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INTRCDUCTION

The feeling that youth were not taking the accepted patterns
has been voiced, in varying terms, since the beginning of recorded
time. Each generation has had its own terms to indicate lack of ép-
plication, indolence or idleness, tempered in harshness according
to the economic scale from playboy through graduations to loafer.v
Other terms with more harsh implications show a negative progression
through maladjustment, anti-social, delinguent and criminal, and
indicate a range from concern to total disapproval.

Within the last quarter of a century, and particularly within
the last decads, and uneasiness has been aclmowledged in the ranks of
agencies and institutions whose avowed objectives were training of
youth that somewhere they had permitted opportunities for function=
ing to pass without having made a contribution worthy of theilr own
charters.

The secondary schools are becoming more and more inclined to
search for answers to statements that too many youth have passed
through the stages of the secondary school and have emerged without
the adjustments and improvements necessary to exist with desirable
human relationships among their contemporaries, or to give their in-
dividual contribution to the changing democracy. |

Searching inguiry into the situation gives rise to an awareness
that nothing happens without thought processes, acts, and satisfactT
lons, however unconscious, unexpressed and unrecognized they may be.,
This being assumed, it follows that some reactions of youth might be
investigated with the purpose of tracing their origin and continuity,

and of evaluating possibilities of preventive planning.




2

The case study method of assembling data has been used. This
approach to information has long been in use by welfare workers and
doctors, and schools and industries are attempting to develop it into
a usable record system. An advantage with the case stndy lies in the
fact that information available to one agency or school may be more
readily placed at the disposal of others. It may thus be of value as
a coordinating medium with educational facilities on the one hand
and social services rendered by other public and private agencies on
the other.

The four cast studies listed are taken (at random) from one hun-
dred with whom contact had been maintained over a period of years,
in some cases from infancy through grade, high school, and on into
college. Many cases followed and checked showed common problems in-
volving educational maladjustment, behavior difficulties, social in-
digency, and physical inadequacy. A pertinent fact was noted that
frequently, youth with special talent and opportunity were found to be
objects of attention and grave concern.

These case studies show that you react to the forces and situa=-
tions aréund them in such a manner that a record of previous exper-
iences is an assistance with present problems and an indication of
treatment and policies for future guidance. They also seem to imply
that the amin areas of review, the home, the school, and the community
properly geared to their respective responsibilities, might have had

techniques and procedures more adequately ready and functioning.
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CASE ONE

Herbert Bates

Herbert Bates was born November 1, 1923, the adopted son of Nr.
Mrs. Harned Bates. There were no brothers or sisters, and Herbert
had no record of emotional disturbances during his early childhood.
He had known of his adoption since he was seven years old and showed
no uncir curiosity about the matter. The Bateses lived within the
upper wage scale of coal miners, mixed little with civie groups,
and had a comfortable four roomed house, good beds and sufficient
food. Herbert had good warm clothing and was classed in the upper
group of his neighborhood. He was above the average in popularity
with other boys and was captian of a baseball team. His I. Q., as
found the year previous by the 8th grade teacher, was 110.

The first emotional disturbance on record for Herbert came at
the election of officers for the freshman class. The ballots for
president showed blonde, blue eyed Sue May Steele would be the win-
ner. Sue May was the daughter of a former mines owner, and present
real estate dealer. The ballots for vice-president revealed that
popular "Squaw" Bates had won. They did not get to the rest of the
officers that day, the sponsor found matters beyond her control.

The president=-elect amazed the class by refusing to accept the of=-
fice, stating that she did not know Herbert very well, and that she
was afraid they could not work together.

Herbert's friends were incensed and also powerful; they stamped

- their feet, howled, and booed until the sponsor called the principal
who came in and dissolved the meeting and retired for further infor-
mation.

The principal was new in the school, and was surprised, upon
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making a home visit to the Bateses to find out about the adoption.
'? . Bates‘rgcounted to him how he had found Herbert on the court
house steps as he was paésing at daybreak to do to his work at the
Strip Pit mine. The baby appeared newly born, doctors later said
he was less than one day old. The Bateses had no children, and
continued to keep Herbert. Growing attached to him, they applied
for adoption papers and completed them when.Herbert was two years
old. His nationality soon éointed to Choctaw Indianh ancestiry.
This occasioned little comment, since the mining town knew of many
more things of greater import. The Bateses, husband and wife,
chanced to be dark skinned, MNrs. Bates saying she had some Choctaw
blood; and so Herbert's dark skin never bothered him, so far as
was known, until the day of the class election. He told a near
friend afterwards that Sue VNey did not like his color.

His nickname "Squaw" had been given to him accidentally by his
parents while small, Though a boy, he had a round girlish looking
face. The name of Herbert was decided upon when he was adopted. The
teachers called him Herbert; his mother always wanted to, but she
‘could not remember to do it.

" He had been a better than average 8th grade student. He lagged
in his 9th grade year, took no interest in his subject matter, and
let his baseball team disintegrate. He prepared lessons only when
the principal made especial effort to talk to him. The principal
saw that he was growing into a rugged youth, and aﬁtempted to get
him out for football. He finally went out. The second day on the
field he whipped the bionde captain and seemed pleased that a short

fellow like him could give so much trouble to a tall athlete.



