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PREFACE 

In. the prewration ·ef thi~ the.sis, .I have received· 

ge,nerpus aS$l.St~ce -in: g~dan~e and;··c~itieism as well as 

continual encouragement, from Dr. Martin S. Shockley. I 

wish to express appreciation, also, to Professor L. N. Mor­

gan for his helpf'ul. aid in bibliography and research; to 

Dr. Roy Hadsell and Dr. Charles c. Walcutt, for their sug­

gestions; and to Mrs. s. B. Townes, thesis adviser, for 

her help in organizing and correcting the material •. 

Among the native Comanche, without whose co-opera­

tion this work would have been impossible, the following 

released information concerning tribal history and lore: 

Herman Asenap, an educated Comanche who for more than thir­

ty years has served as an interpreter f~r the tribe in an 

innumerable variety of' circumstances; Mow-wat (No Hand) ; · 

one of the narrators among the elder Comanche; his daughter­

in-law, Mrs. Spenser Mow-wat (formerly Rachel Pewo), who 

served as interpreter; Teh'qu.a kuh, another of the few ex­

cellent story- tellers; Felix Koweno, an interpreter; Rand­

lett Parker, who was reared by To-pay', the last living 



wife of the last Chier of the Comanche tribe, Quanah Parker; 

Morris Sunrise, a grandson of Q,uanah Parker; Baldwin Parker, 

a son of the chief'; Marguerite and Vida Tahchaw-wickah, 

Nathaniel Woomavovah, and Max Palloheka, young Comanche in­

formants. In ·addition to these, my father, Rev. A. d. Becker, 

whe has served as a missionary among the Comanche since 1.896 

at Post Oak Mission in Cmnan~lle County, has furnished valu-

able inrormation. 
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IN'l'ROOUC.TION 

During the last two decades there bas been a rapid-
• • • • • • w • • 

ly increasing interest in the backgrounds of American lit-
~ ' • $ 

erature and cu1ture to which the· Indian of' .North' Amerioa 

contributes his part. Ethnologists, anthropologists~ foll::-
... . ' ; ·: .... ::;~··· .);" 

lorists, historians, and students of literature have been 
. ' 

'attrac.ted ·to th~ . various pha."ses of this past~ This atten-
... • • • • h 

•• , • ,. ~ 1 ' • • ~ • • • '- • • •• - ~- - ' • '. 

tion has come relatively late, and the Indians' tales and 
: .. : . ' . . . - ' . \. . . ., . . . . . : ' ., '. . .. ' , 
mythology have received leaiit attention of all. A j;>romi-

' ' 
' . '- , ... -·, 

nent author has said, "The Indian has so long been an ob·-
· .. . 

ject of interest that the 
. ·. :···, 

neglect of his mythologies and 
. .. 

tales is difficult o:f comprehension."1 .The Comanche, in ;,, 
. '•• · 

parti2ular, has had very little attention • . 
. . ·: . .. ._,_ . \ : .. , . . ... ~ . ;-,, ,•· . ' ~ - .~ 

America has a wealth 0f tra.ditionai··1ore .that· is 

based upon the heritage ot the e"arly peoples of . thl:i conti ~ 
h~nt: .. thei~. tradi tfo~~~~ . cus·t~--~ b1

~iI~rs·;;_)~hiio~:opi{ie~~!-! 
:.Cc-i·~;: ( l-f:) •:1~~~1

~;::.-- J t)~t (i d r :.-) ~~ ·_:: :: :}_ ::re.~:~ i....... ..... --=-:.·n.:.:.. '.::rt<·i~'.-::.·\ .. ;·: ;: --Y~. :: .'} .:. ·:r ~-r ... : r:. ~:_, : .. :: .-. 
superstitions, myths, legends, and folktales. American 
,f.':1;: -: :~-.... ·~-- .:,.;:}1- ,:;_;._tT\ ·:.~ t-·--.~: :·:--.·. ~ .. · :-. ~:-:: _; - ,;_.;_\---:· __ ., :-~\:/··:--- ·. ~~- .. ~ .. ·:·. ~---~- ~--:\• .:-!~. 
1iterature~of the; Southwest has its own -peculiar past~ sep-

.. , . . . ·;•+iew;t•~ ---~PJ~J~.o~•, ::Jlw:ths·. an~,.~egends,~ ~ -N~rth ,Ameri,~ , , . .. 
~an Indians (Boston: David D. Ni~kerson and Company; n.· d.) , · 

.. •. · . .-.- .. . . 
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a.rate and distinct from the development that the literature 

of· any other nation has experienced. The Indian is in that 

histor,ical background that: .serves to guide, color, and en­

rich the- present • . His pn:portance in. history .and .anthropol­

ogy cann.ot. be denied; but with:c the . . exception o~ the atten-:. 

tion·.- he has received, f'rom· Longf'ellow., , Fren~au, and a f ,ew. :. 

later writers who have drawn -their ·insp_iration f'rom ·the 

Southwest; the Indian has·:be.en util.ized~ to anl.y . a minor de.,. 

gree. i1i literature • . A f'ew .recent writers ·vmo have: st.udied 

thei~ . s.ubjeet and···territory have .-given. the · public .. accurate 

representations of h;i.tti• ,:· but., as;. a :whole.;.: he · has·· been·. pic­

tured'·· in two quite··,a.iverg~nt . ways·~ .. -b.ottr. of them. st~reoty:ped:· · 

.:tihe brutal, blood·~thlrsty, painted, sa:,.vage:,.,.an the warpai;h·; ~··· 

and the ,romantic, . aU~g;Lorious,,·sentinJ,entalized, . mistreated:. 

r ·edina.n'. on :the other.. Neither. is a tr.ue . . picture. The Indian 

in literature needs .. to -be ·humanized;1.:person.al.ized-; ·and in.~· ... 

divid-ualized. Such ·a portraya1: will: ne~- be ereated .nntil, .b.e­

is~,uµderstood•,·. and he will -n.a:t ·. be . un.d.erstoo:d.~= untift.:,he and .ha.JJ ·­

~olk baelr8.r,eun.d arei~~at.ioifa.Uy,. andt tu1elll9tionai~y~ -~V.di:e4. '. 'tA:!­

t:er.2. tha:t ,:,p~rha})s, ;_. :tha-.~ur.ren'ti$ \'>:ti th~ .. i..Indian·. in,· J..-it..~.ratm,:e 

].Ulrl;-Indj.an:.,liter~tur-e .. : it·s.el.f': wi.ll-f.:. ©rail-u.aa.1-qi_ f'l0w more: .. ~tu~ , 

'i·a.1.iy :iiijo tlie main · stream· o:r-&erfeari · 1iterat·ure·. · The· rea.·;.;. 
.. :- :..: · .:: ·: ·•- ~-- -~- ~ : ' · ~ · ; "i ·=1 :. • · : __ ::: -~ .' !·_ .. ~ • • ~ - • '."' ,. ~ •• •• -; ,:;·~•.~· 

s .Gili,~or, ·tbJ.:s·.·s1~~tien is., ·~erhaps,,~.·tnat 'the f'-0l~ale:;t· :aud 
:_-_r·.: ~ : .... ~-.; ;_}; · '.,: -~ ·; · •· ·• :)~-- ; ·r· ::·. ~., -:~ ·,. · · ·: :.·: :-"" t.:.-·i.{.: 
legends of the Indian have been neglected. One authority 
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on folktale collec~ions says, "The literary · tornfs or oral 

tradition undoubtedly have much more to off'er than we have· · 

thus:£ar.· extraeted from them •. n 2 • .· · 

Even· before the white man brought civilizat-lon to · .. i.: 

the land of the- redln.an, the. American Indian., in his way,:'. had 

systems of .education, standards of'·, iJ.iterature, and record:s·: ·or 

events although these ·were no:t f'oruial. .:systems •. · Stocy-te11ing·, 

an. oral a.rt, .. was his 1.itera:ry.-achievemen.t;-. the stories -·embod­

ied-;_ his · hi.story and :fur.ni:shad the· medium .. f'or his:, training. · 

T9day;.0 having .- taken Oll ·'mUch: of modern civi-lizatiofi ('educat·i ·on, 

t,ll.e. white man's religion·; · and · -his •.mo.de of' •' l Lving):, : the comaii~ 

che-. i .s faced with the ·(I.anger; of 1os,ing, that heritage , wi·th·, the 

pas.sing or ~older,·tribesm.e..n-. Tribal cttstom:s, practio·es~ and 

belie-rs are;-vanishing~with · the passing of their art of · story 

telling·, ~hrough ·which .- tradition . is . preserved. 

L .hav:e:··writt.~n a :~thesis,,attempting-..._to show· the ·,wiue 

of' the · lit~rature of· the. (lo.IIU;U1che :Indian.·. :.T<Fachieve my': pur­
p<:>'se, :, I:.-:have ~>raund:-... i:.t nec:essa.ry,:-to rela.te ;·-.the '-·his't-ery, ·Ana· · gen­

~I:al.n.baekgra.und:·;•·e:ri uh~'-l:b~l~~:; 1,<,,'-disoo'V~r, ; -el..assify, >-aildYeval­

~t-et iai:e.:[~o-re ;;-l-and:·,1.j.tera:tl.11''1",.:;:t·o ·' be/ f'aund:,.and::''t o ·- reveal ; itiVH; 

pur,pose; :.,an.d·:•,to ,·;present .. the lti terat.ure ':, i. t se.l-'.C ·:!& s : ev;i;ciene e-'~-tiijl"· 

.T• ·•~ ·:• I ~•· ~ '!: \ .. --: ·:. •} .. •· ·.: . . \ . j;_ t :~} ~! _:_ ~, .... ,~ ~.t ' :· • . ·:.t • ,:t. • ~ \:· :'\ i.'.'!/. ·/.:,s,):: .. . . : ~ :. r., I'.:"· ,.:! \ •r .• .r-• ;Y ,:, ::; -~~ .~ ::~ ' ~-. '~•" 

- . . 2Erna Gunther , "The Folk~Tale Gollections of Oklahoma. 
'.4l,di:ans , 'l, ~ ~oBc-.SaY£,;· ~:.ed-~ -.-.1by· ·Jh · A ~{'.'BGtkiii ('l!st. •'•ed·. -; : Norman: 
University of' Oklahoma Press, 1929), p. 410. 

! . :·. -~<•. - . : ,:-: =.:, .. _.:_.:_!; -·;~: . ~-. . :---~· ! :. ·/~' ::·:---... • . ~ -: • ' '" - 1· ft-~~:'· 
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support niy- statements. I ha_ye organized -th~ entire study 

into two parts: Tp.e t.i+"st c,entains the gener~ . info~tion 

nee.es.sary t .o -un<ierst~d., th~ .G~~!}h~. . T)le s _Q,(?pnd-, part (}O:tl­

sis.ts of:.' the· myths, leg~n<l.s,-. f'~l:~.a1es, ~.raJ;ory, poetry~ and 

songs that have,. J)~~n ,~J.L~()-ted, .• ~i~s13i.f'ied, ... and annotated • 

. In , l?arj; .Oll,e,"; :tlle . t .!rst.·: _fiy~ eh~p~er~ • g-i ,~ ,t.he eth~ 

=no1ogy, hist.ory, -econ()llly, society,,. and ~ts •t;mQ. . crafts or the 

:tribe. f'urnish inf'<>i-ma.ti'flll .; '.COn.~erning :t.h~ -C:9~che.:. These ... -·· . .. -

icha.pters have :been:,.c.~e-ptll:y .aif't~.~ ;_s9 ,ji.1;g1:~ th~y. ~clud_e _on­

'.l:y, that informatiqn -~eeess~y to • un9(e~sta_u.4' , ~,he men~~l proc-

1.esses of'. the C.omanch~ .. nu,na_f·, t :o · ll.lld~.~~tt?,.D,,.d .tJle; -con:tent . of .his 

:-1it.erature, and- t:P~ ~pp~ec:i,~t~. ;b.i,J3 ,cr~t;).t~~- .Q~paci~Y~ .. . Chap­

ters six. -and., .seve.n l1UC1.'\lde . tl\e .cl?-ssif'i~atian 8Jld -~~y-si~_ .. 

·Qt· tb,e. lore· and-li te~~~~e .... ~t. tJ:+!3 -t:vi,;be ··-~d ,~t~emp.t to re­

:veal:;· the purpose. of' .hi-fl •literatur~ •.. 

. . : · ·'l',b~ ;~e s~~~J>.:i :i~. i;J1 , ;two. Jl~e~~~-Pl\~::_. •: t~ _:~~l>!-1i-sh<:t4 _. 

:histpriGe.1~ ,ant·hr.Qpel,.Qgi;c,aJ.:, ,~Jl~ ,et~p~qg~o-~ - wor~; -~ \~_ . 

. :rt-he· Gomanolle ,-India.ns~ i?b.f:!~Al;'1{~S.·~ '."} .AJi~~o~:'~~~; _to. ~9:~~r: ( . . .. , 

•3ffi$1d~~the, · ~i:w.e; 1l~c:l't:"rl ··.-J~~,c~~_q.. ~P--~-~~: pt:· ::~ ,~F,~;t!t • :·· 

.·~ter.4:ar··\~C<Ulra~J',J✓• , _ ;-_¢~~~ -"ltl!e .. 4~9~tion released 

_by one memher 1.~ =-- th.~ :~rtb_e ··~th .;~ ~iz.toi',:,~ ,~~~~ ,, ··tw.:9.-,: ii:+ •:;t~ 

'Te1ating-· it. ·w.l.:th publi'~at-i'OIU;l ,Qy :ai,th,9-_i-,it.1~~---,,on .t-J.!e .. subje.c\, .. 

·r.1I -,,hav.e . t ·rie'd :- t .e a ·~b,iev~ ~ollle 4E!~~e ;,9:~ {1.U~.h.~~lici~y;~.; . '. ... ' • . . '.::, 

.-i '. ~ :The storiea:·J.n __ thif1 ~-~:l¾~~lic.:>l! };lAv~ :•~e'!~J!,~. a:s f ~ 
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.as I .could ascertain, been reduced' to writing. The · CoIIl8.Ilche 

stili have n0 written language, ·ana-: only minor atteDq)ts have 

been· -made to record · them til Eng].i'sh. ·· A few· published vari­

ant·s exi-st as· subsequent notation will show. 
• Some details may have unwittingly been altered or 

omitted, but in general the stories remain as they were given; 

and their main features are intact. In a few cases the story 

was told by a child or youth as he heard it ; in others~ by an 

adult who had repeated the story occasionally during his life; 

but most f'requent·1y by an aged member or the tribe who for 

years had imparted h;is store of lmowledge of' the tribe's trad­

itions to the child, the youth, and the fellow-tribesman. 

As one who has heard the stories related in both the 

Comanche and English 1~es, I find that there i s some­

thing in the natiye version that more truiy reflects the ori­

ginal natural atmosphere, .. the vigor, and the reality of the 

stories and retains the figurative expressions. The Comanche 

have a vivid oral art in ~~ph m!miory, gestures, onomatopoeia~ 

pantomime, impossible to reproduce in writing, carry muoh of 

the literary, as well as the dramatic, element. 

A few explanation$ that cannot properly appear in the 

introductions and notes accompanying the narratives are inclu­

ded in_ the first part ef the thesis for a better understanding 

of the c1ose relation or the narratives to the lire of the 
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Indian. Additional rererences to speciric tribal aspects 

with which the stories are concerned and the particular pur­

poses which the tales serve will appear with the legends and 

rolktales in Part Two. 
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. . . ~: . 
CHAPTER I 

N.11RN0LOGY 
~ . 

, .. : . . . ~ . 

To understand the eomanehe, a knowledge or·· his for-
. . ,. ·. . . . . . 

mer locations, affiliations, environs, and his ethnological 
. . 

background in general ts necessary. 
t ' • . . ; . • ·.:·. . ,; :·}.,., , • .. ~ • :, • ·. ~ -• ~ 

' . 
L~stically, the tri·be is most closely related to 

the Sll(?Shon~ of Idaho·: ~d ~~mingl- -~d t~ere is -~rlden~e , ~~t 
' ,' .' . ;. . . '·c;· ' .. 

they were residents there before the eighteenth century. 
. . .. . . . . ' . ! . 

"According to the Crow tradition the Comanche lived north-
. .• ~ . . . 

'•,; ... ,. : .... .,,. ... . ,{ :-' 

ward in the Snake River region" (Idaho].2 Both tribes (Sho-
·. ' 

shoni and Comanche) are divisions of the large Shoshonean 

group co~p~ising apl?r~x~teiy twelve t+ibes.3 . . Kr~eb~; di-
::.:':~ :.~;?; ! ~ •~-- ,." ·. _;· ~ _..,~_:~;. ~ · f-' t _. ~· ..• ~ - _ ... • . .. :. ·~ . . r·1 4- ; ~~: -, .. --~ ;· ·• ~ .. ,}< 

.vi.tl~Jt tJl.~ _g;roup iP.t9~ ;t"~µr ~in P~@qll~s_: . tµ~ J>:J,.~:~E,a,U, _:e.r@eh 

' ... \ 
.. ~ 1· 

- · : ·• l • • .:_ -~- t ... •. ,.-.:.· 
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composed of Shoshoni-Comanche, Mono-Paviotso,. and Ute-Cheme­

huevi; the Kern River Branch; the Hopi Branch; and the· south­

ern ·ca1ifornia Branch comprising four tribes:4 

The Shoshenean is.the seeond largest language ·group 

among the American Indians, being exceeded in size by the 

A1gonquihs~5 The Shoshoneans have .:been classed -with ,other .,.­

gro~ps to form a larger linguistic fami:ly called the U"to- · .­

Azteean. 6 These ·other Uto~.Azteean gro~ps are the ·Taneaµ.; · 

Kiowa' ,Nahu.a.llan [ Azteo l ; ·-and ,.,Ma.ya Branohes•; ,r 

All the Shoshoneai;i. tribes lived in ;the.r region .·of the 

Great .. Plateau coveriag southeast Oregon,, . soathern :Idaho.; 

southwestern Montana, western Wyoming and Colorado, Utah and 

Nevada, and:'.m.ost -,of, Californ.Ja south of tp..~ Tehaehapi.-8 · .The 

outlying tribes later. were the Hopi of .A,riz.ona .. and the C9ma.n­

ehe .: of' -the : Southern .P1.a~s, the . latter -beil')g--.t.u.e.-·- pnly : one of 

the group l.iving. -~nt·irel.y .. ,on~·-:the ·p1ain,s~ Q. Tb,~ Sll9.~~Q~ .. EJ.nd 

9B:OAS·1~/-0,p.~ ,.:;1.~it:., p~ :.:~-~ •. :~· .... ~:: ··.: ,..> ,r_:'..~?..~...::.->·.: ·;;, .- ..::. · ··¥ ,: ·· :\ "3.::s :·:-·: , ; , ::~·,,; ', . . "k. .,: .. :.::':,:,:.·:. '.. :/ 
x~ :~, · ·; ··'. <;Wi~$ler., Indians\ of'::·the u • .§. ~ p. 212. 

; i , ••• 
~ ·. ,•. ,. ; 

~ ....... -•·~-- . ~--
•. _::..,, 

-~~~:~ ... op, • . cl t,. , p. 3? • 

~Jame~ Mooney, "The Gho.st-Dance Religion and the 
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Goma.nche, who had lived adjacent -- t0 each other in southern 

Wyoming, were separated during the seventeenth century. The 

Shoshoni were beaten back into the -- mountains by· the Sio-ux; 

while the Comanche were . driven ste,adily southward by the 

$ame. pressure . .1-0 

When- the· .North Americ~-lndians are olass·if"ied as to 

oustoms and .habits, the COnia.n.che is 'grouped with the Southern 

tribes or the Plains Indians~ -.:who, · :in. · general, a.re recognized 

by-_a rew main ·cultural,-characteristics: - "the use'· of the ouf'­

falo, the tipi, the horse, the soldier-band, ··· and the sun 

dance, ttll aU. of which will -be elab0rat-ed in succeeding eha:p-

Making -··up the -Plains :J:n_diru:is group, as Wis s1.:e·r · ·clas_;,, ·­

sifies t-hem, are -the Northern Tribes; tlie --Southerl:{.'I.'ribe·s; · ! ' 

composed or Arapaho, ·-.Gheyenne, -Comanche, Kiowa, and Kio-wa­

Apache; the Villa:ge,.or ·Ea·stem T-r·ibes;, -and -:fihe Pla-t:eau er: .. · 

We:stern TriQes.12 

't::''_;l -• -~•-· ~-- . • ,•,-•/. J1t'.;;..,":J•~~~;~..:-,. ~ •••• .•:l •: ... ~ .. r •, ~•-•.~ \ •1 \ ;.j_ :~:."'}. .• 

~io~ Outbreak of 1890," Fourteenth Annual Report of the 
· u:re.au oti~eer.-a..--e,.a.n ~Dlm.oNe;:J lt"8S24i~~-;,1}0Q~~~-~<'f,i l 23@;, ':F~: 2; 
.;~~~~~~!:;~-- ~~Y~!P!!~~!!~--~i,.ny_yig __ 9.~JJQ,~,-.~l~~:9 l ,. P./l .. ~10.4,;3. 

l.-Q!W.:'4;.:· . 

115(l~--;W.i~-~~e~~~,~N,ort-h',_.An:ferihan Indians_ af ~ -Plains 
("lla.ndboQk Series No. 1"; New~York: Am.er-i,..~an -Museum of Nat,;. 
ura1 History., .::J .. 912l'i ' 'IW• -1~:-,.-~~· ··; . ·•. ; __ ·<··:::, :··-·; 0 :/-:_::> ;.~-:_:,=:._ ·:,-;;·~-

;_ • ·;t ·:. i ' . : ., ,, 
.... 

. . , .. ,·: 

< ...... .: · - . , • • 
.; 
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As a Plains Indian the Comanche lived by the chase; 

although he fought only for his hunting ground and the ne­

cessities of' l.ife, he wa-s war""like. ·He. is .usually proud ·and 

reserved, courageous and determined. ·To strangers he · is cau­

tious, but :kind . and hospitable. His - enemies found. him cruel 

and,··unm.erci:rul.•1preceding the· -present .,era, ·but today there ·.is 

no •·more peace-loving, inof'f'ensi ve group to be found anywhere. 

Mooney comments that · the Comanche - "have a: · high sense of :-1ionor 

and: hold themselves superior -.te the -.0th.er · tribes with which· 

they-.are .associated.~13 · Spence, however, says, ·"The·'Sh@sho..:.. 

neans , or 'Snake' family • • • e01I1prise the Roat-diggers~ ca~ 

manches ,and other ' t1':Lbes or .110w·.:·eultll1'1'e•' · These ·1>e0pl.e~ ·1t 

is said ar.e prpbably nearer the .. brut·es th~--any '- other :portion 

of the· human race on the ·-f'ace ~of. ~· the g1obe.n14 Powell.· calls 

them '.'.practical. and, businesslike. nl;> 

In height the Comanche is considered average. High 

cheek bones, -- a . mediwn-to·.:..1•ight- brown compl.exion, and eorutse;· 

e:'.lli ~9'0~~~• ;;;{1!~~? ", :-~~::-~j~~ ·• ~r•~( ;;~t:~~~tt-, 
r., C'. -~ ,: !<.: : . o:~ney, o.p ~,.,\c :it·:.~,, p ~ , l 046 • 

:r>J•~\ _:_ ;, ___ ,: ;!~~·!n~~.;_:~~~~:~1~~;~t !~-~:-_ ~,~ • __ ::_,~~ ~~. :.-}.:>·f-t:i~ :~~ --~:-_'.:-ihf'.,:~~A-+:-~~:;. 
Y. ~~·.:: · -,:· ~~-:;t~:r~~·s ~ · --.p~~ii~,}ditec:t·or) :· .. :sevt}nte·~t,h, 1uliiwu Report 
!!'~t:he \llar-eau at· Ariieriea.'n '·'Etbi>.olegt., l895~6~ ,to ,;tjlj;e--.:,i3eC-~@..~ 
tary· of' ~~e_:, ~:ths.on.t.~ Inst. ; -,fa;Mi_ I : ,{:Washing-t;on: Govern-
ment Priiit'Wg--'O:ttice.; ~·.:18~8) ,. 'p~ .::234. · · ,- .: ·: , 
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of. which seem ,to be unknown, came into use shortly after 

l '700. 16 The word itself', when adopted by Americans, was 

:well.ed in at J.east -twenty-four .. dif'f'erent ~ys.17 .This W<;l,S 

the. 1:esul.t of' various attempts to interpret, with alpha­

betical symbols, the pronunciation of the word. It is 

generally bel:Leved .that : the. . wqrd-·d,.s 9f' Spa.n:i:sh-Mexi~~n ori-

The name "Snakes" -was: commonly aJ?J?li,E)d-. to · th~ $ho~ 

sho~~omanche groups· when, "L~wis and 01~~, ~~lore<l t];ie up~ 

f;e_r: ,Missouri c(;)untcy:,."l-8 -
0

Moou.ey . repe]?'t~<l in ~~97_: "The tr~-."'." 

bal. sign. :fer the- Qmnanches ,is 'snake-~' with_ the .f':i,pg~r cµ'~wn 

't'PWB.rd -the _ rear instead of' i;hru;:1'\i .-f'~~d-, ~s f'qr the Shosho-.. . - ~ - .. . 

ni, showing-separation or the t;riQe~ .• ~l~ ... ih~~ ~stablishe~ 

the Oomanche' s original af't-il_iat:j.on, witll -~;ae Sho-shoni -aild in-. . - ... 
dicates his . former location in t~e Snake River region of Ida­
ho. 

The . French ref.er~ed to them. as P.aclo1;1,9,a~ ~ a ~~ gi:ven 

itlleD11~by, -t-ll,~ :~;:iag~ and otner tri~~--s 1?,.~£Wf3.8Pt ~~1~ iA+:~ .~~s,_.~4--. ::-; 
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Platte rivers.20 

The trib.e probably had as many name.s. as there were 

groups with whom they ca.m,e ·in contact. A most :U}liversal cus­

tom among Indians is ··to gi VEi an indicative name ·tb any new.:.:. 

The Comanche, an unwritten language, is "sonorous and 

flowing: its chief characteristic being. a rolling r. It has 

no 1."21 The _y is usually labial. The ~ sound is an aspir­

ate k. Euphony in a gliding phonetic softness is noticeable. 

Many of the words end with a whispered vowel which strengthens 

the preceding consonant and brings about clear enunciation. 

These consonants~ however, are often dropped for elisions or 

for the compounding of words. The compounding of words is an 

exceptionally prominent element in building entire statements 

as well as in forming new words.22 

In general, the sign language proved adequate for 

gatherings involving several tribes. Ne.vertheless, the Co­

manche language seems to have been intelligible to the tribes 

• ✓23 ..-1 . b i· t t d. ~ . t Qf the Shoshonean family, · anu, ecause was no i~ficul 

28Riebardson, .2Y;• cit •. , P• 16. 

21M00ney, l.oc. cit. 

22w. J". Becker · "The Comanche Indian and His Lan- _ 
guage," Gbron:ieles of,. 0klahoma,- XIV (September, 1936), 332._i 

Z½icbardson, .QE• ill•, p'! 23. 
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to master; many or the Plains Indians understood and spoke 

it. Indeed, the language of the Comanche has often been 

referred to as the "court 18.l}g'Q$.g~" of the tribes.24 

24nan W. Peery, "The Kio~•s Defiance," Chronicles 
of OklahoIDB:, XIII (March, 1935), 31. 

. .... ,: 

~-. -.. ~ },-
·• ,,. , f" .) . ,#-
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CHAPrER II 

HISTO~Y : 

. -· 
Whether the Comanche was naturally a rover, or wheth-

er he was forced .from his land by economic pressure and by 
• • • • • ,. ,I ·, ••• . . 

invaders, at least he was continualJ.y moving. There seems 

·to be evidence to support both conj~~tures: 
..... ,. . 

In th~ ~i°~ven-
' . . . . . •-· . . ·. - . ,-· .. 
'teenth century, Wissler states~ the Co~che, Kiowa, and Sho-
.. . ~ . . 
shoni (allied tribes of the Ute-Aztecan family) lived east 

. ... . ' ~. . . -.. : . ~- '· . "!:. ! ... - . . - ·. 

of the Rocky Mountains on the plains. The Kiowa seem to have 
• • ·! .. . ., . ··- . -·· 

occupied that part west of the BJ.ack Hills, the Shoshoni 
. - .. .. ' 

. -
camped between them and the Rocky Mountains in Wyoming and 
L - : } 
Montana, while the Comanche held the land south of the rio'wa. 
t·,~•/ -: .'.f '::·.:: ;~ "! '-- ; :, .. ~• • • · : _l !• .. ·,. ,- - .• :_ ·· _·.- ,:_ ~ ,': \.,. ~ .• • . . '_:;, ) :.. · • . ·· • .·~ 

Af'ter the turn of ~he ce~tw;y, ~th t~~ Sh~~ho_ni rE3IE,a~P-1~~--

in the n()r.tb. . the ·:-.Kiowa· move.4, south, .. of them covering the area , . ,.. .• . .. . .. . .. .. . 

.between · lt.-~B..'f~~u~d. -~;l"i.i:Ll.~ ,~d; .. \ :11~. 1.G~~}l~' .JI\Q~~d ;-. ~Q~~-1!· '&nd 
)1)6 c~c-·u·1f'.Jl..;...t,~1.$ ei; u t :~1}.:'._:_,..-~-:.t~-~~.e~:;·:; dn ,:~ ·?··1~r-:ru .. e ~~": j _;~: :}::"./~--~ .. ~ .... M·-"'.~J_:~~·:: !~:.: :·. 
t~t-::ii1:·~~:i)iJi,if~1,?;·(!iflie~ltri\ies··:~-::li~ieail_ed·--d. ,:tornild$:bJa:::troiit T\~~-;_.. -.::~ I t ff<~:,. ~:-::t.- ·;::--::~<--:r~> ·;-· ~----~•--·-•1------, , . . 
stretc~ from ·uontana to Mexico. It is known that the 

... _.t:. ~:;\.~e.;. "L ,· ::-,-~:- .... •-<:~·~-:-.~~~ . . -:~t; !~:.-;:.:_\ i>~ ~! ~r-t . .- / .• 1 .. ,.:-,.; .. 
Cemanch~. ·were moving ··soutliward iit-'tlie· ·beginning of the eight-

:'\-.::=- -r·~~t; ~ ., :. ··. _ 1 
<, . ~~ ,~_:__: : : -

r- ·'·:. , .. ,.: .. ~ ; . . ., ; .... 
·:; ; .,.. 
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eenth century, ~ut ~he previousl.y mentioned Sioux encroach­

ments may have been part·ially. resp0nsible. 

Soo·n af'ter. 1:'705 , :,· when the eoina.nche were f'ir-st re- · .· 

p0rted in New Mexico/~ , they wer:e · ,attacking the Apache band. 

Bourgemont, 3 ,. the French expJ.prer.:, -' f.ound . a Comanche trib~ on 

the Up.per Kans.a:s RiveT>·. {'in·. Kansas), in ,J.?24, accotding to 

Powell's f'indings~-4 0maha: tradition, he says, place·s them · · 

on the Middle ·Loup . .Iu:ver· (lll, ·Nebraska). These repeNs indi:­

cate that their line,, al.onff·. wa,;s ·•of"., gr.eat·. :L~ngth. Maoney- ex­

J?lains, "It·-must-· be re-member·ed that_ fr.em' 500 .to 800 'iiii.1.es 'was 

an grdailaeyn;;a.nge flor. a pl.'airie tr-ibe-. n_5 _ , . ·. . .. . 

·The .. remainder : of· ·the eighteenth: century was. taken 'up. 

with attacks on the Apache, cla·shes .with the Spanish~ ·and 

trade with the French. 'rhe· Spanish~ who had founded. ·San .An­

tonie .in. ·1,718 -and · lw.d ·establ'is-hed an Apaeh,e· miss,i:on: ,tof' bring 

the· Gospel;. to· the·. t~ibe'·, 6 were, weiL-conie·d bf the Apaehe:·,because 

2R1eiia:rdson,- ep. cit.", p. 55· • 
. ].- ":. · ' ,... ' ! ·": •:-:•\: . . :~t . · .... _ ... ,· ."_'..,{:,~:. ·/.·~_:,-\ -~:;~;_-~_•-: ·~ .::. ::~.: ,-_~ . _·' :,: "~.j : -:~-f ':f. 

. 3Beurgemont' s journal is pr.inted in Pierre M.argry' s 
D.e.t ~v.sm~s:>-:e.11;;1eita-bilhooement-:- ~ ·~ris -~ ~-e., o...-,e;st, ~ 
dans· 1e ~nd de l'Ani~rique ·sepentrion.ale, 1614-1?54, vi, 
(Paxts~r..,:l8'l~J.,_;•,·,p.p_~ "C\S98::W9..~,' -~'-;.·_, .-' ., •.: : ~-. -:: ·· · ·· , .. .. · -.,. .. ,. ·::.~ f' 
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of' the protection the Spanish soldiers of'f'ered against the 

Comanche -invasions that were becoming more and mor e f"re­

quent. 7 Stealing horses-. and SUJ?plies f'roni.: both the Indians 

. and the Spaniards, ,>capturing .. ,m.any women and children, and. 

winning most of' the -battles, the ·Gomanohe· drove - the -Ai>ache 

south and ·west and_ 'took·- ·possession- of' ·-tb.e.::1.and:~ 8 ; 

The coming (}f' the French; whose· posi.tien •in • the new 

country was strengthened by :-the · middJ.:e or · the century;- had 

pr.eviously::been oppo·sed ;by· the·:,Goma.nche, ·whe _f'ea.red --·his 

trades with:·-the Apaehe 'would equip their· enemies : with arms 

and munitions. Now;· Richardson says~ af'ter the Apache had 

been ' pushed. back-, the · C0manelie • \qere r eager . ta trade-with the 

French and secure f'irearms for themselves. In 1758 there 
- -

was a Comanehe · attack on the ·-Apache nii-ssion9. in ·wnieh ~-the 

· a.ttaekers were- reported motuited -·:·and :car±'ying French :f:ire­

a:rms·. ~ In -l:'18$ a ,- peace -t:reaiiy; ,fitvol-ving -gitt:.S -·t() -the .. e:Jo- · 

manche chie.f's f"rom __ the Spallish, was ._~ffected. Keeping 
_,. 

peace, however* by ~h~ qontinue~ pr~~eµt~tio~ of' gift_s 
.- ;_.-;' ·::'.<-...:· ·,~ :. <~- ·.-.-~:~ .. ~:,.:# \.~, ; .. .1·~-~-.- - ~ .- ,;;.:ll i.;.,~~:·\~;.t_,.~:l~t'-r.. ·;;·/~_:;:~ .. t·.~:::=./·r}. 

, f'tit>"bi!fc·~t .; ·brlig.lit.~~of0iiedDe-"I<fth·? :•ne'ed:l.(is i~ '_:knf:ves'; .. ,awls; 
; ..... 

w~aring ;•h:j~et ,3bead~) '. :'~cam~::'~ .teij),~nslv.e.~. ll~jle~/ 1;_(1).~.~the 

:<'.;:\~,~; iiY.~.:£;( • L:~i-'. '~ }: •.· '. ; ••· :. ,; .. · \;/ \., ·; ~; ;, •'c :;.•~, ;;:/'' '} -
, >:. :, .-•. :R:telufrdson~· op~ ·eit .: , pp.· '67 ~,r.~: ·-,' :.· , :.' ': .. ' -

--8Il>:t:cl~:-~·,.p.--:.:J.5k ;•_ · .· · 

t •• •. 
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Spanish.10 

During _the nin~~-~enth ce.ntuey , ; as olashes with the 

whit.e.s • pre-vaile.d, uprisings_ :~d bol.".\ier ,-~:Care·. ~o_ng the . . .. 

· Pla-ins triJ:>es .were .sim,u,ltaneous1y 09ceyr_ing-.,_: Peaef;:l with 

the·. Cheyenne and Arapah.o; -.who .appe~ed--on th,e ·northwest 

bo,rder~alo_ng :the -:~p,per,.:A»~sas r-iverj around:.· :L83..0,- -~s -not 

effe;dt,ed until ·1846~);L Ar .. Qund;·l~:4 UA].e Oamanoll,e were ~t · 

wa.r,_with. the. P:awne~_;µ ; who oc~upied the territory north of' 

them and e~st_ .o:r ,~h,e 'Gll.~yenne_ ,8.l+d -,~{l,pi3)lo._-. "; -'l.'hi-s p_e_ri.od; . . ·, 

~lt:to ;,_.-':~nc.;t~d,e_d ~s ._vfith th~. --~,sage, a -. t;1"~Q~ .-~;e :the S:iGY+. . 

f~lY ,who, ~b.0u.:t 1802.,-_had, dr_ift_ed. -~~ 1)¥.P '.~P~~p. as, ,the . .tu:-.-

~s,?,~ :riy,er ·tp t~e ea.st. -.~d. llcP~:1;Jl~t\~t-.J:>f. the G9nJB.Il:c~e. 

· ].3 com~w. ,·. ·.: ' . . ... . 
. , •• . , i ... . 

-Aftt~;,: th~ p~a~e ~ ~th.---the ,. C~ey~,RAe ~d -AraM-119 .in, . 

18-4:9-., . aJ_l- -th~- :iJnp9.rt~t- Plai.n,s_ t~ib~-~ . s_e~m .t _o ,h~ve h.~~Il-- , 

!f'r.~~; .-~r .:~.l.)4-~~-~ ~fl= , f~~y -PrQ:?,.~l>ly .~ .-i~_d" ti:l\~,ij~l:Y.J':S t~ 

10n1c·iiar_cis~n~ -~j. cit~·-;" .pp. , -~ f'; 1 ' ,_ ·:.· • 

., ,; '. · · ,{:~~o~~~-~ ·Biia. 1G~1 n~~i1 ~ ¥n~-- :Ffs~t,liig ·ei~iE3fuie~; <-... -> ·. 
~!lEMlcJ.'ctffi:_ t;_fJ}w,l.~ :~.,.q~:-i::~~~J!.~'.i~'.:·&f.i}\S~c, .. ~~~~) ;:£PJti, ~!~ ~.-i ·.:._.: < '. l ,·: 

. ~if'AA~M,.;§-~~V:i ~~~r~e·-:~ :/th~) ?l??ak.i~s,;, c:Or·,·the, :''. . '·' 
J'.Qurnal gt!!.. Sant~ Fe 'rrader, 1831-1859; Vol~ :U o-r Ec!§Y 
We~»a}.f:e.a~~l·$.~~-·,.l)l#~~e_9-" -·:li1:uihe,~-~ 5:>l,4(.~~~~t.~.E~:,; · .-:-,:.:-~:~:..::. ~ 
:vols. ; Cleve and: · e Arthur a. C,lark · Company; 1905) ~; :p., . 125 .~ 

~;.:,· _; _:~ _ _.: '13R1~h~a.~~ii'~ ··:ri1.;\' ~1t~·::;'.~, i>;·- 5~-: ---· ···_ .. ·· ~ ·<. · '·. · .. •· • ·· · · 

•--• .r.• • ,'"••• ••••.--.,a. - ~••• ~••-- - • • • ••~ --~"T••~•~ ~• , • • •• • •• •-w•••• - --••• • • • • • • • • ... ~• 

1¾:r . a1 · . 'hal, d · k . t . . . ; ~P-~~.:~or.x,. :,:R~A:. :..~~f:?J:l,:.~ .. Jt¥:::l::s'PO ,;e __ RI;~:, er, 
'!'lie Greater~ S0utb.we.st ~:::{(fleUd"a:lJ),," ea1ifot•n1:a:-:··· The Arthur 

··ir. Glark &mitp~.fr:·]..~~t ;\ p_~~ ~~"t '.-:<:. ·.: ,· ::~-'' - ·...,-:.'· _;.:~ ,, ·•.:-;·,., 
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strengthen· their position aga.inst the f'urther encroachment 

of the white mail. In most instances; immediately af'ter an 

inter-tribal peace had been negotiated, the tribes involved 

became allies in subsequent re.ids. The tribe that was al­

lied with the Comanche most closely and for the longest 

· period of time was. the iri"owa • .-· What.e.ver· diff'erenoes the two 

tribes might have 'had were settled many yea.rs bar.ore; per­

haps as early as, 1q90~.J..5 

It->·1s· inevitabl.e that --confusion and violence appear 

-so 1>romilient1y ·11i- the' history -of the :rrontiers~ because;i in 

· the adjustme·nt ot· the Indian- to · the white · man; there were 

: -014.maotic :clashes·. More --often than ·not; Wissler· says, 1:1.:rn-

: .di-ans and whites were 'in friendly conta·ct, exchang·ing goods ; 

information and knowl.edge of woodcra:rt·-, and were o:ccasional 

guests in" .ea'.oh other's. ·homes ••• ·• Most of the time each 

wa·s· busy ~seeldng· .f .oo·a;· ,provi'ding shel.ter ~ ol.oth;,ing.·i ana,-· ,, 

~ other necessities~ The. -climaxes came when .organized pre.s­

t· ;sur.e·,:was. briought .by.:: .ei_t'her, gpQnp .to· ~tain ~or· a:c·qui:rer mor.e 

. iancf··~<\--to.-·1 Iinft·· huntfiig-riglita; as·-t11e . case. iidgnt · oe·~tt:t6 
.,. -i~~t.·-·:j,J. ·1• 1·· f.t:... .::-t·.~ -~ :_:·.: .. :·~ ~~-'~ ,. ··t·.·. , ··7 . _·_-_ · ... : -- :_. .. -~ : .... 

:!:•-i;~irL1~, ,:·. \Thane was,-~ery- 1£tt1e-:-·::'00ntlict:· between -~the-J}~~he 
::-i:,): t :. ... 

and ·the ~o-Ameriean .until about 1820 when traders began 
• • .. :·.; :_ • : •• , - ••. •• • ... l ';' -~ ~, • 

. t • '.$,:' ! '11 _ .. • ._ • .,. • • -~ 

drifting to the Comanohe ·villages; bartering guns and other 
. . 

~ ., ~ ••• : • • • : .. , • :.,. ,e :. ·- - - - ~- • -> ' • 

15Poweu; Seventeenth _Annuai Report; :p. 163 • 

. ':r6Wia•sle;·;· ':6i'd~ 0f the. 0ti~-;_ §.~; ·:pp~-- xi~::.xv. 
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articles; in demand by the tribe, f'or horses and pelts. Bent's 

Fort, _ established in-_ le2Q on the north bank of' _the Arkansas ··. 

ri~er;' s~rved the, Indians, tr~pper.s-,- tra,.ders; -and _ adventur-

ers.~].? ,,: 

In. 1.834; while, wars am.ong the) PJ.ains .tribes we st . o~ 

the· .Indian .. Territory- were . in--prog,r~ss~ ·the Unit.ed: States. ~nt 

the · f'amed dl:agoon expedition connnanded _by Brigadier-general. 

Henry. .Leavenwrth, and later by Colonel Henry DGdge; into 

the plains ·,to settle differences,, between, .the tribes -and- to._­

e.st.ablish -more,_ f'riendly. relations .between ·them-:and . the Go-v"." 

ermnent.+8 .. _ 'l:h~ .expeg.i$iol'.l, · la~~he$l_ a,~. E0rt -,G~pson (e_stab-

11;:da,~d . in l.824.), inc1udea.,-(George C~tl.in~ f'amotis :,artist . ~d· ·· 

oontri:\)utor to _ Indian., hJ.stcu-yi"'19 · ·'l'he ·:Co:manche ·:tril>~"must 

have .presented an imposing f'ront because_ Catlip. estimates 

their num.ller .,to . be .between 30,00Q and 40;000. ?O- eo1onel. 

D0dge invited the · leading ehief'·s :_ f'ci>r a . "big ta1t; n - pre-s:entf:1;' 

and smoke; ·accord~ to ·-Catlin; ~l He :further. reperts that .­

the-··G<i>mailche / -attar .,.pre sen-ts were ,, a-eeep1rediF ·li>eeame .. very; -. .-;: ,;:, i · . 

--;-rf' S t'lt::;.1!.·~ '?}~i · .. r(~~~~--~~i.:.{': 1 .::r•~._:.·)<]:. · "T~<y~·- (·~;;_21~_-t,,;·:~_ .t. ., ?.. ~ .. l .~-~-:-~·-.- •~ l">:~~'1-J_~~;t~. -~ t~\ 

..... -·· ------~1~tAJJ.Ley: -~V.e,s_t_a.1..; : .~b.e .. 01d .. S;mt,a, .. lJjt -~l"§.il .. .1B9~~-~-pµl ,--~­
Houghton. ~f'f'l.in -G9JRP8.llY, Tlie Ri versi•d.e Press, Cambridge·, ' 
l.·· g39) · pp:.:r:24-'7~256: · · ·· · • ·· ;_-_:";_.~··:·: :,::_ ::(. ··•."; -~- ·.- :; .. :. ; __ ,·,. · ·,A ., 

' . • , •. . .• ..... ' • • • • •; • • •• ,,.- :"~· · • • .. ~: ...... . . .... • •. ;_, :~ • ...... ~. . -""c --;♦ ,-.... ~ ......... ... · - • • 4• 

U-~"?i: t.<:'--f'"''.~ . ·.·.'\.:;;, .,~_!\,_ ":'· -<:, :·•_; __ -'·.·.: r;_;_ ;,_-- l . · :~; , : '.J i.· '. .. ,, ·::: . 

.. ·<: -. 8Riebardson, .212.• cit., p. so. 

· i 9~otge · ·airtiini ~:N-o.tlh ·· Amer.iean •: Indians-~ Two Vol::­
um.es (Edin,J,)urgh: J"ohn Grant, 31. George- IV l3ridge; l926Y. 

- 2;<;~c-:.:.· >_._ . .·_ :_. :~: · · ·> · 81.. . · - · · 
·'• i4?tcl~ , ._;p;, . P~-- J?_. . . ~id~, . II, .. P• .. &3. 

J ..,_ .. _·~=-.t •.--~--· · :-.· ~ ·:-.~.- : . . .. ' .. · ~;·_:-:~• :·.:.-:-1--:-: j•., -:> ~ - -:~ ... -.. ~ 



20 

:friendly and gave a hearty welcoming speech. The :friendly 

relations thus established bor~ fruit in the next year when 

the treaty of Ca.mp .Holmes.:·was signed 0n August 24, · 1835~ 

during another council .with the' Wi-chita and Comanche tribes 

on the bank o"f--the Canadian Rivex. 22,·· Although all the Ca.­

manehe bands, ·were not · repr.esente·d,; it•· was the first treaty· 

with the tfnit·ed·-states -in ·which any paxt of the tribe bad.' 

participatec;1..·· 

.,~ . B"ef'ore the ~mi4~1e ·of' .: the ;llineteenith-,century -the· Ge-

man:nhe ... c-overed.·southwestern ·Kan·sas ; seutheastern -Col.orado,~:· 

north.western :New .Mexico, western :eklahoma~~~-: and.-nortne~-- ' ... 0 -:· 

Texas·. 23 :.'.Chey had- become i'riendly w_:tth t.b.e ·-1.Am.erieans, . gen­

erally, but fought desperate:ty agailnst,::the,:~.exans:f~~ to · , , 

avenge .real or imaginary. wrongs· • . 

On·.March .1.9~ ·184825 in° a oounoi1-=" at :.se.n Ant<i>nio 

wi1;ih twe1ve!.·G~ma.µche chie:fls~ ·-.: co:mmissioner.s , fiom the Repub~ 

lie , of Texas brought be:fore them ,.a body· of troops· to force 

the Indians,:to.,pr0mise.~,t11a.t·.:a re:L~a.se>.o-r~' then-,~whitef,prisdn-

: etst w.au!fd·:J:> e,.; :ft0rthpom..ill:g·, , .· fjpQn,,..re.imsal:., 1 a :,:'-f ight'Yensued~-in 

·tJ~ t;, ·:-..-:~=- :, -;.::.i~;~::q~_:·~ :. ·· ~~:J.-:. _;; ·:~-t- •,;_ ... ::·.-·. ··.: =.: _·;:=-.srt 1 i--•. : .. ~:_;(~<·_~:.- ·;1r.; -:..!:~-:1~·:::. _ .~.· ::..! 

. .. . ~2Joseph_ .. E}. Thoburn;··A Standard ·History: of :Oklah~ma 
_.(;Jlew.:~:t:~.rk:-:. 'iffhe : . .A:me37ie~ Histoxfeal.'.1.Socfety,:.; •. ;J,91 6) ·; r;r; .,p. 
1%~ . 

• -'{ ' ( ... ·. •. ·- : . . . . . . .. :! . : · . -._ - . ·.• -:.·_. ' , 

-~-- ·: _-·. ~~_i,~~~~~-~~ -- ~i .... ~it~, .·PP,~ .. ?§.~ :.f',~ ... 
24Jaaoney; _ J.ec. cit~· ... >:·: .. 

. 25Ri~fuirdso.n and ·Rister;· !!!; -~"1-t-~,; ·,p~. ·.zttt: . . 
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which all the chief's and several ,qf'-:their. tribesmen were 

slain.. The C.amanche then began a war of revenge in earnest, 

the first ~ttack being upon Victoria-:·.-en August 6, 1848. 4Q 

In ·their raids they also to.ok· .c,attler a,nd horses· that could, 

be . round and captured women .and-. children. 

Arter Texas was amiexed .to ·-the -United· Sta~es .. 'in:.,1845, 

the f'ederal connnissioner of Indian affairs:· .found the .. preblem 

of restoring ·,peace thrust into his hands.-~'l ·. There is no ·. 

doubt ·that. the .Te:i;an.~coman~b.e . . eDIIlit.y· wa,s ~avat~d ~y,t,he 

San Antonio fight and was prolengedn,by di:t~erences. that were 

rarely settled except ·by .bl:ood-. , .Each- suc~eeding clash add~d 

:Cu.el · to the f'ire that had been· smould.eri.ng._ {Jince t ·h~ b.egin.­

ning of' the ·-eighteenth century.. Th~ e9ma.1;1che ~ natura.Uy war­

like and me.rciless, now became uncQntrol.lal>l..y savage. 

D-iming Jacksqn! s a<lln:1n..ist1;a,t.:toa.~~jr;;pli~$.i~@nt~ a .... -v:-ast 

axea. VJ&s .- des~te~ tQl.' ·. t;h~: .. _lnfli~a .. whicll-.·-l.§.t~J:? c~.~_tq._,_be __ · -

kn9vm as th~ Ind;ian T~;r~i ~ory_. It ~bra~ed the _l@d . tl;<>m 

tb-~., Reg. .Hi v~r .. to:,~lae .J:1,o~ll.e;J:11,1J>0.lUlQ.~:,~f,;,.N~b.1;a~::~d · ea~ 

or the M,:.e~au·:i_QqVll~'·;tQ ·· tb.~"-'~lqµ!§~~:.,~e~~t9~~, <tWlJ.~.t\;-: 

t 'b.<3:·· Ean~a~.:-:-Neb~a~~ _A~$·',.~~- paf?SeQ.; __ .i;n.-.,liP4,; _.- h~ver··, ::· ·tp.~ ·. 

a1d>India~:-·rrerr;itory~.-was . autQ.mat.toally ,. restricted:··,to the _ 

1.fm:i ts· of the present', s't"ate·-ot. oflahoma·:ea This-natura11y 

36rrb.(l)burn~ '-'ll:• '.::ett; • . , ~ I :,· .. ,p. _.,~~2_!;;_-. _ _., . '.-:1 •• .'::~ . . :::\ t: 

··:_::~7Rich~4~6tt\ili~;_iil.stJf:;·~-~p/ ~dit~ ~ · p~ - 28~'!,:•·· ·:.~ ·, 
.. . •. :.;--• ... , . :_, .~ -

28.rhoburn~ .2]2: ill~; I; pp. ·?3 rr;= 
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reduoed the lands for the Indians, causing f'u:rther dis­

satisfaction. 

Vfith the ciose or the Civfl.,War new -t:v-eaties were 

made · to appease -the still maraudingl>J.ains tribes. The Med­
"' j 

icine Lodge treaty, negotiated on Ootober 18, 186?7, · in the 

valley ot- ··Medi-cin:e I.odge 'River in';.sou.thern Kansas, :·assign_; 

ed the Comanche and Kiowa· tlie land extending ·rrom the 98th 

meridian 1 westward ·to,, the-Nerth Fork· or Red "River .:and ·from. 

the Washita .s0uthward t ·o .~the ,.Red .. River-• . ;Besides .- specify~ 

iDg th~ limits of the -reservation ,f .or ~:these and - other· 

pla~s ·tribes tha:t ·were nmv.:brougnt,:ta :;Oklahema;,.: the treaty 

proviaed :for the privilege of hunting buft'alo as far north 

as the Arkansas River.1 ·, -It al:s0~provided: :for. the ·:establish~ 

ment -and :maintenance of an agency-.:-and schools te:·-serve the 

tribes.; In . return they were t ·o · cease depredations ·"and e.1-

lowr constraction o·f , __ posts and • .r.oads~2~-: Beoause ·,o:e :mlsunder­

standings and ·dise-ontent r~sulting in renewed outbreaks, 

they did.~·:not<.set-tJ.e . 0n fille' .. -land. \1n:ti1<:;1874;.all.a. -1~7.5;--,:.,.·· ··· .. ·, . J: . 

,;y,_;-1 ~ -, ., :·:!E.on ,s1:~;,..:~t..~;h:lt;1t -i~he.cbegin4±ng,:>.Was ·:--e ·all:ed. ,~-cairq) 

Wiehi:ta.r vms ~,es-tabJ.i:shed,·11'11 l:;809. i't·e:>·'··~d agains-t; :f.urthet !. 

outi>rea'kij·;·58 'atid"It was ·to thrs· goveriiment :iio·st that· the"· 
"I .; ••• : • ; t :.\ ·, : • : . • /... ~,.•' ·r. .•. : •, :.· ,,.:,_: .:·:... t ~·.- • ~ . ~; : ... • -~ · ~ · ,. • :.: ~ - 'i,..'· ,,.._~- i. ...... · .. ;·. ··; -,_.;; ~ .: .~ ... ./'"'; i 

. .. -

··2·9Timburn, op. cit·., {, -pp. 3~3~4-02~ 

. 3 / : . -. . ~ _- .-,-_ ,, S . . :: ': - -::, , . -<· .- :: . ·._ · .. -... , -- . . L:::..:::.\ -:.': ,~'.:, ... 
:: .. ' •.·. : _ - -~-::_,;· ;~~ r~:-~!!1:m.~~~~~!'A::1!1~~ ?,q!l,; .. :14ilitar:y · ,B9st.s.-.· ,:and: : Camps· 
in,'.fk1Ahem&± '( OID:al:i~iml. ,~eity{ -' .-_.Har1ow~Nbl.ishing Company; ·. ' 
1936), pp~- ,'1.59,-17~. ,: :·: 

... : ~; ~ ~ . .:.. •, ·. . 
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warring Indians were asked to come to surrender. All the 

Comanche and .Kiowa bands were accowite.d for soon after that 

exc-ept a f :ew • outlaw· Comanche gr~~ps, among which were t .he · 

~uaha.da Comanche. 

Among the reasons for ·the . d,i~cont.en.t and rebell.ion- . 

of., the Comanche on the r.eservati® ~was the ·entranc.e of the. 

white .hunter ·.on their grounds, ~a :vi·elation of on~ o.f the 

t ;erms· of the Medie·ine Loo.ge -·Treaty whioh set aside the land 

south· of . ·the Arkansas :"f.o-r '-the, so~e ·use .. of the Indian· as a 

liu.nt-ing grotind:~ -·'After -the raiaxoad reached Dodge -Ci·ty -.in . 

18'12~ thi:s- sit:uati.on between the'':two .factions became -criti-

cii )31 -- · ;i_ _. •. ~- i 

Haw0rth, in 12'74 ~ ·-reported a Cheyenne-{}oma:nehe raid . 

in Texas, th~ object . of. whidh se-~nied tci'be -confined ·to 

uhorse stealing -as but few m1:1rders were eenmdtted.~"3? ,. -The 

horses ·were U:sed : f6r- fresh moiiri.ts · in their 6:x:pedi1li"<;>ns a:.;.: .. 

gai'rist the -whit-e. man. 
:·: .. ,.-. Ift,ili.is ·-,rel)ori,-<ftaworth ,a:J.·s~ .. -te1ls of':·,a new·.;c~mi3<iicine · 

: m~:nttt istttai:; ·-tsprr-ng-Uig uj;,afuong~tthe:~uahada. \:,Oemandhe and :· .. i. :· 

1 t!afm:J,iig ::-tid h~-te' t·mt:rae-uldus ' t1ower ~ ~ 3~,' : He":·d1a:-inied ·: ;the :· ab ~1-
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ity to bring forth cartridges from his stomach and the pow­

er. ·to : in:f'luence the guns 0f the whites and soldiers ·so that 

they,:_would be ineff'ecti ve against the ::I:ndian. Saying that 

-tt .was time to avenge the deaths of' tribesmen in frontier 

settlements of Texas and to exter.minate the buf'f'alo hunters; 

and that it was . the will of' the ~Great Spirit," -the .medieine 

man urged his kinsmen· on the warpath into the region .of the 

Texas Panhandle. 34 ·Jlere tne b.W;'f'.alo ·hunters and-traders : 

t.;rQm .. ~Qdg~ 0ity _ha(]. .. e:rt;;apl.i,,shed ~ tradiJig ' Dost kt).own.'-- as Adebe 

Wall.~:f: on the site of' the old Bent's Fort ,. to expedite tlil.e ir 

wor.k • . The Comanche, ... Cheyenne., and Kiowa made a - comb.ined·:.at­

tack upon the post under the leadership o:f Quanah Parker.; , a 

Oomancb.e e.hie:t\; ,. The .'Battle . ot' Adobe Walls began . at-. daylight~-

. :rune : 2?, l.8?4. An estimated 700 · .. Indians made ,the . attt;1.ok a­

-gainst less tban .two score. white .men.. M.ost o:f the Indians 

. V'le~~ killed ., or W0unde_d .and .mone : than f'i:fty .dead h.(!)rses we.I?e 

to,und on . the field. 35 ~he ov~l"'Wlq.elming def'eat _of the .Indians 

s~:v.eral q.ay.s :later. shoJ?k t~e . oo~idenc.e. of' the Com,anehe·:-iead-

1 ttl'l"'¥li-°•.the inedi~ine ·,mia,n~>,:- . ·;It_. wasBa:s the; ,r,e~ult :: of' -this ba:tt-le 

ilirm·igh t4e talse guidance ·ot tliel~ ·own. medicine man -·t11at ... 
/'-

j;,h~~:_ (tW).h~~:.~o~.~he·;· ... which ·h~~,i;~~~n;·:t~~.:.m~st :idef'iari-t'~:-brui~ · 
~{g_i:~_;:···.·: ./'- . ·,:'-·; _:\ :~ ,,;;.·:, . _, .. <_. _: ·_ ·<- . >..· ·. ·: ~. ·• ·_ .< ' . , ·:,_ ~- . ·.·. ' ~;.; . 

- ·· .· _ - ' ~owell, Seventeenth Annual Report, p. 201~ 

. ~~hG~~; _:~ ·;·sta.riaiir~. IIi~t~~y' '. 6?~oldaho~ ~ . ·r1;. pp. 
496-499. · ·-_ :.• : :· 
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of the· ·tribe, became submissive. Part of' the Quahada band 

surrendered at ·Fort Sill in April, 18'75; the remainder, num .... 

ber~ about four -hundred and f'.o:Llowing the .:leadership of . 

Quanah., surrendered .Tune 2, 18'75 ~ 36 . 

The m.ost ini"lu.ential Co~che di:Iring· 'these years af­

t -er·. the .. Oivil ··War . was ·· .Chier-;:Ten ~ Bears., whe wa~ a - prominent 

spekesman :f'or his · tribe in all councils until :his ·death . in 

];811.2. · .-Al the.ugh •chief.·· of', the , Yiamparika. band, b.tF spoke , fer 
a.11::·:tl;le: tribe a~ ,the . Medicine ·,Ledge -~council: :in _()ctobe~;.· 

I.867.~'l He -. spoke :t'or peace, ·but,. .~ccording-:,to (lomanche .-·cus­

t'em., he could net bind. any greup ,eu~side,_ his,,ew1F.band.. :· r,:It . 

is,,fer .this reason. .. that .many or the itr.eat'ies .''ivitht the.:'...CQ•~ · 

ehe :were·'.,not k:e].)t. • The·re were ·t00 many: sma:.1:1 --.;divisions \ and ·· 

bands, each headed by a ·.1eader ,.whom ·they, -- called ehier .. > 

· 0:f the -~thirteen· original· ·bands of' the Comanche :·tribe; · 

only (,five . .-.have. been .-known >to .·-exist.,:sinc.e the:. middle ··"o:t:· .the 

ninete.enth .·century, and, today, ·.in, the· tribe that nwnbens ~ 

ar.o.~d ·2.;-.000.; .:~4e ~,y.;ounger _ge~erati.on ;_1hana1y. •knowiitka't")ther.e 

· war,~Gsneh.:tdi-vi.:s'iens.. The Penateka. ( "Honey ·Eaters" )38 were 
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in Texas during the nineteenth century. The· :Ditsakana ~ . or 

Yampa,rika ("Ro0t Eaters," sometimes translated· "Root Diggers") 

occu,pie·d the extTeme . northern .parl· o;t the Comanche country. 

The. ·Koohtsoteka ( "Buffalo Eaters") roamed around the Cana~ 

dian ri veJ:" ·country~- 'l!he · Quahada ( 11Antelopes-~-.) ; :the most. 

outstanding .and warlike band,·· . .ii:ved-:>on the ~dg·e· :er the ,:tim­

ber country in easte.rn ·.Texas~ •i The .Nokoni ("Wanderers"); .• 

came ,to be kn.o'WB. .. as ·the ·Detsana.yaka: ;, (1'J3aq, Oamp-.ers," . st-ill 

e_o:nveying_ the , idea. ;of. ."wand~re~s't. in the sense· ~.-th.at 't:hey ---

did ~n0t f?;t .ay -in. :one _p1$.ce. J.ong enough'; to. erec~•.good camps)~·'· 

when -t ,he .. name, was taboo.ad; ac.c.or.ding,jto· -c.u.stom,·, ·e.:ft.er._:the : . 

death o:r · ~ ·.chie1' wh,o bore .the. 'Same' name. ~9:- The , .. NQlconi,::ban;.4, 

prel)linent .in. -~Fonti.er ,ra;~_cls_; se-~llll:l.-~Q. ·1>e r~~~ociated· with ,:the 

Q.~ag.a dj,vis:i;en.-,. 1-.~~oni,, •:a Q~da -.~.emanche,: ·was. .s~cll ~ 

do~n.at~ fig~e ~n lrl.E?. __ lt\;~_e_r -Y'~®-'ff.:~tl\~~: ..;}1,:is-;·~~aneh &:f: ~)%~ . 

"t-ei.:l!.e ._·i;·.$,"~~~n -;_r~te:rnecl ,:to. -a$: i:tib.~· ~Jle4,oiµ:;.'Qomru,1e.h~.-~~9. , :Hi:~-.­

son; Q~ap._]?:ar-~er ~ .~uc~eeji~d ~¥R ,a~,(C}t1,:et, :9..t ·.~Ae -Q.\W·~_ad;_a~ .. " 

IM!S:;t ,~~»t:,~l,ly;.~- h.e,--;~ .~! .. r~QQ~Zs~4~:li~,jt1':e.,.-::So.:ie_.-~~lli~~tr~~--;A].l 
- , 

~ --~9jl.~·2~-rt_~~."':a-r:.. 1-i,:i e.e.,,1:::n:,.:.1.t _:_v)d 1 ,;~~::''.:' -~. ··:;,:; -:-. :·1..:.'.' ,·:t·:.,~.r~1~ 

·,.-., ;;d_ <"!'• ~9irh~-~J~ii~rit'Jii~~~:Dtl;ofu\ff~i1t; i:J~Jl "·t~~; Jf11 
. nltn.te!r --e·gnsi'st ~ ----of'· tne·-· word•·-·tre1fter" · 1;0·-·wnrclf tlie · Idnd -crf' ·· ·· 
f'ood was ~-p:i;,e_:,~~~ec,\·., r~qQ~~-'~•, -~~~'.'i--~~~~--~.NCf:~,lt~~ ~qshQne;" 
Antn:t?-,f.:>pal:~gj_~:. ,?ap~~s~-.o~: tl}.e,_ 1~fi~~ lllf'~JMmk:,q;f:. Na.t.~~:<lfi.a.-
tqrz :.{;New York,- 1909) , Vol. II, Part II,' p~ 206.' -

46P~~ I. Wel~~ u·O¥nthia A.nzj. Parker," Chr@ni.e1e.s 
o:f Okl.ah0IIIB., ,xn (J'une, 1934), l.6~-1'1€l,♦.9 
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·._-- confinement on the res·ervati.on i ·:s· one of' development and 

.-·change :from the· -roviriefAvar-r'ior- :to \the ·-pea:ce-loving, sel:f­

sustainitig ci-tizen- who :1s 1·oyaJ. ,to his c·ountey• s ·govern.-

: ment. 

Q,uam:m Parker, 'the son . of · Gynthia (Ann ·Parker and 

r, ·Feta. iNok-oni, ' th~'- f~ou-s:·:.i:e"adeP .-:~ -•many- war', ~-t-ies;: and 

-,~ 'the last chief ·of •:the :cemanohe,' 'stands as a symbol ef' the 

"before and a:fter" picture in the history of the tribe. 
~ l • • \ • •' _' A - • • • :-- • '• .: _· T ~_:_:_ t :.. . .. ': ~<. .-- ·~ . '. 

Af'ter his surrender in 18?5, he used his inf'luence in be-·: .· .. _, .. _._ >:. -.·_ ,,·-~~- :~-.'-:~1: :.-·;·:;•":- ·. '·.: .... . :. ; -~- :-.. . · .... 

half' of' peace and ciwtzati~l;l: .. ~d urged his people to take 
:_.~· ~ ' / ~ :• . • .: • ,,.,,; j, •• - • I ;:,J.:. ~-

which still stands, a:t tb,~ __ rqgt,. _ .... of' the Wichita Mountains in 
:_;,.;__:~~ -~::~: t·-

Comanche County. H~---~Jt~~}!'!1, 1t;A~ :f~ly name or his white 
,.~ . . ~: • •- .... , ; t ' ·; . , . 

mother, Qi; whom b.~ .,wa~ ., v:~,fY,, l_)rp~<\.. . qyntll,i& ~ -.J:>~ker, as 
: ~ . . . ~ . . - ; ;:~ - ·... . . 

a girl of' nine y~~s ~ was -~~pJ;~d f;r:Qpi her home by the Q.ua-
- . . ... t . w •• l_..! ., • ~ 

hada Comanche band after an attack in 1836 on Parker's Fort~ 

a wooden barricade for the defense of' neighborhood f'amilies~41 

' . 
Many years later she was recaptured by the Texas Rangers. 

-:: · :·, Q.~ah, :as_ ,:far .as can. be asoe~ained, was the only chief' 

who was the sen of a chief'. The position was n<~t an inher-· 

ited one; but an honorary one ,designated to a warrior who 

I.eliis; 
p. 10~; 

41a-ames T·. DeShields? ~V!thia Anne --Parker (S~. 
Chas. B. Woodward Printing a~q. Book Mf'g. eo., 188~).~-
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had proved himselr a natural leader or his people and wor­

thy or the responsibility that the position held. 

He is buried in tl:,l~ .. JJQs1; Q~ Mission cemetery rour 

miles west or his home, beside -his mother, where every Mem­

orial Day the Indians gather with rlowers and flags to dec­

orate grav~s,'i in•@ -:,~la.b0i:at~ -;t~~MonJ· · . .A--:,mo:Q.~lJ.t:.E:lr~ctEt4: to . . . 

... .-.-.. . . · -~~-1 l -:· · \. (-:.~ ·i · .. ,,.: · .;.. ·_ ..... :-: ,_ .... -::~ . ..:· . ~- .... 
LAST CHIEF OF THE COMANCHES 

BORN 18ij2 

-·· .. - . - .. .. . ,._ . 

. , . 
.:-.,;,..i;z •!• 

·· t=.iv; .i_.~~-'- · · ·. t ··~·--~~:J. ,. ~, :;.!·~ .. ""f =i. . , .... ........ - ... 
:fl.Li.: ···:. -S f~:C. .. -~, _i\_, . .,~._. •• _~. ;_::;_ : J <_:-;j~:-~:~~:.1_/ • 1· ~ ~ • 
~,._ .. , •. ,-_.• • • . -•-. ~ . h ••f--.. , ••• • - .. • - •· - ••· • .... . ,.,. 

--------- _ .1r;- J .. -:: ·-; .. _?_.:~·1; ~ 



CHAVrER .I[I 

ECONOMY 

In dfseussin~r:th.e eoonamy.:.e-f' ·the Gomanche}~ I >shaJ.1·. 

·stress· t'l1e·· 11'1"e of the tr.-iibe ln the trad·itionary per1.od be­

'f'·0re 1,900. rather than -that o-:r thE3 present•.. What :is :wr-it:- .. : 

ten -o:r -the Indian· o-r yest·e:rd~y-.. :. is--baraJ.~ true :. of' <h.inl' todayl 

and will -be·· .less true o:r the Indian o:r tomorrow, but it is 

the past· -that is re'.fTect·ed .· in · the · orfil·-· l ·i,terature · to be -

t0und · toa.ay . : , · -· ·· · 

· ;, -:. · ; · The Cfoniailelie· were · efsseritial.ly.-nomad but'f'ru.o· hunters 

and -itot 'agrieulturists.1 .The" e~o~emy. o:f t -he tribe is so · 

cl:ose:Ly li-llked· -t 'e -the :buf':f'elo,·· f'rom>whi'eh :tood, shel:te-r.1 and 

t~I·oth1.tig: were·:. :oier:ivea.,:·.:that the.,.Ct>iuanehe·:-: are sometimes thought 

of as the ' ·"btif'.falo Indians:." 
•• ,·~ ;/ \ _.,.:.. .__, ,.::',, ;. "' : .L .. •~• • ~ r;•; • ,- • .~/ •:~'--~~ ••: •c~•• _; __ ,,:-:••.i • ·•,\•.: ~- • 

were"more-~ o~en Jth$1.:._·,not' g~ ve~neld.~ y .ithe:. haoits .0:f ... :the! migra-
.~~i~~::-:.~f .. ;,. .r·~~-~· .. : ·.~ .. ::..r ... :·.l•.:·; _1 ... i .;..·"" ; ~-~ .,~:4 1 ~ :~~::/1 .<..-,tdC•:.,."t . : . :;_I! .... ~ :' ,\ ~-: _. -· ~ .. 

-tory!E(i\:liimair~:<::taa~t ,ro'mned"" ~fi!om~. :noZ".t}i}~\to::- Js-otftJv. ~r..:.~lll .ea.st ,, cto wes;:~_,_;~~~~.~-~~\~· •::/:-:·~: ._.:,, ~-<\_. :. ·;:1 
~"-'._:, :·:,:•:· ~- :: .· ,"_' .. ~ .. -· ··.: -·i ._ . .-\' ... _ . . · "<:-
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manehe: He sometimes drove the buf'f'alo into traps. He al­

so has be.en known to approach them in bu.t'f'alo robes or the 

~kins Qf': _a ·. wolf for disguise. -Pra:irie fires.--set in a· ·e1r.:. 

fL~ _- were .u_s~d,. at times, . to enclose any desired galile. 3 , · 

R~t_ing expeditions-; under ordinary conditions, ,were 

~r;t~. twice a, _ _.,7~~-, _ J3pril}g-,:~d .f'e,;U:-.--· The ,one in the -f'al·l -was 

ip.9~~--import~t :tcp; ~e~~in.g ,food ·; to be stored · :ror the.· win- '• 

t~~_{ ,~ ~So~~i~r~'!--ot, .. 1;h~J ~riqe w~.;r;~ --~~ed- tQ control movements 

W..·,a _- ~¥ge. E::x:ped~1;i~~--~~~r -"s~oµts". ·JJ.ad- p~evhmsly located 

~.U~ _. .he:r;?.,~-£>1; , b~1;a],E>:-j\ -:,~- 0
• _. 

. _ ._ , ,-:0~ ~lq~ -iyi:p.Q+:,t,~c~ ,-;:bo .-;tlw ~-xi~t~n9e ' o:e,_._the -Coman~ 

