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I am sure tha:t - few candi.dates f,o a-dvanceo de rees ha-ve 
.. ,. • . '! ·\ .i.·"' ,. 

had a., µiore 0 naturaln i'i~ld of inve stiga t ion than I ha ve hed 
.· ........... . 

in t he \];'if~ .and li t e r~.ry 111orl{~ of Eugene Manlove Rhodes . 

One of l:!lY main in~erests i n 11terat~re · ha ~ ~ong · be.en i n the 

literary heritaP" e, of t h Southwest . Also , I ha ve for a good 

.ma.ny y,ea rs written f or :9ubli cati on stor1 e s set ag<.,inst · a 

ba cig·ro,und of t he Sput hwe s t i n. t h e ·early days of t he ra nr e 

ca t tle i ndust r y . irothjng could be mor e logical, t herefore, 
·,. . .. ~ ·. 

,,; .. ~ 

. ·t han tha t i n choosi ng a sub ject for a Maste r ' s .t hesis T 

,,.."-. .,. .- .' 

should' t urn to tjie wri ting s of ~ t he ma n . ho •hold's ' a , uni que 
' . 

nl.ac e in the a f fe c t i ons of . 1 ove r~ of Sout hwestern literature 

arid a re s\:>e cted pl ac~ l n· the crit ical j ua'gment of t hose 

aut horitie s i,n Am~ rican .. ,J:ite~~:tur e wh o· a r e_ a qua i nted ·wi t h 
-.1,1 __ ;, 

h i s '.vo rks . . . ' 

t ... 

-~· 
My t ask was made more di r'ficult but i nfinitely mor~ 

·axe t ~ing by t he facts t hat Rhode s is li ttle k 0 1.,in t o t he 

general r eader an.d .t ha t; to my kn owl e_dge ·, . n:o ext ended c r i t i 

ca l s t JJdY of h i s work rrnd of t he man i n rel'a t ion t o h i s wor k 
' . 

·· ba s eve r b~en· w i t .te.n . · Be.cause of t h.es:ef ·f a ct s , ... r fe,l t t hat 
J ~ 

1 t ·would ~be. unwi s-e t o undertake a sneci1al ized s t udy . of · some 

as~ec t of Rhodes' s wri ti ng such as h i s s t yle or h i s 
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cha racterization (')f the Southwostern cowboy . It seerr: erl t0 

mA ( und to rny thesis advis n ) t hat , until the g .oundw~rk had 

been la i d 1 1th a reneral sttdy ttat could se r ve ~s a ruide 

t :) new rea<lers interes tcc' i n P.h~dt, s o nd i n h i s nosi ti on i n 

A eri can l i t e rat ure , hif ly s necial ized s t udies of h is work 

c ould se::-ve l ittle use~ul nur nose . 

This introductory study of fh ode s hns sn interested ne 

in hi m a s o rnan anrl as a writer t hat I have begun or on a 

critical bio~ra~hy of h i m. FroM a nurely oersonal n oint of 

view , there fore , t hi s thesis p ro je~t ha s be en a significant 

succAss tha t ~r orni s es t o a 1fect my riti ng plans or a long 

wh i ie t o c ome . 

I wis~ t o p1 v n Psnecial ti:anks to Dr . Cecil R. ~ j l l i a ms 

of t he Okl ah oma A. and ~1. Fnr,l ish Denert ment fa cu1 t y f 0r 

heln that ha s Axtended eyo~~ the l i mits nf t his stu~y and 

f or his cnnstant enc our a~ement of ny i nteres t int. e litera 

ture of t he Smthwest Rn~ nf my interes t i n ri t ing . T else 

wish t ri t lrnnk Er • . Ji l 11am D. 1 .e a ke of t he Okl.ah0mn f'1 . ani'. " . 

Engl i sh Dena rtment facul t y for valu~ble sup:r,estions r:once ;·n

ing t r is s t l1tiy ~nc1 fo r helD j n securinp al l of P..iodes's 

novel s . 
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CHAPTER I 

. I 00 RA Jl! CAL S ~~ 
J . 

: , 

I n the su :;~"':e r of 1881 Colonel Hin _ n Rhodes , lat ot 

the Tilenty- -ght I - 1noi s Volunteers, arrived t the i~s

caler, Apache reserv tlon i n southern · w exic o 1th an 

ppoi nt nt s I i an age t . In the y rs f oll ing hi.s 

discharge fr the r my at .the close or t ha Ci vtl " r, the 

Colonel had t ri ed ta ng , firs t 111 Nebr ska , later 1n 

Kansas, but the resul t s had not een sat isfac tory. He h d , 

therefore, se-d his in.flu nee s an ex-J y ot f ic r to se

c ure this ap"?ointc:ent wh ich, 1.f the .financial returns were 

not munificent, at leas t ottered a tead:, 1nco e .. ifli th 

Colonel Rhodes c.a e h is family , consis ting of a '- ite nd 

two young sons , one of ho t ene ¥.anlove , 1th a sli t 

sneeeh 1 di ment and a e · n ntly injured right eye , vas 

at .. he ag or t -elv off to a r ather unnro; 1s1ng st rt i n 

l i fe . 
,. ••. "'..ii,.:. ... -,. ( 

1. o fo .ai 1 ra hy of odes er1s t s, but four yea rs 
fter hi s death his ife, ,<ay Davi o Rhodes, published . 

Th Hired . non HorBeh ck (Boston , 1938 ) , a book o~ r.eml
niscences abou t the co boy uthor. tis principal l y fr 
t his book that have r wn th a terial r or this brie f 
bio ,raohieal sketch . For the sake of the ovenrorked ~ ., 
howev r, 1 bave in this cha t er f ootnoted only material 
gl eaned fro sources othe r t han The Hired p on Horseback. 
Any s tctemont concerning Bhodes not £ootnot d can be veri
fi ed 111 !-1rs . Rhodes ' book. Direct quotations , r egar dles s 
or sourc, have or course been footno ted . 
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Be i t said to the c~e it of Colonel Rhodes that he di d 

not grow rieb in h1s nosi t ion of Indian a ent. At a time in 

the nation ' s history when . ny bi te men unscrupulously ae

cumulated fortunes 1n the Indian service, the Colonel ais

ch rged his dut1e 1ttt s trict honeS~fdlM ho~ ste: d ~ on 

the side to pi ce out a scanty l.ivef1hoo' • 

this lack or family for tune was that Eu enc 

e r esult or 
nlove, tl_iir-

teen years old and responding vigor ously to the rugr ed South

western life , took a job as horse ·wr ngler2 r or the William 

Donald ranch n .ar C rriz.:m , "'ew ·1ex1oo. Y 

worked hard at his ne job, s nt his nay ho 

f~odes 

to his parents, 

and quickly gra u t ed to the ~or, honor&ble occupations of 

covboy and bronc buster .3 

Fro the 1rs t it as anparent to his friends ha 

Rhodes as a narado,- . Re l oved a lif e of action , and in his 

work a s a ranch hand ·came to kn°'11 the mountains and deserts 

of southern Ne ._exieo wi tll a f"amiliari ty tba t led . to lite

long ar1ection . Be ss , to use an 1d1o of h i s d y , al ays 

'spoiling f or a tight, 0 either t r ien ly or ot.h rwise , nd he 

W? S ·s o heedless of his p rsonal safety wh th r 1n lay, work , 

2 A wrangl·er . a ·herd r :cf d ;h.e, or ses , whose duty i t 
is to have the h ·erd ·ava11tible · hen need d by the cowboys 1n 
their work. F r discu s!on of the enial n t re ot the 

, wr.angler• i>Osition, an~ the v l uable training offered by 
thi s job· for hiy)l r ,t ~ · or .ranch work , the r eader is re
fer red to F.a on F . Ad ms' s Wes tern ' or ds ( or msn, 1944) , 
p . 180. 

3The work of the covboy, in general outl1na at least , 
i s ~r obabl.y familiar to al ost eve ry Ame-r1ean. For a dis
cussion of the unusually hazardous nature of a bronc bust er' s 
duties , however , ain see ~de~~ ~ W~stern Words, p . 19. 



or c ombat t hat he Jas often nict,r, squely re•erred to as 

" hat there l oc o blossom1' by Tom cker , fore ~an of the 

V Cross T ranch in s uth©rn r:e, . :exico. 4 And Agnes ~~orely 

Cleaveland in her book or ranch 11 e r<M-1n1scences r ecalls 

/ ~ o_f . U'lod~S that :.sbe B~i. O~!]Td_ Of. a • 1 ' l.Dc.~rd ~p- O~~Cher OOWn 

' round ·ttngle ·' ·· bo':-" nj yed rEPUle- 1o fGr ' r i rl in ' a.iything 

that · ea rs h tr a nd goes on fo r legs ,! but ho as a bi t 

cracked . n5 

'Ihe reason for t h is latter O'l i n i n of Ph des , which 

seemed to be ra her generally held, was also the bas i s of 

") 
.) 

he rya rad o . he re e r ·ea 10 those· ho knew h i m. For uoene , " 

a r~:an of a ction in & rourh f rnnt.ler country tha1 out i t s 

chief '1 rerr..1um on ohysi c 1 sccomr-1 1shmA-nt , as also a . v -ora -

cious rea,ie.r a ~d , what was \JOrse , '' scribbler0 - - al th u h 

this l a tter i nc l ina t ion did not de-velon until he wa s nast 

his rr id- t·,e ,ties . 1 o ,..os 

s trange ac tiv i ~i .s h ~ . ~er. , 

f his associ~ ues , thes~ wer 

· hile no exa.-.tly fr ned unon , 

erved to set . h i sp rt ro.r: h is e1lows as bei. g a bit odd . 

Almost varypne 'ho has writ. en any.thing abou t Rhodes 

has some story _t o tell a out bis reading habits . Mrs . 

Cleavel~nd mentions tha t ha always car ~ied i n his saddle 

ro 1 big SC apbook containing S t orieS 7 eSS;~ys'; .(a_rt-¥·· ·oet:ry. 
:. ..... ... . - . 

which he had c l 11'nEH1 f r om vari ous s urcos ; the se -,1 eces of 

vritinp he r ead , reread , and studied by the l i ght t tne 

4Eddy Orcut t , 110a ssed By Here , " f.aturrlay Eveni nr. ') ost , 
CCXI ( Aueust 20 , 1938) , 21 . 

5yqo Life for a ad,;y ( _os ton, 1941) , n") . ?7A- 279 . 



cam'1fir e while on roundun . 6 An ri J . F:rank Dobie t ells of hrw 

P.hod cs woul ri rea,1 hile ridi ng l1 orseback and S:)re:: t j mes fail 

to note for helf an hour or so t hat his h rse h ~d co me to a 

standstill aga inst a . fence or ga te . 7 Most amusing_ (and t he 

least believable) , hoNeve r , is th e a necdote rBlated b y Eddy 

Orcutt in r is memorial t o f.hod~,s , writt en t h e year of t he 

co ·boy auth m· ' s death . Accordinp t o Orc utt, rt "'des was one 

4 

day riding with friends through S'ltne unusual ly rough c0u_11try 

and as usual was busily t urning the -oages of a book . Sudrlen-

ly his horse slinpe d cln<1 T) j_ tched h i rJ hr-sacHo ,g down a steen 

embank.::en t . fTis friends rushed to h im and ·, elne r. him to his 

feet . 

"Did he hurt you any?" h i s friends asked . 

" Well , " said Gene, 'he lost my ulace . 11 8 

Regardless of t he accuracy of such stories , t he fact 

remains that rn1odes did have a consuming inte ~est i n liter -

tu:rfl . Th B 11terary quntatioP..s and allusions i n his writings 

reveal a man · ho as equally at hone with Shakesnea re or 

Shelley , Enerson ar :'0e , The Bible or t he "W:lnnie- the - noa 11 

storj Ps of A. A. ~ilne . 

At the age of seventeen younr:- Rhrxles abandonc-d co,,boy 

life termorarily an 11 took employment as an a r my scout and 

guide . Geronimo , the notoriou s A,ache chi ef , hac:i slinoed 

the c onfines f h s Arizana reservation ,,Ji th a large ba nil of 

6~10 Life for a Lady , "JU . 278- 279 . 
7rntroauction t o The B2st Jovels anrl Stories of Fugene 

:lanl nge Fhodes ( Boston -;-1949), D. xv . 
"fiasseff By HPre," 21 . 

V 



angry .. nd nef i ant followers ano ·a s marauding eas ar i nto 

the Territory of few !oxico . Throughout t 1e years L"85- 36 

the army hunteti tho ily 1 · .:lian . It s ffiiodes who f?Uided 

5 

the hlue- elad soldiers through the oaz o sout ern Nc::w Mexi-

co mcu~ta1n rang('; _an .. -~cross the tre.cklos,S. stretches of . 
.... • • • ~ ~· f • • 

" •, . . 

semi- des rt . '.rhi '. as •' l_tig!.t adven . re ro:r a lad ·not y t . out 

of his t eens , hut with characteristic humor Fhodes in la er 

l i fe deoreca te~ -~is part iri ·t e Indian 1Jars . 

u1,fuen Ge onlmo heard tbot I vas uiding tl1e army in 

south r New ftf.exi co , 0 I odes said, "hew sely stayed est of 

the Rio Grnnde . 11 9 

When Rhod(;S left the army s~t'Vice in 1886 , he returned 

to ranch work for two years and then w1 th :"100 in ·bis nocke t 

set out for c::toe .ton , California, and the College of the 

Pacific . Al thou h he had had ve :ry 11 ttle elementary school 

ing and no high school trB ining , Fhodes passed t he entrance 

examinations handily on the s trengt. of his oast reading . 

He stayed two years at the College of the ')acii'ic , taking a 

n rogram of general studies with special hasis on coursP.s 

i n literature , and i t .ras only the 1muossibility of financin r· 

further study the made h i m return to New Mexico with his 

schooling incot:t;1lete . He al ays remeobered his tY-::> yea r s of 

coll e as a satisfyjng and rich in terlude i n h is li f e . 

In ;Je,, ~..iexico once again Rhodes , now t · enty- three , made 

a modest beginnini,'f i n ranching for himself by homesteading 

9May R.~odes , The Hired Man on Horseback , o . ?3 . 
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a wa t~:?red t ract in the rugp .;d San And res mountains and run-

nj g a f ew cat le on share s . I t was a hard life . With only 

one or t o hel ers. he bui l t the necessary ranch build.in"'s , 

strung fence , and tended · he cattle in the vas t mountain 

wilderne s s. I t was a job that ev 1~ clay beean well efore 

· sunr 1s and. 1.d ot end until well pa s dark . Becaus . he · 

ha d homesteaded ell of the ater sunoly , Rh~des ac t ually 

e on_trol- ed an enmire; and had his l and been Dronerly stocked, 

be ould have made a fortune . But ithout funds and unable 

to find anyone willing to back av ntu:re in the, 11d San 

Andres adequa tely , he never rose above the st.etus of ' little ' 

rancher , whieh , by i plication , eant a oor one . 

In spi t e of the Lone working hour and the nhysical 

h r dships , ho ever , Fhod s began his flrst exneriments in 

crea t ive writin.g d rj,ng his ranching days . These early 

efforts took the or~ of verse . While many of the pieees of 

this oeriod ar 0 only a fev cu1 s above doggerel , they reveal 

in the i r rou h fumbling for the right ord , the ost effec

t i ve nhrase , the beginnings ot· the 11 terary artist . ? rose 

writing , a t l eas t for ?Ublice t ion , he did not s ttemn t at this 

t i me . 

. . .One; Of :Rhode ., ~ .n ems , orint~d '1n some o"i:,scure. and now 

na r.::eless magazine , chanced to be read by ¥..rs . t,ray Davison 

Pur , le , a young wfdO)II liv.1.ng· in Apale~ht,n , Je1,,1 York , and she 
.• . - . . . ~ :.;, 

wrote P.hodes a brie note of appreciation . Af ter several 

months as sed and she had forgotten the incident , one day a 

let te r from Rhodes a rrived . Re had been on roundun when she 
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sent her no t e , he exola i nea . 1h en be went on for twenty 

hand-written nages to talk abou t Ne Mexico, himself , and 

7 

literature . is was the beginning of a long corresoondence 

between the two , a corresoondance hi.ch · develoned r ot::1antic 

overtones , and cul minated in 1899 wi th Rho!).es ' s .. ~nnouncem~nt 

that. he wa·s cornir{ ,E~.s.J ~~ i t~ : a ,cat;l~·- tra1~-And _pla~heg_ to . 
.. • • ... ,.r ·,., ... • 

eorne to Apalachin, to see her . 

PJlodes ' s r ivai :.in A ata·ch i n. se.tves .1:n:1- everal -ways to 

illus trate the naradoxes of his per sonality . He was scuffed 

and bruised as the r esult of '!)ar t icinating i n a free- for-all 

fight i n Niagara Falls , a nd , bis clothes being in a s tat or 
dis repair , he had sto oed i n Ne York City to buy a new suit . 

Trustingly takin the salesman ' s word about the qu lity of 

goods, he mad his purchase and went on , only to f.ind the 

s u1 t showing its cheapness and poor or.kmanshi before he 

reached A-oalachin. W1 th a rueful smile and the clever t, is t 

i ng i n meaning of a famous quotation (a device which he used 

brilliantly in h i s later writing) , Rhodes dismissed the 

matt er. 

"I was a stranger,u be said , "and they took me 1n. nlO 

";Jhen Rhodes -and May Davison Purple met , he gave her the 

' ·· o ' resents he h d brou ht her from Ne Mexico : one a oony 

of . Rudyard Ki pli n ' s Seven Sees , the other a ne&rl - handled 

~i stol ! The. book and the un- - no to gifts could have told 

more about the dual na ture of the man ' s personality. 

10May .Rhodes , "!'he Hired M§n on Horsebac, p . 4 . 
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Fhodes and ~rs . ~ur~le er married on August 9 , 1899 , 

about two weeks after the former •s arrival in Analachin . 

Rhodes returned to . ew ~exico al ne a shot t i me later end 

did miscellaneous ork throu~h out the follo-.1ing wj oter be

s_ides looking after his ranch - homes te d . In the soring his 

: ,ire j-oine<l him 1n -.New :i-lexico . During t.clis firs inter 
.... _.<' ' . 

af t er h is marriage Rhodes wrote and sold his firs t short 

story . The/ sale was ma de to the ma azine Land of Sunshine ; 

then edited by Ch rlos F . Lummis ,11 and· enriched Rhod s in 

the amount of ten dollars . 

Rhodes ' s wor on his ranch l eft almos t no time for 

8 

wri ting , ho1ueve r , and not a reat d al , indeed, for his 

newly- arrived wife . After gett ing her set led in a s~all 

adobe house in Tulero.s , the town nearest his ranch , F.hodes 

left i mmed iately for spr1~ roundup and vas gone for three 

weeks !. Mrs . 11hodes recalls that she had scarcely any women 

visi t ors during her firs t months in 1'ularosa because Gene, 

as she nut it , "was considered i ld , " and the Tularosa· owen 

!Jere a bit unoert&1n about associ ating with a woman who 

-i..rould ma r ry such a ma n . 12 

llcharles ' "f!:w. ·•:· .. ""is , ;· S,ue'c·assfiii journalis·t , eoi t'or , 
fiction.1s t ; lii'stor!"an~ nhi"il.ol.ogist , and/ an. i moor t ant chrqni
cler or he '1outhwes t in h 1.s own right , took an i mmediate 
interes t in the young cowboy- wri ter ' s work . He encouraged 
Rhodes in the latter ' s 1'9rmati1Ve ye rs of au_tho~sbin and re
mained an honest and hefoful cri t i-c of· Rbooe.s ' s · -ork t~ rou ,h 
out his l i fetime • 

. 12Rhodes ' s wildness aoparently n ver reached serious 
proportions , but because he loved to box (h whipoed six men 
a t one . 'Ihank.sgi vi ng celebration) , was passionately f ond of 
baseball , enjoyed a free- tor-all fight , and was a masterful 
noker· nlayer , he as fro..ined uoon by the pillars of the 
commun1.ty . 



9 

In D cember Mrs . Rhodes moved to her husband ' s ranch 

and remained ther e for s i x months before r eturning to Tula

rosa to give birth to t he firs t ch i ld by her marr1aee t o 

Rhodes .13 Alan Rhode:s a s orn on J une 1 2 , 1901 , 14 and this 

event seemed to defini t ely i gnite in Rhodes the desire for 
~ " . ,.,. '• ,.., 

. "1 1:tara~y e'~ressj; n . Al tho gh s t i ll o e r a ting his r anch and 
:,.!" ,. .. ..., ' 

frequently ina:kl ng the long ride between i t and Tularosa to 

, ,' .. :" e w-1 th hls f m1ly, he found the time to egin his first 

short s tory efforts, and a dozen or more of thes e early at

tempts found their -. ay i nto such magazines s the early. 

