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CTPRERACE. .

I am sure thet few cendidetes for advanced degrees have
had a more "natural field of invesfigézion than I have hed
1n“thé411fe and literary works of Fugene Menlove Rhodes.

One of my m;in interests in literature hss long been in the
literary heritage.of the Southwest. Also, T have for a good
many years written for publi@ation stories set ageinst a
baékgrqgnd of the Southwest in the early days of the ranre
cattle industry. ﬂothipg could bé more logicsl, therefore,
than that in choosing = subjéét fﬁr g Master's thesis T
should turn to thé_writings of the man who-holdé a unique
nlsce in the affections of lovers of Southwestern litersture
and a respectéd place 1h-the critical judgment of those
authorities in tmerican ‘literature who aré sequainted with
h-is wnrks, ]

_ My task ses mede more difficult but infinitely more
éxeiting by the facts that Fhodes is little known to the
general reader and that, to my knowledge;_no extended.criti—
cal study of his woik and of the man in reiation to his work
.haé ever been #ritten.' Because of thaﬁé:facts, T felt that
it wduldube unwise to undertske @ sbeciaiized sﬁudy‘af some

asnect of Rhodes's writing such as his style or his



iv

characterizetion of the Southwestern cowboy. It seemed to
me (end to my thesis adviser) that, until the groundwnork hsd
been laid with & genergl study trat could serve =s a puide
to new readers interested in Fhodes snd in his nosition in
American literature, highly snecialized studies of his work
could serve 1ittle useful nurnonse,

This introductory study of Fhodes has so interested ne
in him 8s 2 man gnd as 8 writer that I have begun work on a
ceritical biogranhy of him. From 8 nurely nersonal noint of
view, therefore, this thesis project has been 2 significant
success that nromises to sffect my writing nlans for g long
while to cone,

I wisnh to give especiel thanks to Dr. Cecil B, Williams
of the Oklahoma &, and !i. Fngilsh Denertment faculty for
heln that has extended beyord the 1imits of this study and
for his ceonstant encoursgement of my irterest in the liters-~
ture of the Southwest and of my interest in writing. 7 also
wish to thenk ¥r, Jilliam B. Teake of tne Oklahoma 4. anc Y,
English Denartment faculty for valuasble supgestions concern-
ing tris study znd for heln in securing g2ll of Riodes's

novels,



TARLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER DAGE
Ti: OETOCRAPHICAL -BKETCH o' o c s m afbide o siaiie e 5 3

g

PHEPESTE "WORELE. " L e o e » it idiiius o o w2870 5 o 18
IIT. RHODES AS & LITFRARY STYLIST & ove v 4 o . 0 o o 46
IV. FHODFS AS A RECORD®R OF THT WESTERN SCEVE . . o . 62
Ve RHODES'S PHILOSOPHY o .o 5 s« o6 b mne e aiis u T

BIBLIOGF!&?'HY -. - L ] L] - L L - . - L . - I. L - L - - - L 83



CHAPTER 1
BIOCRAPHICAL SKETCHL

~ In the susmer of 1£81 Colonel Hinman Rhodes, late of
”'the Twenty-eléht I1linois Volunteers, arrived at the Mes-
calero Apache reservation in southern New HMexlico with an
appointment as Indian agent. In the years following his
discharge from the army at the close of the Civil #¥ar, the
Colonel had tried ferming, first in Nebraska, later In
Kansas, but the results had not been satisfactory. He had,
therefore, used his influence as an ex-army officer to se-
cure this appointment which, if the financial returns were
not munificent, at least offered a steady income. With
Colonel Rhodes came his family, consisting of a wife and
two young sons, one of whom, Fugene Manlove, with a slight
speech imnediment and a permenently injured right eye, was
at the age of twelve off to a rather unnromising start in

1ife.

