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PREFACE

The contents of these pages represent efforts to give an objective
account of the rise and some aspects of the contributions of the
Franciscan Order to England during the thirteenth century. Not by any
means does the writer claim that the work is exhaustive. TVolumes are yet
to be written before a complete picture can be presented of the real worth
of St. Francis and those who followed his lead.

Although there is much yet to be done in this particular field of
study, the efforts expended in the production of this discourse have been
most rewarding. I wish to express my indebtedness to the Department of
History at Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College for its atmosphere
conducive to scholarship and research. I owe grateful acknowledgment in
particular, to Professor Lloyd F.;oung of the Department of History, who
suggested the line of investigation, Dr. Thomas H. Reynolds, Head of the
Department, Professor Theodore L. Agnew and Doctors Alfred Levin and Ora
A. Hilton, also of the Department of History, who have read and encouraged
the work to its completion.
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CHAPIER I

THE ENGLISH SCENE

To appreciate the genuine worth of the Franciscans and their contri-
butions to England of the thirteenth century, it is helpful to have a
descriptive picture of the English scene during the century, for it was
then that the Franciscans arrived there. The present chapter is a brief
account of the Isle of England during the era from the standpoint of
politics, ecclesiastical affairs, and the pressing social problems which
made serious demands upon the total populace.

Politically, the thirteenth century was a period of confusing inter-
play of secular and ecclesiastical interests in disputes about elections
and "papal provisions." Insistent issues were papal taxation, papal
subsidies, and papal intervention in domestic politics. These were times
when popes were engaged in war with imperial power, in which each side
appealed to the whole of Western Christendom for aid.t

In England the opening of the thirteenth century was a time of civil
war.® During the administration of King John, who reigned in England
until his death in 1216, there occured events that were to affect the
history of England for years to come, among which were the loss of
Normandy to the French, the rebellion of important barons, and the pro-

mulgation of Magna Carta in 1215. The passing of John and the accession

1p, M. Powicke, Henry III and The Lord Edward. (Oxford: The
Clarendon Press, 1947), I, 288.
tthew of Westminster, The Flowers of History. Translated by C.
D. Younge. (london: Henry G. Bohn, 1853), 1I, 113. Henceforth referred
to as Matthew of Westminster.



of Henry III coincided with an era of political upheaval in England,
during which time numbers of Englishmen allied themselves with French
forces flowing across the Channel.? Some of the barons acclaimed as their
king Prince ILouis of France, son of Philip Augustus.‘* The cause of the
war was found in Magna Carta, wherein were stated definite concessions to
the great barons on the part of the king., The war had sprung from dis-
putes arising out of the enforcement of the document rather than from the
merits of the Carta itself.’

Henry III, who became king at the age of nine years ,6 was to face
eventually a very difficult state of affairs. Upon his accession he
pledged himself to maintain the order of the Church and to administer
Justice in the observance of good laws .7 He was crowned after he did
homage for England and Ireland to the papal representative.8 The young
king became the ward of Pope Honorius III, and William the Marshall, Earl
of Pembroke, was persuaded to accept the regency of the kingdom until
Henry III was sufficlently matured.”?

In the course of the civil war, through the wisdom and strategy of
William the Marshall, louis, the titular head of the barons, received a
crushing defeat.l® But problems engendered by the strife had to be met —

the absorption of the defeated party, the re-establishment of the finances

3Powicke, op. cit., I, 3, 4.

ljatthew of Westminster, op. eit., II, 124ff.

SPowicke, op. cit., I, 19. The Carta was promulgated under duress.
Kings who followed John sought to evade the issue of enforcing a document
that contained much they bitterly opposed.

ph's Chronicle. Translated by Henry T. Riley. (ILondon:
Henry G. Bohn, 1854), 316. Henceforth referred to as Ingulph's Chronicle.
tthew of Westminster, op. cit., II, 380.

®powicke, op. cit., I, 3, ke

JRoger of Wendover, The Flowers of History. Translated by J. A.
Giles. (london: Henry G. Bohn, 1849), 1I, 380. Henceforth referred to
as Ro of Wendover.

d., II, 392-400.



and machinery of government, the adjustment or eradication of vested
interests. From this point of view the minority of Henry III was a sig-
nificant time in the political history of England.ll

During the twenty-two years following his marriage to Eleanor of
Provencel? in 1236, Henry was his own master, ruling with the advice of a
council whose members were pledged to give sound advice. Thus, the years
1237 to 1259 were a period of personal rule for the king, years during
which important political problems emerged, an era when the financial
status of military expenditures caused severe difficulties between king
and vassals,’> and a time of unceasing bickering with the Roman See.lt
According to Matthew of Paris, a Benedictine cleric, Henry III "gave him-
self" to the council of the faithful men of his own realm, admitting three
barons to the organized body.lo

The marriages of important people were of considerable political sig-
nificance during this period of English history. The weddings of eminent
persons were arranged, or prevented, by political and social considerations
rather than by affection., By means of marriages alliances were formed,
feuds healed, lordships and tenements were combined, and important policies
of the kingdom received their direction.'® Certain marriage vows, taken
by two important persons, proved to be a major cause for a period of
political strife in England during the thirteenth century. This marriage
was that of Eleanor, Countess of Pembroke, the king's sister, to a

Hpowicke, op. eit., I, 19.
Lyatthew of Westminster, op. cit., II, 177.
133ydney Knox Mitchell, ﬁm in . Edited by
S Painter. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1951), 321.
Powicke, op. eit., I, 259.

vy 290.
Powicke, op. git., I, 157-158.



foreigner, Simon de Montfort, Earl of leicester, a union which occurred
in 1238.17
The marriage of Eleanor and Simon brought many problems of state. It
inecited anger, since it had been determined without the counsel of proper
personnel, such as members of the royal family and other important persons
of the realm. Together with the fact that Eleanor's husband, no matter
who he might be, would become a power in the land, the background of Simon
de Montfort helped explain the resentment of many Englishmen toward his
assuming permanent residence in England. In the first place Simon was
French, of a people who represented England 's foremost antagonist of the
period, His father was the head of the house of Hontfort in the Ile de

France; 18

one of his great grandfathers, Robert IV, had been the third
Norman Earl of Leicester. Again, all of the associations of Simon's boy-
hood were French, as the members of his family were closely associated with
the persons and court of the king of France. ™"In his family eircle he
breathed the atmosphere of the new France created by Philip Augustus."t?
In the second place, Simon was self-seeking, ambitious, following the
call of fortune wherever French influence had spread.?® His claim to the
earldom of Leicester was through his grandfather Robert, who died in 1204.

In 1231 Simon was informally styled Earl of Leicester.?l Wnile in England

17Matthew of Westminster, op. ¢it., II, 183. Eleanor was only sixteen
years of age when she was widowed by the death of her first husband,
William the Marshall. Under the spiritual counsel of Edmond Abington,
later Archbishop, she took the sacred vows of chastity, which meant that
she was never to be betrothed again, and would devote the rest of her life
to the Church., However, in 1238 the vows were revoked and she became be-
trothed to the Earl of leicester. ZEdmond was shocked by the violation of
the o taken such a short time before. See Powicke, op. cit., 204.

dey 200.
1 % 201, .

.y -

2l1pid,, 203.



he formed a very warm friendship with Henry III, and in 1238, as a climax
to that friendship, Henry gave him his sister, Eleanor, in marriage; the
ceremony took place in the king's private chapel in Westminster with the
king himself in attendance.®® As a result of the marriage Richard of
Cornwall, brother of the king, revolted and gathered about him some of his
Kingston allies?3 to make war against Henry. Henry withdrew and sued for
a truce in order to gain time. He was able to come to terms with the
legates and barons. Richard made peace with Simon after the latter had
gone to Home and secured papal blessings upon his marriage to Eleanor.
Developments having taken such a course, the general expectation that for-
eigners would be swept from the land was not fulfilled. The result was a
cleavage between the king and his council on one hand and an important
part of the baronage on the other.*

However, despite his political difficulties, Henry spent large sums
on affairs that brought pomp and dignity to the kingdom; as a result he
was always in need of money.?? Beginming in 1242 the barons refused to
make any grants to the king;<® also they withheld their supplies. During
these years the king met his obligations as best he could with the help of
grants by the clergy, together with "tallages, gifts, exactions from Jews
and common merchants, and three scutages levied in 1242 during the Gascon
campaign, and in 1246 and 1257 during campaigns against the Welsh."27
In order to gather money to finance his spending, Henry thus left no avail-

able source of income u.nt'.mu:heu:l..z8

221hid., 204.
23atthew of Westminster, op. cit., II, 183.
2hpowicke, op. cit., I, 292.
23Tbid., 303-30k.
26§itehell, op. cit., 329.
27Powicke, Op. cit., I, 292.
ger of Wendover, op. eit., II, 483.



Together with unusual political and financial difficulties, Henry's
personal rule was made more difficult by "the widespread and complicated
growth of ecclesiastical coherence throughout Western Christendom under
the direction of the pope,"29 Problems disturbing England and the king's
court were ecclesiastical appointments, patronage, and finances,30 This
was the time when the common law of the Church was extended and defined,
especially by the Lateran Council of 1215, in the Decretals of Gregory IX
in 1234, and in the many glosses and treatises of the Canonists, The
common law of the Church transcended by far the common law of England,

It was not a body of general custom, but was statutory, being the law of
the universal Church as opposed to the constitutions, customs, or privi-
leges of the church provineial. It had on its side the legislative
activity of the pope and cardinals, supplemented or overriden by "the papal
plentitude of powers."l Such law bore within it the sced of much confu-
sion and uncertainty, as aspects of it could be alitered by each ascending
pope, or even declared or interpreted in varying shades of meaning within
the administration of a single occupant of the holy office., The only
security against such instability came when a law was incorporated in the
official body of Canon Law,>2

In the thirteenth century, generally the pope sparingly used the
“plentitude of powers" through which divine providence had placed him
above the law.>> In England, especially, the extent of papal interven-
tion was much less than in later years. During the reigns of Henry III
and Edward I (1216-1307), the papacy administered the law as a court of

29Ibid., 259.
+» Also see Roger of Wendover, op.cit., II, 330 ff.

d., w’.

id., 261.

