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. SPENGER. ACADEMY: |
THE CHOCTAW "HARVARD," 1842 = 1900

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Whiso neglects learning is dead for the future. ¢
Euripides

The struggle to improve and achieve recognition of one's peers
has been a recurring theue in the American Epoch. Witness the efforts
of the Irish Catholic, the backwoods Scotsman, the poor of the slums and
the southern Negros S50 too has been the pursuit of certain Indian tribes.
The "praying Indians” of new England and the Five Civilized Ivibes'
elimination of ancient ways illustrate sboriginal efforts to gain the
approbation of the white man,

The desire to imitats the intruder was singular among the Southe
ern Indians., Recognizing apparent superiority, the Five Civilized Tribes
sought to coppy the new ways of their subjugators. 1o study the whites®
"more perfest way," the Five Tribes established places of learnming for
their young pecple.

The educational institutions created by the Southern Indians were
c¢learly Indian efforts to seek excellence in a new society. The Choctaws
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through Spencer Academy provide a case history of one such attempt in
this regard.

In their ancestral home, the Choctaws exhibited an interest in
educational pursuits, Bighteenth century missionaries promilgated the
value of the white man's ways, By treaties made with the Unlted States,
the Choctaw Nation customarily set aside anmiities for education of its
youth, In 1825, the Secretary of War allotted treaty funds for educa-
tional purposes at Johnson Acadeny in Seott County, Kentucky. By 1841,
this frontier institution snnually received from two to three hundred
Indian boys, mostly Choctaw,' GChootaw support of the Acsdemy demone
strated this tribe's abiding interest in civilization.

Indian removal during the 1830%s delayed but did not deter the
institutionalized education of young Chootaws, Thelr westward trek
completed, the Choctaws continued to send promising young men to Johnson
Academy, In July, 1841, however, Major William Armstreng, the Choctaw
Agent, wrote the Comdssioner of Indian Affairs that the chiefs no longer
had confidence in the Kentucky school, To them, proper facilities nearer
home could better educate their sons, The Hation intended to establish
an academic institution which would also teach mechanical and agricule
tural arts,> As a tool of civilization, the school would assist the
Chootaws in their advance on "the white man's road.®

The Choctaws had an abiding faith in their undertaking. They
knew that if the Nation was to survive, the white man’s way must become

s e s e ra o e e S

1carolyn Thomas ?mua,. *The Choctaw Academy,” The Chronigles
of Gklahoma, VI (Dec, 1928), 453,
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thedr way. 70 them, success in the venture rested upon the worth and
~value of Svencer Academy, the Choctaw "Harvard.®



CHAPIER II

GENESIS AMD GROWTH, 1842 « 1861

There is no censolation from above.
James Ramsey

The Choctaw Council in November, 1842, adopted s law which
established Spencer Academy., The school vontinued in operation withe
out interruption until the Civil War. During these seventeen years,
Spencer was efficiently administered by representatives of the Presby-
terian Board of Foreign Missions, an agenoy of the Presbyterian General
Assembly, Many tribesmen in the beginning were skeptical of the wildere
ness Harvard, but opposition had vanished by 1861, which illustrated the
success of the institution.

The HEducational Act adopted by the Choctaw Counecil in 1842
provided for 2 male boarding school at a site ten miles north of Doakse
ville, the capital of the Nation. Two thousand dollars from the Umited
States Indian Civilization Fund and $6,000 from annulties received Ly the
tribe supported the institution. For a permanent subsidy of $6,320, the
Choctaws in 1825 had ceded back to the United States all lands east of
the present Uklahoma-Arkansas boundary., The use of this allowance for
Spencer was "the first instance of an Indian tribe changing the payment

i



5
of their annuity from the tribe for educational purposes,” wrote Agent
Arastrong.’ Ineluding the salary of the principal teacher, loaned to the
school by the United States, $8,833 was anmually available for the boarde
ing and teaching of students at Spencer,’

Named for Secretary of War John C. Spencer, this institution was
governed by a Doard of Trustees, the members selected by the General
Uouneils The Choctaw Agent, William Armstrong, served as a Trustee and
United States' representative to the BDoard, Delsgated authority by the
Trustees, Major Armstrong made initial preperations for the Academy's
first terms The General Council had stipulated that the Superintendent
must be a plous man, a preacher, and a Presbyterian. In late December,
1842, Armstrong recommended the appointment of Cephas Washburn as Supere
intendent and William Wilson as prineipal tescher, To furnish the school,
Armstrong traveled to Boston to purchase fixtures, clothing, bedding, books
and hads.B

Washburn, 2 missionary to the Cherokees and recently associated
with Dwight Mission, declined to accept the Superintendency of Spencer.
Censequently, Major Armstrong ssked leaders at the Presbyterian Board of
Foreign Missions to suggest a properly qualified Snpomtmm.“

“dmund MeKinney to Walter Lowrie, Spencer Academy, 20 June 1844,
Box 9, Vel. 2, American Indian Gmspmﬂeml ms, Pmsman Hiatoﬂeal
Soclety; meh Folsom, ed., Son o by
(m fﬂﬂ. 18%), 79.
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Nelinmey e Wo r 8 July 1t g g e
Indian Correspondence MSS, Presbhyterian mstor&eal Socletys

%43118an Ammstrong to W, Lowrle, Washington, 8 Sept. 1843, Box
g;'::: 2, American Indian Correspondence MSS, Presbyterian Historical
L]
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The Board of Foreign Missions, with headquarters in New Yori
City was an ageney of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church,
It was orgamized in 1837 to place the Presbyterian Church direectly in
mission activity and not to compete with the American Board of Commise
sioners for Foreign !ssions, which already received the support of some
Presbyterian churches, as well as Congregational and Reformed. The
American Board was formed in 1810 and had missionaries among the Choctaws
as early as 1818, In contacting the Foreign Board of Missions, however,
the Choctaws were seeking assistance from a strictly Prestyterian
organizations’

Since Spencer was to open in Novewber, 1843, Armstrong urged the
Mission Board to recommend a Superintendent immediately., In response o
the plea for a qualified man, the Board suggested Edmund MeKimney,
already in the Indian Territery., Recently commissioned te the Seminoles,
Reverend Mpr, MeKinmey was a native of Hollidaysburg, Femmsylvania. He
was a minister and a qualified temschers At the Creek Mission since
July &, 1843, MoEinney received notice of his appointment to the Superine
tendency on November 11th. Imccdiately, he set out with his wife and
two sons for the Choctaw Nation, arriving at Spencer on Deceuber 8, 1843.6

Hekinney was met by turmoil. The goods purchased by Hajor
Armstrong were still on a Red River dock. With only meager facilities
the Trustees had scheduled the first term for Jamuary 1, 1844, but the

v, Vols III (Hew Tork, ma). w7e

to W, Lowrie, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania, 22 April
18433 Creek mﬂﬂ.«n. 22 July 1843, Box 9, Vol. 2, m:&m Im:hn cm
nspmﬂonw usa, mmm mmm:;&m-m ionual Re




7
now Superintendent sucveeded in delaying it for thirly days. leiinney
used the interval to construct additional facilities and make further
mmmw-:nm«ma-mm’

Appointed by the Board of Trustees, MeKinney was involved in
power struggles among the Board members. Major Armstrong, as a Trustee
and Unlted States Agent, sought to establish Spencer polivy. Frequently,
his designs were counter to those of the President of the Trustees,
Colonel Peter Ps Pitchlynn, a tribal leaders MeKinney was usually between
opposing forces as in the Jacob Folsom controversy., Folsom, a nephew of
Golonel Pitehlynn, was the caretaker of the Acadeny during its construce
tion, Major Armstrong directed McKinney to diseharge him once seadewic
operations began. To Folsom, the release was retaliation for his part
in Colonel Pitchlynn's reprimand of Mekinney over construction matters.
Hekinney became the focus of Folssn's wrath.®

The Superintendent shared administrative authority with the
prineipal teacher, William Wilson served with a commission from the
Federal Government and at the pleasure of Major Armstrongs Thus MoKinney
was requived to consult on school policy with Wilson who in tura was
subject to the Agent's decision. Furthermore, the princlipel teacher,
as an employee of the United States on lean to the institution, drvew 2
larger salary than MeKinmey. As MeKinmey's appointment occurred from
necessity, he thought of himself as the "principal servante"’

7 $1o U B Lf 08 Lo SELoNeY Of SD0LAN. S FHNE - D4 389'
m “ e " TR T 20 June ;”"f s VO s American Indian
Correspondence MSS, Fresbyterian Historical Society; MeKinney to Peter P,

Pitehlynn, Spencer, 25 Sept. 1844, Pitehlynn Fapers, Gileorease Institute.

8yskinney to W. Lowrie, Spemcer, 18 July 1844, Box 9, Vol. 2,
American Indian Correspondence M5S, Presbyterian Historical Societye

%al1lien H, Goode, Qutpost gon (Cineinnatd, 1863), 184,
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ine of MeKimney's problems was supplying the boarding school
at inflated prices from a meager treasury. He purchased most supplies
through Borthelet, Heald and Company of Doaksville, Choctaw Hation.
This firm also paid the outstanding accounts of Spencer and settled each
quarter with the Agent, who allocated the institution's funds. Without
direct financial control, MeKimney was powerless to adjust an increasing
indebtedness. '°

Inability to cope with the internal organization of Spencer, and
troubled relationships with the principal teacher caused MeKimney to
submit his resignation, effective Cotober 1, 1845.'! He did not leave
without a measure to success, for to his credit was commencement of the
institution's first term and in June, 1844, the construction of a thirxd
dormitory. He deserved commendation for orgsnization of the school and
the daily schedule of the students., His effort to transfer the Acadewy
from the control of the NHation to that of the Presbyterian Board of
Foreign Missions, however, was his greatest contribution.

Aware of dissatisfaction with local administration, MeKinney
suggested that the Foreign Mission Board assume control of Spencer, lest
the Hew York agency precrastinate, he urged prompt action to prevent the
Baptists or Methodists from taking over the Academy. Should this happen,
said Mekinney, ®Presbyterianism will be rooted out of the Nation and
ignorant fanatiecism will reign."'? His resignation facilitated the

“mmy to iy Lowrie, Spencer, 22 April 1845, Box 9, Vol 2,
American Indian Correspondence 1SS, Presbyterian Historical Society.

12xekinney to We uwm, smm 11 Sept. 1845, Box 9, Vols 2,
American Indian Correspondence 1458, Presbyterian Historical Society.
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Prestyterian Board's assumption of the Academy's administration., Thus,
before completing two years of service, Edmund Mefinney left the Chectaw
Nation. He later worked among the Iowa and Sac Indians in the service
of the Foreign Board,!?

The Choctaws were wary of their abdlity to manage the affairs
of Spencer Acadewy. The very nature of the institution's government
portended failure., Consequently, overtures were made to missionary ore
gamizations to aseume control.!” Yet the twoeyear experience of sharing
in the management of Spencer had value, The Reverend P, P, Brown, a
Baptist traveler, observed in 1847 that native administration was "of
much profit to the Hation and satisfaction to those connected with the
other schools as the people are now satisfied they camnot do it."'

‘Three mission groups were considered by the Chootaw Council to
assume control of Spencer. The American Boawd of Comwissioners for
Foreign Missions, whose sdssionaries adwinistered the majority of the
day schools, rejected the proposal because of insufficient funds, Revere
end William H. Ooode, Methedist Superintendent of Fort Coffee, another
Choctaw school for boys, in September, 1844, declined an invitatien to
discuss the subject. le wanted additional "time for the defects of their
organization mere fully to develop themselves,”'S

The third organization approached was the Presbyterian Boayd of

“Honmyhm m. Spencer, zumum. Box 9, Vol. 2,
American Indian Correspondence m. Presbyterian Historical Soviety.
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Foreign Missionss The executive secretary of the Board, Walter lLowrie,
discussed the transfor of Spencer with the Office of Indian Affairs.
Lowrie had served one term, 1819 to 1825, in the United States Senate
and eleven yoars as Secretary to the Semates He could, therefore, make
an effective sontact in the Capitel ci.ty."

With MeKinmey's recommendation and Lowrie's influence, the
Presbyterian Board proposed to undertake the management of Spencer.
Under the Boawd's guidance, the Indian Harvard would have CGodly adminise
trators, mission experience, educated teachers, and an additional $2,000
per year. "With these advantages,” wrote lowrie, "and with the blessing
of God, the youth of the Choctaw Nation would rise te a perfect equality
with any portion of the Umited States,"d

On Cetober 7, 1845, the Choctaw Council transferred Spencer to
the Presbyterian Boaxd. In turn, the Foreign Mission Board agreed to
contribute §$2,000 annually and govern the institution according to the
Choctaw Educational Act of November, 1842. The Reverend Cyrus Kingsbury,
the Sage of Pine Ridge, was requested to advise the Mission Board, '”

Lourie wos concerned about the possibility of confliet with the
Chootaw Nation and the Board of Trustees, In December, 1845, Colenel
Peter Ps Pitchlymn sought to allay the fears of the Secwetary. He pointed

18y, Lowrie to MeKinmey, Fittsburg, & June 1845, Box 9, Vol. 2,
American Indian Correspondence ¥3S, Presbyterian Historical Soclety.

19kingabury to We Lowrde, Pine Ridge, 16 Oct, 1845, Box 9, Vol,
2, American Mm cammum uss, anuﬁ.an Historical Society;
Jutden and Laws of the Choctaw Natlon, 89; Copy of Agrece
mmm ’3 k] d and Chostaw Nation, 1846, Fitchlynn
Papers MSS, ﬂ!.kum me
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out that the Board of Missions was required to enroll one hundred students
as stated in the 1842 Act, and the Kational Council's role was to select
mm,wsmmm.mmmmumum.m
Thus assured, Lowrle committed the Foreign Mission Board to assume admine
istration of Spencer Academy.

The Board's first action was to select a Superintendent. For
the position, they chose Reverend James B. Ramsey, & native of New York,
graduate ct Princeton, thirty-one years old, and an omiained minister.
The new Superintendent set out for his post from Princeton, New Jersey,
in April, 1846,%1

In the meantime, Peter Pitchlymn urged the Foreign Board to
retsin the services of William Wilson, the principal teacher. Lowrle
corresponded with Wilson and asked him to remsin after Ramsey's arrival.
He also requested information concerning Spencer's bulldings, employees,
library and school, and farm. Wilson supplied the information, but
declined to remsin at the Academy, He anticipated a reduced salary and
loss of his favored position,??

On June 1, 1846, Reverend James Ramsey ascepted conirel of
Spencer Academy in behalf of the Preshyterian Boamd of Foreign ¥issions,
Numerous difficulties immediately were presented, not the lesast of which
was a desperate financial condition. No accurete accounts had been kept

FRahk Ten . o . - e + i e

2pitehlyon to We lowrde, Washingten, 13 Dec, 1845, Box 9, Vols
2, American Indian Corvespondence MSS, Presbyterian Historical Society.

31' Ineyelope 737 m

22p3 tehlynn to W Lowrie, Washington, 13 Dee, 1845; William
Wilson to W, Lowrie, Spencer, 25 Dec. 1845, Box 9, Vol 2, American
Indian Correspondence MSS, Presbyterian Historical Soclety.
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at the the institution during MoKinney's administration. From Berthelet,
Heald and Company and the Indian Agent, Ramsey learned that on June 1,
1846, the Academy was overdrawn $7,000, Thus he postponed opening the
school until 211 debts were paid and a full appropriation on hand,> On
closer investigation Ramsey found that the setual debt was enly §3,000,
and the Choctaw Counell, anxious to have the school in operation, assumed
the dohrt.”" . Ramsey then announced that Spencer would open on the first
Thursday of November,25

Ramsey was sorely tried by the lack of personnel, particularly
a principal teacher and steward. He declared that a special type of
individual was required for service of this sort. "We want 2 man,” wrote
Ramsey, "who feels disposed to devote his life, if need be, to the work."”
In response, Oliver P, Stark, twenty-three years old and a graduate of
Princeton Theological Seminary, was commissioned principel teacher,?’

When the new term began in November, 1846, the staff was still
deficient, and an epidemic deseribed as inflammtion of the lungs forced

26

the school to close after a few weeks. Ramsey believed the sickness was

23james Ramsey to W. Lowrie, Spencer, 7 Sept. 1846, Box 9, Vol.
2, American Indian Correspondence M35, Fresbyterian Historieal Society.

to Spencer Trustees and the CGeneral Gouncil, Spencer,
6 Oct. 1846, Box 9, Vol. 2, American Indian Correspondence HSS, Presbye
terian mwﬁ.eal Society.

258&3&7 to W. Lowrie, Spencer, 8 Oct. 1846, Box 9, Vol. 2,
American Indian Correspondence iS58, Presbytericn Historical Society.

a‘hnny to W. Lowrie, Spneir. 7 Aug. 1846, Box 9, Vel. 2,
American Indian Correspondence M3S, Presbyterian Historical Society.

