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:mTHODUC!ION' 

In the United States 1.t is generally believed that education is ·tha under-

pinning ot self~government and the leader 'by which people of all types and rac~ 

my climb to positions of highest usefulness i.u the Republic.., It .is further 

believed that education is dynamic and ever ehari..ging. 

The general educational program is being challenged by the eve:.:> changing 

conditions in tllc world today.. Youth are asking the.mselves this q_uastion. 

Is it our duty to remain in school during these times? The schools are wonder-

ing if they should accept the responsibility for all youth in their respective 

communities. 
1:/ 

In August 1940, the la:t.e President Roosevelt, in a lo·i;te:r to th.0 youth, 
~9, 

ad~..r1sed all .ll.marican Youth not to interrupt their educatio.u. S:::'.i..:i ·1::, 1 

We must nave 1.1ell-educated and intelligent citizens who have sound Judgment 
111 dealing viith the difficult probloms of today. We must also have scientists, 
engineers. economists, and other people with specialized knowledge to plan and 
build for national defense as well as :for sooial and economic progress.. Young 
people should be advised that it is their :patriotic duty to continue the normal 
course of their education, so that they may be well prepared 1.'or greatest use
fulness to their country. They Will be promptly notified if they are needed 
for other patriotic sarvices.l 

Although this statement .~as rriaae over ten years ago, it might well be directed 

to our youth of today. Thus, it appears that it is our duty to see that all the 

children. of all th.e people share to the greatest extent possible in our twelve-

1.rohn w. Studebaker, "Youth's Duty to Rennin in School, n School Life, U.S. 
Office of Education, l'Jashin.g"t;on, D.c. Vol 26 No. 9 {J"une 1941), p. 257. 
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year public school program. 

In our schools a great army of young people .is .marching on year by year 

into adult life. It is not easy f'ox• these youth to make places for themselves 

in this chaotic world. 

Uithin the United Stateio vie have people living on different economic a:r:ui 

social levels, as well as with different religious beliefs, physical structures 

an.d degreeo of emotional control. .Regardles.s of thc-iBie elsmonts of clif±'erenees. 

an effective J)!.'ogran1 for the nation must consider every child in lie,ht of these 

conditions. 

It is a matter of general beliof in J1m.ericr1 the.t the democratic fo1•m of 
government emll. the prese1'Vaticm of cherished freed.oms depend on the anpacity 
and fr,aedom of' indivitlual citizens to exorcise inforned and intelligent judg
n1t1:nt at the polls~ AmE,ricans believe that this capacity and tho protec·tion of 
thif~ rif{ht dep8nd upon tlln l0vel of education of all the :people. 

Because of this belief, B.11 states have accepted the principle of' ,u1iversal, 
publicly supported, compuJ.sor:r education of' children with d.efi11od age limits. 
ThcHe limits are usually set at the egos of Geven and sixteen or the complotion 
of the schooling off1:~red ir1. the elementa:r-;r fJChools. Hany states rocmire the ,JI , ., 

eoir:pletion oi' high Gehool or the attainment of tho ag/1 of sixt;cen • .,_ 

The first oompulso1·y ettuca.tion leivi in the United Dtates of America tJas 

enacted by the :t!f.assaehusetts Colony in 1642. It riai::i this law and .nID,ny similar 

laws iihich follovied in otho:r oolonies and stHtes ,ihich rnade it compulsory to 

provicle schools, but d:i.d not make school attt,ndance compulsory. Tho first 

compulsory school ati;endancG law ,Jas :i;ms.sed in Hl5f~ by I:Iassachusetts. All 

states ot prosent have some type of. compulsory at te:mfance ll:lvis for pupils 

bot,•1ecn certain ngos. The last state to adopt a cor11ml~Jory attendance lav-J 

vJas 11ississipJ)i in 1918. 

Fivo states require their youth to attena school regularly until thoy are 

sixteen ;;rears of ago. Oklahoma is owa of these. 

lRoss B. 'Pugmire, OI:l~ldre_:n. ar,& rrheir ,Scho9.3.:E.. University of 
Okla. Press Co., 01::lahoma Gity, Oklaho1:JB., 1950, p. 33. 



!!!he peo,10 tn gen.ernl,believe that their conat-1tutea ri€ht.s and freedoms 
tm.n be s,olldly sustained only by a lit&rato and eiluoatett e1tuer4"1.. 'I'hey have 
.leaftled thro'U@ e~:pertenee"" and tha :ta.et hss bcr®. eonfir.mod by r·esearoh, tba:t 
education ts: so1!!.ohow 1'$lai.ed to their economic wtil-bE)ing.. ·ftera ts ~b~nt 
ovidence that atendurds of living; productive enpiu!it;r in indu.str:1 ~ htt.'3inass 
entl agrtcul.turf>; a:dv&nC(Jment in ae:ience. invention and general culture a:ro 
r-elo.t.ed to the level of education tmd sldll of t.he people. lt ia known tJurt 
;tmprovement a:nd progre.ss in the economic s».d -OU.ltttrel fl&~tu.te of a people are 
d:b:etttl:, c!epondent,,. more upon the cultivation of !nnnte hnll".an era.pe.eitit,,tJ 
through eduoatton tun upon the prGvalenee o:t ma:tsrttll 't'es.o'tlree,. It ta mown 
thet thoro is a c.Urae-t !'eleti011.sh_1p bet:i.1ee-n t.J:1e J.e.val of_ e«ue~tiou of a. :pe::/0:Jle 
and 'hheir avea~ p,r cap! ta .irulome regardless ot the cte.nt. of e:vatlablo . 
material ros<.m-t'c(?Si. l . 

Du~ing th@ )rear l93&-l9!'i? there wero 9!l~ 746 atudents enrollt~d in the ttrst: 

~des 'Qf' th_e E1tats of Oklaho:ma... Onl.y 65 P'~eent or this nut1ber enrolled in 

t}i1l"ollecl in the twelfth grede, 26,,666 young pcople er 2.3 po~~t of the 

original group. In twelve years this '!ftas a redu4'tion of ff percent. The 

.i.:rehools of Oklahol?'lft h.ad •ol"Op taUuresn during these twelve yea.rs. The loss 

ot ff pereent of Okl.llhom's children :Ls a ehallwige to the sehools as well 

as ti, too eit:t~eu of Oklahoma,. 
0 

lcna.11-bftt" of Oomr,erce of the Unf.tad St.ates., EtlnrJat1on1 1-}n ,l-.:tr,restttent, 1n 
~It&.• {Was:bington,, 1944). P• 20 .. 

'"\'.,· 



tie -cannot., as .ct-tizens ehorf:ed with tha responsib:lll ty of prepa.r'1l16 youth 
for oit.tzens:b.1p l:lnd eff.ectivo l.iving, console ourselves by bel1ev1ng that 
thoa& routh who leave our schools prematurely conatituta a tP"OUP who cannot 
Fofit from. further edu('.ation. Wla oannot with any degree of moral conviction1 
eonti1.uie lo saol'1tio1, these youth to perpetuate an archaie syst.em .of educational 
planning .. ·· 

valuable faator. Our you;t.b who do not. tak-e advantage. ot t!ume opportunities 

'becauso of the lack ot ectnoational ODPOrtuuitie& and facilities in their 

.major :responffibilitioa.. ~ia t;!P-0 of inadequacy is always reflected in conununity 

concern tor the wn,.v i.n which i. ts young Ji1E$-Ople stru.~gla through tho trf'.ns!tione 

from school to work s.ml f'or hclpine tham to :maJce good on tile job.. l:f the 

school is to meet the neets of tho intlivi.dual and the demands of .society it 

must :provide agencies tihereby r.ach individual ~,111 he 3tudied., 

A late estioote b~sea on the Federal census indioo:tes tbat, there are in 
"'he United St.ates, 1n 1950• l,"141,000 youth tron .12 through 1'1 years of age 
wh.o are Mt in school. despite some t3Vide-nefl ithat elimination from school is 
curMntly decreasing nomGWhatJ, unless the federal trend is sharply cheeked1 

l&rold 'J .. Dillon, Ra;rl,y Sohool.~tr'terq, &.tional Ohild Labor Qo.m.'11ittft$, 
l:1et1 York, l'ttolicat.ion No. 401, (October 1949)" p .. 10. 



it is eat11aated that the figll't'e quoted for 1950 could 1.nerease to 2.104,000 
by 1960. It see.ms .ffidont thnt eonside:ration should be given to tll youth 
up to th~ age of 18 years not .non rewiv.'1:n£ eduoationa.l oorvioes,,1 

oaswell,. in hie: book 'l'h~ ,~er,1oan li1&!1 f!_el10,~!, states trlat Ameriea eponda 

ab.out 2-'~ billion dollars a yes.r tor eth.1eat1on. public and pr·i'vate, for children 

&1d youth~ Ee f'tmther SJt~ te.s tlm t,, 

l;i'ven with this tr-emendous amount of investment, we s.till tall short ot 
rtsachtng our eoal of troe public education f.or all. ].\lueational opportunity 
is net equal,. and eEtucation is st.ill reserved f.OJ' tho middle and upper oltHilSQ.S· 
aud tor tliose with academic a'bilit)· ..... ,. 