<,he . was the _horse. •,This ~~, t .~9.; ' was : so linked Vii th .· .. ·~ . ~ ~ . . • : . -·.: . . . . . . . . 

~~~.---ti~~b~ th~t -•th~y- R-~ve ~t"ten ·:peen ~e$:erre.d .-to as :~h.o~s.e· 

Indians."4 lt. is dif'f'iQult to determine the date at which 

f -_ t •": .:, :· 3 -~ ... ~ ! ~ -~ -~ -.,_ ..... ~ ·t .;:_. ;; .. r.j ~ ~. c.:.t ~:. i:''?1 .f i ~!t 'it :-; ~t t-t- ,;j; ~~ \..·~,;·;. -: ./: :-~ :·· ~. r: ·;. •.• - ·-: --~.£~rtl~ · ·', ··- ' s:. G.' t'loollr'fo1i;·:'l'he Manners · and Customs of~ the Amer-
¾~~ -_~d~~S.;;~~9.ston:: ·--_ J~}~.e: ~~;:~.1¥.&4~l:.-,,~~:p .• ~ ,:ooZ~'1 .. _·, :<:-- ~ 

- ·--·4warr~n-• K~· ·Mo·oreh"ead· · ··The· "Afuerie'iltt"iiidian -fii. tliti - -
~ Tfuite'.d-~.St,a~_es;,-. l.850::-J.914,'jtrn9-9v;~➔---, Mas~.: · Andover Pr.e_ss·;~ 
1914), P•,-, 311~'•· ._, __ · ,.,_ ...:,_,___ ' . . 

::: :··. :_ f ·~\1: i.:.: :· .. {(~;!..: 
• • • ••· •••·• N •• -. - .,._ • • .,,._ .• •· ,...,...,. 

i';_ :·:~::(} 't ~;-~~-~ . :·_.;·:;; .~ . . -~.·: . :-- . 
- ·>? - .:"-' - •:~--~"'- .~ • • , ,. ·\ • 
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plains. • • 
5 

'.fhe .Coma.nohe of t~day give a similar ac~ount • . They_ . 
; 

say :the ani,maJ:, according, to .- tradi.tion, was .small, pQwert"ul:, 

l.ong-wilided; f -ast·, and agile. Som.e tribesm.en ~CQPIJ.t. _ s~.~J:!'•. 

ies .o~ capturing .these ho~ses f'rOIJ,t the. wild he~d.s .or t~e 

p.Iains · and ·mounta:ins·. .Three ·methods seem to _have J,.ee~ ~~~4-: 

laying a trap; which :- w~rs .a -sort .of . natura.J. .pit .9v.er wni·ch -.a~ ... 

bllnd of branehes • was placed; chasing them in1io, a . natural.· · ~ -

..-
been.:captured· and1,br.oken for use, chasing the wild. ·hor•~~a -'. 

uritil they·:wer.e ,·run..-d.Gffllj' ·and then lassoing th.em. · The .l.,as­

so :is a ~thong-· or uraw ·hide,, some -ten ,.or fit:t ·e.en yard.a in.. , 

length,, · twisted or braided,. with ,a noose fixed at ·-t.he encl, 

of- it. ~ ·· .~ 6 

The introduetiE>n oi:. t.Jie µ9rse r.~~qluti.on,i.z.ed. t~e .. 

moo,e,.1of l.1!.e far the: Indian,· ·and its u,.p'>rtan.c.~._:cannot J1e .. - . 

overestima:te4.·J :.-.wtt•out it~ as .P~well expla1.nJj,• ~~the _.CQman~he 

•s·.-a,, ttbal~~s:t-anet skqlke~;.:ili: ~ -t-~er-, • • ,.\ . ., :W!th~.tlle 

h~"se--~h~ "ffflsct~8lll5toried1;;b to·.: 'the-dari.Dg;:.-lnttta-1.o r-.. unter; ·.,. 

alrlif:tc . p~eure,:-;_tJl,;~a <siilgle ·,day enough· ·food to ::.am,ply,.·.,his 

r~t ~-torn.a:-:.y&ar:·, :~: 1:eu1ng·: .. ;h'im tree· ·to. '-sweep.t!. the"'"'p1a1ns.;.:>w! th 

his' ,mr 'ptirtfes~tt'I··' -fii-~a{q{tfon ' the ''"liorse jrevidea· ·more' ·'c'.t1il-
.',\\\ ~1.:~·~ ... ;.?." 1 --~t"'.: .. -: .... ;.it~1.f .;'.\· ...... ·_ ~-~- - ·:~:: · .. ; :-:-: ."'-:". :--~_ .. -_ .·'. _ . .:;_-: ~-;}·~-.., 

5~atlin, op. ~it.-,· II, p. 6th 
.. 6-... . iL~~-~- · . -~--~ :• 'L. i~: .~ · 

:tb-id~ 1 Pi 6ti• 
7 Powell,_ Se:v,eft.~em;h ·_Alul.WU. ReJ?~~, .. p. l.61 .• 
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venient- group mobility, and, as will be brought out later, 

created ·a ·gr~a-ter ·variety of interesting sports -and ··ga:me·s. 

From ·tb.e point of view of capital.- and wealth, the worth· of'-

. a warrior was nieas.ured by ·the number of -horses· •-in lii:~:f po's·. --

session.: - In trade·, t ·he horse was· or-ten used as a IIieditim · _ . · 

-o~ exchange when ·-the va·lue involved- was ·Jeomparat'i.:vely, high. 

On. ·the march,' ·in early t -imes1'before -t;:he:• oom±·ng -0-r ,the .:horse; 

-dog·s were··- utilized to pull·· what·e:ver ' baggage '-Was :not carnied 

011 ·the lhnnan baok-. An ·A-ishaped-- c·ontri van0ej '-e:fi• ideso·p:;t:l>~.d 

-by WLss1er;, :was made o-.f pt>les :upon which pa:O:ks were ·.piaeed. 

Tlie-rfe' were known- as travoi,s •· ;,ff-he ·sma:J:ler'. eri<V was hit:oned 

-to· the' badk or the· ,deg .... With :t-he_ .0ilitredu~tion of',. the:<horse~ 

a -larger- but -similar· ctfr:oofage· -via:s ·rormed by '-l>ilidj_ng :te·:pEfe·· 

pol.es- to the si~es· ··o:e- "bfte-.: saddie, and 1:ashing -th&- -pack -ef 

rolled-up~ tepeet-. ·at the back~8 Large units on the move were 

aecompallieo. ·1,y"·a -··band,, 'o~-. "·sold:fers" . .-tbat' ';~erved=·'~'s ·:pa:-1:i.'ee,~'~ 

. : •, Tluf weapons' ,of-· 'the Comariohe ':W'ere ·-'siinpl-Ef~:-;"· -Beslaes 

'-tJ!ei ~S· ~-that--'.:'tj:lfo:f .'..a_:equir_Sd; •,1fuGDf t.J!aft:ehs :;,.:;ta:ey- :iu'a~d ·~t;li~ '' 

~ ,bw ~"dJ~P<Sw &t<I -_:a :;i::atice~. '-1. il.'~e-~ows;twer.e~.:~~a:.e<t iii' 1 a~ 

lqtti'veri~• -': 'Fli\:f -118.ri:o"'e;,.,;hat was used while the Comanche was 

: mounted. -~n-- a-1l0:lfse!.was',::;sfflli'.ewnat,c-sh6r.'tt3~i,tban the.n:>he1 ,hs.t;d .. · -: , 

. ~~-. .{~ ~,~'{-:~l.~ .. C·:·, -~t~--,.-~. . yr:~~ . '.:1.- 'Gftl)~',H ~ :~_;il!.:,~-:t~:·""- ~: }~~:(~ ... ) 0

•
1 

· : --=. ~i\' . !,.~~>.; .. ;: ·r :.;._;_ _l -~-~:-; :~.~~- ~ 
: .. · _,,. ·--·" · ~Vissl~r, N0rth American Indians 2f. the Plains, 
-i,~- -#.52;:_: .,-- .... :~-~-.... :-·:~- < ·: ~·::~: ... '?! ~ -· ·;•:~.,._:~ -~ ~-;~~ ·?<-';-. #• ~~ w: -~ -}:r:~s.=-!? t ~t.,)t .. , :~ ........ 

-~ -.,~ ... _ ·: -~ =-~ : ,, . ,;·. . . ~. -
·~' ..... ·. :~ : .... . . ·- . . ,.. . . --. --~, , . .., ........ . 
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earlier. 

A methed rqr preserving m~a~ ·~or w:i,nter or Sl!lIDDler 

~~or~g~ ha~:.l<>i:ig be.en . in --µse, tha~ er drying it . in the ,S.llll~ 

A.-, ~h~9k· chunk, of steak is . out into a i_ long; ·. bread,, thin· slic,e . 

m,-µ~h -~s pn..~ ,w.01µ.d . pe~l- ~ - ~pple by. e11tting,,areund and around 

pµt . ~ing dir~~rtly to the,:_!i}Qre=:: iU.lilt~~d Q:C .:-;,e~ining, 0n:.:the,·: 

:11~f"aee. Thef:Je -siices ar~ :q:g.ng,-0-1_1 p~le~- o~ .racks out of----,- ~ 

:i;~ae~ at' ~he • .dogs, whie~, QEH~iq~s hqr~es:, were· :the t?-' only-c;. 

~S.~~€Jtiqat~d an:i,ma.J.s~ · . . ·Af1'eri_,1,.h~ m~t is ,t _lµ,01:Jghi.y ,,·d.ried~. 

i'ti i.Il'J8.Y: be · ~{}.ten- as . it ,is Wi.th1·sal.t and;_ grease; it .. ·m.ay be - .·· 

1?.0U~it ru;,.d served as :·.a · . .-~ .dish; or _;.it IJ18.Y be left . dry~"(n · 

pQlJD.d~d vq.-th. a st>one·Jm.tll it,'=-~s ·:Cine, and.tthen·-.season.ed 

with grease and. salt_. ·: .. 'fillisi:dried ,.meat.,; .,·=1"-o:r~:whi:ch· ·th~ Eng~ 

lish term.·-is _.pemmi-cani -was carried or .... storec;L.,in pa.rfiecb.e; 

bag-li~e holders of rawb.ide-:1-0 

]}O.r. · spQ9ns, , · b\l!ftlQ hqQ1"~ -. .;were 11~ad.· When the heo~s 

S:T.e pQiJ,.~d ·· :for .a -~lQ~ .t .im.e, tb,~ :top_· and ·1n~-ide ·: ¢~IJ1e .o.f.1" ~ ... 

!~-~~~ :,,t.])!e :,~1.-~~ ~~~~e~~; jl~ta.1..-Q. ;:4ici~:~"~:-¼e4 si.nt,o -:.~i-~ 
' 

%1\% f?.\VJ~~s't~-0:t\ ¥,~~il:~a(:Jrv~·~ ca.~ l~--$1:l~&:r§:ll<l:: .c~ntatners,., :.~ '.mle, 

~4.,n~ 1'.~ •~ .. "-t .~ekr~~,~P.-•:- :) · ~-: ,.. r :,:~ ·s _. •. , -·-: .. .; >~,· . ·:·1
.:-:-, . • ,·· r. ·1 ·.:' >:··. 

t~::. ;'_. ·1 , ,., :~r:~~,,l~~,:.:~~;_:,tb,~ ~~~ffll!t;.4~~-xJ.lA~_t .~,ag._ ,~~-~l>~~J.~ Cl!! -~~a.as·~ 

: :i.o~:~,~--- ·-Q:P S~l~' \'@.~. ~ .• :t _~p,e~ .- ·( '!~~~~-c~~~~-~~J .· o:f :,b~~-Qc sJo.n ~-,:· 

· lat·er· replaced oy .. cruivas. - "The "tepee; ·arr:rer1ng·-:rrom -'tlie · · 
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'dame-shaped wigwam or bark or mats, is a c~mical rramework 

of long slender poles covered with bark, skins, or ma.ts and 

wa.s used between the Mississippi · Riv.er, and ·the. R0eky Meun­

tai.D;_si ~l---.· At .the t-.~:p_,; where:· tihe, poles can .b.e . seen. :prot-ruding, 

:~~ :ertr?- -wing-sh.aped · ·protec.tor.s · to keep ·.,the · wind·- out·' or .. the 

:h"0:te at · the apex·. where -m.noke escapErs~-: ~- They -can·., be : regulated 

~\)y: the· outside. p©les to ,which·,, they ·are -:atta;ched_-. ; ·The ·fi~· · 

'ii-s ·.built•-·near: tb:e ·e.enter·, ' and, tlie -b'eds ·· o:r:-. bw:r-al.o: sk1n·· .are 

·pILaeed, ar0tmd.· the· si:des. on°·ttn:e > gr-0.\md •. · ·:. Many:· -tr.i:be s u:se a 

· ,t'l.':ipod · r0rma.,t ·ion o:f 1pol...e,s:~•t?!. :but-~ tAl.e Comanche ; 0
, ia:m.on:g:• a- :few'. 

ethers., ~use _ f'e"lil' main.1 poi.·es.. :: .. IDhe= .tepee is:• made,,'. .:•cared~ .f'or, 

and set up , by :the women:•_ of'<':, .,t ·he ct;:ribe._~ · ~-Near their" tepee·s..J' · 

;~e: .ereeted brush: shades ·an~l •,-a:o:bor..s·,:' made· bi---throwing, brall­

!ches ·01:. :trees -over--: a . f'ramework 0:f· poi.es. ~hey call.:.' ·this a 

-"'her · kee." 

·.Women :of.: the. t-ri:be woT-e: .. m,0re·:. clo-thing =·than:: the ·1:ll,0n. 

The garment, . made· ef'_· deer or~ el.k skins origina.ll.y;.i and' cl.0th 

later, -·was,, a '· s:impil,er; i., .o_nel"!"ptl:ec:e:: s1eevel.esscnb:ess., bottttd. at 

i1£b-e£i-.a1-s.t=x()Jv,•a ~!Tdi.eiJ l T-n,~}~\t~gamen.1t:: :r-0rd tlre2tnen. ~s:~a.>._ ... 
' ' 

: h~e-en:; cl.'out\-:..an:i 1~g c'G.:verihg.s 1e,~__. ~kin·s. · T.he:•.1'aot'~ weaa- : ~or 

lilt>-im:, :m.en ahtt;:.. w-om~n~· mts·~ >thEf: mi9c"c"ii's iu,:· wi:t-lr- -' -l eggin-s 'bts0::p11'a n'l ~ -
• . ... .......... ............ - . , n 4,,--,, ,. • •• ••••~• •••~ • -~ - ••-• - ••-- •• •~-- • • • • ,- ,,. , ,,. _ _ • •- •- •• o. , - .•- ._, ••-- • #' -- ~ . - • ,e...• ...-,, r-,,., ._,,_. • 

: textured: -skin and -soles of stirf rawhide. Attached to the 
: • ·.:~ :_;_,:~ ;;•••• l. \ · ~ ~~~• ,\ • . - . 

,. • ,'; • • , •. •"1• T ": ·, ' ·. ,c • i '\ •• :· ~-•;• 

11wtssl:er/· Indiails··'Gti.the {h s·~ ·~ P• 3('),3~ 

12w.is.sl.er ~ J!i ;_~~.,:.t ·J:ndiah1s ;; 0:~, ~ , Pl.a-ins·~ . :p. _ 35. 
, . 
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heel of a moccasinltits a fr:inge of -1.eather ·or the tail of 

'seni.e hairy animal~ 

Bef'ore the · introduction or 01otJi, ski·ns were -used 

· everywhere. The dressi-ng -of pelts•.:·-was,'· thus, an important 

industry, which was earri-ed ·en··"by the -women of': the · tribe.+-~ 

·.Soft· bags, thongs, the -uppers o:f ·m.oo.aasins.-; cradles~ and . 

garments were ·made ' -of ' the".:i>lia:b.Ie texture; . invol.ving an ·e:ta­

borate precess of· ·prepa:ratiett. · -Ra'Whide was, ·.u$.ed". for pa.r­

·fleche, shields, -·dishes~ :artnnS, soles o:f moccasins, and-
.. . . . . . 

·other artt_cles. Hide _ scrapers were, at differ ent time·s , 0:f 

bone, stone, and curved iron blades .with wooden handles . 

Face paint•, considered an improvement 1Ii their ap­

pearance, was general, the prevai],ing color being red. Ih 

his journal Gregg says, "With respect to dress and other 

ornaments, ••• the idea of the civilized world is reversed 

among the Indians. The f'air sex paint less than the men--

use fewer ornaments generally • ••• A mirror is his idol. 

~14 • . He is also rarely without his tweezers ••• • • 

,,.,, :These comments are still applicable to t.he . old-tim.e]."'.s . Sm~k­

_ing th.e .~lathing and bo(ly with "sage·, sweetgrass, and other 

aromatic plants was practiced."15 The nien pride themselve_s 

. '"••--.'"' _'. -:,,: '---:1~·-, i "•·. . 
. Ibid •. , P• 52. 

l4J~s~ah Gregg, .2P.· cit., P•: 329. 

15wissler ,, Indians af_ t~e JJ.. s., p. 303 . 
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with long tresses or braids that are sometimes lengthened 

with buckskin, buf'talo hair, or bright silk fashioned into 

a smooth "role." Even these minor customs show the vanity 

--·-·---... 

.. .•. . . .. 
that so often is attributed to the Comanche. 

In general, the Co~ch~, as well as the other tribes, 

in their struggle for existence, "acquired a store of know-
. : . . . ·, ... . . :. . 

ledge as to the kind of life necessary to live in this coun-

try- . . . • and, .. 
laid an economic 

.. , .. : . 
"\ . • .., J,. 

16Ib·d . . l. ·• ' 

. ' t J. . • . ... 

.. J• 

by ·experience·;· knowledge and achievement · 
,\. :. ·-: !' . . .• ,. 16' 

foundation ••• •" 

:· :·•: .. '· 

., •. • ... · ? • • •• 
• • ... • •• -1. •• • .. .. _ .. 

-- ' ..... . : 

· .. '. . 

•, ... •, 
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CHAPrER IV 

... . · .. ·; 
The leisure 0f tribal life in the earlier days af-

. • . . - . • . ;,- .. L- " 

forded participation in many games and sports, even among 
\ ,• -·. : : : .. ·,..-" ·-.\_,; ·.=: __ .. . ~ . ~i- '.. '··: · · . .:1· . 

the women. The contests were conducted among members of 
- . .. 

.... . -. ":,. -- .· --~~.: :_ , "\; . --i ~-~- ::: · 1 .•. ·- , - • -. : •• --•·1 ' ~- ~· '• 

·, one tribe or camp or in inter-tribal tournaments. It is 
.. .. .:. ... ·. ::,. 

surprising how many of these games are crude forms or games 

played today. 
·--··: , • .. ,. : ., ~ • - ~·· i_ :~ .. :.. .- ·-. :-•: 

Besides horse-racing and hunting, among the spo~s~ 
: · :. · ;: ··-.: ···· ~-:::_ • • :: / 1 ,. :.. •. -. -~ •• ::. ;._ ... . , 

arrow shooting was the most popular. The . target, about the 
. .. -. -~~=-.: ;._ / . -:·:~ . . ~ .- . __ ,. 

size of a brick, was placed at a distance of about one hun-
- . . ,.., -· ~ \ --~ ~ .. : . .. :·.' .; \-~ ,\ t: ; ;:' 

dred-fifty feet. Usually eight or nine took part in the ar-
-. ,.; =.;. _,. ; .: . ,__ . ~ ~-_; -~ :{ · : .:. : ( ;· -: ... ; ;;~ • . :·. 

row shooting contest. The archer who hit the target became 
.• .. ~-. . . .. .-~ :.. ~i.-.. ~- ::·. ..::.• : t:''-: . ·. ;~ .-:. - ~~·-~:t.; ~': , -_·-~·\:. 

owner of aJ...i the arrows shot at the target. An expert ar-
~ •. · .·} : .. ·- -~~B ~~ ---- .i ·_:\•r(;,.i,' ~t. ~tl=J l-}_;.~t.:._ _.,.r_:Jtt.t1 <:":: h:il~ i..:.f"i.t..~; -::.:.~.:...•.: !; ·~;c: ... :·i.Y·~i~J -•:;,:,·~ 
~ow shooter never had to ·worry about making his own arr0WS~ 
-i t.," 11t~~se.;.s., :-",;:·: (J\.t .. ~)1~ tx·J .. ~s 1~or ;..J ..l~~-~tf!.--~:~~- Vf.1:~~::-r: . .i} ·{.::~t; f5.;:··t.:;.~i:~--?:ti .;'"'.; .. ~:·• =~-
. ... Perhaps the roughest of all the sports is the stick 
:~ ,~ ·:::-1.~t.:..: .,.tJ; r:. ·· •f:-.~~:1 -~-:~ -:· c;~/ ~•.-!_ ~:;·:iA ~)1~:: n~'i.~": i::, L~~ ... f:r._.,:-:~~~ ~ () .. :, ,,._;·"'} .-
bal.l game, a combination of basketball, hockey, polo, and 

.~~-'·. °::.--~ .r· t.•.!J·p :_:\-. f~ .. ;:"I r:t"-t :·:~E; :J :~"~·t.0}. th1 .?'~- i.~ -__ ; 1
~ - :: ·~· --. :_:_r~; -~- --;t,1

1 
ft ~.,:;E\.i!-~i :~;;~·;::.¥.--, 

·footba.J.1-, played .. with as many as fifteen or twenty on ~ach 
.. ~~, .:: -:; :·.:.;. : _~·;:_;~ •. :!. }:·~· ,: ~-~:. -.-. ~_.-t.: tJ · :1:~··; . . ~:1. L::-_.r-::~l ::-;~. :.~ .~: .. -:i..~:·=.-:·:. /:...t:•~ --.. .~~ .-::-.. ~ ; -.-~ •.· ·: 
side. All the players carry two sticks about a yard in 

.. . : .. - -_. ;~L~ ', - _ :7.: ~- _.,,,_ .... - . . :.:_. -· · .. :..;·~--- ·:._:,:_: ,":.;- - .. ..._,·- ' _. _ .. , .. _ .. _~!~ ;::-.. -~.- ·:~ .: . . :.~·-- f_ .. --;._·~·.,,·; 
length. The -ends are cup-sh~ped to hold a small ball that 
.; __ , __ ~- --··:.~-: , ~ - -~-~-~:·.1·····:_"~~--,~:< .. .:;,i-':.\·,>::-.'">1:3,~v-1:;_ >, __ .·,,1-i...,_:-::< ... · :. ,.' ___ ~, -:::;;-;~:, , ;, •-lJ·:. _\·; >·_· ••. '" 
,..._,... .. ..,...._.,_, . _,._ ... . ,. -" ~" . .. - ~ . 
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is relayed by means of' these sticks :from one player to anoth­

er.· It is: surprising how :far the ba:lJ: can be thrown in this 

manner and how skilf'ul.l -the players . b·ec0me. in handling . the 

sticks. ·The · game is played on a rectangular ·f'iel,d two hun­

dred f'eet or longer in length~ Tke goals are· two si~~f'oot 

pol.es, placed two feet apart, ·.at . each end of the :field .. . · As 

in pol.o · the small ball . must pass bet¥ieen the poles., ·0ount·ing 

one-pdint. As th~re'. are · no ;r.n11e.¢· gov-erning f'oul· plays,- any­

thing ·t:8.Ii• 'happen and. usuall:yr· dc:res.·~. T-ripping•. and shovi~-and 

the use o·r ,sti-eks' . f'or -.cl:~bs are~ quite:.: common • . ffhe. player.s~--­

assemble on tlie ·r.1e-:nr, ·pa.intErd.: and dressed·.: to ·:suit ·.,t-he!r •. ewn 

taste 'and f'ancy~ · Whi1e the acUrig••.bf'ri•cial is -announcing the 

ganie'; : the- players ·· ga:thetc:. und'e1f :'thef'.r ' dwn goal, a.Iid·' pr0e,ee·d0
• to 

mil.T around, chanting in tlli:Vsoni · mheil the"' o:f.fiei:al :ca11s:·. 

t ·he teams to -the middle of' tlie t.te.ra. ·, · lin'.es ' thEmf up . f'ac:ing 

each otheii'., :and t ·hen ,:tosses· ,theJ·bnfil:.:fn ·their ·nridst.- · :The·,· 

acram.bte . .begins. When:1a · 'pJ:ayer:. gai:ns-~ ~osses.s;ion· of tn,e· 'ball, 

he: -sl:&ngs-4.t·.~awartldlis,.:goal~ ·whi3·ri3 ,!m.Uthe;r.- -wai,t.s.:t ·o:, rece.i'v.e,.r 

t:trf 11as·se-s 1-t-t.·~n,;:,- o-r..;(:ti1":ies1 .z.1'~r ,ru.QJcor.e:. • ,~ _fb~'Pr:e:det.erni:inad-­

som,·e- M ·sr:b(¼en.-t:rea'Ched ''l1Y ·on--e. s_ide·.,;· c.the>game ·is :over-_,< \· .. :.~.{ 

- -'·-•-.-: -·~! -;: :otfuer ·:l)o.ptll:ar ;gam.e5, ::i!nelude:1 toot-,rac'illg;,-:.:a hand, game 

or ~sticks-~ a ·iio'oi>·-game~ ·ana. ··a-haiiEi-bail game~ ·.Ac·cording·•·to 
;·.'L.-:'· ~;(~·~,: .-: ~-~~j . :-~-~·: .. : .. .-.. .. . : ~ <. :: :: ..... 

·Lowie, the hand game is still one 0:f the mos:t popular games 
~ ., · ~:;:~ ,:-,;>. ;~._-~ '.:~~'•l ·t.i" ._; ,_ i ·.• ~·: _ _ ,~-?~~~~::: •~r/.' •,~~-••·_•:_, :}:'.!~~~~~ .. :• :.:: 1}C;-j ;,{,•~\,~~:_,::-~~~ 

amcl>Iig :the·: fNGrt-herri. :$hoiiiJili~~:*~ .. wl;:tti Zihoiii.-¾lie ., ;~iiehe were 

1I.owie~ "The Northern Sheshone," ~- cit., p. 195;· 
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at 0ne time affiliated. 

The Comanche were long noted: as the "finest horse­

men ef the pLaim.s . and bore a re·put.ation tor dash and cour_-; 

age,.u2 Their sports, hunts, .and·. attacks· on the enemy·, in , 

which the horse was used, bear '0ut · .this·' stateme·nt. Horse­

-racing, in which; the wiru.rer.·.Of', each race took the colll]_)eti­

t0r' s horse, was a popula:r-. ·sport-.~3 .~he. small wild horses · 

that . had · be·en captured 'and· ~brought · ~crer:. control: made .:e~- -

.oei:lent race .horses.- · The ibi•e.e:d·,: wa:s devel.01;red ;·and tra:,ine.d, 

and · as late. as the early twenitiet}l: century many.: of the:· mem­

b'ers·, er:. ·t11,e tribe . :s.:till posses'S'f3d : ex-eeJ.lent .. race··_ hors:es. 

As·.' a child• I ,po.ss·essed. one . t.hat·."'·had:,been: used ;as . a race 

Iiorae and had pr.e•viously beilonge·d to -Mow'~wat,; · .. As . long -as 

i ·· had · tl1.e- horse, t-he· nese · of\ n<it; ether ,hers~ was .. all.lowed :te 

get. past his. Even in,. his.t age) he.t.•Ml.S . ~'d:tive ,~an,d· qsef'ul:. 1, 

~ hUlltiBg,-'.'.._sine.e \the: Cemanche, had lea.xil.ed the art 

of what· practically ·amounten-,. t ·o t.rick~·-riding, h'e mani:pu1ated 

lrls '. ara-ews '· in· an,. ,eq®ll:l,,y.::.~]dJll,~fali. · marwrA:r::, P (S0m.etime s shooting 

~d~>·-: 'Sm.ngi.-fig ·his:Vlioa:y:i 9-0WD/'!(ffi::,:p~t s!io:el with: his he·eL,,hang­

'1.,ng'..: over 'the:,:-.baek:,.i0,r,;· the/ ho:iise\t · :tih"e,. i,.i•.~ter·1. ~ 'st :hel.a/ ,1n: ·a-: eom-

: ;J :L·~: ' ... - ~ ·~ :.-·. ':.' --? ~-' : ·:·:._, .. ;t~ ... : ... ~ -;.J ~:· (•. :·.:, '. ~.. ·r.>~ ·_........,<·~ ·;~..(: -~'.'i. ~- ?.: -<(.. ~ ... . ~. ?;-t:- ~ '· ~ :' : · : r·-> , ..... ~ ·t : • : 

·. 2M:ooney, ~• cit., p. 1046 • . 
: •• • 8.,. • • ) - • • "'•· • " , .i -'- • ~ . c.•· · . ; '·· •·"· - ..... : . .... . ,, . . . •. 

. ;~~-F~ ·. :~;i!Y ~iti:-~:ti~~;i:hi?"~~~~he.s ·. {P'¼l~~~ 
·-i ~_:·. ~: , .. 1 ~. ~ --~--~:: ... S:d.~.;~ 0-. ;. -~ -~ ·)Ji:.-. :i!i ;:.~ 
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fortable position with the use o:r a hair halter braided in­

to the horse's :man.e. His . heel on the· back of the horse 

steadied him and aided in restoring .. him to his natural posi­

tion · or, in some instances •in changing to the oth~r· side o:r 

the horse. Prairie chickens, -as · well ·as the larger · irey, 

were often shot in this•-manner .• . ,.: .. 

-Th;is. f'eat was lear-ned;..anfi practiced by. every young-· 

man-.. -of-· the- tribe. . The Comanche adapted its use to engage­

ments in battle as well, -::falling ·to:, one side -Ot';:'the -.other 

·_to use the body o:r the hor·se ;f'<l>r ... prpte·otion trrom the enemy r 

·and st-ill preserving the:.., a.biiit-y to handle the bow and: ar..: 1 

row. Catlin· gives. one·:,01':. the best des-eription$ of· ~his-. 

t!stratagem of war" as he terms it. The illustration that 

accompanies ht-s .. discussi-0.n. is equally good, as well' as ac­

··curate~-4 The shield was also handled with dexterity~ Upon ~ ·' 

a1>pr.oaehd.ng ,,the.; en.emy· the·;rvnu-rior, aU'tnvs ,.the,,;,shiel.d. to::i hang 

:1n. front~ ·but, in a 1.:·sudden;,dasb-· to -. the..:.side· or:· in· :re:treat, 

b.e .•s-hii";ts'. -:it .:to ... the-r prO:-p'ei".:.1.-p'.l.aC:.e-!' 1'.'orit']>rotecti-on-.;· . · ::: :1 ~-L 

~orat:~fr.~b1~1'1Ie.1~omanc:b.e:;i~1throughi.,ta.miiy,-.and:.:tr~bal· a -s:s<ici'a:t;ion; 

. ,~:, · ;ao-quir.eµt a:~i.~ve 'o.f'~na~e'.j'°:...W ±-ey.e:r.~nt>.:'.0bed,ienee to. hitr~par­

;e_n~·s ·.::1:lllcb :O1der .. 1~~mbers~ e-.1'1 41is :tripe:; ~and a:-: primit~_:y.e :::.di:g~:- .. :i 

:ni;~y,.;~and.:~ ra.f'inemen'ti; that·: i:'s5.-hard, t0· de·s.Qri be.-:- :· Wi tJ.i the ehlld 

·:there -wa~f)- 'n<i ·npruiperfiig ana.··spoi11ng~. ·and. tne .. period. . of"Iii-
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fancy spent wrapped, to ·the · oradle board ••• protected the 

child and taught se1r reliance and patient waiting."5 

. Bal)ies . were . lac.~d Jnto oi;a~;I;,~~ .IIJaq.e .o'f ~es~ed skins 

strapped or fastened tetWQ narrQw bqard~ that -e.xtended-ab~ut 

eighteen., inohes above anq. "tp,ree ~~9he,~ ];>eJ.3~w the main pa.rt 

ot tp.e carr.i~:J..". . 1 -llis . · o~~M~ e91,1J.9. be wo~ · ~n, t~e . b~ck of ­

the . mother-, -.st~od liprigh~ agai.n~t· <3. ·wal+ or P0?1_;, , or _set 41. 

. . · ,. J;:n,_ 99~~'M)tioµ wj.~}1- th~\l,r, p~aQ1;.iQ~. of.. ~PPlfi~ ~P.:!'." 

p~~.:prj~t~;_ ~e .. :t;Q,- e)lJ..ldJ;~-9,, ""~d:g.l~s, an9- :t,1eiglJ._b0rlng . tribe~~ 
1. • • ~ • ' . . 

the. C~MBGl;l~ · ~~~ ;f;~g.s pJ.ea.s~e ,_, in,. na]ll.ing . hif3 : whlte fri~nds 

an~ ,~e,igl!bqr_s. · Thts:-.. s~~Ul.$ to ;be~. ~ .~u~tpm. •.. ~ ~ng -,~ll Pla.i.µs 

Indians-. .: . . . . , 

:·-,, · My : n.apie,; ··· i"Qr · exain:p).e., ·. ·m1·s:. 'Sei.ect.ed . by ·my : p~ent·s · · 

with th~ · aid .. or~ the ·Indianij. My:··.fathet\ bad be.en a Illi~rs ionary 

am.on.g;.1ihe -'lePJ.?.llohe ,fe>r. rae:Veral._ ye~e. pet'Qre. ,.cenye~s we;re 

)>r'9ught: iato the, eb.m-cJi. . Ar~1llld.,.: the q.at~ .ef' m;r .. birth, ·a 

. ~ .. b3;:J;h(l,1 ~ ~J>! lle~ ,( p:r~n.<:tmico.ef/Jl~rg!~ 'll~~- inJ. 
,; ..! 

• A\ , • . ) b llwh ·~r :.: ·•· ·-~~ _:t_;wa~i,\ i!;1$\,l;gia a1,m,~ -e~:L7':, :m,e:w,b~rs.;.,qf:,,u_i~ 11►. .Jlr~ · .:.· ~-Q ~ 

·: ,, · _: ~'3t:li~p:'t.d..ze~d,. ~•rfi:her⇒.~~ S.ignifyt.lng;-,, 48.\Vtl·-ot~ ;~ .ay-'! ~~~nt~9::··•:. 

~ppr~;pria.te:: .en'otlg}.\::i~ ::Je.sltn,a:te myi.b1rtk :a·in ithe; ·, approm.mate 

begfnu:ini~;.o:f 'tiie··l>o·st·'·iiaic--iisslon··ehurcii ·memliersliii>~·•-· .. ... 
.. .. ~ .-_·; }.(: ·:~ .. !·: ~ /':_ ... ·::.:.. ,. ;· ... .• ~ .· ' . .. ~ ·-~ ... ) -. 
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Naming a child, especially a boy, -is an important 

matter with :the Indian. · As soon as a distinctive event~or 

circumstance associated. with the ohild, or an assertion on 

his part- occurs., a ·name is given. .Any distinguishing mark 

of' behavior or appearance may also determine the choice ef' 

a -'-name. :That -name : is ~en ·given· ·oy:·./an , elderly .. tribesman. 

Then ·throughout the res·t -of' -the-bey's lif'e his name :ma:y ·be 

ebanged .as . o:t;ten a.s 0 a new· name . -se·em:s ' te· -be m.@re de•signative 

:tor ·.:trhat .indi;V,i-dual. · ~-These f.'interval:s 0are usual.Ly at sir' -­

years, .,tn.- ~do1escerice;, and ·'.:in adult lif'e. When he goes t0 

war and perrorms s.om.~ .me:t?itori<lu.s .deed, 1he most -assuredly:._, 

w:ins ,~a :· new name . :ot.::ihmior. 6 : -Girls :1a:re. ·seldom..--kn.own to ·ch~e 

t)le.~ na.mes, --not. even at_.marria:ge • .,7 , Most -0omanche ,are kind 

to. ,tfieir. cldl.dren; ·oruelty·:!t:o £hl,ldr-en···.J:s '.:'.Looke·d -upon with: 

oQnt~mpt • . Be,si-d.es the ,f'ather .and mother.., .t ·4ere :are .;the 

me.d,:isci:ne {Jlian.; , ·ct;he--):gra.ndf'&ther., ·~uncle;• and·, 014 ··members in 

the .tribe ~that ·make -up the group ot. insvructors un<lei:. whose 

d-i"J;,ec;td,on ::.,t<lle ,:ch:jj,_d· .~.i:s t ·o O'O]Jl'e; . to maturity. Each boy looked 

: f'Q~d t'.aa;he,:~ t."men !~he ,~ .t~l:~ ;:;be a igr~·a.t-.-:wan'-i-or ··and :· · 

· Ji-qnt:er. ~d:.fhe; .. :was;feagex -·:.t.o.,.J.'earn ~.em"Ms ~.-e:Iders the f:10r·e : · 

~d,kl!:frtes .of' }-Ms.~~epJ.:.e.,.,"q ;uHe ... o:.t-.ri.e.d te·. ll~~--~ ~t9- ,the ·-ideal 

-:;~ r"'~::_-;._(~d··::~: ... ·:.~ .. ....... -;~_) ... ! :· .. : -. ~r~--=.::·.:!_,: '.t-.. ; :-'~1•.'r-"~2.:.~:=: 'f~ ·': .. )_~··:·~ ·:, •.j. ·•::;•·~ -- •• ,_-~ .,. 

Salomon, .2.E.· cit., pp. 379-383. 
... · · .,. .... · 1 ·• • : :" · -:: - : . ; · · , 

~Wis~l~E; ~·.!! ~ .. i< -~~dians ~£ __ ·the .. Pla?-Us ;_ -~J;)_• ~-~---~-~-. ·;<.: .. 

~aqn, "lfhe Indian Child," ~ • . ill.; p. l.!51. 
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or manhood set berore him. · The •ideal embod.ies courage, am­

bition, ·endurance, brc1.vecy, generosity, nobieness or char­

a:cter.,. 1'-ideli ty-, honesty, • a~d ski1-l .. in . the hunt and war. 

BGys ·are taught bravery and are · ·trained ror the f"igh"t _at- a 

V:Efry -·earJ..y .. age. : Great .pride is taken in the maJ.e .chi1d ,·by ­

the entire· :tribef:bu'4 more ·:esp~·ctal1-y by -the -rathe.r .-who .. 

hopes ror· a bri1-1-·iant 1'utuxe -f'0x the;·.J.ad·. SGDietimes the 

pater.nal grandparents .adopt :...t4e f'-irst .born .if -.it. be .a b.0y-~: · ·· 

GirJ.:~ ··are .: :t.a'llght -to i;be p.at.±e,
0
nt , ,. virtuous.; obedient; fai'th­

:fu.1, Loyal., and. ::industrious. 

Ghil:d,ren .-.as :,young .as .'six years are ~:nv:i;ted t .o :join ,_ 

1;he :dances and .allowed :.t-o ent.er the .- inner · oircie.. EarJ..y.~ 

then_, they · le.am the "rhy;thm. and song or the dance. n 9 The 

children . :Learn .a ... ~ertaint;de@ree or co-QperatiQJil: by .pla~ . 

in:,groups, :i;omping, --cl..~i_ng , t:r~.es., -~• Th~ l;)oy·s 

were :f:mmish~d esp_eeia,.lly .:.eQU~:~ruc.teq. b0ws. and 8-it'~-Q\YS · •tQr 

p:Lay: i~ncl,; ·:•PP.ao.1,,iee ;· ··.&n<l ": ;t _he -;·girJ.~ ha,4 miU.i~t~e :'d<r?fl~ ~ ~~~e.J;.es ~ · 

t,ep.ee..s.., ,.~<l::Qt.h~::c;·,sWl,JU: 'tQJ:8$.; : -. ;".u,- :. ,._, ..:. :.· .::: :.'. y •. C ,, :\ •• • .]: 

: ~.t;.,:-re s Tcfflll-e·, Cl~c.he. e-hil-dnwasw-u~~b;1E.lli.s·.,~l&ee a.n4~~e.:L'!s 

, iu'.'.!tlle...;,;l)l".,~eue~ :;ctUl ;-,h~a,v-~~d~~i;u Qrn:8'),est~,. ~9.t. , J:!~~-~ ] ~~ss 

~~~n.;~19-:e~ -:~Jie ~o.gJJJ,}f"-e'1.i · ~1:m~nw;l\.::ib.i~ r•.gl'~i~ l '· a pl(;}~s~~-:t,::, 

in te.llqwship 1.w:i-Ph b:i~ J~~ffl!t~ll~ _;--,~sp~,iaµy ,wit.h --::\illt;1·,·m~IJ1p.~rs 

. ·or .. hls ·o,m taiiiily•: ·wn.fclf· In. tne ·tr·ibe-- wa:s ·a ··c1os·e1y ·Rn1t~·,un1t. 
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_ G-~eat importance _ is attaehed t~ the rirst. "kill" 

, or a yo_'U.l).g brave. Any adult who .first .. hears o.f"_, the event 

or disoeve:cs -j_;t -. by witnes~ing .it may· ... enter the . tepee. o-r , the 

boy's, :f;~ly to :take any article that . suit_s hi·s :fancy., even -. 

; ~hqugk_:-i'P.· b~ a . prized possessi0n such as· -a gif't ·1"rom.. a mem­

: ,ber . e_r-. -ano.t,heJ,"- tribe; or-, it---,may be an article of great in-

trinsi~ val.'1.~ . such as a c.eremonial. suit, blanket·; · or . sad:.. --

1 dle:.. If' the mothe.r of the b.oy_ r ·eaJ.iz·es t-he si:tuation early 

:"•.e~o~h-, :·· she,:1pl.aees the things -she. most··.eher·1·snes.:i n a :. se-

! cur~ hidi~-·.place. 

i:- , -When.·_gr.own.-to adolescence, _ a bey-' •s ·p1aee wasi-on the 

t~prai.rie pr. with his. :horse; and a ··.girl-~ s .-place wa:s around 

:! th~ tep,ee. and., -in the . oamp. 

•--·I1r· e.stablisb.ing a._' home er. ·:famil.y, -a --ma.n· w.;s· permit­

;- t~d te:;~ry as many women ·as,.he desired·,. but very· few had-· 

r .~1:e t~--three· ~:wives. · N~ktlaj;, . :.:the prev'1:ou:sly· ·:tn.eJilt1011ed , , · 

:. qhie:f',. :.r~~ined· fai:th:f'ul. ~o . one.1 his. white blue.~~yed~ .. -b:tond­

_n;hair~q.,:-;.Cyat""e.-. Ann•-. .?,~ker~ ';_. whom\·,he ,hoilored·c.:high3.y., 1 ~ 17,:.~A~ .l_ne · _ 
. 

7~~l~ y-~ ~ i:: ~r~nk~p'b :iJ:t9,dr ·.servan.1l$ were~;~1llq01.own ,·~~thet, a.rtstoora:~r: ; 

t-:t ·l:e ;.·$~J;·j•-)W'i~.si.er·:_· sa:ys, .. : cou1d mE3et::.the 0:-si tnation-:: anl.y by 

11.inerea8ing(~the:_.nJJqib~r di :,wi.ve.s:: a:n.d;;:,:regardingKthe·n .. :1ai,st -wire 

r-a:-s ;. the ,,.h~a.d~.:.~r-:the•.:f:amily:~and:.:tne·:.others.: as· .. ·suboDdinates;+l 

... -----------------------------------
-1-~~ll.mru;t_,: •"Qm,thi~ -Ann -~·P.arker," £!.• cit. , p_. 166. 

llwissler , N. A. Indians of'~ Plains~ pp . 86-8'7. 
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In some instances, captive boys were -used as servants; the 

captive girls, after they had grown to womanhood, were usual­

ly married to· some· tribesmen. Although the captives taken 

in ~revenge" raids were often tortured, many have experienced 

_such excellent treatment that aocoun.ts relat·e their ·su.bse.;;. 

qu.ent attachment to·· the t ·ril>e. - · .-

In gen.era1 there · was •virtue among the women, but~ 

a man' s wif'e · were ·untrue to him'; · he had · the right to d-i.s- -

~igure- the w0mru1.1 s face.~, to : make·· -her,.- hencef'orth, unat-tract i ve 

by slashing her nose, her: ear·s, or by mut·ilating her tn··-St>m,e,:., 

other ·way. - An· odd ctistoin., reversing the . American: custom of' 

giving.'a girt to -new1y· weds, : is the one all·owing a sis-ter'-· , .. 

in-law or br0ther-in-la.w te take·- anything- belonging to the ' 

c·ouple, such -as a horse, b1anket, saadie, b'ow and 'quiver, ·. or 

some · other arti:ole of real value, as a souvenir·. ·These : we-re 
highly prized "takes-.1t ·A- y6Ullg·"ma.ti and: womtill ··enjoy··a period 

. . , , .. . . . • . , ·. . , . • . I 

of ·courtship bel"ore marriage; · the "marriage" being" nothing .-

int>re . than a; mutuai · agreeme'ri.t ·bett,ieen the _, eou:p1~ and:>" the 'girl• s 

rt;!~t ive s~;•'.:>fii-:Vo1. vi'ilg · ne -fo'rmai,. ceretiiolfy·,., oi-···: pti.bl.'iei ty-i , Gi9e~g, 

hbv/e~er;>" r 'eport's<.-mariia.ge-· ·· f'ea.st;s : aird·\. danees·: ill· the· ·eat<'ly•·:c<:·i­

¥-liik~Efenth eent·ury~ l~.; . C·h-f:la. -inar:riiag'Efir·'ai"e > unknown, a girl. 

o:ften playing wiith· her dells and othe_r·.!~children-until.--' eight-

·. :- .;_•_ .. 

. t~l!egg,; 0p • . cit-. ~ p ·. _ '34~-• -~· ~:.:_ .... . 
· -; · ( .: - : · --J.1 ! ~- ': : - : .- . .. . } · · · ·. i_; -- ,! • : ,· 

- . - .: . .: : · .: - ....... ··- ... . ' .. - \ ... 
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een. The usual marriag~ a,ge was ~ .0:wid twenty-one. ·':c-he 

brid.egroom often takes :the .briq.~ . oµ .. the ,~rpa,th with him; . 

~hat trip probabl,.y corre.sponds t _o _th;e wri.;ite ~' s honey-

moon. 

J"ust _.as tlJ;e C_omanche lacked political organization~ 

they, a.ls<:>, are P.O.t knowp. to ,have-.muolr o;iviq or social Or'.- .-

· ganizat:Lon, hav:Lng -:few societies, lodg~ij, an9- _0rd,e1;s. One 

se.Gr.et· order .lm.9~- to- old;:;.timers . is. th.~ Biack Crow Lodg~•­

Ac.cordj,.ng to Bur:_;t~, .-an .q:rgap.j.z~:t_:i,op. )'.Q.8,Yi: ":q~r ~the-n~e. 

Qf soIQ.~ ,animal wb.os~ virt~~ o.r _psychic pqw,er,, i:f;; j.,n,corpo¾a-t~s .. nl~ 

·Bµr-i~. rites_:,: ,~ the ear],.y _qay_s, )Vere cruq~ but_ 

-s;i.m.p).e.-. •. Upon. th;e death ,o:f .tJi~ :m~~b.eri.,_op1 t!i:e .~;t'\:Lbe_., ~he .. ,.bo.~ 

·wa~ wrapped, .pla.c~d over -the · bJt91c· ,of :?- hQrse ; · ,aµd, ,tak~n .:to­

.ward the .mo:untalns that were,• ,:us~ly in, th,e~ vi:c,ini"t;y. Qf_ .a 

. Comanche vill.&ge •. . ,, Tvro . or t)lr·ee 1.n.eµ :u~p.1.tl,J,y _ae_(?.ompani.~d the 

bq_dy •. Arter 1:i,he _p:rqce.ssion had 1:;e:t:1<:>h~d_ a place pe.2;1:i t~Y up 

the ·.f!ide ~:r the mqµn}i~;i.n, OJ!e ot-. ·t4~:. n,.~n WO·u11. gi1;~ .,~ J~}£llal 

·:t?,!?.;_,_:b.t:µt •·: .. rJ.}i;:lIIl~."1:P:~l~ h~. W9tµd ),_oo,~. ~QAA~ Jpr--~ ~fl:~~i iS.>:J?en-

4'!la~ .. or.. -~~.@.,@r i,,ij;i~,·~~-fl;j_~he,,-:.P.<ildX; <iiYffl:~ ,.:~ql :P-e:- .-pi~~.~9.::-·: -~~P. 

r.:Y~~,-~O.~Yi •QAA5 be.En~.- ~,~W~~e~ :to,_, 1~~~,.:se-,].ec_~d -iui~-t 7- ~0:IlE:)!3 ,-:~e~e 

•:,~~J• 10~~ i _t,_. 1m:t~ .. ::i:~ ~~. :_q.~mple~.~i~-po,;t}R_~q_,. : ;.: ,' .. ,;. : :·· · · ,: :: 

._, ,.,~:. -~- .... _,.'.. \fo~~11.-.q~, t;:q,e , t:r::Lb~, _. ip m~.mwJJJg:,~, -e;u~-.. their-'ll.~~-~t,o: .!i. 

• ' . • • -· -t • - \ •• •• > . ; -~· . -= - - . : 'i"" : . : • • . •. . • ~-· ~ , . ';,. ., ' · - ·~ ~. : .• : • ' . 7 ~ . • • "t 

...... _· . 1~~--P;ui B~iin (.Natai'1e····c~t~is.l ~-··The' To.di~'~· 
l3.o.ek~· (.New. York:; ~ ;_1Ia:rper,- and·.Brptlters., ,1-QO?.~L,.-,•p_.,._. J,31.. ''- :· ~-
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shoulder length and dressed in drab-eol:ored garb. A f'amil·y 

deserted, moved; or. destroyed -the tepee in whieh a d'eath had 

oecurred. All personal -possessi0ns and articles which in any 

way had. been associated with the .,deceased were -destroyed; 

burne4, or buried. 

S0me ·of' ,these practioes are :. still adher.ed·, to . by. older 

members o:r the tribe, though. most o:r :.:them--are passing~ I:t' 

a · death ·is roreseen ... -and -the •·Oemanche is .,quite accurate in -· 

:r0ret-elling :it-.,;,t-luh pati'e.nt . is moved ·:f.r'om :the house .:te a , •: _ 

tent -in which to pass,:h:ts·-·1ast ·.hours .and ., to receive any last­

minute •-aid -:frem a medicine man. Aceording to the old custom, 

no souvenirs ·or .relios ·-"are kept·:; ~)n9t because -'evil-:;spirits are 

thought to inhabit thenr,. but . because :~no~'remind•er. 'io:t' their 

loss, t0 lwhich the tribe i-s keenly ,sen:.aitive,. is. desired. 

During · lamenting ··:and weepfun€F beside the ,.,.bi.er~: it is _a, mem­

b~r· -~:f. the .,mo.urning . :tamily ,that :;dries · the - teara::or a.:-•.syin­

pathizing' friend to ·- sh0w',:appr.e.ci:ation and:: te> 'ind.i9.ate ; the,: 

time to ,. cease ,-orybigj.,.:., ::Soonya:rter.~"'tihis \.:acticm·:-:aJ.:l:uil'eeping 

~his~ (:,•J.Wi--thin''·my7sm_~mow--ather:~ haf'e i.beJ~h mshyf;oe~asi:Ems>when 

wtily ,a:rt.tel~s.: er· ;vaitie fwere:::pliaeed.",.in.,.:·t11e , casket and · aboite 

th~i--box ~ to~;be,.;'buxi-ed) 'vWith~:;th~ tio~y·~--~--~,The :·meunt :sometimes~::-; 

was;·brought::.aJJnost ··to 'th~:'1Efve1;...:o:r ~-the ,: s1;1rfface ~ of·~the ground. 

- .Among'.· :the'se' articles we.r·e \ jewelary_,·' coins; :;buoks1dn- sui·ts : ·ar-· · 

ce~emonial costumes, saddles, quilts, ·and blankets. As a 
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final sacrificial gesture a f'riend ofien took the shawl or 

blanket from his back to be placed;·in the grave .. .. It seems 

that it .was .among the women that most of'. these ·sacrifices 

: were ma.de.- :The women are.· more demonstrative in material 

ways, -but .·the ·men -wee.p just as long and loudly; -both, . for­

.:-merly, cried:·until hoarseness,:deye];mped-~·- ,When , the women: 

Qould cry no longer, they slashed their arms and legs or 

pounded the.ir bodies,·with ,,stones·. · ,At '. tiin.es serious>wounds 

' ·were -.. thu~ i:n-fclicted-, , bringing ;muqh: __ ;s:uf'f"!ertng and; ·sometimes, 

:_.·<l,~ata·. __ , Many-•··.of- the::,_ol.der ,Indians bear StJ(:)X'S as · a result :.0f 

.@ .wrn.au,al ,:burial '·e'eremony, that could very well 

be termed . a .ic.elebration, was t the eµe .·that ·, involved.~the sec­

!~_ond -_.b~;a1~ E)ll December ¾, ·1910, of · Gynthia: :A.ml ·Parker~ .· ·: 

-mo:~_ller of the .<O.hief ._ .,T:he .body had."been exhWJle.d · fl;'.om. ·i :ts ,·, ·,. -,--

-'$rave, tn ,:~~-~~, -where i -t --)!~4 been.,.~_urie..d ... ~ter,_:her.-death · · · .. 

tl);ere • <:~~~ ,s\lC~_e,ss . . Qf'. ~-q~ll ~P,ar,ke~·•: ~-•ga:Lni•ng :·-permi.saion 

-,~:f~~•- ~1=\~ r~~~va.l. ,io1;_ -~~r -J>~~ ,-4:n t~Ae.r ,:,:fi-M.1t ,. sh(r: <l,0~9: l;),eJ :-t c.::-

. ;,:::t~~~J.l:i-,wi;i1iil t.1il@,i~ :,p,,~~p.l;e..'h :•e-J .. ~ Jt~.i~ llQ'~ Qnl-.y; f:.o~·elth~-'·._ ··. ··· 

_1~)ite15n~~'1{~~~ :·i&he,}~~Y-~~-n1r~~be,i _, . ..: A f..$.e&.s:t.-; ,:_wb.ich ,;~el.11ded ·:'• r 

).~ -/li~~i_;'. ~~D~~fi~ <~Uit~Ji;er.~A tt<i>.r 1.:!thE;f !oe.GJ\'$io.Ii.;:, . .o,and-ta :}W8.'5()D. 

··1oaa·••or _. a_ell-0ae1e·s ·· or·- &very· aescriiitTon~ · was· --ruxiiishea.·· ei ,. 
·.1th.~: chi.~~ l.:f.~1:\ '.t.~e ~,-~ t.~~~-~~a.G~di:afJfktie' ~t,.i t;sf ·t,Jt ;s_ 
·sion. 
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The dances of' the Comanche;- like those of'· the .North 

.Ameriean Indians in general, .impress one as being · "clean, 

Beautiful~ drama~io, .interpr~t-ive~ rhytbmio exercise.n11 

Usually aeoempanied by drummtng or musie, the danees ·were 

of'ten a part · of .special eeremoni-es. For that reason,·---ori­

ginally ~ the -three .. (.music f ' d~e.e~., · cer.emonies} wer.e ·insepar­

able. 

Among -the-most . common <lane.es .of' :the tribe ar.e the 

Ylar .. Dance, ·erow Dance, Gi:Pt •,-D.ailce, ,·sun,~-»~c·e; · Bu.rr.a:lQ :·Dance; 

Fort-y.~Nine ,.Danee, .. Ro.und ,~oe,,·--and rrwe....st.~p • .. They. ·.toek lit.­

tie · ,part in the 0&ho,~ ·. Dance th.at sweJ.)t· ·:through :·many ·:tribes 1 ·;_ 

in ·. the nineteenth ·eentu±y. i;5 .• ; ~. 

The dances .:,or ····the · tribe; especiallj: :.t11e Round ·and . 

Two..;.ste1r,. whiolf,. a:re rsoeHU ratliers: .. than ceremonial, in .,. nature~ 

empley a '1'hytbmic ·beli.ding • of ·the .Jmees. They -are.·-aocompani-ed 

by · tb'.e drUilim.ilig '.c;dt.tch -l>egins:':.i'a ·:.ra.pid ~hytbmic · ·beatst.,that 

f'inal.ly drone -away into -regula,:r *'. -heavily-aeoented. ones~.cWld 

then-.:end .. ,wi:th -th~ ·.:unevEJn:.: notsyv-.. .-beats:~again-. ,, The War Dance 

ited t a:.nt:,ieqwxe ,~nlmble::~·a.nkle and · -tee·:· act·ion -:-accompanied :·,by 

l"hnmaic ?:mo:mm.ent.s',-,:6~J1the entire :~.bo<ly, inciud1.tig;':_tJ!e·-._ a.rm..$.~•:,( · 
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During the years, "so.cial dances increased -in f'avor ·and with 

the passing or the o·ld- religion the ceremonies .waned.~16 . 

· ~:ll:e Round :Danc.e , · a typical .. ~_ :simple-,., .&nd .--very p.opu­

lar dance is enjoyed by ,tb,e child ·as .well as the adul.t~ 

ForJ!ling a circle., the dance.rs face,-t.b.e cent.er and move te 

the ·le:f't:· with a· =-rhythmic stepping .. to the. ·.-·side,- the •-r.ight,. · 

f'oot .:f'oll.owing the lef't. Of'ten an inner circle is formed 

f'or the yeunger ·members o~, the .. trib.e.. -For ~riationi .-the ·\ 

dancers ·sonie~jme_s .. move toward. ;the;,center:, w:h.Ue.. ' the. ge.ner.al 

mov.ement'. :;ts,·-to~·.t~e. :·1 .eft:~ , .. gradruuly ci.osing;dn· ;until the. dan"'!!, 

c·ers are ... ·in ··close ··ql;U!rters-:r ,then t.he, ;movement: .rever.se:s,:.untilb 

they gain. their :0r.i-gina:Ji .circl'e·'·Or ioi:irel:es; -.. i. L ,.'- . ~- ,, .. ··:,;<-. . 

The Two-!-st:e;p: c.eyn be ;dan<Jed:-·by, -o.oupl:es::.-.in ~a , ,cir..c-1:e·; 

each qoup1e facing,, the· o.ne in.\ front o:r him·.'.· ·. This· •1lanoe·-i-, ~- , -~ 

though .not e.s:pec'iaJ.1.y, :,·spirited, is .a·-:beautif'ul;·, one::.to·~vre:.tch. 

'Dhe " .. step i.is vseniewhat -;,more: :e:GIIlpli:cated- t}J.an. the )Round· .nanc,e; 

but· many ..:chil.dr-en~·,deil..igb.t ··1.n -p~iei:pati,n~t1·:i.n ,·d:ts-·:lllovementw-,, · 

and are. Q:et.en be,tt·e~ t,hari.-::t·h:e ·:01.~er. dm:ic:er.s~, L·. ~ .. ;,_ !}T:".'i. i ; ;-;;_-:: 

-t.b.i i-:: :.:-'•' :~e:,,:Blf:6f.ialo r;Da'i:);ee, iWS:-s-1:;:xtsed a;s.' a:<mean~ d:f; ·bn:4-ngillg 

tlie: jbuf'.f.al-o, me.rds 'near~~,.: ,:, ·An: atune_xpec:t.ed; i:bu1":fffit.o: ;m:igrat ~n.. t- : .! 

1'eaves , tlie· Indian witholit>roo"d..,-.:sto~.ed·. :.\',Nett t~slliD-g.:"to "\vlM!sk· . 

1iun:ts :that· ·rE:iqfil:.'.rved. passage through another tribe ; the tribe 

arranges ,-a :buf..fal.o'· ;-dane~:\tha:t··~~wfla.-·:pr·on'de the -magic•' power-":· 

16h..e~sm9r.e~·~ -~.ffi-." i-~it,.>, ;:~~•· !&,2:·. -~t:.~ ':·, ,, 
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of . drawing the animal back to the vicinity. As Eastman de-:­

scribes the dane.e, _ea.eh. participant uses .the mask ef'_,a bur~, 

fal.o head 7 dancing day, and night: un.tµ exhausted. Weary 

dancers sink o~ all fours; a bow· is·:drawn. faking a kill; ·and 

the weary .one "slain" is carried-off-. · Af:ter he has bee~· 

"skinp.edn · the .. mask goes· on·::·the head ef another danceri-,who 

ta.lees his ·place)·! · · -:~: 

· The Gif't.,. Danoe. ha:s;.·.been.::exp1aine·p.··.by a · Gomanche··. in­

the:. following manner: 'l'he~' Indians are a'fvery, f'rien9,ly .,and1-

appreciative· p~opl.e. When:..~they_; onee·:.'. become-!-attach~d t<ii'.some­

one; theil.'· friendship is satd·?to ... last f'orever~ • The· Comanche 

expressed this ,;t'riendship.- in what1:~hey cail.led•-Gi:tt Dances~ ·- . 

If' -they became ::friendly- .'with :the members of· anoth_er tribe; -

they gave:' a Gitt ~Danc·e . in,:ihonor af'.''_ that-;:tribe·;; .-.-The e~ended 

invitation impli.ed. (as --al:L.Plains Indians, knew:) the;.: faot 

that· girts -. vrorud:::•be •.• presented to . them, upan··· their a.rri val.-~- . ... 

The big d8.ll'ce iasj;ed· for three or · f'~ur~ days, , as,.. most ,o-£ .. them 

de~ " In general; the various tribes believed in returning 

this hospl.tality>ii-:,. .. o~he~s.~tempted~uot eourse.:;·.E~to'!-exee~d;:, ;.-, 

tlie:irc.r omnijr.~ l,.oid;s,.; in .. , genero·s½ty;-~mueh;:- as:-:.host·e s se-st ill lVh!.~~ 

soeiet ·y ··do..--today.----lt . fim.es .they"ga~e-·away· their ·most· ·vaiu:.. 
· .. ~\:.}:..·.f:'. t 1j,.,•;,:.) :)~;. . "" .. ·:--·[ .... -:'~?~~-. .. :5;-;/-. -

able posse~sions. · ..,., · .. · , 
, ... '.:.~:. ·• -~~-·-.-: .! ; .. !_;-: .... c~.1.'.~ :· .. •:...'-. .·: ... -

• . The .-.GomatichE[~ ~QQ..~-;v,e~-- _µ'!! tl~:-·p~t-.:-Jrr:-~4e ~J~UJ!..•_~ce. 
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The dance was t .he tribal ceremony of the neighboring Kiowa 

tribe·; but othe.r. .Tndians f:riendly to. this tribe., among them 

the Cheyenne and, G_0I11B.Rche·~ gene:rauy·-att·ended .· " .te watch' 

the prb'ceed.ings :and ·t-0 sit in· council with .. the · Kiowa,'!ia._. 

for. -the cer.emony ,:Of: ; the.-:s .un dance . . had come .tQ: hav~ a : -s0cial 

and, ,p:Oiit'ica:J.· signifiea.nee "to many_,:of, the. ·PJ.tl'i,ns · .t-ribes."·" 

Dances ,originally-lasted 'over a period. ·t>f · ten days 

or several .,ve~.ks, depending· upon · the0 purp.os.e ~f t-b.e . ·.test•i~~ 

·ities 'with wtii'oh:- they.:·-w~r,e.,.,o.o.nneo.ted-.i:·. The ·e.~rem.ony;-.,:for; ;~fl~:,. 

,war .. dap.c.e ·. origi-nate.d .1,.thnough:-t.he:·. i-nvi:tati9n . pf'. any· ~rH>~s­

·ma,n· .wlro· had. s.u.rfered· ~an· injustice -at..:,.the .lw.nds' ;,,of:· .t.bEt e~~my 

. whi 9"h) he~ though~:-- e:ai.1'e4 ~tor:: .r .ez:v.e-pge. ~-_: '.l'li~ vtu-i'9'1S wmt, .. d.~n~~es 

.were. ,f'o~ -the ,p'urpos_,e pf 0 se:.cQrin'g ,'.v.0lun.te:er~.--and ct -,~l"01.1Sing 

·the· ;fervid · ex.ci.t:ement ,~ >,dE:fS•i.r~-, r;a,.nd ·d.et.ermina:\d:Qn, '.:t:O go_ ,o_p, 

:the :warpath. _: . . When, tb:e•-·lee.ader ·of' -the ceremonj;~~-.-.d~o,ided>; ,., 

,_that:· the:- t :ime. -f~r:1:,_ae;tl:.on had arrived, he caused the dancing 

to cease .and p~epar_B.'t:io~s-:-J:,or ,going en the ·.warpath -:prooe,Eld~; 

• c, · , s·:-, ,, .... ,. :ffl::he·,;--"""'A'lffl~ ~~4n10--:-A,;e.,.,·....,...;S-.~..,_ snnoe,..·"-e•a-,. :f- .n,!L:,e·-• .n i ;ace 
, ~....._.. .:..c.,•..-'--.1·- · ..; ~ ,t,,u~ -~""-Q-l.C~ ... v~~.1,11,,: •~ -~ ~~QJ .~ "-'f.~ ... _..,..,,. "l'~ . -. 'J:"'.J..i, .,~ . ~ 

' 
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the peyot.e having been brought into the tribe at about ·the 

m.iddJ:e. ·of th'e ·ninet.eentll -·century f'rem Mexi.eo. . . The peyote, 

the dried ·f'1ower.ing:-.-top:• of -the peyote· cactus pl.ant, is=-f'rom 

one inch. to ·an. inch and a ·half in diameter, one-:rourthof' 

an inch_in thickness.,-. ,with ·a :·oonvex under-surf'ace. These 

brownish.' b.uttons• :ar,e :eaten. °Qy· the ·participatirig-men- of' .the 

tribe during the specia1 ritua.J.s that· .proceed wit-hin the 

ce.remonial.:· tepee·. ·The -e1"f eet .. .of' . the , 11ey:ote ; -is- minor- tmtl1. · . 

s ·ev:enal ha..ve.···bee-n ~aten; . :then/ they ;say~ -it•,.givt3·s ,.:.them vf.,ston; 

~dom; :ap.d,. an· :aibiLity ·to: understand ·t ::ae ., co.ur·se tha:t-.the·- · i •-•.• 

.n.spir:it~/ t .ell:s them $o;.,rollowl4 Dqct'ors · ·an.a S<lientists have'· 

di~gp.0sed;_. the:, pey.ot"e· · ·as,ra : ha.li'nf'-.uJ. drug. 2·0 . T.o : t-he (ifomanche~-. 

p .er];lap·s:,-: ,the· .. e:f.f'eot / : itJ not . seri0l1s, · is· s·imil.ar to · that ·· .- · 

whieh they . exp~ri:ence ,in t.heir: dreams on t1l,e,: riiounta'i:11 top. 

T,he Comanc:he.,.pey0te bird .is·. said· to -be the "sim-eag1e1.1 .. just 

under the :r.i'sibgJ ~un~~~ ·. · · ;·• .· ·. 

The :.on1..y·; musi0a.I1 .i ·nstrument:s · known to-· havt::f .. •been used 

by the~-'t~bet .83i"O~~h&:) drWJl!:'.e.n.di-~t:r:,n~~e. i, .!fh~,: f'luie'f .i.a Stang 
::·v ;.: ~-; t .;; ,;r.~.: ... t, ~...'~J../~i.t.i:.tl1.y 1 ?:.;: .. :.1 .... : • • ::·1.::~_ ·,_ :~-. • ·;.. · •1~\ ~..,~)r ;,,i ~; :~ ~-:. t 

: slendern1.nis:tnm.entr;~_~h:a.ltJ wgs:.1.p1.a.y:ed~, ili:'~a ,.i.p()sition fr~m. 't-he 

' . ~~:~ ~-:~ ~,~~01-~ i ~;~~-ql~ . :~~:~:-~:- \~;-'l ~~~'.,~;::-~~<~~~-,~- 1 

: ,~::: ~',')_~ . _}n .. :.::!·: .-_~ ;, L 

. f ' 1:d, ~) 2~. ;.,R.9~rt\J!:.~. r.~--·1Newl)e-z-::f··~: ~Peyot~,-I!. under , ttfe·· 
dire§~~i$tll pfx.:flffl;rl.f;,$ -~ <l.b~fi}./j S~~. , ·s~ton~~r -ail.{~bridg~~·:: :.v­

. eompUQ.t10••iJti°'~J tlil~.~~f-il~~i-,o:t\ ;;plun.Eureau a.£ .. ; #i6.!an Af'i'a1.ra 

. J ~~~~~~~~~ ,.9.~ .ah) ... ~ ..,t _. ___ QA:f.._+.Q~.YQ. J;P,g,i§,.,n,_ ,S.9.l;lP-Ql :Printing oo~·-· 
l')a.n,meat,, _. 192~ • , , -,2::,\i(H_:,{\ ~ :,i ., •. :J:! ~ ~~"Li ,. -. _ }; • :. _-, •i. ;5 • • 

: _ ,..}iiestan LaBarre-, "Th~ Peyote . CUl.t," Yale UE.i.ver-
: sity· Pa~l1ze.at---.i~a,. in,:An1ihroj$1>l.pgy:~(~ Ruiib~r 19 -(New Haven: 
. Yale lJn.iYersity Press.; l.938, , pp. 45-53.' 
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mouth d0wnward, was made of very light wood, probably wil­

low, hollowed with the openings necessary to play it. The 

bugle, it is said; was often used to signal the time for an 

attack when the tribe was on the warpath, but it was most 

generally used in triba.l.. ritu.al~t., . · .. 

Having taken little part in the Ghost Dance, that 
-~ · ·t , ,. ~ •c •• 

seems to have produced·· many songs am.o~- other tribes, . the 
. .. 

CoW3.nohe llave vecy few traditional songs. Most of the songs 
• : • '::.· -~# - -~ ·.-_.. ~ - • • • - . .. • ' 

that accompany the drumming for any dance are chants. The ..... 
·songs they do have are parti~·~ ,~r{~ pl~~sing f~~ the'ir "mar-

• •• . :.; •• - - -• • ~~t • . • \( , ·.,~;.' - -- ;·· : ,... ~ ·i v-..: . - · .• --~1-
t ial ring or soothing -so:ftne ss1' as the . oas~ . may be~ 22 There 

I . _, - ··~. ·: . ;-: ~-··· . ,. .-:, . -~' !)_ . ·_ . . . .. · ·• 

is, perhaps~ a greater yariety of rel~ious songs tlian . pagan 
songs today' because many have ·b~en translated from the Eng-

.· . . :: ·1 ·t _ - .. · · . ;· : ... · . 
lish, retaining the old tune, and alm0st an equal number 

have been ·composed. . The . latter are·, .of course,. the more 

:eative .ii. q~J ity-:; b~th in melody and wor.ds~·· 
•• -1.· ':" t " I' ~ :.- . • \,J~- ~-.(". ~-. -:. .. . : . :, . -~-- : .. !~·(' ' 

. The0 radical dif':fere.n.oe, ~~ ' D~nsmore exp;ress'~s it;~ 

··bet~e~il-•:12h~-~~t~~ , r~~etl~~: ~i' 't)ie . in:~an .aiicil. ~ur -~ 
;,·:·~ £~i.il.':~ce ~~~.t.:..~liJj:'19.~~w.:,1_:+,y ~ ,$~.:- lln.~@.,'As~<l-A~OM.- l~~:;,a , 
, . ~eans of ,a9091J1P+,i~~ng <le.i"inite results. • .- • It wa~ 
~"f1u r_-,~µ~~~1 ~~ t-J.i9~~J~,ji;~9 ~Jo~.; iP.. s~~~ipg:.;:~.90.~ .. ~ ,-iJ:i, ,;,var,-_,, .- .·· 

~ and .the h~t:; and in every undertaking which the Jll~ieti 
} \' :-~~~a;);~~ffl,a.JJ ll'AY.9lldt ~a.~.:p~i- ~~- ~ ~J..~g;_¾tr$~!!?.~ •. ,.--!-: -~ ,, ... - .'J!~~ >, . 
·--····-··~~!f.,,1>~:!.~.1· -~ -w-~~-!~'r~~.t~.it:~-~,p~~li<!~.1!~;l5b.:~.1.1. ... d;~-~~-na11~u. as ,.0~ J.~ ,n 1a1.ue _spi.r .1:1s J.vr e.,_p. 



CHAPrERV 

ARTS AND GRAFrS 

.. 
Traditional Indian art, as Douglas and D'Harnoucourt 

. ~·. ., . • ., . , - ,.. t. I 

explain it, can best be considered as "folk art because it 
I•• •: 5:: •: . • • O O •• ' ~ ( t ~•• # O • 

is always and inextrieabiy part of all social economic and 
. :-, ., .. . 

•· .. .... . . • ,• ·, 

ceremonial activities of a given society. It creates within 
/•-· ;. 

a.oolleotively established scope of forms and patterns, and 
. '· 

always ·s~~v~~ a definite utilita.r'ian ~; ·~piritual purpose 

t.hat' is ~c~~pt.ed by th~ e~t~,~ -':•~~oup:Ui' 
·- . . ....... .. 

The Plains Indian, and that includes the Comanche~ 

drew the thing as he knew it and not as he saw it. Painting 
. ·- .· . 

what one sees as he sees it from a c·ertain point of view, 
r • •; ~ • 

.-,· ·bring·s perspective to the resultant picture. A horse at a 

distance·:•a;;-~ars smaJ 1 er than the on~ ;~~~er y~ur line of 
· ~~--~ ~)t·/ 1-:i-:.:::. ~:._. .:: ·::·~-5 __ =~: '½:e""::· De. - ·_r:~ 7,. :·. £lt.: . _ \:-; t. .: . t !:_t,~ r· ~:-~~ :: -~! Y..:.·.1. . 2 : 1 · •• ::-_ ~ 
rvision. The Ind!aii knows it is not smaller and prooeeas to 
if.l~r1.g~e :tc-:,..,~. ngt:r.~ 7 ! ~=· .-\.·.~.t~t,::--•·:~:;·:·~. 1:~t .. ~_;:-.~~:· ·f· . .. , '- b~:::t . ~-.: . .:r:J·i I) C.'":J:- f1:~f:/ , . • .; 1

.-:. • . · •. ·_t i --.. :.~. 
!repr oduce it as he knows it to be. All Indian paint1ng __ lacks 
~-h~"?~11 J:..:.i:•.}_iZ: ~ :':."'a":. ·}_,·· · •::.t..- .. :· .. .:.: ; ·=··~- .. ·:c~.-: .... ~ · · :/ .: .. ·,. ,_;_ ·: .. : .. : '. :.-:::-~; 
~-~i_~_P-i~~Jy~~-·-··~~i~ f.~-~~~_e __ }-~. ~~~ _·_]?~e_~~-~ -~;I-~ a~to~y_ic_8.:l.:,!,Y 

• ·-, .. ,.:,, .;- ... ,!..,:i'" .. ·: .. : ~ .. -.~ .. -. · ·~,V· .'i\ f l] ·.,-... ,-. ':' ._, .·._, ... -; ..,"'""':l i•: ~- .,. . .... .. . ~• l ~ . - .· 

::::~:-~ .• -;~. ·I, ·,.·-.1~dexic. :·ll-.,···n;~a:i"ane.:· R~~e:;n?~iQi~-~tirt.f ·Indian 
A.r:t.<,.ot· .. tn.e ffi11.1ted 'St,at:es{(Ne~:·r:t:cn-ici 5. ~iluseiiin.·-~af:]i0d.~rii. -;:Art ; 
µ .w~:::~53 .Street, 1941;), p. 1.2~ , · 

' - . . . 
~ 

r--·-·--· ·· 
~ 

... !; : -~ .: . . ~ ·'· ":·• _:· : 

l. 
~ .. 

• ' ,.i_, 

~?~ 
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-eJ"imina:te . atmospheric hazi-ness and bl.urr.~ The essential. 

parts that .. make,·up.;- the f'inishe·d wo:rk of' the Indian painter 

·are -clear, sharpl.y outl.ined, and bol.d, in exciting_, contrast­

ing· col.ors·. - The Comanche, as well as Iµdians in general., 

are born·'artist-s ,. , ; ·. . 

:, - In addi.t-ieii" te f'i·gures, d~s-igns and . symbols .have·,J.ong 

ibeen used in the .tribe·. ,· B.e'fore beads ·.were introduced, -all 

da'signin~f::was done. ·,with .. paint. :.Paints. o-f(' several colors,-> 

~ohi'ef'll.,y · redr were0 ma:de by ... mu;ing.)a ].j.'quid::,with soil·. :front. a 1 

,s.o:r-u :.- roelc oont.a:lning th~ pigment:. · In . some.-i.n:stanoes, the· pig­

ment or ·.plants.: was ·util.i-zed. -The art.icl.es·•tha:t ... usuaJ.-ly -.were 

d.ec·orated with the de.signs~ createa' w.ere·· many: ·-· bags i -bex-e:s ; 

;drums~ -moe~.a.~d:n13,f :S.bJrts;- leggings.:; · bµekskin suits~ shie1<ls;· 

:r.obes:* f'ans~ lano~s, l,>Qws~ - arrows, ;_ and· tepee_s ; .. · The Pl-a.ins 

il:ndians were·· quiel.i: to take up new elements, such as beads 

and meta.J:-,(,_~ie:h ; t-.he;·\~t&:; nian., iat·rS)duoed·~- . ,V{:ki].e fitting 

rt-hese- new ;ma,t :erial.s . int@>the~-old: de·signs ~ t -hey also . added 

neW\. J_l)att-el:11.s ..... :~ · ,'fhey.-.. b.egan::~depi-e"ting h0rses., ·a.ild~1 Ameri-oan, · 

~aagss; l.ongt ~<;>~~ :;~-~~" il themµJ:::~Y :b,:ti bes - us .. ~d-; pQrou~:in~:: q UU.,ls ~ 

[l>·~d-~!;q _ui-iws ; ·:;·and:J. bea.e:-s of.\: she:U ·b:e~o~. th~y•· ~sed ,})ead-8-;~-'i the 



r 

Comanche seems to have used paint ~xolusively for designing. 

Feathers-, shells, elk teeth, -tusks:, horns, and tails of fur­

bearing animals ar.·e used .. for deoorat.ions, but they .. .are . util-· 

ized for ornamentation rather -tha,n design. . ... · 

· The -Ooma.nche. has decorative designs. that can. ·he ~eo­

egnize·d as ·distinc:ti v.el.y--Goma.Ii:che ,-. -.but he .does -:not· attach-,so 

much s .ignif'icance .. to symbol-a in designs as do · -some··t>f the 

other ··tribes.- · :tt may be that-: the--white man has tri•ed to: .inter­

pret too much in them. 'Muoh·, · s 'eem.i.ng1y:, has been ··said ··!about 

symboli-sm --in Ind-ian llrt•-, but i:t •·ls ·orten -"di1'ri.oult -to· trace 

and is ·much· misundetstodd0• · •• : • Actually symbo1:'s were · and ·._ 

still are us·e·d in ·mo·st- Ill.di-an ci:v:i.1-izataons both· to• convey· 

abstract concepts and -to record' ·f'aet's. ~ . The l.atter. purpose 

has ·restiJ..ted -in ·picture· .w:r''iti.ng \Vhieh most ·c•ivilizations have 

at t ·imEis produoea ~ 

Among· 'the ·de-signs often ·-:rel:lD.d on Coman.:ohe ·a:rtic1es·· 

are the border-and.;.ho~glass· pattern;5 the· ·cress, · f'n· ·:thtf·'·f'a.rm 

o:r ~tiie ·weu·-:-ia1own or:ifek~erbss;, -1wn1eh·'mai s'fgiitfy ·•Mia· ·--r-our 
,il•,.._;c-?' ~"-- .::o· ·--.p;_ri,a..f-h, ~ 1a·~~ '•· .s:.'J:.-i..:~ ..r-..::..ro•·, .~ ''a:· ':n" d ·:;.;;uj,i •' -c' ' 'is ····s·•e· ·•a ·-:c.i-..~~ ... - t ''--1.1·0.LU'v~ • · .1. ·7:,u._,· 0 · ·;:::,o·,.' Vll~ ~ w· · Q ' • l:ino· · r._.,s 0..1.··:L "'""'' , · ae 
. . 

i ·lfgi..z~g-•::ana-· 1·1ihe~le:~11bt~--'.,zf~z-ag1~'~-i>he·.i}i~addi-ess'f · the·· thiind.e~-

b~.:..d ,;· '.tb:&'·~·oaetu:if ·t~~ower <~'·.ana:~ma'ii=i.7'i _(' ;:_.:_:!:.-'.~. ·:·, .. :,;, ·,. -., ' .·:: ·, :-"=<";:,_:;, \ -· 
XI."' ' . ., . 

· .,, ': ,.:- c~d~~~; ~~~--'rt~~~~~~~~~#;~·c·._;~~t,: l~-~~~-(:·J.~·+·. 1 4f_t?:~.:-~; : _(~:~·• 
:: ~- ·, ~:. '? _'.5John C~iel.d-Ewers., Plains Indian· Pa.inting (St~­

f _erd ~ni~~?;.~~ty ~---~~~~o~~,: )~~~rd University Press·; 
., ·959) p · · -~~~ .. §. · · · : · • {:. ~- ,.,, .• -~ • · . • " ..,., " .. ;.i.. . : , • .a.~. . ' . --·•$ ... 
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Feathers were used to make the Co~nche :feathered 

headdress and war -·bonnet.~ the shield, -rans, and many··other · 

articles. Feathers· from the bald =eagle were the mGst des.ir­

ed; but. :feathers- o:r the · turkey, prairie chick-en,- -and othei' :..: 

:r.ow1··.were .used. -A. -typical .:ran o:r :eeather used ,.for · the _pey~ 

ate sceremoniaJ.s ··had-:a bead.ed · hand·le ·and :'.measur.ed '·;about · tv~n­

ty.-o~e _, in~hes.-6 ·The shieLd, .,:t'r0m which several. .f'eathers 

dangled oil.·.the lower aro; ·-was made -,. from ·/ the · thick . skin-·or, :.--,. ·.~­

a..n . eJ;d·.~bur:ralo':s ,. neck· ,and was . :rashi·oned . int-o a ~eircul:ar-- '> :. · 

-sa.u.oer~l.ik:e . shape .and; .was 00ve.red-wit-h heavy · buckskin; ,f,t 

was -,about- ·::two :t"eet' in 'di:e.meter/1 The :feather of the golden 

eagle was _. ~-0t -·-used except in,. c0nnect ien with , special·'- :c•efe.;;, t, ·, .­

m©nie s ·and :the ·magic o:r. the medicine man~·- -~ rn .the · pr©ce~s 

of', :c1.rning .:t.he il-lie:ss,.of a . tribesman, tlie medicine '·man 

wieldeer?. _;_a fe.athe:t!! . of the goJ.den .eagle. -.·. ' 

:-<·:::· " .. :®,·:liteaa~l?.k~)·. there .;:seem.s to .be. --a special. technique 

that is ~e,d , by = the r-Co~ehe ,.a.nd to . some . ext~ent.·- ameng. ·t-4e · i.-. : 

.Raa.w.a ::and Jl~4<le . .:· .i. -:~,~s-wmea:,-~}e.er,em..on.ial::volij.e~ts ;· ~fo,0tw~~-~- . ,~= 1 

fb.a.:g:tit{~~ea, dja'<l~-e'tlB~icB.llci. ::,;c,r,adl:e'S ; t among;1..-s~her :-ob:Jee.tisJ. ,~~r.' 

=ar.e~rd.e;cora u~•'\?l}'r-.aftu.,sel.y ·:.wh~hv:baad.-war k ". -.' /The , ·UD:lls.tiai. ~amounti 



-----.. :. 

:bear . . out the reputation of the. Indian for :parental af'fection. 8 

The]!e appears to have been no weaving among .the ·~0-

=manche • .. Pottery was but .rarely made.. A . f'ew objects . suc.h as 

:the peace- pi:pe -were mad.e ·o:t; o.l.ay .. ·· The clay .procured· f'or the 

'.Comanche •pipe wa:s usually of· a -brownish re.d color .and -quite 

ibrittle.- Beadwork 'an buekskin --~apped and -stitched .around 

~the pipe formed .its most prominent ornamentation • 

. Elk t-eeth were· .used' ·mos.t· ·:extens:i-vely ·on the buoksk:l:n 

,s.lfits or the women; ·-s·ome of' ,:the-~gameiit:s utere ma:de to: be, al·­

;m.ost· ·.twice· their .eriginaJ.. weight ~a:rt.er -·ail.1. t}:le teeth e.E.d .. • 

:other:;_ornament~ were added. _ .. ·: . . 

.. ' 
, .· Appendages :around .the. necJ"k were ··.p.opular· in· the .~ribe • 

!Some of'· .these .\v:er.e smade·. of 'dr.i~d .wild .:ber:nies~ el:k .t-ee.th.r ­

.a.nd shells.. Shells were _aJ.so worn dangling from the ears; 

as Catlin .saw.-t ·hem. He a1so describes ··a: boar·' s .tusk,t .haii.- .. :• ,~,,-: 

. · Metal.., after: it ':was .:inta:o<l:{,\.ced- .by ,..the .whit.& man,- ;~s 

utiiiz•ed ,:;t:or .. vania.us :or.naim;;nta.t~n.~ :1re-urut qtt~nd.ants~-u~a~hed 
!):;~· ..:~.~--t~ ~~.f:. ...... ;:.i';:~_-:_._ ::i\) •. ' f.,::~~:r.<·}.,.,. ; ;·1::.- ~ .. FJ_;.:~:~\ -~.;- t. ... F~:<:: / .. :·, ,:· ~ ~~ · \. -.... :J. 

it@ _:tme.:fl)1:e11;0ed;_,r-eal:':\'~Gb:e wa·s·(::a~ 1f'a.Yar.ilt:&•:amo'ng) men/· .a,s, ,:well-. 'S:S 
~itJ.·;_ :. t....=·~ ! ·. ~- ,-;:.-:..:. --~•aj_ ·:_;~\ ~-·:: .. (.lv: ;'.: -·= r,J.:':) ·::. -:. ;::, }._/ ~ .. _:::· _ .. •r; --;;i · .. ~ •·-· 

:wom~~~-tf: :::A tEfarv.ed,,~e~_;· .o~4n.t. -~ ' trae.d d:0r ... hoidiing · a,_ man' s 
_.,\• I-. • • • •• ••, * > ••• •, • • . ~ -: ~ -,. ~ C • • "'• ... •• , ..,_.,. • , <!' .... ¥ - • • • . - ' • 

t.'., \ .... :..:•!.' : !_ • •• -~ ... .. .:· • • -.... ,"'. 5.,':. . . -4~ • ; .... :."' • .'• •• :..: ,· .. ~- -... :•:- :-- -~·:.. - ·..:•. · .,,;_. · 

br11:Li1b:J.t )se.S:Tf~l.-iike. ~•ie;~;~.:.~a.c.el:.e:bsf . rings.;;: :-and1)8.eit ·_···decar-
~- :·;r· ~-.: ,_:!: ' ,•') -~-.-·· :. : ... ,~ ·~' ~ !.l ·:: 1=:,;;:.l t;:'.:;l~:- · :_:-".. ·~~-3":~ !..: .. ·-.·_: . :·=-i·.·.~~ :: •! . . <.=:~(1 1 -~:,£-; 
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ations were also fashioned from metal. 

The peak of art in general, among the Indians, came 

in the nineteenth century, but reeently Indian arts and crafts 

of all types have received the attention of educators and the 

Government ( through the Depar,tment of the Interior) and a 

great revival of interest has been the result. Indian 
- .. , 

.•. - . 

schools, art departments of some of the leading universities, 
• I( ,. • ~ - - .. .. 

' . . . . . . 

and museums have accomplished much in attempting to preserve 

what has been done and to develop the field. Although Coman-

che children attend school in many scattered places, the Gov-
. ?.: ·,1 ! ~ •. :: ; _. •~ ~ ••• • M • o • • 

ernment Boarding School at Fort Sill in the oent·er of the 

CG~che area serves the_ tribe" ~:,·st directly. -. Thi·s year, 
• ; ,. : .:. : ·. ~ • '· ! 

1941, represents the seventieth anniversary of the founding 

of Fort Sill Indian School. 

The Comanche~ as well as all P3:dian tribes, have show.ti 

their ability to utilize many of the things modern ciiri.liza-
•. ~ .,. ' ·4 .. r ~~ ;, ~ • ·: .,, .. 

ti9.n b.1,;$ __ b.ro~t.. Att._Qpj.~l .-P~MQ.~ ~~i!~ gf_J ;ll.e.J:~io~ __ J?.~+.9:; · 

Th~ Ind-1:an· ·~~~d?: ·We? ~te: i.~ J~? lt~~{i~~.'.~~ ~l.iey:~V,~7 
_ ~,ire~ame $1:··e~ert;, np~s~r .ne tbl-ew ,away: .. Ms·· ,·age-'01..¢,s ._ . 
::.c>~hpons~9the bow and arrew~ -~a. matched the white man's 

skill ;~vith gun· and pistGl.; in the fiel.d of sports-­
games -~Jt'; :~eif&t;n:-·~o?'slm:fLT~·;;.tb.~ (r(a~i~ !3)11!,~J~~t · .wl:th ns 

, ~_.~shami:f •:b:t;:'efemp.!irl:"$en~ 'tlie1 \Whit_'e·-•ma.nJ."s ·· b.eads·~ the: -w0nian~- . · 
-,_;,, took, developed ·~ te.ehniqne and a.ri art distinctly. her 

own ~'!>.!1 no C~nl)?.et~tor 1n_.de~! g11; _ and. in the white man's . 
teehni· -u.e· .. 0r :so··· a:tutYu ' 'e : tliEf/ i:,.,.,.dian. has .made:r:h-i: ... .,,elf -· .. , ... q ,.. ;. ·,· •· ~ , . . -'-±~§".:.-.,.·-.;--- - ••~ '! ,,, a-· ·••''-_'_ . . .. , . . ·:•;:•· ~ 

,,a. oredita:bl:e 1.exponen.t· • . , .... ,· . , , .... ,. . · .;· . , . :·. .., - - . 



CHAPrER VI 

LORE 

It is diffieult to say just what folklore includes. 
···- .. . .. ,"'.:-: . 

Linked as it is to history, cultural anthropology, ethnol­

ogy, and liter~t~e, ~; -~ .is -~~~~- is bro~i ~- Mr. Go~e1 ~~; · 
i., \. :: 

divided the subjects that constitute folklore into four 
t. ,. ' . .,.. .. .. 

superstit-i~~ ~ belief's; traditional cu~t~~ 
··~': ·,.;,. · :·~· •. ,. ,~ !' . . · .. ·~·· .... ~ .•.. ½ ... ·~- t .. -

traditional narratives; :and folk-sayings; the last mention-

ed group may include jingles, ·proverbs, nicknames ~ and 

place rhymes. 
• ·: t _Jo •• • 

. . . ~-. . .. . . , .. . ' ' 

Traditional narratives may~ in turn, be divided 

into ~ -oups, -,i~~~t~,2 ·"~~eon,·3 and H~iday;4 ·;~est'. 
three di visions for that part 01" folklore that deals with 

61 
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narratives: myths, leg~nds·, and folktales. Mytb.s, they· 

all agree, explain. some natural phenom~non; legends· rel'ate 

popular h.istory; and ~olktale.s :, .wholly products o~ the im.ag.-
. .. . ·-

ination, amuse. Here we .. have science, history, and romance 
· , . 

in their primitive forms., .yet. all -three type.s at -this. st.age 
. . .. - . 

. can be_ .termed a . kind or el.ementar:y ,1ite:r:a1mxe"becaus .. e '.fan-~ · 
. . 

tasy finds expression. i .n · each of' them.· .. Even· in· the:-l.egend 

that is based on true._tradi·tion~~real ·piaees, -real .event·s~· 
• ·, ., •• -:~ • •• $_ . 7 

. real pe.opI.e·.r.-the veracity:_9:f ·the ac·cmunt/ as Beokwitli -ex.;..: · 
~ - . · .. -... 

', : · - ·, ... 
plai~s- it,. "lies. in its truth.' to· the ·so·o,iai··- exper-ience .·:and 

. ,.. ~ 

- : .. ... . .; .,. ·_,., ·-·· 

devel!o:pment.- .or the group:.,_ not -in its. liter-al: tl."Utn -to·· -If:r·e· 
• · • . -~ · t . -:. • ·'; · ; _; 4 ' t ,•, ·; 

as we regard :n~ . .r-rati-v:e.'~'5 ·:•-->· -;_· : · :.· ::' ·. 

F01.kl.01:1e, of co.U:X:se ,- -limits· 0itse1:f ·to ,the ·'Ulirecord-
-· . . . 

ed tra:cfitlons which belong to: a: .:folk :group whose -lif'".e . Iies. : 
: ., ... ~ . . . . ' ., .. 
• • i.. • 

close to the earth. As suoh, the. three ·,f'€Jree's · ·that· ·alaow, . 
... .-. ·t - . ... . 

. ; 

us to learn ~r t4at unrecorded past axe best e:x:pl~ined by 
• ~ • • ~ .( •' • '? -~ ,:.. • ,.!> ! ., : •-:. • ... !!- : J , . • t' *; ~:::· -~-=. > 1 · f • ... • • _.,. • ' • • • .... 

Mr. Gomme: 

Man has at all stages in his . Qar~e~ attempt~q to 
. · =~·-'.t .expl~·n·. ,.tfue::-~ t.ttriu"..'.:Jilten©iteJI.a 1~tnidi~2 ·-an<l"·~~r-e:otd:ng 

him. -When SUQh eXJ>lanations are universally or general­
A ;,.. !.ly -~ore ep:ten·· ·b-y--raJi1j: (t r-i:bef-:o~: i1E!'op'l1Eff tlfe'Y~ 1'i~.nsb'i"t:ut:e., "a. 

mythology and to $Om~ extent the :i,-~ligious beli~f's or 
·:: .-.,,·i~eh·-~.::ib'e :0~ :pe·op1e::.11:::I3"-::',,~. :· '. J :_;_:i i; :: ';,~,:: : , .-;_ ,_,,.," -: ". ,, . .. 1· .. ,. 

Again; man.' _s cow;se of life has been moul.ded at all 
.. ·., -stage-S-''in nrs -:e·a.re·er -b.nde~~ <the inf'luenee of' the surrol!ij1d­

. , . .. iDg .~ll.a t .»ra.l .. and .. PhY-S.i G.al.._ph,.e.l},Ql]J.EUJ.a; .th~ . flqi:a ... and fauna 
constitute his means of subsistence; his means or sub-· 
siste'iiee ~-hava-~;pro:re\mdly.· -a:f-f'eited his manner ef living~ 
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Contact between neighboUl!i:ng . but separated groups·, o:r . 
men has of course largely affected the mode of life of 
eaeh group. _When such inf·luenc--e.s produce -a general: · ._. 
acceptance of certain definite rules which govern the 
s.qcial intercours.e . b:etweeB.:i·mat.bJmd. man or, betwe.err· tribe 
and tribe, such rules are· termed the customs o:f any 

.. given trfl>e or people •. - . _, :· · 1;;; , 
· Thirdly, man in progressing or retrograding from 

one stage- of .culture.- to another has- ever. tenaeiously·.­
held t0 his old beliefs· and to the practice of his old 

- ,eust'ems. · :Wha:te:yer, causes: may:; ihave.;_pi,od:uce.s. ·a.c ~change 0:f 
belief and a change in custom~ the change in the first 
plape is rarely accepte-Q. in :-mb.s-~ehtire.ty:. ,by a whe1:e -'. ,. 
people. Change of belief or change of custom would 
_aris~:--in···_th:e. stag&s of :proglDe:s~::b·e.tpre:. that Q:f - a ·.s .et-..;: ,:< 
tled civilization to which, for -instance, Europe is 

i. · · - -a~eu.st-pme~~--:rrom· change ·elf (~b.i ,b:a..tibn~:-~a ,·.-who.le_sal'!ft:.tllli­
gration~ or a wholesale conquest of subjugation, of one 

, . · -. pe,qp;I;e_. by_ ~o-;tl:!,~~--; . also: -(fl-em· .ge,,n~rhl.-,.:prog1!'es s ;~ ~acqJii­
si t ion .of property and knowledge, &c. Under these al-

!. . ·;ter:ed , -~.i:t:Q~st~e.eJ:l;~. :m,~moril~ . .S'i o.t -.J;he ... ~1'1.er,: :ti-f e: .. :would 
be preserved and related to :future generation.;;' · 

-. .• i, .Not;!.J;JB- ,th~ .. , 9_pt;3;J,."a~JQ:Q-1c~f:; ;'M;l~e".',t~J3e., ~~t.:&,\;Q! -f'or~es 
which regulate th~ life o:f man, it has been observed 

; : . · . . th.~~----~1;.l)_in,:, t:h~ ~ ircl~ · O:f; ~jllJ]OJJ,t ., a:;J,.:l~:hwnall! ·s00:i~.ty~:.v., · ,• 
whether savage tribes or civilized countries, _there 

• - , .f)_?C:--::1.-a:ti .old/ b(,')Li:ef(s·, ! <>.lei,' -cu_?t,~~s.1, • pl.~" piell{o-rie.s., •wh..$.Q:h. · :are 
relics of an unrecorded past. These very important 

•· :fae~s:, .. _i1rw.·odu.~.e ll$,; -to.1 ·th.E16~_t,u_dy> Q;f . wb,at,-.•]1.as. c.onvenient­
ly been termed Folk-lore·•· 

P ; · :· :_ · ·. :-.. : -Ii~i~a. 7 ca{l; ·t~':tld~re.;_,th~ ::~ ;ci~nc~ ···}/ T~~d·i -ti~~~-
; , . :.· ~ ~i~-- - " ..,~.,, ~- - ·-·· 

which includes "customs and institutions, supersti.tions and 
!; ~ ;°?- :.:. ·.: ~-=J.' .3L~~t.-:~c·u.:.:· '..}\:; ~- ~ ~ !":~ fLft-.J _/~·u r; t.:~ .. c~.:Zts ;r::.· ~t~J-~•.!j o .. .r .. ;.. ·t-:1::.<::.~ .· ·. ~ · ... t :; 

• medical praetioe~ and many other things besides stories-." 
cr>:..1..·3&.3':J~ ~;JYut!:-;J_.;; ~ ~~.i:,~t~:6 g()r.;.:::. J~c-:-::1~1.1..~·1~ ~ ~r}1"?· ·.:; i··;.!ib '~~: ~~ .. t..--:.:,_1 ii .t ~·:."£ --
: As to the narratives he classi:fies them rouglµy into two 
.r.:~rf.:-a:;-~J.1.t~! ;·'/t;·t•.:..~J _., -.~ .::;: ~:: .: ~~\:'}l,L .. " · .... ::.~l:r~ij or Lr..,.';' ~t~~;-~/; :-:,;j·~~ ~:.--- :i;· t_·:: ~ .°) 

greups--those told for amusement and those intended f'0r be-
t !\et.r ~~ ... ~f ;--.?: Q":--.: \.:.:·.:1..c.~: .. ~:-_---~:-:1) .. ~ -~ ::~ t;:, .. j-;:,_i.;:_\; 1-,f~ ·.--_~:l::.t:t :~}l\r!"t c·r".;.:r·"t""·: ..:; ~:-
. lief' on the part of' the hearer.1 

r, .... 1 ...... ::.-i-:--; !·-~- ,.-,;"f:• 1' •·!'; '"!'"\,:;"('~ ~- .. . •f'.::t ..... _.; -.. :· •-:~·-. :; •.· 

. ('' ,, .. _, .. , _, "· PGomm.e,cH0p.~ .... -ei-t.:,:_,p:p:. -,:1 f'~ -;-w ' ·:: r,,"! •_, .. . .• •, 
•-- - , .._ ~ • ·••-· ·• "Ii, l _._........ • •• , ..... ,. '- •• • ., -,,_ , .-f' • .• 

· :· ?;E. ~- ~-~\-~l:~9-,,J fo~Q;t.".~-: ; 1."t;\'Jh~~;: Is ,: lt:-J;),n~.-What,·: Is 
. the Geod of It (No._ 2, London.: Bavid Nutt, I89gf,° pp~ 2 f. 
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It ·has been the experience· of the writer that narra~ 

tives are so ' cl:osely linked with customs, beliefs, traditions, 

and folk-sayings that -:_it .i ·s .. impossible to s .egregate them.- ., 

One · explains the other. The -meaning, and hence the , a ppre~ , 

ciation, 0f the narr.at-ives .is: lost if- <ane -:doe.s not know the 

baelcground -of th~ f;aJ..sk :rrom ::whic:li,.:tfne narratd. ves issue.- ·· 

I nterest ... in t ·radi tional narrat.i.ves ·began t0 appear 

ju.st as the· nai-rat·ives --· b.eg~n (t-<rdl~ap.pear. .Among,_ t ·he n0t~ble 

efforts. t _o ·.-;pre.serv:e ··f'<llkl.'@re 'in,~:g~ne:ral :·.i:n A.Dieriea ·fs .. t~-~'-

of' <~he ·.:A,mer•ican l!'ol:klere Soe.i.&ty 1.;:fqunded in --1~88 .• - The ma~ 

terial o:f--.::the :AFLS; -:;however , ' ·covers -the ::f'ol:klore :of -the. : . 

