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Authority Control

"Access points in bibliographic 
records must be consistent and 
controlled to bring together 
materials in the catalog."

*Hoffman, G.L. (2019). Organizing Library Collections. Rowman & 
Littlefield.



Challenges early on

• Homegrown genre headings
o27 unique but outdated headings​
oNo LCSH or LC genre/form terms

• Genre heading project

oBegan Fall 2018

o Included Cataloging, Department and Public Services staff

oCompleted in 2022

oResulted in 50 total genre headings



The need for change

• Using local genre headings
• Inconsistent practices
• Removing of all access points



Authority Control Services

• Basefile Authority Control
o345,000 bibliographic records (excluding eBooks)

o ~69,000 new bibliographic records/year

• RDA Enrichment Service
oUpgrade non-RDA bibliographic records

o Lacking 040 $e rda

• Enrichment Services

• Authority Control Notification Services
oAuthority files updated quarterly



Databases to Match

• Library of Congress Name/Subject Authority File

• Library of Congress Children's Authority File

• Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms (LCGFT)



Inclusive Metadata

• Homosaurus (includes crosswalk from LCSH 
into Homoit)

• Indigenous People
oReplace "Indians" in tribal names with "people"

oAdjust "Indians of North America" as appropriate for 
Alaska Natives or First Nations to Indigenous peoples--
North America"

• Undocumented Immigrants
oChange "Illegal Aliens," "Noncitizens," or "Illegal 

Immigrants" to "Undocumented Immigrants"



Homosaurus 
record 
example



Indigenous 
Peoples example



Updates to Indigenous Peoples authorities



Enslaved persons
example



Implementation Timeline

• Profile: 3 weeks

• Records sent: Sample batch was sent in September 8-
13 and Final batch in October 19-26

• Sample bibliographic records: 5,000

• Final bibliographic and authority records: 264,080

• Upload of authority records: 6 days to complete

• Upload of bibliographic records: 3 days to complete



Lessons Learned

• Reference from a library with same ILS

• Inform IT and ILS representative

• Do not expect perfection



Questions?

kirsten.bryson@metrolibrary.org
dmcghee@metrolibrary.org

(405) 606-3552  | metrolibrary.org
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