27Ramsey to W, Lowrie, Spemcer, 12 Hov. 1846, Box 9, Vele 2,
American Indian Gomopmdmo nss. m:wm nxmm Seﬁety:
El “. Saﬂtt. ‘d.' .4 b W, L 13
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God's retribution for the students® spiritual neglect, but he used the
time to good advantage.”® Stark was sent Sast to recruit additional help
amd retwned in Februayy with the MeClure family and fr. and Hps. Charles
He Gardinere The Mollures were appointed stewayds and iy, Oandiner
assistant toacher.>’

Ramsey's annual report provided a deseription of early Spencer
Acadeny and its envircmment. The Superintendent’s home was directly in
the center of the Academy's grounds which extended over two and onew
quarter square miles., Rising in olear springs, a erystal stream provided
an abundance of water. MNost of the land consisted of thin, rocky soil,
which supported a cover of serub ocake. Crops in the area were gonerally
poor and pasture almost nonexistent, O(nly 2 small portion of the campus
was cleared of the gnarled serub ouk forest, 0

Set in & guadrangle, most of the Academy buildings were cone
structed of rough hewn logs. The three dorwitories wore nemed Pitchlymn,
Jones, and Armstyreng Halls for the Trustess. These bulldings wers tuwow
storied, weasured sixteen by sixty~four feet, woere constructed of roughly
sawed boasrds and painted white, and had an upper and lower porche On
each floor were four rooms sixteen feet sguare, esch of which had three
windows and an outside doore. The log buildings were rocfed with homee
made shingles, and the walls were plastered and whitewsshed, Situated
on a gentle knoll, and encircled by tranquil highlands, the Aeadeny was

et

@mm to W, Lowrie, Spencer, 2 Dec, 1846, Box 9, Vel. 2,
Amevican Indian Correspondence 183, Presbyterian Historieal Seelety.

29pansey to i, Lowrie, Spencer, 3 Hareh 1847, Box 9, Vol, 2,
American Indian Correspondence M35, Presbyterian Historical Soclety.

”mw to We Lowrie, Spencer, 13 Aug. 1846, Box 9, Vol. 2, -
American Indian Correspondence 133, Presbyterian Historical Society.
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DEAGRAM OF BULLDINGS AT SPENCER ACADEMY,
CHOCTAW NATION, 1846
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not without charm. In this peaceful land, Ramsey declared that he and
his staff feli strangely free of the turden of the Christian Cross. '

Academic matters were a speclal problem, especially languages
Rasmsey was appalled to find most of the boys were completely ignerant of
Gnglish. He placed Englishespeaking beys in charge of student groups
who then translated the Superintendent's wishes. Those who knew enly
Choctaw formed a special class, Ramsey hoped this plun would promote
English comprehension and inerease the Choctaws® acedemic ability,”?

A Chureh was not orgenized at Spencer until January, 1848,
Ce Go Copeland of Horwalk Station and Cyrus Kingsbury of Pilne Ridge, both
missionaries of the Ameviean Boawd, presided over services that culminated
in the formation of a Presbyterisn Church., 0O, P. Steark was appointed
Fresiding Blder. Fifteen of the fuithful, through transfer of meubere
ship, composed the Ifirst society of believers and Damiel PFinson, a student,
was admitled to the Chwmrch by baptisms Three other full-blood stulents
wnsuceessfully applied for admission,’?

The formal gathering together of & body of believers, however,
did not satisfly Ramsey, He deelared, "We have not enjoyed these visible
evidences of God," by which he meant the coanversion of the students,
Ramsey regemded the miasion effort & failure and blamed it on the unfaithe
fulness, worldliness, selfishness and want of eatire consecration on the

R

1 1ud.

Z3amsey to W. Lowrie, Spencer, 10 June 1846, Box 9, Vol, 2,
American Indian Correspondence MES, Fresbyterian Historieal Seciety,
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part of missionaries at Spencer. He placed special blame on Joseph
NeClure and his wife. "

The HeClures, commissioned as stewanrds at Spencer, directed the
boarding department. This yeoman family objected, however, to prepars
ing food for all but students. MeClure complained to Lowrde: *I think
this fine gentry can at least cook thelr own extras," 7 The McClures
were bitter toward Ramsey, and on one occasion they refused to prepare
food for Mre, Gardiner who was confined to her bed. On another, Mrs,
feClure called Ramsey's neice a "bitch" and suggested to "Father® HKingse
bury that the missionaries made "s god of their belly."’® In September,
1847, the McClures, who first refused to leave, were diswissed by the
Mission House,

An uneasy truce prevaliled at Spencer until the arrival of Dr.
Charles Fishback, A native of Iowisville, Kemtucky, he was sent to
supply medical attention for the Academy and Lmmediate neighborhood.
Although a medical missionsry, Fishback was impulsive, imprudent, sasily
offended, and zealous, Fe quickly labeled his assoclates at Spencer as
"either constitutionally disqualified, deficlient in practical experience,
or wanting in their love of Christ, and of perishing souls,">? The
teachers reconciled their differences and umdted in opposition to the

HMpamsey to We Lowrle, Spencer, 16 April 1848, Box 9, Vol. 2,
American Indian Correspondence MSS, Presbyterian Histordeal Society.

33joseph MeClure to W, Lowrie, Spencer, 9 July 1847, Box 9, Vol.
2, American Indian Correspondence MSS, Presbyterian Historieal Society,

3namsey to We Lowrle, Spencer, 30 July 1847, Box 9, Vole 2,
Amgrican Indian Correspondence M58, Presbyterian Historical Society.

37charles Fishback to W. Lowrie, Spencer, 20 Dee, 1843, Box 9
Vols 2, Ameriean Indian Correspondence MSS, Presbyterian Historical Society.
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doctor, T"hHortification has completely set in,* wrote Ramsey, "and had I
the power I would this day dismiss the whole lot of them,"®

Ramsey sought to restore peace by dismissing O. Py Stark whom
he regarded as a source of trouble, Stark was involved with the MeClures,
and frequently disputed heatedly with the Superintendent, his associate
teachers, and Fishback.”? In March, Gardiner resigned as assistant
teacher and advised the students that Fishback was the cause of his and
Stark's dom-w

The adversities and trials of the institution took their toll
on the Superintendent. Infected by the disease that closed the school
in 1846, Ramsey's throat was constantly sore and his chest continually
heavy. He made a trip Bast in 1848 seeking medical relief for what he
considered as tubercular consumption.*! In March, 1849, with staff dis-
undty at its peak, he submitted his resignation to the Mission House,
declaring that by his poor health God was illustrating that he was not
worthy or eapable of filling the mission poste s

Ramsey was displeased with his three-year stewardship at Spencer.
Ameng other faults, there was Jittle improvement in the students® ability
to understand and speak English., Consequently, he came to doubt the

A et

to W, Lowrie, Spencer, 19 Feb. 1849, Box 9, Vel, 2,
American Indian Correspondence M3S, Presbyterian Historical Society.

39, P, stark to W. Lowrie, Spencer, 2 March 1849, Box 9, Vol.
2, Amevican Indian Correspondence M55, Presbyterian Historical Society.

Ypansey to W, Lowrde, Spencer, 16 March 1849, Box 9, Vol 2,
American Indian Correspondence HS3, Presbylerian Historiecal Soclety.

MM to W, lowrie, Spencer, 23 June 1848, Box 9, Vol. 2,
American Indian Correspondence MSS, Presbyterian Historical Society.

“zmruw. Lowrie, Spencer, 12 March 1849, Box 9, Vol. 2,
American Indian Corvespondence M35, Preshviarian Historical Society.
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superiority of large mission schools and wrote that "every day's expers
dence confirms my views of their inferiority,"'’ His primary department
had received the approbation of the Trustees, but the Academy's financial
problem persisteds In the peried from July to December, 1848, actual
cost exceeded the estimate by $1,500,"% During Ramsey's tenure, cone
struction began on a fourth dormitory, but for 2ll his prayers and preache
ing only fourteen boys wers members of the Spencer Church. Furthermore,
Ramsey's administration was publicly questioned and a Trustee, Captain
Robert He Jones, & wealthy Choctaw planter, visited the school simply
"$o examine into the state of things,">

In June, 1849, Ramsey received the weloome news that his replace
ment was enroute, but before his family could depart his infant son died
of whooping cough. The new Superintendent, Alezander Reid, arrived on
July 11, 1849, Two days later Mrs, Ramsey died, After he buried his
wife, Ramsey wrote the Board:

Sickness and deathe-ethe overwhelming waters of afflicticn

sweprovent moee-alnost now utterly disqualify me from deing
mwmummmmmm

Ramsey claimed his afflictions came from God, and blamed all
on what he called the strange fire he had been offering for the past ten
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yoars, " Considering himsslf a hypoerite and refusing to pray, Fishback
wnsynpathetically diagnosed Ramsey as "insans on the subjects?’

In early September, 1849, Ramsey laft Spencer for New Yoxk City.
Later ho was an effective pastor of churches in Lexington and Lynchburg,
Virginis,*? As he left the Choctaw Nation, howsver, he was emaciated in
soul and body. He had given up his wife and son to a land that had been
unfriendly and wnprodustive,

The Board of Foreign Missions selected Alexander Reid as Spencer's
new Superintendent. It had also considered William S, Robertson for the
post, but commissioned him to the Creeks at Tullshassee Mission instead,”®
The new administrator was born in Kirodehsel, Scotland, in 1818, and
immigrated to the United States in 1831. A tailor by trade, he graduated
from Princeton Theological Seminary in 1849, and entered the service of
the Foreign Board,>!

Reid attributed Spencer's plight to substandard religious and
secular tenching and meny unfortunate sppointwents.”> Difficulties,
however, mﬁn more numerous than expected. The adverse departmental
conditions were known throughout the Choctaw NHation., Stark and Gardiner
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attempted to diseredit the Academy and Dy, Fishback insisted upon mage
mifying miner inequities, To Reid, the circumstances were “wretched."”>

The new Superintendent was a man of action. He wanted a staff

that would stand behind him and urged appointment of A. Jo Orsham and
Hamllton Balentine, both Princeton greduates, His workers included C.
Re Oregory, who came West with him, and Susan Dutscher, alveady at the
Academy, Reld sald both were devoted and would provide a staff of one
heart and mind,® To scquaint himself with the assignment Reld visited
other mission sehools and met with Spencer's Hoard of Trustees.>”

A majority ef the Trustees, Reid found, favored 2 division of
the Academy into smeller schools. The August examinations reinforced the
Board's opinion. "Cur examination was a very poor effair,® the Superine
tendent reperted, "sverything but creditable to the institution.*”® Reid
agreed that Spencer had not come up to expectations, But the calamities
from vhich the Academy suffered no longer existed.
year longer.” he requested of the Choctaws, "eewwe ask for no more at the
present, only lot us 2lone."57 The Trustees ultimately acquieseced, and

i ot ik . . A s
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Reid jubilantly reported that opposition to Spencer was brom.se

Spencer Acadeny and Alexander Reid were on trial throughout the
school term, 184950, In January, he reported "we are succeeding beyond
our expemﬁomp'” In June, he reported again: "I am very happy in my
worky"®® 0n July 12, 1850, the examinations were held with a host of
Choctaws present as the Jury, "I feel more like singing than writinmg,*
exultated Redid. "The progress of the boys was manifest, A great crowd
attended and all went away delighted with Spencer."S! Secure in Choctaw
favor, Reid was justly proud. '

The Board of Foreign Mdssions appointed their missionaries for
three years: Freguently, however, those commissioned did not serve the
designated periocd, Spencer missionaries, unfortunately, were no different.
Casper Gregory and 4, J, Graham returned home after one year, Susan
Duteher married James Ramsey's nmephew in December, 1850, and plamned to
leave the Academy, but died suddenly nmear Pine Ridge, Hamilton Balentine
arrived at Spencer in 1850 and left in 1852 for Wapanucka, J. Gs Turner
came in Jamuary, 1851, but in thirteen months could no longer endure
teaching, Reverend John Fdwards stayed two years and then transferred
to Wheelock. All were Jedicated Christians, but net 2ll preferrved

s s
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Spencer or could stand its rigers,02

Some missionaries stayed for the length of their commlssion and
longers Joseph Betz, who built Wilson Hall, served as carpenter from
1846 to 1855, Faithful Miss Flizabeth Morrison, neice of James Raumsey,
served all but two of the years between 1846 to 1859, as well as after
the Civil Wars Robert Burtt taught from 1853 to 1857, George Ainslie
remained at Spencer four years and H. A, Wentz, an eccentric bachelor
always on the threshold of marriage, served the Academy from 1857 to 1860,
Nathaniel Wiggins and his family acted as stewards for four years also,
Finally, Robert Young, who first impressed Reid as having a weak mind,
still weaker body, and too far fvom his mother, faithfully taught from
1856 to 1861,

Unsicilled labor at Spencer was secured locally, Indians would
do few menial tasks, and thus the Superintendents used slaves, The Negro
hands were hired by the Academy {rom wealthy Indien owners. When Reid
arrived in 1849, nine or temn black men were employed. He disliked the
use of slaves, however, and three years later reduced the mumber to four
wash womens®® From 1853 to 1855, however, the muwiber employed increased
from 5ix to ten women, and additional men %o chop woods The use of slaves
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varied with Reid's ability to obtain white help.55

The Negro slaves at Spencer contributed to American folk musice.
Uncle Wallace and Aunt Minerva Willis bared their souls in songs which
the students and missionaries committed to memory., Alexander Reid heard
the Jubilee Singers of Fisk University at Newark, New Jersey in 1871.
Their reperteire of native Hegro amn insufficient, he taught them the
Spencer songs. thWmmm.mMMud
at the Academy were "Steal Away to Jesus," "The Angels are Coming," "I'm
a Rolling, I'm a Rolling,” and “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot.""®

Ordained sdnisters who were appointed as teachers were generally
dissatisfied at Spencer. IThey considered teaching bemeath their training
and calling. Casper Gregory, who came with Reid, accepted a pastorate
in Permsylvania after one year, Hamilton Belentine was more inclined to
teach, but yearned for a ministerial peost. Reverend John Bdwards could
not wait to take over Wheelock Mission and George Ainslie chaffed under
the yoke of teaching. Sheldon Jackson thought any common layman could
teach at Spencer and H, A, Wentz implored the Mission Boamd to assign
hin a pastorate.5” Reid had defimite opimions on the matter. “You ean't
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find compentent ginigters to teach. They don't have the grace,"*® For
professional educators, however, it was another matter. Robert Young,
Urlande lee and Robert Burtt were very satisfactory instructors in the
Indian Acadeny, and gained the respect of their Superintendent.5?

Just as Reid scorned ordained mimisters, he doubted the value
of female missionaries, Susan Dutcher, for whom he had high respect,
was replaced by Miss Freelove K. Thompsons Reid thought her "superior
and accomplished,” but questioned that she would succeed as a missionary.
"She should have been sent to China,” he wrote.’° By Jamuary, 1852, he
was absolutely convinced that women teachers would not do,’! Mrs, Betz
and Mrs, Evans were feeble and 111, and the latter cried by the hour,
As o result, one~half of their husbands' time was devoted to the family,”?
Reid wanted no more married men, "The bare thought of a man and his wife
coming to Spencer puts me in a fever,® he wrotes’~

The Superintendent’s own experiences prejudiced him against woe
men. Single when he came o Spencer, Reld soon realized that it was "not
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good for man to live alm.s"?“ On September 30, 1850, he merried
Elizabeth Graham, who immedistely entered into the sdesion labore,
Puysically weak, Academy burdens bore heavily upon the young rs, Reld,
and her husband continually implored the Mission House to furvish her
with an assistant,’” After the birth of their first ¢hild on Jamuary
19, 1854, her health rapldly deteriorated.”0 Reid reported in May, 1854,
that Mrs, Reid would "shortly enter into her rest.*/! On June 6, 1854,
she dled, Their's had been a happy life together, but Mrss Reid had
suffered constant illness from the burdens of the pest. Reid concluded
that Spencer labors had crucified his wife and that other women would
have to pay the same prices One year later his attitude softened, however,
and on November 3, 1855, he married Miss Thompson. He was indeed thanke
ful that she was not sent o China,”®

In regard to nepotism, the Board of Foreign Missions had no
regulation, The Board's Superintendent at Spencer Academy made the most
of its silence, His brother John acted as Assistant Supevintendent, but
received little more compensation than board and yoom, Isebelle and John
Reid, Jrs, and Charles and Janet Fenquharson, neices and nephews, worked
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in the kitehen and on the famm?? Reld showed no favoritism by family
appolntments, His relatives were depandable employees and that he was
unzble to retain them permanently was Spencer's loss,

~ Superintendent Reid was an astute sdministrator, In two and
ene-half years he peduced the staff from thirty.seven to twenty-four
and decreased the sur pald in salaries $500 anmually., The savings was
partlally effected by a reduction in his own salary from $600 to 3200
per years His diminished wage was even lsss than the earpenterts,
Greater care wae taken also in the preporation of food resulting in one
and ons-half bushels less of dsily com consusption.’ Despite meny
physieal improvements, from May, 1849 to May, 1856, expenses were
$71,069 wiile income was $73,750. During Reid's admimistration
expenses m’miﬂﬂﬁ‘!h&'

