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PREFACE

In the preparation of this thesis, I_have received:
generous assistance in guidance and criticism as well as
continual encouragement, from Dr. Martin S, Shockley. I
wish to express appreciation, also, to Professor L. N. Mor-
gan for his helpful aid in bibliography and research; to
Dr. Roy Hadsell and Dr. Charles C. Waleutt, for their sug-
gestions; and to Mrs. S. B. Townes, thesis adviser, for
her help in organizing and correcting the material.

Among the native Comanche, without whose co-opera-
tion this work would have been impossible, the following
released information concerning tribal history and lore:
Herman.Asenap, an educated Comanche who for more than thir-
ty years has served as an interpreter for the tribe in an
innumerable variety of circumstances; Mow-wat (No Hand),
one of the narrators among the older Ccomanche; his daughter-
in-law, Mrs. Spenser Mow-wat (formerly Rachel Pewo), who
served as interpreter; Teh'qua kuh, another of the few ex-
cellent story-tellers; Felix Koweno, an interpreter; Rand-

lett Parker, who was reared by To-pay!, the last living

iv



wife of the last Chief of the Comanche tribe, Quanah Parker;
Morris Sunrise, a grandson of Quanah Parker; Baldwin Parker,
a son of the chief; Marguerite and Vida Tahchaw-wickah,
Nathaniel Woomavovah, and Max Pahcheka, young Comanche in-
formants. In addition to these, my father, Rev. A. J. Becker,
who has served as a missionary among the Comanche since 1856
at Post Oak Miaéion in Comanche County, has furnished valu-

able information.
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INTRODUCTION

During the last two decades there has been.a'rapiEQ
ly increasing interest in the beekgreunde of Ameriean 1it-
erature and culture to whleh the Indlan of Nerth Amerlca
contributes his part. Ethnologlste, anthropologists, folk-
lorlste, hlstoriens, and students ef iiterature heve been |
attracted to the varioue pheeee of thle past. Thls etten—
.tion has come reletlvely 1ete, and the Indlans' tales and
mytholegy have received leest attentlon of all. A proml—
nent author has said "The Indian has so0 leng been an db- -
Jeet of interest that the neglect of his mythologies end
tales is difficult of comprehension."l The Comanehe, in
parblctﬂ.a.r, has had very 11ttle attention. | | |

America has a wealth of traditional lore that is
baeed upon the heritage of ﬁhe eerly peoples of this centi-
nent. their treditiene, euetome, beliefe, philosophles, .
:euperstitions, mwths, 1egends, end folkteles. Ameriean :

1itereture ef the Southwest hae its own pecullar paet, eep—

1Lewis Spenee, ‘Myths: and Legends, The North Ameri- .
can Indians (Boston. David D. Niekersen and COmpeny, s Be8a),
Po Voo - - v S ;
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2
arate and distinet from the development that the literature
of any other nation has experienced. The Indian is in that
historical background that serves to guide, color, and en-
rich the present. His importance in history. and .anthropol-
ogy camnot be denied; but with: the exception of the atten-.
tion he has received. from Longfellow, Freneau, and a few .
later writers who have drawn their inspiration from the
Southwest; the Indian has been utilized to only a minor de-
gree in literature. . A few recent writers who have studied
their subject and territory have given the public accurate
representations of him, but, as. a whole, he has been pic-
tured in two quite divergent ways; both of them stereotyped:-
the brutal, blood=thirsty, painted' savage:.on the warpath;. -
and the romantic, all-glorious, sentimentalized, mistreated
redman on the other. Neither is a true picture. The Indian
in literature needs . to be humamnized, personalized; and in- .
dividualized. Such a portrayal will net be created until he
is understoed, and he will not be understood until-he and his.
folk background ate:rationally and:unemotionally studied. Af-
ter:that,” perhaps, the eurrents of the:Indian in-literature
and: Indian:literature.itself: will:gradually: flow more natu-.
rally 1nto the main stream.of Amarlcan 11terature.' The rea-
sen for thls situatlon is, perhaps, that the folktéles and =

1egends of the Indian hawe been neglected. One authorlty
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on folktale collections says, "The literary forms of oral
tradition undoubtedly have much more to offer than we have
thus far extracted from them."?

Even before the white man brought civilization to .-
the land of the redman, the American Indian, in his way, had
systems of education, standards of literature, and records of
events although these were not formal systems. Story telling,
an oral art, was his literary achievement; the stories embod-
ied-his history and furnished the medium for his training.
Today, having taken on-much of modern civilization (education,
the white man's religion, and his'mode of living), the Coman-
che is faced with the danger of losing that heritage with the
passing of .older: tribesmen. Tribal customs, practices, and
beliefs are=vanishing*with-thé passing of their art of story
telling, through which tradition is preserved. |

I have-written aithesis-attempting to show the wvalue
of the literature of the Comanche ¥ndian. 'To'achieve my pur-
pose,. I have:found it necessary-to relate the history and gen-
ezaiﬁhaekgrﬂunirefﬁthgutxibg} tocdiscover, classify, ahd eval-
uateithelore and -literaturée to be found and to revedl itg"

purpose;. and-to.present the literature itself as.evidence té-

-  2Erna Gunther, "The Folk-Tale Collections of Oklahoms
Indians,® Folk-Say,. ed. by Bi Ay Botkin (lst :ed.; Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1929), p. 410.
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support my statements. I have organized the entire study
into two parts: The first contains the general information
necessary to understamd the Comanche. The second part con-
sists of the myths, legends, folktales, oratory, poetry, and
songs that have been c¢ollected, classified, and annotated.

~In Part One, the first five chapters giving the eth-
nology, history, economy, society, and arts and. crafts of the
‘tribe furnish information concerning the Comanche. These
:chapters have been carefully sifted so that they include on-
1y that information necessary to understand the mental proc-
‘egses of the Comanche mind,: to understand the content of his
1iterature, and to. appreciate his=crqati§g;quaéity,_ Chap-
ters six-and,sévanzinchude the classification and analysis.
of the lore and literature of the tribe and attempt to re-
veal the purpose,of.hia-iiterature._

- The researgh led in two directions: to published
historical, anthxopological,,and,ethgglggicg; works; and to .
‘the Comanche Indians themselves. - Although able to ymder~
iskand ithe native language,: I.secured the :aid of .an inter-
Tgmeterfferﬂqcenraey;,:By:egmparing;theuigigr@gtion released
by one mﬁmherkﬁffﬁﬁﬂwtrihﬁ'ﬁﬂ$hNﬁhﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁaﬁQphgrt”QQQNinttu;g
relating it with publications by authorities on. the subjeet,
«I have tried to achieve some degree:of authenticity.

- The stories in this ceolleetion have never, as far
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as I could ascertain, been reduced to writing. The Comanche
still have no written language, and only minor attempts have
been made to record them in English. - A few published vari-
ants exist as subsequent notation will show.

Some details may have unwittingly been altered or
omitted, but in general the stories remain as they were given,
and their main features are intact. In a few cases the story
was told by a child or youth as he heard it; in others, by an
adult who had repeated the story occasionally during his life;
but most frequently by an aged member of the tribe who for
years had imparted his store of knowledge of the tribe's trad-
itions to the child, the youth, and the fellow-tribesman,

As one who has heard the stories related in both the
Comanche and English languages, I find that there is some-
thing in the native version that more truly reflects the ori-
. 8&inal natural atmosphere, the vigor, and the reality of the
stories and retains the figurative expressions. The Comanche
have a vivid oral art in which mimiery, gestures, onomatopoeia,
pantomime, impossible to reproduce in writing, carry much of
the literary, as well as the dramatic, element.

A few explanations that cannot properly appear in the
introductions and notes accompanying the narratives are inclu-
ded in the first part of the thesis for a better understanding

of the close relation of the narratives to the life of the
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Indian. Additional references to specific tribal aspects
with which the stories are concerned and the particular pur-
poses which the tales serve will appear with the legends and

folktales in Part Two.
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ETHNOLOGY

To understand the Comanehe,-a knowledge of hlS fer-
mer 1ocat10ns, efflllations, envlrons and his ethnologieal
background 1n general 13 necessary |
| Llngulstieally, the tribe is most eleeely releted to
the Shoshone of Idaho anﬂ wyomingl and there is e71dence that
they were residents there before the eighteenth century _
"According to the Crow traditlon the Gomanche lived north-“
ward in the Snake River region“ [idahe] 3 Both trlhes (She-
shonl and Comanehe) are dlv1sions of ‘the 1erge Shoshonean |
group cemprislng approx1mate1y twelve tribee.s- Kroeber di—
vides the group into reur main brenches'_ the Pleteau Br&neh

24 e ’lFranz BO&S.’ -,.QEQH ce'y. ANT
qihﬂvﬁﬁﬂﬂt& IE. Steehert :
’tntht"!’ﬁ 32 :':_-‘3, o5 SR

J. S. Pewell (dlrector), Seventh Annual Report of
~_‘l,?h.e Buréau of ‘Ameri¢an 'Ethiol 33'_ﬁJ1§Q'§e“¢he Secretary
9 2the’ thsonian Inst, (Washington: ' Govermmént Printing
foiee,tlsgl), p. 109,
301&rk‘ﬁ1ssler, Indians of the United States ("The
American Museéwd of: ‘Ndtural History, ocience Series"; New
York: Deubledey, Deren & Cempany, Inc., 1940), p. 212.

7



8
composed of Shoshoni-Comanche, Mono-Paviotso, and Ute-Cheme-
huevi; the Kern River Branch; the Hopi Branch; and the south-
ern California Branch comprising four tribes;é_

The Shoshonean is.the second largest language group
among the American Indians, being exceeded in size by the
Algonquing,® The Shoshoneans have been classed with other .
groups to form a larger linguistic femily called the Uto-
Aztecan,® These other Uto-Aztecan groups are the Tanoan,
Kiowa, Nahuallen [Aztec}, and Maya Branches,”

All the Shoshonean tribes lived in the:Tregion.of the
Great Plateau covering southeast Oregon, southern Idahoy
southwestern Montana, western Wyoming and Colorado, Utah and
Nevada, and ‘most of: California south of the Tehachapi.® The
outlying tribes later were the Hopi of Arizona and the Coman-
che of the Southern Plains, the latter being the only one of
the group living entiraly;on;the'plainsgg- The Shoshoni and

QA. L. Kroeber, "The Bannock and Shoshoni Languages,"
F. W. Hodge, ed., American Anthropolegy ("New Series,™ XI,
Américan Museum. of Natural: ‘Historyy Lancaster,: P.:. American
g%$h§9pelogiggL_ gsbeiaxionmﬁlﬁéﬂr, p.‘aﬁa.{ : Fary 7

S 5na e > -
sfrances Densmcre The American Indlans and Their
Music (New York: The Womants Press, 1926), P. 19.

N ﬁBeas, _E. eit., @._36. : S Eniiane
yron s 5=:7W1ssler, Indians of the U. S., p. 212
8Boas, op. cit., p. 37.

9ames Hooney, "The Ghost-Dance Religion and the



9
Comanche, who had lived adjacent to each other in southern
Wyoming, were separated during the seventeenth century. The
Shoshoni were beaten back into the mountains by the Sioux,
while the Comanche were driven steadily southward by the
same pressnre-lo '

When the North American Indians are classified as to
customs and habits, the Comanche is grouped with the Southern
tribes of the Plains Indians, 'who, in general, are recognized
by a few main cultural characteristics: "the use of the buf-
falo, the tipi, the horse, the soldier-band, and the sun
dance,"l all of which will be elaborated in succeeding chap-
ters.

Making up the Plains Indians group, as Wissler clas-
sifies them, are the Northern Tribes; the Southern Tribes,
composed of Arapaho,nCheyenne,-Gomanché, Kiowa, and Kiowa-
Apache; the Village or Eastern Tribes; and the Plateau or:

Western Tribes.lz

Fi a-.qr'sk. Sam,

Sioux Outﬁreak of 1890 5 Fourteenth.&nnual Report of the
au ofiAmerican *Ethnelﬁ@“’ 18923 Doc. NoJs 230, Part -2
i;m;gipgton°_ Government Prlnting Offlce, 1896), p.,1045.

O1psg. -

llﬁlark‘Wissler, North American Indians of the Plains
("Handbook Series No. 1%; NEW'Ybrk. American Museum of Nat-
ural History, 1913),:pp. 15 r. A TRTRO R C ZRVEL iR T

" 131bid., p. 17. g7
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As a Plains Indian the Comanche lived by the chase;
although he fought only for his hunting ground and the ne-
cessities of life, he was war-like. He is usually proud and
reserved, courageous and determined. To strangers he is cau~
tious, but kind and hospitable. His enemies found him cruel
and unmerciful-preceding the present :era, but today there is
no more peace-loving, inoffensive group to be found anywhere.
Mooney comments that the Comanche "have a high sense of honor
and hold themselves superior to the other tribes with which-
theyuare~associated.“15' Spence, however, says, "The Shosho- -
neans.or 'Snake' family . . . comprise the RoOt-diggers, Co-
manches and other tribes of low-eulture. These people, it
is said are probably nearer the brutes than any: other :portion
of the human race on the face . of the globe."14 Powell calls
them "practical end businesslike."® .

In height the Comanche is considered average. High
cheek bones, a medium-to-light brown complexion, and coarse,
well-groemed; -black hair are typical. -

“i%é}ﬁﬁig}“?édﬁéﬁﬁhé}é‘ﬁﬁé”éiééﬁ”@fiéinﬂéﬁ@"ﬁéahiﬁg”
Akt SRy P Rae e il fPaeRninn Mt Ry

_E- ‘odb s, p. 1046.
lésﬁenee _Be~°1t-,npp- 28 1. Saidnodk

! lﬁJ 8 POwell (director), ‘Seventeenth' Annnal Report
ef the Bureaa of Ameéricsan- Ethnelegy, 1895-6, to.the Secre-
Tary of the. Smlthsonian Inst.,;,_- (Washington. ‘Govern-
ment Printrng 0ffice, 1898), p.- 334. 2
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of which seem to be unknown, came into use shortly after
1700.16 The word itself, when adopted by Americans, was
spelled in at least twenty-four different w&ys.l7 This was
the result of various attempts to interpret, with alpha-
betical symbols, the pronunciation of the word. It is
generally believed that: the word is of Spanish-Mexican ori-
gin.

The neme "Snakes"™ was commonly applied to the Sho-
shoni-Comanche groups when: "Lewis and Clark explored the up-
gor Missouri country."'8 tﬁboney reported in 1897: "The tri-
bal sign for the Comanches is 'snakes' with the finger drawn
toward the rear instead of thrust forward as for the Shosho-
ni, showing separation of the tribes,ﬂlg This establishes
the Comanche's original affiliation with the Shoshoni and in-
dicates his former location in the Snake River region of Ida-
ho. |

The French referred to them as Padoucas, a name given

them by the Osage and other tribes between the Arkansas and .

L?f hha O %%um R,k Bk i
exrt HOrval Rlchardson, The Camanehe Barrier to
the Soufhf?ialns Setflement (Gléendals, California: Artchur -

H. Glark Ce ;- 1938}y, Pe 154 .

37Frnder;ck Webb H e (ed.), Handbook of American
Indisns North of Mexico, Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of

Amgxican Ethnology,. Bulletin 30, Part I (Washlngton'“ Governé

:msnt Printing Office, 190?), P DB

18:_1113.3l.ex, Indians of the E' S., P. 222,

19%coney, op. cit., p. 1043,
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Platte rivers.20

The tribe probably had as many names as there were
groups with whom they came -in contact. A most universal cus-
tom among Indians is to give an indicative name to any new-
COomer. - ik

The Comanche, an unwritten language, is "sonorous and
flowing: its chief characteristic being a rolling r. It has
no‘l."zl The ¥ is usually lebial. The ch sound is an aspir-
ate k. Euphony in a gliding phonetic softness is noticeable,
Many of the words end with a whispered vowel which strengthens
the preceding consonant and brings about clear enunciation.
These consonants, however, are often dropped for elisions or
for the compounding of words. The compounding of words is an
exceptionally prominent element in building entire statements
as well as in forming new words.>%

In general, the sign language proved adequate for
gatherings involving several tribes. Nevertheless, the Co-
manche language seems to have been intelligible to the tribes

of the Shoshonean family;35 and, because it was not difficult

3oRichardson, op. cit., p. 16.
2lMooney, loc. cit.

22W. J. Becker, "The Comanche Indian and His Lan- -
‘guage," Chronicles gﬁ-éklahoma, XIV (September, 1936), 332,

23Richardson, op. cit., p. 23.
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to master, many of the Plains Indians understood and spoke

it. Indeed, the language of the Comanche has often been

referred to as the "court language"™ of the tribes.24

_3%ban W. Peery, "The Kiowa's Defiance,™ Chronicles
of Oklahoma, XIII (March, 1935), 3l.
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CHAPTER IT
HISTORY

Whether the Comaﬁchéﬂwas nﬁtufally a rover, or wheth—

er he was forced from hlS land by economle pressure and by
1nvaders, at 1east he was continually‘mov1ng. There seems

:to be ev1dence to suppart both con;ectures. In the seven-

teenth century, Wissler states, the Comanehe, Kiowa, and Sho—
‘shoni (allied tribes of the Uto-Aztecan famlly) lived east
of the Rocky Mbuntalns on the plains. The Kiowa seem to have
occupled that part west of the Black Hllls, the Shoshoni
camped between them and the Roeky Mbuntalns in Wyomlng and
Mbntana, while the Gomanche held the land south of tha Kiowa.
Arter the turn of the century, w1th the Shoshoni remalnlng .

in the north, the Kiowa moved south of them covering the area

between Eqngggnandemarille and the.eﬁmanche'm@ved ﬁquth and

.m‘esfpresen_ﬁi'a.fanmldahle ﬂront

Gomanche were mov1ng southward at the beginning of the eight-~

saiers 3 Indiens of She U. S, ps 222.
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eenth century, but the previously mentioned Sioux encroach-
ments may have been partially respensible;

Soon after 1705, when the Comanche weré first re~ -
ported in New Mexico,® they were attacking the Apache band.
Bourgemont,> the Fremch explorer, found a Comanche tribe on
the Upper Kansas River (in Kansas) in 1724, according to
Powell's findings.* Omaha tradition, he says, places them
on the Middle Loup River (in Nebraska). These reports indi-
cate that their line alone was of. greal length. Mooney ex-
plains, "It must be remembered that frem 500 to 800 miles was
an ordinatynrange for. a prairie tribe.“s

The remainder of the eighteenth century was taken up
with attacks on the Apache, clashes with the Spanish, and -
trade with the French., The Spanish, who had founded San An-
tonio in 1718 and had established an Apache mission to’ bring

the Gospel to the tribe,® were welcomed by the Apache because

lechardson, _2, cit., p. 55.'

5Bourgemnnt's ;ournal is printed in Pierre Margry's
le‘%ﬁﬂyantesxﬂ#’at&hliasement des Frahcois dans € ouest. et
lans le sud de 1l'Amdrigque Sepentrionale 1614-1?54 vi
'(Paris, 1875), Pp. 598=4495 = -

nJH.

%Powell Seventh Annual R@pprt p. 109.

5Mponey; _Ib clﬁ., p. 1943

Gwllllam.Edward Dunn, The Apache Mission, Reprint
from The Southwestern Historical Quarterly (Austin: State
Historical Association, April, 19 E; , No. 4, 388,
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of the protection the Spanish soldiers offered against the
Comanche invasions that were becoming more and more fre-
quent.” Stealing horses and supplies from both the Indians
and the Spaniards, capturing many women and children, and
winning most of the battles, the CGomanche drove the Apache
south and west and took possession of ‘the land.8.

The coming Sf the French, whose position in the new
country was strengthened by the middle of the century, had
previously been opposed by the ‘Comanche, who feared his
trades with the Apache would equip their enemies with arms
and munitions. Now, Richardson says, after the Apache had
been pushed back, the Comanclie were'eager to trade with the
French and secure firearms for themselves. 1In 1758 theré
w8 a Golianehe" attack on:thet Aipachs Hissiea? 1u which the
‘attackers were reported mounted and carrying French fire-
arms. - In 1785 a-ﬁéaeé=treaty,*involving-gifﬁs to the Go--
manche chiefs from the Spanish was efrected. Kbéﬁiﬁé

peace, however, by the contlnued presentatlon of gifts

L?'ﬁyﬂichardson  ;2. cit¢, pp. 67 f.

.,8Ib1d, §" p. l5. b
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Spanish. 10
During the ninetéenth century, as clashes with the
whites prevailed, uprisings and border warfare among the
 Plains tribes were simultaneously occurring, Peace with
the Cheyenne and Arapaho, who appeared on the nmorthwest
border along the upper Arkansas niver; around 1830, was not
offedted until 1840.%- Around 1834 the Comanche were at
war with the Bamee;l‘z-; who occupied the territory north of
them and east of the Cheyenne and Arapaho.. This period,
also, dincluded wars with the -Osage, a tribe of the Sioux
family who about 1802 had drifted as far .south as the Ar-
kansas river to the east and northeast of the Comanche
co:mtry. 5
After the peace with the Cheyenne and Arapaho in
1840, all the important. Plains tribes seem to have been .

friends or allies.™*  They probably allied themselves to

IORichardson, _"p.. cit., pp. 70 £a
"george Bird Grimnell, The Fighting Cheyemmes
(New. York: +.Charles Seribnerts Sons, 1910), Pe 99 1 -~ *°

: 133‘@31;11; Greggy Commerce of the Prairies, or the - .
Journal of a Santa Fe Tr'a"'d'e""'r, 1831-1859, Vol. XX Of Earl
ﬁesﬂ“’em !}?ra,vaIa, 17 s ed. Reuben QQlﬁ. JThwaites (38 ... .
‘Ts., cleve’land- ur He Clark cempany, 1905), p." 125,

13Rieh&rdson, _2. ci‘b., e 50. N

14Rnpert Noryval Richardsen and .Carl. Coke Rister,
The Greater Southwest ™ (Glendale, Calirornia' The Arthur
He Gla:r:k Company.y 1994), pe: 30s - . o
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strengthen their position against the further encroachment
of the white man. In most instances, immediately after an
jnter-tribal peace had been negotiated, the tribes involved
became allies in subsequent raids. The tribe that was al-
lied with the Comanche most elosely and for the longest
period of time was the Kiowa., Whatever differences the two
tribes might have had were settled many years before, per-
" haps as early as. 17901

It is inevitable that confusion and violence appear
‘so ‘prominently in the history of the frontiers, because, in
. the adjustmient of the Indian to the white man, there were
. glimacdtic clashes. More often than not, Wissler says, "In-
: dians and whites were in friehdly contact, exchanging goods,
information and kmnowledge of woodcraft, and were occasional
- guests in: each other's homes. . . . Most of the time each
| was busy seeking food, providing shelter, clothing, and:
© other necessities. The climaxes came when organized pres-
?;surBFﬁas;hrhught.byaeither;greup.towxetainlor-a&qnirﬁsmore
" land anﬂ to llmlt hunting rlghts, as the ease might be"“iﬁ

;Lau- There was very lixtle-cantact hetwaen the Gcmanche

‘"and the,Anglo-Amarlcan until abeut 1820 when traders began

driftlng to the comanohe vlllages, harterlng guns and other

lsPowell Seventeenﬁh Annual Repert, p. 163.

15W1ssler, Indlans of the B} S., pp. Xiv-xv, -
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articles, in demand by the tribe, for horses and pelts. Bent's
Fort, established in 1829 on the north bank of the Arkansas
river, served the Indians, trappers, traders,; and adventur-
ers.t?

In 1834, while wars among the Plains tribes west of
the Indian Territory were in progress, the United States sent
the famed dragoon expedition cormmanded by Brigadier-general
Henry Leavenworth, and later by Colonel Henry Dodge, into
the plains to settle differences- between the tribes and to
establish more friendly relations between them and the Gov-
ermment .18 The expedition, launched at Fort Gibson (estab-
lished in 1824), included - George Catlin, famous artist and-
contributor to Indian history:l® The Comanche tribe must
have presented an imposing front because Catlin estimates
their number to be between 30,000 and 40,000.29 Golonel
Dodge invited the leading chiefs for a "big talk," présents,
and smoke, according to catlin.®l He further reports that .

the -Comanche,  after presents were: aceceptéd,: became very . i .-

Ses WO La g TONY ‘ T L o T DY TR = g R A

L Stﬂ,nley Vestal, The Old Santa Fe Tr&il (Beston'
Hbughten Mifflin Company, The Rlverside Press Cambrldge,
1939), PP, 247-356. SRENET Bhamoenn B
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1sRlchardson, _2. clt., p. 80.

1gGeerge Catlin, North American Indians, Two Vol-
umes (Edlnburgh _ Jehn Grant 31 George 1V Bridge, 1926).

39;31@., I, v, 77.  “lmig,, 11, 3. 63,




20
friendly and gave a hearty welcoming speech. The friendly
relations thus established bore fruit in the next year when
the treaty of Camp Holmes was signed on August 24, 1835,
during another council with the Wichita and Comanche tribes
on the bank of the Canadian River.®2 Although all the Co-
maﬁéhe bands were not represented, it was the first treaty
with the United States-in which any part of the tribe had -
participated&
B 0y Before the-middle of the nineteenth ecentury the Co-
manche. covered southwestern Kansas, southéastern Colorado;
northwestern New Mexico, western Oklahoma; and northern -«
Texas.=2 -They had. become friendly with the- Americans, gen-~
erally, but fought desperately againstvﬁhenﬁexansfgﬁ-to
avenge real or imaginary wrongs.

On-March 19; 182023 in a council:at San Antonio
with twelve Comanche chiefs, commissioners from the Repub=-
lic:of Texas brought before them a body of troops to feorce
the Indisns to. promise:.that. a release:of. their white: prisoi-
ersiwoulid:bexfortheoming: Upon -refusal, a:fight enstedzin

the

3" -

' 2270seph B. Thoburn, A Standard History of Oklahoma

(New York: The American Histori8al Society, 1916), 1, D.
1464 s

23Richardson, op. cit., DP. 262 Lo
aﬁﬁﬂoney;_loc. cit.
29pjichardson and Rister, op. ¢it., ps 281,
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which all the chiefs and several of their tribesmen were
slain. The Comanche then began a war of revenge in earnest,
the first attack being upon Victoria on August 6, 184@;36
In their raids they also took cattle and horses that could.
be found and captured women and ehildren.

After Texas was annexed to the United States-in 1845,
the federal commissioner of Indian affairs found the. problem
of restoring peace thrust into his hasids.®? There is no
doubt that the Texan-Comanche .emmity was aggravated by the
San Antonio fight and was prolonged- by differences that were
rarely settled except by.bleoda-,Each succeeding clashvaddéd
fuel to the fire that had been smouldering since the hegin-
ning of the eighteenth century. The Comanche, naturally war-
like and merciless, now became uncontrollably savage.

During Jackson's administrationaas.president, a vast
area was-designated for the Indiang which later came-to be ..
known as the Indian Territory. It embraced the land from
the Red River to: the northern jboundary of Nebraska and east
of the Mexican:boundary' to the Avkansas Territorys ;When.
the Kansas-Nebraska Act was passed in 1854, however, the.

0ld-Indian Territory was automaticailly restricted to the

1imits of the present state of Oklahoma.®® This naturally

Ay

26Thoburn, ‘op. - Cit., Ty.P. 827
27Righardson and’ Rlster,llg. cit., p. 288

28Thoburn, op. cit., I, pp. 73 £f.
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reduced the lands for the Indians, causing further dis-
satisfaction.

With the close of the Civil War new*treatiés-were
made to appease the still marauding Plains tribes. The Med-
icine Lodge treaty, negotiated on Oetobar 18, 1867, in the
valley of Medicine Lodge River in 'southern Kansas, ‘assign-
ed the Comanche and Kiowa the land extending from the 98th
meridian ‘westward to-the North Fork of Red River and from
the Washita southward to:the-Red River.. Besides specify-
‘ing the limits of the-regerv&tion,forfthese and other
plains tribes that were now brought: to:Oklahomay.the treaty
provided for the privilege of hunting buffalo as far north
as the Arkansas River. ‘It also provided for the establish=-
ment and maintenance of an agency and schools to serve the
tribes. In return they were to cease depredations and al-
low: construction ofﬂposts-and,roadsézg'=Beoauseief;misunder-
standings and discontent resulting in renewed outbreaks,
they didﬁngt sett1e-@n the land until: 1874.and 18755 " ...

. Fort Si1l, rwhichuat the beginning was ealled :Camp
Wichita, was established in 1869 to guard against fﬁrthéfﬂ
outbreakg,__ and it was to this government post that the

fo J‘-- £ 5

39Thobum, op. eit., I, pp. 393—4,02.

5°William.Bréwn Hhrnlson,‘Military Posts and CamQ_

in leahﬁma ‘(OkTahéma ‘Gity: ‘Harlow Publishing Gampany,

- T936), pp: 159-174.
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warring Indians were asked to come to surrender. All the
Comanche and Kiowa bands were accounted for soon after that
except a few outlaw Comanche groups, among which were the
Quahada Comanche.

Among the reasons for the discontent and rebellion
of the Comanche on the reservation was the entrance of the
white hunter on their grounds, ‘a wiolation of one of the
terms of the Medicine Lodge Treaty which set aside the land
south of the Arkansas Tor the sole use .of the Indian as a
hunting ground. After the railroad reached Dodge City in.
1872, this situation between the two factions became criti-
cal.51

Haworth, in 1874, reported a Cheyenne-Comanche raid
in Texas, the object of which scemed t6 be eonfined Ho
"horse stealing as but few murders were comnitted."22. The
horses were used for fresh mounts in their expeditions a=.
gainst the white man.

In. his report; Haworth alse tells of & new "médicine
fanjt I84tat; Springing upvamong thé ‘Quahada ‘Comanche and' -
élaiming 6 ﬁa%é“mifaeﬁldﬁs“ﬁﬂﬁéféasa'3He*61&imad7thefabil—

PR M T SILE L : g (A o

31Thﬂburn, A Standard Histary of leahgma‘ II, pp.
pp. 480-495

33U s. Offlce of Indian Affalrs o Report of
the Commissioner‘of Indian-Affairs, 82& (Washington: . GOVh
-ernment -Printing Ofrlee 1874), p. 219.