Negroe·~ and :.white peep:te or Am.eriea ..:mo:t.e wide'l.y than .~hat 

of the ,-Amerio.an Ind.:i,ail. -. The ·1:primi ti-ve -Indian ·-,has be:en -. dealt 

with ehie:fly 'by anthrepe1ogical societies. Recent studies 

of the C0mane·he ·wer-e· ~4.e -·by , .. Columbia·: ant~0polog-ists nose 

- plllblicat-ien. ·has .,not ·,yet ap:Pea-red ,as •.f'ar ·as · I .-cCi>ul<i,-.,a:scerta·in. 

The -~,re-ligion ·'a--Jid e,ust·om!ik·of the; Comanche are steeped . . 

,., 

~ . ::::·:::::~::1:e~::r::::~::~::::::s:0

: ':: 

they attaeh.(~_ch-t -s-ignifi<fane.tq, ;is 1.xm.e.::_that:~-;e:arr,ie-s ... spee.ial.0 :i 

pawe:rs-"t:G:f ~•magi·~ ~,:-f~he ':jtowers ;;-~y be, :fer .. tb.e: ·:Eto1tt~e; : heal:t-.h·; 

or-·: general we-ll~e.ing ;:.or . :the-.:.:inQ..i vi.dual iGOne.ernei♦.' 

---~~ ea.g1i; ··-~-ffeh0i . o~ tl.ie ri~=fng s~·; 'sigriities· re:;··•·· 
J; ;~~ ;.:· {>:;:),. .-. }~f~.;t: _, ;:_\.~!(~_.", ":: {.. •~-~ ;:.1. .:: ·;. .·:.:1.:~ :•i.=.''· ... ~ Jiif ·:.:·,:~~-~: ·~:-<~;;_ . .: t-~ 

- l .-. r • 



65 

viving life, renewed strength, .youthful vigor, spring fresh­

ness, and spir.itual. .growth and .pewer • .Tourneying east at 

dawn. should dispe1 -m.is1\'ortuae. · Weapons, stoo.d aga:µist the 

~ast side . of the tepee, . make their power mqre p~tent. -The 

entrance· to the tepee. al.ways faces the_ east. 

The snn, itse1f·, .:.is a ·,,BYJD.bOl -. ot' :.the·· Great Spirit, 

giving spiritua.l_strength •and. physical. .pewer. Since the 

·aoceptance· -or '0hr-istiail.ity by many!: o~ the tribesmen, they 

have ooiried:.,the-twt>rd,· ,Ta·-.a' -pah,t-8 -. :.iit.eral.l,.:Y I!l~~-uig -9.~y 

!t"ather. · ·,mhu:r, .!'-:fanher o:r _ ;t-)iei day,~ ~ · which'· ·impl·i~J3 : the , s~, 

is:' the-:·werd:- :fer:;God. If there were a speeia1 deity, pre­

ceding the'ir· ac.ceptanoe:• of,.Cbristianity ,- ·I: ~b,o~d • ~f:ly it_ . 

was·~ :the Rising s~--!;but :-it irs,.::-to ·:th.e, -inde-f'ip.abl.~ •~Qreat: 

. . .... 

· ·. , , To av.er:t;· ~ -e.t)pre§;l.9hl.1~~L-~.t9~ a ~~dm9~'1,l~r _g9es 

:lllJ.) on ·a .:-high: ·hill·:• an.<b•tb.r.o.ws.- ~~l. tf;)~d·!. ,~b;~_. · c,i~u~~-:• -~};1e.- r ,, 

ge·s_tur.e:;·be,ars·. the .i).o.w:er t~---P,i$p~_;i.. tp.~. · : ;: , 

:Whell::•· a,_ ;ellilid:1;:.i.-S) g4.yen-.; ~ ;•~~ring •9"4-c.@,e8:~Jl?. ~~~ ~A~ .:ci : 

!:<t i ~i,~ine1cqm.ilJJst;r~~ mil ~a:t:1:lla:~e, dJnme_d~~$, -ne:e_~:-.9t ;_,d;ts .. 

: ,. , , 1:.1,_AlJiong. ·the'i. bel.d.:ef's 'ltba.t ;~~n~a±n :o~·ns, ,p:f_,.~~~l.-"t.UJl~ 

: ·are:'. "the -:ft>'l1.ovti1:i{f: _-: ~JJf:'a:: ·coyote .is. hearc:t :how1i·ng·, . . _th.~ . -o.n.~_·:• 

:who ~;i;tist· ·hea:r.a,. it •. (±n>a ~aµi.ily -,c.irq1eJ must. say~ "Wllat , ,· 

_______ · :::,!~ .)-'.; · · ~eQk;;,; _~iiTif~ ;i~~~cli~:--hi~11i1 aiir-·ius~ taiigha.ge;-,P~: 
.21!• ill•, p. 333. 
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good news do you bring?" If he does .not repeat - those words, 

.misfortune will come to tb.e ,f'a.tnily. 

If' you tou©h the tongue ·of' a dead cow .and theli touch 

your hair, .you will bec6nie •. grey haired in a ·short while. 

Even though the Gemanche h~·veFy -black hai~~ grey-hair is 

• :A deg appearing . bef0r~ · ·the -eeremonial tepee at · t-lie 

ti.me ·:of" -some· -special· -r1:tes-'·i.s '·a n omen ot :.ba·d 'lliek • . 

eurabl:e sickness. ·. · ' • , .. .._ u 
-. . :· 

: · .: ' · . A heTief•. tha=t-chas nothi-ng ~'to : do ·-wi t1( ·::rortune . • o·r ·mi-s­

for.tune is that·; Tong ',:gge ;~ :-une :-O'oma.n6he· ··l:iv'ed so· ·clo~fo-~to 

rta:tiure tliat<tliey fwer(f•ablie' ·to ·converse with the animaJJ ·of" 

th:e -forest and pra:frie ·who', themselves, couid _.talk. .Anotn•.a · 

e--i: ···is ~tha:-'t;,a11. ,:a_r.~eads'---arJ:.,made 'by)a• dwarl' ::or-~el:f.}lfuo ··na:s ·, 

long '1."lowing .hair ;·an'd.' ... a. · 'e·o1t1plet'ely red ·body. ;· : ·. 

,:,:· ~, '. .. ,~ Amen!f:the.:.'-O<l>man~lie, ·.:as '=*eJ:l ··a'S ·'ether· praf'rfe :~tri'b"Efs, 

,.~:, · Wunder and lightning are produced by "a great bird, whose 
~ . ,.:. ·: 

!shadow .i i J1thel~it-1iwider ::-c!J..-0udi~ whose tiapping -wirigs :·:. ·.; --~-"t ,he 

1 ;.:1.:. :'. f,.~tlhmdei"-f -:ffiid ,1.~11o·se t-1:ash'lng {-'eye's , rapidly · opening and5 

. efl.:0sing •.'56JidYio-'l'th·\ 1-ightning.~•<·. ;: ; ·· . . ":~ The ;'Phtind:erb1:rd t'firaally 

··----·- .-

........ ... ....... . , ............. ,--... , ....... .. ... •-·-····· ..... _.'"I'_•·..-,.·-· ·· . "· .... .,. . • , .... ... . ,. . ····-· -· -~ ---··. 
;.has his Q..welling Qn some high mountain. • • of' dif'f'icult ac-

i ~~-· :·1,: ·:1--.J ( ·, _t.,-;.~ ..... .-1~:~-:~ .. ~ :- ~ -·.· ~ ~-- ; __ - , 
'Cess. • • ,..~ Accord~-~ t9_ tl:;e e0~op.e, there is a p],a,e_e on 

.. •. · ! _.P~ ;-/~~;:; ri, ·· t· :-1~: .1 x; J -_ · -~- ~-: .. ·: . .; ; (~ _ · ~ --_-~:;,: ., -~~-:-~ ... .. ~ o# l. --==-:.:.., 
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upper Red river where t-he Thunderbird once alighted on the 

, ground, the s.pot being . still identii'ied by the fact t-hat 

, the grass remains .burned o-ff' 0.ver ,a space ·.having the out­

, line (!)f a _ large bire, with --.outstretehed wings. 11•
9 . 

. T.-~e ~ediei-ne man, ~o ·is -an imp<i>rtant 1.'igure in the 

~ ~-E:,r.~monie_~ ~d :rites ~f th~\,..tt,i.b~, : •_oeoupie s an· ~nvi,a ble 

'. position, .L,av;sen says_, ~!s ·pQplU~-ity o_ften ri..vl:lling. tbat 

, ot -t~e -chi~f..;._. -Th~ .we,rd·,·-~Jne<l,j,_Q.we~ was introq,~c,eg. by t .l:}.e : -· 

: Fr~~eh .. t~aci.~_rs. ?wll.Q cal.led, ,In<U~ d;,petors ~•m.e.die.ine.s .,~ .The 

1 term . ill. ttme ... ,b.ee~e · .synenynious 1wi th iµystery a,.s .the . medie.ine 
·10 l ltlBll ,.:V©:S ,•a :man 0f mystery. The Eagle Medicine Man derives 

. his pow-91:,.,rr_q_m, the e,™ ~~-- t it is ,~ _,f:~a,th:er- f'rq;r;ii . .-the golden 

: eagl~ •tt~.at, l)_~s~ess~.s cura'\iJve, ~~ ~~herwi._$.~ ~i.c ·power-.. 

---v1hi~h --t.,he -IJ1e~A~i11e ~ --\1$6~ .,in .Jii~ , ;pra9t.ie~. __ He is v.er:y 

, ~~eM .. 1?.1?,.at_ ~ ":,?.~~~q".{ iS; ; __ ¥(i)t e~st _,:up_Q.n_ his b.ac]f, SJ?.i he says 

:'~:1?:~t _.:~Y~p.e \_.P8.J?.~i~ :·~-~h,µi,q. :A~--~ht+~ :'~e ~ i~ ~t}:~i~ _ wi:J-1. e~oke. 

, I ;t is , only: it, thts p.ei:sqn h~s ~~~n conside;r~te ,_of h:lm t.h~t 
. - •· . . . . ~ ~ .. -- ... . . . .. , .. \ ~ ·/,·- . ' . ~ . 

1;~ed;~l\J.e ,-JP,e~ic~~r~l1 \,i~JJ!>,~, ;_~~l~;-;~_o -e,_i;~;ec°t!; ~ .-.qY::e:-iJ?.efe,,;e 

~~.t;!J) ~4.~5~~e11~a~.a:~_4- ,;+~~,~-;,· •.b~.f -Q_re, .}}~--,_~s :~i,:'!~~.)}iS povter. In 

\ order 1?~:r*-~O§Jy-~-.:,~~--11>~:\!~:t.:-~:~~- ~~§.i :89. t~ .~-~ ._:pl-ao~--~h~.:r_e he -
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oan b~ alone~ .The top or a highhill or mountain is consid­

ere·d id~ar. ·· Here he· must go to'. coilaen"trate upon the partie- · 

ular power he; is desirou:s of'. rec.ei-ving. He should go to 

sleep thinking or his ambition to derive the power. Some­

time during the- night, a form will. appear in· a . dream and the 

s:piri t · wiJ:..1: sjre·ak to · him, , gi:vi'ng.~ hint'. detailed instructions·· 

to· f'ollow ·and. inrorming him just how long he will possess 

this· in:agic:- ~er -and- of': the:·1exaet nature -the power is to be. 

Then .. ; .a.s lo~ as ··he i -s : a med;i.cine man; -he need have -no f'ear 

of"·' being killed f'or:: no one posse·sses'-. g1r'eater powe-:r than he .· 

to • .. harn(: him--.· · 

BEfside·s the i-power• that· a:-: :medieine man may rece'ive· 

fr@m this · spirit visitatie n; other minor and important -spir.;. . 

i tual ··and· physical aid can be derived f'rom a similar experi­

ence by aey t ·ribesma.n. When- one · is- in netid ·of' a. cµre·· ror an 
~llness; 01-:; wants : inf'0rma.ti6:ri/ .~r ;d.esli-es , a.' place of b.enoi­

and distinction:; ·· or wishes to accomplish some special f'eat, 

he ~.~-~ g~:: ~t:~i~t ~~ t ~M;is:!i;t ,~E'JJ~~ f ~:l lli:. s~~itfi~~ ~· fer. 
• : ... .' •• .,;, . , ,._ ...... ,.., ... . . .. i ""'-: ,,. •. ·, .•\·:.;..;. · ) .J .. ' -'i-- .. ~f)""' "" :~ .. ,.,._,, .. ;'. . . .. :,~:,3 ,; · :: -,3.· · 
the· sn¼rit;J:.t"t ;~.aot. , unei mat~¾'-ind thati:~,the<:r:1r:g~;'n!ght .. ~•:! 0r:·even 
; ~ T- ;)'.t''j " .. t .: 1 

the --seeGnd,-~--dees -no.t . .lming--res.uit.s,, .but._if' .. he •is ... patient __ .and 

deserving/ '"i'eLwill.7re'.~eive the spirit mess~e~~ 
~ . .. 

.:.-.~; .· - . ' .... 
When\ a-youth or sixteen absents himself' from the ca.mp 

... ;.,, .. , 0 • • , ,. 1•-,., :1 OJ•• .••,.. , ": • -• • • • •••· •.;.. = ~ • 
for several··de.y-s· and/'night:s r '.~na~ o'Ii~ ma.kes .-.:any:~ inquiries -but 

awaits hfi~ 
0 return, · whei{--n~>tell.s :.,ef' his, i'a.iftiiiif and long ' . , 
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sleep.ull Sometimes, during the sleep, there is sent to 

him, by the Great Spirit, the vision of the animal, bird; 

or reptile which is to be his mysterious protection through 

lif'e.12 

Besides the hilltop -method. of healing, there is the 

one accompanied by ritual in which the medicine man is the 

central figure. Since the Comanche conception of healing 

is through divine power, the aet of cure is usually aecom-
~. t 

plished with song, ceremony, and prayer. Sometimes vegetable 
. . . 

substances are given, but "these are usually harmless, the 

:taith heing placed ent'irel; ·i·~-;~e religious . io~uia;-13 

. The medicine man, in addit'io·~ 'to b~i~· a· heaier 0f . . 
~ . . 

the tribe; is looked upon as th~ prophet~ judge, counsellor, 

and moral leader. 
.: . ~ . :~· 

To stnn. up the vari°ous factors that make up the life 
\ 

ot an Indian/ a statement by \:'hi'.ef Sta~ding· 'i3e'ax is quite 
inclusive in.'its·. brevity: ,· •. ·;· 

.. The ·spt±-:ttki h~al-th .kria · ~~fsteriee -~~f the ,Indimi ... 
, yro,s_ ..m.ai_,nt~~e.~-, ,hy.,_.$gpg~.,,. ~ie,.;;. :ritual._~~ <l@e~.~.,;~b·.ol-

-- •: .,. tstlir -~fi'tocy ~(b~ -'·ce"illic·n _-) ;•·cres!gn/ ii~ndicratt1 ·a~o:···toik-
,_, ~· ,:~t~~rt":•. ·., ·!:>,:,>:" .. ·y;_ .. :;-__ _ : 'L ~ .. '~·~rt,:•·. · _, , ·· ... ::,. · . , =. ·.=_ ..... _/- -; 

,. . .. _ . i 



CHA.PEER VII 

LITERA.TORE 

A great hunter, a lover of games and sports, an 

expert ho~se~, a bi:aYe fi~hter~ a good marksman, an ad-
. . ,, . ,:. • • : . 1 

venturer, an athlete of ability~ a firm believer in his 
, · ... • I " • / • • 1 • "' • " • , • • • 

··- , • ; · • • • ' -i • 

tribal ceremonies, a capabl~ artis~, a lover or music, 

.. ~h~hm,, and the dance; a lover of life in general, the Co-
._ •• • ! - ' , ~ :::; • ; • ';. ::, ,. · ; .,. • -; , ,... • '1 . ~. 

manche, in addition, is a convincing story-teller. The 
· ·-: . - . ... .. i • ~- .. ! _. . .,. --: ~ <.:;J: .· _-:· : - ·. . .:: =~: ·.'-··;.; .. 
content of each of his narratives reflects the life of the 

I~d~an, ~is .cus~oms, ~eliefs, superstitions, rituals, or 
'\ .. · ·1 : <-

hi,.s continually chang~ environmental conditions. The 

~ious loc~~·i ·?ns ~; f:hi~ · forefath~rs~-the Rocky\~~unt.ai~~ .. :.. 
. . 

of' Wyoming where he hunted the deer, elk, and bear; the 

~ . ;;_~~~ . tram: Wy~ :-~o Teia; wh~re 'he hunted th~ ~·bur-
·:- ~-:· ~d~ ~,";./ 0 -~· \:, ·; ;_~ -~-j .l :3i:. : .:)!:~V ;'32: : ·~~·-C ;B ±.~. . .--. :-:!.; ·,_ =::~-~- -=· _ · .' /' , ~ .- ~ .. :f !"! ~ • .~ ... 

. . f'alo. and f'oag4t his enemies; and the Indian reservations 
~ ;:~ i~ i ).:'.$~ ~~·-';'~ ,.::· ... i ~;. $ . ~ . ·. 

; ~f' <Dkl_ahoina .where, with his numbers reduced, he submitted 
· .',·! . .: ~t.t~ tf~f~- :(· ,:· ·.·r ,l . ~ ... ·:::.::.:::. : _: • -~· ·, :. •:·.-.·· • • • \t ,-- ·:- .··i ~- . : ! • •• ·r.- ~ 

. to white eivilizatiQn and government protection-- u.ndoubted ­
;~:;• .. >(~::~ i.~:;..~ !;·:S.),"..l t,·-t{tl'? ~ l .. ~ -+-t~J~· ~•-f:·-.:-! .. J • <~ . . ~ ~,. ---~:::-L:-~;_•._ ... (,;,_,,::; ~ ::~·~ ..... _.··~·., ··,:.) ... \ :t: ·:· ::, 

: l.y give him a singular background and- add depth and breadth 
~\ ~; , }/.-~•:.' ., ; ,\:':·"~·{ .... ~'t;·~>~~ ; _j .r:;-ir:-•;- ;;<:' .. ."• -:°::: . ,'·, - \.:=-:•· '.:.'•.:-~•, C':·. -.:. : ~--- ; · -.. _-_" 

te his heritage. He has kn.own what it is to conquer and 
(:t_. -~-·;._ .:; ·- :_- ~) -_;·_.-·.f1?-·::-= .. · 1.·( f.-~1_:::•, . - . ~-:;_~_. . .- --~-· _: .. · ·-.·.·/ .. ;· 

. - - . ..:. ;· ;- . 

be ~onq~e;r~~; to to:t;t~e an~ ee tortured; to dominate and . 
~.! .. ~ .,.<i •: .. ,.·-~~,..._- •• ~.::·h ~ ,"·; ·l~,:-, ... ·~·:1.:2\i.· '"~.~1:'••:· i ~ "~ ;.· .- . , f , 1.~: ":· _- -; ·:.:- ; ·:tz :.:! 
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be dominated; to plunder and kill and be plundered and kil.1-ed. 

The peaee )re enjoys today, though in a vast·ly diff'erent 

sp~ere, is in some degree com~rable to the oalm and peace~ 

ful. lif'e he may have exp·~rienoed as he camped ·along · the <l·· 

str.e~ in t _he Rocky Moun:tains, bef'ore his de·sQent to the · .. 

plains. -and .~his conf'.liets ·with other groups. 

Living in eomparati ve . peace; the .. Comanche 1ndian 

l _9ng ~go enjoY-ed a leisure .ti,me tha,t1 . . ~llowed '!;J1em ttte ,"'P).ef;l11..-. 

ur~ of, s .ittipg .for ;ti.ours ar9und ,tµ~- 08.l}IP.:;:itn ~)ae e_ve~j,ng; .-t}le 

mo~_h-~r: ~nd~ging in~ ~io~s ;hQuse:l,lqld t:~slc.$. '$.;ile .the~:·f~th~l!. 

relate_9- .storie s -to the ob.V ~-~~. 'fhese sj;or·;i..~s wer.e; _-yol.d,. :· ,_ 

in s_~l~ . o:i; !-'Omplex tµ.atµie~ dep~n,d:ing ' l!POI;l' th,e ~ges of' the 

J..iste1:1e~s, but al.ways -t~l.d--.p.o lUB.j:;_:t~r how. f;requel;ltly~~with 

all the vigo1;, ~Jnation, !3-nd enthusiasm that the story- . 

t .e]+.er posse.s~ed. . .':fhe 1,.';1.gk __ pf_ f?ynonyms and tti.E:r. gen,.~ra1 .sim­

p~i5';i.:t;y-;-pf_, hi~ langy,ag~ · le~ds ,him. , to ,the use of. new .word : • .;: 

o~bt~ti9I;1s, eJ._isions, f'.j.gureS ':O_f spe.eoh, ano. ap. . ~ense 

v~ie.1i.r of, g-e:;3t.'Ql'~t3,: on.~mtt$~ppe-i,a;; facial·,expres.s1...ons,i' am· 

•·· . .-, .• -- ;;= . Th~;t"~1~~'),fewd }9~~b.e.s·.,lt;1ft·_; Yib:9- st--ill,-_,:t~ll_. t.he ·. 

stpr,i~§.i_@d~ e;Y.~ti.:•-t~:r; . wb.Q, r .~a,.llyr .. enjQy-:~,tn~ -.pra~ti:p~~-.,1tU:here 
' 

. 

is, (?;ne_,_, . _..Mor,~wat~, wµo .• e.,e.n . 5:.it- 1>Y· the,_:h~ur-.; '-- withbut·· '.even: ·so: ;;; · 

much as .. a 'refreslifiig . gia.ss . or water at int erval·s ,-- t elling .. ··-
.: .• ~.~· .. :)-' ... :~ .·i//· .. ~· .,, ' · ; -.. ~ ~- ... ;.: : -· .. ~_ ,_: -;~·• i. ~·. ~ . ·-· .:.: ; f"" "" _, !:': . . · -::~~ . .. • 

h~ .. -~ap.~~~~(i.rei,.,•, p~~-t~::-~t,onijs~: -.. Bet0rEf:iie ·.is·· wtin--~:itila .... 
------- : ...... .,": • -~ ., "" . : ~ · · ·;_ ~""'t.,":1 ) ~J • - , .. ~ . 
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·his f'irst tale, the entire family and relatives ·.or-visitors 

join the circle: to listen, . though they have ·heard the story 

r.epe.atedl.y •. He.· iJ.1clud.es, , .among. other things, the imitations 

o:f noises ot animals·, birds,- . water:Calls, ho:r~e hoofs, thun­

:der .a~d .lightning and the mimi.cry :o:f the actions. ·O:f charac­

:t .er.s· and aniina;ls in the narrative~; . 

The· trib.esmen·, real:·izing,,: the: imp'ortance o:f: -preserv­

ing their lore·• hef'ore ·the :sto:cy:_ telling ·art · is entirely: ~Jio's;t 

-with· the ... ·passing ofl -thEL old:er·-.m.emQet~s, :who·- ·are·?gr-eater ma:s­

·.t ·e-rs in the .field· .than~:those of the young.er -gene:vation-,- '-were 

,v.ery -co-operative.. One ·-na:rra:t·or ,said' that -:trhe stories were 

saor..ed 'to . . him an:d h:ts .':tr-ibe -and ~he- wouldn't :te11·; them tb ·:· : . 

. those outside -t ·he· trib'e·· und·EJr.'. oruiiiary c-i~cumstances; ··but:,; 

,b'e'oa:us:e he reallzed:•the · reas0h for.· ,securing ... thetn was·,-a ' le.._. · . 

. gitiinate ene, .-he .. was gl:a:d,-t-e --make · his., contr.ibut•ion'-. : The --

_ ·nar:ratives' we~e ·-re.1:ate.rL::tn -~he -.n:a.:.tive tongue and in the Eng-

1.ish by -In<lians1
; ,who hatural-l'y. ·de_pend:e-d: :sole1.y· upo11.: the'ir' · ' 

mem:0cy:. ;·~hey may:,., :c ·lth'ei";afor.e.t -vary-~ 'in some- :d:et"a:!as·;:<ef-:: =lfear 

r.a;t.b:rs.i .. i.'J;le11, ,!: . .the:, :;;e~ch fla11r.at·o~~>\-,aa.<lY-hough de.a.4.ittg·. -Wi tii,=, ·;:­

,m,adu.,t·i.~na:ll mate.ni'a.lJstj u :f'ialters ·, t-na:lt1-,. d.m'"<Ymna~itm: 1 :ttiT~ ·:. ~: 

-~Jtj.;s-_: __ ·o.wn p :ersti:n:aJ.:.i ty.,' -and:::1meid:e of:d ~:x:pr:e·s -sio?i.:"·l, \ Thi-s.::;art·is-

:~::::'<'. .. ,·., ;_ -12_.,- . · .. -:: y· ·,,.:i:,,c\; ,t.~_:·1e-:-~""'Y~-it.:ll' ; t -~~·,ry -ns •!"; :--r:,• :'c·::':.:\' C•\. ,1~ ~; :"'.:0 • • -

_ · -.Morris Edwar.d 9pl.er., Myths and Tales of the J"ioa-
-r--iUa.1Apaen-e\, ~~;-..t.ca):;l F~Ua~re::'S0oile~y ·Mem@iT.-s«r~~tNew 1t'ork: 

--··---· o-~ E. steehert an.a co~; '1"958·) ~ p. xvii. · 
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tic freedom may ' be compared with the ·- po-etic• liee·nse · allowed 

writers in· literature and acc01mts f'or variants ·mthin>a ' -.: 

tribe,... Simil.aritie.s to narratives of other tribes are the 

result of cl.ose · iu;sociation with.·· neighboring gr·aup·s .• · story 

telling held an important ·place, especially. duri,ngi. visit·s 

a.rc>Und f'rieri.dly ea.mpf'ire·s -• . ' ·.The·, styie· of tne·: n.a.rrator ··varies 

f'rom the serious; oons.oieb.tious story=-·teller who· i!s · exa:ct 

in every detail/. and, who · empha,siz&s·· content more· than. method, 

·to ' the oil.'f:3'.- wh0~<aJ.th0ugh:;nott tlisregar.ding l e:xa.ctness·:of• de,.._. ,. 

tail, glories·. in: embelli'shment·s •,that -.elJ.cit·,'defiilite ·r.eSpon.­

ses f'ronr: the>hearer·i . The·,,m.ethod::i of' . the · latter, especially 

in the te1;ting, • or: ·hlll'nprous. · stories , .. .,reminds: one: .e'if· Am.erioo:•n 

humor a -s discussed· in Mark•.Twain:ts s~How to· Tell. a ·.,Story" ·.m 

whieh ··tnterest '.:depends" entirel:y-''. upon'. ··tne ···iteliing-:,o:f'•:·the-· ta.1.e. 

A wide range of -st~1e:.· thu1Fa.ecotints·-:f-or variants witb.in·;a_ ·'. 

tribe·- ·ana -•funong.I.af'filiat~d-. tribes; . 

. r · ree1 . that I ·.nave··barelj1' tapped :th~f sur:f'a:e.e of'·,-t~e 

vast store<.: o:t·:.nar~.ataves, ;.bu.t,) tb.~ :; few,:,-1.n -thi.'s,~ct1.tlleoti:oit{ ~.-•,>' 

;n'Qifib~riitg,;approp.mately fifty, ar.e representative of the 

·various t'n,esCe!3;sttiig:~.: i li my:·aitpei--ii:enee:i.. I , have<ra~nUL :few::,·:· 
aboemits:,.at~--obseen,e,:,st{?jri~s·: a.meng:~i11~r:.:ueibanehedM:tn0ugli.:i itV , 

. . 

,appears ·· that thE:j~e . a.re seme:-=:fi. .exls-tefteei'; ·--:-Am.6ng "-'f'armeri .. aiJ.\.· 

so~late < tril>e~ ·; say· thb'.°:'@bma.fr()he} ; they· are:'ntimeroas; as·-:·., -
varieus ant.IwPY-~lo.ii~·a:i.;·coll~~ti~~§.;--: ~;~ to-be~---;~t"~ ·· _The 

'!,:,· .~ ... \.• • . ,~ ... .:.: ;: ~: ,;--,.!. ... ~~.:~"... ~- l. ;. . : • ;,.: ... ,.;._\.~ , _...,,, . . ; . ";. 
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purpose these rew stories would serve in :the subsequent 

collection is . so minor that spaoe :for their accounts· need.• 

p.ot be a1lowed. · · . : ' 

The ·reader .must otmtinually. ·bear · in .mind~'tha,t the 

li:fe of ·the Comanche·.as ,brougb.t ·out -·in ·.these chapters is 

not'" the li-fe they live tbda.y,'.exeept··'ta-r.,.:::remnan-ts :. of-· ol.d 

practices that ·de exi·st··here·,·aiid .'.there. ;~ /!'he-, backgro~ 
i. ,- . 

older -life·, and· it · is,· :ror.t thh.t:: re~son that.-~1 -:have.:-;:·concerned 
. ·. . •. ·.. ' : -~-· ;.,,.. _., · ··-_; - -~---- f . • · 

myselr with it rather than with their present status as 
.. _.-; · .. - -r~.._ - ~:. (_.• .. :·- 1 ·· '- · .:•_"- ~---" · - ·;'- : ": . • ·-., -~ _ - ._. 

-
ordinary citizens in an advane~d civilization.: 

. . .... :. - ; _ ' . :·---! ; ·:_ / .•. --L·~l! -~ .\. 

By t)le tre~ty of M~dic~e, L0dge ~he C01I1anehe were 
• O •, 

9 
O • .. • • O , _ -~ ~ •, : ; , O • = ; ... ~.( r.. O •~:• · t::-;.: ~ ·•• O O A• 

assigned reservation terri~ory between the Washita and Red 
, '=; •··. • '.~ _ _ - .. - ,. ' . • : .,. • • , ·: . _, ·•·,,. -. ( H. > .) \ l. . , ·· ~ ... ··.,n.:. ~ -'~:>; -~ : . 

rivers in Southwestern Okla.homa..2 The narratives contained 

in this collection~ however, have been taken rrom members 
. •' .. 

+'a~on.:, .(?ache, and . :qtd~aho~~ Families may be found dwell-
. . ... . , .. , 

ing in ].9,calities whe:re ,there are trees~ st.r~~, mountains, 
. _. · - ; . ~ .. : -_._" -~~ -: .: -.;- ~~ -:. .... :·: · I;~·! ~-- ·c- ~:~. ~- ,·,r .- 1: ~ . r· ... _1 ·:-:~•~ ;: · ... ~,) •·:;. :,· ~-; ·:- •:! c· ~1 

rg..,,L;!FfJ~sf.,. ~~.-:' :}·•.-·}_c,:.,>·; ::: :· ·('.-.; ·;;'. •·~ ·,·.:· -->;·,:; :·:'· -: ·;.·< .. ~... ..n·· 

.. .. T}l.e OomaJl_ohe :t~~s aboun~ in, lllB.gi_~,. 0:~venture, hunt-
t~L-~.(: ;~ .. :.t..:-' ~· ~· -~~--··::~\} .. 

7 
r:··-1.:i.:?~-· ~-~~ ~- ........ ·: . .-~~t.': .. :~::;i / _. . .. ·~:- ··-- _: __ ·:. ; ·~·._.: · :.· :.·I·: · 

.2Nf.,._ ~~!?._l-;-:~--~ .:~~-~~ ;~9~_ -~~;:~~f!;~ ~~- -~up.~f,~?~•, ._s~~-~-sti~~~~~-; 
'-J ... ... ... , .... .... "-.- • t . ,. ,.('_ J •• -'-•• • ... ~., ..... . . • • • ' •'R• ,# ..... ••' .,, .. • • • .~, ... • • • , ' , • . ~ --• ..... 1. • • 0 •••·• 

~d numy £>f. tµem t~t co~ce,rn per,sonal a1itri))~tes of c~r-
·-...1.(,·~.\~ ; ._.•\·.t ·.,..•·:· .··-.:•·•.--#-."'·.·: :. (:·~ .,..,·:.:.i:.""" °(" ..... ~ ~~ .. .:1:~t•,'~ .. : ~:._t:;.,·:~:~: :,~ . . - .. -· ·-

· ,aete;I;!.s, .. ideal.s .. to .be . ..followed, .. .and._ .. :w;e.ak:aesse.s , ... t .a. ,b.e .o.ver:~ .. -
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come because of their consequences, suggest· a moral or pat­

tern-of behavior. By :th~ references to factors concerning 

the activities of the 'tribe or :.to : their. · environment ; e:ne is. 

sometimes· able to guess a.t the ·. apJ?P0Ximate age or : the:··stor.:. 

ies,. Some · are very-- 0ld/ 'whilEi o1}liers :·0.eal -'-with· matte:bJ -' o:fl­

Gilly ·a generation 'a.go • . ·•Gxi.lm.el£'s··,cGIDDien-t ·is·-·-pe,rt·inent: · 

•The ·.stories which ,,the •; mdian•s ·' n.arra.te.; eeve~ing-·-a. =:= 
wide field of subjects, furnish us concrete examples 
.on -tht1ir' :wa.ys ot1=t'laought·~-"; :, . ... ; Mmiy~-of'" them': have. ·a · -
direct relation to the early history of our country; 

. . and.' .same ,;tell· -or .:.events ·-'·h~pp.~giilg ,'on~-=ground : n0w:: oc­
cupied by •• • .!ffiite people. 

, ._ • l '; •• 
·• .. -.. ... . · ... ; ... -·•- .. 

Many times when a youth came to one of' his elders 
.,- , .. ; ' ' , • • . . • . J ... : ~. . . . 

for advice, the counsel would be given in the form or a 

story. In the family circle, if a question of behavior 
.. -: . • _ ,..,,. - , . I 

came 1;1P, a~ i~ of"ten did, the __ correcti~n desir~d would 

readily be accomplished through an illustrative story that 

Chi1,dren~ in a q~relsome, peuty mood ;' 
.. .. · :.•. ..... .... .-; . . . . ~:. ~-

spoke for itself. 

could be led to change their attitude and outlook toward 
. ' ' .. ' -: ... ·, " . 

lif.e with -an appropriate tale~ 
~--· ... · . . , : .. .. ··:,.~:~•·-'J. _. . ... ·: _; -~-~ :_:~~ l:.:- :~·;:M:~.:.~ · :;_:'~ 1_ ::- -~ - · ·-·· •. t~ __ t. -~ 

The purpose of the narratives seems to have been 
c .. ~ \..) ·3 <). 3'"· o~~- :Lr~ .[) t ::: '£-? :~.- !.j-:: . .f:i ~-- ~ !:l.f' (j ,1. (.: ()~~ .• 1 .. c";:: t'; ~~-, lCJ:: ~ -~ 
f"etn"·-fold in providing a primit.ive system of training: in-

:~r _r\:;,. f:-:.;~t, ~~-~ \,.:_.: .. ~-·-:.l~\:11.:. ·. ·:~- ; ~-- :·-t~ "r; .; ·' ··.:::_·;~,_<,· .- ·_ --. ~\ :_ ~ ~ -: :_.r..:: ··-. \ 

tellectua1 ·, moral, religious~ and cultural. The narratives 
·::·:...~;=·-·· .. .::f");_: ~J •:::: -:; · ... -. :.:,/.<. :~_::-::~·=,;;:;_ i~: -:: rt .. !~.ri.· ... :t _f· 1-~{~-:~t-~-~; : ... ~/ i ·; (;, ·.-, ,'. __ -.. ,·=. -.:;.r:~.:1 

, that form the means of keeping alive tribal cust~ms; · tradi-
.-._. ;_:. .. ~.- .:~ ,:-; ~- -;._:• •. ~ ... ~ ) 

tions/ and information of the past are educational or in-
1 - -,,_ .. _";,·~ ~- ·.} .~. -:··.=. ~; ::. _,,• ::.• ~--:.: :· _'·_' . :.":;_ :··:~ .. · ~:_ :.:;. ;~~ .~- - _;·~ :. -:·5[; i •;:·-~-- ·~ -~ ·,. ~- ·1·-:,-: .... :·<"'1 



·?6 

tellectual:. Thes.e that . . rorm -the · means .of' · teaching religious 

beliefs., - morals, ,vir-tue.s ·, and -ethic-.s .. in behavi:or have; ·moral­

.religieus v:alues-. The;.,o.nes that . .f:orm.-·the· .. means. of -enter-:·.,.f.·» 

ta.ining. an:d· am\lsing · c:hil-dr~µ. ;( ef't.en· at bed· time) and ~~;ts 

have cultur~- :v:~ues:. Beeause one . stery: ,-may contain ,two ,•; 

·o;e. mpre.::_J;,t, the.$e_ el;·emen.t.s.:; :it Ta! impo.ssi:bl?e · ,to. ma.k~··,;a:' j,:er-i .-_" 

f ect ·· clas-sit'icat.ion p:t' $;he tales.-corre;sponding · t0 the· :-fimci!!-< '. 

·'.:tie-ns, they: , .s.erve·:_ .. -· H.e:c.o;:i -~t-orj___es .. 81\9- reIJW.l). t ·i·c'· l:~gends;' hav-e 

:enl.:-tnra.L. va!bues·;. · her.o..._'.st·orie's :, sto.ries>related for the 

amusement of the children, and moral tales contain ele­

ments f'or character building; legends of' historical events 

and tribal ceremonies ·educate the young tribesman in the 

traditions and events of the past; narratives containing 

tribal beliefs and conceptions eoncerning the Great Spirit 

provide religious training.·' 

Part Two that follows c0ntains, be.sides the nar­

ratives I have collected, three examples of Comanche ora­

tory, three songs, and twelve Comanche stories that have 

appeare~ in other scattered eoUeetions. 

The $tories taken from other works facilitate my 

references to other known. Comanche legends and to variants 

that appear. 

The divisions of the fifty classified n~rratives 

that make up my personal collection in Part Two have been 
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arfa.Eged in such a way that their chronology corresponds as 

· n~arly as possible to the chapte~ divisions tbat appear in 

Fa.rt 0ne. The classif'ioation is as f't>llows: stories of' the 
. . 

Supernatural, including origins, are related to ethnology; 

stbries or 'Hero~s and Stories ot the Warpath and Oratory re-
' . fleet the lustory; _Stories of' Spirit Guida.nee and stories of' 

AnilJlal.s have a bearing upon the economy and sooie~:r; and th~ 

Jiliseall.aneous ~elections-, inel.udiDg songs a1ld poetry~ are 

related to the arts and crafts or the tl;'ibe. 
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ST;ORIE8 OF ~ SUPERNAT-IJRAL 
I • , , . 

• ~ 1 ,,. 

~:·\ ?.: ·rL,. ~-·: , .:;_·:: 
._ .•.- : "! ; 

i : . Within -this gr,o~p,. I ha.ve ,- ino1.'Uded· st•o.ries. •.tha.t ex-
.... • ... • !,_ t ( -.. ::t !, .. ;·~-- .: .-.. : .•.:.,;.•;;• 

plain ·origins· ot ·various 'na:turaJ.:, phenomena. and ·sto:riies o:f 
• . ~•~ ~ • • . I :, : ••· • ~- ~I ••• •,. -:: - .",, ~;, • ~ . .. ,. ,. f. "£., ~ •. • i _; • ~ •: .:·• • _~;. I_- •,,:, • 

saor.i:t"io.es :t.o ·· :ap:p·eacs_e the --wrath ::~f a : I!lO~_er. ·_ , They bear 
""• ·~: •. ·. . :·~ . 'i0--; : ; .. ;/ s:· :.. .· .. · "( . 

,, a. mythical-- element , 0and·i in ·:the. ·sense 'tha.-t .the, mystiery of' 

an o;-~~ an; -t~~ -~~t;~~ ~;-·~h~ · ~~d~o·i~~~- ~~ {~ ·b;ing ex-
. ··.-·._ . ) . , .. ; r~- ·._ ·.. . •.: . ' .... ~ ·- ,!. ( .: r} ::. ., I'_:.. ., .. '·. _i r: .; 

plained, , -they·. ,have ·Jtb:e ; :elem.en~ ~l ?..f:· ~st~;y .: ,, ~~~e.!"1::~'-;JDl 
.1:··· . .-~ .. ·--- .·~.-. ·-_..~_-/, . .:;:- ::.;:i '•·;·_· · ·-~L -~ l -~-~ ·• } :::~-,-~:-· . ~: '-,';_, . ;· ~ .. ';:. :·-r:-:~·t:]"•-~.~--;,·: 

time·: :-inimemorial ,J:ia.ve, sought .explianat1---ons -f'er what they see 

in the universe or for that invisible superior power, 
•. t 

which contDols the elements or nature and the destinies o:f 
;. · :•; · ., t · .- · • ·.;· .•. . ~ . . ~ :~.. ~"'Ii:,,.,_ ... :~:-·_;~.: ,, ~~r.i•t"; .? 1,~ .. ~~ ~.: -~. 

mankind; against which man feels him.sel:f so helpless • 
."'i ~ • ..,.ftr: •.• • . ~. . ,. .• •}• : "'•.:~ '• ... , .... • .. •~ ·•::t(\~ . • :·~>:~ ~.,.:•._;,:i_; •. ~- :,.:i;\;,:-=1:.::•.~• ••• -:•:. ,-: 

: ..... 

. " '. ..~:' . 
.. . ·· ,·. 

: ; ~ .. ', . 
.. -•· ·.:. ; 
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ORIGJN OF DAYS AND SEASONS 

-. , ::. Every. gr0up that has. portray-ad the animal · j_n 
its literature has endowed him with the thoughts, 
a:.-etions·, behavior, and:'. respenses..?~f. . -a hUinan · ;being 
typical of that group. In the eonsultati0n ab0ut 
the · ·uni verse, _ the aniniaJ.s, in- the \fbJ;lowillg. story-. 
converse and behave in the manner or the G~manche. 
. The·· hwmning b.ir.d·, . vm.0.:-·a-etermines. the· -sea:st:5ns· 

in the narrative, is -called N~'bi-mu'ah (six 
months)· by the: tribe; even today7" - -

The story was told by Rachel Mow-wat as she 
hearg_ it ft.om Mow~wat~ ',•her. 'f'a:th.er-.m~law, r:i)1\ tw.y, 
1940•; i 

.- ·· . ·: Most. tribes , have .. ve·r ;sionS"• or. ·, the or-ig..in '~1" ·-. days 
and seasons~ Thompson• s Tales -of the North Ameri-

. · ~ Indians, . pp.-•. ~· 38:~;::., includes .two~ :. ·:. Qnev f'T0in· -the· 
Tahlton and the other :from the Iroquois. 

~, '. . i:.• ,,. 

When this world ·was- stil4.· cold and . ill- darkness·, all 

the .. animals got-0 ,together for a big ceun.cil... Some :Yf..ere ·dis­

s_atisfied with-- the da.+kne_ss and ·wanted· li~t. < -·Others were 

di-s .sati-sfied. ·vrith continuous eold. AU. · the animals were 

represent.e:d'l"":~birds, i. bears, , lturt1e-s , · · E)i.~ !}-OSStuil.s.'; ,:; ra~ueens:t . ;·. 

1e0y.ot.es, ;:iand 1 ~ ;; o:ther's .. r:t seated:-~ in.\ a -:.;. c-i .rcle0
:~ fu:i. uhe,·•t ~µt-.:, -:· . 

·they,.,_a:;;ked·; :::·J'Wha:t ·shall\ we(::db? i · How ·-shal.·l ' we: s~ttled.th.~.t ·:::-· 

question so.r~that .. all ',will,· be;~satistied?!! ,· · ,:i ,,.: :, :,;-- • .- .: - -.: ---\:,.\ 

•. :,:-::1 ,:;,:<-The eayote~,\,who wanted dar~ess -so that ·· hef ·ecSuld::d0 

his;_:litisehievous work; knew there W0uld ·be several animals 
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on his side. 11Let ' s hav~ a hand game in the tepee," he sug­

gested, "and choose up sides." 

They started the game. The bear, turtle, and hum-
.. ... .... , . . .. .. 

ming bird, among others, weFe on one side--the side that 

wanted the.'. li:ght.. They ke'pt,d ... o:si.ng , unt:iJ.... the be.ar·- went out 
~'; ';' .···.·~.:. . . , _.! ~: ! . .. · ... j> • , • 

of . t _he ·tent: ·.to~ ~m.a:ke:.-me·di.Jei.ne;.P;:,-, When:. hi returned · ·hi·s side 

began winning·. , Then _t .he· bear, arose: wirt'h .:c,onf'.idence, put 
_ _. ·. _ · _ _ ...... :.- __ ---~--~ ..:.. . _-:_,·: .. . , .. ' ::: :· T : •·~-~r-.... ~-:;..it ; . -· . . .. 

his .h$:d , :forward ~in-'an.F:i:mp1£em:fve·, ,ges;tur.e ;. , a.nd: ttb.en, ,thrust 
•• • • ·- -~~ ~- • • • ~ •• : • • ·: : ,7 •. >. 

1
~-:· ' "' "!'.)"'~ , ... :,, r, 

it toward the door. 

'.'We :shall ··then· have: daylight;:: ,w.at:,ch:;,my mouth ·:when . day 

breaks·.; you wtlli£' se:e;--·the:n.e; :.the · ye.11:ow' st;v·ea~ whic.h hence­

f"orth -wi1·1 be . the stgn ,of ··dawn~·"::-. ~- ,_.,._ :,. 

' The· huniming · bird, ·.pl'eased. with· ·the· bear' s 0 ,sp.ee·eh, 

added, ::~ ·:f'r.iend-s i · when aayli'ght eeme·s ·, l.ook, S:rt[ fill-.·mouth. 

·yom will. :s·ee; sd.x-.. tongue:S-tliat wi-ll. .'.mdi~atet .six:. month-s: ,o:f< . 

warin: weather and six. months: o'f <iol.d· weather;." :" :_ ,. · .. 

:· · .. ,::·; ~-." ,,_,,Wli.en .dawn:. ..eame,,f r- ;the'·, aJ:dmaY~ saw·,.:t,he·: ;yei.Yow:• str:(;$.k 

·1o11111heu-.nb.eaxif~s:1 mouth~;.;:1 ,Tlie:: 'QJ1mrn:1i ng 1:rumtii., t<q>.ened~ m:·s:.,input.lt ta 

~'Shout'.!, ~murr,a:hJ!f.,: an-a ·.tthe_ o:t.her1aui wa:ts_ :saw.,.,.tifa:t <he ::rieaJ.SLy 

1laiit' ;•six'.:rtiongu.e.s •. ;, Tnen.~·ct;tre·~1tmrii-;d?ng.<bixd :fxew. hap-pily.: .. out:_·. ·· 

;:th~; dQ.;Ori.1 ,. The.:ap,imais·-~_,_en 1the:: ·ll...o.sing•-~si:de., r..an.,:awa:y·~,fr:i _ght-

ter and SUllDD.er. 
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REGULATION OF THE SEASONS; ORIGIN OF DEA.TH 
: ' .f.. . . ';.. -

· . : The- st0:ey-, that .ro·llows •i1Uustrates a variant . 
that has existed, and is one of twelve previously 

.•:· . . pub-lisli'ed; :G:omruiohe~m_arrat;L~e.s :-that'· I .. have. :round .. ;, . . 
It appears in the collection of "Shoshone and Qo-

- nia.ncp:e Tal.es'!t ·by:: H. ·i'.Hi. .St;1. ·-:01a-ix ,and,~~ 1H.· Lowie., ~ 
J'0.urnal Qf American Fol.kl.ore, XXII (J:uly-September, 
.1909) , -2,79 .... 2a0. · 1Theuentlie' 1colleQ~i~A · shows cl.ear-· · 
ly the affiliation of these two tribes. 

- : . ·_ ! :~ . ._ . •. - . .. .. . •• • • • f • ~-

' , ·.· , . . · 

·.e .oyote:, .cal.led. a:ll: -the .. 41e0pl:'e:. tog.ether '. .. to d,ec-ide 

· h:d:w- ma:n:t ,winter months. ,and·. 'ho.w.; -many. . summer. '.months .. there_•: . 

ought. :t ·o .be-• . · ,They se.t ~up.. <a . large ; .. eottn~:il·:<10dge.. 0pyote · 

sat, o:ovm> in the.:·cent-re ·on -~he .:.w:e·st 'Side. He ,said, "We'l:l/; 

11:sten ·-ta , me 1 · ._ .. we -are ,to: de•eide lhow . m.any-, winter -and: smn~ ... 

mer m011th·s . :ther;e·.,ar.e-,t.,.o ;.-he-,"· ·. ::O~e .man .sai.d,, "Well, __ let.:us, . 

ha-ye six ,_1e.-q1<1 ,lD.0Ilths; ·l _et the.'·S.e.venth. b~. :o.old in -the ;~i:rst . .. , 

1:m:L~;; 8.Jid,/ j;he rema-inder . .- warm.-" C_oyot.e ~.saip,;~::''Sii~ .-.ool.d :-: 

moal,hsj.WQ.nJ.d,. ·.:lte :ib<i1;0 mtUch; ,vre· should suffer fNm the oo1d. 

; T~n s~elf-n:ths; we~ ib .e w;&0cL~:: .An~ile.P., IIW.ll ·;~ai~~} -·'"".If· ,__-. 

we .. 1had:- "§-en. ~e,1Y1mmitti,s,;: our gn_aa._t, V{.©,l:11.:d :?SJ.}qll-, ,;we:t-;shqw,.q_ 

~ ,e'r; ~ -:rhea~_.).',!., (mlaen Jt.he&dd.e.lt.at,~(}; .. . ., ·:-<bl.e l:it-tl.e. ~ ::-s_it­

>t~- by.·r bhe du<;}r~, :~o ~was named•:!:Snow~ird..',1~~idJ. "W~11'1, -•· 1 

· _ 1,ei;-· tisdiave.:..JS~- co.1-d; ,Dionthsr w:i~n one m.an:tJl,Jhalf,:rP0l.<l. ~d 

. on.~ ba.tt c.~oi;.'-~ A¾QY~te ms (i»~~t.~.VQJJ;; Q.f ::~~It i,h~t,}:qlPIJ~hs, " , t,· 

81 
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b~cause he wished to play a triek on th~lll... They·· wer~ de-

1,)ati-ng. The iittle man by the door .got up, and said, "S;ix 

c_o:J.d months · is~.pl.eµty ·tor 0$." S~ying, __ "Su months,-" h .E3 

~t .out. All. the a~$emply ro$e a,nd -f:Q;l.low~.d , him, .vepea:t--

ing, ttSi::x:· mon,t}ls_ •. .n Coy<;>te pade th~m. •w:a,i.t·. ~WJw..j; · mak~~ yoµ 

;pay. any ~~t.entic:>n to, ,t)la:t-·: 1-it.tl:e n!l.lll?tl!, B:ut: tb,e, pe_opl.e: did 

net listen to Coyote~ who. was thus unable to work his scheme 

en them. He went out last of' all, saying, "We shall have 

six winter months." .All the people laughed at him. "This 

is the f'irst time you have f'ailed to have your way." Cey­

ote said, "Now we shall have six cold months. Now, then, 

let us have . another c.ouncil to name the months." When they 

had gathered, he 8llI1.ounced, "The little man shall have just 

as many tongues as there are cold II10nths.n Then he named 

the months: "October, November, Deeember, J"anua.ry, Febru­

ary, March, April." All agreed •. "The little man will have 

seven tongues; every month o~e of' his tongues will pass 

away until but one is lef't." 

Arter the council was over, Coyote said; "Now, do 

.all of' you go over therel I shall join you, and we will 

decide whether aur dead. should return- af'ter the lapse . of 
. . 
· f'our days. Long ago that was our way. To-d.ay I object to. 

0ur dead coming back." They met. He called them all to 
the edge of the water. He picked up a rook, held it in his 
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hand, and spoke as follows: "Behold, our dead people shall 

do as this rock!" He cast it into the water. n'I'his rock , 
will not come back. Similarly, our people will not return. 

This earth is very large; but if the dead were to come back, 

it would 'be ·eI?~wde.d. • . · That: ·is. -why: .I ,ob.Jec.t ,,·to:--it:. " ·· All the 

peopl;e: ·agre:ed ·:mth him.··~. -S.inoe t J1.en· 61:ir, ·:dead :have -not re-

turned_.• . 

.. , 

. ; 

., . .. 

. . 
... . . \e:: .J ~· 
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ORIGill OF MM{ 

-Al th'eugh -a:--dif'f'erent -ver·sion -of· the ::r1:>El~rig , ·· 
story may have been in circulation~ there are ele-

-,... m;ent·s ;:in -tlits'Cone-~whioh sugges'tf ~ / it ili~s ,i:e··een i. -·' 

in exi~tenee only sinc·e the introduction 0f Ghris­
tianity in the tribe. It was written for me by 
Nathaniel Woomavovah in J"anuary; 19~9, while _he 
was a>stu«e:nt "-ih ,e:ache'-'·Higl:i: :sclio·(j,1;: :' t:., · ' ·_-,_ .,_; · 

, . . · 

The Great Spirit in the days of long winters and 
· , :).. · -: ... ···. · . . • ..... ~ .. . . . .. ! i· .::.< :_ · : ..... ...,: ._ .. ·_::•;_~ ::.· . . ... . . 

short summers, many moons ago, roamed this world all alone; -
• / _: -._- · \-~:·. · ·: -- /::. , : · : _'!: ~_.-. -.- :. : • • : .•• :: ~ -~· · : •• ~:- .(•~- • .., !.l ; ~. : ... ; .. , : •;•- -~ . .. ....... ; ~ 

he hllilted the ~eer in the g~eat f'~rest alone; he at~, slept, 
.L ·:' ··_-.; .!: ... 1-~: ·,::•:·l . .": .. : .. ~--!I~: .. . :: ..... t: .~- . ·_ · f' • • _-5.. ./ :·~ ·: ~--. ··· •:.:.1., : ·.-- ·.-:_, ·: : ·: ./ .. 

and fished in th~ great forest alone. 
••_. • " '--: :~. , '• .. :,• • • • • •-: _:-,. ~=- ,t -~ ~-- • :i ... _, • • .: l " •• ' ·"'I,!., ,-. 

0ne day he sat under a tall pine tree that swayed 
:!... :_;_._ . . · ·r --=· · : : · .--~·- .:~-:: ._· .J . :~ ·>.: __ :- .·- : :_. · t):~ .. :1 ·"' ~ -~·. ·-·. - : --': ,: . . •. 

back and forth in the wind. As he sat under the tree he 
. . . :i . ~ \ -~ .• :. ·, . . .. :~-~ .. ; : 

t~ought of the ~imal.s, or how, _they _were ne~er without a 
·::ri- :..... i = . ~~ ·: --~--: • - ~ ~- f-~: > :_. : -: : : •._1. ;_ - •• • . ,. : • - • •. ~-; : :~:. .• . J · r. :>~::.: ,._.,_: ... _.. .. ~; $ : •• ~-

companion. He thought of the _deer, the birds, the trees; 
.-·.,.:_. · . . ~ ... - --~::·:.:. ,: . : .. : .. •. :·,, ... •·,.,.", ~~ ~;~) ."'- .; · :.:. .- ·.,;·: . : _ ~< J •,. :; .. _'.:. ; ·.,.:::.-1 .. :·· :,-· 

and qt al+ li'tjng t~ings. They- al+ ha.d _compani0ns~ ~l. but 
-~.t- ---~:..r1-~.l :.:.u-~·~> ·t : i-... : ... :':3-..:;. .. )~1~l j_:.:. J '-:-;.-,·.,_ .. ~:"': · ~ :c- .-~.r~~ 1:~1·: .-f:.x.!;•~, ;.-; .~ 1. ..: .. : ··.:;t '-7:_ 

he.,. ';rhE_3 (½r:e~~ Spirit had ~o one to __ !ialk: t,,o; had no cqm.-
ano. :tisn . .1..n ·0110 ~:1;,1.a1t .::~1~r.:t :rl;1'·::~1.~n.B:~ '1·1>.~'l 1.~$i:_<. r;:...·.1.t~ ··t:.~.:: .::-:.:· .. ~r.-
]?anions to hunt with in the f'orest. As he sat there under 
.J...a/.~Y 1 rr.-r· r.. t~:·-~~,:_;..t:J._!35-1-•:r,1~.~-~-f~t· ..t e-1;.1..".; ?"·--"·:.\ ? '. :-.. I t_:.-:·~- :·.:~:-~ .. :~; .. .-! r,~\~.3~~~; -~:· ,·::} 

. the tall tree, lie f'elt the urge to make an animal with the 
°!f~l S-t ;~ ~)( .1. • 

. image of himsel.1". 
:ti1!:: ;.J:~~:~-c·t 

He started making an animal out of eoloriess clay, 
-~=.::: :~ 0: ll~ - .: .. ~.t1:~._, t'? :~: .;1:·--~~L -:::.i) ;:\:: .. :,. -~·=_.,:-. ~~- ~ :·:, ... ,.: ; ·,1:· ....... \.~. 

• TJU'.lk:ing it, in, ___ t~e s}¥ip.e q~ himself'. ,He mB:de -t;;he head, legs, 
•i :.:·~~ ... ~r~. :;·;. ~.:; --~~~\~~-;~; (~.:~ .t. \ ·::L .: .. ~.- !;\/~~~t:~ ·_/_" ~.-·., .. ~;.. -~-~~~.i·. ! ... . \;·~·-:~- \.r t ·' _; -:•·_~,t-. -

. . . 84 



····- ... - -- ··• 

\ ,. 

85 

a,rms, eyes, and all the physical . parts 0-£ a human being. 

Leavii;ig _it out in the sun, he went out hunting . to allow 

th~ t),~Yf·. ~n1.m.al. time. to ~. The Gre;:tt Spirit came back 

and found that his new compani0n had dried, but, to his 

disappointment, had an odd color, white. Since he could 

not bear to destroy his work, he breathed life into the 

new companion. 

He tried again, and this time the companion had 

a different color, black. The yellow man came next. Still 

the Great Spirit was not satisfied because the first man, 

who was white, made things of mystery; the black man was 

lazy and was always under the shade of a tree sleeping; 

the yellow ~n was always causing trouble. The Great Spir­

it began molding another t'igure, hoping that it would sat­

isfy his want of a companion. He made it with great care-­

strong, straight, and true. · When the b09-y dried, its 

color was red, and the Great Spirit was very much pleased 

to rind that the red man loved to hunt in the great rarest 

: .and t'ish in the mountain streams. The red man was not 

· la,zy, or a troubl.e-maker ~ and, he did not make things o-r 

mystery. 

The Great Spirit c~ed a1l his companions toget~­

·er one day and said, nr must go and fix a place ror you; 

when it is finished :r will come again and take you with 
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me to a greater place than this vvorld~ a beautiful plaoe 

with a great forest, clear waters, and cloudless skies, 

the HAPPY HUNTING GROUNDS.•~ 

r"• " . .... 
~ " ,•. -~ '> 

.. .. .. .., 
.... 

. · .. . 

) ·::-• .. ~ .... .. >, i 
• .... , 
••• I 



TH.is origin ,s'tor,y :-is .taken :in·. f'ull. :fr.om ·the 
l'rertousl.y ·metitioJ\~~ ~1)·-~: -,~J.aj,!:.,;~d. Lpwie., ~•sho;'!"' 
shone, and·· <Jein.anehe· .,..a1e·s; t:t :-1p¥ 1 i2a2-~ ,__ , , · . -

··: ~ . . .. ;•,'. . ' ~-. ~:·: ... ::, &. ~~--~ · . ..:.l • • •• I .. ' • :-.·~ 

. . .. ' . . . 
A· v~ry long time ago there lived a f'amily o·:t seven. 
,. ; ; .• ~ -~ , . . . - :;':: . f: :~ ~ : . _._ <· .. • ~ ~--

The parents -got ·angry at their children, f'our of' whom were 
'. \; .' . '.·. • -.• . . ~-, ! ,:._ . ..'.>, : i J. , :\.~ .• • ; > -! I .:. P :. •· , --:' \;.. :; .' : .. ,~ •t • ~ : 

boys; arid -'the- young-<?st· :a ' ·girl. .• ' · · The ,::£at1l:e-r .decl.are,d to them: 

"We are going to call a council to decide what all of' you 

are to b·eoome~- I am ·angry· at you. -A11 ·or you .'w:1,:1..1· -go,. _f'ar 

off.:~-'· ,Make . u.p'-~our. mi-n"ds· as--to .lwh:&t :you .. w1.-sb: to: 'become;-.n 

T-hen: tlfe ,oidest°,'brother asked :t ·he. other.-..chi.ldre,n to- .gtve 

their ad:vice as t ·o wna:t .--they. were to ~-b.ecqme •. : ~ne:-'. of 'them 

said, "Our .:rather~ ·'·is··~ailgry . at; 'us. j];et. U:S al1 become stars. 
-

'Wa"fild.'--tlia:t>:aiJ..· ·-:o;t us· miwft' 1Jec0.me .. :sta:rS'!.0 Whatever '-we .. choose, 

-tlla.t we' -'shall ·turn:.:·intd.- ·,•.!.Let. ·us.~·wait f'or our father, and 

tell him-;-~s :Jso~n ;~-a.slli.e dr.-e~s.;.1'!:_~_. ·'.WlJ,'en,.·:tJheir '!:,:flathe.r :Tatum-
. . 

:,..;ed:; "v'Jie i eorisen-ire&:·:t;o· 1:~t. t-n:emTl;ie'e'omevc"St'83."~."•·,, .c,:.-Then they le:rn;. 

'~-T-lill.>t ;,if.g liew?illeyJ:tfeo'.a.me ::..-si;ar s ;/ · ·•:-: 1.Dlia'.t;,. i-s '.. why ;_:.there 1.-are ,.,a.even 

, :~st•a.fl~ <'!Jl@aK'.fi:igt d'Own/,upen~-~s Tf'rom.Lab<1~e* ·:"!rb:e .. ?OneyinL~e ,reear , 
-_,-:1-s ttliEi 0yau.nge'st ''.~hild; .,·.:whfret the -. young 1nen _·,ar.e ::in :front.' 

- A• •• • 0 :._ ~ • °'• ,j,. • 

' ... . . : - ... ~ , ... :.. 
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HOW THE SPOTS ON TEE MOON ORIGJNATED 

. . ..J]l;l.is . o.r!g·in $t~;t"Ya.7ino1udes: a- :~:P.aracter that ·_ 
the eomanohe call Pe'ah-!!!22_'pitz (big owl}, which 
from :{lil·: ·:~~~eun:v~.~ j;$.:,.;.~-1cot.n1>,;.,~:t:i~P. giant, m,,on~ter., _ 
human being, and owl. The above name may be com­
~a,reQ, ·.with Tsa-'M,...moo ';pit.z .(-~o~ owl,) and oh- o'hah -
{owl). --- · .- ---' ... , , r ·r kop~ah ( r~d'. ne_~fC: .q~d) . _is . th~· name f'Qr · 
buff' o · oalf'. · 

'.flh:e..-:narr_at_9.r.~ T~hq~, }."!31~:y_ed· _t~e st9ry_ 
through an interpreter, Herman Asenap;· in dul.y, 
1.940:e . . . ) :; ' -. .. 

· t. ; ·~"' : r ~ ' . _ _ : ~ t ·• ..... !_.> i: :·: ~ ~; - . -:: E f ;· .. 

A group of' girls were playing in the ·woods a short 
-:· . . . ...... .. ~ .. 

dista.riee f'rom the camp. Playing here and there, they paid 
.. -- , .. . ·: ;--

little hee·d to ·their wanderi~ or to the passing of time~ 

!ii the meantim'.e the .. b~n:a·'· or Ii;:d':i.ans had found it 

necessar;-.\~:·,b;~ak···up their' 'c~p,: ~<{kov~· on. "iii' th~J~/ 
hi~e . th.et' 1"org~t ,;he lit tie .. girJ.:s. . 

l .; Th'"' ft T 1', J • ..., t ?"f'~:::.), .. ·t· _ ... ! ..::• .. ·· •~-t,'." •.:h:: ·; ·-·~ . 

lt11Wvill'S:g·e-'s·afil thlrt··.-a.1.r •·the'' tepees were gone and that the 
' 

}":.iAtc.~'-: •·f"q:_ '.- ( ; :' i ; · j. ~ , -~·;, ·'_: •• : • .' ~-:_::,; -._;.'.:': · - ~ --.: , _"':"~ :-J ·:~.:~:··~-~:..: ..... _ . . , ~. 1'..; . ,' • 

Ca.mJ? was eoiiiple·tely cleared. · Running back, she reported 
--:-·! -_t1.·;.:s, ,-.il··~~- ~·, .... .- ~ ;i•.-; .:··· ~ '.o: . !,·~ _-:.·:·, -.,.~-i ·; :.-.·. ) ~,J-·· .,:.,_:r·:-·.-,;. ·• . .:t ~·-/·-:: ,_ 1-. : · :. t·~~--- !-~:, · 

:l:ret"·d'isceve'cy t ·o the' otliers.· ···Believing he1t ·stor;f im.po'ssib+e; 
.tli·o:tah~t. giri _s:eht 'iili~the;;;\ti:• ;~Jt ~ ·sh~:,,;;iii· tli~- samt3 
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led the -way back toward t~e camp, hoping there to follow 

the trail their parents took.·. 

By this time the. youngest child,• becoming hun:gry 

and cross, began to whimper. Nothing that the girls could 

do seemed to quiet her, ;_ and- her crying became l.9uder'. . .. · 

- · "Su.ddebly -t •hey , heard a f'ar-o:r:r voice calling them. 

They stopped to, lfiften; · Tlais ·. :vo'iee, that. --se·eme~ to- eoµie 

f'rom the direction of the stream, spoke again and again. 

"Come-'to me-. :- · I :'.·shall . care .1:"0r y.ou,. .(fome~ C:b:m:e., 

Wist:fully",-· riot-1 knowing<wha.t·· €il1aEt t ·o ·acf; , they: :roi.:...-'" , 

lowed the- 'VOice,-.·:· "It- le'd: them/ dieser · and · closer-' to : the 
. . · . . ......... .·. 

. ... ~ ·-

'fhe!"e- before them sat Peah Moopitz. 

ntflome 1 neare:JJ·;-- r-,:w:iJ.i.-..not ·h~ ·yon. -'· ~will;- qUiet' -

the chii:d/. :i J"ust~· :Leave her '•her,ij.'.nea:r· me· wtie'r.e -;I • cati.i vre:trch., .. · 

·o,ter. lier'· ~an.d-·:e'are "-r-01f-her~:vmile.~,._yau~,go ··oii-' :.wtth·--.y~, p11a~~ :..: 

i ti5rig'.•,"' the great :f'igure said": 

'F'lfa.rffi' 1oit''-di'SO lr~ying~-1.sb. {zdortfi~rbus·,. a . bei~-~' ,.•'!the--.: 

~ -frl:a\ db1e'yelPTa.n'd: :YiefJ,:·~sooi:l'- ''.:fapt]i'el;'!''d6wn stream splashing 

and bat_htfng>ih tlie :'vfcft:er; .T- Wlleri ithey -ret~n:ed:; and ·while 

_ ,_,P.,eah Moopi ~ .wa-s:-.not~_-10.oking ;.- ·:the ::.ehlld· ·c.onf'i(lejl :;h.~r.. · .··· 

: __ ~r"iighte:ning; 1.e-x;p~r:l ene~s:.(wi th ~-tie; giant.~": Jrls - a1ntses ~o;-:Jtl-s 
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threats, and his promises, to her older sister. While the 

group was gone, she- r!;3l~ted, he -began telling her she was 

just_ i;;Jie kind o-f little girl that he liked; good, beauti-

ful, and ~eal;thy. 

she plead~~-

':. ·.·, 

. ,, ... . . 

"l:t,you-.. d.9 R.Q~ -::~o ~~ : ":}: -e~mma:.g..d, ·J; &hali ha,rm-,yau.: 

f :•~ha1;_. ~a~ y-~ut '! he threatened. 

T?.~ll, -<~n ~h-~ :-mid~t -,9-f_ ~e.r f~igb,t . t~e groy.p r.ei;.ll+.lled. 

Th~ _.g'-_~i,s w~:+;e -~l_re~dy WOI;+:i~d l~st-. t_~ey b~ .:Jmabl~ 

to f'~ll;~ t1:ie tr~:i:,-~ of.~.tl!~-~ . p84"ent.s, .b1:1y :-~}!ey -~re'.:tl9W : 

more ·oo~~-ea;ned abQut~thei+: .,liyef! _ und.er--the p~,er .: o(.,.,t,W.s 

c~pe s~~-~ly,, ... ;~ur-.-~t o~ -W.~ d~.?- !;e ~t.~he~ ,_,~ c9~s1i.~tly," 

t);,~e '._~i~~_e:r;-, \V~~ll~-1{d ~~ 3sb,,.~1-~Q.UOOt_ 1~e ~~"A-°'~-:9:f'- ~~~- ~.l:des.l6-._ 

· · · \I.V(e 1~~1_::t ,-~- ._. R.~_;:~~,d c:O,~rt~~ ~s, ;~d,;~h,,n. Wtl 

nl-..o,u1 A o.'.1 .1 'PA,..; ,an. P _..,.,,.'°' •.aa.t.,:::i , e,...~i*eA,,v, ,.< a ~ . , ....... . · •• , - i ,,,. • • · ·.c •• 1 ~~~~. ~ - ':(~.,......,~i.::: • ~-Q.l:\V. i.;;.,., ..J,.-~., ~V. Ii .. ,~ .. J-.';jl e:.r.. :•:,,) -. :.~· .. ~ ...• .! •• :-t-~t· .• • · . · ... .,:-i 

'.:i~ · . :"' •. "·1-.. ha-v.~ .~ ::!qtia,,. · _,·I: s~U p.~r.s~d~ ~ll.iln: t:Q:---;iet us 

go a short· -distance,;down ":.the·.str-ea.m ,:·t:o :bathe t-he 11-ttie 
:gi-rl .:::and ;wash.-.-some ·,.iJI:athes," said the oldest after some 
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thought. 

Peali Moopitz granted the girls permission to go as 

she suggest'ed. 

"•But dontt go ·beyond . ca.ll-ing di stance. · ffll:eri. I cal.l, 

you ·must ruiswer ;and . eome ·back ·nere , ,u., :he instructed them. 

"We premise~- fa.ithf'ul.1y:,,,.\to do .'whatever'·#OU. --.$ay·:j;:f~ 

you will let us go," said the girl, taking the smallest 

child by t ·he ,- hand. 

. \ .. · .... -. 

· · · ·· · "Frog, tt : said'· the ·oldest-~ "w'e -·are ·-!I.If'.serf6us 'dft;:." 

ficul ty. " We are 'lost 'from· mi~ :;,people and want to find the 

trail that · will iea.d. to them/ but a terrible'.· giant has us 

in ···B.1.s p6wer·:=.anH. fill do us ~-liarln. · ··" We .. 'told hiin we woul_d be 

h~re wash:1.iig~ but we want to fitrd the-·t,rail. be:fore dark: 

ca.ii yot{ii~lp tisr He; will ·sooh'·:ciail±or usl'to~· r'~"tilrn. Will 

you~ kindtFr~g:-- pieiiise· answer· f'er···us?-< J"ust ·say,;·, 'We··are . '::1 

:stln•· busy 'MlSh'ingi;=t ~ aria:~wfii'i'e i: yoti-'· ·iirEf'answering him we. ~ll 

:be able tt~r'tJR--~t-b11 dli-fety.irtt! !:~,;:,~-;:· .'· ~,>:,_:r r.··:•.U.,l; ·' ' r:.~; -~- ·.:, ' ., .= ,.~ 

:i.S (;1°! ( c,:• ·: . .'i¼:j: f 1.i_ ~-~/ wftat:;,.:t l Ctili:'; f-Cj1J you_'('girlS:;··::·• Ri!ril--·alci)Dg ;··J.;:( ;, 

. have a good0 s'trbng:; foi-et:,·;that' wi1:1t::.;~imd: : seLinu~h <J;ike_'.:'·10urs­

·\;•1iai :heG~1_-t:iicft.'· hoti'o·e "th~:;.,di~te"i-ehce:;'tt 'sala/ ~eg~-: ... ··:,.1.-1 

:_ :·_. ··· Th~, but not entirely relieved, the g~_ls ·ran-



It -wasn't long before the giant called, "Girls; are 

you coming?" 

"Vie are still ~sy, :washing:, n came the answer. 

More t ·ime passed,, a:nd ... again the giant call~d, "Come 

baek, girls.,- . y.01;1 are staying 1:ioo ·:tong.-'!,· 

,"We. : are . ~ill busy;; . ~ _king t' •hog· rraith:t'u:1.ly ·answer-

:. ! . . 

,._ The. giant- : ~_allad again-- ~d :aga.in.,_.,_,·- He. always heard 

tlle · ;Sam~ a:n.sw,er'.. . . .Be.coming :·sus,,pic·i :ous, a'.f'~.e.r: ·the, f o:ur:th c.all: , , 

the. ,giant, .starvt.ed ·t~.ward . .the . p~e:e ·where the,,-M"oioe :was-. As 

he . nE>.~ed the spot, lile _-_._was, ~sti.a.l,:·unabJ..e. t :o .. see the girls. 

"Where are you~" he conn:nanded. 

"We are still busy, Wc:'tshing," Frog _creaked and-­

plunk--he jumped into the stream and was gone. 

Too angry to say anything, the giant with a loud 

roar started down the trail the girls had _ foll.owed. 

The girls, in the meantime, had run until they were 

completely exhausted-. They met ·Ekah Koorah. . 

"We, fµ".e in _great dang~r," they cried_; "the gian.t 

is chasing ~s and we can run no .farther. C_an you help u,s?" 

"I'm not very big, but I shall d0 all in my_ power·. 

iForm a circle b_ehind me while I face the enemy alo11:e,~_: sai~ 

the baby bu:f_f'al0. 

/ 

t:t,r----+ 
i 

By this time it had grown dark, but a bright moon 
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was .shining in the sky. They couJ.d see the great giant 

coming into the clearing 9ver the hill. Hearer and nearer 

he came, growling in anger with every huge step. Another . : '• 

step and he would be upon them. 

Suddenly. t ·b:e, little bu.f't·a.1e .,made-a · w:~lJ..~.ti.med lunge 
••• • "!. · : 

:forward,. · stri:kimg:,the igi~t/ l"ight -:-in the ,:·middle ; -.:and- -oemph--
.·. · . ., . . :') ..;. . · ~ .... ... .... .. , . • - · ... t :;\1( ~; \ .. -.. · ... i: _ 

the giant .was , thr.own far up into, the·;_nf:ght ·slcy"~:. He never 

:fell back to earth, but .as the girls looked up i-nto the 

heavens, ;,th.ey::· observedi'dark -1spl0tches 1appea.ning -on· the moon. 

Ever since that -·.tim.e ":wn:en tll.e 1.:gir1·s .,we ;ue -saved by .. Ekah.-'· 

K.eorah; ·:we ·-.have: ha:d a.ark ·spots •: <:jn the !m00n;,. 

, ' 

"' • ... . ,· 

• • •• C ~• • '!°' .. . · .. ,\ .. .... .. .. : .: . . 

,- 1 · ,. •".:. ;,.,. -... .. . -, . 

. :,,_. 
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THE DESERI'ED CHILDREN 

. The following ,. story is taken :from .St. Clair · 
and Lowie, "Shoshone and Comanche ~ales," pre­
viously mention;e.El, :P:P•::.27!5~276. · :As. a.n ·earlier-~ . 
version of "How the Spots on the Moon Orgin:a-ted," 
it ._contains most. of :the essential elements ~of the -
story in circulation today • 

. . . . 

:.Long ago :the ::tndians :-yrer.e eamping·. in a eer.tain 

place.. F.our chUd.iren- w,ere ·,·playing by .a· cr.ee],c. ..And.older · 

girl with a _b~by _on.'.her. ,ba~k,:came to -:·jein t .hem. In the 

meantime all the Indians J'llO;Ved .away ·:without the ·eh~ldren 

no"\;icing _it,. as they we.re stil.l playi.ng by the ·creek~ At 

la~t on_e o:(_ -1~hem Mppened·. -to l.Qok ~P to~.ds .the camp and 

c~uld not see. the l .odg~s.. . H~ .called out to his mates, 

t .e_l).~ -th~m 'til;le ca.mp .was. brQken_. They _:cal.led :him ._a '11-:er~ 

and s~n.t B;l!Other one to look. Re- r .~ported the .. sama. Vf8.Y• ··-""· 

'Ph_ey :d:i4 na\.-.. P.~lieve..,h:j.Jnj· :.e.-ii.ther.-•. ;A thill'd .one went:: 'tQ· ··, :;, 

. :J:~k~,i.@d a.!bs~. t~.QPor.t:e_q, ;,_~p.~t-:~ .t-~re · g-0ne ~- · ·.0It ~~: .. ·get.ting 
! ~ 

he fwi.11 

94 



95 

hear you.~' They got to the house, , and t-he little child 

hegan: to _e;ry-. Owl .heard him. "Bring my n ephew here!" he 

said. The: . chi.l.d•• .. thought .it \'Va.iS::really his uncle, and_ .:wanted 

to .,go ---to him. His older si.ste'.t:'., UQject-ed, . -bu.t he pers:isted • 

. At 1:ast. she :said, 11Wel;I., ·let J.1;s .-,g~:t. .ove_r there!" .~en. ·all. , 

went to··,tt1e . . tlwl. The ol.d~~ ; girl-· was afraid.- ·· "If.he· big 

Ovr+ nil eat ' ua.," sh~ · sai.d. -~h~y: g0t .. th.ere. 0wi l.IIijl].e_di­

.ate.ly wa.nt:ed ;to ~at _ tJ1e,·· ell:L:~d.,- Tlre , ehil.o.re.n . })ega,n -to plan 

-how: to e-s~~pe,·_ • .;.- _ -~l:).ey sJ1.id~ ,;th~y,,-.yro,nted t.o .,vm..sh by the _:<;,~ek:. 

-Owl.. permitt'ed"..:th.em -tO/ -.gQ-_, ~.but-·1bade,: the¥1, hurry .. --back. · They. 

:llle;t ·a Frog. there .• · "-Frog, ; we . -.are~ ±n- -urouble.,. and -call: .up9n 

:y-oq..- :t0 hel:1>·, . .us.,.. _· Tha;t owi ·--want'.S:· .t-o_._.·eat·. u~:• -~,.~-Yes, L wil.-1 

.help· .y,o:u.-tt .--"We\ are .- going· t~ -·nm Qf'f:, " . they_ :sai5t. : -~When , 

Owl cal-1.:s us, _ do· you-.answ.er -for JlS, 'No~ ·we ar.e still-- wash­

ing.:' .:Jµst -cen~-inue :f90J_ing hil!l;1 :~o -~that- we· will. ,have a , 

ibig .;_star:t:.~}jef'o:ce.-.;he :f-ind:s:. -.out .• rr .. :.., -OWL,~ca:lle!'L- t-he .ch.il:~en. 

Frog ~wJ:me.El ,, . ·" ·We. ,eye st,j_l,l . ws-b.-ing." He., -Depeat,edL~~: gave:. , 

-1iae ·i'Sru® X:~l~;· .. .to~i4-~ , h:b11.,_ .-;,;OwL -.at, last :~il.:i,tgll:"b: rtihey.:: h~d:--, 

~ -~~-~.. lt~w;elk.'Q0:tl~e.:kiiUg,1,t'o~:.,. thelll,n:~d "e.YeW, .. -£.f3W ;pae..e~, he 

1~..a;l.}-a__<t~,<'~®1..-~s -~~-l.;yren-t A:1l._ong_.:,;('Jfroug·_ c.0.ntinu~d -to an:swer.~ 

·}:"'l;~~•.J:>JlQ.~!.§t· h~~e :t~qi:ed;_·yq~~(- ~l-The.: ehil(iren., ::..w:~Jlt' awa~., a ;tong 

. :tin1e.-} ,~0..1~ { 1' ..owl.;:. s)3.id·:, - ;1.1"YQ.u ·, ,,:th,iltl.,.'egg-ea. r.a s.eal.., .. -Yqn .. hsi ve.; <be en 

•.fP.Ol.ing..,..- me p ~. 'l';au ~av,e · .. le:t,, my game ;rtm·- away.· : ·I :w:ill .:ld.l;L 
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descended;- the ·Frog jumped into the water, leaving him 

standing on· ·the -. bank.1 

Owl.-· -f'ollowed ... the -children~s . trail. He had never 

been kB.own:·to -Tose-· anything. After a short -time he came 

in sight of them. They were fleeing as fast as they could. 

He was holding h~s stone club in his hand. They got to a 

big creek. There they saw a Fish-Crane sitting. "We are 

coming to you. That big Owl is after us. Help us?" He 

.,: took a louse t'rom his head, gave it to the oldest girl~ and 

said, "Put this into y0ur mouth. Though it tastes bad, do 

not spit -it out before you get across to the other side~ 

If you do this, I will make a bridge of my leg, so you can 

get across." She took the louse in her mouth, they crossed 

over, and then she· spat out the louse. Owl got to Crane. 

"0 Cranel there goes my game. Help me aerossJ I want to 

,:f. catch them." Crane offered to let him. cross 0n the same 
: ~::· 

conditions as before. Owl spat out the louse in mid-stream;' 

(,:i'Jf and-fell inte the river. He got out.~ and again pursued the 

\ehilq.ren,. He det·ected them 4t the epen prairie. Seeing 
' 
!him; they were frtghtened. ~What are we going to do?" A-

:Buf'f'alo-Calf" was lying in fr.ont of them. "Buf':fal.a-CaJ.:f, 

protect us~"~-~I do not know whether I ean help you; but I 

'will try. Stand behind mel" Owl' came up with ~is mau.1..:· 

foolish\ You lmow I won't re~reat frem you. 
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That is rrry game, I will kill you." Calf' stood still;' paw-

ing the ground. As Owl. approached him, Calf' charged on 

him, and threw b,im. straight up to the moon. 
• • ;_. -•.• ·.-_ { -.. _! ' • . • ·, 

-... ~ ; 

is still sitting in the moon with its maul. 

... , -· . . , . . 

~--.• ;. . :' .. : :.... . 

• f 

. . i ·, ·. '. -

. , . - . -. 
. .. ✓ • . .. ~- . •• 

, 
r!:~·tJ1: z-:-~~:}J :: 

.; 

'I, • • ~ 

•,• :\. -·'· ; ,.• ... . . . -... . ·, 

Hence the Ov.rl. 

-... -· ... 

.. ;.., 

;. ' 



Ni..1:ni :p8~ · 8.IJ.. elf,. in ~:to~e ~~~,P~et:s .~.~ .be co~~, 
parer'.~ ·c;tip.i _a,_ <>:t -~opean origin. He is 'the 
maker of arrowheads for the Indians~ who may use 
them against their enemies. . 

Th() __ stocy<was .WJ.1'.it.t _en,j by .;~9~ge Ma,rt1,n; :a .ror­
mer student or Cache High School,'. as he heard it 

· :froi;n rW~_~!.q~e ~t· ® ~ld~~l.Y>C~~h.~. wo~ wl,3,e; 
before her death., lived ··south of Cache. It was 
rel~teA.'. in. ~etoJJ~~-/ l-9~' < :·;- . ·. , -·. . . 0: ' ·!~: 

.:- ,; ' . . ~1~ 5 J. ~.: ... ~ '. -i:,,;;• . .. . . ~:· ·~ •. .,,. · ., ... ! ·. . -. . • 

Far away in the mountains lives Ninipi; who is so 
·,. . .. !~ -- t·.:- ✓ r···.·· .- ··t:-.:_ .,: · ... -,.; -, ~--·.ii'J.fti\ ~ :~ -···· •;! 

small he would not stand as high as your knee~ · ·He sits 

high ~p on a ··r~ck~' a'.ni ·-~n ;;;r~~{'i~;s-'iie works aii :d~y 
. _(· ( \ , :: . - 1-; -:: •. ·•t ·: ' 1 -.. ·- • - ., • • • • -: ' • ' • • .. ~ • - - • • - • 

chipping on a special kind of stone shaping arrowheads . 

He uses them at the tips 0f his arrows when he goes hunting. 
. • . . - -;--. . •• • ., -~·ti• • 

Yau may not believe it;1 but t _he iittle fellow uses buffalo 
·.- .• - ::• :'·:t;: .. , ... 1 -~-\{:~-~1 ,: 
ribs ror bows. 