" Today onl.J about tour out of each ten :p,Jople bav,OJ been graduated tram 
h:1eh sci:mol. (k.n<l uceorfling to the 1,1.0 oonsus., our praaont llt!Vel ot education 
is about a ... a fP'ades ,eomplste<l. Only sevcnt.y-:Uve pereen.t of· youth bet1:t1,uln 
the ag~s ot 15 .and 17 and twenty-.s.evon peroent of' those of ngee 18 to 19 
were in sohool. Elimi:nat.ien t.rom. ~clea s ... 22 of tho seeondory school steadily 
increases,. Youtti lost int~oet1. the sch.col tails tci attr~et them, the currie•. 
ulum booomes les:s adapted to their n!llads, t.ho pull of the oorlct of work and 
play 1ure th.em and tilo eost of sta:ying in st:mool grows greater.2 

It is eenGrally reaognizod that soconclary eduo::1tio.n is not now meeting 
t.he needa of youth who are eligible to attend. our aeconiiary schools. There 
are many data D.QW· a:veilabl<! 't,t) aubstant1ate tlds ~sstl.llt.Ption. At a, timo uhen 
e.t lea$t 90 peroent oonld afford to l"6111'li.n throughout hi~h school, only eighty 
percent o-t our youth !;nter th{$ ninth 1.u-aae antl still uore s1guif1oont.., only 
50 pe~nt remain to graduate from high scll.ool.. JUthough but 30 percent of 
our high sahool grad:ue tes ontar tne•t.itutions of higher lea:rning,, tho seconcwry 
c1u-.rieulum. is still largely n oollogo prepa:a~ory eur:r1eulum. When :turthel" 
consideration is g;.iVGn to tha fact th.1.lt, a.lt.lloU(t.11 three out of ten gnduatos 
of high school enter collc{t,e, or-.ly atmut 12 porc0nt ot youth of eollege age 

l~il!y_Jto Bo;fP. .ap£! Oirl.f!.Jlrop yY~ at ~.g!!JJ,ol, and ,What Gpn, _!.e_d.o A~ ... o~ts it? 
WorJt Oo:ni"o:rone(l on Lii'a M.juatment :tau.eation.,. Ohicago, Circular !io. 269, p,.. 56. 

aM. L. Gaailell, et a.1, Tlle: Am:.erica!: ~i(m Sobog\. B.a-rp..1r & BrQth.ers . 
Publishers, (Mew 'Yol'k, 194.G), p.. 26. 



,aTo in colJ.eg1:1, e,i:tremo emphasis given to college propa:ratton 1.u our high 
schools blleomtni evon riort~ Si.t]nifieont questi()ttable~l 

Ourriou1a tih:1eh m.e:et th.e m,ed trt a r11,."ill gt'l;')ttl) only, $Itch as tho$:G sotng 
to c.oll.ege:., oonnot be justified at the expense· ar tho$o 1:ho have no intentions 
u:t oontin:uing theu' tormal oducation bo1r0ne hin:ll school. n,~soo!'ch Studies 
ha:v11 shown tha.t the l)attern or subjectn pu.rsi.1ed on the high sohool lvvel h.1:s 
little ;relutio;rislliI? to su.ceeras to eollow.3)?_ 

l. Help t,ht~ studilnt .a.cqtd.re a hToad scop~ of m)c!'ul 1r.ifom,'ltiori awl 
understanding, • 

.2,.., Relp the stlHle.nt to be .::011.st:ructivol:, critical, that is, to have the 
do&il'ff~ txn1l tho eapac.ity for cu:tt?,lyz:t.ng prtilllOfia :carefully,. tho .J!:.111 
to locate relfa.bl•::i hxrormation, to intnrprc,t it object1:vi~ly and to 
scis.pend llia judgm.er.t until aU p,J:rtinent facts I1.av11 been qvaln§.tei1 .. 

3.. l!elp thH studerrt acquire a trtir.:1 eoneo:rn and: re,.spect f,1r oth\'.llz.os; to 
:ft,llc)w and rcospect th!t con.vemtin:r.al .tllfl.:rroers and mornltl of his aoc1et;n 
to 1:u.ro~pt the demoe1•atie ;rt:rocoss as the means for st~ttling ind1vidtt':1l 
~ml group xn.-oblem,<J; to have on npprociation and. rtH.rpeet for the 
probl11i1s o:t tha m:tnor1:ty e;ro11ps; and accopt tlH2i fact that evoiv..1 
1:ndi:vtdual has the ~igilt to make a :troe ahotoe in deoiding upon h1tt 
pol:ttie.a:11 s»irit1lal e:ml social philosophies .. 

4. Help each pupil to· be 111:1rsonally well adj:ust,Jd. emot-:toually • e.nd. 
man.tally healthy; to be tree from tm1..h1e fears,, doubta • .mental eonf!Scta, 
feelings of insdequaey 1 suspicions, lmtreds, an<'! envy; t.o faco poraO!ml 

lo. R. l)()v.glas, F;d;J,aat.ion Jq_t: Lite A,dJustmen~ .• The Ronalit Press C-0mpany • 
(!ifew York~ 1950} •· p,. Zll-38. .· · · 

2IbMl· ·#; '.P.• ~,. 



probl~111s with eont!donce a:nd. eo~e a.nd to m.eet both. suee:'W-e a,nil 
, failttre with 1101..set; nrux to ez,ta.blis1:.t satis:ts.etory ~lirtionshi:ps w:t.th 
$dtllts and te11tm, students..- ' 

lt seem:s l1kol.y t.lm\1. we:ra the atatf$ of' th'6 ~'Choo.ls to study the cbildrea 

nm ~ wbat~~ de.Tlca available to· doter.minQ thl=tlr needs, int~sts" abilitia,a,, 

and ap\,itdes; and -then ¢4• or lead them tnt·o those ottez·1D&S or tlte ,sthool 

\het~ould help them to tho greatest $c%'t(i$t., t,bat th,e number o.f drop-,,out.s :tn 

our eobool, wou.ltt d~ea:se approeiably:,. 

'?he writer believes that the school should hel.p tile individual develop 

basic- Wlder.starulinge which Will enable him to rocQ€nis&_. tae.ia tnia solve his 

OWl'l pJ"Obltnm of living., Edueati.on !s -only w.ort.h'lm.ile as 1t helps t.ne imllVidual 

to U:ve a sat1afying 11f-a in an ever...-etianging worl«. 

Bel°".· m:-e listed f:.t,;·0 major aapac-ts .of' liviag thought most import.ant. by 

i. Ec0110m,1c ... X~ is i.mpo-rtant tor eveey person to be trained in such 
a .manne:r that ne ao.1:,, be eeonon.icaUy 3ecu,rr-:.1. 01ld be in 
Pf)41tion not onl.7 to provide tor the be& naee.ss1tles 
o:f life; but dm, in position to aff'oJ:"d soEtG of life's 

, comforts aud. 1~1.ea. 

The intelligent person should be .well balW1coa &motion
elly to th& extent that ho may not beeon:e exeeerlinel,y 
depressed \"'lhen tho breaks in life mey g;o against him. 
nor b~OF!e over...e,ls.t.ed in times or prospar11;y.. · 

An. Gnlightened person observes the :rules of lv.N1lth 
end realizes tl'lat a s.trong body 1a esseriti~ to conplete 
happinegs"' · 

4-... po.ct~ - ~ tl"lllY rutn:catod pt'.lrson gets along t1all -.~i.t.h others. 
lle does oot t~nd t.o dominate the lives of othera ebout, 
him nor does he parmtt doninat~M ot' his lito. 

0 

5.. ~;'.21;ritual """ 'l'rt10 ecltte:at.1on is not tho memortzat1o.n cf isolat@d 
tacts; but rathe'l' tho )."e<n>gnition that kn0<.11leHige fits 
into u total ooh0ms tll&t was crootad by t110 i3Upr6ma 
Being,.. . 

Sociuty mast provide an adequate ed.uoationel program whic,,,h w:t.11 enabl.e 



tun,. w!ll ho'.tp them to find th~i~ :r,10.co:1 in tho adult 'r'lorlit. 

Ono way in Which invonttgntoTs. rnave sought to cvnlua,'t~ the :succ.h?S$ of 

tlla school has b,een t.brou~ studies of ffJ\lehool l@averci .•. '' b"uch s.tud1;~s have 

a!me-il st. f1n.dinr;. among other. things,}:. ti'he ages ln wll1c11, and tb.e ~des !n 

'flh1ch$ m.oet "dl:'()p.,.outs• oeev, tulil the reasons :ter them... In man,- inveatigatioWil 

.sttggestfons have been .mafe tor ~ucing the . numbers of' ttnroP"'(ffl.~a.," . Sueh 

studies have boen Vfh!"J ~ltittnl1. and the findings sna r-eco~d:etiona reported 

tn thfm we, ~imul.8t1ne~ A t'GView of" s&leetea: studies· ts presented in Ohap\• 

JI.. J:n ·truz ltg~t ot theea t11ullngs' about lt~ly ,aemol. leavqs," edtteators 

shoul4 be abl& . Jo un.a~e:tand some &cf' the cans:es of th& "'"Crop f'a.iltl.ras"' of 

O'l.11" sehools"' 



CHAmR II 

A REVI . 0 PREVIOUS INVE&rIGATIONS 

The P1"(>bla of school lea rs is nots new proble As early as 1672 

men or the nation were made conscious of the problem or early school leavers 

by spe ch which W. 'I". Harris, Superintendent ot Sehools in St. Louis, 

Missouri , delivered betore the t1onal .Education Association. The causes ot 

elimination, according to Superintendent Harris, ware "the worthlessness ot 

some l)flrents, pec1lllial"y urge, and detect! ve grading .• ,,l 

Sinctt that time many studi a have been de in a.n ettort to find out why 

young people leave school. Selected studies have boen reviewed and are 

reported in the subsequent pagas, followed by a summary ot the finding o n 

to many ot them. 

Duboi s High School Studz 

Lueas undertook this investigation to discover what happens to the gradu-

ates and early school leavers ot the Dnbois Hi School ot Suminitt. Oklahoma . 

By m ns ot interviews, telephone calls,. letters and questionaires , 111 

graduates and 815 school l avers were studied. These students were enrolled 

1n grades eight through twelve an.a dropped out or graduated sometime during 

the ten year period 1940-1950. 

Thia study revealed that 63 p&rcent ot the early school lea~ers tailed 

• 'I'. Harris, "Early ithdrawal ot Pupils From School, It's Causes and 
I t•s Rem..edies," t1onal Education Association Journal Proceedings , 1872, 
pp. 200-2'73 .• 
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one or more grades in sehool. '?he sam.o percentage missed oore than 40 days 

of school por year.. The 1nost frequent reasons g1von f'o:r dropping en.it vtt:;re: 

truck drivers. !lost leavers had held three or rour jobs. Some had held as 

tlost atudentg dropped out· o:t tl:!.e Dubois High School while they ner.e 

:tor 64 of t:tie 85 loovers. ~is ia in lino with the report which appeared 

states that. 