McClure ' s and Out We s t . · 

In 1903 Mrs . Rhodes ret urned to New Yor k for a vi s it 

with her par ents but because of family dif' iculties vas un

able to return to t ew · x ico. 1 5 .lihod s remained 1n New 

Mexico during the fol l owing thre e years, but finall y in 1906 

13Mrs. Bhodes bad two children by her f irst marriage , 
both qui te youn at tho time she r r i d Eb.odes . · When she 
came to 1ew :xieo , she broUfht one or the children with her 
snd left the other wi th her parents 1n Je York . s . Rhodes 
does not expla in the reason for this ac t ion i n 'lhe Hired Man 
on Hofseback . . . 

l+Rhodes was 1n the nearby town of · Alamo ordo! marooned 
by a flood , hen his son • as born. The newborn ch ld became 
des~erately 111 and was not e4'1)ec t ed to l ive . Since no 
trains were rumi~ftg , Rh~.des . ~o~a .dee_re.d. ~ )..oepJnPti v .,. fi_re.~ .. - " 
u , and r an 1, Jte e :rilou · miles to .Mar~sa , ~ltlto~ - -~'th '--.:\·: 
track was under-·. t r . Ul& entire dis tano.e . Ihe. e 1.aQde had · . -
a CO!D!:)letely happy endi ni : ~lan Rhodes r alli ed and grew 
heal thy , and the railroad of'f1c1als di d not s eem dis>Josed to 
make fg issue of the "borrowi ng." ·· of . their locomotive • . 

· Ac tually , Mrs . Rhodes never enla ins · 1n 'Ihe Hired · Man 
on Horseback why she did not return to Ne Mexico , and the 
reader only assumes fro a hint dropped here and there that 
the reason had to do with her fathe r and mother . 1be follow
ing sta tement (T)age 94) i s ss near as she co"'ies to an ex
Pl anation : t'?atiently he Gene waited in ew Yor k unt i l 
I would be free to go with him. back to lew Mexico • n 
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h sold his r nch i n the San Andres and joined his vife and 

family 1n Apalachin, Nev York. rel Mex1 co legend has i. t 

that Rhodes left the state with two osses at his heels ; and 

while this seems .t be a decided e~ag er ation , it is a mat-

ter of record tha-t a .. w-srrl3 t. !or his .arr s.t "" ·· s issu~d --~ 
"'' . ' 

. ~ · ' ~ . : . ' 
. shortly before hl ~ d~ aPtU}'~ for· the·. -est.;. : It seems ·that' 

he had indulged in the Old range CUS~_Ol?f . ?f ahfaxs b~t~hering 
, . ... •.,. 

someone else's beef when in need of meat . Unfortunately 

Rhodes performed ·he deed in the resence of a newcomer to 

t he West who did not kpow the "custom" and ho prmuptly re

oorted the act to the owner of t he cow who a narently· did 

not hold with the tteat the other man ' s beef" hilosonhy , at 

least when the beef -was his own. 16 A war rant was issued 

charging Bbodes with larceny, and it is interesting to note 

that it carried the addi t ional char e agains t h i m of "in

ducing" a state ' s w1 ness to leave the jurisdict ion of the 

c urt . 'Ibis itness was the man who had origlnelly reported 

16rn the toll~Aing brief scene tro . bis short n vel 
Once in the Saddle·, . ·Rhodes touches usingly upon the 
oractice of aati~ t he other man ' s beef": 

uyo eat your a1 n beef, I see , u r P.ma r ked 
·-' ? lfny:· ·~- tbe su. per tabl • 

. !'Ye , n said Ford a ologetically. 11Uncle .Jim 
he said ' tbat was the best -way.ft 

"Some do , " said Pliny. 
"Yes, but ho could you tell? 

young race so· pure and eloquent as 
?liny poured hi self' a cup or 

he broke a hot biscuit and reached 
jerky. 

Is my fair 
all that?" 
steaming coffee; 
for the bowl of 

"Far fr om it . I "'J ounded up the jerky to make 
this gravy , and i t was tough and stringy . Fa.t 
tender yearlin ' s is what you kill when they ' re 
other peonle ' s stuff . " 



•• 

the butchering incident , and , according to Eddy Orcutt , 

Rhodes 's means of "inducing" consisted of a sound oistol 

whip 1ng .17 

11 

Rhodes arrived in A alach1n, New Yor~ on April 23 , 1906 

and did not r .eturn to his beloved New Mexico for two ~ecades , 
~ .. 
' ' 

•· .. ~although he was constantly homesick for th·e land of. his. boy- , .. 
•. • -~ ...t 

hood and young manhood . He , to quote Mrs. Rhodes , "dreamed 

almost nightly of being back t here and ~erding cattle and 

horses. nl8 It snowed on the night of Rhodes ' s arrival i n 

Analachin, and be once made the remark hat be never d1d 

really live in New York , that he j ust went back and got 

snowed in for twenty years .19 

It is p robable , however , that this uprooting from the 

environment and people which were to be his l i tera r y subject 

l 7°Passed By Here , "?·48 . 
18The Hired Y~n on Horseback, o . 94~ 
19Desp i te his longing for New Mexico, Rhodes saw beauty 

in the Ea st . '.the following descript ion of the fictional 
Abington , llew York , in Cop . er Streak Trail is actually , ac
cording to Mrs • . Rhodes , a descripti9n of Apalachin: 

'''lbe hil l s send qown a buttress to the no·r th; against 
it the Susquehanna .f'lows swift and strai ht fol' a little 
space , va inly chafing. Just whe re the high ridge breaks 
sharp and steep to the river ' s edge ther e is a grass y level , 
lulled by the sound of pleasant waters; there sleep the dead 
o.f (\bingd.on.. . . ~ ·-~ , .. .. . . . . . ~ 
. --· 0 Here' i ·s ·a· ·raft' ·and riobl(f:: rosptict ·, :which· :Ln Italy, or in 
Cali'f.ornia :bad : oee.n world:..ramed;.. ·a.. bea'ut'y -gene.r ous and grac1-
ous--valley, upland and hil l and curving river. The hills 
are checkered to squares, cleared fiel ds and green- black 
woods; i nevi tably..., the .in·nd goes out to those who wrought here 
when the fora~t was unbroken·, and so ·comes· back to r ead on 
the head~tones the names of the quiet dead: Hill, Barton , 
Clark , Green , Ca mp , Hunt , Catlin , Giles, S~erwood , Tracy, 
Jewett , ane , Gibson , Holmes , Yates , Hopki ns , Goodenow , Gris 
wold, Steele . Something stirs at your hair-roots--these are 
t he names or the English. A few sturdy Dutch names--Boyce , 
Steenburg , Van Lear--and a lonely French Mercereau; the rest 
are unmixed Engl ish. 11 
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ma tter speeded , i ndeed ~..ay have been ma inly r esponsible for , 

h i s success as a r i ter . 'The separation i n time nd distance 

surely added to his understanding and appreciation of the 

c untry and t>e ple he ha left and unquestionably lent a 

nostalgic beauty to many or his pages . lso, the fact that 

Rhodes had ~uch·· ·o~e ;ti e -;f~r~ bi s wrft1ng ~ ~ ·-_·t h~ c. :·:· ~- tian. ~~ ~ .'1 
.... ' ~· . ~ . . ~ ' ~... ,., .. , - .: ) -· _,,. ·• ~ 

he had had as a rancher 1n New Mexico doubtless contr i buted 

to his s ccess . An . finally ,. l)eflle . ·.' most .. i mportantly. 

Rhodes ' s re oval to Rew Yor k brought him into contact wi th 

Henry Wallace Phillips, a ell- kn wn contri butor to 1he Sat

urday Evening Post . 20 billips took n interest i n Rhodes 

and i nvited him to h1s home on Slaten Island , where the two 

wrote stori.es t ogether for six weeks .. ti ••• Philliu ' s aid, 

encouragement , and i nstruc t ion, u says 1rs . Rhodes, "were be

yon pr1ce .tt21 As a matter of fact, Rhodes , who later be

came an outstanding Saturday Evening ~ost contribut~r in his 

own right , made· his entry into that ma azine with two stories22 

written i n collaborati on 1th· Ph1111ns and published in 190?. 

Wi th this p r o sing s tart in vr1 ting accompl ished , 

Rhodes took up faraii ng on land belong in .to his wife ' s par 

ent s , and for any ye rs lived the life or a writer-farmer . 

H . bull t . o large house on the f arm and was often aid visi t s 
... 

20Mrs . Rhodes does not exnl in the circumstances ·of 
the1r2fcqua1 ntance. 

'.the Hired .mn on Horseback, , • 92 . 
. 2211 The umismat1st 0 (March 2 , 190?) and " 1he nunishment 

and the Crime0 ( -, r11 20 190?) . Another collaborative er
fort b y Fhodes and Philll os, a story entitled "Check, 11 ap
pear ed 1n the f.2.!11n 1908 . In tbe meantime Rhodes had sold 
to the magazine t1c t 1on n 'whieh Phillips had not collabor ated . 
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by outstanding writers and editors of bis day , tb1s to his 

great del ight , because he dearly loved to talk about vriting 

and wr1 ters, es ecielly his favorites among the gr:eat English 

masters . 

From the s tandpoint of vol ma of writing , the years 
·- ~. .~ . 

1909 ~d ·1910 were amon. Illiodes •s best •. ·· Ue - ,rote both short 

stories and novelettes which dealt almost entirely ~1th the 

South est and ~outhwes tsrners , an~ his work found millions 

of readers among the audiences of such ma s s•cireulat1on 

magazines as '!he • ·:gn:day Evening ? o=.. ' , Cosmon-ol i taq , and 

Redbook and such s allgr journals s Pacific k"'nthlx, Sunset, 

and 'Verybody ' s . During the 1909-1910 per iod nie Saturdax 

Evening :iost alone carried seven of h i s novel.e ttes ar.d short 

s tories .• 

After th i s ner1od Rhodes settled down to a f airly 

s teady , though by no means prolific , literary production , 

which lasted for the next six years . The entr ance of the 

United Sta tes into 'l!orld W~r I and the enlistment of his 

son Fred brought an almost corr:plete halt to Rhodes ' s rit-

1.ng activities . He felt the War 1ntens ly , lost all power 

to wri te , and farmec almost day and night . 23 Finally, at 

tho urging of t ··,e gove rnment, he did t urn to vri tinJ ho e .. 

fron t oronsp,a da, but during the War years he could bring 

himsel f to finish but one story, a novelette entitled" o 

Mean Ci ty , n which was published i n The Saturday Evening "ost . 

23Ma. Phodes , 1he Hired Yian on Horseback, u . 127. 



P.hodes ' s preoccu ation with the .Jar i s shown by the fu'.!t 

that the st ry deal t wi th an attem ·, t t o sabotar, P. Eleoha.nt 

Butte Dam 1n New Mexico . 
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Af' t13r the War Rhodes did rr.anage to resume h i s wri t i ng 

ac tivi t ies, and wh i le in the opinion of one critic at least 

hfs s:t<>ries 1nipr :Ov od in quality ove hi s ea r lier ones , 24 

there was a decided f all i ng off i n h is q~a.nti ty or n roduc

tip-n. There were many reasons for this r e,. uct1on i n the 

v olume of his wri t i ng , but "!)erhaps the most important was 

the r: reat amount of 'time and energy he used up in fighting 

f or causes dea r to h i m ers onally out not re\-1arding to him 

as a wri t er . Th1s was not a trait that develo'f-ed suddenly 

after the Ws r , of course . He had , for exaople , labored long 

and hard b.t means of art i cle- ri ting and correspondence f or 

the admission of New Hex.t co into the Union e s a s tate--this 

after his coming to .1 e York .· But he did not lessen these 

" outs i de" ac t ivi ties as the yea r s went by . He s;:,ent e great 

deal of time and energy in 1923 , f or instance , proving the 

unsoundness of en a r t icle in The t i terarv D1gest which cri t i 

cized the accuracy of Emerson Hough 1 s ·orth cf '36. And he 

never eeased to think about and try to help bis fri end , 

Albert eacon Fall•·· Who 'as convi-e L~· o~ ·bribery _6,ipjustly, 
~ 

Rhodes as convinced ) in -the Teat>~t Dome s esndsi • . 

Another serious dis t ract i on _for Rhodes .was f inancial 

troubl€s . He made rather la r ge amount's of money but simnl y 

2~1b1s is the op i n1o. of Ber nard De Voto, as expres sed 
in !he Hi red Y.an on Horseback , o . xl1 . 
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could not manage to stay out of debt . The nr1ncio.sl reason 

for this wos that he was too generous and kindhea rted . To 

quote Mrs . Rhodes: 11Gen-e as always reluctant to -press a 

debtor, but he would go out and move heaven and earth to 

raise money to loa°, ~ fr1.end , even t? borrw1ng . it himself 

in order to !lass it on ;./ 1 25 ' ;Rhodes ti1 err: , s indi ~ter~nt · 

to monoy, but his creditors were not . He finally :1ent to 

Cali.f'ornia to try to sell bls stories 'to the mov e$, but· he 

s lmoly did not have the temperament to succeed i n Hollywood . 

Instead of making money to ease his financ i al obligations, 

he only lost more time and money . 

In 1926, after the death of Mrs . Rhodes' oarents , 

Rhodes and bis wife returne,~ to . e-w Mexico. It is interest

ing to note that in thi s year ~odes wrote 11?aso por Aqu1 , tr 

which is considered by mos t critics of Rbodes ' s work to be 

h is fines t piece of writing. 26 1be Rhodoses vera given warm 

and affection te welco s wherever they went in the state . 

rew 1ex1eo •s Governor Dillon issued a mock 1>ardon to Rhodes 

for the caw butchering i ncident of twenty years ago, and 

Rhodes settled down after a while 1 1 his old home town of 

Tularosa to begin work on what he ho1:>ed would become his 

best book. ltlis was to be an inform.al history or the early 

cattle days 1n New Mexico and was to t reat of all his ~er

sdna1· exneriences and or the scores of his cattlemen and 

2g'l'he Hired f:!an on Horseback , n . 135. 
2 Dobie , Introduet1on to Best Novels and Stories. of 

Eugene Manlove Rhodes , Th v11 . 
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c owboy f' rien r'l s . Tt. ttJ ~ s t o he cal l <.H Old t i rr.e r i n New Mex i co 

or The f i lent -:•as t . 

Th e book , h 0wever , · as not 11estlned to be c ~nle tea .27 

Financial difficul ti es cU not n 8r rr.d t Fhode s t o dPv ote enoueh 

tine t o it, and i n June 1928 hs suffered a severe heart nt

tack . Aft e r t h i. s Rh 011es ' s hnal t h fai l ed rapid l y , and he 

b ecame tor mented b • bronchitjs . 

Finally , in 1 931 Rhodes and h i s wi fe •.,1en t t o Cr·li fornia 

in t he hone that t he ocean bree zf' s would les sen t he bron-

c h i tis from whi c h Fhod e s n o.v suffe ed constantly . R': 8d e s 

had written only a f ew stories during hi s five-ye a r s t ay i n 

New Vexic o , and he a nd h i s ,, i fe ·.,ere now i n al mos t des~e r a t e 

fi nancial ci rcnr.stance s . :1rs . F'·,h 'Y'les tells of taki ng t heir 

l ;,:;st t h i rty- fou r c e nts et one tim~ t o mail a manus c :rin t . 

rzot all the Californ i a s t..nshine c ould bri ~h t en the 
knnwledge t ha t we were ol d en 'broken ana nra c t j. cally penni 
l e ss . Coulr1 w2 have h Arl t he money Ger.e so ger:erously l oaned 
t n his fri ends , ana which t hey di dn ' t nay back , we would 
have been in c omnare tively comfortable circumstances . ?8 

P:horles simnly ct i d not he ve enoueh s trenr, t h to 110 -;iuch 

wri t ing nuri np: the f inal years of his life , but his i llness 

c ause ~ no f elli nc off i n qual ity . I t ~us t be at l eas t i n 

nart The Trusty Knav es (1931) , The 7) r o d Sh eri f f (193 2 ), ar.d 

Beyond t h e Dese rt (1934 ) , the t Berna r r! ne Vnt o h .H1 i n ,... i nd 

27nor has t he frag ment PVer beHn ·oublishe d exceot for 
ex cernts i n Th E· Hi r e d !1an on Ho rseback . 

28'rhe Hired Ifan on Horsebac k , n . 24-C . 
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when ho spoke of the su eriori ty or Phodes ' s stories writt en 

after l 20 to t hose written before that date. 29 

Rhodes died of a heart attack on the morning of June 27, 

1934. !n accordance with hi s long-standing request, h1s body 

was t aken t the summit of his beloved Sn Andres Mountains 
··~ 'f.,< ··~- .,.. 

· in. 'e ·, f.~ xieo for-b ·r:1:·a1 • . ':pie marker nl aced on his grave 

dug 1n t he white gypsum bore only the si le inscription : 
. , r 

~· u AS0 OR A~ J» 
EOOF.~fe MAN OVE RffOD .. S 

JA. 19, 1869 - JUNE 27, 1934 

Such a bri ef outline of facts r s that of the oreceding 

pages cannot begi n to do j ustice t o the rich a nd complicate<l 

nersonality t hB t was Eugene f{anlove Rhodes. Rut oe hans it 

has suggested that he vas , to use t he · ords o J . H. Jackson, 

"a kind ma.n , a cant ankero s man , a ge ,erous , lovable , 

crotchety, fearless, intensely individual human being . "30 

... 

.. 

29see footnote 25 on nage 15. 
30"Rhodes of the Reel West, " S2 turda¥ Review of Litera

~, XVIII {October 15, 1938), 18 . 



CHAPTER II 

.. 

Tho casual reader ot odes ' s stories 1~ likely to eome 

away from t he experience with the feeling that, des-pi te a 

S'Park11ng style rmd an unfailin0 ly conscientious de·s p1et1on 

ot rangeland deta ils , Phodas is , after all, just another 

writer of 0 horse operas . n Do not his nlots almost without 

exee~t1on concern the~selves ~1th the le less aspects of the 

West? Do they not feature violent action? A.re not his he 

roes rugfed 1ndiv1<!ualists'i' Hi s villains unrelieved black

guards? His heroines paragons f virtue? Is not the myt h 

or 'Jes tern cama r derie exalt d repea t -edly? 

The a.nswer to all of t hese questions i s "yes," and yet 

t he fact remains that in al that ~odes wrote he as true 

to the so1r1 and the history of the West ash Jo,.ew it . 

Bhodes ' s fidelity to real ism in recording the dete1ls of 

cattle country existence is general ly adrnitted . l That his 

vor s . have .an even .~ore _. m:ee~ip f'ul realis.m is. ass rted by 

·,: ·Earn: r.d · D · Voto' ln 'Jiis mo ·.~ ~ 1; ~:· r_ - nt ~t t e?:1e~\ about 

Rhodes : 

• • • t he oattern of thourht and feeling in his books is that 
of the era he wrote about. It is the record of the de,osit 

lsee Chanter IV of t hi s work .• 
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which exuerienee in the ra e country left on the minds of 
those who undenrent it . I am illing to lo t t ha t define 
realism in fict1on. 2 

A revie · or some of Rhodes ' s mos t important novels and 

a brief review of certain as ects of Western develonrnent 

will make· De Voto's assertion more meanin.gf'ul . This review 

s hotll.d also establ1sb eyond all doubt t hat while Rhodes may 

have writ ten s_ocial history , t his was merely 1ne1dental . 

· The ·D was first and last a storyteller, a ronancer. His 

stories are stron in '1lot and full of co l')l1cat1ons and 

adventure . 

The Little Eohipuu.s3 as Bhodes ' s first full-length 

novel , 4 and n ny of the cat~le country attitudes th<:t it 

expresses as well as in its stress on nlot comnlicat1on, it 

is as typically !bodesian as anything he ever wrote. The -
Little Eobipnus, as are most o Rhodes 's stories, is set 

1n south-central v f4'ex1co, a land o mountains , of desert 

and semi-desert, and of the fertile valley of t he lUo Grande. 

\vbil there is 'forming in the r1 ver valley , it is a minor 

enternrise . This i s cattle country. 

2 Introduction to t6.ay Davison Rhodes ' s The Hire ~f.an on 
Horseback (Foston, 1938), p . xxxi11 . 

3Th1s ,r.es. .~a t1,.._tle .. J?f the, storY .. when 1t first ~:gpeared , 
as a serial. ' 1rt·· ffie -sot-urd§Y; Evening Pgst · 1n 1 14.. · It '"was 
ublished 1.l:l .. book t or un er · th title or Bransford in 
read~a ( "ev ·York, 1914) . 

Bhodes •s stories are not easy t o classify according to 
length . one of his novels esn ·be c onsidered ong , t he top 
limit beinr a out 75', 000 words . ·· Others range between 15,000 
and 20,000 and can probably safely te called novelettes . 
Still othArs are in the 20, 000 to 50 , 000 word ran ,e , and to 
call them novelettes or short novels is 'irobably sir.a,,ly e 
matter of preference . The L:1 ttle Eoh1-cn,us is approximately 
50 , 000 ~ords long. · 
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Jeff Bransford is a cowboy working for the traditional 

ttforty and found.'' He accidentally encounters Miss Ellinor 

Hoffman , an Eastern girl visiting friends in this region, 

when he has e minor riding mishap nea r the spot where she 

is preparing t o enjoy a solitary picnic. They a r e immedi

ately attra(:'t.ed ,.to··one· anoihe:r, and P..iss . Hoffman i ntima t es 

that if Bransford would like t o see her again, he should ·· 

attend the mas querade bali. being given _:the nex.t night at 

the Lake ranch a s a going-away party 0for her · a~d some other 

young ladies staying ther e. 

