


Also of Interest

Thru Sunday, December 5 - Theater Rhinoceros presents “Jumping
the Broom” on the Main Stage, The must-see romantic comedy revue
about Lesbian and gay weddings. Info 861-5079.

Thru Sunday, December 12 - “The Well of Hominess,” in Theater
Rhino’s Studio. Holly Hughes’ delirious dyke comedy about one
housewife’s descent inte secrets, sin and her own dark desires! Call
861-5079 to reserve tickets.

Thursday, December 2 - Random Kindness and Senseless Acts of
Beauty, with authors Anne Herbert, Margaret Pavel and Mayumi Oda,
7:30 pm at GAIA Bookstore. Join in an evening of stories, musings and
reflections on the innumerable ways we create acts of beauty in our lives.

Thursday, December 2 - Literary Events at the Herbst Theatre, with
Jessica Mitford, investigative journalist and author of The American
Way of Birth, Poison Penmanship, and The American Way of Death. A
conversation with Barbara Shulgasser. Call 392-4400 for info/tickets.

Friday, December 3 thru Sunday, December 5 - Heart of Relating
for Lesbian couples and singles. A powertul weekend course on how
to create more of what you really want in your life and relationships.
For info call LoveWorks at $72-1999.

Friday, December 3 - June and Jean Millington in concert at Mama
Bear’s, 8 pm. Tickets are $10 and reservations are recommended.

Fridays and Saturdays, December 3, 4, 10, 11, 17 and 18 - Tribad
Productions presents “The 1993 Lezzie Holiday Show,” at Five
Comers Theater, corner of Western and English in Petaluma. Featuring
Scroog-ette and the Lesbian Christmas Carol, the company holiday
party and the I _eshian lover, holiday fun with other traditions and from
other countries. Tickets $10-15; kids under 10 are $5. Additional
shows on Sunday December 12 and Thursday December 16 at 2 pm.
Call 707/545-9806 for reservations.

Friday, December 3 - Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing: In the Realm of the
Diamond Queen: Marginality in an Out-of-the-Way Place. In this
highly original ethnography, Tsing challenges all those who study
culture to reconsider some of their most privileged assumptions. Her
masterful weaving of ethnography and theory will prove to be a model
for thinking and writing about gender, power, and the politics of
identity. Free at Modemn Times.

Friday, December 3 - “Hopi Prophecy,” anaward-winning 75-minute
documentary on uranium mining, nuclear testing, radioactive waste
dumping in the American Southwest. Gathering Tribes, 1308 Solano
in Albany. Thomas Banyacy, a Hopi elder and Kiyoshi Miyata,
director of the film will be present. $6-15. 510/540-7645. Also on
Saturday at New College, 777 Valencia in SF at 1 pm.

Saturday, December 4 - Tenderloin Women Writers Workshop
returns to Modern Times Bookstore for a celebration of their second
publication, Living Room. Come meet and listen to all the contributors
to this remarkable collection of poetry and fiction. Free 7:30 pm.

Saturday, December 4 - "Hothead Paisan” Martha Baer, Mabel
Maney, Ema Smith, Phil Horovitz, Nancy Boutillier, David Hawkins
and Kovick at Red Dora's Bearded Lady, 8 pmn, 485 14th (at Guerrero).
Tickets $5.

Saturday, December 4 - An Evening to Benefit Women Living with
AIDS & HIV (proceeds to WORLD, Women Organized to Respond to

Life-threatening Disease) featuring a panel of women living with HIV/ 0)
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AIDS, live music, erotic safer sex demos, and an exhibit of positive
women’s art. At the Women’s Building, 7:30 pm. Donations $5-15. °
Call 510/658-6930.

Saturday, December 4 - Mimi Fox and Alice Di Micele present jazz
and folk, and where the two meet. At the Institute for the Musical Arts
Cultural Center/Studio Retreat, 585 Salmon Creck Road, Bodega. 8
pm, $12. For information, call 707/876-3004.

Saturday, December 4 & Sunday, December 5 - Ceiebrauon of
Craftswomen, 10 am to 6 pm, Fort Mason Center, Herbst Pavilion.
Thousands of exciting gift ideas from many excellent craftswomen.
Free parking, tood, entertainment, on-site childcare, wheelchair acces-
sible. Admission $5; under 12 free.

Saturday, December 4 - GAIA Bookstore Gala Holiday Dance and
Great Festive Spirit of Gaia Auction, 8-10 pm. Celebrate the Holiday
season in festive style with live music, tasty appetizers, dancing,
comedy and community. Tickets $10-$25. Advance ticket purchase
recommended. Call 510/548-4172.

