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INTRODUCTION

Canadian County comprises an area of 891 square miles
and is located just west of the center of the State of Okla-
homa. The eastern boundry is eight miles west of Oklahoma
City. The areé began its history as a crossway for Spanish,
French, and American explorers and traders. It was a graz-
ing ground for buffaloes which were hunted by the Indians
for food and clothing and later exterminated by white men
who hunted them for commercial purposes. The Indians, whose
source of food was exhausted, were forced to accept reserva-
tions. The Cheyenne and Arapahoes received a reservation in
western Oklahoma with their Agency at Darlington, from which
place they received their issue of food and clothing.

After the slaughter of the herds of buffalo, the
prairies were utilized by herds of Texas cattle as they were
driven north to Kansas markets. The cattle drives were fol-
lowed by ranchmen who leased the land from the Indians.

The area is unique and interesting in many ways. It
was a land occupied by the Indians with white settlement for-
bidden. However, the agitation of newspapers, railroads, and
Boomers was successful in getting the land opened to settle-
ment. The opening was one of the most remarkable events of
history. By means of race, a homesteader occupied every quar-

ter section of land in six hours time, a thing which it had
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teken fifty years to do in other states. The husbandmen,
who took the place of the herdsmen, were composed of a com-
posite group of people frdm twenty-seven different states .
and were evenly distributed over the area. The settlers im-
mediately began developing their homesteads. They built
houses, broke the sod, and planted crops. Those from humid
areas practiced the type of agriculture to which they had
been accustomed. After tilling the soil for a few years, far-
mers recognized regional differences in relief, soil, and a-
vailable markets and began growing the crops best adapted to
their particular area. In so doing, there was a readjustment
in population and a gradual shifting in the size of farms.
Population tended to become more sparse and farms large where
wheat was grown while a dense population and smallef farms wes
a result in the area growing cotton. Only forty-one years have
passed since the time of settlement, yet the action of the cul-
tural forces on the edaphic forms during that period of time
has resulted in the development of six cultural areas in the
county, each having its distinct characteristics. Wheat is the
predominating crop in a major part of the county where large
well improved farms are operated by the use of power machinery.
The prosperity derived from growth of corn, alfalfa, and wheai
in the river valleys is revealed in large two story houses and
good buildings. The west central part has average size farms

on which wheat and row crops are grown. Cotton reaches its
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highest acreage in the aeolian belt. The poor people of the
southwestern part of the county grow cotton on small farms.
Oklahoma City provides an available market for vegetables and
fruits grown on small farms in the southwestern part of the
county. '

As some of the settlers who made the run were estab-
lishing themselves as farmers others, appreciating the need
for agricultural trade centers, came to build towns. As rail-
roads were constructed across the county and trunk lines de-
veloped, more towns were built. For several years there was
an interdependence of trade between the nuunerous small towns
and the immediate adjacent rural districts, The building of
good roads and the development of rapid means of transit by
automobile caused a reorientation of trade areas. El Reno's
trade sphere has slowly increased until it now exacts tribute
from the entire county. The small towns have declined nota-
bly retaining only some grocery, grain, mail, end banking
trade.

Although El1 Reno absorbs trade from all the county the
influvence of Oklahoma City's trade is felt throughout the en-
tire extent of the county.

This study is & discussion of the gradual changes of
the rural landscape of Canadian County. Thus far, this is the

first actual study of & rural landscape which has eminated from
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the dspaftmgnm of geogrephy. This study suggests & technique
and presents a method that can be applied im further studies.
The most successful plan for future interpretations of the
rural landscaepe will involve much field work. It is hoped
ih&t readers will become interested in this phase of geography,
meke similar studies of counties throughout the state, and es-
tablish a plan of study.

The leading facts derived from materisl used in the dis-
cussion of this area may be summarized as follows: (1) that
pioneering culminated in the unusual manner of settlement which
resulted in an even distribution of population over the entire
caaa#yi (2) that the action of cultural forces upon the natural
landseape has resulted in a rural scene vhose outstanding char-
acteristic is regional diversity; and (3) thet the interdepend
ence of rural districts with urban centers is shifting from
small towns to the larger centers. The conclusions drﬁwn from
this interpretation of land appropriation and development of
cultural eress could probably be extended with little modifi-
cation to include the entire area of Central Cklahoma.



CHAPTER I
THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE RURAL LANDSCAPE

During the early stages of the appropriation of the
west by white settlers, Oklahoma was a crossway for Spanish,
French, and American explorers and traders. Within! a half
century after the discovery of America, a Spanish expedition
made its way across the state in search of minerals and pre-
cious stones. Failure to find the desired treasure was not
discouraging to later expeditions as the Spanish traversed
the area frequently during the next one hundred fifty years.

The last of the Spanish were followed by the French
explorers who paddled up the rivers in canoes and establish-
ed fur trading posts here and there along the streams. The
French were friendly to the Indians for commercial reasons
and purchased furs® and buffalo hides from them.

| Soon after the purchase of Louisiana in 1803, American
explorers, traders, and freighters deemed it necessary to pass
across the country in the course of their journeys.

The early routes conformed closely to the drainage lines
and became more numerous as the years passed. The exploring

parties of lajor Stephen H. Long and Nathan Boone® traveled

Wyatt and Rainey, History of Oklshoma, (Oklahoma City, 1919) 20.
Ibid., 23

Captain Nathan Boone's Journal, Chronicles of Oklahoma, VII,
larch 1929, 97.

G20
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along the divides which were later followed by wagon trains?
from Vean Buren, Arkansas, to Sante Fe, and by gold seekers en
route to California (figure 1). Three garrisons® of retreat-
ing soldiers tramped out a dim trail in the vegetation as they
traveled northward along the ninety-eight meridian. Traders
and freighters followed the dim trail madé by the soldiers and
within a few years a line of travel was established and named
the Chisholm Trail (figure 1).

The great open country not only served as a highway for
travel but thousands of buffalo fed on the luxuriant prairie
grasses and provided a source of food for the Indians. As more
white men entered the country, they began to appreciate the eco-
nomi¢ gain that could be derived from the sale of buffalo hides.
Hunters® acquired much wealth from the sale of buffalo hides. A
few years after the slaughter of the buffalo, others engaged in
a profitable business by gathering up the bones and shipping
them to eastern marketis.

The killing of the buffalo gave impetus to the cattle in-
dustry. When the men of Texas returned home after the Civil War,
they found there had been a remarkable increase in the size of
their herds, yet they had no available markets. The Texas cat-

4 J. B. Thoburn, History and Govermment of Oklahoma,
(no title page), 39.

S Anette Blackburn Ehler, Along the Chisholm Trail,
Rock Island Magazine, Oct. 1922, 80.

6 Hatcher and Montgomery, History of Oklahoma,
(Cklahome City, 1924), 112,
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tlemen did the most natural thing and drove the herds north-
ward to the nearest railroads in Kansas.

The first herds? slowly grazed along the Texas Cattle
Trail (figure 1) in the spring of 1867. During the next few
years, herds numbering 2500 to 3500 each were dfivﬁn up Texas
Cattle Trail, Chisholm Trail, Shawnee Trail, and Vestern Cat-
tle Trail to shipping points at Abilene, Dodge City, and Cald-
well, Kansas. In 1882, 211,033 head® of cattle and 11,354
head of horses passed up the Chisholm Trail.

The extermination of the buffalo made 1t necessary for
the Plains Indians, who had dapendéd on the buffalo flesh for
food, to take reservations. The Cheyenne and Arapshoes? took
a reservation of about 4,300,000 acres bounded by the Cherokee
Outlet on the north, Texas on the west, Kiowa-Comanche reserva-
tion on.the gouth, and the Cimarron river aﬁd ninety-eighth
meridian on the east {fignfe 19). About 2000 Cheyennes and
1100 Arapahoes moved on the reservation in 1869 and their Agency

was located at Darlington.

+ B. Thoburn, El1 Beno Reno s March 22, 1928.

ggegenne Transporter July 1882.
s r 3.‘;7.\'1'12‘?@ of th.e State of Oklahoma, I,
(Chicago, 1908
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The Government intended for the Indians to practice farm-
ing and provided seedsl® and implements for their use and a far-
mer to give them instructions. At one time the Agency received
a shipmentll of over 400 plows for the use of the Indians. The
Agency and schools plowed fields, built fence, and planted corn,12
wheaet,13 oats, millet, and fruit trees. At first very few Indians
did any farming since all their supplies including food and clo-
thing were issued to them. |

After the Indian'® uprising of 1874, the Cheyennes farmed
about 150 acres of land and harvested a very good crop. In 1879,
the Cheyenne and Arapahoesls cultivated 1180 acres of land, rais-
ed 9540 bushels of corn, put up 175 tons of hﬁy eand built 180
rods of fence. _

An outbreak of the Cheyenne Indians in 1874 was subdued
when five companies of troops arrived from Fort Sill and Fort

Leavenworth. It was deemed unwise, thereafter, to leave the

10 Jessie Fremont Bender, The Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians,
(Th0518, 1930), 26. 5

1l Cheyenne Transporter, Oct 25, 1885.

12 TbId., Apr. iS, 1884, . N

13 1Ibid., June 30, 1885.

14 John H. Seger, Earl Among the Cheyenne and Arapaho

Indians, (lNorman, 2
15 Cheyenne Transporter, May 10, 1881.
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Agenny.unguarded S0 an army post16 was established just across
the river from Darlington and named Fort Reno. The garrison
numbered 300 men in 1880. Two companies were colored. The
officersl7 and their families'occnpied five sets of double
houses. _

The trader's store 0peratéd by Evans Brothers was unable
to supply freéh vegetables because of the long disﬁance from

al® and used it

market so the officers had several acres plowe
for gardens. Some of the women raised flocks of pure bred
chickens. | |

The grazing land which once supported large herds of
buffalo now provided food for herds owned by the school child~-
ren. In 1880, they were issued 1500 cattlel® and 600 cows20
were added to the herd in 1883. The government herd ranged
in a pasture six miles northwest of the Agency.

Contractorsfl who supplied beef for the weekly rations,

were permitted to graze their stock on the reservation. Cattle-

men also began pasturing their herds there. The government

16 W. B. Morrison, Oklahoma Forts, The Daily Oklahoman, July 10,
1927.

17 A. P. Jackson, QOklahoma, (Kansas City, 1335), 121

18 D. B. Dyer, Fort Reno, (New York, 1896), 52.

19 Cheyenne Trans nsporter, Aug. 25, 1880.
20 1bid., June 10, 1883,
21 E. E. Dale, Cattle Ranching in the Cheyenne and Arapaho

Reservation, Chronicles of Oklahoma, VII, 1928.
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opposed such a practice and sent soldiers to remove the cattle
but they were unable to keep the herds off the reservation. By
1882, cattle®2 were pastured in much of western Oklahoma. The
Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indians wanted to lease the land to the
ranchmen but the government refused to let them, Nevertheless,
in 1883, beef rations were reduced and the Indians®® leased 3,
117,800 acres of their land to seven cattlemen for two cents an
acre. An opposing faction of Indians caused trouble on the
range and all herds were ordered off the reservation in 1885,

The occupation of the grazing land caused others to be~
come interested in the Oklahoma country. The railroads were
the first to agitate opening the land to settlement. The free
land was discussed by newspaper articles. A group of farmers
called Boomers tried to establish colonies in the Unassigned
Lands, located in the center of modern Oklahoma (figure 19).
Each time they were arrested and sent out of the territory.

The principal occupationg‘

of the garrison at Fort Reno from
1880 to 1885 was connected with keeping the Boomers out of
Oklahoma Territory.