331bid., p. 220.
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ity to bring forth cartridges from his stomach and the pow-
er to influence the guns of the whites and soldiers so that
they would be ineffective against the Indian. Saying that
it was time to avenge the deaths of tribesmen in frontier
settlements of Texas and to exterminate the buffalo hunters,
and that it was the will of the WGreat Spirit," the medicine
man urged his kinsmen on the warpath into the region of the
Texas Panhandle.®* Here the buffalo hunters and traders:
from Dodge City had established a trading post known-as Adobe
Walls on the site of the old Bent's Fort to expedite their
work. .The Comanche, CGheyenne, and Kiowa made a combined at-
tack upon the post under the leadership of Quanah Parker, a
Comanche chief.. The Battle of Adobe Walls began at daylight,
dJune 27, 1874. An estimated 700 .Indians made the attack a-
-gainst less than two score white men. Most of the Indians
were killed - or wounded and more than fifty dead horses were
found on the field.35 The overwhelming defeat of the Indians
several days later shook the confidence of the Gomanche lead-
;eﬂrﬁnnthe medieine man: It was:=as tHEwresult:of-thiﬁ battle
through the false guidance of their own medicine men that
&haaQuahada Comanche which had been the most éeflant band

A B e i

34Powell Seventeenth Annual Report, Pe 201.

35Thoburn, A Standard Hlstony of Oklahoma II, PP
496-499, : e R
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of the tribe, became submissive. Part of the Quahada band
surrendered at Fort Sill in April, 1875; the remainder, num-
bering about four hundred and following the leadership of.
Quanah, surrendered June 2, 18'?5.36

The most influential Comanche during these years af-
ter the Civil War was Chief Ten Bears, who was a prominent
spokesman for his tribe in all councils until his death in
1872. Altheugh chief of the Yamparika band, he:spoke: for
all:the tribe at the Medicine Lodge council in October;:

1867.27

He spoke for peace, but, according to Comanche cus-
tom, he could not bind any group oubtside his.own band. It
is for this reason that many of the treaties with the Coman-
che were not kept. There were too many small divisions and -
bands, each headed by a leader whom they called chief. -

Of the thirteen original bands of the Comanche tribe,
only:five ‘have been known to. exist since the middle of: the
nineteenth century, and, today, in the tribe that numbers.
around 2,000, the.younger generation-hardly know:that-there

-were.sueh divisions. The Penateka ("Honey Eaters“)58 were

‘ 55Jbseph B. Thoburn "and mnrlel H. wright Oklahoma,
A Historz of the State and its Peeple (New York: TLewis

Historical P Puhllshing Cdmpany, Ine., 1939), ?bl. x, CPPELEh
440-443. i - 1

i

37Eowell, Seventeenth Annual Re?ért,ﬁ_?:“"

53Mboney, op cit., pp. 1044 £.
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in Texas during the nineteenth century. The Ditsakana, or
Yamparika ("Root Eaters," sometimes translated "Root Diggers")
occupied the extreme northern part of the Comanche country,
The Kochtsoteka ("Buffalo Eaters") roamed around the Cana-
dian river country. The Quahada ("Antelopes"™), the most
outstanding and warlike band; lived *on the edge of the tim-
ber country in eastern Texas. . The Nokoni ("Wanderers"), .
came .to be known as the Detsanaywuka :("Bad Campers," still
conveying the idea of "wanderers"™ in the sense that they -
did not stay in one place long enough to. érect.good camps)
when the name was tabooed, aceording 'to eustom; after the
death of a ‘chief who hore the same name.®® The Nokoni -band,
prominent in frontier raids, seems. to be-.agsociated with the
Quahada division. Nokoni;-a Quahada Comanche,; was such a
dominating figure in his later years that his braneh of the .
tribe is.often referred to as the Nokoni Comanche.%0 - His
son, Quanah Parker, succeeded him as :chief of the Quahada, .
and; eventually, he was recognized.as-the :sole chief..of :all
Qﬂ&;ﬁ@%ﬂnﬁhﬂkmrihﬂﬁer.ha-aaﬁsrnaﬁaeﬂi whe nho .

vk wn: The story of the .Comanehe -ginee .his-surrender ‘and.- -

el onEe but a8 RASnorary ons do@lgmaved o oa wErrier vho
o 59%he Northern Shoshoni indicate local groups with

names consisting of the word "eéater™ 6 which the kind o6f"

food was ‘prefixed. Robert H. Lewley -"The Northern iShoshone,™

- Anthropological Papers-of the Ameficah Miuseum of Natural His-
tory (New York, 1909), Vol. 1L, Part I, p. 206.

40?aul I. Wellman, "Cynthia Ann Parker," Chronicles
of Oklahoma, XII (June, 1934), 163-1703
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" confinement on the reservation is one of development and

- change from the roving .warrior to the peace-loving, self-
sustaining citizen who ‘is loyal -to his countryts govern-

" ment.

Quanah Parker, the son of Cynthia Ann Parker and

< Peta Nokoni, ‘the famous leader of many war parties, and

" the last chief of ‘the Comanche, stands as a symbol of the
"before and after" picture 1n the hlstory of the tribe.
After his surrender in 18?5 he Jused hls influence in be-
half of peace and civillzatlon and urged his people to take
up the "white man‘s road " He establlshed a beautiful home,
which still stands, at the foot of the Wichita Mountains in
Comanche County. He adoyted the family name of his white
mother, of whom he was very pro}_}d. Cynthia Ann Parker, as
a girl of nine yegis; ﬁas captured from her home by the Qua-
hada Comanche banﬁ after an attaék in 1836 on Parkert's Fort,
a wooden barricade for the defense of neighborhood families;él
Many years later she was recaptured by the Texas Rangers.
Quanah, as;far.as can be ascertained, was the only chief

who was the son of a chief. The position was not an inher-

ited one, but an honorary one?designated to a warrior who

“lyames T. BeShlelds, G thla Anne Parker (St _
Louis: Chas. B. Woodward Prlnfi and Book Mfg. Co., 1886),
Pe 10;
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had proved himself a natural leader of his people and wor-
thy of the responsibility that the position held,

He is buried in the. Post Ozk Mission cemetery four
miles west of his home, beside his mother, where every Mem-
orial Day the Indians gather with flewers amd flags to dec=~
orate graves-in an-elaborate fashioni A monument erected to

his memory carries the inseription:

RESTING HERE UNTIL DAY BREAKS AND
snnnows FALL aum DARKNESS DISAPPEARS Is
o | QUAHAH PARKER | |

LAST CHIEF OF THE COMANCHES
BORN 1852
DIED EEB~ 25 1911
THIS MDNBMERT ERECTED HNBER ACT OF CONGRESS
APPRQVED JUHE 23 1926 |




CHAPTER TIT
'ECONOMY

In discussing the economy: of the Comanche;' I.shall-
stress the life of the tribe in the traditionary period be-
fore 1900 rather than that of the present. What is writ- -
ten of the Indian of yesterday-is hardly true:of him today:
and will be less true of the Indian of tomorrow, but it is
the past that is reflected in the oral literature to be
found $odays: ¢ Toon wfonan,

: ‘The Comanche were essentially nomad buffalo hunters
and not agriculturists.l .The economy of the tribe is so
closély linked to the buffalo, from.whieh food, shelter, and
elothing were derived, that the: Comanche are sometimes thought
of as the "buffalo Indlans. The wa:nderings of the tribe
were morev\ often th&zx -no‘b ge,verne& hsr the hah:l.ts of ‘the migra-

- &
G Eis ¢

-toryésa“ﬁdanél' #hat roamed frem ner:bh‘ '1;0 south or fnem east to
west:for: :E‘aragé. ' P

. weveral early huntlng methods were used by the Co—

___f:'ooney, __2. cit., p. 1045. 'y

ZFawin

: Eastma.n Seven and Kine Years ﬁmang the co-., ‘

5manches and ;A.paohes (J‘ ersey Gity- “Clark .‘i'ohnson, 1873), s
‘PP. 142-149,
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manche: He sometimes drove the buffalo into traps. He al-
80 has been known to approach them in buffalo robes or the
skins of a wolf for disguise, Prairie fires set in a cir-
cle were used, at times, to enclose any desired game.5

Hunting expeditions, under ordinary conditions, were
made twice a year, spring and fall. The one in the fall was
most important for securing .food .to be stored for the win-:
ters. "Soldiers" of the:tribe were used to control movements
in a large expedition after "scouts®™ had previously located
the herds of buffalos - '

-.0f equal importance-to -the existence of the Coman-
che was the horse. This animal, too, was so linked with
the tribe that they have often been referred to as "horse
Indians."* It is diffioult to determine the date at which
- the Comanche acquired horses, but the earliest ones seem to
have bgen of the wild breed. Catlin says:

The wild horse .of these regions around the Coman-

che village is a small but very powerful animal; with
. exceedingly prominent eye, sharp nose, hig nosﬁril
small feet and delicate leg, and undoubtedly, have
~oSpTHng from g stock dntroduced by-the :Spaniardsy at- the
‘time of the invasion of Mexico; which having strayed
1y OTL upon the prairies; have. nun -wild, and stocked the

' ' 5S e Goodrich The Manne;é and Gustoms of the Amer-
ican Indians. {Boston: . J; g Hiékman T XBAZY) - pa 285, -

4‘W‘arren K. Mborehead “The American'Ihdlan in the .
the Uhlted States, 1850~1914 {Andover, Mass.: Andover Press,
1914), Pe. 511.
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plains. . 2

The Comanche of today give a similar account. They
say the animal, according to trédition, wasg small, powerful,
long-winded, fast, and agile. Some tribesmen recount stor-
ies of capturing these horses from the wild herds of the
plains and mountaing. Three methods seem to have been used:
laying & trap, which was a sort of natural pit over which-a .
blind of branches was placed; chasing them into a natural -
enclosure in which they were cornered; and, after a few had
ﬁ#en~eaptured'andabreken for use, chasing the wild horses
until they were: run-down; and then lassoing them.  The las-
8o is a "thong'afﬁraW‘hide; some ten.or fifteem yards in. . .
length, twisted or braided, with @ noose fixed at the end
afdts ot

The introductien of the horse revolutionized the
mode-of 1ife for the Indian, and its importance camnot be
overestimated. :Without it, as Powell explains, the Comanche
was a "half-starved skulker in the timber. . . . With:he
hoP¥se hé was transformed:into: the-daring buffalo hunter,:
ablé to précure in-a single day énmough food to :supply his
femily foria’year;, leaving him free to sweep:the:plains-with
his‘wér'ﬁé?giéé;ﬁq”'Tﬁ“é&éiﬁiﬁn'thé“hdrsa'gibﬁided“ﬁbfé'ﬁan-

Scatlin, op. git., IT, p. 66,

6. Enee Be B,
.__Ibid_' y P 65,
7

Powell, Sevefiteenth Amnual Report, p. 161.
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venient group mobility, and, as will be brought out later,
created a greater variety of interesting sports and games.
From the point of view of capital and wealth, the worth of
a warrior was measured by the number of horses in his pos--
session, In trade, the horse was often used as a medium .
of exchange when the value involved was -comparatively: high.
On the march, in early times before the' coming of the lorse,
‘dogs were utilized to pull whatever baggage was not carried
on the human back. An A-shaped contrivance; ‘as ‘deseribed
by Wissler, was made of poles upon which packs were placed.
These were known as travois. The smaller end was hitéhed
0o the back of the dog. With the introduction of the ‘horse,
a larger but similar carriage was formed by binding tepee
poles to the sides of the saddle and lashing the pack of
rolled-up tepee: at the back.s Large units on the move were
accompanied by'a band: of "soldiers" that ‘Served as polices

The wedpons of the Comanche ‘were simple. Besides
the -guns ‘that they aequired from traders, they used ‘the

 Dow ‘and drrow and a -Tance. The ‘drrows ‘wereé cdrried inla

iqdiveri * The laidé that was used while the Comanche was

. mounted -6 a hdrséhwas*sémBWhaﬁﬁshértér#ﬁhaﬁ"théfeheuhsadufg

o T L L T R PN e
8W1ssler, Hbrth Amarlcan Indlans ef the Plains,
13. B A :
S "9
Ibid., p. 16. ) _
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earlier.

A method for preserving meat for winter or summer
storage has long been in-use, that of drying it in the sun.
A thick chunk of steak is cut into a long, broad; thin slice
much as one would. peel an apple by cutting around and around
but going directly to the. core instead of remaining on the-
surface. These slices are hung:on poles or racks éut of-- ..
reach of the dogs, which, besides horses, were thegr only.
domesticated animals, Afteri the meat is throughly dried,
it may be eaten as it is withisalt and grease; it may be
boiled and served as-a warm dish; or it may be left dry,
pounded with a stone until it.-is fine, and then seasoned
with grease and salt. This'dried meat, for which the Eng-
lish term is pemmican, was carried or.stored.in parfleche,
bag-like holders of rawhideii-O

For spoons; buffalo hoofs were used:. When the hoofs
are boiled for a long time, the top and inside come off,
leaving.the .clean shell. -Buffalo hides;. dried into wvari-
‘ous. shapes:for use;:iserved.as dishes end containers.- The -
;ﬁiiﬁ$7ﬂ@§“$hﬂi$ﬁmﬂtﬁhé:““?Exfe
met oo The . lodge-of the Gomanche;-instead of ibeing of :grass,
logs, or sod, was a. tepee ( 'ﬂl@s:tcl;éke,aﬁ) of -buffaloe skin, -

later replaced by canvds. The tepée, differing from the

1%issler, N. A. Indisms of the Plains, pp..26 f,
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‘dome~-shaped wigwam of bark or mats, is a conical framework
of long slender poles covered with bark, skins, or mats and
was used between the Mississippi River and the Rocky Moun-
tains,* At the top, where the poles can be seen protruding,
are extra wing-shaped protectors to keep the wind out of the
hole at the apex where smoke escapes: - They can be regulated
by the outside poles to which: they are attached. The fire -
‘is built near the center, and the beds of buffalo skin are

‘placed around the sides. on ‘the, ground. ' Many tribes use a

“%tripod formation of:polas@%arbutbtbe Comanche; emong  a few

others, use four main:poles. :The tepee is made, ‘cared for,
and set up:by the women: ofr the tribe. 'Near their tepees
are erected brush shades and‘'arbors, made by. throwing bran-
‘ches of trees over-a framework of poles. They call this a
"her kee.™

Women of the tribe wore more: clothing than:the men.
The garment, made of deer or elk skins originally,: and ' cloth

later, was a-simple; one=piece: sleeveless-dress, bound at

Thevwaist by a girdle.: .The:chief garment for:the men. was a -
:hﬁgeuhwclbuﬁhanﬂ-ieg coverings of gkins. The foot wear for

both men and.women was the moceasin’ with leggins of pliable-

textured. skin and soles of stiff rawhide. Attached to the

llyissler, Indians of-the Ui S., p. 303.
12y3ssler, NeUA: Indians: of. the Plains; p. 35.
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heel of a moccasinwds a fringe of leather or the tail of
Ssome hairy animal.

Before the introduetion of c¢loth, skins were used
everywhere. The dressing of pelts was, thus, an important
industry, which was carried on'by the women of the tribe.l®
-Soft bags, thongs, the uppers of moccasins; cradles, and .
garments were made of the pliable texture, involving an ela-
borate process of preparation. Rawhide was used for par-
fleche, shields, dishes, drums, sOles of moccasins, and
other articles. Hide_scrépefs-ﬁére, at different times; of
bone, stoﬁe,.and éurvéd iron blades with wooden handles.

Face paint, considered an improvement in their ap-
pearance, was general, the prevailing color being red. In
his journal Gfagg says, "With respect to dress and other
ornaments, . . . the idea of the civilized world is reversed
among the Indians. The fair sex paint less than the men--
use fewer ornaﬁents generally. . . « A mirror is his idol.

« « « He is also rarely without his tweezers ; . o nld
These comments are still applicable to the old-timers. Smok-
ing the clothing and body with "sage, sweetgrass, and other

aromatic plants was practiced."ls The men pride themselves

l450siah Gregg, op. cit., Ps 329.
15yissler, Indians of the U. S., p. 303.
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with long tresses or braids that are sometimes lengthened
with buckskin, buffalo hair, or bright silk fashioned into
a smooth "role." Even these miner customs show the vanity
that so often is attributed to the Comanche,

In general, the Comanche, as well as the other tribes,
in their struggle for existence, "acqnlred a store of knew—
ledge as to the klnd of llfe neeessary to 1lve in thls eoun-
¥ v & & » and by experlence knowledge and achlevement

l&ld an economic foundatien. . . .el6

16@20, P._:_'m‘: sy
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CHAPTER IV
SOCTETY

The lelsure of tribal llfe in the earller days af-
forﬁed partlclpatlon in many gamcs and sports even among |
the womsn. The contests were conducted among members of -

-

one tribe or camp or 1n 1nter-tr1bal tournaments. It 13 -

surprlslng hOW‘m&nY of th;ée games are crude forms of g&meg

Played today. ' | .“ : '._ : . @ :
| Besldeé horse-raclng and huntlng, among the sports;-ﬁ

arrow shooting was the most poyular. The target about the

'slze of a brlck was placed at a dlstance of about one hun-

dred-firty Teet, USually eight or nlne took part in the ar-

row shﬂotlng contast. The archer who hlt the target became

owner of all the arrows shot at the target. An expert ar-'
s FATTE Al el £
row-shcoter never had to wnrry aboux making his own arrows.

it, paas 551, oF Lries Tor ooReurd. P

Perhaps the roughest 6f all the sports 13 the ‘stiek

ball game, a eamb1nat1on of basketball hockey, pole and

g

reatball, played with as many as fifteen or twenty on"éaeﬁ

side.' All the players carry twv stlcks about a yard in

length The ends are cup-shaped to hold a small ball that

st Mol esmedheieniiocning ... e R
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is relayed by means of these sticks from one player to anoth-
er, It is surprising how far the ball can be thrown in this
manner and how skilfull the players become in handling the
sticks. The game is played on a rectangular field two hun-
dred feet or longer in length. The goals are two six-foot
poles, placed two feet apart, at eaeh end of the field. As
in polo the small ball must p&ss.betWéen the poles, counting
one point. As there are no rules governing foul plays, any-
thing can happen and usually does.. Tripping and shoving and
the use of stieks for clubs are quite: common. ' The players: -
assemble on the field, painted and dressed.to suit their own
taste and fancy. While the acting official is announcing the
game, the players gather under their own goal:. and: proceed to
mill around, chantihg in unison. Then the official calls
the teams to the middle of the field, lires them up facing
each other, and then tosses the ball in their midst. The -
scramble begins. When ‘a player gains possession of the ball,
he ‘slings- it toward: his goal. whére snother waits to receive
ity passes Ht on, orvbries flor a ‘score. When apredetermined-
score has been ireached by one sidey the game is overy -

”%Hoﬁﬁsr?popular'gamesuinclude?fdﬁtqraeing,ﬂ&”hand‘gama

of stlcks, a hoop game, and a hand ball game. Accordlng to

'Lowie, the hand game 18 stlll one of the mﬂst popular games

among the Nbrtharn Shoshoni l with whqm the quanche were‘

lLowie, "The Northern Shoshone,™ op. eit., p. 195.
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at one time affiliated.

The Comanche were long noted as the "finest horse—
men of the plains and bore a reputation for dash and cour-
age."z Their sports, hunts, and attacks on the enemy, in -
which the horse was used, bear out this statement. Horse-
racing, in which the winner of. each race took the competi-
tor's horse, was a popular sport.® The small wild horses
that had been captured and brought under: control made ex-—.
cellent race horses. The breed:was developed -and trained,
and as late as the early twentieth century many of the mem-
bers of. the tribe still possessed: excellent race horses.
Asva child I possessed one. that: had.been used as a race
horse and had previously belonged to Mow-wat. As long as
I had the horse, the mose of no;other horse was. allowed to
get past his. Even in his:age he was active and useful. .

Ln‘hunting,gsince=$he Comanehe had learned the art
of what practically amounted:toe trick riding, he manipulated
his arrows: in an equally skillful: manner,:sometimes shooting
under tHé:horge's:neckiialong &ide. his: body, forward or back-
ward. - Swinging hisibody: déwn'e'*aeﬁ4= ofe" side with his heel hang-

ing over ‘the back:of the horse, the. rider:was held in a com-

B EREET T A T R ST M TR

3Mboney,‘“2. elt., p._1046.j

BT A, B&bb In thﬁ Bosqm‘gg he Gomanches (Dallas'
John F. Wbrley Prlntlng Cemyany, 1912 P. 58,
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fortable position with the use of a hair halter braided in-
to the horse's mane. His heel on the back of the horse
steadied him and aided- in restoring-him to his natural posi-
tion or, in some instances in changing to the other side of
thé-horse. Prairie chickens, as well as the larger prey,
were often shot in this manner. .-

‘This feat was learned:and practiced by every young
man:-of the tribe.  The Comanche adapted its use to engage-
ments in battle as well, falling to:one side ofi.the other
to use the body of the horse for.protection from the enemy:
and still preserving the. ability to handle the bow and. ap<:
row. Catlin gives one:of: the best descriptions of this
"stratagem of war™ as he terms it. The illustration that
accompanies his. discussion is equally good, as well as ac-
curate.* The shield was also handled with dexterity. Upon -
approaching the enemy the warrior allows the shield to:hang
in front, but, in a sudden:dash’'to:the'side or- in:retreat,
‘he-shifts it to the proper:place  foriprotection, - =
%ﬁm&m@ﬂaThﬁaEﬂmanQBGQEmhroughif&miiyﬁandatrihaluassebiation;
ﬁcq&iregzaaiﬁve‘6run&ture;3g:révbngnt;ﬁhe&ienae“toahiSfpar-
@nﬁscanﬂﬁcideramgmberSief?@isaﬁribe;;and a primitive: dig--=
fni§?Lan&¢refianen$;thatiisﬁhardethQBSQribe;erWith the ehild
‘there was no fipampering and’ éljoii'iné , and the period of in-
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fancy spent wrapped to the cradle board . . . protected the
child and taught self reliance and patient waiting."d

Babies were laced into cradles made of dressed skins
strapped or fastened to two narrow boards that extended about
eighteen inches above and three inches below“the main part
of the carrier. This cradle could be worn on the back of-
The mother, -stood upright against a wall or post, or set in
a reeclining position.

-In conneetion with their practice of applying ap-
propriate. names to-children, adults, and neighboring tribes,
the Comanche also finds pleasure .in naming his-white friends
and neighbors. This seems to be a custom ameng-all Plains
Indians. = .

-+ My name, -for example, was selected by my parents
with the aid of. the Indians. My father:had been a missionary
among the CGomanche for several years before converts were
brought into the church. Around the date of my birth, a

. . woman. by the .name. of Herwanna (prenounced herg'wah'ne in
5 _';*;ﬁmaysha)zwaaaamm@gaa#hﬂr early. members: of: the ehurch-who:
g ;i_gmi‘.'héﬁtiﬁed; «Thesname signifying:"dawn.of day" seemed: -
appropiriate enaugh.to designate my. birth as the approximate
beginning of the Post Oak Mission church memberahip,”

> ..‘

B “Mrsi i B. Lawson,  "The Indian Child," Oklahoma
Yosterday--Today--fomorrow, edited by Lerona Rosamond Mor-
- ris (Guthriess:Co-Operative:Publishing: Gompany, Pec.;.1930),

Vol. I, p. 149,
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Neming a child, especially a boy, 'is an important
matter with the Indian.  As soon as a distinctive eventjor
circumstance associated with the e¢hild, or an assertion on
his part occurs, a name is given. Any distinguishing mark
of behavior or appearance may also determine the choice of
8 name. That name’'is often given by.an elderly tribesman.
Then throughout the rest of the.boyts life his name may ‘be
changed as often as-a new namé seems’ to be more designative
for that ‘individual. .These¢intervals are ususlly at six’ -
years, -in adoelescence, and “in adult life. When he goes to
war and performs some meritoricus deed, he most assuredly:
wins a new nane. of etah'onor;ﬁ * Girls are seldom known to change
their names, not even-'at_.mmiagesf?- - Most Comanche are kind
To ‘their children; cruelty-to ehildren is looked upon with
contempt. Besides the father and mother, there:.are the
medicine man; the grandfgther, uncle, and old members in
the tribe that make up the group of instructors under whose
direction:the child is to come .to maturity. Each boy looked

forward to:tlesbime -whén %he would:be & igreat warrior and

‘Hunteér and+he wasieager ‘to-learnm from his elders the lore

andrites .of ‘his pedple."d  He tried to live. Ap:to the ideal

o !

6Salomon _p_ G:Lt., pp. 5'}'9-383 _ |
7W1ssler N. A. Ind.ians of the Pla:ms, p. 86 £,

%@Eagn, "The Indian Child,"™ op. cit., p: 151.
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of manhood set before him. The ideal embodies courage, am-
bition, endurance, bravery, generosity, nobleness of char-
dcter, fidelity, honesty, and skill in the hunt and war.
Boys are taught bravery and are trained for the fight at a
very early .age. ' Great pride is taken in the male .child by -
the entire tribe, but more especially by the father who -
hopes for a brilliant future for the lad. Sometimes the
paterndl grandparents .adopt the first born if it be a boy.
Girls are taught to:be patient, wvirtuous, obedient, faith-
ful, loyal, and industrious.

Children ‘as:young as 'six years are invited to join
the :‘dances and allowed to enter the inner circle. Early,
then, they learn the "rhythm and song of the dance."® The
children learn a certain:degree of co-operation by playing .
in groups,; romping, .climbing trees, swimming. The boys -
were furnished especially comstructed bows and arrows for
play and practice, and:the girls had miniature dolls, eradles,
tepees, and-other similar toyss - ~o: - v
- sioves wFhe Comanche childrwaswtaught -his place and manners

in.the. pregenge -0f -hig eldersior guests, not speaking unless

speken:to. He acqguired; through-his-training; a pleasure-.
in fellowship with his kinsmen, especially with the members
- of 'his own family which in the tribée was & closely kit unit.

R L gros S T
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 Great importance is attached te the first "kill®

. of a young brave. Any adult who first hears of the event

- or discovers it by witnessing it may. enter the tepee of. the
- boy's family to take any article that suits his fancy, even
. though it. be a prized possession such as a gift from a mem-

- ber of another tribe; or it-may be an article of great in-

trinsie value such as a ceremonial suit, blanket, or sad-
+dles If the mother of the boy realizes the situation early
“enough, she:places the things she.mgstﬁcherisheshin a se-
{ cure hiding place.
i - ‘When grown to adolescence, a boy's place was on the
¢prairie or with his horse, and a girl's place was around
“the tepee and .in the camp. -
In-establishing a home or family, a man was permit-

ted to marry as many women as he desired, but very few had
rmere tham three wives. Nokoni, the previously mentioned -
cohief,; remained faithful to one, his white blue-eyed; blond-

rhaired.Cynthia Ann Parker;: whom-he honored highly:1% -Asno

?algxes@wgrgmkepb3agdasérvan$s were unknowny:the: aristodra=: .
ttie . family,; Wissler. says, could meetithe:sitnation:only by
rinereasing: the number of ‘wives and ‘regarding the first wife

raSﬂthe,hQQGQGfﬁthe.family_andwthe:bthersiaS"suhOraiﬁatéSill

-

19e11man, -"Cynthia Ann Parker," op. cit., p. 166.
_11Wissler,‘§.:§. Indians of the Plains, Pp. 86-87,
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In some instances, captive boys were. used as servants; the
captive girls, after they had grown to womanhood, were usual-
ly married to some tribesmen. Although the captives taken

in "revenge" raids were often tortured, many have experienced

such excellent treatment that accounts relate their subse-

quent attachment to the tribe,

In general there was virtue among the women, but if

a man's wife were untrue to him, he had the right to dis--

figure the woman's face to.make her, henceforth, unattractive
by slashing her nose, her ears, or by mutilating her in some .
other way. An odd custom, reversing the. American custom of
giving a gift to newly weds, is the one allowing a sister- -
in-law or brother-in-law to take anything belenging to the
couple, such as a horse, blanket, saddle, bow and quiver, or
sonie other article of real wvalue, as a souvenir. These were
highly prizéd "takes." A young man and woman enjoy a period
of courtship before marriage, the "marriage"™ being nothing
more than a mutual agreement between the couple and the girl's
relatives;- involving ne formal ceremony or-publicity.  Gregs,
howéver . reports marriage feasts and dances in the: early
nineteenth century.l? Child marriages are unkmown, a girl
often playing with her dolls and other children until eight-

12Grogs, 0p. elb., P. 345, .
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een. The usual marriage age was around twenty-one. The
bridegroom often tekes the bride on the warpath with him; -
that trip probably corresponds to the white man's honey-
MOoOoN.,

Just as the Comanche lacked political organization,
they, also, are not known to have much civic or social or-
ganization, having few societies, lodges, and orders. One
secret order known to old-timers is the Black Crow Lodge.
According to Burlin, an organization may "bear the name
of some animal whose virtue or psychic power it, incorporates.wl<

- Burial rites, in the early days, were crude but
simple. - Upon the death of the member .of: the tribe, the body
was wrapped, placed over the back of a horse, and taken to-

‘ward the mountains that were usually in the. vicinity of a

Comanche village. Two or three men usually accompanied the

body. After the procession had reached a place part way up
the side of the mountain, one of the men would give & signal

‘50 halt.  Dismounting he would look arqund for a cave, open-

d1g, or creviee into which the body was to be placed. When

-the- body: had. been lowered to the.selected spot, stones were
-get :on it until it was completely covered. . -

wo= 2o, Women-of the tribe, in mourning, cut their hair %o

13rs, Paul Burlin (Natalie Curtis), The Indian's

Book: (New York:: Harper and Brothers, 1907), P. S5l.
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shoulder length and dressed in drab-colored garb. A family
deserted, moved, or destroyed the tepee in which a death had
occurred. All personal possessions and articles which in any
way had been associated with the deceased were destroyed,
burned, or buried,

Some of these practices are still adhered to by older
ﬁémbers of the tribe, though most of ‘them are passing. If
a death is foreseen--and the Comanche is quite accurate in-
foretelling it-+-the patient is moved from the house to a.
tent in which to pass.his last hours and to receive any last-
minute aid from a medicine man. According to the old custom,
no souvenirs or reliecs - ‘are kept, ‘not because evil spirits are
thought ¥o inhabit them, but because:no-reminder of their -
loss, to which the tribe is keemly sensitive, is desired.
During lamenting and weeping beside the bier, it is.a mem-
ber of the mourning family that dries the tears. of a- sym-
pathizing friend to show-eppreciation and to :indicate the
time tozcease'érying;ueronyafter:thisnactianeallwﬂéeping
ehds; - Within my memory>there haveibeeh many occasions when
mahy=artieléSF0fﬂvalueiWErérﬁkasedAiﬁwbhé?caSket and above
the box.to be buried withuthe body.. -The amount sometimes’
w&85broughthalmcst-to”th6flevélxcf.bhéfsurﬁaeefofwthe ground,
- Among these articles wereﬁﬂeweiry,acoiﬁs,mbuckskin'9uits-or-

ceremonial costumes, saddles, quilts, and blankets. As a
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final sacrificial gesture a friend often took the shawl or
blanket from his back to be placed in the grave. It seems

that it was among the women that most of these saerifices

‘were made., The women are more demonstrative in material

ways, but the men weep just as long and loudly; both, for-

-merly, cried until hoarseness: developed. :When.the women

could cry no longer, they slashed their arms and legs or

pounded their bodies with stones.: - At times serious wounds

‘were thus inflicted, bringing much :suffering and, sometimes
~death. 'Many of the.older :Indians bear scars das a result of

- that practice.