10 formel biography of Fhodes exists, but four years
after his death his wife, May Davison Rhodes, published
The Hired Man on Hor (Boston, 1938), & book of remi-
niscences about the cowboy author., It 1s nrincipally from
this book that I have drawn the material for this brief
biogranhical sketch, For the szke of the overworked ibid.,
however, I have in this chapter footnoted only materla
gleaned from sources other than The Hired Man on Horseback.
Any stontement concerning Rhodes not footnoted can veri-
fled in Mrs, Fhodes' book. Direet quotations, regardless
of source, have of course been footnoted.
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Re it sald to the credit of Colonel Rhodes that he did
not grow rich in his position of Indian agent. At a time in
the nation's history when many white men unscrupulously ac-
cumulated fortunes in the Indian service, the Colonel dis-
charged his duties with strict honesty and homesteaded on
the side to pniece out s scanty livelihoo#, The result of
this lack of family fortune wes that Eugene Manlove, thir-
teen years old and responding vigorously to the rugred South-
western 1ife, took a job as horse wrangler2 for the William C,
McDonald ranch nesr Carrizzo, Few Mexico., Young Fhodes
worked hard at his new job, sent his nay home to his narents,
end quickly graduated to the more honorable occupations of
cowboy snd bronc buster.3

From the first it was svparent to his friends that
Rhodes was a paradox. He loved a life of sction, and in his
work as & ranch hgnd came to know the mountains and deserts
of southern Wew Mexico with s familigrity that led to life-
long affection. He was, to use an idiom of his day, always
"spoiling for a fight," either friendly or otherwise, and he

w2s so heedless of his personal safety whether in play, work,

. 2p wrangler 13 & herder of saddle horses, whose duty it
is to have the herd available when needed by the cowboys in
their work. For a discussion of the menial nasture of the
wrangler's position and the valuable training offered by
this job for higher tynes of ranch work, the reader is re-
ferred to Fsmon F. Adams's Western Words (Norman, 1G44),

Pe 180.

9The work of the cowboy, in general outline st least,
is probebly familiar to almost every American. For a dis-
cussion of the unusually hszardous nature of & bronc buster's
duties, however, agsin see ’dom:, Western Words, n. 19.



or combet that he was often nicturcsquely referred to as
"that there loco blossom" by Tom Tucker, fore:zesn of the
V Cross T rench in southern Yew Mexico.* 4nd Agnes Yorely
Cleavelend in ner book of ranch life reminiscences recalls
_of. Ehndos that she had haard of & “'lncoad cououpcher down
'round Englet: who enjoyed ® re-utation far 'ridin anything
that wears hair pnﬁ gres on four legs,' but who was a bit
cracknd."5 |
| The reason for this latter oninion of Fhodes, which
seemed to bes rather generslly held, wss s1s0 the basis of
the paradox he preserted to those who knew him, For "Gene,"
a man of action in s rough frontier country thst nut its
chief ~remium on physicsl accom-liishment, wss slso e vors-
cious resder srd, what was worse, & "scribbler”--glthough
this lattsr inelination did not develop until he was past
is mid-twenties. 7o mogt of his assocletes, these were
strange asctivities which, while not exartly frowned unon,
served to set him apart from his fellows as being s bit odd.
Almost everyone who has written anything about Rhodes

has soze story to tell sbkout his reading habits. Mrs.
Cleaveland mentions that he slways carried 1n his saddle
roll & blg scrapbook containing stories, essays, anﬁ uootry
which he had clioned from varicus socurces: these nieces of

writing he read, reread, znd studied by the light of the

l"[-tnﬂt*:,r Orcutt, "“assed By Here," faturday FEveninz “ost,
CCX1 gﬁurusn 20, 1938), 21,
No Life for a Ledy (Boston, 1941), »no. 273-279,




cammfire while on roundun.b And J. Frank Dobie tells of how
Fhodes would read while riding horseback and soretimes fail
to note for hzlf an hour or so that his horse hzd come to a
standstili against 8 fence or pate.” Most amusing (and the
least believable), however, is the anecdnte related by Fddy
Orcutt in Iis menoriel to Fhodes, written the year of the
co'bny guthor's death. According to Orcutt, Ifindes was one
day riding with friends through some unvsuslly rouvgh country
and as ususl wes busily turning the nages of a book., Svdden-
ly his horse slinped &nd oitched hirn headlong down a steen
embankment. [[is friends rushed t» him and “elned him to his
feet.