Reid was jubllant azboul the success of the school., "We are

succeeding beyond onr expectations,” he wrote,>> e Board of Foreign
Misslons agreed to admit onme hundred boys to Spencers Seldom were that
few enrolled, In 1851, there were one hundred thirty-five students, and
in the following term, one hundred forty-one. For the 1853«54 session,
Reid hoped %o take one hundred fifty boys, and looked to the day he would
have two hundred, The Superintendent persomally admitbed all students
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above one hundred %> So great was the desive of the full-blood to
educate his children that hard feelings inevitable cceurrved when a
particular boy was not enrolled, Convineced that five hundred beoys if
permitied would enroll in ten days, Reld had to limit the student body
to reduce 111 1111,

Of the many students that entered the Chootaw Harvard few
remained wore than three years. Thdrtyefour boys ran awny in the 185253
tern, Unfortunately, the students who left were the older and norve
advanceds Frequent chonges of lnstructors provoked the departures. Lach
new teacher lost part of his class before he gained its respect. Ceorge
Alnslie's group of older students literally rebelled his first year at
Spencer, Of thirtyefive boys, only five retwmed for the following
sessions Another teacher, J. He Nourse, stayed only one tews, during
which some of his youngsters ven away as many as six tdmes.od

With the older, more advanced students leaving, Sponcer became |
a large privery school, Peter P, Fltehlymn first made the observation,
but Alexandor Reid agreed. Two thirds of the boys were under twelve
years of age in 1854, One~half had enrclled less than two sessions before,
and only four had vemsinsd longer than five years,% *If Pitehlym and
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the Trustees won't keep the students in school ten to fifteen years,”
explained the Superintendent, "you camnot have a higher level of edus
eation,">? Parents and students were reluctant to submit to the dise |
eipline necessary for a successful schools If the youngsters stayed |
for four or five years, however, Reid declared that "they would be
pretty good scholars,"5%

Reid had duties other than managing the schoels The summer of
1851 he spent preaching, eating, and living with the Choctawss He spoke
fifty times, rode 1,200 to 1,500 miles and sew 3,000 to 4,000 people.
Throughout the Hation he mel "Spencer boys," and for the first time
understood the greatness of the work in which he and his assoclates were
engaged.”’ le reorganized the Spencer Chureh in April, 1854 Tvelve
were admitted to membership and George Ainslie elected presiding elder,

In the Sumor of the same year a religious revival manifested
in the vieinity of the Academy., Between 300 and 700 Indians were present
at different sacramental meetings between 1854 and 3855.9' By the last
of September, 1854, elghty=two were wenbers of the Spencer churche -
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At nearby congregations, hundreds of childven were baptized and many
adults received inte the followship,”> Je G, Sillimen was sent in late
1855 to pastor the churches, but 411 health forced him to leave within
the year,”™ The Board hesitated to send another pastor, but Reid regarded
the churches so important that he threatensd to resign unless an additional
mnister was sent.’”

As the unofficial dean of the Foreign Board's Choectaw missione
aries Reid alded in the administration of other mission points. In this
capacity he was invelved in the Reverend Mr. Eells controversy at Good=
water Mission, Fells was a Southemer commissioned to superintend the
Chickasaw Female Academy. Most of his assoclates, as & consequence, were
women. FBells, whose wife was pregnant, was if not immoral, at least
indiscreet. He reportedly used every occasion to physically touch his
teachers, Reports said he draped his ams over the breasts of Miss Mathers,
and moved Miss Holingsworth into an adjecent bedrooms He put his arms
about the latter and kissed her on the steps of the Seminary, Reid did
not blame Eells for this action because Miss Holingsworth was "a very
loveable 1ittle bodywesage about 20."% Reid did objeet to the Goodwater

~ Superintendent visiting the young teacher's sickroom at night dressed enly
in a shirt, In addition to this impropriety, Eells massaged her feet
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and legs, used a poultice on her "bowels," and employed a cather and
syrings. To Reid, the whole matter was highly indecent and he recome
‘mended Fells removal,”’ |

. After seven years, the cares of Spencer forced Reld to submit
his resignation. He asked not to leawe the Choectaws, but instead to
learn their language and live among them, "My spirit," he wrote, "is
90 broke down that I cannot endure my position any longer,"™® In response
to Reid's request, the Mission Board appointed Gaylord Mowe, a Hew Yok
minister, as Spencer's new Supe dents. Hore arrived at the Academy
on November 1, 18356, To ease More's adjustment to the institution, Redd
delayed his departure.’?

Superintendent lMore yemained at Spencer for only one year.

After a month he advised the Board he would leave at the close of the
sesslons The burdens of his wife prompted his resignation. He declared
that had he known of her duties he never would have eome to the Indians,
Hore also lost the respect of his staff, fobert Young threatened to
resign if the new Superintendent remained.'®! The Mission House sounded
out James Ross Ramsey (no velation to the earlier Superintendent, James
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Be Ramsey) as a replacement for More. Ramsey declined, however, to leave
his post in the Seminole Nation.'OZ In desperation, the Foreign Board
implored Alexander Reid to return to the Academy., The Sage of Spencer,
in New Jersey because of his wife's health, accepted the call because the
Choctaws were dissatisfied with Spencer's late managements '’

In the meantime, James Frothingham served as Acting Superintends
ent. When Reid arrived in late December, "his coming was very much like
that of *Napoleon to his eagles.'"!%® Reid acted to restore the confidence
of the Choctaws in their National Academys, When, at the end of the term,
he returned to his wife, the Nation once again considered Spencer as its
prineipal tool of eivilization.

What had been won, however, was lost in one more term. Frothe
ingham resumed the Superintendency for the 1858-59 sessions The year was
highly unsuccessfful, Because of his health, Sheldon Jackson, later a
successful Alaskan missionary, dismissed the upper class. A messles
epidemic developed and the institution suffered a general loss of
respect. 195 George Ainslie, however, indicated that it was no wonder the
Indians complained. "The whole place lies open, unprotected by a fence.
Cattle and hogs roms the campus,”'%® In view of the conditions at Spencer,
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Alexander Reld consented to return once agaln,

The indispensable Superintendent, for the second time without
his wife, returned to the Choctaws in August, 1859,'%7 His retum
inspired the good will of the masses once againe. "The fullebloods are
my warm friends,” wrote Reid six months later. Furthermore, Spencer was
in "as good or better shape than ever,” and "the mission family move
along very harmontously,"'% Unfortunately, he was unable to say the
same for his beloved Choctews.

The late 1850's and early 1860's were perilous for the Indians.
Femine stalited the land through 1860 and sarly 1861. The Mission Boani
offered relief, but Reid declined the assistance., He said aid would
obseure to the Indian that his suffering came from his own indolence,
and he guietly assisted the Choctaws by giving then work and food as
payment, 1%% The slavery issue also crested disumity. The National
Council in early 1854 passed a law requiring all abolitionists to leave
the Nation.'1? Zither honestly or prudently, the missionaries there-
after remained silent on the inflasmatory issue, Ardently antie-slave,
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Hissions dismissed its
workers in the Choctaw Nation who refused to espouse the Northern cause.
Through Redd's offorts these dedicated men wers commissioned by the
Presbyterian Board of Forelgn Missions who sought a neutral position
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on the slavery issue, !

The leading Choctaws considered most missionaries abolitionists.
The Awerican Board's action only reinforced their comclusion. 'hen He A
Wentz, a former missionary teacher at Spencer, was caught selling fire-
arms on May 20, 1862, few doubted the subversiveness of mission activity,
The next day Sponcer was visited by an armed mob in search of additional
weapons. 112 In danger of & return visit and with the Chootavs casting
thelr 1ot with the Seuth, Spanser sewld nod sentinue. By May SVAh, moet |
of the missionaries left the Lcademy. After September Sth, only Alexander
Reld and his family remained to hear the echo of happy veices of a bye
gone day.'13 Said Redd: *I intend to remain here as long as I am S
allowed to do so undisturbed,*! ¥

As the Spencer refugees made their way through the Confederzte
States to the North, an ere at the Choctaw Harvard ended.''? e Presty-
terian Board of Foreign Missions aaimd direction of Spencer in 1846,

;‘

The first three years guided by James B, Ramsey ended in heartache snd
frustration. Under the direction of Alexander Reid, however, the Academy
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gained the respect of 'a'.u Indian patrons., Redid's momentary retirement
only illustrated his ability and influence, After the first seventeen
years, the success of the school was evident in the aceomplishments of
the Spencer "boys." The advent of war clouds, however, suspended Spencer
Academy as the Choetaw's principal sourcs of civmaattml



CHAPTER III

THE WAR AND AFIER, 1861 < 1882

Ihis people is my people.
Alexander Reid.

The divisive forces at work in Indian Territory were faint echos
of the strife in the United States. The notion that the sections were
different and the struggle over slavery divided the United States along
HortheSouth lines. The confliet affected not only govermment but religious
organizations as well, Southern churches, for example, withdrew from the
Preshyterian General Assembly, and after the formation of the Confederacy,
ostablished the Presbyterian Church, Confederate States of America. The
new southern organisation desived to duplicate the many services of the
General Assembly, one of which was foreign mission activity, Consequently,
an Executive Board was formed and Dr. Je« L. Wilson, who had resigned a
simlar post with the northem churches, was appointed Secretary.’

After the Choctaws cast their lot with the South on July 13, 1861,%

ig June =é‘ Box 12, Vol. 1s Mr.!.am Iman Gemmmo HSS. hvaahy-
ummamamm
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Wilsen hastened to the Indlan Territory to solidify the southem Chureh's
position,” He found that the school property had been repossessed by the
Chootaw Couneil.” Reid, Kingsbury, Byington, and others, consideved as
Gonfederate supporters and "secessionists" by the departed missienaries,
had stayed at their posts, however,> At Wilson's urging, the remaiming
Choctaw missionaries acoepted the mmhht of the new Executive Board
of Foreign Missions. After his visit, Wilson spevifically reported that
Alexander Reid should have the confidence of southern Chrdstians.®

 During the strife that followed secession, Sponcer Acadeny did
mmamumumummwm Wwatmm
Reld continued his religlous mmum to the surrounding community.
The dorwitories were put to military use. Confedevate troops probably
mmm:»mmmm. 1862, Two companies of Major Simpson
rolam'amhatunmwpn ommtemmua:mmm
on June 30, 1863.7 These were apparently the first soldiers stationed
in the area, It is doubtful, however, that they camped on the Spencer
grounds. According to Reid, the Academy was first occupled by white
soldiers, A detachnent of Texans, therefore, probably carried the

I3, 0s loe teo vamm p. cm, nmmm nw m-u. 15 Narch
1862, in Annie He a.m The Anerio rehold
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Civil War to the Chootaw Harvard,®

In 1863, a hospital for Confederate troops was established at
the Academy, and while m:.m-ur the patients was not vecorded, it
operated for eighteen months accepting casualiies from winor military
skirmishes,’ The dormitories made ideal wards and opersting vooms, but
not all who were treated survived their stays A resident later recalled
that skeletons and bonrs remained after the doctors snd patients abane
doned the Spencer buildings. Many soldiers who entered the Civil War
hospitals did not live to recall the experience. The crude, wilitary
facility at Spencer was certainly no more efficient, and skeletons uay
very well have remained as a memorial to the pain and agony of that
struggle in the Chootaw Nation,!?

General Douglas H. Cooper arrived at Spencer on December 14,
1863 with the Wells Battalions Commanding General William Steele, from
his headquarters at Doaksville, directed Cooper to establish himself at
the Academy without interfering with the general hospital, He suggested
that the men camp at some contiguous point where timber was available
for huts,'?  After a winter's encampuent, Cooper left Spencer, later
appointed Commanding Oeneral of the Indian Territory, Confederate States
of America, he made his headquarters at Port Washita, several miles

o
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west of the school on the prns.rh.‘z

The waning Confederate fortunes in the Indian Territory brought
z flood of vefugees to the Chootaw Nation, From the Autumn of 1863 to
the end of the war thousands suffered privations in camps aleng the
Kiamichi, Boggy, and Blue Rivers,'? Not far from the Kiamichi, Spencer
succored hundrveds of these destitute eivilians, Shelter and food were
aveilsble in abundance., Kindness and clothing were also on hand, To
many, the Acadeny was an casis in a desert of strife and destruction, '’

During wilitayy oceupation, Alexander nels held undisputed
possession of the Superintendent’s house, dining room and kitchen,
General Gooper gave strict orders not So disturb him and his famly, To
Reid, this was a "great faver from the lord," The possessions of the
departed wisslonaries were left unmolosted, Reld never had so much as
a chicken taken from him, Furthermore, he never lacked sugar, tea, salt,
coffee, or {lour for the duration of the tﬂl‘c‘s

Situated in the Superintendent's house, life for the Reid family
was not uncomplicated, In October, 1861, after his follow missionaries at
Spencer abandoned their posts, Reid's thind ehild, a daughter, was born,!%
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Mrs. Reid was feeble in health, and the childbirth did not improve her
condition. As Spencer deteriorated with military oceupation, Mrs. Reld
also declined, OFf her it was said: "She is so still but so pleasant and
so kind,"17 In this condition she passed awsy on July 10, 1864, Thus
within ten years, Reid buried a second wife in the Spencer cemetery.

Mps, Reid's death caused radiecal changes in the Superintendent's
howe, 4 Negro woman was employed to cook and wash and Redd eared for the
childrens'? While the Conflederate Army was close by he protected them
from what he considered evil influences, "I kept my children very closely
shutupumﬁwmum:mmnnaement,'hnwmh.m
Seeretary Wilson offered to take the baby into his own fomily and find
homes for the boys among his friends, The Superintendent declined the
offers His southern sympathies were not strong enough to send the childe
ven to South Carolina, Instead he preferred they receive their education
in the home of thelr "seinted mothers,">!

Despite sickness in his ovm home, Reld continued to minister to
mmrmw. He maintained services at two places and sometimes

i
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at a third,? His audiences were composed of women, children, and aged
men. At one peint only two men were present,’ In 1862, smallpox
ravaged the vieinity and over fifteen Choctaws died,? woridng fron
Spencer the tireless "Feel of God" was a source of strength and comfort
to his charges.

No attempt was made to reopen Spencer Academy during the War,2?
All were caught in the exvitement of war and there was little intevest
in education. Furthermore, no funds were available. Tribal leaders
regarded the suspension of teaching as serious, and feared that without
schools, the new generation would have no foundation upon which to build
@ new Nation,?® The value of education was illustrated by a report
which declared that "most of the Choctaw compamies that have gone to
the War are officered Ly young men who have been educated at Spencer
M.'ﬂ In view of the future, leading Choctaw men were thus uneasy
over the suspension of the schools.

Spencer was a mission polnt as well as an educational institution.
During the war, the prineipal function of the Academy was spirituals The
turmoil of the conflict, however, was not conducive to yeligious interest.
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Seldom were there crowds for preaching services and many Spencer Church
membors neglected their religion entirely,”> As Reid's children
prevented him from traveling great distances, he was unable to arrest
the religious corrosion of his peoples

The Choctaws persisted in their rebsllion against the United
States until June 19, 1865, Ghief Feter F. Pitehlymn officlally surrende |
ered the military forces of the Nation at Doaksville, ten miles south of
spencer.?? Cyrus Kingsbury's prediction that the Chootaws would be "used
w" in 2 nationsl conflict was dreadfully aceurate,”’ The people were
destitute and the land destruyed. Some refugees who had received sance
tuary among the Choctaws formed lawless bands and preyed upon the peoples>!
Hopeless at first, order was restoved with surprising repidity. The war,
however, brought disaster. "IThis was the second time in our history,”
said Chisf Allen Wright, "thet the bright future prospects for the Choctaws
in the rapld march to civilization have been impeded and paralysed." 2

At Spencer Academy, Alexander Reid saw the need for rapid action.
He was powerless, however, to recpen Spencer without Council approval.
He did inerease the circle of his preaching and by 1866 he had four
regular appointments.’’ From October of that year to December, 1867, he

Mum. Spencer, 27 Mavch 1866, Sue MeBeth Papers,
Gklahoma Historical Society.
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recedved twenty~three persens into the Churen,?* In July, 1868, Reid and
his two soms visited the mountain churches in the north and east, who for
seven years were ulthout missionary direction. The trip was made despite
recurring chills and fever, but resulted in strengthened and encouraged
Choctaw Christizns,>?

After the War, the Chootaws recognized the need for new educotione
al facilities. In December, 1866, the Hational Council effectively recone
stituted the neighborhood schools. In January, the Choetaw children for
the first time in five years gathered again at the crude houses of primary
learning. Funds, however, were not available for Spencer and it contimued
dormant, 36 _ .