.’ %2.



appeal holding the balance of power betwsen king, archbishops, electoral
bodies, and nominees,

After an honest consideration of all factors involved, it is fair to
conclude that in the thirteenth century the papal Curia was concerned
with justice being done for all., It protected individuals and groups
against the wanton ways of ld.ngn.y" The pope further sought a high stand-
ard for the episcopate as frequently defined by the theological and reform-
ing element in the Church., As far as he was able to see, his nominee was
never an unworthy man, As an example one may cite the appointments of the
four friars of Edward I's reigh — Kilwardtig and Peckham as Archbishops
of Canterbury, Aniam, Bishop of St., Asaph, and William Gamsborough, Bishop
of Worcester, During this period if favoritism was in evidence in the
form of papal support for office, it was not due to corruption on the part
of the papal power, but for other reasons: the royal pressure that had
led to the confirmation of Peter of Aigueblanche, the most detested of
bishops; Boniface of Savoy, Archbishop of Canterbury, uncle of the queen;
and Aymer of Lusignan, Bishop of Winchester, the king's half-brother,>”

Powicke emphasizes the fact that popes of the thirteenth century were
honorable and serious-minded men, persons worthy of the highest respect
and esteem; contrary opinions, he holds, are:

The misconception that all papal action was an assertion of un-

solicited absolutism, whereas in most cases it was the activity of

the 'universal ordinary' of a united Church. Also, the dark, the
agitated, and litigious side of ecclesiastical politics was the
reverse side of the coin. It was the worst effect of the vigorous
interplay, in an active, constructive Christendom, of idealists
and sharpwitted administrators, theologians and Canonists, scholars

and civil servants, Bgonku and secular clergy, all of these and many
others all at once.

h1pid., 263.
351bid.,
36rb - i 265.

—



However, the thirteenth century popes were not men entirely without
fault. One area in which their administration could have been much more
efficient was the papal provisions for pastoral power, In a prepared
memorandum, Robert Grosseteste, "the foremost scholar of his age," as
Fowicke calls him, presented a reasoned indictment of the Curia's respon-
sibility for the abuse which hindered the work of Christ in England.
Grosseteste pointed out the numerous duties of pastors to the sick and
needy and to the parishioners who provided the temporal goods of the Church.
Grosseteste emphasized that pastoral power belonged to the bishops, who
were in restricted positions as seen in a system of monastic exemptions,
and by the necessity of pastors having to engage in endeavors other than
the cure of souls. First things were forgotten, and "the common law of
the church was not subject to the law divine.*! On behalf of the neg-
lected parishioners of England, it is readily seen why Grosseteste would
exert his effort and influence to bring the Minors to England to assist in
rectifying Church life,

In order to get an adequate picture of the English scene on which the
Franciscans arrived, lived, and worked, some consideration should be given
to the social aspects of the people of the Isle, Generally, medieval
society was greatly retarded by the prineiple of status, which carried
the idea of a God-ordained distinction of classes. It was generally accept-
that an individual should remain in the state in which he was born and
should fulfill faithfully the obligations which it entailed. This atti-
tude reflected itself in the economic life of the people in the lower
strata. For example, "the townsfolk of Bury St. Edmunds at the end of the

twelfth century were to a great extent under servile conditions."™ The

37mvid., 283.



poor people each paid reap-silver as a commutation for the harvest work to
which they were formerly bound. A fee had to be paid for free pasture. As a
remnant of their past condition as bondsmen, they had to plow for the
abbots. Many peasants were still subjected to forced labor in fishing or
in carting eels.>° And despite the fact that the forests of Leicester
were "so greatly thick and full" that it was hardly possible to travel
because of the quantity of dead wood and boughs blown down by the wind,
the Lord Earl and his council required that those who wished to look for
dead wood must be charged at the following rates: six cartloads, 1ld.; a
horse-load a week 3d.; and a man's load a week 3a.%9

In addition to serfdom the matter of usury was a social problem of
the age. The money lender in a course of his transaction would stipulate
an extremely early date for the payment of principal, beyond which date
the interest was legally charged on the admitted sum. Under these semi-
fraudulent contracts interest was charged as high as sixty per cent per
year, this at a time when the civil law prohibited Jews from charging more
than forty per cent. Eventually a concordat was reached by which the
interest-free period was dropped altogether and interest was charged from
the very first day of the loan. This practice was a definite breach of
the theory of Canon law, but in England, as elsewhere, such usury was
recognized by the Civil Court.40

Matthew of Paris records Robert Grosseteste's death bed complaints
against Innocent IV in 1235, He said,

58z, G. Coulton, Medieval Panorama, (Cambridge: University Press,
1933) 3 282,

il 22



The Caursins are manifest usurers; and they have been cast forth
from France (for this plague was then unknown in England) by holy
fathers and teachers whom we have seen and known personally...,
Notwithstanding, this pope hath raised them up and protected them
in their high place; and, if any man speak against them he is
wearied with loss and labor, as we have seen in the case of
Bishop Roger of London....lui
Matthew, speaking for himself, said
From that time forward (1229) the land of England has never lacked
certain Ultramontanes, who style themselves merchants; most impious
usurers, who seek nothing elselthan to enslave those men whom the
Roman Court pressed for money.%2
The thirteenth century is remembered for the rise and development of
important English cities. In the course of the city's evolution may be
noted the presence of other factors that contributed to the social prob-
lems confronted by the Franciscans upon their arrival in England. In his
important treatise on the subject, Carl Stephenson states that the origin
and development of town life in England appear in truest character among
the social problems of the period.hs
The distinction now made between the municipality and the village had
comparatively little form in the Middle Ages. The town was scarcely more
than an overgrown village.‘“’ How this agricultural community became urban
and the township became the modern "town", in which trade was the dominant
factor, was a process somewhat different in England from that experienced
on the continent, where the municipality normally originated in the outer
enclosure of some bourg. These settlements were stimulated by the great

revival of commerce shortly before A.D. 1000, Men specialized in trade,

4lrpid., 337-338. From "Chronicle Major" (Rolls Series) V, 465,

(1.9. 53).

‘lEMO, fl‘om “Cl'ﬂ‘orﬂ.cle mn‘!’", M.’ m’ 183-189. ﬁle facf- thﬂt
such noted churchmen of the period as Matthew of Paris and Robert Grosse-
teste should concur on the practice of usury is indicative of the problem.

43car1 Stephenson, Borough and Town. (Cambridge, Mass.: The Medieval
Acad of America, 1939), 2L,.

ton, op. cit., 282.



to the extent that commercial activities outgrew the agricultural interest
of the old community., Nestling immediately close to the walls of the for-
tress or bourg, the new settlements in the course of time became sufficient
in wealth and strength to entrench themselves.

In direct contrast, according to G, G. Coulton, the towns of England
grew up at the breaks in transportation, of which Cambridge is a typical
example, Thus, fortress and town sprang from the same cause, the crossing
of road with an otherwise impassable river. It was practically inevitable
that traders should settle there. For obvious reasons wise lords granted
to these traders urban privilsgea.hs It is well to remember that the popu~
lations of such establishments increased partly due to charger stipulations
that residents were to enter all their trade relations at a stated town.%6

Although we find in the towns "an instinctive expression of man's
social impulses,™ at the same time much that was anti-social caused the
instinect for rivalry, exclusiveness, and pugnacity which he gathered side
by side with his higher social qualities. In Cambridge the right of
intrammicipal reprisals prevented mobility from town to townj to this
anti-social manifestation was added the city's encroachment upon the lepers!
Hospital. Equal anti-social tendencies were found among the guilds of
craftsmen and merchants, which though beneficent for their members were
anything but socially inclined toward outsiders.7

Another social problem of the period, one tremendous and defying the
skill and philosophy of the age, was leprosy.*® To the general public the

ho1pid., 283,
“’M. s 284~-285. This was according to the Charter of Cambridge
issued by Hemry I, 1125.
h71pid., 284-285.
omas Eceleston, Monumenta Franciscana. Edited by J. S. Brewer.
(London: Longman, Brown, Green, Longmans and Roberts, 1858), xxiii.
Henceforth referred to as Monumenta Franciscana.
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best that could be done for the innocent victims of the evil was to banish
them from society. Ieprosy, loathsome and infectious in highest degree,
was found in the king's court and council chamber, and in the degraded
quarters of the city. Medical skill knew no cure; the only precaution was
the dismemberment of the affected linmb, In addition to banishment from
homes, occupations, and townships, lepers were deprived of civil rights,
"incapacitated from making a will and excommunicated from the Church.®
Although leprosy was made penal, the severest penalty could not extinguish
the afflicted; "they still continued to cumber the earth.”

According to the ancient law of England, leprosy was an impediment
to descent, A grant made by a person after he fell sick of leprosy
was Y‘Oid.."

Even in the poor and inadequate provision made for the leper by the
charitable, the tone in which their rules are conceived, show the
total degradation in which the infected was held. The pious bene-
factor to the lazar hospital of St. Julian's, Hertford, Mon. ii.
376, begins thus: -- "Seeing that among all infirmities the disease
of the leprosy is more disgusting than any, and they who are visited
with this disease, at all times and places ought to present them-
selves in more humble garb and gesture, as more contemptible and
humble than the rest of their fellowmen, according to the word of
the Iord, in levitieus; "Whosoever is stained with the leprosy
shall rend his garments and go bare-headed!" Yet ought they not on
that account to despailr or murmur against God, but rat.her to praise
and glorify Him who was led to death as a leper....*

Upon their arrival in England, the Franciscans bound themselves by duty
and love to devote a considerable part of their ministry to those cast off
from human society because of this terrible infection.

Much more might be written concerning the English scene of the thir-
teenth century, the era when the Franciscans first came to the Isle.
However, enough of political conditions and ecclesiastical and social
developments has been deseribed herein for one to appreciate the Minors!
real worth and their endeavors to alleviate many of the difficulties re-~
tarding the progress of the English people.

b9pia., xxii.



CHAPHER II
FRANCISCAN ORIGINS

The contribution of the Franciscans were intimately related to the
founding purpose of the movement, A4 thesis that is to set forth aspects
¢f impertant achievements of the Franciscans does well to include a see~
tion on those significant origins relative to the Order. Furthermore, a
narration of Franciscan origins should recognize the influence exerted by
Francis of Assisi, founder of the Order, preeminent saint of the middle
ages,l from whom the Order gets its name. What the founder of the Francis-—
can Order desired was far more than the foundation of an cvrcier;2 he longed
for a true awskening of the Church in the name of the evangelical ideal
which he had found. St. Francis desired to imitate Jesus st any price,3
in deed and in splrit. 4s a result many Europeans awoke when they heard
of the penitent {rom a little Umbrian town.h
Franeis was born sbout llu_,ﬂ the son of & wealthy cloth merchant of

Zz

issisi.®  About two years alter his converslion in his eity, Franeis pub

on the garment of a poor hermit.? He gave himself to serving the poor and

the lepers, and to rebullding such chapels as St. Damian,8 St. Peter, and

1paul Sabatier, ILife of St. Francis. Translated by lLouise Seymour
Houghton. (Hew York: Charles Seribner's Sons, 1894), xv.

