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JOURNAL OF THE FACULTY SENATE (Norman campus ) 

The University of Ok l ahoma 
Regular Session -- December 10, 1979 -- 3:30 p . m. , Da l e Hall 21 8 

The Faculty Senate was called to order by Professor Barbara Lewis , 
Chairperson. 

Present : 

Artman 
Bishop 
Brown, H. 
Brown , S. 
Carmack 
Carpenter 
Catlin 
Coulter 

Covich 
Davis 
Eick 
Etheridge 
Flowers 
Foster , J . 
Foster , T. 
Gabert 

Hardy 
Herrick 
Hoag 
Hockman 
Karriker 
Kunesh 
Kutne r 
Lancaster 

Provost's Office re pre sen t a ti ve : Ra y 

AUOPE representatives: 
Alonso Chism Cowen 

Absent: 

Acock 
Cal d1t1el l 

Hi l l 
Huettner 

AUOPE representative : 

Murray 
l'leely 

Donwerth 
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APPROVAL OF i'!INUTES 

The Journal of the Faculty Senate for the r egular session on November 12, 1979, 
was approved with the following correction : 

Page 5 (Adjournment notice): Date of next Senate session - December 10, 1979. 

ACTION TAKEN BY PRESIDENT I.JILLI.AH S. BA:."!OWSKY : Faculty reDresentatives, 
Student Activities Fee Commi t tee 

On November 15, President William S. Banowsky approved the Senate election 
of Professors Gene Thrailkill, Roger Babich, and Nadine Roach to staggered 
terms on the New Student Activities Fee Committee. (See ;,ages 3 and 4 of the 
Senate Journal for November 12, 1979.) 

ACTIONS TAKEN BY SENATE OFFICERS: ad hoc Committee assignmencs 

On November 19, the officers of the Faculty Senate announced the following 
Senate ad hoc Committees for 1979- 80 : 

(1) Committees to prepare 1980 follow- uo reports ( II) on the 19 78 faculty 
position papers: 

(a) Budgetary Priorities: Homer Brown (Chair) and Patricia Self 

(b) Educational Priorities: Jim Artman (Chair) and Marilyn Flowers 

(c) Facultv Governance: Trent Gabert (Chair) and Peter Kutner 

(d) Faculty Salaries / Fringe Benefits: Stan Neely (Chair) and William Eick 

(e) Image of the University: David Etheridge (Chair ) and Ned Hockman 

(2) Committees to study topics suggested by Senate members:(See page 4 of t he 
Senate Journal for October 8, 1979 . ) 

(a) 1973 Faculty Career Development Plan: Alan Covich (Chair), Robert 
Davis, i'Ialcolm Xorris, Lois Pfiester, Wayne Rowe, and Jay Smith 

(b) Junior college articulation: Jack Catlin, Deirdre Hardy (Chair) , 
Jean Herrick, Laverne Hoag, and David Whitney 

(c) Interdiscip l inary courses and programs : Sidney Brown, John Lancaster, 
Donald Menzie, Osborne Reynolds, David Rinear, Tom Sorey (Chair), 
and Ko Yukihiro 

(d) Student evaluation of facultv : Alan Acock, William Carmack, John Foster, 
Heidi Karriker, Duaine Lindstrom (Chair ) , and Gene Walker . 

(e) Univ ersity council and committee structure: Doy le Bishop, Lane 
Coulter, Robert Lehr, Ronald Peters (Chair ) , and Robert Welch 

(3) Corr.mittee on the University copyright policy: Xichael Abraham (Chair), 
Charles Bert, Mark Elder , Laura Gasaway , Michael Hennagin, Ronald Kantowski, 
and Richard Wells. 

This Committee is to work jointly with the University Patent Advisory 
Committee and the Health Sciences Center Faculty Senate ad hoc Committee 
on the University Copyright Policy to provide the broadest possible base 
for faculty and staff input. 

The Committee was requested to consider and recommend to both Faculty 
Senates, in the event that a copyright policy is established, whether 
copyright matters should be handled by the University Patent Advisory 
Committee or whether an independent University committee should be 
established for that purpose. 

' 
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The Committee is free to invite con cerned faculty and staff members to 
participate in its deliberations if deemed appropriate. 

(See page 15 of the Se nate Journal for October 8, 1979. ) 

ACTION TAKEN BY SENATE SECRETARY : Mayor' s Advi sory Counc i l on the 
Univers i t y Community 

On No vember 15, Professor Anthony S. Lis, Senate Secretary, notifi ed t he 
Honorable William S. Morgan, Mayor of the City of Norman, of the Senate 
el ecti on of Professors Joseph L. Rodgers and Mary R. Wh i tmore as t he faculty 
representat ives on the reactivated Mayor's Counci l on the University Community . 
(See page 5 of t he Senate Journal for November 12 , 1979 . ) 

REMARKS BY PROFESSOR BARBARA LEWIS, SENATE Crl~iR 
Fall meeting, Oklahoma Conference of Facu lty Associations: The fall meeti ng 
of the Oklahoma Conference of Facu lty Assoc iations, represent ing private and 
public universities, col l eges, and junior colleges throughout Oklahoma, 
was held at So uth Okl ahoma City Jun io r Coll ege on Thursday, November 15 . 