- An unusual burial ‘Geremony, that could very well

be termed a celebration, wasithe aene that involved the sec-

~ond burial, on December 4, 1910, of Cynthia Ann Parker,

mother of the chief. .The body had been &xhumed from its . -

grave in. Texas where it had been:-buried after her death

there. The 'success of Quanah-Parker in-gaining: permission

+for the removal of her body - in:oerder.that .she eould be: . =
 Jburied -with:%his people™:wae a triwmph not only forcthe - -
ichief but «for the entire btribes: A-feast; which-ineluded -

.aheef, espeelally butchered ‘for the ocecasion; and a wagon

"load of ﬂéIicaeies of every descrlpﬁlon, was furnlshed by
‘the:- chlef far the whltes anﬂ Indiéﬁg’&like at Post ‘Gak Mis—

sion.
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The dances of the Comanche, like those of the North
Ameriecan Indians in general, impress one as being-“cléan,
beautiful, dramsatic, interpretive, rhythmic exercise,ml4
Usually accompanied by drumming or music, the dances were
often a part of special ceremonies. For that reason, ori-
ginally, the three (music, dances, ceremonies) were insepar-
d¥liey Folloing i i

Amcng"the most common dances of the tribe are the
War Dance, Crow Dance, Gift Danc¢e, Sun-Dance, Buffalo Pancé,
Forty-Nine Dance, Round Dance, and Two+Step.. They took lit-
tle part in the Ghost Dance that swept through many tribes!
in-the nineteenth century.t® -

The dances -of the tribe, especially the Round and
Two-Step, which are secial rather than ceremonial in:nature,
employ a rhythmic bending of the-knees. They are accompanied
by the drumming which begins :in‘ rapid unrhythmic beats that
finally drone away into regular, heavily-accented ones-and
thenuend-With thé uneven noisy.beats again, The War Dance
and some:of thé other-eceremonial~dances are much more spir-
ited and-require nimble: ankle and toe action accompanied by
rhythmic movements-of::the entire bedy, including the armss .

 Mezuia i, ustres, Tho Kuythn of the Redman (ew
‘York: -A. S Barnes:and.Company;: p. Yibovnco o

Looney, op. eit., "1'5‘.""164“5,
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During the years, "social dances increased in favor and with
the passing of the old religion the ceremonies_.waned.‘.'l5 .

The Round Dance, a typical, simple, and very popu-
lar dance is enjoyed by the child as well as the adult.
Forming a circle, the dancers face the center and move to
the left with a rhythmic stepping to the ;side, the right.
foot following the left. Often an inner circle is formed
for the younger meémbers of the tribeé. For variation, the:
dancers scmetimes move toward the center, while -the general
movement is to the left, gradually closing:in ‘until the dan-
cers are in close quarters; then the ‘movemsent reverses until:
they gain their original circle»ericincleé; W% Rad

The Two-=Step can be danced by couples in‘a cirecle,
each couple facing: the one in front of him, This -dancey @
though not especially spirited, is a beautiful omne to watch.
The ‘step is 'somewhat jmore camplicated than the Round Dance,
but many children delight in partieipating:in dits ‘movement:
and are often better than the older dancers. . . ' urniss
vhis oPHe Buffialo Dance was used as g means dﬁébf@ﬂgihg
the buffale herds nearer. +An ‘unexpected buffalo migration:
Yeaves the Indian withoub:'food ‘stored.  Not ‘wishing to wisk .
hunts that required passage through another tribe, the tribe

arranges -a buffalo ‘dance ‘that will provide the magic power: .

1ﬁhansmﬁ535;gg.igitﬁ,{yp;aﬁzmtiaﬁ
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of drawing the animal back to the vicinity. As Eastman de-
scribes the dance, edch participant uses the mask of.a buf-:
falo head, dancing day and night: until exhausted. Weary
dancers sink on all fours; a bow is drawn faking a kill; and
the weary one "slain" is oarried off. After he has been
"skinned" the mask goes on:the head of another dancer who
takes his‘place.l?-

-The Gift Dance has been explained by a Comanche in
the following manner: The Indians are aivery: friendly and!:
appreciative people. When they: once become attached to some-
one; their friendship is said:te last forever;: The Comanche
expressed this friendship in what: they called -Gift Dances.
If they became friendly with the members of another tribe, -
they gave a Gift Dance. in-honor of that tribe. . The extended
invitation implied (as all:Plains Indians. knew) the:fact
that gifts would: be: presented to them upon-their arrivals ..
The big dance lasted for three or four: days, as most :of them
do.. In general, the various tribes believed in returning
- this hospitalitysyoThey-attempted;iiof eourﬁé;ata%ekeeﬁazru
theiruiormbr;hbatsvin“geaerosity@gmneh&as&hostesseS?in white
soofety do today. At times _'t"_ﬁéf‘gﬁej_'g@ag;_gaeif most valu-

Sy i
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The dance was the tribal ceremony of the neighboring Kiowa
tribe, but other.Indians friendly to this tribe, among them
the Cheyenne and Comanche, generally attended "to watech
the proceedings and to sit in counecil with_the-Kiawa,ﬂle
for the ceremony of the sun dance had come to have a social
and political significanee to many of the Plains tribes. -

Dances .originally lasted ‘over a period of ten days
or several weeks depending upon the purpose of the festiv-
ities with which they were. connected. The ceremony for the
war dance: originated through the invitation of any tribes-

man who had suffered an injustice at. the hands .of the enemy

-which;heithoughtseailedsfor;nﬁvﬁnge._;Tﬁé various war dances

were for the purpose ©of ‘securing volunteers and of arousing
the fervid excitement, desire, -and determination to go on

the warpath.  When the leader of the ceremonies. -decided

that the time for:action had arrived, he caused the dancing

to cease .and preparations for going on the warpath proceed-
eddd s e

i ] o S -t e o 7 %, E
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i? Yk BTk B2 S & SN ke - dad ¢ R B n xaie 0 e o

gienders :ﬂ}heirsmewmzwﬂnmanm&-m&a sometiimes: take- place

:-‘ eitw "PP° i
lngbert H. Lawie “Dances and Secietles of the

:'Plalns Shﬂshene, Anthropological Papers of the American
Museum of Natural- Histbry'TEew'Eqﬁk: ?ﬂbliShBﬁ %y Gréer
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the peyote having been brought into the tribe at about the
middle of the nineteenth century from Mexico.  The peyote,
the dried flowering top of the peyote cactus plant, is:from
one inch to an inch and a half in diameter, one-fourth of
an inch in thickness, with a convex under-surface. These
brownish buttons are eaten by the participating men of the
tribe during the special rituals that proceed within the
ceremonial tepee., The effect of the peyote is minor until’
several have been eaten; then, they 'say it gives them visioﬁ,
wisdom, and an ability to understand ‘the course that the
fgpiritt tells them to-followi Doctors and scientists have
diagnosed the peyote as a harmful drug.-° To the Gomanche;
perhaps,: the effect, if’not. serious, is similar to that -
whieh they experience in their. dreams on the mountain top.
The Comanche. peyote bird is said to be the "sun-eagle™ just
under the risingysunégl

The.pnly;mnsicaluinstruments-known to have been used

by the: trihe ara;tha -drum-and.the- flute. The flute, ‘& long
LBS + _.;.;_1_ iR

;slender~1nstrnmenﬁvthat wasuﬁlayéd%in a pGBltlon frem the

: ismﬂewb “?eyete L under the
Jurkey - Gemmissioner, an;abridged -
campilation ;from: the files of theiBureau of. Indian Affaira
(chilocco Oklahoma: Chiloecco Indian School Printing Déw.

_parﬁment 1923].

31Wbsten.LaBarre,.“Tha Peyote Cult,™ Yale Univer-
sity Publieations: in . e Humber i9 (New Haven:
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mouth downward, was made of very light wood, probably wil-
low, hollowed with the openings necessary to play it. The
bugle, it is said, was often used to signal the time for am
attack when the tribe was eﬁqthe warpath, but it was most
generally used in tribal ritualss.

Having taken llttle part 1n the Ghost Dance, that
seems to heve produced many sengs among ether trlbes the
Cemanche have very feW'tradit1enel songs. Mbst of the sengs
that aecompany the drummlng for any dance are ehents. The

songs they do have ere particularly pleaslng for thelr “mar-

Itial ring or soothing softness" as the case may be 22 There

is, perhaps a greater varlety ef religleue songs than pegan
songs today beeause many have been translated from the Eng-
lish, retalnlng the old tune, and almost an equal number

have been cemposed. The latter are, ef course,'the more

native in quality, both in meledy and words,

The radical dlfferenoe, as Bensmore expresses it

between the mu31cal re&ctien of the Inﬂian end our own
: race As: thaty - originally, $the Indian used song as a
means of accomplishing definite resultis, « « « It was
~uged: in treating the sick, ‘in securing success in war .
and the hunt, and in every undertaking which the Indian
-felt: was beyond-his power as an Jdndividual. . « -« The °
early‘purpese of Indian music has freqnentlgsbeen deeig-
i naEeﬁ as 'ealling on fhe 3pirits fer help o

1'-.' LR A = ?I‘."_“""f Frapam i '?é.‘_'i":'{" g : fey "'.'_%_-’%'-.;_-i;f;_

'_' ‘;““'Qney, : ..E-; cit., Pe 1046.
23pensmore, op. cit., pp. 62 f.



CHAPTER V
ARTS AND CRAFTS

Tredltlonal Indlan art, as Douglas and D'H&rnouceurt
explaln it, can best be considered as "fclk art because it
is always and 1nextricably part of all soclal economic and
ceremcniel activ1ties of a glven scclety. It creates within
a. collectively establlshed scope of fcrms and patterns, and
always serves a deflnite utilitarlan or spiritual purpose :
that 1s accepted by the entire group wl

The Plains Indian, and that includes the Comanche,:
dreW'the thlng as he kneW'it and not as he saw 1t Palntlng

what one sees as he sees 1t from.a certaln p01nt cf vlew,

{7brlngs perspective to the result&nt plcture. " A horse at a

dietance appears smaller than the ene ‘nearer ycur 1ine of

vieien. The Indian knews it is not smeller and preceeds tc
”}“*e fi"'d ESEEAR Ad o .
repreduce it as he kncwe it te be. All Indian paintlng 1aeks

Lk T

perspeetive." This feature in the pieture will autcmatically

1 5

.......... 3 1Fredericiﬁ. Deuglas and RenewB'Earneuceurt Indian
Art the United States (New York: : Enseum af’ Hedern CATE,
11 W 53 Street, 1941), p. 12,
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eliminate atmospheric haziness and blurr. The essential
parts that make up the finished work of the Indian painter
are clear, sharply outlined, and bold in exciting, contrast-
ing colors. The Comanche, as well as Indians in general,
are born artistse.

In addition to figures, designs.and.symbols.hare:léng

been used in the tribe: Before beads were introduced, all

designing was done with paint. :Paints of:several colors, .

chiefly red, were made by mixing:a liquid:with soil from a:

soft rock containing the pigment. 1In some. instances the pig-
ment of plants was utilized. The articles that usually were
decorated with the designs' created’ were many: - bags, boxes,
drums; moceasins, shirts, leggings; buckskin suits, shields,
robes,; fans, lances, bows, arrows,:and tepees: " The Plains -
Indians were'quick to take up new elements, such as beads
and metal; which the white man intreduced. :While fitting
these newwmaterials.inﬁputheir old designs, they also added
new pabtbterhs.: They-began fdepieting horses and-American:
gaagsmloﬁgtagaaﬁz - Although-many tribes used percupine- qullls,
ﬁi@&mqgil&s;mandibﬁaﬁs efgshe@l before they: used heagg;§qthe

iy, Elocn. <nd 8] Tor L_a Farge, "Introduction to
American Indian Art," Exposition of Indian Trival Arts™
(New York: Exposition”@f Indian Tribal Arts, Inc.; 1931),
PP 25 Lo

5?1155161‘, ;&hans Qf tlle E S., 9-594:
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Comanche seems to have used paint exclusively for designing.
Feathers, shells, elk teeth, tusks, horns, and tails of fur-
bearing animals are used for decorations, but they are util-
ized for ornamentation rather than design.

The Comanche has decorative designs that can be rec-
ognized as distinctively Comanche, but he does not attach so
much significance to symbols iﬁ designs as do some of the
other ‘tribes, It may be that the white man has tried to inter-
pret too much in them. Much, seemingly, has been said about
symbolism in Indian art, but it is often "difficult to trace
and is much misunderstood. . . .'Actﬁally symbols were and =
still are used in most Indian civilizations both to convey
abstract concepts and to record facts.® The latter purpose
has resulted in pieture writing whieh most civilizations have
at times produced.

Among the designs often found on Comanche articles
are the border-and-hourglass pattern;® the cross, in the form
of the well kmown Greek’ cross, which may signify the four
poiiibs ‘of‘the cotipassy tHe drrow @hd ‘the ‘crossed arrows; the

sig~ndp ‘and ‘the ‘double zig-zag; the Headdress; the thunder-

bird; the'cactus flower; ‘and many' <& "

£ a1 R i ] i e A, S 8 S S

4szglas and B'Harnoucenrt, _E. cit., p. lé.

2 5John Canfield Ewers, Plains Indian Palntlng_(stans
ford Uhlverslty, California- Stanford Uhlver31ty Press,
— 1959), D RPN e SR
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Feathers were used to make the Comanche feathered

headdress and war bonnet, the shield, fans, and many other
articles. Feathers from the bald eagle were the most desir-
ed, but feathers of the turkey, prairie chicken, and other: -
fowl were used. A typical fan of feather used for tle pey=
ote céremonials had a beaded handle and measured ‘about twen-
ty-one inches.® The shield, from which several feathers
dangled on the lower arc, was made from:the thick skin 6f' .=

an old buffaleo's neck and was fashioned into a eircular

-gaucer=like shape and was covered with heavy buckskinj; it

was=ab0utﬁtwn'feet'in=diameter;y The feather of the golden
eagle was not used except in.connectien with.special cere=i
monies and the magic of the medicine man. In the process

of curing the illness of a tribesman, the medicine man .
wielded a feather of the golden eagle.

--In beadwork, there -seems to be a special technique

that is used by the:Comanche and to some extent among the : .
‘Kiqgg;anﬁ;Gaddeggiﬂgahamaa;gceremﬂnialrobjecta;aiﬁatwean;.;~
‘bagsjcsashesyijaeketisy -and vcradles ~(among: other objects)
are-decorated profusely with beadwork. : The unusual amount:

of iornamenting that.:is sometimes.found ‘en.cradles seems to: -

sGeorge G Waillant, -Indian-Arts in North America
(Naw”Yérk. Harper & Brathers PUblishing ‘Company, 1939),

"zBa-b_h 5 QP .gi‘bt._ 5 PP« 40 £, 7.
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‘bear out the reputation of the Indian for parental affection.

There appears to have been no weaving among the Co-
‘manche. Paottery was but rarely made. A few objects such as
the peace pipe were made of clay. The clay procured for the
‘Comanche pipe was usually of a brownish red color and quite
brittle. Beadwork on buckskin wrapped and stitched around
‘the pipe formed its most prominent ornamentation.

Elk teeth were used most extensively on the buckskin
;suits of the women; some of the garments were made to be al-
most twice their original weight .after all the teeth and
:other ornaments were added..rz,. s R A B

Appendages around the neck were popular in the tribe.
‘Some of these were made of dried wild berries, elk teeth;
and shells. Shells were also worn dangling from the ears,
as Catlin saw them. He also describes a boar's tusk that =
thung from the neck of one of the'ehiefs;2+

‘- Metal, after it was introduced by the white man, was
utillzed far varimus ennamentati@ﬂ. ﬁbtal pendants*gﬁtaﬁhed

to tha.pienced ear 1abe was a faxﬂrite_am@rg men as well ‘as

-womgn. A carved metal ornamﬂnt w&s uaed for hﬁl&lng a. man's

brilllant searf-like tla. ,Bxacelﬁms, rings, and.helt decor-

aﬂ G Grchard Beaﬁs and Be&dwcrk ef the Amsrlcan
Indians (HGW'York' Mnseumf_f The American Indian, Heye

'Foundatien, 1929], p’. 119.
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ations were also fashioned from metal.

The peak of art in general, among the Indians, came
in the nineteenth century, but reeently Indian arts and crafts
of all types have received the aftention of educators and the
Government (through the Department of the Interior) and a
great rev1val of 1nterest has been the reault Indian
schools, art departments of some of the leadlng universitles,
and museums have aecompllshed much in attemptlng to preserve
what has been done and to develop the fleld Altheugh COman-
che children attend school in many scattered places, the Gov—
ernment Boardlng School at Fort Sill in the eenter of the
Comanche area serves the trlbe meat directly.' Thls year,
1941 represents the seventleth anniversary of the founding
of Fort 8111 Indlan Sehool.

The Cemanche, as well as all Indlan tribes, have shown
their abilzty te utilize many of the thlngs medern 01viliza-
tion has brought. As Gh;ef Standlng Bear of the Sioux saidy

The Indian 1iked  the white man's -horse:and straightway
-became an expert horsemany he threw'away'his age-old. -
’vmapens,vthe bow and arrow, and matched the white man's
skill with gun and pistel; in the field of sports--
games Of" strength ‘@nd skill--the* Indian enters’ with no
“‘ghame in comparison; the white man's beads the woman'
- took, developed a technique and an art distinctly her
own with no competitor in design; and in the white man's
technique: of ‘song and’ ignee the Indian has made himself
-a creditable ‘exponent,-

P g s it Bl

s 1°chief Standing Bear; Lemd:of Ehe Goebted ¥
(Bostoa and New York: Houghton Wifflin Company,
side Press, Cambridge, 1933), p. 253,

ver-
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_CHA_I’I‘ER VI
LORE

It is difflcult to say just what folklore 1ncludes.
Llnked as 1t 1s to history, cultur&l anthropology, ethnol—

egy, and literature, 1ts scoPe is broad. Mr. Gommel has

.d1v1dad the subjects that constitute folklore 1nto four

'maln classes'“'superstitious bellefs, traditlonal custams,

traditlonal narratives, and folk-saying3° the last mentlon—
ed group may include Jlngles, proverbs nlcknamﬁs, and
place rhymes. o

- Tradltlonal narratlves may, in turn, he divided
nto éroups, Beckwith 2 Bacon,3 and H’alliday,4 suggest

AT

 Nires divis:!.ons For Ehat part of folklore that desls with

i 1899,}‘4 ,PO _iﬁﬁf‘ifi = '3.{: '.?..\..u iz 1‘-_‘.'.5.'-'_-.- G

' (Lon&;n‘ “Mothuon: & Oompany ; Ltd., 15257, 7. 5

lﬁeerge Taurence Gomme,;. The ]
(London;z ﬂaxiﬂ4ﬂh£$4-Tuhlishad 'QI ;

‘rha Wa::ren »éeek.mth, Esalklore ;Ln America Tt
(Poughkgepsie-- V&as&r Gpllege ?elklore Foundation, 19511,
Pe 35. Lohin . RaEEty o 5 R R

sJaﬂet Ruth Bacqn,yTha begge-of the Ar onﬁuts ?fy

_ 4Willi&m Reglnald Halllday, Greek and Roman FleF
lore (New Yerk:. Le;A.;_g, Green and Comp: eompany, 1927), pp.
94 ff, o
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narratives: myths, legends, and folktales. Myths, they
all agree, ex@lain.same-natural phenomenon ; 1egends-relate
popular history; and folktales wholly produets of the imag-
1nat10n, amuse. Here we heve sclenee hlstory, and romance

in their primitive forms, yet all three types at thls stage

-.can be termed a kind ef elementery literature because fan—

tasy finds expreseion in each of them. Even in the 1egend

that is based on true tradltlens-real places, real events,

.Treal peOple—-the veraclty of the acceunt ‘as Beckwith ex--

pl&lns it, “lies-ln 1ts truth te the soclal-experience'and
development ef the greup, net 1n its llteral truth to life
as we regard narret1ve."5 _ _ ' .

. Folklore, of ceurse, limlts 1teelf te the nnreeerd-
ed tradltlons which belong to a felk group whose life liee

close to the earth. .ks sueh the three ferees that allow. .

us to learn of thet unrecorded peet are best explained by

Mr. Gomme

Man has at all stagee in his _eareer attemgted to
rw;expl&in‘the natural phénomensa euﬂneuﬂﬁing and-affecting
him. -When such explanstions are unlverselly or general-

5:_‘11y docepted by aay tribe or people;  they cohstitute a

mythology and to some extent the rellgleus bellefs of
“igueh tribe or peopley i izt g
Again, man's course of life has been meulded at all
..gbages in his ‘career wnder” the influence of the surround-
ipng natural and physical phenomena; the flora and fauna
constitute his means of subsistence; his means of sub-
sistence have profeundly affeéted hlE manner of 11v1ng.

_ PBeciadth, op. Git., ¥- 90. -
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Contact between neighbouring but separated groups. of
men has of course largely affected the mode of life of
each group. When such influences produce a general
acceptance of certain definite rules which govern the
social intercourse between man:snd man or between tribe
and tribe, such rules are termed the customs of any
given tribe or peoplées. = .. '«

Thirdly, man in progre531ng or retrogradlng from
one stage of culture to another has ever tenaeciously
held to his old beliefs and to the practice of his old

- ecustoms. - Whatever causes may. have produced a change of
belief and a change in custom, the change in the first
place is rarely accepted in its entirety by a whole -
people. Change of belief or change of custom would
arise--in the stages of progress:before that of a set- -
tled civilization to which, for instance, Europe is
accustomed~-from change of habitatlon, a wholesale mi-
gration, or a wholesale conquest of subjugatlon, of ome
.people by another; also from general progress, '‘acqui-
sition of property and knowledge &e, Under these al-
. tered eircumstaneces, memories: of. the older: life would
be preserved and related to future generation,

-, Noting the. eperation:of these:three sgets .of forces
which regulate the life of man, it has been observed

- Phat within the c¢ircle: of~almps$ all:human. society, -
whether savage tribes or civilized countries, there
exist old beliefs,.o0ld customs,  old memories, which are
relics of an unrecorded past. These very important

.- faects. introduce us;to:the study of what has convenient-
ly been termed Folk-lore.

Hartland7 calls folklore the *sclence of Tradltionﬁn

which includes "custqms and instltutions, superstitlons and
L bk ¢ B chioas, 1 Ta $ 5

medlcal practice and many other things besides stories.
Consgr s7abLel3 weaving govi foxdtuns, Ths nwhas L

As to the narratlves ﬁe classlfles them.roughly into twa

greups--those told for amﬁsement and those 1ntended for be-

R i AR i Lo et
. .-4\'\-‘1 -.u‘,-hx \.-‘ el H A

lief on the part of the hearar.

.5.

‘TE. S« Hartland,;Folklore: :What Is It and What Is
oo~ the Good of It (No. 2, London: DPavid ﬁutt 9" ) Pp. 2 f.
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It has been the experience of the writer that narra-
tives are so closely linked with customs, beliefs, traditionms,
and folk-sayings that it is impossible to segregate them.
One explains the other. The meaning, and hence the appre-~ .
ciation, of the narratives is lost if one does not know the
background of the folk from:which the narratives issue,
Interest in traditional narratives began to appear
Just as the narratives began to:disappear. Among the notable
efforts to preserve falklere 'in-general -in Ameriea is that
of -the American Folklore Society.founded in 1888, The ma-
terial of the AFLS, however, covers the felklore of the .
Negroes and white people of America -more widely than that
of the American Indian., The ‘primitive Indian has been dealt
with chiefly by anthropological societies. Recent studies
of the Comanche were-madexbyaGOLHMbia“anthropélogiSts whose
- publiecation has not yet appeared.as far as I could ascertain,
The:religion and customs of the Comanche are steeped
in superstitious:-beliefs and-practicés, There: are thosge that
concern isymbols ‘bearing good fortune: The ‘number  four,. for

: éxampka, symbolic of the four points of the compass to which
they attach . muchisignificanceé; is one thati:=earries speeial ;
pawer349f;magic§:ﬁTheT@bwers;may-besfer.ﬁhesfértnne,?health;
or general well-being of the: individual .concerned,

o cast, syubol of the ristug s, signitics To:

e S T Tt TR S
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viving life, renewed strength, youthful vigor, spring fresh-
ness, and spiritual growth and power. Journeying east at
dawn should dispel misfortune. Weapons, stood against the
east side. of the tepee, make their power more potent. The
entrance to the tepee always faces the east.

. The sun, itself, is a symbol of the Great Spirit,
giving spiritual strength and physical power. Since the
acceptance of Christianity by many of the tribesmen, they
have coined the word, "Ta a' pah,"S .literally meaning day
father. Thus, "father of the:day," which implies.the sun,
is the word for:God. If there were a special deity, pre-
ceding their acceptance of: Christianity, I should say it
was the Rising Sunj:but it is:to the indefinable "Great.
Spirit™ that they - speak.: -

:Teo avert-an approaching storm, a grandmother goes .
up on & high hill and .throws sand toward:the clouds. The . .
gesture bears the power to dispel. them. |
Vhen & child:is: given: a .stripng of:beads. strung on. .
é‘-ﬁé}:‘ciqjinev:qﬁiﬂgﬂis;;ﬁm‘;vﬁ.ﬂal notihave dimmediate mneed of its
| it clas Shender siowd, urs os SDGRRE . TIEERS :

- . Among thei beliefs that contain omens -of misfortune
are‘the following: ' If & coyote is heard howling, the one -
who first hears it (ina family-..cimcle_) must say, "What

" 8gecker, "The Comsnche Indian and His Language,”
‘_92. eito, P 333.
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good news do you bring?" If he does not repeat those words,
misfortune will come to. the family.

If you touch the tongue of a dead cow and then touch
your hair, you will become grey haired in a short while.
Even though the Comanche ha® very black hair,; grey hair is
Seldoni‘-SQ'en-&nd, then, only among -the oldest.

A dog aﬁpearing before the ceremonial tepee at the
time of some - speéi‘al ritesdis‘an omen of bad luck.

‘When a medicine man dis-:eating, no eme’should walk
behind him for fear of being afflicted with & curse or in--
curable sickness, -

" A belief that has nothing to:‘do with fortune or mig-
fortune is that, long“agéd, the ‘Comanéheé lived so clode to
nature that they‘were: able to converse with the animals of
the forest and prairie who, themselves, could talk. Anoth-
er is that all arrowheads are made by 'a dwarf or elf who has:
long ‘fl6wing hair ‘and a ‘completely red body.

- Afichg the ‘Gémanche, as well as other prairie tribes,

‘thdnder and lightning are produced by "a great bird, whose
\-shadow isithetHunder e¢loud; whose flapping wings . . . ‘the
Leite Sbhunder ;- and ‘whose flashing eyes rapidly openisg and

c1@51ngassaaafdftﬁﬁlightniﬁgﬁw;=:*} The ‘Thunderbird usually

has his dwelllng on some high mpuntaln. . . of difficult ac-

CeSSe o« o e According to the Coma.nche, there 1s a place on

1ig e - e = - ast o . e gt



67
upper Red river where the Thunderbird once alighted on the
~ground, the spot being still identified by the fact that
-the grass remains burned off over .a space having the out-
‘1line of a_large bird with outstretehed wings."9
The medieine man, who is an important figure in the

;ceremonies and rites of the.tribe, occupies an enviable

-position, Lawson says, his popularity often rivaling that

rof the chief.  The word: "medicine" was introduced by the
:French traders -who called. Indian doctors "medicines," The
‘term in time. became synonymous with mystery as the medicine
‘man.was a man of mystery.t0 The Eagle Medicine Man derives
his power from the eagle. :It is a feather from the golden
-eagle that possesses curative and otherwise magiec power.
which the medicine man uses in his practice. He is very
.careful that a shadow is not cast upon his back, and he says
<that anyone.pagsing behind him.-while he is eating will choke.
It is only if this person has been considerate of him that
jhe. (the medicine man) will be able to effect a cure before
!éﬁﬂth* acl. Beopay Yind whot

t3: -2 TFhe medicine man has to go through. certain rites, .
h@ﬁ%lQQaﬁﬁehﬁaﬁrﬁﬁ rites, before he is given his power. In

‘order ta-receive this power.he must go to a.place where he .

Qﬂboney, _R- cit., PP 968 f.
H 10 cwsen %rhe Indien Child # op. cit., p. 158.
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can be alone. The top of a high hill or mountain is consid-
ered ideal. Here he must go to concentrate upon the partic-
ular power he is desirous of receiving. He should go to
sleep thinking of his ambition to derive the power. Some-
time during the night, a form will appear in a dream and the
spirit will speak to him, giving him detailed instructions
to follow and informing him just how long he will possess
this magic power and-cfsfhbiexaet nature the power is to be.

Then, as long as he is a medicine man, he need have no fear

of being killed for no one possesses-greater power than he

to harm him, -

Besides the power that a medi¢ine man may receive
from this spirit visitation, other minor and important spir-.
itual ‘end physical aid can be derived from a similar experi-
ence by any tribesman. When one is in need of & cure for an
illness, or wants information, or desires a place of honor
and distinetion, or wishes to accomplish some special feat,

he mnst go at night to a_hillsiﬂe aﬂd wait in soiituﬁe fer

the sgirit’tg act.
the. second,kdees -not bring results, but . if he is. patient and
deser71ng,.haxmillsreceive the spirit message.