“Ibld., 17.

SHenry O. Taylor, The Nediseval Mind. (lLondon: Macmillen Co., 1938),
Lth ed., I, 434,

+Sanqt1e op. ¢it., 17.

ZTaylor, _3. 01t', L51.

Sabatier, op. cit., 2.

7Herbert Holzapfal, History of The Franciscan Order. Translated by
antonine Tibesar and Gervase Brinkwarm. (ceutopolis, Lil.: Saint Joseph
Seminary, 1948), 6.

‘Taylor, op. ¢it., I, 44l.




Portiuvneula, bthe latier becoming the church of his hem't.9 While thers

one day, he heard the officiating

10

priest in celsbrating the mass repeat

the words of Christ:
1 sayingy the kingdom of heaven ig ab hand...do
ner silver, ooy money ln your nor seript

‘or Jour Journev nor two coats i ner hoew, nor g staff; for the
workmay is worthy of his meat.t

Immediately St. Francis eried onut, "This is what I have soughi®, and,

Ghrowing aside his purse, staff, and shees, he attired himeell in the poor

clothing of the Umbrian peasants, using the simpls rope for a girdle.lg

» TT.e

5 N . e
Thus he began preaching in Assisi, his howse clty.lé His sermons

wars bub simple and sincere talks accon

ad with the 5reating, ¥lord

* b % ﬁ! 2, 23 .
rive thee peacet“l* After a fsw weeks of such a devoted ministry, itwo

egtzened men of Assisi Juintavalle and

Pzter Cabonta, the latter a Canon and Doctor Together the
three wont o the 1itble Church of 8. Sieholas to consult the Gospel in

srder to discover the Divine Will., They were led te Liabbhew 19:21, Iluke

{ F T g S o By g 4
9:2, and Habthew 1H2h:

If Thou will be perfect, zo sell what thou hast Fl“c it to
Tha DOOY .« And e 3 i e L God and Lo

heal the sick. He sald unbo them, 'take noth*nv gour journsy,
neither staff, nor seript, nor bresd, nor money; nsither have tw
coabsl. .. lf any man will come after me, let him deny himselif and
take up his cross and follow me ™

Francis proclaimed to his plsdged companions, "That chall be our life
and our rule, do as you nave heardl” Joined by Gilsc of Assisl, these men

olzapfel, on. cib., 4e
USabaticr, op. gib., 69.

111pid.

1o  zaprel s OB c;u., he

13Sabat1er, op. git., 71.

lﬁholzd,_@l op. cit., 4
151big.

leqf,thr ope €ibas 75



Lo

penance went everywhere serving the lepers, preaching peace, and announcing
the Kingdom of Gad.l7 Their first meeting-place was an absndoned hut in
the country ealled Rivetorto, a short distance from Portiuncula, their
first place of prayer.18 ¥hen Francis journeyed tﬁ:zeek the popsts con-
firmation for the rule which ﬁ@ had drewn, thelr number had reached
twelve.1? After some deliberation Imnocent III received them graciously,
confirmed their way of life, and gave them permission to preach the
ﬁssage.za

On his return to Assisi Francis called his followers the Friars
Hinoy,” This was done in order to comtrast the humility of the men of

hig Order with those of the traditional orders.z2

As ordinary pesople, they
wers to estesnm themselves lowly and submissive in mind and deed. The
{riars, therefore, continued their formsr activities, the preaching of
penance and common labor. Choosing Portiuncula as a meebing place, they
built themselves common hubs around the little church which the Benedietines
of it, Subasio had glven them. They always mel there, especially for Pente~

oct and the feast of St. Michael, sharing thelr experiences and encourag-
ing each other bo fideliiy in their calling.

According to anecient tradition, the Franciscan Order was officially

established April 16, 1209. What actually took place on this day was a

free organigzation of friars impelled by a fervent religlous ideal. 8%.

17144

187574 |

l%zoger of [endovcr, Ihe Flowers of History. ZTranslated by J. 4.
¢iles. {London: Henry G. Bohn, 13&9), IT, 294, Henceforth referved to
as Ro%er cf Wendover,

Qfatthew of Westminster, The Flowers of Hiatorv. Translated by
C. D. iounge. (London: Henry G. Botm, 1853), 11, 106
211pid., 105.
22Tbid.




16

. 2 , ‘
Franeis developed three rules for his Crder: 3 the Rule of 1210, the Rule
of 1221, and the Rule of 1223, To these Rules, at the close of his life,
4 o1z . g v ’J 5 . :

he added his Final Will and Testament.4 [Ho presented the First Bule to
Pors Innocent IIT for szanction in 1210, The objeciive of the DRule was to
direct and encourage his discipless bto follow the only perfect example of
umanity, Jesus Christ, It is held by some that the Rule oi 1210 alone
. : p oo . co 25 3 4 %% i
is truly the work of St. Franeis, obher promulgations aseribed to him
being the work of the organized Church and later ministers of the Order.zé
In the First Hule

A1l is alive, fres, spontanecus;...it may be swamed up in two

phrases; the appeal of Jesus to man, "Come, follow me," the act

of man, MHe left all and followed him.

Th st followers of the Nule were like the Apostles of Christ in that

hey roved about pregehing the Gospel. They always maintained themselves

in a state of poverty, having no home, no property, and no money. They

devoted themselves to the sick, especlally to the lepers; their minds and
hearts were centered on saving others.

By 1221 the Franciscan Order had increased so grsatly that the First

<9

-

fuls had lest its adequacy. Inerefore, Francis formulated another Rule
to meet the neW'demand.jO In the Second Huls are Bible passages and regu-

lations of the Order. 31 411 members of the Order were admonished Lo

43h072uof~l op. eite, 5.

~4“1 Tuls of “1210 has not b
1221, 1223, and the Will of St. T
this w?rk, Pp. 47-58.

Jjabatier, op. cit., 25L4.

261pbid., 253,

R7Ibid.

2$Polzapfol, op. cit., 15.

29Tbid.

30Fhe Rule of St. Irancis, 1221, quoted in Paul Sabatier, op. cit.,
2558f, Henceforth referred to as the Hule of 1221.

3lsee Appendix II, pp. 51-56.

een preservad. [emains of the Rules of
Franeis may be found in the Appendix of
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dispense with obstacles, cares, and anxieties in order to be fres to give
themselvea without reservation to the great missipn te which they pledged
their lives "with a pure heart and a sinecere purpose.® The Minors were
instructed to devatevthemselves to watchfulness and prayer that they should
be found worthy "to escape all things which would come to pass, and te
appear upright before the Soh of Ean.“le In contrast to the Rule of 1210,
the Bule of 1221 was extraordinarily long, covering at Jeast ten folio
pages.

‘ The year of 1223 marked the foundation of a thlrd Rule aseribed to
the founder of the Order. Called the Regula Bullata,BB it was approved
by Honorius III in 1223‘3h According to the Rule, means of sustenance
were the duty of lsbor, Begging for almws was retained,vbut the acceptance
of mongy indlvidually was still prohibited. 35 hecor g to the Third Rule
the brothers were to be obedient, chaste and without personal pos ﬁssians.Bé
who aspired for mambership in the Order werc %o bhe aexamined as to
their faith and the sacraments of the Church. If they weres pure enough to
be accepted, they were instructed to sell their possessions and give to the
poory after this the seekers were glven the garments of probation, which
included two gowns without cowls and belts, ithen the year of probation
was over, they were to be received, with the promise always to observe the

franciscan 1ife and Rule.37 These bends were never to be broken. The

=

321pid.

53Holﬁapfel, op. git., 15.

Sfienry Bettunuod:—Téd ), Bocuments of The Christian Church. (Hew
York: Oxford University Press, 1947), 181,

357he Rule of 1223, quoted in Henry Bettenson, ed., ﬁocunents of The
Christian Church. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1947), 183,
Henceforth referrced to as The Rule of 1223,

30The Rule of 1223.

371pig.
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clerieal brothers were required to perform the divins sorviece in sccordance

e

with the Holy Church. The duties of the lay brothers were Lo say "bwenty-

four paterncsters ab Matins, {lve at lands, seven each ab Prime, Terce,
Sext, and None, twelve al Vespers, seven at the Completorium,” and to pray
for Lhe dead.o” They were never to guench the spirit of holy prayer and
devolion, because other activities were subordinate to these. Uobt only
were the brothers to possess nothing, bub they were to serve God in poverty

and humility. They were not to be ashamed in seeking alms. If a bishop

was not to preach. Further~

-
@

forbade a brother to mresch in the dioccese, h

more, no brother was to pieack to the people unless he had been examined

%

and approved by ithe gensral mivister of the brotherhood and had been given

special permissgion to do so. He was exhorted fo use pure lanmuage and to -

speak brief discourses according to the exampls of Christ. The brother
was not only reguired to obey, bubt he was exhorited to be on guard against

wride, vainglory, envy, avay ,Lcc, s and the like. A brobther was c’nafgéd not
to hold‘cgnversation with wopen, in order that suspicion would not be
aroused; women were nob to cuber rummeries unless they had been given

by the popes. Withovt aonproval of their provineial
ministers, the brothers were not to go on wissions to the Saracens and other
infidels, and only those who wmere physically £it for the missions were al-
lowed to undertake thom,39

£

When Francis bscame 111 and death was near, he wrole a word of fare-

b4
[

well to his brethren.AO Called the "Last Testament,® it collects in shor

sentences all the teachings from the letters and General Chapters.hl

381pid.

39Tbid.

k0 Fchannes Jorgensen, St. Francis of Assisi. (london: longman, Green
and Go,, 1912), 316.

411bid., 3235.



Briefly, Francis recalls his sinful state and the effects the sight of

1

lepers had upon him. The "Host High' revealed to him that he should live

in accordance with the "Holy Gospel,™ and that brothers should sesk holy
poverty if they were to live sccording to Christ. 7This meant that they
would always live as strangers and pilgrims. Francis was anxious thut the
brothers not regard this will as another Rule, said he,

for this is only a reminder, a warning, an exhortation. It is

my last Will and Testament, that I, Brother little Francis, make

for you, my blessed Brothers for nhls that we may observe in a

more catholic way tihe Hule which God has put before us...ind I,

Brother Francis, your little one and servant, as far as I can,

confirm to you within this most holy blessing. Amen.