The captain later explained that it was not so much that he could
not hold his own, rather he was slow to realize he was being.whipped,
he thought it was serimmage. The captain held no malice and remarked
"Squew" was Just taling his "mad" about the election and Sue May out
on me. - The.coach told the principal that he could not use Herbert,
that he could not tolerate his veiled expression and that he would
never feel sure of what might hanpen again.

Herbert did not seem to care. He finished the school year in the
lower third of his class. The following summer he joined a Boy Scout
troop and spent a year of activity in it, winning a number of ratings.
He appeared to be normal.

His tenth grade year was no better so far as subject matter was
concerned, but he had spells of laughing and joking, and was gener-
ally accepted as he was.

The summer between his sophomore and junior years he disappeared
from a Boy Scout Camp. No word was received for three weeks, the
mountains were searched, it was feared he had wandered from camp; how-
ever, the scouts did not believe that. He wrote to‘his mother from a
wheat field in Dakota, saying he had been working, did not feel well,
and wanted to return home. A telegram hastened to call him back, but
he was unhappy. His father told the principal that it made him feel
bad becsuse "I can not seem to find out what ails Herbert.®

The Scouts seemed glad to have him home, and the matter with
them was forgotten, but the scout-master felt that tooc much publicity
had ‘been given him, and Herbert wes not encouraged to renew his

scout affiliation.



Herbert entered school at the beginning of the junior year, and
made fair grades. He joined the debate club. The "give and take!
fseemed to fit him. He was successful in several class debates and
when try-outs came for the debate team, he won a place. The district
debate came up, and his team lost. The team and school reaction was
good, they had made a fair showing. But Herbert had more at stake
than appeared on the surface, and remarked to an associate that if
it had been any other boy than he the team would have won. He said
that in the last hairbreadth rating the judges had taken into con-.
sideration the personalities of the two opposing boys, and he had
lost. Herbert was not displeasing in appearénce, & when animated
in debate he carried the audience with him.

Herbert had develbped into a short, stacky, dark Indian type,
with occasional freckles of even a darker color. He had dated a
few of the zirls of the debate team, but said the girls were all
conscious of his dark skin even when they did not want to be.

Herbert remained out of school for two years. He often had the
feeling that he wanted to return to school, and then go on to college.
He -stated that he constantly had the feeling of warding off some un-
expected blow, yet the actual fear never crystallized in his mind.
He had adopted his mother's ancestors as his own, and that seemed to
give him stability.
| By chance he attended a church social, was handed a part of the
program as an assistent. His approach to his subject was noted by
a visiting theological student who invited him to attend his univer-
sity. Herbert reaiized he could have gone with him, had he been a

high school graduate. He resolved -to.be one..



The first week of Herbert's senior yeazr he went out with the foot-
ball squad, who practice on the junior coilege campus. The buildings
that he had known were there all his life took on a new meaning to
hin. He reported that he actumllyﬂwent and lookad into the chemistry
laboratory door, and that he remarked to the coach "why don't folks
tell us sbout these things?" His attitude in class was one of quiet
enjoyment. He studied more than the rest of the class, yet found
time to play football and basketball. He refused to run for class
office, saying that he was older than mdst of them, and would not com-
pete against them. All in all, it looked as if any maladjustment that
might have entered his life had been wiped out.

At the annual alumni dance Herbert was tapped during the lady's
tag by a small blonde. He stated his emotion was a mixture of fear
and amazement. The dance closed a few seconds later. His partner had
noted his indisposition, and asked some of his friends to see if he
were ill. He later said he had a feeling of relief when he summed up
the idea that the young lady had beeﬁ able to see him, that she knew
he was of darker skin than most, and that furthermore she had not
cared. They made a date for the next week-end.

Within two weeks he made a call at the home of the young lady.
Ber parents forbade any further romance. His color and adoption were
very frankly given as reasons for their disapproval. Herbert told
this circumstance to his father who told somé of his friends. As is
frequently the case in small towns, the matter was soon a community
isubject. The verdict was in Herbert's favor, and was expressed in a
simple statement from door to door, "Herbert is good enough for any-

body." He felt a kinship with many for the first time.
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Herbert graduated from high school with a B average, and he enjoyed
the respect of the class and faculty. Wis plans to enter the junior
college in the fall were carried out. Among his subjects were typing
and terracing. He made better than averare prades during the first
semester, and in the meantime had attracted the attention of a visit-
ing supervisor from the state A. and !f. College. Student aid was ar-
ranged and Herbert made a chanze to the state school.

One of his new subjects was psychology. A senior student, with
whom he worked became interestcd in some of his reactions, especially
a seeming defense which Herbert threw up at mention of race or an-
cestry. Since they worked noar each other the senior student gained
Herbert's confidence, and induced him to relate each incident of his
life. If he forgot something, when he remembered he was to add it to
the sum total of his story. It was four months before Herbert appeared
to have few or no unexplored memories.