Lake , rancher, bank owner, and man of influence, is an 

enemy of Bransford ( reason not given), but Bransford a ttends 

the party uninvited nevertheless. He fathoms Miss Hoffman 's 

disguise, makes his own i dentity known to her, and t hey dis

engag e t hemselves from the party to walk alone in t he ga r den 

and talk . Miss Hoffman , an accomplished coquette, manages 

to make the unsophisticated Bransford thor oughly miserable. 

At the unmaskj,ng hour Bransford beats a quick retreat and 

in his haste leaves behind a noseguard {he came dr essed as 

a football player!). 

At some t ime before the break-up of the party (the time 

is definitely es tabl ished ), Lake ' s bank 1n th e town of 

Arcadia ~ome f ew miles distant is broken into and robbed of 

$30 ,000 . A noseguard i s found at the scene of the crime, 

and when it is learned tha t Bransford attended the masquer

ade ball a tti red as a football playe r but disappeared from 

sight long before t he end of the ~arty, he i s accused of 



t he robbery , arrested, and given an inmediate prelimina r y 

bearing . 
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now nothing would b P. simpler than for Bransford t o re

veal that he has a per fec t alibi: he had not left the arty 

but had been valki 1n the garden with. ss Hortman when 

the . crime was cmnnditeq . 13ransford, ·'how ·v f:, is loath ~o 
~ . ~ 

cause the young lady·· even t he slight a' b rr~ss en t of having 

t o a t that sne vas ·1.one !t.>r an hou;r- in the gar den with a 
.. . 

man! He resolves , therefore , that he will clea r h sel.f 

without using the al ibi by uncovering t he real crimi nal or 

else spend the rest or his l ife in Mexico (if he i s lucky 

enough to escape a han 1ng noose ). ·1 t h thi s decision made , 

he escal)eS from t he room in which his preliminary hearing 

i s bei held and begins bis efforts to reach the l{exiean 

border. A l arge art of the story deal. 1th t hese efforts , 

and the c l i mactic eP1.sode i s a chase with the ? t:>Sse 1n vhich 

he is assi sted by a young "hoy11 who turns out 1n t he end to 

have been ,41 s Hottman, who decided not to retur n East 1n 

t he f ace of Bransford •s tr uble . 

Bransf ord r eaehes Mexico , and h is r1ends a t ho e clea r 

him by uncovering the real r obber--Leke h i mself , who bur

glarized his o;.rn bank for the insurance money involved • . -

Bransford returns home· Mi ss Hof ·msn is still there , and the 

1tr..µ licat1o·· i s that their marriage will s oon take place . As 

a n interesting final bit , Bransf ord r eveals t ha t he a.ins a 

copper mine i n Arizona which nets h i m "all the way from five 

t o ten thousand clear per each and every yearn (he has been 



22 

worklng as a en boy simnly eeause he enjoys the life and 1s 

building un e little ranch on the sid-e ) . This revelation is 

significant because 1 t. mea s that he can supnort 111ss Hof' an 

in the nner t o hich she has been aceustomed--a very 

i_mportant noi nt in t ho cowboy code of reverence t oward women . 

It is easy enough to criticize t he lot f The Little 

Rohin-ous , as it .is most of Bhodes ' s plot::; . If Bransford had 

revealed hi s hereabouts at the ti r:ie of the rob ery , his 

pr oble ould have been s olved . But it was unthi nkable to 

F.hodes that Br ansford should t ke the easy vey out at the 

e,X?ense or even minor embarrassment ot a lady. And besides , 

such action would have been i nconsistent wi t h Rhodes ' s con-

cept or the sel f - reliant nature or t he eowboy . Bransford 

r esolves t once that 1! he cannot handle his own problem, 

he will suffe r the consequences . In c onnection with this , 

1t may be a dramatic weakness that Br nsford ' s predi cament 

i s finally solved not by hi s own ef'.fo r ts but by those of his 

fri nds, but it is def1ni tel y i n line 1th Rhodes ' s ell t 

in the camaraderie of the West , the fri end ' s r allying t o the 

aid of a man in trouble . 

The et>i sode s and situations i n The Little Eohinous are , 

e.s- in most · of Rb-odes • s ~to1:tes, admittedly romantic ana fan-
< 

c1tul: Bransford •s escape from the courtroo~, h i s bair~ 

assisted in elud1n t be posse.-. by Miss Hotf1:1an i n disguise , 
.... , .. ,. ... 

his own use or disguise to dupe his pursuer s in anot her ep i 

s ode , and so forth . The critical reader can only be re 

minded _a in t ha t Rhodes was a storyteller . ilh1le there is 
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realism in many asr.iects of Bhodes 's work , he drew his con

cept or story · from the ro aneer s of literature--from Black

more , Stevens'"'n (whose nrk he .adaired above all otb~rs}, 

Conen Doyle, o. Henry , r1nd t he r like . 

Rhodes •s next novel was Q__opper Stre8k 'frail . 5 In t his 

work of some· 55,ooo: ?rds ·Rho es us;<l ~haPac·te-;s -wh1.ch seor... 
•. '_.. ~ ·: I •. : '!'. ," "<, • • ~ : • -.i: ,.. . . ~ 

to ho distill.ation.s of earlier ones and · rototn:,es o those 

to tallow in later vri'ti ·.t:. · tlie garrulo'-ls, shrewd old 
! ... .. 

Southwester. er -whose abundant speech contains a rich vein 

of wisdom; the young n.ewcomer to the Southwest, eager com

panion of the oldtimer, who proves himsel. n man; the loyal 

friend who risks a fortune-or his life to do a f avor . In 

addition, this novel contains an excellent cross- section of 

Bho ests r eneetions on society and, while not i n abundance, 

so or his most effective descri-pti ve work . 

Copner Stre-ak Trail is t he story of a fabulous copper 

strike -in Arizona . Pete Johnson, an oldtlreer who has spent 

his life ranching and pros ecting 1r t he outhwest , nd 

Stanley Mitchell, a youn man from a wealthy Easter n family, 

stumble onto a hill or extremely high-grade copper ore orth 

literally millions , a "warty, .snubby little gray hill in an 

1ns1gn1ticant cluster o little gray h11ls0 1n the b-arr n , 

5Two other books by Rhodes, Steosons of Light (Boston, 
1921) and West Is West ( ew York , .1917), precedeu Conner 
Streak Trail (Boston, 1922) in nrint as books . Copper Streak 
Trail a;~ea red as a seri al in The Sa turday Evenin ?ost in 
1917 , ho!Jever, and Stensons of . 1ght d1.d not apnear in that 
maga zine unt11 1920. ~est Is West 1s a rather loos ly tied
tog ther collection or Rhod,es •s writi s, most of which had 
bad p revious magaa1ne ap-oearance .• 
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isolated country near t te Me 1can border . J.or.i tchell has cone 

West to mako h i s o· n fort ne , and it appears th t with this 

find ha ill have no difficulty in achieving his goal; but 

lmost i mmediately complications appear . A gang of reedy 

men headed by Y.ay . r Zurich, a 'deal t h y merchant-banker in the 

little de$ert town of Cobre , discovers !:late and Stan ' s secret, 

and i mmedia t ely t hey begin to make trouble for the two men 

a d t tempt to trail them t o thei r discovery.. Pete and Stan, 

hov ver, have no intention of locat1n on their strike until 

t hey have interested Eastern capital in it, for. they k.ncr. 

that if they locate prematurely , t hey will ·have a ... 1, ht on 

their hands vith Zur ich and his gang . 

A closely 1nte rat ed subplot whieh runs t hrou h the 

novel concerns the estranger.tent of Stan from a ealthy old 

uncle in New York because of a misund rstanding between the 

two about .a girl that Stan 1s engaged to.. Al so involved 1n 

the subplot is the scheme or a cousin of Stants .to further 

black n Stan wit h the wealthy uncle and to ruin hi m gener 

ally by h irin . Zurich to make all r:1anner of trouble for him. 

The chief' motive for t his seems to be a sort or Iagoian hate 

or Stan 's youth, position in 11 e , end good looks . 

Kn inrpo.r tant ·p rt o.f the story dettls 1th a -tri of. 

Pete ' s 'to Stan's home town i n New York to intercs-t cap ital 

in their mine and to atteamt .. to discove r who 1~ di recting 

Zurich to m ke trouble for Stan. (Stan cannot m8k.e t his 

trio himself because he i s in jail a fter being fratied in a 

robbery.) Pete is remarkably successful, even to the no1nt 



of ironin out the dif iculty between St an and his uncle, 

ho sends his re;:,resentative back with r ate t o l ook i nt o 

the cine venture . 

The final secti on or the novel--arter Pete ' s return t o 

Arizona--moves at a fast pace . ne te clears Stan or the rob-
,,,·· 'I" •-' ~ 

·.• 

bery char e, a~d the_ ·t wo · ot' . t hem tor. _t her vi t p a t rusted 

friend of ?ete ' s and the representa t i ve from t he East start 
. . 

for the cop er hill .. Jackson Cal"r,- ~~other, fr.l ·e~ Qf Pet e ' s , 

is to eet t hem at a given poi nt in the desert wi t h s wagon

load of wate r an<l supplies . Zurich has had :-' ete carefully 

wat ched , and almost i mmedia t ely he and three of hi s confed

erate s begin pursuit of Pete and his r,a.rty • 

. e te and Sten nd t he other tvo in t he i r group hold 

their lead on Zurich , however, hut when t hey seem t o have 

victor y 1n their gra s~ , fate suddenly deals t hem a stunning 

bl OW' . They eome UPOn Jackson Carr , horseless , stumbling 

w1tb fati gue . During t he r evious ni gh t , t hey l earn , his 

wagon team strayed away from camp . Tha t morning Carr had 

sent his youn son Bobby t o bring t hem in, but hours passed , 

and Bobby did not return. Carr st ut on root to l ook for 

Bobby , knowing tha t some misadventure must have befallen 

him in t his: trackless , waterless desert . Bobby himself had 

carried now t ar . 

Without even a seeond's hesitation Pete Johns on casts 

aside all th oughts or a fortune in coppe~ And begins giving 

directi ons f or a hunt for Bobby Carr. 

nBut your mine·?" said Carr . He point ed t o a slow dust 
streak t hat oassed along the north . ur saw you comi ng--tvo 
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bunches . Ain ' t t hose fel lows af t er your ~~ne~ ' Case if 
t hey are they ' l sure fi nd it . You ' ve been riding stra i ph t 
for them lit t le hills o t t her9 all olone in t he bi g middle 
of the plain . " 

11 Da!!in t he 1 ne! 0 s . id , ate . " We •ve been ,.laying . 
J e tve g t !"Ian ' s ork t o do no'J . ~o · t here ' s no use s plit
ting u_ and sending one or two t o t h e rnine . That ?r1ne is B 

four- man job . So is t h is; and a b t ter one . .:6e ' re all 
needed l ere . To hell with th e r.:.1ne ! Come on zt' 

:t'he s t age is now set or . ne of t he .;ost arr.a zing cha r..1 

acte r reversals in 11 t e rature . Jhi le . ete and t~1e others 

are lot'lkine for Bo y , Zurich and l1is 1:. en push on t the 

conper hill and tile t heir l ocati n n tice . On t hei r r eturn 

t hey enc'?lmter Frank Boland (the Eastern ron r e senta ti ve) who 

has reen l eft behind so t ha t Carr 1t 1 h t us his horse in t . e 

search . 

" ••• There was a boy lost , er hurt--I don ' t know w,.1 ich11 [ Boland 
tells Zurich nd the otherfj. • . t 1 t ' s a ll r1 ht no· .. They 
lit t o fires . That a s to be t hr! signal 1f t here was noth-
1 s erio sly r n . I let t he y ' s f e t ter t &ke ,y hor se- 
man by the nat".!e of Carr . 0 

uAnd the others? That as '"e t Johnson , wa sn ' t it·? He 
went after t he boy?" 

"Yes . And young ter ell and Joe enavides . n 
Zurich lanced aside at his companions ~ Dorsey ' s back 

w s turned . Jim Scarboro ·ass ea ring helplessly nder his 
r eath . Tall Fr ie had t aken of .1. his hat enc f unbled wi t h 

it; t he low sun was ruddy i n hi s bri ht hair. !)erhans it 
We s that s ame s un wh i ch fla med so ~~iftly in Zurich ' s face . 

" We migh t a_s ell eo back " he said dully , and t urned 
his horse •s head toward • t e liitle huddle of h1lls i n t he 
s out hwes t . 7 

The mor ning follo;.r1 ng Bobby Car r • s rescue , ··la t e and t he 
. . ~ .. 

others ·-decide ·t o . yi~i:t t h a a ine., si ta; t o c onf i r m what t h y 

already know--t hat Zurich and his nen have al ready estab

lished t hei r location notice-. ·.T.hey find t he notice as t hey 

6P·. 311 
7p • 315-316. 

•. 

/ 



exnect to, but the :final nara r ran ~ of i t is not a s 

xµected : 

And t he same shall be kno 
WI T'lESSES 

Jim Scarboro 
;iill1am Dorsey 

. EriQ Anderson 
c • . '1ay r Zurich 

as th e Bobby Carr Mi ne . 8 
I-0CATORS 

? et er Wallace Johnson 
Stanl ey Mitchell 

There is a not e to d d i nt o t he location notiee . I t 

reads: 
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. eter We did not know about t he boy , or "'1e wo ·ld have 
helped , of course . Only for hi ., you had us b ea t . So this 
squares t ha t uo . 

Your location doe s not take in quite all he h i l l . So 
e located t he little nd niec e or ourselve s . ~:e t hi nk 

that is bout ri ht. 
Yours truly 

C. Mayer Zur1ch9 

Wh i le the endinf of t hi s novel may be criticized on 

t he gr ounds that it i s t tal l y i ncons istent with t he estab

lished character of t he men i nvolved , there is no denyi ng 

the effectiveness of it .. Furt her more , 1t pr ovides n 1.m

t> ortant comment ary on F.hodes ' s f .a ith 1n human nature {see 

Chapter V of th i s wor k for further di scussion of this point) 

and narticularly on bi s conce t of the effec t of Southwest-

ern traditi ons and mores on human nature . 

Copoer Streak t r ail h.as an additional imnortance i n 
• :, + • ' • 

t ha t 1t contains in the ne rson of ?(lte Johnson· t he fines t . . ;· ' . . .. 
characte r nort rayal t hat Rhodes had achieved a t the noint 

1n hi s 'Jriting career . With . the possJble exce t1on of tha t 

charming rogue MacGregor i n West '.rs 'Jest , all of Rhodes ' s 

Bp . 318. 
9? . 318. 
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nrevious characters had been subordinated to story compliea-

tions; but 0 e te emer ges as a fully realized cha racter, and 

reader interest centers at least a mueh in t he nature of 

the man himself as in ' ha t he des or in what happens to 

him. He com l.e.tely domin tes the story inso ar a cha:raeter . - . 

, . 
interest is concerned . 

Steosons of r ight, Rhodes ' s next novel , is a c.rl rne 

story 1nvol ving a murc er and t he a t te?L1) ts of t he murderers 

t o nin the deed on an i nnocent cowboy . The 'l lot ln its sen

timental treatment of the ~omen characters, in t he winking 

a t t he manda tes of t he law by a jail keeper in order t o fur

ther the ends of justice , and in t he c mplete abi li t y of the 

cowboy to co e wit h h i s 1:> redica men t illustrates Western 

attitudes an beliefs which f'lhode s understood well . The 

final section of t his novel is m&de u of a trial scene--a 

brilliant combination of sus ense and h1larity--wh1ch bit

ingly spoofs the formal nretensions of the courtroom and t he 

men who nerform there, the attorneys- t - la • Then vel is 

leisurely aced wit!-: a slow introducti on of all of the char

acters, a long dig re.ssion in h ich Rhodes discusses reelists 

and romanticist~ and casts bi s lot with t he latt er, and a 

rather CO?JS1derable detailing of r oundup activities and 

cowboy mann~rs . 

Once in t he Saddle}.O a short novel of some 30 , 000 

words , contains ~assages of humor , description, a a dialoeue 

lOB ston , 1927. Thi s nove l ran serially in .Ih.2. 
Saturday Evanin~ ~ost in 1925. 
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as ood as anything Fhodes ever wrote, but it also reveals 

better than any of h is ot her works t he extent t o which l1e 

someti mes fa iled in t ho astery of his nlots . The story 

opens with Pliny ,111ns , a for t-1 ose co boy- gambler , cur

rently 1~ t ho ~oneY,, settling don in the little f oothills 

to1Jn of Sala anca for t he pur pose ·of ent-ering comoeti tion 

w1th a local m1ne owne r . This tyc oon quarters hi s imported 

- fo'reign labor i n shoddy , cheerless houses at exorbitant rent 

and requires them t o t rsde at t he corn any store . -111ny , 1n 

some way not made entirely clear , plans to start an i nde

pendent commun ty t o offer to the miners 91 sant homes and 

r easonably Driced food . The mine owner t . ies a ser~es of 

tricks to discouragP. Pli ny from his pla.! but is unsuccessful . 

0 linky Ford , nenhew of an old friend of ·-11ny ' s , owns 

a r~.anch neer S!,lamanea, nc Pliny r1 ·1es out to vi ~it hitr, and 

also t o ,,;a r n him that Malloch, t he mine owner, has learned 

t hat s omething is wrong wi t h Ford• s bomest a claim and ap

parently has ·esi n s on the Ford ranch . 0" on investigation 

they discover tha t Ford 's uncle had had the place surveyed 

i ncorrectly and that as a resul t the youn - rancher has been 

living on and i muroving land to which he h9s no legal claim. 
•· - . 

?liny and young $.Fo;d·:· ecid,e . t~ " t: pe,rha1nJ ~:. . • land ' record cen 
J .• ~ ·! ~ ! • ...... -

be amended and that , if not , Ford can desert- claim his . res

ent lace and homestead the tract ·hic)f h;:~ been aetual.l'y 

r ecorded i n his name . The mist akR , t herefore, becomes a 

nuisance anc an inconven1e ce but nothing more . 
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Followinr. this en1sode the story shifts to Ford ' s point 

of view. 'l'r e yoU!l?, rancher joins one of Mal 1 ocb ' s ranch 

hands for patrol duty in the rugged hill country , the pur 

nose being to keep sheep from crossing into cattl grass

lands--a rogUls r oc<:unerice· afte17_ heavy·. r,ain .• · On this ex.-

edition Fora · is acci dentally killed i'n a· sr,111 from his ; . 

horse , end t he story t hen bec omes a study .of trea.chery and _, 
... i. t 

retr1 ution. Cal Pel ly, the an 1th Ford, decides to leave 

the dead man wher he has fallen (knowing that he may well 

never be ound) , t ke Ford ' s horse and clothes, end rob t he 

mine ayroll whi ch is coming in thet day , believing that the 

·erirr:e 111 be ol ced on Ford • 

. elly carries out his scheme and thinks he has success

fully made it ap ear that Ford has ridden to the reilroed 

,any :1les a ay end boarded a fre i ht train . ?elly t hen 

circles back t o Ford's cabi n , and bile he i s in the process 

of buryin his loot, he is surorised by . liny , llins, ho 

bas been h i ding in the cabin, expectin just such a move by 

?el ly . Tho story ends vith the 1mul1cat1on that ?elly will 

hang or the murder of Ford (e rather harsh rate even f or 

such a scoundrel) because heavy rains have wined out all . . 
,··.! 

signs which -~Jgbt have led ?elly back t o the body to orove 

that death as .aee1dental . 

· The st~ry is obviously badly put together . f?h::,des 

takes up one s tory line , gets the reader i nterested , and 

then droT's 1t . Pl i ny ' s nlan to go into competition wi t h 

l loch is unconvincing because i t is never made clear h~~ 
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he i ntends to do it; the long episode of the incorrectly 

surveyed homestead seems point less i n view of young Ford ' s 

deat h (this death , inci dentall y , befall ing a merry, sky

larki ng youth , as it does , is a stunni ng jolt to any unity 

of·. ef'.fect the- s tory . m1 ht spire t o) . :Anc the final r,or

tion dealing · ith the r obb ry and eaotur e 1s reall y unre

lat ed to the rest of the story . It 1s, in fact, i n la r ge 

·rneasu·re . 8 psyeholo ical study O Pelly I S remorse ! (It seemst 

i ncidentally , that F.hodes could have done bett er than t o 

name h1s three main characters Pliny, . inky, and i:,elly. ) 

The fact that Once 1n t he Saddle 1s even readable , s s 

indeed it is , and never dull i s s . lendid testiBony to what 

Rhodes could do w1 t h ords 1n descrip tion and dialogue., wi t h 

i ndividual e isodes, and 1 character portrayals . 