There were three disbinct orders constitubing the Franeiscan movement
in the years after its inception. The first of these, the Friars Kinor,
dating from 1209, when St. Francis obtained from Tnnocent III an unwritten

. approbation of the simple rule he had preparved for the guidance of his

first companions, is the onz spoken of thus far. The two additional ones

[£2]

are the Poor Clares, also known as the Nuns of St. Clare, end the Brothers
and Sisters of P‘en&mce&:.l*'3 Despite the fact of the founding of the Poor
Clares in 1212, it did nobt recelve its rule from St. Franels until twelve

years later, about the time of the arrival of the Minors in England.hh

The year 1221 is assipned by tradition as the founding date of the
Brothers and Sisters of Penance, now known as Tertiariss or the Third
Order. This wag devised by 5t. Francls as dddle ground between the

cloister and the world for those who wished to follow the steps of the

saint but were prohibited by marriage or other ties from entering the

hzThL Will of St. Francis, 1226, quoted in Thomas C. Mendenhall,
Basil IV, i Henning, T and A. S. Ford, :{dba}.c and Institutions in European
History. {(New York: Henry Holt and Co., 1948), 42,
43These orders are also known respectively as the First, Second, and
Third Orders of St. Francis. See Catholic Encyclopedia, VI, 217.
#Pascal Robinson, "Franciscan Order," Catholic Encyclopedia, VI, 217.
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First or Second 0rder.k5 At

the time when some lay people were impatient
with the indolent and sometimes scandalous lives of wany clerics in
southern Burope, they were inspired with the idea of reforming Christen-
dom by preaching.ké Although this UOrder generally signified lay merbers
who did not necessarily live in community, it was subdivided into two
sub-claczses: regulers and seculars. The former lived in convents and took
certain vows, The latier lived in the world and took no vows, merely
making a promige to live the good 1ife.A7

4 student of the founding and maiden activities of the Franeciscan
Order cannot fail to be impressed by the charitable spirit and by the wisdom
and foresight of the founder and his followers. Here is seen clearly the
real meaning of self-sacrifice, in a way seldom seen since the days of Jesus
znd his earliest disciples. The ancisnt Bule and Testament of Francis not
only bespeak the vision ofvthe gaint and ths determinstion that all who
willed might follow the clearer light, but they are worthy for people of
every age who are committed to leading lives of devotlon and humble ser-
vice to their fellowmen.

Thue, the Friars of 3t. Prancis, who possessed a goodly part of the
vision of their originator, and who were animeted by his spirit of charity

and passion to serve, were Lo give a favorable response to an invitation

to come into England and assist in movements for reform.

4o1bid. '

héBemedictine Jarrett, "Third Order,® Catholic Zncyclopedia, XV, 637.

4hihercas the regulars of the Third Order participated in all the
indulgencee granted the First and Second Orders, they could not assume
for themselwves the leniency accessible to the seculars. See {atholic
Encyclopadia, XV, 537.




CHAPIER IIT
THE ARRIVAL OF THE FEANGISCANS IN ENGIAND

Within two decades following the founding of the Order in 1210, the
firgt contingents of the Franciscans arrived in Ingland. HNine members
of the Order made the advent in 1224, Tour being clerks and five laymen.
Three were Inglishmen by birth, one from Horfolk, ancther from Northampion,

and the third from Devon, One of the priests was from Piss, ons from

i

Florence, and another from Lombardy., Yhe remaining two came from elsewhere
in Italy. Agnelus, one of the nine, probably had been received into the
Order by Francis himself in 1211; Richard of Ingeworth had joined the
brotherhood in Italy and had besen among the first to cross the Alps in
1217; lLawrence of Beauvals, who had apparently known $b. Franecis in the
past, returned to visit him in 1225 and was one of the two to whom the
saint, on request, gave his tunic. The Franciscans were assisted in their
crossing to England by the monks of Fiecamp. Upon reaching Canterbury
they stopped for two days at the priory of the Holy Trinity. Four of this
group get out for lLondon while the other five went to the Priessts! Hospital
and remained there unbtil further prowvisions were made for them. The four
brothers who set outl for London were kindly received by the Dominican
preachers (who had preceded the linors to England in 1221), and remained
with them for Tifteen days. Soon the brothers hired a house at Cornhill
for themselves. They made cells and filled the gaps in the partition with

grass, a simple device wnich was endured until the next summer,

.f . 3 3 ™ - I’y £ 2 > == _ a % 3
“Dont David Knowles, The Heligious Orders in Fngland. (Cambridge:
The University Press, 1948), 130.




Shortly before the Feast of ALl Saints,? the friars scabbered.
Brother Richard of Ingeworth and Brother Eichard of leven went to Oxford
and remained there eight days in the dormitory of the preachers of the

in,
!

Dominican Order.” They then hired a house in St. Bbb's parish, remaining

]

until the following sumser, when they went te Northampton. In Oxford,
the Franclscans were received by Robert le MHercer. While at his house the
Order received many honorable bachelors and nobles. Later they hired a
house from Richard le Muliner, who bostowed the site and the house upon
the community of the town for the use of the friars. In Canterbwry the
king gave the Franciscans ten marks; with which thsey built a chapel so
meager than one carpenter made 1% in a single day.h

The Franciseans, as a rules, seated their comvents and Order in the
most wretehed l@calities. In the largest towns they chose the swampy, low,
and undrained spots in the most neglected guarters. HMany of their build-

ings, in contrast to the great monasteries and ibbeys that execite us today,

=
were small and low and insignificant in appearance.’

In many respects the
poverty of iLhe Franciscans' buildings corresponded with that of the sur~
rounding districts.

In Bngland as elsewhere the Franciseans taught humility, bemperance,
unworldliness, patience, and submission to aut’nority.6 Since their learn-—
ing was directed to practical ends, their efforts were to train men for
interpreting the Holy Scriplure logically to supply the literal and prac-

tical meaning rather than the allegorical and mystical. Students resorted

%A church feast observed on Hovember 1st of each year.

Jonumenta Franciscana, op. c¢it., 5-9.

4ipid., 19-21.

?ﬁonumenta Franciseana, op. cit., xviii.

Y. E. W. Stephens, The &nglish Church. (London: Nacmillan Co., 1909),

307 .



to their English schools dus to the superior reputation of the Oxford friars

wno bhad come to supply professors to foreign schools and universi ties.v
Hobert Grosseteste, in a letter to Gregory IX, mraised the friars of
A

Ingland and stated their excellence and usefulness o the peopls of

Zngland, They illuminabted the land with the brilliant light of preaching
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and teaching.” The Bishop

devotion and humility the peopls run o hear f{rom the friars the holy

word of l1life, to confess thelr sins, to bz tausht the laws of 1living; if
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ould sse the advancement they
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too, would say that ths light had arisen

! PR o, S red T Lo ey o~ & .
we shadow of deabth. The friars continued to show obedicnce to pre-—

lates and to the head of the Churchy they were pablient in tribulation and

abobained even in the widst of wlenty. Oo indispensable were the

=

3 o Y o [ I - LI
cans' services to the in time gave his

enthusiasn

wholehearted support Lo

trought by the Order of
¥hile some of the older dnglish orders were lkindly disposed to the

many other clergy were jJjealous of the friars' infiuvence.™™ The

lattber were criticizad for nob condining thelr activity to manual labor

i

and £o reading and grayer liks the older orders. fhey were accused of

ing scandal on the Church in their manner of teaching, their dress,
snd in their dependence upon alssgiving. brzaking
doery the nobtion that Jalty and clergy were distl

o

and water that would not mix,  a notion Lfosbor:

¥
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{' bj.\}. .y 560 .
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SGrosssteste Ue b ite, 1 {9 .
2 ot 4 d

‘)Ib-l.(& .y ]-0@ .
1o munenta Francizcaina, Sp. gib., XXV,
Ibid., xsoxviii.
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kind of disfavor was to be expscbed from clergymen of had repute, who knew

“

the friars were brought to Ingland for the express purpose of amending the
5 12

conduct of religion on the Isle.
Despite criticlsm, the Minors struck a sympathetic chord and at once

of

found favor in the larger towms of IEngland. Within six months of their
landing they had established friaries in the English centers of ecelesi-
astical, eivil and intellectual life. Within the next {ive years at least
a dozen more houses were founded at such places as Norwich, Worcester,
Hereford, Cambridge, Hobttingham, and Stanford. By 1240 about twenty other
friaries were added in Ungland and penetrabion made into the land of Scot-
lznd, And in the period of their first thirty years in Dngland their
number had increased to 1,242, the most rapld increase being in Londong

. . 1
Canterbury, Oxford, Cawbridge, Hereford, and Lymn,

2 more remariable when we recall

e

The aeceptance of the Franciscans

thelr aim to upheld the honor and digniity of the floman See at 2 time when

C-J

it was despised and had ceased to comand genuine regpect in Ingland for
the administration of pelitical affairs. Donabtlons were constantly made
1o the Order for fostering ibs C!a“lu ble programs, The great numbsr and
the small size of these gifts indicate the class frowm whom they were re-
ceived, and are a bestament o Franciscan popularity.

In contrasting the miserable state of the Franciscans upon their ar—
rival in England with the place of lwmportance which they achlieved very

Y botes

early, Bnowles ez that the Franeclscans did not appear to be men of

12This statement does not imply that all English clergymen who locked
unfaverably on the Franciscans were cleries of bad repute. Matthew of
Paris was one such eritiec of the Ilinors whose intellect and labors were
_well ig;eemed and accepted,
wanunenta\Franc*scana, op. cit., 10.

Enowieb, Obe gib., 131-132.
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eented by the rise of renowned cathedrals, by the binafi-

3

cent acbivities of mendicant orders, by the founding ol great inmstitublions

'Y

of lsarning, by ithe formalation of theologieal dogma, by the betlerment of

v

the plight of the underprivileged. Lot only were the Franciscans a pard
of bthese developmanis, bub z%xa,, were a cousplelous element whose endeavors,

SuCI’lflCGb and convribntions were indispensable Lo the liwves of the

j
Ey

« i “ 3

English. The country and its peoplss were mads betber intellectually,
politically, socially, and splritually by the Franciscans having accepbted

the bawvitation exbtended by the 3ishop of Llneolrn in 1223 and begen their

laber on the Isle,



CHAPTER IV

ASPECTS OF FRANCISCAN CONTRIBUTIONG
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Iolawin Smith,‘g History of England. {Chicago: Charles Scribner's
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Yacmilian Co., 1 M) 349
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S“ﬁarzrd, LQAS), 21
“lastings uabdi 11, fhe Universitles of ourope in Jhe diddle Apzes.
Edited by F. M. Powicke and A. B. Zmden. (Oxford: The Clarendon Press,
1936), 111, 66,
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In the Franciscan Order there were threo classes of schools in the thir-
tecnth canbury ,5 which ineluded: (1) General Stuﬁﬁ.es,é in orzarde connse-
tion with a universityy (2) General Stmd«s » not affiligbed with 5 unde
versitys (3) Parbicular Studles, sleo ealled Provineial or Loecal Stadies.
The Loeal Studles were open to the public as well as to the {riars 7

In this discussion the treatment will be limited te those institutions
situsted in EZngland, namely, Uuford and Combridge Universities. mford; as
a city, posssssed the advaniages required to becove the home of tho nation's

futeye groeabest insbitution of lesrping. 1o centrel position in the king-
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Henry XTI, Einz of Snglend, sxd hls program of intramwral reprisals oces-

sioned by his ruarrels with Thomes a' Beckeb, Archblshop of Cenborbury,
G

Thess seholare of dispersion tended

hogethsr with the dng of the french.
to congregabe under Lhelr lornsr rasters and bo bring inlo Inglond thelr
former studiss, discipline, and orvganization, as far as Lhe sliered circun
stances permitted. Onford is the only tewn where these scholars are known

o have gon ;re.gm‘t,d‘m

JRolzapfel, op. cibe., 217.