The Norman campus delegation included Professors Barbara Lewis (Senate Chair ) , 
Anthony S. Lis (Senate Secretary), and Gary Thompson (Chair, Senate Commi ttee 
on Faculty 1,~elfa re ) . 

The morning session featured a debate between representatives of FOCUS and HEACO 
as to whether or no t there shoul d be litigation concerning the question of the 
6 percent minimum pay raises sti pulated by 3v"R- 9 and 1~hethe r or not academic 
un i ts should be compelled to compl y with that action of the Oklahoma 
Legislature l ast spring. HEACO opposes such legal action . 

Fo llowing t he debate, a representative of one of the major l egal firms in 
Oklahoma engaged in representing unions in col l ecti ve bargaining , sooke at some 
length about the initial steps t hat would have to be taken before unions could 
be established in Oklahoma hig her education. His remarks were informal and 
educational. There was no attempt made to estab l ish a union , and t here was no 
serious discussion about establ is hi ng unions on Ok l ahoma campuses in the fore­
seeab l e future . 

The afternoon sess ion was devo t ed to panel discus si ons . The delegates from t he 
four-year state uni versiti es met as a closed group to continue drafti ng a 
constitution for their organization. 

The Norman delegation joined the junior-col lege group in discus s ing top i cs of 
mutual interest-- vi z., fringe benefits, the impact on universities of the State 
Regents' art i culation policy , and the economic status of femal e faculty members. 

In Professor Lewis' words, "On the whole, it wa s an interesting day , and I th i nk 
that there was a valuab le exchange of ideas." 

Executive Committee meeting with Provost J. R. Morri s: Professo r Lewi s next 
reoorted on the Executi ve Committee meeti ng with Provost J . R. Morris on 
December 4 . 

At the req uest of the faculty member involved , the University will not apply for 
a visa for t he ARAMCO program until January, 1980 . 



12/79 (Page 4) 

In response to faculty concerns expressed recently, the Committee is looking 
into the effectiveness of t he Faculty Appeals Board . This question was discussed 
with Provost Morris; further discussion will follow. Interested and concerned 
faculty members were urged to contact any member of the Senate Executive 
Committee concerning this matter. 

Provost Morris requested Senate review and recommendations concerning a 
number of changes proposed by the HSC Faculty Senate in the University Faculty 
Personnel Policy. Professor Lewis noted that, when the Personnel Pol icy was 
being prepared a few years ago, every effort was made to comp ly with the 
administration's desire that a single, University-wide policy be formulated . 
In a few instances, specific references are made to situations unique to each 
campus. Professor Lewis announced that the Executive Committee wil l appoint an 
ad hoc revi ew committee of Senate and non -Senate members to submit recommen­
dations to the Senate. Some of the proposed changes are routine "housekeeping" 
revisions; others 1t1ill require careful study . 

Faculty volunteers for the proposed committee are requested to contact the Senate 
Secretary. Faculty members interested in receiving copies of the HSC pro posal 
are also requested to contact the Senate Secretary . 

Executive Committee meeting with Chairs of University standing Committees : 
Professor Lewis noted that Senate By- Laws provide ex officio membershi p on the 
on the Senate Executive Committee to the Chairs of the seven Councils and the 
Student Publications Board. In an attempt to establish closer relationships with 
University standing committees, the Senate Executive Committee wil l meet with 
the Committee Chairs on January 17, 1980. 

Budget Council report on 1979-80 budget allocations: At this meeting, copies of 
the November 30, 1979, three- page memorandum from the Budget Council to the Faculty 
Senate were distributed to Senate members. The report details oroposed disburse ­
ments of the total 1979 -80 revenue of 552,909,677 for the Norman campus. That 
figure includes (a ) an 18.9 percent increase of SS,996,000 in state appropriations 
for this year and (b) $874,594 in new monies accrued from the revolving fund. 

Faculty members interested in seeing the Budget Council memorandum mentioned 
above should get in touch with either their Senate representatives or the Senate 
Secretary . 

REMARKS BY PROFESSOR GREG KUNESH : HEACO Higher Education Day , 
December 8, 1979 

Professor Greg Kunesh, Senate Chair-Elect, reported on the December 8 Higher 
Education Day sponsored by the Higher Education Alumni Council on the campus 
of Central State University . 