In February, 1869, Alexsnder Reid and his childwen left the
Indian Nation.? Reid desired to devote his life to the Chootaws, and
furthernore, ho wanted death and burial in their land,”® He left the
mission, however, on aceownt of his childven,~’ dith a meager educaw
ticnal program there, proper instruction wes available only in the Bast,
Reid took the two boys to Princeton, New Jersey and tutored them for
admission into the University. Casper Uregory kindly received his young
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daughter into his heme in Pennsylvania,™

Reld was not content in the Rast. He constantly yearned for
Spencer and the Chootaws,™ Once his children were educated, the Sage
of Spencer returned to the Indian Territory in 1880 as 2 missionary |
commissioned by the Preshyterian Board of Home Missions. His headquarters
were at Atoke until 1882 when, to work with the Choctaw Freedmen, he
removed again um&mﬁ 3ix years later, this man of "extrome
modesty, of singular exscutive ability, of sterling Seotch moral strength
noted for his plety, spirituality, cheerfulness and entire contentment,®
died in Boston, Massachusetts,”’ Foremost, however, Alexander Reid was
servant of the Choctaws,

After Reld left Spencer in Pebruary, 1869, the Acadenmy was
occupded by a Negro famlly, The previous autumn, howsver, the National
Council had authorized the repair of the Choctew Harvard, Forbis LeFlore,
Superintendent of Schools, employed Calvin Ervin to rebulld the Asedeny,
At the end of the summer, the Brvin family moved to the imstitution, The
buildings had deteriorated, but were delightful play areas for the Frvin
children. The contractor and carpenter worked steadily for two yesrs
before Spencer reflected its antebellun splendor,
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‘On Hovember 2, 1870, the Netiomsl Council acted to yeestablish
Spencer Acsdeny as a male boanding school, Six thousand dollars was withe
drewn from the nelghborhood school fund and allotted to the institution,
The Presbyterian, Paptist and Methodist Mission Boards weve each asked
about adwinistering the school and supplylng the teachers and salaries,’”
terian Church organizations, The northern Church designated itself during
the Civil Wer, Presbyterian Church, U. S 4e After the War, the churches
that once formed the Preshytesian Church, Confederate States of America,
adopted the title, Presbyterian Chureh, Umited States, in order to
distinguish it from the northem organization. The Foreign Mission
agencies of both church groups agreed to oversee the Acadenmy., Joseph
Folsom attempted to have the school placed uwnder the care of Spencer's
ol benefactor, the Mission Boand of the northern Preshyterian Church,
(U Su Ae)s*® The Councll declded against kim, however, and favered
instead the Foredgn Missions agency of the southern Church (U. 8.), a
natural seleetion in view of the Chootaw affinity for things southern.’?

The southewn Church's declsion to resuscitate Spencer was hesitant,
The determimation was mede "lest 1% £all into hands that would meke it a
curse to the Nation."*® By agreement, the Mission Board agreed to appoint
and support a Superintendent and two teachers and admit to Spencer sixty

“Spsts of the Chootaw Nation, 2 Nov, 1870,
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msle students. As the new Superintendent the Executive Gommlttee of
Foreign Missions seleeted the Reverend J. He Colton,"?

Golten came to the Choctaw Nation from Fayetteville, Worth
Carolina,™®  He Joined the Indlan Preshytey in January, 1870 and one
year later ocoupled Pine Ridge, the station of the beloved Cyrus Kingsbury,
recently deceaseds”! When his Board elected to reopen Spencer, Colton
was, therefore, conveniently near, In March, 1571, he was assigned to
Spencer and charged with preparing the school for ite first term sinee
1860,72

In behalf of the Rxecutive Committes of Forelgn Missicns of the
Presbyterian Church, Us S,, Jo He Colton accepted administration of
Spencer Academy on May 20, 1871, He agreed to govern the institution
according to the requiremsnts of the Educational Aet of 1842, The cone
tract stipulated that sixty boys would enreoll in the Acadeny and that the
Hission Board would supply food, clothes, and instruection for ten mn.”

the Committee found it difficult to staf?f Spencer, A school of
slxty young Choctaws required a Superintondent and two assistants., The
Comdittee, however, was unable to supply the sdditional teachers when the
Acadeny opened for its first term ia 1871, Thus instead of the projected
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sixty students, facilities were available for only thirtystwo.™ In
September, the Executive Commttee published the need for assistants at
Spencer, but the response was disappeintingly wnﬁ’ o

The lack of teachers detracted from the success of Colten's first
yoar at Spencers VWith only helf of the prescribed students, the Choctaws
detected very little progross, Furthermore, the ineffective examinations
demonstrated iluwpotent instructions The Nation Councdl, thorefore, exe
pected the Academy would improve during its second torm50

By commencement of the sccond sessiom, Sponcer was sufficiently
staffed. Dependable Miss Elizaboth Morrisen, Mpe and Mrs, J, L, Caldwell,
and lire i, MeAskil received commissions from the Executive Comudttee,
With the additional teachers, enrolluent al Sponcer incressed to fifty
students,”’ This nusber, however, was far short of the hunired end more
students enrolled before the Civil vWar,

Unfortunate deaths and sccidents at the Acadeny occurred during
Colton's second yeare In December, 1872, the boys were waiting on an
upper gallery for clean clothes when the supports collapsad. The young-
sters tusbled to s splintery heap., Twelve of the students were very badly
cut, and all were bruised and seratched. Iz the fellowing spring, Spencer
was visited by mnother catastrophe, Tue of the students died frow an
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unknown melady,” Misfortune continued during the new Superintendent's
early years at Spencers

Colton nurtured the spiritual life of the Spencer community. He
orgardzed Sabbath mowning prayer meetings and Presbyterien catechism
classes to instruct the students in Christian virtues. Colton reported
in 1873 that a religious reawakening was in progress. It was the first
revival of interest since 1858 when Alexander Reid baptized hundreds,
Colton was not as successful as Reid, however., Only seven believers
were admitted that year to the Spencer Ghurch,5?

In 1874, J. Leighton Wilson visited Spencer in behalf of the
Execcutive Committee. He was impressed anew with the five twowstory framed
buildings and the location of the Academy. He veassured the Committee's
supporters of the worthiness of Spencer as & wission point, He reported
that nine-tenths of all influential men in the Nation received their
education at Spencers "I visited the school tuice in former years, and I
do not think it was ever in a move flourishing condition.*®? ilson's
cbservation, however, was pure propagandas There was no comparison to
earlier years. Only fifty students were sustained wheress in the ante-
bellum period Reid enrolled three times that number.

Colton was momentarily absent from Spencer during the latter pert
of 1874 and early 1875, He returned to NHorth Carolina because of his
wife's healths e Te Johnston of Columbia, South Caroline was commissioned
by the Exscutive Committee as Colton's replacement, Johnsten, however,
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proved 2 failure. Without consulting the Committee or his missionary
agsoclates, the temporary Superintendent withdrew from the Academy, Such
action did not improve Spenter's public image and Colton had to hasten
back £rom North Caroline before chaos developed.!

After Colton retwrned to the Acadenmy, he faced one crisis after
anothers The financial condition of the institution was critical, In
the autwm of 1875 he requested additional appropriations from the Hatione
al Councils To the Choctaws, however, the incumbent admirdstwation did
not mevit supplemental funds.®2 In support of his request, Goltan pointed
out that the recent examinations had been satisfactory. William Gaydner
supported the Superintendent in his appreisal. "The students were sctive
and attentive to duties, giving ummistakable evidence that they had not
spent their time in dleness,” he reported.S’ The Gouncil was mot
impressed, however, and did not honor the financial appeal,

The teram of 1875«76 was wholly unsuccessfuls. The Exscutive
Committee admitted as such in 4ts Ammual Beport by stating that 4n
comparison to previcus years, *w:&msamtuﬂﬁd;nuh'&
The attendance contimued to average only fifty students and funds were

inodequate to supply institutionsl necessitiess The National Council was
also digsatisfled, Choctaw lsaders believed that Colton arbitrarily
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expelled students and vefused to consult the Board of Trustees, He had
extablished a store at the Academy, also in viclation of the Educational
Act of 1842 and had not admitted students for the fall term, Aceording-
1y, the Council resolved to investigate the Superintendent and ask the
Expcutive Comnmittee for his vemovals If the request was not honored,
the Choetaw Nation plammed to give notice $6 the southern Presbyterien
Ghureh of its intention to terminate the contract of 1871,65 s

The last of Cotober, 1876, the Spencer Boaxd of Trustees formally
requested Colton's dismissal, As the new Supsrintendent, they urged the
appointment of L, We Currie, a teacher at Spencer since 1875« The
Presbyterian Executive Comdttee responded by expressing dissatisfaction
with the Nation's support of Spencer. It pointed out that by witheholde
ing funds, the Natiomal Couneil, not the Misalon Board, kept the sehool
from opening on September 1st. To prevent session delays in the future,
the Commitiee demanded that the United States govermment pay the educatione
al funds dirvectly to it znd not to the Councils Furthermore, Colten's
resignation was acoepted by the Mission Soard three months earlier, but
not because of the action of the Doaxd of Trustees. Fimally, the Committee
would not appoint Currie or reopen the school until requosted adjustments
were mades The Board, however, declared that its representative, John
Je Read, would visit the Academy and veopen the institution if he deemed
it precticable,56 . |

Bdmund MeCurtain, a Ghoctaw leader, replied to the charges and
demands of the Executive Committees He explained that the Nation allotted

S55cts of the Chootaw Nation, 21 Octs 1876,
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HeCurtain cbserved that despite the delay and without an appropristion
the Hethodist Acaderyy opened, but Spencer hed not, As the Council depende
ed upon the United States for the funds, it could not guarantee the arvival
dates Also, the Executive Comittee could not expech the Cowneil %o
approve wmummmy. action regarding Colton was based
uport his operation of a store without a license, not his ranagement of
Spencer, 97

- The Hationmal Council's action ended Colton's six years at Spencer.
Resuscitation of a defunet institution was no easy task, That Spencer
Academy veopened at all after the Civil War was to his eredit, Colton,
however, did not guide the Academy to a level compareble to antebellum
years, He wae never sble to enroll more then & mimiram nusber of students.
His decision to opevate o store was unfortunate. When be left the Nation,
however, the disfavor of the Council was elicited by the store, and not
his administration of Spencer, :

The Executive Committee selected Joln Ju Read to replace Colton
and to determine if the Church should eontinue b Spencer Acadeny., Read
was born in Hinds County, Mississippl in Janwary, 1843, During the Civil
War he served four years in the Confederate Army and entered the mimistry
at the confliot's ends After Appomattox, Read continued his education at
Gakland College and Columbda Seminary. He was preaching in Houston, Texas

when the Executive Committee comdssioned him to assume charge of Spencer,
With his wife and infant daughter, Read arrived in the Choetaw liation
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1n Decesber, 1876,%

Spencer Acadeny vesumed instruction on Jamavy 1, 1877, fThe

dent apparently dropped the Committee's finsnelal demands

and agreed to expel students only with the consent of the Board of Truste
ees, In any event the contract was continued, Bead's first months at
the institution acquainted hinm with the unique problems of Indlan educae
tion., Entering students know 1ittle Znglishand many did not stay at the
Academy long enough to recelve instruction in depths Few students "knew
anything outside of their simple 1ife in the woods,® he veported.’? me
problem was not new at Spencer; only to the Superintendent.

In 1875, Drs He Rs Johnson was sent to the Acadeny by the Board
in response to recurring illness among the students, Johnson way have
taught on oceasion, but his principal concern was, of course, the health
of the Spencer famly.T° ' Cne major disease confronting Johnson was
preunorda, which amually took the lives of many youngsters, including
Read's small daughters’! Striving to improve health at Spencer, he
persuaded the Council to requive physical examinations of all students
for diseased lungs, If the boys were afflicted, they were then suspended
from the Academy,’2
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As the dootor worked to lmprove Spemcer's health, Read was
anzlous to ralse the level of cducation.’? He saw no need for the Indians
to seek higher education in the United States,”™ A *migh school" level
was possible at Spencer, but only if the students had a better educae
tional foundation. To this end, the Superintendent reguested the Trustees
to appoint only those boys who demonstrated execellsnce im the neighbore
hood schooles Read's lobby was so effective that the Comncil established
specific requirvements for admission. Yy an Aet of November, 1880, enly
boys betueen twelve and elghteen years of age who had completed the
"Thind Resder” were admitted to the Acsdemy,”s

the Superintendent was not so suecessful, however, in increasing
student enrollments Ye was never able to attract over sixty students,
Appavently, however, numbors were not important to Read for he mede little
atterpt to enlarge the student body, What did mattsr uss the quality of
instructions Resd regarded the examinations in May, 1872, 3s demonstrote
ing the effectivensss of his edueatiomal program, To him, “the exams
were highly uﬁ.sfaaem;'?s Thore wore those who disagreed, In New
Jersey, Alexander Reid considered Spencer's condition "very unsstiofactory,”

"y, Read is & good plous men, but he has not the faculty of managing a
school. of Indlan boys,"!! Keid based his conclusions on intelligence
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veceived from Miss Horrison, whe alse reported that the teachers and
the Choetaus were dissatisfled with the Superintendent.’®

‘There was no question, however, that the physical facilities of
Spencer continusd to deteriorats during Read's administration, The decay
prompted Peter P, Pitohlynn, Chadmman of the Committes on Sehools, to
seeure from the National Councdl in 1877 authorization to relocate Spemeer,’d
The move did not cccur for severel years, In the meantime, Spencer
continued to languish and Read made itile attempt to maintain it. Ine
stead he encouraged relocations® Alexander Reid returned to the Nation
in 1830, visited the Academy, and stayed only one might., "It made me
siek to see how changed the dear old place was from what it used to be
and T was glad to get aways The bulldings are going to min fast and the
last Council appointed a Committes with powers to select o new site and
smﬁmbﬁﬂd&mﬁm

Ostensibly because of deterdorating facilities, the Presbyterian
Executive Commitiee elected not to renew its admirmistrative contrect for
Spencers The original agresment of May, 1671 was for a ten year period.
The Southern Church was satisfied to lot it expires In addition to the
facilities, the Comaittes objected to the unhealthy location of the
Acsdenys They also detected a desire smong the Choctaws to administer
the institution locallys Prineipally, however, funds expended at Spencer
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were usable elsswhere,”? Published motives for withdrawsl, however, did
not reflset the true cirownstances, Aetually, the Chootaws left the
Southern Chureh 1ittle ehoice,

In November, 1880, the National Council indicated Lte dissatise
faction with Spencer's sdministretion. The value of ten year contrects
was reaffimed and provision made for release of objectionable teachers
Furthermove, the Council stated that students were
at Spencer "to go to school and not to work," and that teachers must eat
the same food as the scholars.®® Undoubtedly, the criticisn was aimed
directly at the Exsoutive Committee and anticipated the expiration of
the contrect.

If the Hatien desired to administer Spencer, the Council's acticn
did not botray the hops. Only days after the contreot expired, the
Acadeny's old benefactor, the Board of Foreign Missions of the Fresbye
terian Chureh, U, S. A., was asked o resuse oversight of Spencer,o® The
manifest haste of the Council was no commendation of Spencer's preceding
ten years or the admimistretion of the Prestyterian Church, Us S,

The contract having expired, Read laft Spencer in the summer of
1881, Assigned a post among the Chickssaws, he served that tvibe with
great ability wntil his death in 1898,%5 Mis departure from Spencer,
however, signaled the end of anothor significant eve, The Civil War and

“mu am. wmim, lee Famdly Papers MSS,
Preshytesian mwmi .
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nstruction perdod, as well as the work of the southern Fresbyterisn
Church was over, The icademy's buildings weve mo longer usable as the
home of & thriving educationsl institution, Thus, when lead left the
buildings and grounds noith of Doaksville coased to funotion as Spencer
Academy, o _

The remaining favilities, however, assumed new yesponsibilities,
In November, 1881, the National Council temporarily established an
orphan's home on the grownds, One thousand dollass was apprepricted te
repair the Superintendent's house and Pitehlymn and Armstrong Halls,
Construction materials vere obtained by dissentling Jones and MeKinney
(or Wilson) Halls,% Reverend Jy B, Robe was commissionsd by the Home
Board of the northern Presbyterian Church to superintend the new orphane
ages Two years later ani by Aot of the Council, Robe removed his charges
mammmmmummusma?

Vacant and decayed, the Nation authorized the sale of "old"
Spencer to the highest bidder,"C On September 8, 1885, the bulldings
and grounds were acquired by Robert Stewart Fresier,®9 Fresier and his
bride occupled the Superintendent's house and on ocecasions permitted
Indian "big meetings” to assemble in the vavant Halls, At these religious
events, with the dormiteries veverberating to enthusisstic prwaching and

86)0ts of the Chootaw Nation, 11 Nove 1881,
875, B, Reed, "Mhe Robe Famllywissienaries,” Ghronieles of
Qiclghoma, XXVI (Autwsn 1948), 301,

3 cts of the Chootaw Natien, 29 Oct, 1884,

89, W, Willls to Jefferson Gardner, Cedar County, Choetaw
Hation, 8 Sept. 18835, Choctaw SchoolseSpencer Academy File, Oklahoms
Historical Society.
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singing, the atmosphere and sounds of old Spencer were once again reen
acted,” Bighty years later, however, only an unkempt eemstery and o
barely perceptible foundation merks the site of the Choectew Harvard's
most glovious years,

The Civil War disastrously interrupted the cperation of Spencer
Academy. The novthern Presbyterian missiocnaries were foresd to withdraw
from the Chootaw Netlon under the odium of sbolitiomism, The missionaries
who remalned, among them Alexander Reld, were comsmissioned by the
Presbyterian Church, Confederate States of America, Jerving 2s a bare
racks, hospital and refugee sanctuary during the conflict, Spencer ree
opened in 1671 under the direction of the Emecubive Committes of the
Presiyterian Church, Us S, The fullowing decade produced frustretion and
deteriorations ihen the contract expived tho National Council sought
asslstence from the foard of Foreign Missions, Spencerts benefactor in
move successful days. Finally, in 1884, the home of the Choctaw Harvard
for forty years was abandoned to an inglorious and unvemembered death,
Spencer deserved 2 better end, |
-

Pyarcisss Knutson Interview, IndianePlonser Papews, Vol. 61,
Foreman Collection, Oklshoms Historical Society.




