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How are you
feeling right now?



It is natural to feel a sense of urgency
when it comes to metadata justice

THE PROBLEMS ARE MASSIVE, SYSTEMATIC, AND EVER-
GROWING

OUR WORK (OR DENIAL) AFFECTS REAL PEOPLE

DECADES OF BACKBURNERED WORK



We Will Slow Down
"If you are a tree slow growth is the key to growing

old. Growth fueled by hefty additions of excess
nitrogen from agricultural operations is

unhealthy." 

- Peter Wohlleben, The Secret Life of Trees



We Will Slow Down
"It’s supremely unhealthy, for both individuals and

organizations, to try to be in bloom all the time. Perhaps, if
we reject the capitalist drive to constantly churn out new

products and instead take a stand to support more
reflective and responsive practices, we can offer our

patrons services that are deeper, more lasting, and more
human." 

- Julia Glassman, "The Innovation Fetish and Slow
Librarianship: What Librarians Can Learn from the Juicero"



We Will Slow Down
"Our collective resting coordinated with deep traveling

within our hearts begins the process of dismantling
capitalism, white supremacy, racism, homophobia,

ableism, and patriarchy."

"There is no rush. There is no urgency. Unravel from the
lies of white supremacy culture. Rest is a meticulous love

practice." 

- Tricia Hersey, Founder of the Nap Ministry, Rest is
Resistance



How are you
feeling now?



About Me
36 year-old writer, artist, mother, and
metadata librarian

white woman

adult-diagnosed PDA autistic

directly involved in metadata justice
efforts in Oklahoma since 2020



2020 2021 2022 2023

Some Recent Metadata Justice 
Efforts in Oklahoma

Tulsa Race
Massacre (TRM)
Subject Heading
Change Proposal

TRM Heading
Accepted -

Formation of
Learning and

Working Group
on Metadata
Justice at OU

1st Metadata
Justice

Symposium at
UCO - 1st

Workshop on
Creating LCSH for

Indigenous
Topics

Some new LCSH
for Indigenous
Topics - Tribal

Nations of
Oklahoma
Metadata
Database



3 Components of a
Sustainable

Embodied Approach



Shared Labor



Progress Without
Pressure



Non-Punitive 



What Does This Look
Like in Practice?



Lucy Young

“Lassik Indians”



How can you take
one small step to
slow down in this

work?
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Thank You

bailey.hoffner@okstate.edu
https://experts.okstate.edu/bailey.hoffner
badfrench.substack.com

Thank you so much for sharing this space with
me today.

https://experts.okstate.edu/bailey.hoffner
https://badfrench.substack.com/