Sunday, December S - “Women’s Rights are Human Rights,” immi-
grant women at the crossroads, in recognition of Intemational Human
Rights Day. WithLeni Marin of Family Violence Prevention Fund and
Immigrant Women’s Taskforce; Maria Olea of Mujeres Unidas y
Activas; and Joy Canedaof Asian Immigrant Women Advocates. 7:30
pmatNew College, 777 Valencia. Sponsored by Prairie Fire Organiz-
ing, 330-5310.

Sunday, December 5 - “Pluto’s Fire,” the latest video by Kiyoshi
Miyata on radiation survivors in the US and Japan’s current plutonium
policy. Special slide show by Margaret Pavel; reportby Mayumi Oda,
with Claire Greensfelder and Navajo activist Esther Yazzie at Gather-
ing Tribes, 1308 Solano Avenue in Albany. Tickets $6-10. 510/540-7645.

Sunday, December 5 - Guided Jam Session with Mimi Fox, 14 pm,
Tickets $35. The Institute for Musical Arts in Bodega. Open to all
instruments; rooted in blues style playing and focusing on working with
arhythm section, solo instruments and their functions. Call 707/876-
3004 for more information.

Sunday, December 5 - The Vocolot, led by Linda Hirschhom,
performs a cappella to celebrate the Feast of Light and centuries of
Jewish experience. Sponsored by Redwood Cultural Works; 7:30 pm
at the Nile Theater, Preservation Park, 13th & MLK Way, Oakland.
Call 510/835-1445 for info.

Sunday, December 5 - A Holiday Celebration sponsored by Marin
BACW, 6 - 10 pmin The Wine Cellar at the Holiday Inn in San Rafael.
Dancing, light snacks, no hostbar, door prizes. $5 members with cards;
$8 non-members.

Monday, December 6 - LoveWorks for Single Lesbians. Enjoy afun,
interactive evening and explore new ways to be about being single,
dating and relationships with Sonika Tinker and Debra Rein of
LoveWorks. Fort Mason, room A-2, 7:00 - 9:30 pm. $10 in advance,
$15 at door. For info, call 572-1999.

Monday, December 6 - Meeting of Women Writers Group of GLOE.
The goal of the group is to provide a safe and supportive atmosphere
in which women over 50 can share their work, get feedback and
perform writing exercises to stimulate the writer’s muse. Group meets
the first and third Monday of every month, 6-8 pm at the Operation
Concem building. For more information, call Martha Courtot at 510/
649-1436 or Pat at 626-7000.
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up a Lesbian/gay periodical in a public place, or your name is on a
subscription list, or you have friends who are out enough to have done
these things. Once upon a time any of those conditions would have been
too risky for me to handle.

There was nothing specific I feared, but fear becomes a habit,
hiding becomes a way of life, pretending can be a familiar, easy routine.
By that time I had learned to reject the traditions of the heterosexual
workd, Thad ' be tanght that it would he immoral to hand down to the
baby dykes nothing but the legacies of closetand bar and secrecy. Grier
said, “It’s very bad for the future. It's extremely bad for the young
Leshians now, the 10-year olds, the 15-year olds, the ones who are 20
and lookirng to us as examples. Why not make this world a little easier
for everyone who coines after us?”’

The 10-20 year olds she was worried aboutare now 25-35 and
marching on Washington. Gay pride has made an enormous differ-
ence. Where once perhaps five percent of gay people lived out lives,
today the figure has soared. Some skip the closet altogether (“the
closet, that ridiculous place”), simply reject it as an option. Others
wriggle in and out by degree ina pattern that hasn’tchanged alot since 1978.

“Some of us live in closets part of the time, some of us live in
closets, say, 75 percent of the time and 25 percent we’re out of the
closet. We have select people to be out of the closet with. We're out
of the closet with all our gay friends, for example, and five select
heterosexual individuals that we’ve chosen throughout our lives to
decide to confer the great honor on them of telling them we’re Lesbians,
and holding very still for a few moments and looking into their eyes for
fear they’ 1l flinch, back up, turn away, reject us outright, as if it mattered. As
if it mattered a damn bit. It is the closet that is our sin and shame.”

Closets may be mandated by straight society, but closets were
also handed down to us by our gay ancestors. Just as we learned from
our families of origin nicver to question that every chiaracter on the TV
screen is straight, that “God” is male, that one congratulates a woman
who is marrying a man — from our gay families we leamed to
romanticize the shadows and to accept being herded into murky,
unprotected bars where we spent vast amounts of money drinking
enough (o think we were enjoying ourselves. “It’s the least you can do
for the cause, it’s the least you can do for your own people.”