CHAPTER IV

HOPSPUL REZERTH, 1882 « 1900

The work is hard, unceasing, discouraging,

After Spencer Academy was moved to 2 new location in 1881, the
Foreign Mission Board of the Preshyterian Church, Us 5. A., assumed
jurisdiction of the new facility, New Spencer was efficiently adminise
tered by agents of the "old" Board for seven years, After a year's loszl
administration, the Academy reverted to the Home Board of the Presbytere
ien Church, Us S As In 1894, the Nabtion assumed control until the
Academy, after two disastrous fires, permanently ceased to function, :

Agitation to yelocate Spenver Academy was manifested as early
as 1877, That fall, Peter P, Pitchlynn seouved authomszation from the
National Council to move the institution to another area,! Implementaw
tion depended upon the selection of a new site and construction funds,
Allen Wright, Superintendent of Public Schools, chaived the committee
empowerod to make the selection, Several locations were consideved, The

| ndent wanted the Academy near that thriving town. "If the

facts of the Chootaw Nation, 25 Oet, 1877,
60
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Indians ave to learn English they must be where there are pecple,"? The
editor modestly mainteined that everything desived was at Atoks, Further-
more, the bustling elty would donste ome thousand dollars and supply the
1ana,’

The site finally selsctod for the new lcadawy was 2t Mslsen,
twenty miles west of the o1d location and near pressnt Seper, Oklahowa,
Prineiple features of the site were proximity to the relliresd, central
location, and accessilility in high water seasons, PBids te construct the
bullding were made in Decesbor, 1880, and ranged frem $15,000 to §24,000.*
The next Council sesslon swarded the contrect to the low Mdder, and
ennpunced thet the first session of the new Academy would begin in
September, 1882,3 inkehp '

Allen Wright urged that the Nation bwild a Slreproof facility.
The Council elected, however, to erect a wooden twowstory budlding,
Facing South, the prineiple structuve contained twenty-eight voums, had
a ninety-three foot front and two wings extending 105 feet.® Instesd of
several budldings, mm'mmmmhm at first in one massive
odifice which contained sleeping rooms, classyooms, the kitchen, ami
dining rooms At 2 later date an additiomnl dowmitory wes constructed
to the west, The origimal structure, howsver, imposing as it wes, cone
tained less spece than the old loeation.

26 July 1879,

SReport of Allen Wright, Superintendent of Public Schools, 28 Dec.
1880, Box We25, Allen Wright Colleotien, University of Oklahoma Iibmary,
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CURRENT MAP OF SOUTHEASTERN OKLAHOMA SHOWING LOCATION
OF BOTH OLD AND NEW SPENCER ACADEMY
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The new site was selected before the southemn Presbyterians
relingquished control of old Spencers Thus, when approsched by Allen
Wright, the Forelgn Board of Misslons of the Presbyterisn Church,
Us S¢ Ae understood that its oversight would commence in new facile
i.—tclam? This knowledge was possibly an laducement for Spencer's earlier
benefactor to reestablish a Chootaw Miscion, Alse, a Swperintender !
already avallable, Alexander Redd, writing from dfoka, suggested Oliver
Po Stark as administretor and agred to sssist him vhenever possibles”
Accordingly, the Hoaxd agreed to pesume control in the Swmer, 1881,

Starl had teught at Spencer from 1846 to 1849, Pirst connected
with the imevican Board, he organized Goodland Misslon and remsined there
unbil 1866, Dwming the years until Mis return to Spencer, he was
principel of Lemer Femals Sesinany, Paris, Temes,” Stark assumed bis
new duties in November, 1831, when the Choctaw Council authorized him to
take chargo of the old institution and sell sll perishable property,!®

The first term in the new buildings began in November, 1882,
In preparation for the opening, Sdark spent his own money and an addie
tional $1,000 in constructing smaller outbuildings. The bullding cone
tract had not provided for stables, s warchouse, wash and bake houses,
privies, well houses, or 2 fence, 32y October, 1882, the facilities were
adequate and a teaching staff was on hands The following month sixty

?mmm. am 10 m';.mmmrsm
Presbyterian Historical Socioty. vy :

‘%n of the Ghostaw Hatien, 9 Nove 1881,
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boys enrolled in the new Spencer,'

The Board of Missions appointed two assistant teachers to wori
staff at Spemeers At the end of the first term, Harvey Re Schermevhorn
desired to leave, Mrs, Helen Stark was the difficulty. "I believe My,
Stark to be a good man,” he wrote, "but he is prematurely olde-not
streng elther physically or mentally any move and his wife knows how to
mansge hime &Mrmﬂxawtmwuwhd.h*m The Supere
intendent was first inclined to release his teacher, but fearful that any
voport of strife, especially during his first term, would veflect wpon
his own ahility, he requested Schermerhorn to remsin. Considering it
his duty, the teacher reluctantly agreed. '’

By December, 1883, Stark's 111 health eonfined him to his rooms,
Hrs, Stark then attempted the administration of the Academy, all of which
was wholly unsatisfactory to Schermerhorn.'™ So heavy was Mrs, Stark's
hand that the assistant teacher requested an appolntment of Acting
Superintendent until Stark vegained his health.'” The feeble adminise

MRS

oo

acts of the Choctaw Nation, 24 Oct. 1882; Ammual Repork of
Y ol ropeion Hosions. 1067

12arvey Schemmerhorn to J. Lowrde, Nelson, 22 June 1883,
American indian Correspondence M33, Preshyterian Historical Society,
Humber 105, Roll 15, University of Tulsa Library,

Dsehermerhom to J. lowrde, Nelson, 2 July 1883, American
Indien Correspondence 1SS, Presbyterisn Historical Soclety, Number 11,
Roll 15, Unmiversity of Tulsa Libravy,

Wsehermerhom to J. Lowrie, Nelson, 13 March 1884, American
Indian Correspondence MSS, Presbyterian Historieal Society, Mumbey 288,
Roll 15, Untversity of Tulsa Libwary,

133ehermerhom to J, Lowrde, Nelson, 24 March 1884, American
Indian Correspondence M55, Presbyterian Historical Society, Nuwsber 310,
Rell 15, Undversity of Tulsa Library,
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trator did not improve, however, and passed sway on Aprdl &, 1884,
Sixty years later he slept in a greve marked only by growing wheat,

Upon Stark's death, Harvey He Schermerhorn became Spencer's
Superintendent, Schermerhorn was well qualified for Wis new position,
He had worked among the Choctaws as a missionsry before the Civil War and
served as administrator of Riverside Seminayy and Hudsen Acadewy in New
York State betwoen 1866 and 187376 s Superintendent, Schermerhorn
extended courtesies to Mrs. Stark out of respeet for her dead husband,
She, however, strongly objected to Schermerhorn's appointment and cone
temptucusly refused to tum over the financial aceount books.'? |

Mrs. Stark's lack of cooperation cast a pall over the adminise
tration of the Acadeny. After a trip to Parks, Texas, i¥rs. Stark was
accused of transferring Spencer funds to her pevsonal account and claime
ing cattle that bolonged to the institution,'® Ultimately, Schermerhorn
lost his patience and decided the widow was either orasy or the worst
wonan he ever knews'? At old Spencer, Alexander Reid was asked %o
investigate the situation, but for the firvst time in his life the Sage
was unavallable. I11 health prevenited his assistance and eventually

b .

‘%mm'a Account books, 1866-1873, Box a-s, Olinger
Collection MSS, University of (klahoms Iibrary.

‘71&“ Helen Stuk to Jo lowrie, Spencer, 7 May 1884, American
Indian Cory denc + Presbyterian fistorical Society, Humber 345,
Rell 15, thiwmw of ‘I‘alm ibrary.

1Bpavand MoCurtain to J. Lowrie, Sans m, Indian Territory,
17 June 1884, American Indian Correspondence NSS s Presbhyterian Historical
Soclety, Number 13, Roll 15, University of Maa iibrary,

195chermerhorn to J. lourie, Nelson, 22 May 1884, Ameriean
Indian Correspondence HSS3, mmmnmmsemw. Humber 354,
Roll 15, Umiversity of Tulsa Library.
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foreed his retivement to Greeley, Colorede.® The Chootaw Council was
unable to understend Stapic's last financial report, bub did ascept
Sehernevhorn's,>' From Coleredo, Reld urged the Forelgn Beard to drop
the matter in view of Mrs, Stoxk's years of falthful missicnary service.>

Harvey Schemmerhomn served Spenvey effectively as Superintendent.
He had the vespect of his students who showed their affection by promising
retalistion to any hamful Stark setion.®> The students sstisfactorily
demonstreted their instruction at the examinations in iy, 1884, The
Council rewamied the Superintendent with an additional eppropriation of
$500 for repelr work, and inorensed the capacity of the institution to
ane hundred students,? Ry both actions, the Counetl illustrated its
confidence and faith in Schemerhom's aduinistration.

The Council's commendation proved hasty and premsiure, however,
One year later Schermerhorn was the object of ite wrath. His veport for
the term of 18045 received eriticisa for its surplus of $2,227, Accordw
ing to the Council, the Superintendent should have used the funds for
the comfort of Spencer students or for the erection of additionsl budlde
ings. rhorn had also "exeroised wnwarranted authority® in
expelling students and by "putting in & famm for his own use.," The

”mua.mm mmr.as.;:ztm.mam »
Indian Correspondence MSS s Presbyterian Histord Soclety, lumber 20,
Roll 15, University of Tuisa Library, ’

2150ts of the Chootaw Netion, 25 Octe 188k,

%aa.m Grosley, 26 Dee, 1884, Amswican Indisn
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latter charge was the most serious, however, and the Choetaw Couneil
appaint a new Supsrintendent for the 1886.87 term, S

Schermarhorn was not dispesed, however, to aceept the Councdl
action without protest. The Treaty of 1866 provided homesteads for the
missionaries who labored ameng the Indians three consscutive years prier
to the Civil War, The Superintendent advised the Principal Chief he had
substantiated his ¢lain for a homestead in the Hlamitia County Courte
Furthernore, the surplus funds resulied from very careful ecenocmy at
Spencer, Az there were excesses for the last three years, ™hy 2ll the
excitoment now," he wanted to know.! Finally, the surplus was not
sufficient to pay the cost of new buildings. OF the aetion, Schewmerhorn
gross injustice to me,"%

Ieading men doubted the wisdom of the Couneil in revoking
Presbyterian control of Spemeer, C. Es Helson, after whom the township
of Helson was named, thought that Schermerhorn was the wost sbused man
in the Netion,?® Johm P, Turmbull, the Superintendent of Sehools, maine

~ 25pcts of the Choctaw Nation, 9 Nove 1885,
26)0ts of the Choetew Kation, 10 Nov, 1885,

27Sehermerhorn to Ts MeCurtain, Helsen, 28 Jan. 1886, Box 11, Vol
4, American Indian Correspondence 153, Presbyterian Histordeal Society.

2935chermerhorn to Jo Lourle, Nelson, 11 Feb, 1886, Box 11, Vol.
4, Amevican Indian Correspondence }MSS, Preshyterian Mistorieal Society.
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altogether false,"® By Maveh, 1886, Covernor Edwund MoCurtain regretted
the course he had set in motion. In a complate reversal, he asked
Schermsrhorn through Superintendent Tumbull to remain at the Academy for
the coming year and divect the school in the Nation's behalf,”!
Schermerhorn was not cooperative,  Ostensibly because of the
Superintendent's actions, the contract with the Forelgn Board was vevoked.
The Hation had gome too far to request the Board to vemsin, but repented
in soeking Schermerhorn to remaine The Superintondent, however, refused
the atonement offor. He claimed that he was condommed withoub epportunity
of defense and & permansnt home was denied hia in the Natlon, Furthore
move, the cares and labors of Spencer were too greats 7To vemain at the
Acadery was to submit to complete Council authority, and he commented,
vanmaammmwamabmumahmmmm and too much
chicanery with the ruling minority,%?%
- Chief ¥oCurtain had his way, howevers 4 formal appointmen

"eontaining enough legal terms to answer for the President of the U, 5.
in a document of appointment of a Minister to Her Majesty's Court,” was
fssued to Schermerhorn, Sald the Chief: "I trust that you will accept
and conduct the school successfully as in the past.” Schemwerhorn was
forced to reconsider and eventually accepted the appointuend. He pree
dicated his decision, however, upon the Council retuming the Academy

3".1. P Tmmnwmmm. Goodland, wmnm Box 11,
Vol &, American Indian Correspondence H3S, Wm:mm«z Society.

Moumbull to Schemerhorn, Geodland, 26 July 1386, Box 11, Vole
u.mmmmwm.wwmm

323cherueshorn t0 Jo Lowrde, Nelsen, 1 Apsl 1886, Box 11, Vol.
n.mmmwm Preshytorian Histerical Soclety.
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to the Board of Foreign Missions, 2

Schermerhorn continued to operate the Academy without a MHission
Boaxrd comnection, He offered Biblieal and religious instruction in
addition to the usual scaderie subjectes Natiomsl adwmindstration,
however, opensd the door for politiecal influence, Students were envolled
for persomel gain of the Trustees, and Schermerhorm deseribed them as
"stuptd, lazy and incompetent,"” Choctaw pavents charged that revoe
cation of Presbyterien administration was perpetrated by "Laworsl® and
"ungodly men.">? In vespomse to the outery, the Chectaw Cownell repealed
the 4ot of Novesber 10, 1885, and authorized the Board of Trustees to
seek another contract with a Mission Ms% 7

In Jamusry, 1837, rumors circulated thet the Board of Trustees
would reconvey New Spencer to its eariier benefactor, Schemmerhorn urged
that the Foreign Doard weestablish the Choctaw Mission. *The work has
its discouraging sspects, tut I feel that we gust hold this land for the
Lord and the Presbyterian Church.">? The Misslon Board hesded Schevsere
horn's plea and agreed to a one year contract. The Superintendent, in
behalf of the Board of Foreign Hissions, accepted the administration of

SRN— s m—— o

3lschermerhorn to J. Lowrde, Belson, 12 May 1886, Box 11, Vol. &,
American Indian Correspondence MSS, Presbyterian Historical Society.
M sehermerhorn to J, Lowrie, Nelsen, 25 Jane 1887, Amovican
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Spencor in April for the tern of 1887-88,%

For the third tive, Spenser Academy was in the able hande of the
Board of Forelgn Missions of the Presbyterlan Church, U. 8. A, Harvey
Schermerhorn conkinued a5 Superintendent and Spencer was sgain eonducted
as & mission schools The contracted period, howaver, was not ¢ happy
Yyear, Most of Januery and Februcry were weeks of slckness. An epddenic
infested the institution and elght youngsters dled, e session was
finally suspended in March, 1888, and the students were sent home,
Schermerhorn advised the Boaxnd that he would lsave the following surmer,
Without a Superintendent snd the Foreign Roard's sphere of operetion
changing, the New York agency sdvised the Chocksw Counell 4% would not
renev the contract,

Formanent withdrewal of the Roard of Foreisn Misslons ended the
oversight of Spencer's most steadfast benefsetor. Of its thirty«five
years of active operation, the Academy was admirdstered by the Board
twenty~two years. At the cost of thousands of dellars and many lives,
it sought to lmplement Walter Lowrde's dream of an institution comparable
to any in the United States, The Board was frustrated on many ocecasions,
but it eontinued %o assist its Chootaw chavges, The Mission Board's sldhe
drawal from Spencer retarded the Choetaw drive toward civilization,

¥hen Harvey Sehermerhorn left Spencer, the Foreign Soard finished
its work in Indian Territery. fe had boen an excellent admimistrator and

s i
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through care and economy showed a financial surplus each year, He
gained the approbation of the population though confrented with the same
frustrations as his predecessors. like Alexander Redld, he wanted to
make the Hation his permanent home. Accomdingly, after a temporary
pastorate in Santa Fe, Kansas, he returned to leAlester to live until
s death,®

In June, 1883, a new benefactor assumed the adnimistration of
Spencers The Board of Foreign Missions was an agenoy of the General
Assenbly of the Preshyterian Church, Us S¢ As The Board of Home Mssions
was another instrument of the Assembly, but was responsible for mission
work in the Territories of the United States. The Home and Foreign
Hission Boards in 1885 agreed that the former should assume activity in
the Indian Territory where the English langusge was employed, The
recommendation was accepled by the Genmeral Assembly in 1886, Consequently,
mission work among the Choctaws was transferred to the Home Board in 1887,
When the contract of the Forelgn Board for Spencer Academy explred one
year later, the fiows Board moved to i1l the vacaney,*!