You can never really see him; but y@u may hear him 
·:y.f'!;· ':;;:·-~ .. : . ._-;.·~-~--~•:i~.:. (.:..:,·t, 1 ';._:. ·--:~~~; .. ; .. ; ~;f.1 .·;; .h .. -·: .... ~ . .: .. ;,.; . .. , ·~_ : }.. .~. 

ohip~ing, chil)p:i,D.g, chipping. Suddenly, then, you may hear 
: Sl).(1~tr' :;r..:t~ 't.:11.t-S:>.t \'?<.i h~1.T$..~ l·).?;'ry"! t ~-~.:·r .. :; .~~~r.t ~ t ~ 

' his little rootsteps as he runs away as rast as he can. 
:;.-•~i. :"-:'""' --t·1,1fit ,:.•.-~,;• ·-"" ~ .... ~.-.,.;.,- .,....u,~ ... ~..._-f·· •r-r·. ~ :.~._ .... . ~ __ .. _ - .. -~ -~ ;_ ........ •. 
i.-t·~;-o;;_ ·'ar~---il~d ··;;it mai be sb'.~t i ~• t11e· ·b~·east.'bi -the 

··= :)';/: . . · .. ·:·-~_:··-.- · -.:-, ·~-~; ~··1 .\ ;~;\'_.-~·-_;_:::· ; ,-:: -.::-..:::.J:;.~·- ~-~-\ -'\, 
not be able to cure you and y0:u wauld be in great pain un-

:· _. _.~ ..• ;;~.:~<J~:- -_; __ .::· ::· -:_~-:}•,:.-.:·· -~. ;:·~- ~ 

til death wouid finally overtake ye-U:: 
c: :_:·,.·. :. .~t.~·• .. _ l!_) ~ ... :_.~: -~· --~';?:;~ .. ::~ .. .- =~~ ·-~ -~ 
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THE BEER THAT ATE PEOPLE 

The . story., l;l.S gi:ven· .. here, ·.\va,s related • by Ra.clrel · 
Mow-wat in. J"uly, 1946~' 

Many,: yea.rs . . ago-:deer: at~ htnnail: beipgs·-. · ~,For a · 1ong 

while a . band: of Indians suspected that the deer o:f the moun­

tains where.· t ·hey ·eampe:9- vrer·e ,, dev:ouring m,embers . o:r·· the \· tribe,. 

who fiem:.time to time disappeared. Tw@ medieine men who 

studied tlie·: situation:· c~neluded: :that the victims had been 

driven back--•into· a large·. secl.ud~d ··cave-.., !l'he' .in.edicine men: 

went · to the large cave .. ·to. talk1 to .. "the chi·e:f guard·. wl:J.o sto-od 

at :the .entrance·. · 

"Ho:w are· yeu tlii·s · morning,~ n ;. ene ·. of.: them -said. as. 

· they:: appreached • ... , . ttYou.: l:ook , so :rat., an-a,: .. heal. thy; ... wha. t do · 

you ' ea.t~ ' 

",We,; eat:.:-:go~d; <: -that/ 's :. all~ ff ,· .sn.~a·,, the •' a,ee~~, . ·· Y I ~ll 

K··; :'..·_: 1 ·s-JiMv ;-oux·w.at:cweg~~ ... been eating." 

f-, : . Th.-etl.D the·~:·_ ae·~ii, :::t><:>okr:-:one::· 0t' tile 1'.'our~:. sti.oks-· b~t•<tre 
;~ . 
(. 

&. :· ll~i':tkn.s~k~d1;; Qm_;:-,thi3·Hi<>0r~ and, at the same time; call.ea.~· 
~' ,· ' , . 

. "0ne fat buff'alo," A buf':falo eame out.· 

He hit the door again and called for a b~falo 
. 

. cal.:f • A bui;falo ~al.f came out: • 
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"That is all I'll show you~" said the deer. 

The medicine men were not satisfied because they 

did not believe they had seen all that was in• the cave • 
.............. 

"We must sneak up on him some way~" said one;;, 

"Let's change the sticks, when he isn.' t . ].ooki~," 
"'. \: (.-' ·: . . :_· .. : 

said the .9t-her. ·, '- .. . . . ~. . ... _,. ~ . 

~ere chance crone , soon-, - and the:r-- grabbed ~ stick; 
.. . . .\ : ";, : . . ~- --~-

a diff:erent:·one. 
. . 

"~ :~e~,~ -1J.h~W.--' ¥.~+J..9dra1s they .,poundea at the door •. 
• ., • • • • • '\ • .:~ ; . -':" ! •i ._ ~ "': • •• -:•;t ' 7 • • I • ! • 

Two men._ came e.nt-. . ,. . . . 
,__ _-·· .. 

"~or,e ••II!-ep._;_~~ ,_they..,demanded • . ; : ·. ·. ~ .· . 
. .- ... ·,: - : · . . ·. -~ :_:.:..,--•·; ·· ~-·\ ' ! . , . ·; _· ~. 

Ane1;_ .this ,-. last o.om:mail.d:, ,many~ came· out .·of the :.cave--
·- i : .. · .. : .. J:"'·', '!:~: !+ •• 

Indians and ·_wltite ·•m.§3~ too;~• .. All of them had bows and arrows. 

These men unitedly fought the ~eer that now seemed to come 

from all directions. When the battle had been won and most 

of the deer killed; one of the medicine men spoke to the 
.. :1o· .-_ ... . , ... \J .. ~-- . ·:. ... _.. ·.: ~: r :. ~- =· :· . =- ;· '"· 

remaining deer. 
"' ~ . • .. , . ·. r:• --~ 

.. •· 

"No\'i' that we have. proved . ourselves stronger, we 
. ... .._ i ·j ·~:• -.: ~.::: ~: ) - _ : .::; .·/ . . ... . · • ... . .... ~:-~· :,::.,:...:',; •• • f._:,·;( . ·.·_.::~·:·~ •·.:·:·: . . . 

· will start eating you,." 
(.)ti ::i 1.-.r:.r '1~-::-\--.. .:._·:~".;---! i · t,.r: .!) j c--~~>.: ~- ~ :,: .. =- •• : ..... -:·.: :· •.• ~:~ · : • .... . •• • ; .. /: •. • 

Since that time deer nave not eaten people, bu~ 
>!~- •:'i ~- . . _.:./. : . ., !-~ .. ·----~_. . t~. -~~\·_.- . .... -:.. ... ···=-~/ :.:' ·. -:;~. :,,.:· ·: ~: .. \ 

: people haye eaten deer_ •. 

..:.._ 

-.• .. • •, ... 



TWO ~UFFALOES THAT SPOKE 

"Voi~·~s" tt,sn~y . imparted particular int·o~­
tion to the Comanche. Among the animals, the bu:f­
·falp,: M ~.sp~e.ially che::t".il:!hed ereature, was most · 
signif'ica.n.t. 

•NoomahJrah, Jbrother-.:1.n-law) _is a fii,endly term 
of address often used in conversation between ani­
~-s in<~ndian,-_na,.~.ratives. •. Tb,e -Apache tales con­
tain the same term. 

, Pe'ah Quasi !!2,'novit {Big Beaver River) joins 
the North Canadian River in the region ot the Ok~ 
laho~:·:-P.a.nhan~~ -whe~e· . so~~- .of·· tn~-._CQIW:!D.Che -w~r.e . . 
located in the eighteenth and ninet.eenth centuries· •. · 
.. ,_ 8cSpk0.-wecbki (Land Searcher) is the name char~e­
terizing one <?f the men, a "scout," in the s1?ory. 

~-eAqu.ak1.U\:-,i ~the .. :lla;rrator, told this story, and 
Herman Asenap, his interpreter, gave the English 
version in-·l ,u;J.:y f -194(). · -~ 

t'. : .~ ;·~ - • 

Long'' year's ago· when t 'he·'-comanche lived north of 

what 'is n?w !mown as the North Canadian River, ten warriors 

were sele~ted \ 0· g~ ·-~ri' a·· ;~id 'i~r' hors~s. ·, Aft.er traveling 

south f~r··, soin~ a:isi~~e ;· .they --~t~;;ed at a certain place 

to ·rest. 
\r ·• . ,. 

They were ~6on aware of two buffalees appreaehipg 

on a narrow trail,. o~ii~ --: j egging along behind the other". 
~•;~... . 

. '··· -~ ',:·: •. ~ • -•• ~ •• : I : • • 

The leader of the ·warrio~ group said to one of th~ 
•• • •• · :-- :.: • .: ._ - ._"1- ~.-t: ~; . . 

-braves~ uGo over and kill one fer ·rood." 
--•·:_ ·. 

Usu.tlly every warrior among any group· of Indians 
,, 

was an expert in some special field. The leader, knowing 
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the ability of this brave as a buffalo hunter, chose wisely. 

Going forward to- meet his prey, the hunter went just 

so far along the side_ of the trail and then he remained in 
.. - : . 

ambush; hidden from view, he crawled nearer the path, ,vith­

in shooting · dis~anoe,' -to _1~wait ·tb.e passing of the :buf'faloes • 
... : ' ; 

"Noo~-rah," the~ voic,e .said.,.· "what river ar~ we 

nearing?" The sound seemed to be coming from the second 

buffalo. 

·nnert't ·-you· knew~ this river?"' · the first and larger 

"This river· ·is the:· Nortlr-Canadian; there .. is a lit­

tle -creek~ Peah :Q,uasi HonoVit., that runs into it from the 

north." 
, 

-"Oh'~• yes., now I remembe~-," said·"the smal'l"er one: 

~he · hunt$r thought it indeed.:"st.rang~"-,.that' .. buf'f.M..0e;s 

e:oud speak. h-i·s , 1angua;ge~·- ·puzz1:ea.·•he:; ran·•·back t ·0 · his .gr(:)up. 

The. 1-ea.der.; Soko.~vrachki•;.: unable tp: '.l:111.derstand; asked, 

·-"Why. did ,you. J..eav.e wit_hout· shooting: one.?.tt ·· .· · 

"Seniething :myst~riou~ly wonderful ,has happened. 

Th~~-e . \lUf.f:aloe-s t 0aik. our. languagei; .I o.v:erheM"d t-hem. Then 

t . .. . . . ..:i I uldn1 t h t tt .a -.s range . p.ower.· .. e~e ·.0:ver . . me, ano. co s oo • 

Today ·those rivers ar.e :- still recognized _by the names 

that the Ctnnanohe learned from the buf'f'aloes that spoke. 



THE FOX AND THE BOBCAT 

'!'here . are_ .. ma.ny variants .of, ,the ,fQLl~w.i3ag st:ory 
am.o~ widely .scattered tribes including the Unitah 

. Ute ·-(~ti1fb. ··Thompson,• ... Tale.s Q,f; _,the North::Ameriean 
Indian, p. 68) and the Lipan Apache (Morris Edward 

--Opler, _Mythj ano. Legends !rf. the Lipan. Apache Indi­
~, I>• 156. 

Old sly ·.f0x ~s ·;goi:ag ~lo~, the ere.~k o.ne _day .when 

he .. ,saw 13: ,bobcat sleeping. Always scheming and thinking up 

mischievous pranks, he thought, "This is my chance to play 

a joke on the b0bcat. I'll change his looks for fun. Then 

when he wakes and goes to the creek for water, he'll become 

frightened at his own reflection. 

He rubbed and pressed the bobcat's face in his 

hands. He chuckled to himself as he saw the result--a 

round face--and hurried away. The bobcat 0:pened his sleepy 

eyes, stretched~ yawned, and sauntered down to the creek 

to get a re.freshing dri~ of water. Stooping over, he sud­

deru.y drew back in surprise as he saw his reflection. 

But- he wasn't so dumb. ttI know exactly who is 

responsible for this. It could be no one but the old sly 

fox. I 1 11 :f'ix him, u he shouted. 
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The .bobcat roamed around until he found the old 

fox sleeping. He squeezed and mashed the face of the fox 

until he brought th~ nose and mouth to a long point. When 

the fox woke, he stretched, yawned; and went down to the 

creek for .a drink. : Ther-e ·he sfl..W ,his .. reflect.ion-. He Jmew 

that .the .guil;ty: p,~rs~n- ,.rqa~ --t ,he bo,:b.cat that:·_~a.d ··c:ome .to _get 

revei;ige. 

-That· is how the bobcat's face happens to be round 

and the fox's face happens to be long and pointed,even to 

this day. 



THE DIVISION OF TW0 TRIBES 

The following l~_gend is taken from Charles M. 
Skinner' s Myth~ and Legends o~ Our _Q!g Land, Vol. 
II {Philade-J.phi·a: · ~f'. ,;B.->Llpp,1nec0tt ·· Ccoo:npany-, 1896.), 
pp. 200-202. Al.though it is a narrative from re­
gions: .. fart'laer uor,th, .. it i ,s · important in -that i ·t 
indicates the separation of the Gomanche from the 

· She.shone.·· " '· 

. : ., ' . 

When white men first penetrated the Western wilder-

ness o.f America they found the tribes of Shoshone and eo-

ma.nohe at odds, and it is a legend of the springs of Man-

itou that their differences began there . This "Saratoga 

of the West,u nestiing in a ho1low of the foot-hills in 
" 

the shadow of the noble peak of Pike, was in old days com-

mon meeting-ground for several families pf red men. Coun.;. 

eils were heJ.d in safety there, for no Indian dared ~rovoke 

the wrath _of the Maniteu whose breath sparkled in the "med­

icine waters." None? Yes, one. For, centuries ago a Sho­

shone and a Comanche stopped here on their return from a 

hunt to drink. The Shoshone had been sucee.ssfu.l; the Co-
. -. . . ..... . 

manohe ~s e~t.Y handed and ill tempered, je,~Cl..ous of the 
~ • ., ,, , • . • • • ,, I ' .•• ._-. , ·,•. ; I•. ~'" .~ \ ;.. .••• 

other1 s skill and fortune. Flinging down the fat deer that 
:: . :.. .:~~;: _· ,, 

he was bearing homeward ~n his shoulders, the Shoshone be~t 
-:: •·• - . . . .,., .. · _ ... _ .. ~ · ... ... ·. . · .... : ·· . · .. · _, ·,·· .. ·. . ·. '.· . : :~ ~ ~- -,, 
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o.ver the spring ·of sweet water, and, after po.uring a hand­

ful of it on the ground, as a libation to the spirit of the 

place, he put his llps to the surface. It needed but faint 

:pretext for his · ·oompani•on t-o begin a quarrel, and he did 

so in this fa-s-hion;-- '-'Why_ does a stranger drink at the 

spring~head :when one of· the ... ownera of the· fountain contents 

himsC3lf ·: wi_th · ·it:s ov.er-fLe.w?· How.· do·es . a Shoshone dare to 

drink above mes?" 

· The other repli:ed., "The Great Spirit pla-ces the 

. water ,at, the spring :that~_. hi·s _ohild•reR .may drink . it unde~ 

-fi~ed·. · I run A.usaque., chi-ef'. · of . Shoshone's, .-and I drink at 

the head-water. .Sheshone and Comanche are brothers. Let 

them drink together.~ · .·· ·, 

'!No. - ._.lj!he····shoshone pays tribute to -the ,Com.anehe, 

and -·Waoomish le~ds ·that nation to .,wa.;r-. He,, is: chief of = the 

Shoshone as he is of his own people." 

,.:; _ _-_ ._ ~:-ttWa,comis};l lies. ·· ·. :His tongue ·1s f0rked~ . . like ·the : 

sn&ke~ s. -Hi's · heart is.--·blaok.; _ When· the·- Great- Spirit•;mad~ 

hi_s e.h.ildren-h~ - s_aid not to one, ·: -1 Drink here, ' : and . to anC!>th.;;. 

~~-, .,,!Bnink,..there, ! '. but gave- water : that all might drink-. -
I 

_ :-· • _. __ -. -, 'f~e.-, other made .. no answer;,: but as :.Ause.qua. . sto()ped 

toward the bubbl~ surface ·wa.comish erept behind him, 

flung himself against the hunter~ forced his head beneath 

the wa.ter, and held him there until he was dro-wned • .As he 
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pulled the dead body from the spring the water became agitat­

ed, and from the bubbles arose a vapor that gradually assumed 

the form of a venerable Indian, with long white locks, in 

whom the murderer recognized Wauka,aga, father of the Sho­

shone and . C·oma.nche '}aation, _and a man whose . -her-oisni an9- _..good­

ness. made . his name ·re.ve.red in both :·'.9lle,se. tribJ~S:•· · Th-e face 
. . 

of the pa.triar.oh: was:. dark· with wr.ath-, and he c:ri.ed_., in ter-
•. : 

rible tones, "Aocur..s·ed -of my race·! · This day thou -hast 

severed .the: -mightiers:t '. ·nation· in -the wo-rld_. The blood ef 

the brave Shoshone appeals for vengeance. May 'the 'WB.ter of . . . 

~by tribe be rank and bitter in their throats." 
>= ! 

Then, whirling up an elk-horn olub; he brought it 

full on the head of the wretched man, who cringed before 

him. The murderer's head was burst open and he tumbled life-

less into the spring, that to this day is nauseous, while, 
. . . ' 

to perpetuate the memory ef Ausaqu.a, the manitou smote a 
; ... :·· . .. ··_ . . 

neighboring: _roo,~;_ and f'.1:'.o~ it gushed a fountain Qf delicious 
;- . • . ":.1 -· • ...· ~- • .,. ,. 

water. The bodie_s were found, and the partisans of both 
- :· . .., 

the hunters be~8.?1 on that day a long and destructive wart.'are, 
-. . ~ ·~ 

in which other tribes beoame involved until mountaineers were 

arrayed against plainsmen thr0ugh all that region. 
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NETAH'S SACRIFICE 

It ·vms through cosmic elements, which controlled 
the means of su·stenance, that the Comanche rea11·zed 
the existence o:e . a · Supreme Be:ing~· who-gave ·-and ·to0k 
according to the pleasure or displeas~e induced by 
-.a :corresponding behavior of his people. To appease 
the wrath of the Spirit, which sometimes was thought 
to have· its . e:x:istencei in a monster:, ·a ' sacrif'ice·: -was 
necessary. 

In,,the .following story·, writ·te.n · .by··Randlett Par.­
ker, the monster was an alligator, ~-.!!!!,-yer-~. 

. . . 
f 

A long time ago, when buffalo and antelope roamed 

the plains, a small band of Indians camped at the fqot of 
' 

a great mountain. The Great Spirit had been kind; buffalo 
/ 

and deer were plentiful. There was plenty to eat for the 
1 •• ~. ~ • I ~ · • • 

little band and enough left over to give to Nun-nu-ye~~we, 

the monster who lived in the lake from which they obtained 

their wat.er. As time passed on, food beoame scarce; even 
. ; ... : . 

. _ . . ·,.. i 

the little snow shoe rabbits which usually were plentiful;· 

now were no where t0. be found. The best hunters of the lit-

tle band made daily trips into the forests ; only to come 
.·. 

- - ;. :· .. ; -~ 
home empty handed. The women and the children had to pe 
st-r_: ~ · .: ·.: ·. · : -: · :- .: r:. : . · : . . . .~ :· · .... : .t --;. . ~ 

.fed. There was no water to be had, as Nun~~u-yer-we, the 
• •~: '- •"' • • •' : :,~ •, ... , ' • ,..~ N ,/ •. .. • 

monster, had not been fed for quite some time and was 

guarding the lake. 
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The Chief of the tribe walked to the banks of the 

lake and promptly the water began to roll and churn; large 

waves rolled upon the sand and banks; the monster was in­

deed angry. The chief summoned the wise man of the tribe 

and asked his advice. 

"S.'1nc.e we haite no f'ood ·t .o gi:ve,. ·what 0an we: do to 
.. 

pl~ase. the mqnster?" 
., 

The · wis:e ·01.d medici-ne man replied, "To please. the 
-

monster, some one must give his most prized possession, 

something 'near ·te hi0s heart, a -s a gi:f't to Nun-nu-yer-we." 

Net·ah, the .little daughter ·of the Chief, heard this 

and promp:tly thought .o.f' her doll, .truly her ·most :prized 

pos-ses·sion and ·near~st ·to , her heart .• ' Doll in . hand she· 

walked to 'the · edge· of the. rolling and churning vm:bers. ··: 

Taking one :·last:. -lock; she laid it. •.near the VV,ater' s edge. 

Wi:tb: ·,t .ears . . in her eyes she watche.d ,the wa~ers .roll over. and 

swallow her ·doll. 

As -,the JJhief· and the medicin~ mB.lil. stood tail:kingt,, . 

the waters'. grew calm ·and .still. 

· ,. · "Lo·ek,tt cried the. -Chief .• · ."Bomeone:. has made· a great 

~aor.ffice· by. giving ,hi:s .prized :possess·i0n as .-.-a gi.;t"t' to the 

monster. · .,Re is please.d,. - · Now my tribe wilJ .. · have water.,. -



AN INDIAN LEGEND OF THE BLUE BONNET 

By Mrs. Bruce Reid 

Notice. the- similarity of :t .he ""sacrifice.!' in 
the following story to that of Netah's sacrifice 
in the preceding 0ne. 

This legend is given as it appears in J. Frank 
Dobi~:~is -Leg-ends -of Te.xas (Austm: Texas_ Folklore 
Sooiety, 1924), pp. l9?-200 • 

. There had .. 'been. a great .f'lo.od, followed by- a gre!;l.ter 

'drouth, ·and 'th'en -on the . .- drouth :crune : a bi:tter w.i.nter of · ~ . 

sleet and i .ce~ · Even in .the far south, where the . cold • 

breath of wint-:er. is seldom f .elt, the woods and grasses of 

the ·coast.al .pla_ins. were sheathed_ w:l:th a _;r-at_tl-ing icy arm,or. 

ill the game was dead or gone. The ·. Indian people were 

star-:vi.ng- to death. A dreadf'ul disease had broke_n out· :am.o_ng 

-them. It was c:le.ar t .hat the Great Spirit had ip.d·eed_ t _urne.d 

his face away· from his children.. Day. and -night the ----~edieine 

.men chante.d t -heir incanta;:tions., danceq, to the music of . th.~ 

·:.sacred· ·tomtom.s, and mutilated th_i:dr bodie~ in agony :=fpi; . a_ 

pr~m.ise· -from the angered _Spirit. .A;t last the Gr~~t- ~pi_r~ t 

.spoke. T-h-is. -was hi_s _me.ssage. In. pen{mce i'o_r th~, wrQng­

-~aing that had l>-rough:t the evils upon_ -t _he: tribe -tJ1~r-~ must 

:be ' a ·burnt ·.df'f'er-ing of its most va:lue:d po.ss.e~sion·;··:and the 
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a·shes of this offering must be scattere.d to the east and to 

the west, · to the north and to the south. 

Now among those who sat in discreet and becoming 

siJ.ehce, beyond· the anxious warriors · gathered about .the 

fires, was a li1;i,tle maid, too young for . the ·: heavy gurd~:ns 

of Indian womanho_od to have yet begun to fall ·upon ·her .small 

shoulders-.·. , Hidden among the folds ,· of her scanty garments 

sh1;3 tightiy :_clasped a tiny ,.figure of white fawn-skin, rude­

ly shaped .:into· the . likeness of a papoose . .,· with long braids 

o'f ·black liorse~hair; .and- eyes~ nose· ;and mouth painted _on-

it ,with the juice of various berries. 'fb.is · figure . t .he •lit­

tl.e maid had robed ·.in.,a skirt~ ~tle, . and :high heaq.'."'.'q.re~s, 

out of the feathers of a bird of ·the rarest of hues in 

nature--the big'j -proudly- cre_sted, black-collared bird that :: 

calls "Jay.:! . Jay!~-- through the topmost branches or the tallest 

and·, largest trees. . Very, very beautiful ·wer.e · the feather.fl : 

.of··this-.bird-, ·- -sof't ·, r-i.chly blue as~·. the_· late -&i't~~n0on skies 

when they·· c1·ear:' after showers·· which . have· lasted thr.0ug:\l a 

day-, and as:. an :older . mother loves )le~-.. ii ving. :child, , so, dig. 

the-. littl.e,: maid .. leve her deer-skin .baby. Almost would:·.she-,, 

·ra,ther:· ha:ve · di,ed· -.than have . parted, with ·i .t. . wei-1-- she-.. knew;· :: _ 

:that'·.•it·· -was· .by far . the most . precious of- .- things · owned b.y the 

.tribe; and-her heart was very heavy indeed- ,for the· r .est· ot, 
·that .. day; ·· and the . .par.t _o.f.·.a ni~t, t.b.at.· :;ihe lay be-side her · 
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mother in t)le:ir tepe.~., sleeple·ss fl.or that-·. ·she saw 'her duty 

so cl-early..; 

At last. she· aTos.e ., and ·.stooping to li:f:t .from .the 

smouldering· rire within the -:tepee .a ' :bit of wood, ·one end· 

of which was ·a gl_ow:f,ng· coa:1.;, -;she· sliJ>p~d ·eut into the night. 

Under the •twi-nkli:ng.•; . t',r.ssty stars ,she knelt, and. -.prayed : -

that -.her .-otf.ering mi,gh:t· b:e accepte-d and the :fact of' the ao.~ ­

ceptanc·e· made known. to -her •.. -

Then ·blinki_ng., her ·.eyes to ·keep back the tear.s, 

which an Indian child· ·.e.a:1'.lY :learn~' must neve:r.- be shed, she 

made a f'ire~-.of ·twigs . -and grasses., and -thrust her beloved · · 

papoose deep down .into the glowing heart· of the· blaze, · 'till 

the last bit of skin. :and: shred of' ·· feather were consumed (to 

ashes. The ashes she· carefully scooped up in the hollow . . ot: 

her hand and':::se-att·ered,- t.0 the east and- the- west, to the·· 

nor.th and the sou.th • . Then --pu.tt'ing -out wh:at remained of.: lt;:he 

f'ire, she' patt-ed .. ' tn:e e·a.rth -sm:00th and "flat again.~ 

.. . ·- As>sh'Ef · did'. thi·s · -last· -she felt .-beneath .her paJ..ln's ··:· 

semething as •f'a.ne . ·and -soft, as the·; pl.um.ag e with whi-ch she·- he:d­

c1ethed herdoll-.;.something. that had not oeen inthat -plaee 

uj;Jon· .the gro'lrild· 'When· she'.: cl-ea.red -i:t to make her;. li ttl:e ti-re •. 

Believing .that this -might b'e the sign tor which she had 

prayed, she would have· pieked up what -lay.·'against her hand; 

but "She f'·ound it -to be, rooted in the. -sou. ·-
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So, returning. to· the · .t.epee, she waited until m0rning 

and then ·wd.th her: mother, whom she told of what she had done, 

she went to ·the place where . she·· had -burned -t:he 1·1ttle deer­

,skiri papoose. . But . all· about, ·as.-.1'ar .as· the ash.es had .travel­

.eq. upon the ea,rly ~pring ... night bre'e.z·e, was nothing but a · 

.blanket 0f .sueh ··flowers as had never , befor-e enriched· the 

l~dscape.; ··and .thei-r thick tassels, in -so· great a . profusion 

as nearly .. to .. hide t ·b.e.,.tend.er gr.een .. of their Leaves,- were 0f 

·the same·.·deep, -deep.;· blue as the. feathers of the bird that 

calls "J"ayl J"ayl" through the high tree-tops. 

When the chief of the medicine men heard the story 

told by the mother and daughter, and saw for himself the 

expanse of blue flowers, he called the tribe together, and 

solemnly informed them that the connnand of the Great Spirit 

had been obeyed and the sacrifice accepted, and _that the evil 

which had for so long pursued them would- now be at an end. 

It was even so. At once the plains and the open 

place, between lines and clumps of trees, began to renew 

their verdure, scattered 0ver with gayly colored wild flowers; 

the birds and fourfooted things came back to raise their 

families; and the tribal crops, natural and cultivated;· ga~e 

every sign of abundant harvest. 

IE. place of the name the little maid had berne, 

another was given her, a name 0f many musically fl~ 
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syllables, the meaning of which, in the red men's tongue 

was "she who dearly loves her people." 

Because the great shaggy animals, whose herds of 
.- ... - . 

old thundered across the far-flung prairies, were so fond 

of its su.cc~_ent, g~,een abundance; t~e blu..e -- flpwer,.wa.s called 
·.:' 

•. •.· ( 

an Indian name· ·Whi.yh the . pale-face.s, translated into. "buf'-
, . ' 

falo clov.e!t'." • :After,:, the . manner of-. its clas.s. of •plant, it 
·-

bore pro.digious quantities of fertile seed and rapidly ex-
. ' 

. . 

tended the: limita: or its growth. 

-· 
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THE GIANT COMES F0R MAIDENS 

P.eah-Moopitz (the giant owl) appears in many 
tales • .Any natural or supernatural object that 
embodies p~w:er, strength; and mystery (the -eagle, 
the alligator, the giant, the meuntain top; the 
but'falo) is viewed with awe. To the Comanche; it 
commanq.s fear, respeet, and 0bedienoe from its 
people. 

The -following story was related to LuElla 
Kliewer, who resided at Post Oak Mission for two 
years, by Abe _and Grace Hoah-wah in the spring of 
1939. 

Once upon a time there was a great giant that lived 

in the monntains. 

Every spring when the Indians had a festival, the 

giant would come down from the hills and take away a group 

of maidens to feast upon. 

On one occasion·, after ~ragic losses had been suf­

fered by the tribe repeatedly, at an especially elaborate 

celebration for which much bu.ff'alo meat had been prepared, 

the great giant appeared again. When the giant entered the 

village, the Indians, young and old~ cried and pleaded with 

him. 

As a slast resort they offered all the beef that had 

been cooked or dried if only he would promise never ta mo­

iest them again. The giant consented to their proposition; 
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and carried away all the beef in the great bag that he 

earried. The giant~ true to his word, never devoured any 

more maidens.· 

, . 

. · " .... 

.. ·- . .. 

. •·· 



THE GIANT RETURNS FOR BUFFALO MEAT 

The followi~ narrative, told by Mew-wat and 
translated by _,Rachel Mow-wat, was given me in June;' 
1940. Whether it is another version of the pre~ 
ceding story or another story entirely is difficult 
to say. At least, this one reveals that the buf'falo 
meat diet was relished by the giant. 

The Indians were camped along the banks of a beau­

tiful stream. One young warrior, standing beside his te­

pee, preparing his bows and arrows, was suddenly aware of' 

a giant approaohing. He had just time enough to warn the 

other tribesmen in the camp. 

"I want all the buff'alo meat in the camp," the 

giant unceremoniously announced in his grttt'f voice. 

"Why--surely--yes, help yourself," the warrior man­

aged to say. Obedience to the giant, Peah-Mo~pitz,was not 

to be questioned. 

"I'll take this much to my children, who live in 

a large eave high up in the mountains," said the giant as 

he filled the great bag on his back. 

Watching _the giant leave with their prized beef, 

the Indians gazed in awe at the great hollow places in the 

earth that marked the footprints of the giant as he walked. 
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As soon as they had recovered from their astonish­

ment, the tribesmen hurriedly packed their belongings on 

their horses--even the c~ildren hel~ed--and left the camp, 

to move to more desirable grounds. 

/ 

.:.:.·. 
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PEAH-MOOPITZ KAENIK 

P,eah-Moopitz .Ka.hnik (giant·-~.s house.) i -s the 
story of a gi8:,lit's existence in his cave. The 

• legend was r.elat.ed. in· May, ,1940.~ by my: brother; 
Daniel A. Beaker, who heard it from various mem­
:bers· .. of the Comanche tribe when he was a boy. 
El.k Mountain, in which the cave is located; is· 
about f'our mile·s north of Poat· ·Oa~ Mission. The 
cave can be seen from the mission. 

A giant .,lived ' in a eave loc;a:ted,,on the s .outhern 

sl~p~1 of Elk Me:untain in -the. earJ.y '-d~ys · befor-.e -the wh::t;t,e 

man. came. ·Exaottng two b).lffal0es _every for:trni:ght from -t~ 

Indians li vin.g .·.$.outh of -·,·v he· :m<;>_unta.in ,. he was ·&: eoR.sta_nt ::'B.n.<il 

f:e.ar.fw. me.na,.o,e • . As_ t :h:e -year,i:1_ went: lily,- a:ad. ~he.~buffa:lo.es . . ~e-:- • 

came ~ore scaroe '-'-bees.use ,Qf the_ .t:re.quet;rJ;, bu.1.'f:~10,. huntE;. of 

. the many dif'terent tribes ,0:f. Inclians,,- the. fult,iJ.1-ing_•,o.t ._the 

giant.' s req_ue·st was. '.made inerea.,si11giy ··diff'i-eult-•. , ~SloY(ly_ 

·the -:white -·me.n aame . in. · They: :al..s.o erganized buffa];~, hunt;s;. 

Finally,. when the Indians found it almost impossible 

to furnish the required number of buffaloes, they held a 

council. A young _brave was designated to c.onf'er with the 

giant concerning their probl~m. Cattle were to be suggested 

as a substitute. 

Approachi.ng the entrance of the cave, the brave 
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ealled, "Great Giant, I come before you to ask an important 

question." 

"What is it you want?" said the giant • 
. . 

"There are not enough but'faloes on the prairies or 

in the m0untains. Will ··.you. not. aoeept the beef of 0.attle .... ... 

inste~d?\ <We have,_:.been :eaying, .. it~: f~r . years and ·:t;ind it very 

delicious." 
'• . .. . . ,· . . . . . · .. • ~.. . . ·. 

"Cattle are very small, but I shall be satisfied if 
. ; ·, • • . J. •. .• 

your tribe will bring me twenty," replied the giant. 

Cattle were thus substituted for but'faloes, but the 
t;; -• i : ' 

change of the diet did not agree with the giant. He became 
• ,. ~·, • j., ... ... • : ; ' 

increasingly · i~ritable and nervous and menacing. The coming 
. . . 

of so many white men, bringing confusion to this quiet moun-
~ :- • j • .-: ~ ... :,.: 

tain country, was also disquieting to the giant. The Indians, 

trying to appease his wrath~ brought him forty beeves. 
: _._ . : . . . ,., . . .. . 

Finding his new diet ~ore and more disagreeable, 

and the ~nc;o~chments of .the white ma.n unbeara~l.e ; 
0 

the giant 
.. .. _:~:J ... .-..... -•.·. __ .. , _._ .. \. ~-- ·- -·,., ·; 1. ;.~ .,.- .· :"'- .~•-- ,:". -~) ...... . "."{J · ~.:;}"'~-- :· -;., : .. :~·_:\_-_ •. 

le:f't his cave for a more secluded ·spot in the larger moun..-
' ~ .. . . •···.· 

tain range rarther west: 



WHAT BECAME OF, THE GREAT GIANT 

The story (?·f .the-' f.inal .'.'.di·sappearanoe of Peah­
Moopitz is revealed in this tale related by Mow­
wat and inte~reted by Rachel Mow-wat~ June, 1940. 

'.No··trap; -arrow, 11:anoe, or -~~her met.hod,•o;f destruction 

-that the Indian could- devise was .. str.ong e·nough ·t.o ·c-c,n:q.uer 

P.ea'.h--Modpitz/ .·•the·'gr~at giant t .bat, ·for - so man:y. years· ·had 

molested. the :trlbe. 

·one ~day., -m.owever, ·=while ;th--e giant wa·s ·si~ting~'under 

·a large cottonwood· tr.ee; a _. big '.storm arose. · The--heaven.s-

gr.ew. dark .with ,clouds:, bu.t it was. :n.o.t ,.ye.t ·night .• . ·_ The .-:giant 

.en·joyed the .. so.und, -of the thunder,: . . so .much .like his own: voice.: 

The .iightning· flashed; . he .thought it magnificent. Then sud­

denly a bolt of lightning struck the tree. A great ball ef 

popping, cracking fire appeared. In an instant it disap­

peared as if it had evaporated into the air, and in place 

of the Great Giant, there sat an ordinary ew1. 
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. S'_VQR_IES ·,0F THE. WARPATH 
_.J '/ .. ·-; · . # 6 

The narratives·- in. th.is · gr-oup· are not 1aece.ssar·11y-
., ·.,. 

about actua.Ff'ights .- and raids bu.t about advl3ntures or in-
. .: ··• ~ .. ~ ·. ;. . \. . : 

cidents · conne.ete,d.: with these·.movements·. They0:may -· be -termed 

ttinteresting si(l·e.-:,,1ig~ts'! · of the;. warpath. · Since ·there . are 

over-lapping elements in most narratives, it is impossible 

to draw a i de.finite line between stories -.indicating that ' . .- -. 

this :-one or that~0one belGngs· within- a oertaan· el'assif'ioa,;.;. 

t 'ion • . · M.a.n.y: e:f'J:the.:,~e.o·oounts o:f adventures-✓ assoeiated ·with , . 

the:-·warpat~,wiil --be foUlld ·among "Sterie•s of'--B:~roestt · and '·· 

"Stor·i.es . er :spirit · o-u:1dance ♦-" · 

·" .. .· ·.• 

i. 



~----------------------------------, 

THE COMANCHE BOY WHO WAS CAPI'URED 

Legends of;aaptured. or lo~· children were popu­
lar because adventures, not ordinary or usual in 
tribal lire, made 1.nteresting;(story ·material. ~ 

The story related here refers to a conflict with c 
.the :O.sage:s, who .. f'or many year.-s··'Were bitter enemies 
of the Comanche. 

· The herkee: ·is a -brush arbor, but;' in the story, 
the rramework without the brush served as the "tor­
ture .J>ed": to: .which t _he boy was tied. 

The legend was told by Rachel Mow-wat in July, 
l94(h . · .. , · .· -• 

. ' 
Once, long ago, when the Comanches were out on the 

warpath, a boy became lost during a fight wi'th the Osages. 
·, 

He was taken by the Osages as a captive back to their coun-

try. There he was tied to the top of a "herkee" frame made 

of poles. His reet and palms were slashed. 

At home his mother, father, and sister grieved for 
.. . 

him. The sister's husband and two -other warriors went out 
... · . 

to search for him. 
. ,, . . ..... . 

At last they sighted an Osage camp. Cautiously they 
. ~·. .. .. 

.. : •,. ' • ,. ,. • • • J- : .: 

remained in hiding until dark when they could approach with 
. .. ,. .. . . ;.. _ 

greater safety to look for the lost boy. 

"You two stay here in ambush and watch the horses," 
" .. . . 

said the brother-µi-law after ·darkness had fallen. '-'I'll 
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get him if I .. can :t'ind him." 

The Os.ages, in the meantime, were making -pr.epara- . 

tions-for -a great · -war dance, a oerem0ny celebrating their 

victory, ·The boy heard the ·Osages . as .. they built a . fire 

direc-oly ,beneath ll~.<S · suspended body. Having had no food 

nor water during the long afternoon in the scorching sun, 

he. now almost succumbed in his agony. He coUld hear the 

tom-toms as they w~re beat~ng out their dull rhythm nearby. 

Stealthily creeping closer and closer to the fire, 

the brother-in-law ~uddenly heard groans above him. Look­

ing up, he saw a body in the eerie light. 

"Is that you?" he whispered hoarsely.· 

"Yes," came the weak answer, ''but there's no use 

to try to get me and endanger your life. I can't live much 

longer." The boy could say·no more. 

"I'll go back to get I!lY' horse and then I shall take 
I 

you home. _ I'll be pao~; do you hear?" 

The faint answer~ "Yes," came slowly. 

Hurriedly, the brother-in-law secured his horse and 

one companion and returned. The big dance was now nearing 

its height, and the Osages, happily, had forgot their cap­

tive. After cutting the ropes that bound the boy to the 

:P<?l.es overhead, the men lowered him to the back of the 

horse, tied him there because he was too weak to. sit, and 
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started their journey home. 

Not only the relat"ives but the whole Comanche band 

welcomed the boy home and praised his rescuers. To show 
,- .... •:: 

appreciation·, the f"ather gave the son-in-law one of his 

best horse1:i ':ag .. '. a 'r~ward.·, 

, ' , 

.'..:,. 

: . 
~· • ,;_~._ •:~i.:._ , ,, ·;;. · )v_.:_ j • ..,. •~ . ·\ , 

. ,. _, . 

• J. 

. . , ; 



NU'AH NTJH 

. _,Thi~ -:-na,rr~:ti ,re,.,~e)..a:tes ~9t!ler (:)XJ.)~ri.e-nee d:uriµg, .- ,. 
a fight wlth the Osage tribe. I did not learn the 
me8.lling. ot-,•~h·e.,t:i;nain cha;ract~J:""·\S- n.ame, .but its im­
port·anee in the story is min0r. 

,~l'l,e; -s_tory :x._ev.e{lls a - v~in _qt ,.ln~or \$.i9h, J3V-ep._ 
in the midst of tragedy, is cbaraQteristic of the 
CoiijB.D.Qbe •.s , fun~loving dis:posi:t:J:9n. • -- · · 

Rachel Mow-wat related the story to me in july, 
19~ •. 

'Long'· 'ago;· N~hnuh~ a young Comanche woman, was 

oamping with others of ~e~ tribe along a stream. The band; 

suddenly found thems-el ves surrounded by Osages. The· ·scouts 

watching the camp had· not been alert. 
. .: 

Horses around the 
: ··, "· 

camp that had beeri tied and rea'dy for a surprise attack' had 
.. 

been released and driven away. The Comanches ran for their 
~ ; ---~ . -~~· In the rain of arrows from the enemy Nuah-

She feil to the. ground a'.na appear_ed to be. 

dead. In the confusion the Osages ran over her body, kill­

ing others all around her. She had on a beautiful buckskin 

suit and moeassins, but no one stopped to notice them in 

the thick of the fight. 

Some of the Comanche reached the mountains and the 

timber safely, but many, many others lay wounded or dead. 
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Nuahnuh feigned her lifeless appearance until all seemed 

quiet and safe after the enemy had gone. After dark she 

started moving a short distance at a time. Those that were 

alive crone back to retrieve whatever possessions they could 

find. One woman•.;who ::cotbtdn.~:t find her sho.es saw-::.the _,beaded 
. . .', . ,·,- ·::, ' ,. '· / -· < -~ ···.·. ·, . 

moccasins 0n Nuabnuh··_Wh?'.. she thought :was Q.ead._-. • . 
• ••• . ,; • ..0. • I_ ,, , · ! • " • •; I,. \ ~ ~ •.,•• • 

, "We1;t, · ,w ::..,friend,;" -.said:· the ,woman : in-eomanche. "You 
-:.: ·;r_~.:: ·. . .•:~ -,... .,.. ; -~ ...... . .. ·-

are dead:; and·:gone, but<EJm --.still ' alive on this earth.- I am 
: t•:·.. ·• .. ·:~ -- ·:- ·_ ~..!-

sorry, but r ·_:'n~e~ .-your•-.,.shoes. "= 

· ,Ntl.8hll4f :_r:~~qgri~t~i~. :t_he,:::la~~~g_e..:·. ~f.-.:ier -own._ ti!be; 
... .. ····? ,. ~- -:.: :f) . . :;;-- ,, ~- . ·_ . ..... . -:. · ...... · . .--:··· ... ·-

turned over ·-and ; nearly- f~ightene<Fthe:"lWOiflan:·~Ollt of .. her wits. 
::: ~ .. ·.,. - t : ., .... -; .. 

"I·' il need\ my~-- shoe·s· • . • -I :~,m-: nptr dead,;-: 1 ·:-just": appeared 
,:c 1· : • • 

,,, ~ • M - • ·• 

so because I thought '- YOU ,wer.e of . the . enemy • . ·YOU"'Can wear 
• ': ·'t-:; ~.~ ~ .• :. ', ..... --~ -,·\ 

my sn.xiea-, tii~nd', ' -if -you·,'Will-- see' :th.at" ! ·· am c,a:rried ~afely 
. • • .: -·- ~ :~.... :· (' •• • ~ .~:- '! . ·t . 

to mypt3bple.-" 

Nuahnuh and many others who were found alive were 
' . ,.. ,_ •' •• ••• j ·, -.• : ""'f ,. : • I •, .• • • ~ • ?•. ~ 

carried to safety where a .new camp was made • 
• .• #}...: ;. .--t .. :· ........ ~-'v ~ ': ;_. ·~-· .-·,,:i . °'! .._·1/ -~.::... , · . - _; _ _ ,~ 

... ' • : . 

·---: .· .... .. ,. 



.,. .,_ 

THE· GAPrURED NAVAJO 

. .-The belie"! ·t ,bat :a·-aedioine,.-.man bear·s .. a ch.armed · 
lite is brought aut in the . :f'ollowing stteo-~sstui 
--cl.ash ,with .:.the. Nav,aJo :.~i.01:s .. -: ·s~alp,ing .twa:s llOt ·· 
uncommon among the Plains tribes_. The suooes.s ot 
· a .warri.o~.-upon :his( ,return tr,am- :'the,: warpath,;,-was de~. 
termined b7 the proof o:f' such sueoess. Scalps, as 

· .• <.in-th1:s:rs1lory::;t s.~v.:e4, .. ..as de:f',:ntte :,proot-,and:-; ~ -so_, 
as cherished souvenirs. 

Of- :t-he;.:t:ouri ·$.m.es_-·,,ot .men:1°:- only .two.-.:we~, ·t,;an·s.-­
l.ated: ~ 1ah-!\!l~neah, the name ot the 1:11edicine man, 

··.lJleans ·:the: r1i . .- mane. !I.- .! horse; 0'!!:!-ts~, the name 
or one Nave. . o, · ~eans yellow. Se9:is·. · . 

MO;R~wat·-; .,.-tJi.e~ uar.rat.d'r-,· .. gave·:{~~- da~e. tor :the --, . 
event by explaining in the tollewing manner: "When. 

- . • ... the: tbr.e;~"-O'Qmanohe. "in' :1;11',:s sto~: surrendnr.ed .:a'$;. . . 
Fort am; they were very old men. When the7 fought 
~the --N.avato ·1.1ndiat)s ·-1Jii .. 1µiis story:; they ~wer.e . y0ung·-;. 
men." '?he .clash, then; prob~bly oo.oured in about 
185.4".:· ,. ,-t~ ·to..ld. $e!i¢he. ,sto~ · in hts ,·own, ·home;,. · , · • , June_' ·29; 1941~ ., Ra~hel ':mow-wat again served 'as 1n ... . . 
-~.erpiteter-, . · - , • · j :. · ____ ,_ . 

~-!l · :. : · · ·-.~;-~f'~w;r,;:: ~--~·t;- ··.·;. ~·- ·.. . _ · ' 1 
'-~ ·: •• _.,., '(r:: ~~ ... •·0

; _" . - · : : _ 

Three _men, long aae, we~t bu:ttalo .'l1'1D:.ting._ They 
t i -:'.~$';-~.; :~ .. ·.-~-:L:~ ·:·?.•:· ,,~t __ '-!·)!,:'.. · __ ~- · .:'~- . ·~. . . 

succe_e4ed in k1U~ oue at the . toqt ot a :u,.ountain ·e.ino11g 

some .tr~.;~.:- ,B~i·B6: ~-l~~ -~,.-- b,:~m :_camp,-\ie:r ~P~~-~;4 ,~; ·, 
. . . 

qua 1 s~e .. cooked the meat. Eh 'kah-el). r:uah; the tb;ird .man~-
t ~"' _.;i iJ •·~,)\.~-! ,/ j\f-; ·-=··.,:·:\-::..:"'"';_~ . ·, : . .. ~· .. · .. ----~- ·. -~;_,..-·:- .-: __ -_,;- . ),,,. ... _ .. _ 

,ms a_me41c1ne man • 
. ·-- ,, . :~~-,··;,~Y ~~~·-·eating, .. th~; ~w :~--~:1der o~me out 

: · •-.··' . .. :. 

ef. the toot o:r the mountain.s; l.oping toward them. They 
...•. , ·:- ;i ~, .... ..: ·:.. <~ . !- ,:,:·. : · ·:·..:·1~.-~-~::~ .. ~ ~ = .:· J ···. ·• . : . : ~ ·-~- · • .. .-.- ."· .• :,· f ·.~: 
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·watohe'd-him·::as· he ,passed ·and re.c·ognized· ·b.1Jn· to-be Navaio·. 

Another. rider ga:l.1ope4 by,, ana.· another, until six.had 

:pa·ssed.·- , l?he ',C:Joma.n.ohe· warriors,, ·showing their bravery .·1n·vhe 

t'"aoe ,or,, the-.. :enemy-, .. did not: run. ,but ·kept on ea.ting~ The med­

iein~ ~tt~·- e$J:leC·i:a:Jily~ ·:seemed· .oamn.. · Aooording -'to ··otist:cmi;·; 

,he:-:1f0ul4 :not_ ·-al.low: anyt.hillg to tnt.:errupt:.hl:s ·ea.ting:. ::!'W)len 

we :~e .... tb:rough~:'fdth. our. ·meai;~n P.eelf8h-maltkah ·sa-id~ "we Will 

wash our hands• and tthen'>get, ... pur 'horses~~ :wa:sb.in:ft·the. -lian:d~ 

a:rter ·a ·m.ea:1,.-was •Sll' -important: praoti:.oe-,. -:e·speoiatiY '.tor the 

... Again. ·the.-·Nava•jo riders oan,.e ~by, :t 'hill . . time: :.surr~un<1-
·1ng· .the ·thre.e. piel\_•· · The.,. :rirst :t:wo ,men'··Jum.ped up and ran ~or 

their, hot.Jes.; ·but the me·dicine.· ~ -~kept .-eating • . "What::'.,'lj 

·.:the :iqat-t,e?l.~~<:a.ai<l. ,.one ·as .he., ~am~ bao'k. ~,The:-:,49nemy.. i ·a:- h~re, 

;.and:, ·you ,·do not intend to: -t.igp.t ~".. · -~ -· the me~ioine. n1a,1v/re~:-: 
. . . ~ 

'mai-Jid.--" c:al.Jl1.~:-.' ,Whe.n~11~ :1>:ad-·tittis~-a·;. _e'atuith :he· _ro:sEJ. m.th 

:4~~- alld wa,e3hed his hands .• 

-,-ima-Nava_j _c:>'•bagan<:ahoot~ :-Y{ith ·their, .. ~e •t,_utj_i:,t~eir 
' ~ 

,bullets' :ud·.no· h$rm.; Dtmiug: .t~~>~ight tite, ~ ·t-1r-, , Naw-jo' . . . ' . 

-~1~rs ·:wre" 'k1Ue'd, and .. :tlle sixth ·one, bew11~~edt ,tia:s· 

.. ~apt~ed~-:; ~e -~o~W$clle warr.ior.EJ e~e.J.ped the dead men al\>,d 

'.l>Ul"i~<l the :saa:lp'B,' ~t:,,,the··: :i'o.ot -O~~;:t~e ' ·mov.:nta1n:i i · . . ., · · .· -:.- ,-., 

· :";•,, ,AJ1n:o~s _:t.o ' ;take :the priscnel" · back to· ·camp; tnc:,y: 

b .eg_an. .paoJd;ng. ~h'eir, .meat'. ·o!l:.'. ·a • .pack ,liors·e-. ~o.-,-~e--r~ady tor 
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the -trip ... . - 'l'1rey, t,ied ·_a,-~.ope arouncJL.th'e,,:ffavajo aud l.ed him 

0n :to.et.-,. Late that night, when tliey arrived at their camp, 

they eall:ed· :'fer- Oha .. tsum.ah~ ,a, :o~p:tive .,Na:wJ'o that' ·llad -1ive·d 

• • e ~ •I'•. I 

ap,ok~ t0: him-··~ his. ,native l~e .• ·. "Where did you.: dome· 
t.r..e;ma, and hQW do you happen tQ b,e bere?" ·he asked • . 

";Ii was . . a strange 0~ight,, ·n ,.he --o:aptur.ed :Navajo saiil 

s.e. he . tQ~d:·.the -m;.ory_._ "-T~ .thre.~: .warrio,:s . s.to.od: . .thE)ir 

gr_o~ .... 8}1d:·-·neyer· ran~ ,.- .Nothiligv.•~-~med -:co harm thet11. whil:~ 

we -t-:ired· all ar.oundl -them.- · . -T~ey :n~at. :be, :the. '.\'18.l.Ttor.s who:~ 

we .have:,bear.d,· nev.er ·ruu• .. f'rem the .. :enemy:.:"':. ·· ~ · .. · · ,_•_.·• .. 

· . :··.!f.Y:es., .. that :ts·: their~.·way-,."' .t~a14 O~tfJUJDah.'· .. u.',C&ll 

me·~.- -~:i:tt'nu:~·: what is:-.your· ·name e.nq.• .~t ... was· .. your ·-:rat~ea,:! if· · ·• 

na1Jl&,?." ·As.•. rsQ,en·c.1as;,::;tha.-.captive· ment.~on~-h.i:s: .f'atherJ:-s , ~ij:~t,. 

o~~t.-~·:;rl,ccgn,iz~cl: 1 t. -: to, :be ,that,._. ot. his -.own -tath«r,, a .. :},~ } ; 

wer,e. ·,brothers," Gha~tsuma.h said·; a,:id then he turne;d to the .. 

O~oh~ ~iors with wbom he l\ad liv&A so l.ong. "What 

must be. done?" he asked. •' . . -

Previously the warriors .ha.4 decided to tie the ~ap-

tive to a tree., build a tire, and 4ance around him,. J3ut 

now, the capt1 ve • s relationship te tb.e NavaJ.o they ~cl 
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learned· to love and respe~t oau~ed them to reoonsider t~e 

p,;ob1em. 

"Let us all. do our part in giving my kinsman gifts 

and olo~hes," Oha-tsumah suggest.ed. "Then, tomorrow, I will 

aocG~i . .-h1JD:i:ha_l.t,_;way to .-his-·.:O'ffllr:-i .ec.1ple.1.;,To thein. ,he ,_wµl 
,. :. ·- ·, /! ~~'.-, -~ : .. . ·i.".' - ~--~ ·, :._ .. . · :· .. -.,:·. ~:: &f~.:·· : ... · .'·.· . - ~~ ~. :-.-,_.,:-; .... . : ~ ~ -:. ~.' 

tell-- thez;·~oey✓.\.of' : )11si'unusuaJ..:.::exper1euces. ~ .. 'fhe·'warrJ.ors 
,-. . I . ·, •; .~. ~ : • • • ~- • • 11=• ~: :~,, .. • 

agreed--. 
., . . . , ~--~e,-\ nex:t•·;morning .... several: . eamaneh.e wani_&~s,-,_.r.µshed 

to the '-8!)'G~,:)~8X'e' ·,th~' :rt ~6··: ~avaj~;.;~d!: ~e~n:.: ~i~~/,_ .. ;;ey 
-'.~-.. ··\_. { !-.;~-·~ f· .. -- . . .:. ! . . · ··<~--: ... ... _;:' .:, :~ ;-.._·'.;<' -. . - ~ ·: ·-~"~ .. ~-:; .. ,.~---. -.t:.~;. . 

taak~:th~·:.: ri'de~s.' 'horses ·_ that : wer~·: st-111 ther..e,;-:·and then 

searqhed, ~ox- the buried .sca1Js. Eao;ti war_x-ior 'M.W.ted one 
• J . ,: {_·: ···~ " .; ...... , .. , ~ -~ t· --,... .,,.~ .,·. J; ' :-t ~- '•',. ·.: :_._.. :· .• ··=·· 

tor a souvenir, but there were n.ot enough t .or the numb.er 
•• :- ·,. . : , ·-: r-_, _ .. :.,.: ·-~-- .. ·•:"\ _:_~.)_ :·:·..... .,.·.•,; ~ ~:". • "'-.,..:-'. 

of ~tors. Two had ~o divide .. on~ ,:,ea1p·,- .. and then ill .i 
"r.}l : < .. .... · :-~ ~ .. ::--, :.-: --:. ~,.) -.,,,• ,.._ ♦ ,'• ,. · - ~- ' ''.' ~ ••• _ , '" '. •• ~- ·.:.,'. · .,' . • ·:~ •. 

were sat1stie4. Eaoh one ti~d h1.J scalp with its leng -hair 
• . . ~-.:,;_,.. -. ;_i'i:- -!. ., ~:. ~-~ -·•~'-•' ; •-r:t~ . ·.. . . ;•,J ,_._/. - :· .1-:t ..... (: ... ·:i • .. :.:, i_ ... ·._:· __ _. ... .._._ ~ •: \. 

to t~e _bridle Q.der th~ horse's ebJ.n ~d e.i"ter .diyi-cltng th$ 

-~~;ii~$-,-$hi!1~s·:--~ v~~: ;~ ~~8 ~- rode home t~'-sh~ -~-h~1r 
: . - - -~: _· -~- : ; }"'": , .~ -~,( '., : ".> . •;. :•:. ~ : _.:;~···.1: ... . · --~ .~. _.,. ·-:. · __ ..-__ .... . .·- ·-· 

teUQWtribesmen the evidence ot t~eir suo~ess • 
.. __ ·~--~· . . :_c- ... ~~--~'J'• ·;·_rr ---~~• ... .._. ~:~"'":.~::=,~ /,,:"!:•:::·~ .:-.:.~:~~~--~ --.-·-~i::·~~1~ '° :~ ~ ...... _,;. :,. ~-'~ 

The .e,pnianche and Navajo_, to this day, have relll8.1ned 
<c --~ :~ ;;~~!. '• '. , '.~. ~.\~:.._. ·:· ,' . -. •:.. ,- ·. •• .. ·• •J,•~ ·;_ • . 

enemies·. 
.. . -. :· 

.. 
.- ' 

. :. -· 

... •. 



.. 
' . ' -;, . . 

: . . .. 

. .. ~ : ! ~ ~,,.·. -.: . ; ... ·. 

ooMANCHE ME:.ETs; NA.VAJe 
. · .. :: ~- \._ .. )·!";.~-: .,, . :~ ~-:,:~·~:.f.:~~--- 'l,• 

. ' ' ; .. ·t ~ . . -~ .:, ;;:,:. ·:t 
Loug ago wben the Coma.nope wer.e at war With the 

.... --= =-~ .· ::~\ .·:_" .. ,. r -."" ·~:... .. ,-•·· ·,. ~ ... 
lo.vs.Jo, ,J.>oc)llco. ... tosapti, e. runner Qn, the 'W8.rl)_ath; toGk his 

-.. ~ ~ -~:· ... -:- ~ : 'I~~-._ : :· ~:~~ ... · ' °t · ': -:>·. . ·~:- . ·. · .. -:<:.: ~ ·:. .-:· · ~ .:.,:.:.. r 
wite with him to climb to the to:p o-r a mGtmtain where he -~;~: \ :< .~ . :···t .,;: _·.,,.. -. ·.~ ... . f •J-,..•-; ·-."'.' ,' '.· ·. -:.., ,.r.:,;--.-.: · - .... .. -~.-..:_ .. _,_ -~-~:~ ·· ; :;\·. :,_ :-., ·~(. ·.:;:· . 

woul(\. be a~le to searo~ the countr,-a1d• tor · ai$ns or the 
' ... , . :· • ~ "';·.: :..~- !,

0 

.- • =--~- ~t :p.t ~~t t.' :-;: :.:. · --~--- --~~t '",?'" . -~ :'-:. ~- . : ..:. . -~:-. ·,.".}~-~,.: ··_ -~; :;, 

.enemy-,._ A.e they climbed., they didn't }glow that on the o-th-
~; ·:·J~ ·t · ·l> '.: .. !J!;.'J.}}S~i:°(~· ... ·:;·•.f°!.ft-~:- ·.;· ·~.;:: . ." -~·T-:~. ;:::~-~ ":: •~: >-~f: ~ : ·•- · '. _' · r ~-': •' · •~ •:7/- · 

er side of the moun'ta.iJl a. Navajo ~ior. and his mate were 
-;:~-~: _. -~- i :;. .. . "'~{; ~.~ -~ .. i:: .- . ! - ~ --~ ~!.. \ \ ~ \•: . ,-: __ . ,. , : .. -~ .- ~-- ~ .. .' . :·· : {.:•: ~ 0: _....__ ..,· ·:~,- , ;. ; • 

elblbing toward :the. ,same peak. ~h ~®ples h~d -iett ·their 
~,. ~ ('~-;· ":·-I! 2·:,.; • t.,.~: -' .. ,:: :..--·: . ::·. ·.: :, :~ ... . . -__ : .. · -'"~ ~- '· ·: f .. ·-,_nrt•'._.: ,;_: ... 

hor~~s . ~led at the t,eot ot the ~untai~ · 
···(:· . , .. . • · . : . : .. : · . ! . ,. . .;, . , •. , · / .. ". ... .:,,. : , 

_SUddenl.J', without even ~~e. ·'ffl.U'D.1116 Qt noisy roet-
· --.·:-_.-/. ·~•'• j .. . :•~•:}-.• • ~~!~~ - "; •.• :-!..:.: ,?::; •,.> j . •: ,• ·. ~ ~ • .• • • .-:•,.~ ::.-.: :.. l••r, • 

step~, the two oouples st~d fao.e ·to f'aoe ~t ~e top ot the 
, ...... ~ ·i .. ·. ";' ~: -· . -;·_:.: ·;~.~- .... :~:~ ~-->--:~_:' .. -:';~·- ·,.:_.. -··,~1:.--=.--: _:· .- . 

J10unt.ain. So a·stonishe.d that noue ,oould speak~ they sun,ly 
stood there tor a short while.· . 

Final.if the .Comanche said, "Well,- I am a warrior~ 

132 
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I suppose you are one, to~, but ,I ~ at a loss to know what 

to do. Let us sit doWl!l here and ~oke While we deoide upon 

the action that we~~~ ~r~ve ~~f~~' should talce." 
. .. -. ·. . ~ ····~•·.:;,. · ... "'~· - ' 

They sat ·in silence, smoking and think1ng. The 

c~ch~<smobd . ~'h~f N&va•jo•:-~ ~1c,ng;;,red ;pea:o~ -p:ipE9',~ .:,e4 then 
• . ' ·- • ~- - _, _: .. - •• • ·~ ·- ' ; • ' . .. ' .( ' • • •• ·: .• - , • • •• • _.~ .... : .. , : ·. · ; • - :- • • . ..... :';:~ .. ~~ .. -.! .· • • 

he spoke·';'·in~: ··, . '!.Wt '.~Ml!. -Wl"~stleJ~tght·-,her-th .-.- 'Whoever is 
.. . •••· :•",~: . >:~ •/ ~ ~.> •."'.', ~•: .:~._ J:'•·• .. ~.~ • I . • •:: - ~- . /9 :~ ~:(•..:- • • , . 

det'ee,.ted muat eu.bmi t to having his throat cut." !he Nava-
.·-~: ···:. ! ::t;.·v:··-· -~-- ... --~. :;;~ .. -.. ~:f,:~·- . --~-:-1:·:":., ~ :· •.. ; -~-~·-· _.,. ~ ... - ~-

jO agreed. ·.WJi1l;e ·'·tlu~y .~st+~·d -tJte; i~v~·s wa'tch!<l t :lnlt they 
• ' : •:• • :. • 

0 

l ~--_. •~. ·:.,~ ('' • •: ; . : ~ - , !~ r. -• • ~- • : i ~:.; • .-;::; : •-:. . ,, • ' •. • • •.(" :' •~._- .j' •._':, •. : . ... 

never .- ~t~:rrupt·e~.:-:~ • ;di-stur'bed t)).~J'P,fogres·s "ot :.:-tile J:'igh~ .• 
""· :~ -· ··._...- ~_:· .. ;_~~ -~ _h,~- : ... · \, ·.-... :··•;,::.:-~.~ ;,.:.: ·!~ .. . J •• ,:· ··:~ ◄f~; .. ~-1 • 

-:}rhe Na~IJo ~•~:cb~ -f'ouµd ·i,t;;~-f!llpe·ssible··'-to ::tight· .tµJT. 
.. \ ..... ::;: '!:~·•\. _:p ... -~T-• .. . . • "'":'~·- . .... . - ~--•·;••·_ 1: ·· ~-::.1~_-; .'t. '. _._p._:.,.. 

long~r • . '·~oU.-'EU?-e .:tne·"•Mriner:ii, ·l\e:,,aa14". · "You<mayJ db wiilflt 
~-.... . :. ·:.:~~.}- . -~- . ; \· ; ~-~; :: ·'"' !. . - : , .· ,· :· .. )·~·:/ .~· ,-~.'1 ·!" .. - 1-.· .r L 

we agre·ed' :.upon -.·betor:e· the · r~t." 

:I ;:,~~,a.1_~ -'.~~~-~~~ 7e~ ~:~~;, :~:~" ~-~~~, ~.~~~~~~ ~;~~~ 
sa1~. "We have witne$ses te pr_ove_ to Yt?,ur people ~4 to 
: j:·· \~-• ;- • '• .. "':'., •::::: - _ ,.,.. :·,. ,:.,.._ ... ,:·./ .... ;_: • ·• ,, ; •. ' . .-·,: •· • .. • • r. , . - .• ,'· . '· ,, .• l .. '. :. , _ : • •. . ·,·:•-~::~ .-,\' 1:~ .. 

my, p~ople that I we.s ,the viotor.. Tou go baok and tell 
.,.:·-- . 1< .. -~ .. ·-::<._,._ ....... .. :-·: .:·.. ··. · _:·.-.. ·. -:. ·: .. : .':: :r_._.-:;.-·;_ · ., ~ ·-. l ·_;_:~ ·_ ... :~:?~: :.~·:~ _ · . · - , ._,_:· .: ~ ~:~~;_: ·1-0:. 

yow.- _trj,l>esmen what O\ll," agreement was; teU them or our 
'•.,./;•.: ~- •• •'. ~ .:~~ ;\ .-•r~,+J:::, tJ:~~:.~ ·:\t .-• , •:0 : ~ • • • t\~", = • •;: .~: :: .. !_.~, T ••,-;-1.."'-:, ,-::,,;~~ ;:"~•t:•~J:•~ ... t ?~.:. •••.~:• •'' 

tis~~; @cl ~hen, _.t~~ th~lll that I ~ed -:rour .l~~•-" . . . . 
;:(_- ·?~·,... t~/~ . .t t_:J .. _-: .. _-;_ :·.·:-... : _;_f . .J" __ .-..,,.· :.1._. ./""::~:_ ;:-·~;:.: -. .i.1 .. ~ ·;. :i~#!:· -.-i~: :t .. t ; .f.,., fl~~?) \~1.£";~:!>::_:~.-

·"The honor that is due_ yo~ ~s as grea~ ~s it ~(Ld. 
·:.:';-/ ~: • ,·: ·:- • '''-r • ·-~ , !" \ •" ~.... - : . >. ·~- ·;, ~- :• .- ·::.:.... !·.·!~ ··. ' i •: : .. ; , ·-.. t-•: - ~;~·i. "':t~·;:1 ~ -~; ·~:\-:1·· .... _.,: . 

be it .. you had killed me. I shal.l t~U tll~m sa. ~. , . 
:::.:;·_._~ • - _:_~_. .. ':'; . :0:..::-- _.,. ::·~:·; ._-.;. · · .. · ;-:. :··--·r'.! '.-~~- .: ~---1?'"-:-;~_;,·: _ ·• ·:_ •· . .-:t.i: \' :ri.J····tJr~~: . ·.•.;. · ~;, .. ,_~ ~t.;.":. 

.... , . . '-:_~4'~ -~~~k_ .~.8fds,,.~ .. ~~~~-- Wi,~_h --~~,!'~;r. t,~~l~~~J; 
4.lv;.,.:;.'.~·,. ~· .. :~. ·-·. ·• . ,J\, ... . ,v ':- °'P. -.. - ~ •.,:J. :· •. · · :. ' J .. . ·;. .. • . ......... ... _ ..... ' • • . ~:. '.,. -~· ·· ··· .... ~_. •.••..•. ,~ . .... .. 

bJ~. they never i,rOJUised to be tr~ends_. : 
• 1.:.,IJ,' .. ; . ' '_;_:, . :· \ ;.• 

c.-• • ;, 
,:-.; .. 



• • • I,. , 

.-.,- . . "j ··.:gie:&t >iriani ·'yeeirs a.to '; tliere WE)r~ . seve1'al..;·ttii~i~s--; 
gf-'e-~~~~ along the -- ~i~~:-~ rJ,;./m1ie·~ e~_st;ot~tll~~i~;,_ 
~un~~bl.s ~ : ~J cJ\ihtryij~s -~-~~J~ti't,u.' with j i,ieii;·: lit-~~~ . 
~d wiil~-f~is ··:~a -~~-~~ti~~! -~a.· ;{h~~~ ';;;e ri~ ~ -~J;~JJ~-; ri~'ar; 
:\1 ;.,_:::::•. ·1-r ;·~- .~-~ ... ·-; ---~~--.-'t 1• ;·1: ~·f l ... ,-~ :·;.~·-·., ... -~·· ···t._. _· . · . .. -= -~, ..... :: i .:,, ,.:...{1-.:.)~ •• :.:.; ... ~--,. 

so the people live~ ·tor ·mEU17- ye_al"$ in peaQe and happ1~~s.-
:t, .... ~ .... ·.· · -; .. _,_\ - •::~· .. -.:""';.· ...... :.... ';: . . : , ..:.::~ ;r;:.:·~:·.;,.· .'._.··: • . . . ·_. . ... ::·:r ,; •. --~~-~ -~~;-:-i.-., 

'fhey .~u.!4 somit_imes ~e raids · ~ainst the whites 1:u. ··T~:igte, 

~ ---~orie:•_ ... ~ ,·,ikt e·v~tti ~en~--. s~e . et '·'tii~1r ~·~~::riitiii ~i>~h 
., . . . ,. 

:.:.t -- ·-t· ":.-. ""- ,i .. -~ .. --~ - -.-· ! · ·-; .:. · ~r\ ~- .---: :·: ... , . ·.-, , _- : ._. =.-}·_. -~-----·, -._i't .•·i ... :~•:!-~. •\·,·.! own· 'vn:tt\$es ;-- _:.,. · · ·- ---- · - , ·- ·--- ·· -, 
··. ! :: :<.. . ·_-.,_~ey-;'rii~-"~tli~rero;i( be~tit. ::,snrprijit ~x,;~;- ~ \fdiei ·. 
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ty;:o:f' s~range peopl-e :.had·'been sighted by som.e Coma.nohe :,hun­

-~.&rb only a ··,r~w'.miles to the west. · He said :. there · were :hun­

dreds ot them; ,and that they were. ~11 armed· ·.and .equipped 

an~· wer~ c9millg rapidl.y eastward:.,.towal"d the · 9omauch~ vil­

·iages. 

•'fae ·,rt;~ers·:were .Navajos .• . ··.· ,'fhey .liyed :-~ry tar to 

$he. ··we~'.'. but ·. had otten· heard- ot the Comanche·s, si):, a 

gre~~ -~ ·,party-0had . been o:rga.nized.'t0 .. come . over ''i#tO: the 

G.omanoh~ '· ~GUJl~·ry iil.~:Order to f'igll._t,. th8!11 -and take ·th~i;- . ·. 

p9~e-~ ~ :-other pr,operty ~ ... , _, 
/' . 

·.,At .on~e all:·-waa · hurry,·.and: bustle · in the ·;Gomanehe "-:.-' - ' .. · . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . 

o.ampi, • . ":W~@- poni.~s •w~re quic.~y•~iven 111, .-,tpe, •bee'\; o~<lS . 
:!.,~' ~,-€,; ..... :' •.•~•• • • •_ • · • • • . . • · _. '• . ,' '.. •- •~: :•.:~~~I '• •: 

9,~t. Eµld":·D.l~~~eti :-by .. t9-~ . ~ri.tff.'·~-;--~o . ~~d ,l;la·sttly P@.int-ed 

1i~~1r . f~Q~~ -~ --~d -,t4eD1Sel.yes,,~thi·tl:leir:~,)est ~fl.PO~ •. 
' . ... . • - - . - . . ..? 

~P,. ~~J;~·:·~~e_m9t,_.,_0~$--~~ .;·_no.~it,ifJ4 .. 9.f t~~ inJ.p~uding ?4tJ.Mer; 
,· . ... ' . . -· -· ~ .· ; .. . ' . . . . ' 

~~-·· , ~ ~~-9,n, .. {S.~ : ~~~ir ~ .rio~,- hat,. -~~ive9-~ .· tll.e. littl~;,,e~~ 

~-~•~-~~---~ :.~.~d~ .;rapi.4J..Y a~y_, tQffiJ+~, ~he .we~~ .t ~t, m_9.,~~-:.x!;e 
, _. - . : ·•.•' ;-:· 

a,~~ci~:~'~n~w ~ - ~!t,-tll~f. ~~ l);~,p;_ :~~is · ~~P ~t:,.~~~ ;rJ.r. _ .. 
. ~; -: ';, : . ' ., . . . -· - ~ . : ... ~ -~ . . ' 

~~Yl,,t {:~h,!l '~-~t~:.~~~~~-~ral;l~a~ •-$~bn.r~.~~~t i:v 1'~, ~~}~ ~~·,'· ; •. 
- . ' . . . . - . . - . . . '.:. . , 

\!~ i~l!-~W'.~ _ ~~~J~l?,.~ __ N~~j~~ --~,;~,._.e:p.q*pe~ ,;~ ~:~:µ , ~or#'J: .. _ < 
• ' , ·.. • • • ' : ' • •' • ' • .. ; :,. .... 1. • 

~ ~l-,.,t.ii,t~~'- .JJl~?t,~1~~, -~,\Pl~~~ -= ~ll~~~~•~~~ . r~@\1~ .q<l.;:~~iJ!g 
··.:·· . , ... , . . . ·-- . . .. ' - .. - - .. ,.,.,,. ,. -: .. ,.,...; =· 

~~g _,~1~-~.~, :-;_~pp~en'\;+Y-,~tb,9~~ ,i\!~~~J ~.~,t(~~~:';S~~ ~~,.s 
-:"'" '~- · •• - - • • ~ ·-· • - • , ,._ • • • \, ... -.~ ,:-C ,r,.. •. 

~~1: :.b,, -- ~eF,• .·, : · _. ., :···· .. ,,.• .... ;'_ 

A ,.C0'1Jl.Cil of .. war was ll:µr,; t eUy .-o~ed, .~ .Q.-,;~l;te ,Qhief'sii 
_l:- \ -~:-,: -_._,- ,-,-.;. : ... •. · ~-t,~.: · -'.• l , . . \: ·. .. ~ (, ... ·- ~ . . ... ,, ., . ·•:·-....,. ·~: - •_ .. ~,:-·,? ~.'f•-'. 



aft"er a · .'bri:et ·tal.kj'. ·:deo.i.ded ·to attack ~at· daylight .the' next . 

morning. ·c.amp /Was· ,ae·cordingly .. .mad:e.,~1n ,~- little glen :among 

~onie _low··hill.s1, and tAe ~r'iors. l ,ay-;,down. and · slept. Ulltil. ·· 

nt{!.r .. ~y:11gh,t. All ;t.hen :arose'.,· ll'lQUllted. ·.their -pQnie-s, :and 

lllOY.eQ.., ~U~n~ly._,~,~~-4 _:tQ -~_ttti9~ . .:.tP.~ N.av~jQ.,-.qaII_lP,. 

_:,: . , .. , .,'.rhttd!JlP \~s · _j iu .~-~ 7QJ,,m1,ng 'l-1-P- . \lflle.~ ·;tJ1~y;"~~pi,:~~Q.Jl.~4 :.'the 

~ov-~. ,.w4~~~ ?~J~e ;:~ne~. \~~ '.9J!:~~:B-~c.\i,:, .i\s they 4~~w ,:n,~:~ -~ .-.ihe 

l.~a4~rs:~s:~i~ ~he :~rd ~::1;.~_:}~µ~g_E3, -\fiJlS\, ,tJ:l,e l.~-;~=~1,e; _o.~~9.4e., 

~ -,-4~_sh~:~ :--1.1po~_.;the,_, Jt~P., · ,rct.erti~ J .~ar:t;µJ,.- :wa~ao,p_~.,~,:µid 

~-~~-.-:,~r_OWl~L ~~ ~lil,9.::N~~j<:>_.r~r_iQr'-',: . . )$.~,.--~A mp.ny- .Q~~-e~.- ~-_,_::,_.,:_ 

ha~: jl.1s1;_-~~~~.en~. ,-fro~.:.~.J.~-~~'- 8:P.,d ~~.:_e.,~~9lq.ng .;~~-~~~e~~, ,, : 

-:'?~~-.. ;fj,·gb,1;,· .. WftlJ, :i~ -~ -~ :'ti_~~~e.-.· . :~lie,_,.zq:a~ j os-, :~e~, 

oov~~~-."'.!~9JD. 'i~}le_~rt . .:StlJmr.ise, s_ej.z.eQ. their bows and arrows 

and tell -'b~c~:-:tram _ _._camp.,* ,~~p~ting .as ·they went.: ,S.om.e• :Qt . . .. . . - . . . . 

tllem .,~~a,i)~<l ~p9n -,-1~h~i,f° »-~~e~_.; -~~,Wi;s ,lc~p,:t ·Q_n ___ toot,-. ,:,llo_l:~', 

~.!3r!~ .ti.~~+~~~ Jis._ ~QJ:~:~ :tll~_Y: ~9µ:J.9- · .1"r;eia,,_Jlt~j ~Q,Q~pl}, ,•~ 0 : ··- .. 

~OW,!3 1,MlQ~_-• t .lt~. Q-~~i/fO~q~~ ~~~ -~~tt .. ,1~9:t. Q~i'lSiP:~ -:Jnc►,W,1~,a~ •. ,.{ 

. . ~~,. ,~~~-:- c;~c~e~; -~1-'?Wlr~ :p~~l>-~-~-~~13,~~ .-~~}a~4.~~ -Q~ 

~b.e _.f:q_pt .. ~9.1-'. the mountain toward 1ihe. . north. The NavaJos ·ke:pt · 
- . . - . - ., ;- ·' ~ ,. . 

toe;ether.-;::.~~W,~~~-_;; .. a~~----~;,9~,~d-__ :i:v~~Y' ~:(),:t --~f: ~:9-~<;-,: .W.~~~ 

~~ ~~~ c:1::~ ;t~e_}~~~f Jlf Jhe~_ .. _ e,u~es~ ... J~~r.:-- ~ll-~_. _, .. ~~~! . , 
~tfo~s -~4 -1;1,g._ ~im~,-,~~ •:-~ _op~_~d-.;~,9~-~- . :tP~l>~~: ;tJ.u~_-·te,~~i --· • · . ., . . . . . .. . 

t~~t- ~~~_.t)le_-)~J:f~~:~~~---~f. ~~-:'-'~~~::':-~~t :_ .. _.00 -~, • • ,. ,.•- ,_ . , .·•:. :, 

,. : + ~- :-_.,:; ~~- ;:&.~~~~ f~~,~~,·:f ,~ :~f~~,:-~: ... Atr~f-~!} tM:·: lJ,!t\tfJ!,c, 
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were -: pushed°:.'away f'rom·,t ·he sheltering. r _ooks,. .and lo.s.ing .heart 

tl.ed in.:wild. eo~s1on,- . eaeh ~r.io::r tryi~ enly to . ·save him­

self. · :-lfhe Gomanohes pur·s~ed ~-and-~.,shQ.t , -them· .do~ one by one, 

tintil a.t ;:,last :.1t,.seemed tha~ all the Navajos were killed. 

The Comaifohe Y(Srri9ts: ·believed .·,.that .-~ot-··a : :aing]fe, .one had. ·,· 

escaped-~::, They~.now .returned to :' t,lle <,a~Jo,,o.~ -,· :gathered 

up-; 'the "ponies, ::e,nq eoileeted e.1+':.th~ .boety. · .Th~re '· WflJJ a 

larg~ amount r of '.,:lt i · ,'f-hete:. ·were· iep~es ,-.. saddles-1. :blaJ.:lkets ~ 

WEJS.p(?ns,. ·: ana:,•t.oo~f be'stde~;au ~ tbfJ·,p~nies-·ot thec:.:uava-jQ .. 

war ·-party~:-,:ne{.1Qoi:b.anches then ret"U+"ned heme to their women 

and chi~dren, .··.'Whc> ,relijem.ed::c,them· -w.t.th"Jgreat deiight i aacb·a ; ·. 

sple1;1di(l. f:eastt .and .,dance.,· ias.ting ·seyeral day:~, : ,was, .. held 

., .... . ·,:,: ... . A.s ·.·the--.yeaDs.,_pa-ssed ~h,E!(:,tattl~.-·vdth•·,th~ .. :Na~Jos, .. 

was• · .. ~st·. forgot~~•'i.r· -~!hea almo$t ':t~nty:,,,-ea.r.s .- a.t'te~d,; 
~ . ' . . - . 

&.\ pa.rty:.,ot '•O~ohesr,,m._s.i.i-et.urnitlS . . tr·om, :an: exped.ition:_aga.i:nst 

~he ,.whites.·tar, .4own in ~exas •. ~te , 0.ne evenin.s they ~ew 
. . 

near thi's .group .. ot:.-mounte.ine·· ,an~,;.c4.e,9id~d to :·~amp :at . th~i:~se 

.... . . · . . 

. -:~~h~~,m~n-:·wei,·e.-,:hobb11ng the p.o.nies,,,:- tUld eome· of,··,th~m 

were lying. in:.-; the sh_ade ot ,=the,· f.:11'~., tepe~s:-.e~eoted, when 

·some .. ot . the; wemen,. • Who had'. goue·: 9~f , a.l.ong-· the e.dge < of : th~ 

rocks ~ookin8: t'~'.•drT:· WOo4~; came· runn1116· back to ca.mp seream­

ing that there . was a liavajo en the· mountain. The Oo:manehe 
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braves ~eized their bGws and ran out to meet the women, and 

when they came near they saw high up among the rook;s the 

half naked form ot a NaTI?-3.() b,r~v~ -~M e.l.ong and leapins 
· • "'_;._ , .:_· '.." r i !' "•~. ~ r; . · • 

t'rom rock to rool; •. 

. ~~~ ~:,~~u~~~:::hilili?~ut~-lt .,~~ . •~owti:ig::~ustt:: ·and they 
·.· h; .. :.;, .. :. · ... ~l-7'•. ~'° :-_ ._ . . .::_ .. _ .. -:::. j·1-•' ;...,:_·•~r_."" .\ f: , .. ,,~. ~:-.:·-• < .. \ ·;, ... ,: ·.: ~;.:·'.; __ : . ·: 

soon·. 'iost-'~h!mc"'i'ii the'::..:toeks~ · '.PhiS'51iext morning they found his 

home merely- a .cave among tlle boulders, but ,thougp. they 
i • ,."-~ ;:-~~ ! .... ) ~:; . -: ·::~-'f'! .. : ~- i . '.,:.~,_.:;:. :.::!t~-- .. , { · --.~,L•;~ ' ; f ·;__ . ; ' . . . ;· .. ~- --. ;·• .. _. :- ·. -:t 

•~~arche,d,-.1:~i:ie, _ t.~er .. oou.1:~ neyer .find the mru;i hinu~e~f ._ Se 
·->.: -_:.· ... '.~-·-:: .. _.) !~- --··;., .. ~ ... -:C t:;{ ~:~ -:,;,,t . . · .·.: .. ~ -~·?.· ,.:, .. . _.··· .. .. ·~= . . _ .. 

they dest~oye~ h1$ .eimple f'urniture a+id went on tG their 
) • . ;•::.'' - ~ •.P , ; .-.-.--. _.':~:,'t ••:::.,.• ~\ ...... ~:-,~:• f/ ,:) fr~,-.;:~ .... ' .,, .. <i .. : ~• .. ~••.':, ~ ~ •. :•~ • 'n\-~ ~ . . : :-_. -: , :' 

homes farther north. 
,_~•·t: :·.> ·,.: p --·•· :.-:".:.!.. ~-.. ••.~ •. ·,·'.•:J_l·:::.,', .... : :'.- ~ · : ~- !: -~ . :-t-... 

- • - ~-•- . r •: .:: •,: • •••"t : ~ • • 

_T~ey kliew ~hat this Navaj~;> niust t:,e ~he 1one survi_var 
.' .. !-~ • ~ ~-~ ~:·:' ._._,; · ... r· : · •-:. :.'r~~:~ - .. : -;-.:~ p ;. ·: .· · :-: ;":-~:·~: · . =· ·p i :.;~•~;,. - . -.; · . --~- : r-.:.; .... 7;~-: ~---

f't .the .. great l)~t:tl~. which_ ~d _. 'i?a.k~~- plaee ~i .years bet'oi-.e~ 
•7 • ,~ , fl> ' l ,!' ,. . . ;• • •' _:, • ~~\ .._,, .. ~!,,. ' " ( p :,...• . ! ... •• ~.,£1.-:•.-~ ,_' : • J'...t._i-'"'... ::•: • ••: r ~- : ,,,::•_::_:~\. :~ •·'. p~ ... 

~so.:~~~P.~~!gfr'.8i;:~l1:~8:~%,~}~er~s ~.¥?r ~~~t:-:7o ~tt~~~ .. ~~ ~f~t~,,. 
verse e.J.9.n~ the 3~dre4.~ '>'t JJJ.Ues ot .. prairie that l~y be-
-·~ . . -:-:. ~: :i-~!.; ~-i. : -...~.'t': ~~ ........ ~· ..>- , , •• , •. • , .l ;.; ( •\~•··. :~ .. ...· . ... ·· .' · .. "'· :.~- -~..... . ' · .. ,,;:~ . ...... . : :·-·.· ,.·~·_:~ · 

~:!' ~ ::·:'. ,·,· ;·~~t:. ~:~<~~_;.),t n ~1~ ~, ~~~· ~~~P~~s .~~~~?,°•:_. ~~H•.~, 1t~,l 
!P-lti>~!t,~t-rhat he lived out hi.a 11:f'e and J1e4 there. In 

. ~inie }J10~ c'.•~9:J.)~~-.. t.~~~~~~-t',?d.J ·t _};~~-§('_ *~,~~~~~! ~,-.-~#' ~!J~.t~l~?t ,~ ! 

~e,g~~ Q:f':~ #~,\~ ;9q_., .ftt.~~ ~, ~ .~~a-~,, ;;-~~ . s~~.~ :~ t P.t~~e.~~ .-11~::,\>Y'.,, ! :·· 

fl~e~p,.81~. ;~iton:: ~,:r __ :ill~t: ~,~.,--~~t~J~•t: ~it,,:. t}:i~-: ~OWl~~iµ.~: ... 

~ t~ :. S!-,t~.~ :9~1~ .. :!~e,,,,?J~~~'~J~aj~1~,._,! -;:. , .: -· <·:,:, .- <· .', '.: ·r · 
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A RAm, FOR HORSES 

. . ~e :~~l:;~~-~ '.:~~<!W ~S..,::V,9~4 ~1" -.Jr•;L~. ~~o 
in J:une, 1940 ., .. · as an · tlXSlJlPle of the ~ -similar 

_ .ver,s19~~, ,J,~boµ;\; rA.t..dQ,, f'(?r -Gr:@.~e·•: -• ... . · . , ~-'. ·, . 