Professor Kunesh perce ived a sense of optimism, on the part of the state 
legislators present, concerning state funding for higher education. Ok lahoma 
ranks 4th this year in additional support; however, the state ranks 31st i n tota l 
appropriations for education. If the State Regents' proposed 1980-81 budget 
materializes, there will be a 17 percent increase across the board for higher 
education . Some concern was expressed over the final division of any new funds 
among highways, prisons, common education, and so forth. 
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In conc1usion, Professor Kunesh added, "\~e do have to be concerned about our 
a~adem~c pr~gra~s and our cred!bility with the state legislators and the public . 
Tnere 1s a reeling that a few raculty members are exceptional but that the 
vast majority are average in quality and are probably overpaid . Furthermore , in 
the opinion of some, faculty members ought to consider leav i ng their institutions 
every four or five years ." 

REPORT OF SENATE COMMITTEE ON FACULTY WELFARE 
Professor Gary Thompson, Chair of the Senate Committee on Faculty Welfare , 
commented on the following items: 

Faculty/staff peti t ions - 12 percent pay raise, 1980- =l : 

To date,few faculty members have refused to sign the formal petitions concerni ng the 
proposed 12 percent salary increases for 1980-81 . On January 14, 1980, the signed 
petitions will be formally presented to the Senate with the recommendation that they 
be submitted to President William Banov,sky and t he University Regents . (See 
pages 4-5 of the Senate Journal for November 12, 1979 . ) 

Proposed redesignation of Committee : 
Faculty interest has been expressed to change the title of the Senate standing 
Committee on Faculty Welfare. One recommendation has been recei ved to change t he 
Committee title to "Faculty Compensation and Benefits Committee." 

Professor Thompson solicited facu l ty suggestions for a new t i tle that would 
be more descriptive of the work and the duties of this Co~mittee . 

Tax sheltering of OTRS contributions: 

Hopefully ,a Committee proposal will be presented at the Jan uary or February 
Senate meeting , following action yet to be taken by the University Employment 
Benefits Committee . 

A number of colleges and public schools throughout the state have al ready arranged 
for such tax sheltering of OTRS contributions. 

The big issue at the moment appears to be whether t he University should make the 
entire payment of $750 . 

On the Norman campus, Oklahoma Teacher Retirement System membership for staff i s 
optiona1 . Only about 20 percent of those eligible participate in the program 
voluntarily. EEC is expected to insist on equal coverage for the 1500- pl us 
employees on this campus . 
Some individuals feel that, if the University were to assume full payment of 
OTRS contributions , the expected 12 percent pay/ salary i ncreases will be reduced 
by 2 or 3 percent. 
Professor Thompson discussed briefly other favorable and unfavorable aspects of 
this proposa l that he called "a short- run gain" for the individuals affected . 

PROGRESS REPORT : Task Force on Discretionary Fundinq 

Professor John Lancaster, Chair of the Norman campus Task Force on Discretionary 
Funding, presented an informal progress report on current deliberations and 
activities of the Task Force . (See page 11 of the Senate Journal for February 12, 1979. ) 

Solicited input was received only from deans who neither received nor anticipated 
receivi ng any benefits. 
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The final report of the Task Force will be presented to the Senate at t he 
January meeting. 
In response to a question from the floor, Professor Lancaster stated that the 
Task Force had restricted itself to funds designated by the University 
Regents, including Oklahoma University Associates money . 

FACULTY :l"OMINATIONS : Goddar d Health Center Administrative Review Board 

Background infoTII1ation: President William S. Banowsky recently approved the 
recommendation of the Student Congress that a new Goddard Health Center 
Administrative Review Board be created to review and es tablish administrative 
policy for the Goddard Health Center, except in matters directly related to 
medical practice and in individual personnel matters such as hiring and firing 
decisions and salary incr eases . The Board may also hear grievances br ought 
by members of the University community regarding the administration of the 
Health Center. Membership of the Board will include 7 voting members (4 
students, 1 faculty member, 1 Goddard Center staff member, and 1 representative 
of the Student Affairs office) and 3 ex officio, non- voting members ( the 
Vice Provost for Student Aifairs , the UOSA President, and the Student Congress 
Chair). The Goddard Center Director will be the non-voting Chair of the Board. 

President Banowsky requested the Senate to submit two faculty nominations for 
the faculty vacancy on the new Board . 

Senate action : The Senate approved the following nominations presented by 
Professor Greg Kunesh, Chair, Senate Committee on Committees: 

Travis Goggans (Accounting) 
Thomas Miller (Psychology) 

FACULTY NOMINATIONS: University Computer Advisory Committee 

The Senate approved the following nominations submitted by the Committee on 
Committees to fill the vacancy on the University Computer Advisor y 
Committee resulting from the resignation of Professor Karen Andrews (1978- 81) : 

1-Jayland Cummings (Communication) 
Jo Herstand (University Libraries) 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Senate adjourned at 4:32 p.m. The next regular session of the Faculty 
Senate will be held at 3:30 p.m., on Monday, January 14, 1980, in Dale Hall 213. 

-----

~~:z· 
Profe~~~: 

Business Communication 
Secretary 