The senior student read his experiences in class, without iden-
tity, of course. Herbert had definitely decided that his early emo-
tions had been profoundly disturbed by an unacknowledged feeling of
shock. He now felt adjusted to his color, his place in society, and
had lost his unconscious attempt to shield himself from a thing un-
known. Before he could finish his college he was accepted for an
officer's training school, and is now Major Herbert Bates with an

unblemished record of three years of service.



CASE TWO
Lou Nelle

It was with a mixture of cooperation and defiance that Lou Nelle
held up her hand as being willing to take time to answer the items of
a questionnaire on recreation. Some individual had mailed it to- the
principal. The answers were revealing and gave much of Lou Nellefs
family situation in addition to the expressed item of recreation.

Recreation: none to speak of, for any member of the family. The
question "Do you have any games at home? If so list here" was an-
swered by the statement "We used to have a box of dominoes". Other
recreation was listed as goinz to Sunday School when clothing was suit-
ablé. Lou Nelle ﬁent on to state under "remarks" that she went to
Sunday School "if T have a dress". She listed as her dearest wish™o
take piano lessons, and be abie to play". She was allowed to try out
tunes on a banker's piano, and she kept watch over his invalid mother
from 4:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. each school day.

Dates: never had a real date, mother saild she was too young, and
where would they go and what would they do"?

Picture shows: had been answered with the statement "we can't

all go, it costs too much.

Parties: had attended two class parties in the previous years of
high school, no room for parties at home, so could.noﬁ accept invita-
tions from others.

Hikes: none, father did not approve, besides "ihat for, there is
nothing new around here", Later in a discussion of points in the ques-

tionnaire she said she should have answered that question “"Yes", be-

cause she enjoyed gathering berries, on the railroad, each year.



Club Membership: none, A~H cost too mach.

Housing: answers added to fact that Lou Nelle lived, with her
parents, four brothers and four sisters, in a two room house with a side
porch; The porch was 8 ft. wide by 14 ft. in length, bungalowed three
feet with three 1x12" boards and the top finished with feed sacks tacked
t0 2 x L's. There were two beds in one room, one in the kitchen and
two on the porch: in winter one of the porch beds was moved to the
kitchen and the dining table moved to the porch, they then ate off the
stove and kitchen table. Water was carried from a friend's open well-
in the next block. An unsanitary open toiletlhad as a door a dilscarded
screen¥door, with gunny sacks tacked overvit.

Jobs: taking care of the banker's mother five days a week, with
frequent odd jobs of caring for the children of a merchant on Saturday
while his wife clerked in the store. She volunteered the information
that the banker wished his mother would die, but still he paid her
50¢ per day and she was glad to get it. Also the old lady gave her
many good cast off suits of men's cleothing and her mother nesrly
clothed the two little boys with themn.

The face sheet of records of a child welfare worker listed the
family as father, worn out miner, thinks he has tuberculosis; mother
ﬁorried over family finances, clothing, health, education and things
in general, but still better looking than her neighbors, has pride in
her family background and speaks better English than he community'
vernacular; brothers Hansel 15, Robert 1l¥, Booth 5, and Chestef 23
and sisters Nadine 15, Nancy 10, Ellen 8, Joyce 7, and Annabelle 7.mo.

The principal stated that he had been mindful of Lou Nelle, her



position as eldest in such a large family, with scarce work and all of
them to feed, clothe, and send to school. He reported Lou Nelle's
fréshman year showed grades above average, her I.Q. was 115, at the
top of his pupil list; her grades had not beéen good the mid-term of the
present sophomore year, and her attitude was variable, sometimes good,
sometimes bad, or perhaps defiant when there was no nced for defiancs.
She was frequently noticed to be moody, especiélly since mid-term she
had been unpredictable. He was glad to discuss her situation, he
wished he had some facilities for helping all of them.

" .The time was May, 1939, immediately‘after the closing of school,
Lou Nelle answered an offer of work in a T. B. Sanitarium in the
county, received $60.00 per month, and turned #5.00 per week to the
 family. The fir;ﬁ trouble between Lou Nelle and her mother arose
over this, her mother took the position that since Lou Nelle was re-
lieved of all work at hme she should give more of hef salary. Lou
Nelle stated that she wishgd to save for-cloth@s;,books aad fees for
the cohing school year, but that she would try to divide with the
rest when the timé came. Her father asserted himself sufficiently to
say she might do this. Her mother and fathgr disagreed over this.

Lou‘Nelle did well the first semester of the junior year, she
had a nice suit, two pairs of shoes, a coat, galgshes, and a.parasol,
things she had always wished to own. She also bought a ticket for the
football season. She had attracted the attention of the young new
coach, but the superintendent discouraged them, he had the regulations
of teacher's dating pupils to think of. She had a date with a foot-
ball player from the country after a night game,‘she told him she would

like to ask him in but they had no livihg-room. He said #We can talk
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as well in the kitchen." She then asked him in but her little
brothers sat up in bed and stared, and Lou Nelle vowed she would
never bring a date home again. She never did.