I'm lucky to have been bormn late enough in the century that I
could taste freedom. Others, many of them older than I, have spent too
long in concentration camps of the mind. Coming out to any degree
can be terrifying for them. Iasked a friend if she was planning to attend
a candlelight vigil to encourage voters in her county to reject an anti-
gay ballot measure. She is retired, single, owns her own land, can shoot
a gun or build a house — a woman of means and of power. Without
even a second’s hesitation for thought she responded, “I can’t get my
picture in the paper!” It’s visceral, this feeling of vulnerability.

Of course, one has to consider the drawbacks of being out.
Every straight liberal wants to talk about It. Every other straight liberal
has to tell us about her old college roommate or gay male neighbor.
Non-gay therapists want to focus on The Issue. The male partners of
woman friends get weird and nasty. Adolescent boys want to kill us to
kill the homo inside themselves and teenaged girls giggle at the sight of us.

“But,” said Grier, “it is not amatter of choice any longer. I'm
not really asking you to come out of the closet, I'm telling you. You
bave to come out of the closet ... If there is a crusade in the future, the
crusade is to strengthen our numbers publicly.”

We've heeded Grier's words and it’s been a successful
crusade. So successful that the radical right is running scared. So
successful that we have made of ourselves an easy, available target.
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candlelight vigils even in the dark, but she’s gotten to the point wher $

she’ll make an anonymous call to complain about homophobia on the
radio. Could she have come those many, many miles without the
Lesbian Avengers zapping public figures? Without a gay presence ata
Republican committee meeting? Without Martina Navratilova at the
March on Washington shouting into every television setin America that
she is a Lesbian and will not hide? )

I’'mnotont in every situation. I'muotadyke of steel. ButI’ve
found that just as secrecy and dishonesty can become habits, so can
honesty and cleansing revelation. It’s great not to have to make that
decision a dozen times a day. The non-gays have the burden of conflict
now, either they accept me or they go stew about it. I'm free to deal with
the real stuff of life.

Perhaps the most persuasive argument, though, was voiced by
Grier when she said, “Have you ever thought for a minute what people
think of you if they don’t think you're Lesbians? Think about that. Do
you really want to be thought heterosexual?”

[*All quotes in this column are from a speech by Barbara Grier as it
appears in Sinister Wisdom #5, Winter 1978.]

Interview with Branka Magas on the War in Bosnia
(by Ann Menasche) - [Branka Magas was born in Croatia which was
then part of Yugoslavia. She move to London in 1961. She has
published The Destruction of Yugoslavia, tracking the country’s breakup
from 1980t0 1992. She was on tour in the Bay Area in early November.
The following is an edited version of our interview.]

Q. There has been a lot of discussion about the mass rapes taking place
in Bosnia. Rape has always been connected with war. Is it more so in
the case of Bosnia and why do you think that is?

A. The rapes in Bosnia are not only a by-product of war, they are being
used as an instrument of war. Serbia attacked Bosnia-Herzegovina in
April, 1992 with the aim of taking as much of its territory as possible.
But it wanted this territory without the non-Serb population that lived
on it and so the idea was to expel them. That was systematically done
in northern and eastern Bosnia which is overwhelmingly Muslim. To
get the population to leave, systematic terror was used. The population
was disarmed, and many were summarily executed, or taken to concen-
tration camps. And rape was part of that terror.  Also, women were
captured and put in concentration camps especially for women where
they were used as sex slaves by Serb soldiers. We have many stories
about the population fleeing and every time they came across a Serbian
militia unit, the women were systematically raped.

Q. How do these rapes differ from the everyday violence against
women?

A. There’s a tremendous difference in scale. Also, there’s no doubt that
this was carefully planned in advance. Special Serb units were created
for this purpose and these unmits were trained or induced to do
rapes...Raping women was presented to the man on the ground as part
of their patriotic duty and if that didn’t convince them, they either raped
or they were killed. So this rape became a mass, mass phenomenon.
Women of all ages were raped and there are instances of small babies
being raped- the worst case was a two month old baby...I suppose there
is a parallel between the camps the Serbs set up for women and the
brothels the Japanese troops of occupation set up in Korea. There is an
element of racism in the use of Korean women just as there is in Bosnia
with the use of mainly Muslim women. But Bosnia is the first instance
that I am aware of that rape was used as a form of systematic mass tesror
to depopulate an area.

Q. Do youssee the roots of this ethnic violence in the former Yugoslavia?

You can’t have invisibility and progress. My friend won’t go to 6 A.This violence isn’t rooted to anything else but state expansionism.
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