&7rs General Studies wiih the greatest dipnibty were comnecled with
the upiversities. See Holzapfel, op. git., 217.
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As a center of speculative thought and religious life, Oxford con-
tributed much to the making of English history. Its influence upon re-
ligious life opened a new page in the annals of England and in the civilized
mld.u Foreigners came to Oxford as the school that was superior to all
others. This assertion is justified by the products of the University.
Whereas, Italy produced Thomas Aquinas, the great theologian and organizer;
Germany, Albertus Magnus, the laborer; and Spain, Raymond Lully, adventurer
and genius, institutions of no other nation can show a succession of names
comparable to the English schoolmen for originality, breadth, and variety
of attginmenta.m Products of Oxford were a part of a great procession
of the most celebrated scholars ever to procesd from the halls of any
institution of learning.’

The Franciscans were very influential factors in the development of
Oxford University. Indeed, the majority of the greatest and most renowned
teachers of Oxford University were men of the Franciscan Order & At
Oxford it was the Franciscan lectors who soundly established and maintained
the services and fame of the University.'” The University of Oxford
profited immensely through its incorporation of the schools of the Qrder.m
This is appreciated today in full recognition that the plight of the Fran-
ciscans at Oxford was not easy at all times. They were not welcome by all,
nor did they remain there without great difficulty.

d., 257.
% Eccleston, Monumenta Franciscana. Edited by J. S. Brewer.
(London: Logman, Brown, Green, Longmans, and Roberts, 1858), Loxxi.
Hence h cited as Monumenta Franciscana.
d., ooe-lxoxd.
I
1za 1, oD« _&c, .
161bid.
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Hot only was the influence of the Franciscans felt at Oaford Univer-
sityy trougn Lo & somevhat lesser degres, Franciscan influence was a con-
tribubing factor in the develoment of the Undversity of Cambridee.
Canridge, as an institubtion of lesrming, first acpeavsd in history in con-

nection with the dispersion followinr the sugrension of clerios from

The ozeosion was the acoidental 4
wopen st bhe hands of s clerie. The oflenfer®s ouarbers wore raided by

» several elerics were arsrebendsd and, upon the

my two or Lhrce of the clevies were ha.zgmlf Cler

.

clorices were sblackod by townsn

n and hud bo flce for safely. Yooy went
Yo Casbridee. / Kowever, in 1244, a lsgislstive ordinance wss .;adxessad
bo ths burgesces of (mford \,n‘,@mm:’ bhe following: those confesging bo
o gonvieled ol hanging the clerics would do penance; congessiong in hbft‘.@l
rontals wouldd Lo given the clerdes; the bown was Lo provide something ap-
mosching pensions for poor scholars; fssbival grants were Lo be given to
the patrons of scholars; food was 0 be sold ab g reasonable rate: and an

23 o

: woeld be obesrved uss to be bLaken by {ifty of the

Sath bhalb iz srdinang
alef burgesses: Lhls oabh was to be renswed smually by as sary of the
. s . . a0
eidef burgspses gs the bishop should requirs.”
Witk the peburn of the ¢lerics bo Uxilord in 121k, Candvidge was de-
sarted by scholars. irom Loan wnbil 1229 nothing definite is lkmoun con-

o

carning

1228 bhere occurred naother oiodus of
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before had doune, offered an asylum bo such scholars, exteanding certaln touns

in &nglend for their residence. One place to which they repaired was fam~
bridge. Afber the Paris migration a distinct academic organizatbion became

traceabls to C@JUT&Q?eaol

The Franciscans sarly sxsried influence upon the Undversity of fam-

. 22 sy aa e Al d 1o o . -
pridge. It is highly probable that Hinors came bto Cambridge shortly after

° '] & Yoy 9 O
their arrival in Englend, perbsps in 1224 or 1225.“3 As at (xford, the
mendieants gavs to Cambridge its earliest pattern of collegiate life.  Con-
cerning the intluence of the Franciscans ab Cambridge University, it has been
said that thelr establislements gave stability to the struggling University

- 3

- . . : f a s
and aided in preventing its dissolution in times of stress, Thus, despite

the fact that Cembridge ¢id mot enjoy the mrestige of Guford, it ranked
with the Universities of Paris and Uxford as an adequate institution for
theologians t&roughvthe services of Tinely trained jeachers and students
wne were followers of St. Francis.

A second disbinguishing contribution of the Franciscans to England in

thirteenth cenbury was bhe guccession of members who were renowned for

e
=
@

thelr exceptional scholarship. Somz of the most brilliant minds and

scholars in the thirteenth century intellectually world belonged te the

Francisean Order. Thisz great galaxy of savants was hesaded by Hebert

Gi@SSBbGSue, flrsb chancellor of Oxford University and latsr Bishop of

Lincoln. Grosseteste probably was Quford's most noted teacher, and is said
2

.
to have given Oxford its peculiar character.“” Grosseteste was an

ﬂrbi'ﬂ-, ~fu. ’

zzﬁolzapfel, op. cit., 220.

fuashuall, on. cit., 294.

2%, W, Rouse | Ball, Cawbridge haners, 185. Gited in Rashdall, op.
eib., 2%.

25holzamfel on. git., 219.

it
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intellectual giant whose range of learning was warivaled, embracing phi-
logophy, mathematles, gecmebry, physies, Hebrew, and Greek as well as

theology. He was a prolific writer on all such subjects.% But whalt con-

&

stituted his chief claim to the gratitude of his contemporaries and of

s as . : . . a .. 2 s
posterity was his direcbing all lsarning to practical ends.<! In his

28

lectures bo the bretlwen he urgsd thsm to study. Ha labored to point

out the necessity for the systematic study of theology, predicting to his

»

students thait the appalling results of ignorance would befall them just
29

a8 they had other religious men.
During the administration of Grossesieste over the sse of Lincoln, nob

only did he exergise jurisdiction over masters and scholars of Oxford, but

he also c:;f_aim power to regulate matteré of purely academic cozl-cez'n.%

'3

Howsver, as long as Lincoln was presided over by Oros

1
5

teste, there was

.

harpony between the University and the dioeese, and the University wa

31

en—-

(%7}

couraged and protected, In making their contributions to Ingland in the
thirteenth century, the Franciscans were more indebied to Hobert Grosse~

he excepblon of the foun

teste than to any other single
of the Order himselfl.
Second only to the great bishop in learning and versatiliiLy of gifts

was his inbimate friend, Adam de larisco, the first brother of the Urder

appointed by Crosseteste to read lectures at Cxford 2% Adam de Lariseo

26smltn, op. git., 105-106.
2%, R.W. Stephens, The English Church. {Iondon: The ¥acmillan
' GO-‘; %9), 32J“223
ashdall, op. eit., 241,
Flonumenta Franciscana s 0p. cit., 1.
3 Rashdall, op. git., 1l4.
3i1pid., 115.
3%5terhens, op. ¢it., 326.




was a native of Somers: tshi?e,BB a priest, Oxford-trainsd. Under the
vardenship of Angellus of Pisa, Adam de Marisco entered the Francisecan
Order al Worcester bebween 1236 and 1239, 34 Upon the elevation of frosse-~
teste to the bishepric of Lincoln, Adam de Marisco succeeded to the
egrgneellorshin of Oxford Univsrsit ,,.35 It was under his direction thst the
position second to nong, not sven to the eminent Uni-

*

versity of Paris. Ths testlmony by RBoger Bacon, another Franciscan scholar
of note, is indicative of the worth and contribution of Adam de MHarlsco
as a schooluon.

The intimacy of Adam dz Mariseo with IHobert CGrossebeste and Simon de

ed their

"rﬁ

Hontfort, two greabt reformers of the period, suggests that be shar

sentiments on the greab political and religlous questions which agitated

_1:

the reign of Henry ITI, With Gros:

&

cteste, Adaw de Marisco insisted on

(_‘.‘

firm resistance to the secularizing spirit rapidly invading the Shurch and

. 37

srasping its temporal possesslons Among, Adam de Harisco's lsbiers
written to people of various walks of 11&,,38 ¢ diseovers that Grosseteste,

Bionumenta Francis scana, 0p. cibt.,

I41bid., Lwxxix.

J5f%1d., FooEdidi.

3“&31& Roger Bacon, "Bt adhue valgus pnllgsophantzu, senmper ost
impsriectun ob pavcl sapientissimi fuerunt in perfections rhilosophae.
Ut. primi compesitores, ub Salomo, deinde Aristoteles pro tempore sup;
posbea Avicenna, et in diebus nostris Dominus Robertus Episcopus nuper
Lincolniensis et Frater Adam de lMariscoj; guia hi fuerunt perfecti in omni
sapientia et numguam fuerunt plures neffecti in philosophia.? OCited in
Monumenta Franciseana, _op. Gite, C.