Lou Nelle's moody spells returned after the first semester;
her first semsster gfades were satisfactory; she was reprimanded by '
the scienée teacher for her statement in class that she thought
"Thuman beingsfshould practice birth-control, at least the F.F.A.
boys did with their prize stock." She made no apology, and received
an F, for the six week's mark. The principal mentioned the matter to
the child welfare worlker, who made stops on her routine ftrips to the
sanitarium. She had found the young principal intefested in the human-
ity before him, and he said he seemed to be able to "do a little about
it" after discussion. An interview, with the welfare worker induced
Lou Nelle to made up her science grade. Lou Nelle finished the class
in the lower grade brackets and left the night school was out for the
sanitarium for summer work.

She didn't reach the saniterium that night. Instead she had
gone to a trade center sixty miles away, hunting work. It was not
possible to locate her. She returned two weeks later, said she had
been working in a restaurant, and would now go to the sanitarium, if
they would still accept her. They were glad to get her. She sent all
of her first month's check to the family, and they returned $4.00 for
Iihcidentals. Upon findingrthis out, the welfare worker made a home
visit and explained to the parents that Lou Nelle must have more of
kher money, despite the fact that she received room and board above
her‘salary. The father agreed. The mother thoﬁghﬁ that she should

not the $30.,00. - They finally settled upon a ¢ompromise.
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Lou Nelle returned to school for the senior year, was moody,
wont to and from school without particular companions, stayed away
- from football games, ordered no ring, or graduating invitationé, and
repulsed most attempts to confidence. She ﬁore the same general
¢lothing she had purchased for the junior year, her attitude'alter-
nated bestween defilance and "don’t‘care", with a withérawing from any
former close friends. She was always clesn in clothing as well as
person, her posture was especlally good when she was in a defiant '
mood, at which time she verged on arrogance. Several times teachers
attempted to reach her with tickets, or invitations, but to no avail.
Her sisters would manage tickets by differént means, and her brothers
ran store errands, and were able to attend most functions. The eldest
brother made an attempt to understand Lou Nelle, as indicated by a
remark after some disturbing home incident that "he wished the family
would let Lou Nelle aloné," whatever might be meant by that. She had
attended Sunday School a few times during the winter. After a church
trial, in which a member had been cited for disturbing worship, Lou
Nelle remarked, "It was interesting, but why did they do it?®

Lou Nelle, with an I. 0. of 115, graduated with the lower
members of her class. The home economics teacher remarked, 'Lou Nelle
could have led the class, had she sesn fit,.n

The child welfare worker found a home in a neighboring collegé
town where Lou Nelle could work for her room and board. With student
aid she managed to remain in college for one year; however, she gave
frequent trouble, staying out late, and loitering around soda stands.
After remaining out all night, near the end of the college term, she

had to leave her boarding place. A man acquaintance rentecd her a

R fiiaikiiomaaNOAEERER SR R
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room at a tourist camp, since there were only threec more weeks of school,

Word got to the school officials, and they asked her to drop from |
school. Despite efforts of the social worker, who was successful in
getting her reinstated in school, and the entreaties of her mother,

Lou Nelle left and went to an industrial center to work.
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CASE THREIE
Gerald Swift .
Gerald Swift was born July 2, 1922, sone of a farmer-miner. In
his community this would be understood to mean a miner who worked at
the mines in the early fall to late winter, then turned to farming the

rest of the year, verhaps mining one week out of each month, to keep

{
&

.

him in good standing with his union. The father had only three fingers

on each hand, which was the result of a queer accident while he was
shot~fire in the old powder mining days.

The immediate family was composed of the father, the mother a
semi~invalid (Gerald could never remember his mother as being complete=
ly well), and one brother, James. Gerald gave as his earliest worry
and constant fear, "That mother would have to be taken to the Univer-
sity hospital for treatment, and there would be no money". Though
no fees were charged the incidentals for such a trip were alweys a
problem. His next worry was to shield, in some manner, his father from
.his uncle who was a county commissioner, was always weli dressed, had
money and rode 6ut frequently, in his good car to give advice. The
family lived in the Shaft school district, four miles from the small-
town highschool. Gerald got to school as best he could. If he could
get away from home he could ride the bus, but it came by at seven,
and he did not always have his work done. At such times he walked
down the railroad a mile and caught rides or rode a horse, depending
upon circumstances,

First attention was called to Gerald when he became t00 agitated
and too nervous to keep up with his high school work, though apparently

eager and anxious to remain in school. Invertigation by the principal

revealed the fact that he lacked two text books, a history &n oo
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omics. 4 social worker had made plans whereby any high school student
might be furnished a text upon recommendation from the principal.

Gerals gave as his reason of not availing himself of the chance,‘~
"Are they not paid for by the county commissioners? I do not want my
Uncle Bud to criticize my father, and he wouldvif he saw my name". He
further stated that his father had given him the money, and that he
had used ‘it for his mother. He had found that he could usually get
his lessons by listening in clasgs, and an occasional glance at other
pupils! texts.

An interested social worker made inquiry at the Shaft school and
found many different opinions as to derald; he was a sisy, he was
too nervous, he was "smart in hié books", he used good English, he
naturally liked school, and he wants to be a doctor. ' ALl agreed that
it was queer that old Deck Swift would have "that kind" of a boy, mean~
ing more than they had expressed in ﬁerms of befng fine feafurod, good
looking, modest mannered as against his father's rugged appearance and
gruffness. Their combined thinking was summed up by a neighboy, "He's
always had to care for his mother, that is why'.