Several studies shotting the aa;e and. [!;rade at 'fllhieh J"llost pupils drop out 
have boon 111.nd& by 1nd1v1dual high sehools, stato departments of e:dueation, 
and oth~r groups... Usually the pn1rt.orn indiootas that. r.ios.t drop-outs ocm.tr 
11:1 tlw tenth grade followed by the ninth and eleventh grades in. order.1 

Luc&s feels that the eurricu1um ot Duboio High School needs to 

Be e.lterad trtiteria1ly it' it is to meet the needs of t.he students enrolled. 
An unjustifiably la:rge :proportion of tho st.ud.ents enrolled tail tue grades 
and courses of.te.re<I. Rotardntiou and failure to sea any a:wlicction of t.i1e 
training they are rm.1eiving seems to aeoount for .most lb~op-outs.2 

Dnri.ng the year 1937, in Okla.hor:1.0 City" a study was i.:mdortak.en to dis ... 

grade atta.ined1 and the reasons for droppi:ne out-. There were 18'1 individual 

1~ .. tJollt:11~ ~,.gpoe;iation of Se<tWP.EY'.X Seh,ool h~~tml~ l!)urn.al 1 v. 34, 
!IumbGr l '14 ( Deca.'Uber 1950) ,, p. 191. 

2r.onina ;r,_, tucas, Greduatas and :Leavers of' tha, ™.,bois ~~t¥1 School,. 
Huakog.;m, Oklahoi'10, p., 49-51, Unpublisl'l.oo. :,,1k'lnter's Thesis, University of Utah, 
Salt tako O:tty·, Utah, 1951 .. 

1\1'_, 
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cases stu ied.. '!'enth grade losse wer :found to b& gr test. It w s thought 

that this resulted tron the praotice of grouping junior high school students 

eccordln t tho1r educational level. Thi pract1o as not followed in the 

senior hi ehool. 

This tudy r v led tmt n1 :reasons- tor leavin school ste ed from 

the ho situation. The parents ot 2'1.2 pereent ot the students were not 

inter sted in educ t!on s r.iaey ot t eso children he.d been round to cbange 

schools tre(lUently. 'rhe principal reasons for leavi school wer re orted 

s: (1) tinnne1al ~eeoa at home , (2 111 1th,. (3) marriag (4:) leek of 

intor st~ (5} deoire or oney, (6) lack ot a ition,(7} parents not interested, 

( ) poor choice of subjects, (9) joined the ar y, and (10) unclassit1ed .. 1 

New York Study 

Btll"ge round, in hla study or 245,000 employed boys of New York State, 

th t the reasons iven by the boys tor leaT1n school re not r al reasons. 

but. were excuses to get out of school. 'lhe attitude of parent.a. teachers, 

and soci&ty in eneral towards the boys who drop out ot school was such as to 

make them reel that thy ere "tlunkers," "quitters," and "slaokers.n Hence 

they sought a plausi'bla excuse ror 1 v1n school. The e boys did not ish 

to be known ea "quitters" and "slackers" and, it io not. surpri ing that they 

sougb.t to el inate t emtJelves tro a situation which brou t to them c nsure 

and er1tio1s . • tever ~ e r 1 re sons Ol'e why the boys ropped out of 

school, the fact remains th t they did. ery re of the attend night school 

li. N. Heller, Elim1nation tram Capitol Hill Senior High School, Oklahom 
Oity, Oklahoma., Unpublished Thosis, Department ot · ducat1on, University ot 
Oklah , 1937, p. · 511. 
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and others frankly said they had no desire to attend college.l 

Aaron Goff Study 

Aaron Goff made a study in which he eame to tho conclusion that the large 

number of veterans who have returned, and are returning, to schools proves 

th.at many drop-outs are educable and that .maturation factors and experience 

do change attitudes to ard education. Goff says: 

The schools must .make e,ery attempt to bring the drop-out back to school, 
two, five, ten or even fifteen years later, This may indicate tho need for 
supplementary secondary schools, other thap. traditional evening school, organ
ized for adult , accelerated education, and designed to attract the persons 2 
who dropped out, and to facilitate their completion of the high school vtork. 

John F. Delaney Study 

Delaney, in his article on "That Vacant High School Seat , tt says: 

If the average drop-out ratio established in Chicago is a criterion for 
the United States. three million American students forsake higher educational 
training each four- year torpi. In Chicago alone in the last full four year 
term, of the 17,952 freshmen llho entered high school only 10,415 merited 
diplomas. while 7,177 students dropped out~41 percent.3 

Of the 379 drop- out cases studied 234 students were between the ages of 

sixteen and seventeen while 115 students were between the ages of 17 and 18, 

and 30 students were eighteen or older. 

Study of New York City Schools 

According to this study made of New York City Schools , truancy is a 

symptom of disturbance in the child and calls for understanding and treatment 

of the underlying cause or causes . The fault could be in the school in an 

lHoward O. Burdge, Our Boys, A Study of the 245 ,000 Sixteen, Seventeen 
and Eighteen Year Old Employed Boys of the State of New York Military Training 
Commission, Bureau of Vocational Training, J. R. Lyons , 1921, p. 345. 

2Aaron Goff• Education, Vol. 70 No. 5 (1anuary, 1950) , pp. 330-332. 
3John F. Delaney , "That Vacant High School Seat , ,t American School Board 

Journal, Vol. 121 ( ovember, 1950), pp. 22-23. 
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muaatisfaetory curriou.lu.w.1 for e:x:a,.,iple., o:r"tlu,- u1iintet"i:iat.ed ·. imaohing oi thoa:e 

ndults who clo not like to teach.. "l A large- group of tru.a:nt-s are ohildro». 

"sUbjectod to rajcetin~ ineomJistent., unloving. or ove~ protecting parent$. 

who ere thernaelvoe the products of siidlar buokgrounds.8 A mu.eh smaller group 

suffers trou mental disease of greater or less a~firity, celli~ for ci:ll'efuJ.. 

tliagnoais and treatment~ 

o;.1ell .intsgret~ plan fol' :dsw.ug ui:Gh all a.djua'tf.wnt .ll',r®le.taS1 wiiih initial 

responsibility tc,r de'.l.1..;eting. ttml at'~i1n1ip·~1ng to provide fo-:e adjuS'tf.-1J.erti:. ~obla.ms,ff3 

l~itm•anUs lJ!blie f'Jcho.ols ~q 

l?h1s study uas tm.dei-t.a:ten to see w,hat happened to Ge$_ students who w&l'e 

in school in .;rune 1950 and failed to ro'l/u.i.., in S&J;te1liber. '?brce hundred 

9at100. • 

. Iu this st ud-y mny &'tudants listed as ffl.ert Oity • 1., tt'l!ranster;rad to other 

$!Ff . ......,. 
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1deat1ty end encourage those drop;,oouts who ceuld profit by a continued school 

expwienee .. l · 

9Jd.~, Indt,!lna ,a.pd, Niehieftl1. ?,t):!.£U 

tilhy d,o 0tudents leave school before f1:nish11l(t? One answer to thir1 im:por-

Dillon e:r:arnined the records ot 1,360 students -who had withdrawn voluntaril.y 

f:rom high sehools 1n Ohio, Indians and Mic.higan., lle found no r-0ason for the 

from broken homes was not abnormally high, nor vJere the students ltannieap:ped 

On tho other hand, there ware certain charaete:risties which distinguished 

ehildron who left school. 'l'hey showed a regres.rdon in attendanae in scholar-

tor leaving sehool.. &me of the more frequent reasons given w~rre: (l) 

"11»referred work to sehoolf1 (2) "was faJ.ling and did not want to repeat t.he 

ooru1:a;1' '(:S) ffd1al1ked a certain teacher;:t1 (4) t'dis11ked a certain subjeot;n 

(5} "'nas not intor-ested in s<thool work/' and (6} "could learn mra out of 

l;;u.rmeapolis School Oounselor-Clerk ... Paront faaoher Association." "Swnfl161" 
Drop-Out Surve:ir,n i1umeapolis., t!innesota .Publie Schools {1951} .. 
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1, Fairly eonsis,tfn'lt l'(Jet9eSsion in sohol.arship from elementary to ,}t:m1or 
to senior high, school,. 

2,~ Frequani; &',l'ade tailtn.•os in the, elementary school. 
a. High frequell('ly' of g;rade o:r subject :t'ailure in the junior and senior 

high selv,ol. 
4:. ?larked rai~ession in attendan.al'.) from elo.m&ntary to junior to E:Jcnior 

h;lf;h sehool. · 
5. Frequent t.ransf:ers b.'oo one aehool t.fJ another. 
·6. Evtclen'0e of a feeling of 1n.seour1ty or "laek or belongiv.gtt in sehool. 
7. Eilirke<l lack or interest in scliool worr,.. 

While 1 t will take ti.iie tmd plami.ing to meet tha needs of oaeh individual 
.atwie:nt. in ou:r school syatoJ:L.'l., ov-0ry school,, vdth. a little extra ef'for~, can 
initi.ate sor:ie changes in tho present µt"Or,r,ren to serve a r:,reater number of 
youth Rloro adequately t1"!.8n it is !l(JIJ doing.. Huac~ss 1n holding more youth i)l 
sehool l>ecomea even niore impo,rtant when job opportunities diro.inisll, siuoe 
those who do not complete hir)1 school have a particularly dh:J''icult ti.110 
setting any foothold 111 a f'all1ug labor rnarkot,.l , 

In 1936• the Am:erieun Youth Com.mi.ssi.on nas t'oroed with the naeessity of 

identi:fying the major needs ot the school youth population.. The· commission 

under the direction of Howard ti. Ball went directly to the youths thomselve~ 

and, by :means of' :£lf'll'sonal inte:rviewa, obtainod first hand 1nforr,iat1on and op1n1on .. 

lu .. J .. Dillon, .!!£1.z. Heho.;1Jl Leov~~, National Ohild Labor Oc;rr,1:11'ttoe, 
!Jew York. l\1blication No. 401 •. {Ontobor l94i} • P.• 00 .. 
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homa lira and marriage, youth in achoo 1, youth at tmrk, youth ane ·tno cht.n"ch 

and the attitudes of the·· yout.h .. 

Bell fientions that the tathGr's oaeupation hud a great dea.l to do with 

l'Jb.ile only four out of every twenty youths v-Jhose f'uthers VHfiro prof.essional
'teehnieal workers lott 'betor-e high-school grac1uation.., e.ighteen out of every 
twenty; who,;\'le tethers VJGre unsldlle_d laborers loft befora high .. sahoo1 gra.duation,.l 

as the chief rea.son for lenving school, and 24.6 per1Jent stat.ed that lx!ck ot 

interent in school Wlls the chief roason for lea:vin~. .At-ti.tud_a tO'",Ja:rd high 

seh.ool i~as given by 15.2 parca:nt, while 3.2 :pereen.t gave poor lwalth as a 

2 :reason. 