Wﬁéﬁié-ybdﬁh of sixteen absents himself from the camp
for severaifda?S'andﬁnightégi!ﬂbioﬁb mekes any inguiries but -

awaits his Teturn, when he tells of his fasting and long
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sleep."ll Sometimes, during the sleep, there is sent to
him, by the Great Spirit, the vision of the animal, bird,
or reptile which is to be his mysterious protection through
life.12
Besides the hilltop method of healing, there is the
one accompanied by gitual in which the medicine man is the
central figure. Since the CGmanche-conbeption of.ﬁeéling
is through divine power, the act of cure is usually accom-
pllshed wlth song, ceremony, and prayer. Sometimes vegetable
substances are glven, but "these are usually harmless, the
faith belng placed entlrely in the rellglous formula.15
' The medicine man, in addltlon to belng a healer of
tﬁé trlbe, is 1ooked upon as the prophet, Judge, counsellor,
and moral leader. o o o
To sum up the varlous f&ctors that make up the life
of an Indlan,'a statement by Chief Standlng Bear is qulte
ificlusive in its brevity: W
The splritual health &nd exlstence of the Indlan
was maintained by songs,. qggie- ,Titual,. dance,. symbcl—

ism, oiitory (or ceuncil) esign, handicraft and fdlk-

'“ima; g

"-13wxssler, N. A. Indians of the Plalns, p. 87 £,




CHAPTER VII
LITERATURE

A gfeat'hnneer; a lover of games and sports, an
expert horeeman, a'braie fighter; a good marksman, an ad-
venturer, an athlete of abillty, a flrm believer in his

trlbal ceremonles, a capable artlst a lover of mn51o,

Irhythm. and the danoe, a 1over of life in general ‘the Co—'

manche, in &ddltlﬂn,'ls a conv1nolng story—teller. The
oontent of eaeh of hls narratives reflects the life of the
Indlan, hlS customs, bellefs, superstltlons, rltuals, or
-hls contlnually changlng environmental oondltlons. The |
varlous locatlons of hlS forefathers--the Rooky'meuntains

i

or Wyomlng where he hunted the deer, elk, and bear the

dry plalns frem‘wyoming to Texas where he hunted the buf—

;fale and fought hls enemies and the Indlan reservations

ot

%ef @kiahoma where, w1th his numbers reduoeé he submltted

L4 v

_to whlte civilization and gevernmenx protectlon——undouhted-

ety Lavrey

aly glve him.a 91ngelar background and add depth and breadth

:te his heritage._ He has known what it is te conqner and

be conqnered to torture and be tortured° to dominate and
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be dominated; to plunder and kill and be plundered and killed.
The peace he enjoys today, though in a vastly different
sphere, is in some degree comparable to the calm and peace~
ful life he may have experienced as he camped along the
streams in the Rocky Mountains, before his descent to the ..
plains and his conflicts with other groups. _

Living in comparative peace, the Comanche TIndian -
long ago enjoyed a leisure time that, allowed them the pleas-—
ure of: sitting for hours around the oamp.- in the evening, the
mother indulging in various household tasks while the. father
related stories to the children. These stories were told -
in simple or complex manner depending upon the ages of the
listeners, but always told--no matter how frequently--with
all the vigor, imagination, and enthusiasm that the stéry—,
teller possessed.  The lack of synonyms and the gemeral sim-
plicity: of .his language leads him to the use of new word = .
combinations, elisions, figures of speech, and an  immense
aniehy.GfaEﬁﬁtﬂrﬁg,Vaﬂﬂma$agpeia;;facial:expressiﬁns;‘azd‘
acting-anbiesyt: .o oo

. There: are few;Comanches deft: who still-tell the -

| stories and even-fewer who really-enjoy the practices . ‘There

is,one,JMOwbwaty_who;cgnzsitiby-the;henrgzWithbuﬁ%evsnxso?m

much as a refreshing glass of water &t intervals telllng N

h1§ granéeh;ldren baa-tlms staries. Before he is well 1nte
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his first tale, the entire family and relatives or visitors

join the circle to listen, though they have heard the story
repeatedly. He includes, among other things, the imitations
of noises of animals, birds, waterfalls, horse hoofs, thun-
der and lightning and the mimicry of the actions of charac-
ters and animals in the narrative. .

The tribesmen, realizing:the importance of preserv-

ing their lore before the story telling art is entirely lost

with the passing of the older members, who are ‘greater mas-
ters in the field than those of the younger generation, were

very co-operative. One narrator said that the stories were

sacred to him and his tribe and he wouldn't tell them to

those outside the tribe under ordinary circumstances, but,

because he realized the reason for securing them was & le<
gitimate one, he was glad to make his contribution, The
parratives were related din ‘the mnative tongue and in the Eng-
lish by Inﬁiansﬂwho naturally depended ‘solely upon:their

memory. - They may; therefore; vary in some details- or bear

ansldghtly: differents toueh” from the wersions of othér mar-

rators: .Then, too; each harrator; although &ealiﬁg3With**

traditionsl materials; filters:that information: through &

"his own personality and mode Qfﬂézﬁressionzﬂl : This:artis-

ook o & b

LMgrrls Edward Gpler Myths and Tales of the Jlea-

3rilla Apache; "American Falkiﬂre Society Memoirs" {New York:

G. Ea Stechert and CO., 1938), P xvii,.
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tic freedom may be compared with the poetic license allowed

writers in literature and acceounts for variants within a -

tribe. Similarities to narratives of other tribes are the
result of close association with neighboring groups. Story
telling held an important place, especially during visits
around friendly campfires.. ‘The:style of the narrator varies
from the seriéua, conscientious story teller who is exaect

in every detail and who emphasizes content more than method,

to the one who, although: :not' disregarding:exactness of dew:.

tail, glories in embellishments.that elicit'definite respon-
ses from the hearer,  The method of the latter, especially
in the telling of humorous stories, reminds one of Ameriaxn
humor 'as discussed in Mark Twain's ®WHow to Tell a Story" in
which interestidepends“entirelytuﬁonfthe*teliingﬁofIthe‘tale.

A wide range of style thus accotnts for variants within:a-

. tribe and ‘among affiliated tribess

I feel that I have barely tapped the surface of the

vast store of narratives, but-the-few:in.this=collection; -

numbéring dpproximately fifty, are representative of the

various types-existing:  In my éxperience I.have found.feéw -
ac¢éourits of obséene ---‘-s:'i;'nr;‘es\ among ‘thé Coémanche-although - it’
appears that there are some in existence. 'Amoing former ads

seciate-tribés, say the“Comanche; they are numerous; ag

various anthropological collections seem to beer out. The
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purpose these few stories would serve in the subsequent
collection is so minor that space for their accounts-neee-
not be allowed.

The reader must continually bear in mind-that the
life of the Comanche as brought out -in these chapters is
not” the life they live today-except for-remnants of old
practices that ‘do GIISt here and theres- The backgreunﬂ
that colors the narratives cellected hefe 1s that ef the
older llfe, and 1t 1s fer that reason thet“I ‘have: concerned
myself w1th it rather than w1th thelr present status as
ordlnary citlzene in an advanced clvlllzetlon. |

| By the treety of Medicine Lodge the Gomanche were
assigned reservatien terrltory between the Weshlta and Red
rivers in Southwestern Oklahoma 2 .The narratlvee centalned
in thls ccllectlen, hewever, have been taken frem members
of the tribc living in the, center of thet terrltcry areund
Lawton, cache, and Indlahoma. Famillee may be found dwell—
ing in locallties where there are trees, streame mountelne,

The Comanche talee abeund in meglc adventure hunt-

l

‘5":\"- ik

5 1ng expleite, :eide fer hcrees and suppliee, superetitlens'
;_end many ef them that concern pereenel attrlbutee of char-

' actexs, ideale to he fellowed .and weakneeses te be over-.

BT R Ty Loy s

aﬁbeneyg _E.-qit., pp, lﬁég”f;;tg'




75
come because of their consequences, suggest a moral or pat-
tern of behavior. By the references to factors concerning
the activities of the tribe or to their environment, ome is
sometimes able to guess at the approximate age of the stor=
ies. Some are very old, while others deal with matters of-
enly a gonerationfago.--Griﬁﬁell'S*oommont is pertinent:
- The stories which the Indians narrate, ecovering a -

wide field of subjects, furnlsh us concrete oxamples

- -on their ways of-thought. ., . . Many of thém have a

direct relation to the early history of our country,

. and some tell of -events- happegzng ‘on:-ground now- oc-

cuplod by . whzto people.

i Many timos when a youth oamo to one of hlS elders
for advioe tho counsel would be glven 1n the form or a :
story. In the famlly clrole, 1f a questlon of boha?lor
came uﬁ, as it often dld, the oorrection desired would
readlly be aooompllshod through an 1llustrative story that

poke for 1tself. Chlldren, 1n a quarrolsome, pouﬁy mood
could be led to change their attltude and outlook toward
life with an appropriate tal = o ) -

o Tho purpose of the narratlves ‘Seems to: Hrve been

1 ‘ o (

?four—fold in providlng a pmimdtlve system of trainlng- 1n—

s N

:telleotual moral rellgious and oultural. The narrativos

‘ AT .-I"r‘—

that form the moans of keeplng allve tribal customa, tradi~

Etions and 1nformatlon of tho past are educational or in-

B

sGoorge Bird Grinnell, roGheyenn

e G&m fires (Eow
;Haven- Yale thversity Press, 1926), p.




76
tellectual. Those that form the means of teaching religious
beliefs, morals, virtues, and ethies in behavior have moral-
religious values. The ones that form the means of enter-.: .
taining and amusing children (often at bed time) and guests
have cultural values. Because one story may contain two -
or more:of these elements; it 1is impossible to make a per— -
fect classification of the tales corresponding to the func=
tions they serve. Hero: stories and romsntic legends. have
eultural. vealues; hero'stories, stories. reélated for the
eamusement of the children, and moral tales contain ele-
ments for character building; legends of historical events
and tribal ceremonies educate the young tribesman in the
traditions and events of the past; narr&tivés containing
tribal beliefs and conceptions concerning the Great Spirit
provide religious training;

Part Two that follows contains, besides the nar-
ratives I have collected, three examples of Comanche ora-
tory, three songs, and twelve Comanche stories that have
appeared in other scattered collections.,

The stories taken from other works facilitate my
references to other known Comanche legends and to variants
that appear.

The divisions of the fifty classified narratives

" that make up my personal collection in Part Two have been
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arranged in such a way that their chronology corresponds as
nearly as possible to the chapter divisions that appear in
Parflﬁna. The classification is as follows: Stories of the
Séﬁérﬁatural, including origins, are related to ethﬁelogy}
Stories of Heroes and Stories of the Warpath and Oratery re-
riecfuthe'hiétory;_Storias of Spirit Guidance and Stories of
Animals have a bearing upon the economy and society; and the
Miscellaneous Selections, including songs and poetry, are
related to the arts and crafts of the tribe.






| -S‘ﬁORIES OF THE SUPERNATURAL -

Within this greup I h&ve inelnded eterles hhat ex-
1a1n origins of varlous natural phenemena and storles of
sacrlfiees to appease the wrath ef a monster.- They bear
a mythlcal element and, in the sense thet the mystery of
an origin and the mystery of the medlcine man is belng ex-~
plained they have‘the elemenﬁ of mwetery.H,Raeee frem
time 1mmemerial haxe sought explanatiens fer what they see
in the unlverse er for that invx51ble superlor power,
which contnole the elements of nature and the destlnles ef

nmnklnd, agalnst which man feels himself so helpless. |
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ORIGIN OF DAYS AND SEASONS

. Every group that has portrayed the animal in
its literature has endowed him with the thoughts,
actions, behavior, and responses:of a human being
typical of that graup. In the consultation about

- the universe, the animals in the following story.
converse and behave in the manner of the Comanche,
. The humming bird; who-determines the seasons
in the narrative, is called Nah'bi-mu'ah (six
months) by the tribe, even today.

The story was told by Rachel Mow-wat as she
heard it from Mow-wat, her. father-in-law, 'in July,
1940.

: Most tribes: have versions of the origin ‘of: days
and seasons. Thompson's Tales of the NOrth Ameri-
-can Indians, pp.: 38-40;: includes twe:  one from the

Tahlton and the other from.the Iroquois.

When this world was still cold and in darkmess, all
the animals got-together for a big council. Some were dis-
satisfied with the darkmess and wanted light. Others were
dissatisfied with continuous cold. All the animals were

represented-=birds, bears, :burtles, ol!possums;:Traccoons,

coyotes, and ‘many. others.- Seated in'a-cirecle in the tent' -
theyvasked, "What shall-we do?" How shall we settledthe' -

question so. that.all will be:sabtisfied?® = .. oo
“::.FThe coyote, who wanted darkmess. so that he could do
his-mischievous work, knew there would be several animsls
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on his gide. "Let's have a hand game in the tepee,” he sug-
gested, "and choose up sides.”

?hgy started phe game. The bgar, tﬁrﬁlq! and hum-
ming bird;.aﬁoﬁg otheré; wéﬁé on 6né side--the side that
wanted the- llght. They kept 1031ng untll the bear went out
of the tent to “make medlclne.“ When he returned his side
began w1nn1ng.- Then the be&r arese w1th confldence, put
his had forward 4n an’ 1mpressire gesture, aﬁdjéhen thrust
it toward the door..-

"It will soon be dawn,™: he told tthe other players.
"We shall then have daylight.  Watch:my mouth when day
breaks; you will: see, there, the yellow streak which hence-
forth will be the sign -of dawn.™ ~ o v,

The humming bird, pleased with the bearfs speech,
added, "My friends, when daylight comes, look:at my mouth.
You will see six tongues. that will:in&icate;six,mmnthﬁﬁﬂf.
warm weather and six months of cold weather."

- wWhen dawn .camey: the: animals saw the yellow streak
on: therbearts: mouthy: 1 The: humming bird. opened: his mouth to
sshout], "Hurrah!". and ithe other:amimals ‘saw.that -he really
had 'six tengues. * Thén:the: humhing bird ‘flew happily:. out -
the: door.:.: The animals-on the: losing side ran away fright-
“enmediyt T

. .:¢Phat. is how we: happen: to have day and night and win-

ter and summer,



| REGULATION OF THE SEASONS; ORIGIN OF DEATH

' 'The. story: that follows illustrates a variant
that has existed, and is one of twelve previously
published Comanche. narratives thdat I have found.
It appears in the collection of "Shoshone and Co-
panche Tales™ by H. H. .St. Clair and R. H. Lowie,
Journal of American Folklore, XXTT (July-september,
1909), 279-280, The Te ‘collection shows clear—~
ly the afflllation of these two tribes.

Coyote called. all the people together to decide

‘how many winter months and ‘how many summer ‘months there:

ought to be, .They set up ‘a large couneil:lodge. Coyote
sat down ‘in the centre on the .west ‘side. He 'said, "Well, -
listen to mel . We are to decide how many winter and sum~
mér months there :are to.be." :One man said, "Well, let us: .
have six:cold months; let the}sﬂyenth be cold in the first -
helf, and the remainder warm.” Coyote 'said, "Six cold -

months would be teo much,; we should suffer frem the cold.

Ten summér‘months would bevgaeod:. Another man gaid; RIf

wé ‘had ten summer monthsy our :meat would spail; . we:should

suffer from heat." - Then they debated.  One little man sit-

ting by the deor, 'who was namediSnow-Birdy-said, "Well,; .

" let us have:six cold months; with ome month .half.cold and

one half ecool;" :Caoyote was in:faver of-ten hot 'months; .. -
| 81
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because he wished to play a trick on them. They were de-
bating., The little man by the door got up, and said, "Six
cold months is plenty for us." Saying, "Six months," he
went out. All the assembly rose and followed him, repeat-
ing, “Six months." Coyote bade them wait. "What makes you
pay any attention to that little man?® Butb the:padple,did
not listen to Coyote, who was thus unable to work his scheme
on them. He went out last of all, saying, "We shall have
six winter months.®™ All the people laughed at him. "This
is the first time you have failed to have your way." Coy-
ote said, "Now we shall have six cold months. Now, then,
let us have another council to name the months." When they
had gathered, he announced, "The little man shall have just
as many tongues as there are cold months." Then he named
the months: "October, November, December, January, Febru-
ary, March, April.™ All agreed. "The little man will have
seven tongues; every month one of his tongues will pass
away until but one is left."

After the council was over, Coyote said, "Now, do

fall of.you go over there! I shall join you, and we will
-decide whether our dead should return after the lapse of
;four days. Long ago that was our way. To-day I object to
‘our dead coming back."” They met. He called them all to

the edge of the water. He picked up a rock, held it in his
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hand, and spoke as follows: "Behold, our dead people shall
do as this rocki™ He cast it into the water. "This rock
will not come back. Simllarly, our peo;:;le will not return.,
This earth is very l&rge' bu'!; 1f the dead were to come back,
it would he crowded. Th&t is why I ohject to k™ All the
people agreed mth him. 4 S_'ane then our dead have. not re-
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-‘Although a -different version -of the follewing
story may have been in circulation, there are ele-
ments in this ‘one which suggest<that it ‘has beén
in existence only since the introduection of Chris-
tianity in the tribe. It was written for me by
Nathaniel Woomavovah in January, 1939, while he
was &:student "in Cache High Scheol., ©
Tha Great Spirit in the days of 1ong w1nters and
short summers many moons ago roamed thls wnrld all alone°-
he hunted the deer 1n the great forest alone- he ate, slept
and flshed in the great forest alone. i -
S One day he sat under a tall pine tree that swayed
back and forth in the w1nd._ As he sat under the tree he
thought of the anlmals, pf how they were never W1thout a
companlon. He thought of the deer the birds the trees,
and of all 1iving things.. They all had companlons, Qll but

!

hﬁ. The Great Spirlt had no ome to talk to had no com-

j angd filak iy the Mounbsin surosms.  The yad Foan owgs

panions to hnnt_withfln the forest._ As he sat there under

ARy, On ¢ 3 ey

the tall tree, he felt thﬂ urge to makB an anlmal w1th the

ﬁ.‘""

image of himself. " e e B s gl focop o
He started maklng an anlmal out of eelorless clay,

.-,.

-making 1t in the shape of hlmself._ He made the head legs

Rk
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arms, eyes, and all the physical parts of a human being.
Leaving it out in the sun, he went out hunting to allow
the new animal time to dry. The Great Spirit came back
and found that his new companjon had dried, but, to his
disappointment, had an odd color, white. Since he could
not bear to destroy his work, he breathed life into the
new companion.

He tried again, and this time the companion had
a different color, black. The yellow man came next. Still
the Great Spifit was not satisfied because the first man,
who was white, made things of mystery; the black man was
lazy-and was always under the shade of a tree sleeping;
the yellow man was always causing trouble. The Great Spir-
it began molding another figure, hoping that it would sat-
isfy his want of a companion. He made it with great care--
strong, straight, and true. When the body dried, its
color was red, and the Great Spirit was very much pleased

to find that the red man loved to hunt in the great forest

and fish in the mountain stresms. The red man was not

lazy, or a trouble-maker, and he did not make things of
mystery.
The Great Spirit called all his companions togeth-

‘er one day and said, "I must go and fix a place for you;-

when it is finished I will come again and take you with
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me to a greater place than this world, a beautiful place
with a great forest, clear waters, and cloudless skies,

the HAPPY HUNTING GROUNDS."
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This origin story is taken in full from the
previously mentioned St Gl&;:l.r and Lowie "Sho.-
shone and Comanche Tales ‘p. 282. ' g
A very 1ong ti_me ago there l:wed a famlly of seven.
The parents got angry a'l'. theu' chlldren, four of whom were
‘boys and th.e youngest a g].:rl.‘ The fa'bher deelared to them:
"We are going to call a council to decide what all of you
are to become. I am angry at you. All of you will go far
offy’ Make up your minds as to what you wish to become."
Then the oldest brother asked the other children to .givé
their advice as to what they were to become. One of -t'hem

said, "Our father, is-angry at us. Let us all become stars.

‘Would that 'all of us might become. ‘.éta:r.-S'i- Whatever we choose,

that we shall turn into. ‘Let us . wait for our father, and
tell him'as“Soon<as he ‘returns,* ‘When their -father Teturn-

6d, VHe 'é6nsented té 14t them become “stars. Then they left.
THat 18 how théy became: stars. ' That is why. there are-seven
:Stats Teoking ‘down upén:us .from aboves The-one in:the rear.

“is the yourngest ‘¢hild, while'the young men #are in front,

87
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HOW THE SPOTS ON THE MOON ORIGINATED

- This origin story.-includes a :character that
the Comanche call Pe'ah-moo'pitz (big owl), which
from all acceunts-is.a-combination giant, monster,
human belng, and owl. The above name may be com-
_?are? with Tsa'ha-moo'pitz (wood owl) and oh-o'hah

owl)e.

Ekfah koorah (red neck band) is. the name for
buffalo calf.
The narrator, Tehqpaknh related the story
through an interpreter, Herman Asenap, in July,
. 19405

dncé, many'jéérs agdlxindians were camping along a
s%féém..zA éfaﬁp'of gi;ié ;g;é 51&§ing in the.woods é éhort
disféﬁéé from the camp. Playlng here and there they paid
little heed to their wandering or to the pa351ng of tlme.

In the meantlme the hand of Indlans had found it

necessary to break up their camp and move on. In thelr

haste they forgot the llttle glrls.

o

" One’ of the children wandering ‘toward the 31te of

ztﬁs'V111&ge*s&W‘that all’ the tepees were gone and that the
camp wes completely cleared. Rnnning back she reperted
éhér”ﬁistvefy to the Otﬁé%é. Believlng ‘her story 1m90531ble,

tﬁb'oldest glrl senx annther to see.' She told the sams ”

story. 'Fearful of facing Such a predicament;'the'oiaest

L
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led the way back toward the camp, hoping there to follow
the trail their parents took.

By this time the youngest child, becoming hungry
and cross, began to whimper. Nothing that the girls could
do seemed to quiet her, and her crying became louder, -

- Suddenly they héard a far-off voice calling them,
They stopped to listen.: This woice, that seemed to come
from the direction of the stream, spoke again and again.

“"Come to me. -I-shall caré for you. Come. Come,
my ehild."

Wistfully, not’ knowing what else: to do, they fol-. .
lowed the voice., Tt 16&4thémfdloéer-and 61o%erfto:the ‘
stream. |
~"Here I am," said the voiece, affecting gentlemess.

There before them sat Peah Moopitz.
"Come ' nearer; I will mot harm you. - I will quiet
the child.’ Just leave her ‘here near me where I can watch .

over her and eare ‘for her while yow go ‘on With your play= "

: iﬁé, # the great fa.gure saidf’*‘

Foarfil ‘off‘disobeying so monstrous a being, the
‘Birls' obeyed and’ were:'soon farther down stream splashing

and bathing in the wdter. ' When they returned, and while

fBeahgﬂbogitz-was:notilooking;vthegchild-confidéﬂ her
Ifxrighteﬁingxex@enieﬁeésuwithétﬁe’giant;ﬂhis abuses,;his
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threats, and his promises, to her older sister. While the
group was gone, she raléted, he began telling her she was
Just the kind of little girl that he liked; good, beauti-
ful, and healthy.

- "I think I shall keep you. Perhaps I .shall keep
you always,™ he had saiden- =

. "No! No! Please let me go. I want Lo ge back;"

she pleaded.

"If.you do not.do as.I command, I shall harm yous
I -shall eat you!" he threatened.

Then in the.midst of her fright the group returned.

The .girls were already worried lest they be.unable
to follow the trail of their parents, but.they were now
more concerned about-their lives under the power .of this
terrible giant. .

.+ TWe must think-of a plan-that will allow us to es=-
cape safely. But what can we do? He wateches us constantly,"
the:sister whispered as:she:sought the advice:of the oldest.
?g%rlﬂla Lo run Yo safehy.”

" "We ;can’t.run. - He would -evertake us, .and. then we
‘sheuld all perish,” -she.said excitedlys!® = =i 3iin
ko e %I have an.didea. I shall persuade-him te let us
.go a ghoﬁtﬁdistanee:dGWnithéfstréamftérﬁathe the 1ittle -

girl ;:and wash:some:¢lethes,” said the oldest after some
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thought.

Peah Moopitz granted the girls permission to go as
she suggested.

"But don't go beyond calling distance. When I call,
you must answer and come back here," he instructed them,

"We promise; faithfully, to do ‘whatever: you.say if -
you will let us go," said the girl, taking the smallest
child by the hand.

' Going dewn stream aleng the bank, the girls met a ' .

great green frogs

" mFrog," said the oldest, "we are in 'Serious dif=.
ficulty. We are lost from our people and want to find the
trail that will lead to them,” but a terribleé giant has us
in‘his power afid will do us hari. We told him we would be
here washing, but we want to find the trail before dark,
Can you help us?” He will soon call Por us'to retérn. Will
you, kind Frog, please answer for us?  Just say, 'We Are

still busy washing,' and ‘whiie’ you are” ‘answering him we will

‘be able t "‘ *‘1;3 dafe‘by."" mEmarLt Biy CPiagy Ens

L

S]] 9 what' T ean’ for you, girls." Run along; I
have a good strong voice that will -sound  so'much 1ike yeurs

'thaﬁ he” wilil not notice the dxfferenee,“ ‘said’ Frogi! -

e ‘Phankrul, but not entlrely relieved, the girls ran

as fast as they eould,
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It wasn't long before the giant called, "Girls, are
you coming?"

"We are still busy, washing," came the answer.

More time passed, and again the giant called, "Come
back, girls, you are staying too long."

"We are still busy, washing;" Frog faithfully answer-
ed..

The giant called again and agdin. - He always heard
the same answer. Becoming suspicious after the fourth call,
the giant started toward the place where the voice was. As
he-neaxed-the_spot, he was still unable to see the girls,

"Where are you,"™ he commanded.,

"We are still busy, washing,"™ Frog croaked and--
plunk--he jumped into the stream and was gone.

Too angry to say anything, the giant with a loud
roar started down the trail the girls had followed.

The girls, in the meantime, had run until they were
completely exhausted. They met Ekah Koorah,

"We. are in great danger," they cried; "the giant
Eis chasing us and we can run no farther. Can you help us?"

"I'm not very big, but I shall do all in my_power.
Form a circle behind me while I face the enemy alone,¥ said
the baby buffalo,

By this time it had grown dark, but a bright moon
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was shining in the sky. They could see the great giant
coming into the clearing over the hill. Hearer and nearer
he came, growling in anger W1th every huge step. Another
step and he would be upon them.

Suddenly tha little burfale made a well-timed lunge
forward striking the giant right in the mlddle,; and --oomph--
the glant was: thrown far uy into the night sky. ﬁéinever
fell back to earth, put as the girls looked up into the
heavens, - they observed:dark-splotches appearing on the moon.
Ever since that time when the girls were saved by Ekah.-

Koorah, we -have had dark spots-on the ‘moon,
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THE DESERTED CHILDREN
~ The following .story is taken from St. Clair
and Lowie, "Shoshone and Comanche Tales,™ pre-
viausly mentioned, Pp. 275-276, As an earlier: .
version of "How the Spots on the Moon Orginated,™
it contains most of ‘the essential elements of the -
story in circulation today.

Long ago the Indians were camping-in a certain
place. Four children were playing by a creek. ‘An-older
 girl with a baby on her back:-came to-join them. In the
meantime all the Indians moved away without the children
noticing it, as they were still playing by the ‘ereek. At
last one of them happened to look up towards the camp and
could not see the lodges. He called out to his mates,
telling them the camp was broken. They called him a liar,
and sent another one to look. He reported the same way. -
Thay_dig-ng@,pqlievedhim};aither__:A.third:one-wentﬁt@"‘~“
;lﬁ&k&ﬁ&nﬁ a&ﬂefrﬁycrﬁﬂda@h&&f&llﬁmﬁre«gone&**ltfwas:geﬁting
}até in ‘the eveningi: All lteft the creek and tried to- fol-
law*the.lndlants trails Dy

~While they were going along, Coyote met theém: and
warned :them. "Right by -the side:of the road a.big,0w1;h&s
his. .hoﬁge.. ~-Don't talk leudly when passing there; or he will

94
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hear you."” They got to the house, and the little child
began to crﬁr-. Owl heard him. "Bring my nephew here!™ he
said. The child thought it was really his uncle, and wanted
to go to him. His older sister objected, but he persisted.
At last. she said, "Well, let us go over therel™ Then all
went to the Owl. The oldest girl was afraid. "The big
Owl will eat us," she said. They got there. Owl immedi-
ately wanted to eat the child.  The.children began to plan
‘how to escape. . They s_ai-.-_d'-'- they wanted to wash by the creek.
Owl permitted them -to geo, ‘but bade them hurry.back. They
met a Frog. there. "Frog, we are:in trouble, and call upon
you to help us.. That Owl wants to eat us. "--Yes, I will
help you.®--"We are going to run off," they said. "When
Owl calls us, do you answer for us, 'No, we are still wash-
ing.! Just continue fooling him, so that we will have a.
big start.before he finds oubt.™ :Owl called the children.
Frog answered, "We are still.waeshing." He repeatedly: gave .
the isame rTeply, fooling him. . Owl at last thought:+they: had-
mw off.. Hes went: Jooking.for; them, and -every few paces he
'iealled; them as he went alongs. Frong continued to answer,
#For once: I have fooled. you. ::The children went away: a long

time: ago.®~ Owl said, "You thinlegged. rascal, you have.been

fooling me!: You have let my game run aways T will kill

youm.". o He;‘*«;stmx{:k?_ 4t him with his cane. : -Just.as the cane
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descended, the Frog jumped into the water, leaving him
standing on the bank,'

Owl followed the childrent's trail. He had never
been known to lose anything. After a short time he came
in sight of them. They were fleeing as‘fast as they could,
He was holding his stone club in his hand. They got to a
big creek. There they saw a Fish-~Crane sitting. "We are
coming to you. That big Owl is after us. Help usi™ He
took a louse from his head, gave it to the oldest girl, snd
said, "Put this into your mouth., Though it tastes bad, do
not spit it out before you get across to the other side.
If you do this, I will make a bridge of my leg, so you can
get across." She took the louse in her mouth, they crossed
over, and then she spat out the louse., Owl got to Crane.
nQ) Cranel! there goes my game. Help me across! I want to
catch them.” Crane offered to let him cross on the same
conditions as before. Owl spat out the louse in mid-stream,
and fell into the river. He got out, and again pursued the
.children. He detected them in the open prairie. Seeing
Ehim.; fhey were frightened. "What are we going to do?™ A
Buffalo-Calf was lying in front of them., "Buffalo-Calf,
protect us¥"--"I do not know whether I can help you, but I
will try. Stand behind me!™ Owl came up with his maul.