By strange contrast RhodAs 1n. the following year wrot e 

" ?asc or Aqui;t which , 2s previously mentioned , is consid

ered by many c r itics t o be his mast erpiece . The vords of 

the title have bec.ome almos t i nseoarably linked vi th Rhodes •s 

name , and the story as ade into a successful motion 

pic ture called Four Faces West 1n 1948. 

The nlot of' '?aso _Po.r Aqui," a novelette of some. 18 , QOO 
' 

words , is simple and . U?la~orned . Ross McEwen; a .. c;o:wboy· whri 

has eommi.tted a ed robbery, spends a des erate forty- eight 

hours eluding several posses · he finally manages t o outwit . 

his pursuers and when he has only a fe miles to go to reach 

the protection of the Mexican border, stumble s unexnectedl y, 

and i n a sta te of near col lapse , upon an i solated desert 



ranchhouse i n which he finds a Mexican family heloless and 

at the noint of d8ath from §1 1sarrotillo,. t he strangler-

d i p t beria . 

With the s im. le sta tement , 0 I am here t o hel you , n 

Mc .:, en abandons h i s tli ht and begins his mJn1.sterings t o 
(~ ~ . 
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the stricke n f ami l y . Const ant ly fo se\rara1 .. days he 'dis

charges faithfully hi s self- appointed dut ies , even though 

delirious most of the t ime beca se of his own over-oower1ng 

.f'a t1 ue . Finally ~elp arrives (P.-cEwen had been s1 naling 

with a brush fire a t night) 1n t he form of a doctor and 

nurses from Alamo ordo ,. toget her l 1th Sheriff Pat Gsrl'ett . 

Garrett i mmeoi a t ely r eco nizes McEwen as the bandi t he hvs 

been looking for but sees 1th equal n r omnt ness t he job the 

f ugitive has been doing . The sheriff , then, taking t he ad

ministering f justice i nt o his ~1n hands , helps McEwen t o 

the es cane tha t he voluntarily gave u t o save the lives of 

the Mexi can family . 

Berna r d De Vot o has concisely summed uo the i mport ance 

of n . aso ?or Aqul'' f or '>ne who would understand the "·eliefs 

and loyalti es t hat made Rhodes think and rite as he did : 

••• McEwen had passed t :1is ay , and bat he had done here as 
gopct, a~d not ev11 , . s don .· unhesltetingly .and courageously, 
with man,h~od . He h~o don~ hsi h3d ' to · e .rlone , not consid
eri ng himself •••• He had been ·trueto the need , the admi ra
tion, the i deal or the l ittle eoole , the eonle on wh ose 
s~de Gene Fhodes had enl; i s t e~ . They were the or i nary citi
zens bui ld} t he co . onw~al t h , l iving together . They were 
simr>le oeop1.e and f ·followed thot their virtues wer e sim
nle: courage , loyalty, fortitude , helpful ness , symoa thy, 
humor , enc!urance: the abil t y t o disrega r d themselves when 
facing the need of others , the ability t o ork with others , 
an unconquerable decency and dignity, an unt hinking but 
basic asser tion of the worth of human life . They might be , 
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as McEwen wss , s-oeckled with qualitie s not well thouf,ht of 
1n themselves ., but if the met.n l -whj ch they sho: ed in the 
t esting-fi r e· as the ri ·ht one--what ma t ter? ••• Those vir
t ues ere ha t enabled societ y to exist and enrl1 re in t h€ 
cattle kingdo - . Tha t is the 1moortant thing for l itera ry 
er1t1c1-sm, pot tha t Fhodes as raekinj! :m ar 1rmat1on of 
ctemocracy . 11 

. Jt.llodes 1 s ne~~ ··twq novels , TLe :rrusty Knavesl2 and 

The i" roud ·sher1tt;i3 ~gain draw on crime for t heir basic 

situati ons . The former is he c: vily sniced wi t h racy hum r 

so characteristic of Rhodes and 1 s a good example of the 

c amari:,derie of Southwfltsterners t hat Rhodes believed in: a . 
smal l group made up of a rancher, a miner , an Eastern green

h orn , and on outlaw orm a sel f-ao~ointed committ ee to break 

un a syndicate of t hi eves . Thi s story has rema i ned one o 

Rhodes ' s most nopular and has been reprinted in Best Novels 

and St ories and also in a r ecent Dell i:- ublishing ComT}any 

pocket book edition . ThiJ P. oud Sheriff 1s Fhodes •s only 

atte ,pt a t what might be called a detective story. The 

narrative l ine concerns t he running to earth of an unknown 

mur. erer who ha s killed a small- t own me rchant tor unknown 

reasons, and as a mystery 1 t is i nteres t - holding but not 

e sryecially challengi ng . Rhodes has inter r a ted into t h is 

story a m1n1cum or desc·r1 t1on apg range detail, but, it is 

saved from being a r a the r fla t no-vei by .a,i amusing;, . . c ol 

orful main char acter, ·sheriff Spi nal ?·,agi nnis . In Mag i nnis , 

llintroduction t o The Hirerl Man on Horseback , ~p . xx.xvi1-
xx.xv111 . 

12Boston , 1933 . ?ublished serially 1n The Saturday 
Evenin~ Post i n 1931 . 

I Boston , 1 35. ~ubl1shed serial~y in The Saturday 
Evening ):)o·st in 1932 . 
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Rhodes c r eates the i deal l awman from t he Westerner 's stand

point; and through t hi s charact er Rhodes once more empha

sizes t he cattleman's concept of l aw 1n hi s society .. 

Beyond the Desert ,14 Rhodes.' s f i nal novel , was written 

. i n 1,934 under stress of great f i nancial need when he was a 

s ick man~· a dying man , in f act ; yet there is i n its pages 

no i nkli ng of the adversitie s under whi ch i t was p r oduced . 

The plot structure is closely knit , the desc·ripti ve virtu

osity missing i n The Proud Sher iff i s bac:k aga in, and the 

story seems i n many ways to be a final summing up and re

statement of Rhodes ' s faith in the decency of the little 

peopl e and i n the i r abil i ty to overcome the forces of evil 

through coooera tion. 

Beyond the Desert has no one " mai n'"' cha r acter , but the 

c entral nroblem of the story belong s t o Bud Copeland , who 

becomes i nvolved in a desperat e fi ght t o save his ranch from 

greedy men . Unkno n t o Co-peland t he wa t er on hi s mountain 

r anch i n the hi dden valley of Ol vidada i s t he only wa t er in 

the region fit for servicing locomotives , a l l ot her wa t er 

availabl e bei ng so alki line t ha t it will hopel essly foul 

the boilers of the e~gines . As a ma t ter of f act, t he pro

p os ed :railroad which is to ,qu t :througI-1 t hfs ,mount a i n and ·-· -

desert regi on of New Mexic o has not become an act ual ity be

cause no one knows about the quali ty of the water on Cope

land ' s ranch--no one , tha t is, exceu t Anson Hunt er , a 

14Bost on , 1934. 
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geolo?, ist e:r:rrol oyeri by the railroa c om~any t o look for soft 

wa t er i n the area . 

Hunter g oes to Jake Fowle r, rich merchant- banlcer - ranche 

or t he country , who has a mor tga eon d Cop eland ' s ranch . 

Togeth.e r ~1th Bat c .reroony,, dein:i t :r sherif .. . and Fo".rll er ' s r ight-

hand m n, they ke a deal . Tll'a bottot\ has temuor arily 

fallen out o the cat t l e marke t, and it :l.s almost a c e r 

tainty that Co. el nd will · rJe unable to meet his mortga -e 

obligation on time . The deal is t his: Hunter · 111 betray 

t he r a ilroad co any by n ot tel ling t hem about the pood 

water on Coueland ' s place • Ba t Cremony b y rustling and other 

depredations will make it an abs ol u t e c e rtaint y that Cope

land cannot . ay b i s mortgage ; ... nd Fm ler W'111 foreclose on 

Co eland t he day t he mortgage 1 s due . The three will then 

lease t he Copeland water t o the railroad for a tremendous 

f ee and snlit the p r oc eer'i s . 

All goes a s planned f or a while . But Coneland comes to 

t own to see about getting an extension on hi s mort gage which 

will be due in a r~ mont hs . FCMler refuses the extension, 

but in his eagerness to acqi;1re possession of the Sp rawl

ing H (Co-n, eland ' s ranch) , h e mQkes Copeland a libe r al offer 
- . . 

for outright sale . Cooeland , w1 t h long .fi mi ly at.tachment . 

to his mounta in sprr,, ad , refuse s to sell . While Cooeland is 

i n tO'lin, Bat Cremony , t ogether with a few hand- icked men, 
raids the Sprawling H, drivinf off' a large number of' ca ttle, 

scot t e ring the rest, and burning the ranchhouse . 
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This resorting to vi ol o.nce p r ovos in the end to be t he 

undoing of the Fowler- Cremony-Hunter alliance ~ Bud Cope

land ' s friends rally about hi m in an instant . There is 

Easy Shane McFarland , ,,bo even before the raid ha s offered 

to sell his desert ranch and go na rtners 1th Copeland. i n 

order to meet the Fowler mortgage . Th4) re a.re John Y.a rble, · 

Copeland • s mountain neighbor- ranche r , and l·!arble ' .s old 

fri end , Dan Corby, 1:1ho i s jus.t passing t hrough on a cattle

buying expedition but who stays to ta ke a hand in Cooe 

l and 's trouble on gene.rel principles . And there are 

0 Gradual" George Walker , sn ex- employee of Be t Cremony who 

quit when he saw the latter try t o mistreat a horse , and 

0 Litho1n Tham" Cla rk, who backed down Cr emony i n t he horse

abuse episode and therefore is considered to b~ a man ho 

0 w111 do t o take along" i n s p1 t e of the f act that he ba s a 

shady past of tin-horn gambling and oossibly other unsavory 

activities . 

With t h i s redoubtable crew (how Rhodes loved to assemble 

such a grou;, 1n h i s stories !) nothing is impossible . A 

little r easoning based on Fowler ' s eagerness to get nosses 

sion of Copeland ' s r anch puts them on guard against t he 

"Fo,,,.ler:.cremony c r:l bi~~ ' an~ .. a~te; t hf~ they ' begin to me-
• '· -~v .•. ~ 

t hodically destroy the ir OJ)position . After r ounding up as 

many of Cop~l;and ' s -scatte.ret;1} cattle as t hey can fi nd , t hey 

split un . CoT)eland and John Marble go t o t own t o t ry to 

get a lead on who t he raiders ere, and t he rest go l ooking 

for Cooeland ' s rustled cattle . 
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In town Coneland and ~~rble find t he weak 11Ylk i n the 

enemy 's c:~a 1n when Anson Hunter offe rs Copeland his symnathy 

for the burning of ' his house . Coneland and !•farble had been 

very careful not to mention t o anyone in to-wn thot the house 

-had been burned .-in the ho ,e that . ~omeone •ould ake such a - . ' -· ,:· - . . ' 

break as this . v the villa-i ns • structure has· be~un to 

crack~ and es H~nte~ "comes unravelled" when the pressure 

is put : on him , -it i~ soori lying· in r uins about t hem. Cre

rnony 1s wounded 1~ a gun bat tie a s he tries to escape , and 

the three or them--Fo ler, Cremony, and Hunter--are held 

for t rial . Dan Corby advances Bud the money t o meet his 

mortgage, ut money is really no problem anyway since t he 

t ruth about the water on the Co~eland ranch is now known. 

Bud Copeland ' s rustled cattle are recovered in a warmly 

symoathetic episode i nvolving Lithpin Tham' s knowledge or 

outlaw hiding places and hi s reluct-ance to reveal t his evi

dence of past shatly existence, no~ that he ha s been accepted 

as a part of such a forthri ght company of men. In h is 

revelation , however, he only grows i n their estimation . 

The er1 ti cal exan:ine r of Fhodes ' :; novels and stories 

must have so e i nsigh t i nto the development of t ?e we~t and 

t he nature of its social structure if he is to reconcile - \ ~ . 

them with De Voto ' s statement , or eviously quoted , that 

RhN1es •s fiction accurately reflects the traditions and 

attitudes thich exoerience i :rrnressed upon the Pioneers of 

the Southwest . No detailed discussion of Western history 



can be made here , of course , but a fe-w poi nts i s they 

specifically relate to f1lodes ' s work must be mentioned . 15' 
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To bee1n with , it should be remembered that the devel-

o ment of the ~merican West ( hich De Voto defines as all 

land west of the one hundredth merid i anl6 ) did n~t follow 

the consis tent pattern o earlier conquests of '."the ; front :1.er 

in which the pioneers fi rst settled t he land and were then. 

followed by such agents of civilization as bankers , real 

estate s}eculators, and various ot her kinds of money lenrlers . 

Because of t he great scarcity of wat er 1n the ~est (no navi

gable streams and scant rainfall) , money had t o supryly those 

means of develonment which neture •s bounty had given other 

regions . Railroads had to be buil t to take the place or 
rivers: wells had to be du and windmills erected to suople

ment r ain; count less miles of barbed wire had to be strung 

because t his w~s not a land or small , lush pastures , easily 

fenced . 

When the 'settlars arrived in . the West , th -& bankers or 

their representat1ves 1ere there to lend· t hem money for 

f arming or ranching equi0ment; the railroad land agents were 

there to sell them lend that the United Sta t e s g vernment 

bad iV~n t tile ra11.road~·-. ,These !tlOfl:0~1.ender~ . (Someti mes 
' , ,: 

they were well - to- do merchants) and railroad agents were 

15rn the followint discussion of t he develo ment and 
social structure of t he West , I am greP. tly i ndebted to 
Bernard De Vot o ' s snlendid essay "The ? lunder ed :"> rovince" 
which is included in his book Forays and Rebuttals (Boston , 
1936)16 

Ibid • , p • 1+8 • 
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also th~re t n levy all that the tr~ffic would bear i n inter-

est retes . Ten ner cen t e s t he best t o ho-pe f or; t '-lel ve 

per cent was common; eigh teen per cent as not r a re, and 

s ometi ···es t wo per c en t ~ month was asked and got . Under 

such condi tions settlers 'Jere , of course ., constantly in 

debt, and to.r eclpsures of mo:rtfiages er.~ . tr!:1 · !c.a ~l:y common. 
~ 

It is p robably no exag r erat1on to s ay t hat t he real villain 

of the West so. far,,.· as ntO.st settlers were c on cerned wa s not 
. .. . - ' -

the I ndian or t he rustler or the drought but t he man behind 

the i nter est rate ! That Rhodes as ve ry much aware of what 

high interest r a t es had done t o the vest is shown in t he 

following observation by Easy McFarland in Bexond t he Desert: 

" •••• Tell you wha t - -all t he ars , cyclones , floods , fires , 
earthquakes and shi nvrecks haven't caused as much misery, 
all t ol d , a s 6 ner cent. I say t his on best authori ty--
I guessed 1t out mysel f . That i s 6 per cent , but 10 ner 
cent is blue 1 in. "17 

It is no accident, therefore, that in man, instances 

t he main vi l l ains in Rhodes •s stori e s. are bankers, f inan

ciers , or wealt hy merchants who lend m0ney i n the ho~e of 

foreclosing mortgages . That he na1nts such men in an unre

lieved sha de of black may be an artistic f law in cha r acte r 

portrayal; but 1n expressing hi s own consuming resentment 

of these men, he was doubtless er,,ress1ng t he e.ommon. feel

ing of t he West in t he time of which he wrote . 

Jesser vil l ains i n Rhodes ' s st or ies are ljkely to be 

office~s of t he law ·.,rho a re in lea . ue with t he money - lenders . 

170 . 19. 



This tendency of I.;hodes to nortray the general class of 

lewrnen unsympathetically (there are individual exceptions , 

0.1. course, such as Snine 1 Vag innis in 'fhe Proud Sheriff) 
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and the distrust of arrl defiance of the law in general that 

PJlodes 's characters exhibit can , like his selection of 

banker vil lains , be explained by a qu1ek glancP at another 

as-pact of Western develcpment. Because oft' e comnletely 

unrealistic orov1sions of the Homesteul Act , the \:·lestern 

ca t tlemen was faced with two alternat1ves--break t he la or 

go ankrunt . He wanted to exi st ; so he of course broke the 

law. From the standpoint of grazing a herd of cat tl e or 

shee on the submarginal !Jes tern land, 160 acres was a joke , 

and so was 640 acres, the figure which Coneress eventually 

authorized ford sert clai'::!s . Under another law Western 

homesteeders were required to grow t rees or. their land , 

something , as Mr . De Voto points out, that Goa had not at

t emnt ea . 18 But the ca t tleman 'wlas breaking the lsw i f' he 

did not grow trees . The notAd historian Walter Prescott 

Webb says: 

.... t he pioneers made the adaptati on , 'efied and evaded t he 
law, and set un in the Great ?lains an ext ra- legal system 
of landholding which caus d many of tham to be looked upon 
as cM. inals and perjurers •.•••. ractiee, or cust om , fil"st 
wotjred 012.t -:i ·new land sys.tam ln .the ~· .:reat"Plid,ris, · an4 law 
caut_iously rollqve l a f.ter.:-19 , 

Very often the action in Fhodes •s nlots concerns the 

breaking of the- law by decent men . F.hodes ' s attitude on 

18Forays and Rebutt,ls, p . 61 . 
19Tho Great 1ainsBoston, 1931) , 'P • 387. 
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such action 1s exnress ed cl ea rly i n t he fol lo· ing comment by 

one of his story char ac t e rs : " ••• a m~n that keep s a f ool i sh 

l aw i s cnl y a fool- - but a men who do 0sn •t b re ak a ick ad law 

is knave and coward, or both , and tool besi des . 0 20 

When a la men 1n one of r-...11 odes ., s stories is n resented ... , . 
' . 

s ymnathet1cally, he 1 s oft n VRry m~ch a· a e tha t he cannot 

serve justice and carry out t he l et te r· of the law a t the 

s ame t ime . Thus e hear 0a de~uty shorif say: " ' Tis an 

old stratagem to call onnressi on l a , and resistance t o 

otrp r-ession , l awlessness . "21 ,~ nd we hear this exch nge be

t ween Sheriff Spinal .fag i nni s anc a friend who i s question

ing his t actics: 

Frien : 

Maginnis: 

"But t o kee. back vital ev idence? Yo are SU? osed 
to be a servant of the la·, , ain • t you? 11 

"upposed i s rir,ht . Me , sort of aim t o deal 
out justice-- hieh isn tt exactly t he same t hing . n22 

The burning 1nd iv1dual1ty which mar ks almost all of 

Rhodes ' s c o boy and rancher characters age i n finds a nlau

sible e la.na tion i n the conditions of range country life . 

These men '\!Jere , ·after all , p ioneers of a new t yne o }.meri 

can frontier, and t hey extracted al vi.ng from a land tha t 

wa s stern indeed . These f acts alone w re enough to as sure 

e s t rong degree of self- reliance . In add i t i on, however , the 

scarci t y of noi hbors t hat as a eert a1.nt y because ranches 

s imol y c ould not bo loca t ed close t ogether and the f act t hat 

2(\Jest Is West , n . 161 . 
21Best Novels and Stories., ,., . 308 . 
22The ? roud Sheriff , n . 7o .' 
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t ho nature of a cowboy ' s duties woulrl often mean thet he 

must snend days , weeks, or even mo·1 ths by himself could not 

help addi ng tremendously to hi s sense of self- sufficiency. 

Final.ly, there w £ S the f i,et that every m n i n the ca t tle 

business was ·c ompletely . resp nsible for ~is own dec i sions 

and actions . The r nche who held his eattle in the hope 

t hat the p rice of beef woulg. rise next season, t,he tr •11 

boss who had to decide whether or not ·to 't ake a her d across 

a swollen river , the cowboy 'ii/h o had t o decide ownershi"!') of 

a calf , had only himself to blame if his judgment should 

prove wrong . Under such conditions i ndivid1.ality could 

har dly do other than flourish . 

Existing side by side witL this i ndividual i ty , however, 

t here was a strone snirit f camaraderie and c ooperation, 

and ;hades hes robably ca t ured it more e f fectively t han 

any other writer about the ': 'es t . Thi s sni r1t was no myt h 

born of sei t i mental memories and taken over by fiction wr1-

t ers , but a very real thing . Cooper at ion ·as nocessory ror 

surviva l . I.Ji t hout community round- ups , participat ed in 

somet !nes b y as many as a dozen ranches , ranchers would 

· have gooo bankrunt t hrou h loss of stock. With the g eat 
•· -' i>-'il ~ ' ·11 • 

'" .. : . ' . ~ :: 

'·s:ea.rci ty- ot wa t er in mr>st places , the mos t cooperative forms 

of sharing were essential . lnd with a pronerty as nobile 

as cattle, const&nt rgan1zat1 on was necessary to nrevent 

wholesale t heft. 