The study revealed tilu t almost tw ioa as many youth who rec.ebrnd voea-

tional guidance stayed in ao.hool than thoait_;; who did not receive sueh guidance .. 

a3serted that sehoolin.g had bean o:t great econolltiC value to them ,;Ja_o substan-, 

tially higher among those who hatl not recsi.ved helpful guida.1100 at all.,. For 

tJte employed you-th who had received :no gu:l.danco, the percentage who i'olt the 

1.rhe Mlnneso~ Study 
. . 

«me first mojo:r study to doal tdth the pl'oblem of drop-outs fron th.e 

used data obtained trom ta.rN youth w!10 had gTaduated from the eighth grade 

in echools of: lli.nnesota coanties betueen 1944 end 1945,. am frmn -quostionaires 

lnoward rt, Bell> Youth Toll Th~ir Gtor"t, A.l'\leriean Council on I:'duci:,ition1 

Wal!h1ngton, 1938. p .. 64. -
2tbid., p •. 61. 



youth.s drop ont bef~)l'.'O, or soon aftGr, entering high school because: they lack 

the encouragement of parents ~nd other adults in the eomr1Ul:d ty; they find i't 

One of the main pur1losos of thi.s study by the lJnit~d Statee Deportment of 

t.ribu.to to soc:tal notion in the eorm:m:aity and to mtional policy for improved 

-·-"' ,....,,. __ ' ,._ ___ _ 



mol'.'e than the eigl1th grnd.e and :noarly on:o .... third {31.0 percent} t'lithout ctHlt• 

pleti:ng mol'o ~hu:n tho seventh grade,.1 

involving educational rnalat:1justment1 _ eeonorztie need, the need and desire tor 

1nd.epenuenee, and va:ll'ious othor faotors,.2 

oitb.er pressure t.o eimt:,.-lbute to famil~r or self-support or lack or f'und.s tor 

lnuntiS~ e X:"a"TO,f.ll\:, Bureau of' Labor Standar{ls 1 11. Et. Departti1;;mt of 1..ahor, 
tYashington 26., n. O., (1949) p .. 7. 

2Ibt,l. , P• 7. 
cy 

,:;iI.bi{i. , p.. 8_.. 

4Ibi1.1:.,. n 8 
- .rt" '"' 
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enlty in £in.ding and holding jobs than did those with a better educational 

'rhis inelutled 1>raoticall.y a.11 cities over 50,,000 and a few smaller cities in 

10:11 population sti:1t;es. The total number of replies from t.he 131 cities was 

187.. In some cities a sapa::ra.te answel." al:toet was sent tor i?.taCh sohnol.1 

that it hod baeoro:e !:>,J}r& marked einee Christmas; thirty•seven reported that it 

hacl str~rted since Christtrias; the others dicl not reply on this pOi:nt.2 

counteract tha trend the proeadh1e: fall... Others expressed the belief that the 

rate would i:tier£lase as Job opportunities opened up .. 5 

Several supoo:'intond.ents reported that soniors were not dropping out oi' 

1::i:b1.a .. , p .. a .. ... 
tGt•Uigb. School DrQP-0t1ts in 1950 .... 51, n ~tional Child l.abor Committee, 

lilew York, {April 1951),. 
5Jbid .. , p .. 2 .. 
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.Al.though the ine:reaso in em1lloyment opportml.itiea ,,as listed siost often 

as of 1':irst importauce in school-leaving, expectation of the draft. wao m(mtioned 

higb., A tew oonunari.ted that at prasant 11J.'.'ioe l.&Yols. a:ny upset in iih:., fmnUy 
0, 

q. 

f oree a child to leave sehool.,:;, 

on the :fut that more girls vu:,re droppi~ out of school to !lerry,. Several 

stressed the u~st of parents as viell as of children.5 

':he. l!J'est Virgini~ ~ltudy 

!his study entitled "Improving the Holding Fower of the, !'ublio SehooJ.stt 

was a report on a three year study, conduoted by tbe lt1est Virginia Educ&·tion 

Assoeiat!on, made t.o fiud out. the reasoos wh}t boys. and girls qu.it soh.ool. 

gradea 1n mmt Virginia• ninet,y-tive reach the sixth gr:aao1. ei~ty•six the 

seveath grade, and sev,mty-si-x the eighth. grad.e; and that sixty•:tbur :out, of 

every hun~ed manage to reach the first year in high school. ffhere t1Mings 

also led tbam to expect that @a-h.al:f will rer.iain in sohool until t.ho tenth 

grade and Qtlly fol"ty-two percent unti.l th.a eleventh. B7 'th& t :lme gradue:tion 



given t,o & :pupil 8hould be bastrc'!. uptm his tihi.lity and intorest l'L-rtiJt.::t• t:1':!nn 

~ 
u.pon a :J(:.>,t riatto:rn or subject .motter.ffkl' 
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Abo11t thirty-ftve pereent of the :pu:vil.n who en'tor Orac1o 'VI! cm,;plet,;1 

set?cmdary s:ehr.>ol. 3 The remainder drop out,. fargeJ.y in Grades VIII; J:}C$ E.tuf.1. ~ 

school without o.cq_uiring .Boro eduoation.. :r.lH'fcycnt :tnetoi·s a1"a involved., and 

ntt.i~ude of indifference; there ore ooonol';Jie roar~o:rrn; and tllorc a:re r,aaaone 

'WlSUitability of curriculum. 0:f' all these reasons,, thcHse relatod to the school 

lnI11proving th0 Holding :r>o.:~er of tho Public £-;c.hools, n West Virginia 
J'.tr:lue-oti 011 Acooo:i.nt icln., Charlenton, \Jest Virginia, p. 17., 

2~biJ. p,17. 
0:i{cColl, A. n. fll?ractioa.l Education in Camdian Schools.ff Cana,lim1 :S::duca ... 

tion, rr (fL.,rc-h 1949} t 1m. 41-4.2 .. 



are r.:o!"!t i101:po:i"tant; that i11, t;hesc rG,rmons ccmt;:ribute t;;) dropping ont mare 

than tl1.o other :reasons., l 

progress o:? r:1ll the pupils 111as tracod tl:rroug,h. ·the !irinn.espolis 1:\folic- SohooJ.£:J,t 

and the euri:ulative reoord cards of ell of t,.hos<~ vlho graduated from high school 

lJ,. G .. McColl and .• r. D .. A:ye:ts, Ti<10 Ye-ars Af'ter Sahooi. Toronto: 'l'he 
CanatUan Resenreh Committee on T'l"a.etiool Jl!dttef1t1on ·(19.5:if; :PJ'?• 52•54,; A .. G .. 
r/\cOoU. aJJd :r. l'!,. Keady, Your . Gh_tl.n !,eave~ ~eJ,mol 7 ~oronto: ffhe C,anadian 
Reseal"ch Co1mnit.,tee on 11ractical Dd.ucation (1950),, pp. 54---55 .. 
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· When ehildr~n v1ho accept sixteen as ·tho proper age for leaving school 
drop out shortly after arrtving at the age and w;hon they fail to exert the· 
effort necessary for success in school subjects during their last months in 
schools:, one- is hardly justified in ealling them eases of educational mala:d
juS'tment or in heaping blame upon their teachers for having failed to hold 
them longer in school.. Tb.ere is justification.,. hot1ever, for 'inquiring how 
the school may b~tt.er serve the~e children by providing tralning that ihey c-an 
recosn1ze &a having usefulness ~n terms of their own system of valuos. 

Ellswol"'th eollings 1 Professor of School Supervision of University of Okla

bo-ma in an article fffJhy They tea.va School" states that a study of Oklaho.ma•s 

children and t.heir schools reveals ":taets of grave concern· to school people and 

citizens o:f this stat,e." 2bese fa:ets show" among other things, he believes, 

a weakness in the holding power of Oklahoma sohools.tt2 

:.rrr. Collings reports a recent study by the ci.tizens and school people of 

Durant., Oklahoma in v,Jbieh it was f'ound that sixty-five percent of the boys 

and girls there dropped out before completing the twelfth grade of the high 

school., '.l'he boys and girls did not like the traditional curriculum set-up 

of subject aatter whie.h they seldo.m used in their out~of-school life• and the 

only 1,1a;y to escape it whieh they found was by dropping out. They felt that 

"ti.ma,. eff'ort and. money was spant on the tvienty percent who expected to antar 

college. Thi.s meant that the eighty percent who went into sldlled occupations 

and non-skilled jobs were forced to look out tor themselves because high 

S:ohool currio:Ulum.ms set up in a traditional pattern Gf college preparatory 

subjeots. i'hey felt that that was why their boys and girls were quitting 

school; and believed that a :flexible curriculum was needed which would .l'leet 

the neadm and interests of all t.he boys and girls.:-

The Denver Colorado public sehoola. around l.932 realized that the large 

llJ!ve Snyder, llfhe Boys and Girls 1/lho Finished the Eighth Grade at Seward," 
in 1944, Mi.nneapoU.s Public S<ihools (January 13• 1949) • p. 10. 