Yet Gerald was maladjusted as to school, play interest, normal
sports and social activities. Transferred in the same age grade group
with Gerald from Shaft school was a pupil who also transferred Gerald's
nickname of "Doctor', Boys soon learned that even if Gerald was the
physical inferior of most of them, that certain inflection on the word
was good for a fight. -This situation was recognized by the principal,
he forbade the boys to tease Gerald, and advised Gerald to "pay no atten-
tion". WNevertheless, the fights gontinued. After such ah incident in

which Gerald tore a boy's shirt, he quit school., His father needed his
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help with the spring plowins. Gerald had not made his 9th grade year.

During the following summer the postmaster heard of the matter and
went privately to Gerald,; discussed his desire for school and a medical
career, and found him & place to work for a doctor in a neighboring
town, sixteen miles distant. He could answer the telephone after
school, clean the office and car for the doctor's car. At the samoc
time he could return to high school. It was also planned to arrange
some e#tra work 80 that he would end up at the end of the year with two
yvears high school credits. He had impressed the superintendent of the
school.  His I. Q. was 120.

High grades were made the first semester, and Gerald was happy.
The doctor liked”him, and his mother's rleasure at his ovrportunity was
a stimulant to Gerazld. The usual planning for spring crops came up
soon after the second semester began. The brother, James, resented the
lack‘of Gerald's help and left home. James had not been in school for
three yéars, since he was in the 5th grade. He loafed in town nearly
every day, but was not considered a problem by his parents or the conm-
munity, he had enough education to farm. Gerald quit school and went
home. James returned home and the spring farming was done.

The summer'followihg Gerald worked in hay fields, did odd jobs,

and the family camning. During this time there was a sort of armed
truce with his brother, James. The brother would work as long as
Hefbert was at home,'but eny montion of Herbert's returning to school
brought a threat of his leaving, which aglitated their mother. This
situation left Gerald constantly in a state of nervous emotion. His

desire for school on the one hand, and fear of his mother's health

on the other.
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Just before school time, in early September, Gerald was acting a

2
guide and cook to a fishing party; which included his former high school
principal. The principal made an opportunity to discuss Gerald's problems
with him, with the result that he made a long term plan to return to
school, and to meke his eredits up over a period of time, to be planned.

Gerald remarked to his father, "The principal knew more about me
than I did." The brother remained from home only three days, and there
were no.record of further quarrels.

Gerald made his grades, over the period of two school years, was
among the high third of his class, but mixed little with the student
body.. He worked as a clerk for the principal, receiving student aid.

He was highly nervous and the social worker asserted that she thought
years of cooking and preparing hasty meals had undermined his health.
He refused a physical examination stating it would worry his mother if
she should find it out,

Gerald's mother died just after his high school graduation. His .
father told him to feel free to do the best he could with his future,
plans, but that he would be unable to assist him financially. Gerald's
world was torn up, He noted a Red Cross First 4id Class advertised, and
choose him as the one who might attend an instructor's class at the state
A. and M.‘college. While doing this he explored the colleze, and the
campus and found as he stated it, "that this is my world too", World
War II was looming. Gerald was offered his tuition and fees at a
teacher's college to teach First Aid, he worked for his room and board.
His second college year was interrupted by Officer's training, and he ié

now lst. Lt. Gerald Swift, of a U. S. Medical Corps Unit.
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CASE FOUR

Veronica

Name: Veronica Jane Briggs Age: 13% Birth Date: Feb. 1, 1927
Address: 324 S. W. 6th Sex: F.  School atbended last Sems
Parent: ILana Brisgs Tel., No,: 91 Loganville Junior High

Brotﬁers: Sisters
Names | | Ages Addresses Namesv Ages | Addresses
William o 11 Home Address Alice 17. Home Address
Ilium 9> " f Macy 15 f u

Parker 3 n 1

Father's occupation: (college nrofessor, deceased)

Mother's occupation: Teacher and housewife, businsss woman.

When the Jackson High School posted the grades for the first semes-
ter (1932-39) Veronica was onec of four freshman who had failed tb make
passing grades. In addition ﬁo the above information the principel was .
able to find that Veronica had entered Jackson High School with better
than average grades the mid-term of the previéus yvear. They were Eng:
A, Math: B, Social Studies: A, and Science: B. These approximate grades
were continued for the second semester except for English. The English
teacher reported Veronica had a better vocabulary than most in the room,
that her capacity for getting assignments was evident, but that she did
not conform. One case in point was mentioned, the class had been asked
to write a theme about an American river; when Veronicavfailed to do
the assignment she promised to bring it up, instead she came to class
with a travel folder and delighted the class with her version of an

automobile trip which her sisters had made up the St. Lawrence the pre-

vious summer. She never wrote the theme, and made a low grade.
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By interviewing Veronica the principal found that her father had
been killed in an automobile accident when she was eight years old:
and she went on to make the statement, "My first memory of my wmother
was at Daddy'!s funeral, we had always called her Lana%. Her mother had
done some teaching, the house was large, Veronica had roomed with girls
who were. working for her mother, and that she had not felt any emotion
for or against her. .She had thought of her as Illy's and Parker's moth;
er.. In this interview she mentioned that her father had taken her to
church, and that she wished he were here now, he might help her gev
her graaes rixed up.