Whil ~ such forced cooJerDtion no doubt l ed to so~P. con-

flicts ~ it also brought about a sµir it of felladsh i p . Put 



t he spirit of camaraderie is rnore easily cx-:-; lained on an

other basis . Rhodes h i msel.f has set it forth i n the novel 

that he call ed his ! avor1te.23 

It is a singular thing that ~1th the Bar Cross were 
found t he top ropers , c rack riders , SU shots-- not only 
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t h~ slickest . c owmen , bnt also the ~ isest cow poni es . our 
rorem~n -.,rEf:re "cmrrnen right, .. our r nglers held t he hoses , 
our cooks ould fry anyt hi ng once. nut you know hcr4 it is-
your o-w"n organi zation--ti rm , t a r m or tactory--is doubtless 
t he best of i ts kind . ~o? You su rise me . You hnve 
mi ssed much--faith in ot hersi hooe for othsrs , comra deship . 

It is laughable to reca 1 t hat men of ot her brands 
disputed the headshi p of t he Bar Cross . Nor s t his jest 
or bravado ; the oor f'el lo· s were sincere en h . Indeed , 
we t hought t h i s pa t het i c loyalty r a tho admirable than 
otherwise •••• 

The Ba r Cross n smi led , knowing what they knew. That 
sure knowledge was the founda tion of the gay and holdfast 
gpiri t they b rought t o confr ont 1mnortuna t e life . qo an 
wanted to be the weak link of t h ~t s trong ch in; each 
hr.ought to his meanes t task the earnestness that i s re-
arked unon when Mr . Ty Cobb slides 1nto s econd base; t hey 

bent every energy on the t hing they did at t he joyful time 
of doing it •••• 

In t ha t high eagerness of absorption , a man ttworking 
tor t he brand" d1d not , could not , center all thoughts on 
self; he trust ed his fellows , counted upon t hem, joyed i n 
t heir deed s . And t o for et self i n the thougpt of others 
1s for so long to reach life at 1 ts h1 hest •. 24+-

Even more than nhodes ' s heroes and villains, the women 

i n his stor i es are ~robably 1n need of being related t o the 

pat tern or West ern social i deals . Without exc e-o tion his 

heroi nes :,re virtuous ., i nnocent, radiantly pure , and lovely , 

and their suitors st~nd in hushed ~nd rever ent · sve before 

t hem. Even Bernard De Voto , while erolsining this nhenorri;e

non of Rhodes ' s s t ori e s , could not help vond.ering "why an 

artist wh o could dii"ferentiate t he colors of g r asses under 

23 p.,,a y Rhodes, The Hired ~an on Horseback , p . 161 . 
24-s tens ons or Light, pp . 17- 19 . 
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a five- mile-distant ind never bothered t o observe what a 

woman looks like . n2 5 The foll owing quotation epitomizes 

P.hodes ' s a t titude t oward women in hi s stories, th ugh 1 t is 

only fair to add that the passage comes from his first pub

lished story when he was making his 1in1't1al. a ttempts at 

self- expression. 

What shall I say of her here , the brown-eyed ~aid for 
whom this de ed as done? Naught of her bea t y; t hough there 
were t hose for whom earth held no fairer sight . But that, 
in the light of her pure eyes all evil t hings slunk away 
ashamed · tha t the beaut iful soul behind the fai r face en
c onroassed her about wit h womaoly sweetness , with kindly 
charity and cheerful hope ••• 26 

·~..;hile it is almost a certainty that Rhodes was influ

enced by the heavy strain of romantic sentimentality in 

po~ular fiction d ring the formative years of hi s career , 

t he fact r ew..ains that his romantic present ation of omen 

was true to Western ideals of chivalry. That these i deals 

constituted a soc_al myth is doubtless true, but that the 

myt h was very much i n existence cannot be denied . De Vot o 

has this to say about i t: 

These inconceivably femi nine r.irls supersat ura t ed with 
sweetness and off'ensively chaste accurately represent a sen
t iment of the cat tle country which was art of and essential . 
t o i ts adaptation. That had no relation whatever t o , no 
be"1 ring on:, the girls .a , cowbQy visited i n town on Saturday 
night.. They exp-res~ea a nec·essary social ideal of the ca t
tle country , and you -may see bow such energies work out i n 
any treatise on sociology. 27 

25rntroduct1on to May Hhodes ' s The Hi red Man on Horse
back, J}. xviii . 
- 2011 The Hour and the Man, " Out West , XVI (January, 1902) , 
1+1+ . 2 

7rntroduction to May Bhodes •s The Hired Man on Horse-
.h!£l&, p . xxx1ii . 



Two factors combined to produce this i deal . One was the 

great scarcity of woir.en on the ·.:estern fronti er as compared 

to the male populati on, and the other was the fact that a 

co boy ' s 1ork often senarated hie from any .feminine com any 

f..or 1Rontlls at a tim~ .. These facts y not m ke Rhodes •s 

heroineD any 1ore !)alatable t o the present ay r eader, but 

t hey should at least make t hel'l mo e understandable . 

Ph odes was a n rrat1 ve technie an or strong but neven 

i lity. The choice of mat erial or his . l ots was always a 

s tory tell r's cboice-..;.melodra.matic, romantic , anrl adven

turous--and his plots the!!selves were intricately planned 

and full of c-omnlication inte rest, but t here was still some-

tires e place 1n t hem for stron.g character nortrai ts . And 

always, vi t h conr,')le e eonsi stency, Rhodes ' s .:ilots were built 

upon and reflect factors inherent 1n the social struct~re of 

the cat tle kingdom: t he necessity tor assuming resnons1bil-

1ty for one ' s own actions, the equ.al 11ecessity for coo era

tion and loyalty, t he concern with justice r nt her than the 

strict enforcement of statutory laws , the p r e judice age:: i nst 

money lenders , and the vener s tion- of-woman myth . 

The cor.mlete record of the beliefs , the fears , the 
~-•- . . . .. ~· ,;· 

.• 

loves , and the hat es t the en who r,1one red in cattle 

raising can be found in the plot comnl1cations of Rhodes • s 

storie s . 



CHAr;TEP IT! 

R'1:0D?S AS A LITY'Et RY STYl ST 

t.:mop..g t P, . !. ·"' l~ter:a:-ry 1~0 · 1e;, . ho .~eve -m de criti-eal ,, r,ro- .. 
i • . . ··, ·. .. . ·~"' • ~ ~ ,,. ~. ; ,,, • ... . • ' 

nouncements on RhOJf cs , t here · is :one ~6int -of comr.1on 'gree- · 

nent: Re as a literary stylist of ~igh degree ~na rrea t 
,. 

success . As o matter of fact, the highest :raise that has 

been accorded R..riod.es has concerned the ay he said hat he 

had to say. 

Bernard De Voto has perhans had the most t o say- a out 

Rhodes • s s t yle , and l1e has said 1 t eloquently. To him 

:Rhodes • s ri tin 1s n· table or its restraint end sirnrl ici ty, 

but his sinnlici ty 1 s 1 no mort:1 naive than Huxley • s .,nd no 

less ertless than S i ft 's . »l And his dialor ue 1s the best 

sooken by Western characters sinc e ~ark Twain . 2 Tn nra1se 

of o ~es ' s ab111t:, to describe t he 4estern scene, hoi4ever , 

De Voto is mosts eclfic: 

• • •• it is ••• his rend i tion of the West ern country t ho I f".)r 
one most s i ncerely ancl enviousl y admire . '.· erha s one must 
have gr~,n un in the mountDins and tried to ~ut thei r feel 
and appearance into ~ords , in order to aDpreciate ful l y the 
sureness or _Bhodes ' s ~en •••• ! t hink of one small scene, '.)ne 
of many; no · ore th~n two or three naragranhs: the momen t 

, when the iLrk chanp:es at a cacn h1f"h on the slooe of a 
mountain, ··the stars still bri ,,h t , the cook alr,?ady at his 

l rntrn uct1on t o Hay Fhodes ' s ThH Hired !·~n on 7rorsebac k 
(Bost~n, 1938) , n . xlii . 

Ibid . 



fire , t he nip.ht-wrangler coming i n with t he mount . Rhodes ' s 
hero wakes to that t remendous unreali ty, and i n five i nches 
of type the t hing is done so that your very bones and lungs 
ache with remembered r ock and c old , your eyes wi th remembered 
darkness where the r oof-pitch of the wor ld falls away below 
you , and r emembe r ed wood smoke is shar~ i n your nostrils and 
drifts between you and the dirnminp, stars--when some now dead 
squatted before t he fire drinking coffee f r om tin cups and 
bring ing in t he day . Yes , t he man wrote prose .3 

' . 

This is high pr ai se fr om a man whose critical opi n i on 

i s r espected in literary circles , and it is by no means an 

isolat ed opinion . J . H. Jackson , discussing Rhodes' s style , 

has t hi s t o say: 

Rhodes had a.n ear .for l angua ge; he had a nassion for t he 
righ t wor d; he had the selective eye ana the kind of memory 
t hat photographs a scene and keeps it in some psychic card 
i ndex ready to u se hen needed . Given t hese t alents it is 
not surp r ising that ~ •• he ma~e t he days of t he cattle kingdom 
c ome alive in terms of a r t.~ 

J . Frank Dobi e , like De Voto , c omment s very favorably on the 

dialogue of F-llode s ' s characters: "The culmination of t he 

art of writing as Eugene Ma nlove Rhode s practiced it, so it 

seems to me , is i n this talk .II? And Charles F . Lur,mis i n 

writing t o Rhode s abou t t he latter ' s novel Wes t Is ·.1es t ex

pressed hi mself very n ointedly about the quali t y of the 

sneech e s of t he charac t ers in tha t work: "You have done a 

very extraordinary t hing . Very uneven, i n plac es ha zy . 

f1ot entirely pulJ.ed t ogether i n a final Drawst:ring . A novel 
~ •. • \ > • 

made u of _eniso~s . But ' you ha v.e , made th e Best t alking 

book that ever came out of t he mouth of the ~ est • 11 6 

3rbid ., p . xl iii. 
411 Rhodes of the Real West , " The Sat urday Revi ew of 

Literature, XVIII ( Oct . 15, 1938), 18. 
5Best Novels and St ori es (Boston , 1949 ), p . xiii. 
6May Fhodes , The Hired Man on Horseback , p . 151. 



That Fhoces h jms elf WbS ex t reMeJy aware:, or s t yle i s 

at t estPd t n 'by the fol lo·dr-g comoent ·,,h j c h he !!'!adP · hile 

exnress i n f.: his theori e s 0n w:f'i t:i.n , to "' rofes sn r .\'al ter 

? rescott ~ebb 0f TAxas Universi ty . 

Th~ only advice to teg i nne r s ~hich seems to bear the 
a c id test is t h i s . Reed your s t ory aloud t hree times . 
Once tn y ourself . You. w1.ll f i nd errors of omi ssion :rnd 
c mrris si nn that 'D Y whi d - mi p;h t ot'.-lerwise es ca.,..,e you , nar
ticu la rly t he s t i f t' , t he s t il tea , c1r ·r~ t h e h i falutin . Next , 
reFd aloud , always aloud , to a s ymDa thetic eud it or , wh o 
will n3ke heln f ul sugges t inr s . Tast , r ead aloud or have 
i t reed elo d to you by someone ~ho ls e ithor host ile nr 
ind1fferent t o y our noi nt of vi ew . That will b:r• i nr; out 
t he f aults , if any . Better st ill , it ill sh m.,r if you 
ha v e not ma c! e your n re1ti ses .:-i nd s t a tements c lear . 7 

The c h i ef factors of succ ess i n Rhodes ' s styl c h&ve 

been menti onGd in the fo regoi ng co~ment s : (1 ) his hig h 

desc r in tive ability al"'!.d ( ? ) his mastery of d i al opue . Th e 

1-:ey t o Rhodes ' s descri".:ltive ability wa s hi s '1owe r 0f obser -

va t ion . No de t a i l of 1 ana sca:)e 'ita s too un i m~1 o~h t ant , no 

sound or action too insignifica nt , no quali t y of na t ure too 

t rivial, no human cha ra c t eristi c too mean to be n~ticed and 

ment ally r ecorderl by t h is man 1,..ho lovea t he Sou t hwest deenly . 

T1,1en t y yea rs of seriarat i on fr om 5 t se1·vea only to sharnen 

thA edpe of his recall when he wrote about t he dRsert and 

mountain country of his youth and of the neonle snd creatures 

who i nhabit ed i t . 

P:y the c areful selec tir.m of de t ? i l s , he c ould in a . 

")arag ra nh nr t wo car:> ture t he i rnmensj t y , tr~e sheer bir, ne ss , 

of t he country he wrot e ab ut : 

7111.Q.~, nn . 160- 161 . 



The world was na.lpably a t riangle , baseless t :::> south
ward • walled out by iron, radiant ramparts--a block r ange, 
gateless, on t he east; a gr ay r ange on the west, broken , 
s pi ked , and bristling . At the northern limit of vision 
t he two ranges closed toget her t o what se~med relatively 
t he sharo anex of the tri angle , the mere intersection of 
two lines . This oint , t his seemingly dimensionl ess dot , 
wa~ 1n reality twoseore ·e ::; ry miles of sandhills , sha . e
l ess , vague , a~ lmn waterless, colorless, and f!)rlorn . 
Sout hward the .c~ntrai ·desert was uni nhabitable; opinions 
'differed ·abo t the edges. · 

Still in Arizona; the eye ~,earied : mile s and leagues 
slid to ether to indisting1·ishable i nch s . Then came a low 
llne of sc~t tered hills that roughly marked the Mexican 
border . 

The mirage -olayea whimsical nranks with these out ost 
hills . They became , in t urn, cones, pyrami ds , boxes, ben
ches, chimney stacks , hourgla ss es . Sometimes. t hey soared 
h1r h in air, like the kites of ab by god; and , benea t h , 
the unbroken desert stretched afar, wavering, misty, and 
dim. 

Again, on clear, still days, these hills sh owed crys
ta!line , thin, icy, cameo-sharp ; beyond , between, faint 
golden snlotches or broad Sonorcn lain faded away to not h 
i ngness · and, far beyond t ha t nothingness, hazy Sonoran 
oeaks of dimmest blue rose from i lli mitable immensities, 
l ike topmasts of a ver y large ship on a very small globe ; 
and the eart h 'as ·really r ound, a s a l leged . ~ 

Or he could on an infinitesimally smaller canvas pa i nt an 

unforgettable word p:i cture of an old cattleman ' s face: 

His hair , thinning a t t he temnles , vigorous at the 
ears , was crisply white . A short and lately trimmed mus 
t ache held a smile in ambush; above it t owered such a nose 
as Wellingt on loved. 

It was broad a t the base; deep creases ran .from t he 
corners of it , flanking the white mustache, to 8 mouth 
strong, full- lipped and undeni ably large , r eady alike for 
lauF;hter or for sternness. ·~ _ . . 

The nose--to follow · the crea·ses back . agaip.--was fleshy 
and beaked a t the tip ; ·i t narr.owed at ; ·1e ,-- level .;bridge ~nd 
broadene again wher e 1 t joined t he f or.ahead , setting the 
eyes wel l apart . The eyes themselves were blue, just a 
little f'aded--for the man was sixty- two-.~and there w·::·re 
wind- puckers at the corners of t hem. But they wer·e keen 
eyes , s t e ady , s arlr..ling and merry eyes , for all that; they 
,ere dee -set an d long , a nd t hey slop ed a t r ifle, h i gh on 

8conper Streak Trail (Boston, 1922) , pn . 48-49. 

·, 
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the inside corners; pent in by pepper and salt brows, bushy, 
tufted and thicki roguishly aslant from t he outer corners up 
to where they al but met above the Wellingtonian nose . 9 

The success of much of Rhodes ' s description can be at -

tributed to his unfailing sense of the importance of the us,e 

of sensuous detail . Dawn breaki ne over a camp , for exam-;:> le , 

is not merely seen; it is seen,. ,hear~ , ,·,and .smelled: 

The morning was shaping u weii . Glints of red snapped 
and sparkled in the east; a few late stars loitered along 
the broad , clean skies . A jerky clatter of iron on rock 
echoed from the cliffs . That was t he f'our hobbled horses, 
browsing cheerfully, rejoicing in the freshness of' the dawn . 
From a limestone bluff, ten feet behind the bed , came a 
silver tinkle of falling water from a sprine , dripping into 
its tiny pool • 

• • • • Pungent , aromatic , t he odor or wood smoke alloyed 
t he ta1ntles s air of da\rln . The wholesome smell of clean, 
br n earth , the spi cy tang of crushed herb and shrub, of 
cedar end juniper , mingled with a delectable and savory 
f ragrane~ of steaming coffee and sizzling , splut tering 
venison.10 

Or whe·n a drought that has for onths grip ed the desert 

country is broken, the seemi ngly dead lanti comes to life 

with sound end movement: 

••• morning broke clear and golden, the war m sun kindling 
through a disordered rout of clouds that streamed in broken 
squadrons across t he east . The sky was washed and clean, 
the hills sparkled and shone; the valley air was thronged 
and swirling with music and mingl ed echoes , the sound or 
f allin aters. f rom the hills , hi gh darting lyrics of re-

. jo1cing b:lfd soqg; and through all , above all, beyond all, 
· ubiquitous , swelling , sinking , unceasing , in rolling r hyth

mic hymn , the f'roes t hanked God .11 

Jihodes •s deta111ng : r:,_r .the . Southwestern scene did not 
~ . . . '::. . '. \ 

ston at the mere reporting o~ externals . Everything he 

wrote about this country was fil t~:-ed t hrough a vieWPoint 

9Ibid ., • 7. 
10.!J2!g,., pp . 49- 50. 
llOnce in the Saddle (Boston, 1927} , pp . 93 - 94 . 



or sympathetic understanding of its effect on the people 

who inhabit it . And , as always , it is the bigness of the 

land , the far reach of the sky, the hot brilliance of the 

sun t hat the people respond to: 

It_ w:asa· 8, quee,f ,CQ')D.try..., - There wex-e days when ~he cir
. cling mount.&1fl.S wer,e. ltea-r ·anµ, clear·, sh~rp . and shining, 
: where a · ·taousand f ,acets threw back the s-ttn , · every dimple 

and wrinkle showing plain , each gorge and cleft black and 
beckoning; when ev~r y wandering ridge and ground swell or 
the grea t laintvas ·cameo- cle$r, ·anq_ you were a brisk up
standing man who rode, prancing and met tlesome, on affairs 
of weight and consequence; a sprightly µers·on , interesting 
t o yourself and to others .. 

But t h is was not one of t hose days . :tJhen Farr wes an 
hour on the short cut from Line Camp to Target, the air 
fell hot and still , the far- off r anges made an unangled , 
wavering blur, blue beyond a trembling, sun- shot haze of 
dancing oust motes . The ridged and rolling ~l ain was sea
flat now , smudged, undimensioned, vague and dim; and Elmer 
Farr saw himself a meani ngless midge , c r eeping unnoticed 
beneat h a brazen sky. 12 

Inseparably linked with Rhodes 1 s !)0'1 er of observation 

as a contributing factor t o the success of his descri tive 

writing was his abilitY, first, t o see something unique in 

what ever he undertook to wr1 te about and, second, to use 

ordinary words in an unordinary way to express that unique

ness. These are, indeed, very great abilities. Ford Madox 
-

Ford has called the latter 0 the sunre equality of the writ-

ten art of the moment . 0 13 The first was what De Mauoassant 

was talking about when, in sur:unarizing t he teaching- of 

Flaubert, he wrote: 

l2The Trusty Knaves {Bost on , 1933 ), p . 221 in~ 
Storie~ end Novels . 

l~rntroduction to The Moder n Libra ry editi on of Ernest 
Hemingway ' s A Farewell to Arms { ew York , 1932), p . xvi . 
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••• In everything there is still some spot unexplored , be
cause we are accustomed to look a t things only with t he 
recollection of vhat others before us have thought of the 
subject we are contemplating . The smallest object contains 
somet hing unknown. Let us find it. In or der to describe a 
fire t ha t flames , and a tree on t he plain , we must keep 
looki ng at that flame and that tree , until to our eyes t hey 
no longer resemble any other tree, any othe fire . 

This is the way t o become or1 ina1 .14 

In claiming t hese abilities 1.n a writer , one can only 

submi t evidence from his work and let it stano on its own 

meri t for t bers to j udge . Ph odes , describing a desert 

sink , wrote of it t hus: 

••• Red sunrise brought them to it · a dead lowland of crum
bling and rot-ten soil, starved and p oisoned , leprous , 
blotched with alkalii ·11 t h out gr a ss w1 thout veg e t a ti on 
save f or a morbid, f eshy and hateful j l:llly- grovth known 
as Dead Man ' s Hand: l eafless , flowerless, without even 
t horn or spine t o t he gnarled and cr1p11led fingers .15 

This is Rhodes •s descript i on or an old mine shaft: 

••• 1n that gap there was a hot1se , saggi ng and weat her- gray; 
and nea r t hat house t here .sprawl ed an old mining dump , 
melting i nto the hill , reclaimed no, by grass and wild 
pon. ies and firefly bush; and on tha t dump t here was a 
windlass; exactly like a r iddle •••• t he ghastly house was 
a skull, with eyeless sockets where wi ndows had been, and 
an open door between; bleached ~nd e ray, the ...,indlass po~ts 
stood out against the sky line , spectral and sta r t ling .16 

Rhodes loved words and gloried in t heir use ,17 but he 

seldom wasted t hem. Time afte r t me he conveys his fresh 

i mpr essions i n scarcely more than a score of words . In 

describing a cour gem.is. man. ta Jing deat h ; freµi a rifle trained 

14rntroduct1on to Pierre and Jean. (New York , 1928), 
-p . xvi l-

16:;,wes t I s -~-Jest (New Yor k , 1917) , p .• 78 . 
1 The Trusty Knaves , o . 286 . 
l ?Thi s surr.il se is my ·own , but it is supported by t he 

well- known Southwestern wri ter, Erna Fergusson. See her 
"Western _ ost algia , " New Mex1t:P Quarterly, XX (Spring , 1950), 
112. 
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on h i m, for examnle , Rhodes wrot e: 0 ••• the c leEi r eyes did 

not waver , and there was no shadow in them . The man was 

beautiful . 0 18 And he set down his impression of the last 

fe,1 minutes be ore the break of day in this manner : "Reel

ing , , the b ite wr ack O"f : st·ars··:fled ·dOtf!n the wes-t, save here 

a grim r ea r - gua rd, r oc k- stubborn i n the rout, still held the 

dawn at bay. 0 19 
.. 