"Did he hurt you any?" his friends asked.

"Well," sald Gene, "he lost my nlace."8

Regardless of the accuracy of such stories, the fact
remains that Fhodes did have a consuming interest in liters-
ture. The literary quntations and allusions in his writings
reveal a man who was equally at home with Shakesneare or
Shelley, Emerson or Pne, The Pible or the "Winnie-the-Poo"
stories of A. A. Milne.

At the age of seventeen young Ehodes abandoned covshoy
life temnorarily and took emnloyment as an army scout and
guide. Geronimo, the notorious Anache chief, had slinned

the ¢onfines of his Arizona reservation with a large band of

6”0 I.ife for & Ledy, »n. 278-279¢,
/Tntrnduction to The B-st lovels snd Stories of Fugene

¥gnloye Fhodes (Bnston, 1G4G), D. XV
_;g"“a“soﬂ By Here, " 2l .




angry =nd defiant followers snd wes msravding eastwsrd into
the Territory of New Mexico. Throughout the years 1-85-86
the army hunted the wily I-dian. It was Fuodes who puided
the blue-clad soldiers through the maze of southern fHew Mexi-
co meuntalin renges snd across the t;gpqusa stretches. of
Seﬁi-desbrt.ﬂhEhis‘u;s*high adfen!uré_rﬁr g lad not y@t out
of his teens, bu; with characteristic hunor Fhodes in later
1ife deprecated his ﬁhrt fﬁ the In&ian wars.

"When Geronimo heerd that I was gulding tlie army in
southern Mew Mexico," Rhodes said, "he wisely stayed west of
the Rio Crande."9

when Fhodes lelt the army service in 1886, he returned

to ranch work for two yesrs and then with £#100 in his pocket
set out for Stockton, Celifornia, and the College of the
Pacific. Although he hsd had very little elementéry school -
ing and no high school treining, Enodes passed the entrance
examinations handily on the strength of his passt resding.
He stayed two years atl the College of the “acific, taking a
nrogram of general studies with special emphasis on courses
in literature, and it was only the impossibility of finencins
further study that made him return to New Mexico with his
schooling incomnlete. He always remembered his two years-or
Icollege s g8 satisfying and rich interlude in his life.

In New Yexico once ggain Rhodes, now twenty-three, made

sz modest beginnine in ranching for himself by homesieading

9May Ricdes, Ihe Hired Man on liorsebsek, o. 73.




a watered tract in the rugped San Andres mountsins and run-
ning a few cattle on shares. It was & hard 1ife. With only
one or two helpers he bulit the necessary ranch buildings,
strung fence, snd tended the cattle in the vast mountain
wilderness. Tt was a job that every day began well tefore
'Qunrise and did not end until well nast! dark. Because he
had homesteaded gll of the water sunnly, Rhodes actually
controlled an emnire; and had his land been nroperly stocked,
he would have mede 8 fortune. Put without funds snd unable
to find anyone willing to back a venture in the wild San
Andres sdequately, he never rose gbove the status of 'little!
rancher; which, by implication, meant a poor one.

In spite of the long working hours and the nhysical
hardships, however, Fhodes began his first exreriments in
creative writing during his ranching dsys. These early
efforts took the form of verse. While many of the nieces of
this neriod are only a few cu's above doggerel, they reveal
in their rough fumbling for the right word, the most effec-
tive nhrase, the beginnings of the literary artist. Prose
writing, at least for publication, he did not attemnt at this
tice.