"Qh, you're foolish! You know I won't retreatl from you.
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That is my game, I will kill you."™ Calf stood still, paw-
ing the ground. As Owl approached him, Calf charged on
him, and threw him straight up to the moon. Hence the Owl

is still sitting in the moon with its maul.
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ORIGIN OF ARROW

Ni'ni pi, an elf, in some respects can be com-
pared with Cupid of Furopean origin. He is the
maker of arrowheads for the Indians, who may use
them against their enemies,

The story was written by Geopge Martin, a for-
mer student of Cache High School, as he heard it .
from Wer'que yah, an elderly. Camauche woman who,
before her death, lived south of Cache. It was
related in Getober, 1938s ¢ 5 : .

Far away 1n the mountalns lives Nlnipl; who is so
small he would not stand as'ﬁigh as your knee.: He sits
hlgh up on a rock and on bright days he works all day |
chlpplng on a SpBCl&l klnd of stone shaping arrewheads.

He uses them.at the tlps of his arrows when he goes hunting.
You.may not believe it but the llttle fellow uses buffalo
ribs for bows.iﬁ ' R |

Ybu can never really see him but you may hear'hum

chipping, chlpplng,'chlpping.' Sﬁddenly, then, you.may ‘hear

iy paeiad i dh wWh Leve bhasn o«
_his llttle footsteps as he runs away as fast as he can.
Ay =YY _,} i

If you aré bad you may be shot in the breast by the
11ttle man w1th his small arrows. The Mbdicine Man would

not be able to cure yeu anﬁ you would be in great paln un-

tll death would flnally overtaka yeu,

98



S S g A

WT&@:;_Q-": LR B

THE DEER THAT ATE PEOPLE

The story, as given here, was related by Rachel
Mow-wat in July, 1940,

Many years ago deer: ate human beings. ~For a long
while a band of Indians suspected that the deer of the moun-
tains where they camped were:devouring members of the: tribe.
who from time to time disappeared. Two medicine men who
studied the situation concluded that the victims had been
driven back:'into a large:secluded-ca#e@ The .medicine men
went to the large cave to. talk' to the chief guard who stood
at the entrance.

"How are you tHis morning;" one of them said as

' they :approached.  "Youw look so fat and healthy; what do-

you - eat®™
"We eat good; thatls all," said 'the deer., "If1l

- show you-whatiweshave.been eating."

Then:the deer :took:one of the four:sticks before

himj; knocked:-on:the:door, and, at the same time, called,

"Qne fat buffale.,” A buffalo came out.

He hit the door again and called for a buffalo

_calf. A buffalo calf came out.
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"That is all I'1ll show you,™ said the deer.

The medicine men were not satisfied becaﬁse they
did not believe they had seen all that was in the cave.

"We must sneak up on hlm some way," said one,

"Let's change the stlcks whan he 1sn‘t 1ooking,
said the other.

There chance came: soon, and they grabbed a st;ck
a dlfferent one. ' e '

“Twn ‘men,™. thﬁy yalled as they pounded at the door.
Two men came Gui. e S

'.“Mbre men,“ they demanded

After this last aamman&, many camﬁ out -of the cave--
Indlans and whlte men too.h All of them.had bows and arrows.
These men unltedly fought the deer that now seemed to come
frcm all dlrectlons. When the battle had been won and most
of the deer kllled one of the delGlnB men spoke to the
remaming deer‘ . . | I . . ‘

“NOW'thaf we have preved ourselves stronger, ﬁe
w1ll start eating z__ o | - B

e

: Since that tlme deer have not eaten people, but

people have aaten deer.._



TWO BUFFALOES THAT SPOKE

#"Voices" usually imparted particular informa-
tion to the Comanche. Among the animals, the buf-
falo, an especially cherished ereature, was most
significant.

‘No tpah (brother-in-law) is a friendly term
of eddress often used in conversation between ani-
mals in-Indian narratives. The Apache tales con-
tain the same term.

. Petah Quasi Ho'novit (Big Beaver River) Jjoins
the North Cenesdian River in the region of the Ok-
lahoma.-Panhandle where some of the Comanche were ..
1oeated in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

..Soko-wechki (Lend Searcher) is the name charac-
terlzing one of the men, a "scout," in the story.

Pehquakuh, ‘the narrator, told this story, and
Herman Asenap, his interpreter, gave the English
version in July, 1940, -

'Lesg Yesfs agd”%ien the Comanche 1ived north of
what is now kmown as the North Gsnadisn River, ten warriors
were selected to go on a raid for horses. After travellng
south for some distance, they stepped at a certain place
to rest. They were soon aware of two buffaloes approach;ng
on a narrow trail, one Jogging along behind the other.

’ The 1eader ef the werrmor group said to one ef the
-braves, “Go over and kili one fer food.
e Ususlly every warrior ameng any group ef Indians
:ﬁsé an expert in some special field. The lesder, knewing
: vty TRiEtes. 8 e 3 % s
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the ability of this brave as a buffalo hunter, chose wisely.

Going forward to meet his prey, the hunter went just
so far along the side of the trail and then he remained in
ambush; hidden from view; he craﬁled nearer the path, with-
in shooting distanoe, to await the passing of the buffaloes.
While he sat, he heard a voice. w, SR

"Noomah-r&h n the voice éaid ‘"what river ére we
nearing?"™ The sound seemed to be coming from the second
buffalo.

‘"Dontt you know. this river?" the first and larger
one asked.

"No, I don't know."

- mPhig river 'is the North Cenadian; there is a 1lit-
tle creek, Peah3Quasi Honovit, that runs into it from the
north.” Bhas ims o i et

"Oh, yes, now I remember," said the smaller one,'

The hunter thought it indead strenge-that buffaloes
eould speak his lenguage. Puzzled he' ran‘back to his group.

The leader, Soko-wechki, unable to understand; asked,
#Why. did you leave without shooting one?" -

"Something mysteriously wonderful has happened.
Those buffaloes talk our language; I overheard them. Then
& strange power came over me, and I couldn't shoot."

Today those rivers are: still recognized by the names

that the Comanche learned from the buffaloes that spoke.



THE FOX AND THE BOBCAT

There are many variants of the folloewing story
among widely scattered tribes including the Unitah
Ute ‘(Stith Thompson,; Tales of the North American
Indian, p. 68) and the Lipan Apache (Morris Edward
Opler, Myths and Legends of the Lipan Apache Indi-
ans, p. 156).

01ld sly fox was .going along the creek one day when
he saw a .bobecat sleeping. Always scheming and thinking up
mischievous pranks, he thought, "This is my chance to play
a joke on the bobcat. I'll change his looks for fun. Then
when he wakes and goes to the creek for water, he'll become
frightened at his own reflection.

He rubbed and pressed the bobecatt!s face in his
hands. He chuckled to himself as he saw the result--a
. round face--and hurried éway. The bobcat opened his sleepy
'eyes, stretched, yawned, and sauntered down to the creek
to get a refreshing drink of water. Stooping over, he sud-
denly drew back in surprise as he saw his reflection,

But he wasn'f so dumb, "I know exactly who is
responsible for this. It could be no one but the old sly
fox. I'll fix him," he shouted.
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The bobcat roamed around until he found the old
fox sleeping. He squeezed and mashed the face of the fox
until he brought the nose and mogth to a long point. When
the fox woke, he strefcﬁed, yaﬁnéd; and went down to the
creek for a drink, ' There he saw his reflection. He knew
that the guilty person was the bobeat that had come to get
revenge. : ‘ ' ; B

IThat-is how thé ﬁobcat's face happens to be round
and tha-fgx's face happens to be long and pointed,even to

this day.



'THE DIVISION OF TWO TRIBES

The following legend is taken from Charles M,
Skinner's Myths and Legends of Our Own Land, Vol,.
II (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1896),
pp. 200-202. Although it is a narrative from re-
gions farther north, it is important in that it
indicates the separation of the Comanche from the

- Shoshones

When whlte.men first penetrated the Weetern w1lder—
nees of America they found the tribee of Sheehone and co-
manche at odde, and it is a 1egend of the eprings of Men—
itou that thelr differences began there. This "Saretoga
of the West,“ nestllng in a hoilow of the foot-=hills in
the shedeﬁ of the nobie:peek of Pike, was in old deyszcem-
_ﬁen meetieg—ground fer several faﬁiiiee of red men. Coun-~
cils were held in sefety there, fer no Indlan dered provoke
the wrath of the Menltou whose breath sparkled in the "med—
_1cine waters. None? Yes, one. For, centuries ago a Sho-
-shone and a Gomanehe stopped here on their return frOm a
hnnt te drlnk. The Shoshone had been succeesful the Ce-
manehe was empﬁy handed end 111 tempered Jealoue of the

'ether‘s sklll and fortune. Fllnglng down the fat deer that

fhe was bearing hemewerd on hlS shouldere, the Sheshone bent
| 105
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over the spring of sweet water, and, after pouring a hand-
ful of it on the ground, as a libation to the spirit of the
place, he put his lips to the surface. It needed but faint
pretext for his companion to begin a quarrel, and he did
so in this fashion: "Why does a stranger drink at the
spring-head when Sne-of-the.ﬁwners of the fountain contents
himself with its overflow? How does a Shoshone dare to
drink above me?" _

The other replied, "The Great Spirit places the
water at the spring that his children may drink it unde-
filed, I am Ausaqua, chief of Shoshones, -and I drink at
the head~water. Shoshone and Comanche are brothers. Let
them drink together;"'

"No. .The-Shoshone pays tribute to the Comanche,
and Wacomish leads that nation to war, He:is chief of the
Shoshone as he is of his own people.™

-fWacomish lies. ~His tongue is forked, like the:
snakets., His heart is-black: When the Great Spirit made

his children he said not to one, 'Drink here,! and to anoth-

er,. 'Drink-there,' but gave water that all might drink,
- The-other made no answer, but as Ausaqua stooped
toward the bubbling surface Wacomish crept behind him,

flung himself against the hunter, forceced his head beneath
the water, and held him there until he was drowned. As he
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pulled the dead body from the spring the water became agitat-
ed, and from the bubbles arose a vapor that gradually assumed
the form of a venerable Indian, with long white locks, in
whom the murderer reoognized Waukauga, father of the Sho-
shone and:comanohe-nation; and a man whose heroism and good-
ness made his name revered in both these tribes. The face
of the patriaroh was dark w1th wreth and he cried, in ter-
rible tones, "Aocursed of my race‘ Thls day thou hast
severed the mightiest nation in the world The blood of
the brave Shoshone appeals for vengeance. May the water of
thy trlbe be rank and bitter in their throats.

Thon, whlrllng up an elk-horn club, he brought it
full on the heed of the ﬁretched man, who oringed before
him. The mnrderer's head was burst open and he tumbled life-
less into the sprlng, that to thie day is nauseous while
to perpetuate the memory of Aueaqua, the manitou emote a
neighboring rook, and from it guehed a fountain of delloious
water. The bodies were found and the partieans of both
the hunters begen on that day a 1ong and destruotive warfare,
in whioh other tribes beoeme involved untll mountaineere were

arrayed against plainsmen through all that region.



NETAH'S SACRIFICE

It was through cosmic elements, which controlled
the means of sustenance, that the Comanche realized
the existence of a Supreme Being, who gave and took
according to the pleasure or displeasure induced by
& corresponding behavior of his people. To appease
the wrath of the Spirit, which sometimes was thought
to have 1its existence in a monster, a sacrifice was
necessary.

In the following story, written by Randlett Par-
ker, the monster was an alllgator Nun-nu-yer-we.

A 1ong time ago, when buffalo and antelope roamed
the plains, a small band of Indians camped at the foot of
2 oot mouutain, The Great Spirit had been kimd: buffaloe
and deer were plentiful.l There was plenty tb eat for the
iitfie band and'éﬁough left over to give £0 Nun-nﬁ;yerrwe,
the monster who li%éd.in the lake from whidh they obtained
ﬁheir water. _Aé fimé Qaésed on, food becaﬁe scarce; éven
iy iittié"énoif" shoe rabbits which usually were plentiful;

now were no whera to be found. The best hunters of the lit-
tle band made daily trips 1nto the forests, only to come
home ampty handed. The women and the chlldren had to be
fed. There was no water to be had as Nhn-nu—yer—we the.
monster, had not been fed for quite some time and was
guarding the lake.
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The Chief of the tribe walked to the banks of the
lake and promptly the water began to roll and churn; large
waves rolled upon the sand and banks;_the monster was in-
deed angry. The chief summoned the Wine iy, o b Srive
and asked his advice.

"Since we hdve no food to give, what can we do to
plpasé the monster?" o

The7wise'gid madicihe man repiied, "To please the
monster, some one must give his most prized possession,
something near to his heart,as a gift to Nun-nu-yer-we."

Netah, the little daughter of the Chief, heard this
and promptly thought of her doll, truly her most prized
possession and nearest to her heart., Doll in hand she
walked to the edge of the rolling‘and churning waters, -
Taking one last.look, she laid it mear the watert's edge,
With tears in her eyes she watched the waters roll over and
swallow her doll.

As the Chief and the medicine man stood ﬁalkingg.
the waters grew calm and still.

"Look," oried the Chief. "Someone has made a great
saerifice by giving his prized possession as a gift to the

monster. He 1s pleased. Now my tribe will have water.



AN INDIAN LEGEND OF THE BLUE BONNET
By Mrs. Bruce Reid
Notice the similarity of the "sacrifice" in

the following story to that of Netah's sacrifice
in the preceding one.

This legend is given as it appears in J. Frank
Dobie's Legends of Texas (Austin: Texas Folklore
Sooiety3“i%§ZTT Pp. 197-200.

.There had. been a great flood. followed by a greater
drouth, and then on the:droﬁth came a bitter winter of
sleet and ice. Even in the far south, where the cold
breath of winter is seldom felt, the woods and grasses of
the coastal plains were sheathed with a rattling icy armor.
A1l the game was dead or gone. The Indian people were
starving to death. A dreadful disease had broken out among
them. It was clear that the Great Spirit had indeed turned
his face away from his children. Day and night the mediecine
men chanted their incantations, danced to the music of the
sacred tomtoms, and mutilated their bodies in agony for a
promise from the angered Spirit. At last the Great Spirit
spoke. This was his message. In penance for the. wrong-
doing that had brought the evils upon the tribe there must
‘be ‘a burnt offering of its most valued possession, and the

110



111
ashes of this offering must be scattered to the east and to
the west, to the north and to the south.

Now among those who sat in discreet and becoming
silence, beyond the anxious warriors gathered about the
fires, was a little maid, too young for the heavy burdens
of Indian womanhood to have yet begun to fall upon her small
shoulders. Hidden among the folds of her scanty garments
she tightly clasped a tiny figure of white fawn-skin, rude-
ly shaped :into the likeness of a papoose, with long braids
of black horse-hair, and éeyes, nose and mouth painted on
it with the Jjuice of wvarious berries. This figure the lit-
tle maid had robed in a skirt, mantle, and high head-dress,
out of the feathers of a bird of the rarest of hues in
nature--the big, proudly crested, black-collared bird that:
calls "Jay! Jayi!" through the topmost branches of the tallest
and. largest trees.. Very, very beautiful were the feathers.
of this bird, soft, richly blue as the late afternoon skies
when they*cléarfarter showers which have lasted through a
day,; and as an older mother loves her living child, so did
the little maid love her deer-skin baby. Almost would  she.:
rather have died than have parted with it. Well she knew .
that it was by far the most precious of things owned by the
tribe; and her heart was very heavy indeed for the rest of
that day, and the part of a night that she lay beside her
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mother in their tepee, sleepless for that she saw her duty
so clearly.

At last she arose, and stooping to 1lift from the
smouldering fire within the tepee a bit of wood, one end
of which was a glowing coal, she slipped out into the night.
Under the twinkling, fresty sters she knelt, and prayed
that her offering might be accepted and the fact of the ac-
ceptance made known to her...

Then blinking her eyes to keep back the tears,
which an Indian child early learns must never be shed, she
made a fire of twigs and grasses, and thrust her beloved
papoose deep down into the glowing heart of the blaze, till
the last bit of skin and. shred of feather were consumed to
ashes. The ashes-she.carefully scooped up in the hollow of
her hand and: scattered, to the east and the west, to the
north and the south. - Then putting out what remained of the
fire, she patted the earth smeooth and flat again,

As' she did this last she felt beneath her palms
SGmething as fine and soft as the plumage with whiech she had
clothed her doll--something that had not been in that place
upon the ground when she:cleared it to maké her little fife.
Believing that this -might be the sign for which she had
prayed, she would have picked up what lay 'against her hand,
but she found it to be.rooted in the soil.
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So, returning to the tepee, she waited until morning
and then with her mother, whom she told of what she had done,
she went to the place where she“had burned -the little deer-
skin papoose.  But all about, as far as the ashes had travel-
ed upon the early spring night breeze, was nothing but a
blanket of.such-fiomers as had never before enriched the
landscape; and their thick tassels, in so great a"profusién
‘as nearly to hide the.tender green of their leaves, were of
the same deep, déep: blue as the. feathers of the bird that
calls "Jay! Jay!" through the high tree-~tops.

When the chief of the madiéine men heard the story
told by the mother and daughter, and saw for himself the
expanse of blue flowers, he called the tribe together, and
solemnly informed them that the commend of the Great Spirit
had been obeyed and the sacrifice accepted, and that the evil
which had for so long pursued them would now be at an end.

It was even so. At once the plains and the open
place, between lines and clumps of trees, began to renew
their verdure, scattered over with gayly colored wild flowersf
the birds and fourfooted things came badék to raise their
families; and the tribal crops, natural and cultivated, gave
every sign of abundant harvest.

In place of the name the little maid had borne,

another was given her, a name of many musicallf flo¥ring



114
syllables, the meaning of which, in the red men's tongue
was "she who dearly loves her people.™
Becsuse the gre&t spaggy anima}s, whose herds of

old thundered aeness the féf—fluné.prairiés, were so fond
of its succulent. grean abundance, the blue rlower was called

Indian name ‘which. the pale-faces translated into "puf -
falo: clover. After the maAnner. of its class of plant, it
‘bore prodiglous quantltles of fertile seed and rapidly ex-

tended the:limlts;of its growth.




THE GIANT COMES FOR MATDENS

Peah-Moopitz (the giant owl) appears in many
tales. Any natural or supernatural ob?ect that
embodies power, strength, and mystery (the eagle,
the alligator, the giant, the mountain top, the
buffalo) is viewed with awe. To the Comanche, it
commands fear, respecet, and obedience from its
people.

The following story was related to LuElla
Kliewer, who resided at Post Oak Mission for two
years, by Abe and Grace Hoah-wah in the spring of
1939.

Once upon a time there was a great giant that lived
in the mountains.

Every spring when the Indians had a festival, the
giant would come down from the hills and take away a group
of maidens to feast upon.

On one occasion, after tragic losses had been suf-
fered by the tribe repeatedly, at an especially elaborate
celebration for which much buffalo meat had been prepared,
the great giant appeared again. When the giant entered the
village, the Indians, young and old, cried and pleaded with
him.

As aslast resort they offered all the beef that had .
been cooked or dried if only he would promise never to mo-
leét them again, The giant consented to their proposition,
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and carried away all the beef in the great bag that he
carried. The giant, true to his word, never devoured any

more maidens.




THE GTANT RETURNS FOR BUFFALO MEAT

The following narrative, told by Mow-wat and
translated by Rachel Mow-wat, was given me in June,
1940, Whether it is another version of the pre-
ceding story or another story entirely is difficult
to say. At least, this one reveals that the buffalo
meat diet was relished by the giant.

The Indians were camped along the banks of a beau-
tiful stream. One young warrior, standing beside his te-
pee, preparing his bows and arrows, was suddenly aware of
a giant approaching., He had just time enough to warn the
other tribesmen in the camp.

"I want all the buffalo meat in the camp,"™ the
giant unceremoniously announced in his gruff voice.

"Why--surely--yes, help yourself," the warrior man-
aged to say. Obedience to the giant, Peah-Moopitz,was not
to be qnesfioned.

nT111 teke this much to my children, who live in
a large cave high up in the mountains,™ said the giant as
he filled the great bag on his back.

Watching the giant leave with their prized beef,
the Indians gazed in awe at the great hollow places in the

earth that marked the footprints of the giant as he walked.
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As soon as they had recovered from their astonish-
ment, the tribesmen hurriedly packed their belongings on
their horses--even the children helped--and left the camp,

to move to more desirable grounds.



PEAH-MOOPITZ KAHNTK

Peah-Moopitz Kahnik (giant's house) is the
story of a giant's existence in his cave. The
- legend wes related in May, 1940, by my brother,
Daniel A. Becker, who heard it from various mem-
bers of the Comanche tribe when he was a boy.
Elk Mountain, in which the cave is located, is
about four miles north of Post Dak Mission. The
cave can be seen from the mission.

A giant lived ‘in a cave located on the southern
slope of Elk Mountain in the early-:days before the white
man came, Exacting two buffaloes every fortnight from the
Indians living -south of -fhe mountain, he was a constant and
fearful menace.. As the years went by and the buffaloes be-:
came more scarce -because of the frequent buffale hunts of
the many different tribes of Indians, the fulfilling of the
giant's request was made inereasingly diffiecult.. Slowly
‘the white men came in. They also organized buffalo hunts,

Finally, when the Indians found it almost impossible
to furnish the required number of buffaloes, they held a
council, A young brave was designated to confer with the
giant concerning their problem. Cattle were to be suggested
aé a substitute.

| Approaching the entrance of the cave, the brave
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called, "Great Giant, I come before you to ask an important
question.™

"What is it you want?" said the giant.

"There ére not enough buffaloes on the prairies or
in the mountains. Will you not accept the beef of cattle
instead?-. ‘We have been eating it :for. years and flnd it very
delicious."

"Cattle are very small but I shall be satlsfied if
your tribe will bring me twenty," replied the glant.

i Gattle were thus substitﬁted for buffaloes, but the
change of the diet did not agree with the glant. He became
inoreasingly irrltable and nervous and menaclng. The coming
of 80 many white men, brlnging confu31on to this quiet moun-
taln country, was also dlsqnieting to the giant. The Indlans,
trying to appease his WTath brought hlm.forty beeves.

Findlng his new diet more and more disagree&ble,

#nd the encroachments of the whlte man unbearable, the giant
1eft his cave for g more secluded spot in the larger mounr

tain range farther west.



WHAT BECAME OF THE GREAT GIANT

The story of the final disappearance of Peah-
Moopitz is revealed in this tale related by Mow-
wat and interpreted by Rachel Mow-wat, June, 1940.
 No'tnap; arrow, lance, or other method.of destruction
that the Indian could devise was strong enough to conguer
Peah-Moopitz, the great giant that for so many years had
molested the tribe. .
One day, however, while the giant was sitting under
a large cottonwood tree, a big storm arose. ' The heavens
grew dark with .clouds, but it was not yet night. - The giant
enjoyed the;sound;bf the thunder, so much like his own voice,
~ The lightning flashed; he thought it magnificent. Then sud-
denly a bolt of lightning struck the tree., A great ball of
popping, cracking fire appeared. In an instant it disap-
peared as if it had evaporated into the air, and in place

of the Great Giant, there sat an ordinary owl.
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IT
-S?@RIES'QF THE-W&RPATE

The narratives in this graup are not necessarily
about actual rights and raids but about adventures or in-
cidents connected with these movaments._ They may be termed
"interesting 31de~lights“ of the warpath. Since there.are
over-lapping elements in most narratives, it is impossible
to draw a‘definite line between stories indicating that
this one or that oné belongs within a certain classifica=
tion, MhnykofﬂtheJaocounﬁs of adventures associated with:
the warpath will be found among "Stories of Heroes" and
"Stories of Spirit Guidance.™
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THE COMANCHE BOY WHO WAS CAPTURED

Legends of ,captured or lost children were popu—
lar because adventures, not ordinary or usual in
tribal life, made interesting:story material,.

The story related here refers to a conflict with
the Osages, who for many years were bitter enemies
of the Comanche.

The herkee is a brush arbor, but, in the story,
the framework without the brush served as the "tor-
ture bed" to which the boy was tied.

The legend was told by Rachel Mowawat in July,

1940, F e %

Once long ago when the Comenches were out on the
warpath, a boy beceme lost durlng a fight with the Osages,
He was taken by the Osages as a captlve back to their coun-
try. There he was tied to the top of a "herkee" frame made
of poles. Hls feet and palms were slashed.

Ax home his mother, father, and sister grieved for
him. The smster's husband and two ofher warrlors went out
to search for him. | | _ _ _

Aﬁ last they sighted an Osage camp. .Cautiously tney
remained in hi&lng until dark when they could approach w1th
greater safety to 1ook for the 1ost boy. _

"You two stay here in ambush and wateh the horses -
aaid the brother-in—lew after darkness had fallen. sI'1il

| ‘123 .
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get him if T can find him."

The Osages, in the meantime, were making prepara-
tions for a great war dance, a ceremony celebrating their
viotory. The boy heard the Osages as they built a fire
directly beneath his suspended body. Having had no food
nor water during the long afternoon in the scorching sun,
he now almost succumbed in his agony. He could hear the
tom-toms as they were beating out their dull rhythm nearby.

Stealthily creeping closer and closer to the fire,
the brother-in-law suddenly heard groans above him. Look-
ing up, he saw a body in the eerie light.

"Tg that you?" he whispered hoarsely;

"Yes," came the weak answer, "but there's no use
to try to get me and endanger your life, I can't live much
longer.” The boy could say no more.

nTt]1] go back to get my horse and then I sha;l take
you home. I*ll be back; do you hear?"

The faint answer, "Yes," came slowly.

Hurriedly, the brother-in-law secured his horse and
one companion and returned. The big dancé wes now nearing
its height, and the Osages, happily, had forgot their cap-
tive. After cutting the ropes that bound the boy to the
poles overhead, the mén lowered him to the back of the

horse, tied him there because he was too weak to sit, and
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started their journey home.
Not only the relativés but the whole Comanche band
welcomed the boy home and ppaiseafhis rescuers. To show
appreciation, the father gave the.son-in—law one of his

best horses ‘as’'a reward.




NU'AH NUH

This narrative relates another experience during
a fight with the Osage tribe. I d4id not learn the
meaning of the main character's name, but its im-
portance in the story is minor.

‘The story reveals a vein of humor which, even
in the midst of tragedy, is characteristic of the
Comanche's fun-loving disposition.

Rachel Mow-wat related the story to me in July,
1940, ;

Long ago, Nuahnuh a young COmanche woman, was
camping with others of her tribe along a stream. The band
suddenly found themselves surrounded by Gsages. The seouts
watching the'camp had not been alert. Horses around the
camp that had been tied and ready for a surprise attack had
been released and driven away. The Comanches ran for their
lives oﬁ“f00£; In the rain of arrows from the enemw Nuah-
nuh was wounded. She fell to the ground and appeared to be
dead. In the confusion the Osages ran over her body, kill-
ing others all around her. She had on a beautiful buckskin
suit and mocassins, but no one stopped to notice them in
the thick of the fight,

Some of the Comanche reached the mountains and the

timber safely, but many, meny others lay wounded or dead.
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Nuahnuh feigned her lifeless appearance until all seemed
quiet and safe after the enemy had gone. After dark she
started moving a shopt distance atla time. Those that were
alive came back to retrieve.whate%ef possessions they could
find. One woman who couldn't fin& her shoas saw the beaded
moceasins on Nuahnuh who she thonght was dead
"Well my frlend e said the woman in COmanche. You
are dead: and gone but I‘m stills aiive on this earth. I am
sorry, but . [ need your ﬂhoes.
Nuahnuh recngn121ng the 1anguage of her own. tribe,
turned over ana nearly frightened the woman out of her wits.
"I'll naed my shoes.. I'm not dead I just appeared
so because I thoughtiyou were of the enemy.. Ybu ‘can wear
my shoes, frienﬁ ir yeu Wlll see that I am carried safely
to my peOple. L

Nuahnnh and many others who were founa alive were

carried to safety where a new camp wes made. |



The belief that a médioine man bears a charmed
life is brought out in the following successful
-clash ‘with the Navajo warriors. Socalping was not
uncommon among the Plains tribes. The sucocess of
a warrior upon his return from the warpath: was de=-
termined by the proof of such sucocess. Secalps, as

-'in this story, served as definite proof and, also,
as cherished souvenirs.
. 0f the: four: names-of men; only two were trans-
lated: Ek'ah-ah'neah, the name of the medicine man,

- means the red mane of a horse; O'ha-tsumah, the name
of one Navajo, means yellow Fe,

Mow=wat’, tha‘nnrra or, gave the date for the
event by axplaining in the following manner: "Whan

. the three Comanche in this story surrendered at
Fort Sill, they were very old men. When they fought
the Havajo Indians in this story, they were young
men.® The olash, then, probably occured in about
1834, - Mow~wat told me:the atory in his own home;
June 29 1941. Raohel Mbwawat again aerved as in-
-tarpratar. : 3 o

Throe msn, long age, wont burfalo hnnting .éhi}
sueeeeded 1n killing ono at the root ef a mnuntain am@ng
soma trees. Being a 1ong way from eamp. they prepared teJ
eat there. Pea'sah-mah'kah built the rire, and Yeh'reh-
qna'see oeeked the maat._ Eh'kah-ah'neah, the third man,_
waa a madicine man o |

| While thay were eating, they s&w a rider came out
of the faot or the mcuntaina, 1oping toward them. They
128
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watched him as he passed and recognized him to be Navajo.
Another rider galloped by, and another, until six had
passed. The Comanche warriors, showing their bravery in the
face of the.enemy, 4id not run but kept on eating. The med-
icine many especially, seemed ocalm, According to custom;
he would not allow anything to interrupt his eating. "When
we are- through with our meal," Peesah-mahkah said, "we will
wash our hands and ‘then. get our horses." Washing the hands
after a meal was an important practice, especially for the
medicine - man, -

Again the Navajo riders came by, this time surround-
ing the three mens The firat two men jumped wp and ran for
their horses, but the med.licines man-kept eating. "Whatts
‘the matter," gaild one as he came back., "The enemy is here,
and: you.do not intend to fight?" But the medicine man re-
mained celm. When We had finished esting, he rose with
dignity and washed his hands. _.

