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INTRODUCTION

Reporting guidelines and trial registration 
policies have been used to reduce bias and 
improve the quality of published research. 
It is unclear how well immunology and 
allergy journals adhere to the use of these 
reporting tools. Therefore, the objective of 
this study was to examine the policies of 
immunology and allergy journals 
regarding reporting guideline 
appropriation and clinical trial 
registration. 

❖ A web-engine search was performed to 
identify the top 100 immunology and allergy 
journals according to the 2021 Scopus 
CiteScore.

❖ Search returns were screened for inclusion 
criteria and data was extracted in a masked, 
duplicate manner. 

❖ Statements regarding clinical trial registration 
and the use of reporting guidelines outlined 
by the Enhancing the Quality and 
Transparency of Health Research 
(EQUATOR) were extracted from each 
journal's “Instructions for Authors” section on 
their respective websites. 

❖ Statements were recorded as “Not 
Mentioned”, “Recommended”, “Does Not 
Require”, or “Required.” 

❖ Each journal was contacted by email to 
confirm what article types are accepted. 

CONCLUSION

❖  Results indicate inconsistencies 
in the adoption of reporting 
guidelines and clinical trial 
registration policies. 

❖ Nearly half of the top 100 
immunology and allergy journals 
did not mention an EQUATOR 
statement and less than half 
required clinical trial registration. 

❖ We recommend that the editors of 
immunology and allergy journals 
encourage the use of reporting 
guidelines and clinical trial 
registration policies to improve 
transparency and mitigate the 
potential for biases. 

RESULTS

Of the 100 journals analyzed: 

❖ 54 followed recommendations by the EQUATOR 
Network. 

❖ Ninety-five journals failed to mention QUOROM. 
❖ CONSORT was recommended by 58 journals and 

required by 11. 
❖ PRISMA was required by six journals and 

recommended by 32. 
❖ 41 journals specifically required clinical trial 

registration and 24 failed to mention registration.
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Journal Guideline Report Overall, n=100

CONSORT

Does Not Require 2 (2.1%)

Does Not Mention 26 (27%)

Recommended 58 (60%)

Required 11 (11%)

ARRIVE

Does Not Require 1 (1.0%)

Does Not Mention 42 (43%)

Recommended 50 (52%)

Required 4 (4.1%)

PRISMA

Does Not Require 1 (1.0%)

Does Not Mention 61 (61%)

Recommended 32 (32%)

Required 6 (6%)

QUORUM

Does Not Require 1 (1.0%)

Does Not Mention 95 (97%)

Recommended 2 (2.0%)
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