She was nol sure her motner would help her. She did not want her
to come to school.'.She added the information, "Mother does not like my
name, it is the same as my grandmother's". (Meaning her paternal grand-
mother). She had thought of changing her name when she came to Jackson,
but had forgotten it.

The principsl had a conference with her mother, who was surprised
that Veronica had not made better grades, admittiﬁg that she had taken
her school progress for granted. With promises to apply herself, and
" to follow a careful study plan, Veronica was permitted to enroll for
the second semester; she finished in the lower middle of her class.
Many times when she was slow with work she gave as an excuse that she -
had to cook and look after the two small brothers, her mother was gone
on business.

Veronica always had good .clothes, her father had left insurange,
also, being a World War I veteran, service connected, her mother re=-

ceived a pension check and money was no special concern. Her manner

RIS S ST SRR AR
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was always courteous ard her attitude rlezsing. She was tall for her
age, and had a striking posture.

Her home was more than adequgte; geven rooms, well furnished, and
a pretty yard. However, Veronicz met mogt of her friends at the show,
she had to take the little bnrys, and too, when she had friends at home
her sisters complained that there was too much noise., Also that
Veronica thought she was old enough to talk to thelr dates. About this
time a kindly policeman told her mother that all of them, meaning the
small boys and Veronica, must get home carlier, he said since the older
girls had dates they would not matter so much.

During this suwmmer Veronica made a visit to the former home in
Lovanville. She came in late a night or ﬁwo, and ﬁhen‘or returning
one night, found the friend's door 1ocked. She knew of another friend
who was visiting,went to the house, entered and remained the rest of
the night alone. The next dsy she returned home, told her mother of
the occurrance. She was severely reprimsnded by her mother agd said,
"I shall leave home." The‘maternal orandparents were present, and were
able to settle matters more amicably.

About this time a lawsuit was settlied in Veronica's favor. At her

father's death gn insurance policy was found with the beneficiary as

Veronica Briges. Officers of the fraternal order swore that the daughter

was the intended beneficiary. (The grandmother had sued for the policy).

Veronica said, "I am sorry grandmother d4id not love me.M his week she

took the family car without permission, drove to a picture show in a

d

nd sai
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t

town ten miles distant. She was severely judged by her mother,
she wes sorry. -In a few days, after a quarrel with her sisters about
a matter of homework, she caught a ride to a eity, 50 miles away and was

gone three days. She stayed with a friend of her mother's, who let her
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mother kmow where she was.

Through family friends, on the péternal gide, she was reconciled
with her mother and sisters. Fer brothers had interceded for her.

| v.The home in Jackson was sold and the family went to live in a col-

lege town which was incidentall& the home of the paternal grandﬁother,
and an aunt.

Veronica entered the junior class in high school, her grades were
poor, she was accused of unconventional conduct, nothing really mention-
ed aloud, but whisperings. She did not go in the same coterile wiﬁh

her sisters, met friends a lot on the corner-drugstore level, and was

not too happy. Her sisters would not walk to school with her. Sometimes

she thought they were jealous of her, or did not want her around their

dates, She missed being with them, and said, "I wish my sisters under-

(03]

stood me." Her mother, at times, scolded her sisters for their neglect
of Veronica. Her brobthers were more and more dependent upon her for
meals, laundry, and comradeship. She was not supnosed to have dates,
Veronica began to work some on Saturdeys, at the dime-store. She
gave as the reason that 1t gave her some money to spend, some of her
own, that she would not have to account for. She said her mother gave

Ps D>

her less than her sisters, the boys were needing more spending money,

1 1

and she would like to work. She began to miss classes, when extra work

ga
wés offered at the dime~stors.

| A psychologist, working in cooperetion with the Dime-Store man-
ager had a conference with Veronica, listened to her extended story of

her life, and advised her to use her common sense, to view her situa-

tion objectively, if possible, and to act with a detached attitude. In

i
it
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other words, to do nothing that would impair the good that she could

.

on. Her sssets were listed: her sisters had

)

get from her famil

.t
7 UOS1U

e

both married Army officers and werc no longer in the home; she was now

Miss Bripg

[ ]
e

compatition in the living~room, for the piano, and chances
for the car and other preguisites locked more favorable.

She sﬁated she had ncver been allowed the car but one time in her
life. She interrupted the interview with the statement, "I did not
know Lana was my mother until I was nearly eorown up.® She was not
grown, that was exageration, but it did indicate that the fact of hav-
ing a mother was not an early memory.

Her responsibilities for her three smaller brothers was mentioned,
as an appeal for her to remzin satisfied at home. She exhibited a fair
attitude, stating that she loved her brothers and that they also loved

1

her. She said, "I cook for them and take them to Sunday Schooll. She
went on to add that their mother advised them all to go to Sunday
School, but that she herself was gone every Sunday, driving persons
to places -0f interest, and to traln connections in the nerby cilty,
making from $15.00 to $20.00 per week end. She again gave her reasons
for working, with the statement that food was frequently ordered over
the week-end, and the charge account was too often a matter for quarrels
and the one dollar left for incidentals from Saturday afternoon until
Sunday afternoon was a cause of disagreement between the brothers, and
‘also herself. She said, "We cannot all four see a show, have money for
Sunday School, and a coke for each of us on that amount. Thersfore, her
meney at the dime store came ir very handy.