2J!Ulmvortll Collings,. ttWhy They Leave Seltool;" The Oklahoma T·eacher. Vol.:-
33, m, .. l (September,: 1951), PP• 20. . 
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The Denver sm•vey zrnking,, "tfuy do pupils refuse to stat in h.igll school?~ 
:round this anS'>-1-er.--~eeause VH) aro oi'fer:t:r..r:: them. a slin('.r$hOt education 1:n 
a hydroiian-bomb age .. " ThCt a.vr;rn!'W high sohcwl still (lolas out vtrtually the 
same courses that it {lid 70 y~t.-rn ago• witll oraphasie on preparation for college. 
'i'b.on only 70,000 po:rl3ons reaohB<1 soc01Ula1·y ochcols c~ch year, moat of tho;.11, 
cm their way to eollege and professioual aou:raes. fouay.,, tiith si:1: milli,>tul 
c:totvding our hir,h schools" only ono .ou·t; of fotn· s,;.xp®cts to go to eolle;;s. .D;r 
tH'lherir.,,q, to an out-datud curriculu.r-1 mo&t ,iehoals are rorce ... foerlinf! boys 1.'i.nd 
girls 1n!'o1~tion t,h~J r1ill neVfJt' need, <lrmyinc the.m educr,.tion i'cn: tho kinds 
e:t jobs they :tdll ihavo, end driving them. from d0sks through s!ieer bc1"odan1.l 

The secret o:f e;uccess in Don,re:t> schooll:l lies in tl1<a i:udi vidual guidance 
teach.<:irs gi·:ro to youn.gi1'0e,. ... s. Hulf' of the i'aeulty mt':mbEirs arc rllso eounsalors* 
Each counnalor takou Uw r0spon.t1.ibili ty for 30 teen...ag~rn f'ron their sopb.01'loro 
yeal'.s until th1;1y graduate.. ~h.C.il couJisolor ctudiQS intl:1:vidun.1 interest~ of 
studenta, tests their a:ptitw1cza and ~,hen helps th~m to elGct. eours(;s that will 
be f!iOSt r&wttrding.. '.i:hf:I oounsolor helps the country hoy vJl'H> lovao i'amillc t,o 
reason wi11h er1bitioua prare11ts wJ10 insist that h0 shall bo o doctor; shows a 
talontetl girl dotar:min.od to bt}. a. boouticinri t.hri'l, her fine schola.stic reeo1·c1. 
and her ,my wit,h children 1n,."1:i.e~1te that sh.s. riou.ld be m.o:re us1;;:ful and happier 
as a toonher.. Counselors see to it that no on-e is pres nod into a mold but 
t.hc.t each. is helped ·!;o .rn.tike o:t hinseli' 0. e:i::>aati vc !rnman bei:ar; i:rl tho fi old 
for which h.0 bE10t. is $Uit6d,.2 · 

college. He emphasizes ~hat bal1of in the following statement: 

'Lmrge numbers or defeated, <liaillusioned yo~ people, ripa for p:olitical 
agitation,. er,~ a tllreat to deMcraey. Our schools today are not !Zlsati1ie; this 
do~er. Unless they do a bett~:r job of holdincr, power they a:r~ not go1n{l; to 
most i. t to.mo,:,row. 

What wo n~ed to do, above allt io to provid.e lndividual boys and girls 
aoimsoling and gaida:ne@; firt1t, in knowing their orJ:n individual inte~eata and . 
needs; second, in planning programs around tho indi vii:lual b·lierest.s and nt,eds 
of the boys and girls; and third, in ea1"rying :rorward these programs to suecass.
f'ul conclusion. :Equality of opportunity for aJ.l boys and girls then tdll 
urevail in our schools~. And thie is democracy oi' l~arning1 grm~th a:ud develop-, - s .m.ent,. 



sehool leavers» rapot'ted in the preood~ pages appears. to i1arrr.u1t the follow•. 

ing· suwiney St$tements: 

).., !lost drop.outs oeeur 'in the tenth grude followed by the ninth and 
$leventh g:ee.dee in order.,, with the majority of the early sehool 
leaver.$ btl1ng si:xteon yoara ttf age,.. 

2.- ltios'b dro:p-outs :f"aile·d one or more 8},'ades in solmol" as well as one 
or mre subjeetsi wi.th educational I!lElladJuatm.ent plbying an important 
pert'"' · 

5. Host t'lro:p-outo vJere :tr:regular in attendance before finally d:ropping 
oot and had ev:tdeneet! considerable t\1seat:tsi"'1etion with school. 

5. Th.o $0'hool"e tailm::•e to <lo a. complete job tor all of ite students . 
is apparan:t. .. 

6~. . Only a smEill percentage of drop-out~ 1.,ere found to heve participated 
in extra-~ic~lar tilctivities1l 

\. 



t,he 

of~ t:J pol_ieJr -oi~ s-c·i-Jonls for rrl1itr.H1 n;r:d th.s. 
w1,groes, lonrr e.1 prnc'tico in the scmther:n stntos, :;u1 andit.imu.11 edttc.-:1tim1al 
hurl'!en r::as plaeetz on i, te 011-too-slenr:ler e1kcot;io11nl r.cr~ou.:rceH of t,?,o J; 
of t,,}H, country. Althonr:h cons.iclo1"11.bl,:i, prne-1•12,::is beon l:1tH1tJ in tho solu.t,i<.n1 
c:r thin prohler:;, in tho edu.cation. of the neg-ce<;, hev," boi-Ji.1 di::;1-
tingui.Jhcd.., cmd mm1!r in.tiHJm11it.ios am! dhJcriminations 8f#linst tho.rt still 
exit;t.1 

t.. ,. 

(11:-;·eat i~O·f~r,:Jss han been ns00 by the, nef,1.~ot:ls, c1t1s,pite nt.:u:i:f'.old 
i<'!Ii\!)S. progrEins during tha porimx from 1866 to 195G apptie.rs 

:Lu ed,rnritiot,. of t;.ne negrc)tJS were literate; in 
1935 about. rlinr,;1t,y VHu·e litorato. I;;.n:rolJJucnt in .nogro pttblic 
incrca:1Gd :f:ron 100 ti:J vhoat f; ,50U ,0tJO; ·t}HJi value 0:1: t:,o :rwgro p.ro11crrty 

to higher Oi:hu}a1;ion. incroast:ld i'rom ~)600.00 to {,65,000,00G. Durilig 
this perie:ir"1 {lt3ti.6 to 1936} sona 1.:52 rr,eeived the tlogr(?.O of Ph.D., 
155 w,o1re elect.ad tr> l?Id Hot;~ 1 tm.d 100 -:'Jie1!'3 eloctod i'l 1:ho':J ~foo i,.1 

If) .. ~ .. 

• 
t)~.sc:acl1ltS(:-tt~}, ·1f}41. 

t 



27 

until eraduation. they would. be given a fullor oppo1·tunit;,y for daveltrpment 

would. likG to take steps to improve it •.. 

:ln degree. 11'.anual Trainintj H1f,!h i::Jchool iH a school attended by ncgro youth, 

its e basil!! for corra,mnity uncterstandi:ng of the situation as a vihole and 
gu::i.do (Jitizens in attacking the p:roblem in an in1,elligent mamlflr .• 

To provide i.nsif:"J1t into the ways in VJhich the "holding power0 of l,Irm.ual 
~aininf: Mie;h Sehool might be 1.n:creased. 

0 
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Stote~ent of the Froblam 

This study vias rr.ade in an G"ttonpt to a.soertai.n sora.t!' of the :roa sons 1;1hy 

LJ.witations oi' .Study 

This study i;ias limited to enrolleu students i,ho 1.iiitl:u:1re1.<, i'roJ:1 Ill:n:i.u..al 

1952~ 

Brief Deso.rintion of 1mn.ual Traitlinv, Ritdt School 
- . . ' . - --- . IMo .......... -. ..;·.,..· ·----

t~mual Trninins Hir)l f:chool sorves the ne[9:'o clientole of' tho citr of' 

This high school includes grades seven throur,h twol'lr© and errploys thirty ... 

all housed in quarters outside the main building.. The Home EconoBiea and 

Barbering d epnrtments tn'G hm:racd in the !!'.&in building .. 

Description o,f: the l11t;t in which School . is l,oaated 

isuskogoo, Oklaho.rna, an i:u-aa comprising about Gi- square m.1les,, is located 

in th.a eastern part. of the state of Oklahoma. It is near major hir)lwa:ys,. 

airvtays, nnd railways t'lhich .make d1Net eonnaetion wtth all the largo industrial 

aroas in tho Uni tad States .. 

lt. is situated 1n a £arming area an.cl, due to the la.ck of industries. the 
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. . 

Ooiipre-ss and Domestic Service furnish t.he ch.ie:t' sourc0s of income. lfhis is 

s111.1•1tua1. moral and cultural development of the paopl& in. the community. 

The facilt ties tor rec-nation em leisure ti.mo are not ent.irely adequate.,, 

De1'1Il1 ttons 

ffllrop.out" is a term which ref'ers to an individual i1ho has left school 

0 bof'ore graduation from the twelfth grade.. In the event this youngster returns 

In attempting to eeb1eve the two purposes S{.'!\ up in tho statene!l-t -of the 

problem the study wa.s ca:rried out. end will be reported2 in two parts. ~ 

fir-at part. is ooneern.Gd ttith finding o\:i:t the causes for dro:p-outs; the second 

/ 
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Determining Oaunes of l)ro;p-Outs 

In determining the causes of drop-outs several steps i;wre taken.. First, 

the school J."eeortls were exam.in.ad wherein tlle names of stud$nts dropping out of 

s,chool over the five-year period,, between the i'al.l en:roll.lnEmt, 1947, and the 

close of this sp:t'ing semester, 1952, were noted. The students 'l'Jho t>iere in 

aehool at the elosa of school duriilfi ~aeh spring semester with the exception of 

those graduatinth nnd who failed. to reenter the succeeding yes1:, were also 

obtained from. the office of the school registrar.. Jrrom the records in thig: 

off'ic() th.a following information was also procured: 

l. Address aild age of stu.dent .• 
2. Date student lei't school .and classif'ioation at that t;ui1s. 
3~ Subjects i'ailed in. 
4. Grades repeated,. 
5. ·Number of days. students attended school. 

The information obtained from the drop-outs directly was acqui1'ed by the 

1ntorview-queo-t1onna1re technique. Good, Barr, and Scates deseribe a. question• 

na:ire as::-· 

• • • a form which is prepared and distributed tor the purpose of secw, .. 
ing responses to certain questions. Generally these 'questions are factual, 
designed to sooureinformation about conditions or practices of which the 
recipient is·presumed to have knowledge. The questionnaire may, however, ask 
toer opinions., and it may be used to afford an insight into the attitudes of 
a group .. 1 

In preparing the questionnaire used in this ctuny provision was ma.de for 

. entering information pertinent to the drop-out sit:uation proou.red from those 

sources mention-ea ahove; and included items re.veal(':)d by the school records 

as well as information volunteered by ·the young people~ Causes of, or reasons 

for, dropping out of school. were araphasi2.ed and the questionnaire contained 1.9 

lcarter V. Good;, A .• S. Barr, Douglas E. Seates. The Methodology of 
Educational R:esear-ch, Appleton-Oontw.'"y-crotts, Inc., (Nev~ York, 1956},, p. 324. 
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aequil:"en. war; lste;r placed in itE; :P:lW}'.}(:l' place on the quefltion:o.aire 1~6r:IT1.. This 

i:rtf'orrll!1tiQn itJa.s stw1mr-1ri~d artd taqulated aml has br;;eil reported in Chaptor IV .. 