_One;nffﬁﬁodes“srﬁoéms,'nrihtba in ﬁome bﬁscufe and now
nameles; magazihe; chanCQd.to be resad bylﬂfs..ﬁay Davison
Purnle, a young ?Idbw living in aphlaghjpz Rew York, and she
wrote Fhodes & brief noﬁe of spprecistion, After seversl
months passed and she had forgotten the incident, one day a

letter from Rhodes asrrived. He had been on roundun when she



sent her note, he exnlasined. Then he went on for twenty
hand-written nages to talk sbout ¥ew Mexico, himself, and
literature. This was the beginning of a long corresvondence
between the two, a corresnondence which developed romantic
overtones, and culmipated in 1899 with Rhodes's announcement
that he was_comingzﬁ;§§'31t§la catﬁlé:trsih-énd_plahned to
come to Analachin_to see her,

Rhodes's arrival ‘in Apslschir serves 4n: several weys to
illustrete the paradoxes of his personality. He was scuffed
and bruised ass the result of pariicinsting in a free-for-all
fight in Wiagara Falls, and, his clothes being in s state of
disrenair, he had stopped in Few York Cily to buy a2 new suit.
Trustingly taking the salesman's word about the quality of
goods, he made his purchase and went on, only to find the
suit showing its cheapness =nd poor workmanship before he
reached Anzlachin. With a rueful smile and the clever twist-
ing in meaning of a famous gquotation (a device which he used
brilliantly in his later writing), Rhodes dismissed the
matter,

"I wss a stranger,” he said, "and they took me in."10

“hen Fhodes gnd May Davison Purple met, he gave her the
‘two nresents he hed brought her from New Mexico: one & copy
of”Rudfard Kinling's Seven Sess, the other a nearl-handled
nistoll The book aﬁd the gun--no two gifts could have told

more about the dual nature of the man's personslity.

10May Rhodes, The lired Msn on Horseback, n. 4.




Rhodes and Mrs, Purnle were married on August 9, 1899,
about two weeks after the former's arrival in Asalachin.
Rhodes returned to New Mexico alone a short time later and
did miscellsneous work thrdugh out the following winter be-
sides looking after his ranch-homestead. In the spring his
_;wifg Joined him in New Mexico. During this first winter
after his marriage Rhodes wrote znd sold his first short
story. The sale was made to the magazine Land of Sunshine,
then edited by Charles F. Lummis,!l and enriched Fhodes in
the amouuﬁ of ten dollars.

Fhodes's work on his raench lefi almost no time for
writing, however, and not a grest deal, indeed, for his
newly-arrived wife, After getting her settled in & small
adobe house in Tulerosa, the town nesrest his ranch, Rhodes
left immediately for spring roundun and was gone for three
weeks! Mrs. Rhodes recslls that she had scarcely any women
visitors during her first months in Tularosa because Cene,
as she put it, "was considered wild,"” end the Tularosa wouen
were @ bit uncertein sbout associeting with & woman who

would marry such & men.l2

Llcharles 7. Tummis, successful journslist, editor,
fictionist, historian, philoloeist,; and an isportsnt chroni-
cler of the Southwest in his own right, took an immedlate
interest in the young cowboy-writer's work, He encouraged
Rhodes in the latter's formative years of authorshin and re-
masined sn honest snd helpful eritic of Rhod<s's work Llrough-
out hig lifetime.

12¥hodes's wildness enparently never resched serious
proportions, but because he loved to box (he whipned six men
at one Thanksgiving celebration), was passionately fond of
baseball, enjoyed a free-for-all fight, and was a masterful
noker nlayer, he was frowned uoon by the nillsrs of the
community.
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In December “rs., Rhodes moved to her husbasnd's ranch
ané remained there for six months before returning to Tula-
rosa to give birth to the first child by her marrizge to
Rhodes.13 Alan Rhodes was born on June 12, 1901,1% and this

event seemed to gqrinitely ignite in Rhodes the desire for

l;litarsny exnression. Although still operating his ranch and

frequently masking the long ride between it a2nd Tulaross to
be with his family, he found the tire to begin his first
short story efforts, and a2 dozen or more of these early at-
tempts found their way into such megazines as the early
MeClure's and Qut West.