An enumeration of some of the attempts at colonization

22 Dpale and Buchanan, A History of Oklahoma, (Chicago,1923),178.
2% E. E. Dale, Ranching On the Cheyenne and Arapaho Reservation,
Chronicles of Oklahouna, VII, 1928, 43.
24 V. B. Morrison, Oklahoma Forts, The Daily Oklahoman,
July 10, 1927.
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would include a camp which was established near Stillwater, an-
other on the North Canadian river near the present site of Okla-
homa City and another settlement®® on the preiries southwest of

Yukon.

The following is a description given by a member of one

of the Boomer expeditions;

"Crossing®® over the divide you come
within sight of the Canadian River. The
scene is magnificent, and is greeted by the
colonists with gladness and a spontaneous
cheer that should be heard in Washington.

For miles through dense, hilly for-
ests, then you strike the rich, billowy
prairie~-indeed a beautiful meadow.

Glancing over thousands of acres
covered with tall grass and dotted with
groves, it appears the perfect counterfeit
of cultivated fields and orchards. One
can hardly persuade himself that he is not
scouring a long settled country, whose in-
habitants have suddenly disappeared, tak-
ing with them houses and barns, and leav-
ing only the rich pastures and hay-fields.
Wagon-roads, revealing the jet-black soil,
interest the deep green of graceful slopes,
where moves tall prairie-grass with wild
flowers of blue, purple, and yellow.

Streteching away as far as the eye
can reach lies a level and most beautiful
plain, covered with a thick growth of veg-
etation and fragrant flowers, nude of tim-
ber or brush, and ready for the plow, un-
til you reach the river-banks, which are
skirted with large, fine, and straight
timber, consisting of walnut, oak, ash,
beech, hackberry, hickory, etc. The soil

25 J., B. Thoburn, conversation.
26 A. P. Jackson, Oklahoma, (Kansas City, 1885), 69.
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is black and loamy, and of so arable na-
ture that two horses can plough it with
the greatest ease. It seems like a dream
to stand and view the landscape o'er.
The enchantment of the place fs inspiring.
It is Oklahoma. Here is the mecca where
the long suffering pilgrims have tended.
The whole country up and down the Canadian
River is instantly recognized by the tired
and weary home-seekers as the promised land
he so long has sought.

On the Canadian River there will be
a great wine producing country, not excell-
ed by California. There are millions of
acres that are well adapted to wine-growing,
or more than double the area of all the
vineyards of France. The mellow lines of
Longfellow are not merely the poet's faney,
but literal truth: :

"For richest and best
Are the wines of the VWest
That grow by the beautiful river"
The next generation will see the
Canadian and Red River couniry the Rhine of
America. This country will also grow fruits
of all kinds."
liany other wonderful stories were told about the region.
Some salid it was the finest and richest country in all America.
Eastern newspapers began to print long stories about Oklahoma.
Readers of the papers became intensely interested and so senti-
ment in favor of opening Oklahoma to settlement became so strong
that in the spring®7 of 1889 a rider on the Indian appropriation

bill passed and the president issued a proclamation for the open-

27 Thoburn and Holecomb, History of Oklahoma, (San Franciswo,
1908), 172.
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ing of Oklahoma Land on April 22, 1889.

People from all parts of the United States gathered
at the boundaries and waited for the appointed time. At
twelve o'cloeck noah, shots were fired as a signal for the
settlers to cross the line and take a homestead. Some made
the race by train, others in wagons or on fleet horses, while
a few made the race on foot. Oklahoma had achieved something
in one day that no other state had accomplished in a period
of less than Tifty years. ;

The Indians®® of the Cheyenne and Arapaho reservation -
took allotments of 160 acres each in 1891 and the remainder
of the land was opened to settlement on April 19, 1892. This
land opening was a duplicate of the first. The Indians were
urged to remain on their allotments throughout the day and
many of them were kind enough to advise the white man which
c¢laim was the best for him to stake.

In July, 1901, the Kiowa®9-Comanche-Wichita reserva-
tion was opened to settlement by lottery.

The pioneer settlers of Canadian County represent citi-
zens from twenty~-seven states and two foreign countries,(fig-

ure 2). The rural population was largely composed of settlers

28 Luther B. Hill, A History of the State of Oklahoma, I,
(Chicago, 1908), 296.

29 Roy Gittinger, Formation of the State of Oklahoma,
(Berkeley, 1917), 173.
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from Kansas, Texas, and Missouri, though there were many
settlers from Illinois, Kentucky, Virginia, Ohio, Arkansas,
linnesota, Colorado, and the Dakotas (figure 2).

Many changes have been made by the inhabitants leav-
ing the country and others moving in from various states.

The rural population of 1929 represents a group of agricul-
turists of somewhat different source (figure 2). Kansas,
Texas, and Missourl still rank first while New liexico, Neb-
braska, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, and foreign countries rank
second (figure 2).

The total population for 1890 was 7,158 and was very
evenly distributed with an average of 17.4 per square mile
(figure 3). If the population of the three villages, Reno
City 234, Frisco 327, and E1 Reno 546 be deducted the remain-
ing rural population has a demsity of from 10 to 15 per square
mile. These figures represent four families on each section
and might lead one to believe all families were small. How=
aver, this was not true. Some had large famillies but many
ef the homesteaders were young people or unmarried.

The rural density of population has been reoriented
to accord with variations in the quality of the land and the
intensity of its ﬁtilization. The symbols used on the maps
(figure 3) indicate the rural population density per square
mile and the changes in the population by decades. The popu-
lation data are mapped on the basis of the township unlit. An
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interpretation of causes of change in density can be given
for some localities.

The decided 1ncreése in Yukon township in 1900 was a
result of the growth of the town of Yukon. A decline is evi-
denced for the following period because Yukon was incorporated.

The inereaese in lMathewson township from 1900 to 1907
was brought about by the development of Piedmont and the in-
crease of El Reno township was probably caused the suburban
areas around E1 Reno.

From 19207 to 1910, Rock Island township shows a de-
crease. This was about the time of the beginning of increas-
ed area in farms per farmer, thus reducing the number of in-
habitants per square mile. Cement township shows an increas-
ing population per square mile because of the growth of the
Gypsum Kill west of Nemack.

From 1910 to 1920, & decresse in liathewson, Frisco,
Mustang and E1 Reno townships is shown because of larger num-
ber of acres per farm. The removal®® of the Gypsum Mills in
1913 released 65 men and their families, thus causing a de~
crease in Cement township. The increase in Darlington town-

ship was a result of the sale of a part of the Cheyenne and

30 T. H. Kassner, letter.
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Arapaho®l reservation in 1910 which was sold in 80 acre farms.

The Indian population is nearly all in the western part

of the county. It shows a slow decline.

Year Indian ' Per Cent of

Population County
1900 621 | 3.8
1910 409 1.7
1920 479 __ Rl
1929 408

On June 30, 1929, the Indian populationaa was 408.
There were 184 Indian allotments in the county but they are
not all occupied by the owners so the average number of

Indians on each allotment cannot be determined.

Negro Population
The rural negro population of the county conforms
¢closely to the poorer areas of soil (figure 4). El Reno is

the only town in the county which has negro population.

31 C. E, Bross, letter.
32 C. W. Ruckman, letter.
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Yuar:Negro Population:Per Cent of:Negroes in: Per Cent

Of County County El Reno PRural:Urban
1890 182 2.5
1900 363 2.8
1910 823 3.5 - 688 -y S
1920 614 2.8 487 SR B

Foreign Born Population

Foreign population of the county represents many
countries with Germeny first and Bohemia and Czechoslovakia
second. The Germans are well scattered throughout the
county with groups centered around Okarche and Union City
while most of the Bohemians live in the vicinity of Yukon.
The number of foreign born population is of minor imporiance
since only 4 per cent of the total population of the county

are foreign born.

Urban Population

only four towms of the county are incorporated.

City 1890 1900 1907 1910 1920 1930
El Reno 285 3383 5370 7872 7737 9739

Yukon 830 1018 1016
212 261

qou

Okarche(part of)

Geary (part of) 116 102

peqesodioou
f)
R B
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The urban population®® is inereasing by a small per

cent.
Year Total Per Cent of Total Per Cent of Inecrease
Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban
1907 14,740 5,370 73.3 26.7
1910 15,629 7,872 86.85 33.5 -6.9 46.6
1920 14,740 7,737 85.3 34.7 6 -1.7
Summary

Each successive change in the economy of this area
hraugh£ about an advance in intensity of utilization. The
highway of the Spanish and French became a field of commer-
§1a1 exploitation for the American buffalo hunters. The
extinction of the numerous herds ushered in the cattle bus-
iness and also made it necessary for the Plains Indians to
take reservations since they were deprived of their food
supply. However, the Cheyerme and Arapaho did very little
in agricultural pursuits. The pioneering ranchmen and the
agitation and repeated invasion of the "Boomers" stimulated
an interest in the Oklahoma g¢ountry. In 1889, a great crowd
of people entered in & race for homes and citizens from 27

states took farms in Canadian County. The pioneer settlers

33 United States Bureau of Census, II, (Washington, 1920)
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immediately took up the task of éonserting the distriet into
a productive agricultural area. A discussion of the climatic
conditions, edaphic forms, and the eultural influences and
their relation to the development of the rural landscape is
important. ' |

The story of the interaction of these factors will be
related in the following Chapters.



CHAPTER II
THE DEVELOPHENT OF THE RURAL LANDSCAPE

The discussion of the preceding chapter waes concern-
ed with the successive changes in the economy of the area
and the historical events which lead to the settlement of
the county. The following is an outline of the physical
make up or endowment of the county and shows how the areas

have been modified.

Climate

A weather! record was kept at the Army Post at Fort
Reno from 1883 to 1907. A station was then opened at El
Reno in 1909. Thelrecord was not maintained complete and
the E1 Reno station was discontinued in 1917, being transfer-
red to Fort Reno. A record has been kept there to the pre-
sent date. Another station was established at Geary in 1911.
Both stations record temperature, frost data, precipitation,
~and prevailing wind direction.

The mean® annual temperature is 59.7°F. with a mean
summer temperature of 79.1°F. and & mean winter temperature

of 38°F., (figure 5). The long hot sunmers® are tempered by

1 J. P. Slaughter, letter.

2 J. P. Slaughter, Climatological Data, (Oklahoma City,
1928), S6.

3 E. H.'Smias, Soil Survey of Cenadian County, Oklahoma,
(Washington, 1917), 8.
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@ breeze and the nights are nearly always c¢ool. Crops are
often damaged by the hot dry south winds. Northers, which
last from two to {ive days, oceasionally occur during the
open and dry winters. It is inconvenient for farmers to
handle livestock during the cold waves.

The rainfall? or'tho area, averaging 30.15 inches an-
nually (figure 6), is sufficient to permit the practice of
general agriculture. Three-fourths of the yearly precipita-
tion occurs during the growing season, March 28 to November
1 (figure 7).

The eyclonic rains of spring and early summer are us-
ually abundant, but the local showers of late summer and au-
tumn are not dependable for the maturing of ecrops.

A small amount of snow falls during the winter (figure
6). Snowdrifts along east and west roads sometimes block trav-

el for one or two days.

Land Form and Drainage
The surface can, in a general way, be spoken of as a
gently rolling plain. However, the differences in underlying
rock formations give rise to regional diversity of physical

4 P. C. Day, Summery of the Climatological Data for the
U. S., By Sections, Reprin& of Sec. 41, Western Okla-
homa, (washington 1920), 4.
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features. All surface formations dip® downward to the south-
west at an angle of 15 or 20 feet to the mile. As a result
the alternate layers of shale and sandstone outerop at the
surface. The inclined beds have been beveled across by e-
rosion and form & plain that is belted with parallel zones
running across the county in a northwest southeasterly direc-
tion,

The different formations have varying resistances to
erosion and produce four characteristic surface zones. The
valleys of the North and South Canadian rivers are made up
principally of alluvium®. A belt of dune sand borders the
alluvial deposits of the North Canadian river west from
Concho (figure 8).