Data was 0btairitld on 452 students~ 236 boys Hnd 216 'e;ir1s. 'l'ho rnw1h0rs of 

fltutlents of each s&X '&nrolloe in the six respect:!. ve grades is reported iri 

'fable l of Chapter IV. 



. llistltTS 

too data t>'btain:ed by means of :1rrterviewi~. and stueying the r@cords of 

the Gtudent:a who dropped out of Manual 'l?raini:ng High School turing too per'iod 

f'ro:m. t~~am_ber 194'1 to 1wie 1!52 uere tmalyzad VI1'th tho Viet,, t-0 an~ina the 

l.- What. poreent of the total. $nrOll1:lent d1U'ing tlte yaal.'s studied dNppei 
out ot sehool'i' 

4. 11hat Nlation anste-d bet.i-1e<.m. the attentl1:u1ca recori.s o:r the studen\s 
end the trtentual withdrawal trom gct1ool? 

5.., What reastm;& \iu1re given tor dropping out of fl<thool.? 

From. inft.Jrmation cited 1n Table I it enll be seen. that 452: s.tttdents dropped 

out of high school during t.he five year p&r!oi stud.too., Irut~h as the total 

1lable I.. The liwn.bar and Pl;lrcent et Students Dropping out of t".iama.1 
!raining llig,h School .Th:.n-ing a Five Yoor Peri.otl. 

; I ; ' =· El I 4 = 
:runt.ire Five 1947 1948 1949 1950 

'tears 1948 1949 1950 1951 

total Hnrollm!\ilnt ~ 791 ?Iill 009 
''19 100 '19 91 

ltte 

Total Number of' Drop Outs 
Percent of toss 

3851 
452 

u.,1 10.51 15 .. 91 10.11 11.2,5 
g ¥· # #i1 :1:::;;; -i == · 91. :='7lfl? ,I ·_;::=::::::::, 

=-
1951 
1952 

,ia 
75 

10.44 
~ 



the ainth ~ede. About t1rty-eight, percent of this ~oup ot students dxop})Gd 

out b~fo~ l"$acrning the tsnth Sl'fld&... over throe.,.,f,ourt.hs had taithd:imvm before 

roportea .. 

Jh.,.om this table it was calaulate4 truat. ot the 453 sttule»ts 1!$udied, 
0 

t.tio pe.t"cent mom 'b'o,s than g1rls wi thdrcm :fronl sehool $.iring ·the five ye!ll" 

' . r-.~-cc ---~ 
<k>ah &.ys hrcent tl1rls P~cont Total 

ra~ F<;,rcent 

7 42 '""' 38 8.4 00 18.$ 
8, 40 8.,9 32 7.0 98 15 .. 9 
9 t\5 ia.1 -55 11..'1 ll.8 23,.a 

10 46, 10.1 42 9,, .. 9 00 20.0 
ll 29 6 •. 4 40 s.9 69 I 15.,5 
l! l.4 :l.;5 11 t.4 25 5.7 
~-~ 

,, '"·"""····- ,11 ,_. __ t .,.,,_, 

~otal IJ56 so., 216 48.S 452 99.0 
Mean 47.2 r:i Ji :n: : ' ' I ~; 1:e 1 7 ' e 1· = f = I Ef/!4 u 

43,.a 00.4 
.. , • £ ::· t!;C.: kB# == ::: :I#:' r ====· , ; t[ _!ii I ! 

It was possible to i:ntorv1011 and obta1n attendance records on only 3.Sl 

or the 45a otudanta who aro:ppod ou\, duruxg the :tivo yee.r poiotiod studied,. 'l:lle 

9 

' 



'fable III.. School Attend.arrae Records of Early Sehool Leavers for 
the Year in Which They D:ropped Out .. 

34 

Days Total 
Attended Bors Percent Girls Pereent. Number l?erc~nt 

160-180 4 1.2 4 1.2 8 2.4 
l-41-160 l2 3.6 7 2.1 19 5 .. 7 
··121-140 10 3.0 8 2 .. 4 18 5,.4 
101-120 18 5.4 15 3.9 51 9 .. 3 

8J. .... 100 12 s ... s 28 8.4 40 12.0 
61- ao 13 :s .. 9 2:..'5 7.,5 38 11.4 
41 ... {;O 26 8,4 25 V.5 53 15.9 
21~ 40 25 7,;_5 26 7 .. B 51 15.3 
1- 20 35 9,.9 40 12.0 75 21.9 

'.l'otal 155 46.5 176 s2.a 331 99.3 

Fifty percent o:f the ~oys and gi'l'ls attended only from one to sixty clays. 

over 75 pareent of these leavers missed 30 days or more of school the year 

they dropped out. It is .realized that these figures are not too meaningful 

because the dates of dropping out are not recorded .hero., Were such dates avail-

able it would be poss,1:ble to figure the percentage of time the students attended 

.schoo;t .1.n the school year immediately :preceding final withdrawal ... Such data 

would have more meaning., However, it bas been eonunonly observed that when a 
. . .. 

student:•a attendane0 is irregular he :frequently becomes a drop.-out. 

Below are cited some of the reasons stated by students as to why t-hey 

were absent. A number of these reasons apparently could have been eorreoted 

or handled differentiy b7 the parents and guardians eonco:rned. 

l. "Had to pay bill for m.other .. u 

2. "B.ad .to keep baby. u 
3. uzt was l'a.in1.ng and didn'tt have prQ.per clothins.u 
4.. HI was working." 
5. "Bad to attend to business .• .n 
6. "Had to stay home while mother was at work." 
7. "Hild to stay 1/iJith small children while mother was away,." 
a. "Had to help mother with the i·mshing,.. ft 
9. rtQver slept.;» 

10.,, nDidntt f:cel like coming to sehool.n 
U.,, "I have no reasons." 
12. "Had to stay with small Qhildren while mother worked." 
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'l1ables IV and V show reasons for drop-outs in relation to age and sex. 

In 1'able !V it 'can be observed that the largest percentage of·the boys dropped 

out beeause of lack of interest,. Over two-fifths of t,he boys· indicat.ed this 

reason. 'lhe second reason in order o,f f:requoncy wa.s nmoved out of town. tr 

-with ttwent to armed i'orcesn next in line., Si:x percent "Were committed to 

;pena.l institutions. i'wo of these eleven boys wero eommittod to the State 

Peni tent.ary, while the other nine were sent to the Boys Training School. Only 

a amall pereentags dropped out to get mturied I and to work. 

It is impossible to lmovs whether the students who moved out of t,own 

continued in school or not. When this group of students are disregarded the 

;pe:rcent of boys who withdret'>l :from school ,because of lack of interest increases 

to 57.26 percent. This is the largest single reason for dropping out o.f' school 

on all age levels with the exception of" age 1'7 when one more boy gave "going 

into the armed toroes" as a reason. or the n:wn:b-er who volunteered to enter 

the armed torees, a small pereantage were not intel'ested ;t.n. school, and may 

have used enlistruent as a reason 'for, or excuse for quitting school. 

Table l:V. Causes tor B9ys Dropping Out of School. 

Reasons Stated 
Lack ot I.nterest 
Moved Out oi' 110\111 
itent to Armed Forces, 
Comrn.1 tt.ed to 

Institutions 
Got Married 
*.fo tfork 
fo Look A.tt,er Brothel" 

and Sistel:' 
Illness 

Total 
Percent 

11 

.l 

l 

2 
1.3 

12 13 
l 3 
8 4 

1 2 

4 9 
2.6 5.8 

A.go 
14 15 16 

8 l.l 18 
4, 8 g 

2 

1 3 

.1 

1 
1 

13 22 32 
8.4 14.3 20.6 

over 
1'1 lS 18 Total Percent 
12 10 4 67 43~2 

5 4 l 38 24.;.5 
13 6 ·5 26 15..7 

2 l 11 7.l 
s 2 l 6 3~8 
l 3 5 3.2 

1 . .,17 
1 • 'l 

34 27 12 155 
21.9 17.4 'l. 7 



~ble, V shows tb.e :reaaons vJhy girlB of di:f'f&re:nt ug1:s dropped out of 

high scho<>l during the :tive year period studied ... 

-.-~ 

'J\gO over 
u 12 13 14 15 16, 1, lS 18 1'otal. Percent 

Pregnant 
Moved out of' 'low·n 
tack of Interest 
Got l!iiarried 
Cammi\teti to 

Institutions: 
lUntDSS 
\\l. 110:ek 
Mental Illness 
To Look Attar l.utother 

l 
8 

5 4 5 
l 2 

l 4 

10 13 
5 10 
4 15 
3 l2 

,2 l 
2 

1 

end Slat-er l 

25 
G 
ll 
4 

1 
1 
2 

5 
4 

13 
1 

1 
2 
4 

1 

61 34 .• , 
40 22,.7 
3B 21.,6 
00 11.,3 

9 5.1 
5 1.6 
2 1.1 
2 1.1 

l .. 6 
¢11! -----------~------------------~---------------·-·---~~--~--....... ----Tetal 1 i 5 17 2"6 SI 48 14 8 1'16 

Poreent .. a l.l.4 2-.8 9 ... 7 14 .. 2 29 .. 5 27,.3 s..o 4.5 

dropped out of school ditt so becat1s.e they had become prsgriarnt,. 1dth the largest 

nnml>er of' pr0gna:nc:le1i QCfflll'l"~ at ag& 17.,. OTsr one--t:nil'd ot those 't'ibo be.came 

J,l'rtlgnant · were ot this age,. ~1tty perc,ant of t.h0$& girls were yo'Wlger, the 

Five Pf,Teent or nine of tb..a g!:rls who d.ropped out ,1e:re 'Etotimittod -to 

1nstitutiong1, tour to t:l1e O-rJ?han ~ and 1"1va to the Girls 'lraiaing School .. 