. One night when the m,oon was t'ull ,· a smal ~ bu~ brave 

band of Comanches planned a daring raid to extend into M;ex­

ico in order to secure more hers~s; the. an~mals that had 

pr0ved sq valuable to- their new lite on the plains in hunt­

ing buftaloe_s,. 111ovug eatl).p, catching wi-ld_ prairie chickens 

and Indi'an read runners,. playing games; and fighting eneJllies. 

An expedition so dangerous requJ_red. special prearranged plans 

whi~h had to be strictly followed. scouts had loQated s.ome 

desirable herd's. 

Horses on the range were often in the special -oharge 

ot one soldier or · guard who·~ by ho141ng th~ lea<1,er o'f .the 

horses by a long ~~pe or rein, ~sable to keep the entire 
.. 

ll~rd neu-. 

tollowing clir.ectio~s Qaretully, t th~ warriors advanced 

in the darknoss ot night. At a: certain point one ot the war­

riors ·went e.hea.d stealthily to approach the guard. ·Re lQiew 

.that 8nl.y' ane sound oould mean the. 4e.~h ot the entire bad 

1S9 
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by. the tire of other aroused guards • . He f'ound the guard 

asl~ep. ·when b,e located the rope·, he out it mi~way between 

th~:'.ior~e ·.~d; guard, and led the .leader silently over the 
' .. . ·:. . '·-~~ .. ~{>. 

range wit)l th~ ether hors·es f'ollowing. At a safe distance~ 

each or tlifi> ·seve:ral '.:)hmdred tr1ibestn$n, •:o.augb.t a · h·orse and 
~..!' - ... {: ':t! _: .... :,./"•,: . ; . 't - :- • • 

gallop·ed· -~4.r<J~s; ~he :plains -te th·efr. dista.nt oam1h' 
- :•:•:\ :. ~~ • .. , ··: 



.. ·-· . :{ . - . . 

tfhe s-tory:;,t)lat, -t ~ellf.lWJ:J-~ -1..s· su,pp9_aed -$~,--11av~, --. 
oceur~ecl on T~xas soil about . seventy 'years ago 

-. during ~h-ef h~tth,t ~t, -~h.~ ·I;ndi'(Ul:' ra:14~~ .on the· · 
whites there. . . · 

kJ,se~'t-~;' · ;in ,;;'.1i.Pll:i?a8- ~~i:'1t,.his~0rie.~ . ;ep~- . 
sode to his rel.low tribesmen,- would -allffl)"S begin 

~ or-c 1end ·; -.the:-1S't:oey by:: .sa:yimg ,- f .I 1, µs.e:,,d_ .,:j;o-t~~ _ Lt 
was great. adventure to· pa.J."tic1pe.te in raids on. 

-.- · _ - -~it'° .s~t;tle+'.~~;: -b~s ~qw ;S_~n0.~,-_J J~ -- ,,~~~i,~d, .... ~~ . . 
the tx-1be 1s at peace, I realize that great. W1'0J38 

,'. ' -,has ~~~--n :J~, ... tf --: ,;·-.- . : · , , ·'•;·· ; . ' ; ' . ; ' . 

A'-se-~, who bas been dead abo\lt .ten years·, 

·. - :
0it!I! .:;~~~~:,.t~~:1: e.T:8-e:1m!~J-f-~~~~ . ::~~it~r2~:::~t;ief.' .his, -~~'1th. he_· ~$,. ,quite, ,~~ 

, fhe,_:AA,~17 ~,s r~lat_e~- t~ ~ -, b_;y;: Jia~)le,1, Mow~wat 
in July, 1940. · · · · 

,O"°t;_ ;e.ut. .a :~th :tll~ -.~Q~h~~t•, ~ _icn:.~~, ~ea,ohe~. 

~~A.@ .. ;\~P•,~f ,-,a .,~~,aln, an~,,-~ _opp~4,ci:~ -_t~e a view ot what 

-~ay ben~~t,h :t~~~,-- }!~ar J ~~e. ,~~~ r~t ~~~-, ~~~~~ip.,-.;t4~t:.S~W 

.1A -~~ :hOV.S~:~ · : ~~ --~O~~e.,e.~ ~r,e· .~,,~ ~:b.~ -.. _h~u_,~-~~ ~ :'.'!8:~h1Dg 

t:'.) • . :· .:·-- ,~, ·~-~1 .. ~$:,',~~J:r~ '.t~~ -~ounp~i~ --~~ 9~~~~a~,~;,,: ap­

pr.oa~hi~ the house, they tound a woman inion~ ot the ro9tll8 

readina.- When they were 41-scovered they began sheotµig . 

their ~ows s.nd ~ows and giving the ~hoop to frighten 

everyone out. ot and e.way tx-am the heuse. No one was h8.l'lned~ 
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but at'ter the whites had fled, the Indians went t~o'Ugh the 

house, tearing up furniture, brae.kins 0'1t windows, and shoot­

ing wilily. 1hey 1;Qund some ~~n.' s ~t$ a~ they tore through 

the olothiDg. cutting the pants ott at the knees, they put 

them on and rel.~ed •f'dr.:a ·':!'smoke~.rt-:-··.,Takj.ng wat tl>.ey ooUld 
• + • •• 

with them, they le:rt, ridlng th~ horses t~t they ~~pt~~d, 
.~:~ · ·::_: ~ _:· ·_· .f ,., ., .. : ~ : _ .. ~ ... , .. ;' '~!.:' _'. ... , :~ . ; _.;_-~: 

~e next mo~ni':16, look1:Q8 <;~ ~OJJl ~nother m~un'.tai,n, 
'. • ' • • . •• t, ~ __ ~ ... ~~: .~ _:·/- .) :. • .. · ·, '\_ ... , •• ~·1,.;~• .· l .. _ ;_ ...:a•:: . . ,. ~- - .. ._._ t: .-.1~,: ;~J., 

they saw another tarm. house. Horses were 1n and around the 
~--•. :·-1 1~ i~ ---= -- -~~:1 ;_~~.J,-r .; •_ .:- --~ ... 4

-~"' .... •· .t- -- ~~- ._,..,. -~ 

barn in a lot. App~oaohins the house ~µietiy with bows ~d 
·,"': •: (' f ·. -; ··;. ::.•(';· -}..:..>J -!·· ... "" -~~ - _; •• ~-~-··~ •• ;. . .. - ~- :· •.• ::'. •. • • - • • • ~ - •. . 

arr~~ they rcund-mor~ than jµst _o,e _f'~y. MW vi~i.:vors 
. • • ·, . - _... ·.:. ,,: J_. -~ . ; : ~ • • •• . . ) • .• ...:-•. ~ -- ~; •. ~- •. .. . 

seemed to have gathered tor a special. o~ca~ion. . In t.he re._14 
, .. . 7· . - ·• .: ·,:•·. ',.· . • . ~ ·.",,· ' ,.i. ~ . .. •:,.•,!•~_:: .· _ _;-:.l ·-;-· _,_1~: • .. :-~'":•.'~ 

that :tol1owed, the whites we:re kil.l.ed Gr WOtUJ.de4., As the 
. -, : .. ' : .. - -,:' . . , . . . -.- _;; . : . . . . ' -:;. - .·. . . . . . . .. . -.. :"" ~-:: _-, \ ~ .... ' . . 

.women and ~hildren ran tor safety in the c~llar; the war-
.,.. .·. ' . . .. _: : ·- j ,; ~-:-!; ... ~ . - c- . . ._-, .. , · ,. . . : : , ... 

rlors grabbed thetn back to frighten them a.n.d then let them 
i (· i• • •I._ •. • - • 7 .-. •.•• ••• • • , •• ~ • • • •: ·•'. • .-, • , ' • •· • ., 'Jo';! •, · \ • i- 'I •. •• .! •, • '• 

go.. . '?.h~T kUled and S()~ped . many ot ~h~ -- men,. an.d took tp.e 
." -: . - . . .'. _:~· ~ - t -~. •-:·-. . - ' '; ' _,- p • • t:.. - . 

scalps ter aouve~trs ot their suoo.ess • . 
. .-.. :-.... ··: ... {~ ~.: __ ~:-r·:_ • .. --~.; ~--:-- ·.( .... · .·=~~- _c .;_. : - ,_:_ 1. ::· : • • ·-: .✓_ 

Th~ screams and $%"Elans and ~rie~ t~t th~y ll.~~4 • 
-._ ... :;\.- '•;_,.- . · --: ~"'"~'(".:>t··\1: : • .. t ,.:.· ~~~'X=·~• ,.::::•\; : _ _ ·.: -- . _.,;_; ; :~:. "·r {-; : }~·~:~·v•--,.·~:.·~ l ·~~ f~. 1

~_:_ : ;·:,., - ~: · 

didn't pleaee the warl'iors. To quiet them. they set tire 
. -:.: :.~ . . . . ' ,. .- . :··t:· : ,· .. _. ... ·- ... ~. . ._ - . f'· ·- ··_;~.:-- ~--. _,· 

to the house and watched it blU'll dOlVll. Then they toQ.k the 
• · • • • ': • • • . • •• _l ! .. •. -!" ! _. ' . . . 

horses, t~~i~ prize et ~he raid, ant drove them home. 



.; · 'STORIES OF•-"ij:EROES\ , 

t. -~. ... .:..:. ~:.. . . 

ant\ ,rtandar.ds,: .. ot be~vior and instilled. in"him: .a:~burnil'lg am- ~ 
· ~.· ~_-:; .":, ~:, .::_,., . ~ ( ~9~.?;•~: :_~·:l ~.-~:>.•'·· "".·. ~.: • •• • { ~ • - -~- , .,.. · • , ... • ••• • · . ., J 

bition:·to'._.ao~omp1-isli11that·. which weuia:.bring .honer · to . him, i 
: . ·_ ... ·. r ·/ ·:- ~.-·-; ~---- _:·.· --·.:: ·.: ·. ~-~- ·~•:•: ·. -::;. ' :· ~-:: -. J 

pers<>11a].!i:t : ~ \ tt~~t ti,~~!';, ~s ;~, ~of~:-. ~11,BY S8?"9d as ~ 
a guit\,e __ t,o":_ll,Ot'i:on, :'i)O_Sitive<ar negative; 'i-n:,t'he/ :taoe Of dan- :) 

-,. ···. . ':• .. ··· ~!<:: : . · ,) ,_ /;;;;: ~:~ ·:,:·. ::~ . . ~ ... .. ~: :.~,j.-~ ., \.:·;. .. 1··.·. ~· ·-.-: >._:.\_ .. >· ._ . u.. 

ger or in-: a . c,ifisi-s •. · ·These :narrat1ires, in-a:'dd-itd.on··; made the O 

yotith~"pr~ ·o"; ·: .. :~~~i2/ i:;-~~~~ an:d h~r:i~~g~~~ -~T~~,:~; ~~~ounts · ~ 
. ···_:,?·'..,'· '•·~ .. :;· ;:-i~ ~- ;..,_ .... ... _" ;·.,"'· ·., ... :--;· :: ·_:£~';::·:·~.:- ·- . : . . · .·: ·. ·:<; ffi 

of tbe lo.Wlt :r~{s1116·~ ~ac ~--11l'ace:·; ot":ho~or: ~d-· pl"e~tige .. i~pirei 2 
·• • .. · ->. ,-: •. ~: .. ,-. ·r~\~ >· ·.:_ •. • ·.·••. '. • , ~ • • • • • -~: · :. • •. - .• • •• 2 

the P-~-~r,~~~ ~-~~ltt· t;t:sJ~-~to~t;:_ i;9~gottett s'bh":··~1r·- thi3 tribe- -- :i 
·.· .::~.t~~•t"'. .... •:·J~;, :·-;:_';.._{.,..,· ..... :: · ....... .. ~ . .:.; ._:_ -~-. . :. :.(-1:~:~.. .. . ' 

Sinoe a pesition of lea~erahip was not inherited; _anyone 

could ~splr~ 'to·:·tt'~ 1r t-be·' nienib'er:s -' ol" .'t'h:e 'trib·e;; ·•.• tG~i}s:,wei,"e:' ,. 

11e"v~r h'e~l ta.llt·· in-- 'a.'c'k:ru:,W£e'1$ing '-her()'i,o ·e-~r\'tf-' wi-1'1'.'At:11~ 'hQ~br 

an~;r 'e,rard·' ·siglitffiilg ·a. :m~st· ·c,t~l)'ore.tlo vtay :o:r·•;.li-fe ..... ' Many 

storietf that •o;oul:d well, . be' group.et\ llere will.' -b~ fOUJlld . -tic 'I 
. . 

the· ·t11fi's':t<o11~ ,:ciailedo: :n.s1;orl:es: ·cfr --the'· Warpath~r~-· a.M··•::1,_st'o!ies 

.o:r-··-si,1:-1t·t~u:1:~ce\1:.r · ·: · • · · · ~: -,.,. 
"· 

. .. ~., l ,· : ·.·. 

.. 
" . 
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THE CIND~ BOY 
.· _, ... , 

· --!he. title .ot this story-, which I attached·. is 
mere than a •re Cinderella stery in that it ln-­
oludes.-·.~ h--ere•_s_._. r.es.ponse:.:to .Ml~ ambition,',, his -4e•' 
termination to reaoh it, his sucoess, and, at last, 

·-his , ~4it, · .. - -·. ·: . · . -: .., - ,, . =-

In many _respeets the narrative resembles some 
- .- : __ Eu,r~-- t~llct:ejl.es. ·'$Il1<3Dg .tmt:ah .. are ~Bo.o-:trs -. and His 

Brother-a, and ~The Princess on the Glass Hill" in 
.Po= T.!lge·s ·,.~m:- the}-Norse,, by~;P,et.er.• :0hristen 
As oi,:i.sen. 1.rhey _oan be i"cnmd in the Engl1$h µi 
-J-elulscn -and.~ ~~ot-t •:s :-'Antholo5ii.ot mili.~en-'!_.-:<-~i~--- ·{, 
erature (Boston_: Hoiigfiton, ' fil.Ei Oom.p~U.Y, · 48) , 
·pp_. \ ·tsES~~li62, amo1;1g the Scandinayian to1kte.les. . 

The grandmothe:r in the story is a mediein,• 
woma.n: •. : Me'1iP ille: wom~n: are.:. not·:.1-r.o quentit, mentic;,net,.~_: 
by the C01tlallche. As "witch. doetor, ~ .they hold a : 
p.o~i.i;io~ ;fJ.-i?Dil~: -to. 1tb.e. medioine men, but th~y da 
not have th~ general .and broad powers ot leadership 
in t}l~· .. tr,il>e.: J;JJ.(}.~ 1n. th~ ~er~»ial tepee-. · 

~he i~s-~nd was tald l)y Mow-yjat and interpreted 
b,,. DS!'hel-,u--"lfa+ ~ - . -T~,ne-- ., ,O·A.I\ , .. ' ' ' - ' . . . .. J ~ 'it - :-.~" T .. ~.,,.!~~ ; ,_M-~ .. f ,+.,...,~. - . -/, .- ·;.. . -. ! . · •. -

There _onoe was a very pQ~r boy who 11 ved a.nd tra-
. ,J : ·t. = J_;:;: .-:,.~ ~-- ~ =-' ',. -.-.!.~. : J ~ _:_'.~f: ... - · ._·/~; L, . · -:"!i.,::• _j.·~-

~eled witb. hiQ grandmother • . e:qe day, when .the Indians were 
;.. •: ••· • I ) • r "If• •., .~ ••• • ~ : ~•- .; :-. ::, i-t: ·1 .. ~ ::•:.. • _•; •h • : '-:i •• ~ ' • 

camped ne~ ~ mountain streiuo., ~Qne at the hunters .ot thfl 

tril,e 1"~~d ~i/ eagl~ . pe~'chel· atop>~ te.11 · tree. .J.i''i ot·;~h; 
~-~~-~-:> .·- ,.·. ·- _{ ._ · .. ~';·-~-.. ~;.; -~._ ~- :_-·\:·· . -·, ... ;·, .. _:_ _., ___ ~1;\-.:~:·1 :-J. \ ,~ 

most skilled arrow shoqters ~ttc,mpted to bring d~ the 
?.._;;:/~~-v:-_.--- _ ... \:...~· -~::·? - . ... -.:··-""·· {; :. '•=-: :.;.:f~::- ·, :_.: ;::.:··, -_. ... ;_ ~ .. .-.i.~ · . .<}!;. ~z . . 
eagle, but {111 tail,ed.. ~he ohiet ta1:ting an i _nterest 1.n the 
:e' ... ~.:;:.~ .·. /J .::.;., .;),Y."- ; ,.. ___ : -~· .~· '".: ·I .1 

:·:· · · -::-:- ,:.._.., -~ ~.i:-;:·; - c; .~ :: ;, ·"' .. .:. ·::.~ .. : ---~~~:~(·~~~·;. 
conte$'t announced that he would give his daughter ·e.s a prize 
!t-'~-:.1. .... ':. ~ ... . -•. :·· ::: ..-~ -- .,. :.. ... . . • -· ,: .,,} ·: i.; ' ~~ - ·\ 

0

?. ' ·-~?, ·_. . -.- '. ~:;_ . {::?·-.,. ·-:: : .. i ·~· . ·. •:-~\~ ':": ·-·_'.!- • 

to the warrior who was suo~esst"t:tl in bringing ~own t~e eagle. 
-~-~/·_-~ --._, · } .. _'-• ~ _~_} ,': .. :. :. --: ~- -:·- _-: -\ ,_ .-.,! _:-_ · { -1 ::J.-, .. ;_;~~;· .. ~-- ... -·,:: ~ _.,~_ .... -: ... _,.~ '_.:.::;:.( :-_. ·:·· . .:;~i-" ~•-·., 

l .44. 



.l:45 

~.-.. . Tll.is;·,p_oor· J~oy:.- gl"eat;l.y,,. ·mov.~,d,. -·ran ·.home .:to :his -grand­

ilJJ.Other ~~ teli her et the re~kable contest and the coveted 

prize. 

--~ -, is~n, YP\1... :wi.11 · -1:µi~~, ,~o -:ohall~-~ - in.-. a ·,:oonteJJt:, 

wb:er~ . so :~y .. -9t: . p~ _ be_S.~_. hAAP~~~' ,ar.Er e:Q.t,;.er-t14.~, .. . But; :-1~ ::Y~,11, -

; j.,nsist., .I _. ·@alJ.., ·-help .y-ou., ~ :~.a1~ :th~· ~dtp.o1;ller.. , . . •: 

T.~e ,~dJJlq~hermade tour arrows and a bow. As she 

-·~'B -_ tli.~ ,Y,~µn&. ~~~p . ~l?p,ro~q;tie~.•:. •;·_ >:·. , _ ~ -: =: 

;~Ylh,O ---~·s. -that?~. :\h.~y ·4·~,~~-e.d,lft-.rw•. ,· ,,, ~-... --.-; 
.. . 

":~. ~:rass,.~ ,, -lUlkin.~J'i _!=\~ j\~~e_ .-~lµl~ . c ~ A:t -,4~-~)l.1»g~-:!' 

.... • ,· -~e~, ~ t~8:~ ._lu.'s_;_~~~~: ~~~ . t _4~. ~-~~ '<~k ~0;1,J\;~id 

.1ipe .J..e~'1.~J.:-,-
0

• -:~~:~,. is_,~, .. ;~~~ -~~ Of,~11 ,_qOJlt,.~Sti .r , .. ,,· .. ,.-._.~ ::~.; _ 

. ~e bey.: 
0
aime~ anq, .sl;lot ~ No eagle tell. The f.Jecond_ 

• ·•• w .!.;:',1 . : ~ , .• • ; I ••· • ' • • • -o • " t • 

and the ,.~~t.;,~ .~o;w ~~~~t., ~~ ~~.~~-~:.• . '?;he .1_!19:n ~~~~:~, .--~: 

.-loud_~~- . At.ter. .. ~~e-~ -1:r ._fl1_:tt1,11s. ,:th~ .. ) •. a_st a+:~-~'- h~ ,i~t J,t,, ._,.:-
,, .. :.. • , ~••r • •• •-~,. ·• · • ,1-. , . . . . . _ ... -~·-} ••·• · • · · •-:- ,1 ~ ,.• •-;;;.,- .__ p, ... 

.f.+T•;···· 'flle._, eagl..e dropped down at , the :feet at the astonish.et 
' j. ••• ' ' · • ~ ~ • • • • •• ~ ... ~ ,f . 

warriortt~r.; !4,l,~.-:~f;;,~R,,. -~"c~, , ~e~~ll~(;~t.:,.t~ll~: 1.9-~r. _.1),r_~ s. goed 

fortune ''~ -~ ~lW--~~. ;~~-~ 19.~~~J ~~."';9'-'~~,~-• !;\lra.t.,~;~~,.~!18-!·.<t~e 
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was inot worthy.,' The ' .. ohiet·, · however-,:-_ deol.a:r.ed1::his 1n'tent-1on 

of .. keeping ,:.his .;WOrd:., __ ., . , 

'I'lle _boy.f .torn ::-b.e~~lJ.::.t,lle t jey .. ·0:t. hi-s : suqe.ess ... and---- . -­

tear .. lest he .- should ·nQt. -be WQrtby (1Gt,,~the priz.e ··he so .de-sued, 

ret~ed ·t .o , ~ld:s ~-gra~~)ler Vf40·.;:1Wet~L''a :.'-'•medie:111~., :woman.-~; . 

· ,J.t'Dhey ·' laugnt,d ·.,au ,mS'.' l'k,~ause ~r ~:l.ocked-:, poor.- -, :'?hen ·.:.they 

said I was.,-~rthy:·:t,:t7·the .. ,da,t,lgb.t,n:~'·:ot the ehiet. · CoUld .. you 

gi~e :.me·- som~ eleen-:··01otbes ~.-s~.,,1rnat,·-- I twill -malce a .- b'ette~·-ap­

pe8.l"anoe )1'1\e1;1-:-I go ·-tor .:her?" 

"D.on1 t WQrry, son. Xou go to the c,reek and wash • 

. Then bring all your old oloti:,.es to Ille, tt_ she commanded. 

When he brought back .hi$ clothes, the grandmother 

dipped them into a pot ot boiling water that she had pre­

pared. The water instantl-y ~ranstorl!led the rags .to a com­

plete buckskin sut with bea~tif'ul colored ·q,eeorations. The 

worn shoes turned into elabor.ately finished m.oeoasins; an 
old buftal(! hide, . dipped into _the same boiling water·, eatl'l:e 

out a bright ool(;)red blanket; and his shabby head-ch-e_ss be­

oame a me.gn.1:tioent war bonnet·. 

"Bend over," ehe dil:'e_ote4, "ano: let your hair touch 

the 1"'.t·er." Immediately the ,dui;iky braids be.came long, black, 

aJtd glOSSJ'• 

'!-Now get some ashe-s, tt the ~~other said. · 

The astoaished boy obeyed~ When he returned; sh-e 
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turned them into dried aroma~io herbs with whioh sh~ scented 

his now e~lete rega1ia. 

No brave in the memory or those tribesmen was ever . -... -.: \ z: ' . ( ,~ ':-~j:~;),.;:::-. 

seen in such ·f'ine array. His athletic body; his graceful 

step, M ~r:;map.1;- bear1n,t,.~ ill. .shO)te4·=-·ihe oovag~-o~s· Bpirit 
: ·_: .... -. ,: . . :i .:·~ ·.,-..,/ :·- , ~~ -"' ·.. .._. - · ··,!.1 :;- :1~•,-:. : :~. _;.·: ' ··; • --~ C ~·· ·· ._ 

of' this·-ambttious-~,:.ou1;h:i~:-\whose ~eitermf.nation wa11·-:,un4aun.ted 
J., • :.·:;-..:· 1• 

0 

• • ' ~= .... J ,t ·,,· • • • .I 'i \ .. .--- .•. ,.. ·~t.-=:i::,~:' • ~ •_ ~? .... .'; \ . ~ 

in the· ta9•f·o~·.4-~~bultr.•· -~eyone ·now -feal!z~4: he was . ,_· -:; ;... .. .. . .. ,..: ,. . . ~. :·: ·: '. .. t~.• :' ;~ :_. -- ,·. :.: .. ~ ,, .... ·; :_i 

Jll0re_:·.,;or1;hy. the.µ' 4 .1~:thi · others tij':-~e•·thtr·;ohie~ Ef. beau-
:• ... :_ :·· •• : ,.,"!'.;, ·'f•. ~... ,:, ; ', ·;\ · ' ·:.•.s.. u''. J ~.. • • ·• •• ,· ...,~ 

titui~d~~t~r his bride • 
..i~t\~'.~ ..•. !f·:"f: ·.~:'":•.: · 1-·) ~---~. .. ·, .. -

· . .,..-

•· 
·' .. 

-..... 
•: ;, ,.~, ._, V ..... • ~ .,,.. 

•: •. : . •> I 

..... ': .. ·: 
- t • .~ 

. - -. ., .. • •• :. 1·;: .... , • .,.., .,. ,"'.:,· ·" ~ . 

,,. ......... 
. p·, •. 

. •.-: 

..... ·· 

,. . .. 

i . . 
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'··" · .. · . T)li.s ,. is .. 1D.Or.e _t~y-e,-,l).~r(:)1d:JtGry- ~han: tho:·, oth~ .. · 
er~ in the gr~up as it a~tually relates the hereic 

. i :. ~- · de~d ,th~t,-. ));r(l>w.ght, .. ,the ,_.lll8.1n,. Qhar.ao.'t.$r· his · nam~. o't · . 
. honor • . It .is typical. ot the narratives told tor 

_';_-:- , 1;he:.JP'1r"P~8~.: 9t -.~~t11J.,1ng· . .- the::: ¥OU.th,,ot .. -the\:j,r1b:e · 
a desire to do that which is noble and unselfish • 

• ·: CJ .:· i~veu , •.·.·#1i:i-emhr, _; O.OtWage.~ '-8lll.b~1iion, · ·Send"' lov-e-"i.i"'Or . ' . 
his. tellow beings were some of the j.deals to be 

·· :' -~
0~~tt P~ker.' :~ ·~te the~ st~ry, ·'r~1i~wi~·~he . ':·" .. 

•.:~-J''! .. ~t1~!';'·,~P~St,~n -~~ ()l.~n~elY.- 8.(' w.se.:1.ble:; -.; ~p., NOJ'~:tnb.~r.; .. , .;. ; . 1~sa~- · . . - . 

\: ' .. '.•; _:_ .. .-_ ;; .:,;i.t/;l.~;qg.:.~~~-' a~o,, .aY4l.en. 1ib.~·-c~~f. . wa·.~t ~ little,-·b.of, ., , 

~sc ,~~r\tm~-\~~:t~J~raw-~:-l;te~~ .H~ · wa.s~ oe.ll~d·AU.(fok _po.~k~ . 
. . ,.• ., . . . . - . . . -

~,~~~~~--'~Jq.ok,;, ~~o~, ~s . ~he ,.,:rirs~ ·-~aby in the tamily, and hi_lJ 
- ~ 

mother wp.!J,, T~lT- pi-011~ ,.<:Jt l;lilg, .• . :·;_f;lh~ :,"1:anted_-~ tQ, g;-ow·. s1,_ropg 
. . . . ·,' 

;~~,-::,tb,.~_:,Ji~~ t\c~d ~~a'V'.e. ~9,·.dt.tfen~ b.is--pee~le·''.in t?1-~t ~f n~ • 
•. • • • • • • • ·•\ I - • .• ~ 

. . . . 

E!9,n:~:Qlqo~,:~.O.Qt, .. \ff!.s_., E>l~---~BO~,:,tO.~,:play w1,a. ·Qthei- boys, fUJ,d, 
"' : .. , ~ ,.·. - · ..t. ~ •. : • ,..,,e ;· . ·. . • ' . , ' - . ,. ~-....... ~- ff:.'• ;_"': -: . 

•:. -,_ --·,: ene ·-:4~ w~enr l;le -· ha.~ 0 -~Qst r.eaohetLmanhood., , .h.e was.· 

~J);tl\g l.e.1i$~@1Y .-~hr()_ugh,-th~ --~;.~re.st near. th.e.,,.-camp.··,,~.a11d-

4~Jl.+T., ,:fNni::_ t;1~wher:.e --nearby-~.:. t}?.ere bttt-..st upon::the ·,'st,:.11 ·:··a1r 

'i.l)~_!;i:f;rg:tic : :SC-1'88.tD.8 ;"Of · .. ohil.dl;.,~. !, .Clock Dot,k t1ew like a 

deer :t0wa.rd·,.-the spot·.:-:where . ·}?.e .,:'13aw three .. ohtJ.cltdn •·:bcying,,,.t<> .': · -
- ~· \.,_ ~ . . 

.S.t>ai~ a i:,h_igh .Jrook.1,.- •; Far '.::.oft, :_:tlu-o.ugh: :the ~;~r.JJe-s ,,,-. 'a :,rou•4'·4 • 
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gri'zzly ·bear was· ambllng -toward-.th~m .• · , 

Ol:o~k ·Dock had· .no weapons·;with· ·h:tln; but he, did,. not.~.:~·: .. 

he·sitate·,; ~or .every minute ~s pree;ous. He grabbed the 

n'earest heavy limb that he could tind, hid behind a tree 

near the rook, lif't~d his elt.ib, and waited fQr the bear to 

charge. The grizzly was so tntent upon the children . that 

it did not notice him. ~ust ·.as the ~ear went by the tree, 

Glook Dock, with his club raised high, bro1:lght it down with 

all his strength up011. tlle be~' s nose.. The bear tell.l te ~he 

earth, but was on it.s teet ~ail). in an instant tacJng C.1o¢k 

Deok. The;n ·when 1 t started to ~ear up,. Clock D<>ek b:x;-ought 

his club down directly on its noee again with even geater 

toroe than betore. W1th th.a~ te,rrific blow the b~ar tell 

again, and this time it lay $till. 

Clock Dock stood over it for a few moments, to ~e 

sure that it was dead; anc1 t?,.en1 . gathering the trig}).t.ened 

children together, he took t}J.~ . l)aok; t .e Ce.J!11>. 

Word or CloQk Dook's .b~aye deed spread rapidly ~o\l;D.d 

the eam.p, When. the C):l1et he~ct . ot 1 t, he calle~ -Olook Dock 
. . -

to him and tol.d him that tor his 13;ct ot ooU+'aee he woulcl 

hen,oetorth ~e ~alle4 "Brave H.ea.J;'t.tt This was his tirst r~~l 

name,. and he was very preu,d e.f. "-t,41 

Severa,]. years later, when the ~hief of the ·tri,be died~ 

Bran Hee.rt was chosen to suQceed him because ot ·h1'9 st~ength; 
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his courage, and his love for the pepple. Thus it was that 

little Clock Dook became Chief Brave Heart and won the high­

est honor of his tribe. 

l' .. '· 

.. 

. ' 

.. ' ,-
• I, •.~ 

. .. 
• ... . •,1 
·. t. )'- '·. 

i: .. 

: ..... 

) 



THE ~ mmT 
1•~--~·· . . ( ,:· , ·<.:-.. ,.··~-. ·<-?. ~:1_ ' .. ~~(.ii:. ; ·'..,, - . . .> ·· 

1eathet~'-h1Ui1;1ag;.wa:rr-a pop\llu-·;~st:;;.tili1e · b~oause ; '. "·, 
t~athers were j'n great demand t~r decorating tribal 

. . . .. reg~S:a/ .:a:sc:tJ,el~l-,a.trctor "arJ!'i)W~mald.llS~' ', . _;_ ,; ':r: ! ' : '-~ : ,.: : ' .. !: 
~he ne.rr~ti~e wa;:3 written _in Jan~y, 1939_;, by . , 

::• '·-- Vida;;·'fs.hchb.w.;.Vficncah fttle•:;she ft:s --a , student·,1n:·Gadlie , '·--~ · 
High S<?ho~l. . 

-:. - -r_.;·; ~. ::.- ;~ ·:: ; ~--~~: ·.·: . . ...... 

Onoe::tbere:.:·.1-iv~d .an -Indta1t,: ~, '-hisr,wife·-~ ;and-::~,ro-: ,• 

sons~ whoc.,-mote4 'Wi!th H:>tller·.::ti,ibesme1i:. :trem plrac,e:·~ to:,plaoe :. :.~ · 

wherever the r.gra.ss i ·:was goo4 :: enough'-'rt'.o:z., ,·their~,ho~-se s-~-· The -:. J 

ostdest/ .. $011 ,waf;J .. married te a young and_ beautiful girl., the 

daughter}ot ··a ~:well.~kn.OWJl'·family of·' the tillage.. Because 

the younger:'1soilc•was '·noted for hi·s :.b~avery· .. _and skill:,. he --:was 

adm.1:red·-·by :al.l bolud1ng the -~ .lUlg--'l,ride .•. . The .older· brother 

gon~ tor --;a t6w d~ts•;. Iett"·,th~ -:--t~ee,.- in·-0dare;;c)f"-e,the,:campt · 

T.he t.ust dat,,·the7 were .-al~n~; -~he , oldest ···eon suggestea that 

th~y",ge "'£oath.er thut!ng~ ·., .In-ith•ir wande~ing ::th~y oam.e ,)~o a 

r-1""'8r0 ,.vmio·h -'•1V8.S.0·~ng ttull'~-with wate~~-; \Tust ·on.: th~ :l)iink,·· · 

was a i:tall ·tr·ee e.t. :,the ·t.cp-ot which· t.her <?01'4d s$e ,•a itiother 

bi~a:·-with two>lit'tle : e:p:eB :,near ·,a nest.· , . · . . · . . 

.:; , : · · .!!Rtmry:J ~G-limb · -to t:t~e utop,:.-pd :0get ·-·them . bet ore• :,they 

-lijl. 
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.,they fly ,.away-," ,sa,i<l .the older .. bI:.Qther. 

· Att~P ·.;t-he ··,,b.oy··had,:;st.arPed .. his :_climb, · the brother ..... 

-
She pleaded1 but when he threatened to kill her, she 

began we.op.in&. :.and t th'OPP·t~ ··. :.i'Jµ..~:tt·,-a1.3 ~t-~e :·1>..<lJ'. ~ gaille.~ t -h~ tep 

:and. reaoheA,::iQU-P. to ,_:t~e--~h~ y;Q.qg·."b:ir.ds1 1:ihe :tre .. e .·beg~ ':~~1-

·. , ; ··,, · .-R~al-1~1:ng ·•t~ . tP.1lght1.~:..::he :,~oy~cl. t .G th~.:::~~i4~ wll.e.~e.-JJ.e ._.· 

'W~uld .. )e .Qn 1l-~e Jtop .. 4a ~,it hi,1' -the--;_ffl!.'.ter. -; __ ~eMatel.t\:,:~er­

.wards he _;_,1'o~d hittlseJ::t :r:ioatiJ;>.g:rd..ownijt:r.~.an;i ._.Qn ~~~- -·.lqg_./i;µ ~the 

· X')lsbing wat-.er.s •. •· 

~.it.. the >Stcond d'1'. (•a~e;r >;•that -. w;tortuna..-.t~ event •<•his 

~t'a:ther and · .. mother r_(f~urnet.,. IP.DleJ.iately they m.1$.~ed their 

tay~ritEr.-.:i;s,on.·,:,.:.· ~he .. QlA.~r, l;>r,o~b~.~---exp_la1-ned that 1i.4.e ··b<ZiY: '.lµl4,· 

i.gQne _·hunt~ ~d htad nev~:e \~,r~~e.d. A; .s~ar.o;hius ~b~d was 

J:tig -el~-~~~~-,~~e f l>,pk"·, :);~ :rtlr\~\,;ff.\4l-l~s~ ':~l~\his. spot the 

boy -~eard yeioes. l,.()oking~pund, he saw people running 

toward him. and realized he ~s by a trienclly Indian ~llage_~ 

The Indie,ns wel~omed him and .listened te his st.ory. The 

daµghter of the wealthy ehie:f' o-r the tribe~ taking an .inter-

. est in the boy~ vo1unteertd to adop~ him as a son.· «.rhe 
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parents alse were pleased with him.· 

Six years later·, showing himself worthy, he married 

a girl ot the village. In the seven.th year he told his fam­

ily and toste~ mather that h~ bad a lot:J,ging to see hie peeple 

again. 
. ~ ' . 

· · U.1 the Oh1e1' •·s ;:, t'tlmily · w.a.de prepar.at19ns tor-the 
:~ •[• '".'-> • • •,· , ,; ' ~t ; ., , _.;n ~ I • • ~ • r 

journey .• - : A:.-we~k ·-rat:~r, .. when-.the.y -'1Ptere near -h~s-parents· vil.,. 
".. : , ''""• .:~·L·-..,~-~-::. -~-: ·. : ... (~. ?....::· .' 1 ·-· -. : ,1 , l _ , 

lage, 'theyi.maa.e,~oemp. ·:ro~tj3le· night:~ r~An. Indi:an :IBSD: ·:f?.om a 
. -, · .. --~ ... ~\;.--~ -. , ··•· .~,;- ( ,_:~ .. ..:.;- :· . · ·: •·:.- . ~: ·. · , :· ;. . ·- ,. : -

ne ighbobi-ng> trlbe · rt~1t 1ng' '.1iheln. :tbAtwnight suddenlf'."•.exola~ed, 
··f t : ·- ·.:~•_,.. : i..:-r• .. . _ .~.-.. .. -· -_~_; : ·-~ :··. •· :·· :.~ ·>··.:1i ... ..: 

"Wh:y' ~ere -1s·- Jnt,: 1.0l!$f.:i'ost ~ ',fe~ t-rlei4,1 - DO' ·you,•knew me?." 
. . _ .• /• , .. :· · , ·; ~ : . l · : ./, , - • ·;~: ":..: .:·. - : • . ' 

Tiie·: -~wo·. 1."t'-lends spent:~th~ evenlng. recalling :_.experi-
. '(;' .• : · _ . ;.'.l-: ' \" ,~- . ~~ ', : ~- .: \ : ·: ;~ :·,:,_:_ . . . . : --.· -:,, . :1.-· :.- -: ~~ ..__ . ..'.- :-; ~~-.-~- .• • 

enoes,_:: •ot · their ··y<:,uth~--_. 'fhe next me~Dg when they arrived e.t 

the village, his own people ran QUt to greet them. Amopg the 
, •, ;,,'. -:' :: ~ : • • :"'~:. • . ,:. ~ • -. •. ~ .' I ~ • • • ~; ~ . : •;.'-: _~\ 

tribesmen he round his ~ather .and niether. 
• . • • • .• ' , • ~ ._ :- . • • ~. • . • . : • • ... . ,i-;( ~ • -} "· \_.: • • • - 11 .. • ;:~ \ • 

"Blit. mi.ere i~ my brct~er?". the boy .~sked 4isa.ppQ1Jlted-
... ... . .. . ··t~:='. : .. ;/J~_:, ;:- :' C •: .... _-- -:-~" -~ . . .... _. ·-·;."~ .;,:\,._._ , .,:. , .: . .. ... _ ·. ~:~~_:'r: ,;•;"<, 

ly. _;In his own he~ he ~d ~9r~~v,a him l(;)_ng ~'?• 
:s-_ .· . • ::;· .- .. -·. -' C•~·-· ·\:': ··~·- ~:-.. :.1~~-<:· ·,,.'):.·•: . " .• -~ ... l- .J F·· ... ~• · :.~ .·· . ·... J'_ ·: ... ~. ~--- ft,,,~f .. ,'1,~~ ,~~ ~~'.W'.~,_or,,r~~:.,al'~iVfil~" ~~- olcl_.~ 

' ·• • ' •·• > .. . ..... • •~ LH • • --- ' : • • -•- :-- \ ••• • • • , .,, , oe;, • · • , 0 • , •, • 

~~+~~\e~.~~;~,,.~-~~ ,,~~-~fQ~. h1_s ;~o,~~e ~ -~,~lop~-~. ~~r. at 
• • • • • • .,. i ' . r••·: •. •• .,. '• 

1"l1J.l ~ .~ed t .l1,retJSh the vill~ge t~d the hUl,~. 
·. (:: ... ·-;:- ' . . ··;. -~ ./."; __ ; ; ! .) :., ' .· · .. · ,•: .•·:- . . ...... -. :_. . ·; ~ ··~ - - ! .'. · ·. - ~ ... ,-:":t ·:~ .. : 

. ' ' · ..... 

, •, - . 

· ..... . 



CHIEF '!'EN BEARS 

_, Ail .intei,est._j.ng .-::side~light:. ,on·,.the 1-ffe -of· ~b.iet:·: •-
~en Bea.1's is the aeoount of his goiDg to Wa.shingtoii 

-. -~~ .JO~;r:-j;h~dlr_ea_t ,Whit.~ . . F.a..ther:.:.:... ;Aq.o.or.dilla to .the · _· · · 
repo~s et several OODJaI+che, iren Bears was the first 
oh~et. ,1;~,-.J~~n!)Yh•t.o, Was)l~ngtoa -on.-horseba.Okiti T~er.e , ' : 
the G_0verinn.ent gave him another horse; a ehestnut 

_.sorr.,1-,--~e.l· _11~1
_ ~a~er.. bJl~d.-~ tor· e,, .rac~ aor-s.e:•· The. 

name he acquired was given him by the ute tribe 
-aft~r h_e:. l>e.~~e.:-,.P.r•~en1i a~. J) .. ,~~io~. -- . Tn.~ .Jl8;Ille_ 
in ·coma.none is ~ -•ruah-su • ahmeno. · 'l'h~ Ta.hkojy -
tamil,Y: .l:iv.~~ n,~~- ·fQ$ oiik~Ml$~{on- --~~-said to be 
descendants ot the ~amed Chiet. . 

T-he ,h1st~r,:S;e,8il"- l ,egend~, as ~l,at~~, -here. · toUOWA. 
the ver.s_io:n given by Mow-wat and translated l>Y Rachel 

.,Jlow~wa:t·, J)me.:,;: l:9~. . .. .. - ~ · 

~ng ae;o-- ·'the· lidians wer~ ,erunping along a ore.ek·~--
- ~4- •• . ' , • • •;(.!' .. ~• ,\_ _'~ : ~ . ,. :• :l • ?J .• :~•,:• " •• J • •:. • • 

One-night they were siuging· 8.l?,d .4anaing to the beat of the 

tom-tam., - :following 'the:': e.nc·1:ei~ ·;1~\'iJs . of the tribe b;~~~~~---
~ciing. -~ut' , ~1{~ warp~th'~· .. fh;'::;'n~~;<' 4~ tkey iett t~r •t'ii~k­
a~l~s, tf1.riiing•··ati 'lnte~l t9; t~ ~-r 1tfu-~e~-~~s .. :,~le 
;••~i., ·: r~· • •. ~ ·:- •. •. _~ :: --~ ~ ~~ :,-::_ :_._ : • .. :.: ..• _ ~~~.: ~- i: '.;.: . )}} •··:. ..-_ ;" ... ~ . :· .,! ~!, "l-,.-'~ ./,~i ··-.. ,·i 
'tlie others ·we~e ·preparing to qanip one evening~ a warrior 

... . _.. · · ....... _-_. ·:,.- -,-~t·. · \ --~--,-i , :-~··:.~~ 

i'ett 'the· "greup to waDiijr" alonq· ~ODS the creek "'to' see 1:f' he 
•· · , . •- • . , . . ' -:, • • , . • .'· I • • . -. •) ~ • £!.- •-, :: ~.-· ~-:~-- . ~ 

·could tu.I' i1 bett~r 1.ooation· in this deserted tar away tle.ee_., 
\ '\.o' ~- :• ... ,,:, o ':',. -~ . ._i "; ,•• •~;_• . • . .- • : • . ~~ :•.- ~.(. J:;.-.. ~:.;,:- '• :, • ;• • •:•,;l'r ,.-::- d••I • :•:• : ~ •~'"./•:,_-,{,;-: ~-~:'!.:., ,. ·. . .... , A·s· he walked·-, he ·sudd~nlf noticed the tracks ot a-

baret'oot·~4 ~Mia.·· in tlie•.·~and • . With~ut gaing farther ie re1 
After tollewing the tra~ks 
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:f'or some distance, they came to some w111ow trees.-

ttWe might wait here; perhaps there are enemies in 

ambush. We'll see wb.at_ha.ppen~," said one o-r the men. 

While they waited unnqtioed, a 11tt1e boy came along, 

planns in the sand~ Hearing-~tll♦1r _sudde;,n movement., the ohlld 

(perhaps ,~YJG Y~a+s· _gld) st_arted r1:111n1ng, bub ~ne man caught 
. ·.rr : ... ··; . .-..."• .; ·· ·~ . ~~ /. ... ;.:~ · · ,·. ·- j,·~.-::? ~.-· " . :· .: · _ . . .. ~ .... ., .: J 

him. Cs.rfying him, nGW, they ,ooll,tinued to follow his trail, · 
:--r --- · · ·, ·./ -~~-- · 'r-~: ! :.!'·· -: . .. _.•. - ,:r .-~:-~· ·;-::. -::- _· ~ ·· • - J. : • - -~. _ 

unable -to understand how a ohild oould be in this lone place. 
'::-- . -- -··· ;> .. :: ·-: . ·. ,.• . , .. ·_ :_• . ,;·:::J. -. ·_ . ' ', .. ·. . . ,. ' ~--· 

They were _n~t prep~~d ror wh~t ~hey $aw wil,en direotly in 
': -. - . : . , :...-:.·. •.i· •' . ..,.,._ ~ ,·. \ · .. .-... "'· . . . :!., · .. , ·t - : : ;·., .. : .. -.: -~ -. :r •. -.· · 

:rront _ef thel!l they t'eund the 'body, partially decomposed,- ot 
7. '..I,• • ;,•.-•, :,~ ' •. :• :- ~_-, ~•• .. f ... • f>_ •! • .~"- ' , • :.• J.: •~'•,• I f: •., • r • ~ • :~ 

what had 'been-, supposedl.y, hiQ mQther. Sign~ definit~ly 
_::- ~--~ .. -. -'~· : ~:·· ... _ .... · .. , 

showed that -she had been sl.ain. Tracks and depressions in 
:1 .... . : .. ; 

. -~ . . . t . _., 

th~ sani around th~ b~dy tol~ the story of the ohilt ' s al-
. '. :.. -· -~ t~... {._";;_?_ .~ ; • :i.. • ·· • . .... _: ~:. • : •• ·. ..... . 

terne.te p}.~Y, weariness, h~~r~ and l0neliness • 
. 1.. "' -~ - -✓ •• • • • • • , .. . ... : '"., 

Tlley_ took the boy .. bao~ ~ th t-hem to the camp w1 thaut 
~,---:-·:-_:_,.:--- : : .. ~- ·~ .. --.- _:1 ;_ ·-~~ •• - ,- . -·-: -, ··.l~t..., 

eve~. di~ooye;ri_ng the o.~rc~ta,ncf.>s of the mothe_r' s tragic 
·;: . .-=•·: -:!.t'". :, :.t~".'- .: ;_ :o.~. :.. .... -.. : ..-:: : :--~·;. :_:~". :· .. :· · • .~./-<:\ .. ., . .-· 1: :. !_ ·:~:.- • 

~~~th. The )oy was ~dopt~d i?J.t?_.,a prolllinent family. Tlie 
1• 1 · ... :; . . ' ;~~o;:-,1...,t:lt" ·:-J . ,• ... :-1 l :J,;:_._. . 1,. Jt1::=·.\ -~ •, I t" J.:l ll!:,·:-.. ~~- ·:. ,,.·-:1 t·t.:.' ~-•-·:r:.-r~·r /·"" .. i : .A .. :~~-~ 

-~ ·wh~ !3-d_pJ~,~d ~im t~k ~ ~~.,;~:,er_ he went _, even ~e~. he 
• • • . : • • •." ! ; :, ,;: ; : ;. • -.t . • .; I " • • ; : •.~ '\_ ".. • : ,' ,· .~.:• • • . • .-, t,, • :_ -"; 

~-~ ~-~ l .. , _ tQ _train p~ ~o! the ~a~h, the h~~ , and_ ~he 
t.:, ... ;,· •. • •• -1 •• : · \:~.; ~-"' • " ,_.-,- . -~·-:, . ~_;{':. :.. ; • ~~ ... ..... : .:; . _. .--··<- ~·-·: ·. ;._ .. #~\~-- .~ t' ...... ·: i.· 

oth~r. a¢t~vities_ or a Y.GUJl6 Ind.+$ brav~. He train~ him 1l:L 
.:,.;\, -~~:} . --~~- ~·-1i,:..t_t1· ... :i:" 1. ·_ ·: _ _. . .- •' .;.·.-:: .... ~-~/ ·,>.·. :: - .--:· . .ti :.~ -~~-~-.- ·· :. -:,.;~.;· ~ · .. :~ .. .-:~·:·:. ~-"·t~ f~:-~ -~~ .. -

o_o~ag•, ~14ll ,_ and loyal ~Y-.•. -WlleJ he bee~ older, l,eoauQe. 
•,:-:• •· • ... , •• ~;rl) :~;::\ ; •\ •,. •,.-~)': );~ •.••::\~- --:,• f, •• · -•• (_';. ;~\2 <", . • :: ~~i _L• •, • •, ·t ~: :-, •.•;• ~:• .- _~--0£. 

he 1!9-s the brav•st and the _most capable ot all tribe$D1en;- he 
-:,' . · . - !; j -~;t... --; ':' ·: /. V' • ::?· ~ .. ''"';~·- ,,. .. ·:· . .-r; ·: ·!; ~ · . . -~ .. .- t •• : ·.: ;. ·/ • __ : : .. .~- 1, :. 

was ohos~ to l)e:the cb.iet ot the tribe. They cal.led him 
••. --.... ~ \~:~-- ·1•.-c -~ -~t;-- -~· · :, ~-:: , ··~ . .- f• .·.: • · . -~ _.,___ • 

. <!nu.et Ti)u ~ears . ., 



--
I;V 

,' ... 

• • , • • t ·•_ _\ ' - •· • • • ' .• • ••• • ' \'I 

be· true ·ot ·a1f;'fndian orS:t~ri,-· whioh seem to make it es-

peoia11y effective are the f'ollowing_: simplicity, direct­

ness, 8Jld sincerity. Avoiding ab~ractions and genere.11-

zation and depending \lpon t'igqrative l~ge to illustrate 

what he is attempting to eXI)ress, the 0.4manohe e~resses 

his t _hought1 in such a way that his hearers f'ind themselves 

visu.e.liz,ing one, vivid ·mental pio_ture af'ter anothor .•. 

It is lamentable that ,~~h ~xoellent or~to~ is lost 

to the rea41ng public. Eaoll 1;1me I oeine into a Comanche 

gather1Il8; I he~ at least one~~~ reQitation~ !lest ~f' 

their spe_eohes are 1.J;D.pro:riptu, ,it. not extemporaneous, and· 

they oonvince oue of' the tact ;th~t the Gomanohe have the 

ability W express thenu,Jelves ,orUiy. He~ As~:t1ap 1s one 

such speaker •. I .recently ne~d ~ impromptu ~eD1orial Day 

talk in which he oomparet the _old GotnaD,che burial practices 

with these of .the new. Well-ffl)rded and weu~organized, b..is 

talks rilig .-!th _sincerity. 
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I have chosen three types o~ . speeches: Ten Bears' . 
oratiQn is most l1a.t1ve, lacki~ a.ll influences of modern. · 
ea:itJ~i:ion: a~d. ci viliza.tion, and tor that reason truly:· Co-

. ,:.. 

maiohe. Hernessy-' s talk bear~ t~e mark or ~he so'h0olroom. 

'fhe speeoh·~ot· Quanab·:})arkeit-, ·- gt~~n: ,in Eng11l!lh•:···sllows a · re-
- •. • : .-. • • / ; • ' . ' . -. :'; . ~. : • . ~ :· . ·-... • ~ • • - : . • . !_. •. • --

ma.r ka:b1 e. t.e;b 1l i=ty: -:to: :e'xpr.ijss. hims~U" ~even° :iri · .a 'li~ge 
,. - , .,:: .. t1 ~ - .. ," __ ". ',i '; •, \'""..: .. ·· ,° _.c •: 5 .:. . ""-•; •,·,·.·! . ,;-?;>::, ( .. _._•• · 

somewh~t·: f.'.o~.~ -·t .9. h.1:s t 'ongue~--

I • ,•,.,• 

_; : • 

·- . , .... 
.. .. 

-., . ·, -

...: .. . · .. :. 

• .r . -~ ~=- . .... ,• . . .. . 

..... . ..... _ -

....... ·. · .. 



••• ' •• .: . _.:.,:,,. '.- ◄ ':··:<:.;. : · .... 
TEN BEARS' SPEECH 

I • • • • ,:. ~ '-.., ',,,. ' • • • : • ~- ~ -~ ~ • ,.'. • • . .,. •. • • ·• 

you here, as the brooks fill with water when the snows 

~~lt i~ the ~p;ill8 ;. and -~-':reel, ~l,ad _ .. as the i,onies ·do .when 
· • • _ .•• :· :-. . ':. :· • • --·~- ~_;,, •. --~ .,._f,i'": :·.. ···~,.:, -...•.·.,;':-•• , ,:• ·_:. -,.. t ·:.• 

the fresh grass starts in the beginning ot the year. I . 
, : · ._- . ' ·. :· . . ;..; ·-·~ .t :.. \ · ~ -: 

_heard ot your cOJD.1:~ when I was many sleeps away, and ·I 

~de ~ut · tew o~~ ·beter-~ . .-:i · met you~ ., I · hie~ ·t~t you ·had ' 
. . ., . -· ' .. :.: ~•::. ---~~-;. ';._';' ~ ;. 

-·: · :, .:·~ •· ·· ",::-._·.~-·v--l.. : .~ ~ ~' . _:. ·•·· -~ •···,-.,- · 

oome to de good. to me and to my people. I looked tor bene-
. . •. ;"'- ;•~1 _ ... :t::: ' 

tit$ wtu.oh woul~ last, t~rever, ~ oo my faoe shines With 
.,· . _· ;:_ > . _ • 

-J~Y', as ; _ ·lO~k up~n you, -~ pe,op].e have· neyer·· tirst draVin.!.· 
• ' •• : •• •• • .' •• ·.: : ;> .'?. :· ·.;.••·· .• ·: : ' ~---~ ... ~. · ~ ' ~_ .. :• · .• '.'._-:· .' ~ : .. "\•(·:.~-.. ·-·· 

e. -bow or tired a gun againet the whites. There has been 
I ~ ':• .. ,-: • •, •,1 :• • '.- • I~ •:/ t~~ • .. , :: :• ,c'<,

0

•~• ~• ... • ,: • •• .r ' .I . 

~roubl~ on the _l .in~ between ue,, and my young men _have dan()ed 
.... :.~ :.,\ •·;. ·• ·' . •• t • ~.- •• : •• . • :· ••••• • ; ... . . • ··: · ••• -~~"'.,·~·t:· ·:-

the wax- danee., But ;t was not begu by us. It wa~ yotf"who 
'},; •\~ •.·•-, ;-(~•::!~. :,. ~ . •• \ l :.<•·°:.•') · .. ., . \ .' 

sent out the tirst seldier and we. who sent out the ~~oorid-~ 
.:· , ._:: ·:. -._. ·. • ·,'.:'.:. ·•• -'l "\,1 "_' ··• , ',7.~ ,·.: , ·. · 

7
, , .. :·,:., _ .• . ,,._ •• ·~, •. _ · ._- ,,.:· 

_ ~ _yeartt ~go, _I cam~_ up upoa this road~ tollowing ·1:;ae but'-
,·• - ·;.:· ~--/~. . ;-.. ·.'f.t~·. -.: ·· · .. ·::-,;· ~,_,:;,:._.~·-:·c :,;-._,_.... ·•";'-~-~-· !:, -~ _;_ .... -··.-:.•'.~:.: -~·- · - -:;•: •.. ··,~-- · 

talo, that my wives and children might have their cheeks -
·::~ ... 1-·.-·, ·,: "i: ···":" .• -~.-~.-.: -:: /": "· :: . ;· .. _., :.:~- "lo ~ .... . · .. ~ .•.~ .. :-._··./t.,; t"f·~ -~ ... ·: :· . ..... ~~;.: ... ·~.· _~.:. 
P.lllltP ~d theti booies warm. But the .sel«.iere tired on us, 

: .-: ~...-: . ..,, ..... t>· .. ~ • .. ·1: J, : :--! •:.:..t.~.:., · .... , . ? • : '". .: • ~- •• • ~:: .-•·.· • • ~' ri.-:: ·.-: ·.:.:--.- ·_•_i-,. .1.,:._~;;;: 
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and_.si~oa _th,a·:t -time· there ha:s ;be.e.n<a .:: naise· l 'ike- that-, G>f thun-­

~~r .. _st.o~, ~4.,; we, haV'.e ·not··. kno,wn: .• vthl:ch l@.y ·.to. gch - So ·it wae 

~p,on t~~ 08.l.ladian·. -- -Nor- h:8-Ve ·we b,een ma.de to cry once alone. 

The blue~e~sed _ soldiers · ancr ;the.'.. Utes: came · i'i-om: out . of , the 

ll4gh1i when.:.it· was,-.~~rk'· and s:tlll;,~:a.n.d:, ::~or hamp-f'ire·s they : 

11t ·- Qur .loclges. ~st.ead of h\\liti;ngf.,game tb.ey ·killed rq 

1?,~avee,,-~d'.--,the · warriors,-ot the t .ribe cut short .- :their ·hair 

i;~r ~he .. dead. ~o 1~ :)was i..n .. Texaa~ _. ,They ma.de sor:+ow eom~ 

iIL QJU' o~s·,. at).d -we went out .like the buffalo buU.s ·wtt'&n ... : 

tb,e c~m,h e.re .atte.cke~ •. ~, .When w:e -teund them ,we -k111ed . them, 

and th~ir .'°sQalpe .hang.;i ·n eur<-lodg.e.a + Tlie.c.-Comanehes --a.re net 

~aki alld b11n4-, ·l :i~e .the. pups ot :fi .dog ·-W!teti se:v;e_n sleeps :;old. 

~;h~y; tar.e $1.ro.;BS and, .. :far- sighted, .like grown horses. We took 

their roa:4 and we-- went ···on: it.1 .. T-IJ;e -wllite· ~n. ·'Qried, an4 our 

· · . ;• ... ~- ijJ1,t · :·~he;r.:e._-.@ _e. thingS"·:$1:e.h !.Y,OU· have,·=.sai4. -to 'me -~ ·ielt 

J;;·· ~i~ »:,9-t 1._!~e.~. -~h~y ·w:ere 1no:t. ·,:-sweet ... • 1.ike sugar,,. but- bitter 

l~.~, _e;our1,\i, ~. XQtt --~id ·:that· J:Q~ ;w,ant~d. t'oi :put:, ms ·upo1v a •· -;,_, 

r,~ll~~1;i,9~, -t..P. bui,l.~ µs _ heu~~.s ,an:d·,,m.ake. us.~:m.edi·c~e ilodges. 

I . --~Q. •P.E>-'.Ji -~ . -i :,ieJ?,i. · ,I w:aa bo~ .;'Won -.-the: :prairi e .,- Wher.e·· -:tho 
-~ :_·p~w -f!::~e 8.Ilcl,- ~ll~r.e -~~-.,n,~t.lu.llg,,-;to ~bre.ak-,rttie· light··E>t' 

the .. . -sun.,..,. I waa ... bQnt _$Q-re ·$-he.r.~ ~were no -·e.nol.o.snres · and · 
~ . j ~. '~ •;. •.• • ••·~ •.\.- . .:_. >< • I • • • • • • ' • 

$er,e en;Y:~hi~ ~rew, a -tr~~-·:Q.reathr. a: ,~t ,to cti·e ·t1r~ro 

and; Jl(ll_t•- tdth1tt~,wa11s. ·. r ,·kno.w ,ave.r,y- ·stream, and ·trtery-- vro"t,a 
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between .. the Rio ·Grande and th~, Arkansas. I have· hunt.ad -and 

lived ovE=>r that. country. I -.l -1:Ye~ Like my · fathers b.ef'or.e me 

anA like -them I ·111'9'.ed ;)lappi~y •. , 1 • 

When I was at Washington the Great Father told me 

that aJ..l the Comanche land was ours, and that no one should 
l 

hinder us in living upon it. So~ w.y- do you ~sk us to leave 

the rivers and the sun, and the wind, and live in houses? 

Do not ask us to give up the buttalo f'or the sheep. The 

young men have heard tal,k or thi~, and 1 t has made them sad 

and angry. Do not speak of 1 t more. I lave to . carry out 

~he talk I get t'rom the Great Father. When I get goods an.~ 

presents I and my people feel glad, since it shows that he 

holds us in his eye. 

It the Texans had kep~ out of my country, there 

might have be~n peaoe. But that which you now say we ni.ust 

11 ve on .is too small. The Texans have taken away the places 

where the grass grew the thickest ~d the t.1mber was the 

best. Had we kept th~t,. we might_ have done the thinge you 

ask.' But it is too late. The white man has the country 

which we ltn·ed-, and we only wish to wander on the prairie 

until we die. Any good thing Y.<>U. say to me shall not be 

torgot~en. I shall carry it as near to niy- heart as my- o~il­

dr«:'n, and it shall be as often .on ray tongue as the name o'f 

the Great Fathe_r. I want no blood upon JD1' land to stain 
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the grass. I want it all clear and pure, and I wish it so 

that all who go through among my people may find peaoe when 

they oame and l.eave it wnen they go out. 
• ~ : : ~ i ,- •:_ : ' • .,. . • ~ ;• • • I •• :,~• ! ,.: 
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Q,UANAH PARKER'S FUNERAL SPEEGR 

~~e speech that follows was delivered ~Y ~uanah 
Parker at the $eoond burial of hie beloved white 
mother on Deoeinber 4, 1910. It shows~ above all 
else, his ability to · expres.s himself' even tho'1gh 
he spoke in the English instead of his native Co­
manche language. When speaking tn his own language ; 
he was as eloquent ae any speaker.. of his tribe.. . 
The speeoh 1s given as . it was. printed in·the Lawton 
News~Republi.oan of March 3, 1911, l,.awton·, . Oklahoma •. 

Forty year ago my mot~r .died. She ea:pti.µ-e~ by 

Comanches, nine years old. Love Indian and wild lite so 

well no want to go baok .to white fol.ks. All aame people 

8JlYW8.Y, ~od say.· I love m:y- ~other.- I like white people~ 

Got great heart. 

I want my peOJ?le fo;Llow a:rter white way, get edu­

cate~ know wor~~ make living when payment stop• I tell . 

'em they got to know piok oottoni . plew ~orn.· I wq.t them 

know white man• s God. CQJnanohe IIJAY die today_., t omorrow; 

ten years. When end oomes then they all be together agail\; 

I want see ID1' mother then. 

·ihat'~ whY. when gove~m.neµt United States gi~e m.cney 

-tor new grave; I have this rmteral and a.sk whit e :r.elks to 

help bury. Glad to see so many wh1 te ~eUs and so malll" my 
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people here to t'un.eral. That's all • 
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'· 
WE COMANCHES 

The· tGllo~ speeoh·-waa <leli.vered ,for ··a school · 
funetion by Ri.Qha.rd Hernessy (deceased) with .whom 
the speaoh:;:is-~origina;t.:·:-~j~ept '.-t<:>i- the·, aid· lie r ·eoe·d.~ed> 
fram his instructor. 

we-,-., ,!t-he ,c:oman.oht:fs ·ct t.ocfay/ :ara · standing: :~pon :tne-'. 

border.,1-ine'i~t a . new o.oun:try:,; a ·cdunt:17 that· carin9t be· ·;10-' 

tur.ed l>y.,:e.rt .. ~n.or ·dep4cted: by .:the ,p:en -·13t ·man~ - .We., ·the ':G•ii~ 

ohe.s .ot ·today./ rare· ;t-urnin:g •-O.ur· 0baeks. ·,upon ,t bif old •·OOUllt'-17-' 

with -its .. many .. tradit-ions sacr.ed·. t'o memorr,· a:nd :are· .sp~d.illg · 

with .. g.reat:·l•ap.s end··bouna::s t<i>ward; .the :new- count-1'3" or whj;Qh . 

L ,do -n~t., .o.ondemn iour old .. sta:ta. or. eiviliiationda:s. 

aome..thing: ot. vmtoh I wish to be :ashamed:, but'· of s~met·nins · 

wbi-ch . ·the .:p:r;~s.ent gen~:rat!lon. of Qbmano·he·s·, ~altould: ;pu~ "8.'$1de ~ 

a;s.• . .. cme·•:~ , an. ol,~'( -plmv,;1,)1$t,·no.,.-&'ong:er:J08JJ) b:t,' :,u.~~\;,to:. 1t\tt'-'1J> :,.· : 

the .. tertile.1~-ield-s·~ : tM!e·p~guott:on ·,Gt ·tood,- end the1r ·J:.ear.n 

tQ ·t:e·ed. the ,l\~-,mind~.:. or.:,. a:· o1vilizattE>li,;,.8eek1:ng~ ra-ef3. ·"or.: .. - . . . . 

: .. ·. . . . ... Be,tpre, ~ .ao.e.edWS., f:urt,her ::i.t n:r,igat, -b·e 'c. well ·.to :apeak·lc 

ot· QO~i-~;~.PM ... ,.~d:. ~9mnent5.,· .the.:'t :· a~counded the .eomanehes 

of. i-.fi~y ;~ ·.a:i hundred ·. Y!JUlfi. age· ... : fh-e C-Clliaae·he$ ·•.were . members 
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qt _ tl!la~ :ao~l~, _,r .a~.~ .. o:~ · Indiana '!fhO :at.;.~n;1e. time we:;e. in •peace ... 

~9.le poa~esaion .,,e:r -~ part o.:r the ;.oo.~tinent of ~~i:th. ae:r,iea. 

'?hey. rofµlled , 11;s,·m.o.w~:~a,i~~-, plat:ae.,,.·Jlnd, .-valleys, ... µnmole~ed : 

•Y the,-.:·S~.r.o~·:; .. ~t,;t.i.n~JJ: ·-h~ds·,~t. ~b.e ~t-e .men, P.~~sess+~ -. 

J!lOre af tb.e :, mtµ;!~i'.~h~t .:.~~9rn .. \):µJ:l:U~~~;ty, ~n.d )."e:w~r .. -~1;' ,. th,~---· 

vio~s--~~~ · d~~~e 't:han,-•~~-h~bl~-,,pegple reco.r~f\d ,OB p~es 

. ( 

We:w:erti.~el,~s ~ ·: t 'P.-.-•i~,}~itt.-ie,~ t . t0.r au ):nd~e.n ~o roU 

away _th~: h~~ stQn~ ,-9:t -,pr~-j~dJ;o.~.~ ~ ~t,he white man• s _ mind as 

thou.sand~ ·- b,a'\;e .,him ., b.~ca~e ;t.h~y . ~o,-i;n<i>~- lqlow him-, ,a,n.d -des,1..re 

U,~t to ltn~ ~µ1 ~•~~us~ t~~Y h~~~t-~il!l. An eoonQDJioal . BJ1d. . · . . . . ,. . . ' ' ,- ., . . . ;:- . ·: . 

secial eon~it~~~,.:roro4's. ~l:).o eo~~h~s, as w:e e.r~.!tor.oed .-~.~day; 

to eeek _the p~th, 1'~$.t ,-le~ds to ei-v_Jlization. ~~ _mµlts pnoe 

•~~e· supplied b:y __ th~ J:>~untt;lous nan~\;.ot nat~e, . tqt, -nature_ ~hat 

un:rolds :~n4_ 9J!~~~s ._out her fo~!.f!t __ ;-ebes;---~~µigi~ l~reiµ.~ss 
~ • , I • 

iti -J~umme;r. ~:t).l.- :lin~-: .. sJ;l.a,.dy•;_:µ,.!J;.·~S 8.n9. •:Tal.e$., _. Slld -,a ·:_ qut:-~tl\.O.~S 1n 

~~~'.:~~- ~ --m~µQ!{::.-a\lt~• wi~h-~.~ts -~r~~gat~~ ~~~s ,,.~ :~'. 

t~µ,:¥lf5. ie~;v-e@~. ;i~~~er~ay- "tb..:f o~d-.,~~eh,-:J~:r,-. ~o~_:/lt9fi ~+eep 

amid all these bea\ltitul-scenes and. awoke .en the _,niorrow .. _eon-
• '. •' . : • • ; '-' . . ' · · - ,. . . ' ' . . , • · ·• ! . • . . ;-- . - : • !. .. . •• 

t)"qntE!d ,by ~l?---,.~1.i~1Ji:ni:s ~n~~-:-,t~e on,,nµ-d-:_~o~.rPt .. ~1 yiJ.~"'! 

,~~i~l.l·t · .i~~1,.-,~~~ ~~!: ~o~~he !4;h-: aµ. -t;h.~ ~: 1>rt1~C,~l-; ~~t:_llad 

~~~n -the. p;~"U<i,.).)_oa,:t : qt his raoe tor generatione, found h~­

self eomp~+l~ . .. to t1Q.L ;to :keep 1ihe :l~Jl.d . t~t ha<Lp,en ~~~ 

huµting ~~und~.- o_r •.~~?. l?eopl,~ t,.-:r.- 86~~• ·' --~ ,va~n -~~lM,~,.he 
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mar-oh hi:s . ·crude ·, methods of war1"are : against the death-dealing 

ihventi·ons of.: the wll.1-&e J;'S,Qe-; . but'·· in: spi t ·.e of hia bra.very:_, 

~:ourage, a.nd·· deterllli•nation ·tc:> .. retain. th-em., .. his vast- .,dema.in~ 

we.re swevt-: lway ·:rt-am him.<~ Jr,inally he we.s placed within the 

narrow e~ntines or~ Indian reservatien, as bas .been the 

tate c,f all tribes or America. Here he was to make a last 

stand against the i~vader. He was not now waging a physi­

cal warfare for .the retention of his cou.ntry, but ftghting 

to retain h1.s traditions and customs. 

First we find him embracing _the religion ef Jesus 

Christ that the missionari~s brought. The way was now paved 

tor an easy journey beyond the border line of that old eoun­

try. The missionaries were also the first to lead the Co­

manches into that mysterious land oalled--"educat1on." Pri­

marily it was through their works and efforts that the gov­

ernment was aroused tQ its duty towa.rQ. · the peopl~ it had 

engulfed. At the present time we find most of the young 

Comanches being educated in the ditf•rent seheol~ p~ovided 

for them by the government ; but they are, tor the Jnq$t ·part, 

listless, going out frem these sohools to live the l~fe of 

the eld Gomanohe, while only a few have taken advantage ot 

the training received. 

The time is now upon us when we can no longer live 

the live~ of our fathers, sino~ we are today completely 
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surrounded by a highly civilized society. We have yet to 

learn to desire knowledge, to take the initiative, and tQ 

know ourselves and our oapabi}.ities. We must do something 

tor ourselves and our people. 

• ,it., ... 
M " ,:, •,J • • # 

_. . .. . ..- ,-t. . , ~ • 

. .. . ; 
... i 

. : .. 

: • ..... ·: ., 

. : i:. - . . :• . . , ... ) 

-! • 



,v. 

••• • . .... ·- •• • • • • • • • • , < • 

Tho . ~ourse o~ r·a:ction ~:to.r ~;th• O~Qhe, : wl>,etl :·-1 t in-

volved $~~1dus-~: ":Sa~;~4.;,···-Cir ~ibQor.i·~; ::•eoli$e~~~p.o~•;;.?:~~ ~,_ot-
. ·,• )". •·, ) • • •,: ~' :•• •• • "'i ,\ ,·I • . .", { ~ \,-. ••• • , " • ~::t . :,,. ... "',;" ! ; ' •' :• •: •::, ;: •,~ •: ' , •: ,- , 

ten determi;led.-·)>y .:~Jl~ ·:9-~e~t : Spir11t~ .. th.at. ".spoke -1.n~:.dreams Qr 
u:· . • : ,• .. r i' , ~- ~- - ~· . -• :• · .. · ..,,::~ •• •• , ., . , ·~· · , .•·- • ·r • 

thro~ tie ·,vo1ce ~t the ~a:io1ne. ~, wn.~ --~s 1n oomm.un1on 
... · . . .... ' · ·: ... ~, .... ~ -:-. ...~ -.. · . r: ... ·, 

with ·the Qreat Spirit.:-: ., -: ' 

o :~"'. ~ • ~- -~ • : -~ i ; •, ,, '• : '•• •t •; •• • •·•• /::,,, ,:• ; . L •• ~ • 

~-he narratives ·.in:.~.t~s -. division; although ha.vi.~ 
. • : , ~- .. .. ~~ :" ·(· . .:-.... -. - r- , \ ... _. -. •· 

the ~lement of spirit guidance in them, oontain .five sto~ies 
. . 

of the supernatur~;« _t~ee stories· ot the _WQ'p.atll·, · -'~~ three 

steri.es .ot heroes. -Sinoe-, .stol"ies. ,of SJ)irit sui<laaot ~~ se 

pr'evalent' ,among ~ho>Oomhne:be-~ ,,. x, :o~nsider~d-_ · i ~ -necessu,,~~ta 

,< • . 

•• I• , 

.... . 

.. . . . ... , 



THE HEALER AND THE HEALED 

Th~ c.~~lle refer: to the?act • ot healing. ·on a 
mountain. · top as.,., ah' na B!:' bin ( :to lay on a hill). 

• -Tll~ tQp ·ot ~any:~~-blilt~s · a ,,.epi'bol·:,'ot' :--the bahi:ta.t:i ~t· 
the eagle trom wb.om the mei11~1ne man is bel1eve4 

·: ~c, deJ:·tv, , his ,_mag,io ,:po,rer:- ;' . 'nhere.-:ar.e· se~ra1·";hill.s 
1n the .G~che territory that · have been de.sigl'le.ted 

·· · - -a,fil .. lli:P.ChOf p.eeJ..1.ngj:,: , OUe t : S.OUt~st ·.•Ot. In44.ahoma·i . 
is called Po's ko'nee {-medioue hiU) ·. It 1.s a 
r~un~ , ; .. ; ;ro~lq.,: 1'18-U~f.:-:-low,<·ho~:ver,:,·· a., pl(l)~cl .-.:tield 
e~ounds" it. . · · . 

·'rlu). t ~PO.T~ ~9rJJ1S,t1on and.,th,e . tollowing. stQ.r.y. · 
were given by Hermaa AEJenap ill June, 1940.. The 
:narr~t.i:re~• .. 1;11mller. to,~ .. in 1'~111 group, has-:.;-et~:·· 
erenoes to the tollowi.ng magiQ ~lenients: the dawn, 

.. the e~~t ., •:J:>.eEll.ing .. water-s, :l:Uld ~.~he:. n.umbel." .. f'Qur,. 

enoe' long aao ~ 8. ;·tribf3~ wh~ wished to b~ a 

h~ai~r t6~i/~ si;k ~ ;with hi,n t~ ·a lon~ly plao; on ~h~­

t~p of a.·:·~hi. ,. ~,Utho~--h~,;~v/ ihat aleep ~s ne~essary 

to produce a vision ·that would ·.gt;".aut him "the power, -he spent 

the first ni~t ;restless and aµj,ous With no rest. Be s~ay­

ed anether 1u:ght witll his patient-~ Bec~J!ling sleepy, .he 

doze4 otf early. The n ,sio.n o~e, anc1' a voi.oe ~poke ~learly. 

"Wake :u.p at davm. Go ~ast below the h1ll. · There 

you w.Ul find a or~~k w1 th plep.ty ()t running m.ter. T~e 

a bath 1n that ·water arid then ~e two dives towar4 the 

east and 1nro dives toward the west. That will be tour. 
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Whe11 you oome back the last time there will be an alligator 

there that will serve as a bridge. for you to cross over· .the 

stream. ff 

Following di~eotions both.men swam in -the creek at 

the f'oGt ':ot,,•the· h:13,l at '.dawn;. ,:tiey.:,~i'Y.ed t0: t~e, e.a#;lt and 
. ' . ..... · . ~:,. . .. ;/~ . :· j : . : -~ -r .. =.. ~ < ~- ;- ,,.·_:-·: .· . . ..... ~· ~ 

undecided.:.; ·: thfiy-·,st·o.od~ thSl"·e:. r .• --lQ:JOW'iU.g· :they :co~d ·re.oe.i ve no 
,,, • ,• :., JI: •• ~- ~ . • ' . ' . ~ • 'L • • : ~• • • ~ • : • : : ; • \~!~ • .~ •• • .. 

supernatural powers without obeying oomplet~ly the voice ot 

the Great ,·spirit;,: tb.ey ;walked- aor.G>&EJ--and -se.:f'el;.y. enough..: 
. . 

('Ja ·:the other :,s-ide· they .stopped to,:'.pr.~y to. the. :aJ.1.igator -and 

give-· thanks ,··tor guidan.ee·, ~mel"oy.,: and:•' 'kind-n:~ss. · 

·. - -Su4d'em-y ·:-the . two ·, ~en . r,a1~2:ed ··they ~had -~eceived the 

speoie.:l. · .po:wers·:"-they had .".s011ght ·.: · ~e;,~ick .-man ·.was mad.e . .-well, 

and..': tlle-' other l>eca.me- a Mtticine '-~ -. 1 , ·: .. .(, ,; , .': :_ :: .. 

,·.· 

• . • ! · .· 

. -. , 

._ .. ,. 



:A.. well..-.;;.kn"'11_::mouataµ.. :· o-1\',heUb.lg · 1tf :. Quanah , · .. , 
l(~unte.µi, ;. n<ta;- .- tjie,::.h~rot .;., they t orm~:r.:r obi-etr; : · :: ·_ . 
som-,~~s,.,~'_;a$ the toli9wing ·a~:ory-.; 1.nd1:cates, the 
cure was etteoted by combining the hilltop metho4 
with that of .~maldng ~dioine" in.the ceremonial 
tepe~., -· ;:·:. ·t,~>:~. ,,.,\ __ \:r::- ·, . .,~: ', ' Jt· ·:. · ,_ .·. : >· .,.•_.,.:<,. : . . ".-

Anna Gomez, who tor mau.y year.a liv(;)l.i near the 
,moqt~1n~ :::ito1d the;:.st<:>ry in Jlltle r .194&.- · 

One night e. '.tepee was set, ~ at the teot of Quanah 
,. • • • I ,· • , • •• 

Mountain~ •"rt 'wa.$ the oer~Qni~ ~o(lge in whi<>h the sacred 
..... ·"'.:"" . , :··, ·_ ·· .. -.:· ' · .... ~( . ·;· ~ ·~-~ ~!".-·:•.. ~-. :> --~~ ~· ,: ~ 1-~- . ' • . : -· -I.· : 

ritea of h_ealing were to be 00nd~oted. One tril>e~, wh0 
<. . • . • ·-: •·. '~ 

ha4 ions sutte;red an illness, was carried to the top ot th~ 
'? .\·,_:_ :(_'.~/~ . ~.,:.:· .· .. : __ ... .-. ,<·'. __ - . • :. ~; ·:-. =·..::· ~. ·. \ . ..- ~ ..... "L. r~--t·': ., : ·· •. ··:~1. 

meutaitt and ~e lett alone.· i'b,e~e he lay while his tellow 
-;f .. ·, ·- ' -·,. :,.•',.;"- :, .. '•. : : •·' .-.; . \ " .. : ~~ ~- - , '_ . - .· ·.· ·~-~ i·.- -~ . • _; . • :.-.. ". ,·: 

tribesmen 'sat {ti the "me•ioine l.~ge, below, -singing to· the 

beat of ~h~ t--~t~~:· pr~i~ ~ ~d:: ~maki~ ~~;~-~~n~. ft . All 
::,; 0 1• • • •• 0 •• •' · ~ -~ <i:-:~:.:"' • <:;~• •. ,_i: -~•~ ' • • :~ . . 0 • • .:. •, .x •:I~• .. ; : . :.~. • .,., • ~ ~ ,: •• _ .. : { '~:,• • 

night the . rituals proe.eeded unster the direction at the me~-

io1ne man. '-~·~ ,:t:h~ '._~_~r~!ng .:th~_-~ti~ut ~ 'w11e~e 0-~~di~ion -~s 

tound i.Dipreye4\ , "wa$ \a1t~~ · b~-ok to "his t~; to recover. 
. .. . ' .· · , -.:. . 

l'll .. ·; .. ·. 



' .. 

... .; .. . , . 

'fEE m\tJNTAIN GH0ST 

·W~e tGllowing story~ re1atec:i. by. Rachel Mew-\ffit, 
in J"uly·, 1940;· is a Kiewa t5t.on. Many coma.nche, 
however,,· .. knOW';;the ·story 'and ·:'.t,eU .·t't·f ,,, .. · · · , 

~- 1 • . . ·.- ,., ·. 

A gir1 lvho was both beautitul. and kind was promised 
:,.-. _ , . 

in marri~e to the oldest ot four brothers. The medicine 
. . 

I • • , ••• • .. ,,.· . . . . 

man, who had been interested i~ h~r ror many y~ars, beoam.e 

jea+OUS and angry. 

,. ~Ii yo~ ~ry t~s boy;·. lJ~i.o·~ing you, .. \{~. w1it';:·• 
• • ' :... • • ~ . • •• j- --.- • • • • • • ~·i,:· £ .. t' .. I'. . •· •• .-· • .. • • 

not li't"e long," he told t -he g-i;ol-. 
· ', ·: 

. . : .. - ·~, ;; ' ... 

eerious, · ·~he said. lightly, "We°ll, · ~e has three brothers. n 

~~~ ,-med1o1ne man, with bi~ -~ ·r,' v2;h~~-a c~se 
• • • • I ~ .. : :•: •..:.: • j, :• • 0" • • • ,••, '-", • •:•:. • ' "' I I " ': • ~,,_ .. • t" • :;i, C • • 

upo:n the ·prid@groom. The _coupl~ J.iv~d happily tor a few 
. . ' 

4aya.. Eai•ly one morning, however:; the girl tound· the nus-
=·.·.--.... • . • l,·.:j .-· • :; • -~ ~:•"' ,-~."-

band gene. Where his body had lain were ozµ.y his bones, 
• I • 

... ·; ..... ,., . .. ··\ '. · •· .. 

She suspe_oted the medicine man a.nd ,bl8Jned him for tlt,is ter-
··~-·=... :. • .-:-• •· : ~•:••~'-" ... ~ -:, L' •••'t.•_..._ ;, .• .• • ,-~ ... . .- •. •. . • •• 

rible mistortuµe. 
:•r ,: : • • ! ; • : •• .... •••• ,};•:• '• • • . . • .~ •••: - •:• ~ .:: • -~ . I :.•~ .·• :• "{ • 

Later th~ girl married ~~e ,seoond orother secretly, 
·••~ I .!': .-•• -'1~,.,_::-- • ,.,~ • :::•• ._~;:,,., "( ~ -~•~• • • ; _- .' .-. ;, ~:.••~. >~ ·. -,• 
but the medicine man discovered the truth in a clever manner. 

As _ottioia.l. camp caller he woud _yell, "OQme to my CaID.l)·• 
.. ~ ,:. -~- :\ .; _.;;,,. ·-:: .. . . •·. ·_ .· . . . . '. :.~ ·,: 
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Smoke. -·Tell .. stories. qome to .ncy- ._Qaiilp."- · If the. suspected .. , _ 

bridegroe>m d14 not -:appear,: -he · w~:ul:d · know . that: the =ma-r~iage 

had occurred • . Then in thQ oere1'oldial circle the :ir.rate .man 

would '!make : mecli91D.e" ·-that :the,_ new· :bridegroOlll. shoUld. ·:not . . 

. · ·S001'-·-=1'0tms oame ·to .. the---bQdy; t ot,.-. the secend husband, 

wite. tQ view·-the.r·next marning_. _; _ 

.·· .. · • 

'rhe,._:1"ourth one., very muqh troubled in spirit, didn't 

know what ,,to ,do:, · · He knew·· the:t : y-01q1g men . Qfien -w~nt_ ·to the 

mountain t~p ~or )elp~ er inf'ormation, or power. He needed 

all three. That .evening he clim.bet to the top of a nearby 

mountain. @n th.a ,way he met a coyote. 

"Could you help me?" his troubled spirit asked. He 

. received no answer and traveled _on, downhearted. He then 

met an ow1. 
.I 

"Owl," h.e said, -.you ·are wise. Tell me what to d0."-

Again he received no answer and he Journeyed on to the top 

Qt th~ moQtain. There he remained all night. 

~he Mountain Ghost app~ared betere him ~n a vi~ion 

ae he slep~. J:Ie spoke with a ·voioe of wisdom. 

"Go baek tomorr0w ,n thout fear. Provide yQurself 

witl;I. a larg~ bli:ftalo hide to sleep on. Then when the medi-
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cine man oal.ls, go and join the circle and watch him as they 

go through the rituals. When they smoke, take his cigarette 

butt, draw a . circle 1.n the sand, and rub the butt there. 
. ; . L\:~~: 

When the ceremony is over go to your butfalo hide and sleep 

on it peaeetulLy-; ldiewing;· tbat."tli'e~-(worms . will not eom~ to 
• • • : ~ -- ~ •; · , • : : O _. :.,f ;· :· ; ... ~· ;. ~-.~ • O • •• 4 • • ~· • • ~ ~- \ • • • • • • • 

. T'"'· . ;...4.-t.-- i •' ~ . ··-w111·' d1. tit' t · ,. A · n ,, · ·, you • . <A-e · m~ :"'f.Y .. ~e:.~ma.n, · ·· · · · ,e · . .. J~.<-t~~-k : · : . .:.i · .-:-:·: · , 
. · · ~. -·( ·;:,• · ·. ( _:J : ~ · · . · :< : . 7 _. ;_ -. · -. • · i c· ·:. ~: :.:: ; ~- · -. -.! i ... .._ · ~ .•: 

, Red:~((:. ae he was directed and tound. that the Monn--
. ,· ~-· -.. :t· :.(.,~ -· ·. ·:~ : .. -:. .~ ,. ·.. ·-·-; ~~! -c. :'• •• __ ,. • '. ' • • :- \ -~ '. ... :~ 

tain'.Ghest -. ha<i, spoken. trut~ly-~ .The ·wo,rms -came,' td' the 
.. · J.: .. /· . . ;0 

: :_ ... - ~- ,. -~. t~ .,. =·. - ~ .- .":1 _,~- · ·~ i. ;··;,' "'; ~-- ..:,·. ~ . •.·: · · :· :·.: -. · 
medicine. man · thtt ·night. .Pnly::h!s ,ben·e,~ ~re -·foundY:'the 

·,.t ... . .-:·. - ·._\" .•. : 1,.-: · . '.} ' )·. . •• -. 

next -morn1ns-~ s • • :.• •• • ·- ' .. •·. -' - ...... ;_ 

i : • 

• ,, .. ,_ f 

. . . . 