Tionurenta Franciscana, op. git., Lmowiil

jéﬁdan de Marisco's letter to 3imen de hontfort and his counbtess ex-
presses idesgs of reform. It also reflects confidence and perssverance in

reforms. It seems thet Adam de Marisco is fully cognlzant of the treachery

an? deceid which surrounded Simon de donuforu, for he suggests in his
lebter that the only hope of safety for the Barl against the danger of
his enemies, the plots of his deceibful friends and the Teverses of the
world, was in reliance upon God, who sits on the throne of jJusiiee and
judceqant. Ibid., Xci-zcii, ’

Loevidi.
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the great spiritual reformer of the church, and Simon de Montfort, the

champion for civil freedom for the peopls, were acting in cordial cooper-
. 39 ., , N e .

ation, Hany reformers had given up, but Adam de Harisco sncouraged

Grosseteste to persevere. He mentions his owm nersisience and frecuent

demressions because of {ilthiness and vileness and foolishness of clerks

in mavaging affairs of the Church. He furthsr admonished the blshoo not
%0 delay in corracting thsse conditions. Adam de Marisco expressed his

P B 3 . O T R S T g cemir et e 2 & , o £ -
veadiness to serve the bishop in any way vossible in the propozaed reforma-~

In additien to other duties Adam de Marisco was selected 25 counsellor

o

or confessor ab eourh. His influence on Henry III was so great that he was
used twice on forelign diplomatic missions. He enjoved the confidence of
fueen Bleanor, who was also listed among his correspondents.hl

Roger Bacon, philosopher, scientist, and theologlan, was the third

4) 2 2 3 > < 3

great teacher of Oxford in the thirteenth century.42 Born in the town of
Oxford, he studied at the University as well azs at the University of Pﬁris;hs
while at the latter he joined the Franeiscan Order.bh' Bacon is remembered
for his refutation of the authority of the Church in szientific matters,
He contended that all propositions should be sustained by proofs based on
L5

experimentation.

A fourth Francisecan scholar who became celebrated as an eminent teacher

> Ronumenta franciscana, op. eib., booviii-xciv,

507pid., xe-zci.

Alﬁom David Enowles, The felisious Order in England. {Cambridges
The University Press, 19,8), 181.

L2rashdall, op. cit., 238.

“Illenry Q. Taylor, The licdieval Hind, 4th odition. (Iondon: The
Macmillan Co., 1938), II, 516.

hhtpid., 517.

45Tpid., 515.
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was John Duns Scotus, a Scottish scholastic theologian. Scotus exhausted
Lmgelf in his carcer and work. 4 man of strong will, Scotus faltered in

labor no more than his reasoning wavered in its most intricate course to

honest eonclusions, His learning wes complete. He knew the Bible and the

Fathers and was a master of theology, astronomy, mathematics and philoso-
[ -

phy. One might expzsct such a man to be of tremendous influence through

P " - % T » U

the reactions occasioned by his masterful teachings.™!

Franciscan scholarship was also influential apong the writers and

chroniclers in the thirteenth century. Iv is held by soms that the early

Winors have left move intimste records of their doings than any other con-
temporary religious body. DBesides the literature directly connescted with

the founder and his early followers, the Iinors of the second generation

Y,

vhe Order and its luminaries as they saw them. The

(o]
o
m

gave vivid accounts o

o

very simplicity the Franciscan chroniclers were taught to prize and a sense

jo
i3
.
3
cF

that they were a new leaven in the Cluorch, together with a real apprecia-
tion of the sainted and remarkable personalities of their brethren, com-
T3 3 1 s L K l{,% b b} ] [r21] 3 s 1

binasd te inspire these compositions The chronicler Thomas de Eccleston,

o

anthor of De Adventus Fratrum Minorum In Angliam, was one of the best his-

4

o

torians of the Order. A9 1t is velieved that Ieeleston attended Gxford,

visited london and other places, and had mown geveral eminent Inglish

. 50 gt o]

friars. fceleston began collecting materdal for his book al the age of
PP 2

Korhig., 543.
L7Tpid., 548.
48%nowles, op. CLG., 127.
%ﬂxum@nta franciscana, 0p. cit., <di.
F“Knowles, op. cib., 127.
iionumenta Franciscana, op. git., Ixxii.
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success of the Order, especially its sebtlement and progress in Snglande52
He gives a clear and untarnished plcture of the Minors in their poverty
1fied by the coinent schoolman of a later peried, 53

it e A diiade mem tires .
stabed bhat he wWas an ¢
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harity showm to the frisrs

+
Iy

uring the years a

2

to be singularly free Ifrom sgolsm, remarkably sober and accurate., Uith

=

ibs simplicity, it is one of the last examplss of that chronicling genius

o o

iistinguished the counirymen of Bede for five centuries zafter his

e 3

death'54 With such stalwarts as Robert CGrosseteste, idam de Harisco, Hoger

con, and Thomas de Feclesbon in their orblit fighting, serving, and re-
forming, the Pranciscans wers inevitably to leave their imprint upon the
annals of Lnglish history.

It should be remembered that the Order was founded for more than re-
ligious motives. TFranecis was interested also in the thysical welfare of
humanity. Therefore, the Franciscans were forczd into related studies in
order to prepare themsslves for social work among the large town popula-
tions. The early abtenlion of the friars to disease and sickness developed
within the Order those medical studies and pursulbs for which they became
renowned.Bs Paysics had been studied before as a requirement of academic

~

ward thes relisf

ot
-

training, but now knowledge therefrom was to be directed

of human suffering. ILnowledge of physical scisnce followed in the foot

steps of the Franciscan missicnary. With this knowladge of scientifile

skill, the physicists and the missionaries were acquainted with the

22Tpid., 1xxi.

23Tbid., lxxiv.

Shgnowles, op. cit., 128.

5otfonumenta, “r&%CI&caﬂa, op. cit., xiii-x1iil.
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composition and decomposition of bodies, the art o

23

distillation, and the

use of laboratories., This knowledge snd skill made them popular with the

mercantile classes, whose enterprises carrvied them into various trading

4

areas of the world.o P

E ) vo© r g
Finally, Prancie intended that all his followers preach. 57 His

s

ciples were Lo work not only towsrd the sanctilication of their own soul,

" 58 o

but they were to seek the salvation of others as well.”® He based this

1 3, 2

intention on the ezample given by Christ and his fellowers and included

in his rules zmaterial on preachin 5i He caphasized that 1f one could not
1 .| 3 4 2 60
rreach by word of mouth he could do se in his daily conduct.

The Franciscan method made an unusually deep lupression upon the

seople, being adapted to the regulrements of those classes in the commun—

= Iy

ity for whom the Franciscans felt the decpest sympabthy. The new style in

oo as . 61 ,
vrzaching was founded on meditation and experience, as well as on the

&

)

needs of the lower classes, for the Franciscans had teo speak to the hearts

of unlearned men and women, however rough and insulting the treabments

62

they sometimes received. Preaching as well as poverty was the greab ob-

Ject of the Francisecan's 139,97 This new approach to preaching was less

o
&
l.,.b
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formal bubt not less eilfe 1t was sulted bto audiences of Loith sexes,

i

(3

well

[}

roa 3

(55

appealing directly Lo the deeper emotions und belag popu

a 3 6 .‘Q
dramatic.

56

thid., xiw.
D&bduldr, op. cibe, 33.
{olzapfel, op. cit., 172,
)9T1'1€3 Rule of lﬁ:..B
;olzapfpl Op. c¢t., 172.
tonumenta Franciscana, op. cit., xxiv.
Tbld., bioioai
63Tne frale of 1223.

%ionumenta Franeisecana, op. cit., XxXv.
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This new method caused criticism of and accusations against the Fran-
ciscans, Their opponents, jealous of the influence and results of their
preaching,65 condemned them for magnifying preaching and for deelining, in
contrast to the clder orders, to confine their lasbors. They were also
accused of making their sermons agresable to the people, of communicating
with secular persons, of bringing a scandal on the Church, and of dero;_

. o . N . . hes  B6 . s
gating from the dignilty of the clerical office. But nurbers of indi~
viduals were attracted by their sermons concerning personal experiences,
by their examples of contempt of worldliness, by their exhortations on pen-
ance; such preachers could reach their hearers with messages born out of the
depths of religlous fervor and conviction‘é7

However, as bhe number of Hinorites grew and a variety of people joined
the Order, changes had to be made concerning the responsibility of indi-
viduals for preaching. Uhereas the Rule of 1221 required the preaching be
done by permission of the ministers, the Rule of 1223 forbade one to preach

. . . - . | .
without consent of the bighop and general. The friar had to show his
abilibty to preach in order to gain his permit. The limitations on preach-
ing gave rise to two divisions of the friarsj the preachers or "Magni
Prasdicatores, who were highly appraised and regarded in the Franciscan
Order; and the lay~brothers, who were allowed to preach by conduct, bub

69 ¥ 3¢l 3 1 1 o + gl 3= 3 s f" ¥ Gd!ﬁ
were not pulpiteers, The ideal preacher wes to take his sermon from LoG's
word and to work for the salvation of souls rather than for selfish aggran-

dizement. C Because the Order of St. Francis was imbued with this fervor,

6)T01u., AL ~XLEVL

bé id., xoxvi-xcoovii.

‘ Holzapfcl, op. cib., 172.
Sm. Rule of 1223,
Holzapfel op. cit., 173.
708 Rule Of 3.
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they brought the Church home to the people, so that it made a stronger

appeal, no longer cold and distant, nor far removed from their sympnthias.71_

Tifonumenta Franciscana, op. eit., xxviii.



CHAPTER 1
SUMMARY

In the previous discussion the following aspects associlated with the
contributions of the Franciscans to England in the thirteenth century
were gone into: first, civilized Hurope of the thirteenth centuwry was a
period of momentous changes and unrest, an era of resolute emporers,
ambitious kings, and popes determined to extend the powers of the office
in the establishment of a great world ocrganization, ZIEngland, presenting
a scene rife with political contests, ecclesiasbical strife, and social
and ceonomlic change of greal conseguence, was g part of the total Buropean
patbern. The opening years witnessed civil war betwsen King John and impor-
tant barons and the accesslon of Henry III, one about whom the dissentious
barons could rally and whom they could support for s season. The politiecal
and ecclesisstical problems, together with scelal and economic disguietude,
overlapped and proved to be a severe test to Ingland's future. Hritain
waa saved from catastrophic occurrence, and the veil of the future was
lifted by vigorous reforms in which the Franciscans were conspicuous con-
tributors.

Secondly, within the Order that traces its rise and progress to the
devout genius of Francis of Assisi, there developed three distinet but
related orders: the Friars Minor, the Nuns of St. Clare, and the Brothers
and Sisters of Penance, also known, respectively, as the First, Second,
and Third Orders of St. Franeis, The rules originéting with the Order
were the Rule of 1210, the Rule of 1221, and‘the Rule of 1223, together

with the Last Testament of St. Francis. The First Rule, though not
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preserved for us, was brief and was truly the wmork of the founder. The
directive following the First Hule was supposed $o refleet the numerical

growth and developments within the Urder. The wvery heart of the organiza~

o

icn is emphasized in the Franclscan Rules: Obedience, Poverty, and

Py

Preacning. The Order was of ficially established 4pril 16, 1209 wibh the
confTirmation of Innocent III.

e

Thirdly, landing Iv Bnglsnd in 1224, the Franciscsons came to the Isle
5 oy b4

o
e
=
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upon the reguest of Robert Grosgeteste, Bishop of Ilincoln, to assist

pw‘

the efforts taken bo reform the clergy of England. The Pranciscans wers

k¥indly rseeived by the Dominican Friars and numbers of others who were

very charitable and favorably disposed toward them. Howsver, they were
post unwelcome to the established clergy, who were far removed from the
people. The Hinors located themselves auong ths most poor and nsedy, and

roved among t extending their services freely.