In the northeast corner of the county the soft red
Hemnessey shale forms a gently undulating surface with an a-
verage elevation of 1180 feet above sea level (profile B,
figure 8). Excellent drainage is provided by tributeries
which flow northward and northwestward into the Cimarron
river (figure 9).

The Duncan sendstone belt extends from Okarche to
Richland and then south{figure 8). Its elevation is from
100 to 120 feet higher than the Hemnessey shale and ranges

$ W. C. Kite, Geolo gg.Kigfgiaher and Canadian County,
Bull. No. 40~--0, Eﬂorman, 8927), 8.
6 1Ibid., 6 .
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from 1200 to 1400 feet above sea level. It has wide flat
divides and broad valleys about 100 feet deep. The zone is
well drained to the Cimarron basin (figure 9).

The diagonal belt of Chickasha and Dog Creek formations
is composed of red clay, gypsum, and shale (figure 8). It has
offered greater resistance to erosion than the soft red shale
and has distinet but rather broad V-shaped valleys with smooth
narrow intervening divides. The undulating to gently rolling
surface ranges from 1300 to 1500 feet above sea level (figure
10). A greater portion of it drains to the Canadian rivers
(figure 9).

The fine red, highly eross-bedded Whitehorse sandstone’
in the southwest part of the county has an elevation of 1350
to 1600 feet (figure 10) with a more or less rolling surface.
Active erosion has cut narrow V-shaped valleys 100 to 175 feet
deep in the southwest cormer. All except about eight square
miles drains to the South Canadian river (figwre 9). These
surface zones give the county a gently sloping surface which
Trises from 1000 feet in the northeast to 1600 feet on the
west (figure 10).

The North and Sauth‘canadian rivers have cut shallow

valleys several miles in width across the county. Alluvium

7 W. C. Kite, olo of Kigfg ar nnd Cenadien County,
bull. No. iNorm 8.
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has practically filled the valleys forming gently sloping
benchlike areas along the streams (figure 8).
The dune sand belt is composed largely of aeolian
materials and has & billowy surface (figure 8). Soft water
springs flow out of the Tertiary sand hills and form the head

of small streams which flow into the North Canadien river

(figure 9).

Natural Vegetation

When the county was opened to settlement, approximate~-
ly 94 per cent of the area was prairie vegetation, 4 per cent
jack-o0ak timber and 2 per cent was tree growth limited to nar-
row stretches along streams (figure 11). Differences in na-
tive plant life were caused by variations in soil, relief,
and especially soil moisture which comes from rains during
the growing season of the grass, April, May, and June(figure 6).

This area is classed as the tall grass area but is near
the transition line between the tall and short grasses and con-
teins some of both varieties. The grass cover is composed of
short curly drought resistant buffalo grass, grama grass, mes-
quite, a variety of bunch grasses and bluestem. The latter
grew principally in valleys and has nearly all been killed by
ever pasturage.

Practically every aere of prairie land suiteble for

agricultural purposes has now been plowed. Native grasses
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are found only in pastures, on hay land, and along the road
sides. They furnish excellent pasturage and some hay for
the livestock of the county. In 1919, there® were 8,136 a-
eres of prairie grass which produced 7,729 tqnsg of hay,
part of which was cut on the militarylO reservation at Fort
Reno. The acreage had decreased to 6,702 acres in 1924.

Approximately 40 per cemtll of the black-jack ocak tim-

e Loarnd/

ber on the aeolian belt has been cleared and,.is now producing
erops. The ravines in the southwest part of the county sup~
port a growth of blaakwﬁaeéyhith considerable cedar on the
slopes. '

The nearness of the water tables to the surface along
streamways accounts for the distribution of phreatophytes.
Elm, hackberry, hickory, persimmon, china berry, and black

walnut are the most common species.

Seils
The soils of Cenadian County belong to the major soil
division called pedocala}z are lime accumulating and were

8 Oklahoma State Cngegg% 9 (washington, 1920)

$ . >ensus of Agricu (Washington, 192&), 42.

10 W. B. Morrison, Okle oma Farts. The Daily Oklashoman,

. Jaly 10, 1927.

11 E. H. Smies, Soil Survey of Canadian County, Oklahoma,
{Washington, 1917),

12 Louis A. Walfanger, Ma]ar Soil Divisions of the U.S.,
(New York, 1930), 66.

W5N 69
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developed from sandstone and shale. The county lies in the
most easterly belt of the pedocals, the blackerths.l? an
insufficient amount of rainfall has developed a dark colored
granular soil with a vegetation cover camposed-of grasses.
Lime concretions remain in the top soil when the moisture e-
vaporates at the surface. Gralins, forage c¢crops, and other
plants related to the grass family thrive best on the black-
erths. The geological structure and vegetation cover have
been used as a basis for dividing the soils of Canadian Coun-
ty into the following divisions(figure 12):
I. Hature soil.
1. Mature prairie loam and clay soil.
II. Immature soil.
1. Residual soil.
a. Hennessey Shale heavy soil belt.
b. W@itehorsa sandstone light soil.
2. Aeolian soil belt.
3. Alluvial soil.
a. Terrace soil.

b. First bottom soil.

12 Louis A. Wolfanger, Major Soil Divisions of the U.S.,
(New York, 1930), 28. :



I. Nature Soil. ;
1. Mature Prairie Loam and Clay Soil.

The matureld prairie loam and clay soil comprises a-
bout 23 per cent of the county. It consists of a brown to
dark brown loam underlain by a tough heavy clay and has a well
developed profile (figure 12), The surface soil contains a
large amount of very fine ssnd. There are spots where it is
sthcky when wet and bakes hard in uwneultivated fields, All
of it is easily worked when properly cultivated.

II. Immature Soil.
1. Residual Soil.
a. Hennessey Shale Heavy Soil Belt.

The Hennesseyl4 shale heavy soil is chocolate red loam
and clay loam underlain by lighter chocolate red clay. Some
areas ére covered by £ or 3 inches of fine sendy loam (fig-
ure 12). The greater portion of this soil occupies sloping
well drained positions in the region of undulating relief.
Locally the surface may be more abruptly sloping, and here
the type is subject to rather severe erosion.

b. Whitehorse Sandstone Light Soil.

This type of s01119 is a very fine sandy loam with a

13 E. H. Smies, A Soil Survey of Canadian County, Oklahoma,
14 Ibid., 30-34, 3940,
15 7Ibid., 27-30, 36-39.
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light chocolate red fine sandy clay subsoil (figure 12). It
is easy to handle because of the loose surface, retains mois-

ture remarkably well, and is very productive.

¢. Hustang Fine Sﬁndy Loam Soil.
The mustang fine sandy loanl® has a chocolate red color
and is underlain by a chocolate red very fine sandy clay (fig-
ure 12). The soil is easily tilled, holds moisture well, pro-

duces a good yield, and is prized for farming purposes.

2. Aeolian Soil Belt.
The surface soils'' of the aeolian coarse sand belt
are brown fine sand underlain by light brown fine sandy loam
(figure 12). The area was well covered by black-jack oak
timber. Two-thirds of it has been cleared. Farming operations

are easily carried on because of the loose texture of the soil.

3. Alluvial Soil.
a. Terrace Soil. _
The terrace alluvial soill® is composed §f materials
derived from prairie soil along the streams and deposited in
the valleys during periods of overflow (figure 12). It is

16 E. H. Smies, Soil Survey of Canadian County, Oklahoma,
(Washington, 1917), 27.

17 Ibid., 34-36.
18 ﬁa‘h: 40-149.
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brown to dark brown soil with a reddish brown subsoil. The
area is very productive. This is the best farming distriet

in the county because of the moisture content.

b. First Bottom Soil.
The steam flood plain along both sides of the rivers

is composed of recent alluvial s011%?

derived by stream wash
(figure 12). The bfowniah red surface solls merge into a
light textured subsoil. Drainage is good except during oc-
casional overflows. The area is easily cultivated and pro-
duces a good yleld.

The facts of natural endowment have been sketched and
will now proceed to show how the area has been appropriated.
The participents in the race for homes had little time to ob-
serve edaphic forms. There was a settler on every quarter sec~
tion of land. Gradually, cultural differences appeared and be~
came emphasized increasingly by the more rapid and gainful
utilization of some areas than others. There followed a re-
adjustment of density of population and a gradual shifting in
the size of farms. Forty-one years of trial of the land has

been under way and has disclosed limitations and attractions

that were unknown at first. The county, which once had

19 E. H. Smies, Soil Survey of Canadian County, Oklahoma,
(vashington, 1917), 50-58.
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similarity and simplicity in land appropriation is now divided

into six cultural areas.

Early Development

After the homesteader had taken care of all business mat-
ters pertaining to filing on his claim at the land office, he
and his family took measures to dsvelop a home. The thing most
saaenﬁinl to the welfare of the settler was a house. He lived
in the coveréd wagon until a rude one room shack or shanty
could be built. Péaple on the north side of the county haul-
ed lumber from Kingfisher, on the east side from Oklahome City,
and the others from Réno City. Some obtained cotton wood lum-
ber from saw mills which operated along the North Canadian
river. The native lumber was not best for houses since it
warped badly and was generally used for barns and sheds. Lum-
ber?0 cost $25.00 per 1000 feet. Some, who were not able to
buy lumber built dugouts or sod houses. Sheds for livestock
and chickens houses were made of sod and a few temporary®l
sod school houses were erected. A few log houses were con-
structed in the area timbered with black-jack oak.

After the house was complete, the settlers started
digging a well. MNachinery was not available and it took a

20 V. ¥, Combs, conversation.
21 ley Kidd, conversation.
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long time to dig & well by hand. Most of them measured 3 to
4 feet in diameter and from 30 to 90 feet deep, depmnding upon
their location in the gounty. The water was drawn by hand by
the pulley and bucket method. The wells also served as cool-
ers since housewives hung milk, butter, and creanm in them.

People 1iving®2 in the central part of the county haul-
ed water from Caddo Springs for domestic use until they could
dig a well. Water was hauled in barrels, either on sleds or
in wagons. This was a task that was usually left to the chil-
dren and they encountered some difficulties in performing it.
in some instances, the rumble of the barrels would frighten
the team of mules and they would run away scattering barrels and
childreh along the trail leading to the spring.

On hot sunmer days, water which had stood in a barrel
for twenty-four hours, was not very refreshing.

In late suumer, few who had herds of livestock, dqg
shallow wells in the creek bottoms in order to obtain suffi-
cient water supply for the stock.

Those who became ill received little medical attention.
The first year, the doetor23 from the Indian school made a
few calls although he was not supposed to make visites in the
country. A few of the homesteaders hed studied medicine and

22 Alme G. Smith, conversation,
23 Ibidi,
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could treat minor ailments but when children took diptheria
they were unable to cope with the diseass. Seier&l children
died. There were no cemeteries and burial was made on one
corner of the homestead. As years passed by, others of the
community were buried there, aﬁd at present those same hoﬁe—
stead corners are well cared for cemeteries.

The first Sunday schools were started in one room
shanty homes. Schoolhouses were soon built and became the
social centers as church services and educational gatherings
known as literary were held in them. Later, churches were
erected near some of the school houses. Many of those
churches have been rebuilt and are used at present, as the
social center of the rurallcommunity.

The first roads were built on every section line where
it was practicable. As need for roads increased, more sec-
tion lines were developed. In places,®? trails served as
short cuts and their abandonment was forced on travellers
by plowing®® them up or building fences across them.

The farmers?® of Rock Island township adopted the do-
nation plan and began construction of roads. They gave logs,

and stones for bridges, laboer, and paid four dollars poll tax.