.. -.. -· " ,., .,. , \,, 

.. . ·, .. ·• . . . . , \·· ·: . 



ESH1E-K0'N.All 
_ \ ' . 

. T~is n~~a1t,j, ve Q~I}.O(;)~ns ~h,e. intere{ltµig,· w.ay<_tll : 
which the main character received his baby ·na.me, 

''i:~~:~er::H'!:ait~"fS:!' ·~=~~~r~d!½n;ltiti!H:·:,•i:>-.: - .... - -----_,.me.ans sax~ '.' . ·, ';_,,_ '.. ' ., ,,··; ' '. _. ., . . ;':: :, .. . 
It was not unusual to find an Apache, even the 

._. . -~~""'.b+~~~, -a.,8-lllCl?~ i~e :,%~ohe·, :f"or the tribet3 were 
triendly after their earlier difte~ences were set­
tled i -~{l; . . qt~.~n ~If~:~~:;:1ed~·: ,~e~•'·~)l~, •.we+i . ..,gown 
Apache that were found with ' t-he Comanche in the · 
4at_e -~in9-t~entp. .. ce~t,':ll7 ,~e~,e ~~~.r9 ~ phe,l?,~1;,BJ!,;.· . :.-: 
Eshequetah, Follie ·i and Eshe-konah. · SQme or ··these 
were Kiowa-Apache lTe.h'seenUh.); sometimes referred 
teas the friendly PI'ains Apache, not te be con­
t"used with such tribes as the Lipan or dicar111a 
Apache Qf New Mexico. Pinere was ·a Lipan Apache 
whe had been ·exiled from his tribe because ot ,rou-· 
ble. 

Rerman .Asenap related the tellowi~ ~tory in 
June· 1940 • .-1 

, ' 

.• ·.:.t 

This is the story ot Eshe~kelmah~ the son ot an 

Apaohe mother and. Comanche :rather. The mother had n.o 11 v,j,ng 

children; eaoh one ~hortly at'ter birth or in their youth be4 

died~: Firuult with a ~ew-born child, a healthy_ lo~king baby 

bey; she went te ~ae :Medioine Man tor adviee. She, also~­

was seekillg a name to give the new-comer~ 

T-he Medicine Man told the ~ -to leave the boy in 

th~ grass where an ::tn,dian oainp had very recently breken up~ 

"-S.~~n an old WGm8l). with .a stiok will. ap~ear ~ "· he 

1'1.5 
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said.. "She will be looking for something among the remains 

ot the abandoned camp ~ She will f'i:nd the boy- and then all 

·will be well. She will al.so have a name for the ehlld. n 
- . • . . --·~ ... ~:-...:• : ;_:- ·-:; ·< ·••). :t ;"1 r: 7:1 · 

The ,h~pe~ i;o~her ~id as ~~e was ~ireqted. After 
.·. ;l· . . . -~ :.·- -:! ~ J: ·~-- ~ < ~ -,~ _-._ t ~i ·,~ :.- - ', l : ·. ·-~· . . 

sbe hid the child 1n a bed of weeds, an old woman w1 th a · 
. stick o~e ·:p-ott~·-a'r-f>uM C.;E?'li t ·h~-~~'1114s.- · ;i~e· ~ltl-~ 

._· . '• •- .•;·'.:--.::; .. :• .. ;. _·:,~,· .:;·;; -·.:. :J~· .... 'r! ~ ~- ·. :- :.~ -~~-- ·~: ·· _:4.-· ' ... ~: ~; , ... ' 

round ·the· q,oy tga'V'.ec0-t t tl.e ~'i®Jlf;) •"Tti't:ooah~6or.~p A • -i~and'.-i!gave 
. . ·. ,~:'-:"-t. ~ :\ ,.-. 'i - ·: ; _ .•. '.'-..: .i ' :,, ·:• ' '. ·. ·. _: ·-" ~-, . . -· .. '.. '• ·: ·,: .. ' · ; ,\ '.: ·;- . 

the dhili 'beickt~~ -.:1-es mother~'. 
• · , 1 .-> ·:,~~.:.. •:J ·· . '°; -r-• -~! ~~ ) -. -_.~-~-. :_; • • t~ ; _; ."·· ; . · .. _, 

·'l'he :'li1Gthex-?-Iivedta .:1iappy-· lite with --heti ·•ohil cl~,; -whom 

she rear~.~ ~i?h ,· °'~e ~t!! h~-- ~~w :t~ . }?e ,~_)=l~r!~, br~ye.i .. · 
_. • • ' • ",I I " "'• .. " • - ~·-•'• • ·• · .- .;•,. I \. •-

man. 

·. -. --(' __ ·· 

. : . ' . 
. . ,,..:.• .... 

,; . : .. . ' . .. 

-..... 



THE SUN DANCE-
., l. . , . ..... .. . 

(How the Indian Found the Sun Dance) 
•• •, ·• -t: •,•-;:•• • •• ~ :::~ \• . . • •.• •• . • ~1 1,,- • • A< • • 

, . · Althouah this story righ"btully belongs 1n the 
group exp1a1niiis orig_ins ~ ~Stories ~:r the Sttper-

t ... -~. '>ft ,,..,_, ' ,I.,. .P t · · 1 • " ., • .-ii.' "d ,1.;. b ff"l·w ·n na .-,,,.,,.~,':-•'· ;,L•~lfi1,Jll8:.ui ·.ea ur~---: ar,·-~e1',lfvr:e · .Ml: .. :o_ .. e., ~ ·. i. : '· 

the 001'1D!"nd o:r the ~pfrit, and .~or that _reas·on it 
._ .. . - ,is; ~el.iJde,d 'he~e. . . ·'·: ~-h . .';) . ; ' ,. .· .. '· .. · ·.. . _,:; _, . .. . ~-.. ,:--

, The story was recorded by lfargueri te 'l'ahchaw- . 
wiokl$, as.,her gran~other re1e.te• it; April, 19_39. 

';'..::.:.,:o~;~:;. a· -~~---brave, ·we.1~1~ leisurely ti1~~~;/:o~e t0 
· · ·: -·: • ... -.. ·: . · ; .. ,~ - :--:. "" • . • ._., · -: ·, .. .- · .- ') !- .. -. _ : .. ,. · ·_, .,. ·.-: ·• ,-_._-. : __ . • .. _: .. _·_, ;_:-_,_ ._. · · ~_1-tl·.~,:..: :._ .. , .. ~.--•.· , ., 

--~ . -.. ! • • • - • . . ' • ' - , - ,· .- I'. ·- ' • • • • ' ~ 

a l~ge rook on the side o'f. a high .. l:ull.. On this rock he 
•: _ ~ · .. ·_•_ _-. • ·. :~~';·;. . .-,.. . ", · ·• · -~ ' ·. -~. ·. ,,.. s. ~ _ ·. ·••. - ·_Y :-~- r~; _-:7 .. - .. ~ •· ~~ _ 

:round a ~~D::~ike :r~~e. ~e _P_~~s~~d ~~~ but b_e,~
0

ng_ ~-ab,t~-. ., 
to forget this tascina.ting -figure; he turned back and picked 
,.. ' - .• ... - . . . . . : . . ' . . ,;_. '".·.· :_._ ·. t:• .·. -.. .. ? ·, .. ,. • ••• • •• • • - !;°'f,/ .··= •. • • - .- . :'-l..> · ,..· ,; , . • •• : 

it _ up. Bewildered-, he stoed there .l~okixig at it, inspe~ting 
._ ,~~~ ;~~1..p-~:i .... ·'"· ... ·_~,~~-;~}-~ .. :/ ~ -- ~- -:- . ·.· _ _. _. · .. _. _...._ __ .· t _,: . .-. ·-.. -.-. ·= \ ._; ~-- ---~~;{ ~"'1:tr~ .. 
it, ~d tinally he wondered what its signtiieanee was. He 
. ' Lt.-. .<.~.;;- ~··· ·•.>, ",. ::_· . . \ .. _ -~·: .· ,- ,.-- - ~··.· ·-. ·;;·-· ·. -· .· . ., - ,..· /. ::: ·.~·. ~ .. ~?..'· •:"-~··i:-~: .i_.:\.~~-~ 

toot it home no~ kl:l,owlng that the littl~ obJect had ·fa~ . 
--; ~: - ._:.., _~-~ .... ::,;•:'. - - :,~:~-~ • •• • /:·- ::•.: · • ~ ~ ··~ ..: .. :· -~- ~. • :: ~,;-♦--~ • . .. 

11
· - • -.- • • ~ =-.-~.:-._-: ·• ,;· {:-~:; 1:"-:t tlt~·. 

gre~t.er ~~:i;- t~ -an:r 11 vi~ being-. _ Be. was oare~ -~~ J;ide 
, ~• ~ . ~-~l:'" •.: . :.:: -t·tf ~ ~~•-::~-:_ .~ -~\---~. '\ '., < • :;?• ,-. " l • •. ' ._ ' ~ ,:• • •. • • : • ;;: : . · .-•:;..:~ ' .. t"::•. • .-.~ ,·, ~ :•~_...,;. •·-:• :,: •f •,,.,!._~~~,. ~~t•~=~;{f.i • :-

1 t 1n· a plaee of satety. 
"~-" ·!..·~ - ·.:- -:-- .• • .. ·:·-: ... • ,f• ? -· > ~ . -- .~ .. :~:, .. _,. ·- -. - . •,• 

vnie11 he ·rell aslee1> that night, th_is figure ·or· iqagie 
,::, _ ·· ... ,_ ... -.. ;.: ... . .. ·-·-r ! · · ':.·-~ •j._; ··.; .. :~ .:: ... ·;• ··t·~~r 

sp0k~ to :him; saying, "If' you obey ·the th1nf5s t~at I e·ommand~ 
·.'--l~ _.::· :.·• ~.1 .-· ·_ .. . =-~ ... :·: .. :., ·.~.-·- --::.·.---... ~.:. ~. : . .. ; • .- ti :-.-t · .:.: ··e:~~·;_ ~: :•:: ·--·.(; ·· .. r·<"' :~- •-... { t t ·.r·:..":: 

you will always be happy and. have all the 'things your" he~t· 

4~s~~-~. ;:;.~;N~ ..• .. ~l -~~e; ·:oame t~-- ;9~ aiia' .;~u \du '11ve 
until yeu die of old age. 

- I • t ,. ; . , ,. .,. - ;" - ; ,,;.. ! ·. ,• , • . . • • 

But betQre you get t00 old, gi~e 

1'1'1 
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th1s power you now have to anyone whom you oonaider worthy 

qt it and willing to de the will ot the spirit." 

The evU spirit further recommended that he sbouJ.d 
~ -· .... ; . . . . : -~ : . . ' :::.~--~ ... _..,~ 

put up a tepee and ~all the members of his tribes and tell 

them that .Lhe :;tiad -d!soover,ed a. -n,w,:danoe ·,callJie·4 ,.4the ."Swa 
t,. :"",r~. -.~-i ; , . • - .. _:( • >. .,· f ", f ~ _.,: -~.-:· :--,_; ~:i, I--~:. : . ·:\ .r :· : ·· ··, ·: ,.~-

'"\ •' ;'' ;,~~- ;~-._: .:·_._, : .. ~;> -~--~- .. ;1'•· .• ~.- : ·;-- :<·: ... t ~:~:.t, · --;. '· - ~;>'. -~: -~- ·. ,t, 

r."T.lllJ. rth$D.;~" , .. the·:~;t,igllr.En· ~ -id ~ 1, .tt $.ll.::·the sa i.:who ... ·want 
.· --.. ~~- . -J_:.j-._._,, ;,ti· ... _. ~ .. -,. :! : '"-~~ -:~ -'iI !-: i·: ·. .'. ,;,.: :- _ .. _: )'..• , ..... · -~- -.:--:.~:·; -; 

te dano.et~ e.nt.er,,· but~t:heY:-illl.U.et dance tor tour days with-
. : "}t1,,- :"'~ -~~-"t ~" .. _•1·: ~ .. -t ~•':i ~:=. 1~-~"J~; ·Jt - . ~-~ ;, 1·:·" ·~•::- . ~ ~ ♦• - t, ."";.: f·,,.,· t. t~ -.;~~ ·.-: 'i•' ·:· ... :-:: 

out eathtg i:;antlt ~inki~~~" ·. ·:~-- ·· · . -::.1: · ' ·· ;: -~· · . . ~-.i 

.:: ,; :.<:.-iB~-t~~ :he t,St~~;,h~:~his -~4aii~~~:;;.• .. 1h'e ~a:~d,;~~o /the . 
· ~· ·~: ~- tl ·(;.~·::-·.:. .. ::: ~--, .:: 

spirit ~d· ~hen later told tne· de,noe~s to begin, The dan~ 

oers remained ;tor to~, ,days·-'without +e·atfng"··l)r"dri!nkfng,p .·. On 

the.'.:touth >d:ay. he·· ·oomm.and~d them ·::~e,·::,t·op ajid" t'S:e& ithe,:t.;SUB,, 

'?a~-ie ;~!-:· i~ge! -:~~~:. i~athel'r .,he.· :wav~.d · ·1 t ~bo'.~ ·'.;t·h~i~ :~;~da 
• • i· : • '. •• . -• • :.;., ·• 

Q.er,emonously-.f t)le ,. ett,eet ,:. ;ll-$ sa±t t twas· to ~be -1-iice wat-er , te. 

qu~~~~ · -~h~ \th~rst. ; · .Being l:etresbl~d ;- they. ,:conti~ued,,:~k~h ·: 
' •·. . . . ... ·: . . '• . :·~ .. _::\ 

4a:kc:i•l1gt.;~:'..anc.ing r.or su :'.lllo~.e. :4a,-~•~.m:thout; wat;er. c,r ... toqd•~-;,,. · 
. .- ,.... . . ~ . .· - · .. ·· \ :. ;}\ .:--.. 

. -· · -.. · 

Qf:.:.1!A.Ef ·t .entli:"'dV;· .~re oemmanded to give ~eme part Qf_··~p.eir 
. ,;-·: :' :;· . .- .J .. : ·.1 i_ • • • - .- -: . • • • t·:; \ -:\ . 

be*!!>~~ng,~~ ·(·a . ~Grte1 t--a'· -bl-ank~t ;,'. ~11or,se ,- · b<m': ~~----~~; · 
• ":'·' ~ ~ ~ ·.·•~ • --~ ·· ...... 1..•.,,.• } .... • • .,. •• • • • . #. ~ - '· • ,.__ . ... , •··· - · • • .:a. 

~r:.··~~me~~~-'!':SlSO':')Ot ·val;U~ i ,·: ~h6···lart1e1e :-b!(4 -'-t~· b~:>.pi~s~t4t'e.d 
.. •, .. - . . - . ~ . . .. ; . ,... . ';, ' ·, . 

t~ ,,~~e <*'~~~r-~bet.o~e '~11~;,:dano~i,: •it:an·~ ;:t;e· ~9P;:outr. -•· In .. . ) . . . . .. 

t.hi1' ffflllt ;the empewere~ leader t:>'f th~ dance grew wealthy"~ 



. ' :-• . 

'.Vh;e:.:l-eea.1;i~n,:..ot :. tll~·.; oe.nw:on,, is-.:not ·!det'Wte.,. ·:-bu_t . .- .m · 
there were many canyons 9f red earth in the vast 

c :· ,,.;.e,xpanse:rot-t,the~,~J...d,.:Indian 'rerrit-e-n. :,'J!he·,canyon.r ::,· ., ·,-~ 
was ot, ;reddish soil. and .rock that -oontained pigment 

. · t,ha1t .:.:,t ,h~.v In4ie.n-::-.l--e.-rn.e<t tc:>r-u.ser·,,fOX\ -ipaint;. :·,i ,The°': Ji(U'~ ··:. _ :· •· rs.tor~ ·.~J!crw~wat, explained that the oolor . m1s a .. 
·.r ·bremit:nh r .~4-::.ori: earth·-:re1lt, , .. • .. · · 

The runners· in· the story were se9uts tha:t served 
as afnnQo -884'nta ui lQeati~e.t.llf> ·e11~w:1_,pp,·_; · Ni~!-::) 

:¼lz1 a.~~~;_~d=~ t~=~in~!:.~~~~!;::::e!~in-.. . · •~-. 
dlan o~sj,- · •· 

SP.~~ 1;~ ... b.~fs; 1 !;'~era Qti~ t)le .-wan,ath:,~.1~r~ •. ~ X 

ihetr ~Y':·-.bl}~lc-, h'i>!P-e_, ,A].Jpg_ tl .. ;t,"e.d ·.~Q~~~-• ·•·!l'•e,- 4't~d .qd.111:t 

~or ltol.p ill .the•· dilftano e aip.Qng the,~ ,re.e in . : ~Is.·· there;---,an.y~·, 

p,~e -} :t.~t -~-<>9ldcgi~ J ne ,._ qelp1" -tll,y).~ llearj ·tlit.~: vp.ioe ~~lt._, .:: -;:-: .. · 

i~e. -~e.J..ls · ~act~: tho i t '~~e::-.<it-. ~,-, VQif)_~ ,-. in d.ist.ress. ··· Lppking:i . .i~; q ·- . ~ . . . 

~lJ,e·.· d1r~~j,to;n._--ot :th:~:. ~ell; ·tlleY::.n~i-io.H: .. e.n~eagle ... tl.y_:: \ip;dJ,n.d 

~own.:.~~;J~he1l.•~'1P -,~£aµi.~ -/ ·._1~he7,,wen1k ,1i~ :the ,spot · e.n4 te~d:,·::,. 

NW pi:. J$Qd.i»,g::. t.;~~e:-,~,.-·., : · , . L · . .:· :· · . . --. ,. ·:; . , .-.-- ; · .-; •.;· -7: ·\,~>, 

·J_:g.~-~ ,re~-.. ~Q.i~ou ~h~.·-.Q..~t 3~14.~· · "l\ ~~t~:t .. ,my"·~ ~1ki 

h~ur.1 p.ad-,.,~-- -•· The eagle has been · fighting and ola\1tlll8 me. 

I was about to give up when you came al.eng Slld frightened 

him away.,~ 

The boys saw that thi~ p~oul.iar person had a veey 
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small body painted red and wore very long hair. They batted 

their eyes in ast0nisbment, and the little man vanished. 

They l.ost sight Gt h~ c~mpletel.y., for no where could they 

find him. 

·~wenderirlg: ,what-·i -Jntd become·;: ·o~- the :creatur.e:, · they., -oen-
, . '. :: .. :·• -~ .. ·•,· ,,/ .... · .. ;:•: ·: .: · . . , ' : . . . .. : ~- , . ... . .. · 

the~:·:journ(;y,,, :but ·':net for long. Because they were 
•1• -~.,.:. •.:• - ~;(._~-"" .,rJ •,.. ,., ~ •.••: ,•.: ~-

there in Xthe ··.-she~-te·r · of the trees. · · · 
• ~ • ., • ~ ~ '. • ... '!;;,<I. • ! 

man ~ppeared ·to' t~em.·. !l!hey-''reoogn1~ell; the dwarf .in the , f'orm. 
~ ' • -: • _·. ,;. --: • : ,,. • _: \. p . :· : • • • • • ,•.·- • 

left two pieces of pa.int rook where yo~ fo~d me. Eaeh of 

you.. take one and ·~at ·it·. You, .then'; · ·wi-11- n:ever become 111 

:or ·-a1e·; tt . said' the· •man· fn the-·viei'ion • . , tt r ,:@u gftve. ''y'(\ltbpew:er 

fto· :gr·ow (;jid; aiid_i~stiI·l/ r:emarn· ,neallthY:·"~ a.ge • • i:' :.~.:ri .se·~a.t1. d-awn 

;in the morning· --and :.go 'east unt'il ybu ·-f:irid. a ·::cfreek~· -~JJ-l;iijre~·;; 

1y-ou--1Day· ~ha·va ·.water ; , ., ~Beyond ··the' . '.='cre♦k,.:: ~4· ov.E!tr ·>the h~:l l > :at'.e 

'·some 'h"Orsett .. that ·,you u,- .' c.ateh -te ,r1d'e '.heme.'·'to : .. your ,camp::J:tt. , •. 

!. ·: - • ·· .::They- t-ellowea.: ;~he ·:o:oilimaJid'•\eft:.·the<vj.:s:tpn··~Q. · ~ -l Yied 

I -. 

! . .:. ·: -. : .. 

' .. · ... ..... . .. . ' . .. 



"· ., -

... ,• 

. . Beca.use ;·:the :_<-Coma.nQhe and Kiawa tribes were clQse-
ly allied, sympathies concerning the misfortune of 
either, gr.pnp ,-,we~e.m.utlieJ../ ', ·.. ,-.. _; ; --. : .<-·, ,:· · ,· · •: ,; -

:.. . _. · . .. ;,., 

The story prob_ably ~ates to tb.e middle of the 
ninete:e.Jrt"(lJ;,r-oentury· ,Wh,en,-,Q'Gllf'.l.to~t.-.e -with the .. :Osage _,~re -,_:,:, -
ciocurrinff~'- · . 

~htk,qual:tt,t-es etn~tke,nt:t··~Admmne.~,.. d1op:e:rul de- ·- -. .­
terminatien, and initiative in ·extricating on~•s 

,~~14\ :b~~--;8 -:'13~ritQ.us tp-redicam~nt·,---ar~ . to,und" 1-n·. the · -. 
character of the girl • 

. . · · A;ltAough girl~ de not otten occupy the main 
place in the stories and Sl"e not so frequently 
lauded.. :bY-{t)l,e ~~1:b~sm~Jl-f• .~hex---·f~·:~appe~.f-e,e_ea:,siow.:µ1¥~. 

Nimma n\ih in the story means· I am eomanche.- · · · 
. tl!J\e~ st,e:t.7 :;$,S -r~l·a~~~-·:oy":R.OW"'\'iaral:l'd"·lnb:a1rprete.d .· ·· ··'· 

by Rachel M:ow-\'Jat, in June, 1940 

,-LQng ago ·8- -K,iowa. tribe W'a'fb.eamping at the foot of a 

mQuntain f ,c'~~Jl,.,wi:'Jillo\\~ . -~ill8.. th~-1,;:,:e.ueniJ.es, -t .ll~. 0-~~t't-f. a~-·, 
. . .. .. ~ .. "'. 

PO.al!id'. ~-AJ~:he -nc-.nm, -meµ :·and, l'.WOill,e:n .,-l;~~ped-·to .. ; ·h~ir .. n9rs.e.:S·, '.-a.nd 

,a:QAt1'~.r~.Q. . in ·.all d,ir.eetip~s . ,, · _µ1 : the exei_t .ement ott.e.. girl: Q!:. 

alu>.Jtt .. -iwe.1~ year.a. -Jra:ij ·l,e_tt :b~hinA, 0.t:h no me~ns of :e.eca.pe,i;._ .. 

~h~r Q_sas.~:~-~hie~ i-' wb,p ~-~ -ih~·: l~a~e~ ·,<;,.t t~-- .war p~;l'-t;y.:_;0 -4;1~~ched 

b,.~~--t~P '~?\·,,his h~rs~ Wlt~:l El. -~thel:'-,:m~m.q~r•s- p_l-JU\9-~r..e.d t~-~· :~~j . : ... .... 

-~ · . -lla~ ;~~t.u$d :Qhe. ·,11~1;_1,_ :girl·,, the -on1ef .:teql¥ her 

\~---~J3 O@lP,,;- :-.~ .Q .- ._keep her- frem escaping at night~ he arranged 

her bed i:n,_,pp.~ "~-~µ~pr . Qt:r>1i..he. j;~P-~~: :-YQ. th . tp.~~e __ ::9t. t~-e . .guyds 
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all aroµnd. -For further. assurance . that she v,ould. ~et_ esoa.p.e, 

he. $lashed ·:t.he -soles of- hel." ·:f .. ~et,·... Every d·ay t.he, t.ril;>.e m,G:v:ed .· 

to a new .. e.amp, an.d. aa: J,uie · went . on ~h.ey again neared . the ,1'3.nd 

of -he:r; _pe~ple,~ · Tb.oughts of home ~d.er he~_ lens fol". ~er-- ,~~_;th.~r, 

. I.n tll,e Il:l~.ant,illle the Kiowa tribe became concerned about 

the girl .-e.s soon 8.fl 1;hey .. noticed: h~r absence in t-he :re:-assem-

1'-l·ing of t _he member-~.. :Her b,:0ther:., 1 d'1~pl7,,JD.o;red by ,he3; '.lGU, 

annollll.eed .. a ·- reward· ·to t ·)le one whe 1•J1holl1d- be _:,i?l,_atrmnental·· in 

rinding htU! • 

~Whoe.ve~, ,tinds h~r. and brings her baok saf.ely-,may- . .. 

nun-ry: heri~:· he.-,·aaid. The girl· was. i.a : b.e.aut·itt,J._ good""!'natur..~.a. 

gkl ·-and 111.1., the t~1J~e .leved her_ •... .Many br~va ,varriers .• _search­

ed .for· her·, .but nene ~s ,-succ_essfil].. 

Back ,1n tne Qsag~ .eWilJ,1 the·, ·g-irl. was l.eaming. t .he ~Y$. 

o:t~ :her· capt.ors .. , With· no: ... opportunti,w' ter ~s.ctap~e ,she>_ st'.~e.~. 

tQr many_ :~oons .- . ·One -.Osage .Woman ·'d:n1" .:t'h~ group ~hos.e du~:y: it. , · 

wa,s· to oar.e -f ·or the ·girl. -be~~e ,very· t'ond of he~.- -· ,~er•. ,abil.­

tty:-::'b9 be~ JJ,<:>rrow, '~uf':rering, end 01:loneli:ne.si:q her: gent-J;e: ··,., 

nature;:-'her ·,b.e~uty:; :- her patience call.ad: . f:orth, the : ·:wQ?!lanfs• · i , 

a;dmirat-1on,.;aµd·,,,:pi'ty_.'. ·· qonf'identi.al.'1-y.,' o_no.e; -~she-:told · :the ·~girl 

ot :a. sat.e·,.hidins ·.pl,ao-e, if -it. .-should ever ·be her-: _:f~rtup,e. to·· 

~t:f'ect ·an ,e:soape .. 



she added.: -~-Keep them where no one will, -~ee them1. aud . when 

yeu are read,Y. · to -go, :use .them, · tor ,your :reet ,:.ar.e ·-.i:still ,sor.e." 

· A dance one night dtir-1~ :;,a; .!.speo1al,:.;ce1ebrat iien;, <Wti.en 

all" the members ot tlie.·-.tribe ·,tn ' t .he!r :·eagernet3'S -'itiG :p~tic'd.~ 

pa:te :f'o-rgo.t · about -t:he' :g'1r1 oapt"ive ;·- }eitforcl.ed, the --i ·eng~awaited 

0.pport.unity · ,te .'-tle'e •.. ' °'. · ·. • . 

She .got he1: ·moc*a.sius~· round .. her wa.y ·.'t.hro'1gh t.he 

~rees to· the ·;barik '•:Ot--f:tlie ortfek~··, and~'. started down the ,stream 

in the same 'direct:ion that tlte· daittc·e was ·,b~111g .. hel4 in .ord~r 

t -o--•lea4 her. pursuers of:f' the track. _Because a big J:ain had 

tall en the -pren:ous night·; the . stream wa-a. 0 SWQnen; ·,an.cl --icg.s ~ 

timber, and trash ·were tleat.ing:'wi:th t~e ,curr-em:!i. :-.. ,Sb.e -·made _ 

her·- way . tea. log ·that mis : caught ·fn"a .' snag; .oros.sed, t _he 

streem and ·started in -the opposite ;:,-direotion,- up stream. 

T-re:v.eliDS-':.all night. sh-e be9ame very,:hungr.y an(l t!r.ed, 

but ··at <tawn.,. she , .. saw a . deer .. that ' had L,b~endtill el. '.A:_.ooyot ~r 

wai, ~ating·~t' the t'leeh.,:: ·Afier s~a;-1~ the.:c.oyete away1,";_sb,e 

was . able to :.:~ei'iur~ some tood-,tel!·::he~selt, ·,She .1a:t_er. t .Q.und 

a · spot·•shaded by. thick •:'bushet:k ~:t"ec she;,hid e.ll .,.day.,. Aying _ 

de~-. .she,,res~~a-:·her ,-_ sere·. te~t .• · ,. _During th~-,.4a,--. ·sht : eaw In­

dian sooute:'se~ch-ing· :ror,·l;l-er: • . ·: :trearing·- tha.~: she -WO:uld~_be. 

a·1s~overed~ :shfJ lat· veey stil;L ,md waite(l.. :-:·i'hey · l)~_S$eo. .qn. 

,hus-: ,she 'l-1.ve~ . . 1n fe.ar- -and ·p:a).n and·. -weuine.~s .from day to 

day, ~ra'V:e.J.ing. at·· night -and.· ~.fH:lt4pg:···tn :tiher,9.4ft~e." .. 
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Within a few days, when she thought she was nearing 

her own oount·ry· ·in the hills,· ·ner ·•sore feet 'be·came inf'.eete<l. 

T.ired and .aic~, ··she :tell asleep and dreamed that she heard 

a kind ot -,:o.ioe· telling ·her that ,:·he.r people were near. She 

dreamed that she ,~sn•t, .·s·iok. or -ttted. t:rpon -waking;- -'she 

SE);'.W'. .,a .maJ;e Jn.1t-t~o at. her. r,eeit. . _ . 

. .. . H~. -mufit. ha-v.e .. spoken , to her in ;·her .sleep, t.ar no1f' 

I•• • ,. ( 

~fJlll..· .J'-<>U.'1.help ·me?" she asked. !!-I am tir~d i- ·thirsty, 

hungry, 8ncl ·si;ck. ~ ·. · 

The buffalo walked around her tour times, breathed 

on her, and licked her swollen feet. Remarkably sQon she 

found herself oompletely refreshed and well. This gave her 

strength to travel again.. On aud Qll she went.-

She climbed to the very top of a high hiU and there 

.searched ta, country side in all d.ireotions tor camps. She 

·saw two men· and three horses. n.They must be hunters, n she 

thought,· "-:for tb~Y have agpaok horse with them~" '?he men 

waved at her, and she waved ba.ok, motiGning them toward her, 

:rear:rul. y~t hopetul that they were of a friendly tribe. 

When the men reached her, stroDg warriors though 

they we~e-, they .cried at the sight ot the poor girl's oon- • 

dition.- They :fed her and wrapped her sore teet. 

"And now I want ~to f in«l my own people, the nowaa ~" 
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she said_. 

"Nimma-nuh, tt the leader said. "We love your p.eople. 

We shall bring you sately to them." 
. ·.~ :- . 

Then she tola them her long story. 

They ·tastened her. ~n _ 1,heir r.·pack 'ho:r,se and -b~gan 

travel-irtg -¥tiiowly-.' 'It : ~-;~;}~~k-_:·wli~ · they ·reaohed the first 

Kiowa camp~:. · ·-It ·was_· a -JU~~~~t _·:_~~iJ1·~e:· :to·-.~ ,~~~ ·-·~hey 
, -•: 

round • her l>~~n~s ·there. The , girl' a· l0ng, ;hard, Journey was 

ended, and she was happy to be back with her many friends 

and her beloved f~_J.:y, •·all ·Gt wlio1U, weli'e~- ready to oare for 

her-. 

:- J. •' . 

· .. -· . ; . 

) 

':· ... , .... . -· ..... •, . .; 

·--. \,. ,_ \ 

.. 
- . ~ .... 

. . . . . 
. .. ~·· 

. :· ,. ,•· 

. ' 
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EH'KAP-TW' 

, . . . 

.·_.mte name· ·ot<, t ·he ma:!ll ·.chara:et'er in thi,s sttJry: · 
meaJ;l~ .. ~!~• He_ ~s pr.o~_ab:1-Y n~e~- s_o ~eo~use_ -~ .e 

· hair·, wa1i.i a~ san.Jy.,. 'blaok .. ·1n- col.or,,. .: · -· . _. . · -, 
The Cotn.anche term. r.or· the fhantom that appears 

: ·in the narr·a~i'\"e is Puoh'ta"".'n;:, wbloh· ·1s ·more 11t­
eral1y gho::, ~eoerdlng~te"Rac ,el·Mow~wat, ~Gr~­
.late·d~:1i · ·ct,~ . . ory · in ,J:uly,.·,_194Gf · a=s' ·sh~ '.heard:·•it-<trom,. 
her tather~in~law. 

,noe· in the :ear1y·. da~i:,, • Ehkap~tuh , ~s.· .. out · on a -war~ 
path with ·.other wa.r,-.ior$'·· ot~ hi& tribe .- Duriilg ·a : :st1Men and 
:um.expected attack at the hide-out. many of hi$ tr1beqen 

were woUJided · .or-: ·ktllec:\,.,.: Those who could get away scattered 

in aJ.l dlr.ections. · Among the hors~·s · that were · t 'aken···.wa.s 

Ehk:a.p-tuht-s. -tine war· POJ11'; and···Ehkeip;..tuh: soon-·-~ound·:nimselt 

·aa.·on~,"'hutl6?7f t'ired1· &nd l'G·st: • . .. ·, , ·· ' .- '~--- - -. --· · ,,, ... _.:· · 

him.- He turned ~ound. to loek. There 1a the diatanoe QJl 

the plains behind him he saw a strange t6rm. in ~ilhouette 

agai~st the ~vening sky. He stopped and the :to1111 stopped 

to.o. He walked on and the form ~ain .followed . Frightene4 

~ ~xhau~ed, when he came to the edge of the tilllber, he 

sa~ beside a tree to r$st. 

It wasn't l.eng be:t'cre wear.in.ess brought sleep, and~ 
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w1, th sleep~- a d.ream in which :the form ot the phantom :rol:­

lowe~ appeared. It speke. 

"I have been tollowi~ Y'QUf but because you were· 
+ • • • • 

frightened . and Buspieious o.t me, .I could not eome olose .. -

I knew tba:t <yeu w.ere -,in· trouble.~ tba,t,. .you wer.e: hungu, and 
J • ' ' • 

\ . ; ., 
i' t .,.· • ~ • • • • ,. ... 

tix-ed and, .l.ost; -and :I · MUlt•cl·- tto ·h~ikp ,.you.'! ·:The- ph,antom 

paused. 
. . . . . ·. . ~ 

'!n?Oll1Qrrow·0when. ,you ~i~e at. dawn; .. go_•-1:straight. east 
~ -'" ,','. . .. . . .. :-:· .. : . .. .· ·. : " ·., 

until -you Q.Gm.e. -to .. a . cre&k.-, . Ref'r.e.sh ~,yoursel.'t ,:1U:1the: ,:watere 
., .... ,. 'I: . • • ·, ).;, • • •. '. ·~ • .. ~:. • • f , ;,, 

of that streq. · Th~ ·eon~in\te your.~j'cmrn.ey ·eastward. ove:r 

the hill there are pl.enty of horses. Take one an4 riae it 
I ; : ) • .,;. 

home." 
~ 6_. 

The visie:>n tided·. 
#" --: . \ ,. • : •• 

Early th& n~xt .morning he•' d1d as he was bidden •. 
. . ·- . ... . ... 

ioing toward ~he rising aun. he found the Qr~ek~ took the 

\;~t~: ~nt over the hit·',. ()~~~j'on~ ot the -~~r~es t~~~ ~e~·-. 
. . , . 

• , • r, . . . ,;.. . ' ·. ... . . 

found on the· others side, and ·rode safely home. 

'· , 

• ;· r •• -

: , .-

..... · -: 

,I 



BIG ARROW 

. Big ~row-, the:· name o:r. tlie::.,hero o:t: -·thi~: st~ry~ : .. 
characterizes his special abil1 ty.. The · c.oun,eil that 

· .· · he cal.1s·-1s ·:skail,ar·:th many, that·_, ,,rere. called 0 tiy a:·:· 
leader, not -a chief or medicine man, who lu;ld a..n an-

. nouncement to make· ·or- ~ ,,-.probl:em,1lt,· general ,_importance:·· 
to discuss with other members Q:f' the tribe . 

-T4e -st·or.y,. ~if ,wr_itt.en.,·by'~ R&ndl:e:tt -P~ker;, ' ,in: -''[tine, 
1940, who heard it :from Topay, who reared him af'tel" 

· · the -d'eath··-et·.:his' ,p:arent:s: • . R•aaett ,· -who a:Jfso, ~s a 
tal.ent f'or art that should be developed, at present 

· '.i$ •'in -a"~fs 'ohcrol:; ot-::·avtation. tn. :Wtch:,.ta·t~· Ktmsas,_.··· : .: · 

Blg Arrow ~s ~ great hunter, the best in the tribe.-
-_ f ; .. :·\ . .-;,.: ; .• ~ . ·-.~ · . .. <t},... 

When ethers :failed, it was he who eame through with rood f'or 
. . - " . . ·, - . . .. • 
'i. .. <... . ) -~ <.;, " ' • • 

the hungry oaes of the tribe. B~g Arrow wae a traveler e.s 

well as a great hunter. He decided one day to visit the 
. .. · .. _: ,;fj~• .. "' i"•; __ ~,,-: . ; :_· : -·~ :.~· · ; _.: ~:;; ·· .:_ ... ·,:_ 

tribes et the north. Knowing that ll,e woul.d be gone tor quite 
,.._..:, ·· ... .... . _ ... {;"\ -~ ·.:·r --.:. __ >>_ · -- < ., .. :. n:: .. · ~-

seme time, he called the hunte~~ ot .~he_ tri\>e ~d held a eoun-
,-~-· -. . ·: ··. ' ' :·· .. .. · . :··· - ·. . ·· .. - -~ :· . ::. - ,. '~· :- .. . '; .. ...... -:·. ....... -·· .,.,, 

oil to elect ones who were te aarr:r on while he was away. 
·· -~ ... ~ ~- . :·: . :~-- • . • :. ; . } ~;::-:• ~ ---~-: : • • -- _ ._.. •• : -- ~ -· : .. · ~ • .. • • -·! __ • _;·..:; \· : ••• •' . :. · · ,-_-r . . -~--- -

Atter selecting a party to supply the tribe with .food, he 
: ..... :~ ·~. _ •_ ,·:. ... . ·: r-<1 .. : :_~ \ · · ·,· -~ · · · ,--:.r( •• ·• •• : · •_' • • '.,~ :. -"~-:~~ 

started out on his journer to the north. The tribe was well 
f . •• . _·.::~~,.~- • •• • :- ~ · .. --:-·::. . ~- :· • . :.'~ 

~upplied with toed tor q~te some ·time, but as the buttalo 
; .... :~_;.·:,..,/ . . .,.: ~---- . ·- ~~ -· ~-.· ,_ - ·~ .-::-.;,: ·~:::··-:~r -~:: 

started their yearly drift southward, the yo,mg hunters found 
. ,. . , __ · .. . .. ,. ... ;· - . . ~- . . . . :~ . . ··• ... . . ~ · ·: .:, . - .. :, ·,- ·_.•· -~~-: _.,-· :·L~. 

it increasingly difficu.lt to rind fUld kill game. Great skill 
•••:"', , •~,,:,: \ :- u"I'• : :•_," • • • •: •: --: .. , ;: • : • • ••.; , \ ••• •• • •• •• .,. • ,.- .::,-~•~• • •'•":,••• •,~.•1 , •;.; .: 

was ·now required t~ etalk and kill the wary elk and the fleet 
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deer. As n~ne of the -y9ung hunters · were skilled in. sta.l.lq.ng 

an4. .. ~U1ng- gam~, :the. tr:1.be ~s wtt·p.out, to9d -tor seye~ days. 

Wllat were t:hey -to do? If onl:y Big -~aw would return.J 

Far .. :to tile nor.th a.- ti·gur~.• sat in the• cou.noU heuse..· 

with the Chie1'.s ot the gJ:eat trib.eEN ,it wae B,ig~•Arl"~-,11s­

t .eniDg t .o. the,, liJader.s who,._sp9ke- in_, b.ehe.l.-t ot tll~il'•. t;r-ibe-s. 

'!'he slew ·beat.· ot the, tom~t()Dl .musj; have, lulled·. him -tq sih!9ep 

tor he se.:w-, himself' .. s:~an44.:ng,, on ~ s.~~e mo~t~1-~;.,~nd:. b~_side 

h1lp. • sto(?<t:a t'igµl"e ·. -~ape9, 1n ~ butt,u.o ,.ro~~ 1'/t;tar.1ng- a head,­

dr.~es ot ·eagl~ · fc,athe_rs on wll1eh -~e :rast.ened. a . P8:4:r · .Qt' buf­

f'e.lo horns. · . , · ._ 

-TUl"ntng te ·.Big• Arrow he sa-id •· · '-'Be not· .~r~ict,· -,pme_.., . . , 

to the ed~,- ot thi,e· ~lU'·:t" tor · ·l - ~v.e ~9met.h1~ ~o show y9u." 

•·· · B;ie; ·· ArrPW walked to .. the e:dge._-

.'!Lo9k," or1~4. tlle -voiee~ · 'Jfar .9ut • into the• . .ya).:].·,,-j . 

· What . he ~aw. was starying-r .elati vos and:, mem'be;rs -<>t'-- , 

his ~:tribe DlQ.ri.llg· .. :tTOlU._1 on, ,l)laoe t.o I neth~r, .. 4f.'8.1.':4ld,ng·_ f:rg food" 

A ra.iitling sound bro.~t_ Big Axr.QW .. out ot th~. dX"eam. Re 

lpok~.4- up·-·t0 , ~e(=t a ~ed.ieine lDB.D. dancing in 1"ront o:t" him, 

chanting and shaking a rattle over hie head. He was strange­

ly t8.lD.ilair. Surely they had met · betereJ Ins~antly Big Ar­

r~ knew; he was the f'igure on tb;e mountain, the robe-clad 

medicine man of his dream. 
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Morning found Big Arrow well on his way toward home. 

Familiar land marks sped by as he headed seuthward. Hear­

rived at .the old camping grounds ~nly to find that the tribe 
. ... . :.1,_·./ !; ;·: ',('• 

had moved on. Traveling west, he found them oamped at the 

base of -:a gr.eat.· m0UJ1ta.1n. News1 ,spread ·t ,hat•;•·s1g Arrow had 
:;, .- ~. '.,. ~.. . . .· . 

returnea.: •. : -: Good:· ne~~:.1. t , was'.;;" to~.,,--~pw: t'.tihey w:eul.d:;_ :ha~~--i·ood. 

.. . . ·~ 
'. ' ....... ... . ' 

Snares · and.:· trap-a were,: -set <i>Ut . t ·_o"::•Oatch rabbit·s "8,tld :--other 
. ! • ·.:, ••• :·-• • ~: , • • i ·: : -:. · . -:., ·• ·-~· ... :,>.: ._ · . ·~- -- ·:< .. • · .. ·:: 

sma.11· .. game.· 'Th~~··,it,mtei-a;.wa$ih~d, a.e Big A:rrew wal.ked to the 
-.,~~- . ' .~. '>! ~- .-~'": "•• f:· ! ' ~ • • .. l••J .. ~ ._. •• • • ... :_ . ... : , / - , ·. 

edge· of th~t~.;re~:--~d·· d1"~~pp~ared'.· int~ : th~;; tallL.~~ss •. 
. . . . • .. ..• : .. ' ... . , · .. · . :... ' -':: . ~\ - -~ ··: . i;•- .. . . 

Lat&r.-th-ey· ~w-what . al?peare_a.. .. ~o: ~e-",a ~trange: an-1m13.l-- Tear its 
. . 

llis t'eet•,. in .the .. air,~- motionless· ·ana. veey _st.ill~ . ... :Pi-~s~:;tly 
: . ! : . - ~ .. - . .' .... : . . ,. . ~ r. • . ; ' ·_ •·"' • ... -: ~ ~ :: ..,_ - • ; r~ -~··· r: ~ .. ~·· - _. . .. 

a deer appear.·ed' at the ·edge ·ot the·· f9~~~~~·:_·~:Q¥,1~'J:,4,~ ·_sight 
:.:_~ ·•• • , • • • • • .. • • •• · -· ,,.,. - ~ > ••• -: • • i, ~-. ·.\ • ::-•- · ; ·:-

They knew it to be Big Arrow with 
. •' ._ : ; ... \ 

ot t~e- starall.ge ' animaJ..; in the~ grass·, the 0'11"1oµs buok wal];ced 

eautiou~~Y, sniffing :the air a~ -it went. ~fJ 1 t neared_ him; 

. Big Arr.Qw; -qui~k as a fl~sh, · ;icke~ u~-·h·i; b~v/ an'.c1:. ~~~··,the 
"'/, ': ~ .-:-:. · • · · · --::_ . .. J . - ·- - ~. ' ·, ·:. ~ • • ::·, •:· ,.. • : p ., ~ .::-- ,: i'i},. (.,. 

deer. A -yell went up among the hunters, who carried :the 
.... . . · . _· .·· ·· -:-· . . ' ·; ·-. . : . ' . , : _ · • " _:·,,; .. . , ... __ .. -~ - ·. ",' _- ... _ ... _ . :.' ··--~~~ ~- ~ 

~eer inte eanq,~ A big feast was held that night in honor 
t ::,:. ···:·' ;·:·,; .. ·.. .."j: ·:: 

ot Big Arrow, the great hunter. 
"""."'-: .... ·, ... . 

.... ·- . ., . . 
<~ ...... ·- ~ •. .- ~ ~ • 

... , .,. . . ... . 
... · .... ... · .... . . 

' .. - : .. . . . ..... .... ... ' 



: ...... .. 
A POOR BOY'S AMBrfION 

An . ,uncl:e ·may, t.ake.- the · plac.E,i,,~.ot the :,:f'·ather .:-1,n · . : 
showing a.n int~r~st 1n the :training of a young .boy\ 
a .s thi~ :sto~. :shows·. i-~~he. -.1owly- _-:ooy'·:s am\itiQZt ,w.as -.. 
to ~~~mplish something ·worthy of a na,me or honor, · 
.whif~{ij --tG .,'bhEl .· Co~_:qo~e-. . .:10-, .AJimpl.y-; __ J~~'.t;,al)_li~hing :,~ ·. · . .. 
reJij~~tion. The _ooneern _ot th~ youth, a:fter a de-

. s~i\1.~. ~,a,w.~_{lJ,~s ::11~~.Jl .. ao.QUire,4,,, ~s-.t~o. l .i~e -~P.-1t(\ .. :-" x 

... ::l··:~:~;'~~1£~~i~}t ... ~r r.~~ -~~~~• ~a_. the .. 
. Teb.qu~, ·the narrator, even in his old age · 

and ··vl,..1n4,ne~s. ,,~n.l~Y.f! r.pel;§.~-~D&-:::.:.t .ra.4_~~,io,~~ <>_f '~ -~ > , ~'· 
tribe to his youthf'ul kinsmen. Thes_e traditions 
_b.,e ·,·holds ., sa~~-ed.,'. ~-~4 :'.l!eaA.~P1:.Q~~~ ~he.; .. f~9.i ·· -µqt -;:.tll~_, .. . ~:; .. 
youriger .eomanohe fathers a.re abandoning the prac-
ti~e Qf:::atc;,u~tel_l.~~- ,: ___ ,·_ -·.••-. -. ·.-~ .. -,., · .. · '·i'. ~ ... ·t __ . 

· · With ·ao~urate detail Tehque.kuh relaj;ed the story 
1n s~,~- t!, i:-.~ :l?lla~,:~~ '-•l~st.e~e.;: :\g\~;w,_:qe .. :~~--J~i~~ei1:, :_;: · .. , •:," 
visualizing .every movement as the story progressed. · 

... 'H~~I~e A;:;t~!~e~:: i:e;i;;:t:~::~t«:m:t!ri·.,. 
;wa~ .:re~~i;~d .. , .i~ J:~e.f l-\?40,- . . , ._ . _ , ,. :_ ·'-... ··· . 

• ~,;• • • .~ ~ •./ J, • \J,l ' ; • ••• .-:•' •- . • •,: .,;_•~;~ • •• •◄ • J •:,. <, '~•-~~,>-..;;. ·• 

. Lons . agd, a 11tt1e 'boy-· lived with his grandinet"hir .. 
wh~J~. pa·iJrtl .ririeken . oondi tion. he s~emed .. ; tuiti. to ~r~aliz~. 

:··\ • • · __ -. . _ .":·- ·~~-. / : .: • . . • -~.--- 1..'.:,. :-:' . • -·~-- · •. ~ - "~ • ·. .; .·~ .• ·- -... . -: =_ ·:~_~i_:: -.:~- -·t. 
· His 'eipeeial deaire above all others was to d~velop his abil-

1 tiea 'as~:11~"-~~~-t~"'r~~e.nh~~d 80 th~t' .. he oould .. b~ -~f: s~rrt9,.~ . 
··.: ,. ,. --~_-:,_\ . 1'_:.'. "t1. :. ~ ;;.. . ..~ .,• .. : .· ... _.· . -~ -~. > i .. • . :~-,£." :· ·::. .. _.~: .. ~ . ~ -~.: . . • : j ;- :: . · / · .;; :~ :_ ·;. ·•/·l.; ~-: __ ;::.~\": 

t~ ,h;s, p~or ··_grand.mother and to hi~ _t'ellow trib~~~-• -.. Jfpgn 
!:.J.;(:} ... :./ ., •·::: .~ :: . ~ ...... • ~- ,· .~ - ... -~ 1 .. /;_1•~-\•~ · . . •·••::..J:. •r.:• ·•"!·. , · ,, •; .• - ~ ~·•.,:.. ~. 

·he~uig . t~t a p~y ef raiders was being orgaJ.3:iz~d for . ~ 
I • • : •:~:· - . ~•,, •• •• . -._i,_.::\: ~.--.-• .. ' . • :·f.-._::=:_ . ~ :: • :. , '.: ,.~~! •,:' .. ~·/.' •:·-;•,. 

e:g,e~i'~ion-; :Q:$ ran home . to get permission te. go ale~, . .. , 

.// .:~ -.·-.._ • .. · _· ~;~u--,ar~ ·'i0e T.0Ull6'~ my ~~;~·.- but we qi ~~s-~/;,~~--•:~~l~' s 
.~ ..,,..•,,:,., ' "!. · , •• .• , .. : . ••• 1 • • •• •.•.••,•,•. •· ., .· '. \.•.·,. , .••• ·, ,· ";•,· r . • - -~- : ,_ ; __ .· ,.,...: _ 

; -~:'·--, .: :.,_-,".! ;_ ... ;· ., ,•.•'· •·~· .. ~.--1.91 . -,. .. . - , ·,· . -
•·, .. . •. . ·~, . ·, .. . 



advice," : said the-··.gran:dniother. 

,; They · we-ut:· L~o the home or the m1ole . 

'!W.oul.d,:you .. be willing .-·to ·.-1et. the boy _go wit:h the· 

ol:der .-m~n on-:the· raiding .party:-?-" ;-;t-he .grandmother asked-hm,• . 

. At'ter discussing the prpblem for same time, the un-· 

ole not oily; oonsent·ed '"bat-, ~o .the ,Joy et'·; the little boy, 

_said he wante<i~ to .·heip ·:prott·de: the.ne4utpme.J1t. to~ the ·:y.oW18.'. 

warrri-er--1 s· r·complete. · :outfc.it:. He.; .. mede: fa bow ··anC,>,·some: ::-arnewsf ::. 

lie ... f'-ound· a i'~MC;$1
; tand 0soon:,-tne bey .fls:, :re~dy ·to··:go-.- ' .·.; 

·:~lteO::bet:.-! d"l~l:[k~ ~he, B"8lll8: --that, ffll'S'";~t ven him 

earlier* [the ·'.nwri~:q ms · not· ~entiorr~.d} had 4'el31ded· to liiak~-- a 

name tor ·-him:self'• by:-,.aooO~llshing •Bometlidng:. sp·e_o,ial· ···,1..ti ·l'l~e . .-

Th'e :~y..,.of war,riQJ!!'s ,cX1¢;.net care wt.a:ether· .. :the,-bo.1 

liifut-·-or ·net; ,some·-were UJ11nt.erested, ethers dis;Liked the ide.a 

of a "tag~o.n.g"' ~'eo'·i'd:edlr; but· the ; .. boy. •,J,od.ned· t,he ::~oup. 

Gncfe .. •-to ---plat-~ joke ·on.hiin~; itne,-.. me:Q. ·::act·ed•:.~as, though ,_t~ey·;ver~ 

:tr.ightenedt <"j~ed 9n tlieir 'b.orses,•, and .J.·e:rt .. .:the :boy- ·.on·":i ® t 

oali1Ii:g tor he1lp·.·. ·, .-Wi th:··e. .::determined sp.lrit . -that . o.oul.'4' . J;l.o-t 

be- ea$iiy dis,00ura.ged;· tiie ::~oy .. ::toll~ed .their.'.:tl;"all :tor.. ,.two 

or·:;thre.e:tda7s~: -Hts ·.moe.ca:sins.;. be,e.Sltle :·worn;: shis --:reet:-:-be~~ · 

sore·_; :aa4 h-is,.J.egs ;wer:e,-weary: .fr.Qnn travel • . .: · , ,. -:-····. ·, __ , · ... 

. -. r-: .. _.· iOn~ -,~iglit tas ·he ·wa•s·•·-waJ;k~::-aiong sere·,·and tired➔i·,. he 

came by, -a m6liume-nt~l1-k-e -- r~e·k ~ ::A:t-e~··he -had goae·--around and 

past. :the r~·ek·;:s.om.e\4ist~o~,·-'..b.e heard a voice,-. 



"'Oome. :back ··and· le'b -us hav.e a· smoke· together,," it· . 

sa'id.·_;, qu·ite clearly. ·· 

When he bee.r"d· tlle .. voice · a seecnd ,timer--he · lo~ked 

bac,k :but. . ~ott1.d·. no1L see'· any0ne.=. ::•He went on. Again tµe voice 

came. 

He hesitated~ but soon J~urne:,e4 on. He still paid 

no h~ed to;"'the~ thix-d. ~~~ .... When~ -thEh-•voi.o•e; ·sp.oke. the :fourth 

t1me-, he :.ae·o:ided-.to ·turn baok. , Fear1mlly.-. he-' retra-ce~.- -hi's·· 

stepil,- unable t .o:. 41.ijt:1.IJ8Uish lilUCh ··1n the darkness. 

"-Binoe I lia~e come baok so·;t'ar-,- -I .' shal.L s:tay:. i;:er.e 

all:n.ight: in,,the .-shelter--.of' the rock.- T ·,am-se -ti~ed-:,~•; ·h~ . 
:- -. . -: 

thought, to_· ~huns~~: .. · Under· a pro jeDtion -.or ,the . .st.one .on -the 

south; h~ made his bed. 

Wh11.e· he s1-ep't, the · Gre.at,,SpiDit spoke t'o, ·him·-in a , 

dl'e~; .- ·.aating, ·:,n.; _;;,aaw y:,0.u and to!:>k pity upon you. + want ~G. 

help y-ou. ·_:~at 1~ :why I _spoke to you·_ earlier this e.veni:ng-. 

I.ook --l'.t .thif · -stone. How hard 1 t 1s i Npth1ng Will h~ it. 
~ ~ ·< 

Yo1:}r lite· -will be-1:i'ke m!m).; -nothing will harm you. or,Jdl.l. : 

you.~. When ,:cu· :awake. ,1n 1ihe morning you will be ref re shed; 
• 

• • I • • • 

,-otir f'eet, ·l!dll '110 ,.1miger ·l>e. sore-;: ··,7011 Will. ·b-~.v ~ new. ,persqn. 
~. • •.. • . : ·:. · . . .;-= -~- \ . 

I : ... am'•gQing.,·to ;give·-:you .a ·?1~- name, i-al.so. .;J:t-. ·shal.1 lle .Pall.rah-
• - • f ·.. • 

• • -· • • ~- ~ 

-~--.• : 'l'liis -name ,-ahaJ.l)carr7-.. you. to. th~ -,4-ead ot your 
_: •.• , • · •. _.... ,.· - • , . ~ . ... ... • • • i •.. ·- "':-• : • .,.. 1-. ~ :. .. 

pe~flE!~_-. _.'Y?'tl_ •.will :b.e a . leader/'·· •. •.. ·· .; /;· ·-.. :.i, 



· ·'!-Qn th~ west of·:this roek ·.ia· a· hili' .where ·you will 

find a f'e~tl;J.er.,·. _the .wing. teat her .ot:· ·'an ·eagl~r. ·rt you· ·ta)te . 

-Jloll:ow:bng ,i'llS.true-ttons.,· the:·'lb·oy started· the journey 

::_n;Wb,erf'' ,,dG ·'m::t' .p·e.>opJ.e~ oam.1)1°~-« he asked.i·oor·., · ,, · ,·,;,.: ' .. ::-,'\·) 

~- · , ·=.":V8.X7<11ee.r· ~here-,, ·.my· boy,-. •~·-l-•o:rten• hea,: :yQllr. .. "!g~aha.­

.mother tory .•111, ;louel11'l.ess ten- you .. ~ 

·When ,the ·J>oy-.5arrived-".at :tbe'. -t:epee,1 ·h-ei .op·eu:ed'!~:tlie ·, 

·.~:tap.;, 'HiiJ .granaother eo\ild bardiy·,beli~V'e:.'.h~l"· eyes.• when.:.• 

she sa.w •him, be·eaus.e . =·she ~thought;ihEvhad .:.been··-kiUea.·•;..as .,tfie 

.. . ,· 

.. . 

.". I • ~ 

. ·· ... . 
. ~. . ..... ~- . 

mother oame ba9k :to say that the ~ole wanted· t _o see bim. 

Upon their arrival the unole greete!i the boy. 

"lly' dear oh1,ld, ·b&ve you rea1ly oeme home? Eat all 



195 

you desire, now, and I will hear your story later . " 

Af'ter supp.er, the boy told of' his experienoes--his 

being lost ; his hearing the··.v-o-ioe./ot ~· the Great Spirit in the 

rook, gi vine; -him· synI:pathy:-, :hei:p ,.- ,·and gui4ano.e; his d;reaming 

that reveal.ad hi_s piaoe among his tribesmen. 

•· j .... ' •• , . • .• :-: ·: .' ••• ~ 

them -ct ':tlle ·G_;ea.t. ~-RiritJ·s ·._llle·~sage ," ,sa:l:d: the.· ··boy. - . 
. ~ .. •-t.:. .': '_ = .. ·.~·, .. ...- ~· .· :, . . , · ·: -:. · .•.-:...-_ , :·~; .. ' 

The unole called. the meeting. The children that had 

been platitlS ,were:-l ilrecte.d _t 'o be: "qu,i~t £or· ~the: ,s·c,.l~mn :and . 

•• .? -_ : _"PehreJ,.y~ ha·s : ,~ome b:om.e'f!':, he:.:amlOWlOed -whe-n·".all 

w~r.e ·ge.the~e_d -,together. "He is to be the leader or our people . " 

~e.;::men:•i;,tn ,4t'he-1 )~OUp won~~Ded ,at -;t;lle, ;st:r.ange'_;name 

tJl~~;. ,Jrll~f; :-had :ne:v.~r heard.,·befer.e.., -b..ut. :they; ::aec ept.ed '1;:11:e..- ,new 

- -_, _. _:- --!'':hi-s:~ 1~ -my -,11.eflleJf't'.' : ,e()_nt.iµu~d , the:.r \\Qgle.~- -: Th • . _se .. :-~ ,­

r:lor,s . th~t ·. you:· :e.U. ·, r.e~~mber..: _-:lett.-::lltm dur!ng; 't.he,ir expedi t 1o.n, 

He h4s jua,;:-n01f.; ,r_eturned'i- home·~ <)nee- he -wa.a j\lst. -.a. _:poo;r..: -o~ 

phan ,boy,, tb:e~onging-"' ·to., ~ v _ery poor 1"amily. " 

S_ome: .. (t)f,·,-.the :l;:eaders: ;J.n ,the:-. greup ·,agr:ee.a·:_ :to·- .13ubmi.t~.-:to­

t 1h~~ yomig Wltl.~-,,i::.¼eado~sh11),., - ·,• .- ,. ··•- ·' 

.:-· ;" '· . . . :-. ·::, .. 

' . 



1111111!1!!11~----------------------------

Tlus story is a sequel so closely related to the 
:toregO.~ Qne t'ha~ t'ha~ {frr·ff. :told, a$ .one:,•sto~.;, '.. ·;• ·.: . 

Hero-worship in its purest :ton can be round here 
·,:-~ ·uhe ,,:Legead·:of. another .,poer,,b6y who in th.is , instance 
-wished to f'ollew in -the footsteps ot Pahrabyakumah • 

. , • There 'ffll-S· another·-,.peor family in the village that 

had a young am:bit·i~us -.boy; .. "u-They :urged·.1.the .,yoW)g ·•lad.- ;t,.o.'.;.go·., 

with this.; new ·iead-er on-hia expe<lrition:s ··in.~·order.- :-t .0 l'e~ 

hO\'t. :to be suooess~·. 

-It. :,vas l?e.hrahyakunlah 1· s c.u~'Om t .o go .at'; e:e~e.in. " ..... :. 

1:S-er1;ods ·and ~to be ,.gon~-for"~ ,number ot days. The I.ad, one 

night, Igiew ·,the .tble ,-r.or b..iln to go:,was near~ ,·Quie.tl~; i;;he·,i,·". 

arosEt · a't ·.Jiidniglit .,1 -:t'Ook 1bis: spe8l"?{ :,his bow· ·aa"d, ,ari;o~s·:;:r.1•~0.I~ 

evei,·. to ·his<1dol ' .. s'· tepee~: .and' a.liked' to :-ge al:Gug~ . ,. ·.) -; ,:t t:, 

~' - "~.,father· fflllit•s me· to ·go m:th -7-eu~'- --~I mt'glltq;~t""::a, 

.. Yo\l;_; ;oa.liMi gG:i ' ::I •' '8l11.s. ::gQ,in$, on-·a-'V~i7-"idi'.'f.ti~-utt ~~ur ... 

ttef,, ·an'd =·some -h~-may eome to you •. ~. 

Th~- boy-::; ~h~ver~;·.: was,'.1dttt-~~e·d ·~ , :couidr not· :1,~; 

:··( ··tr,V'· • · -\..·" 4·,- ' ·t-..~t·= I ·· ·-•· -t-'-' _,,_ · · · .. . ft4! t -- \ · -----'.l.10~--go .GUJ,ea ,. -s~ ·.wi ,. ·- .el!ll :-wa: ~ -:1.,or =yoU?' --'.s~,e 7,-... ,, 
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said the:: J.~a:der,. 

They traveled in. silencfr :t"or_, a whiie. ' -· Agatn, sr•"!':: 
ing , f ear-tul -,tor tlie : boT,' ·e sa1'&ty, .- Pa!lra.hyakumah asked. the~, ::: 

boy to reeoaeider · and.· turn baok b.ef-er.e ,, the· trip·•. b:eoa.me1,m.ore 

. · ,Stlll '··l:~te-1.--h•,~-sa.i.1\-, :~ ~I·t ~·' yi:.>u will g0 baQk~ I will 

give you>...s~e-··Ji(Srs~.s lib-en -I ·-... return.~~ · . :· ·- : • .. ':.- :. ,. •. ··;. 

· ,.!'No,-~'-'. se.'14.::: th~i b,ey,:···"I· want.: to g(L:wherel':.-er :you go 

.a-nd be· gre·at·'- l.-ike- y ,01,1 S()IJ18 41).1'.~ 1' ·· .. .: ·' ·· · • 

:!'or .. .two d~s- and-· twp 111-ght,s . · the~•;· tpa~e!ed•.-,toget,her. 

The leadei< n'<>ticed-tthats the:·-boy wa-1r 'beooming,,·.~~ry, · very:.; 

- . He .a:e-: bacJt-.,soon;,;;-wi th -a •. d"eer. -.. The,, wa¢"r.t'Or -sld.im,ed 

'i-'t'r ·'Ollt --1~--- \W,··· bililt ,•:.a:: :t.ir-e ,to·· ~OQki pa1,t Gf 11.!,t atid . bu.ta.t:•;.,a , 

~ck" upon wh-toh he;:•.hung~.the re-st-,=-t 'o·,.,~. , ~ter, wnen:·-~ i was 

·pllleiiared, he:·:place:d the·. 4ry: me·at·' .·1n.: a · .~e.g .the.t~- h~.:r earrted;; 

·an:d,'itl>ldv the· boy•. to ell;1mb.\ ~n:,·h1s·,,baQk. : . ~.-':: ., .. -..·>., .. ~ 

- , ·t!Newi:· Whie-n ,yt)U. ·get ' ,hllngey~ reaoh down in. this bag 

and eat;~·-he·· se.id-~·- • -:,. >.,·.;•i:•-:.; ,. • .. :, ·,,:-;·· :• · . . : .. ·:. ·) ' .. , .. -:1 ,,,·: ;:.,-- · ; 

·· ·ror ! two:· days-~-- -'.tUlt'U :the: 1>0.y-.· we:& camp1lett17": ,re'ste'.d~-:,. 

·tne_y . traveledA.n $hi's ,. tashion. . ·W:«:l.Jdng a'.l.ong tege.thet:)-. 1-ater; 

Pa1n:tahyakumah ·-d'is¢1o-Se'd ,to :a1s ·. ,pa.r$ner .pl1U>.11:-t:o. m.ake:'.,a~ t~id 
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on .. the 1A:rapa;hoes ~all:d '"''Cheyennes tor :·horses. · 'I'h'ey were ·now:1. il!). 

°t'he vicinity,ot'- these tribes. During oBe night they rounded 

up a large· ;hei;d .-.o•f' horses · ·1n the -eamp · and: turned 'tliem-.. solith.·,· 
I . 

l3r.oak · 01"···.tay tound- them, on '?a: --mottnta~: trom ·whose •., :· 

-summt~ t ·hey,.,c·ol;ll.d'··.u:ew the !isurroun:d1~ ,,·_teri-1t·ory- ·'.fer m.ilee·.1·• ~- . 

• I • ,_. 
<o • .: .. - • • ~- •• 

elQe.~ wat,eh f_ftqr:.y~h~•~:,enemy.:; .:.~they :~ .-b.e .1:0ilowtng ; u~ ·•, ··If 

Y-QU <,eee .. any du.st :f'lyiDg • wake me by kicking my right :f'oet 

first and;·:thea JJJ7 ';1,eft:·,untU :you .have .kiokt)Q. me tour t bne,s~ 

_ At,t_er . the ·wa-rrior.i.,had:,, tall.en asleep,·-:,ud .while tp.e 

- -<>.1'· ~~" wat,ebing, the young lad sudd.enly ·saw the ::t'ate:f'u1 

sign , in .th,e •::di_t/J,:tan;,~t~,~d~$1i ~: . ~ ~~ .tt:x:~,it,~~~,, .,~e . kicke,4. ,· -. 

th~ warr1,-~r . ,t~ur ,in)._e,s ·1'11 th mo:1:e : .. ~n~t'SY· ,·1ii::4e.n · p.e1:haps . was.-, · 

~~-~~,,~~n ;;t.~ wak,t) .Jµ.m. • . ,:~ahrMY~. ·.b. ::.t.}l).e <-"';O~, .. deli:b~. 

~~~~A JD~l~,n~:r •·:Qf:-~ne wh.o.. h~s-.-St~a-t; ;JWiad- ~& .impliQ·it H.f'ai"tht: •­

~~~~~d t -~~-,Yfflt.~.r ~pcan ·: )Valp;_rig :and, ~~e(l·. :p,,ie _..tao.Q.·. Pe~.haps ... 

12~J,~ :.P.·-r ,.ceiling t1p9n ;th~ •.&r.e~t.;::Spirit.·to.r~;hel11. ~in -:th~s ·'..: .. 

~~,~gep.~y t : he-.'-s~i:4_; }fl>0~ ;_g_o :~ll, . 1:1.~P,,,·· ,J;.J).1,-: ,taqe · '\i~~:,~e11,~ncy- 1· .. ·•· 

~,~,. '- - ~ wa11t you out ot danger~." 
. . . 

~h~. ~~.Y ob,~y~d-~ .. ?ahr.~~ lo~ked .l;)a~k. -,:~d.,:f;J~W .~·,~: . 
~ . 

t~• ,.~t,n~~ ~~~~--;Qn. p..orse.:Oao.k·,·,.SJ~~r:s •Eµtd -,~bQJltl~t:~·,..J?O,bb111g 

µp ~~ -:de>:YBl: .;iµ-o~ th~ d~~t .. ! --~-~a~114 op. Jl ~e.e.~t.1~ ~w:h,.i~e. . .. . . 
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was a glerious figure with his eolorful. war re$alia, spear, 

baw and arrows. 

The clash came; he realized it would be dittioul.t w 
eseape death, now. Spears and lances struck him. from many 

sides, but none se~mo<t•:_t1;n h-a-v:e at,.y; _··,~t.!-ect upon him. He used 

his wea~ns with all the .skill that .he could· comman~ and s~on 
• ••· -~· .• .$. . ... ~,· ~ ~ • ~!•• ···: .. -. _; ~ .• ,. 

the dead anci wounded were lying au about him .in great n~-
'. -~: f,': .;,. -~ ... ~ -::- , ·; . t •• 

bers. The enemy, realizing an unquest_ion.a.ble def eat, re-

treated. 
·. •• • .. .i,' . • - : . "t• 

()Alling the boy; after all was safe, he said, ".Come 
• • • • -:•/:..•_': 1, •: I·:• .:, .. ,. 0 • ( • ;• • '\ :· • •~ ~ ... •:•= 

view the ·battlefield; .with YO\ll" spear· you may ~trike any num~ 

;· ~ " l;,",, ,.-.'.; , •• - ,:: :i- ~"- ._..: ; · ._ • .-... ,. · , ::.· •; ) •·: • .7:·:~;".:. '._ .• • 

and take any war bG>nnets for y0ursel.:f to prov.e ye1U:' success. -" 
. . : . . . ·- , . : ~- . i..:; b. · .. ~ . . . . ... .. . .'·· .:'I' • -•• ~. \,; ~:: ·:~ _,. ... • ~ • ,. 

It was .the 'usual et1.stom ot Pahrahyaktnn.ah to go en 
'• .· ·. '. '• ' : · . • · _._, /'l . : ~-." ·., . . • .... . -·--~- ·~· ;,.: 

raids alone.· Never belBo~e had anyone witnessed the actual 

r 'esuit . ·oi -hi~ ~v~i du~ L pewer
0

a'. ; 'For hisc· ~e;e~osi ty -~~ ~~~in-
• •~- 1:: • ~ :r .;• •·:. . ). :• • • i, ~• :•.Y•. '·' •_: . • .. ,:.~ ••:ftf.:., 

ing a promising yell.th; his fame went fe.r aD:d wid_e. In a4~ 

ditio~/ he ga
0;~---~i th~--h~; -~~-s, -~~~e;t· his ewn white ~.ne-, -to 

;• • .;~._; ,.•.:-\. •.! ••.-:=:: . 4~•~ ,: •• ~J\ .~:.~ ::: ..... •• /, • .~:_\~f,:,•;,:•" •t: ";"" , ,r, .0:~ ",•/ 1, 

this b0y whose determination to suceeed was so like his own 

·· r~~~-: !,: . . . · •; •·= : --:l .>~;>z_1-~'.: .:.~ :.:~·; b'ecame .c"ioser "r:r:i.ends and often went on., trip·s· tog~the:r •. As 

the· boy. ·,;e~ame-: mor~ ~~d:--~~re'• l1k~ . his master' he attracted -
_; ··-· ... ,·.:· ·: :' .. ~;;- :J·-..:.:t- -,-,. .,_:·; .. . · .. · ·~;,:~ 

the•· a:ttenti~n of his tribesxnen who later made him t ·hei~ ohiet-. -
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-·:- .-_ . ..... .. - ,... .,, ·- . · .. r· :: .. .,~ :·· ), = .. ,_.•r ·:! .-

. iltle~· -some· or-the' ··st()ri~fj·;· ~ ·otli~r secti~ns or ' • .. 

this collection incluae animals, this particular group con-

tains tales_Qf ~xclusive animal. interest that cannot be 

'·~_le.ssif'ied with any of the other divisions. Tb.is section 

· -~ ooul.cl very well be called Fa bl.es, _ as most oi: the narrati ye_s 
"~ ... 
have an implied, if not a stated, moral.. What we; today,· 

consider a goo4 moral. lesson :may not comply witu the stan­

clar~s or another eivili~at1on, however. The trickster _tox 

who "gets b~ without .due punishment is an e~le of the 

type of story ymo~e general elements paral.lel ~bat et tlle 

f'able. but ·wb.ose moral is contrary to our generaJ.ly accepted. 

standards. An,<)ther charaeteristie that all_ the _t~e~ in 

this section contain 1~ the "triekste~q elemen~. The em~ 

barrassme11-t or predicament in ·whieh the one who. has bee;,n 

reoled finds hlm.$elt haa long been an element wpich human 

nature f'inds 8lllUSill61" Because child.rep. enjoy inlagiabig _ 

that animal s ·can talk an,d, otherwise, be~ve as human bei:ngs-;­

these stories have been used as bed~tµie stories. 'fl:iese 
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narra tives in this division are 'among those that help the 

child form the habit of putting himself in the place or 
others, thus broadening his sympatQies and adapting him to 

reai life contaats.1 
. - ~ }, .. " . ~ 

l ' - . ,, ' 

.! 

•,. •. 
.,...:,.,, . .. ,1 • . .A. 

. -... ·.· 

: ; . 

. : ., , ..... : 
. .,; .... ··-

,,1• ; ·t . ,)..i , ,;•: :f~. 

: \' . f . .:;.~ i • • 

. •.·;. 

~ .. : i:\ . ,._,...;,.•,( ... ~~"I"~ •4•, 
.. .. -:.~,- ' .. 'i.t 
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THE BOFFAJ:,OES ~ GOJIING 

Tohere; •8.1".e ae.ver-aJ; . j.nterest)ing versiQns\ of . . the·, 
story whioh usually appears wid_er the head_ing ~e 

. ,. -,l.iberat-ion~ ,o:f' ilUf:tBdo1'-!;_iifl:; o.:thei,;. l>.G'lleet.ift-s~.1,~:.cmte 
•crow" detail in th~ sequel at the end Qt the•first 
verslon an:d:' .at\ the 1 beg¥iU-ing-,.o'£ 'the ·:seeon~L on~:· ,do .· :. 
not eon:fliot_ exactly, ror they- 0ouJ.d very weu be 

. ,· ine1ud'.~~'. m ·~ t:lie: same.: 'story and 'P~0.bab[J"~·we.re:,J.n:. - -
other versions. 
···:-:· ,~ :i,:~U:e.wingf tal:~,': .1Wd· it,a ;S:eq~el,1 :were ~~ _1 

lated by Jlow-wat e,nd translat~d by Rachel Mow•wat 
. . · -:in--J:une·; ·.1940-• .- - . .- . :.-ti - . . s. =1. , · •; ;,,, _ t· .. ,,, : 

. '\, f ... : ·« • ·;· _ - 7: ~ .; .!:. , ·.,::. :.~ . ...... ~ 

A tribe et Indi8.tls were oaiuping along a stream. 
::: ;· •• ·· ._· .. ' .. i.~ . · . . <f:i:. -~;-:. .J i,} .'i :i..f -~ -~ -,.~ ~ ··; -; ) ; . ! ' ~ ,., ... -._:~ ~ ~ ._· .. s-: .:· ':" 

Because the but'f'alo h!ld migrated :fr~m that rtcinity~ the 
I > ~; . "·_'• ' • • .. ; • • '!. .. ,-..:·~ ... .)• ~; r. . •r !=-·• •• .,.,p, -(-i'i-.r.1· "_[~-~::.-,~,_;.~• .. _ 

tribe was suttering t'rom a great_ trunine. The Indians knew; 
•• • • • : ~ - :' 1 .. -~ ·_ : • .-t_ ·: ~ , .. -~:- ~-

however; tbat an old eGupl,e l.iving near the mountains had a 
-.: . . - •·. _ . . : •• . !_:_ , .• !;. : · :. : ·; ·. ,.· ·. 

18l"ge herd Qt l>uffalo _penned up in a secret pit. In t -ri'bat 
• • •• • 4 .. .. 

.·~=\~~?~f,J.:,· ·,.. · _·:., ~.- .. "i: " : ;:;::: .. ~. : :t -~1~: .. , : -.r:.:J/ .... , ... _;;~ ... ·., --: .~• ~-. ·· - -· ~ ~ :,· , .. : ."' 

ooun~il one night the men discustJecl the pro_blen1.., Fox OSJJW 
. . . . . _;- : t' . ~.. _·, . ~- ., . .• (: '.. . ~-· ... . : . ,: :. ' ·-.'.-: .. t ... -· . ·. -.. 

aieng · and j _oined the couiic~. 
~ ?:.·•:- :,; .. -~--~- : ~:·:-~· "':.· .... ··~c : · ... ~:,;/~ .. ,.J!.-: ~:-~- ~i .. -·.-~ :.: ~ ... i .~·!4:} :\ l·-•i_: ·f.:: .. ·_L;: .. .. L _ .. Jtr~ ... : .. =~- ... :,_:-~;,.-:·~~ ,r~r 

".0.o , T~U lme,\V What 1118 can ~o to sav~ Ollrf:Jei:ves t'rom 
e a.c.b. t.1~*- ~<t· [}:!:' _. z~"<)ilt~·O t-11(~ t :')''X r;(J\L~. t! iJ.{~~~<iJ .. :-:: ":i?'t).~~-t ~--r.~)/.· 't-J'~~·! . .:~,-;:7' -• 
. starvation?" ·they ~s~ed tile fox• . - ... 
i~c:r ·t ,llrJ·:·:~·;· t..,:--- ·::::,,-..·r-~ ·- ·r.'r;(: ~:.;t)::J1-: ·J_.-·.'. ---;~:~.l.: i r:: ~ ... :."'~.:··fi: -1 ::~:-(.~:~:; ~:·-~.- -: · ~._>·:·\·:·,< 

J'ox knew ·ot tlµs saltish fa.mUT w,:i.0· •uJ.-d.. not sh~e 
~:-2,:.,~-? ~-~--:. ~.-··· n .-:· · .. ·:-··: L.~ .··1.r!.:t-/,.J-{t ).1:. t-.--- ... ·_ "~- ~:~~·~·~ ~:~\j -=T:;:i:;:t-r!.::_ ..... 1.: t·, .. ,...3_: ?~~~: 1-;;; 

their fel."'tune with o"thers.­
r r-~\ ·~._:r•.-:':': :;•·_.:._·~-'._:: =~:~ ~-t6. ~:o:;~ ~i) .. ~.-:~ ---- ~~-· 

~Well," l'ox .said, ~:I hav:e a scheme 1n milld tl1at. -I 
(\ ! :• ~-.; {'.~:.~. . ; ~~-.: ;' ·~: >_ 

1 :--:: ··.-.:.:_/_ .. y:::~·· .. ;- :~ ·. ;· ,· :··· .. ;;a ___ :: :.~; · ':"i':" .. -.. -~1~· ·:.:r .~~ :·, :: .. ~?:~ _;.,_: : . ?;/.··~rt 

believe- will work. Cut me bal.d--heade~ _ajid ,trbl the hair on 
!'~·-Y/· ~r-·· ··:·t_ · .).·,-~·.;;1 ·, ···· : ~~i\ \·· .. ~:-i·'f: ·;::' ~-:-.rr.-_.; ---~ -~-:~:r:J t--., -t-:,;:1 -;_:;::~<-:., t .. ;:;C•) · j~:::•t ;;_-(} ·~;! _;·~ 
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my bo~y, get some beads for me .te wear,. and I-' 11 see vlhat I 

can do. In, ~,he ;m.a.rµing break up. camp and go to another pla·oe." 

They 41-d aa they. .were -tol.d, broke up. the· Qamp, and 

left Fox with- a ·sti-and ·ot beads. 

W)len ·they. b,ad gone·, !'ox,.\V8Ilde~ed ar.ound . gl.oemily -.and 

a,cte4 ·like· a: .-nice, pet- d:ogi-i:tbat had· been, l~rt-· :-behind-• : . , • -. 

·· . . The·--,sel:tish old ··cCl:UP].e· that had · ·the buf't'aloe s lived 

near the 'edge ot'·-,1ihe •oun11ains:.- TheiP'' -0hildr&111·mistook• the 

~ tox. ~.or a-·.poo~- ~ar..ved~ -dog, -and took hill-.in-':f.o~ a pet.-. Ym:.­

pi,et~nd~-t~" 'Q~ ::f'pj,g1l-t;e.n.e.d ~ta.n4 .. ran under the bed. Atte,:, 

they cornered and ~aught him, th()y petted him. and tried to 

make him f'eel at home. '?lie ~ldl.dren at ti.Jo.es even quarreled 

over him. He appe.aredi so innocent that they supposed the dog 

to be the best and mom; treasur.ed pet of' some family~-

ffLet' s go out aii4 ehow him the b'Qffal.oes in the p~n," 

suggested one ot thelll. WP.en they came ~ear ~he lot,. the d9g 

appeared very m.ueh afraid. The children took him out several 

t•s in order to accustem. hUl to ~he ~nimals~ ~oming nearer 

oach tllae. ot .course the fox c9uld hardly "8-it tor ~he op-
.. 

partunity ~o. begin the 1"0rk he ha<l in mind. Onoe when they 

came Tery near he jumped into the pen and start~d hewl.ing at 

the b~aloes and ~ha~ing them.· The stSJD.pede tllat_ the fox · 

created caused the buf'f'alpes to break through the trick gate 

811d run away. Now the fully realized ~hat they lia.d beea 
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tri~ked and that the pet dog was really a :fox. 

The parent~-, who had dis1iked the pet and 0:ften bad 

warned the ehildrell•; to iat hbf ·Igo:,:· J1GW -beeame very angry. 

The f'ather-~ .tri_th .a .cli:ib,- •·:waite<I-at ,:~·the.:c gate: .. ::rqr the fox te 

come out; l>ut Fox had already sneaked out through a smal.l. 
.. .. 1:·-... ·· .. · . ;"' • .=. ~ \. ···.~ 'f ~- ... , -~~·-· -; .. _ ... ~- J -.i ·~:. ·:· 

opening at the l>a~k 8.lld was ohasi~ t ,he bu.t':fal.Qes toward 
.,. ._·,--.~-;~•-.• .-...:_(; ::/ •·· _ ~-~ -~ J · .. tt:. j "-ta::~-· t ·-: 1.t ;-._.;_"-~ ~:_:_: -.r~· ~ · -:---~ •: .. \~- ·~ ~-
his comrades Whom he ·had promised to help • 

.... -~·:. t. ~ - ... ~ .:.- ••. ,~. __ :.:. ·,·-· • .'.1{ .. ~..,- .; ........... : . 

In th_e 9amp :far1iher de,m the stream some scouts at 

their leok-c>ur ~osts shouted the news to their :fellow tribee-

men, ~e burtal.oes are AOID1ng." 
;:_ .. _\:. ~. •·~; • ·-.. · _:;-,t~•· - ·~; ~" ':. ~'; .' •-:~ ·:; "' ' ;·;·. : .• ~) ,~'-· .• ~ r•;-

. : . . : ._'· ·,,•; 

. t ·: 

- . ' . .· ' .. 

'! •"· -._ . • 

. .. -· ·, 
,:; ,: •,• ,' 

•,:V : · .• • .... 
\,• ; .,. ~ ..... :,. 

l .. . 

. .... . .-,.\ 
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Th~ owner··.Qt tlir/ b~taloes'; beside ium.seii with 

aiig~·r; ···su~ect~d the I.ndi~~-that· h~~r~~vei "i~~ thei~ tor-
.... ... --..... - ~-- . ..... t.:)i '• ·: ... i- • ••. • .-1· .. . ...... .,;, ., 

mer C8lllp. In his heart he swore revenge and tol.d his trou-

bles to the erow; who at this time was white. "I'll get 

, even with those peopl.e in that camp up the creek, but you 

must h~lp -me. Fly over -whil.e they are butcheri?Mi a bufi'a1o 

and tell them the IQ.eat doesn't tast,e goocl." 

The e~w dtd ~she was directed. When tbe Indians 

heard the· JI1ess88e, tll~Y didn't believe it. '!'hey were very 

happy -~er the~ :tqrt\Jlle in se~ur~ f'ood at"ter tb,e long 

ta.mille. When "\;hey . 1a'f?~r tasted th~ meat• h~ver, they 

:toUDd it to be b!tit•l"" The crow has special. ~rs, and 

the,- Jm.ew he ~s to blauie • 

.Again the ~r1_}>e8J\18Di to14 F9X th~ir -trou~les. 'fhe . . 

~$e, old .Fex had a ~uggestion ;ready as a1Wl\ys. "Set a trap 

~or the crow_~'( he eai4~ "-Jt:t$t over a bu:\;ehered buffalo.,~ 

They ~et t}J.e trap an<l e.aught the cr0w. •lfow ,·-" said 

the tox;- " :'ti$ h1lll to the pol.es a,tep the ccnmcU· t~pee and 

bllild a tire in~ide. ~he SlD.Olce will go up to him _through 

2~5 
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the opening." · 

Tuey tied the crow to the top, built the rire, and 
soon the crow ~~ed kawing. ~ey looked_ up to rbid that 
the crow .had turned completely black. 

"That,•,~ al];,..,. sa:1d-1;he rox. tqJe • vron1t ··troub1e· you ;'i7:..: p: _ ;.• -.• _ I • ~. • - •_. :.:.,· ' •• ... ~ ... • I • '• • .'••I • :· ~~!.:,·# 

anymore·. ·, ne·.-1gave1 -up• :1dl.tlti-·ue · mwed and ·:t~ed black:.• :. ... : •, I;~,:-~ •~ ~ : ;:_, ~' . ( s . • .. , •' ! •. •~,f" ~ • .,,_' • :. •: ,-• ~ '1 • • • , _- . :, ._ • f 

~eti" :tba~ the · me'iit was al~ys ~ood • 
• ... ; • "-'. ... , ';' •. :'-~ \ :, \'_' •• ; :- ~.- • 1- ; • 

• t •• 

. , 

·., 1: . t.' · ·· _: . . ' 

• 1 

' ·' -,: .. . \ 

._ ., .. 
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THE REtEASE OF THE BUFFALOES 

In the toUowing version of' ~he Liberation Qt Buttalo,-" · a dog causes the stampc,de, whereas the :rox f'igures · in the tirst one. In the story- ·f'ol-
1Gwi.Jl8 this, it is a "smalJ. animel." directed by 
Coyote who reieases the herd • . 