Spencer's oversight did not pass as o matter of course to the
new agency. Heverend Re W,y HiLlL, Superintendent, Presbyterian Home 14se
sions, Indlan Territory, made such an interpretation of the Assembly's
action, however. In August, 1887, he informed Superintendent Schermerhorn

""a. We Hill %o Schermerhorn, Muskogee, 7 Aug. 1888, Choctaw
SchoolseSpencer Academy File, Oklahoma Historieal Soclety.
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that Spencer's administration had passed to the Home Boards'? Unfortune
ately, the simple transfer did not take place, but instead & contract was
negotiated with the Nation in the Summer, 1888, Under the terms of the
new agreement, the Choctaws prowised to appropriate ammually $10,000
and to provide any necessary new bulldings. The Board, on the other hand,
agreed to supply e staff, mecessary funds above the allotted amount, and
a first class school for one hundred scholars,?

‘Re We Hill acoepted temporary oversight of Spencer in behalf of
the Home Mission Board in Summer, 1888, A peymanent Superintendent did
not arrive until November when Alfred Docking relieved Hill who retumed
to his headquarters in Muskogee.™¥ A professional educator, Professor
Doclking and edght assistants conducted Spencer during the first year of
Home Board control. Unfortunately, it was a time of extended sickness
among the students,

Docking's report to the Choctaw Couneil on the Home Board's
first year al Spencer received severe criticism. A special committee was
appointed to investigate his finencial records,"® The commttee found o
disocrepancy of §327 and lmmediately requested that the Home Doard either

¥2sehermerhorn to J. Lowrie, Nelson, 30 Auge 1887, American
Indian Correspondence MS3, Presbyterian Historical Soclety, Huwber 101,
Rell 15, University of Tulsa Library.

4341¢ved Docling to Tumbull, Nelson, 13 Ocb, 1890, Choetaw
Schools-Spencer Academy File, (klshome Historical Soclety.

Y venber voushers of Spencer Academy, November, 1888, Chootaw
Schools-Spencer Academy File, Oklahoma Historical Societye
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have Locking report accurately or secure another Superintendent.? In
response to the Council charges, R, W, Hill mainteined that the disparity
was only a paper error. The variance occurred when the account was transe
ferred to Docling, Hill objected to the adverse notoriety and urged
publication of a retraction. Subsequently, at the next session of the
Council, Docking was proclaimed imnocent and notice taken that Hill was
Superintendent at the time of the error,’S

Terms of the 1888 contract specified that the Nation would proe
vide any new necessary buildings or fecilities, Doeking, therefore,
requested funds for erection of a new dormitory and installation of a
steam heating unit."’? Though sympathetie, the Council did not provide
an additional appropriation, but instead took a second look at the existe
ing contract. The Nation paid the first ten thousand dollars and the
Home Board the additional amount required for operating expenses. Under
this arrangement the Council defrayed a portion of the staff salaries
for the first time in the Academy's existence., Under the old contracts,
especially when Schermerhorn was Superintendent, the Mission Board had
supported its employees and returned money to the National Treasury.
The Couneil, yearning for the old arrangement, cancelled existing cone
tracts and sought a new agreement where the Home Board would pay all
staff ms.”

“75cts of the Choctaw Nation, 31 Octs 1890,

48,6ts of the Choctaw Nation, 14 Nove 1890; 1% Bove 1890 (dife
ferent Acts of the same day).

“Ppocking to Turnbull, Nelson, ned., File mumber 19951, Chootaw
Schools-Spencer Academy File, Oklahoma Historical Society.
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~ In further review, the National Council reaffirmed the provision

for one hundred students at Spencer. The term of enrollment, however, was
changed to five years, and selection of students was transferred to
County Judges, instead of the Board of Trustees, To further improve the
educational system, the Superintendent was to provide a five thousand
dollar bond as insurence of trustworthiness,”’

Alfred Dosking left Spencer at the conclusion of the third year.
Personal roasons prompted his resignation and not the pressure of the
Councils After the first year, the National body accepted his reports
with thanks?® He probably wished for tangible results of his adminise
tration, but enduring three years at Spencer was success in itself,
Selected by the Home Board, Docling's successor arrived at Spencer in
September, 1891,93

The new Superintendent, W. A, Caldwell, was also a2 professional
educator and administrator. He immediately recognized the need for
additional facilities. The antlquated schoolroom needed replacement,
though the old building would still serve as 2 drill room in wet weather,
Also, Spencer required new bathing facilities. Regardless of condition,
he d that all of the bulldings be covered by insurance,”® The
Hatlon later had cause to regret that it 4id not accept his proposal,.

Caldwell placed importance upon the Spencer farm and shop. From

pots of the Chootaw Nation, 31 Oct. 1890,

52)5ts of the Choctaw Nation, 31 Octs 1890; 15 Oct, 1891,

33y, A Caldwell to Honorable Board of Eduscation of the Choctaw
Nation, Neisen, 1 Octs 1692, Choctaw SchoolseSpencer Academy File,
Oklahoma Historical Soclety.

i Caldwell to Bourd of Education, Nelson, n.d., File
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~ the abundant garlen, he supplemented the heavy fatty dist with veges'
‘tables, The food change resulted in less sickness end no deaths,
Students were given industrial training in the shop and minor repairs
were made to the Academy, Through constant aconomy and judlcious use
of the farm, the Superintendent operated within a budget of just over
ten thousand dollars, Furthermore, he was able to provide for the require
ed one hundred students, At one time, 108 boys were emrolled.>d

In contrast to former years, little recomd of religious instruce
tion was kept at New Spencer. 4s a mission point, however, spiritual
- matters were certainly emphasized, Caldwell nurtured the religious
inclination of his charges into 2 revival in 1891, Many of the students
wore subsoguently mm.“ As conversion necessitated & religious
organization, & Spencer Church must hawe been orgamized sometime 2fter
1884, 57

On July 1, 1894, the Board of Meme Missions retwrned Spencer
feadeny to the Choctaw Nation,™ e Choctaw Council had determined in
its Fall Session, 1893, to take over the administration of the Acadewy,
The Home Board was net reluctant to return the institution to the Nation,
Such action relieved the Board's tressury and marked the progress of the
Choetaws as & paopli.”

We Ay Caldwell, therefore, was the last Superintendent of Spencer
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comni.ssioned by a mission board, mmm»ummmau>
Henry Kendell College in Muskogee, Indian Territory,®® His resignation
ended an era of Freshyterian management that dated from 1842, If the
wissionaries had acted as foster parents of the institution, by 1894 the
true parents were sufficiently mature to manage their own Academy.

macmmmorxam&xmmwe;mmmmm
Superintendent of Schools and three distriet Trustees, assumed direct
aduinistration of Spencer Academy and selected J. B. Jeter as Superinten~
dents A Choctaw citizen, Jeter had served as distriet trustee and
Superintendent of Public Schools, before his appointment,’’

Jeter's first two years as Superintendent were uneveniful. At
Spencer he continued the morel and religious training of the missionaries.
The routine of the boys was changed only slightly if at all, Jeter’s
financial administration, with its voluminous recomis, received the
approbation of the Couneil. In the second term several boys died from
typhoid and pneumonia, but the health of the students generally was good
during the peried of Hational control,5?

lgeal direction of Spencer Academy, however, presented unexpected
difficuliies. The annual cost of the Academy inereased two thousand
dollars over the Home Hoard's administration,®> The sus, of course,

&am $o Board of Education, Nelson, 31 Augs 1895; fushicnons,
13 Octe 1896, Choctaw SchoolseSpencer Academy File, Oklahoma Historical
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represented the price of a largely inexperienced mff yespongible to the
National Couneil. Furthermore, the absence of missionaries did not
decrease the frustration of non<inglish spealing students. Seventy pere
cent of those enrollsd compreliended only Choctaw.®* Finally, houe rule
was no insurance against disaster, Jeter's third term was but thirty
days old when several bulldings were destroyed by fire.

On October 3, 1896, Spencer's main buillding and the storeroom
were reduced to ashes. The evening before the fire Jeter had disciplined
three students who were at the Acadeny sgainst their wishes, After the
teachers and students had retired, the three saturated the front and back
stairs of the main tuilding with coal oils Once ignited the wooden builde
ings bumed rapidly. The Superintendent heard the flames and sounded
the alam, The boys on the upper floor, but not all, jusped to safety
in a pile of mattresses, Four students died that night and & f£ifth some
days later. Seven were seriously burned., In asddition to humen life,
buildings and supplies valued at $22,000 were loste’”

Spencer Acadeny was not insuved for such misfortunes. In 1880,
Allen Wright had urged a fireproof bullding and W. A. Caldwell latey
recommended {ire insurance., 7The wisdom of those men was now manifest,
After the disaster Jeter could only dismiss the school, and wait upon
Council action, In the meantine, the Board of Hducation rented the

e
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Spencer farm valued at $12,630 on the ma.“

At the Council session in 1897, Jeter urged the representatives
to rebulld the Academy, "If the property was to be sold, it would be a
waste of money and a crime against the people,” he maintained, e estie
mated the cost of a new dorm at $6,000 and cottage at $500, With an
immediste appropriation of $2,000, however, he could reopen the institue
tion with sixty boys on Jamuary 1, 1893..5? The Council accepted Jeter's
report and in November appropriasted $7,000 to rebuild Speneer to
accommodate the regular class of one hundred m-.& -

The Couneil acted to restore the Academy upon its burnt foune
dations, Before the decision was made, however, some urged still a third
site for Spencer, John M, Hodges again boosted Atoka, who ¢laimed that
everything necessary for an efficient institution was at hand, Purthere

more, Hodges promised to donate the lond and contribute $5,000 to the
constrictions®? The Counotl, houever, was not induced to mark off their
original investment and New Spencer remained north of Soper,

Funds to rebuild Spencer were not available until Hovember, 1897.
Jeter's hope to commence 2 new term the first of Jamuary was, therefore,
thwarted. 7The Academy probably opened around September 1, 1898 in the
rebuilt institution,’® Fightyefour boys enrolled, but the average dsily

66Jeter to Board of Bducation, Tushkahoma, 30 Sept. 1897, Chosctaw
Schools«Spencer Academy File, Oklahoms Historical Svelsty.
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attendanee was only seventy, DBaesides Jeter, the Acsdery employed eleven
assistants, and the anmual cost of the school was $15,000, Either because
of inefficiency or increased prices, the cost of local adulnistration
continued %o r‘!.um?‘: s ,

The first torm in the reconstructed Academy was the Natdon's laste
The Choetaws signed the Atoka Agreement in 1897 and ratified it in 1898,
It provided for the division of tribal lands and the dissolution of tribal
government, The Chootaws incidentally alse lost centrol of their school
system, and particularly Spencer. By compset provision, revenue from
conl and asphalt leases was earmarked for education, The Secretary of
Interior mled that the schools were thereby placed under his control.
Aecordingly, in 1899 he appointed John D, Benedict of Illinois as Superw
intendent of Schoels for Indian Territory., E. T, MeArthur of Mimuesota
was made suparvisor of the Chootaw mm.?z

During the summer, 1899, the Chostaws surrendered their schools,
ineluding Spencer, to the United Statles Govermwent. The Choetaws released
control of Spancer to Banedict, ut the Council ordered the Choetaw Board
of Fducation to reopan the schools in the Ration wnder tridal adminis-
tration despite the Secretary of Interior's claim that they were controle
led by the government.’> In Hovembew, 1899, the Choctaws appropriated
$12,000 from the coal and asphalt revenues held in the United States

T2 e M ammﬁea in the Choctaw m mor mea.m
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Treasury to implement the earlier Act.”" Both were futile gestures,
however, as tribal authority was passing, and no Council effort could
keep the schools and Spencer from the hands of the United States.

The Federal Supervisor of Choetaw Schools appointed Wallace B,
Butz as the new Superintendent of Spencer Academy, Butz enrolled 105
boys for the term 18991900, He was an efficlent administrator and by
careful management, the average cost per student was reduced nearly fifty
dollars from the term last controlled by the Choctaws, The Superine
tendent planned a second session, but the first year was his and the
United States government's last.'”

On June 23, 1900, the main bullding at Spencer burned. Sparks
from a firve used to operate the steam water pump blew through an open
window in the maln building's second story, ignited bedding, and the
flames spread rapidly through the unplastered, frame struoture, No one
was harmed but the building was a total loss, Fending a deeision by
the United States, Butz stayed at the Academy as custodian of the remaine
ing property.’S

o real effort was made to restore Spencer. John Benedict
thought the bullding could be replaced for $5,000,77 The Chootaw Nation
would have rebuilt the Academy had it retained the school systems One

Pscts of the Choctaw Nation, 1 Nove 1899,
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last effort was made to wrest the institution from the United States.’®
That attempt failing the Coumeil, out of spite, authorized the sale of
the Spencer facilities and grounds,’’

The property was advertised for sale on December 10, 1500, Buta,
however, refused possession of the property to the Sheriff of Kiamichi
Gountys3® Furthermore, the President of the United States disapproved
the act which authorized the sale,®! The land, therefore, remsined in
possession of the Federal Govermment until 4t was allotted at the end
of the tribal periods

The Dawes Commission allotted the site of Spencer to irs. Howard
Herris of Soper, From the lumber of the remaining buildings, Mrs. Morris
and her husbend built a home on part of the foundations,? Sixty-five
years later all that remained of the once thriving Academy were scattered
stones and waler cisterns, A plowed field covered the cemetery and the
dead slept in unmarked graves. No monument or sign marked the location
of the institution and few area residents knew of its existence.
Accessible enly on foot, the ashes of the Choctaw's c¢hief Acadeny
provided sustenance for dense greenery. PReace reigned; a sharp cone
trast to its stormy final eighteen years,

In 1881, Spencer Academy was moved to nmew facilities north of

Pyets of the Choctaw Nation, 31 Oct. 1900,
"4ets of the Choctaw Nation, 31 Octs 1900 (a seprate Act),
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Gilbert Dukes Papers MSS, Oklshoma Historieal Society,
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present Seper, Cklahoma, The Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbye
terian Church, Us So As, & pre-Civil War benefactor, acoepted oversight
at the new location, Under the care and direction of Os Py Stark and
Harvey Schermerhorn, New Spencer justly deserved the praise of its .
patronss In 1888, the Presbyterian Boami of Home Missions began an
admindistration of slx years, at the conclusion of which Spencer reverted
to the direct control of the Choctaws, Two disastrous fires and the
demise of tribal government permanently ended Spencer Academy. Thus,
after fifty-eight years the proud Choctaw Harvard survived only in the
lives of its countless students.



- CHAPTER V

SFENCER DAY BY DAY

Some of them manifest a great desire to leam.
Edmund MeKinney

Spencer Academy was established to promote Choctaw civilization.
It sought to meld ite students into useful citizens by instilling intel.
lectual and spiritual velues. Education at Spencer, however, was a day
to day affair, with an established routine which provided morel and
scademic instruction. Spencer was a home for the students and required
vast supplies of food and clothing, Some boys rebelled ageinst the dise
cipline, but others worked with such vigor that they were recognized by
their peers., The significance of Spencer was the daily accomplishment
of its students,

On different occasions, Spencer enrolled between thirty and one
hundred forty students, A commumity of that many youngsters required a
peruanent routine to prevent chaos. Zdmund MeKinney, Spencerts first
Superintendent, established a dally scheduls in 1844 that served as a
pattern for suceeding sessions, Seldom were his charges without supere
vision or with idle hours. He ocoupied their time with academic activie
ties and manual labor aware that "to do nothing is the way to be nothing."
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In 1844, Spencer students rose at daybreaks They dressed and
prepared for the required morning prayer. Immediately rm. the
work hour commenced and continued until breakfast at seven. After breake
fast, the grounds were policed, rooms cleaned, and beds made. Classes
began at nine and lasted until noon, by which time lunch was prepared.
Academie instruetion continued until half past four when the boys turned
to manual labor. The final meal was served at sundown, prayers were
offered, and all retired to their rooms., At nine o'clock the students
were in bed.!