24 VWm. A. Young, conversation.
25 D. P. Richardson, letter.
26 (Okarche Times, Feb. 1, 1895.
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The Rock Island railway gave a caf load of tile. Rock Island
township and the surrounding townships used their poll tax
money to purchase two car loads of 1arger-tile and road mach~
inery consisting of eight scrapers and one plow. A good sub-
stantial stone bridge was built across Uncle John's Creek.

The area327

of e¢lay soil had good roads but it was al-
most impossible to travel through the gumbo®® bottom lands of
the North Canadian in the rainy season. During that season
almost every farmer carried a large stick or post in his wa-
gon so when his wheels became clogged with gumbo, as he pass-
ed over the road leading four miles north of El Reno, he
could stop, prod the mud from between the spokes and travel
on a short distance, stop again and repeat the act.

The settlers had very little livestock. Almost every-
body owned two to four horses, or mules, or in some instances
they used oxen to till the soil. Although meny of the cattle
that were brought to the county died of Texas fever®?, nearly
every farmer had one or two cows to supply milk and butter
for the home and a few farmers had large herds. The milk was

used to make butter. The only available market for the but-
ter was at Fort Reno®? and they had no money with which to

27 A. J. Thompson, letter.

28 Alma G. Smith, conversation.
29 V¥W. F., Combs, conversation.
30 Alma G. Smith, conversation.



34
purchase it but the farmer gladly exchanged butter for coffee
and beans, which had been issued to the soldiers. At times a
family might have on hand two grain sacks full of navy beauns.
Very few hogs were kept. In 1890, there were 7,455 cattle,
5,138 swine, and 23 sheep in the county or an average of 4
cattle and 2 hogs to each farm.

The pioneers did not have time to break sod and plant
a large acreage the rirst spring. Corn was planted in every
third furrow and covered with sod. It was not cultivated.
Garden seeds were planted and some planted cowpeas. Vegeta-
bles and potatoes grew well. The potatoes were buried ia the
grqund for winter use and cabbage was made into sauer kraut.
Turnips and pumpkins were sometimes cut up and fed to the
cattle. Preairie hay was cut and stacked for winter use. A
few small fields of wheat were sown in the fall.

Yheat was the best crop in the early days. 1In the
fall of 1890, the Roek Island®} provided seed wheat to the
farmers who paid no interest but returned the same number of
bushels of wheat after threshing the next summer.

When_it came time to harvest the grain, three or fourd?
farmers banded together and bought a second-hand binder, which

31 J. B. Thoburn g_i_atog%,g_g Oklahoma, II, (New York, 1916),837.
32 W. F. Combs, ;onrersa'ian; . + y



35

had been nhipped‘in from other states by hardware men. The
binder was bought for §$140.00 on three year equal annual pay-
ment plan. All grain was stacked. A few large steam thresh-
ing outfits operated in the county. They furnished their own
outfits and fed the crew at a cook shack which employed two
cooks. The men slept in the open in summer and in the barn
or shed in fall. For years, threshing continued until the
first®® of December. Wheat averaged from 15 to 25 bushel&to
the acre and sold for 35 cents®® & bushel while oats yielded
35 bushel to the acre and sold for 25 cents®® a bushel. In
1890, seventy-five acres of wheat produced 1,182 bushels, 90
acres of oals yielded 2,224 bushels, and 1,125 acres of corn
yielded 8,795 bushels.

Cotton was grown by a few people who came from the
south. In 1890, fifteen acres of cotton produced 5 bales.

Soon after the Cheyenne and Arapaho opening, & manS7
who owned a little store in Union City and ran the posteof-
fice, received several pounds of alfalfa seed from a congress-
man. He had a claim in the western part of the county and

planted 5 acres to alfalfa, the first planted in the county.

33 S. F. Smith, conversation.
34 W. F. Combs, conversation.
32 H. J. Smith, conversation.
36 El Reno Democrat, Jan. 4, 1894.
37 W. E. Iryberger, conversation.
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In 1900, there were 694 acres of alfalfa in the county.
| Almost everyone planted vinyards and orchards of peaches,
pears, and plums.

Sometimes draughts of late summer caused crop failures
so farmers began planting a variety of crops and took up live-
stock raising. There was a gradual change in kind of farming
and the farmer found that some crops were best adapted to
soils of certain sections. Also, there were available markats
in some parts of the county that were not in others. After a
number of years of farming, the people from humid regions
found they could not grow corn on the uplands. As a resalt
there began an intensive cultivation of the crop best adapted
to their area. There is now regional diversity of crops in
the county. Six rural cultural areas have been recognized
and named according to vegetation, geological structure, or
soil formation (figure 13). They are as follows:

1. VWheat Area.
2. Bottom Lands.
a. North Canadian.
b. South Canadian.
3. Aeolian Area.
4. lustang Area.
5. Northern Dissected Area.

6. Southern Dissected Area.
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1. Wheat A}en.

The mature soil of this area is best adapted to cereals
(figure 13). The gently rolling surface permits the use of
heavy power machinery. By the use of iractors and combines,
one farmer can cultivate a large acreage. Farms range from
160 acres to 640 acres in size.

The greater portion of the area is planted to wheat,
while cotton, oats, corn, and alfalfa occupy a minor acreage.

Dairy cattle are kept on almost every farm and the
farmers sell cream. A stimulus to truck and deiry farming
was given that section of the area along the interurban line
in 1911 when farmers began shipping milk to Oklahoma City.
Milk routes have recently been organized and milk is collected
daily from a greater portion of this area. Few horseé are
kept.

This area is inhabited by prosperous farmers. Thelir
prosperity is reflected in good houses, barns, fences, roads,

machinery, trucks and automobiles.

2. Bottom Lands
The alluvial area is the best farming district in the
county (figure 13). The farms are large. The largest acreage
is planted to corn, alfalfa, and wheat since the water table
is near the surface and plants do not suffer during dry periods.

Corn yields from 40 to 60 bushel to the acre. Power machinery
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is used in handling some o: the hay. Hpg raising is practiced.
The hogs are pastured on alfalfa and fattened with cora for
marketing.
The large yield of corn and sale of alfalfa which aver-
ages 2 to 2% tons to the acre haw made theae people very pros-
perous. They have large two story houses, big barns, hay sheds,

and automobiles.

3. Aesolian Area

The average size farm of this area is 160 acres although
some are cutting up the farms into smaller acreages (figure 13).
Cotton is the prineiple product while corn and kafir corn ranks
second in acreage. Orain sorghum is grown for roughage. Fifty
acres is an average cotton farm and it takes a large family to
operate one of that size. Extra help is employed at chopping
time and at picking season. A man is employed to do all the
labor, on some farms, and the owner furnishes seed, teams, feed,
and land., The profits are then equally divided. Corn yields
about 25 bushels to the acre. Wost of it is fed to horses and
hogs. Kafir corn produces 20 to 25 bushels to the asecre. It
is used for chicken feed or ground and fed to horses. Crops
are little affected by droughts since it is easy to hold mois-
ture on sandy soil. Power machinery is not used. The land
is too sandy to operate a tractor.

A few dairy cattle are kept. There are a few flocks of
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sheep. Light draft horses are used. Nearly every farm keeps
enough hogs to supply meat for home use. Some goats are kept
in black-jack oak and underbrush, with a sparse growth of
prairie grass.

Orchards and vineyards do well but are nol numerous.
Sweet potatoes are grown for commercial purposes and thers is
one drying house in the arsa. Fifty per cent of the farmers
are tenants.

The people are not as prosperous as those of the wheat
area. The average size house is three rooms, often unpainted.
The cotton picker lives in a one room shack some distance from
the house. The barns are small. Fences are built with three
wires and black-jack posts that rot out in a few years. Very
few people have radios. There is a strip running through the
center from north to south two miles wide that has no tele-
phones., lNost farmers drive second hand cars and use tralilers

instead of trucks.

4. Yustang Area.

The farms°® of this area range from 35 to 65 acres in
gize, the latter being considered a good size farm for one
aman (figure 13). The erea has always grown some fruit and
vegetables and shipped watermelons by the car load. The

38 @G. S. Rector, conversation.
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nearness to Oklahoma City created a demend and also a market
for such products. Good transportation to the city is provi-
ded over State Highway No. 41 which is graveled.

B % 3 kind@sg of vegetables are grown. liany watermelons
are raised. JSweel potato. fields sometimes contain 50 to 70
acres. The farmers have sweet potato cellars in which to kéep
the sweet potatoes and truck them later when the merket isn't
flooded. Those who have no ¢ellars, store their potatoes for
ten cents a bushel. Carrots and turnips are planted in ten
acre fields. Carrots make an average of 100 dollars to the
acre. One farmer?® sold 500 dollars worth of carrots from
two aeres. Tomatoes are planted in 5 and 10 acre tracts.

Fruit trees do well. Vineyards and orchards of apples,
peaches, plums, and cherries are grown. Illany old orchards are
dying and few new ones are being set out.

Just outside of the vegetable and fruit zone, cotton is
grown. A 160 acre farm is usually lsased to three people.
People who come in during picking season sometimes live in
tents. They do not depend on negroes to pick cotton, since
it is easy to get sufficient cotton pickers from Oklahoma City.

The dairy industry is expanding rapidly since a milk
route from Oklahoma City ecolleets milk daily. Buildings in

39 E. J. Sterba, conversation.
40 G. S. Rector, conversation.
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this area are poorly kept and small.
The available market at Oklahome City will inerease
the intensity of land utilization. All farms will average
40 acres each and the community will be entirelj devoted to
truck farming, fruit growing, the dairy industry, and perhaps
_poultry raising will increase.

5. Northern Dissected Area.

The surface of this area is dissected by many small
creeks (figure 13)., Timber along the streams ineludes some
black-jack and cedar scattered among the other trees. luch
of the land under cultivation needs terracing badly. Erosion
on the numerous slopes has washed away a large percentage of
the top soil and many fields contain gullies several inches
deep. Approximately 50 per cent of the cultivated land is in
wheat, and the remainder is in row crops of corm, cotton, and
grain sorghums. Part of the farming is donﬁ.hy power machinery.

The area ranks as one of mediun prosperity. The houses
average three or four rooms. Most of them are unpainted. The
barns are small and poorly kept.

6. Southern Dissected Area.

Host people4l of this area occupy a farm of forty acres

41 Pred Percy, conversation.
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since they are too poor to finance the operation of a larger
farm (figure 13). six%% or eight years ago, much of the area
was planted to wheat but it was better land for cotton and
the outlay for machinery was not so large when cotton was
grown. A transient set of people enter the area in the fall
to pick cotton and camp either in tents or shenties on the
farm. In 1929, many cotton pickers came from Arkansas where
the boll weevil had taken the cotton.

Small two or three room unpainted houses are found on
most farms. A few tractors are used. Iluch land along streams
is untillable and is used for grazing or hay land where it is
not too rough.

The irregular relief has caused soil to be badly eroded.
A few people have terraced their fields.

The action of cultural forces on the edaphic forms dur-
ing forty-one years has resulted in the development of six
cultural areas, each having distinct characteristics. There
are a few factors that pertain to the county as a whole which
have had a suecession of changes, yet they do not group them-
selves under the cultural divisions. In some instances, these
modifications that have been made by men, correlate with the
diversity of physical features.