In 1603 Mrs. Fhodes returned to New York for a visit
with her parents but because of family difficulties was un-
able to return to New Mexico.l® Rhodes remained in New

Mexico during the following three years, but finally in 1906

13Mrs. Fhodes had two children by her first marriasge,
both quite young at the time she married Fhodes., When she
came to New Mexico, she brought one of the children with her
snéd left the other with her parents in New York. Mrs. Rhodes
does not exnlain the reason for this action in The Hired Man

on HOEEeback.

Fhodes was in the nearby town of Alasmogordo, marooned
by a flood, when his son was born. The newborn chIld became
desnerately 111l snd was not expected to live. Since no
trains were running, Bhodes cormandeered a locomotive, fired
un, snd ran it the nerilous miles to Tularocsa, although the \?
track was under water the entire distance. The enisode hsd
a comnletely happy ending: (flan Fhodes rsilied and grew
healthy, snd the railroszd officliels did not seem disnosed to
make Eg issue of the "borrowing” of their locomotive,

Actuslly, Mrs. Rhodes never exnlains in The Hired Msn
on Horseback why she did not return to New Mexico, and the
reader only assumes from g hint dronped here snd there that
the reason had to do with her father and mother. The follow-
ing statement (nage 94%) is as neer as she comes to an ex-
planation: "Patiently he Gene wsited 1in Wew York until
I would be free to go with him back to New Mexico ."
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he sold his ranch in the San Andres and joined his wife and
family in &palachin, New York. New Mexico legend hes it
that Rhodes left the state with two nosses at his heels; and
while this seems to be a decided exaggeration, it is a mat-
ter of record thal a warrant for his arrest was lssued
shortly before his aepartuié for'tﬁélﬁiit;* Tt seems that
he had indulged in the old range custom of always butchering
someone else's beef when in need of méét; Unrbrtunatéiy
Rhodes performed the deed in the presence of g newcecmer to
the West who did not know the "custom” and who proaptly re-
norted the act to the owner of the cow who apparently did
not hold with the "eat the other man's beef™ philosonhy, at
least when the beef wes his own.l6 A warrant was issued
charging Rhodes with larceny, and it is interesting to note
that it carried the additionsl charge against him of "in-
ducing” & stezte's witness to leave the Jjurisdiction of the

court. This witness was the man who had originslly reported

16In the following brief scene from his short novel
Once in the Ssddle, Fhiodes touches amusingly upon the
nractice of eating the other man's beef:
"You eat your own beef, I see,"” remarked
”liny at the supper table.
"Yes," segld Ford apologetically. "Uncle Jim
he said that was the best way."
"Some do," said Pliny.
"Yes, huE how could you tell? Is my fair
young face so pure and eloguent as all that?"
?liny poured himself a cup of steaming coffee:
he broke s hot biscuit and reached for the bowl of
Jerky.
"Far from it. I pounded up the jerky to make
this gravy, and it was tough and stringy. Fat

tender yearlin's is what you kill when they're
other people's stuff.”
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the butchering incident, and, according to Eddy Orcutt,
Rhodes's means of "inducing" consisted of a sound nistol
whinning,17

Rhodes arrived in Apalachin, New York, on April 23, 1506
and did not return to his beloved New Mexico for two decades,
although he was constantly homesick for the land ofhhié bbjf,”
hood and young manhood. He, to quote Mrs. Rhodes, "dreamed
almost nightly of being back there and herding cattle and
horses."18 Tt snowed on the night of Rhodes's arrival in
Abalachin, and he once made the remark that he never did
really live in New York, that he just went back and got
snowed in for twenty years.l9

It is probable, however, that this uprooting from the

environment and peoble which were to be his literary subject

17npassed By Here,"pk48.

18Mme Hired Man on orseback, n. 9.