Like tho bays. the ege at, whieh 61:rls becama the most disinterested was 16 .· 

years.,. It is also possible that t!H) ll ~Amt who Withdrew. to get man-ied 

my havic, done so either bocautH) of laek -0t interest in school or mft•ntarital 

prog»ancy., 

As in tb.e 00:se of ·t110 'boys, the pereenta.ge ot any ·ono ~easo~ given. VJou,ld 



T'ablt VI PSVaals t:bat. d~ing the years 1947.-..1952 the largest nmulHil" of, 

students terndnated. their s:oooelin.g at tb:a age ot aixte-en,.·•ith aev~te•n 

elH·en tb.7011(#1 fo'l:.U'!toen WStl relatively low. Of' this grmrp etudied on an 

acoumnlativce basts about :tifty ... six pel.'cent or over hnlt of 'them ru.-o:pped ou.t 

o:f tilanual llle:b, So'hool betw.een the agG".$ of oloven end sixteen. 

1 , i··!d 4£.J!;.!...:t:.:li:1:-.tl}f ;,_ %'. :~ :(, 71 i :-;:: .CJ ;;: :.;. ·: • ~-= :;;: 4 :;t:-;;; -; · :;;;- 4 ·' ; 

'fotal 
Aee Boys Pe rent Girls Percent Nuraber l?ereent 

ll 2 .. 6. l .3 :; .9 
12 4 1.2 6 1.a 10 5 .. 0 
13 9 2.,7. 5. l.5 14 4.2 
14 13 3,o;9 17 5.1 so 9.0 
15 22: 6,.$ 25 7 ... 5 lJll 14.l 
u 52 9.G 52 15.5 84 25...,2 
l? S4 10 .. a 48 14.4 $2 24 .. 6 
18 !7 :a.1 14 4,.2 41 12.2 
over 18 l2 3,.,& e a.4 20 6 .. 0 

~~ 

'lotal 155 46-.5 176 52.a 5Sl 98.2 

a student had failei-.. However. in checking the pe~t record eards ot some 

of' the "early school. l.eavers."' it ap~red that t,he majority of the studants 



to beooma cognizant. of.: It llllso suggests an i!?;portan.t load as to i•mys of 

helping an:4 encouraging somta of the potential early $Chool · .lea.vars to rsmin 

b S«tho()l~. 

ninth grade was .E1e:cond in ~der o.t :trequen-cy i,ith the t.o:nth grade falling 

third,.. About twe:nt,y ... f"ive percent .more boye witnessed grade i'{!lil'ill'e than did 

the girls.. Over lta.lt of this lJ.J'l lmtl wit.nessed geaae failure before entering 

and 1bwelfth grades .. 

1'&ble Vll reveals tbe percentages or- grade tailur&s and repeatr,rs. 

;:,:;rq '.Ji J 

'I B7 25 •. 2 
a 5 ,~, 
9 la 1:e.a 

10 12 il.l 
u 5 4.-6 
12 a l..6 

...-.~1. ' 
-~ E :; .. ; ti 

. rs 
llepeatirag 

1'1 
2 

12 
0 
1 
3 

' ::;: ;: 

·==== 

15."I 
1.s 
ll.l 

4 •. 6 ·,.,, 2., 
\ . : =~, 

· *fdiAt= 
Pere ant 

40.9 
4.,5 

27.9 
15 .. 7 
·5.5 
4 ... 5 

English 81\\a ltethGl;)S.tiCS ·wore found to be the stibjects: :more frequently 

tailed by 'the "early school leavors:.n FQ'W faj.led in hist.cry. 'lhe .majority 

of these lea:vel'tl had had aome type of voca.tional training. 

'lable vm was comi,iled to ahG\'1 1.:ne number remaining ttto. tbrao, and 

four yeara latft" atii.er ante1'i~ the ninth grade. '.£he data ia not to be con

tused ui\b. 'fable I which mowed the approumt.e number t'>f dro1-outs fron 



ii'hirty-u1ne p$l"<t-t1:1~t of the snonty-two i1ho entered the nu1th credo in 

19-4g ... 4g we:re enroll.ad in school dut-ine thei:r, £-Joo.tor yli;lsr •. Sixty...one percent 

.of the sewnty-eig.\t boys en:terlng the ninth grade in 1949-50. fifty 

per~ent. remained through a thne yoo.r period wi'th :N.ft1 percent. dropping out 

before reaching the twelfth gl'l'l.d.a . ., 

E~Jlty-six fras.hroon boys en:tured the ninth gl;'&de 1n 195()-51; two years 

later seventy-one pea?llent were :rouna: in sohool with twenty•nlne percent dril>p

p1IJ3 out,.· 

Of t.b.e en.tire 116 beys stuiU.$d 1rJho entered the rtinth gracle in 1949'-48, 

1949-49.,, 1949""60, 1~00....m.. only fifty-one percent remain0d itt a:ehool with 

~ble Vlll, MumbGl' Bo7s :!mrolling in 9th Gr~ds during 194?-Sl and l:iu.~(.ll' 
Remaining 11:r School T'w-0,, Threo., Uld Four ?eara .. 

- fl!:: ii;!'., ,: : I ¥ l, ·=·•=== 

194?-48 
1948-4:9 
1949-60 

.1950•51 
~=.= rn , , 

I, t £" 

2 yea3·a 
later. 

.. 
61 

s yea·rs 4' yoara. 
la~r lateJ" 

... 29* 
- 28 --

;-;;:i: 

lY50--51 
1951-52 
1951-52 
1951•52 
«= 4 i M Hf 
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Table IX wa.s eompj.led to show the percentage of boys e:nt.ering the seventh 

grade anti remaining in · school three and fi v·e yea.rs later,. · :A total ot · 135 

boys entered the seventh grade in 1947 ... 43 and 1949•50..: Of the seventy boys 

entering 1n 1947-48, five yea:rs later in 1951-52. ·torty ... sevon parc-en·t llad elimin

ated themselves fl-om sohool. 'l'b.irty-six per-cent ct the boys enter:tnijtiie., 

seventh g:eade 1:n 1949-50 .remained after a. pe~iod of three years .• , 

Table IX. Number Boys Enrolling in the 7th Grade who Remained in 
School Three a.nd Five Years Later. 

Year 

. 1947-48 
194';)-00 

,, 
7 

70 
6.S 

Remained in School 
3 years later 5 years later 

... 50 
48 

Pere·ent 

43 
74 

-Table X was compi.led to show the number of girls entering the ninth gr,ad.e 

and l'emurlng in school, two, three and :tour year.a later.. .4. totlill of. 359' 
. . 

girls entered: the n{nth grade during the years l.9417•4S, 1948,,,-49• 1949-.50, and 

1950·- 51., Only girls entering the ~inth grade for theae years were st:udied. 

ffabla X rovea.ls that of the seventy-three girls entering the ninth grade 

in .19.4-7•48 only forty-eight percent remained to graduate 1n 1951, with :fifty-

two ;p.ero:ent dropping out during the four year period .. 

Eighty-aev:en girls entered the ninth gL"ado in .1948-49 and. only t'orty-

six pereent of these gi;rls were found 1n school four years later during their 

e&nior ye&r in high school. 

Aft.er a three .year period, seventy-two percent of those entering the 

ninth grade in 1949-50 remained in school with only twenty-eight peroent 

eliminating theF.iSel ve s ... 

lfinety-seven girls entered the freshman class in 1950 ... 51; after a two 

year period, eighty ... two percent ot those entel"ing in 1950-51 were found in 
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school with only eighteen percent dropping out. 

Of the. 357 girls studied. who entered the ninth. grade during the years· 

1947-48, 1948•49, 1949 ... 50, and 19'50--51• the average pereentag€} rerr.aining mas 
. d • 

sixty-th~ae Ji&.roent and thirty-seven percent dropping .out., 

The group.of 35V girls .included in the s.tudy in Table X who entered the 

ninth P"ade in .four consecutive .years beginning in 1947-48 shoi-0, that the 

holdi:ng power for girls was h:tghar than for boys as shown in Table VI!! of· 

315 beys~ The holding power in eom.parison tdth lH>ys vu,s an average of thirteen 

pereent higher tor the g_irls. 

Table X. Number Girla Enrolling in 9th Grade During 1947-51 and 
Remaining in Sehool Two.- 'fbree,. .Four Years Later. 

Yea~ Grade Enrollment Remained 1n School 
2 years 3 Years 4 years year 

lata::r latoi" later 

194'1-48 g 93 ·•· ... 34,1,,:, ··.uoo-51 
1948-49 9 a'/ - - 40 1941--42 
1949-50 9 100 ,2 1951-52 
1150-51 9 97 79 - - 1951 ... 52 

Jf<frad~ted in 1951 

percent 

4S 
46 
?2 
$2 

Table n was oompiied to show the percentage oi' the girl.$ entering the 

seventh grade and remaining in school three and five· years later. 

A total of lOV girls entered the seventh grade in 1947-48 and i'ive years 

later forty-seven percent 'or th.om had withdrawn during this five year period.. 

Thirty-three percrent of' tho girls entel"ing the seventh grade in 194:9-50 drop

ped Gut after ·a period of three years. 

Table n.. Number Girls Enrolling in the 7th Grade and Rema:,1.ning 
in Sehool 'fb.ree, and Five Year$ Lator .. 

Year 

J.94li-48 
1949-50 

Remained in Bchool 

7 · 107 
7 60 

l?are~nt 
55 
67 



'l!his study w~s made in en attempt to aseartatu the ext~nt o.f and res.soot 

tor.,. drop-outs in. Uanual ·Training Blgh School., r1us-kogee• Qkl.a:hor~ during the 

1... !he pereen.tage of atuilent_s who b'opped out ot u-anual ~aining High 
Gehool ranged froo 10 .• 11 peraent in 1949'-M to lS...91 per'<~&nt. 1n 194&-

. 49• wtt:n a mean loss of 11111-?14. percent. · 

2-. On the whole two pe~.ent J1-0re boys dropped ou1. tna;n sirls.. However,. 
boys withdrew nr:liel' than. girla because the number or girls who 
eliminated theI<.1Selves (h.1.r:!ng the loth,. 11th, and 12th grades waS' 
about one J)WC$nt higher than that tor tho boys 1.n those srades. 

s. 'fhe largest percentage qt stuoents dropped out whil& in the 9th grade,, 
with the lOt.h .grade n-en in o:rdor of i'requaney., · · 

5. ·!h1rty-tour pereent of the drop--outs in this st.udy occurred before 
t11a m.nth grade., 

6,. . Over ha:11' of the drop.-.outs oacm:ired botore the 10th gade. 