The psychologist made it a voint to sege the mother, a vacation

was promised for all in the summer, and for a time the home, family,
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school, and work situation arpeared to be doing fairly well, at least,

no outward breaks were noted for some time. The coming vacation was

half as an inducement to all members of the family, each one was making

his or her own plans and better relationships were mzintained with the
group by Veronica,

In lieu of the promised vacation all the family started an auto-
mobile trip through the eastern states. Upon arriving in Ohio, it was
decided the car was too crowded for pleasure so Veronica was left to
care for the two swall boys while the two elder sister and brother
William continued up through Maine and down the St. Lawrence.

Veronica had now been dating with her mother's Imowledge and
approval, and apﬁeared to adjusted to her 1lth grade work. The first
rumors of the organization of a U. S. 0. were heard and Veronica was
listsed as one of the '"nice® girls who would serve from time to time
as dance pardners and in other social capacities. No actual service
at the U. S. 0. materialized until the next spring, early 1943. One
of the rules was no date making with hostesses and vice verse, but a
soldier did manage to make one with Veronica, was followgd in g short
time by the Military Police, was Tound to be a deserter, ard Veronica
wags summoned to the police court for questioning. Her mother made her
go alone saying, "the experiencs might be good for her®, and she would
not permit another soldier to make a date.

Veronica had passed the 12th grade with poor scores in every
subject, with more absences than her mother realized, and had no
part in any of the normal closing program. When asked where her texts

were a week or so later she stated she had sold them several weeks
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Eefore the school closed. She showed no regret or emotion in the
statement, or mentioned the use of the money. Her mother was getting
worried about her, asked the pastor to talk to her, but sinée she was
a regular attendant at most services he hardly knew how to see a real
problem. Four weeks after school closed Veronieca disappeared and a
casual friend reported seeing her in Corpus Christi, Texas.

A young salior had sent her the money, had made a proper proposal,
met her at the train, had proper Chaperonage,_and they were to be ’
married in a few days, he was getting a furlough, they were going to
his home in North Carolinz on a honey-moon. He did not dream that she
had not informed her mother, and advised Veronica to return home un-
til her mother gave permission. Her married sister, Macy, sent her an
invitation to visit her at an Army Camp, her mother forgave her and
again plans were made for more school this time she would be a fresh-
man in college, |

She was provided with pretty clothes, made a nice appearance,
was rushed by a popular sorority and bécame immedistely a leader in
campus activities. Instructors reported low grades and no interest,
she made only two passing grades the first semester, three the second.

Her mother and Veroniéa were now in a state of armed politness
each baffled by ﬁhe other, the little brothers were feeling the éon-'
dition, the elder brotvisr alicrnavingiy sideing with éister or mother
as the case ﬁight be. After a quarrel about canning fruit, Veronica
disappeared, stayed in a neighboring town for a week, as long as she
had funds, came to her home town, entered a friend's house who was
vacationing, was seen bj a boy acquaintance and forced to call her

mother, The friend had given her the choice, either she called or he
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did, Again she was reconciled with the family, promises made for
another college year and things seemed solved, at least temporarily.

Only five college hours weré mede during the whole year, two
days before the college closed Veronica disappeared; wired her mother
for money in Pomoma, California saying if she had enough money to
pa&‘hor.board and room for a wezsl, she could find a job.

The frantic mother wired‘$75.00 on June 4th, on June 29th
Veronica wired she was down to her last 50¢ and to send her‘$25.00.
Her mother did not know what to do, and asked for advice with these
words, "What can I do, I don't want her to think I will support her
out there, and I don't want to think tihatsomething might happen to

her for $25.00. What can I do%®
hid
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QUESTIONNAIRE :

FER CENT ADMITTING FEELINGS, ENMOTIOMNS, ACTS OR OFFENSES

HAVE YOU EVER? (Leave blr’nk unless answer is WYes",) PER CENT

1. Been conscious of parent's or guardian's disapproval? .. 100
2. Felt censured by your classmales? vevececseovreveessorss O1
2. Vished to be permitted to "go own Way"? eesececsssensese 89
4+ Been tempted to Lleave hoMe? weeiieerieecveresccncncncseee 98
5. Felt unloved by parent, brother or sister? eceeveeceveees 85
6. Felt sorry, wanted to make amends but did not? cieeveees 85
7. Been conscious of teacher's disarproval? eeeveeeececeess 80
8.  Thought "whole world" wag apgainst YOU? seecsesecrcrcecas 80
9. Thought you should be furnished more spending money? ... &0
10.  TFelt self-conscious on account of your clothes? eeceees. 79
11. Been scnsitive about family bouuan? cveecnesenacseveses B0
12. "Docided to leave home", = me time or another? ve.... 59
13. Failed in some subject o in school l1ife? veeeene 50
14. Violated, in some instencs, v TATY vl iaeeneceseees 50
15. Been conscious of comrri+ ) cssscanevss L9
16. Taken the family car . .: ‘
17. Resented hQVWnﬂ to care