19Despite his longing for New Mexico, Rhodes saw beauty
in the Fast, The following description of the fictional
Abington, New York, in Copper Stresk Trgil is actually, ac-
cording to Mrs. Rhodes, a description of Apalachin:

"The hills send down a buttress to the north; against
it the Susguehanna flows swift and straight for a little
space, vainly chafing. Just where the high ridge breaks
sharp and steep to the river's edge there is a grassy level
lulled by the sound of pleasant waters:; there sleep the deaa
~of Abingdon.

- "Here is a fair and noble. prospect, which in Italy or in
California had been world-fameds a beauty generous and graci-
ous--valley, upland and hill and curving river. The hills
are checkered to squares, cleared flelds znd green-black
woods3 inevitably the mind goes out to those who wrought here
when ths forast was unbroken, snd so comes back to read on
the headstones the names of the quiet dead: Hill, Barton,
Clark, Green, Camp, Hunt, Catlin, Giles, Sheruood, Tracy,
Jewett, Lane, Gibson, Holmes, Yates, Hopkins, Goodenow, Gris-
wold, Steele. Something stirs at your hair-roots--these are
the nzmes of the English. A few sturdy Dutch names--Boyce,
Steenburg, Van Lear--and a lonely French Merceresu; the rest

are unmixed English."
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matier sneeded, indeed may have been mainly responsible for,
his success as a writer. The senarstion in time and distance
surely added to his understanding #nd asppreciation of the
country and people he had left and unquestionably lent a
nostalgie besuty to many of his nages. Also, the fact that
Rhodes had much:more time for: hig writing in the East than
he had had as a rancher in New Mexico doubtless contributed
to his success. And rinall}, neﬁhans‘ﬁbst;imﬁorﬁantly,
Rhodes's removal to Hew York brought him into contact with
Henry Wallace Phillips, 2 well-known contributor to The Sat-
urday Evening Post.20 Phillips took an interest in Fhodes
and invited him to his home on Staten Island, where the two
wrote stories together for six weeks. "...Phillin's aid,
encouragement, and instruction,"” says Mrs. Rhodes, "were be-
yond price."2l As s matter of fact, Rhodes, who later be-
came an outstanding Ssturday Evening Post contributor in his
own right, made his entry into that maegazine with two stories2
written in eollaboration with Phillips and published in 1907.
With this promising start in writing accomplished,
Rhodes took up farming on land belonging to his wife's par-
ents, and for many years lived the life of a writer-farmer.

- He bullt = large house on the ferm and was often naid visits

2°Hrs. Rhodes does not exnlain the circumstances of
theirzicquaintance.

The Hired on Horseback, ». 92.
~ 22VWThe Wumicmatist® (Merch % 1907) end "The "unishment
end the Crime” (Anril 20, 1907). Another collaborative ef-
fort by Fhodes and >hililns, a story entitled "Check," ap-
peared in the P in 1908, In the meantime Rhodes had sold
to the megazine ction on which Phillips had not collaborsted.
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by outstanding writers and editors of his day, this to his
great delight, becsuse he dearly loved to talk about writing
and writers, especially his favorites smong the grest English
masters,

From the standpoint of volume of writing, the years
1909 and'1910 vere among Rhodes's best. He wrote both short
stories and noveletteé which dealt almost entirely with the
Southwest and Southwesterners, and his work found millions
of resders among ithe sudiences of such magse-circulation
megazines as the Seturday Evening "o::°, Cosmopolitan, and
Redbook and such smaller journsls =s Pacific Monthly, Sunset,
and Everybody's. During the 1909-1910 period The Saturday
Evening “ost alone carried seven of his novelettes and short
stories.

After thils veriod Fhodes settled down to a fairly
steady, though by no mesns prolifiec, literary nroduction,
which lasted for the next six years. The entrance of the
United States into “orld War I and the enlistment of his
son Fred brought an almost complete halt to Fhodes's writ-
ing sctivities, He felt the War intensely, lost gll power
to write, and farmed almost day and night.23 Finally, at
.the urging of t e government, he did turn to writing home .
front nroonsganda, but during the War years he could bring
himself to finish but one story, a novelette entitled "No

Mean City," which was published In The Ssturday Evening Post.