Each or these passages clearly i l l ustrates Rhodes's 

abil ity to effectively give a wor d other t han its usua l em- ...... 

ployment. Whi te splot ched alkal i ne soil is "leprous"; an 

old ore dump is 11melting" back into t he hi ll on which it 

stands; a man looking wi t hout fea r at dea t h 1s 0 beaut1ful"; 

t he white s t a rs are "reeling ,. t• and they did not "sink" i n 

the wes t or 0 disa pea rtt in t he wes t a s a more pedf.'>strian 

writer might have had it · Rhodes ' s stars "fled down" the 

west. This awareness of t he i nc r ea sed pow~r of ords when 

given fresh employment is in the final analysis ?erhaps the 

most i mportant f actor 1n the sucor-ss of d scrip ti ve writing . 

Rhodes gained early and never lost t hat awareness . 

As noted ea rlier i n t his chapter, Bernard De Voto has 

. expressed his great est admiration rrir P.hodes ' s descriottve 

vri ting; J . Frank Dobie ha s i nd_ eated that he r egards mos.t 

highly t he dialogue that .Rhodes •s wrote for hi s cha r act ers . 

It would of course be pointless and fru1 t less to attempt to 

18The Trusty Knaves , p . 287 
l 9West Is vest , p . 3t~6 . 
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p rove that Rhode s was be t ter at descrint i on than dialo, ue or 

vice versa , but it i s nrobably safe t o say ths t h~ ende r ed 

hims elf mos t t o love r s of the Ame r i can west and pe rformed 

his gr ea t est service to 11 te r a t u re t b rougb h i ·s r endition of 

Wester n speech . 

To support tbis g,en.e ralizatf oii ) .t · is nec:~·ssary ·only _to 

ive i llus t r a tion ··~f ' t he absurd burl~s~~i~g of t he Wes tern 

ve rnacula r t hat, at abo t t he time Rhode s began writing, was 

being p r e sented to the r eading . ublic as au t hent i c 1.ie ster n 

speech : 

nThis yere onders :lzed miscreant ain •t ha ' nted abou t 
Wolfville more ' n fou r days befor e he shows how onnecessery 
he 1 s t o ou r success . Which he works a ha ' r copner on 
Cherokee Hall . Wha t ' s a ha ' r c apne r? I ' l l onfold , short 
and terse , wha t Silver hi l doe s, an ' t hen you saveys ••• 20 

Or even more i mpossi ble: 

n ••• Dave a i n 't no two days al i ke . One t1 r:ie he ' s t ha t 
haught y he actooally nasses Enri h t himse ' f i n the street 
an ' no more heed or r ecogni tion than i f Wol f ville ' s ch i ef 
is the l ast Mexican to c ame no ' th or the line . Then later 
Dave is ef'foosive an ' .oes about riotin ' i n the s ' ciety of 
every gent whereof he cuts t he trail •••• W'hat with them 
silences and volyoob111ties , sobrieties an ' days of drink, 
an ' all in bewilderin ' alternations , he 's shore ~ot us 
go1n ' tour ways a t onc e . 11 21 

De Voto ha s cal led t his inc red ible exhibi tion "a vaudeville 

argot assemblen from Br et Harte ' s inven tions and the comi c 

pr ess . 0 22 One .might also observe t ha t with its emphasis on 

c o~ic mis r onunci atlons , fondness for and misuse of big 

20 Alfr eo Hen r y ewis , Wolfville ·1ights ( ew York, 1902 ), 
P e 2QA 

~libid ., n • 89- 90 . 
22rntroduction t o .-'!rs . Rhodes • s The Hired Man on Horse

l?ill, u . xl11 . 
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words , and ludic rous a ttempts a t forma lity, dialogue such as 

tha t quoted much more cl osely resembles t he early e f for ts 

of Southern l ocal-col or 1 sts to reoroduce Negro di alec t t han 

1t do€s the speech natterns of We s terners, oast or ur esent . 
, .. ~ ....... 

t, evertheless , the f act r en1ains th11 t the -absurd t alk ut into 
,_ 

t he mout hs of Western characters by Alfre Henr y Lewis and 

h is f ellcr p ractitioners ~ a~ b-lieved to , be _authenti c by 

neoole who did not know t he West nd it s inhabitants. 23 

I n t he -writing of dialogue , Rhodes d id t hree t h i .ngs 

sunerbly well : (1) he made ti:1e t al k of i"1 is cha racters ring 

true' 1th a kind of eart hy naturalness t ha t was appropriate 

t o the men .,e wrote about; (2) he fully captured t he s al t y 

f r eshness . of cowboy vernacula r wi th its unusual figures or 
speech ·and shrewdly effective under staterr.ient s ; (3) most i m

portant perha s, he unfailingly caught the snirited humor 

which underlies much cowboy soeeeb . 24 Fortunately, each of 

t hese accomplishments of Rhodes served as an effec t ive anti-

dot e to much or the nrevi ous misrepresentati on of cowboy and 

We·stern dial ect . 

23It 1s a s~e fact t ha t the writings of Levis are still 
given en undese rved position i n American l iter a t ure by men 
who shoul kn0>"1 t ,etter . Thoma s H. Johnson, one of the edi 
tors of Literacy Histog of the United St a t e s ( e-w Yor k , 1949 ), 
makes t he followi ng s t atement: uAu thentic ficti on of t he 
southwest fl rn frontie r are t he s t ories of Alfred Henry Lewi s 
(" Dan Quin, 0 1857-1914 ) , the first of whos e six vol umes of 
Wolfvil l e st ories is t!olfville (1897) . " P . 322 , Vol . III , 
Btblioijraohy . 

2-For an excel l ent trea t men t of t he humorous asn ect of 
c owboy speech , s ee Ra mon F . Adams• s Cowboy Li ng o (Boston, 
1936) . 
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nson ," {says Aforesaid Ba t es i n di scussi n ,.,. a bad droueh!} 
'you only been here f our or five yea rs . You ain ' t seen 
nothin ' yet . ot t ha t it is r eally dry now--not t o say dry. 
Why , we ha d a rain in A:pril--don ' t you remember?--and i t 
clouded up agaJ_n i n July. It ' s early yet •••• 25 

Talk such as thi s sounds natural . It is t he way men 

might ~~lk·; ' a.nd to a chieve t he effect of verisimilitude 

snould be tbe cons tant goal of the fiction wr i ter . 26 

J . Frank Dobi e in making a simi lar observati on about t he 

naturalness of Rhodes ' s dialogue quotes t his nassage from 

The Trusty Knaves: 

0 You give me tha t gun! " t hundered Marshal Yewell . 
Lewis t ook a square of plug t obacco from his ocket, 

scrut1n1 zeri 1 t , selected a corner and gnawed a segment 
from it . "You keep your voice down , brot her , 11 he said , 
r est or1n.g t he mutilat ed pl ug t o its pocket . "If you bel
low a t me any more I ' m liable t o p rophesy against you . 
You just t urn your mi nd back and see what happened when 

eoule crO"lided me i nt o foret elli ng . When you got any 
communice tions for me , I want ' em sweet and low , like t he 
wind of t he west er sea •••• 27 

Rhodes ' s di alogue i s often at its best in eert hy natu-

r al ness when s omeone is making a c omment on v:estern customs 

or r actices , as i n the followi ng case in hich Af oresaid 

Bat es reflects on the two methods of roping and ·hat t hey 

reveal about the men who use t hem: 

11 ••• Well , the Tejanos , and them tha t holds wi th Texas 
i deas , t hey use a s~ort rop~ and they. t ie 1~ har4 an~ f ast 

25Eugene Manlove Rhodes , The Little W rld Waddles 
(Chic o, Ca 11 f . , 1946 ) , p • ~ • . · , ~. . ·. 

20This obse·rvation has been made by sut'.!h noted ' and 
dissimilar writers as Robert Louis St evenson end John Stein
beck . J . Fr ank Dobie has commented that Phodes ' s dialogue 
c onstantly fulfills t h i s i deal . See the i ntroducti on t o 
The Best ovel s and St ories of Eugene Manlove Rhodes , 
p . xi~~-

l.!2..!9.. , ~p . xiii - xiv. 



to the horn of t he sad •"' le . Now t he Californi a man and his 
nei ,hbors, they us e a lonp rone and take their dallies . 
Then 1r th ey e t in trouble they let the dal ly c ome off . 
It ' s a heap s a f er, only a man loses a t hu~b ~rt o once in 
a h i le . But t he Texas man , he ' s cbne fixed hi r::self so he 
can ' t le t go . When he pul ls on his boot s for the day , he 
Jnakes up his mind a t t he same ti 1-: e . The r e ain ' t goin ' t o 
~e no half · ay mea sures . Hh t he dron s his loop over is 
his, or he ' s its . 
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"I ' m not sayir ' t here a in ' t lots of times t~~ boys 
would be .glad t ·G tu·rn ' en: loose if they could . ~ u t t here ' s 
no way t o do i t. Somet hing 's got t o break . And t hat habit 
i nfluences t hem i n other things besides ropin '. I t a i n ' t 
only a habit. It ' s a r el i gion , sort of . He may ge t new 
light on the subj ec t , just when you ' r e denendin ' on h i m. 
But when you ' re i n t rouble bad - - need in ' help , and it now-
t ha t ' s t he time when you ' re elad to see a tie - fast man 
sh aki n ' out a loop . n28 

Thi s is a long oa s sage fo r dialogue, but it does •· ot 

seem s t r ai ned or art1.f ic1al , nor does t he following fai r ly 

lengthy speech in which a rancher describes t he ca reful 

trea t ment given cattle d ring a severe drought: 

nMen and brothers, fellow citizens , gentlemen and boys--you 
ought t o have seen t hat work . In two months •,1e didn ' t rooe 
a cow or t rot a horse . We neve moved a c ow out of a walk , 
e creening alk . We never moved a cow one f oot i n the wrong 
direction . We moved •em la t e i n t he evenin ', on int o the 
ni ght, ~a~Jy i n t he morning; we spoke t o ' em politely and 
we held sunshades over ' em all day . He never slept, and we 
ate beans , f l i es , dust, ~at ent food and salt por k. I a te 
through four i les of sidemaa t and never st r uck a shoulder 
or a ham •• • • 11 29 

All one can say after reading such pas sag~s a s t hese is t ~a t 

if cowboys and ranchers do not t alk ~·s Rhodes· has them t alk, 

what a n ity! 

./hen it came .t6·,·re orting t he cowboy vernacular , Rh odes , 

as a lover of the fresh , vivid , and witt y in the use of 

words , must have been i n h is element . In readi ng h i s stor:ies , 

28The Litt le " orld Wad di es , PP . 15- 16 . 
29Ibid ., n . 83 . 
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one c onstantly has the feel i n , that Fhode s i ~ simply setting 

down snatche s of long rerr.eroh.c:red conversation with cowboy 

and ranch er fri ends . 'He 1 s sort of wa t eri ng a t ni ght, just 

now ••• nJO ·says one of nbodes ' s cha racters i n s peaki ng of a 

man -who 1s on t he dodr-e from th e law. Says e.nothe.r 1n re

f erring to a tough 11 ttl .· c o•rboy, " Wh en you go to bre k 

Cbarli ee you ' 11 find h e is a right flexible citizen • •• 1131 

Of an unpl easant character it is sa ia t ha t "he resembles 

himself. s h eap , "32 and a _port1cularly clumsy -.an 1 s 

ttthumbhandsided . "33 

Thf' cowboy v rnacul ar that .. odes ' s characters speak 

i s o course heavily sal t ed withe . r essions r eflecting their 
. 

way o life . "I 'll contrive to make strap and buckle meet 

some way • •• ,. says Johnny .Dines 1n talking about squaring 

hi1tself wi th t he sheriff on a ticklish point of law . And 

Bud Copeland In B~yond the Desert comments on a money lender's 

sus!)icious offer to buy h is ranch i n t h is way, "It l acked a 

hell of a l ot be i ng a pi ker play, too , if anybody should 

drive up with a horse and carriage and a sk you--cons j de.r in ' 

that he nractically h s the i rr.rr:ort al c inch on me ••• "35 

·"' ~ .... B~t th9: c o boy- •-s , ,.;_;ange , Gf w9r-ds. ~n-d e_xo r .e_~s i o:os . is not :., c on-. . . ... . 
• " ~ ' ..,.,.. J • 

fine~, t 0: the l".1.mits ot hi s environment. S ome.times· toe most 

f r eshly descriptive •or ~ .possi ble seems t o be nlucked from 

30steps ons of Light (Bost on , 1917), p . 40 . 
3lrbid . , n . 246 . 
32\.Tes"t Is. West, p . 11.,7. 
3~,Copper St rear Trail, p . 58. 
3~s t ensons of Light, n . 49 . 
35Beyond the Desert ( Boston , 1934), p . 1+3 . 
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thin air to ex ress sonc action . The liter~l definit i on of 

the word may not fit , yet there is never any doubt about the 

meanin • " •• .-w-e ' ll was our hands and t'ac&s ri h t eood , 

catch us up sone fresh hors s ut f tbe pasture , a <l t er

rsTl ln uo tho road a stretcb, 11 36 say1, on~· of fu~'odes•s char-
~- ~ I ' ' 

acters . And anothe r on o serving the laborious absnrption 

with which a boy plods through a Stevenson ro ne--e commen ts 
... ; ~ •, 

that "He r ~ads mortal slo,.,, . 0 37 "Dad Wils -:,n 111 be snxi us , " 

liays Andy Hinkle in The ? rciud Sherirg. H And if so be he • s 

not ri~ht ~leas ed , he ' s liable to anpea r to you . Stiek a 

gun in your belly and tell you to 0 ·1en un your jail •••• 1138 

Finally , 1t is chiefly t t. rou h use of. dialogue t hat 

Rhodes a ci1 i eves e spirited effect of humor hicb permeates 

almost every story he ~. rote . I t i-s an effect hi ch is con

sistent with and xnressive of the confidence and opt1 ism 

of the WP st . And it is an effec t which makes his ork im-

mensely r eadable . The humor in fb..,des •s dialo, ue , which 

has nlready been refl cted in the foregoing quot ations, 

rany.es rrom bvi ous cowboy bantering : 

nwhy seys Easy AcFarland you long , loose- jointed 
trifling , · ort hl ess , horse-stealing , whi skey- dri nki ng , 

~ar- ~layi n.~ i 'fltt .rt :acc ount Son of the ~1ddle 
Bo· er- ·- 11- · 

nyou n edn ' t sr, eek kindly to me , 11 said ~ud . "! ain ' t 
sick. 39 

t ::> oi t hy c .o ents on man ' s moral frailty: 

36ste~sons of Li~ht , ? • 77 . 
3hThe Pr oud Sheriff (Boston , 1935) , ~. 122 . 
3 Ibid ., p . 75. , 
3 9i3eiond the D9se r t , o . 'i' . 
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"The lar,.,.~st number of hone<:;t r:ien that I ns P.Ver " t 
top.e t her i n one bunch , 11 s a id ""ete , 11Wc, s just a~ !?Ven eleve11 . 
Jrdas Tsc&rint was t he twelfth . That ' s th e r eco· d . Fnr 
t ha t reasor. ! ' ve always stuck ,j t out t hat we oufh t to ha vA 
only te:-i men on a jnry, inste2d of t '.,relve . It seer"ls r'":ore 
modest , someh<H . But SUD"'•0Se ,.e ~ound ten honest men s ol'!.e -
_.,heret:i . t might b done . : kncn w!'H-~re t here ' s two r j_gh t 
hPre i n Arizona, and T ' ve pot my s~suiciors or & t hir~ - 
iv:m ,-:,st about nortablP nro'1P:!"'~.y, th ;..· ~ is . " ~o 

/\n~ :1 morr:ent later ' ete adds: "I could ret a 11 tt le rr.oney 

there. .Je used to st~al c tt18 tog ether dmm cm th t-:i Concho--

t ho sheri ff anc1 J os e Prmaviiies a',d !"'1 ~ . 11 1+1 

The humnr i n P.horJ ,-:-,s 1 s nialog:ve , as mL.l1t ~' !? sUS!1ected , 

often stems fr:)m C')Wboy "'.'J l"at"tices a11~ t'il?lie fs . Tt i s 1~n-

eral l y kr own, for ,}Y.am. 1e, t hs t t ~. e cowboy 1 nok9d down '.">n 

t hf; farme r; i n th ·:• foll')H inf nasS2 f" e Johnny !f o-o~)er , CO'tJboy-

turned - f a r~er, laments his trev tment at the han~s o an 

erstwhile r anche r fr1en 

"Charl ie See , he ' s my friend . Done me ma ny 'sh t hP Pood 
turn . Ch . rlie ' s a r,ood fe llow . folendid fello1,.J !11 f-Iol')ner 
p.:lo'1m c->d u1 on r.anay with a hostile eye . "Charlie, ;·1 e cornesh 
don t o my house and eet s my fre sh lettuce out of rn; rarden, 
and young onions, ana egpsh , anrl milk t o drink , and cream 
in h i s c rffee . And then he rolls a srnn~e and leansh hack , 
and he says to me ' Johnny, c oul d you ST)a r e !!le a f cr. ~eranitF!i 
sli':)s? ' iTicesh ·.ray fnr a friend t n ta lk !" !f~ 

But ove lo- er i r Uw social scale t hvn thG fa r r.i.e r is t}1e 

sheenma n . "Then you bought a bunch of shel3rt'/i,ays -, ete 

Johnson t o Stanley [v'j tch All j n Cou".ler Streak Trc: i ~. "Snn , 

you can ' t :realize ho p,rFwt- rninded j t is of r-:12 t o '.)Ve1·looli 

t ' t 1 • f r I 1143 ua s .1.. 1n o you s •• • • • ~ 

1+0con-re r StrE'!&k 'Irai l, n . 76 . 
t,111211., n . 79 . 
~2The Li t t le '-lorld \4addies , n . 26 . 
4-3co11nor Streak T:·ail , n . 5'9 • . 



Understatement as a form of hur1or is used effectively 

by Rhodes . Thus run t he comments of two r anchers .on a 

recent crime ave i n anci around th e t n of Targe t : 

" •• • Rave yo11 maybe n ot i e ed of lat e any queor goin s 
on i n this ha y valley t ur s?" 

u I have o . Leaving t o one side t he normal amount · or 
clerical errors in the branding business . Gr anger t akes. 
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up a h omes t ead for himself on the Temporal . Hi s house ·1)urns 
down . Another long la.d set tles at Carizo , and his house 
burns up .. Frei h t cars looted on th -e Target side tracks. 
r ore frei ght cars robbed at the same olace . Ore stolen 
from freight wa .,,ons in Target . Dru.nits r olled a t Ta r get . 
R~emarkable bands held at J im• s . Gem against rosperous 
visitors f r om the East . ~~nes salted for uros , erous vis1~ 
tors . And so on down the line . " · · 

nJohnny, ' 1 said r;3~r, 0 I do believe they ha"e been 
doing i t on puroose. 11 '+4 

The humor in the passages quoted above and, for an out 

standing exam-ole, i n the hilarious court.ro.,m s cene in Sten

sons of Li vht cl early represents t he 5r>irit of comedy for 

which the cowboy hes b e.come so ell known . 45 In t he f'inal 

anal1s1s i t may be t hat Rhodes ' s great st sin le achievement 

was to capture co let ly the cowboy 's zestful sense of fun 

and humor . The met ho<'l of canture was dialogue . 

A high descri tive abi li t y and th capacity to repro

duce in speech the sn1r1t of a di s tinct cultural group were 

the qualities that Rhodes combi ned t o p roduce wh.at s . Gris

_wofa f.'..orlay h · s ca·11ea _ttone of tlie most 'sol i d ' ancf d1st1n

~u1shed styles, ritten by any forth A~erican novelist. 0 46 

44The Tr usty Knaves , p . 22.3 
4;tor a good discussion of cowboy humor see Mody Boat

right ' s Fol k Laughter on the American Front ier (Nev York, 
1949) . 

l+6nco., boy and Gaucho Fiction, 11 New Mexico Quart erly: 
Review, XVI ( Autumn, 1946), 259. 