18, Actually "ou¢ N 10
19. Been ﬁulltj teseesssssessensneas 30
U7 oveennscascnosassnessocasiooses 29

20. Defaced p“,“ic prooerty
21, Possessed an = » without a legel right? soeveovaves 27

22. Been the one "who started the disturbance!? v.vvivecew.. 26
23. Felt personal loss when friend's house burnad? eeevevese 25
e Damaged privete properiy? civevvisssrsossescsososnscians L0
25. Appropristed food in a caleteria? veeisvessssessesrivesns 15
26, Actually Pleft homeM"? eeiivreeecevsvssesesassnenesnovses AL
27. Placed plugs or pennies in meters? vieieivecevscessennes 9
28, Becn intoxiaated? veceevevaivssececscceassssssscscassavos 3
29. Made incorrect chanwze 0nally? veecveceninsoceeea 7
30, Turnz? in false Tire—alalm? cvececseovovsevscossoscasces 3

The .- zce of the teacher in the above gusatiomnaire is so high,

as compzi=t with the home that it 1s encoura

approval is felt to such a degros, the converse of arnroval must also

be noted. Therefore the opportunity of a school to asa i adjust-

C"‘

ments will be in the ratio of its readiness for assis

1 Environment and Lducation. Humen Development Seriss, V. I.
No. 54, March, 19.2. P. 45.
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CONCLUSICNS

We are fofced to ask if there were common factors in the lives
of the youth mentioned in the case histories? We are tempted to say
the situstions were different, that they were not acted upon by the
same forces, at the same times, nor in the same degrees. That is

admitted. The home, the school a:

3

d the community are dealing every
day with different individuals, all demanding different techniques,
and treatments,l but since this is the case there is no reason for

leaving the problem as one incapsble of solution. Rather it is the

* demand that we set up wi

0

-

home and commmity,< &

the status of zll
will be infirn

Emoti
over acts, but their
even, in some cases,

treated asccor

Lstory may run

sorable fre-

rly reac 50 an
l T 2 Y, ) o3 “ LI N l
Whitelaw, John B. The School and Its Communitv. ¥Few York.
Brockport, 1940. p.7.
2 Tbid. p.8.
3 White House Conmi'sicrce. Cnildren in 4 Democracy. Washington,

D. C. 1940, p. 3

b Tbid. p. 24.




emotional criticisﬁ lasted through adolescence and into youns man-
hood, repressing and inhibiting without his conscious understanding.
He was fortunate in his school axperience arnd in the asaimtanén of
psychology.

e .

tors in the lack of

Housing a 2 probable fact

o

adjustment in the school, community and hore Life of Lou Nelle. Her

cage history of recrsation played a positive

part in her reactions te socisty .

were able to do a difficnlt iob well in constantly bel

work with the social services available.?
X oo T o £ \1 T Fas ER wrk ad ) & ot a gy
Veronice, is an example of a youlh who had many assets, yeu
r. sm 3 - - 2 ;
garly influences” and family discord may be sald to have added to

- .

. ~ &
malad justment and delinquency.”?

Both the heterogeneity of our society and the rapid soclal

' -

changes account for nly varicgated

wnich our

homes, schools :

clue for the need

-~

allizations of our ecivilization is bthe great veristy of human o

D’)

The Schools.

l

a7

Zducational Policies Commission. Social Servicss
G g

i
N. BE. A. Washington, D. C. 19

Latimer County 1}
iversity of Otvlahomas. 1G41.

ion, Social Services arnd The Schools.

March 1942, p. 16,

9 Daily Oklahoman. Lgsays ou Delinguency. June 27, 1945
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sonalities®, 10 T personalities cannot be understood except

by their case histories. As educators, therapists and mental hy-
glenists we have to seck for general patterns as. a basis for valid
generaiizatiops.

John B. Whitelaw suggests a plan of attacks 1L

#l. The formulation of o philosophy of education to serve as the
b351c platform of action.

2+ Understanding the community through & community survey.

Je Understanding the school through a survey of the school.

dia Undergtanélng individual puﬁils through case studies of a
representative sampling of the school Oﬂrollment.

5e Formulatlng a long-term plan of action as a result of the
first four steps.

This is the plan of attack ... it will quque 1rag1natlon,
intelligence, courags, and a high degree of administrative
leadership.

10 yhitelaw, end Tz r. Wew York.

Brockport. 1940, =
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Findings or Conclusions: Thet wil - smotions and
feelings as there are individual pers
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put the school, as the one common I itution that more

has not only a responsibility to the but an’

for service very near the home.

The educational field, since it Las been given certain
of education has the obligation to call in such services in
of social work, psychiztry, health and other agencies that
erating within the community.

Also that the technique of individual case histories is a means
of continual measurement of the feelings, emotions, and maladjustments
and of leaving a record from which gernieral conclusions may be made with

k3

regard to other youth, under similar circumstances.

That while this method is not in

to advantage.

neral use, it may be employed
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