23May Fhodes, The Hired Man on Horseback, ». 127.
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Fhodes's nreoccupation with the Wer is shown by the fuct
thet the story deslt with an attem:L Lo sabotage Elenhant
Butte Dem in Yew Mexico.

After the War Fhodes did ranage to resume his writing
activities, and while in the opinion of one critic at least
hié sﬁorieé iﬁbrbind in quelity over his earlier ones,zh

there was a decided falling off in his guantity of »nroduc-

- tion, There were many reasons for this reduction in the

volune of his writing, but nerhans the most important was
the rreat gmount of time and energy he used up in fighting
for causes desr to him personally but not rewarding to him
as a writer, T"his was not a trait that develoned suddenly
after the Wer, of course. He had, for example, labored long
and hard by means of article-writing and cerrespondence for
the sdmission of New Mexico into the Union z2s a state--this
after his coming to New York. But he did not lessen these
"outgide™ activities as the yeazrs went by. He spent s great
deal of time &nd energy in 1923, for instance, proving the

unsoundness of an article in The Titerary Digest which criti-

cized the accuracy of Emerson Hough's North of '36. &nd he

never ceassed to think about and try to hel» his friend,
Albert Beacon Felly who was convicled of bribery @injustiy,
Rhodes was convinced).in the Teanbi Dome scandal.

inother serious distraction for Rhodes was financizl

troubles, He made resther larce amounts of money but simmly

24 mis 15 the opinion of Bernard De Voto, 2s expressed
in The Hired Msn on Horseback, n. xli.
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could not manage to stay out of debt. The orincivsl reason
for this was that he was too generous snd kindhearted., To
quote Mrs., Fhodes: "Cene was aslWways reluctent 1o nress a
debtor, but he would go out and move heaven and earth to
raise money to loan a friend, even to borrowing it himself
1n order to pass 4t on."2% Rhodes himself was indi’ferent.
to money, but his creditors were not, He finally went to
California to iry to sell his storiles to the ﬁovies, but he
simply did not have the temperament to succeed in Hollywood.
Instesd of making money to ease his financial oblig=tions,
he only lost more time and money.

In 1926, after the death of Mrs. Rhodes' narents,
Rhodes and hils wife returnes to New Mexico. It is interest-
ing to note that in this year Fhodes wrote "Paso por Aqui,"
which i1s considered by most critics of Rhodes's work to be
his finest plece of writing.26 The Fhodeses were given warm
and affectionate welconres wherever they went in the state.
New Mexico's Governor Dillon issued a mock vardon tec Rhodes
for the cow butchering incident of twenty years ago, and
Fhodes settled down after a while in his old home town of
Tularosa to begin work on what hs honed would hecome his
best book, This was to be sn informal history of the early
cattle days in Yew Meiico and was to treat of all his ner-

sonal exneriences and of the scores of his cattlemen and

EZThe Hired ﬁ%n on Horseback, n. 135.
Dobie, Introductlion to Best Novels and Stories of

e nlove Fh y Do vii,
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cowboy f{riends. TiL was to be called Oldtimer in Wew VMexico

et e

nr The Silent “sst.

The book, however, was not destined to be cornleted.2”
Financial difficulties d4id not nermit Fhodes to devote enough
tire to it, and in June 1928 he suffered a severe hesrt at-
tack. After this Fhodes's health feiled ranidly, and he
became tormented by bronchitis.

Finally, in 1931 Rhodes and his wife went to Celifornia
in the ho»e thet the ocean breezes would lessen the bron-
chitis from which Fhodes now suffered constantly. Faodes
had written only e few stories during his five-year stey in
New Mexieo, and he gnd his wife were now in szlmost desnerate
financial circvmstances. I'rs. Fhodes tells of taking thelr
lost thirty-four cents st one time to mzil g menuscrint.