During the period of early development, the prineipal

42 I. M. Taylor, conversation.
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erops were c¢ereals and the largest acreage was in wheat. Eco-
nomi¢ attractiveness of other crops eh&ng&d.the methods of
cultivation. The various areas of the county have had a suc-
cession of crops and the farmers now prﬁctieo.at least to some
extent the growing of the c¢rop best adapted to the soil, the
one which has the most available market, and theypractice diver-
sified farming. The raising of livestock has en important place
on a majority of farms, |

The erops of the county are cereals, cotton, hay and for-
age; end vegetables. The major part'of the soil of the county
is utilized by the growing of cereals (figure 14). In 1925,
wheat'conatitﬁted 41 per cent of the total cereal crop express~
ed in bushels, oats 28 per cent, corn 27 per cent and barley |
4 per cent. _

Wheat is grown chiefly on the loam, ¢lay, and alluvial
soils yiaid&ng 20 to 25 bushels?® to the acre but the average
yield is 13 to 15 bushels,%% and it does fall as low as 6 to
10 bushels per aecre in exiremely dry years. Imn 1910, there
was a small acreage of wheat beeéaaa the green buga‘s killed
much of it early in the spring. The ground was plowed and
planted to corn or other row crops (figufo 15). Dﬁring the

43 E. H. Smies, Soil Survey of Canadian coun£ Oklahoma,
(Washington, 1917), 24. i

44 Statistices of U.S. Census Reports

45 H. Albers, conversation.
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war, all available land was planted to wheat. Since that time
there has been a decrease in acreage of wheat because of lower
price and larger acreage of cotton.

Wheat is cultivated almost exclusively by power machin-
ery. In fact, 33 patcent‘s of the farming of the county is
done by power machinery. As a result horses have declined in
number (figure 16) yet the number of mules has not declined
because there is a better prevailing price for them and they
consume less food than horses (figure 16).

Oats are grown for feeding purposes in all partis of the
county with a larger acreage on the soils well adapted to wheat.
The average yialdgganges from 20 to 35 bushels per acre. A de-
crease in acreage (figure 15) of oats was brought about by the
selling of the horses on the farm and using ef power machinery.

The largest percentage of corn is grown on the alluvial
bottom lands yielding 50 to 60 bushels*® to the ascre. The aver-
age yleld on the uplands is 18 to 24 bushels to the acre.

Corn is consumed on the farm by raeding grain to live-
stoek, chiefly hogs and beef cattle and silage to dairy cattle.
Beef cattle4? are more numerous in the north central and western

part of the county. This area correlates with the North Cana-

46 TFred Percy, County Agent, conversation.
47 E. H. Smies, Soil Survey of Canadian County, Oklahoma,
(Washington, 1917), H‘x. :
ibid., 40.

49 TFred Percy, conversation.
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dian bottom lands. The largest herds of dairy cattle, com~
posed prineipally of Holstein and Jersey, are nearest towns.
Although hogs are grown on farms throughout the county for
home supply of meat, most of them are grown on the bottom
lands and fattened with corn (figure 16). Duroec Jersey and
Poland China are the two most popular breeds.

Barlay5° is grown in the sand area as wheat for the
purpose of pasture and for feeding dairy ecattle and hogs. Win-
ter barley, which was introduced into the county in 1924-1925
gives a better pasture and a higher yield than spring barley.

On sandy land rye makes the best winter pasture of any
of the cereals. A very small portion is harvested for seed.

Cotton is a good cash crop which has been grown in the
county from the time of settlement (figure 17) but shows a
rapid increase from 3,478 balesdt in 1924 to 9,407 bales in
1928, The average production is 1/4 tol/2 bale to the acre.
The amount ginned at the various towns indicate a rather even
distribution of cotton throughout the county with more inten-
sive cultivation in the aeolian soil belt and the Whitehorse

sandstone area.

50 Fred Percy, conversation.
51 Oklahoma Crop Summery, (Oklahoma City, 1929), 208.
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Year ' Number

Ry o Town Bales Ginned®%
1928-29 2 El Reno 1,898
1928-29 1 Calumet 1,834
1928-29 3 Yukon 1,028
1928-29 1 Okarche 826
1926-27 1 Union 681
1926-87 1 Piledmont 275

46

The hay and forage crops are alfalfa, prairie hay,
grein sorghums, and a small{agogpt,or sweet clover. Some al-
Salfs grows on. the wpisnds bit the greater peré of 1% is ¥edtmed
in the bottom lands, with the North Canadien bottom lands ranke
ing first in production. The acreage was 694 in 1900 and in-
ereased to 13,661 acres in 1920 (figure 17). The average yield
is 2 to 2% tons of hay per acre. It is also utilized for pas~
turing hogs. The agreage of prairie hay has decreased from
15,549 acres in 1910 to 6,702 acres in 1925, because the land
could be utilized more profitably for agriecultural purposes
~end the use of power machinery has caused less demand for
prairie hay. With the exception. of Fort Reno reservation,
most of the prairie hay grows in the dissected area of the
vhitehorse sandstone and along streams. It averages one ton

to the acre. Sweet clover has been introduced by farmers

52 Corporation Commission, Cotton Department, Oklahoma City.
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engaged in the bee industry for commercial purposes. Its a-
creage will increase with the increase of bees. The hives
in the county numbered 19 in 1900, 396 in 1910, and 850 in
1920. Host bees are kept along the rivers where there are
wild flowers and alfalfa through the suumer.

lluch grassland along streams and on rough surface is
used for pasturing livestock. Small®® flocks of mixed breed
sheep, including Shropshire and grade llerino or western sheep,
are scattered throughout the county (figure 16). Sheep are
good property on small farms since they feed on waste products
‘such as stubhle fields, stock flelds, and weeds in the pasture.

Some goats are kept in the black-jack area (figure 16).
They serve well in cleaning the underbrush from the land.

Grain sorghums are drought resistant plants generally '
grown throughout the county as roughage for livestock. An in-
crease in the acreage of kafir and milo correlates closely
with the increase in pouliry raising; 113,539 chickens in 1900
and 253,248 in 1925.

Vegetables and potatoes are grown in all parts of the
county for home use. The average yleld of potatoes is 55 to
75 bushels per acre. The Hustang area is the only place in

the county where vegetebles are grown commercially.

53 Fred Percy, conversation.
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While the crops were passing through @& period of transi-
tion and the farmer was taking up the crop best adapted to the
soil in his area, there was going on a process\of adjustment
in size of farms. The shifting was gradual, sémo farms becom-
ing smaller and some larger. Power machinery made it possible
for fermers in the wheat area to till two, fhree, or as many
as four quarter sections.

In an area of nine square miles located four miles south
of Okarche there were originally 36 farms of 160 acres each hﬁt
now the seme area is occupied® by 23 families. The farms of
the alluvial bottom lands are increasing in acreage since one
man cen care for alfalfa, corn, and wheat grown there by the
use of machinery and some additional help during harvest.

The cotton farms of the Whitehorse sandsione area aver-
age forty acres®® each. Those in the NMustang area range from
35 to 65 acres“® since truck gardening requires much labor.

The farms of the aeolian belt tend to retain their original
area, though some farms are being cut into smaller cotton farms.

The exceptionally large farms of 1,000 acres and over,
nunbering three at present, are operated by livestock raisers

who have & combination of ranch and asgricultural farming.

§4 Angeline Cook, conversation.
55 Fred Percy, conversation.
56 G. S. Rector, conversation.
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The small tracts of three to ten acres Are located
near towns, especially E1 Reno, along the state highway and
interurban line and serve as poultry, truek, and young fzﬁit
farms.

The farmers gained in a eﬁmmareial way by growing crops
best adapted to their area and cultivating ferms of various
area, yet the growing of row crops and cultivation of slopes
increased soil srosion. The farmers were slow in recognizing
the need oi proper conservation of the soil. Some are conser-
ving the soil, soil fertility, and moisture on their farms and
preventing abandonment of land by terracing.

Approximately®? 10,000 acres on 170 farms generally dis-
tributed over the county have been terraced and many more far-
mers are becoming interested in terracing.

The pioneer farmers killed native animel and bird life
such as deen® wild turkey,59 prairie chicken,%C and quail. The
settlers finally realized their mistake in killing off all game,
especially bird life since birds eat insects and meed seed and
are & protection to the crops.

Game refuges®! which establish a resting place for the

57 TFred Perey, conversatiun¢

58 T orter June 12, 1883.
59 m ; Nov. 25, 1881; Dec. 11, 1882,
60 H. J. Smith, eonversation.

61 W. T. Hunt, Supt. of Refuges,State Game and Fish
Department, Oklahoma City.



propogation of game birds, have been located-évef the county.
Thero.are six main rafuges.conﬁiating of 8,440 acres, and five
secondary refuges covering 3,200 acres, making a total of e~
leven refuges, consisting of 11,640 acres or 18 square miles
which is two per cent of the area of the county (figure 18).

Some prairie chickens were once set free on Fort Reno
military reservation but they were never heard of ageain.

Pheasants have also been put out but best success is
obtained by releasing Bob VWhite queil.

In 1927, five bhundred seventy quaifﬂﬁoro liberated
throughout the county. Through®® the assistance of the State
Department, a total of 800 palir of Bob White quail and 60 pair
of Ring Neck phéasants have been released.

Canadian County nas chapters of the Izaak Vialton League
in Okarche, Yukon, Calumnet, Union, and El Reno, which have been
gquite active in helping to protect game and wild 1ife.

Although farmers keep many more livestock than they did
in the early period of settlement, there is an adequate supply
of water for the needs of the present population. Wells are
the source of water for use in rural and urban déistricts.

Streams, ponds, and springs fwrnish a limited supply of water.

62 El Reno Daily Democrat, March 9, 1927.
iler, letter.
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The depth of individual wells vary from 32 feet®4 on
Duncan sandstone to 119 feet on Whitehorse sendstone while
the average is the moderate depth of 61 feet.

Records of 21 wells scattered throughout the county
show that eleven wells located on Hemnessey shale, Duncan
sandstone, and Whitehorse sandstone furnish soft water, nine
wells on Chickasha and Dog Creek Blaine have hard water con-
taining a large percentage of gypsum and other mineral salts,
and one on the Duncan sandstone is salty.

llany farmers end town dwellers have cisterms in order
to keep & supply of soft water for laundry purposes.

The domestic water supply and the only dependable water
supply for livestock is obtained from wells. The old bucket
and pulley method of drawing water has been replaced by pumps
and windmills. With the exception of the area south of the
South Canadian river, 50 per canéﬁkf the farms are supplied
with windmills.

The wells supply a sufficient amount of water through-
out the year. The wells ot E1 Remo supply two million gal-
lons a day. El1 Reno's largest consumer is the Rock Island

which uses 17 to 18 million gallons per month. The wells®’

64 Chas. N. Gould, Geology and Water Resources of Oklahoma,
(washington, 1905), 117, 118,

65 Fred Percy, conversation.

66 City Water Department, E1 Reno, Oklahoma

67 El Reno American, March 22, 1928.
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of Yukon supply 140,000 gallons daily. During the construc-
tion of pavement in that city, the wells supplied 430,000
gallons daily without causing a shortage.

The need of an increased water supply-haa grown slowly
and e¢onstantly. Larger herds of livestoeck now kept on the
farm consume more water than was required the first years of
settlement. A new demand is arising in the rural districts.
In%8 1928, eight rural homes were made modern and it is possi-
ble that many more will do likewise in the next few years.

The run~off of surface water is pfesarved in small res-
ervoirs called ponds, Streams and ponds are utilized as a
water supply for livestock during the rainy seasons.

There are springs®? of soft amnd hard water in verious
parts of the county. A few springs have sufficient flow to
irrigate garden patches.

Caddo Springs at the Cheyenne and Arapaho School at
Concho is the largest spring. It appears to have been the de-
termining factor in the location of the school at that place.
It now supplies water for the 52 buildings, livestock, and
swimming pool of the school. The waste flow from the spring
forms the head of Caddo Greek. a tributary of John's Creek.

68 Fred Percy, conversation.
69 Chas. N. Gould, Geology and Water Resources of Oklahoma,
(Washington, 1905), 118.
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Summary

At the time of the opening, the county was appropriated
‘by settlers who were evenly distributed throughout the area.
After tilling the soil for a few years, farmers recognized re-
glonal differences in relief, soil and evailable merkets and
began growing the crops best adapted to their particular area.
There followed a readjustment in population and a slow and .
gradual shifting in the size of farms. The action of cultural
forces on edaphic forms during forty-one years has resulted
in the development of six cultural areas, each having distinect
characteristics.