Herman A.sea.ap f'urnished ttie main details ot 
this second version, Ju1y, 1940. · 

·Without th~ knowledge of other tribesme:µ~ a man and 

his wtte built a trap, a sort o-r hid.deµ. pit in a lpt, to 

catch the buff'a1o. Many were caught and the old c.ouple had 

plenty to eat whU~ others, during a terrible famine, had 

nothing and were starving. 

A crow tlyi,ng ar~l;J.D.a stopped t0 pick sa;ne ~elicioua 
meat in his claws f'rom the line wb.ere the meat was~. 
others iB the tribe ~re puzzled that a erow should t'ind 

meat somewhere in ~he ivicinity. Day after day in ,vatch.ing 

the crow; they traqed his _tl.igb.t to the home of, this ol.4 

couple, and f'oun4 the , many bttrtal.o~s ·in the hidden lot. A 

4og that began bar4i-Jl8 at the peopl.e who were now ~therin8 
and wandering around, _suddenly notieed the bttrf'al.oes. Im-' . . . 

ntediat~l.y he l'l8nt into the pit and chased the buf'fal.Qes un-

til they disappeared 1n a stanrp~de. In the toroe ot their 

20'1 



-. 

208 

run they had raised the trap door and escaped. 

When the sel.rish o1d eoupl.e f'ound wb,at the dog had 
done, they became very~, but the tribe was thus saved 
f'rom starvation. 

. , ! 

· · •··· ... 
• .J', ~-.,. · •• 

.... :.,· - ... _;, 

.... : :· 

.J. : .:_, 

·• . ;:.. .. 

:· . 



THE LIBERATION .OF BUFFALO 

.. The : ro]J.old.ng :.C~ehe tal& is given as-.. it ap­
pears 1n ·the st. Cl.air and Lowie- collection of 

, -$hoshone an4 Gemanehe ~«ies;·'Li3ou.rnd.;;:.of <Am.er-ic-an-
F2~ore,· · pp. 200~2a1 .. · - . . 
· · 

1 \:7he-:•ma.in ::feature &'£ this Tersion· ,1s ·that :! t is 
related a~ ~ ~r~gin myt~~ - Jelling how the bttff'alo 
came.?to l;te cm: the -earth. ,~\:·1-Ih·--that··'i'espect .it is 
different 1'rom the two preceding· ones. 

-r= . ~·,: . ·,.~;··. 1,• : ~ ,; . .. ·:,,.. .\ ~--... "= . -. - . .... "" ... 

···: ·:~ ~, ,:&~~agc:ht~ ~,peraoas··9Wilei '. all. the buftu~~ ::%ey 

we3;e .. an·:old, ·woma,n ail.d .:h~r_i young eousin~ ·1hey kept :· ·th.em · -.:;,:•· 

i,~»at34::lip :;::i.n '. .th(3· ·DlQ.untains, · so ~,that they,;o·C!)uld: not .. get ·· out •. · 

~oy:Qt~ ~-~~ .t~1.-1ihe~e-.,peo.ple., -~·He s.~oned · the ··-ID4tans:-:t .o a • 
-~ •• - . • .- y • • : .. - . . • - : ~.:-: ~-. 

we . e~~~:ove.r-rthe~e, w.e w111 , ,plan. .hew to ~ase .. •.the b'1f:talo." 
: :, . ,, .. 1. . ·:. •. ' . ::' ,/ . 1, • . . . • • . • , .-~ ·. :. :· • • 

,< 'f4~J:r~ t•~~tl .. :~~Q,,·t)le :,~uttalo.;.µiel-eaure. · "Aft~~ :,1"8~.· ' .. :; :· 
: .: • .,· • • -.~ • ' • . ' .'.! - ~ ' 1. .. ~ .:: 

~ts,tt :)i~i4;-GQy¢).te.-;-.. , •we wil,1 agau.,llol.d a.'.oo~oil.. :as ·~~ :-' 
..:••~ ._~-:•\. • .-;. ,t . _" ~ , I ... • ~. , • ~ ? '"'. , • _ , ~ ·• ., • ~ :• • ~ • • . . ~ •.' • >;" ;. ~ ::,,:.:., 

. -~ .. ,.,,~,<;~\;J:el.e~s.,~ ';~t~~ d1~aio.: .. ·., A :.,ve'k.y smal ;1 .. · an~,. ~•'1)1 

. &~r-~~';;)~0:- al~"'::i~ r~~- ll~r1~wa:trfi!~ \ .When~ the ~~~~a;1J~~:-· t:/ ' ~.: .y·i/~_·: :. . . . . . . . .. . - '. ,:'· ··, :::·: t_" . 
~1te,tr·;,-·{t.-t. ~r ~~~Ef{'i t ",-hotn:~f ~tdt1J.:a . p&"t) 'The i'Sl:d,'/ ~ <wua 

>:~ < .. ~-. . · .. · .• . . .;,,, . ' '" - . '<• • . :. ·' •• . . . : • :;~ . . -~--.... ·· ... · _· /.::,.'~' 

<l-,.~~,~~ ;~ ~~~~•~h8;;.,Cfki,ld ~ .;ta+tim aSa,~~h· Q-~,,th~. ·".D.:~~~1:}that 
,· • !. .... • ,. : • . . . . . , . - :· ._;- '. ... -:-., :,- .i- • ..... • .• :"'.... 

i~~.f~ ,~.t .b~g:~ ,i:tQ;>:Qey :'anci ~ldll:.~b~ «llO\fed, tQ:'-keep ,1t: .. : · ~he 
.:· ~ - . .. : · .. ' . . . . . ~ . . 

· 1n1:1mal-~wll];, run-.otr:·(at, dS:preak~·-;and ·th~ b~:tal.O:, ml$ burst-': -
. -· ' . . 

OU1k~Gt.. i'thet'ri ~tren :tand ·.T\lll .a.way._;;,~_;,\ ffi~ ~fr.st/=-amma}'.~:t}iey- ·•s~at 
289 
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-tailed. Then they,s~nt the Kill~dee {doJi). 

Whe·n the boy Wtln1i r~r water-, he t'oun9. the .Ki11-dee 

., and •.tOQ~ it home, .?'lf()8~ .. ll,~rei" h~ ~?,id t~ .,hi·S · C~ll~in, "Tllis 

animal ot mine is very.:.g~od." . The ol..d. WQJ1lan . replied, ·."Oh, . 

··:.it·,·ia g~d f'<>J,:' ~ot~i.'ll8J., The_~~ is,:. Ii<>~li.ing Livi~ o.n .the. 

·:. ;earth .. tb~1i is.-. nG;\» · &:: •-r~§~al, oit\ ~Qb,~:r ,• " .:: · ~µ,.~ . <;l\iif .. ~ .id.- ~~ 
·,:-

· at1iention:--~<> her. ~Take · 1.t l>~c~ J4tere . Y~: g~t it , ~-. said . 

: the.,_.wemaµ • .,. ·• He· _9bey~~;..<, . '?lle,. K1J.l..-.de~::' ~~t~~-•; 

~! ;tb.e.' l>et,~-~~:·O:t';,t~~~e.:,1;~. ~OY:L l;lav;~. -f'aUadi~-~ . ~i4. ,C.~y):>te-;:;- , 

1· :'~bufi t ·pat·, ~e-~ no: diff ~r.6:n~.e . , .... Pe~p_~ W:~l · :w,ay- r:ei~ase. tl:l~pi, 

J P~~p.e..p~ !<8 .t.3:l;lal.J,; ~U♦- ·, ~~- i-~. j;~:·thb,d · t :ime. n9y~: .• We:. will. 

.,.::a~lld .. a . '~ • en:J~ <tve~. 1ih13;1r~ •. _·_ ,. Jr. J~h~ ~ld . WO!IJllD.': -~©l='-~~ ~ . ~o 

·' •tak1' ... -1:t ~' .1 t m.U·, 1-1~.e.ra.;t,e ~»-:p~e. l:>utt'aJ..~; it •,1~ ~ a . g:r~t .6ch~m­

. er.-."··. Sc:> ~p.ey . s~n:t t:}le :~:W.rd. , ~n i ~:1.:,. . Qoy:ei~~ ~~-id; "It" she 

rejects this one, we snaU. s~.e1y be unable to liberate the 

game.·" 'fhe animal we~t .t8 the spring and was p;i.~lted up by 

the bGy ;· who toQk a .~eat ·.1-ildng 'tQ it-. ~:Look )lere I. Wha1;; 
-

.a nice pet L hs-ye-J-" The .ol,d woman repl.ied, •oh~ how to.011sh 

you tireJ It is g~ tqr no~hillg.· All t~e an~ls in the 

world are sch~rs. Itll kill it ·With a .club .. ". 'fhe boy­

tC';)ok it in h:ls QmS .and ~ - away crying. He thQught to9 

·mu.oh of his pet. "Nol This an1mal is too SD.JB.ll;" ·he crie~~: 

When the an·imal had not re.turned by- ~t~all, Coy-qte went 
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among the people, saying, "Well, this animal has not returned 

yet; I dare say the ol~ woman has consented to keep it. Don't 

be uneasy, 0ur bui"f'a,10 will be f'reed .. " Then he b!;lde all the 
.. . . \: ~ . . . \ y, .. ~~:.:-: j . . . 

peepl.e get :ready just a.t 4a.ybreak. "-OUi" bu.tf'a1o will be re­

leased. Do ·a.1], of, . .you oount- ,yow, ·.'·horses.-" . In the me-an time 
·;,;; .! • •.• :. ::-_ ·. : ... ·. - . ~ .. :"~,..~. '; U ; '. - .. · -. ·.... ."_..J .... 

the ani~l .; --~-0Ja~ i:1is lnstructt'Qtts:t1 ·slipped ·. over ,. -to the 
···: •!' ._.·· :~~-'7~-·...i :·?-~ . ./ ';.. \:). f··. ~(5· -t~-··· t :. ·:.;:·,,._ .. - -·~~··:. 

pen, ~d-'-began.r:'to ·;howl.; i __ -,'fh~ butralo ·:heard ·1t, and WSI!e ::t·e.J:-
. ' - . . . :.- ·:_~--- :.,.., ,. . . i_,::--~-~:\ ' , ... , ... ~.: . . 

r1:f'ied~ ·.: ·_• 1n:J.~y:~-~aif.;:tft'al!cils . ,th~ .gate,,. _ l)rok~_ ._it·_·_ ~-~,m-,. ,-an.a. -es.,. 
. - .. ·· . . ....-..... ~.-.~ . · : ~~ - . :· ,;_: f; ·~ .,_~ .... · ··:"'._ ---~-~ ·;,' ·"'= .r,. .·_~·•, -~.-. . 

caped.-:· '.1'11,~ ' q):g ~ ,~_{ :1uiarilig -the n0ise-, woke up. The chil.d 
··...... ~-- : ' : . \ .' . :-. ~-.. .. _.; ·i/ ...... ,:.>'i: -~~ '. :· . . . .. ·:. , . ' - : .. . : ~ 

e.sketl~:. -, -,m:ere.c·,ts_ •lQ1- ·,l!Jet1~-::, H~1Acl~4 n-ot -find it. , ;;The •01d ~ 
; . :~ .. >:~ t • • .•• ·: :. :_'·.'"_•· · · ;;·: ··:.•:" ·.:: .":" .:{":· .. ·.,,, • • . • ••. , •, ~ ~. §" ·i.·; . 

said, · "J; ~"9ld ;~u:·-so.-::- ~uo":(.O:v.·.:t.~.e:: ~fi~; .. ~:qJn~ai_ _1@ ·:ba~.-; -it haS 
_::~:~ ... ~ .. :_:.·:_~. :.~.::;?.:;;.·Lt},. ;;/~ ·· - :~ 

dep-rive~ 
1

~i:'~?our gaiil&i t.t. ·· ·,she vainly tried ·.t0 ,',hold·~ ~tli~ buf'_-

tal.o back. At daybreak au the ·Indians got on the.ir horses• 

:f'Gr they had coiif'-idenoe ,: in ''-O"Oyc)te ~ :: . nus 'the butt.a.lo . 'came'.' to ' 

.. _.'} •,; .. 
..... ; .. . ... 

. .. . · ' ... 
• ,>, ·•: ·-· 

' · :.:.:::i':-f ··iy:. :: .. .::~n:· .) ~.:_ .. ;:;-,·:·; .• .\' ::·:.-~:-,. >·, .. : .: 
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COYOTE AND THE PRAIRIE DOG8 
. .· . 

There :se•s to.J>e ~: so~ nu.certainty ·in the co- , 
manohe 'bales ot an·hnal11 as ~o whether the trickster 
is>:a :tox1;.,e1","lCG.~te • . ~ .. Wh11.e:)s•e bsi st it is ,. th·e ':• 
f'ox, others s~y it is a coyote. others say it de­
pends.:upon .. the·,>local.-ity- ·in ~which· .the · story or.ig~ted. 
The Comanche terms signifying the f'ox are three: 

·· ·!!·~,hana- kut (yellow nnd~r the arm), k:a1 wash (trick .. 
ster~ • and ~'!!!! ee tsah:t''J?!.• '?he ~erm for coyote is Jlfih!ruh me:i..waET~~ '!. • ·~ . :. !: ·., i · · : . : . Teslte Uie""oomanche Tariants !ncl.uded in this ,· •· .. :f51?oup'i ;:>thera:.1~e-11.IU1um.erable.·variants aniong other 
tribes ~cl.uding "8oyote Dances llith the Prairie 

' • ... . Dogs":,::tolµld,)Ul·.:Qpler•a Mpns:-~ TaJ.~S:.•-!!: ~~n~ 
carUla A!!!che~. p. 2'72. · 

,-· ;,-._: : ., ile.~iiwlienap~ga_ve .. ,me the rollQ1!fing~:.Y..eratqn~·- in .· .. 
J"uly., 19.46. 

t .•... , 

. . Tlle t9x· and the sJQmk:· aJ.ey-a· •~rk .- togethel;" 1'or .. their 

Q\YD.:. 1~:teresys.. OU.8 ,eve~, ·beoaua.e they JU8re v_~otp. hungry ' · 

an,cL de aired a speci~ tea st, they were di scusa~ the 1r 

plans. Fox did most ot the tb1nk1ng b·tu:ause -he. ~ . too .• .. 

,bl·ever ~-Glle. · , i \f 1 tar ;the · .jJCheu,.e J itt:.~mµid.r :~ Fox•:, ~».t,\ia::,;.J1eta.rby ·: · 'i' 

· 1 1 :· 
~ ~:-,. .. .. 

shorted·\to allJthe.{pr~irie·td~.:--sit:tillg~oa,:.t~e.irHaom1d~.1-.z-; 

~w~.-,:.JJl\l~: · ffl"got _ou,r::~ditterenees '. and,.? cam.bine·:~ourt~nrengthf\j;O 

prevent its-. 1Jl)read or-~ 1-t · -will kU.i. us .. -ala.. :: -.. As . SC>en.-. as:, y-ou 

M~t:+oe~e.<l. up ._'J."f/>:ur .b9usesi; :f'9U~-m.~et.--~ ~om.a;,· evecy~~OJle:,of 

212 
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your ... even the children, and we will ·have a special council 
and ceremonial dance at my house." 

l!'ox left a:rter he felt sure that he bad convinced - .. ·,· .. : ; , . ·\ 

them o:r the im.po;rtance of the meeting. 

Accordi~·. to.-the -~pl.an, -s~·was to 11~'"on. the gr.ottnd - :_:- ·=_ : ..... ~ . • ... .,• 1:; . . , ~_;.· ... -~_::~ 

as if he···were <d~ad ~0"·"'4bti~ he·•cau?d ~e-tt·er_'.,.ob~erv<j _prairie 
~!-~.i. , •.:-1, ,_.:-· · .. _.; .. ~•·'"J./' ·,i~_;, •!. : ,· .,. .. •,_,v ·.:.":!" · 1 r:. .. : · -:• "~ :--·,·,:;,·.-:·:,::· . · •? 

dogs ~wo ·d·id not obey, the ~es· o-r ·the '.daJioe .during the 

ceremOJl1'• . •. :,_ . . 
The prait'ie _dogs hurriedly lQcked up their house.s and 

.: •• '. - , ... i..~-. " --:= ·· .. •,.. ·, ~· !' :~·.i·"f ,.. -. ::. =''-'#' ! :.: · . ·>- l. ,:-·· \1 ':, ~~,~ ,'?'",. .• .: .. •~ :- ,:. '. 5 s-

bro~t their tam.il.ies to_ the meet~g. _ 
:.; ·--._-;-::• :-~:: .. :1· .... · 7'-,..1'"" ... ~t~ ~---~~ :.-:.:- .. , ~. -:!-n ;r~·: ... -...... 

"Now, we nw.at )lave a certain .kind o-r ~ee in order .; ---;. .... ; . .... ·',~~··· ·-: ~,'"·'.::'"' ·.,,;. . j.:~ ~~ :~~- , .. ! -{ 

to ~e our power over disease etfective,• announ.Qed Fox • ..:.· ., ·>~- i • .. ~ •• • • .,,.... . -~ -1 •• . • .-.--.~_.. ~: ...... :. ;,.~ · ::_: ~:- -· .. :-: . •• ,~· ·\·~- I~ . 
"ill. at you mnst take part. With your eyes shut, dance aro~d 

r, • ~• · •·: : :,)1 •, .. :,,.~ __ ,_-1.·•.: " .. ::•:•
4
,.:'::• • ., 

1n a circle by me. D\lring this magic dance ·it' ~ , c,f you ~. -:..•. . . ; ... _. . . . .... . . . :. . .· ', . ,, ·i :- : ... ~- : .. : ~' . . . .. 

.open y~ur -e)"es, the j.i.sease will surely come and we will all 
~~ " -.,_,... ~-'· -~ -~. 7 .. 

die~" 
. 

While Skunk ~tcb.ed. .trom his ·place on tlle .growi~, 
,, ... 0 • 0 0 f •• ; • !"'' #• •: .. •·.~ : ... ?;.: .. ~-,_:.;::- -.... , ... 0 • • _.:, , • ,\;, .! •, ; :•,:: ~ 0 ti ',N•• 00 :-~~' -"-: 

1ox he1~ a . olub and ,kUled ev.er1 jrairie dog~, as lie o~. by; 
-~,, -; ~! ~-:' .;. ~•~ i::~ .. ~.t!i.~~4'•: . . 
~th a blow on the hEta4. 'fhe y-oungest ot the p~irie d.OS8~ 

1:1:>1t11 ... •1n:1 t v 1~~?.t :,- :,,.:- ~:•f .. ~- ::; t ::. -~:( :! 5 ,~i:•: ::: t :·:~~ r ~-;· ;.t 1. J-; .,t .~; ~~ :..t: :\.-·: : ... e 
too ~urious, opened · his ey_Qs to see What was go~ on_. When t , ... ~~1-t.~.: .: ... !:: !1 .':: -~>.= "1. ,.~. ~½ f"." r~ t,:. 1 ;_ !. ,_. ~:.,.~,_~~: •s:":•~ :,<; : .. ·\-_;_. ·t·1·~:.·.~: ... 1. ,. 
he saw hi$ me..t~s i,-~ng on the ground b~ mµ.rd~re~,, ·he 

1:~<:._;1· ~; ,_--.. .,: ·,lt'<-1t r:~.l :.:- T'('(:~ ·-~~,- - r:,.; ·: ... ~_:;-.;; c~~~l:'•~.:r!"~it.:\,-~r ~.!'~-~ :"_! rlt~"i:. 
gave a yelp and a shriek that warned all the ot}ler~. 'fhe7 
~;·, ..... -::: .:.·(:: .. :.·::·•·.•;t.r

1
: :_~·•~: t--~-t:-·~ .. ! _- ~ ~:,, ·.:"::,;,_. d-~~~ .. ".1-t..f.: fr• 4 ---~~:.t =t:._s·,·::.~~f,. ...... . f ~ 

.all ~ as tast as t.hey could to their · homes with Fox and 
: .. • _+'••:._ ~.; •~ 4 -.:• . i .: ~ ~ · .. -, ·-"-~~ ,. • ::: ;-•~.) !. - •..,-s'I ? :-;_;'. f: .. -;._;~._ j_~_ ... ,~,.\,;)~t,;~;-
Sk:tlnk, bo:tb, after them~ 

could open their doors. 

Ma.!1 . more were kiUed bef'ore they 
._:-:,; ~. -~;! 
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_.., 
• • '•• •• 4 ... .. 

COYOTE . AND THE PRAIRIE DOGS 

. • .. , . ~e :t.ollowillg yeii~ion.::wa.s ··1:~l~ted in fluent English by- Felix Koweno, J"une, 1940 • . n~-,.Pl,l.ebiQr :8:ll-d.~Vte~;.l.nd.1~,.. r'~S-:-Well .-tt,S ':th,r:·./.,1 ~ /'• ;: Apache and Comanohe., ba.-e many stories concerning th~· c.oyote; the·. tax·, and . the prairie ·dog. . · : · -: . ': ' .. 

., :~ ... j,...-, . _. ., ........ 

A sly, greedy· ~oyote had <rt"ten enjoyed feasts at the 
,: .. 

expense of smaller aninJa).s by depriving them ot. th~ir f'ood, 
~<~' ~ ... ~ :.~· ..... -- .: .~-. '~; "i f;;.J. •i "r.!i: ::.:5:·."";~··:· .. , ;, ~= -::'ti.:·~, ...... ,,! .\ •. - ::f or by actua.D.y devoltri:µg the as1maJ8 themselves. Nothi.Dg '/f?'~--~·· 'i,,• ·· •,::'· .:, ·~ :' 1~':~~ -~~1t. O\ .: : ' \ ,:.·,, .. ·~~; f: -·f : ... :·. : . ·: '\ .. -!··· seemed to satisfy the elj.ormou.s appetite or this coyete. 

• • \"""""': ~ .. , ,. <· ·; 

Sitt!ng 'down on the top ot a hill overlooking a vast . $tr(ttch 
d :- ., • n·r · ·· ... · :.. 8.1.r, . · t~ , ..... ..... i .. ·: :::, : :. ··· . ~..,. :~ ot prairie, he spent ~~Ul:s in .though:~, trying te d~vise a ~: ·~.:.. '. }. ·; .· :' . =~ . .. :.\ ... . .. } ' ' -~ .. ' ··; . t·.. . .... 

means by whioh he would secure tor h1msel1" a teast of con-
. ,· 

siderable proportio~s. 
. . .:~ ?- . .t,f ~:~: . .:. ;· ~- .. ~:, r . -~.; \·:· ·; . .,. , .. 1 ~.-.:.... c J ~:l t:' •,.... !_ .. )·:.;:'.':;;, · _ ~.~~i;: -: , · :·l:~·: ... '. ... ;r ~t. "I JQiow," he :rinal ly said, "I'll have a big danc.e ana.~ 

.1n..:1te a..1.i the ·p;~~ie. dogs 1"rom that prairi~ dpg to,m I see 1-.:. '-·;~ .. J ;,.:.."1.: .... 2 ... ,·.~.{; :J· ... ":.~-~-~ ;· .. ~:--.!.;.:1a,:l t"': .:.;!··:.-,2., -~·::.~:;:-, ~)11d .• Y-.~ • 

.in the distance •. " . 
:M ds·t:-~~Jitd by t,:h.~ o-c:r.:)t:~ .1:tr-t.U ,:;lc~1flfl !iis B~!-1'i~--- f./:t .~.: ·-~·<1~. ;_: .. t .·~J;: f 

l)ma.ediately he set 9u~ g~ill6 trQi!l prairie~~ hol~ '\.. .:t .... "i'~'v.'!~ ... ·:-,11-•~,--,t~ ... ··,~->: a~,d ·h·~1· 11r'"~,~k:,_...~r~~ ~i•"t'! :·~-~.- •';~) l:{:-:-: .. ,. ;--, .. ,~. }··?~.-- f'-t;,.~ ... J.l ~ ... : J. ... ¼..••-1..1 ,., .,. ,t,. , •• . ~ .! "'•:.t..,;;. .._.,,.t.t.•, , ,. ... -~ ... .. ~~•-~•- 'G,. - ...... . . ;. --v._ . .,. · · ...... - , .... . to prairie ddg l:J.o1e, gi Ting his invitation to the danoe·: · ~~~, .. ·\ ~~..-...-·••.'\+a. ..... .... . . . ··~ ... ,. 'i"'· ,!, i}P.;:· ~ .... :y~,· ii:4' 1~ ·•···~·~i: -+-.-.. :-· ... ·1·:,.. ... ~.,;"· ,1 ''•t;li -=-- ;'-\' .·-.":· '\'> .}. ,:.'.".';. -.. ~\ .,J \.J \tl~ -~ ., .••. J ... ~·'l'"' \.-... ... ·:~.--~v,. • .... ~... -a.~ ·•.""..t.t.-iJ l'j,-.•-~.} ..,.:.,,._ ....... : ••• ~ • .... ~ -..,. .,'.'-..-. i .!..:· '-" , .L , ... :.·-

~NOW' be sur~ to ooTer 1;he holes caref'ul+Y wit~ din {i.t;lJ. ,;:·--t;-•. t\): ··· . .!3 .-~~:- ::..•--~-~?!.'. f)":-~}:::;.il--3 ;. ~)-t-j \~~~.:-:: :-:·f~~\l";t .~ :._;" ~:~ -~ . ~;3•·;·,t:'t- "f:,!;: .. ·1,~~ •:-When you lea,-e, and then pack the earth down until it is 
•t: •,; •,\a 1, •,: • •.••~ ,:: t ~ '1 ° •··~) ."_: ••-~::.-•:~ ()t.;~ o ~• •• ••~-;-;I ..... ! :•~• :i ~:: •:, •.•::5 :.:~~~ 

tirm and solid. Your homes then will be sat"e from intru,de:ts 

~.~-. --
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wha may- ventur.e ne~ . ~Ue you · are · att.ending 'the danQ~.•-~-

:· ·The .. day . .-.o:f .t .he 1 big .. ,dance arrived.. Every :prairie _deg, 

:CQ.llewing· ·i.nstnetJ.Qns, closed the entr~n<le to his peacet:"ul 

home b~hind b.iln. ·At t :llEt: ,t\ano,·,-th,e •~yQte ·,- ~ayi~ ·.ho.st., an--

,. ' ·: .. ,. ··<:")Tow·,.~s :.J;~·t~~~-9. vtu'.OUQ.d.•·•D-f'O• tP.~t ol~~e ;~)t.@~-:~Y.C,S~ 
' . . . . . . - ~ . 

el,ose theia."~ver. s~ -'\i1,.s\\tt a.Q .. t.ba, 1;YOU. ~·•t~ot.: f~~1.a~h,~. ,. 

':rhat, IQ ·:.i~ ,,;Of ._\'t;M·.;•.g~~:. ,',J':~OU .. :,~U·itP}c\ 11.tt•~~~:., ·•:·.,/" 

, .. ;)~f ·t\•e ._.q~f!i.Q ,9-•e.n~:-.~~ ~-~ ,~.dt~t.~q,e-;~~i,(le, , stiU 

keeping f.H ;tqse,0wa\tll ~• ··\ffi<da~1eia.;•;:,h~ Ql.>.s~p~_j ~,,fi~ .. · ... 

-~~k~~,. · .. --.~ti,ent, .14~ ,.2i~~!d.,1.~o .. ~~,>'.,gr9_~p- ·ffi ;.;V:Oi.¢e~ :- -:, :· 

•You tU'e not playing tair," ho 3ai9,~ pointing at one 

guilty prairie dog. •And y-011_, and 1011, and tou," he shouted 

at the ethers. "I $8.lf you peekiug through bareiy epen. -~~~ 

lid.~. ·uow qlose ·y.ovr e~s--and ~lose theip. 'tigb.t♦.-and da.aoe 

w1 th all yeur might:,~ 
-ill the prairie dqg~ a~eae¢ to obey. E,oh, one•• as 

;he da,noet by- ·the 9-~~• -bad "Qi<>se4 his ey.vs so 1iig}ltly that 

.his Ju>se wr-inld~ ~d )lls whiskers stuck: up higp 011 his race. 

ne coy4t_e., now en tip~tee ,. went sl11'~tlg .out .qt_ the .~ir~le 

and Ct"eeping up frollJ.. b~lund, ,ma -.s .rttady tor :\11$, next lilQTe, · 

~u.e .loner susp.ieiou,s_, ~urieus little ].:)l'flirie dog ti&d 

t~oled the •oyo-te by ke.~pµig the, ~er or one eye op_ea. 

,,. ... 
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While watchiDg the coyote's every move, he kept on danoing 

with his eyes squinted, his nose wrinkled, and his whiskers 

tickling his lashe~~.. . ., . 

'fhe coyote suddenl.y sprang upon one prairie dog and 

then anothe·r. Tll~ ,,atolit~ .?~-,- toe: e~cite·d at · f'li'st·, ··r1naJly ;. . .. ~ ~ ~ • ' ~~ h.:..,, ~ ·: . . . . •- . .. . :· , .: . . 

sor~~- ~ --~1;~-~ ·._::~r -~-a~~t-~:oo·· 't~~t :\ ~~~~-$t ,~~; ·.se~~fed to 
their homes .• . · In the- oonfU'sion_- :th~.- -4o)"o~·e:· lcUle4 ·others. Be-: . . .,; . . :;.:. . . ... - . .. . . ,: ) •· : ·. ·. . . 

tore the f'ew remaining _ones oould so.ra1;ch and dig through 

their guarcled ent-r~~el;l, · the o'oy~e. caught more·. 

~<~;::' .· , Tbose 1'~•~·•e ·rMchM· ·tlie ·s~iity ·of their•· homes un-

1-njured k!iew 'they •<iwed tnef:t l.fveaf to·. the· aJ.ertneiJ°s: c,:t' · that 

orie: .. 1:1 ttlEf prairie·- dog~ whom they nani~a tnWa,toh:rul. oue:~ 11 

' ' 

.: ... !' \ . .. . 

. . -· .- . . :·. . . 
•• .:; . •• .• : ~- .;,. ; :.., • j 

.. .. 
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T,ijE HOODWINKED D,f\NOERS 

· ~his. t~e from St. Gl$ir and Lowie's eo1lection, 
"-Shosb.oIJ,e and Goman~he Tal-es,tt lolWna:l. of -American· 
Foµg~~ :i· pp._. , 2'1'.3-"!2~i; ·-•'¥.J.C~U4.ea1a t:aeqtteI'":about ,.ho,, .,: 
~oyete'and Skul;lk disposed o.r the dead Prairie Dogs • 

. . Th~ seq)lel 'is stfill. r.f)li.$.t«d .'in 'bhe:.,:tribe .. to.day,, but 
_I was unable to 2;1ecure it ror 'IJJ:'i' collection. 

. . . . :: 2 .. <_..,"'· :-

: ··1;,- • ,. · ~.oyete ~t--~blnk.· . ·-!'~,- b~()therl - .I ,~ut. very 

hllligry •. ; Let; ,us ~~ ::a~e ·,clienie r-ta ,get ·s-~me:tbing .. to eat·-1 ·-· 

I · wil.L lead· .-;the Wff.Yc.,· dQ : y,u·;,1':.G~aQw.~ .. ---~we.U, I will. ._dQ 

whatever. •.J:OU :pr.op~:se-_. "--~~•.over ther.a i :s e,: .pl'e.ir.iE:t-:'dags ~ 

vialage·. · 1 ,We ·mu s:t.ay ~-here·-U.IitU .da-y1ight. In:·t ·he morn­

_1ng·::y-ou.. will-·go to · :t,he p~1r·1e-dog vil:lage and play ·dead:.~" 

Slamk tol'1owed·.-his ,di:~e-etions., ::eoyo:te :,gat .to 't~e. prairie"!'.: 

d~eh -._,_tfeome, ;we wilJ;.,--:bave a •'d.ane$."-,- .Stilp up.~yO\lli Jio:Les_ . _, __ . .­

ti,gb.t ~-- le-J; every one come be~-~ ·0:ur .. e.neiv l.1-e.s dtJ(ld be:t-o:J:"e 

w;.~:;: .. ,l)e fe-us;~JU. t~a,~;;1JiJ;:~;~·~1g:~f♦ir-C'1'e i~ cie.nc,0 1 ~ih'·-Ol~ed 
. . 

et~'lf ,· -.,_,~ afty:·-jou lq~tcafiJ be ·1wilib!.:tur.n·~1.nt'~ Salla°!iliiM p,84. ~-:::: 

flow$ •~n~:yod et~ff '..::LGok·.at tbis?,GJJ.e; he .,c,pened ::kis 

~-y,s:: -at1e. ::d:ied_. ':Nowi ~-au_. ,o·t : . .you;, ,:,elo~<7y.Qur 0·-e.y-e,;, : -~ ·-,\dance-··.:•.-·­

ahiin; i·ldon_tt ,: leOk·,· , or you;· will': die·!~- -:~-They -1>~an .. to . da4Ce 

_iftcae; JbOt'e'j · an4.::CQyote· · eOQlmenced :, to>ktll them~ .. At ., la~ ·-:one 

\ . 21'1 
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of' them· l.~keq.. "Olr, he is killing us .. !" Then £11].. the sur­

vivors · ran for thei•r. holes. While .they were trying to get 

in;, he· killed: ·. them • . Gqyot.e .and ~l,run:k;:gat;hered all. the ·cerp­

ses @d pUed ·th$ up by ·a er.ee~.- They buil.t a :fipe and 

cooked. them. 

,·: • · · q(ell.-," .said -e~yot,e , ·:. "::l'e~.;.,us., r:~ - a race . to~-tbetn_J 

The· one tbat: mus sbal.1' have all -the ·good :t'at one·s .~ "~.-":0liU' 

ireplied Slamk, "¥0.u.. ;a:r~·- too; -swi.rt : 1:· -am a slow ruJJ.p.er; and 

can never beat you .. ~---"Well; I will. tj:e _(l rock to "f1JY' t'oot." 
., !• ~:~ :: ~ •r~ • •" •:"- 0~".f r ,- •, l . • ~. ;<. • 

--"It you· tie a .blg . one, I will. race with you.~ Tlley ware 
·_.;•,J·~=.::._: .: • ··-_ ·,: . · ,.. :. .~--; ~~ ~•.: .:;,,<: ··•·\.\ .; ___ ,_~-- .. ~;,· -

to run ax.ound a hi~. 
-~- ~: • • • • , _- .,_ A 

I corote said~· "Well, goo~ a\lea~i 
. :f.~ ~:1 !~ G .. ; -~ .(.: .. ; . . -· . .. 

will. catch up tin you.·" · s~ .bege.n to rWl.. Coyote tied a 
· •- •• •. :•• · ) " • ·: •,!J. ,_• r' ~ I"{ ' ' "• , • • • •-:~J. .': .. :_. r • .., , . •;. •• •• • . , 

rec1$: to '. his foot~ and f'o1lowed,. Goy-ot~ said, "The one that 
• '· . • • • - • • ;,: • . • ~ ' ·c • ' '. •;; ; ' . • f , · · -:. • • .--: • 

is behind sru,.JJ. mak~ e. big :tire; St) the1.:e will 1)e lots Q:t' 
·: : ' . . . 

smoke ri~ing en the e't!J,er._ .side of' the h~." He tat;,k au the 
•\ •~ !•-. .;. •. ~. • :,,.•.,,-~·• ••l • < ': ..., •• ~ ._., C:, • .- ,,.- ':.. •,,• •~_,"., • 

JllfJat and. carried it home.· · He cut ·ott aJ.J. the t~il,;i and lett . -~ ., .. ,; . . . .. .·• ,' . .· . 

them stie.Jdng out, w1ib.• two poor- ~ittle prairie~ogs 'for 
•• ~.• • • • · •• ~ • _:i -.~ •. ::, i • ~--~ . . ·:l :•. • --~: :i.c ·•:.·· .. •..... . . ,- ,;--.,' f : _ ... ' .~ • • ._ . •. : ~. ;~ "--'. . -~ • • > -~ -• • : 

S.ktmk.. e.oy-ote tlteught Sk:;uD.k: was ahead ot lilm~ As he ran 
::i.~ f~ f.. t '-> J.: ... ~~ -~ ~ ~J; :- :_; -::, -~ $ \:.}1:l),..J; (;,; t,~1~ y- &!'.1{~_;;(; -;1.J~.r;~ t · ~:. ?i.<:·_ . ..~ .• ,,, .. ·t=~-- .. ( :·~. -~ -~~ .... :.:; ~.: ~--. · 
, al~ng:, lie • said te h~~l.f', ,.I wonder where 1fbat :ro~l is i , I 
:~)(\ ~ !:~,·~t,.~i~!~:1r~ ·1 !...~i .. 'l t .. ~lt::: J" :~-;•.:~·~~~t!:t. :~ ·~"':(: :. =.~·~.~i ?:._; :.\;.,.~.\ ··:~ -~:.:. . ·- ·.,.:~,. ". L ._ ·., t ,~ •• 

did not know he e0ul;4 Qutrun me. 11 • Re get back to 1;he pile; 

-.. ~~- ~~ '.t;h~ ;u~' st·1~~~-~-<· -~i--~~1~i~ onef .aiii 1i~ ···.;·• 
11.t:~.i~. ~1; .~r- ; ~;r:•-~. ~t_ ·=-·1:-::.: .:..:'"· (~----~~~\::-r ~ ~r .. ~~;~; >~t.:.~~··.:g--::·~-~: -~ :· (. ;j•~·, ·:. 1 ··.~:: "-=·(~,:-~···~ ·;_,\ 

Slipped out. He tried an:other Qlie. "Oh, they are .well COGk• 
t'., t •:'f !" . ~• • ,.. • ., ' ',:,.•-.,•.-

1 
,: ,,_ •: C : i.:. > .; ,: 'i.}_\ !;. ,,•••.:, • , ,• •c~ ;p 0'. ,. · • • 

edl" Re tried ~othe~ one. Tb.en h~ got su.spieiou.s . He 

.,, ... 
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f'ind the two lean prairie-dogs. Skunk, lying in his den, 

was watohing him. As Coyote was standing to look around, 

Skunk threw one of' the prairie~og bones at him. Coyote 
• .• .... . .• . • ! • • ':; ' 

then espied him ly~ i,n his camp. He saw all the meat 

ai-ound hilil.-- ~Give me some of' ·tbem,U.• - ·- .!'No, ·we· ba ve :, run a 
• . • .\ .• t : • "I • : • .. i.. .. :;. ;~~ _ .... .. 

race f'ar them. I -btlat. Y,OU·', i ~-:~J!l.:,-gg~#g to~ ~ .~~:,:~4:~i~ll." 
Coyote begget · him in vain .:f'-or .· some, t'ood. Bk:uDk· -at.e.•. 1 t all• 

- ~.J'. ..• -~ ~.. , .. 
·He •~- a b,ett~r trH}~ster.- tliatt ,Goyete.~ ·, , · :,. - · 

, .. 1'· •• . .• • ( ' -.• 

Anether Yer.aien:.~~Ooyote wa.B :knocking about on the '~--., ............... ·.· .. ·.,:- tti.l ... :· ·~.;.:.· . ... . 
prail'ie. ~ · There, was ·a , p'rairfe◄og.- -"'11 J'age~··there. Coyote 
got there. "We11, a bad disease is coming to us," he an-

:.,.· 1 •·. : •. J.~ ~ '._.•, .: ~·. ~ .. ' . : .. !. ___ ,.,. . .. .} -~ : " .... ., . -- ~.- •, .• . ..: 
nouneed. The chief' of the prairie-dogs~ who wa~ nemed Elk-

• ·~· . • •. : . ", 1i· '.l 'o .... ,~. • .,.1 ~ ,! :·-.·1' -. ,t 
... ,: \ 1:· 

Meat, went among hi~ p~ople, saying, "Coyote say-~ a bad di-. . . . . . .. , 

sease is coming to us." Coyete s~id, "Oh, teµ.. your people 
• ":- . :. _· • ••• \ .... : - !. ~- .. • ~>-- . .. '. ~. . . . : ... ~_ ... ; ·= .:: . ·. ,l,c 

we are going to dance." The chief' to1d his people. "We will ·:. ·. · -~:~'..• .. ··: :-:,;;:_ ;,~f:1 :· _,~ ~,. :t.' ::;; " c :: ::• '!!1.;: -. .S ~.,.::.-( ; ; ,::; -.: 1..,; :t ... k '.t1. rL.: \ •• ~:~> ~'-(" 
have it right in the_ cen~re of' the ea.mp~" Tnen they gathered -- . . . . ' . . . .• : . . . . . . 7:--:~ -~' \; .. 
a lot of' wood., . Towards night~7:t"~l Coyote s~1~; ,"Weµ, tre ~ .. :·~- /\· . . :;,.~_; : .. /·-: .. t::::.._: ::;;-.., ~_ ... ; ... .-;~=1:{ ·= :-.:~- ·., ..... .rr~- t .. J\··i~-~: .-_ _. :_•f-• .:::.1t<'::~· -R 
~e going to <lance • . Wlllle they were danci~,- Goyote -develop~ ..,,,: • .; ·• .,., h o .-. ~ .... to• h '-l.,. , ~- :..~ i~A ,::, -1:- r ·. ·,1· .q ;.._ } , • \ .,, . , ~ui :, '\ t i ,.., ,., ·I• ,.· .... , , ~ ,:, -. !l,-r I'\ ' "+-"'--.I-~"'-"' ).j.\_J , ... ~ i !~.l ... ..... 'AV ,~4', '·---··-~ .. . G •.•\ \t \ , .... - ~ 1" .. ·• .. ·.(,'.~ ;,,i., .. \,, #' .;,.)~• ,•.-.J .,.., ... ..._: ... ~ < ,.:,. ~~ 

~d a s~lie111e. As t~y came around to one side, he killed them ~~.1-::- t ~~:-'=~ ~:r(:j b( f ·" ~.:: ~~~~ ~~ .r ~r t~_\-:.... :: -~- :-.: ~~ , .... -: ~-:1.1,.;_; .t "'/~ :'.: .'::· -~_:1: :~: ;;r:/; ~: · , · 
,nth a stick while ~tandiIJg at the t:t,r end. Two little ones }>:..) :.ti.:1:.;·~ ·~~,-;?:, /.''-:. -J::-"t. ::~ :~; .. : :tr;llE!~'=--" :: ~":.... ... ·C!!~? {;~~·~:f :- , ,£1!.;' :~~:(i.~:.~ 
had just lost their m~Jle~. The younger of the .two, peepug 

at Coyote, said~- "0 brotherl they are kil.lill8 1?-S• , What are 

we going to do? Let u~ run away~" He took the lead, ~nd 
•· .. ,.., i"' • 

~hey ~l:ed. LookiDg back,· Qti~ ·'ot: th~ said, ~miy; he is de:.. 

stroying al.lot µs~ He was merely deceiving us." 



TaE ·nmIAN AND' "THE".:BEAR 

The short · tal.e ·that toUOJ'IS': is .,:frqm 'bhe . col~ 
l~ct,i~n of 11~ho.shone t;tnd· ·8omAnc-J;le tTal.e:s, by -st~ · .. . f,~a..-tr,. ~4,. ~0¢.e u.i.:.tll~.-, lounal :st-rA.mex;-ican,~Felk-..,« 
l.2re,,. ·p . 9 P~. • , ·, ~ • ,. ··• • ·· ·• ....... • , •. ,.,..... . · ·.•· ·,·r•' 4 .r_,,,'! e . , f,,1 \.l ...,U j . .: ... . . . _,.: · .· ... : °!l .. f..! ~; J; ~_ ,.: • • =~~-·· ·- ··· /: :· l.t ts qui~e--... d.Ut'er~nt;,f'rom'!:.8.DY :tbat · I- heard: -~. 
'trom.;; ~lle. • .~ti>IDtµlche , -,~ ~~t: .. 1~ 1.s· :. typical.,; .or trickster · 
:t;~e~_.;:·.~~eepJv thav:,.tb.l:l.Rtrci,ks:ter '..~Jt1s ·ttme ···i~r- an::-·:· ·" 
~di~Ut. . . Seyeral narrators have told me, however; 
that"l tb.e .s¢n!nlaL:·.t.hat ~.-~.e;$tsr:'~he,;be1,ter-,,Gf. som.e()ne,-:· .. e+~iJt 1n.,. a: :BtQeyt,ts-~ a ,·-,.Syitlbol: ,ot the Indian who 
caii .. "outsmart" his neighbor. When he is "outdone" by another, he st ill oan enJ oy a l laugh. 

• I • ,. f ~1 • 

. ; V .,. : ~ Indian. :wa.e ,.knockblg .about. :,Ul by himselt_ • .,.~~~ -

1)~~-•fo~d ·hiln ~d ~~,-ollai,e .• ,·,; , 'J;he -,ln~~ -f1ed to the 
. . 

prairie • . -,T~~re he stood•, net . kno.wing·,what -- to --~o. • .::· Then 

he painted ·-all ·,}!ie •\l.QQ.r green. ~ !,"I,::will!•l~t-hiJD. c~t.Qh--·ll18:i' ·' 

f -J;t.~,;JQJ,~ . Q..P.~t., up tQ l}im,;.__ · ,.1h~.b~n!t@:UOOd Stille.· ·'"'-¥~~tula.e. · .1. ·:~ • • - 1,. ;. ' 

S!~4e~~tfJ.t~t_,,.( ?.} ~ 'n~ .. \e¥-~~,id, · ~ ,rel.l:_1 I :.~~~e · 
~, -~;~_-;~t.~t~~~Y: ~J~ t,o-dey." H~ weut. away, lt,_~ .a.rte~. f!-=~:- :. • . • • ·• . • • .,. .... • .. 

1 ~ -? ·--~~j , ~~~t:tP._a~~?:t ,D4t{~~Q~d r,'ti:bitlf!; ~~ins ·)jib,~ ~-~ ~'.~reBe . :: ~::: .,·· .. .._ .. ··: •• r.,.1 \ . • : ~ .,_ : ., .• · ... l'\,, • 

. ~~~;~lt .. Jl~Q~~'.~844.i-:i~~;••)t~ clA.1'4.• r,J\1~,.i~T~1,lle ~~p;-; ( ~ .. ·' •• .t • • "-: .•; • ' t. \. ., • 
.,... .~... .• •• •• 

~f~~~J~~YQ \J.~,~(;:.~~4-r,;l.~@8~;~.i\l.l~-;,O)l~ ·~4~; !' J,lEt . s~i,9-~ _ ,. 
,, ., ", •, _.., " ,•• , .._ • I I j " " , " • • .:,1" ~ 

... . . : ' .. :-::, 



./· 

The trickster.:'fo:x tu 'the ·-f'ol1owi·ng·:tale -4oes-· , 
not get his just du~s, but the point may have been 

,.. th~t t to .. get •t :he· .necessiti:~s .<0~-· 11recby-::outwt"mg 
another and "getting by:" is. part or human nature 
and ls· -tcd: •e>tound t i ,ir tld.~ •~1d¥ '· Jlo»al 011 ;:nt ]!lOra.l. i =· , 

it is amusing, especial.1y llith its empha$1s on the 
· .. ielabora.te·;:scheme·, or the hypocri'tioal 1:fG~ ·. to pre·t~n4 :'~;;,,· 

mourning.-
. ·._,.. :'•: .t l':J!h:e -.: stOP.y: was · related:'{by~Me.w+.-wat...~?Jd · in;J;erpretied 

,. by Rachel Mow-wat, June, 1940 • 
.,•~,·f.i_~ .. ·. ~:·• .1-..'-.;.'·i•_ !~ ~·· ;·~~ ·,,:... ~ .. -~. r- . ·l,: ~.'." 

·', · t ·:' . : ·,A , deer ,became :v.e~ i·,ilJ: ~ · :8.lid _, old. .. :f G~ 'wa.11::·:right· there 

pr~tendin,B-.ta nurse ,,hil!l back to health, fflle r,pOQr.'-;de~r died. 

His1.·re1a.ti ve.s e~e,:,~.o grieve.. ove:i, rhis; ·body • . ···,: --; .. · .. 

"-What ' :shall :: ,we '._dG ::tith hi-s .. :~b.o.µ.y•v~ they askt)d. 

~'fhe best t:tu.ng xto .-do.-,,ts .---vo ·threw-·it<"in· that ·ne8:l1by 

str.e~;,·!!_ ;:~,aid ;~he.• ·fox::.al,yly~ .; .. ,'!'hey. ~eetl:::to i,1:i he ~~s~gestion. 
i • • . 

Theu, bes14.e : th~msel. ves ... -w.ith~griet ~- ·t~y.:·:.1e1't . the Vicinity 

i ~t t ri gr1~4x,~ &.4CWU irbre&11r -&e11Jiis.'i.t'am.4lf' and told ; thelll ta 

: wat~_h f'or!:.a: deer tbl1t,~.u3;.4 :~oa~,be~~tl.O@ting by.lf r:·:·W,J;le "'<1ldest 

: bOj't , Belle.c't'etl':.·8. J)el!~Jp .. GlL th, banlc,·~to,. wat~h. 
' 

!Ulere>:it~::.e~es.~, he-:~sho:~te<l .. aner _,. ~,.1'ahoJ.1; .. wh11e.-

: Father f'ClX' ,umped·:"i~uo1,~~het•wat·cu, and,-;ptlJ.led:; ,the: _dee,:. -eut-. 

i Mother t'ox snarpened,J.:a.i knite\ •':~slq.nne·e::·;the.-::d~er'i an4_,_cut:·;up 

221 
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the meat. 

J'ust as fc,x e.nd .his :f'amU.y began their :feast, . a tiny 

humm.ing~bird cam~· tlY.ill8 abo~ · and 1)egged .. :rar a .. ta.~t~ , of t}l.e 
meat. When tox retuse4,, · the bu;mnrJ;ng~bird- tµ.eatened -hilll by 

saYi.ng, "I,1ll :tell•· .deer'-s ·-:_re-l~'tives -wbat -yo:u-~ve .q.one if'· 

yon don{t gJ~~-" ine s()ltle meat." Still the f'ox l;'ef'us~. 

Humming-bird f'lew away without any further protest~ 
:round deer's relatives, and told them the whole stqry. When 
:fox realized that the relatives mig)lt come, he hu;rriedly 

buried all the meat. Then fox cut his children• s bair and 

·, rubbed ashes into his own hair and his wife's to show mourn­

ing. The children we,:-e sent to the top of' the hill to 

watch for the approach of' the 4eer. ~oon they Y(er~ shouting, 
"Father, there's a whole nock ooming." 

With a shaky' voic;e, hoarse tram grief, and frowzy 

hair, gray :rroni 11ourning, Mt's. Fox greeted the rel~tives.­

"Where is tµe old fox?" they demanded. 

~In the house," she said. 11Jie is alltlost Pl"Ostrate 

with grief. since· llis best 1"t"ien<1 died. .• " 

.Ytx o.ame out. ot the . house cry:µig and sa,-i.ne, "You 
bting back sad me111orie':lt my friends." 

Im.pressed by the seeming sincerity of rox, the 

tather o~ th~ dee~ a,ddressed the others. "We sh~ not 

bother tox 8.11.d his :twaily. Look, even the poor children 



are in mourning. 
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Let us go back. " 

Little fox was ff8llt to the top of the hill again to 

watch unt11 . the deer ~9: .~;,~],)J?8~.~~~. 
>, l." • 

When he Q~e back and 

said, 

river 

' • '.. ~ : ~ ; ' - .. '"-~ .. -\.: 

~-.. . ,. . .... . ... \,· -~ "' 

"They're gone new,," )(r . an~ Mrs._ Fox jumped into the 
• • i -: • • • ._ ~- ·• ✓., •• • • \ :-, 

to wash ()ff their ashes, dug up the meat, and started 

; .r ... . 

" .... . .... 

. -1-·.·. 

. : .. 

f • _ ,,, 

- . . ,. 
• •· L .. ~ 

·, . ··-

; . 

., 
_,. ... 
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TRICKSTER TALES 

(Comanche Story) 
..... ~· . : • i 

The ·:.succaeding three versions or Coy0te trick­
ster tales are :trom the St. C1air and Lowie co1-
leetion. · 

In-:'iihese .. st.or.i,es -•i :-b -is .. an Jeasy m.entaJ.. .shif:t to :.. :,· 
imagine ··the . Ceyoie to be an Indian. The c0m.parison, 
seem,ingl:y;: is -:.ot'ten .in: ::the m.i-n,d 'G~ the eomanehe t.nar~. •. · 
ra~or. 

: -- .• : >1<:eoyo~ wa-s .. ,thflildng ·rhow he migh-'b get · some·, monev • . ~A :~· '.­

gr.eat: m.au.y ·· ~oldie;rs .wer-~ .1."ollowing -his trat1-., Goyete i.:t·ook;·, . . 

his k-ett1~ :,.an<L,. dug·: aut e, ·:pl.ace in tlie .bank~- Th~re .:·he".lilade :.· 

a .. ti-;re B.lld 'placed ·-·the ,ke.-t.:tle. ;::evor : 1 t ~ -.He .'·put 1B . wate:r,, ~which 

began to ,'bo.U.~ .. The •~ol.diers ;~re.-... c.omi:ng .n~ar. Th~ir cap .. · 

ta~a ··e,.pp~oaQ.he.4 G.oyo;t ,e, :~kill8-:him lH)w ·he .w~s. CGt,at:e ~just 

c0;atinued ~ceeking .•. ,~T.he.-:e~hl ~14,~ i~,You .. ha,.v-e ,,a ~t;y.,i. 

gOQ,4 ~-e1;.tl~l""""-- ~Y.e$:ij .. Jt :Lt.s ·a "g~ ~n~."::-'(""~·~';t, I .rbJ1ylr~t: ~. :•-.i.­

:f:r§m-:.you'?!!r.e~•,tQhr, .l tlllpT.a gnes.~ de~ . ,~r :.1 t ~~- '.. '1'-he . .£~.ap~n: 
1 • • • • ' . 

fo.1ti"1.'•'-~ ilfell,i-·1Ir~\fID ·1giye. 1Y.o:t1eJ1tt ho,rse. ·;.f tor 1:t :.;~.~~'!Oh, '.,:not,.·,,, 

iY.•u Jmlst ;.t€ff't."8r· ~:SOiile thing l. -~e..are '·:tor·.c,very ~eh .~~--"';~"W:ellr-.!·cr 

'~ gl:v:e you.•,-,t.~ ll.~P.~~ ~•'!.~~~,~r-k~tti.ce ·:.1-s ---a .llti.:gh:t).1-:good ;; 

; 9.ne ... n ~~".-.J!e.ll ,, .seLeot ··1m.,a:t;.e.ver Htwo. '. hors.es , -.you wi'.sh .. tor:: it. ~:?:."'i 

·q_o,yot~--,th~.n ~_pi~keEl .0ut·~.tw<:> .;v-er.y ,,t.1ine ?hGi's.es;· a-ng;-~·depart'e(l~·;\.·:; 



The soldiers left with their ke.titl~. When. t .hey canmea,,, they 

se.t. ~he ·kettle d.oWii;· -pow:.:e4 ill wa,ter; an~ sat wat.c~i;ng 1;0 

see it boi~. They b.~d t.~ _._wait -~ -veJ;!y:• lQng ·time.-- ·. ~;l~:t:1dell1ilY 

Ctyo;te has. got -:t-h~ ·,b_etter or us-,.tt. ·t:P.ey ~id~---, --~am -:~-~t . .-·.time 

on:,- ._,the "4ites µ_ave -.al-wa.y,_s . ~raded with the Indian~. Coyote 

taught us to do so. 
"' . ~· ~- -·= ; .... · .::.~ ....... { " 

-~ . . . . -~ 

!3.eeond ·· V~rsicm. ~...ene wh1 te,·,;JJ&8.ll bad , ·heari., -~- gr.~~t .. ,;deal 

abou't : C{l.Qyote.ts -·triekelty.-.- :Re said, 1U>h,, ,.I .:want .;t~_"•s,e ;.'.him! 

-DJ:d· · .. y0u . e·ver hear, . or "·any. :person·- getting •,.Qheated r~t ;:betare 

his.~ ~yest<~,-.Go~- l,lrin:g _,_him.::~Q,-1 :_• .Lilµ. :-See ·w4e.ther. ·:'.l.ie: c~:,,beat 

me..,•'b;b.a,t ~way:"'~ e_eyote -.Wf;l,S ·:~;lking alQ?Jg ,a :shart .. ~i~a;nQe away. 

oue, -,~r,-.:tthetn :Qted; . -~- , ~n~~e -i,is C,q:rqt~.,.~iw.hq. al,~y;EJ ,·.~h~-~~s 

eve.ryb_Qcly:.:-'!· '!.he ~~1 te. .. man .got t>.llt . t.e .l.ook .-at· J11Jlr. :: :-Re hput 

on ·.v.ery 1"11).~ clothe,s, .. Jllo,unt_ed a, :goe.d hor~.et -- ~an.d J::aped ,·~er 

G0,y:,ot~ until . he .·caught up to h'im• ~,.1'.1:Hol;4, on,' .:JP¥ ~t'P.te-1,\Q. J;_. 'l 

have. ·Jieard'., hqw,·y,w . . u~y;s, oh.eat,_ :p®;p1e." Coyote answ~i-ed ; , 

"~h,- you are mistaking me J" --"Oh, no I Go ahead and cheat me 

out et somethine;. n Coyete said:, "IQ" utut'f :for s.cheming is 

inat here._"-... "Where is it, then,- the $tUf'f' you <?h_eat p.eople 

with?:"_;-"I have it at- my ho~e.--"-... "Well, go fetch j,t aDf1 

tool m.el" Coyote said, "Lend me your horse."-"'.""Wh~re is 

your house?"--."Over the hill . .-" The white man dismounted and 

lent him his horse. T--lle horse -was a.rraid. of· q_ey:ote. Coyote 

---- ·-· said, "Give me ,all your clE>thes; or he wiU be a.fi'aid. of me.~ 
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So the wb.i te man gave Coyote all his clothes. Coyote put 

them on, mounted, and loped ott. "I have fooled you al­

ready. You certainly are easily cheated.~ The whit~ man 

stood there,. waving to him to return; but Coyote did not 

mind him;. ,:and gaJ.l.opetil away.- .- t : . . r:: < : : :_ •: ... < .. , ··. : 

•.;•~• •. • -:- "',• ~• t •· • , .,,. ,-). ·(~•(" '-'· .' ••·:•• ~•- ••-,. . '·• ft:,). f"• • -:-,, ,..,~. ~ ••• ~ _: ,• • 

. . .. :ml11r4' iv.er.sion~..::;i·-:~~~ ,~e "':ti'.rt.ei<~~li1ti;-,~a..<1;venture,. 
~~-~- ~ "'.·\ ·~~·: _ _;_ •:';'·"'·'.~~_.:~ .:~ :..1~·.x1

~ - • ,i • .: - ~ • • c.·r.:·- · ........ ; ·.::.: · ~ . .. . 
Coy9te -~ .s. '--~®t;~rJ;lig ; ~~~- a . e.l:~~; .. ~0-. l;le ,,qaw. ,.JtlQ.V ~eple 

.. ·,-~; L:: . ...... ••;:_/ ~·::::·- ·\· ~ ·-}-t:;~.:~--w- · ·:'r'.i·--r:{1_ .. :•:- · ... ··;·: :> ----~-~ , .. ::i ~~:~~4 ... . 

moving-:.al:~ng -~ ,t.h·:JlllU~s and horses.. Coyote was eager to 

·-, get some of them. Re addressed the peopl.e, telling them 
; };~.:(; .. 

1 
•.• : . .•. , : :· ''r-_;: ~':·H,.··~ · ...... : l ,.·: ~ .... ~:'I-,,: " ·:·:1~ ...... . ··· ~--· . . ·:.::: 

they could camp by a oer1;ai,n clump cif' tree's. They ·were 

'~ ,:t;e~;s ~;. whiQh · he ·:luid ~;eit;-~:~ui 1rii~ .' :- The~ -p;;~{-;"· 
·:_.-~"-::,.-..• ... 1·-r·-.- ·.·:-:i •· ·· ·1 _.._.-{ ·· ;-: ·"· .. L-~i._(-/ 't: "'-ltt·.it..:\ ,'. .. ~j_:•-~~ i:_ . . :··· .. · .... ~•.:~- ·'_~---, 

·f'ollowed his advice, and st~ed tb.eir horses io those lit-
,:_j,:: .. t 1, , • ,•; ~- ,.:, ~- . \ ... .-• .•h • .... ·,r•; •• Z'i~.' ; : :...-i :. .,:: •• ! 

tle trees. :In the night all. the mule$ and horses brake 
., ·.;~; ~\·,:·.~ , ;· , ,.,·· ·, ... ,, _.. .. : . . . ~ .. ·• 

loose. Q.cyote; who was watching ~t a distance fi'om the 
.. :•.·. . . • ~. . .. .. ·-· ... .. "'..,-·-- --~ .. -.. ·ea.mp-~ then drove . them ~t'f'. This is why ln<lians long ago 

~ . 

always used to steal se many horses.-

.. -· .. . 

.. -,· 
•·L•;'•.,-:;.C,, 

. . ) . . . ... ~.; 
.... ... i .... 
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FOX AND THE QUAIL 

. .-. ¥~oh ,(Jr:• -the:.. r~ining. ·:n .or.i·es: J>f' this-division: ,. 
concern the tri~kster who~ Jiilnaelf', was outwitted. 
Jti~st: ~<>f :Ji_hem:.,-~~e.itent;.;,~lte :tw.pa:<i0j!1 .-oDa:11:zing amt: .. , 
didaetic use to which many. of' 'the tales are put.· 

-~lie; followi~:,.~t.ive. wa11~:toil.d::, 1n:th0,-inu:~}!: ,~:.. 
pression, many imitating no~ses, .and elaborate ges­
t .~ _eP:.- ~Y. ... ¥Qw-r~. :r Rachel Mow-wat .served as inter-
preter, tune, 194(). . . 

The sly old t"ox was. wandering ~ong a winding cow 

trail one oold wintry day. He f"eund a bird ts nest in the 

grass beside the trail. and some small birds nearby. 

"What kind ot bii-ds are you?-_" he asked. 

"W~ belong to th? quail faiµil.y-~the kind tbat sea+e 

· peaple by !lying up suddenly in front of' -t;;hem, "· they answer-

-ed-.· 

-"-Sctlre people? Pooh! You ean•t scare me;" he said 

iµ pride and soorn.. The~ he spit all over ·them ·and .went on 

soon Mother Quall· eame home witb f'ood~ ~Jror goOdness• 

' s~e,-- chUdren, "fdlat has bapp~ned? YO~!re f,lU wet and dirty ,n 

she said.: 

~A man came by and le:tt us this way~ He insulted 

us," they all squeaked. 
-----~- · 
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"Where did he go?" she asked, becoming angry. 

"Right on up the trai1," they .said. 

The mother f o.Uowed the rox and soon spi_ed him. 
-~•-··:~.~ i.~.--~····~? .·:-~:~. :.,.~r:~·. ?=-\~,: · 

Going around him in the grass, she waited near a water hol~ 

. some distanc,e·,~-n.e84·-for::: lJim·:,te ' oejie:>'1by~.':.t -;When·. he ·-WR.$ very 
• ~•,:<: .. ;:, l'~:r,,.:.1 

~: • • ,·• :•• t ),::••:-.• •.:~. :.:••:t--,:.~. •.~; ~i.f.}•~·;::f~~"'~: ·..- . ; (:. t• • •_:_,~~:;~ .. -••~ .... -• 

e1ostr; •· s-h~•J:• ti~ttett~--~ul·· ·-r-taht~:b~~o:re·:J;iis~nose.;; ·:.In\ hls sud.-
_-.-~--. :1· .. . •1\.: ·:_. ·:' :!i_·;.f:"·- .: .:~. -: -~-~ ·1· :'-_ t:: -:·-r: . . - _;-'f i~;:· !.~ .. --•~ 1; _ ... ::\•;_ ,.,_.- -?.- 1:·~-... 

den :fright-~ -',h~--- fc:tt p:l-fi;ilged'· ~nto th'e:.ttee .... o·evered,:·pqol:; and·· 
~--.,~- -. · ;i _;'{ =,-··_: __ ,,~ .. }·.:.:}±? ::.:/·\ .. ;_;. '\>r: . . :"<'.· -~- -.·' :.-/_ ;. __ ;_ : .. '.:_; __ -.).-.. ' 

broke ·:JU.s·-~J.eg•·-- in t ·M ,,·+al.l.• · . ..;, .· , .• •·• .. . .. ·- "< ,_. .--.,.·· , 
•, !'.:_.;.: ... .. ---: 1 I. . .• ... _ · ~ .. : . · : •. t'; ~' ~• ~ ...• : _ , ,; .:. .. --..-:,t:_ . 

Moral: Don,, t make tun of other people• s children. 

•',' \ 

., . .: 

:: 1.•·· · ••. 

; ,:,, . .. 

.. .- . _,: 

.. ;r. 
,., 



·: /•~ . . ..... 
TB! mm ANP THE FOX 

~ ,J •• 

; •· • "' '· .l •,\ ... • .. . l 

. , . :.. •. di!'. et,ter ,:tUMI ·Ms ,tam.U.y -l.1ved . at- the .. .: .edge o:r the 

, _ creek. The .old -:r.ox ·qame: ~,a10.ng•::$Jl<;1. \-said-, ."·."I di:att•.t :know · .... 

: . . , -· . 
.., .. ... : · 

. ,· .'!cYe&.y-_.we.:~fiie . . always, lii:v.ed here," said Otter. "We 

don't ha Ye: .~hiag t _Q eat today; -:but I' U •:see my: wire;.,• 

~t-~r knew it ·•s the. ·hal)i~ ot- !'c>x ·•W visit peopl.e just at 

meal time .• · .·'fo -:hia,,-1.f.e .he ,,said:, ~;I~,~etUJ:-'{We~•ll .::.ba-q-Q .. t>.Q ~et 

· him. eat .. O)).e .et: o.tU:; .ltt~le.. ones." Otter eal.l.ed his ohildrett 
. in t'rOm tt.e.-1:r ,:.::QJdr«P.ing(e·,·-~en) to ,:tl:le(~s"imp-rise.cl t.or 1te,1rsa~4; 

~; .1 -~~ c.mi, ~~ ~he,, •t.toat ,.~n~--;;~e -~~0'1r.:rptck." -:.:•. . f . . r 

· ~"t!J! :j;Ji.t!;':t0.~,1Dlld$.: !.hi-a f~~~tto.n, Qtter~ ddaie<L and) 1-;;. .•; 

'}1.,~g.,,,~ r.f:m.~ q,~~e4 .-.1t;.::-:·•·~-:·.i ..... , r,..;; 1)1.1 e·i;◊ -x~ ~~.:: : :h -=•~:· ;,~:. ., ::t-;, 

: ·:-·.:--~-r.-J~.-~!·J "J.tow-,w)wp ·-y,q~·-.ea;~.~-~ hiS.,t' ea.t-c:'t.ll~. --mee:t: aad . a.9;.ve:.~.th~•~·,.. 

: · \,Qn~,:; ~11-~-~i,~p._·,to.,: 6.~ve. ,the. -:bon~-s., ~ he sa14 ~ ;-

They ~tolled the tox eat., e.nd when he bad tinish~d,. 

22~ 

•h.4'1 



Mr.s. otter gathered the bones together and threw them in 

the creek~ As the bones struok the water1 the l.ittle Otter 

came back to lit"e and went on swimndng. The f'ox was asto:und-
. ·:'-~···'.,-; :·£#;) ~ . ~ .. ~;:·::~?-',.~ · ·~;.-:_:. ;._: 

ed, but he wouldn•t let Otter know it. 
. 

~I · :tive-·0:liP. ·' the oreek-···a --sho1"t dis-timee whei,e the 
::~:. ;: , . ·: . .-.. .: !:"-~: · i~·~: -~..:~ . _:~ =- .. --.;~:.-·I -~--:l~.~- \_ .. ._. ;··· · ... _;:_~_: .,. :.·. · -:_ .·· , -

,mt~r·-7 is i dijep. i_;<J~., OT~1':':: iJomet:~~~~t~ -:if'ox: , said·· ~d :· left • 
... ;_" .~:i;t: ' .:=_:~-\ \;\~7 \ ;)_? ! __ ( "'!•,_·1 "" 1-_~ ~? T- ,:- .i· ~--- -· ~-X~ -~. :. :: .'< :· •. :: ~-'.· ~- :. __ ,.. ·.Jh• ... :~-- :"· • 

· · -: :~Le.wr·; . ·~ :.up~ stli'e"em~ 1· Otte~ located Fox.~ runong 
~->·:·., .. ·,;::.:·:;: _'·>:·'.· .. _· . <,~ ;? ./ =~::~c~:1--:' '>·· ;;<: .. __ : .. •; _., : . .-:f'_:-,·~.. -

the:·:,tUilow.-:.:tf.ees.1 -~ ~:!!".en:t .. ,-~ ,;:,tl,ltl:t. nt)t:~lltt. - · ·. 
_;.' •·~ _ ... ~--_•f.:.~ ~t··: •·· :·:-:~ \ ·::·::.:c, :~e, _f_J:ti ~~:-:: · ... v·:. -. ~:~, _.:, ... :· ... : 

When Fox saw Otter, he called to l:11.s chil.d,ren; n.All 

y9u 11 tt1e . otioil; ··i:tm .. -oiit tij, the·:: creek and · ~ -. p · -- . 

t.-·.- · •· .. '; ~ :, .•·Well,·· h·eno:, ~:.:he··: shoilted~-=to Otter, •. · "J)tm lglacl tor· 

i 'e'e',:,.,.-ou. We don.'t have anything to eat today,-. bu~ Mrs·., F()x 

., .. . . 

!'.' ,'./ ~ - Fox 'b'aliea: the-~ clu.1dren-lil: troni' their swJ.lundIJg~;--,' 

; "'fake; your •'choice?' ke ' 'sa:id' ~(;"'Otter:~-, -: ;, ,·•. (.', ,.- '.: 

>- :::2 ·: _.·; ::-0:t;te~--pl'ciJked· ·tl:).e i"attes:t;::. dale. · F-OX· ld.Ued: it ; t1:nd:· ;;­

!,·,cleanetl <it 8'.nd' ceoke'd~: 11f~ · ·' ·· .- ;- ·. · ;;· ,,. .- .: _; . -.. , . : 

V---~- :· ... :: ··;·: ~ow, ea-ii"'-tbEf:,.thea~:~;~ b~\'.';'•i>-e -tsurEf"-.~ sa;,~r -~-he 'b"Ohesy" 
• > 

~l:' r •afi:4-the~·_i!c-.t11Wo afftt-~ <l!.\an~ -t _o be outdo~e. 
t_~;-~. 
:,·. ·. .if 'W,heli: ft'(;e)i'.Ihd;- 'l"i'titsli~ qd_:f· meal:/ .tfo%~;toi>k': rt·he·' l)Gnes 
,, 

C -:w~ ~-"·th.Htw '.t,b.g 'UltQ tJiel-c-re~1i-\ ,.t:,~ he:V;st·eQd;' mi''.thll:'•~ - he 

L~tcJli~ct~ t~~t1-sll:. t4igt;.t ·'over_ .,the -bene.s -~in ·th<t··:1(a.t-er-,; :'b~t h., 

k11.-~V~lF .il1>:s:aw· ~bat· -i:-ittle~-:to~. ,; '•. . . .::'. :,'f•}:. ,·, ;- ' ·;_ -~ ' ~----

-.. · -· - ---· . 
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HOW FGX BECAME BLlND 
., 

,1,.,9~. we!li -t ~o ;"{i.s1t., .:8wl.· _.c,p.e clay,.· "Brother~-"'- he .. _sa,1.d:·, 
, ,~; •.PYilt' ~~~•lA y~u.1~~~h ~ a ·~J:1.c,K? · l?Jl.: lUc_e tQc-,d<b .t-ri.ek-s, 

.t' : .. 

. • . • • • f~~ . ~ show y-ou a triok;," said OW1, "but yc;,u must be 

very- oare~ -·tq.-tpUQ..w ~t~c,tj..<:>l\s. Wat.ch: me closely. _yd)j.];e 

I ,(\e~~~~~,." .·•:,~ .~ok-out .one.. ··01"-:.:JliA •Own eyes and tossed. 

it up into a willow tree. ~e tOQk. the other eye and did the 

same. Then calling, "Byes., tall," the eyes immediately re-· 

tttrned to their sockets. He tlg!ew his eyes up t~ur times •. 

~~: ~ e)ach titn~ j;bey return.ed·. 
1( v l'QX t,:1~ the act and to~ that the. )1jagiq words 

-~ .. --• 

worked tor !um, too.. Owl warneJ ~im, however, ~'fllere . are 
two rUles 70:u ·must observe: You must never pertorm this 
trick more than tour times in one . day; and when you throw 
your eyes u.p~ you mu.st be sure- that you are throwing tbem 

231. 
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into a willow tree." 

Fox went on his way f'ee11ng ever so~. "I am 

a magician now,tt he thought to h1-self. 
✓ • 

I can't pl.ay this trick al.l day l.ang. 

"I don't see why 

Four times isn't 

enough. · .And ,lilly m\Ult I :se~k a _ ,d..llow~tree ea.eh· time~ P~r-
·' . . . ~- t~:.: ... _· :~ f - ·;-:- ·\ }. ~-: .. ~ ~: :-.} _!, \ ·J:' ~-..... ·-

haps :,he \,s;C~i~,J:0.l wa·a, ·. -just, t~,J)t111·g,* '!: · _ ;_ ; . · ,: · • .. : . 
~-.: }:!J ,.,. ;: .. 1::~; (j"~ ~ ••:. 1 :. ·. ·.:.: 0 7 ;, t ;): "?._;; .,~,:--:, .:, ·•, ,·.: ",.if·:·t. ".i f"d;,: .. -' -.. : 

.-.'fakf ·ng , OJ18 8.'t . a tliie t ·. ~OX--'t~?i£~ · ejiiS : ,fiit .• . tir st 
• ': , ;. : • • • \ •:.. :· ::. •: .. 1 . · r . • • .{,. , .,:... :.,( ~-- .. • -. ~ • , .. •, ~ --~ ,,., • 

one ,~9.~;.;~~!'~! ~9:.-:~.!~n an.qt~m:-; . ·q_alllng thEfi,iiijtgl,i;;:\words,-
- .. , .,:.. ~· ":l :~'~ • ~ .. _;_, ~... . ... ~ .. \ T :-

1
. :': ~: • ··:i. ·. "!. f'" ·.::-!. ; :. :"•:. ·,. ··. ,;•.'-. -~ ·~ 

"Eyes reJil, '!·,J;.e a.1-..ys ~was_:.a,ble,,.tc g~ ;:i~ea·1.b&.~k. He came 
'- • • • • •; I : •••• •.-, - ,: • •y t, ~1 "i..;• , '-. · •-::: • • ~ •.• :\ •:• t :• • 

to an ea. "It's jus:t as well,~ a.aid Fox. .,I'll throw m;y 

'·- eyes into -~th&-:l>ranches:-.ot °'his :).arge ' e.lJil,;..tree ""and r seEv,-vbat 

·happens t :· .. Perhaps 't,I Q'an ·;sb.OWt ~ : ~hat I 0
~ am-.,4 ,~great ere :,mt{g>j;cian 

He·r.threw on~. eye ;;up·. and. then the ·. o~·e:it ~. --b .ut·'-call --a~ 

' he might, the eyes never returned to him. 
. . 

· .. · . ~ : ' . t ~.t~ ~- .:; l;; ~· _,. . " , ., ,_.. :~'; 

- • '1 • • • • • ~ 
,,. , .. ".,.r ~ 

.. ' 

., ... 
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HOW FOX BECAME BLIND 

,-.:·: Bblil.ar ·,to ,the eye-p~"king\'OWJ.,·and F6r--o:r it:hi-s .. • 
ta1e are the nose-poking But1"8,lo and Coyote of the 

.. · c'J"ic·@iJA«· Apa.eke .. ,story. in '-.,()pJ;41: 1. s l:d~llec~ion~· ::-p.,: ' I , '. 

855. Thompson's Tales or the .North·· American Inclians, 
pp.-=- ?l.-'13 ,- .incl.udes a story or the Tfiom.pson Indian 
tribe that appeared in T~it's Kemoirs 01" the Allleri-
g:;o{:1::6 ~~!W1;~::·Jj~~~~;,·~~ t!11!~~llr8; }:~~~-~ 
. . -~ -o~e: :t-<>ll(Nfing -Ter:sion was ·,t01d ·~ Jlo1i~wat iand·<,.,: .. · ': 

·, interpreted by Rachel Mow-wat, June, 1940 • 

,_ 

. . ~ .: / .. ·"': . ' , ···> ; ~• . -: . :1·; , ; ·~ ,·~ :..:.j:~: ..... : "~•· ~·~ .. ~.:.: • ..:\ 1. • 

··: · .. , · ~.Ow'J. .and · h1:s ·t8Jlli.1y 11 veA on the bank 01" a creek. 

Mr. Fox came ··:over :~9 :-visit .1<:llie. .day ··. (he -was ·al,ways :·lT.1@1t>1r.ag ,; , .. · 

here and the~e) ~,I- Kr,.- Owl. was ··gone, · bttt ·he ·soon oame ,:·home. :- .. , 

:·· . .-~What :did ·yeµ eome -,i:$.or today, brother-in~iaw?" aske·d 

Owl • 

.. -.'. g ·~.ri, r -Oh.;;. ;~I .·:,j.st r:eame 0.to -:-aee ~=how .•my: ::1.1 ttl-e·taephews -.ere ·-- .. -: 

gett-ing al.0116," said J'ox. 

"Wi:f.e ~.,,.~~ i:eaid.~• ~~, ;"'pr.eptUt.e 1The. · ·-be·st · 4 .inner.. yc,u· ,c;@ll 

'.cool!x:tor.rJ.ou.rEa!l,...""'7-.!: :..::..,.,;:i ~":::-: · ,·.1:J_ --:-: ·• -=-·•, -: .· .. _._.,. I . -c-.-~•· 

_ ffte'i.¥i.f.e e1busted \l'er-sea~,-peunding some ·-·dry '.IDeat· 1.1.rltQ 

'a ·-~·t'ilt.e tPtdp.., . 1J.1fe:i-Clon!,t 11a:,e ail¥ gea:se ·,.in the: houset'!J ohe. 11;.,.· 

,. _-.. -~WE¢J7; . ..maybe I oo.n make 'medicine' and provide s~ 

tor yqu.n·,:1.ewi :spoke.;: coittd_d~ntly·•:;l:te:f'ore. the, .wise t9x.-· ·mi4 . : .. • 

23S 
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then he said, "you s~all eat meat our way and have a tr.eat." 

"Here, s one trick he doesn 1 t know," Owl thQugb,t to 

himself', and, he poked-.and p\l.llehe.d at .hi,s ey-es · unt U gr,ea·se 

dripped f'rom 'them. He ru~bed t~en1; -and -h !l.s .eyes returned 

to normal·.• ._· AL.thollgll t#e trick Wl;ls uewj.tQ ;Fox,- b,e: said 

·nothing, but; ·n~ ~tched:: -c~i~u~r,,.-;. tbink:ing, .. "cl. mW'ft :try . 

·that se:mie day.:-!' • -· : 

They ate the well-seasoned meat untU their appe­

tites were sa:tisf'ied. After dtnner Fex said, ·"Mr-. OWl, I'm 

going hQlil.e now. I 11 ve at the edge of' yo.nde~ mountain. 

Come ov13r and see me.~ 

0f' course, Fox didn't -have a'bhome; he just pretended 

that he did. Re hurried to the spot to which he had poi11,ted 

and started building a h9U.Se • · 

~lfy children and wif'e, you have a brother and some 

c~usins that •1" eome ~o see us. Watch tor them and wel.cotne 

Fox was ~r.r bllsy ane day ~en he· saw- Owl t"l.yi,ng 

overhead. , _He s. - ·_ - ._.ed and tlwl .. tl.ew down; 

."Wen:; at_ l.ast you have · QOm,e to visit . I •m glad 

to see you. Gome in•,'" ~~d Fox he.mily; a~d then be called 

to his wif'e, • "Get busy and pound some meat, wi:1e; I'll pre-­

Tide the greaae." 

l{ere ts where Jox got ·into trou.bl.e. He tried Owl~s 
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eye-poking trick, but suooeeded in doing nothing but punch­
ing out his eyes. 

"Well," sai9, .. Mr~. ~o~, ~.t )f9;tidQ,~ .. \Vh,ere he learned . . ,, .. ·. . . . .. : 
that trick. El~. 'ha~ _ noth:.tng ~~ pQ.pl)8d➔~ e~.s ;; 11

. .. . . . .. . - ., ,;... . 

Po•r old Fox .qalled on ~l to help, but it was too 
la. te now.· • Wit·h' ¥.ii•s' :· ·'ri:d~ · 'lie' :tir-ti'~ '·to\ ·1gh6\t ·~· -j':tt><·. -~ _:. ·:;;dw he •. . ·. ·'; ... . ... ·;=. • p ~,, .. ' ~·. ,·_ .... -..' ? 1:\~ , ·,:-• --~ .-· ., .. r ~ .. ,: ·::,.,-: ~ . . 
was b~ind ~"d ~',µ~ne ;· -to~: ~~S ~~~-B!~~ ~~ . ···. , .. •.; 

•. -

:. 

.• ·•... • .. . . . t 

... 
, · l • • t . 

. •,.: .. 

. : .. . . · . .. .. 

.... ... . .("' . ., ' • . : . J 



. : . ~-' gi,,~ :SOf\19_,. ;rer~:~p.:P.~_,_,>t};!.~ci.~g_u~~:d~A9-=:,l~~-i ~i;Jt.9tP.,~ 
are teld as one long ·story, but they were given to 

. JD.e , aa:,'3~~?!3 stories.. In t'act the sequel ·wa~ 
given t'irst, and then the narrator, Mow-wat, turned 
to m~:'~!19- -'1~~~9--,':~ r:W:~~-d ~~,.~~-·.Ptj}; ,lgl~yr hop::_ F;9~:·, : :·-· 
beoame blind?" I heard the taler in J:une, 1940" · 

Bl.i™1,;_ l.'_$lX 9.Jl;~ AA~ ~~::.:~~1:riJl8-:. ,~ :o~.:- it!l.!3 :-ere.e~-~ .. 

. !.I~ -~ :J..Q.JJ:e·s~lD.8 ·-ti!~:: .o~~~i:~~5'• ·· iS.Pl~~:,~e ~~ -·9-~~~Ei3. bJ,ind, 

net ()A~ .:~~~(l; , .. ;p9r;,~~, ; .. 11;9 tJe,~,-!1 )~;L,oj;~ .~9~d his head so 

tba t peQI>.;l\1, ~~~t1i1'.~ -- 8J~e-,~~ h~: ~a l>1i~ •0 • '(h~n-J1,~·., h~~d 

·~Jle _S,~Ullcl· ,Q1_. a ;~EtlJ -.a.9~.o~s -,t~t3::~reek., . lle ... o~l-~, 'W{ho,~e 

-· J'tf.':P2 ¥~:, ot ,~~i ~~-~ .: \ri l>,~;t'.~ . ~~-;~~~ a~~l:-. -~ffl, 

· -~~ s~J.13., · .. p~e .. ~t; ~f'~~ -~ -s,.,,~~1~.:~ ~P~•-, _;,~.,.: ._-; -~ .. •.-::,:· . _., :· 

i:·~/· · ·: \::~:~~~~~ :,~" t~~cj,; rthe,, ,·.t•~~~;· -~~~-.:" '' ··~~-~£"t J;pq~q_,,~<•··· 

.. , ; -~ .. -·~· ~-­
;.. -~ . ' 

. ;: :: -:.'•::~:, .:•-~~;;Q,•;~:, ~ i:i ,b.EJ,.::.~~ ~ll}al~.<l,.'.·• ,~~~~s,__.,_l,iv~_;·.:~~~~-"-
. - ., .,.. . . ._ .. 
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'M.l.1 r.tgnt ,·" said the gir 1 s, and ·they -went ·· across . 
tl:le river. 

F_o:x: . .a.s. very. ·soon busy. buildi.Dg · a· house wt th · poles:. 

an4 brush ·while · the girls gathered,- :tire-. wood. As· the girl.s 
retu;rJted·, ·: theJ' -Jiotioed "he. queer'. llpuse that Fox, bad' bUilt. : 
On_ • tµJ.:- :side s wer~ ; i.arge· ·openings •. .- -_,, Fem::-c .ottl.dJ:J:\,t -see···· t ·o" 

bu.lld it prope;i-ly •'·· · •· 

"Thi.s ··:1s no: house;,."! . the7 -OGlllpl.ained. ~It has too 
many openings-;;" · • )-: , ,. . ·-.; .' .· ... ,._ .. 

_. • . · . "W-Wela+,"-'the.; t.ox ._stemmered reassuringly-:, -, .1 pt¢-~ 
'~- ~aely· b\lllt .. .- it: that,·.way-• . • ~-When-::t ·he ieilem.ynapproaohes , .-:we .. r 

..... 

. , ~er-·a .W.le ' tlle girl.a sa.w a herd o-r bu:ff'al.G in 
the distance. 1.. ~~t y.our bo,r; &JW. arrow and ·shoot -~one of' 

t1)9se but-f'aloes, • ·-they .y~Ued~. · "!Hurry." 

"Wh1";.r yee ,i!! .. ' ·satd ·-the .. ,:tax:;· ··:'11' 11 :-~'lo r:tha.t-~-,~ ·: Yio, olr~le 

th~.--tD.O!Jl•:;the, ,other sidE3, , lfh1le.,,l> ,get . my .. bow i.and• ·1qU1ter-,- and 

don t;t -J.et · th~::run ::a1ril.7.i\a ~Y-ox tace.t•~ntatl.;: ldl.l.~ .a '-l>utta-
• l.Qr,~ :;.~-,-~~~4 Ul.\8'1.-V~ imf)l' .spl~·a .~d~-:~a:1l'he·...-g1:r18yt,H­
pmecl ·::a.om.aco,t&.tlte: i;eat and hung the rest on a po1e to d_ry:. 