THe Navejo began: shooting with their guns 'hﬁﬁ'vtheir
rbullejt§8='did'-.;1_o harm. During the fight five. of the Neva jo
'mgcﬁa were killed and the sixth one; bewildered, was
,gap‘fmas;: - The Comanche warriors scalped the dead men and .
buried the scalps at: the foot of the mountain,

_ Anxious to ‘take the prisoner back to Aampi, they
began packing their meat on a pé.ek horse: to, make ready for
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the trip. They tied a rope around the Navajo and led him
on foot. Late that night, when.thay arrived at their camp,
they called for Oha-tsumah, a captive Navajo that had 1lived
with the :Comanche tribe for many:years.

. -Oha=~tsumah shook hands with the new-comer and then
apoke to-himxin:hianmativa language. "Where did you come’
from, and how do you happen to be here?" he asked.

"It was a strange fight," thesﬁapturedtnavajo said
88 he told the story. "The three warriors stood their
ground and never ran. . Nothing seemed to harm them while
we fired all around-thgm‘—:Thpy-mugt'be-the.marriers who,
we have heard, never run from the enemy."

- "Yes, that ‘is.their way," 'gsaid Oha~tsumah. "Tell
me, friend; what is your name and what was your father!s:
name?" As :soon.as:the capbive mentioned his fatherts name;
dhﬁaﬁﬁumghnrchgnized-it«tehhe.ghatﬁof his own father's: '
brether v nagrer  the st meeL of -

"Why, we. are cousinsi. :Your: father and my father - .
were brothers,™ Ohg-tsﬁmah s&id, and then he turnmed to the
Comanche warriors with whom he had lived so long. “ﬁhat
mnst_bé done?" he asked. | -

Praviously the warriors had decided to tie the cap-
tive to a tree, duild a fire, and dance around him, But

now, the ceptive's relationship to the Nawvajo they had
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learned to love and respect ocaused them to reconsider the
problem.

"Let us all do our part in giving my kinsman gifts
and clothes," Oha-tsumah suggested. | "Phen, tomorrow, I will
accompany him half;way to his own people. To them he will
tell the story or his unuaual experiencea‘ The warriors
agreed. - | i

fha noxt morning aevaral~camancha warriors rushed
to the spet where ths rive Navajo.had been slain. Thay
took: the riders' horaes that were still there, and then
searched for the buried scalps. anh warrior manted one
ror a sour%nir, but there were not enough ror the numhar
of warriors. Tﬁo had to divide one scalp, and then all
were satisriéd.' Eaeh one tied his aealp with its 1ong hair
to the bridle uﬁder the harse's ohin and artor dividing the
saddlos, shields, knives, gnd gnns, rode homa to shcw'their
tellaw tribeamen the evidenee or their auqoess._
| | Tha camanshe and Navajo, ta this day, have remainad

enamies.



COMANOHE MIETS NAVATO

.~ The: gbory of the unexpected meeting of a Coman~ -
che and Navajo on the top of a mountain emphasizes
the :superiority of ‘the former :in nobleness of char-
acter as well as in physioal strength. The name of

++ - the:Comanche, Pooh'ko-to'sapti, means white whip- - oo

" Whis is ‘one of the few narratives that. reveal
tha infrequent practice of allowing a Comanche on
-+the warpath-to take ‘his mate:along, - The Mrunners"
usually leave their mates a sghort distance behind
whilé ‘they 'run ahead tosearch for the-enemy. 1y
._ Long ago whsn the Oomanehe were at war with theht
Navajo, Poohkontosapti, a rnnnar on the warpath, took hia
uite with him.to climb to the top or e mountain where he
would be able tc searoh the countrysiae for signs of tha
enemy | Aa they climhed, thgy didn't knaw that on tna oth-
er aide of tho mpuntain a Navaaa warrior and his mats uere
climbing taward the sama peak Bath couples had 1ert their

horses tied at the raot of the mnuntaino

h Suddenly, uithout even the warnins or noisy root-
ateps, the twa ooﬁplas stood faoe to face at the top or the
mnnntain. So aatoniahed that nana eould speak, they simply
- gtood there for a short while.
Finally the Comanche said, "Well, I am a warrior.
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I suppose you are one, t09, but I am at a loss to know what
to do. Let us sit down here and amﬁke while we decide upon
the action that we, as brava warriors, should take."

They sat in silence amoking and thinking,. The
Comanche smoked the Nawajo's long- red peaoo pipe, ‘and then
he spoka.again. “Wb #hall wréstlehxight here, - Hhoevur is
defeated mmat aubmit to hawing hia throat oux. The Nava-
Jo agreea. Hﬁile they urastled thﬂ wivas watohed, ﬁut they
never. 1ﬁ$eirupted ar disturbed ths mrogresa of the right.

Ths thaJOvsoan reund it impassibla %o fight any
1ongér.. “Iou are. the w&nmnr,ﬂ he- aaid. “Ybu may do ﬁhat
we agreed upon berore the fight.n

"I shall not taka your life," ‘bhe Gomanche waxrim.'
s&id. "wa have witnesaes to prove tq youx paople and to
my people that I uas the viotar. Ybu go back and tell S
ynur tribeamen what oar agreemsnt was- tell tham or our ij
right' and then tell them that I spared your li;e. .

Y ml'--'

ERRLAE P

“The honor that is duﬂ yuu 1s as great as 1t would
be 1: you had killed me. I shall tell them so." .
| Thay ahook hanﬂa and parted with rrienﬁly feelinsa,
bu$ they never pramiaed ta be trienﬁa. “



' THE NAVATO MOUNTAINS
4 The entire .story that follows, including its
one-paragraph introduction, was taken from Edward

Everett Dale!s.Tales of the Tepee-(New York: D. C.
Hea‘bh & company"‘, "1‘9‘2 Y, PDe W'Pmi

In southwestern eklahoma, about twelve or ‘tifa
.. teen;miles east of the town of Altus, is.a group ..
of mountaiins called the Navajo Mountains. Thay are
_.8teap -and :rugged, and rise from the level plain to
the height of about a thousand feet. It seemed
gtrange to me that they should be called by this

P name, for the ‘Navajo Indians live many hundred miles
to the west, .80 one day I asked an old Comanche.

,,,,,

chief why the mountains were so called and this ié

... the story that he told me.. - : T T e

‘A g:aat many yeara ago ﬁhare were several villagea

of Gemanches along the streams a reW'milea east ef these
mﬂuntains.: The country was heauxirul with plenty of gams
anﬂ wild fruits and’ pecans, and there wers no enemies near,
so the people 11ved ror many years 1n peaae and happinsaa.
Thay would somstimes make raids against the whites 1n Texas,
anﬂ cne summer had éven sent ‘some of their young Ten norﬁh
against the dheyannes, bat no enemy had ever come ne&r thair
own villages. | ' ' i -

A Thsy were therefors greatly ‘surprised one day ‘when
§i333ut came hurrying in with the news that a great war par-
134
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ty of strange people had been sighted by some Comanche hun-
ters only a few'miles to the west.  He said there were hun-
dreds of them, and that they were well armed and equipped
and were coming rapidly eastward toward the Comanche vil-
lages. '

The strangers weére Navajos. They lived very far to
the westward but had often heard of the Comanches, so a
great war -party had been organized to comeé over ‘into the
camanohe ceuntry in-order to fight them and teke their
ponies ﬁﬁﬁ other property.

At~onoe allwwas-hnrryfand bustle in the-eomanehe”*
oamps. ~The ponies were. qpiokly-@rivan in, the best ones
oaught and mounted by the warriors,.who had hastily painted
their faces and .armed -themselves. with: their-best waapona.
Thﬂ\more remota oamps - were: notified of the impenﬁing danger,
and as saon as-their warriors had arrived, the little co-
maneha army rode rapidly away toward the west to. m@et the
_advaneing enemy. A8 they drew near this group of mnun- A
tains, they sent. scouts .ahead who ‘presently rpturned witp,“
the news that the Navejos were encgmped in a -small grove‘“
west or the mﬂuntaina -where - they were reating and grazing
their penies,\apparantly without thought. that the Gomanohes
might be near. . - : _ RO TR iy _

A oouncil of war was hurxieﬁly ocalled, and the chiers~
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after a brief talk; decided to attack at daylight the next
morning. <Ceamp was accordingly made in-a little glen -among
some low hills, and the warriors: lay down end slept until -
near daylight. All then .arose, mounted ‘their ponies, and
moved silently . forward to attack: the Navajo oamp.

- The -sun was  just .coming ‘up when they approached the
grove where the enemy was encemped. As they drew near, the
leaders gaye the word to charge, .and the little Comanche
army dashed upon the cemp, uttering fearful warwhoops and
firing arrows at the Navajo warriors, who in many cases. . .
had just .arisen from sleep and were cooking breakfast. -

The fight was:lopng and fierge. The.Navajos, re-
eovering from -their surprise, seized their bows and arrows
and fell back from camp, ghooting as they went. Sﬂﬁasqf
them leaped upon their ponies, others kept -on foot, shel-
tering themselves as best they could from the Comanche ar-. .
rows .among. the big rocks along the foot of.the mountain.,

Yet the. Comanches slowly pughed them backward along
the::qptwq;_phe mountain towerd the north. The Navajos kept
together, however,. and.digputed.gvery foot of ground, Their
camp was 1n the hands of their enemies, but the Comanche .
warriors had ne time to stop and loot. $hagahgd_phg_gdg§pf
tage, bum the battle was by no means won._;

. The fient lasted for hours, A% last, the Nevajos
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were pushedraway from the sheltering rocks, and losing heart
fled in wild confusion;, each warrier trying only to save him-
self. The Comanches pursued and:shot them down one by one
until at-last 1t seemed that all the Navajos were killed.
The Comanche warriors: believed that not a:single one had.
escaped s - They:noﬁxreturnad to the Navajo camp, ‘gathered
up the ‘ponieg, '‘and collected all the booty. There was a |
large amount of it: *There'wére-tepees;cs&ddléa,'blanketa;
weapons,  end 'food, behiaes¥&1l{theﬂponieswaf the ‘Navajo
war party: ‘The Comanches then feturned home to their women
and children, who welcomed: them with great delight, and a
splendid feast: and dance, lasting several days, waes held
to celebyrate..the vietory., -
117 -;Aa~the§yearstassed the-battle with.tha Navajos.

wasg almost rorgatt_aﬁé’?‘_n ‘Then almost::ywent'y-__years afterward,
a party of -Comanches: wag returning from an expedition against
the whites far. down in Texas. Late one evening they drew
near this.gr@np.or.mﬁuntaina:andpﬂegiﬁed te-qemp:at the edge
of the roeks, |

& “The-men were hobbling the ponies, and semafof;them
were lying in:the shade of ‘the first tepees erected, when
some of the women, who had gome off along the edge of the
rocks looking for dry wood, came running back to camp scream-
ing that there was a Navajo on the mountain. The Comanche
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braves seized their bows and ran out to meet the women, and
when they came near they saw high up among the recksg the
half neked form of a Navajo brave running along and leaping
Trom rock to rock. B e~ &

‘I.’hey ptsu-sueﬂ him ‘buﬁ 1t was growing duak and they
soon 1031; him 4n the ~roek:s. : The ﬁaxt morning they found his
home merely a_ cave among the_ _boulders y but theugh they )
searohed long, they oould ne:w.rer find. the man himself - So
they destroyed h:!.s aimple rurniture and wen'b on to 'cheir |
homeg_a farther north._ o
- They knew that. thia Nava;]e must ‘be the 1ene aurvivor
of the great battle which ];md ta}sen plaoe many years before.
Hj,s anpmona all dea.ci, .he had not dared to e.ttamp‘b to tra-_’
verse elgne the hundreds of miles of pra:lrie that 1ay L
tweenh;lm anrlhj.s people at home, so he had settled down t;:
spend the remainder of his life as & hermit in this 1itple _
group.of.mowmtains.. ... ... . s o,

.What. became of. him the Gmnches never k;:.ew. . -They
supposed. that he lived out his life and died there. In |
‘time most.people forgot all theseineidpn?a . bub elong.the .
9‘156 of . the mckﬁ flint errowheads are still, pioked . by
dozens,. relies of that. great battle, while the mountains
are still called the Navajo Mountaing. K .



A RAID FOR HORSES

The following story was told by Felix Koweno

in June, 1940, as an example of the many similar
~versions. about raids for horses. -

One night when the moon was full, a small but brave
band of Comanches planned a daring raid to extend into Mex-
ico in order to secure more horses, the animals that had
proved so valuable to their new life on the plaims in hunt-
ing buffeloes, moving camp, catehing wild prairie chickens
and Indian roed runners, playing games, and fighting enemies.
An expedition so dangeraué required special prearranged plans
which had to be strictly followed. Scouts had located some
desirable herds. | |

| Horses on the range were of_ten in the special charge
of one seldier or guard who, by holding the leader of the
horses by a long rope or rein, was able to keep the entire
herd near. i

Following directions carefully, the warriors advanced
in the darkness of night. At a certain ﬁeint one of the war-
riors went ahead stealthily to approagh the guard. He knew
that only one sound could mean the death of the entire band
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by the fire of other aroused gusrds. He found the guard
aéiéeﬁ. 'ﬁhen he located the rope, he cut it midway between
tﬁ;}ﬁorse_anﬂ:guard, end led the leader silently over the
range with the other harséh réllaégng. At a safe distance,
each of tha sevaral hnndred tribesmen caught a hcrse and

I'

galloped-&eraas tha plains to their diatant camp .,



A'SE-TOMMY

The story: that follows is suppeged to have
occurred on Texas soill about seventy years ago
during the. height of the Indien raids on the
whites there.

Atse~tommy, in. telling this.historicel epi-
sode to his fellow tribesmen, would always begin
-or.end: the story by saying, *I used to think it
was great advemture to participate in raids on

- white settlers; but now sinoce.l..am gettled and
the tribe is at peace, I realize that great wrong
- has been done."

Atge~t
acquired RIs nas _
a vision or a grey horse. The ‘name signiries mas-
Ler of %‘ﬁ%&x horse. In his youth he was qpite an
accomplis equestrian.

it The story was related to me. by Rachel Mow-wat
in July, 1940,

‘ who haa been dead about ten years

Out .on & warpath the Comenches' warrlors reached
:thg;§0p_qr_awmgyntain,an@uatepyggﬁgg_tﬁke a view of what
lay beneath them. Near the foot of the mountain they sew
& ferm house, - Some horses were near the houge and a washing
-was out on the line. ‘ .

T A eoming down from the mountein and cautiausly ap-

proeghing the house, they found a woman in one of the rooms

reading. When they were disao#ared.thoy began shooting

their bows and arrows and giving the warhoop to frighten

everyone out of and away from the house. No one was hermed,
141
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but after the whites had fled, the Indians went through the
house, tearing up furniture, breaking out windows, and shoot-
ing wildly. They found some men's pants as they tore through
the olothing. Cutting the pénts'off at the knees, they put
them on and ralaxeavfdr a""smoka;ﬂﬁfTékins what they could
with them, they 1ert, riding the horses that they captured.

| The naxt morning, 1ooking down fram another mountain,
they Qﬁw another rarm hoase. Horaas were 1n and around the
barn in & 1ot.‘ Approaohing the house quietly with baws and
arrews, they réund more than Juat one ramily. Eany visitora
seemad to have gathered for a special occaaion._ In the raid
that rollawed the whites were killed or wnnnded. Aﬂ the '
womsn and children ran for safety in the oellar, the war- :
riors grahbed them baok to frighten them.and then let th&m
8?5 They killod anﬁ scalped many or the men and took the
scalps ror sauranirs or their suocesa.

ik Tha acreams and groans and orieg that they heard |
didn't please the war;iora.' To qﬂiet tham.they set fire
to the house and watched it burn down. Then they took the
horses, thair prize of the raid and drove them h@me.



 STORTES OF HEROES-

Stories or heroea gave the yeuth or the tribe ideals
and standards of behavior and instilled 1n him a bnrning am-
bition to acoemplish that which wuuld bring honﬂr to him
personally,_and to' the tribe, ga a whole. Thﬁy aervad as
a guida 1o ﬁotion, yositiva or negative 1n tha faoe of dan-

ger or in a crisis. Thase narratives in addition, made the

youth® proud of their history and heritage. The many aeoounts'

of the lowiy riains to a plaoe or honor end prestige 1nspirei
the poorest, mast 1nsignificant "rorgotten gon" in thé tribe.
Since a position of leadarship was not inharited anyone
could aspife_to*itl “ The members of the tribe, t6o; were -
never-hesitant in acdknowledging heroic efforts with due honor
and " Teward signifying a most demoeratio 'wéy of 1ife.  Many
stories that could well be grouped here will be found in -
the divisions called’ nStories of: the warpath " gnd- "St@ries
of" Spirit Guidance." S
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THE CINDERELLA BOY

~The title of this story, which I attacghed,
more than a mere Cinderella story in that it in-
ocludes e hero!s response to an-ambition, his de~
termination to reaoh it, his success, and at last,
‘his reward. .
In many respects the narrative resembles same
.. European folktales -among which are "Boots and His
Brothers®™ and "The Princess on the Glass Hill" in
§3§§;gg_m eg from the Norse by Peter Christen
sbjornsen. Eg{ ogggge found in the English in
Johnson and, Scott's A -ho@ % of Ghildren's Lit- -
erature (Bostom: Houghton, 1Tn Company, 49),
PP. 106-162, among the Scandinavian folkteles.

Tha grandmother in the atory is a mediocine
woman. Medicine women are not-fregquently mentioned:
by the Comanche. As "witch dostor," they hold a
position similer to the medicine men, but they do
not have the general and broad powers of leadership
in the tridbe and in the gergmgnial tepee.

The legend was told by Mow-wat and 1nterpreted
by Rachel Mow-wat in. June, 1946 9

Thare enoe wag & very poor boy who 1173& and tra-
veled with his grandmothsr.' ene day, when the Infilans ware
eam@ed noar a msuntain streém, snms of the huntars or the
‘tribe rouna. an eagla perched atop a tall tree. All or the
mast skilled arrow shaotars attempted to bring dawn the
eaéle, but all failed. The ohier taking an 1ntereat in the
oont?st announced that.he wnuld give his daughter as a prize

to the warrior who was suoeessful 1n bringing down the eagle.
¥ LA ,14*
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This poor boy, greatly moved; ran home to his grand-
.mother to tell her of the remarkable contest and the coveted
prize.

"] want to enter the contest.. Will_ynu-makejmsﬂseme
fTine arrows?h - Jiiia

Why, 'sen, you will have mo chance in a -contest -
where so many of our best hunters .are entered.  But if you
insist, I shall help you," :said ﬁha-srandmo&hen.h.g
. The grandmother made four arrows and a bow. As she
watohed the delighted boy leave, she knew her hopes were
‘right with him. . g
-a8. the young man .@nproagheﬁ-i T, 4 B 0y

%Who.4s that?". they jeemedsw.. - . — .

"4 regged, unknown lad like that cantt do enything,”
.said another. - et 5 : e Nds o |

-MLet him take his change like the rest .of you, n said
ﬁpe.;egdog, "This is a fair and open contest,” . . . -

_ The boy aimed and shot. No eagle fell. The second

and the third arrow brought no results. The men laughed. .
louder. After cerefully aiming the last arrow, he let it
fly.. The eagle dropped down at .the feet of the astoﬁiahéd
warriora. ALl of the men, jealous of the poor boy's good
fortune in wiﬂniﬁ&the ohief's daughter, Pprotested. that, he
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was not worthy. The chief, however, declared his intention
of keeping his word. -

The boy, torn between the joy of his suecess and- -
fear lest he should not be worthy'of the prize he sao desired,
returned to -his grandmother who was a "medicine woman."

-'ﬂThey“1augﬁed-at;ma&heoausowxﬁlooke&.paor; - Then .they
said I was unworthy:of the .daughterof the chief. Could you
give me some clean clothes s8¢ that I will make a: better ap-
pearance when I go for ‘her?®

"Don't worry, son. You go to the creek and wash.
Then bring all your eld clothes to me," she commanded.

When he brought back his clothes, the grandmother
dipped them into a pot of boiling water that she had pre-

pared. The water instantly transformed the rags to a com-
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plete buckskin suit with beautiful colored decorations. The
worn shoes turned into elaborately finished moceasins; an
0ld buffelo hide, dipped into the'sams boiling water, ecame
out a bright colored blanket; and his shabby head-dress be-
came a magnifioent war bonnet.

"Bend over," she direected, ™"and let your hair touch
the water." Immediately the dusky braids became long, black,
and glossy.

"Now get some ashes,” the grandmother said.,

The astonished boy obeyed. When he returned, she
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turned them into dried aromatic herbs with which she scented
his now complete regalia,

No brave in the mzmory or those tribesmen was ever
seen in such fine array. His athletic body, his graceful
step, his manly hearing, all ahowed tho eourageoua spirit
of this ambit;.ou outh vrhese dbtamin&tion waa undaunted

in the fapa or difriculty. Evaryona now'realized he wes -

more wofthy than all the others to make the ehief*s beau-
titul- aaughtar his bride.



, This is more truly a hero story than the oth- -

ers in the group as it actually relates the heroic
.- deed that -brought.the main character his name of

honor. It is typical of the narratives told for

.the ,purpose of -instilling the youth-of the tribe

a desire to do that whieh is noble and unselfish.
. :Bravery, strength, gourage, ambition; and love:fer

his rellew beings were some of the i&eals to be

dlett Parker wrote the story, following the
,3193$gp"yarsion as olosely as possible; in November,.
PWA long time: ago, when the chief was:a little bo?,
his namé was. not.Brave: Heart: He was: called Clock Dook.
;;ﬁﬁ;e g;@ckapook:wgs_thaufirst=haby in thé ramily, aﬁ& hié
mother was very proud .of him, . She wanted him tQ grow atreng
for. the -hunt{ and brave to. derend hie-people-in time: er war.
Seon.cloek Dock. was. ald -enough to: play with other hoya, and,
as he bacams older, -he:grew taller and stronger,: By
One day when: he had almost reached. manhood ~he was
walking leisurely through the forest near the. camp.: Sud-
denly, from: somewhere nearby, there burst upon the still air
the . frantic screams of children, . Clock Doock flew like a

deer toward the spot:where he gaw three_dhildren;bryiﬁgazop-*

soale a;highwrook¢a;Farnoff,ﬁthxoughathantnses,ﬂarmaunaqd-'
148
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grizzly bear was ambling towsrd them;

Clock Dock had no weapons-with him; but he daid not .
hesitate; for every minute was precious. He grabbed the
nearest heavy limb that he c¢ould find, hid behind a tree
near the rock, lifted his club, and waited for the bear.to
oharge. The grizzly was so intent upon the children that
it 414 not notice him, Just as the bear went by the tree,
Clock Dock, with his club raised high, brought it down with
all his strength upon the begr's nose. The bear ;a&l&to the
earth, but was on its feet again in an instant facing Clock
Dock. Then when it started to :eér up, Clock Dock brought
his club down directly on its nose again with even greater
forece than before. With that terrific blow the bear fell
again, and this time it lay still. /

Clock Dock stood over it for a few moments, to make J
sure that it was dead; and then, gathering the frightened
children together, he took them.back to camp.

Word of Clock Dock's brave deed spread rapidly around
the camp. When the Chief heard of it, he called CGlock Déek
to him and told him fhat for his aet of courage he waul&
henceforth be celled "Brave Heart.® This was his fiist real
name, and he was very proﬁd of it. |

Several years later, when the chief of the tribe died,
Brave Heart was chosen to succeed him béoause of his strength,
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his courage, and his love for the people. Thus it was that

little Clock Doock became Chief Brave Heart and won the high-
est honor of his tribe.

A

e




Feather hunting wes & popular past-time because -
feathers were in great demand for decorat ing tri‘bal
-regaliaas“well ag for arrow-making: -
The narrative was written in January, 1959 by
© . Vide Téhohiw-wickah while:'she was a student’ ‘4n’cache -
_ High Scheol. |

Once there lived ah Indian men, his wife, and two
sons,; who'moved with:other :tribesmen’ from ﬁi‘faee:itowpléaé
wherever tha?.;g_‘re._éa:-ms good enough for their-horses. The ' -
oldest son was . married to a young and beautiful girl, the
daughter of a welle«known family of 'the village. Because
the younger “soh-was ‘noted for his ‘bravery and Bkii'l?, he was
admired by -all ineluding the young bride. The older brother
had long been jealous of him.

" One day their parents, finding 1t ﬁecgésary to be
gone for'a few days; left the three- in dar'e -of ‘the camp
The first day. they were alone, the oldest son suggested that
they go feather hunting.  In :fhéir wandering they came ‘to a
river which was running full with water. ‘Just on’ the bank~
was a'tall tree at the top of which they could see.a mother
bird with two little ones near a nest. |

. "Hurryl -Climb to the top and get them before they
151
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they fly away," said thé older brother.

After the boy had started his ¢limb, the brother.
:directed his wife to chop down.the tree..

‘"Surely you don't mean thati® she cried.. s

She pleaded, but when he threatemned to kill her, she
began weeping and f'i.éheppi-ns_;; ~Just -as -the boy gained the top
‘and reached-out. to teke the young birds, the tree begen fal-
iling toward the water. _ B e

Realizing his plight, he moved to the :side where he-
‘would be on the top.-as: it hit the water. Immediately after-
wards he found himself floating.downstream on the log in the
rushing waters.

On the second day.after that unfortunate event, his
father and mother returned. Immediately they missed their
favoriteLaenwn,mhe,ﬁlﬁpr\bro&herqexplained that the boy had
\gone hunting and had never returned. A searahiné;band ﬁae
organized; but no where was the boy to be found. 4

-On the -third day at dusk the log floated.against a
‘big stump ueer. the:bank. In;the.abillness.at -this spoet the
boy heard voices. Looking around, he saw people running
toward him and realized he was by & friendly Indiean village.
The Indians welcomed him and listened to his story. The
daughter of the wealthy chief of the tribe, taking an inter-
est in the boy, volunteered to adopt him as a son. The
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parents also were pleased with him.,

Six years later, showing himself worthy, he married
a girl of the village. In thg seventh year he told his fam-
ily and foster mother that he hadna'ionging to see his people
again, ﬁ. B G ;_ AN A

All the Ghiar's ramily'mada preparations ror the
jeurnay. A week later, when they ‘were near his parents vil-
lage, they made camp for t&a night‘ An Indian.man rrem a
neighboring tribe viaiting th&m that night suddegly -exclaimed,
"Why here is mw lang-ioat, dear rriand! Do you anW'ma?“

The twn rriends spant the evening recalling oxperi—
ences of their ynuth.~ The next marning when they arrived at
the village, his own people ran out to greet them. Among the
tribesman he raund his rather and mother. -
| “Bnt where is mw'hrether?ﬁ_the bey asked disappointed-
1&; In his own heart he had rorgi;an him long agoe.

- b “B}on hearing the news of your arrival A one 61& man

volﬁnxaered “he jumped upon his horse and salloped away at
rnll apaed thraugh the village toward the hills.



An interesting 'side-~light :on the life of Chief -
Ten Bears is the account of his going to washington
to gee.-the Great White Father. According to the
reports of several comanche, Ten Bears was the first
chief to Journey: to Washington on horseback. There -
the Govermment gave him another horse, a chestnut
sorrel, that he Later used for & race horse. The
name he aequired was given him by the Ute tribe
~after he became prominent as a warrior.  The name
in Comanche is Pah'ruah-su'ahmeno. The Tahkopy
family living near Post Oak Mission are said to be
descendants of the famed Chief.
The historical legend, as related here, follows
the version given by Mow-wat and translate& by Rachel
Mow-wat, June, 1940, :

Long ago ‘the Indians were eamping along a oreek.
ene night they were singing and danoing to the beat of tho
tom~tom, following the ancient rituals of the tribe berere |
going out on a warpath.' The next day thay left fer their
'dutiea, travuling at intervals ror two or three daya. While
the others ware preparing to camp one evening, 8 warrior
left the group to wander alone along the oreek to see 1r he
oould rinﬂ a better looation in thia deaertad far away place.
S he walke&, he suddenly noticed the tracka of a
barerooted ohild in the sanﬁ Without going rarther ha Te~

turned to camp for another man. After rollowing the tracks
o8] 154
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for some distance, they came to some willow trees.

"We might wait here; perhaps there are enemies in

ambush. We'll see what happens," said one of the men.

| While they waited unnéticad, a little boy came along,
playing-in the sand. Hearing their sudden mnvement, the child
(perhaps two years ol&] started running but one man caught
h;m, Carrying him, now, they oentinuad to follow his trail,
unable to ﬁﬂderstand how'a ohild oould be in this lone place.
Thay were not prepared for what they saw when direotly in-
rront of them they founﬁ the body, partially decomposed et
what had been, Bupposedly, hia mother. Signa dafinitely “
showad that ahe had been alain. Tracks and depressiens in
the sand around the body told the atory of the ehild's al-
tarnate play, weariness, hnngar, and loneliness.

They took the boy baok‘with th&m to the camp withnut
ever discovering the circnmstances of the mather*s tragio
death. '1‘}13‘ voy was adoptea in‘bo a prominsnt ramily.' ‘I'he
mAn who adépted htm teak him.uherever he went, evun.whan e
was small, to train him ror the warpath the hunt, an& the‘
othar ag?;vities or a young Inﬁian brave. He trainsd him in
oourase, skill, gnd loyalty.  When he beoama oldar, beoauae
hc was the braveét and tha moat capable or all tribesmsn, he
was ohosen 'l;o be the chier of the tribe. They called him

_Ghief Ton Bears.



o
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The qpalitios of Gomanche oratory, which may also
he true of all Indian oratory, ‘which seem to make it es-
pecially effective are the following: simplicity, direct-
ness, and sincerity. Avoiding abstractions and generali-
zation and depending upon figurative language to iilugtrate
what he is attempting to express, the Comanche expresses
his thoughts in such a way that his hearers find themselves
visuelizing one vivid mentel picture after another.