The construection of trunk lines leading into E1 Reno
exhanced intensive utilization in the zone of interpenetration
between the rural area and the urben center.

Canadian County is rural &ﬁﬁ;ﬁ?f%géontinne to be an
agricultural distriect. Intensity of land utilization will in-
crease due to the trade influence of Oklahoma City. Some areas,
especially the wheat distriect, will engage in greater diversity

of crops.
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CHAPTER 111
URBAN ELEMENTS IN THE RURAL LANDSCAPE

Although the Indians who were located on the Cheyenne
and Arapaho reservation did almost nothing to develop the
great prairie plains agriculturally, they were directly re-
sponsible for the somewhat intensive utilization of the land
occupied by and immediately surrounding their permanent A-
gency, Darlington, which was located at the crossing of the
North Fork of the Canadian river by the Chisholm Trail. This
in turn lead to the utilization of some of the natural re-
sources for the purpose of improving the Agency. A sawmilll
was constructed on the south side of the river. Employees
houses were built from the native lumber. Brick and lime®
were also burned in kilns and used about the Agency.

The first houses had from one to three or four rooms
and were built along a street which ran parallel to'the north
bank of the river. The rough cotton-wood lumber was green
and shrank badly so that the houses were open and very cold
in winter.

Darlington was different in function from most of the

1 John H. Seger, Early Days Among the Cheyenne and Arapaho
Indians, (Normaen, 1923), 5.
2 Cheyenne Transporter, Sept. 11, 1882.
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early towns of Oklahoma in that it was primerily a supply
station and distributing point for the Indians of the entire
reservation from 1870 to 1882. Every lMonday morning, Indians,
some of whom lived in tepees within a mile or so of the Agency
came in to receive their rations of coffee, sugar, flour, ete¢.,
at the commissary and their issue of beef at the corral, which
was located across the river, two miles and a half from the
Agency.

After® the issue of 150 to 200 beeves, the camp was a
busy scene since most of the Indians brought their tepees and
stayed for a day or two., Poles were arranged oulside of every
tepee and the squaws hung the beef on them to dry.

Each spring, the employees of the Agency went out and
gave the Indians instruction and assistance in farming. After
three years, the Agent decided that the best way to educate
the Indians in the methods of agriculture would be to put the
children in achools so that they might teach their parents
farming and stock raising. Schools were organized and the
childrén from the reservation were brought together at Derling-
ton. The first schoolhauso‘ was & shack made from cotton-wood
lumber. It had no blackboard and was furnished with two tables

and a few benches. The parents objected to having children of

D. B. Dyer, Fort Reno, (New York, 1896), 164.

John H. Seger, Larly bDays Among the Cheyenne and Arapaho
Indians, (Norman, 15235,

& O
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the two tribes attend school in the same room so the Cheyenne
children were moved into another building.
| The children came to sghool im the morming and return-.
ed to their tepees in the evening. This plan proved very un-
satisfactory since parents took their children and went on
buffalo hunts about twosthirds of the time.

The irregular attendance led to the establishment of
boarding schools:. The Arapaho uission®, surrounded by a two
acre grove of cotton=wood trees, was a large two-story frame
building with acccmodetions for thirty~five children and later
was enlarged to aceomodate 120 childrem. The lMennonite liis-
sion® was a three~story building with a basement and wes one= :
half mile north of the Arapaho mission. The Cheyenne’! school
was situated theee miles north of Derlington in a commodious
three-story frame bullding and its water supply was obtained
from Caddo Springs.

Camp Indians® came in to Darlington to Sunday Sehool
and church at the Arapaho and liennonite missions.

Darlington was also of importance as a trade center.
The eattlemen who drove Texas herds north patronized the trad-
ers' stores and the ranchmen on the Cheyenne and Arapaho reser-

)

The Cheyenne Transporter, Nov. 10, 1880.
Tbid., Hov. 10, 1861, g
L .'_ * 9 H”“: 10. lmﬁ 3
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vation used Darlington as a regular meeting place to plan
spring and fall roundups, to transact cattle business, to re-
plenish their supplies, and were often patroms of the hotel
during c¢old snaps (figure 19). In fact, some of the families
of ranchmen lived in Darlington. Seventy=-one ranchmen used
the Cheyenne Transporter to advertise their brands. Since it
was the only paper published within a radius of 100 miles, it
had upwards of 800 subscriptions and circulated among many
rannhaag of the territory, even down across the Texas line.

Traders and trovellers iho passed through Derlington
patronized the stores, hotels, and feed stores.

41110 goods received at Derlington amnd the Fort were
transported by freighters from Wichita, 165 miles, Arkansas
City, 130 miles, and Caldwell, 110 miles until 1887 when sup-
plies were freighted from Oklahoma station at the site of mod-
ern Oklahoma City after the construction of the Sante Ie rail-
road. Individual freighters, some of whom used oxen;l, were
almost entirely replaced by the Cheyenne and Arapaho Transpor-
tation Company'® which hauled freight for the nominal sum of
one dollar and fifty cents per 100 pounds. It was safer and
more certain to travel in caravans of 25 to 75 wagons.l®

The development of stage lines over which passengers,

06 thﬁpnnﬁ ~ansporter, Dec. 11, 1882.
OV. ']

' -o. - O .
11 Gh%m Transporter, I 1881.
12 l 1 .3 Hﬂ-y y - 8 - i

13 Ibid., Sept. 10, 1880,
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mail, and express were conveyed ceused Darlingiton to inerease
in importance as a crossroad town since three trails intersec-
ted there. Buckboardsl4 and hacks ran from Darlington, west
to Fort Elliott, Texas, by way of Camp Supply three days each
week and daily trips were mdde north to Wichita, Kensas, south
to Fort Sill, and east!® to the oOklshoma station at the site
of modern Oklahoma City.

When the Indians took allotments in 1891 and rations
were no longer issued to them, Derlington ceased to be a dis-
Arituting point snd rapidly decisned, In 1910, the siheel’®
was consolidated with the Cheyenne sehool at Concho and the
old Agency, including 640 acres of land was sold to the Mason-
ie Fraternity of the State of Oklshome, who maintained a home
for orphans until 1928. The buildings were then purchased
by the State and served as a home for drug addicts from 19283
to 1925. Since thet time, it has been abendoned and the brick
buildings are slowly going to ruin.

The excited throng of pioneers, that gathered at the
boundery line of the Ckleshoma country and waited for the fir-
ing of the shot to start the race on April 28, 1889, was made
up of two groups of settlers, who made the race side by side.

14 Cheyenne Trausporter, Aug. 25, 1880.

15 A ?fansnr ‘oad Agent, Chronicles of Oklshoma, II,
(1224), 51.

16 C. W. Ruckman, letter.




The objeet of one group, composed of farmers, wes to take &
homestead and develop the agricultural industry while the
objective of the other group made up of merchants, bankers,
and professional men, was to stake a lot and open a shop in
& rough board shanty and develop the commercial life of the
community.

lien choosing to settle in Canadian County, staked and
platted the townsite of Reno city17 a few miles from Darling-
ton and Fort Reno. This was thought to be an ideal loecation
for a crossroads town since two railroad surveysi®, one to
run north and south and the other east and west, intersected
at this point.

Buildingl® material, provisions, tents, and merchandise
were traansported to the new town by wagon trains. Curb lines
were marked by sod furrows and the streets were lined with
stores, saloons, and shacks.

The arrival of spring rains changed the appearance of
the to;nm Herchents plodded to and from their business through
the gumbo mud and farmers came to town for supplies only when
absclute necessity demanded. More shacks and store buildings
were erected and Reno City contimmed to grow in spite of the

17 Clyde Husgrove, Oklshoma City Times, April 22, 1929.
18 . P. Combs, econversation.
19 Clyde Musgrove, Oklahoma City Times, April 22, 1929,
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mud, mosquitoes, end regardless of ithe fact that the rural
population was very poor and had little money with which to
purchase even coarse food and the poorest guality of cloth~-
ing. VWhen the town was at its height and one year old, it
hed & population®0 of about 1000 and the business houses
consisted of two grocery stores, one bank, & lumber yard,
two dry goods stores, @ blacksmith shop, and sixteen saloons.
These supplied the town and patrons of the rural distriet as
far as the limits of the county on the north and south and
only five miles to the east since trade in that directiaﬁ
was shared with Frisco.

Frisco®t commenced its formal existence two weeks after
the opening of the territory. It was founded as a coloniza-
tion project by sixty veterans of the Civil War. The site
that they had chosen for their proposed colony was taken by
one who made greater speed in the eourse of the race thenm the
veterans, 50 & new site was chosen two miles south and one
mile east of present Richland. Frisco grew rapidly and threat-
ened to surpass Reno City. It once commanded the attention
of all of Oklahome Territory and ranked as an aspirant for
the state gapitoi even though its population number0622 only
327 in 1890

20 wi ¥, Combs, conversation.
21 El Reno American, March 28, 1928, 6.
22 United States Census, 1890. ;
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The farmers of this area, like those of Reno City,
were very poor and had grown only a small smount of corn and
vegetables and had nothing to market, yel the rural trade
from five miles west and twelve to fifteen miles in all other
directions, provided ample business for the grocery store,
department store, and four saloons.

while Reno City and Frisco were becoming well estabe
.lishad in & commercial way, the Rock Island railroad was
punhing southward as a friend of the homesteaders and glv-
ing opportunity for new towns. The line was completed to
HMinco, Oklahoma, which remained the terminus until 1892,
and the first train erossed Canadian County on February 14,
1890, thus relieving the freighters of their long journey
along the @hisholm Treil. The routing of the railroad had
failed to conform to the original survey and the Rock Island
ran almost two miles west of Reno City.

The completion of the Choctaw railroad connected the
Rock Islend with Oklahoma City and made the new village of
El Reno a erossroads town when it was only a few months old.
The Choctaw railwsy also gave impetus to a new town named
Yukon, which was three miles suuth and one east of Frisco.

The peculiar curve in the railroad north of El Reno
accounts for the location of El Reno. It was made when the

construction company, at three miles south of Kingfisher,



62

diverted southwest of the original survey following the
Chisholm Trail and ran their line across into the Cheyenne
and Arapaho reservation,2® assuming it was government 1ahd
and they could take possession of it; When they reached
Concho they had plammed to direct their route up the drew
east of the buildings and would have destroyed the spring.
which furnished the water supply for the school. The offi-
cials of Conecho ¢alled the troops and they ordered all oper-
ations to cease. The Federal Court then granted the rail-
road permission to direet thelr line west of Concho, which
necessitated making a deep cut, and then they were to curve
east and eross the ninety-eighth meridian as soon as possi-
ble. They had planned to go through Darlington snd Fort
Reno but the new routing esused the railroad to miss both.

The place where the Rock Island crossed the ninety-
eighth meridian, leaving government land, is the first place
in the county where there gould be a town on the railroad.
A camp, composed of a few tenis, some shacks, and & box ecar
which was th§ original depot, sprang up and was named E1 Reno.
stores®4, restuaranis, and saloons were built along the bus-
iness avenues. El Reno immediately became a rival town of

Reno City.

23 V. E. Fryberger, conversation.
24 Clyde Musgrove, Oklahoma City Times, April 22, 1929.
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The rains continued and Renc City beceme an impassable
bog, but Bl Reno was on land of a higher elevation and freight-
ers supplied the town with lumber and provisions. Some people
of Reno City took lots in the new town and waited for further
developments. lMeny oceupants of Remo City began moving family,
bﬁsinasu, and buildings to El Reno. Illembers of the opposing |
faction took destructive measures to prevent Reno City moving
to the reilroad bul sentiment gradually changed and El Reno
was recognized as the real town.