'1. Fi.tty »~eat. .of the 35l. drop,,,outs atteatted tl'om one to eixty days. 
;f4nd over seven.~y--:ti:ve pereent .nds$ed thirl'.y days or- EO.H the year in 
which they drc0ppad out .... 

a.. l?orty•throe paraent. ~t the 155 bo:ra studied dropped ouii because ot 
lack of' int.Eirest in school,. ft! s percentage :tnel"a!lses to 5? pereen~ 
when the 24 per•er,.t who $Ted out of tow a:re not cant1tide:red as drop• 
0tits. 

9. Sixteen percent. dl-opped out to enter the armed ft>.rees end six percent 
:were ®tlm!tted to eorreot.i·ve or pona.l institu.t.ions. 

10. 1:hirty-four p~ent o.f the 175 girls st.ud1.ed a:ropped oot be~use they 
had become :presn~nt. tlhe.n the twenty,-two ;percent wl10 had novoo out 
of town ffl."E.l not considered. an itrop.outa this peroe.ntage increa$eS to 
45 pnreen.t .. · 



l.l. :fwent:,-one pe:rc:ent dropped .out of sehool because of~ lack .of i11teraat,. 
Pfl-1611 t.ha.sn 1<1ho moved out ot totin are tlitil'tigarded., this p;;}rcentage 
increases to 28 porcent •. 

l2~ !dare ot the students elminutea then1i.lelv,1s l'lur.i..'l.g thfl 1'.li:nth and. t,,;1.nt.h 
.~des tha:n d1xring any otl1cr ye1:1r. 

14,.. A1n;iro:.ti..ma;tely 58 :percent of the studenttt studied droppa.tl out ha.ft>re 
re."lehi:ng the tenth gracie; an.d ff<Jer tl1roe-tourths be:fo"l'o roaching t.r1e 
eleventh t;;:t"t,cie., The :eorcentaees we:r.e a.pprox1nwteiy the sa.r::.o f'or eaeh 
.sex .. 

15.. fitore. boys dropped: out of school at age 17 than at any other one age• 
ai~d more girls at age oi' 16. Al.":lo.st three fotrrths of the boy£:J dropped 
out betr100n the a.E;c :range of' 1:3, and 16 years and '71 pereent of tlw 
girls hertt\Jee.n the ef;e range of 15 anil 17 yeari:h 

lfth, AJ1110.st one ... 1~ourth of the 452 studo:nts studiett l'OJ,>oot0d g;r;;ulas or 
witnessed grade failure,. 

17. _percent of grorla f'aili:cr~::is were in tl10 7th grade; i11hi1e twent::l-
sevan perc0nt, were in tl1e Stn grade,. 

18.., About twenty ... five pe:rnent more boys ,111tnassed f?l"ade i'ail1ll."0 thru;i. did 
tht:a gi'l~le,. 

.19. Over half' of" the 107 students had witness!l;ld failu.re beforo enterini: 
tn.e 10th c~r.aclo .. 

20.. A verty small per{!entage ot students vJas found repeating the 8th, llth 
and 12th ~acles. 

21.. English a:11.d Hathernatios WtJ,are found to be thl'..1 subj ect,s must i::rO"quently 
failed .. 

22.. i'he majority of the early school lenvors had taken .aoJll!i:l type of 
vo~tional t:ra~ning heto~~ droJppi:ng out .. 

1. ~rn drop ... o:ut problem co.ne,erns. bot,b ho;y'S ant:i girls. to an alm.ost 
equal d:e-gr,ee~, 

~.. '~aok o'f. 1nteli'1Sst" vias the :predominate reason for students dropp:.I.Jt{( 
out of: aehoolt and this laok ot 1n:tf!lrr.,st appe.ars to hava become both 
more tnte:nse ant1 uxte~si.ve at si.xteen and seventeen .. 



a.. :rr a hi.gher p0resntag0 of students are to rfflllein in sehool, soft'.e 
e:ff'ort wst be made on th(\) part of both parents ~m eduootora., early 
ln the school years, to,note and deal uith the attitudes, feelings. 
and behavior of students VJhieb nay leatl to withdrawe.l fll'0311 school; 
and to provide the kind of ac-hool pro~ which will inte1~.sst them .. ,/ 
In this conneet!on it ts further concluded that: 

a. All tea"¢hetts a;ntl adm!nist.rat.ors have an impol'tant role to play 
in helping to idsnt.i.i'y and to help wi.tll th~ drop-.out p,roble.'!!. 

b. ~Jlere :ts a faU.Ul"e on thQ pa11. ct the scho-ol to adapt the mirri
oulm11 tQ th,e '.'d de ranr~e of interests and levels of all the stud-en.ts. 

c. It the s·ahools are to inot'ee:se in h(>ld1n.g pmser the teaohe:rs w1ll 
have t-o reel the responsibility. It will have to beo.o.r.m ~. ~rt 
o:e their underat-1n1tli1i.:~,. thinking• attitude, and ap1,"tr'eciation. 

d.. 'The curriculum n~eds to be studied, alteN~ and msde more fle:r.ible 
to meat the needs. interests, and aptitu.dos of' tl1e st.ud.ents who 
eontinually fail and tb'lf!ll~, tul'n out to be drop-tm:ti;l., aa ~ell 
a& f01: st.11uenta vdi.t;i. terminate th-Oil' education .after -eor,iplot1ng 
high school. 

e.. 1-'he gniil:anca serv1ees need to be, &%!)anded so as to stud;,' and meat 
the 11eeaa of all ~otudents., Along r:ith th-e Achievement Tt:sts 
and Personel1ty 'rest administo!'ocl_, /rptitude and Interest Tests 
shonld also be sd.l'Jlin:iat,ored to help students in pl&nnilig their 
tutu.re,., 

4. ThG. sehoolg are not always to blarne tor d:rop--outs.. The large per
eentage ot extra-marital pregnancies lead one to conclude that they 
JJJr,ry be an outgrowtt of the Talues held in the homes from whiC'h the.se 
young 1,eople eome or in tho society 1n wu1ch we live.. Boneve:r, it 
1.s possible triat tho sebools can bo instrumental in bringing abw:t 
a rtfdu.ot-ion · in the munb~r of Hltt.ra-mari tal pregnancies througj;l edu• 
flt1.on. directed 'to:vzerd th is end vdth bot.h parents antl young peop1o. 



the tollowing: recommendatioll:S are mad:& that: 

/ 1.. The faculty ot Manua.l training Hie.)). School read am study trurne 
fllldi:ng.e and eoneluatona with the vic:m to arousing their interest 
and stimulating them to do something to batter the situation,.. 

J a.. 'fhese fiad.ing.s be presented to tlte students in a sifilple way to interest 
them in understanding and doing 00111othuig about their o~n. Pl"oblem.s. 

Wor.mation on dro:p,,,,,cuts be preaeuted to the people of tho conm.u.nit.y. 
lt 1.:3 believed sunh. inf'ormatio.n would encour•ge ?arent.-Intel."est a:nd 
aooperat1on.1:n avoidiJlfl as nany drop,,.outa as ,possibla tll.l"ough more 
,efteetive ehild guidance in th<J home; and 1iould -0-btnin pu.blie: support 
tor em expandint?, school program,. 

4. trspa~..antal eaimiittees bti organizOd. to 0valuate their progra.n1 of 
ofi'ol"ings to judge tt!$ extent to whiell they are meeting the :needs 
.of the students. 

5,. Cumul.ativo list of drop,-outs be eent to teaclters at t,ho end of each 
nine viaek period.. (~he tacu1ty is not aware ot the largo number ot 
d.r~u.te ,aaoh year because tho rt9t;1stors are kopt in the adrainis
tmtor's: off'ioe tana 1nto:rmat1on on drop..outs ic a.ls:> kd:pt in t.110 
ottiee.} · 

4. ?he sehool p.rovideo ad·equate i'acilitiGs and persomwl for developins 
a good record system, and that pertinen:t data b.a reeor<ieo. on cwnula
tJ. ve cords about ea.oh :tmi:v1.dual st.ud:ent_. 

a. 1",aeh student be counseled 'With upon. first entering school am that 
a tentative proaram be md.e out to.r him and that adjustm.ants be made 
in his progran from time to tim6 w!:u:in nacessar-y... · 

/ ll• lnt"""st t""t" be 111""" to stud-s ste..UU!!l in the 9tJl grade. 

J '10. 'I'he c,-ur-rioolum be alte~d ln terns ot eve!'-yday needs of pupils. 

lL Additional occupational inter.nation ba provided in home .... roo1'1S0 study 
rooms. and library~. 

12-. Students be counseled 1n re,.ard to the selection ot their oourses 
aeeording to their nead..s, interests• ll!nd aptitudas. 



"/14.. J\'Jxpe:rie:races be provitled to ncct tl:u:, fIDJwra.l neons. i:r.tQl"eGtr; tU',d 

abilitiBs of: all f:!tudenta. 
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1.. . Didnft lib school. 
!..;~'las dissatisfied ~ith grades. 
3 ... --:-Dicl not get al,ong with some of hls t~aeh:el's. 
4.,_eouldn't .15et th0 tmbj$ets that he wanted to take. 
s •. ..__.,}7as afia1d of falling. 
G ... · Wantect to seek n.ew adventures .. 
7 .. · Was behinr1 ooin !lga group .. {oV'e:r a,go for e,:rade) 
s.___Jiae d.iss0oura~;i;ed h1 pm:•·ants. 
9~_Was <iisei:m.ra.ged by gang .. 

10. · Got nmrried and had t.:> b~gtn earning 0c liv1r1g for f0;.'1lily. 
11.--f':tOt mar:rtad and. Stm:"ted a fan1ily .. 
12. . . . !m:d no detini te goal in mind. 
1:-1.. · llao to help p~ren.ts. 
l4 .. -,1ias ill. 
lo .. --Illnoss in familir. 
16,. -Had no i:rrtiitt•f-n.l$ in sehool. 

· 17.-Disci:pline--r,ha.t ha:ppena(l'? 
1s .... _.,_liDa1toial concl1t1one-actually needed. ~o earn money. 
l~l. taek Gf purpose an.d gu;L,dan.,ce. 
1!Q .• -Other causes~ 
~ :··· 

Voent.ion studied i>llhile in sehoo1·_. ----------------
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