CHAPTER IV 

MODES. s A 
.. . ., 

ECORDRR OF Ti-{F, •ffiSTEl~" scmrE 

If Rhodes •s novels and stories assess ed n o narrative 
.. 

a ~r.,eal: at a11 , · t hey would sti ll be of interest t o a good 

many r aade:rs inte rested i n Western Americana, fo:r Rhodes 

as unfailingly conscient io sin r ecording the cha racter

i stics of t he men who worked with cattle and i n de icting 

their daily act ivities . /\ s Bernard · De Vot o b~•s sa id, the 

whole record of the c attle kingdom i s t o b~ found in the 

pages of hi s novels .1 .And whila Rhode s was fi rst and l a st 

a s t ory-t·eller , the f a ct that he wr.s also a r eliable s cial 

histori an grerJt ly contributed t o make his work mor inter

esting and r eadable . Hi s unforced , almost casual deta i l i ng 

of the ·..:estern scene tremendously added to t he color of his 

ficti on. 

The authenticity of det a i l i n Phodes ' s s t ories has 

never been questioned but has been p raised by _more than one 

competent author! ty . 1'1al t er Prescott ,vebb·, for exampl e , 

s ays t ha t Pllodes s t ands next t o Andy Adams in fi del ity t o 

t h~ lor e of t he West . 2 Ann Hurst Jul i an , who described 

lrntroducti on t o May Tihodes ' s The Hired ~an on Horse
~ ( B s t on , 1938 ) , • xxv11 . 

2The Gres t Dla i n s (Boston , 1931) , p . 1+63 . t.dnms wa s a 
Texa s cowb oy-11r1 ter wh os e The Log of. a Cm.Jboy i s generally 
c ons idered to be t h~ finest picture of cowboy life ever 
wri t t en . 
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himself as a cowboy t emnorar1ly hos , 1tal1zea by the natural 

accidents of his calling , published an article in The Satur

day Review of Literature in which he asserted that after 

r eading some three thousand books and stori es deal i ng wit h 

c owboys and the · cattle ;ndustry, he · had .f olll'id but three 

wri ter·s who did not misuse the terminology of the range . 

These three were Will James, Ernest Hayc ox , and Eugene 

Manlove Rhodes . 3 While this l ist could undo btedly be ex

tended (there is no reason why it should not i nclude Owen 

Wister , for examole), it still helps to place Rhodes among 

the select few ho have written accurately of an area of 

American l i fe which has undoubtedly had more nonsense wri t

t en abou t it than any other . 

As a recorder of hat he had known and xperienced a s 

a c owboy and rancher , Fbodes did two things very well . He 

set fort h a cle r picture of the attitudes and character

istics of the men who worked wit h cattle , and he u resented 

a wealth of detai l on the nature of these men 's work and 

general activities . Of course oeople other than cowboys 

and ranchers app ea r i n .Rhodes ' s stories {there are mi ners, 

l aw officers , merchants, gamblers , for example) , and the 

n1ctures of t hem are often i nteresting and vivid. But still 

the cowboy-rancher characters predomi nat e , and the point of 

view i s always that of t he man who ma kes a living from 

cattle. 

3s . Gri swold Morley, "Cowboy and Gaucho Fiction , " ~ 
Mexico guart erly Review , XVI (Autumn, 1946), 258 . 



At the outset of thi s di scussion i t should be made 

clea r tha t. Rhodes ell knew that the r e was no such t hing 

es a universal cheracteris tic or qual ity which apnlied to 

all cowboys without exceotion. 

n ••• t ~ke the ·t YJ) 1C-al·'--cowboy 11.-J~ays Jef.f_- l3r an-sford i n Q.Q.Q.g 
Men and True , , "'!'here oositively a:1n tt no- s ich person t 
'<faybe so ha f of · ' em ' s ·from Texas and ·the dther hal:f from 
anywhere anr1 everywhere else . But they ' re all al i ke i n 
just one thi ng --and that. is th [) t every last ane of them 
is entirely different f r om all t he ot hers . Each one talks 
as he pleases, act~ as he pleases and - . hen not a t work-
dresses a s he pl eases •••• n4 

This statement does not mean that mos t cow .oys did 

not think alike abou t many subjects and respond alike to 

many situations . They did , of course . It does mean t ha t 

t he cowboy' s love of i ndividuali t y was strong {a general 

cha r acteristic , t hi s !) ; and it also i s r ecognition of t he 

f act that, for ex·ample , while most cowboys were loyal t o 

"the brand" (see Chauter II , nage 43 of this work), there 

were certain t o be some men who would have no feel i ngs of 

loyalty whatsoever toward the r anch they worked fo r . 

64 

The purnose of this di scussi on is not t o nresent a 

c omplete picture of t he South estern c owboy and rancher as 

seen b y Hi1odes; 1 t i s rather t o illustra t e that such a p ie

: ·· ture can be recovered f r om t he body of Rhodes ' s f1ct1 on . 

Rhodes ' s elaborations of several cowboy and rancher char-

acteristics have alreedy been discussed i n previous chapters, 

such as , for examDle , t heir dual tra its of individuality and 

411 Good Men and True , " in Best Novels and Stories (Bos ton , 
1949), pp . 49- 50 . 
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cooperativeness, t he ir penchant for colorful speech , and 

their ingrained dis trus t of l egal authority . Other illus

trations which establish beyond doubt t he v l ue of Rhodes ' s 

work as social history relating to c wboys and ranchers a re 

easily furnished . 
' 

Sometimes with no more than a single line of dialo ue 

Rhodes would r ev eal some signif icant .attitude · of the South

estern cattleman. 5 The cattleman ' s disdain for ~~e f ar mer 

has already been mentioned in Cha9 ter III . In Cooper Streak 

Trail Pete Johnson directs a fri end who i s help i ng him to 

disgui se his wagon so that it will look as if he is either 

going out t o cut wild hay or to dry- fsrm . "I ' 11 hay it, " 

says th e friena .6 Not even the oretense of farmi ng for him! 

The c owboy ' s dislike of brag ing led hi m to consider

able reserve i n discussing hi s own merits and t hose of his 

nossessions . Rhodes catches the spirit of thi s reserve very 

neatly in the following exchange: 

"Ya- as , " said Pete . "Here comes your caballada . Like
ly looking horses, Jack . " 

"A leetle thin," said Carr . 7 

The hospitality of the range shows up often i n Rhodes ' s 

wrf tings . It· . as almost unwritten law that ranch o ners 

should fe~d \ ti t h out cost any passerby needing food . The 

reasons for this custom were inherent in the physical and 

51 am here using the word "cattl eman" as a convenient 
term to encompass both rancher and cowboy . Actually, t he 
word is ordinarily used to designate e person who raises 
cattl~. 

~Copper Streak Trail (Boston, 1922) , • 132 . 
Ibid ., p . 125 
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economic set- u of t he West . Because of the great distances 

between tons and ranches , a rider on horseback might travel 

for a ·hole day wit hout encountering more than one place of 

human habitation. If he was ~ithout orovi sions of hi s own, 

it would be 'ne.cessary for him t o ea t 'at t hat -place- or go .. -~ . 
; ,,-:. 

hungry . See9ndly, the nature of ranch work i nevitably meant 

large numbers of unemployed cowboys du~ing the slack winter 

season, and it wasriecessary to feed t hem if workers ere to 

be available for heavy spring and fall range activity. An 

unemployed cowboy drifting from ranch to ranch and accepting 

the free hand- out of meals was said to be "r1din ' the grub

line . "8 Finally, to charge for a meal (even when a person 

had money t o pay ) in which the main item, meat , very oft en 

cost nothing would have een considered niggardly . It might 

be · added , . a ma·n·' s horse was entitled to the same hospitality 

as his rider. 

oete Johnson in Copper Streak Trail comes gratefully 

upon a camp after a long, hot ride across the desert: 

0 Yes • horse caJDD n said t he tall man . nr;ow you water . ' the black horse and I ' ll dig up a bait of corn for hi m. 
Wash UP at the t rough . " 

0 Puest o que· s,1 :.n .said. ?~te . . . .. ,, . 
He sli p , ~d , the ' -bit out . o.r Midnignt ,, s moutl)',"-. ushing 

the headstall back· on' ·the. sleek black neck by way , of lead 
rone , and they strode away t o the -wa t er pen, s ide by side . 

' lhen they came back a nose-bag , full of corn , stood 
ready near the fire . Pete hurig this ori' M1d'night ' s head . 
Mi dnight munched contentedly , with half- ·c1osed eyes; and 
Pete turned t o the fi r e . 

"Was I kidding myself?" he inquired . "Or did somebody 
mention the name of grub?" 

8Ramon F. Adams , Western words (Norman , 1944) , n . 128 . 

..- ,. 
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"Set up ! 11 grinned the tall man , kicking a small box 
up beside the sl1r;htly larger one , · h ieh served e s a table . 
11 1tothing much to ee t but food . Cann ed truck a l l gone . 11 9 

And even Bat Cremony, black villain of Beyond the Desert 

who has a minimum of conside r 3tion for his fellow rnan , rec-
' "' ,, 

ognizes his oblig t i on to feed th~' hungry ·ari~ ter. He says 
. 

to itbnin Tham Clark after the latter ha s asked for water 

for his horse: 0 Damn ' likely ! We: have · to; f~ed every bum 

that comes along, I suppose, rae, tag, and bob- tall . But 

I ' m not hauling wate r for other men ' s horses •••• nlO 

It develo s , however , that Cremony i s wrong . Tham is 

so outraged at the man ' s breach of humane conduct tha t he 

draws a gun on hi m and says: 

nMy hort h , now , he 1th going to drink your hauled 
water , and he 1th going to drink it thlow , and he 1th go
ing to drink aga in . Thut !m,! And i f you move a f i nger or 
they juth one word--Tnatmouth ! Clothe it ! Let a horth 
thuffer , 111 you?11lr-

Cremony 1s cook is so disgusted with hi s employer ' s con

duct t hat he i mmedia t ely sides with Tham even t hough he 

kno s that it means his job and perhaps ot her trouble for 

hi m: 

The c ook moved over to Cremony. The cook ' s eyes were 
dancing, and he held a stout length of mesquite root in hi s 
hands . 0 As I !}ndePs:t.and it , stranger , n he said , 0 you •re 

.... rorclpg me ·.to get;· Bat ' s gun? Ano if he makes one break , 
I ' m t o hlt· him over the h ead with this chunk? And then 
he ' s to hook u his team nd g ra dually l eave us? And I ' m 
to watch him while he starts , so you can wate r your horse 
und1sturbed--1s that it? All ripht--but I want it dis
tinctly understood tha t I do i t under compulsion, under 

9pp . 11- 12 . 
lOp • 56 . 
llp . 57. 



68 

nrotest , i n f ea r of my l ife . I don 't want t o be shot pro
tecting an overgrm,n, nickle-chasing , wh i ta- livered , smc:.11 -
souled this-and-that who wouldn ' t ~ive 'ater to a sta rved 
borse . "12 · 

Even when a r anch house Wr s left unoccu . i ed for a neriod 

of time the 01 ne r did r,i_ot forp,et the obligat ory court esy of 

fe e.di ng t he we'ary. pesse . .rby . Thus Bransford in The ., 1 ttle 

Eoh i t>-:'.)US finds this siem tacked on a ranch house door : 

. Gqne to . lomo . Back in t wo or three days . Beer hangs 
umi 0 r nla tform on wind l"'l i ll tow t~r . Jhen you get it, oil the 
~ill . Books and deck of cards in box under b Bd . Don 't 
l eave fire in stove · hen you go . 

Gene Ba i rd 
N. B.--Feed the ca t.13 

This mi nor <'letc il of the :le s t ern code of conduct-- r ange 

hospitality--has been dwelt ury on at lengt h because it is 

typica l of the ay in hich Fhodes constantly makes use in 

h i s writing of his knowl f:dge of the co1 country and its 

neople and cust oms . There ere scores or ot her soc i al char-

acteris ties and human and occuuational traits tha t he treats 

i n similar detail and with equal consistency from story to 

story . 

i To i te , of behavi or wh ich is truly typical of the cow

boy is t oo s mal l for Rhodes •s a t tention . The cowboys in 

Rhode stories talk t o ~t1~i.:r, hors e..s ' ··: f~r ex_amnle ,, ;because 
~ -.. ' 

that i s what cowboys did ·. (The ' reasons · for t,he-i r doing so 

are obvious: the lonely nature of t heir wor k and t hei r 

horses . ) Fortunately , however, Pbodes ·does not use t h is 

f'act as a device for briefing the reader on a story ' s 

1 2Pn . 57- 58 . 
13Best Novels and Stories (Bos ton, 1949) , p . 126. 
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b a c kr: r ounc1 --an cx~'.1si. t nry devic e t ha t. b.u s ',een used i n 

c ·1un tle ss bad Weste r n ~ t ori es . ·: 1he :~ a F'.ho,1es co:1boy ta lks 

t o his horse , it is usually i n n or:·,ents of s tress when 0ne 

or b ot h fa c e some d:i.fficul t · l' ',,)le·., , l-·,1, t nev Pr i s tb o re t h e 

fee l i ng th&t Ehores is us i ng t h is t a lk as a n artificial 

~ea ~s n~ r ivine i nfor~at10n to t he reader . 

Anoth ~~· ..,oint t ha t RhorJes bri rg: s out is that the cow-

boy did not t alk t0 jus t _ r y horse he rod e bu t only to one 

he knew an•] r1a d c onfir1 e r. ce i n . ·,.rhile fl eei ng a nosse , 

r{cEwen in 1" a so nor Aqui " i s f01·c 0d t o abandon h i !; own 

hnrse ar1.~ t 8ke a fresh r;nE'> ·dhjch soon nr0v e s himself a 

g ood horse: 

He h~~ t alked freely t 0 v1 1, but unti l now he had 
been ret cRnt wit~ ~orcb Cl i ~her , who had not y0t w~~ his 
c onfid Ance . b,t this un,-1 ·<'.'necterl revors A he n .cncd :ds 
he rt. 

11 ,.nothPr good land r,nn e wrnng , 11 hP. said . 11 T riir.h t 
havo r::n0wn i t . Thi~ s i d e of :"'a lt Cree}: is onl/ 11a lf - b &rl 
country , so of' cou rse it ' s all s e tt led t.n , r .,ht w:iere v!e 
WD P t t o go . ~·o nne l i ves 0.ast of Sc1l t Crc:ek , not evci'1 
shee ry he ners . 1\ ncl we cotlr1n ' t nossjbly make j t , , .. oi n ' 
on t he othe .r side i:,f Sal t CrePk ~Ji th al 1 t.h&t ma r sL ('Oun t ry 
and the hell pf t he '. 1h:5t 0 8en11s . ·,:,·t y , this i s T1lumb 
ri d ict il ODS !" l ·+ 

In f Ayond the De s ert T :i t r:rin 

i s c ounti n;:,; 011 t h c' ir gctti •1g wf, t e · ? t \fagnesia Snring . '1!h er. 

t ?ley c1 r r i ve, h ..-,, Aver, t l: Py fj n ri that a rl ? ·-d c·:rw ls i n t he 

t he situa ti on ove:r an~ sn e a ks t n his ho rse ebe>ut i t bs a 

ma tt er of cours!?: 

1 4rbid , n . l P. . 
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":!1uck , I know one horth and 'me man tha t 1th goin ' t o 
th Pe thorrow. We 've got t o T)Uth on to water . But f rom now 
on ! ' 11 t hnell you . I ' ll walk t wo r three mileth and then 
ride tw o or three mi let h , ev er The~hen . Thi t h wi ll be one 
bad day . 1•15 

And when Sninal ~arinnis , the nroud sheriff of Sierra County, 
~ ., .. 

<liscovc1·s that he is rid in , i n to a tr ~ s 'et ·by tp~ m~m he i s 
... ,. 

looking for , be is b und to talk t he s ituation ove r •-1ith his 

ho1~se Slee :-- ycat: 

11Ha· se , 'e been wishing t his smart guy ould make a 
break . He ' s mr de it. Shall we g o home and et under the 
bed? 0 shall e ride into the trap , unsuspectin ', and see 
what next , and how about it?" 

S1ee6ycat jingled t he bridle reins anr1 scuffed his 
f eet . 

"All r i ght , then . Havo it your own way . But I ' m not 
the only one that ' s taking a chanco . Them fellows e i ght 
mishandle you a heap carryin ' out their nefarious schemes ••• 
Don 't b lame e ! Jou ,ent iy·, t o t h i s , ith f air warning and 
your eyes ouen . 0 lo 

Just a s the whole nicture of co· boy cust oms , manner

isms, and characteristics can be r ecovered fr oo PJl~des sto

ries, s o will t he r eader find 'that his aescriry tion s of the 

activ:ttles and the nhysical n roo erties of ranching and living 

on t he range are c ompl ete ana authentic . Hhodes did not 

si nly catalogue the routine f everyday ranch existence as 

other writers have done for other regions and occunational 

g.r-0ups .. l 7 He was t _oo muqh the romant1c--he loved a zesty 

ulot too much--t-o -practice real ism in this way . The main 

action i n h i s storie s usually does not s t em from some banic 

range sltuatlon such as a cattle drive or a round- un or t he 

15n 44 6' • • 
1 . • 109. 
17Haml in Garland , f or example , or more recently , 

A. B. Gut hrie . 
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t ending of a line cabin but r athe r fro m n robber y or a mur

der or an attemp t a t fina ncial chicanery . But nevert heless , 

since the characters i n Rhode s ' s s t ori es are ca t tlemen , the 

details of the ir I orka<lay exis t ence a r e i nt er r ated na t urally 

into · the f abrics of t he plots . 

·c ole Ral stonl8 · rose up · i n a r ed wi ndy dawn : he cup ped 
h i s hands to h is mouth and c~lled out lus tily: "Bed ! 11 

All .a r .o~d ,. men ., r o.u sed up i n the half darkness and t ook 
-up the word , .laughi ng _._ a s they dre ssed : "Beds ! Beds ! " 

Tlie call ' meant that the wagon wa s to be moved today~ 
t hat each man wr: s to roll bedd i ng and t a r n t o a h a r d and 
.ti-ght-ro!") ed cyl i n der , .and wa.s then t o carry 1 t to a stack 
b y t he bed wagon . 

The c ~ok bent ove r pot s and nans , a n active demon by a 
wind -blown fi r e; here al re r dy the bobtail a t e t heir n riva t e 
breakfast, tha t they mi ght depa r t i n haste t o :relieve t he 
last guard--n01 slowly moving t he herd from t he bed ground , 
half a mil e away.19 

And for four pages Rhodes goes on to •escri be the de-

t a i ls of s t a rti ng another day of round- un acti vity . I n 

West Is West Rhodes devotes long oa ssages (including t o 

entire chan ters: uThe Sh i pp i ng Pens" and "The Cutting 

Ground " ) t o the activi t ies of t he range ca t tle business . 

In the fol l owi ng excerpt Fhodes records l ively act i on a t 

the shinp ing pens and comments on i t th rough the eyes of 

John "ayl es , a newcome r t o t he ca t t l e count ry : 

11 0ne Box w, three V Cross T ' s , Square an d Comv~ ss, . 
one K Y--l e t ' em go! " The inspector •s ·quirt . s lanned. sha rply 
on h is boot leg; six s tee r s sli d al ong ·:the fence l i ke 
stealthy gh sts • the i nsoector ' s horse turned back unbidden . 
These thre e things t ook ol a ce s i multaneousl y . A fourth was 
on their heels . "Tally ! " The word cracked l i ke a whin . 

18rt i s i nte resting t o note that t he name of Rhodes ' s 
foreman boss i n Hhodes ' s days as a c owboy on the Bar Cross 
Ranch wa s Cole Rai lston . 

19Sten sons of Light (Boston , 1917) , p . 116 . 



St ree and Hor set hi ef Fi sher , tally keepers , snaooed i t 
topet her . 
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Tails aflaunt, the steers streaked down t he stockyards 
l ane, bet ween the heavy timbered t welve- f oot fenc es• t hey 
flipped round a corner 1th a ki ck ; a heavy ga te closed be
hind t hem; a rider started from ambush and choused t hem on 
to the waiting- oens . 

!he i nsoector na ced soberly back with Cole Ralston , 
The V Cross T bos s, who 11uushed ' em t h :roueh . 11 Near the 
ga te ,· t hey crowded t he' i ,nner re-nee, 'under the dangling feet 
of S"Qecta t ors and .amateur tall.Y. keener·s •. A. bunph br ::>ke fr om 
the nen , shied , ki cked and scurried down t he lahe, t wo 
abreast, dust-;hidden . The inspector did not move . 

0 one e S · Bar, _.one ij " M, one Hook~and- Ladder , one t,z 8 , 
t wo V 'Cross T 'sn--"T'ally •11 : ~ 

A horse slinped on hi s side in t he cutting pen , and 
rose , bucking; the her d charged for the ·open gate of the 
lane . · Emi l James and "Dallas" Mccombs thrust their horses 
into t he living flood end it swi rled back f or some mag ic 
of word and waving ha ts . The leaders crushed down the lane; 
Ralston "strung ' em out , " so t hey dribbled by i n a charging 
column rather t han as a locked ohal cnx . he inspect or raced 
bes ide t hem, barking crisp italics . 