W .tlbd1a°'lt)· :.toed r.r--or:·i·~ ~days .. .to !come.;•:f! :\•t11ej.•(i88.itl_~ 

. , v: ~. _- · !'Qh;- !:YO~ r'·· said F.8~; \~•;.;?, u~l;ty .h'it ·JQ"i~}e;.'-", Ile'. 

l~~0µp ... ~tns:t~J;he :ho.use, am1~,. ·began ·:s-~ng,blg ~ ::·, --~ ·-¢14ed . 
. 

..... 
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himself' with "being a rea1 ~rior •. He; wa's :a1so·--proud ·.-ot :his 

two·· wives. 

He ate so ·melt that ·a~er di-niter, •lie had ·to re·st-. -::Ill 

keeping ·w1th··-his .: d1gtrl.•ty~ -fox re·sted with his feet on the lap 

of one girl and· -his -head cm. tlie ;·_J.a,p -:or, tlie··:other-. -~nous~ :iJle, 

now, ·lVhile .::1: --:l"esv;" ··he: saict.- He--,ffli.s s:e-on so'Wid'"asl~ep:t · _; i, :;,;,_,,._ 

---·•1-'W8a1'ei -whf'1re ·Jmep'S ·-~)1ai~'"C1$th on --lifs hfia'.d t " re-

~ke'd the :'glri at ·_;t 'he .fEiet, . .. d~ r. :', .. _ -. :. :.i ;; i .;. (°: ·, '· <, , .. --• 

· ·. ·-tt.Let-'"s --take a ·peep at 111s_ ~aoe while he is asl~ep," 

said, the .. 9th.er, ;_lobkint ~'up (·fi-·• .-:'he;r :·:ro11$ing~:,t:1mmedi a'.'\i'ijl7 · '. · .·., 

af$,r l.:1tting'::tbtt''c,1o:tli,- $he drew baok. "Oooh," she said·~ 
' , . 

"he1 s blind; his eyes .are f'\il.l o:f S.Qre~, and worms are 

crawling out of them.-" 

"The nasty lD8Jl J-J .Ji.et' s . play a tri')k on him," said 

the gj,rl at the :foot disgustedl.J~ 

Without "8Jd ng t ·lie old to:x~ they went out to find 

two stqps. Gne of the logs had WPO!d a1tts all over it. 

'.Chis one they placed beneath his head 'ter· a pillow; t _he 

other th~Y' placed under -hit;, leg~ 'fh$ll they st()od by to 

see what wo-w.cl happen·, 

lhut' a.sleep,- as he stre:t4)~j, he felt sooiething 

tickling him. He thought it was the girls and. smiled. 'fhe 
. . 

tickling contuuecl and saon ~he ants were _bititlg hbi. In 

kicking and JDPVlll8 a.bou,t he struck v.,aoo.; and the girls 
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l.aqghed to see him in his misery. Now fu:Ll.y awake, he he8.l,"d 

them. 

"l'll ·ld.ll. yeu tor this." ·he yeU~d as he stumbl.ed 

af'ter them with his b-~ and ~ows·~ 
Thee g~l$_. r~ 1;~ t~~-~~~ of, :~ ~~~ef.'.~~'-"t ~?t?-~ c;J.i~t~ 

"He ~~-t" : ~~ :~-~~ iQ~~<@~t(,~ c-!li~:-:i~\i~~-~~~4-~g :th~ sound 
· (· . . ::::: - : . ...... •~1- i·,..-:•. t :•:r •~ ~ ~: ;_:•: .. •·,. .. :·-:~ ·~;•,·(.<-~.~ "'"' 7.:~;.• , ...... ..:· ~- :- - • . • • 

o-r 'IBY-' beU~ l .~~-~~~w. ~p.~ ~~U i§p-- ~l;i~-- <;+f+f.~ ap.,d he'll 
oA • 't •. •, ,: ' •• • • • . .,i • o • ••• -'' • • 0 • •,, ' , · • • 0 • :•. 0 • 

:r_ollow ~er. ~(.,. ~~~ ~ ).'~-~i:y~,, .. b~-:~i~t ~~,,: trild --~~;:·a.hall. 
> ·- i:-: : ~- \ . . 

be rid o_t _.~ .-~ . _· ·'.:~ - ·, -_ ~ -1 ,::. 't • . . ' 
' \ ·, . ~ . - -- --~- . , ,o -. : -~- .:._... · :;. . . . , .. . . _, ' -I\ . 

·: .lf,ox:, f'-9-U;9.}l':led the ~ounq. or t ·he 'bel.l arid tell down·. the 

ol.if'f. and brol$:e h11;1 l.eg :-:· ··-~ . . . . --. . ,. .. ·•- . .. . . . . 

, . .J ..... .. 

·:-- . .: 
·/ ...... , .... .. :.: 

~ ' , .,, .-. 
,•• ........ . 

. . ,; .... 

.... :. -. 

_.,_ ·' · ~ . ' ,. .. .... ~ 
(- ~ .. - •--.!, _,, ,.... - . ... . ., 
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~ ,E:YE JUGGLER 

The . f'ell'owing -teie.,. ·taken 1"ron1 · the ·st.· ·Clair- .. 
and Lowi.e collection; pp. 278-279; cantains most 

. . · €Jt• ··the':•tlS'sentfa:t·0-'d-etaUa~•(O:G-.-the ey~~-juggi'ing :tox· . · 
and the adventure with 1ihe two gir1s. Instead 

· ; · •of" the. •rox,,. hbwe:ver·r we ha~~~ the,·coyete·;·, -ant\,,in-
. stead of" the owl.~_ we have two yellow birds; which 

.. ·, · re·a11.y,: ,mayi" ·be. ()Wlfff· !be~attseL ;the· D8lne'.0 et'.. ,owl { :<>:.: ohk 
~). me~s yellow.- · __ . - -
~ .. nn.. ·ei.. ., .. h~• ·· 1 "· . +bi. · .. ll t.c 

· t =•. ·'J.'U6 QnOS "lu8'.- ·~ver.s: OJ:t: ;;&)U' ·•'-' · ·S ·< same·. CO ; '.ec :.i..Oll · · ·' 
·,, {pp. 269.-270) resembles the Comanche tale in :qic~,st 

• . = ... ot::· 1ts 'd~taua:. , 

• I - !,- • -•~ -,._' ~:• .r.,, . : ,._ • • • • 

Coyote was always lmoekillg about hunting ror some-
=_ . _._· . ·-·_ ·:. - - ~ ; •. :-#1_-~=:~ • • ,n~f .. :' ~: .... {, ~;-i . :~~_. _ .... i •{ .:_:· · -_. 

~e crune to a creek, whe~.e there wa~ nothing but 
. ' . . - . 

Two little yellow-birds were playing there • 
. . ...... : ·. ~ ·i .,.:: :.-~ :· ·. 

~.e oame up to ~hem. · Lt;tugb.ing, ther p~led out their eyes 
- . ... , • - 1_ .- :'... ~. - --• ~- -::· :~. ~: : · .-· - • -,:_:-~:.: :~. : -·~- - ) . .. r· 

and threw them on the trees, while they stood b.elow:. "Eyes, 
,i •• • · , •' ·_ -~ • • , ,.;,, .• •• ,· •• • • • ·, . ,·,,, - •• • • •• , •• ..... • • • '.. -•. ·.· -'.·· .···- ·. -.· ·, ., . ...... -:: ·: ·. • • t ... ; . .. , . . .• , 

-- • - - V" -- -- " : ' -" .:.~\'t-•_j , .... ~-!i •¥ ".." ~- . ,_: .• , -.; .... ,•;', ·.- ( "-

tall.I" they said. Then ~h~ir eyes :fell back into their. . ., . 
. •. 

sockets. Coyote went to them. He greatl,,.y admired their 
• _... ~-- ! • ·' • ... • , • • 

. ·A . ;:~ -:_:_ ~- -·-·· -~:- - _: :..,, .:. -:· ~-- . .:: \)~t- ~ ~:-~:~ . -) .. :~ ~;t: :~·:.:.f·:,:)_ 'f" !": .,{: :/li,.,.. -:· . .,r, t:J : .:! ::. . ... ;C::·" C; ... :,-:...-

triok • .- "0 brethersl. I wish to play that way, too" . .:-~oh, we 
~ ~~~Jli yrrt.1:_ ":~~'1) t. .. :.Lt:~. -::. .. \_'i-t ttt.!1 s ~t-l:~lI,.•;. e t..~ tJ~t~~,5~1i t:t.r:~ __ --:~ . ._ ~1 ~:<::~~? ... . .- :~\\\.: ~·:J .. ::- .: /~~-! 

110n•.t show you, you are uoe mean. Y~u woul!i throw your eyes 
·t~?_j" \ ... (? l :<;.·!--i :!•;·i~~~ {-}:;~~;.:~:: _· ~.~;-~.f-:';li :·.:1.-.. :·~ .. ~ /~:::;:/: . . ; .. _:. ~:,•. :;; . r •. ~~ '· ·· -:..;. ·.-' · ·· .. · 

• - .... . f • ~. • ' . • • 

in.te 8.:11Y kind er t .ree and l.ose them~.--"Oh, no~ I would do it 
: . .rt·-~·· :.\ ... ; I"·-. .:z ;/5 ... ~--.-1. .. s:--.. .t.~·~~:~·f~(i ?'._flt? ·:~i,-t,~~•~ .t·..,\·t ~.'J· ti•c.1:::- ::~ ~:-'!: ·_.-;( : ~ .. - -~· ~ -~.'\ f·./':.$ 

·just like you." At last the birds agreed to show hi,m. They 
(",':,.'~ ~·-~; --::-;:f; ;" :: •.,':"' i"1

~:> ) ·., : :. -~ --r-.. ,.•~ ',:":. <-,;·~.- • ·' :, ..,_ •• _~•··· 'f.• f • ,!: . ~ -; ~~"'".-. · •. t.., :·· . . .- • • ,'- " • i • • 

~ill~d out hi~ ---ey~s ~· ··t~~~ th~m : ~P·~.~ ~~ci'--.s~1d, ~~~~·~ i~J"i'i'" '<· 
; -;.,~._ • .• i ;,. • .. ~~.:.:~ : .; ,'f•~":~'..,.••--• :J ;, ;. •••~ •• =.:'-... ·• :.•, •~! , ••• :•.,]••_'t:,,- t.>••.~- ...__,, :/• •! . •:•.=-;,•:. •• •-. r~•~• • • 

Th!fll ,:14~ -.e~es :r~;y., b.,~15..<~~i, .. ~-~t<?.j,e -~~. ~~.µ .. I!l~~~ed • . ~ 
.. / _._;l!!,¥F' • ·, ••' · • .,, ., _. · • ·· • · ...., .,. -!. •• · , - :;. ~, " .• • ' • • \ -,..• ::i:l:: • . . ·, ._ 1,•~:.•-~ •. .,,,,· '. .. ~.. · ·.. \.• • •· r- • ., •_ · ·:• : 

.:\.'&p~ed out his .e_yes himself'; threw them up, and said,·n~yes ,,f'all:1" 
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They returned t -~ t~eir place~.-. .-.... ~Let ,us all go along this 

creekl~ said the birds. - ~Other .·-p~ople will see.· us and· take 

: a ~ey to us •. " .. They· went al.ong::;pJ.aying.- Coyote, said, ~l 

; an.i. going over there_. I mow. tlle trick. well now~ n Jre ·.-;Let"t 

; them. He _g()t: to ~ether•-· ore,~. ;-?,A~. oemm.on willow~tree.: ~s 

; standing-·,:therih,'. ,1'~herer.1.s· no needr to.,;be.,af'ratd:.-of' this ~ ·. 

r-tr~e. · 1 111 try· ·it ::first~, ·He pul.4:ed,,,out his <tY'eS, a.tul threw; 

:.them at the;·t _r~e .• -:.·:.~,Eye'.l1:, talU.-! .·.h9 shouted •. ·· _;His .:_eyes did~;. 

:,not· 1'atl •. ·,He :tih'1BJ-.beo~ blind~.: .He·-. tied'-JS0mething ar-Qllnd"'.. 

• ..., + .. {. '. 

t ... · .. 

J/alld:Qg along._ tll~,:-iOl:'tl&k, .:.he me~ twa young .girls· . .... _ 

· 1!.',W)+~t -~d of -gj.,:1~ ·--,~~,,~lJ?J -.;o-~:We,-~~ Ya1yaru-,girl.1J,." - ~ , .. .-,, . 

-:-'tW~.-~$.11· belo~ to tbe': ~~- pe-pple; ,4hep..; I 8Jll··.a. Ya!.yaru. 

_;.7Q~ ~ -•" -,The two-. &i.~l~· d1j no:t,,J~now he ._s,·blin4;. =He.,·.;: .. _ 

a#:J~ed ~h-., "Wher~ ~ :.:YOU g_o~~"~~~,~ ~e goi.ng,,cwer,.;th~re.~ 

\. .~~,w~l-1.;-, -W.e w!µ ~ll· ,S.Lt~gellltw.~ •.,r_Tltey: deba~~cl ;.the. Dµ1tt~~-
1 

<1"8~:;·Y'~V.h&ul.~t MlO)J. _, s 1~ ,5;, :f ~~J t;VJ;\at~\ 8::!wht::-,I •,~ffi:>~4 '..llOt -: 
! 

·JIQU.e:Y<>\l/ ~~ou.1; t,h~~ . When :~hey _ ~d gone a 11 ttle farther , 
. . 
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side 01" the-bttf'fa1o, then · they wonc.t see you. Then they w:Ul 

run here, and I Will kill one 1"or ·us.~ ·They followed his 

directions. • Th~ ·buf'f'aloes,-~ seeing: them, : ·ran -towards Co,:ote. 

When they •eam.e ne&reJT; ·:he, shot ~t them--and Jcilled one by 

chance. When .•the girls . ran Up, they'-- said,- •He has real.l.y 

k111ed one ;." Coyote· laugh~~.-- :",I r·-we.~ wandering ~ow' sooit they 

" would see:·it; 'that• s ·what -·I _,:~a =thillking about you. "Oh, isn•t 

he tat1~ Coyot~ •.:said / tJWliY-.:•.e-ertainly\ r ;was looking far··a tat ,. 
one~·n --.rhe-·two ~$1rla,-·,saict, -~o~sn•t -he-·kliow:well .-·how :to.·1ook 

tor· a ct'ati"onEt?~ eoy6te·:sa1a, "-O't> you~'-two ·out ·it •· up~ I ·idll 
',,_ baild -us· a hous_e by t'he/ creek." i··'-!H~ Jent <:>f':t "'to· make --them a 

1odge. -There were ., big ;-nol~s ;_·in 1:t -eVE,rywherEt, because ·he was 

blind·. He made · 1t· o~ .'f>rashi;' ·,T~e- two gii+ls a8.Jlle with the 

meat~ They·'s~14t ·l!This must be a ·house -·built by :a ·blind- man, 

there are holes- ·au over."· ' .. ,·oeyote l:a'Oglied.· ·"Oh, ; you two don't 

understat\d.,· Whf, -~l -1··.bllilt it -tn1s :·wt · so tba~ 0 -1t '. lats 'Gf' ene­
mies chat>ge -:-011 us-; we mi'glit :.go · 9~t ,in· aey~ dire~tion. ~TlteJ:"e 

is no -48.Jiger, .. dt . our-;l>eiu« •·:rtemiied 111~-~-.. -Tli~ ·ig&ls ·-sa-id~--~We ;.;· 

~14 , not ,.fth'ilit· O'f; .'.'tliS:'t' i'"-.i~ey-~-de ~tlie!-lt '!liome ttl~re·, '.·both be-

• ' :~ : ; •• ·:: - ~ / •• f ·._ • 

I 

. ,.: ·. · ;,. ., -} •; '10iic·e ,:r~oyet·e" <~Edd t:t-o-.... them.;, --~;Leuse ':JD.a ~-• -•·.. :m-1te· · w.<nnen: ·. ·~t 

dowlif ~and =·-Ooydte' tp)iao6d 'liis- ih1:ia~ -·op. ·tlie '"triie~- and ~his 'f'eet on 

the other. For a -hi1e they 1oused him, then he fell atrleep. 

One of the wmen said, "L~t us pull of"f this rag fi-om his 

~"'-..,____:_ ________ _ _ _______ ________ =-- ------ L.:..111 
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head! He won't know anything about it, he's asleep. Let 

us look at his eyes." She rais~d the cover. "Why, he is 

blind! There are lots af' worms in his eyes." The one on 
,· \ . . • f • • • • • ? " ::. . • •. ~:.- •.• :· 

whese lap his head wa.s resting pade her companion bring a 

stump w1th.10t:s o-.f, BJl~S; 9ll .i1t.:r1.~ ~~:~•.:.i~ lm.d..~,k hi·B .h~<l; and 
• : • _. : 1•; -: ·' • • ~ . ~ :.. . >~ • . •• .-.: • : _~_: : ;..· .; \·- '\ ., .:,.· . · , • ;" . - ~ . : _ • • • ' . 

f'etch-,:~O:the-r.'\-O'ne vd:thout,;· ants ~o,r;,h-trs ·t"eet'~:11. Arter:_. :bliey· 
. ~-.~ .. '',;.• -'i-~ .. ~ ·:··~ ~-~-t~-.j __ ·1,:•.:.~ -.. --~:·: •~~~;.-:; : ,/·, ,: _;_, :~·-•:::~ .• ..... ~·,_.· ~- .. - . . . .... _ 

had fixed: :the · ~~11~-i zg~e _q_t ·.:1?1J~• -~~uif4:~~:}' "-~ -~- tts -.go,.· nmvJ" 

The oid.er;• sist$?f, \•.1d,.~ .. "·T~~; ;hold :9~. ;tlf.o_s·~ -bel'J.:s~" -i'bey 
·. •' ~ ' . ·- ~ : . -~ . . . .; ~ : . .. :·~ ·,; ~ ~. _,, ... , ~ ~ .. -. J.. .. . "~: . ~ [:,'!:. ,,. . :· ' . . ' . _. ,. ·: 

get some ·distmt'e8~- ·aya:y., :t-rem--:C'.loy0te,~: -Shortly aner · tb:ey had 
• , •. • .• · : ,: _.,_ . ..... -~ • ~ •• •• - ~ .... "" ·', !"· .! ••• . :' :-.:. i ~.-· t· !¥ f : :· ·: . . ! ... r 

lett ,:·. :tJw:-.a.u.ts ~g~---~9·' ,b.lt~ -~ .;·.:\ ~ ;.~egan ·oatt-1.ng--m:t,h 
' . ' ' . . • : •.• .I<( ~ 

his head. ".Oh be easy · you two louse me!" He tried to 
' JI-~~\~... :-;· ' ~· . l,~ - _ .. •:· .. (; ~ • • · -~-~ - . : ).~ . -; • · . ·. : .... 

butt them, but only struck the _ groµnd. He WQke up, and· 
. · · .. :- :·-· ..;._ ··._._:,· ;· .. •~ f:! '· ., ; ,,: ·:- :. ' ~ -J~\ -_ .•._ •-. : .. :·. ·,_ 

looked ··-for · thetr' ctrai.?l~ , . L<tOktng bac'k,~ the ffll>:dlen ·saw-him 
• • ••• • > • • 0 ' •• • ~ - • • · •'• ": • 0 • • . ', -~ .:. •~ • .. M .-- •: "o • • • • . : • '.;_ • ;. •., • "<• ' 

<,omi~~ Th~y -.began ·ta r~~ ·:· l'Thai;" ls - sur~i-y :~_oyoi;e· there• 
' . . . . ' .,. ,_... . ; . . ·. ~ .. -_, \.• . ' .- . . .,· . . ) . . : .. ., 

Let U$' beat hint· by;•that "b~--re<l: l>iutt •. '!, · Tll~- Older..: sie~er 
I • : • • • • ~ ;"• t."J~-~- .. ~ .... ;~ ,•.:.: ,:: :, '• ' • ... . .-. • . • ;-• s• • •,• 

said-, :. ~~etµ-, of-£, those-b~li:s'. or: 1 yours lt-~ ·. She· pul.l ea:: them or-t_. 
·:~ ." - : -~~- ... '• .·· ·- , .. : -~---~: :: ;_: ,.· . ..:- ;?/} ·"(' . -~~-- ~- . -_· -!>.-,If;~ --:..· ·:.·..--. : ..... -:- :·:· _. ~. \ 1-.~ _. ·: : : •. 

"He c~~~t ·_:s~~~ u.s, ·-~:a~, ffl.·. ~~~~ _,ro_p.~ri!!]~ ' t,~e~~!>~4~:t,.: .. •·~!'1-,a 
""• ~. • •.-:.,~ : • .~ • .:F. -.• •, .• ,. ~\ ,' • I'' • • J: .':. I.,_ • .lr ,.- -~ •• • • • • ••,: -.~ I• •• 

:get toi~th~t'.-~ed~' bluf':f', drop your ... heUS; an.d he will tall ever 

lit." ~o:ro.te . -.as purs~ them. ,, Tlle ~ -• .8 bells _ were 
A, }t:~_l-;l1"i.t (":~~!je; it .t"l .}~:-::. r~-t1J:2.~ tT··r .. ~.:tl~~ it., ;!,.:·.~:~~ .. =;_;"t rfl·-:-:~ · .. ·.~·=':· 

· j _ing].iilg. as they r~ a1o~. Wh~n t~ey got to __ th~. olif'f, she 
~;~-.. .~ . .... ;;~: r!':.._-t<t .:·\ rt•""::/~ ·r-~--~:.:, ¼ .:~_ > r ~;~· -~~- :·.\ ~;r:.--1 _! ~....-::; t::{;. .:" ·. -r.: :~ --.. ~ :~-t ... 1 r · · < --:.. · .. --- .. . 

d.l:opped them.· G.o:rot~ ~ hearing . the bell.$, . f'o1,.lowed after 
· ~_(~r ... -:.1-~<~, ~.~~-~.,!i:.}f ,!:. -~.t~(~t~t:,·::·· ._ : ,?;~~ :::r3y~:_;;f•~"':·· · :_<t :-:-:.:· ~:·: ..... r"' _·:· t:· . .-.~·- · .. : 

:them,· afid was -erushe(J ~~ pie9es. ~h~ ~~en went home. 
• - ~

7>-.:~, ~-- ···. _:· .{'' ... . •.·.~;-~-.~-.. ~1·r f.( --~ , t:,·"':_~::1•~ ~-~ · -~-- - --·': .. "':.': .. .. ~-- .. ~-~~~ __ ,•:.:•: 

• .·• ·.-. ; 

)., 



. . 

THE RACE B~EN RABB:rr AND TURTLE 
. . -.. . : 

ThompsOJl • s ~.a1es:::Qf' .;t _hEh:North Am.eri(;):an Ind.·i~s_. . 
contains "The Turtle's Reiiy Raoe" (a ·zun1 f'olkta!e)~ 
.pp-~< ·258~259.,·:<tbat· :may1 be':-e onsiciered •1a . ~ariant of' _:•.the'· 
following Comanche story. A 0loser version appears 

·,1n··Gpler'sdlzyha-:.and~,:i:;.ee;ends of -~ Lipan. ,.Apaehe.~ 
P• 200. . 

· ·,: .-· · -'f.he C.ODUUl~he ->.at..en::,,,tts ·" nt~:PlY , like the. fable 
of "The Hare and th~ Tortoiee" tliat the similarity 
is worth' :a~ti_ng;_,µ:i._uie.te.il.- ,:•fl\e tal.~j ----f0~~ in~: ~P.:~-,:--" ,_ :,,, 
section., "Aesop's Fable~"- in J"ohns<?n ~nd Scott_• s 

·AntAiol:ogy~, o~:J3b:!ldren~.!, IA:ts;-attme,--P~ ~, -:·~s.,_g'-Y~Jl.- ,· . 
here; - . . . . 

'1'BE BARE AND THE T0RrOISE 
t") • t •' •• ./ :» •.•"•~•~•i . -:, I ~":1t• ,Y ~?: ••~ ,M} r :.:,(.• ' \ i •.~:• , I, 

A Ha.re was once -boasting about how fast he could 
run YfhfJl).,.e. .. To"~is.~-i ~qv~,;lJ,e~!ng ll~i . ~ld,_ )H):l.l~· ·; 
run you a raoe.-" ."Done;,n said the Hare ~d le.~ed 

:··~ : · ih~lli:~§.~ii~e~~::·~· ;:lt{ii~~~;!h~~J~~~~~~i:~!~ · · 
: .·_ -:e:r,T 1:~t~ tt'' tt:~!ff::.~;d "t:°a!~~~~•-,,:~s t'ffe" · . . 

~'-~l.j;o4,§~ -,.1~ex~r,,,-~~ a~~.J .,,_jJ)~ . unrortunately--~ the 
flare oversl.ept himself'; therefore when he awoke, though 
he r~ -b:ts P~,,-.. ll,~ t@UIJ4:,~he.iT~noj~;.-~~:-.Al-r~4.7i. ~ ­
the goal.· He had learned that.' "Slew and steady winG 

,>.:,:~ ~M:.nce.-" : ... ~-- ; __ ~-~ ,-- .:.-::i~s r.-_~,:;: -~·:: ·, ., .. -·. ,_~ ,,., _. :!~, t·-•:L, ,_ ·,~- , , -_,; 

; o t. ~~ h .. B ~~~r ~i t~~--i ·:~-:· ! ~.: ;:.~.-~.;-;i i:..:n, ti~l>.~:t~::.=:-:.1. ... _:,_ : .: i;\:;:···.:~ ~-:../~-\ ·t.~,1 .. ;► ;-~_.: •J:~/;:.::. 
! A Rabbit onee killed seille prairie dogs and was v-en 
. ~ .::...,.. ;; ..... ~ t• ,~:.~· :r,!·::~•,. ~~:: :_ .. t~:1·~:••\· ~~."C- \·i-~,;~.-t -~;.~ ,.:. ~~:l.·;.,.-.~ -~-- :.-(~-~ .~~ ~~ ;·- .. ·:. ~ ·. :. ... ~ •;•~ ·· · .. ···,, 

busy at homs roasting them, when along came 'l'urtle. 
\ .. ~; ~.• •' • "/'r "t -' ;~ '• ,t ••:~/..~$ ,•,·Z•~•t~r."'• ~, .,i,r,. ,,.:- ; ' · · •", ~ .-:..~~. : , , ,-~ •• • · •· • · • •• J • • J · • ...... -, -~-.:G0ea::.aa:r,•'1>rother:i• .. ,~"'Yau·appcc~ar -. t6 b~'-·very l>lisi~~;• · 

: \~~~~-;~~-'f6u~r:~~~-t"~,/~~lif;':t~~~,i~~tle~· 

-----·-

' i r'. . 
1 

k:. 
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raasting 1n the coals,n replied ,Ra\>bit:. , 

~-When yeu are tbrougn, I , Yffl:Il:ti~ ~Q ha-re. ~ game with 

you. Let 1 s have a race. Yeu shou:J.d let me get a head 

start because you know how much 1"a.~ter you can run than I. n 

"YQu den~t have a ebauce. You are so slow that I 

could talce a long nap while you .. get a head start. And then 

I ooul.d beat you with a stone tj.ed t0 my f'oot_. I:t you are 

ready, start," said the boastf'ul R~bbit, 

"Let's go to the other side 01" the hill," s-uggeste~ • 

T-urtie. ~ "Then whoever gets here 1"irst will have a 1"east with 

',_ thQ prairie dogs." 

"Very weU," agreed Rabbit~ 

Rabbit, tirei t"rom the <1-ay1 s work, sat down when 

they reaeh.ed the desired 100.ati~n. lt was not rf)ally hi~ 

intention to go to sleep, but before he realized it, he was 

nodding, and soon he was seund ~sleep·. 

Turtle trav:eled as fast as his ~hort legs could carry 

him to-ward the prairie dog rea~, As 11,e came within sight 

Qf ~he m:-ize.'t his .mouth watered~ He teared now tbat he wo_ulcl 

lose the ~oe; he knew it was possible t"or ~bbit ta overta~r 

him a~ any time. ~e succeeded. in reaehing the spot al.one.· 

How. he enj~yed. that hard-.earned dinner I 

When the last prairie dog was eaten. Rabbit eame 

ru.un;ng in. Angry :tor ~~ overslept~· h.e -scolded 'turtle 

) ,, 
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for not playing f'air. There was nothing for Turt.le to do 

but laugh~- thank Rabbit f'or his hospitality, and ge on his 

way. 

f , _ ... 

:-

I ,. ;:. 

-·.· ), -



MISCELLANEOUS·· -SEI£~:QNS · 
·:~ ; ... ~,-!; .. ~~ .~:\ ~.: . . ~ :-:.. -~ . . . . ·-

.-·~ .\ :_ . . ~-- : ~ _:1 ;_ :_~.:. ·/; : {. 5.. J:-1 .£·] .. ~( ·,, . ..: • . . •. -. 
-· l3ecauae:,,t-M;s~ ,en.tire2- col.lett'ion ,does ·not· ,inol..11de- all 

-:- i~: r .:;: "' '1' ~-:· · .• • 

the l:it.erature th:at .,_y_ b.e·· in. :exi~~ _enee· .among the eoma.noh~, 
:-\_ r: ·. __ (: .. -:.: .. 

the one:f1 .groupeci-.~·aere·. ar.e t'-ea' fe:w., 1n-~nl.Unber -to :demad: the 

creation ot special elas$ea to include them in their respec-. 
-~ ? - ,..•::.r-/, . .,,_:t ;.,; .. __ ..;. .. · i_) .. ,• \ ;/ .,._ ~ ~it,'; : ·: !-/ ·:;~: : . . \. ,- ·---~ -:~!' - , : ~ ;. _ _ •J{_ •. 

tive divisions~ Included here are two stories o~ animal 
r . .".··;· ~ ; . ·-: .. .· __ ". }t l: :. ~ -: ·,. :- . ~\ : ... '.. ,._; ... . ... : 
people, a JDDdern humorous story, three concerning oustOD1S, 
. • ;..,- . , ~: · : ~ . . • !:.-:. .~:_ -~- 1 

\ '.,. 'I, ';",! • l ~ - f;• •. . : ,t;. ·. ' '\ ;:• , "J ,f st =,:• ~-~ ~~ ~-• • 

tW9 involving histerie incidents, four poems,- and thr~e 
i.-' 

songs. 
,; 
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THE MAN~EATIRG BABY 
'• ; . 

. The tale .. r .eta:ted~ here reseinbl.es,.:a l)racu1a ,story· 
of today. Sto~ie,s of such superh\1Dl8.Il monster freaks 
havEro::eate:rtaimnent'.·value ch:'ietlyio' ·.,.In:. this?·oJ\ie:; .. l:{aw.;,::,­
ever, the drama.tic decision of· the pa.rents to sacri­
fice, thefr·•. ehil.d•·:ter·::.,the -· geiet,al·: wel.f'are:•or. ,.,the:::tribe • 
whioh is always uppermost in importance; reeei ves eon-

.. siderabl.e-_ emphasis~- : · ·:-.. -~ · . , ~ •'' -:;. : ·· • · .-, ·. ·. ····' 
Raohe1 llew-wat ~elated the story ii,. J~y, 1940. 

; .. . ~ ::• .~r::,. ·. !-- ~-,·.•,: :, : , _ ~ ... ~ -. : · ~ ·:: • •• :._ >: ! : · . . s . .. :; :: . '-'· : : ._.. . ,. . . r: ___ . 

--, ,,. · . . A.. baby ·was born. ·.:to ,,~ ... f~lt ·. that . was ·camp1.ng ,with , oth-

.e~ --I~dian.s: along a stream.·• _,:Evecy:--,cl11y ,:the ba}:>y·. cribd·,,as though 

1t,,. bad.t.the tb.re~~nths :·oholici'-: ·.The ':~pe.r~nts:jbeeame vert tired. 

ot ca.ring _fer:-the,0.chlld:,:that~.gave the11r ;_iJ.o rest. The other In-:­

dians in camp .. became ill.patient Witli ·the ·. conttnual ~·noise~ At 

mi-4.nign.t··.the · ehlld usually . coui~.-·be : quieted and , tlten •.:everyone 

could ·: sleep. 6t:·,1ti:'OtlrBe ;everyone -~~pt~';,VijrJ:iSGllndl:r' .during 

: • • . ·1 .(' i ;Nc,L 0Jte1::.rea:1:1zea ··~li,a.t ;r $0~1t-~--~er i~e:•.imJrdJiight; -liru ;,tllli 
~hil.'d wo1Uid 'i't1"61lAt'Oftl11tde1i''r-Aitnto~1, ti~astl:y mfili~~at1n,t'-adu t. 
·; . . . . . 

H• ~t Ulttll just before ~awn it ;rould prew1 abeut 

,(rom tent to tent eating a hWl)SJl pei.Dg !}ere a:act tliere. At 

dawn it wo\lld be baek in its eradle; and at sunrise it WO\:lld 

again start its day-long cry. 

No one could expl.ain the JQfSt.erious 41sappearance 
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ot those who were devoured. 

Once while some were still awake in one ot the tents, 

they saw the intruder enter. After they had recovered 1."rom 
.: :- : . ~ 

their astonishment, they grabbed t~ the beast and grapp18d 

with him. The·.f'orm ._escaped, .but··.tbey: \gaye chCls.e.:,,an.d traced 
•• • ~ ;• f' .~• • :~ :": : l ; • • J ;~~'., .... ,•• ..... #:.. f,:- •~ I •:~ :.~~--.~ •:'>;:: ; } ~ 

it to: ,·4:1;,s . tentr.,f')• ~h.e~e· they,: ·;-irow,tcI:cit:·1.11,.;i ts· ,:cnadltt, t:M}!ere it 
. • .. ,. • ~ • ,.·· " .. : ... ~ ;: · -r ... ! . ,{' ·.~ ~_... .".: . ;--. ?·~·! ··-. . .· ; ."' . ··: -~~-J:..~.1. ·• .... t--,, ~· ,}-;:~ • .. ,. ~ 

had turned ba,~~ .iltt:o-.. a ·bab.7-. .- lflie, :family·, ar.QUs~ by ·the 
::- ·.,·..:·~- ·-.:· ... :,. · . ... (... ;· ,.-r: _-: __ . _·:·· -~·:. ,!.' ,!,,•· 

noise :@d . e·~1;1ton,.1 l:.eamied .. ot . 'the .di.acovery ::t'rom. .t~~ir 
.·:.-, ... ~ . . _,,,,. ... ·.·: . ~-·.:·'. _;~ ........ . ·.• r. ~.-\ .. · .. · ... .· ..... --~~)1r. "'-.·· ... 

tribe$1.elt·~•- 'lh~tr. ·:.o-hU:d:, was. tb.$ ;:~-ea:ter!.. • 'fhtlY , . .ccndd. ~dly 
.. ~ • . . . •,· :: -.:·f.;_,~- : ·:_~·:T .· r•:. -::·;:.",:·1 • _ _ ,. ~ - ., 

be1ie1'8'-.£1-t·J , . Even though they realized the!r predicament; 

• they did not lmow wbai to do. They knew tlle beast had to 
. . .. ._ •,,,. i .. ~ _. l" ~ 0

t . '; ' · t~ .. . . :., . ~ ! .. : .. 

be al.a.in, but they llated to lcill their own ohil.d. It was 
• .',. •• •• • · ;' t- • _ , • • -i • •• 

0

1 _-·1·1. ~A· .. ' : ,• • 1 ,:_ : ·:"'I.,'' ,: ,~.~:-..".' ., 

a dittioult decision that had to b~ made. 
·.-· • ;·· :~-- f•.r . ,"'- .:.:,--..~~ .. <,.:.:. .- ·,,.-:.·.: ,::-.'· ' 

~e thought tbat they mj.gh1i_ ldl:J: the child after 
: • t ., ' .:. .. - •. • ,'\• ~' ; 

~dnigh~ While h~ was in ~he t:~ ~rt a man-eating beast con-
., • ""'-:: • i •.•• , :-.. • .• . ~.. ·.-. •~ ... _. ~ .. _ ••• :-·.1, ·, ,'t ; .. ,.--~i .. ~ '~·i~ _:. ' .: -. 

• s~led. th~m. Tb(ty hir~~ a ~d,!1;~t watch the next night. 
• • ~ ~ ; •• \ ~.. • \ • • • - • , • • ~. ·' • _;" -: / ' ,.,i i: ! . . ~ ; ; .. ; ; ·-~ -. ,- .... 

The o}llld really came trom the tent and after he bad m:ade 
••• 1 ,· _( (°,~ .' ',; ~" i : ~;,' I~ .i."~: ,:~,.:·~ .!_,n•.•••, ';?',..!. · { ~•••r:-· · \tfJ't"-•~L1"?°;' t ,,.i::. ,c;- .~1--.-;~;s:-.,.•,:~.-,. -.,. 

his transt"_ol'!DAtion, the guard C{lught llUl ~airos an4 killed 
~ .. •~,.j 1"!f.i t. t~J"'; ..... -:-:,r~A - ;-:::.,a. r,..,.\(-l-, 1._.., ..... r't,t':;1'ti•vi f', ; - z._ (:~ .. ~• _-..._•J. __ :. 
- . '- · >---.-~ •- ._ ,..._ '\ .• ••,'rl,J J,, ,._,,,, ~ ... --.... l J • •'- J .,-: · i..t,f_:,,.-,.\ \ .,_.,_,,4..,1, ~ 

0

\;;. V ~.... j .., - ... ~·• 

; him.~· A("ter lite eXpire4,· the body' cbang~ ba.ek to that ot 
: wi _~ .. ·~; t. i" .=-· -- };_~- .~,}:-fY1'~ ~i.: _ .. _. _ -: .. : ~P ;J .. u ~:-:' \ ... ,, .. ,... :-"' 'ti.\~ :-:~ .i:;~l Tt..,-·-~ ~~ ~- r ~t ': ._ •• , 

the b.aby. 

. .. . 
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THE COYOTE GIRL 

. '.. . . . : •St.ories .. . or an:1mal ch.Udr,en,.,a.r-e :.no.t .,uncertunon: . ' •,• 
today., most et them beariug mere :taot than tietio~. . 

. ,, · Hem.nan··A,senathfSaY.e :'11.tey bhe· aeeount ,~:'.ot- tlte-:;~-811"~'' · 
story in ,une; 1940, a_s he heard it trom '?ehquahkuh. 

·- ~llis --~ie,u.la.r t~st~ -may"'-l;)er.'8J'llil)o11:c 0'£ :•e.ten't"s 
in the history o:t tb.e tribe . that involve the captur­
µig -~4 f.l.d.1».pt;t~ . ot,··.whtte . . chftben; tbe o·Qyot~s-i'rep .... 
resenting the ~.9D18-llche and _ tke CGJ"Ote girl. repre~nt­
-ing :t.he .. capti:ye· who ba:<l. l~M· to,11-ove ·the -~~ ·atte"·· 
and who -was not satisfied. to be returned ·to her ·own 
~~en. •·· .. -:°·y . i. i- :;:. , ~ r .. ·· i . ·:, • . ',_ :-; ;; ·, .• -.. _, ,~_: ,_-. __ .._ --~r .. ... , 

.... . . .. ;.-"!; .. .::, · .• · '1 .~ : ; ~~ .. : _ • ,. f: · \ ·i~.-..:: ~-

A little gir1 and her in.other were caaping with their 

ldnsmen ~] :--.. : . . · • '" ? :- ~--,- -- .. z;·.~- .- J~l ~ :·-_:•· . . - ···,i':.,..;- }.f -:~ · -~.?,~ . ..:-, · :-~ ; . -~-- -. -~.:·. 

quite a distance !'ran tl;le nearest eree~. 
-' . ; _';- -,. :: . ·. . ..... ':i t.. ',-t .~.: :, ~ "·1 'L'. ~ ( ,.·. .#· . . ~:.·~ . ..:•:.~·: .:: . ' ··. ~··_ ", "·, 

"Let us get Qui ··horses and go to the ereek f'or some 
~~ f ~ -~ . . ·-· : •_':.-~ ., . ~·_-~: 

She d1dn' t . know that a man 

w1tli° . erll. intentions ·overheard ~he conversation and f'~UQW$4 

--=i-:•. :. -~ d~;_; ·,. >t )"'{~. ;'"!:;, t- ~, ;/~' ~,.; :~.;~!- !~>i.t Lt e ~~.-7a~~; .-~;\_:·~:.5.!·-:~ .. ·:_ 

. ~e man ·tollewe4. the Di'otlle:r·, e,a~t her, ~cuf':f'led · 

I ;iif \1';\ ~h~k~'• it~; ,w1i~\J4:t11:~):~~;{ ;~~r~e~r \~ ·~~~-
: -:•:p~ .. ,. ,~ . '.' ~iv, ' · --~":.:-· _-,~.- · ' ··-. . ,;·( :1'"'1~:, _1..'i i >'~- -~";l'\-~ 1 • ·•· · •. i:~ ~;"C'f :.~ .... 

place where' 'the·, gtri wa.'i 'wat~Mtii° ~-lie. horses. . He ter..eed her 
~··:· . -::: ·.:} •. ~t '"~-:.-~).: f ~ }1.-~! ;: .,~-.:~ s··":-;::;_ .. f :: --~ l?;.r:.c··:.t. ~::=~( .. ) ,J:u .. _;··1 0 / ,~1--,f.-!.-

to get on the hqrse and the · t1'Q . ~~e a long distance any•: 
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1ate· cE>untry aud r .ede ~way. 

. For ~ - yeEU":~ · h~r -peQN,.e griev::~d :ro~ ~er ~ hoped, 

and over'. ·-hU.ls .. -sh~ :b:~eame ~eqwi·$.nt·s •~~ $lJ,e __ ,wU-d .@~s 

· ·1uu1..-.made'.' :,~i~JJ4;s wi~h- _m,3.ny --or, ,t#..,_t~ .. s11,,-. ~e_.9~~( ~.~~c,i,a_gy 

f'.ond _-.qfi :-t~. 'c.e>.yotes.-.· :.J}t:1,e:_ \'-teyo'ti..~.-a~pted,,l:~er,,, .. ~r~d, _t.~r. -~er, 

and·:--~ej ;~(!p:- ,f-;r.®f. .-.ap., .h~~:--r-., _ll:i;::tii,l,o · ®~---~~-:'bt\~-~,­

t~ugh, au.d.,-1~~k:.,.~~<-1i.~ . 4\lP- .a1;¥.1,:_,,t~, -~th~.~;, _h~r ~µ'.! gp .. " ._ 
. . 

i9pg-;·:. :·~~,;-~q-~ .. -;~Jl~iJ\~~aq_1:,-:t t~~$-A;,o,. }r~,em,,t~ J~~: ?4+d·_ ~~s. 

- ~ ,: .1·-4:-.i·t~· i~t;: th~ ~~~(),-~;r~~; ~ng .~b,~ ~~70,e.~t -~el,J,.,~-- -~P~-

-~i:1.:-@a., :d .~O-~~e<l. :'ti'~~Y.; s~oM].d. .-ti~k~:. ~lle :-~ix+.-; ~~Q.~ t _9 . -lt~~ _ ,p~ople. 

~h.ey-- ,a.,:, :h~~:f~r; : .t~c,y- -m1:~fl f~Te ~ -~~: .'9-~:b::~~~ ~­

_•ian · •oyet:$. . .Visiting the. :_·4en. of' her :tai thtul. trietld, they 

f'ound the 11 tt1t;rgir1. 

"We have decided to tak~ w.u baek to .your peop1e," 

they said. 

•~ut I don~.t want te go," ,he said~ ttBeside~, I 

W'Olµtln'.~ ~1? t~ go 1'1theut the consent et my guarcliaB.~-"­

"But he istt~ t here," -sa:+.d one of the coyotes. 
. . 

~l-et us take her anyway ,-n: f,lllE>th~r insisted. . . . . 

J'ar away was an In<lian village_ besid.e. ·a stream..-. ' . . . . 

1.oward eT~-.- one day, the Indians netice~ wllat appear~d 

to b~ a ~~k ot dogs al.Ong ~he western hOl"izon. en the hill 
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in the d.iste.nce. Coming cl~H3e~, awl still moving in a pae'k~ 

they seemed ta lay down a. burden. Now as the pack moved 

away to watch f'rom a distanoe, the Indians saw that what 
.. -·:~·~. ·: '..! :· • 

they thought to be dogs were req.lly eayotes. 

Some •warriors .:vent.~ed-to~a.~w.t.th, bows:.:and-·. arrows 
- • -;_:K··_ - .:.-::J:};: .. ~:-: 'i·-::-.e ·~-~~~1:~~·:.;··_r-f.91 •-.~ • ,.:: -:- ~ 

to ~et tlle cr~ture .. ;•t ·he toyote~-~'iett ·behini.-:·. W~ef't·:l.00ked 
-..... . .. . =· .· ~ ~?- ·.<r . -·: ~"~·-: ~.- ;;:/·_~-.... ~. · - -.· •• :- -~- -~: ' ; .;.r:; ';"!_it! 

-at the :frightened:-· animal-4:llc~~-gir1 . an¢-'. Nal.,tzedi -::; in' -·sp1t·e 
. "'. ~, -:-· ;.::· -_ :_\ : i;_.- -. :·. --.. r \ r~,.-

or her Wild~ e.ppearaneei, , ·t~t, s~~,--~s: ~ne1·--:l.~tig-.;..).est;1i~hlld 
·. 't_; -- ---.. ;,..\ . .. ~: ·_._: .. . : · · . .- ;; ·.r _! -. - :- ~ 7t tif .• ~ :1t-: - -~ · _ ... ·- .. ~~::·-~ ··: --~--

or t ,htf-·-bbp·•· · Her: re!.ati!f"eif1 001di-b.e.rdly 'bel!.ieve~· thtd:-r ey-4,·s, 
• • • • -:.. . : ~.' . . • ..... , .. . ) ;_ } : : ' :•: -~ .... ~. - • :·,t ;t. -! ·:. ·. _:, : ...... _. ... • ~~ ,; • : ·•,; . '"':-1 

but w :~-~re· --ina:de,t·ttap'py). bf. ·the"'· te~jn-n~'. ;r,.. the;" girl. tbat'.. bad 
:;._-=i/'.'.!~ -~::~~;. .~·- .. , __ .. ;-· ... ••;_ j• --~-- '. :_ • ·;-<:. -... ~r • . ..:;-•-,·_ . ! :-, ·:;JV_:_:':· : . .-: .. ·, ~ .... J. ~ .... _ ~ : 

1been ;~r~~lilt:·· b'aek~- by:,tlie -·fi.iilidiy '(,eybt_~s·t -; .. ne,:r~ nearls 
· --~• ~. -·: · -·:· : __ •.-•_ it~ ~:.:· ·:··,,.•. ·~--~•-··-~~-~j~ .. ,;"r: ._·.:·:~.-:~·-:·:·•-,.~·-~ 

were: ··iiaddei1ed, ·later ~; · when···tney dts·oovered that the ehild 

was neve'i e~tb-~;1-Y;_ ~a~ff : ~~h._ ~~~- _ 3,~e f:i~war_~-'-~~~e~\- t~ _ 

go back to her coyote t'r~ends.-
, ~ .. 

:j. ~,. .- ·, . . . ·:; . 
I 

,., . 

_ - ......... . - "· .... 
.... <: , : ( .,.:, ~. ✓ 

,· ..... ...... ... 
- ~ -·- . . ;' 
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THE Sl(QKED GLAS~$ 

Tlle :-:tQ1l:owi.llg. story i"-·aJ.'tihdtigb 1:1: rts--~UJUnistalmbiy! <:-:, ·'- -· 
a creation of' recent years; saaws the 0omanehe's cape.~ 

· · · '. ,·-:ci"t-y::st.G etf j(t.j;.fa ·1:g4od joke~ i( ll~ :t.llattme ·:.~v~r,oer-&. · . 
c<>nsiders an e]Jlbarrassing lD.<mlett~ hUD1orous , it seell1S. 

: .: .):Ji -~ddt·:tion::.:u-o ;)~lie :h~r f'-01md i'ilf:'~Jie·,,ti~etts •'htmJ.U.t:..; i 
.ation experienced by the yoUllg man ·1n the stocy, there 

·. _. i :s .. ~en!.~,:QQDJ,e_dyi.·!aAlhEL~~litz~.-t~• '.;that. · tli'e ,~a~ .. ~, 
·situation was the resu.lt ot the Indian's attempting' to 
. adcu~t:.- t)l.~ ~~.tt>::1~\~i1.in.Vt)ltti1).l,l..~ . -~t ;~el:s t,tmi ant~ 
mal steries in one respect: J"u~ as the tox .as unabl.e 

, :~~ ~:~:1i~-t.e o-ther anj,mals with~ut embarrassing~ 1:t ~ 
serious,- oonseque».cf)s, the Indian i~ ~bl.e to f'it him.• 
self' pertee'.t1Y into the white m.an~s c1vilization;.-

The stoey, a. contribut~Qn :trom Natllaniel. Woomavovah~' 
was give~ to me in J' anue.ry-, 1940 ~ 

When ¢ol.ored gl.asses t"irsi eame into use, an Indian 

brave whose name we shall not m~ntion purchased a pair or 
black glasses" He went home eil)ging and taJk:11'18 to himsel.t 

p.bout his extra<3rd1nan- p~chas~ .. .. He al-a~ th0ught 01" his 

gir1 triend, whom he_ was to meet ; t~t night. At home, he 

p1~e.necl up ~nd then dressed in Jµ.s , f'inest array, not ror-
i: 
: ' 

get'C-i?Jg,- or eo111'se; 'bo put - his gl.asses again. ·A.tter he 

had tbiislled, he decided te s~eep utU dark. A shert nap-,. 

~e thought,, would ref'resll himi · 

Ii~ _went tQ sleep ·otlly t~ _wake at sunrise the next 

mornj.ng~ With his glasses on;• hOWE)ver-,.- he theugb.t it was 

255 



254 

still night. The sun, which he thotJ&ht to be the moon, was 

still shinillg. 

"Ah, wb,a.t a night f'or romano~," he said as b,.e crept 
.·~·;·rt-~·.... .- -~ ... . :~ ·5;::;Jf}l 

towe.rd the gir1 1 s tent. 

'l'he·,~1r11 s r f'amily wa:s~ efltfng.:-br~~a$1r'·as lie· __ rouruled 
• -: i ' .• ,• ~ : :~-:, e..· '!- ·•~~ .. •. •.., ,•jr~?~\~f•-l' :.::-.~::t . . ,u \,::~ :-..-:•~}~'"•\. :\ ;;~ ~ 

the ee.rner ;ot the 'ten1rt ··--:~~el! _ltdmpl:n:gr.,)hf:ii1~'liead··aga-1nst ··the 
-~:-I :~-- .. ·>-~. :· .l :•·:_}'~:-• .. :·· ... -:· ! .·, ~~.;~:- ·_, :,. .. '-:0-~ (;',)f ·· .;:r.;:i ti::'.I·=~-~/,}_-! ;; ;,.. J 

leg o~·-, the •t 'ab~e:·an.d' at ttiet-sam~_-,(tJ.me dropp1Jtg his glasses 

to find hi.Jnself' in br·ead dayligb.t ;· he r .an . as :ra:st •s his 
. i\: .. ·> -:· ·: ~ . . _ ;·;':-~--.:;:: £.._; ~~ -·. ·:.:: .. -. ·: ;J: ·::~ :-:--:..i.:r - , .. ,._· :1 ~::-·- ·: ~--- .-;, .. _. _ty:-!!~-:;~ 

~~~s c,~~d ,-~~7-_.~i~. ~om -~~e-, ~-~~o:~ - c?:~;trsi~ .~_~1;_.b.o~ . 
lef"t . beb.1134. 
_.,: .; :· ··~-- 1-.~ f} : L ··t·.;. 

· .. · ~· r: . ..; . . ·• .. 
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GIFTS FOR t -\'fD'E 

Mew""'wat, . in ~~la ting,,, the ~1:op.o~~ .. story,:_ l~,~ 
l.940, said that the events concerned his aunt and 
tbat:: t,hey:,.ili.ustrated'::i,solle\-rot 'th,e- ~ustOJDS of the Co­
ma.aehe. Gif'ts always meant 0ne of two things_: a · 
token· of :frj;end:ship , 01f a:: trade te,,,be• made. 

_◄;• :· ~~ • • i, ._ -. j.i t£:. 
Once a Comanehe brav-e gave feur arrows to a young 

~~• ~-•- ·,';I. ~ .. /4•: ;. <:".': ., • • •• ; . ·.l •• • -. -~· •· ' ' . "' ~ • • ~ • -~ 

boy. The foster-fath~;-~ ·pu~ee: ~by.tlu~tg1:rt, ·a·sk.ed, "Why'· 
. ,:. ;_:(, :\':._~,. . . ··-.fk.1 • • •• ,,, · -.., r:\~: ;: .. ::,;:~ . . · , ~- ~" ·, ~ , ,,. .:: ,_; .. , ,\"> · - • ~· 

do you give the arrows? What is your want~ horse, saddle·~ 

blanket?" 

1"in1 tely • .,_ 

Understandingiy, the :foster-:r~t1er ~ent· hi°s · ·w1re-

to get ~he girl, who we.a very pretty but young. 

"Get yourself ready to go," they teld. her. "This 

young 1!18.11 want~ you for his wif'e." 

·ihe brid~groom had an especially 1arg!3 arid attra~ti ve 
-. . . 

tep~e that ft$ solely his_,to vmioh he to.ok the bride. His 

·•other. oo~l\Pied another G>ne nearby. 

Tb.at night the girl sat, sQmewhat eonfused by her 

- sudden transter,- and watched her new ~te prepare for bed:• 

Wlien he suddenly g~ve a whoop and a yell., she :tou,nd it ;too 
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much to bear and ran frem the tepee in fright. 

Searching f'or the girl, . the man first went to his 

mother'e tent and ealled, "Is she there?" 
•,._),.-~_• :-- • ~ ... t •,•:: •r , .. . ( 

· ~No~ sen~" was the ai:t~;r: .. 
1-.At:terr :searehing_ ~t . )lep,·,-b,Qme-~-- Ja.e:·went to t:µ.e: h~e of' 

her-.,~-t;r· :~t~~-~twll~~;;-be. ;~~~ut~~-~~;.: ~: · , · :· . 
· ~.:·,1:::. ·7 .· .. ~:~:;4/) > ·.~~.;~. •=·~st~·) . .-.. f .:1;;.; - i_;\\lx ~~ -,. · . · .. -~: _ :· .. ·-~ 

~Go away," the sister tqld .hint. bluntly, "you oan•t 

,,, . .;:-· • :. :: The.~.ilext-:rda~1the ~_ f'QSt~r~i.uo;th~r. o_t. the gi,rl~?! a.9~or.d..;.. 

Jd.ngd,tp ,cus:tOJJ1·, .. n.'bJ>.1'~; :tlle,,,l)r()t_he+,':.,.itQ ; th(;); _y;oungi -man. :ta1 re.~~ 

! t ·hQ": four,. ,erro.ws . 1.- :· ·· •, - · ·.;, ::· ~, ,·· .. 

: ·, , = ·,.- .· :-; r~J~~,M.~UJ1~l.i~ ,.·,AAt.~·d.4-!1J~PP01~ye4,,,. b_ri~~SJ;ep~~-~ ~~ ::•: :·:, 

{ -r.ev"ng&,·, :deJJ~rp~~d,·: ~ll~ ,£_es_~§J."~~h~~•-·f? ~ad~~ :t>Y. ,~ut_~:j l\!8: · it 

: :t&---~Jee.es .. -~ ktlled tn~,. ~~Si'\';er-t:{l~~1,:• s ft~yerit.~. hor~. 
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A COMANCHE BURIAL 

Al.though the story 'below reooun~s a comparative­
ly _re~ent burial: (about l.895), the custom had been a 
practi,e · tor oenturie8. Hel:'IIU;Ul Asenap told the story, 
in fun«;, 1948; as one o:£ his own experiences. 

Long years ago ,men one of' our Comanches died, the 

body was carefully wrapped in a bl~ot-, which served as a 

shro\ld; J.aid gent,1y across the hQJ;'Se behind the rid.er, and 

·,,,_ slow1.y taken toward the :mountains [ Wichita Mountains]. The 

-rider., accompanied_ by perhaps two or thJ:'.ee fellow tribesmen;' 

rode as tar up the side ot one m,ountain. as the horse oould 

safely trayel. There a halt ~s cal1ed. The riders ·d1s­

m9unted, sear~hed the surround,ing area earef'ully £or a suit­

able blU"ial p1ace--a. cave, eXQflVS1iion, r~oess, ereTioe, or · 

gorge .• - When the _spot was located, the body was removed from 

the horse. TJiere :in the selee~ed . bur.1~ $1te tpe body- was 

.4.e~sited and. then .covered 081apletely with st·one$~ SolelJID].7j· 
: - . 
I • 

~hen,· t~ )'pall b.earers~ ~egan tb~ir long trek back t0 the 

Upen. their return ·au pereonal possessions ot the 

deceased were destrQyed by the DlOurn,ers and their t"aith:tul. 

~ympathi~ers. All regaJ.i.a, whether or special or insignit'i-

25'1 
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cant value; ,i~ it were in any way assoeiated with .the de­

p~ed, was bttrned tQ erase the last trace of a sad memory • 

.. -: 
,, 

-, •• ... 

. · ..... ... : 

·.·: ... " i •; . ,-.. 

f •'a' 

·/ 
,. ... ... 

f-s_f"1; ~Ji ·t}}l:t: 

l ... '= ~ ~ ..,, __ ,.. • ~ 
:f>-l -..l· ... 'Y~(,l :~. 

0

"i.~ 

...... ,., ...... ,-:. 



. ·.• . . 

.. . ·.-.. 

;, .-.. -. 

. : :· T~~t ~l-~-_Gt-,~~~~~i~,•-~t .1i-.~~ ,~~l:™1 :~e ,W.Afl.t~~'.,:~ '.l;A;., i,• 

iS.~e · PMt_C~~: ,~Jlll(l t8,~~~~:,r.l~t qQ!l¥11Q}!;1 .i~:: J>:th~~S_,:·,'. ~~ .e '~~rps es 

~~• . pl;_~¢.~~ .,·i ·It \~eE)A .--r~. ~oqt4, ~~~,icm,p:p 1m~t4-~; ,.$-~eial=; <l~4-~:•.: : 

~~ ·,Q"l!.e~t.i0.J1 '~ :~ nQ:t :·~9~., : B..~9~.~s g~V~;: 'P,Q.,~t(lt~h;~_::;-~o 

tJ.lq:\~: tbat. :/tt~~Y.:1rad, :s1ain;·~a-1'te~. 'Pl~~~~;; ·'Qff .,'t_he~: a~~P.Q·i• . .::: 

a,s~ ~trophieS:'j• ::though 'they · -SODJ.et:imea., :added .:the~ iindliglli:ty-· ,o-£;:, 

'. · • . : . - • t.· ' :'. . .. 
H, •, ✓ ;,.: 

•. ~ ... : ... , , sa.qhem. •:ii'.Head~ ::near (.\uilrt.o~<l;~. Cd'~ot-ida'tr.t, i~ :~~ ·0r J _, : , -, 

JUbe<!:11.~a~., »noa.s:.~cilt a -iP.eqw>.;t,'::s _he~d ·ott and~~lac:ed. .. 1$.: 1n .. ,., 

tb;e ,:orQ~eb,-·.ot; ~ ·.0~0 tbat·.:grew· ~b,ere.,. ·- '.Lt. :remained: -1th~~­

~•~: ,y~!_, a~t:, :waa .. .t.:G..i. pa.,,c«: \lJ.e· 4:!.Qd'-1. pt: .:B~r~.Onb:aa-cll, a<ftt~ ,· 
I 

~ -11m.~ lf..®_t1t~ 5.~ll}ag,Q.t -_Jialm: tn~6-ii.~~t;: Jli81Jb.ro\jl~~--.u:·t,~.; 

pi.!!,@~ l'.._ \ ; iUndEt.lt ,.th~x~~~-~~:, ·,a, ~•~::11nfy ,Y.,Otnl&t a,e~eh:. ::fiha1t t ·bey! 

kaAJ __ ,..j, . .AA .. -.1\~u+-, ,o· 4',,.,....,'hA. ~t---~ O ,:, •: ./II d -- ,:wa'C!, ,'.I a"''d-~~-t ·n· -<t "'e' ·holl' o· ur, .-t_,"'11·\ ' .:., ~,a),£~~.,;,~ " ~' .a; ..... . ;,~"'-a_; ~~~.J41.4.»•• •••·.:,-.. ;~~_;..._ i·ft,,( ,._,1-jl. .&.J: .~••i~ , ., . .f.l:. :,_.:. . ''!.r!'":-~~~h,:, 
' 

~ t::~~.E9a.s-~ ;-.J!i ~h,: sU~~~..:~r~~-s_:. . .iOiinhiS.! ,.b~~al3t: i:an4·;;;,b;oW:.c8.lld?:t,~ i .,... . .. · - ..,. .,, • . 

i 

~s:.,"ib' hi-s ·i11and-; ':.:then,~:ltltE1; w.e~glit totl;,;~li'a::J.t~-:bfJ:it\g :~e,_.:.:~··• -

~~~~~;\ -:;ti!~; ta.a~~~, <:fin>~ ~J.!MJ£-i~:~ i~~ {~i.~A.~.,-~ l~(j;~~::i ; . .., , . 
__ ) __ 2· c:g · 

i q 

I 

I 
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rose ·to -a · oc:nnmanding height, f'itly mar-king the Ind:i~'s ~.: 

temlh -Chief BUiekbird.,- Gt the 8mahas, _was .-b':ll"ied~ ia. a~­

cordance -with/ lli,s -wish; · en :the-.•s~t-· ·01"-a:, .blllff near the . : 

upper _Jlissouri, .: on :'the · back :of his0-f'avorite horse, --~lY'·:, h 

-... t .. t ~ .. ·· 
equipped!--~er:· .. trave1·, with.- the ,s<;alps that he had taken hung_ 

ia; the bridl.e.· 

When a ~omanche. dies he is buried on the westen' 

side o(, t~~ _ camp,- "that his soUl. may follow the set1i~ ~~ 
~ . ' . ·.. .. . - . . .. . ~ .' t i;_ ..... ~ 

into tlJ.e spirit world the speedier. His bow, arrows, and 

va.1uables are interred With him, and his best peny.- i~ kp.l.eci 
- •,:. 

at the grave that he may' appear arnoIJg i;..,-s 1"ellows in the 
. . .. 

. . 

happy hunting grounds mounted and equj.pped. An o1d cemauche 
. -. ' -· ! · . •' . : . .. :·· .. . .. ✓ 

wh~ d;led ·near- Fort Sill was wit];lout relatives and paor, _!=JO 

his · :tribe thoug)lt that any kind of a horse weuid do· ror him 

to range upon the fie1~s or paradise. They kUletl a ·spaTilled 
/ :·~-,:~.: ( ·: _ 1 •• ~ • • • ~. • ••• • ·- •• • • •• - ~ . ;.~ ~- -..:~·:r·. £>: 

old Pl-U$ and le:rt him_. Two we~~~ from that time _the :+ate ·un-
, .. 

l.sn,tent(l~ galloped into camp ot ~ha Wiel,li tas op, the b~elt ' ~f a 
-~ . . ·• _: . . . 

l.op•e~ed,,;· bqb-tailed; sheep~ne~ted;- rtng .. ben~ ~Qr~~~-~-ir.!"fih 

:ri_b·~·.-1.i~e · ~ gn.te;;- and said he wanted d~er. . Ha.ving_~-~~~~ed 
. . . ~ .. ~ . •, ~<-·t •.~: 

a pi~c~. e~ meat, formally presei;iteC,. to hUl on .th~ en,tj. q,f ,a 
-. - ; '. ~ ,· : . - . . . . .. . . - "';". - -~ . 

1Gdg8i-pol.$, ' h~ ottered himself to the view of ·his · own peaple,-

alarm.ing them by--his glaring eyes and s~en ohe~ks,and_t()ld 

tllem that he bad come baes; to haunt the».. -tor a stingy,. illcon~ 

sici.erate lat', beoause the gate-keeper <:>r h~aven m,.d re~t1$ed 
. . .. _ .. •. - -: ..... 

. . 

l •• • 
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to admit him on so 111-oonditioned a mount·. The camp broke 

up in dismay. Wiehitas and Co~ches jour~eyed, en masae, 

to Fort SU1 tor protection, and since then they have sacri-
: · (... • : f ~. ~ .. ~~~-::i_~~f,~ 

ticed the best horses in their possession when an unf'rie~ded 
one journeyed .,~0° the··c;spirit worl4.~:··J-, 1-:,:i 

.,~:.. :. _: _ \" : ...... ;l:f2...i l · ... _ .. · ·.:'\\.<' ~:~ :·.{Jl;1 . 1.:-: ,i:~, 
; .. _. ·, .. <;("';'~;r'· :. _,~ ~1."1.t..'-:{ ~:-:ir{ ;. ,.._: ,{ .~ ~-~f-5 t:~-'~-; ~:~- "..'~ •.. ::~~ : 

.- .:':/ t .. ~-Al~~-.,. _.,}:.•.'~ ~~_;:--;:" ;;)j ; ._: ,.ifJ.l~ J.;, ,.,lV•,. ~- !, ·.' ..... ' 

i .. ·-· - ' .. . . ... 
·x •• • • .. ~ I .,.,, ( 

; , . : : ,.,_ ~ 

-. l~. -a:.: • . , 

r·. . :_.,· 

... : 
•I ... 

!, . 



Tliere :~are -:~ .legends ~etxburie(l:1~treasur:e, -more-~ 
per~p~ l .-:i&J.itqng ,~:t'l1~>wh.1te.s>',tbq . _&p10Jlt~;,'bhEr ::U.~ns.if 
A.an.a ~:tJomez:-:rel.'a'.tt~d ::t}le ._f'eti•.!!116-!.~(.~t~t·in~,•J:Qej , . 
1-~'8_.;:,; l,J;,t ~;~ Y~1',• A. a:. Blro.soi,g now live 1n the 
Qnsnsb ·Parker Jiome at the f'oot of the mo.untain that 
figures in the story. Jira • . Birdsong is the well-
educate.d daug)it.e.r1:.ot tb.e'•,Jz$1ie ohie1"t 0, .-_: : . '•.-:,. • · • • •!> _., . , , · ;_ -:c 

II.any' have _searched f'or 1,turied treasve in the Wichita 
.J, ' . ... · .· : ·· ·; -..- · ·_,_··;·"i-. :a.~-~ ~:;; __ r\'· · ~-. , -·:~ 11~1 :t,:.:t;.;. f,f_ .. :..(_;(: ~~ \(! i.-~ ·.-:-·-~;-.,t,(!.i"" .. 1 

. ·- t ~~ -~ .. 
M"o'llltains. Once a man who el.aimed -to know the clue to one 

.' 7• .. ~ it::_•• • i./~,. ,;•,~ • -;:, •~, ~,• :: . ..z.:' • :•,,"";~! •t.:•;• ~•t . ••~/ ~',.~ :: tt~'.;' ~•,• t;:.,.,-:I:,::•.:·~ •"1 \ .::•.l 

spOt of' btt;t"ied trea~e an a mountain jQt noi-th of' the Qua..: . 
?.: :· ::.-:=., :·· ·· ~\• : _:. !x~--. . ~t:/·;_._~..:-::-l tc ~/:·.:;.;,,.. ·t: '4 .·::=Jr:~ ~ .. -: ... "~~-,-~\.:?.'( .. ~ .. :·. ~.-: ;;:; -~-:-~~-~:..~,~-· 

nah Parker home, insisted that lie be allowed to pi~oh his . 
·!"· .:. . .. . ·. _:_.-~ :· .'-i ; ~~~s.l.::.:.... ;·· ~~ - ·.. . -:; ~· ~ ... ·-~- ~ .- .~ ...... ~i •~·.-;:. 

tent at tlle f'c>ot ot the mountai~.- , 
·: --'·: ;· {:- "':-·?·: •.. ' .. : ·~·- ;.t\ ~: .::../!~~ . · :-::--;._p :~-~- ' /· . ~-.:•, . .. ; •_; _, ~;:: ... <'":.'.· ~ .. ,:·: :.: 

One marnin,g;' a fn dayu lat-er~ the man and the tent 
'L· ... ".f.f~~.1.r •-~ .. :...:; ', .. ··.;._=·.q .. ,.•, ·, ~ ; .. ~ ..... ~ '--~~ : ..... .: . .,, .• - . ·-:~-(: .•.· 1, . .. . - .: ~- .• . .., 

were go~e. Searehing the JJJOun~u. $14e; IucU.ans f'ound a woaden 
: ·:: _': /_. :. ~-~ ... -:_. · -" .::-,.... _ _. ~~ l.1 · -;· .· .-. .1.; • ::: .: --~~ -:. •• ~.\~" ... : t J · :·~--:..:.~ -~-~:. .:. · ).=-;. ·\ :·~i~- --i_ -:. ·) t~. ;_-_.;:;;. "t ;:; •· .. __ .. · ::J -. 

cross naarking the spot where ne ·_ had &lg tor treasure. A cast 

1rf$ pot, sho~~'\v~ais ·.of: burial, stood empty beeide the ex­

oavation.· 
' 



THE SJJN:.~c_s:-:;;SFJ:SODE 

0ne eveniIJg two:· ,.bro:bherJ.L,rt.$h their ma,ny- gµ.e~rts were 

having a Sun Daa~e,:;:no~Iol!t1rQi4.il. r· ,8-llCh\ .C:&.~emon.ies -had been 
.,E !~1 "A~~ ·,·£:: ft -!..' ··:. ! ... ~~:) ~ ; .. 

forbidden by gov~nt :~ici:a!ls-,rsia~e ~~to~. Slll,TEUtd.er o:r the 
.l ·;.>i ~·t J \Y~'!., :_/\:·, ~: !:·. <,· ~~. '.tr/l ·:•i~ ·~ f~ ~ 

eOlllBllehe. When. ft.itt.io&Z'~- eame , to:i~0 .91' the progress of' · the 
\: ~::: !.l ,;-(>'-~ : · •• ~-;~~-•.\,; r.:. r ~ ~ 1"~ t .. }.,:,e ir:\~ \ :1 \: ~"?. -;. 

dance, the Inc!~~~ -re,tua~ 't:.tt~o~~y,i;the4,r. ·c~-s -::and lD.8JlY 
~ :·:. ·r . ..::--: ;•. l _:-1~:, ~ ~:1.-:.. ..t 1·\ .m.~( ~•·-~·-;: :-..:~~-;~: ... ~ , -

were shot down -in the struggle. The botlies were thrown in 

a wagon to be taken away ~ f"~ed :ror. ~e ot the brothers-• 

Potsoquotovt, '.~lie··:~ -s-t•ke:~ --~~--~l?lle _ hospital at lo~t ~ill, 
t .. 7·=: ; : . . ·. . ~-~ (~t;y· ·: :: !; • · ~:~ :1 : 

recovered and,~½!!8t:~tJ!1t {o/l~;-.f~s longer as an otttstan4• 
.. 

ing leader of .his tribe. 
· :.= ~:. .\ ...... -:._ ;.:r..; t~ ~i~:.:. . · -;;_~.:. .. . _ .. i..!,. , . ... -... .). -:. ~ ... :~ ~~'.. -. ~ 

:~·- ~ ~J~ ,.:✓.._· - ... ~ ::--\ .. • .. ~.-~~:-~ -. .. ,:~ . ~-: .. · - _ .... ~ .. , ~:· .. ,~ .::>:·-·:..:.r: .. ,.,_ :,,-

:·. '• :.r; ---~: ~ ~ :~: :· \ _:, t ~:r·· -~ ::~ ,:· ··: 
_; '. t .. ~--;:= .-:-: . .: ~': -~ ' ~ : ~:'- _ .. _ 

.-:-}~- _c51~.f.b ~-i.(;~i§~;~:;;t~~$l.·;,;i-:::::~t : 



-·---- ... ~ 

The:-t'.oll~· 1jne.s ,· ·, •peettc~:•int ,th&µ- ·f'.aJhi."O:n:;.: are · 
~i:iki.JMll..·: w;l-t~·: a{· yowig?>.·(b•maaaoli'eJ lif4,.·t: ';> Natban:i~li'.' Jloo~­
~ ~·-~Q,~i the.t· li.a~s.:.-l in ·~~e:~~ i:'~f'.b: ;1939 .:x :: The "1ihun­
d~r:r:s:tioJt« \·1ni '!;p.ei~-seeoiJ:d PP•tf:J\ llle.:J:g\11.1\ J '"•'.:t\I::t-, 

. •· -: . : .. ' ~- ·_'. :~~ ::~ .. -~ '- l::. :: t"' .... .::- ~ ... -~.-~-... ~~ ..,.. > 

'.Che One filing 

I speak your tongue, PaJ.e Face;·· 
I ~.'aing,· .. yeur''sengl!~··· · ' ·· ·.-: ·•. . :, ::, : · .• 
I .~ i,:rw~ii~t y:our fod:·a.ild:. ~ ,~~a.,~ . .:. 
I '.'.'11.~ yau,i ·tct~d•• cm.. l!iy:r o~ra.~· 
I gi ve.--and a§.t .. ~hing; 
You return and t~e rq ltmd. 
Ttie . Oite$~ i tha~.~you·;ehU.l not i have 
I'ifo.the.·.lad:Um -~,·.··n __ ... ·.:.~~.-.· .. ~ ! ~:·,· e_ . ./1;~_,··,,:·.: ... ~· ... ··~.•-.- ~-;:•1

.'\ ·

1 

··."; ._ •. ., • 
'~ ·:-· -· ... ~-1\-. _t.,,· -~-r-1~,t. : _ 'f,,• .i ~ _ " -
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The tollewing .. :.poem. dedi.-ca~ed to •.,the ::·iaemery ot 
his grandmbther \~ffS wrttt~ J17·.';ffldiit.e ::Parker,· an 
Indlan Jlli~fa:~e~,o;,a~ t:,soa~.Gf ~~-~h :~·,,-8.l"br:a.:· ,·•:flt ·is 
gffen as 1t~.;al"iJ~ed.-.itu~hitp.k'\¥ton i§otl8:b:1t-ut1~n-~ 
J"wie u, 1936~ : Lawtc>n.1· ~-.·· .. ,:~,; ·: . · ,.··· . 

,e • • • 

. :-.•. ; : :'I' . . ·-, '. • • . • .. 

: ~.>.<:. . ...... . . ~ ~ -~·~ :.:-!: . "'i ~ ·•. ~- . ·• i . 
· .. ~:. : -.. : ;,t :~"": ~- -:~ T·~·:·!:-: : ·;...:~:_ .. "\_.:· :.: :"·. ·~ -~ 
The Galb.anches0 •• CSllle rJ.d•ing one day; 
'fhey> eap~ured1-poo~, litt1e~Cynthia Ann 
They.-,~:uu.•ried'.;, her·· faJr · ~wa~, . . 

Oh, t'reedom. is sweet on. the pra1r1eJ 
Wheil-.elle was grown, she IOB.rried the chi~t-.­
Th$ Wanderer 1oved to r08.Jll; 
At ·1a~t the tro0pers resoued· her-- -
They sent her h~me. 

Oh; treed® is sweet on the prairi~ I _ . 
Com• _.Spr~, she sat ill her brother'-s h-iju.se; 
Her_ t)toug}its were · taraway. _ _ 
"•1 peopl~ are · J,JJaking rlt:nt lodges now 
· 6n the ·prairie ;n_ she ·wou.~ say-. 
C9Dle $1mmler ~ · she sat . at her brother' _s do()t', 
J;~nel,y __ :e~ t~ ~r,, . _ , 

: "-JIJ' .p~opl~ are · run:r11pg blilttalos now; 
01/J/'.!!t~e -ptair1~,~- i;s~:e . WOUld ;•·sigh.- ·:::·: ·• " _,_, r:-· :: ;!'::J : 

8~e A~timil~ she eat !n.-her b~other1 s yari; 
SaUY.: she Wuld cl;late: .. · · _. · 
'!l(y:·.pe0ple .are on .the ·war-p.ath now 
~-.; Q,ua,iahf m;," SGlJ.~·. ~e you SafeJ" · ··• 
Cee •Winter; she steed . -~t her brother ts gate; 
!he, snow f,all tast a~ove. . , _ . 
~Hocena·~ Bfi' husband~ _.you're needill8 things 
1•4·- iiake ·to s~ow my-gr~at lo_vel• ·· .·,. -,., 

..... . - J"?; ' - .•. . :-- " ~ ' "' • •• ~-.. ,., '· . 
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"Oh, Nocona, my husband, the Wanderer, 
My brother is good to me!. 
But I long to be out . on the plains with you-­
In our lodge on the wide prairie l'' 
"MT lips ~~ . _s,1ii+._+. JHl your lips, . 
Though you ,:,are ,,rar-- a.way; . 
I cannot oome to you, Naeona, 
And here I cannot stayl". 
She lafd -her .,.:down upeii ·_ t 'lie b·ed--

, '1i$;t ~voi·cfe ·>ilas '-lri¥~J-. ·weu; . . · 
. -~(~,-- ·. , .· -.-. • .-.; .... . ~ -- ~~-'- · -~}'<- ,.~.--.;..c_-4- :· - . - .. -... ,. -"" .~ ;'l'-~op.~.>.,;.~~ :,.vor,:·w-1.~p-L+;i;;u .-now . · ·,. · ,:,. · 

.- :-> ;0n,.L* jM-irJ?et·thEiy~hearct·_; tier· speak. · ·· 
Stie -~~id;4' hein:..ll&ieiseme body down 
ylhere it had pined away: 
Slle •di~ wi~h her.;,t"aqe to the open plaitJ.-­
'fhey b~iiea) ·1ter·.;1neii' ._;day. . 
Qu~ Parker waa. her s9n·, 
'?he '-'!Ji'¢laeJ; ~d . tht1 el'iie:t; 
~ ~ S:•;:'r-e~:2i..I~st:-;his lite 
cr.~·~t<:r~ ~:1tlIDi~.s gr1et • .. 
o~-; ~~ee~·• /~~--~~~t-· --~~ ~~he.: p~~ir~~.I: 

. ,: ~:t ;· -'. . .. ·.• ..... - - - -~ . ~. ' .-. . - ... :"" .. . . ._; ·... . 

• • • ': ':' .-. • : : I • •• 

·. :,\'·•.,.; 
- ~ - ~,1 

:?~·-:·~,:z ::;··, \~::: 1:1-~~~. ;_;:":.' t/i'Ah°LY .-: i.:~·;F-1 ,,,_.;-_ -'l~< ·· ~ i:~ I 
.: ~ -~ :.~ : .. ?""'/.1 :-;.~ ._--r ->: :.:: ;:':)#:.~ i-/;.~ .. J.. '.t ~# , _~ -~ .. -- i:. ":--j t., /;t~ ,:· ·.,,, ·. 

::· \ \_~·:~~ -~:!•~·', . . :. ,·;::\ ❖·: .. -..... Jt,·; ·. #,• ;: -~-. _; __ ,.._f. • -~--~: . . .. 

, .-.: j ··· -~:\. ~~: -(:-~~~~-!·1,; . .:"".#: ·:":. :;c ' :f., . . : ... :·:•' : . : .... . ~ . ·;.·~- ;~_; 

., .. . .;.· 



TRIBAL so~ 

. . .,. f .ir).:·~, . .;-t,~:~-~: .;:~.~ <.}.f\\·; :: . ' ::·.;_> -_ ·: -~.--, : .; 

He'e 1 v•••r t .. : ·.-.·-.-~ . "',i··· . ti v., ................. : .~ .. : ~ -. .♦ - t, •.• ·:.· 

Heye' haiia t-;IJAe 'YQ I ~ ; ; .. ·., .. ~\ , 
Heyo' hanaf : ~e' Y.Q\c .. ,. :.-.;.,; 1 ::· ; 
T~ 1 aya t iora'·bi at• -~i' na--H~' e 'yo' t 
Te 1 aya' ·. tora 'bi ai Y -gi 'na--He' e •yo' -I 

-~Jfe::• av-A t ·:, +,ea 'Juh ;taB)i-.'Im ~.,. ,,gin-'!'lu~:t ~,:ra1.•.vo • t 
cr,1a;:;~:·;f04'.fha:~:tat,1 ":~~ i'.;•'sin; . .:oi !aj ,:;.~ ,.t ,·. 

· ,-''}. • ~ \! ·•, .. ~Y"'' ,, ~: ~\--~ -~_f;:,.·. -1.~~-:•-::.·.~•-:~-:.• .; ... ,,, i~•.: , :~=- ~ _-,-_.~ :·~·:-• : ·.·J,.·. : ~•~,:. ~ 
Translat-1on 

. . .' 

:' .::~,..,~~ . ..: 

He re!,yoS. . ,, .. 
Heyo' hana' liae ~ )"o,l -
Heye' ha,na) ·Hae• yo t '. 

, '-'he ··.~~~ l>eaw,s ar.e ~BS: out-~He •-~ •yo•,:t 
'f4~ se',s ·b~~ are running oµt - •lle1--e!yo•··$· 
The em'. s ye11ew rays are running o~t~-

... ,Ahi ' .nil yo.f <J . .• ,--·'..··· .. , 
~~ Slpl~:8 ~-y~:U..,-Ow ra.yi, ~e run:ni]l,g -Q~~~:::-

:. Alit:tni:~yo-\~l - ... , • ·•. , 
··:· .. :.~:·.:, \ . .. · ,: ;,~ _;.,• \·~·; .. -~·- ._'••'.f_:_~ . :· . _· . - -~ , ·, -~-- -•:-::. 

:,:-.:;~~-~~iii~ ·~so~~,~s- pr"~bl.y s~-- ~t --.. d.a:y1t ghti ·whe1Ctli.e 
·f'ir~t rays of· the stu1- shone . in the _. east; af'ter the .. 
· dancers bad ·~o~en -dancing · al:l night . · · Th~ introductory · 
~ ·is a ·sugg~~t!on tr.em· t:b,e ~ongs ot the . mescal. 
rite, to whi.'reh ·the ·e.~ehe 8.1"e ~ much atta':)hed. ­
Al.th~ligh th~ words ·convey but litt1e meaning; the 
tune __ ,_!~ _tmiq;~e __ ~nd onf .of th~_ be~ ~f_ __ aµ ~he_ ~o~. 
songs ··on· ace.~ o'f its sprightly measure. · . · . 
...... :,· .:.·:- . --· . . . . . - . 

0 ...... h.; ' ,:, 0• : • • 
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Te•~ refers to the aun's rays or beams; tora'­ll, a J?Ossessive form of -li'bi, sun; . (e'.!, moon); toa ~ha,· from !! 'hap. yellow; . y' -g! • M ~d :!2 •.!!'gin or m1°!!'£!.n, running out, ~reaming out • 
.. ,_ ... 

Yani!tsini'hawa!na 

YaniJ tt situ: J-lla.waf,.na It · 
Yani •tsiniJ-bawa!.iial · 

• ;·. ;·., : .•.·:y .·Jli.tntnra•trdta!kft.uf} ' : 
, ·- --~ - -:'.' , ~< · _;·l!i~J\i;sw\·Tilt"attiJiti. , ·: ,·~·-:· · 

I •' ' 

• I ',. ~ • • • ~•• :, 

' , 

"~,.fi;::.:_,~• 1.~·.: t.·. · . : 
-· · · ~le:ti-6n 

... , .. : ...... _J.\~ -~ \ i1b=··!1 \:f-, r;-_~ .~;.;~_ 
_, .. · . -~Te.n.1 '"t.ai1 Qi t~hawah1a_l .. 

Yani ' .. tsin.1 'hawa !-nal 
We sba.11 l.1 ve agaili•• 
We shall live again. 

1 . 

.j-~_';",_,_.•. ~:·' !·-;-._• .. ~.:c·:~:.."> 
. . ..... ,-:· r~ ·:: ),. ~- ::.F,-~-: ~~ ;l.J~~ :: .. '- -.~"-".: ~ 

: -.:~_'I-~ -~ :,~1: ·i :: ··•z ~ :'}.-~- :.•;;: ... t ~;._"•.J 

·-· . • ·. 



----

A SACRED SO~ -

M.ow-wa:t (no hand) helped compose the follO'fd.ng song;, 
The· mel.ady ot 1ihe song .earries the quality ~f' 

martial DlllSic and the rhythm of' the el.der tribal. 
sopgs. The • first tew n~tes are ~ery high and the 
last Qnes gradually descend the soa.l.e until the 
lowest notes have been reached. · 

The translation, which is my own, may not be 
a~~urate in every detail, but the general. thought 
is there. 

J'e'su•see•. k'ut•.s~•.u• 
'?e.h'me teh'a wieh ku'ni tui' 
Tah~ma. teh!a wieh ku!ni tui! 

E~ba ite•. so.'ko vite• hah1beetuh 
Pu'ha teok'liB.p a och'tso . 
Ta.h'me teh!a ·noh ku~ni tui• 
Tah'me teh'a wich ku'ni tui! 
Tah'me teh!a wich ku1.µ1 tui! 

Ok'o to'J® 'Yah'ti' • 
Hahn• .su yah '-kit nab.• bun.eet • a ki • 
Pu.~ha queet~so ite o"h'tso . 

.-Tah'ae tehta wich ku'ni tv.1' 
Tah!me tell~e. wtch Jcu!ni tui! 
Tah'me teh~a wich ku~Di. tu.1..!. 

Translation. 

;r e.sus · my- Sartor, . 
I am telling the story 1 · 
I am telling the story. 

»own here on this earth 
'f-he Word must be given~ 
J. am tellil!g -t;he story-; 
I am telling the stery , · 
I .. am telling the story-. 

269 



. • ; 

\o.,. I 

-1:• 
J ..... , 

; 

-.- '.1 ~: : , 

.. 

2'10 

Up there in Heaven, 
Where all. appears wonderf'Ul, 
We will be made who1e again. 
I am telling the stot7, 
I am telling the story 
I am te111ng tlleL· st'ory-!" 
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