It is lamentable that much excellent oratory is lost
to the reading public. Each time I come into a Comanche
gathering, I hear at least one such recitation. Most of
their speeches are 1mprampta,;ithnbt axtemperanéous, and
they convince one of the ract;that the Comanohe have the
ability to express themselves orally. Herman Asenap is one
such speaker. I recently heard an impromptu Memorial Day
talk in which he compared the old Gamhnche burial pfactioes
with those of .the new. Well-worded and well-organized, his
talks ring with sincerity.

| 156
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I have chosen three types of speeches: Ten Béaré'.
oretion 1s most native, lacking all influences of modern
education and civilization, and fb? that reason truly Co-
nenshe. Hernessy's talk bears the mark of the sohoolroam.
The speach of Quanah Parker, given 1n English, shews a’ re-
markable ability'te expreas himself even 1n a 1angunge
somewhat- foreign to his tongue.:



: Ten ‘Bears' speech at Mbdicine Lodge . CQunoil s -
taken from papers relating to the peace commission
of 1867, Room-316, shelf I. Sy P., 4, 5, and 6, .
U. S. Indian Office as quoted in éichards, 'I'he 0o-
i »gggggngaxrier;“ppa 503-304. . _
My heert [sam he] 1a fi].led with joy when I see
Iyou here, as the brooks fill with w&ter when the snows
melt in the spring, and I reel glad as the panies do when
the fresh grass starts in the beginning of the year.':Ik"
haard @r your coming when I waa many sleeps away, and I
made hut rew oampa before I met you. g~ knew that you had
Ioama to do good to me and to mw‘people. I looked ror benew
-rita which would last fore?ar, and so my face shines with
Joy as I look upon you. E& paopla have never first dr&wn'
Ia bcw or rirad & gun against ths whites. There has been |
_tronhle on the line betwuen us, and my young mﬂn have danoed
the war dance. But it was not begun by us. It was yeu who
_sent out tha rirst scldier and we who sent enx the aecond.
”Two ynars ago, I came up upon this road rallewing tha bur~
ot falo, that my wives and ohildren might have their cheeks
N plump and. their bodies warm, Bnt the solé.iera rired ‘on  us,
158
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and . sinoe that time there has been-a noise like that of thun-
der storm, and we have not known which way to go. So it was
upon the Canadian. Nor have we been made to ery once alone.
The blue~dressed soldliers and the Utes came from out of the
night when it was dark and still,; and for camp-fires they
1it our lodges. Instead of hunting game they killed my
braves, and-the warriors of the tribe out short their heir
for the dead. So it was in Texas. They made sorrow come
in our oamys; and we went out like the buffalo bulls whén '
the cows.are attacked.- When we found them we killed them,
and their scalps hang -in our lodges: The:Comanches are not
weak. and blind, like the pups of a dog when seven sleeps old.
They .are strong and far-sighted, like grown herses. We took
their road and we went on it., The white women oried and our
women laughed. -

- But thers are things which you have said to me which
I 4id not like. They were not -sweet: like suger, but bitter
like gourfds. You sald that you wanted to put us upon e =
reservation,; to build us houses .and make us medicine lodges.
I do not want them. I was born upon the prairie, where the
wind blew free and there was nothing to bdbreak the light of
where everything drew a free breath. I want to die there .
and not- within wells. I:know every stream and every wood
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between the Rio Grande and the Arkansas. I have hunted and
lived over that country. I lived like my fathers before me
and like them I lived happily.

When I was at Washington the Great Father told me
that all the Comanche land was ours, and that no one should
hinder us in living upon it. éo; why do you ask us to leave
the rivers and the sun, and the wind, and live in houses?
Do mot ask us to give up the buffalo for the sheep. The
young men have heard talk of this, and it has made them sad
and engry. Do not speak of it more. I love to carry out
the talk I get from the Great Father. When I getl goods and
presents I and my people feel glad, since it shows that he
holds us in his eye.

If the Texans had kept out of my country, there
might have been peace. But that which you now say we must
live on is too small. The Texans have taken away the places
where the grass grew the thickest and the timber was the
best. Had we kepl that, we might have done the things you
ask., But it is too late. The white man has the country
which we loved, and we only wish to wander on the prairie
until we die. Any good thing you say to me shall not be
toréotten. T shall carry it as near to my heart as my chil-

dren, and it shall be as often on my tongue as the namﬁ of
the Great Father. I want no blood upon my land to stain
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the grass., I want it all clear and pure, and I wish it so
that all who go through among my people may find peace when
they come and leave it when they go out.




QUANAH PARKER'S FUNERAL SPEECH

The speech that follows was delivered by Quanah
Parker at ‘the second burial of his beloved white
mother on December 4, 1910. It shows, sbove all
else, his ability to express himself even though
he spoke in the English instead of his native Co-
manche language. When speeking in his own language,

he was as eloquent as any speaker of his tribe. _
The speech 1s given as it was printed in the Lawton
News-Republican of March 3, 1911, Lawton, Oklahoma.

Forty year ago my mother died. She eﬁptureg by
Comanches, nine years old. Love Indien and wild 1ire.so
well no want fo go back to white folks. All same people
anyway, God sey., I love my mother, I like white peoﬁlé,
Got great heart.

I want my people follow after white way, get edu-
cate, know work, make living when payment stop. I tell
tem they got to know pick cotton, plow corm. I want them
know white man's God. Comanche may die today, tomorrow,
ten years. When end ocomes then they all be together again.
I want see my mother then.

That's ﬁmy when government United States give money
for new grave, I have this funeral and ask white folks to
help bury. Glad to see so many white relkh and sSo many my
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people here to funeral. Thatts all,
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WE COMANGHES

The following speech was delivered for a school -
function by Richard Hernessy (deceased) with whom
the speech is original except for the ald he received -
from his instructor.

We, the Comanches of today, are standing upon the’
border line of a new country, a country that cannot be pie-
tured by :art nor depicted by the pen of men. We, the Coman-
ches of today, are turning our backs upon the old  country
with -its meny traditions sacred to memory, and are speeding
with great leaps and bounds toward the new country of which
I -speak.

1. do not. condemn ‘our old state of ecivilization as.
something of whioh I wish to be ashamed, but of something
which the present generation of Comanches: should put aside,
as: one: would an. old- -_p‘i-—w-.' that no: Yonger ‘een: be used to turnm
the fertile fields #ifi theuwpraduetion of food, and then: learn
to feed the hungry minds of a- oivilization-seeking reace of:
peoples ;

‘Before proceeding further it might be well %o speak:
of conditions and enyironments that surrounded the Comanches
of £ifty and a: hundred years ago.: The Comanches were members
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of that noble race of Indians who at one time were in peace~
able possession.of & part of the continent of North America.
They roamed its mountains, plains,-and valleys, unmolested
by the strong.stained hends of the white men, possessing-
more of the virtues;that adorn humenity and fewer of the.
vices that degrade than any humble pecple recorddqd on pages
of history=-ancient .or modern.

Nevertheless, it is.difficult for an Indian to roll
away the huge stone of prejudice:in the white man's mind as
thousands hate him because they do not know him, and-deaire
not to know him because they hate him. An economical and.
social condition forces the Comanches, as we are forced today,
to seek the path that leads to civilization. His wants once
were supplied by the bounteous hand.of nature, the nature that
unfolds and spreads out her forest robes, bringing ioye;;ness
in summer with the shady hills and .vales, and.a quietness in
the. calm and mellow autumn with .its variegated hues ~and.
falling leaves. Yesterday the old.Comanche.lay down to.sleep
amid all these beautiful scenes and awcke on the morrow. con-
zation. Then the old Comanche with all the bravery that had
been the proud boast of his race for generations, found him?
self compelled to fight to keep the land that had .been the
huhting grounds of his people for ages.  In vain would.he
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march his erude:methods of warfare against the death~dealing
ifiventions of. the white race; but in spite of his bravery,
gourage, and determination to retain them, his vast.domains
were swept away from him. : Finally he was placed within the
narrow gonfines of an Indian reservation, as has been the
fate of all tribes of America. Here he was to make a last
stand agaiﬁst the invader. He was not now waging a physi-
cal warfare for the retention of his country, but fighting
to retain his traditions and customs.

| First we find him embracing the religion of Jesus
Christ that the missionaries brought. The way was now paved
for an easy journey beyond the border line of that old coun-
try. The missionaries were also the first to lead the Co-
manches into that mysterious land called--"education." Pri-
marily it was through their works and efforts that thé gov=-
ernment was aroused to its duty toward the people it had
engulfed. At the present time we find most of the young
Comanches being educated in the different schools provided
for them by the government; but they are, for the most part,
listless, going out from these schools to live the life of
the o0ld Comanche, while only a few have taken advantage of
the training received.

The time is now upon us when we can no longer live

thé lives of our fathers, since we are today completely
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surrounded by a highly eivilized society. We have yet to
learn to desire knowledge, to take the initiative, and to

know ourselves and our capabilities. We must do something

for ourselves and our people.

Tk
¥
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e ST&RIES BF SPIRIT GUIDANCE-

The oou.rse or action Tor: the Gomancha, when it. in-
volved aer:loua, saared, a:: :lmportant censaquencea, was ‘0f =
through f.he voice of the msdioine man, who was in comunion
with the areat s;:irit.. A T Re '

'J.‘ha narra.t-ivea 1n this cliviaien, although having
the element of spirit guidance in them, oon‘bain i‘ive sbories
of the supermatural, three stories of the warpath, and three
stories of herces. ©Since stories of spirit guidance are seo
prevalent among the Comanche, I -considered it necessary:to
give them a-special classification.:

163



THE HEALER AND THE HEALED

The Comanche refer to the-aet of healing on a -
mountain top as-ah'na ha'bin (to lay on a hill),
The top of :any ﬁIII‘Is a- symbol -of ‘the habitat of
the eagle from whom the madioine man is believed
-t0 derive:his magic power. There are several-:hills
in the Comanche territory that have been designated

..as hills of healing;  One,.southwest of Indiashoma,
is called Po'ha ko'nee (madieino hill). It is a
round, rocky mound. Now, however, a plowed field
surrounds it.

‘The -above information and -the following story
were given by Herman Asenep in June, 1940. The
-parrative, similar to.many in this group, hag ref="
erences to the following magic elements: the dawn,
the east, healing waters, and:the number four.

enoe, 1ong ago, a tribaaman who wished to ba a
healer took a sick man with him to a lonely plaoa on thé
top of a hill. Althongh he knaw that sleep was necessary
to produce a vision that would grant him the power, he spent
the first night restless and anxious with no rest, He stay-
od another night with his patient, Becoming sleepy, he
dozed off early. The vision came and a voice spoke clearly.

"Wake up at dawn. Go east below the hill; There
you will find a creek with plenty of running water. Take
a bath in that water and then make two dives toward the
east and two dives toward the west. That will be four.
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When you come back the last time there will be an alligator
there that will serve as a bridge for you to cross over the
stream.” _ -

Following directions both men swam in the oreek at
the foet et "the hill at dawn- they wé.:l:ved to the east and
then to tho wes'b two times'- and they fcmnd the alligator
on the awest sida whare the:r had heen swimming. - Uneasy and

deeided fbhey steod thare.: Know.’mg they could receive no
aupernatural powera without o‘oeying comple‘bely the voice of
the Great Spirit, they walked aerosg--and safely enough.
On the other side they stopped %o pray to the alligator -and
give thanks for guidance, mereoy, and kindness.

- Suddenly the two men realized they had received the

special powers they had sought: The'sick man was made well,
and ‘the other became a Medicine Man.: : . ..



THE HILLTOR. ~

A well-known mountain of:healing is Quansh -
Mountain, near the home;wof the:former chief; -
Sometimes, as the following story indicates, the
ocure was effected by combining the hilltop method

with that eof "making medieine" in ths eeremonial
tepee.. -

Anna'damsz, ‘who for many years 1ived near tho'
mountdin, - told the-gtory ih June, 1940. U

Ono night a tepeo was set wp ab the foot of Quanah
ﬁbunfain. It was the ceramonial lodge 1n which the sacred
ritea or healing were to be conduﬂtad. Gne tribesman, who
had long aurrered an 111nass, was aarried to the top of the
meuntain and was 1ert alone. There he 1ay while his rellaw
tribesmen sat 1n thﬂ madioine lodge below, singing to the
beat of the tamptam, praying, and "making madioine. 1All
night the rituais proceeded under the direatien of the ‘med-
ioine man. In the morning tha patient whose condition was

found 1mproved, ‘was taken baok to hia ramily to reoover.
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Tha following story, related by Rachel Mow-wat,
in July, 1940, is a Kiowa story. Many Gomanche,
however,; know. the story and tell. 1&. B sy s

A girl who was both beautirul and kinﬁ was promised
1n marriage to tha oldest of four brothers. Tha medicine
man, who had been interested in her for many years, became
Jealous and angry. " 1SS T

"Ir you marry thia boy, I'm,warning you, he will
not 111'3 long," he to}.d the girl.

Thinking that the mediainé e suraly could not be
serioua, she said lightly,‘"Well, ha has three brothers. |

The medioine man, with his power, wiahed a ourse |
upon the bridggroam. The ceuple lived happily for a few-
days. Early one mﬂrning, hewever, the girl found the hua-
banﬂ gone. Where his body had lain were only his bones.
She auspeoted the madioine man and blamed him for this ter-
rible misfortune.

Later the girl married the seoond brother aecretly,
but the madicine man discovered the truth in a clever manner.

As ofrioial oamp ealler he would yull, "Gama to my camp

1?2
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Smoke. Tell. stories. Come te my . .camp.® If the suspeoted.
bridegroom did not appear, he would know that the marriage
hed ocourred. Then in the ceremoniel circle the irrate man
would "make medicine" that the new bridegroom should not
Iiveilonge - Vi LEDC

Soon worms came to the body of the second husband,
eating his flesh and leaving nothing ‘but the bones for the
wife to view the next morning.

The ‘third brother suffened the same:-end. -

The fourth one, very much troubled in spirit, didntt
knGW‘whaﬁrto:do;'-He knew that young men often went to the
mountain top for help, or information, or power. He needed
all three. That evening he climbed to the top of a nearby
mountain. On tha way he met a coyota.

"Could you help me?" his troubled spirit asked. He
received no answer and traveled on, downhearted. He then
met an owl.

"Owl,"” he said, "you are wise. Tell me what to de.”J
Again he received no answer and he journeyed on to the top
of the mountain., There he remained all night.

The Mountain Ghost apﬁeared before him in a fision
as he slept. He spoke with a voice of wisdom.

"Go back tomorrow without fear. Provide yourself
with a large buffalo hide to sleep on. Then when the medi-
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cine man calls, go and join the circle and wateh him as they
go through the rituals. When they smoke, take his cigarette
butt, draw a circle in the sand, and rub the butt there.
When the ceremony is over go to your buffalo hide and sleep
on it peaoerully, kﬁewing that the: wnrms will not come to
you. . Tha madiging man will die instgad. _ §

" He: di@ as he was directed and found that tha Mbun-
tain Ghost had spokan truthrully._ The wenms cama te the
medieine man that night. Gnly his benes were f@und the
next morning. ‘ :

Ths o@u@le lived happily ror many,=many yaarsa



'ESH'E-KO'NAH

. This narrative eoncerns the interesting way .in -
which the main character received his baby name,

Tatoo'ah~oortap, which means. aund-in-t ass.
Esh'e-ko'nah, the name he cerr e t

‘means aY . .

It was not unusual to find an Apaohe, even the
full~blood, among the Comanche, for the tribes were
friendly after their earlier differences were set-
tled,; and often intermarried. Among-:-the well-known
Apache that were found with the Comanche in the
late nineteenth century were Pinero, Chebatah, .
Eshequetah, Pollie, and Eshe-konah. Some of these
were Kiowa-Apache {Tah'seenuh), sometimes referred
to as the friendly Plains Apache, not to be con-
fused with such tribes as the Lipan or Jicarilla
Apache of New Mexico. Pinero was a Lipan Apache
who had been exiled from his tribe because of trou-
ble,

Herman Asenap related the fellowing story in
June,; 1940,

This is the story of Eshe-kohnah, the son of an
Apache mother and Comenche father. The mother hed no living
children; each one shortly gftér birth or in their youth hed
died, Finally with a new-born child, a healthy lecking baby
boy; she went to thé Medioine Man for adviece. She, also,
was seeking a name to give the new-comer,

The Medicine Man told the woman to leave the boy in
the grass where an Indian cemp had very recently broken up.

"Soon an old woman with a stick will appear,™ he
176
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said. "She will be looking for something among the remains
of the abandoned camp. She will find the boy and then all
will be well. She will also have a_name for the child,."

The hoperul mother did as ahe was directed. After
she hid the child in a bed ar waeds, an old woman with a
stick cama poking araund dn the grounﬁs. Ehe old waman
found the- hey, gave 1t ths name “Tdtooah—oorap, and ‘gave
the ohild back to 1ﬁs mother.: |

The‘mother lived a- happy life with her child ‘whom
she reared with oare until he grew to be a strong, brave

Mman,



MSUNHANCE
(wa the Indian Found the Sun Danoe)
" Although this story rightfully belongs in the
group explaining origins, "Stories of the Super-
naturdl,® its:main feature ig:gentered in obeying
the o@mmami of the Spirit and ror that Teason 1t
ds. Jnclnded heres
The story was recorded by Hhrguerita Tahohawh_
wickah &g her grandmother related it, April 1939.
| Gnoe a yeung brave w&lking leisurely aleng;»came to
a 1arge roek on the side of a high hill. Gn this roek he
found a dall-like rigure. He passed by, but being unable
to ferget this rascinating rigure, he turnad back and piokad
1t up. Bewildered he stoed there 1ook1ng at it 1nspeoting

1t, and rinally hﬂ wandered what 1ts signirieance ﬁas. Ee

took 1t homa not knowing that the little objeot had_:gf\
greater p@uer than any 1iving being He was carefui:?o hide
1t 1n a plaoe ef sarety. i

- When he fall asleep that night this figure or magie
spokn to him, saying, "If yau obey tha things that I cammand,
you will always he haﬁpy and have all the things your heart
desirea. na harm.will ever cama to you and yeu will 1ive
until you die of old age. But berore you get teo old, give
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this power you now have to anyone whom you consider worthy
of 1t and willing to do the will of the spirit."

The evil spirit further reoommended that he should
put up a tepee and eall the memhers of his tribes and tell
them that he ‘had diacovered a nsw'dance called the "Sun
Dance." ;g:w“' et ' f ; |

2r mrall 'bhem,q“ the f:lgure ss.id "all“those who want
to danca:may enﬁer, hut they muat dance far reur days with-
out eatiﬁg anﬁ drinking.s‘«uf .:; o .-_;...;

«Bermre‘he startea this danoe, he prayed 40 the
spirit and then later told the danoers to begin, The dan-
cers remained for four days without ‘éating or: drinking. Gn
the fourth day he eommanded them to stop and face the aun.
T&king a large eaglo ieather, he waved it abeve their,heada
aoren@miaualy. the effect, he said, iwas to: ‘be 1like water to
qneneh the thirst, Beling refreshed, they: oentinued thair
dancing, danoing rer aix ‘more days :without: water or. reod.
Thoae d&noera that were foroeed - to ‘give up betore the clese

Qf bhe tenth day, were commanded to give some part of their

.......

or: aomathing alse or value. The.artiele had to be presented

to: the lsader ‘before ‘the danocer was allowed to drop ont, 'In

this way the empowered leader of the dance grew wealthy.



" RED ROGK CANYON

The:locatien.of the eanyen ‘isnot -definite, but -
there were many canyons of red earth in the wvast
- ....expanse:of the-old Indian Territory. The canyon:
was of reddish soil and rock that contained pigmant
that the,Indian learned to use-for-paint, The -nar-:
rator, Mow-wat, explained that the color waa a
brownish red: or earth-red. . ..
The runners in the story were scouts that served
as advance egents in locating.the enemy cemp.: Nit..
is an elf or dwarf, the same creature that
- makes arrowheads found: in. suchiprefusion.near In-.
dian-campas
Some tall boys,:runners on-the warpath,- were on:
their way .back home along & red ocenyon. -They heard calls:
for help in the distance among the-trees. "Is-there-any=-:
one:that could:give me: help?" they-heard the voice ask. . . -
The calls had- the: tone.of a volce in distress, wLpékingﬁinn
the direotion-of the call, they noticed an-eagle fly up-and
down and then up.again,  They went:to the spot and found..
Ninipi standing there.. - _ o _ 55
In.a weak voice: the dwarf said, "I thought my last:
hour had .oome. The eagle has been fighting and clawing me,
I was about to give up when you came along and frighteﬁed
him away." .;
The boys saw that this peculiar person had a very
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small body painted red and wore very long hair. They batted
their eyes in astonishment, and the little man vanished.
They lost sight of him completely, for no where could they
find him. R |

wvnﬂering what had became of. the creature, thsy con-
tinued their Jaurney, buz not for lcng. Beoausa they were
tired, hungry, and thirsty, they decidad to spend the night
there in the shelter of the trees. s

| In: the vision- ef their dreamﬂ “that night a young
man appeared-to themf Imhey_reoognized the dwarf in the form
of a young man. : ;. i 2 .

"You savad*my life, anﬂ now I shall help you. I
left two pieces of paint rook whare you found me. Each of
you take one and eat it. -You, then, will never become ill
‘or die,™ seid the man in the-vision., "I will give ‘you -power
‘to grow old and 'still remain healthy 'in age.~ Arise -at: dawn
4n the morning~an¢;80'eaét'until5?6urfina a ‘ecreek, There:
you mey have witer. Beyond the oreek ‘and over the hill are
‘gome horsds that you may cateh to ride ‘home to your camp.t -
| “They followed the ‘command ‘of the wvision and arrived
‘gafeély homeéy -



~ THE LOST KIOWA GIRL

Because the:fomanche and Kiowa tribes were close~

1y allied, sympathies concerning the misfortune of
either group:were. mutual.

The story probably dates to the middle of the

- nineteenth century when-sonfliotes with the Osage were .
occcurring,’

The: qualities of.patient.endurance, hopeful de-
termination, and initlative in extricating one's
8elf from .a serious predicament are found in the
character of the girl.

- Although girls do not often occupy the main
place in the stories and are not so frequently
lauded by the tribesmen, they do-.appear .occasionally.

Nimma nuh in the story means I am Comanche.

The story was related by.Mow-wa®t end inberpreted.

| by Radhel Mbwuwat, in June, 1940

Leng:ago-a-Kiewa,tribe-waaﬁcamping at the foot of a
mountain, when without warning their ememies, tha eaage, ap=
peared. - The‘Kicwa,msn and women -leaped to their horses -and
scattered .in all directions. In the excitement one girl of
about twelve years was left behind with no meansg of escape,
Thes@sasenchiéf;~whp was the leader of the war party, snatched
her up on his horse while other members plundered the cemp,
taling ell they oould find of value. |

Having captured the little girl, the ohief took her
to-his camps To keep her from escaping at night, he arranged
her-bed in the center of -the tepee with those of the guards

18l
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all around. For further assurance that she would not escape,
he slashed the soles of her feet. Every day the tribe mowved -
to a new camp, and as time went on they again neared the land
of her people. Thoughts of home maderher long for her father,
mother, and brether, .

~In the maahtima the Kiowa tribe became concerned about
the girl as soon as they noticed her absence in the re-assem=~
bling of the members. Her brother,: déeply moved by her -loss,
announced a reward to the one who ‘should be,instrumental in
finding her.

"Whoever finds her and brings her back safely may
marry her," he said. The girl was a beautiful good-natured
girl and all the tribe loved her. . Many brave warriors -search-
ed for her, but none was successful,

Back in the Osage camp the girl wes learning the ways
of: her captors. With no opportunity for eseape she stayed.
for many moons. One Osege woman in the group whose duty it.
was to care for the girl became very fond of her. Her abil-
ity -to bear sorrow, suffering, and loneliness; her gentle -
nature; her heauty; her patience c¢alled forth the ‘women's -
admiration and-pitys Confidentiaslly, once, :‘she tald the girl
or:a.sarexhi&iﬁg'place if it should ever be her: fortune to
effect an escape.

*And here arse .some moccasins that I made myself,"
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she added. "Keep them where no one will see them, and when
you are ready to go, use them, for your feet.are still sore."
- A dance one night during a 'special celebration; when
all the members of ﬁﬁeatribe'1n7theirfaagernesa'tOAPartieie
© pate forgot about the girl oa@tive;s&fror&ed-the”long—awaited
opportunity to flee.

She got her moccasins, found her way through the
trees to the bank of the oreek, and stafted down the stream
in the same direction that the dence was being held in order
to lead her pursuers off the track. Because a big.r&in had
fallen the previous night, the stream wes swollen, and logs,
timber, and trash were floating 'with the current.. She made
her way to a log that was caught in-'a snag; crossed the
streem and started in the opposite-direction, up stream,

Traveling:all night,she became very hungry and tired,
but at dawn she .saw a. deer that -had. been killed. ' A coyote:
was eating at the flesh. After scaring tha.coynte away; :she
was. able to sedure some food for herself, She later found
a spot shaded by thick bushes where she hid all day. Lying
down, she rested her sore feet. DPuring the .day she saw In-
dian scouts searching for her. . Fearing that she would be
disooveréd,.aha lay very still and waited. . They passed on.
Thus she lived in fear and pain and weariness from day to

day, traveling at night and resting in the.daytime.
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Within a few days, when she thought she was nearing
her own country in the hills, her ‘sore feet became infected.
Tired and sick, she fell asleep and dreamed that she heard
a kind of voice telling her that -her people were near. She
dreamed that she wasn't - sick or tired. Upon waking, she
saw a male buffalo at her feet. |

-He mugt have -spoken.to her in her sleep, for now
again he -said, "It isn't far, my child." 2 Dy ¢

0an you:help me?" she asked. NI am tired, thirsty,
hungry, and sick.™

The buffalo walked around her four times, breathed
on her, and licked her swollen feet. Remarkesbly soor she
found herself completely refreshed and well. This gave her
strength to travel again. On and on she went.

She climbed to the very top of a high hill and there
searched the country side in all directioms for pampé. She
'aaﬁ two men and three horses. "They must be hunters,” she
thought, "for they have appack horse with them." The men
waved at her, and she waved back, motioning them toward her,
fearful yet hopeful that they were of a friendly tribe.

When the_msn reached her, strong warriors though
they were, they cried at the sight of the poor girlt's con--
dition;-'Thay fed her and wrapped her sore feet.

| ﬁAnd now I want to find my own people, the Kiowasg,"®
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she said.

"Nimme-nuh," the leader said, "We love your people.
We shall bring you safely to them.®

Then she told thgm hei 16ng stéry.

Thay faateneé her on thair pack horae and hegan
travaling slewly. It was»dark whdn they reaohed tha first
Kiowa camp. It was a pleasant aurprise to all when they
found her paranta there. The : girl's leng, hard journay was
ended, and she was happy to be back with her many friends
and her beloved family, -all of whom were reedy to ecare for

her.



- .The neme of the main character in this story
means red. He was probably named so because his
“hair was: a sandy blaekin color. : - - - oo
The Comanche term for the'ghantam that appears
in the narrative is Puch'ta-~yift, eh is more lit-
erally ghost, according to Rachel Mow-wat, who re-
lated the story in July, 1940, as she heard it from
her father-in-law.

Ongce in the-aarxyldays,-Emkaputuh;massout-on a war-
path with other warriors of his tribe, During a sudden and
unexpected attack at the hide-out, many of his tribesmen
were wounded or killed. Those who could get away scattered
in all directions. Among the horses that were taken was
Ehkeap-tuh's fine war pony; anﬂ~Eh$a@%tﬁh:soanvreundﬁhiﬁself
alone, hungry; tired; and lost,

~After sundown he seemed to feel someone following
ﬁim. He turned around to look., There in the distance on
the plains behind him he saw & strange form in silhouette
against the evening sky. He stopped and the form stopped
$00. He walked on and the form again followed. Frightened
and exhausted, when he came to the edge of the timber, he
sat beside a tree to rest, ’

It wasn't long before weariness breughtlaleep, aﬁd;
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with sleep, a dream in which the form of the phantom fol-
lower appeared. ‘It spoke.

"I have bheen rollowing yeu, but because you were
frightened and auspieious of me, I could not come elose,
I knew that yau ware in trauble, that you were: hungry and
tired and 1ost and I wanted ta halp yeu. The phantam
paused.

| “Qomnrrow when yeu ariae at. dawn, go atraight east

until you came to a creek.. Refresh yourself An- ths waters
of that stroam, Than conxinue your jonrney eastward. Over
the hill there are plenty_o: horses. Take one and ride it
o : i G A A il h

The vision faded.

Early the naxt mnrning ha did as he was bidden..-
_Going toward the rising Bnn, he round the creek, took the
"batn, went over the nill, caugnt one of the horses that he” |

Ifound on the othar“side, and rode safoly hama.




'BIG ARROW

- Big Arrow, the neme of the hero of this story, -
characterizes his special ability. The council that
he calls is similar to many that: were called by &
leader, not a chief or medicine man, who had an an-
-nouncement to make or & ‘problem of: general importance
to discuss with other members of the tribe.
The story was written by Randlett Perker, in: June,
1940, who heard it from Topay, who reared him after
- the daath of ‘his parents. . Remdlett, who also ‘has a
talent for art that should be developed at present
is in @ :school: of - aviation in Wichita,. Kansas.
Big ArroW'was a great hunter, the best in the tribe.
When othera failed it was he who came through with food for
the hungry ones of the tribe. Big Arrow'was a8 traveler as
well as a great hunter. He decided one day to visit the
tribes er the nerth. Khowing that he would be gone ror quite
some tima he ealled the hnnters or thﬂ tribe and held a coun-
¢il to eleot ones who were to carry on Whila he was away, =
Arter seleeting a party to supply the tribe with food he
started out on his Journey to the north. The tribe was well
aupplied with food for qnite somc tima but as the burrala_“
started their yearly drift southward the young hunters found
1t 1ncreasingly difficult to fina and kill gama. Great skill
was now reqnired to stalk and kill the wary elk and the fleet
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deer. As none of the young hunters were skilled in stalking
and killing game, the tribe was without food for several days.
Whet were they to d4o? If only Big Arrow would returni

Far.to the north a figure sat in the council house.
with the Chiefs of the great tribes; it wes Big-Arrew lis~-
tening to. ‘bhe-_leader._s who. spoke in behalf of their tribes.
The slow beat of the tom-tom must have lulled him to sieep
for he saw himself standing-on a strange mountain;and beside
him stood .a figure draped in a buffalo robe wearing a head-

~ dress of eagle feathers on which was fastened a pair of buf-
fale horns. _
- Turning to Big Arrow he said, "Be not afraid, come.-
to the edge of this o.l-ir-f for I have something to show you."
. Big Arrow walked to the edge. e 358
- "Look," oried the voice. -"Far out into the valley,
what do you see, great 'mmt_er?-!'