She adds:

Mot all the Celifornlis sunshine could brighten the
knowledge that we were o0ld en broken and nrac tioally nenni-
less. Could ws have hsafd the money Cene so gererously loaned
te his friends, and which they didn't nay back, we would
have been in comnarctively comfortsble circumstances,”

Fhodes simnly did not hsve enough strength to 4o much
writing Auring the finel years of his 1ife, but his illness
caused no felling off in quslity. Tt must be gt least in

nart The Trusty Knaves (1931), The "roud Sheriff (1932), and

Beyond the Desert (1934%), that Bernard Ne Voto had in rind

27vor has the frapment ever been published excent for
excerngs in The Hired Man on !lorseback.
The Hired an on Horseback, n. 24C,
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when he snoke of the suneriority of Fhodes's stories written
after 1520 to those written before that date.29

Fhodes died of a heart atteck on the morning of June 27,
193%. TIn accordance with his long-standing request, his body
was taken to the summit of his beloved San Andres Mountains
in Wew Haxica for burial. The marker nlaced on nis grave
dug in the white gypsum bore only the simnle imscrintion:
' "DASO POR AQDI"

EUCENE MAMLOVE RHODFS
JAR. 19, 1869 - JUNE 27, 1934

Such a brief outline of facts =s that of the preceding
nages cennot hegin to do Justice to the rich snd complicated
nersonality thst was Bugene lManlove Fhodes. But perhans it
has sugpested that he was, to use the words of J. H. Jackson,

"a kind man, a cantaenkerous man, a generous, lovable,

crotchiety, fearless, intensely individual humsn being."30

?9Qee footrote 25 on nage 15.

304 phodes of the Resl West," Ssturdsy Review of lLiters-
ture, XVITI (October 15, 1938), 18



CHAPTER II
EHODEES'S NOVELS

The casuzl reader of Fhodes's stories is likely to come
away from the experience with the feeling that, despite a
svarkling style =nd sn unfailingly conscientious despiction
of rangelsnd details, Rhodes 1s, after all, just another
writer of "horse overzs." Do not his ﬁlots almost without
excention concern themselves with the lawless aspects of the
West? Do they not fezture violent action? Are not his he-
roes rugred Individuvalists? His villains unrelieved black-
guerds? His heroines naragons of virtue? Is not the myth
of Western camesrasderie exalted reneastedly?

The answer to 211 of these gquestions is "yes,” snd yet
the fset remsins that in all that Fhodes wrote he was true
to the spirit snd the history of the West as he knew 1it,.
Fhodes's fidelity to reslism in recording the detzils of
cattle country existence is generslly admitted.l That his
works have an even more mesningful reslism is asserted by
- Pernard Dé Vdﬁo'in_his mosf'igﬁorxant stitenent about
Rhodes:

essthe nattern of thought &nd feeling in his books is that
of the era he wrote about, It is the record of the denosit

loee Chanter IV of this work.



19

whieh exnerience in the renge country left on the minds of
those who underwent it. T gm willing to let that define
realism in fiction.2

A review of some of Fhodes's most importsnt novels and
2} briéf review of certain asnects of Western develonzent
will maske De Voto's assertion more meaningful. This review
should also establish beyond all doubt that while Fhodes may
have written sb6cial histery, this wes merely incidentsl.

The man wes first and last a storyteller, a romancer. liis
stories are strong in »lot and full of comnlications snd
adventure,

The Little Eohipous3 wes Rhodes's first full-length
novel,h and in meny of the cattle country attitudes that it
expresses as well as in its stress on nlot complication, it
is as typically Phodesizn es enything he ever wrote. The
Little Eohippugs, as are most of Fhodes's stories, is set
in south-central New Mexico, a land of mountazins, of desert
and semi-desert, snd of the fertile vzlley of the Rio Grande.
While there is farming in the river valley, it 1s & minor

enternrise. This is cattle country.

2Introduction to May Davison Rhodes's The Hired Yan on
Horsggg % (Poston, 1938), p. xxxiii.

This was the titl