MoKinney's schedule remained unchanged until Alexander Reid
made minor adjustments in 1851. At nine in the morning the bell rang
for classes. There were two sessions of instruction, one from nine %o
twelve and another from one to four, Dimner was served only during the
noon hour. After bathing in the creek, they ate again at a guarter past
six and then retired to their sitting room until bed time at eight.
Reid's changes tightened the schedule, but his charges had more sleep.~

After ten years' experience, the Sage of Spencer established an
altogether different routine., The teachers got up at five, the boys at
gix, and then breakfast was served at half past six. School began at
seven fortyefive, and after a fifteen winute recess at mine fortyefive
classes continued until eleven thirty. ILunch was at noon, and classes
resumed at a quarter past one and ran to nearly threes The students
received industrial treining until preparations were made for a six
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o'clock supper. All were in bed at eight, By shorteming the length of
the class period, Reid retained the attention of his charges and devoted
more time to their work habits and physical fitness.’ )

The daily schedule did mot apply to Saturday afternoons, Sundays,
or Lolidays. Sundays, of course, were devoted to church and religious
instruction. On Saturday afternoons and single holidays, Spencer students
did as they pleased, OGame was plentiful in the forests and fish abundant
in the streams, and many hunted and fished while others hiked through the
virgin timber, All retwrned in the evening to prepare for the Sabbath,
At New Spencer, Harvey Schermerhorn occasionally perwitted twenty boys at
a time to visit Nelson's store one mile away, The privilege was fore
feited, however, if a student broke a dish.” ,

Without religious instruction, education was incomplete to the
Choctaws, . Spencer was established in part to provide instruction in
spiritual values for its students. The Genersl Council stipulated that
only a minister of the Presbyterian Church could superintend the Academy.>
Setting aside time for religious education was therefore expected,

Its religious benefactors considered Spencer as a mission point.
The Superintendents, however, were charged by the Mission Board with
spreading the Christian Jospel, and all administrators placed emphasis
upon spiritual instruction, Edmund MeKinney established the pattern in

31&:-. Se Os Loe to Mrs, Woodruff, Spencer, 12 Oct. 1359.
Ce34, Colonial Dames Collection MSS, University of Oklahoma Libwrary.
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71, Foreman Co » Oklahoma Historical Society.
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the first term. In addition to morning and evening prayers, he reguived
all students to attend a Sabbath afternoon Bible class. The boys were
divided, and then MeKinney and his assistant teachers expounded the
word of God®

‘MeKimney's pattern did not vary during the existence of the
Academy. Alexander Reid, however, established additional periods of
prayer. The seriouswminded student anxious over his soul met with Reid
at half past four each morning. Thirty boys were generally present at
those meetings. There were also Wednesday night discussions that fole
lowed the usual evening prayers, Reid's devotion to extra-curricular
services intensified the religious atmosphere at Spencer, Consequently,
his successors continued the mestings, but some preferred evening
devotionals.’

In addition to preyer services, Bible instruction was also
intensive, The Sabbath was set aside for worship and "morel recreation,”
or special Bible elasses.® Reid met the boys daily in chapel at eleven
and a new chapter of the Bible was taught thvough a familiar explanation,’
The students were required dsily to commit Bible verses to memory and to
answer questions in the shorter Presbyterian catechism, At religious
sessions, the questions and verses were recited, One scholar committed
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seven chapters to mnr,w o

Spencer students received religious instruction through song as
well, The students enjoyed singing and formed an excellent chorus, Each
week they memorised a new hymn ineluding the spirituals of Uncle Wallace
and Aunt Minerva and the ancient and new world Christian anthems, The
songs were sung eagerly at exhortations and daily prayer services. These
religious lessons in song were as effective tools of spiritual instruction
a8 any practiced at Epennar." g

The goal of religious education wes a student instilled with
Christian attributes. Some Superintendents were more successful than
others in this regard. The students formed Temperance Societies during
James Ramsey's administration, but few professed Christianity. "We have
not enjoyed thoss visible evidences of God,” he lamented in April, 1848,'°
For all of Ramsey's efforts and prayers, only fourteen students were aduite
ted to the Ghureh, two of whom intended, however, to emter the ministry. '’

During Alexander Reid's superintendency, religlous manifestations
were more apparent,s Tract and Bible Societies were formed in the Fall,
1849, and Reid served respectively as manager and executive committee
mr.“‘ His early morning study classes and evening prayer services

105, 0, Lee to lirs. Woodruff, Spencer, 5 Febe 1861, Box Ca3h,
Colonial Dames Collection M8S, University of Oklahoma Library; Ig
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were well attendeds In the mid«fifties, spiritual intersst at the Academy
and surrounding community initiated a revival, Students were among the
hundreds who were received into the Chuveh,!d By April, 1858, however,
he reported there was little "special religlous interest among our boys
and among our people in the vieinity.,"'® The following year only four
so-called plous boys entered the Academy and by 1861 the state of religion
czused Mr, Lee to exelaim: "Oh how much we nsed an outpouring of that
sparit,17  Misty years later many students were converted at New Spencer
and religious instruction continued during local adwimistration, On the
whole, however, the value of religlous education was in its moral instruce
tion and not in conversion,

Intellectual pursuvits were the most significant at Spencer. The
goal and design of the Academy was "a good English education,® where the |
students would learn to speak, read, and understand the language.'® Such
a philosophy was not easily implemented. "To teach Indian boys thoroughly
is labor indeed," reported Beid.!? An effective educationsl system for
non-English speaking students, therefore, invelved enormous planning,
patience, and dedication by teachers. Consequently, the success of

awia - - : - -
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Opencer depended uwpon its instruetional program,

- Spencer students weve classified generally aseconding to their
ages and academic level, Bdmund leKinney divided his charges into thres
departments: primary, intermediate, and advanced. He paid little attene
tion to age and based his classification upon English comprehension,
During one peried, in the advanced department, thirty-three boys undere
stood English, but not 211 spoke it. Those less proficient in the lane
guage and the more capable Choctawespeaking students were assigned to the
intermediate group, Those totally unfamiliar with the mmw*s
was equated with ability to speak and understand &ls]iah. -' b’

James By Ramsey retained the three departments, but shanged the
basis of classifications To prevent duplication of teaching, all none
Inglish speaking students were in the same olass. lHe divided the two
other departments, howsver, acconding to subject.®! That student ages
in the classes might range from six to twenty-four was of no concern to
Ramseys> By 1848, he changed his mind, however, and recomsended a sepa~
rate depariment for the smaller boys. Accordingly, he selected thirty
boys for the primary and appeinted Miss Susan Dutcher as instructor,®)
When Ramsey left Spencer one year later, the primary departeent stood as
his prineiple contribution,

”m 6 00 St dadon: 14 hoe (M. Rax 9, Vol, 2,
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Alexander Reld continued the three departwents dwing the first
year at Spencer. Experience convineed him, however, that an additional
elass was md.a --}ia made new divisions according to the student's
age and the years spent in school, His classifications for the 1852«53
tera follow: .
SPENCER CLASSES, 1852 « 532

Third 10 to 13 _
Fourth 1 PR e B

Reld's departure {rom classifing according to Unglish comprehension
established a pattern for succeeding Superintendents. His innovation
of four classes was not permanent, however, Fﬁr when the nmusber of
students stablized at ono hundred, he returned to thres divisions.

- An insufficient staff in 1855 cmused the Sage of Spencer to meke
a radical adjustment in the two upper divisions. The advanced students
met together for one hour and fifteen rinutes. One half of the class
then alternated ot one and three-quarter hour intervals with the other
half in additional ¢class instruction and a wﬁc-poﬁad.ﬁ This arrangee
ment foreshadowed the "high school" of Superintendent Caylord More in
1857, love sat with the upper division boys durlng study hours, and
each thirty minutes sent students to reeite to the assistant teachers,
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Reid and the Superintendents after the Civil War, however, returned to
separate upper divisions,Z’

The subjects offered at Spencer varied frem term to term and
Superintendent to Superintendent. The basic courses, however, throughe
out the Academy's existence were reading, writing, spelling and arithe
metics The prevailing philosophy of education in the United States
placed emphasis upon classical studies., Spencer teachers, therefore,
had difficulty in abendening classies in the Choctew Natien. Bdmund
Heilinney and James Ramsey both instructed and examined students in latin
during their administrations,” e library from the first contained
Greek and latin lexicons, Greek gremmers, and latin texts of Horace,
Caesar, Virgil, and Gicero,?’ Alexander Reid, however, deleted classical
instruction from the currioulums To him, latin vecitation was folly
when few understood English,”® Others made no such departure as More
utumunmmamaamusmr.mmmmul
War, Js Jo Road and Alfred Docldng di< the same,-!
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In addition to basic courses and the flirtation with classical
subjects, Spencer boys received instruction in other disciplines.
Geography, natural philosophy, United States history, a&lgebra, and
Bible history were offered at one time or another. Reid even set up a
course on astronomy. Special attention was also paid to vocal music.

At old Spencer, the department instructors trained the students, but at
New Spencer a special teacher was employud.Sz

A vital part of Spencer's program was vocational instruction.
The Nation expected the missionaries to perfect the industrial habits of
thelr charges and the work hours, already described, were accordingly
arranged.33 All students, therefore, chopped and hauled wood, assisted
in building and repair sctivities, and labored in the garden and on the
tam.y* It was more mamual labor than vocational education, but only
once did the Choctaws protest. In 1880, the National Council asserted
that students were at Spencer to go to school, and "not to work."39 At
New Spencer, the Home Board refined ity industrial guidance and established
a shop for trade instruction and J. B. Jeter kept the boys busy in the
National period with drill -exercises.’®
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To communicate effectively with the students, Spencer employed
an interpeter. Jonathan Dwight, and later his brother Edward, both native
Choctaws, served in this capacity at the old Spencer facilities.

Jonathan attended Yale College in 1836 and while there secured the comnene
dation of Professors Amos Smith and Benjamin Silliman, the famous natural
philosopher.37 Uho filled this capecity after the Civil War was not
recorded, but the non-English speaking students certainly required an
interpreter.

Spencer Academy operated upon the basis of a "tern" of instruce
tion, When the term commensed and ended was largely in the hands of the
Board of Trustees. It usually was a nine-month period which might begin
in November and continue wntil July,3® Ultimetely, the term stabilized
to include the interval between September and June.’® Each date provided
a festive occasion for adult Choctaws who descended upon the Acadsny
expecting acknowledgement of their presence and importance.

The school term ended with an "examination" by the Trustees.
Porents and leading men arrived the evening before bringing extra horses
for the students' return home, As many as one hundred fifty guests were
usually entertained at meals, In 1846, "a beef, three hogs, and two
sheep together with a moderate quantity of bacon" were served in the
Spencer dining hall in one day. On examination day, exercises generally
commenced about half past seven in the morning #nd continued until three
that afternoon. One major exception was in 1852 when it lasted twenty
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hours, The school's Trustees questioned the students over subject matier
and English comprehension. In speclalized courses like astronesy and
latin, the teachers conducted the examination. To add to the interest,
some students presented orations and on at least one occasion My, R Je
Burtt lectured by means of a "magic lantern to the great wenderment of
the veople present.” Fimally, the students were presented gifts so they
would "go home in o good humer, 0

Before the day ended, speeches were made by the Supe
and leading men, The Superintendent veported on the future plans of the
Acadenmy and the princinil men extolled the virtues of education and the
progress of the scholars, After a religious service, the audience and
students scattereds "And such a scaitering,” wrote James Raumsey, "
the saddling of horses, and running hither and thither, and shaking of
hands and packing of saddle«bags I never sawe. In less than two hours
there were scarcely twenty students and strangers together, They secemed
nearly all detersined to start off, if they could only go five or six
mies, and camp oute"!

As a boarding institution, Spencer was home and the missionaries
parents for the students., Children entering the Acadenmy were supplied
shelter, clothes and food for the terms Providing the sasentials of life
for one hundred Mhmmwm; furnishing extra comforts
required herculean effort. 7Thus, most of the mission's energies, physical
and mental, were used in supplying the material nececsities for a family
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of one hundred boys.

The students were assigned rooms in one of the four dormitories.
Seldom were there less than five to a room and frequently as many as
seven. During James Ramsey's adrinistration, with only three halls, six
boys cceupied each voom, with three in each bed.'? The construction of
the fourth dormitory, Wilson Hall, did not alleviate the problem immedie
ately., Alexander Reld enrolled more students at first but later limited
enrollment to one hundred to reduce overcrowding. At New Spencer, younger
boys were assigned rooms in the main building, while the older students
bunked in the adjacent dorm,3

To provide 211 the clothes necsssary for two seasons was another
difficulty at Spencers Furthermore, the Superintendents did not lmow who
would enroll and could not csleulate the size requirved. At first, clothes
were provided by the Mission Board in New Yorks The Superintendent
classified the boys by physical size and supplied the measurements.
Either ready-mede srticles or materisls were then purchased. In the late
ter event, sastern ledies Ald Socleties sewed the garments from the
patterns furnished, Once 2t Spencer, missionary wives mainteined and
repaired the elothes,™

Hany imperfections arose in the system, however. Too freguently
the clothes, packed in barrels, did not arrive vhen nseded and when
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available were of improper sizes Furthermore, the homemade articles were
poorly constructeds The sloppy sewing elicited a caustic comment frem
Reide "If the persons who made the pants sent last year are members of
the church they ought to be diseiplined for thelr work," he satd,? 4
tailor by trade, the Sage of Spencer revamped the clothing department,
He ordered the eloth from New York and had the Choctaws meke the garments.'
The Mission Board, howsver, contimued to send the hats and shoss,*? Altow
gether boys at old Spencer were comfortably, though not smartly, dressed.

- Hew Spencer, on the contrary, emphasized wniformity of elothes,
The students dressed in blue uniforms of trousers, coat, hat and tie. o
One graduate, however, recalled thet the clothes were skimpy, Besides
undforms, the boys were iasusd hickory shirts, brogan shoes, and cloth
hate,"? On the besis of pietures student attire seems to have been
uniform in appearance and sufficient in quanity.

‘In addition to shelter and elothing, the third major task of the
boarding school was providing food, The originel design of Spencer ealled
for a farn to produce 2 major portion of the dlet, The sell poverty was
not considered, however, when the Academy site was selected. Consequently,
only through intense husbandry could the farm produce crops. leKinney

495e1a to W Lowrde, Spencer, 17 Sept. 1854, Box 12, Vels 1,
American Indian Correspendence l1SS, Presbyterian Historical Society.
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cultivated one hundred acres and planted corn, sweet potatoes, pumplins
and turnips,”° The harvest was meager, however, and by 1849 the famm
yielded nothing.,”! Reid got as many as four hundred bushels of corn and
some fine sweet potatoes in 1851, but the production was never equaled
again, 2 By 1856, very little farming was done at 04 Spencer.””

By contrast the New Spencer farm was highly productive. The
fertility of the soil was instrumental in the site's selection. With
one hundred forty acres in cultivation, the harvest yielded 2,000 bushels
of corn, 500 bushels of potatoes, and quantities of sorghum, oats, and
mllet.”" At one tine, the pasture supported seventy head of cattle,
one hundred fifty hogs and fifty«four sheep, as compared to a herd of
one hundred fourteen cattle at 0ld Spencer,”” The abundance of the lNew
Spencer farm, therefore, made an important contribution to the food supply.

With an unprodustive farm at Old Spencer, food was necessarily
purchased to sustain the boarders. Fork was secured from as far away as
Fort Smith, or corn one hundred miles south inte Texas., Oecasionally,
grain and meat were obtained in small quutities from neighboring Indian
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farmerse The Superintendents peld on the hoof per one hundred pounds
$5.00 for pork and $3.,00 for esfs Corn sold for fifty cents per bushel
and flour $4.00 per hundred pounds. At New Spencer, every Monday a
wagon went to Paris, Texas for supplies, ®

Beef was killed twice weekly during Alexander Reid's adwinise
tration, and pork semieannually. 7The Acadenmy required 25,000 pounds of
pork yearly, or about two hundred hogs, ZHach season nearly one hundred
head were slaughtered, sausage prepared, the rest smoked and hung in
the meat house. Beef was butchered bieweekly and greins were milled and
stored, 7

Individual meals were prepared and served in the kitchen and
dining room attached to the rear of the Superintendent's house. The
students and teachers ate the same food, A basic meal consisted of a
meat, sweet potatoes, molasses and "Tom Fuller,” a corn mwixture, In
season the ganden provided s varlety of vegetables, particularly st
New Spencers Strawberries and blackberries were sbundant in the spring,
and wild honey available year avound. Fish, squirrel, and other game
were served when caught by the boys, and on special osccasions turkey
and roasted peanuts were prepared,’®

Fre1d to uilson, Spencer, 8 Oct. 1860, Box 10, Vol. 1, Frothinge
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When the Acadeny veopensd after the Givil Wap, food was as
palatabls as befores Peter Hudson, & student during Je Ae Colton's admine
istration meintained that the boys "lived on beef, corn bread, milk and
a cup of coffees Biscuits were given only on Sundsy moming."? Thomas
Robinson agreed but yecalled that at New Spencer the students "were
better provided for than evers"® And certainly they were, The table
was set with prunes, rice, sugar, coffee, wegetables, pork, corn, wheat,
beef, milk and butter.5! During Spencer's existence, the diet vas varied
and sufficient, and no cases of malnutrition were ever reported.