At present, the site of the once flourlishing town of
Reno City is an elfalfa field and its memory lingers only in
the neme of a nearby ecountry school.

The Rock Island railroad built a depot at Union City
and the original Union, which was one-f&urth mile west of the
railroad track, mqved-to the present townsite. The town of |
250 to 350 had a rather small rural area irom which to draw
trade since the area across the South Canadian river was un-
settled (figure 20).

Frisco and E1 Reno both recognized the gain to be de~
rived by obtaining the location of the county seat. On the
election day Nareh 17, 1891, Reno City supported FriseoZS
but E1 Reno voted soldiers from Fort Reno and members of the

25 El Reno American, March 22, 1928, 6.
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railway construction crew. Irisco received the most votes
but El1 Reno won the county seat by a court decision. Since
El Reno was a crossroads town and the political center of
the county, it was destined to become the largest town of
the county.

Following the loss of the county seat fight and the
completion of the Choctaw railroed, Frisco began to fade a-
way. Most of Frisco moved to Yukon and the latter town wes
now assured of a somewhat extensive growth with its rather
large rurel tributary area.

The opening of the Cheyenne and Arapaho reservation
in 1892 brought ebout the founding of the town of Okarche,
the name of which was eoined by the combination of the a-
bbreviations of Ok-~Oklshoms, Ar--Arapaho, and Che~-Chey-
enne. The railroad had built a depot there ih 1890. A
post=office was established in the same year and wos main-
tained upstairs in the depot by the agents wife. A mail

route ran I'rom there to Rock Island, Raecine, and NMethewson

(figure 21) daily. Okarche®® had served as a shipping point

for cattle from all over the western range. In fact, the
land which is now the townsite was completely covered with
shipping pens, holding thousands of cattle. Okarche®! was

26 A. J. Thompson, letter.
27 John Hau, conversation.
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supported by farmers from fifteen miles east, five miles
south, and as far west as Watonga, Oklahoma(25 miles), from
which place salt was brought from the salt plains (figure 20).

In 1898, the Panhandle Division of the Rock Island was
extended west from El Reno and relieved the problem of trans-
portation soon after settlement. A farmer2® felt the need
of a shipping point and plotted a portion of his farm into
town lots and called the townsite Calumet. Geary grew up on
the western boundary line of the county.

Another railroad, the St. Louis and San Franciseo, was
built across the southeast corner of the county in 1900-1901.
A men Ifrom Oklahoma City recognized the possibilities of the
nearby fruit growing area and started the town of Mustangag
by building a canning factory which never canned any fruit.
The town was named from Mustang Creek along which mustang
ponies were herded in early days.

The opening of the Kiowa-Comanche-Wichita reservation
by lottery in 1901 added the southwest corner to Canadian
County. A farmer30 named W. E. Niles began a country store
in e building 18 by 24 feet. There were many factors which

caused his business to be a success. It was many miles to a

28 Calumet Veekly Criterion, Aug. 1, 1908.
29 G. S. Rector, conversation.
30 I. H. Cooley, conversation.
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railroad town and transportetion was difficult. About ten
per cent of the area was dissected by narrow V~shaped valleys
100 to 175 feet deep. It was avidént that it would be many
years before good roads could be constructed. A ferry at
Caddo Jake's crossing and one south of Union citj were the
only places the South Canadian river could be crossed if busgi-
ness necessitated a trip to the county seat. Since people
were cut off from outside markets, they did practically all
of their trading at Niles.

In 1903, the Fort Smith and Western railroad connected
El Reno with Guthrie. The agricultural population in the
northeast part of the county felt the need of nearby market
places and Piedmont and Richland developed along the railroad.

Following the opening; the establishment of numerous
post~offices gave rise to centers short distances apart (fig-
ure 21). Many optimistic people, hoping to create a city and
have a railroad build through it, started a post~office which
was operated in connection with a small stock of groceries in
the home of & farmhouse. The compensation received was prob-

ably an added reason for starting so many. The postmasterot

wes permitted to keep the entire amount received from the sale

of the first 50 dollars worth of stamps.

31 D. C. Bothel, conversation.
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Rock Island, Recine, Mathewson, and Eda, until 1890, re-
celved their mail by stege which ran from Guthrie by wey of
Kingfisher and returned to Guthrie by way of Edmond. A hack
then made daily trips out from Okerche (figure 21). wuiller,
Frisco, and Reno City first received mail from 0k1aho¢a sta-
tion at the site of moderm Oklahoma City. It was sometimes
delivered on horseback. All other post-offices received daily
deliveries from El Reno., :

The eerly settlers of Canadian County were very poor.
They had come to the new country to obtain a home. lost of
them were young, active, and energetic and had such faith in
the future of the region that they set to work with a will
to subdue the new lanﬂ.f At first the yields were small but
the development of the éounhy proved it was @ rich egricul-
tural district. Eight ar ten years after settlement, the
faith of those who had elung to their land end toiled on was
abundantly justified. |

The fields of grain yielded an abundant harvest. Cot=-
ton had increased in acreage. Herds of livestock had in-
Creased in numbers. Fruit trees had begun to bear. House-
wives were engaged in puultry raising. In fact, everything
grown on the farm produced marketable producis.

The prosperity of the agricultural area was reflected
in the business of every trade center in the county. There
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had developed an interdependence of the urban centers cnd the
surrounding trade area of the rurel districtis. Farmers were
now financially able to purchase lumber and build new houses
to replace the rough board shantles or dugouls. New furni-
ture was bought. The grocery and dry goods stores carrvied
a larger stock and a better quality of goods since the farmer's
living conditions were of a higher standard. Less material
we.s sold on credit. The implement business expanded. New
machinery replaced the old sod plow and second hand binders.
People no longer traveled in lumber wagons butl in new buggles
drawn by driving teans.

On the other hand the farmers were dependent on the

towns for avallable markets. NHowever, the touwns readily re-
Isponded and many new inausiu-ies begsn.

The rich agricultural area surrounding El Remo produc-
ed enough grain to start a mi11%% with a capacity of 150 bar-
rels per day in 1893, All the county hauled whealt to the
mill for a year or two. Sometimes it was omnly a small amount
to exchange for Tlour since it was more economical Lo exchange
wheat for flour tham to buy flour at the store. At that time
the Roek Island wes the most western railroad in cemiral Okla-

homa., All grain from the west was hauled to the mill by wagon

32 E1 Reno American, March 22, 1928, 56.
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trains, sometimes as fer as 100 miles. Incresse in production
of wheat caused the capacity of the mill to increase to 300
barrels a2 day in 1898. Another mill was built in 1894 with a
capacity of 150 barrels & day but was increased to 300 barrels
& few years later and in 1898 the flour capacity was increased
to 400 barrels & day. The mill at Yukon began during the early
years with a cepacity of 850 barrels a day. Two slevatar553
were built at Ckarche and one at Union City prior to 1897. Rach
of them had a cepacity of 5,000 bushels a day. ZIKlevators were
built at other towns soon after the town started.

The money received from the sale of products was nearly
always spent in the same town and the amount sold would reflect
the business. From July 1, 1893 to January 11, 1894, there
were shipped from Union 31tj$4

801 carloads of wheat
215 carloads of baled hay

54 carloads of oats @ 274 bu.
150 earloads of corn 3 30¢ bu.

OkarcheSd shipped 521 carloads of wheat, besides other
grains. A business of §10,000. to $12,000. was done at the

depot monthly and was constantly inecreasing. The business for

3% Supplement of the Ckarche Times Sept. 30, 1898.
34 El Reno Demuarat, Jan. I §%§I-’

35 Supplement to Okarche g:.ms, Sept. 30, 1898.




70
August, 1898 amounted to over §$13,C00, an inecrease of over
$2,C000., above that of August 1897.

The farmers of Okarche community purchased fifty cars
of ecoal from the ¢cal dsalers during 1897 and a large gquantiily
of eorn.

Thirty threshing machine outfits were shipped to Okarche
in the susmer of 1898.

The dalry business had an early beginning in the county
where there were available markets. The first creamery>® in
the state was located at El Reno in the summer of 1895. The
farners®? of Canadian County received almost 1,000 dollars for
the milk which they sold to the ereamery during Auganst, 189S5,
The creamery had a brauch station at QOklahoma Ciiy and a sub-
station at Frisco. Okarche had & cheese factory which operated
for several years.

El Remc was the first ¢ity in the territory to secure
the location of & cotton press®3, which mede it the trade cen-
ter for the marketing of that staple. 1t had a large trade in
both wholesale and retall lines drawn from a distance of more
than 100 miles west and southwest. A cotton gin was built at
Okarche®® in 1894.

56 [E1 Reno Qai%xlgamcsragm July 13, 1895.
87 T1 Reno Delly Zegle, oept. 10, 1895.

38 Oklahoma State Gazetter and Business Directory,1898,Vol.I,130.
39 Purt Standard, conversation.
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El Reno had two wholesale40 liquor houses and one whole=
sale grocery®l house. lieny towns on the rallroad and wagons
tram many western towns were loaded at the wholesale grocery
regularly. At times, freighters?® from the western counties
were forced to go te Minco for their loads because severél
miles of the road this side of the Canadlan bridge was impass-
able.

In 1898, El1 Reno®® hed 267 business houses. An increase
in production of the surrounding agricultural community increas-
ed the demand and in 1895, there were 327 business houses, of
which 201 were retail stores.

Methods of agriculture have advanced some by the use of
power machinery yet the yield has increased very little, giving
the agricultural population of the county little more to spend
at present than they had twenty years ago.

However, the improvement of roads and rapid means of
transportation have brought about a change in the size of the
trade zone tributary to each urban center and has reduced the
amount of trade in small towns.

Practically every mile of road in the county can be trav-
eled in comfort. The 236 miles of county road which are graded

40 E1 Rﬂno ocrat May 5, 1893.

41 §§§§¥ Sept. 16, 1895.
42 d., July 2¢

43 El1

eno nnmoerat, May 5, 1893.
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periodically are well distributed throughout the county while
the 80,75 miles of gravel road are in the river bottom, on
extremely sandy areas and on the axial roads.leading into the
#mall towns (figure 26).

Th§ good road§ have not prevented the small towns from
retaining their grain markets since the market price of grain
is about the seme at all places, especially during threshing
season. Nearly all grain is trucked directly from the com-
bine to the elevator. The charge of trucking is a certain a-
mount per bushel per mile and it is cheaper to market at the
nearest place. However, there are times when the elevatofs
are full and the farmers naeﬁ to make longer hauls until the
railroad can supply fars to relieve the elevators.

Nearly every rural home has a telephone and the farmer
usually inquires about the price of wheat at several towns
before making deliveries, especially in winter vhen there is
a greater fluctuation in prices.

When the Fort Smith and Western railroad discontinued
operation in 1910, Richland lost its grain market. The ele-~
vator moved. Pledmont also suffered from the loss of the
railroad. One elevator?? was torn down and the remaining
truck their wheat to Yukon, thus giving Yukon an added pro-
fit from the area. The cotton gin at Piedmont also ceased

44 Ed wascheek, conversation.
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running two years ago since the surrounding erea is princi-
pally a wheat area and there was not enough cotton grown for
profitable ginning business. Nustang elevator burned and has
not been replaced. The canning factory was made into a four
stand gin which was also torn down.

Okarche has retained four elevators, one small mill,
and one gin. Calumet has two elevators and one gin. Union
has one elevator and one gin. Yukon's mill has grown con~ .
tinuously to a capacity of 2,000 barrels?® of flour a éay and
500 barrels of meal a day. Wheat used for milling is obtained
from Oklahoma and sometimes from other states. <Yukon has one
gin.

One E1 Reno mil146 was enlarged to 1,000 barrels of
flour a day and an elevator capacity of 800,000 bushels and the
other mill has a capacity of 800 barrels of flour and 300 bar-
rels of meal per day end elevator capacity of 225,000 bushels
of grain. E1 Reno has two cotton gins.