"H G T, t wo V Cross T, t wo Double Ess Bar r , S L Y, four 
V Cross T, r 8, KY , Half Circle Cross, 76 , ~ U N, V Cross T, 
one Spur --l et ' em go! MO- ORE STR.AW ! 11 

"Tally! " 
John Sayl e s gasned . With all bis eyes he had caught 

but one brand a s this wild mob thundere by--t he familiar 
N 8 . Tha t was on a steer he kne· by flesh ma r ks . This l a st 
stage of the cow-work , like all the preceding phases , wa s a 
revel a tion of concentra tion, sna , and ma rvelous efficiency.17 

Activiti es involving t he training of horses must have been 

esoecially easy f or Rhodes to detail because i n h is day he 

was a t on man in the business of breaking horses for riding 

purposes . In f act, Jack Thorp on ce declared that Rhodes was 

the best bronc buster tha t he had ever seen i n ; ew Mexicp or 

Texas . 18 

The mouse - colored horse desisted from his exercises, 
snorted loudly, ran on the rope ex. erimentally, whirled at 

l 7west Is ~·Jest (New York , 1917), 1>0 . 143-44 . 
18The Fabulous Fr ont i er, p . 149. Thoru , no deceased , 

was an old- t ime cowboy and ca t tlemen who di d a good deal of 
writi ng about his r ange expe riences . 
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the rope ' s end , ano faced his cantor, heed un , but slightly 
a- tremble . Johnny walked towa rd him slowly , natiently , 
coiling the rope "'She went . ,lith lo· a nd soothing speech 
he put out his .hand toward a black nose; after t wo slight 
flurries, was a le to pat that nose , to rub the dar k head 
gently. nHis name is Smoky, I think, 0 said Johnny softly, 
and without t urning h i s heac . His left hand , holdin the 
coiled rope , sli pped un s nr1 moved slowly to the saddle horn , 
his foot was 1n the stirru~. Johnny held the hackamore 
reins taut , and patted the quivering neck . "Come , boy! 
nc- chk !" Smoky made two cautjous sidewise steps, t hree--1119 

Scores of examples similar to those above , all pointing 

up the f act that Rhodes ' s stori es are rich in the lore of 

the cattle country, could be suppli e . One may find in 

these stories the detailed descrintion of a particular kind 

of wagon, of a twenty- mule team in action , of a Hestern 

style poker game , of a ranch , of t he way cowboys dress, and 

of a myri ad other f acets of existence i n t he days when the 

range cattle i ndustry flourished . 

Harry E. Maule has stat ed that many connoisseurs of 

stories of the West consider Rhodes the best of all writers 

ho have used or are using this background and mat eria1 . 20 

It seems safe t o assume that a maj or reason for this high 

standing of Rhodes is th at in his stories the cattle country 

of the Southwest c omes alive in a wealt h of well -integrated 

details, t he authenticity of which have never been questioned . 
, . 
. ,. 

., ~· I "" 

19The Trusty Knaves in Best Novels and f-tories , p . 23 5. 
20Great Tales of the ".merican West ( New York , 191+5) , 

ed . with introduction by Harry E. Maule, o . xiv . 



CHAPTER V 

RHODES ' S PHILOSO?HY 

"I have l ived in exactly that olace and time I would 
h ave chosen from all recorded history . 111 

Gene Rhodes wes not a profound thinker, nor did he µ re

tend t o be one . 2 He did not evolve deep - browed and original 

conceots of man ' s relationshin to the universe and t o his 

fellow men . He was , howeve r , a shrewd observer of the human 

scene , and some of his comments on it make worthwhile read 

ing . Most i mp ortant, he believed in man ' s inherent ability 

to µrogres s toward a better life , and he beli eved so firmly 

in the essential dignity of man tha t be was bitterly sensi

tive t o injust ice and op _ ression on any l evel and at any 

time . These two fact s did much t o shane the t one of all 

that he wrote , and (as will be shown later) they adversely 

affected his lite r a ry reput ation . 

In a penetrating analysis 1n the final chanter of his 

., book The Confident Yea rs ,1 .:Van. Wye~ Brooks . has nointed _out 
. - ;. . 

that -.everywhere · 1n 11 terature and in- "life there ar e two c on

flicting noints of view . One is negative; it holds tha t men 

lFrom a lette r by Rhodes written in the yea r of his 
death . Quoted b. Eddy Orcutt in "? assed By Here , " Saturday 
Evenin~ ?ost, CCXI (August , 1938), 50. 

2. Frank Dobie , Introduction t o Best Stories and Novels 
of Eu~ene Manlove Rhodes (Boston , 1949) , p . xx . 

Neu York , 1952 . 



are innately depraved~ it ceni es t ha t the nasses can in-

telligent ly govern thems elves , can use 1isel y a ma r ked 

degree of l ibert y , c .:m f or m a b rotherhood of man. The 

other vi ew oint i s op tir:dstic ~ it h olds its brief for t he 

na t ural goodness of man; it cont ends t hat man can advance , 

is advancing, toward B better condition of l i fe , and it 

aff irms the right of t he i ndi vidual to be free to pursue 

t hat goal . 
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Rhodes was wholeheart edly in the camp or t he O>' timi sts , 

and 1n this position he carri ed on t he ma in tradition of 

American letters . Br ooks says: 

It was precisely i n t his faith t hat America c a de i nto 
existence , af f irming the capacity of men t o govern them
selves , and the main body of A~erican traditi on , as l it 
erature expr essed it , exhibited t h is f a ith t o the beginning 
of t he F'irst ~i orl d •/ar •••• Thi s f aith acconmani ed an exnan
sive sense of equality and hu~~n brot herhood t ha t as 
enerally to di s tinguish America fr om Europe . ~ 

That Rhodes had f a ith in man i s demonstra t ed 1n almost 

eve ry s tory that he wrote . In hi s short stori es and novels 

men band togeth Pr t o overcome evi l ; freedom and libe rty a re 

cherished end fought for; individual i nterests are subordi

nated to grou~ i nteres ts fo r the bet t er ment of t he groun and 

the individual . Rhodes was not Pollyanna . He knew t hat 

there was evil and seLfishness 111 the i.v orid , .but he was not 

defeated by thi s fact . He gave to that charmi ng rogue 

MacGregor (who is t h e mos t e'loquent of' all Eh odes ' s char

acters) the wor ds that mi gh t have been hi s~ n credo: 

4The Confident Years, p . 585. 
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" ••• Oreeginal sin i s just merely tt f ect--no trut h at a '! 
Folks are aye grasnin • a t some r uir halfl i n f ac t and settin ' 
it up t o be the truth. It take::; at leost three trees t a 
make a r ow , and 1 t needs at least t hree f acts to make a 
truth . Mankind i s blind , foolish , and desperately wicked-
yes, t ake it from me that am an old ru:ffi n . But mankind 
is also eencurably good--wise ~nd strong and splendid and 
k1ndl-y and brave--in your time of sorrow and danger you 
.ril l r nd it so--and there ' s ~moiher ,, giatiog f act for y·ou ! ... 
With endless rain eart h would drown; " · 1 1 endless sun it 
would baa cinder: look about you n ow , see what sun and 
r a i n and evi l and good h ave wrought together, grass and 
flower and bud nnd fruit, the bonny world and the bonny 
race o ' men ! World and man , . the mac hi. e Works ! And t here ' s
the t hird f act f or you, lass i e , and t he weightiest f act. 
We . are a Going Concern: we . ay a nrofi t t o o r Owner ! ••• 5 

Rhodes bad a . assionate dislike for the sterile nh i loso-

phy of des air exuounded by so manywriters of hi s own day, 

and he had no use for ul t ra - esthetes rmd pseudo-intel.1.ec t uals 

who usually . r eached the · dogmas of defeat~6 "Have we , 11 asked 

Rhod es, "toiled twice t enty cent 1ries to be rid af i mnudent 

p riests , ar ogant aris t ocrats and i mbecile ki ng s , only to be 

-oestered by s0Dhomores? 11 7 In Stepsons of Li ght Rhodes makes 

his mos t blisteri ng a ttack upon t hese purveyors of hopeless

ness and nrealists" who snec ialize in evil . 8 "Whatsoever 

t hings are false , whatsoever t hings are dishonest, hatso

ever things a r e unjust, what soever t hings are imnure, what-

so~ver t h ings a r e of 111 report: if there b~ any vice, and 

if .t h~re be ·any sha~e--they think on these things . They 
~""'· 
' " .- ' 

gloat upon these things; they wallow in these things . 11 9 

5 lest Is West {New York , 191?), p . 19 . 
6orcutt , "Passed By Here , u p . 50 . 
? !bi d ., n . 50 . 
8Rhodes digr esses fro the s t ory line for t en pap,es 

(62-72 ) t o have h i s say th or oughly on t his subject. 
9P. 66 . 



Aga in it shoul d be empha sized that Rh r,de s was not a 

blind sentimentalist . That he kne-w man an rt society wer e 

fa r from uerfect is -na de abundantl y clea r t hrou, .. hout his 

writi ng s, a s witness t he follo i ng quotation: 

But the.re are . t hree thing$ man .·cannot do , and four 
·. which be canh ott, ~omoas s; t o see , · to think, to judge, and 

to act -.;..to see ' th-e obvious~ to t hink u , on t he thing s een; 
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to judge between our own resultant and conflicting t houghts , 
wi t h no furtive fing~r of desire to ti . the balance; and to 
act :pon, that .j;udgmen:t ... without flinch ing . We f ea r the 
final and irretr evable c 0lamity : we fear t o oake ourselves 
conspicuous, we conform to standard , we bear ourselves 
meekly in that station whereunto it hath nl ea sed Heaven to 
call us; the herd instinct survives f our-foot edness •••• our 
risest fear t he scorn of fools . So we walk cramoed and 
strangely ndl~r the t ragic t yra nny of reite r ati on: what
ever is i s right; wha t ever is repea t er'! often enough is true· 
and logic is a device for evadin the self-evident . More 
over, Carthag e should be destroyea .10 

. everthel ess Rhodes had faith i n man ' s ability to improve 

himself and hi s lot . One of his characters observe s thBt 

man is now g 11od i n eme rgenc j_ es and that when he l oa rns tha t 

"all life is emair,e cy and tremblin ' peril," t hen -111 he 

come into his own.11 

Rhodes ' s hope f or and bellef in man led hi r1 to a burn

ing hatred of injusti ce and opp ression because he knew that , 

these twin evils could only retard human p rogres s and were 

major threa ts to man ' s freedom. Rhodes was sensit1v~ t o 
! ' 

injustice not only as it affect ef1 hitp person:ally but als.o· 

as it affected mankind in genera1 ,12 and his ranc or wa s not 

lOconoer Streak Trail (Boston , 1922), p . 182 . 
11 bid ., n. 265. 
12~J. Frank Dobie ' s discussion of this point in the 

Introduction to Best Novfl ls and S or1es of Eugene Manlove 
Rhodes , np . xix-xx . 



confined to injustices of his own day . It is s i gnific~mt 

on this noi nt that Rhodes 's one venture i n to biog r a hy wa s 

a narrative deal i ng wi t h t he l j fe of t he Seventeent h Cen-
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tury Snanish adventur e r Don Die o Dionisio de Penalosa who , 

i n Rhodes 's own words , was 'first in Ameri ca t o strike a 

blow for f'ree<lor.1 t . first to a·arA the Inquisition. 1113 Rh odes 

disliked t he ?uritans because at the outset of t he witch 

tr1-als they didn ' t "load up a blunderbuss -with scrap iron 

and declare a referendum •• • • One page of t horoughly dead 

mag istrates would have stopned that foolishness . And it 

would have been t he bright est page of history . 1114 

Rhodes• s r eaction to what he considered the unfair 

c onviction of Albert Beac on Fall ha s al re~dy been discussed 

in Chap t er I . J . Frank Dobie tells us that Rh odes wanted 

to organi ze the entire We st against aspersions cast upon 

its manhood and womanhood by Stua r t 1enry .15 And t he char

acters i !"' practically all of Rhodes ' s stories wage c ons t ant 

war on the opnressions caused by ill- administered law and 

the greed of unscrupulous men . Such struggling against in

justice i s the trade- mark of t he Rhodesian hero , and perhap s 

the single best examole is Pliny Mullins ' battle against the 
· .. 

13west Is West, p . 110 . The biographical ske tch of 
Penalosa originally ap~eared as Chante r IV of W~st Is West; 
the chapter was entitled "Barnaby Bright . " It- ap pears under 
the title "?enalosa" in Best :ovels and St ori es of Eygene 
Menlove Rhode s . 

Iijwilliam A. Keleher, The Fabulous Frontier (Santa Fe, 
1945) , p . 145 . The quota tion is from a letter written by 
Rhodes in 1933. 

15Introduction to Best Novels and Stories of Eugene 
Manlove Rhodes, p . xix . 
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onDreS $iVe trea t .en t of t he s·i e .. ,0 ,.kr:rs h · t::c ruth1 ·? ss 

r::' n ~ '.)·,m e :· in Onc t~ in t hi'? :-addle . 

Tn Co11 ··1 e:r· Streak Trei l r--.hodes ' s anf· er a t t he e'Xn:!.:,ii t a -

t i on o_ the · e e k by the s troq~ i n ou r s oc i e ty boil E'd 0v~ r , 

subject ~r o~~ress ~nan~ 1n j usti c ?: 

Un0erf r d arnJ overworl; ed f o!' venert, U ons, s tE., rved :::"'rom 
birt b , · e r'!ri ve arr'! h a rry an ·"' crusr1 ther1: , t hP :,,f'a Ll i nr, .:rnd 
h.is weDlrnr snns : 'HJ r:x; lnit then . 1 ·e c1·1. d thP.!:1 i nt0 •1ur 

J"'>ney mills: ~,e oer:y t h em y01:t h , WP fpny fr.P , rest , we neny 
t he r. OD')8rtuni t y , ., e der,y t her· h0·,~ , or a ny ho·)e of hone: 
and · e "1 r cv ide for a p, e --t he ""0r:i rh'.1US e . So t hat ch a r ity i ~ 
hec01ie .. .,. all ·..rords t he mos t f ebrer:'1 , '!•Ost h ~t ed m">st 
l0::, t h~r1 r:'1'1 l'JF< t hs0•r:e; worse t han c ri r.·e 0 1· s harr.e or· de;:::th . 
'}e rk v r1 le~ t t he·,; fr'"' rn t h 0. ·.-10rk of t lrni r ha :id s fm '-,_;r:h , 
scantly eno1.1p;h , ti') kP. e ") bre::i t h .vi th in t hel r s t un'ted bncU e s . 
11 Al l th0 tre f 1 ie c a n bea :' !" --a brazen rule . (, f such s ap e 
nolj c y t 1·1e re~m i t ca ri be s e en 1~1 the -.;i zened r1::·v1 t h e un <.fo 1·
si ze(~ sur.-:--rgt?d of '. 0 r'lop : r:,f near,.,~ t h ;:rn : ,ond cm . l<a n , b:r 
not t aki r p t houpht , ha s taken a cnbit . 1 .. -,r, h is s t (! t ure . 16 

Obse r vati o JS s ch c'l S n .e :'0 re f· ')inf r'l C) not r~e;: n t ha t 

J-h od es \J/ 0 S Q., t :i ~· side of t'r 1e ( e f '."'c- iis ts i ii. li tera ture . The 

defea t ist is not ang r y t t }1€' nl i ght of ':1an b P. CaU S P. ~-, e is 

res i nadir hi s bel i ef t ha t it ca ~n ot be i ~~ r ~ved . T~i s 

descri n t ion d oes not f it hodcs . tr nl~ rien~ once re~a r ked 

of h im , 11 f·ie has t h e evenes t te!"l''e r T :1av f' e ver kn c,1;rn --be i s 

always ma~ • 1117 fhr;(1e s wes a lway s 11 mac' 11 because :ie sow '"'n all 

si~es evidence t ha t ~en \ ere not f ril il l ing t he or0rnises of 

t he democrati c d r ea m. He hel1 evr.: ' t r.a t t hi s f'ulfi l l ·11ent ·,vas 

nossi ble , an:1 hA WF.!S th e r e.fore a ,,.. f' PY et a:1vr.r-0 or a nyt h i ng 

l " wh ich 11 did violer.cfl t0 h i s f ai t h . " >-· 

16~n . 1P1 - lf4 . Th r re is c 0ns i~e r ab:y more t ~ t h is . assape . 
l ?Jrcut t , 11"assed By Here, lt "1 . 53. 
1 d .I.1212 • , n • 50 • 



It would seem, t hen , tha t while Phodes di d not add 

anything new to the body of nhilosonhic t hought, he did 

carry on an i mport ant tradi tion in Ame rican literature . 

"The n ro:ni se of Ame rica," says Brooks , "was that wha t 

ought t o be ill be . "19 The whqle bQdy .. or Rhodes •s writ-·~.--~.-- ,. 

ing was 8 demon~.tra t ion · or the .way t hil p romise rr ight wor k 

out in the lives of decent men . 

· · ·, Brooks .ih as indi<:a t E: d that faith i n the democratic 

princi pl e s declined .sharply as a 9opular lite r a ry credo 

afte r World Wa r I , and both De Voto and Dobi e have com

mented t hat this f act wa s injurious to Rhodes ' s l,iterary 

re~utation . De Voto ' s c om~ent on this p oint is part icu

larly i nteresting: 

••• t he historian must conscientiously oint out that, dur
ing the 1920 ' s when the i mu ortant nart of Rhodes ' s wor k 
was done , it was not f a s hionable in American literature to 
assert the tenets of democracy nor to affirm the dignity 
of common l i fe and the worth of native American ways and 
values . Hi s ork r an exactly counter t o the main stream 
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of fiction and criticism during t ha t museum decade, 1.1hich 
may be anot her reason why criticism i gnored it . And not 
his ficti o·· onl y . He ha ted t he disuaragement of t he ordi 
nary man and of the t merican heritage that was the current 
coin of our literature . He made vi olent war on it and its 
authors , though mostly in obscure places since there were 
few magazines, no ma gazines of discussion, tha t cared t o 
give the other side a hearing . Some of that sword- lay is 
ma nifl cent, and all of it would seem strangel y o rophet ic 
and of this moment if revived now . I t wi ll be a nleasure 
to coll ec t 1n 8 book some day and , 'toz- · t he i nstruction of 
the young , t o di splay F.h odes ' s pl ace . in t he · s mall c omoany 
of lite rary men who would not slande r Ameri ca during a time 
, hen slandering it was a highway to money, r epu ta tion, and 
t he aporoval of the elect.20 

19The Confident Years , P . 609 . 
20Introduct1 on to May .Rh odes ' s The Hired ?v:an on Horse 

~ (Bos ton, 1938 ) , p . xxxviii . 



The foregoing discus sion has established that Eugene 

Ma nlove Rhodes ' s remark thL t he was no novelist at all but 

just a teller of tales21 is at best an understatement. It 

is true that he was primarily a story tell er in tha t his 

stories treat chiefly of r omant ic and adventurous situa -

ti ons , and at the s r me ti "'e he integra t~d into h,is novels 

and stories a great amount of detail concerning everyday 

life and the busine ss of raisi ng ca ttle i n the early-day 

Southwest . And even his story situc tions and the actions 

of his characters in m st cas'?s arise out of a ttitudes and 

cha rac teristics indigenous to the Southwestern µ ioneer . 
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For these reasons Rhodes ' s writings are valuable as social 

history over and above thei r va lue a s entertaining read i ng . 

Rhodes is also !aised above the r ank of mere story 

teller by virtue of a ains t aking craftsmanship of style 

built around an eye for ·aetail , an ability to ca-p ture the 

snirit of the c~ boy v ernacular in dialogue , and a faculty 

f or choosing t he most effective word to say what he wanted 

to.say. Tt is on th e triumoh of his style t h~t all commen-

taters on Rhodes' s writings are agreed . 

Fi nally, Rh odes s acrificed i mmediate critical attention 

,· as ·,a '\.triter by re'fusing 't'o succ,umb ·:t o the"· P,~ilosophy or 
,. . . . 

despair ·which ·seemed tn ossess writefs oh ·both si de s of 

the Atlantic 1n t he _years -, followi ng World Wa r I . while 
. . ' 

Rh odes ·was far from t,e ing Pollyanna , he did bel i eve in the 

2l ~~Y Rhodes , The Hirerl Man on Horseback, p . 161 . 



dignity of man and in hi s ability to achieve a sta te of 

f r eedom and haooy living i n a community of men if gi ven 

the chance t o do so . Rhodes r eserved his wrath for the 

greedy and power- hungry men who would dominate and sup 

nr ess their fel low men and for the pes simist who , i n the 

words of Fddy Orcutt, "did violence to his faith. " In 

maintaini ng this position P.':iodes carried on in the best 

tradition of e a rli e r American wr iters ho also believed 

in the American dream of uersonal freedom and security 

for all men . 

... •• "'1 , ' 

82 
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