The health of the students was not always good, howevers &
fardly of one hundred boys was fertils ground for most communicable
disessess Ramsey's first term recessed when fifty pervent of the boys
were 111 with inflametion of the lungss®% In his second ters, eight
died either from consumption, inflamadtion of the brein, or pnewsonis,
Ramsay called doctors from I e to attend the students, but their
services were expensive., For a fifteen day period, the Academy received
o $353 M11,% e nigh fees 1ed to Dr. Charles Fishback's appeintaent
by the Mission Board.
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Alexander Reid had no respect for the medieal profession and was
glad vhen Fighback left. The Superintendent then became the doctor. In
contrast to Ramsey, no medical bills were incurred during Reid's first
torn and in later years only in extreme 93s0s.5" The Sage of Spanver
mixed and administered medicines, delivered his and his assistants'
children and freely advised on home medical remedies. The youngsters
mmewmmww,mm. Young's gathered breast was
lanced. lMrs, lee, on Reid's prescription, took a teaspoon of brandy to
ward off constipation and for rash used a salve prepared by the Supere
intendent, 53

Reid was not always effective in his ministrations, however.
An epidemic of measles in May, 1851, disabled fortyeeight boys, four of
whmdtua*‘s_é It was a rare occasion during the epidemies that one
student did not die, and always thers were outbreaks of pink eye, whoops
ing cough, severe colds, lung inflameition and chicken pox., The causes
of the infections were manifold, lrs. Lee attributed the colds and
pnounania to the freesing floors in the dormitories,5? James Ramsey
thought 111 health stemmed from air contamination., Unable to reduce the
number of boys in each roem, he did remove firves from the sleeping
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quarterss Walter Lowrie, however, suspected gemeral health would improve
if the students washed their hands and faces more frequently,’®

- After the Civil War, sickness continued among the students.
As previcusly mentioned, Dre He Re Johnscn came to the Academy in 1875,
and in the interest of preventive medicine urged examination of all
students for diseased lungs. At New Spencer, the Howe Mission Board
provided a physicisn and drugstore.5?  During local administration and
at the time of the fire, W, Nu John, another doctor, was in residence.’®
Despite the best efforts of the medicsl profession, however, death and
sickness continued to visit Spencer.

1o operate efficiently, rules and reguletions were established
for the Spencer famlly, ond the students were required to conform to the
code of conduct. One step removed from an undisciplined yural life, the
transition was difficult for some, Comsequently, rebellion manifested
in student conflicts, defiance and desertion. Most insubordination,
peculiarly, came from the mixedeblood boys of wealthy families,

All of the Superintendents were sorely tried by discipline
matters, In addition to frequent desertions, some of Edmund MeKinney's
students attempted to set the Academy ou fire,’! The sens of Colonel
Feter P, Pitchlynn and G, W, Harkins caused James Ramsey great distress,
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One Pitchlynn boy was punished and dismissed from school by 0. P,
Stark, The Colonel was advised and at first agreed to support the teach.
er, later he avowed to bring the matter before the Trustess and Gouneil,’?
David Harkins lnifed a companion and fled the school, but returned later
with a pistol to shoot Mr, Stark. Dr. Fishback prevented the execution
and David was deprived of privileges and confined to Ramsey's quarters
for two months, a singularly light sentence, but prudent in view of the
Pitehlynn affair,’”

Disrespect for authority and runaway students were the prineipal
diseiplinary problems of Alexander Reid, Boys rebelled more frequently
when instructed by new teachers. In his first year, George Ainslie had
one-third of his elass run away and was physically attacked by his
students, One pulled him about by his hair, J, H, Nourse, in & single
session, had boys leave as many as six times. In contrast, Reid lost
only one for the same peried of time., Unlike Ramsey and MeKimney who
used the "light horse,” Reid pursued the renegades himself, Cnce cape
tured, they were flogged. It was an effective mode of punishment. After
one whipping session, Reid asked to visit with those students "who were
anxious about their souls.," Forty to fifty boys appeared in the Chapel,
which Reid interpreted as the work of the Holy Spirit.”*
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diseiplinary action. They were reluctant to have thelr sons chastised
by the white missionaries, wwsmmwmanﬂtnﬂl&ﬂll
without discipline, but neither boys nor parents will bear strict dise
oipline,"?5 Because of great Choetaw vespect, Reid was later able to
adwminister the whip and expel students, His successors after the Civil
Har were not as fortunate. J. H, Colton was asked to leave and Harvey
Schermerhorn eritized for diseiplinary sctions. Few objected, however,
that prison sentences were given to the boys who burned the Academy in
1896.7% At both 014 and New Spencer, therefore, o code of conduet was
established, but the extent of enforcement varied with the Superintendent.

A day at Spencer was more than just food, shelter, education
and religions Many unclassifiable events played an important part.
For example, some who enrolled had unproncuncesble Indian names, Alexander
Reld consequently named them after individusls for whom he had great
respect and from whom he wished support. Joseph MeElroy, James B. Ramsey,
and Cyrus Byington were among some thirty names given during Reid's first
two years,”0 Reid regerded student names important and when Walter
Lowrie visited the Academy in 1852 he introduced the ohildren by name.’’
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In contrast, Harvey Schermerhorn placed little importance upon names.
At Hew Spencer, the students were called by musber omlye>® |

~4s a frontier institution, Spencer was rustie in character and
conveniences Mrs, Orlando Lee, a teacher's wife, constantly complained
of the small red antsy Trousers, washed and hung out, were immediately
covered with the pests. The bed was placed in pans of water to impede
the insects, but the effort wet with little success, Fleas and bed bugs
were also abundant. 7The numerous martins roosted everywhere and one even
lzid an egg in Reid's pillow, To lrs, Lee there were too meny flies,
but the unscented verbenas were lovely and the sunsets breathtaking,
The wood and water delivered %0 her door caused Mrs. lee to writes "I did
not expsot to find things so confortables®!

Despite its bachelor charecter, Spencer Academy spaymed numerous
marriages. Alexander Reid met his second wife and Susan Dutcher her
husband at the Academy, ¥iss Maria Davidson married the Reverend !y,
Hoffet, a Baptist minister, after meeting at Spencer and Harvey Schermerw
horn's daughter, Carrie, eloped with Preman MeClure, a Spencer stadent,S2
Scherwerhorn radically opposed the marrisge on the basis of Preman's
instability. After four years of marriage and four children, Schemmerhorn's
prophecy proved accurate and the union ended in divorce.83 Nost love was
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honoreble, bub some was not. An employoe named Hattle, either a daughter
or slave of Nathaniel Wiggens, reportedly "learned from the blacks her
very loose notions on some points which she is perfectly willing te put
into practice,"™ She was sent home in the swmer of 1860,

As a frontier island, little notice was taken of events in the
United States. If James Ramsey was concerned over the War with Mexico,
he did not express it. Alexander Reid either did not care or was unaware
ﬂMhMM“W&Wa&MﬁWWIM
Territory. Rumor from Fort Towson reached Spencer in 1853 that Santa
Anna had erossed the Rio Grande with four to five thousand troops, but
murmmmmmmgmmammﬁ A1l
the missionaries preferred free soil, but comment on political maneuvering
among the Chootaws preceding the Civil War seemed imprudent. Just passing
reference was made to the effect of secession on the Indians and only
m.memmwomunmfmtwm“

After the Civil War, Spencer continued ag an island in the sea of
current events. Thousands of Texas cattle passed north to the Kansas cow
towns but the Academy took little notice. The difficulties of reconstruce
tion or national elections played no part in Spencer's administretion.
Choctaw political actions were not important to New Spencer Superintende
ents unless it dealt specifically with the Academy, Thus, the school was
provineial in chamcter and outlook finding significance only in its owm
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purpose and design.

As an instrument of Choctaw civilization, Spencer Academy
instilled 4n its students intellectual and spiritual valuese An estabe |
lished, disciplined routine provided time for moral, academiec and
vocational instructions For most of the year Spencer was "home" to its
students who found there food, shelter, clothing and cares Thus, there
was more to it than buildings and missionaries. The essence of the
institution was found in the accomplishments of its students,



CHAPTER VX

AN EVALUATION

The retrospect is very humbling.
Alsxander Reid

Spencer Academy was established as a tool of eivilization,
Walter Lowrie believed that with the blessing of God the Choetaw youth
would rise to the lavel of their psers in the United States. The Academy
Wm%mﬁ%ﬁmﬁ%%ﬂﬁmh%%aﬂw
Hation, but was it really effective? Did it fulfill its purpose? Did it
measure up to its design? If Spencer was intended as 2 civilizing
instrusent, an affirmative answer is necessitated.

mmmsuwamumwnmmwcm
idssion Boards. Of the Superintendents supplied, mnm:Rme
far the most capable and effective. He did not come %o do good and stay
to do well, but only to serve. Reid worked at maintaining the respect of
the Choctaws whom he genuinely loved. He had the admiration and coopera
tion of his staff and to them, Reid was indispensable. The Nation supe
ported the Academy with move vigor and the students achieved a higher level
during his administration than before or after. When the erusty old Scotse
man ended his connection with Spencer, the glory of the Choectaw Harvard
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was in the past,
' The oversight of the Southern Prestyterian Church was not
effectives No comparison existed between Alexander Reid and Superine
tendents Jo Hs Colton and J. J. Reads Nedther was an astute administrator
nor an able teacher, Colton was so repugnant to the National Council
that his removal was requested. J. J. Read allowed the facilities to
deteriorate to such a degree that the Academy was moved, The once
flourishing Presbyterian Churches in the Choctaw Nation were entirely
neglected during the southern Church's oversight.! Consequently, the
Council expressed the people's dissatisfaction when it failed to venew
that Church's contract and returned Spencer to the northern Mission
Board.” Therefore, the implication that the southern Mission Board was
wnder no complusion hﬂihdmw&wmmnmmm.

Spencer suffered constantly from insufficient persommel, The
ission Boards were unsuccessful in recrulting dedicated men and women
hmﬁrm&mmmenﬁdd. Too many times those selected
were unsiitable in temperament and did not veflect the charscter of
Christ. lany who came did not stay, but those who did remain fortunately
were dedicated men of God.

Spencer and the !Mission Boands eventually lost the favor of the
lsading Chooctaw man, The loss of support did not reflect upon the effece
tiveness of the institution, but upon the confliet of mimedeblood and
full-blood Indians. Not designed to educate the fullebloods, the Academy
was first filled with the aristosracy. Nany mizede-bloods, however, were

'Alezander Reid to the Indian Preshytery, Atoks, 22 Oct. 1882,
Alexander Reid Papers MSS, Olclahoma Historieal Society,

2 givy




112

REV. ALEXANDER REID.
Spencer Academy, 1849-1861.

The Sage of Spencer,
Alexander Reid



13
unmanageable and left the school in disgrece. The institution then
enrolled fullebloods, and consequently lost the favor of the aristocrats.
Under the Anfluence of the missionaries, the full-bleods inereased in
intelligence, capability, and assertiveness, The internal confliet broke
out when the Hation took direct control of Spencer during Harvey Schermere
horn's administration. Once tho nature of the transfer was lnown, the
Academy reverted again to a lission Board. The mixed-bloods were strong
enough in 1894, however, to ssoure control of the institution permanently.’

The worth of mission management is gauged by the effectiveness
of religious and academic instrustion, As a mission point, efforts wore
made to convert the students into an organized Church. Emphasis was
placed upen Christian attributes and dootrinal instruction, It was
amazing, therefore, that very few Spencer boys accepted formel Christiane
ity., James Ramsey and Alexander Reid withessed more conversions than
other Superintendents, but very rarely were more than ten percent of the
students ever professed believers.

Those vho did accept Christiamity, however, were of unusual
dedication. lost continued their theological studies and entered the
ministry. For example, Daniel Pinson, Allen Wright, Thomas R. Benten,
and Alfred Wright all became effective Presbyterian preachers. The
fruits of thelr work and thelr instructors are the numerous Churches in
southeastern Oklahoma, Furthemmore, the Choctaws Judged a man "propore
tionate to his moral standing first, and then his education and abdlity."

Reid to We Lowrde, Spencer, 31 Dec, 1853, Box 12, Vol., 1} Cyrus
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This means of measuvement and the churches were truely memorials to
Spencerts Men-mmt.“

- The academic instruction at Spencer was provided by highly edus
cated men. Host of the early teachers were graduates of FPrinceton Sewie
nary. James B, Ramsey, Alexander Redd, 0, P, Stark, Hamilton Balentine,
A+ Greham, Casper Gregory, John BEdwards and Sheldon Jackson were as well
trained and as qualified as most teachers in the United States. lane
Seminary, HamptonSydney, and Columbia Seminary ell had graduates teache
ing at Sponcer, With the high caliber instruction, 2 year at Spencer was
probably more profitable than 2 yeer in secondary schools one hundred
years later,

Success in instruction was measured by abllity to speak English.
Throughout its existence the learning of English by the students at
Spencer was a signal failure, After four years of iraining, meny students
could not understand simple instructions such as "bring a stick of wood,"
or "go for a bucket of water.” Foriyefive years later the situation
had not inmproved as J, B. Jeter reported that seventy percent did not
comprehend the English language.’

To Spencerts crities, four causes contributed to the language
tl:l_.lnmep “In one word," wrote brash Dr. Fishback, "the education is se
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superficial as to be almost merely nominal."S The good Doctor, however,
constantly exaggerated and doubtless did in this assessment, He was
supported on this particular occasion, however, by the Trustees, who
complained that Spencer did not teach the boys English.’

Others maintained that Bnglish Anstruction was ineffeciive in
large educational institutions. The old missionaries commissionsd by the
Amsrican Board had advised the Choctaws not to ereate Spencer.® After
the 1849 examinations, the Trustees vegretied theiy inattention to the
original advice and thought that there were too many boys to teach, James
Ramsey came to doubt the value of the large school, and Charles Fishback
detersined as much on his srrivale Re Js Burtt, a teacher, advised in
1856 the division of the institution, Walter Lowrie and Alsxander Reid
never wavered in their support of the large school, however, ILowrie
conslidered them more efficlent, and Reld maintained thad Spencer did as
much "good for the Choetaws as all the little neighborbwwed achools in the
Nation put together." Reid's vehement support insured the existence of
a large National Academy among the Choctaws,’

Another cause for ineffective English instruction was the length
of time spent a2t the Academy, Rarely did students stay three or four
years. By estimate, an average of thirty new boys entered the institution

6psshback to W, Lowrie, Spencer, 20 Dec. 1848, Box 9, Vol. 2,
Americen Indian Correspondence /5SS, Fresbyterian Historical Society.

7Reid to W, Lowrle, Spencer, 7 Aug. 1849, Box 9, Vol. 2,
American Indian Correspondence M35, Presbyterian Historical Soclety.
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eath year, The positions they filled were vacated by boys who had besen
at Spencer for varylng periods of time. lLater the age limit was set at
twelve to eighteen yoars, The accusatlon that Spencer was a big primary
school, therefore, was valid, I7 the Trusiess "would keep the youth in
school for ten to fifteen years,® said Reld, we "could get 2 higher
lovel of sducations But they can't make the boys stay at school."'?

Finally, language comprehension was poor becauss boys wers admite
ted to the institution wvhe knew no Bnglish, The majority of new students
entered elther with ineffective, or worse still, without previous acae
demic instruction, "Best results can't be secured in a Hatianal Asademy,®
reported We As Caldwsll, “"until the neighborhood schools are made wore
efficients"!! If the boys had soms knowledge of English upon entrance,
Spencer could then perfect their comprehension,

Judgenent of Spencer, however, must not rest entirely upon the
suceess of lack of success of English instruction, Spencer demonstrated
its value in other aveas, In 1348, the six boys selseted to attond eastemn
colleges were from Spencer, As a result of their instruction at the Acae
demy, James Ramsey considered the boys prepared to enter college classes, 2
in 1853, ten boys were sent to Temnessee to learn trades. Of the ten,
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seven were Spencer students,'” Purthermore, during the Civil War officers
of the Chostaw troops were largely graduates of the National Academy,'™

Some of the leading men of the Naticn also passed through the
halls of Spencers Principal Chiefs B, J. Smsllwood, Jefferson Gardner,
Allen Wright, Jackson MeGurtain, and (dlbert Dukes were all educated at
the Choctaw Harvard, Judge Charles Vinson, National Trecsurer William
Wilson, educators Peter Hudson and Simon Dwight, Doctor E. M. Wright
and churchman Frank Hall Wright were trained at Spencer. Gabe Parker,
later a Spencer teacher, Hational Attorney and designer of the Great
Seal of Oklahoma, also was a student at the Academy. Through these men
and other students the school's lalluence pervaded tho entire Nations

Thus Spencer Academy stands as the most iwportant educetional
institution among the Choctaws. With some exceptions, most of the Indians
recognized the intrinsic value of the Acadeny. They were pleased with
its offorts and generally satisfied with the results, FPurtheruore, most
agreed with John iobart Heald, a highly educated merchani, that Spencer
was "equal to any of the good old schools of New Bugland,"' To then,
it was a woral and intellectual fountain that sent forth crystal streans
to 2 peopls thirsty for civilization.

When Spenver Academy ceased to exist in 1900, 2 chapter in Choctaw
history ended. lore than 2 half Century earlier, the Academy was created
to further secure the fruits of eivilization, Under the direction of
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both the northern and southern Presbyterian Churches, Spencer was a
source of acadenmlc and spiritusl guldance, Natlional control of the
institution in 1894 essentially marked the progress of the Choctaws
as a mature people,

During its existence, Spencer Acsdemy was the mest important
educational institution in the NHation, To this end, 2 living monument
was erected by the success of its students. As flanes consumed its
physical evidences, the Nation affirmed Harvey Schermerhorn's epitaph
of his own administration. "Providence seems to indicate that the work
is closing heres I believe thai the day of fimal accounting will show
that it has not been in vain,"'® Indeed, it has not.

‘%@umﬁm 300 Lawske Nelaon, 23 Aprid 1689, Anericas
Indian Correspondence MSS, Presbyterian Historical Society, Number 146,
Roll 15, Usiversity of m:a Ilbrary.
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