A poultry feed mill has been added (1927) with a capa-
city of 300 barrels of meal.

The alfalfa mill organized in 1912 and has been enlarg-
ed to capacity of 75 sacks an hour or four cars a day with a

stbraga houcs with oapacity of 75 carloads.

45 C. 7. Alexander, letter.
46 El1 Reno American, larch 22, 1928, 56.
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The small towns have also retained their grocery trade
(figure 22) with the exception of Mustang,_which has one very
small grocery store where only townspeople and school teachers
trade. Country people trade there only vhen the roads are ex-
tremely bad and they cemnot get to Oklahoma City. Richlend has
two small grocery stores.

Every square mile of the county is supplied with U.S.
Vail and every town with the exception of Richland has a rural
delivery going out from the local post-office (figure 21).

The banking4? business is well distributed among seven
economic centers in the county and one outside of the county.
There is very little overlapping in the banking trade. E1 Reno
serves the largest community (figure 23).

Practically all the trade of the southwest corner goes
out of the county.

All the agricultural districts show a similer growth in
educational matters (figure 24). El Reno has the best high

school but its area does not have as high percentage as the

47 J. Paul lLoasen, Okarche, letter.

' Ed Vascheck, Piedmont, conversation.
Uontye A. Kilgore, Union, conversation.
L. W. Folman, Calumet, conversation.
Cashier cf Hinton Bank, letter.
D. B. Phillips, Yukon, conversation.
J. Y. Taylor, El Reno, conversation.
L. R. Gephart, El Reno, conversation.
C. 7. leDonald, El1 Reno, conversation.
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map might indicate sinece Calumet, Union City, lMusteng, and
Piedmont have consolidated schools, Okarche trensfers some
districts as a whole and District No. 2 is Hnion graded.

Local newspapers from Okarche,48 yukon,4? calumet,’©
and Geary®l are well distributed around thelr centers while
the E1 Reno®% papers are found in many homes throughout the
county (figure 25). -

While the small towns have retained most of their trade
in groceries, grain, machinery, and benking, El Reno's trade
sphere has expanded slowly aad.steadily uﬁtil it now envelops
trade from the entire county.

El Reno is the county seat and favorably located in the
center of the county. The two United States Highways Numbers
81 and 66, the Main Street of America, intérasct and the town
is locally spoken of as the Crossroads of America (figure 26).
Highway No. 66 is paved from Oklahoma City to one and three-
fourths miles west of El Reno. U. S. Highway No. 81 is paved
from Okarche to one mile south of El Reno and the remainder of
the highway is under construction (1930). Gravel roads lead

to the pavement so one can travel from any part of the county,

48 E. Q. la letter.
49 H. V. Smitﬁ conversation.
SC Editor of calumet Chieftain, letter.
51 Editor of Geary Star, letter.
52 Alice Smith, conversation.
N. A. Nichols, conversation.
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except the southwest corner, to the county seat in thirty
minutes.

liany farmers from the entire county.make a practice of
going to El Reno once a week. There has been a2 small inerease
in the number of business houses in E1 Reno but a great change
has been made in the size of them and the quality of the stoek
carried, People who have rapid means of transit naturally go
to the town which offers the largest variety from which to se-
lect. Practically all dry goods and some ready-to-wear cloth-
ing are purchased there. The only moving-picture theaters in
the county are three in El Reno, and many, especially young
people, are attracted by that social advantage. |

The hospital gives medical treatment to patients from a
rather wide area. All Rock Island employees of the district
are cared for at the El Reno Sanaterium.

The city 11brary53 serves the men and women of the farm
¢lubs with bulletins, farm periodicals, and agricultural books.
Books are loaned to rural schools.

El Reno is fortunate in receiving trade from Fort Reno°4
and Concho. Fort Remo has an average monthly expenditure of
$26,551.52 for salary, forage, supplies, and other materials.
The employees of the fort spend much of this amount in El Reno

53 El Reno Americen, March 22, 1928, 6.
5‘ Ib!d" ‘Q.
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and some of it reaches the town indirectly. Polo tournaments
draw meny people to El Reno. :

The 51 employeeéggnd 225 Indian children of Concho school
do some shopping in El Reno., The government provides food for
all of them and clothing in addition for the children.

The laundry and cleaners serve every town in the county
by sending out trucks to collect clothing and return it several
times each week.

Gasoline is delivered by truck to most of the towns and
to filling stations which are located along the paved highway.

El Reno ranks first as an agricultural town and second
as an industrial town. The largest industry is owned by the
Roek Island railroad.

The eompletion of the intersection of the two trunk lines
at E1 Reno made it the logical point for the location of the
second district office building, the joint shops for the Okla-
homa=-Southern and Panhandle divisions, and other departments
of its gigantic business.

In 1928, the Rock Island®® erected a steel car repair
shop which is 78 feet wide, 400 feet long, and 40 feet high,
and five miles of additional yard tracks. The erection of the

building brought 50 steel car repair men and their families to

55 C. V. Ruckman, letter.
56 The Daily Oklahoman, Nov. 3, 1929.
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El Reno.

In 1928, E1 Reno®? had a population of 8,576 and 1,146
of them were employees of the Rock Island. Of this number 979
were heads of families making 3,362 people or 40 per cent of
El Reno directly dependent on the railroad for its monthly
vage of $169,262.89 and yearly wages of §2,031,154.68. In 1929,
the Rock Island®® paid $76,961.30 taxes to Canadian County. One
hundred fifty men and women are employed in the office building.
The El Remo offices have direct supervision of the second dis=--
trict which covers 4,000 miles including lines from Kansas Gity
to St. Louis, Missouri; St. Joe, Missouri to Dallas, Texas;
Harrington, Kansas to Tucumeari, New lMexico, thence to lNemphils;
Little Rock to Eunice, Louisiana; and all the branch lines be-
tween these points.

El Reno's solidity as a center has been influenced by
the tributary agricultural area, by its railroad shops, and its
industries. It is not probable thet El Reno will increase much
in size unless some unforseen development should arise. However,
there are indications of o0il development. MNost of the farms are
leased for oil and many farmers north and east of El RNenc are
selling one-~half their royalty for $4,000. Should oil develop,
it would only help the town temporarily. The drillers and men

57 VW. E. Babb, letter.
58 The Daily Oklahoman, Nov. 3, 1929.
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who work in the oil fields would, no doubt, live in El Reno
but all oil business would be transacted inm Oklahoma City and
the oil capital would remain in the ecity. Also, most of.the
wealth suddenly gained by the farmers would be spent in Okla-
homa City.

Since roads have been improved and transportation has
become more rapid, trade of the entire county has been over=
shadowed by the state's metropolis, Oklahoma City. Products
such as bread, groceries, etc., are supplied from the city
daily. Recently®® milk routes have been organized and milk
is collected daily for Oklahoma City use. One route extends
some miles west of Calumet. The daily newspapers from the
City are delivered to Canadian County farmers who watch for
reduced prices of clothing, machinery, and auto accessories
and take advantage of them. Almost all livestock is trucked
to the city. The local automobile agencies keep very few new
cars in stock, but go to the ¢ity and get a new one for deliv-
ery when a sale is made, Meny people go to Oklahoma City for
medical treatment and the hospitals have a rather large pa-
tronage.

According to the last census report, Oklahoma City's
trade sphere®’ includes El Reno and Yukon. In fact, it has

59 S. ¥. Smith, conversation.
60 The Daily Oklahoman, June 3, 1930.
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entirely absorbed the trade of some areas e side of
the county. Nany people living in El Reno buy all their c¢lo-
thing at the e¢ity. The rallroad people have passes and often
g0 to Oklahoma City twice & week to shop. The effect is very
evident. The dry goods stores and ready-to-wear stores of
El Reno do not carry as good guality or as large stock of goods
as they did ten years ago.
_ Some people who work in the c¢ity live in Yukon and go
back and forth on the interurban or drive daily. They natural-
ly do most of their trading there.

The district surrounding Hustang has been entirely ab-
sorbed by Oklahoma City. The farmers of that area raise vege-
tables®! and fruit and truck it to the city markets over State
Highway No. 41, which is graveled. lustang receives trade
from its surrounding area only in extremely bad weather.

The proprietor of the country store at Niles gets all
his goods from Oklahoma City except gesoline which is trucked
from Hinton. He has built up a good transportation business
in Walnut township by trucking livestock to Oklahoma City and
trucking his grocery supplies on the return trip.

An artery of growth extending out from the central or-
ganism of Oklahoma City has developed along United States High-

61 E. J. Sterba, conversation.
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way No. 66. Little stores, filling stations, truck farms,
nurseries, and tourists camps are along the way and have
reached the east boundery line of Canadian County. In a few
years it will push out farther and increase the price of land
by its intensive utilization.

Summary

Settlers of the county early felt the need of a market
for agricultural products and towns were built along the rail-
road lines at about equal distances apart. They thrived and
grew for a time since their business received practically all
trade from the surrounding area.

After the building of good roads, the paving of United
States Highways and the coming of automobiles, there was an
orientation in trade areas. FEl Reno slowly reached out and
drew trade from small towns. At the same time Oklahoma City's
trade sphere was pushing out and overshadowing the entire
county with a greater intensity on the east side,

The small towns will continue to lose trade to E1 Reno
and Oklahoma City and some of them will decline rapidly in the
next few years. El Reno will continue to be an agricultural
center and a railroad town, but will grow very little in size
because it is too near Oklahoma 01ty.. There is a possibility

of oil developument which would cause El Reno to have a tempo-
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rary growth composed of g}l drillers and workmen. The oil
business and managers wiil remain in oxl#homa City.

Howewer, ﬁhauid the oil business attain an exception-
2lly high degree of development, and cause Oklahomae City to
grow so that E1 Reno would be incorporated as a suburbd of
Oklahoma City, El Reno might become a residence section for

the better and wealthy class of people.



Conclusion

Although the Indians oceupied & part of Cenadian County
almost twenty years prior to settlement, they did very little
toward the utilization of the fertile soil, The homesteaders
entered the area by race and immediately began agricultural
pursuits. The rural landscape has constantly changed in ap-
pearance from that day to the present time. The one room shack
has been replaced by a larger and better house. Population has
decreased in some areas and increased in others. As the farﬁer
adjusted his type of farming to the crops best adapted to the
soil and to climatic conditions, farms have gradually shifted
in size. The original 160 acre farm became larger in the cul-
tural areas where wheat is grown and smaller in the divisions
that engage in cotton and truck farming.

Cenadian County will continue to be an agricultural
area unless some unforseen economic factor, such as the dis-
covery of oil, should develop. Farmers wili probably continue
cultivafing the same plants since the county lies within the
sub-humid area of central Oklahoma and climatic conditions will
not tend to cause a change in agricultural products. However,
as years advance, Oklahoma City may be influential in changing
the type of farming and the intensity of land utilization to a
certain extent. The trucking industry of the lustang area will

doubtless expand and extend over into neighboring areas. As
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more milk routes and routes of greater mileage extend out
from Oklahoma City, more farmers will engage in the dairy
business. Larger and more numﬁruus dairy herds will neces-
sitate the planting of a larger agreagé_bf crops such as
rye for pasture and a greater production of hay and forage
erops. The agreage of kafir and milo will inecrease 1n-ac;
cordance with the growth in size and number of pouliry farms.

The small towns will retain a certain amount of the
trade of the rural districts tributary to them but they will
slowly decrease in size. The ones which do not have railroad
transportetion facilities will become extinct. Even though
E1l Reno is able to absordb more trade from the entire county,
it will alweys be primarily am agricultural town. There 1s
little prospect that it will inerease much in size because of
the trade influence of Oklahoma City. ‘However, El Remo will
continue to be the political center and will retain a place
of major importance in the commercial leadership of the

county.
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