T"‘
L))

Finally, the thirteenth century is believed by rany to be the great-

est century of the middle ages. If such assertion is applicable to the
British Isle, much credit is due the Franciscans who labored without
faltering and maintained cells of peace amid an area where ruln and
chaos, under normal conditions, would have prevailed. The contributions
that the Order was able to malke to such a people at such time ars traced
back to the wisdom and vision of 8i. Francis, the founder of the Order,
who gave to his followers, and to all who would adhers, the flnest and

best from the fold of the cstablished Church: virtues like strength of

character 3 pul'it‘ff the DlV.Lﬂ\.. &ﬂesenc@ R avyen
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to the rost humble,

Leoking back over the peried cowerasd, rscognition must be glven to

ration that helped in
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lives of the psople of Ingland. Despibe the defects found within the

internal organization, defects inseparable from the aze in which it was

X v

conceived, the Pranciscans were, without question, at the very center of

progress and uplift. From the time of hey sought
* e P gt @y A oy Mna = LT A 3
to belp exdsting clesses o find a AL tipmes

the Order itself became sueh a bond and trust, In times of war the Fran-
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f peace, and during yesrs of polibieal
unrest they gave themselves to supplying principles of order, disecipline,

and geverament. Urom within thelr ranks came some of the meost able savants

©

s34 the‘ﬂatian; in their houses were provided homzs, peace, and religious
devotion. ?hg Urder sent forth preachers of righteousness, and ministers
to the needs of the pogr-and suffering. With thewm the devobionsl 1ife
left the cloister and came into the open, br inging radiance into the lives
of people and speaking the langusge of common folk. They fostered art
and scientific research, and revived the lost art of presching. They
were living sermons agalnsb avarice and proved to thelr generations that

people can find genuine happiness apart from worldly riches.
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APFENDIX I

"By the holy love which is in God, I pray all the {riars, ministers
as well as others, to put aside every obstacle, every care, every anxiety,
that they may be able to consecrate themselves entirely to serve, love,
and honer the Lord God, with a pure heart and a sincerc purpose, which is
what he asks above all things. Let ug have always in ourselves a taber-
nacle and a home for hinm who is the Lord God most mighty, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, who says, ‘Hateh and pray always, that you may be found worthy
to escape all the things which will come to pass, and to appear upright
before the Son of man.'

#let us then keep in the true way, the life, the truth, and the holy
Gospel of Him who has deigned for our sake to leave his Father that he may
manifest his name to us, saying, 'Father, I have manifested thy name to
those whom thou hast given me, and the words which thou has given me I have
given also unto them. They have received them, and they have lmown that
I am come from thee, and they believe that thou hast sent me. I pray for
them; I pray not for the world, but for those whom thou hast given me, that
they way be one as we are one, I have sald these things, being still in
the world, that they may have joy in themselves. 1 have given then thy

words, and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world.

*s quoted in Paul Sabatier, Life of Saint Francis. Translated by
Louise Seymour Houghton. (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1894),
255 £f.



43

I pray not that thou shouldst take them out of the world, but that thou
wilt keep them from the evil, Sanctify them through the truth; thy word
is truth. 4As thou hast sent mec into the world I have also sent them into
the world, and for thelr sake I sanctify myself that they may themselves
be sanctified in the Lruth; and neither mray I for these alone, but for
all those who shall believe on me through their words, that we all may be
cne, and/that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and that thou
lovest them as thouw hast loved me. I have made known unto them thy name,
that the love where with thou hast loved me may be in them and I in them.!
PRAYER

"Almighty, most high and sovereign God, holy Father, righteous lord,
King of heaven and earth, we give thee thanks for thine own sake, in that
by thy holy will, and by thine only Son and thy Holy Spirit thou hast
created all things spiritual and corporeal, and that alier having made us
in thine image and after thy likeness, thou didst place us in that vara-
dise which we lost by our sin., And we give thee thanks bscause after
having created us hy thy Son, bj that love which is thine, and which thou
hast had for us, thou hast made him to be born very God and very maun of
the glorious and blessed Mary, ever Virgin, and because of his cross, his
blood, and his death thou hast willed to ransem us poor captives. And we
give thee thanks that thy Son is to return in his glorious majesty to send
to sternal fire the accursed ones, those wno have not repented and have
nob known theej and to say to those who have known and adored thee and
served thee by repentance, 'Come, ye¢ blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from before the foundation of the world.' And
since we, wretched and sinful, are not worthy to name thee, we humbly ask

our Lord Jesus Christ, thy well-beloved Son, in whom thou art well pleased,



that he may give thee thanks for everything; and also the Holy Spirit,
the Paraclete, as it may please Lhee and lhem; for this we suppliecate him
wno has all power with thee, and by whom thou hast done such great things
for ws. Alleluia.

"ind we pray the glorious kother, the blessed Mary, ever Virgin, St.
liichael, Gabriel, Raphael, and all the choir of blessed Spirits, Seraphim,
Cherubim, Thropes, Dominons, Frincipalities and Powers, Virtues and
Angels, Archangels, John the Baptist, John the ZEvangelist, FPeter, Panl,
and the holy Patriarchs, the Prophets, the Holy Innoccents, Apostles,
Bvangelists, Disciples, lartyrs, Confessors, Virgins, the blessed ones,
Elijah and Encch, and all the saints who have been, shall be, and are, we
hwnbly pray them by thy love to give thee thanks for those thlﬂgo as it
pleases thee, soverelgn, true, eternal and living God, and also to ihy
Son, our wost hely Lord Jesus Uhrist; and to the Holy oblrlb, the Com-
forter, forever and ever. dmen. 4lleluia.

"ind we supplicate all those who desire to serve the lord God, in the
bosom of the Catholic and Apostolic Church, all priests, deacons, sub-
deacons, acolytes and exorcists, readers, perters, all clerks, all monks
and nuns, all children and little ones, paupers and exiles, kings, and
princes, workman and lhborers, servants and masters, the virgins, youths,
young men and old men, the sick and the well, the small and the grest,
the psoples of every tribe and tongue and nation, all men in every part
of the world whatsosver, who are or who shsll be, we pray and bessech
them, all we Brothers Minor, unprofitable servants, that all together,
with one accord we persevere in the true faith and in penitence, for out-
side of these no person can be saved.

Tlet us all, with all our hearts and all our thouw;t and all our
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strength, and all our mind, with all our vigor, with all our effort, with
all our affection, with all our inward powers, our desires, and our wills,
love the Lord Ged, who has given to us all iis body, all his soul, all
his life, and still gives them every day to each one of us. He created
us, he saved us, wicked and worthless, corrupt and offensive, ungrateful,
ignorant, bad., We desire'ﬁothing elge, we wish for nothing else; way
nothing else please us, or have any attraction for us, except the Creator,
the Redeemer, the 8aviour, sole and true God, whe is full of goodness, who
is all goodness, who is the true and suprene good, who alone is kind,
pilous, and merciful, gracious, sweel, and gentle, who alone is holy,
righteous, true upright, who alone has benignity, innocence, and purity;
of whom, by whom, and in whom is all the pardon, all the grace, all the
glory of all penitents, of all the righteous and all %he salints who are
rejoicing in heaven.

"Then lel nothing again hinder, let nothing again separate, ncthing
again retard us, and may we all, se long as we live, in every place, at
every hour, abt every time, every day and unceasingly, truly and humbly be-
lieve. Let us have in owr hearts, let us love, adore, serve, praise, bless,
glorify, exalt, magnify, thank the most high sovereign, elernal God, Trin-
ity and Unity, Father, Son, and>Holy 8pirit, Creator of all men, both of
vhose who’believe and hope in him and of thoge who love him., He is with-
out beginning and without end, ilmmitable and invisible, ineffable, incom-~
prehensible, indiscernible, blessed, lauded, gloriocus, exalted, sublime,
most high, sweet, lovely, delecltakle, and always worthy of being desired

above all things, in all the gges of ages. Amen.t



APPENDIX IT
T™E RUIS OF 1223%

1. 'This is the Rule and way life of the brothers minor; to observe
the holy Goapel of our lord Jesus Christ, living in obedience, without
personal possessions, and in chastity. Bfother Franeis promises obedi-
ence and reverence to our Lord Pope Honorius, and to his canonical sue-
cessors, and to the Roman Church. And the other brothers shall bz bound
to obey brother Francis and his successors.

2 If any wish to adopt this way of life, and shall come to our
brothers, they shall send thnem to thnelr provineial ministers; to whom
alone, and to others, permission is glven to receive brothers. ’And the
ministers shall carefully examine them in the Catholic faith and the sacra-
ments of the Churchs dnd if they believe all these, and will confess them
faithfully and observe them steadfastly to the end; and if they have no
wives, or if they have them and the wives have already entered a convent,
or 1f with permission of the diocesan bishop they shall have given them
permission to do so ~- they themselves having already taken a vow of con-
tinerice, and their wives being of such age that no suspicion can arise in
comnection with them: the ministers shall tell them, in the words of the
holy Gospel, to go and sell all that they have and carefully give it to
the poor, Bubt if they shall not be asble to do this, their good will is

enough. fAnd the brothers and their ministers shall be careful not to

“As gquoted in Henry Bettenson, (ed.) Documents of the Christian
Church. (Mew York: Oxford University Press, 1947), 183 ff.
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concern themselves about their temporal goods; so that they may freely de
with those goods exactly as God inspires them. But if advice is reguired,
the ministers shall be sllowed to send them to some God~fearing men by
whose counsel they shall dispense their goeds to the poor. After that
they shall be given the garments of probation: namely two gowns without
cowls and a belt, and hose and a cape down to the belb; unless to these
same ministers something else may at some time secm to be preferable in
the sight of Cod. sand, when the year of probation is over they shall be
received into cobedience; promising always Lo observe this way of life and
Rule, And; according to the mandate of the lord pops, they shall never be
allowed to break thesc bonds. For according to the holy Gospsl, no one
mitting his hand te the plow and looking back is {it for the kingdom of
God, And thosse who have now promised obedience shall have one gown with

a cowl, and another, if they wish it, without a cowl. And those who really
need them may wear shoes. and all the brothers shall wear huwble garments,
and may repair them with sack cloth and other remnants, with God's bless~
ing. And I warn and exhort them lest they despise or Judge men whom they
shall see clad in soft garments and in colors, enjoying delicate food and
drinks bub each one shall rather judge and despise himself.

3. The clerical brothers shall perforn, the divine service according
t0 the order of the Holy Homan Churchj; excepting the psalter, of which
they may have extracts. But the lay brothers shall say twenty-four Pater-
nosters at mabtins, five at lauds, seven each at rrime, Terce, Sext and
Nore, twelve at Vespers, seven ab the Completorium; and they shall pray
for the dead. 4nd they shall fast from the feast of All Saints to &he
Hativity of the Lord; but as %o the holy season of Lent, which begins after

the Epiphany of the Lord and continues forty days, a season the Lord
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consecrated by his holy fast ~-—those who fast during this time shall fast
until the Resurrection of the lord. At ether times the brothers shall not

4

be bound to fast save on the zixth day (Fridsy); but when there 1s a com-
pelling reason the brothers shall not be bound to observe a physical fast.
But I advise, warn and exhort my brothers in the Lord Jegus Christ, that,

when they go into the world, they shall not quarrel, nor contend with words,

nor judge others. Oub lebt them be genlls, psaceable, modest, merciful and

£
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humble, with honorable conversation towards all, as is fitting. They ought
not to ride, save when necessity or infirmiiy clearly compels them so to
do., Into whatsoever house they enter let them first say, 'Peace be to this
house.? And according to the boly Gospel it is lawful for them to
of g1l dishes placed belore them.

he T strictly command all the brobhers never Lo recsive coin or money
gither directly or through an intermediary. The ministers and guardians
alone shall make provision, through spiritual friends, for the needs of
the infirm and for other brothers who nsed clothing, according to the lo-
cality, season or ceold climate, at their discretion....

£

5. Those brothers, to whom God has given the ability

&

work faithfully and devobedly and in such a way that, avolding idleness
o 2 N3 >

the enemy of the soul, they do not cquench the spirit of holy praysr and

devobion, to which other and temporal activities should be subordinate.

As the wages of their labor they may recelve corporeal necessities for

o

Ty g el 1

themselves and Lhelr brothers but not coin nor money, and this with humil-~

ty, as is fitting for servants of God, and followers of holy poverty.

b2
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6. The brothers shall possess nothing, neither a house, nor a place,

(6]

nor anything. Bubt, as pllgrims and strangers in this world, serving God

2 '

in poverty and hwaility, they shall confidently seck alms, and noit be



ashamed, for the Lord made Himself poor in this world for us. This is
the highest degree of that sublime poverty, which has made you, by Heaven;
which has made you poor in goods bub exalbed in virtues. Iet this be

tyour portion,' which leads you to 'the land of the living' Ps. cxlii. 5..

]

I you cleave wholly to this, save the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

therever the breblwen are, and shall meet together, they shall shov them-

selves as merbers of one farily; each ghall with confidence wifold ks
needs to his brother. A mothor loves and cherishes her gon in the flesh;

howmuch more eagerly should a man love and cherish his brother in the
Spirit? And if any of them fall sick the obther brothers are bound Lo minis~

- .

ar to him as they themselves would wish 1o be ministered fo.
J

-

7. Sut if any of the brethren shall commit mortal sin ab the prompi-

Fad

ing of the adversary: in the case of those sins concerning which it has

been laid dovm that recourse must be had to the provincial wministers, the
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rethren must have recourse Lo them without delay. Those minis—
ters, if they are priests, shall cause it to be enjoined through others,

wiio are priests of the order, as it seems to them most expedient in the

sight of God. They must beware lest they become angry and disturbed on
account of the sin of any brother; for anger and indignation hinder love

in ourselves and cthers.

%

8. All the brobhers shall be bound always to have one of the brothers

f the order as minislsr general and servant of the whols brotheriicod, and

Q
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hall be strictly bound to obey him. On his death the elsection of & sue-

)

cessor shall be made by the provinclal ministers and guardians in the chap-

e

ter ab Penbecost, at which the provincial ministers shall always be bound
1

to assenble, wherever the winister general provides; and this once in

three years or at a greater or less interval, according as is ordered by
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the aforesaid winister. dnd if ab any time it shall be clear to the whole
body of provinelal ministers and guardians lhat the sald brethren who have
the right of elsction tc slsct another as thelr guardian, in the nzme of

tod, DBub afber the chaplber held at Pentecost the ministers and guardians

s o am wrd mind 2 mmm et d "
may (if they so wish and it szeem cxpedient) call to

o

b3

in thelr several districlts, to a caapter, once in that same year.
9. The brothers shall not preacn in the diocceses of any bishop whe

has forbidden them to do so. And none of the brothers shall dare to preach

at all to the people unless he has been examined and approved by the
minister general of this brotlierhood and the privileges of preaching has

been granted him. I also exhori these szuz brothers that in all their

o the advantage and

ri"

preaching their language shall be pure and careful,
edificabtion of the people; preaching to them of vices and virtuss, punish-
ment and glory:; and let their discourse be brief; for the words which the
Lord spoke upon earth were briefl. |

10, The brothers who are the ministers and servants of the other

brothers shall visit and adiuonish their brothers and lhwbly and lovingly
cerract themy not teaching them anybidng Vhich is against cﬂeLP conscience
and our Jdule. Bub the brothers who gre subjected o bthem shall remsmber
that, before God, they have discarded their owa wills. Uherefore

’

sirictly charge them that they obey thelr wministers in all things which

ey have promised God to observe, and which are not contrary to thelr

onscience and to our Hule. /And wherever there are brothers who are con-

[¢]

scious of thelr inability to observe the Hule in the spirit, bLhey may and
should have recourse to thelr ministers. But the ministers shall roceive
them lovingly and kindly, and shall exercise such familiariby towards them,

that they may speak and act towards them as masters Lo thelr servants; for
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s0 it ought to be, that the ministers should be the

brothers T warn ar in Christ Jesus the Lord, that the
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brothers be on thelr guard against 31l pride, vainglory, envy, avarice,

(3

dnd they shall no

ar
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care and worldly anxiety, detraction and murnuring
be concerned to teach those who are ignorant of lettsrs, but shall take

hey desire to have the spirit of Cod and its holy workings;

@

By

thet they pray alwzys to God with a pure heart; that they have hawmility,

ersecubion and Infirmity; and that they love those who perm
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attack use Tor the Lord salths 'Love your enemies,

and pray for those that persscute you and speck evil against you; Blessed

hat suffer persecution for righteousncss' sake, for of such is

L™

of Heaven; He thabt is steadfast unto the end shsll he saved.!
11, I striectly charge all the brethren not %o hold conversation with
women 80 as to arousc suspiclion, nor to faks counsel wit

h them. And, with

the oxception of those to whom special permission has been given by the

Apostolic Chalr, let them not enter munneriss. Nelther may they become

fellow god-perents wilth men or women, lest from this cause s scandal may

arise guong the brethren or concerning brethren.,
2. thoever ol the brothers by divine inspiration may wish to go
among the Saracens and other infidels, shall scek permission to do so from
thelr mrovincial ministers. DBut to none shell the ministers give permis~
gion to go, save to those whom bthey shall see Lo be fit for the mission.
Furtherpore, I charge the ministers on their obedience thal they de-
mand from the lord pope one of the cardinals of the Holy Reman Church, who
shall be the governor, corrsctor and protector of the fraternity, so that,
always submiszsive and lying at the feet of that same Holy Church, steadfast

in the Catholic faith, we may observe poverty and humility, and the holy

Gospel of our lord Jesus Ghrist; as we have firmly promised.
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God gave ibt to mes, Brother Francis, to begin te 4o peonsnese in the

following manner: when I was yeb in my sins it seered to me tos painful
to look upon the lepers, bubt the Lord Himself led me among them, and I
had compassion upon them. When T left them, that which had seomed %0 me

bivter had bacoms sweet

d easy. L4 little while after, I lefi the world,

and God gave me such faith thabt I would kneel down with simplicity in any

of his churches, and I would say, "We adore Thees, Lord Jesus Christ, here
and in all Thy churches which are in the world, and we bless Thee that by

Thy holy eross Thou hast ransomed the world.!

Afterward the lord gave me, and sbill gives me, so great o falth in

priests who live aceording to the form of the holy lopan Chiwrci:, becpuse

at thelr sacerdotal chavacter, that even if they persecuted me I would
have recourse to them, and even though [ had all the wisdom of Solomon, if
I should find poor secular priests, 1 would not preach in thelr parishes
against their will. I desire to respeect them like all the others, to love
them and honor them as my lords, I will net considsr their sins, for in
them I see the Son of God, and they are my lords. I do thils because here
below I see nothing, I perceive nothing physically of the most high Son

of God, except Him wost holy body and bloed, which ths priesis receive and

alone distribubte Lo others.

“hs quoted in Thomas C. Yendenhall, Das: g and A. S. Ford,
Ideas and Institubions in Zuropean History, 80 5. {llew Yorks:s Herry
Holk and Co., 1948), h2.




Those who volunteered to follow this kind of life distributed all
they had to the poor. They contented themselves with one tunic, patched
within and withoub, with the cord and breeches, and we desire to have
nothing more...We love to live in poorr and abandoned churches, and we were
ignorant and were submissive to a2ll. I worked with my hands and would
still do so, and I firmly desire also that all the other brothers work,
for this makes for goodness. ILet those whe know no trade learn one, nob
for the purpose of receiving wages for their toil, but for their good ex-
ample and to escape idleness. And when we are not given the price of our
work, let us resort to the table of the lord, begging our bread from door
to door. The lord revealed to me the salutabtion which we ought to give:
"God give you peacel?

Iet the brothers take great care not to accept churches, dwellings,
or any bulldings erected for them, except as all is in accordance with the
holy poverty which we have vowed in the Hule; and lest them not live in them
except as strangers, and pilgrims. 1 absolutely forbid all the brothers,
in whatsocever place they may be found, to ask any bull from the couwrt of
Home, whether directly or indirectly, in the interest of church or convent,
or under pretext of preaching, or swven for the protection of their bodiss.
if they are not received anywhere, let them go of themselves elsewhere,
thus doing penance with the benediction of God...

ind let the brothers not say, "This is a new Rule®; for this is only
a reminder, a warning, an exhortation. It is my last will and testament,
that I, little Brother Franeis, make for you, my blessed brothers, in order
that we pay observe in a more Gatholic way the Hule which we promised the

Lord to keep.
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