‘What he saw was sterving relatives and members . of-
his tribe moving from:one place to:another. seamhing for food.
A rettling sound broug—ht; Big Arrow out of the dream. He -
looked up to see a medicine man dancing in front of him,
chanting and shaking a rattle over his head, He was strange-
1y femilair., Surely they had met before! Instantly Big Ar-
row knew; he was the figure on the mountain, the robe-clad

medicine man of his dream.
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Morning found Big Arrow well on his way toward home.
Familiar land marks sped by as he headed southward. He ar-
rived at the old camping gronnds only to find that the tribe
had moved on. Traveling wast he found them camped at the
base ofca,great'mnuntain. News:apread-that“Big-Arraw had
retufneﬁ; Goed news it was, for now they wnuld have food.
Big Arrow oalled all the hnnters of the tribe together.
Snaros and trapa ware set aut ta oateh rabbits and other
small gama The hunters waﬁvhed as Big Arrow walked to the
edge or the rorest anﬁ disappeared inta the tall.grass.
Later. they B&W'what appeared to. be a strange animal rear its
head: abeve tha tall graas. They knew 1t to be Big ArrGW‘with
his raet in the air, motioﬁleas and very still Preaently
a deer appeared at the eﬁge of the forest. cazahing sight
of the gtrange animal in the grass, the curioua buck walked
cautieualy, sniffing the air as it went. As 1t neared him
_Big Arraw, quick as a flash, picked up his bow and shot the
deer. A yell want up amsng the hunﬁers, who carried the '
deer into camp A big feast was held thét night in honor'
_of Big Arrow, the great hun$er. N



A POOR BOY'S AMBITION

An uncle may take the place.of the father in .
showing an interest in the training of a young boy,
as this story shows: The leowly boy's amhition was
to addomplish something worthy of a name of honor,
which; to the Comanche is, -simply, establishing a
Tepit ation. The concern of the youth, after a de-
‘sirdble name.has been acguired, is to live up.to.
that pame. Pah'r kutmah, or Male Elk, wes the
‘neme given, hEﬁ by the Spirit. .. .

Tehquakuh, the narrator, éven in his old age
and blindness enjoys.relating traditions of his-
tribe to his youthful kinsmen. These tra&itiens

. . he-holds saared, -and -he.deplores the fact that the..:
younger . Comanche fathers are abandoning the prac-
tice of -story-telling. - T

- With accurate detail Tehqnakuh related the story

in such a.way that.a listener knew he was himself
visualizing every movement as the story progressed.
: The - narrator's name. msana\gg%gggégfor-semsone..
Herman‘Asenap served as interpreter en the afory
was related in June, 1940, - i i

Long ago, a little boy lived with hia grandmother
whoae poverty atrieken oondition he seemed tully‘to realize.
His speeial desire aheve all others was to develoP his abil-
itiea as he grew to manhood 80 that he could be of servioe
to his poor granamother and to his rellcw tribesmenql Bpon
hearing that a party of raiaers was baing organized for an
expedition, he ran hama to get pazmission to go along._m i

PRI

7;_- “Yau are tao young, mny boy, hut we'll &sk yaur unsle's
et 101
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advice," ‘said the grandmother.

- They went to the home of the uncle.

"Would you be willing to let the boy go with the
older men on the raiding party?" . the grandmother asked him,

After discussing the problem for some time, the un-
c¢le not only censented ‘but, 'to the joy of the little boy,
said he wanted to help provide theiequipment for the young :
warrior!'s ‘complete outfit. He madea bow and some arrowss -
he”found-&;1dﬁnd;?andasoonxthe boy was ready to gos

‘The ‘boy, disliking the neme that was given him
earlier, [the name: was not mentioned] had decided to make a
name for himself by-sccomplishing something special in life,

The party of warriors .did not care whether the boy
went or not; some were uninterested, others disliked the idea
of a "tag-along™ deoidedly; but the boy joined the group.
Onoe to play a joke on.himg;thenmaniﬁetedvas-thaughzthey'ware
frightened, jumped on their horses, and left the boy on foot
calling for help.  With-a determined spirit that could not
be easily disdouraged, the:boy followed their trail for two
or three days. His moccasins bedame worn; his feet became
sore; and his legs were weary from:travel.
- % © .One night -as he was walking:dalong sore and tired, he
came by a monument-like roeck: -After he had gone around and

past the rock some distance, he heard a voice.
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"Come back end let us have a smoke together," it
said, quite clearly. -

When he heard the voiee a second .-time"-,-‘- he looked
back but. ocould not see anyone. ~He went on. Again the voice

"D1d you hear whst I said:to you?" _

:Efé hesitated, but séon journeyed on. He still paid
no heéd to-the third call. . When the:.voioce: spoke the fourth
time, he Qdéeide&f.tc turn baoi:s ' Fearfully, he: retraced his
steps, unable to distinguish much in the darkmess.

ngince I have come bask so:far, I shall. stay here
all night 1n the ‘shelter of the roek. I am so tired,™ he
thought to ‘himself, Under a projeetion of the. stone on the
south, he made his bed.

While he slept, the Great Spirit spoke to him-in a-
dregm; : -.sas'*ing-', "I saw you and took pity upen you. I want to
help you. -That is why I spoke to you earlier this evening.
Look at th.ts ttone, How hard it is} Nothing will ham it.
You:c 111‘0 will be :Ln:e mine; nothing will hamm you: or 1:111
ye"ui_.'. When you awake 4n the morning you will be refre shed'
yem' reet will no longer be sorej you will be a mew paraon.
I am- going to give ‘you & new name,: also. It ahall be Pahrah—
-yakumah ‘}.‘hi.a name ‘shall: carry you: to the head of your N
people. _ ’-Ipu will be a leadexr." - ﬂ.
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"On the west of this rock is a hill where you will
find a feather, the wing feather of ‘an eagle: TIf you take .
that feather, it -will protest you on your .journey lome.
You will reach home before night.m:

Following instructions, the' bBoy started the journey
homeward, " Just ‘before he arrived ‘at the ocamp, he met a wo-
man,

AWhere do my people camp?".he asked ‘her. -

- '"Very near here, my boy. -I‘ften hear your grand-
nmother :ory :in loneliness for you."

When the boy arrived-at the tepee, he opened: the - -
flap. His grandmother could fnazfdly-believe‘- her eyes when -
she saw him because ‘she ‘thought:he had —bee-n---ki—lled-:as the
‘returning warriors had reported. :

- ®Tg this really you? Have :‘srou"'rea]sly.-come back to
ma?" she kept repeatings .

Hungry as he was;, his first question was for some-
“thing to eats ~ - |

"We don't have much here in the house, son, but I
will go -t_o,-.:-yo_tir uncle, Ach!tah.®

After reporting the return of the boy, the grand-

mother came back to say that the uncle wanted to see him.
Upon their arrival the uncle greeted the boy.

"My dear child, have you really come home? Eat all
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you desire, now, and I will hear your story later.”

After supper, the boy teld of his experiences-~his
being lost; his hearing the voice of the Great Spirit in the
rock, giving him sympathy, help, -and guid‘ano.e; his dreaming
that ravealed hia plaoe among his tribesman.

"Ien must call a mseting :C'or 8 aounoil te 1nrorm
thenm of t-he Grea:b Spirit'a measage,“ sai.d the boy. '

e Siviie e iod Ths npeting, 0% aktideen ThabcNan
been playing were directed to be quiet for the solemn and
sacred aoccasion.

"Pahrehyakumah has come home,™ he announced whean-all
were gathered together. "He is to be the leader of our people."

agme_-;mem-in-ethé-'fgr.eup- wondered at the. strange name
that they had never heard before, but they aecepted the new
lejader’__ and. bade others get acquainted with him, -

-®This is my nephew," continued the: uncle.  These war-
riors that you all. remember left him during their expedition.
He has just now returned: home. Once he was just a poor or-
phan boy: belonging: to. a very poor family."

Some.. of the leaders in the group '-aéree.d to submit to-
the: young man's:leadership. -



PAHRAHYAKUMAH'S LEADERSHIP
(Sequel to "A Poor Bogn!;a Ambition*)
Thia story is a aequel s0 closely related to the
foregoing one that they are told as one story. .
Hero-worship in its purest form can be found here
. 4n ‘the ‘legend of another .poor boy who in this. instance
-w:‘l.shad t.o follew 1n the roatstepa of Pahrahyakumah
There was another poor family in the village that
had a young ambitious bey. They urged the young lad togo .
with this new leader on his expeditions in ‘order to learn
how to be successful. |
‘It wes Pahrahyakumeht's ocustom to go at certain . .
periods and to be. gone for a number of days. The lad, one
night, knew the time for him to go was near. ~Quietlyy -he: -
arose at midnight, took his spear; ‘his bow and-arrows, istole
over to his idol's tepee , and asked to go along.
"My father wants me to go with you. I might: get-a
few horses," he said. |
"You: can't g0 Iam -going on a very difficult jour-
ney, and ‘some harm may come to you."
The boy, however), was determined -and: could not be
e 0 R
- ‘mYou go ahead 'so that I ban watoh for your safety,"
196
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sald the: leader.

They traveled in silence for a while. Again, grow-
ing fearful for the boy's safety, Pahrahyakumah asked the -
boy to reconsider and turn back before the trip became:more
dsfricult, |

St11l-letéer he said, "If you will go back, I will
give you some horses when I return,"

#No," said: the boy, "I want' to go wherever you go
and be great' like you some day."

For two days and two nights they traveled together.
The leader noticed that the boy was becoming. very, very
weary.

"Are you tired? Go to yonder tree and rest until
I return with something to:eat,.”

~He was back soon--with a deer, . The warrior skinned
it, out 4t up, built ‘a fire %o ¢ook part of it, and built a
rack upon which he hung: the rest to.dry. Later. when all:

prepared, he placed the dry meat in'a bag that he: earried;
 and told” the boy to Glimb on ‘his back,
"Now, when you get hungry, reach down in this bag
and eat,™ he said.
* For two days, until the boy was sompletely rested;.
‘they traveled in this fashion. Walking along tegether, later,
Pahrahyakumah disclosed to.his partner plans to make s raid
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on I.the ‘Arapahoes and -;'cheyennas. for horses. They were now: in
the vicinity of these trihés. During one night they rounded
up a large herd of horses in the ocamp and turned them south,

Break of 'day found them on ; mountain from whose
summit they could -'-y:i:ew the *'.%-anrroﬁndiﬂg“territory ‘for miles:
Here -theold mrrier wanted to rest,

In-direeting the-boy 'te stand watch he said; "Keep
close watoh for the-enemy; they will be following us, If
you:see any dust flying, wake me by kioking my right foot
first and then my left until you have kicked me four times.

- After the warrior had:fallen asleep-and while the
boy was watehing, the young lad suddenly saw the feteful
sign in the .distanfe-~~dust. In his:exeitement, he kicked .-
the warrioer four times with more -energy: than :per_hapé wag-
necegsary . to wake him. - Pahrshyekumah, in the -¢alm; delib-
erate menner of -ene who has great ‘wisdom and _mﬁlie-it :faith,
asked for water upon waking and washed his face. Perhaps .
thinking of ocalling upon the Great Spirit for helyp in this'.
emergency, he said, "You go on, son, I'll.face the -enemy -
q;p;;e_,.- I want you out of danger."

The boy obeyed. Pahrahyakumeh looked. béek.-:and “88W .
the .enemy coming on horseback, spears and warbonnets bebbing
up -and . d.w;m- through the dust. Seated on a beautiful white
horse -on the top of the mountain, Pahrahyakumsh, himself,
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was a glorious figure with his colorful war regalia, spear,
bow and arrows.

The clash came; he rgg;ized it would be difficult te
egcape death, now. Spears and lances struek him from many
sides, but none seamed*tn“have any effect upon him. He used
his waapans with all the skill that he could cqmmand and soon
the dead and wounded were lying all about him in great num-
bers. The enemy, realizing an unquestionable defeat re-
tfeated. _

calling the boy, after all was safe he said "come
view the battlefield' with your apear you.may atrika any nnm—
ber you wiah 80 that you will have the honor of their death
and take any war bonneta ror yourself to prove ynur success.

It was the usual custom of Pahrahyakumah to go en
raids alone. Never batore had anynne witnessaﬂ the actual
result of his marveleus pewers.l For hls generosity in train-
1ng a promising youth hia fame went far and wide. In ad-
dition, he gave &ll the horses, exeept his own white one 1o
this bey whoae determin&tion to succeed was so like his own
in yonth. ' _”" '
' The ald warrior anﬁ the young bra?e,.as tima went on,
became oloser friends and often went on trips-tegether. As
the bey became moré and more lika his master, he attraotad

the attention of his tribeamen who later made him their chief.
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:ﬁlﬁﬁéﬁéh”sQMe“éf‘fﬁe“éfbfiéﬁ‘in'éfﬁéf.seéﬁiéﬁﬁ.of.”
this collection include animals, this partieular group con-
tains tales of exclusive animal interest that cannot be
'classified with any of the other divisions. This seotion
- _eould very well be called Fables, as most of the narfativaa
gave an implied, if not a stated, moral. What we, today,
consider a good moral lesson may not comply with the stan-
dards of another civilization, however. The trickster fox
who "gets by" without due punishment is an example of the
type of story whose general elements parallel that of the
fable. but whose moral is contrary to our generally aecepted
standards. Another characteristie that all the tales in
this seotion contain is the "trickster" element, The em-
barrassment or predicament in which the one who has been
fooled finds himself has long been an element which human
nature finds amusing. Because children enjoy imagining
that animals cen talk e{nd, otherwise, behave as human beings,
these stories have been used as bed-time stories. These
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narratives in this division are{among those that help the
child form the habit of putting himself in the place of
othérs,”thﬁs_broaﬁening_h@s sympathies and adapting him to

real lifse contacts.l

- . 1Eana Johnson and. carrie E. scett, -editors, Antholo-
gy of Children's Literature (Boston: ,Houghton Miff1im Com-
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THE BUFFALOES ARE COMING

There are several interesting wversions of the
story which usually appears under the heading *“The
-~ Liberation of Buffalo™. in: other cellections. - The
“erow" detail in the sequel at the end of the -first
version and at. the beginning of the 'second one do -
not conflicet exactly, for they could very well be
~ineluded in' the: same. story and probably were;in -
other versions.
7 The following tale, and its .sequel, were re- -
lated by Mow-wat and translated by Rachel Mbwawat
in June; 1940, = S

A trihe of Indians were camping along a stream.

Beoause tha buffalo had migrated from.that vicinity, the e
tribe was Buffering from a great famine. The Indlans knew,

however, that an old couple 1iving near the mountains had a
large herd of bufralo penned up 1n a secrat pit. In tribal
eounoil ons night thﬁ msn disonssed thﬁ prcblam.r Fox cams
along and Joined the ceuneil. _ -... B
: "Do yau kneW'%hﬁt:ﬁB oan do ta aave onrgelvas rr@m'

goakh T AT O s aa the 0% ooy

starvatidn?“ thay aaked the fax.l

‘.\-. _'«.

»a-,

= Fox knew et this selfish family’uha wonld not share
thoir fertune with others.; '

t

| “Hbll " rux said "I have a schame 1n mina that I

\.L.

helieve will wvrk. Cut mﬂ bald-headed anﬁ trim the hair on
292
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my body, get some beads for me to wear, and I'll see what T
can do. In the morning break up camp and go to another place.™

They did as they .wére told, broke up the cemp, and
left Fox with a strand of beads.

When they had gone, Fox wandered around gloomily and
acted like a nice pet dog that had been left behind.,

- The selfish old couple that had the buffaloes lived
near the edge of the mﬁaiﬁ&.r Their ehildren mistook the
fox for a poor a;bar&ed-f dog and took him in for a pets Fox |
pretended to ‘he frightened:and ren under the bed. After
they cormered and caught him, they petted him and tried to
make him feel at home. The children at times even quarreled
over him. He app.ea,red, 80 innocent that 1'.11&;5.,r supposed the dog
to be the best and most treasured pet of some family.,

"Let's go out and show him the buffaloes in the pem,"
suggested one of them. When they aame near the lot, the dog
appeared very much afraid. The children took him out several
times in order to accustom him to the emimals, coming nearer
each time. Of course the fox could hardly wait for the op-
fOrtunity to begin the work he hed in mind, Onee.__ when they
came very near he jumped into the pen and started howling at
the buffaloes and chaging them. The stampede that the fox
created caused the buffaloes to break through the trick gate

and run away. Now the family realized that they had been
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tricked and that the pet dog was really a fox,
The parents, who had disliked the pet and often had
warned the children to let him go, now became very angry.
The fether; with a club, ‘waited.at:the gate for the fox to
come out; bnt Fox: had alraady sneaked out t-hraugh a small
opening at the back and was chaaing the bui'faloes tcmard
his comraées whom he had promiaed 1:0 help. |
' In the eamp farther dom the streamp seme scouts at
their look-our pesta shouted the newa ‘l;o their fellow tribes-
m__en_x, "‘I‘he burfeloes are cming ,




WHY THE CROW IS BLACK
(-S_equel-' to "The Buffaloes are Coming")

The owner of the butfaloes, beside himselr with
anger, suspeeted ths Indians that had moved rram their for-
mer camp. In his heart. he swore revenge and told his trou-
bles to the crow, who at this time was white. ®I*'1l get
even with those people in that camp up the creek, but you
must help me. Fly over while they are butechering a buffale
and tell them the meat doesnt't taste good."

The erow did as he was directed. When the Indians
heard the message, they didn't believe it. They were very
happy ower their fqrtune in securing food after the long
femine. When they later tasted the meat, however, they
fonm} it to be bitter. The orow has spécial powers, and
they knew he was %o blame.
| Again the 'lgr_i.l;esmn‘ told Fox their troubles. The
wige 0ld Fox had a auggeation ready as always, "Set a trap
for the crow,™ he gaiﬁ, njust over a butchered buffalo.™

They set the trap and caught the crow. Fﬂ&w," gaid
the fox, "tie him to the poles atop the cocuncil tepee and

build a fire inside. The smoke will go up to him through
205 | |
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the oﬁéﬁmg "

They tied the orow to the top, built the fire, ané
aoozl the crow started lcawi.ng They 1ooked up to i‘ind that
the crow had tuxned completely hlack.

"!Ehat's all. " said tho fox.r "He won"l: trouble you
anymoro. He gave up when hé kamd and turned black.

: mer that- t-he meat. wasg almys gooé.

f E L, N Ra
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| THE RELEASE OF THE BUFFALOES

In the following version of "The Liberation of
Buffalo," a dog causes the stampede, whereas the
fox figures in the first one. In the story fol-
lowing this, it is a "small animal™ directed by
Coyote who releases the herd,

Herman Asenap furnished the main details of
this second version, July, 1940,

Without the knowledge of other tribesmen, a man and
his wife built a trap, s sort of hidden pit in a lot, to
catch the buffalo. Many were caught and the old couple had
plenty tao eat while others, during a terrible famine, had
nothing and were starving.

A crow flying eround stopped to pick some delicious
meat in his claws from the line where the meat was drying.
Others im the tribe were puzzled that a crow should find
meat somewhere in the vicinity. Day after day in watching
the crow, they traced his flight to the home of this old
couple, and found the many buffaloes in the hidden lot., A
dog that began barking at the peeple who were now gathering
and wandering eround, suddenly noticed the buffaloes. Tm~
mediately he went into the pit and ehased the buffaloes un-
til they disappeared in a stampede. In the force of their
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| run they had raised the trap door and escaped.,
When the selfish old couple found what the dog had
done, they became very angry, but the tribe was thus saved
from starvatiom. " | L g
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| THE LIBERATION OF BUFFALO

-~ The following Comanche tale is given as it ap-

pears in the St. Clair and Lowie collectien of
-."Shnshone and Comanche Tales," .Journal of American
PP. 280-281.

R . feature of this version is that it is
related as an origin myth, telling how the buffalo
came to be on the earth.: In ‘that ‘respect it is
different from the tm preeading ones.

"lakLgngtagbetwnipersaﬁs-owﬁs&aall the burfala;;-mhey
were an.old womsn and . lher ‘young cousin. They kept them
pennéd up:in: the mountains, so-that they ocould not.get out..
Coyote ea.me to. theae pecrple._ ‘He summoned the Indians to a-
oeuncil. "That 0ld woman will not give us anything. _ When .
we ceme {QVor: ‘there, we will plan how to release the burfetla.
I‘hay ekl noved near  the: buffalo: inclosure. "Arter four Lo
nights, sgid Goyete, r"we will again hold a- oeuncil as te
‘how weo. can: ‘release the buffalos A: very sma.u animal shall
gomhere »)bhe old: woman rdraws her: mt"er. When the ohild gets

q&'t‘-er,r :é:b ml t'.ak:e 1t ‘home ‘for :a pet. ‘The ‘old weman wﬁl
objéct; but; ﬁhe; ehild will ‘think: ao ‘much of the animal, ?that
11; will begi:z 1'.0 ery . ‘and will ‘be allowed to keep it. ‘I‘he

animal will run off ‘at daybreak, and the buffalo will burat
out: ef their :pen ‘and Tun away.™ ' The ‘first animal’ they sent
209
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failed. Then they sent the Kill-dee (dot'i).

When the boy went for water, he found the Kill-dee
and took it home, "Look here!™ he sald te his cousin, "This
ahimal of mine iﬁ very;geod.é - The old woman replied, "Oh,.
:it-is good for nothingl There is mothing living on the
-earth that is not a_--ra#ﬁalf or: schemer.” - fﬁhga ¢hild paid no
attention to her. %Take it back where.yéﬁ-got it," said
. the woman, -He obeyed. The Kill-dee.returned.

- The people.had another council. "Well, she has got
»the better of these two. They bave failed," said Coyotej .
;"but that makes no difference.. Perhaps we.ﬁay relgase,them,
:perhaps we shall fail, Thig is the third time now. We will
~gend a small animal over there. If the old woman agrees to
‘take it, it will liberate those buffalo; it is-a great schem-
.ers". So they sent theuthird.gnimal@ . Coyote said, "If she
rejects this one, we shall surely be unable to liberate the
game." The animal went to the spring and was picked up by
the boy, who took a great 1liking to it, "Look here! What
a nice pet I have{" The old woman replieé, "0h, how foolish
you are} It is good for nothing. All the animals L B0
world ere schemers. I'1l kill it with a club.” The boy
took it in hié-arms,and ran away corying. He-thﬂught too
much of his pet. "No! This animal is too small," he cried.
‘When the animel hed not returned by mightfall, Goyote went
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among the people, saying, "Well, this animal has not returned
yet; I dare say the old woman has consented to keep it. Don't
be uneasy, our ‘nuffa.le will be rreed.. Then he bade all the
people get ready just at daybreak. 1"t)m: buffalo will be re-
leaaed.. Be all of “you mormt yeu.v harses. : In the mean 'bime
the animal, ~follow:!ng 1ts instruotiuns, slipped ewer to the
pen, and bega.n to howl. J e bu:rfalo haard 11: and ware ter-~
riried. ‘I.!hey :ran 'bmrds ﬁhe gate, broke 11; dawn, and. ‘08«
caped. - 'I'he ald wmn, heaﬁ.ng 'bhe neise, woke up. The ehild
asked, Sﬁhere .ts mr pet?"» I{e d:ld nai: find it.. The old woman
sdid, "I told yﬁu so. : Now’”y'ﬁu s_qe the animal is bad it has
doprii'ed us er our game.'—! "She vainly tried to ‘hold:the buf~
falo ‘baek. At daybreak all the Indians got on their horsas,
" for they had confidence in Coyote.,  Thus the buffalo came t&
live on this earth, Ceoyote was a great schemer.

i -
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COYOTE AND THE PRAIRIE DOGS

There seems to be some uncertainty in the Co-.
manche tales of animals as to whether the trickster
is-a fox.or-coyote. While-some insist it is the -
fox, others say 1t is a coyote. Others say it de-

. pends upon the.lecality in which the story originated.
The Comanche terms signifying the fox are three:
‘@thana kut (yellow under the arm), ka'wash (trick-
ster), and o'ha ee tsahf'pa. The term Tor coyote

“BesIde The Gomanche variants included in this
-%roup;. -there:are innumbrable variants among other
ribes, including "Goyote Dances with the Prairie
Dogs"® found in Opler'as Myths and Tales of the Ji=-
illa hes, p. 272. '
enap-gave:me the following version in

2

The fox and the skunk always work together for their
own: interests:; One evening, because they were both hungry: -
and desired e specisl feast, they were disoussing their
plans. Fox did most of .the thinking because -he‘m_ the
#lever one. :With the scheme. in-mind; -:;Féx—-f;wnt:f-.tei.-.;aearhy e
Erﬁrioﬁogfm- feed. The modamest 07 she wpeliide uoae,
R _'-‘mgre%__!; g.a: st,rang.e- :dibease coming toward usy" Fox: .
shouted to all:the prairie:doga sitting on.their mounds.:
5«?0131136 ~foerget our:differences and: c.mbinefz-.. our: strength to
prevent its spread or-it will kill us all.: As soon as:you

have locked up your houses,; you-must all come,: ewryr-enera-é;
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youy-even the children, and we will have a special council
and ceremoniael dance at my house."

Fox left arter he felt sure that he had convinced
them of the importance of the meeting.

According to the plan, Skunk \vas to 1ié on the ground
as ir he ware dead se that he *eauld better abserve prairie
dogs: wim did not obey t-he rulea of bhe danee during the
ceremony.

_ Th.e prair:.eﬁ .eiogs hurriedly loeked up their houses and
brought their r&milies to the meeting N

; | "New, ufe mst have a certain k:ind af danee 1n order
to maka our powar ever disease erfectiva,_ anngunced Fox. |
"All of you.mnst take part. with.yaur eyes shut danoe around
in i eirele by me. During ﬁhis magic dance ir any of you
open your syes, the d&sease w:ll]. surely come and we will all
die.

mm.e Skunk watched from his place on the ground
Fox held a elub and killed every ﬁmirie dog, as he eame by,
with a blw on the h.ead.. The youngest ot the prairie dogs,

...\'-_.M. '_i_,_ Py
&'j,{_- T "-‘5 :

t.oo eu:__:'icus, epened hia eyes to see what was going on. | When

he aaw his mtea lying on the ground bmrl:ally mu-dered __hq‘

Fara {0 2

gave & ye]..p and a ahriek t.hat warned all the ethers. They
all ran as fast as they eoula to their homes with Fox and

Simnk:, both after them Eany more were killed befere they
could open their doors.




COYOTE AND THE PRATRTE DoGS

o The following version was related in fluent
English by Felix Koweno, June, 1940,

The Pueblo and Ute, Inéiana, sas:well es ther. - ...
A@aohe and Comanche, have many stories aoncerning
‘the coyote, the fox; and.the prairie 'dogs - - ia

A sly, greedy eoyote had otton enjoyed fe&sts at the
e expenae of smaller animals by depriving them ar their faod
or by actually devouring tha animals themselves._ thhing

T s

seemed to satisfy the énormﬂua appetite ot this cayota.'

TALYF

of prairie, he spent hours 1n thought trying te deviae a

Sitting down on tha top of a hill O?Brlaeking a 7ast stretoh

means by whieh he would secure for himself a taast of conp :
siderabla praportions._ | _ h

o "I know,“ he finally said thu Rave a big danes and
invite all the pfaixie dogs from that prairie dgg town I see
in the distance.® B ’

he dnneed by the aorsby . hed alossd ol @23 Ey et Rl
Iumﬂaiately ha aat out gaing rram prairie dog hol

his nosa wrinklsd 89 B oundsyars w Pame

to prairie dog hele, giting his 1nvitatien to the aanee. _

* P g L Hart [ :..“" U, WERET 35} -:: A 3 53 aia

“naw-be aure to ooier bha holoa earefnlly’with dirt

-whan yau leave and then pack the earth down until 1t is L

firm and solid.“ Yeur homes then will be sare fram 1ntruders
: s ,214
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who may venture near while you are attending the dance.m
- The day of the big dance arrived. Every prairie dog,
following instructions, closed the entrance to his peaceful
home behind him. At the dance the coyote, playing host, an-
nounced a "round® for-the first dence. _

- .- "Now.as you:dance around;-you:must close your eyes--
cloge them ever so tight: se that:you.eannot see. anything.,
That's part of the game. .You will find it.ammsing.” - .

- .. As-the. coyote went a short.distance aside,, still
keeping & close watich on the dancers, he observed a few .
peckers. . Impatient, he returned.to the .group apd voiced .-
his disapproval.: Pary chind h :

"You are not playing fair," he said, pointing at ome
guilty prairie dog. "And you, and you, and you,"™ he shouted
at the others. ©I saw you peeking through bare]__.j open eye-
1ids. Now close your eyes--and close them tight--and dance
with all your might.®

All the prairie dogs seemed to obey. Each, one, as
he danced by the coyote had closed his eyes so tightly that
his nose wrinkled éand his whiskers stuck up high op his face-.
Tﬁe coyote, nmow on tip-toe, went slinking out of the eirecle
and ereeping up from bghind, and was ready for his next move.

One lone, suspieious, curious little prairie dog had
fooled the coyote by keeping the corner df one eye open.
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Hhi_le watehing the coyote's every move, he kept on dancing
with his eyes squinted, his nose wrinkled, and his whiskers
- tickling his J.ashes. S _ _

The coyote suddenly sprang upon one prairie dog and
soream_.ed a warn:lng of dahgern -ta %h,e o‘bhera, __who seampered to
’eheir homes, - In the oonrua:len tha csyote killed others. Be-
fore the few remaining enes could soratch and dig through
their guarded entranceés, the coyote caught more.

‘- Those few who Teachéd thé safety of their homes wh-
injured kuew they owed thefr lives to the. alertness of that
one little prairie dog, whom they named "Watehful One.®




THE HOODWINKED DANCERS

- This tale from St. Clair and Lowie's collection,

"Shoshone and Comanche Tales,™ Journal of American

Folklore, pp. 273-275; 4dncludes a sequel about how.

oyote and Skunk disposed of the dead Prairie Dogs.

- The sequel is still related in the tribe today, dut
I was unable to secure it for my collection.

1 GCoyate met Sktmlc. ",Halloe s brother! I am very
hungrys Let us work.some sclieme :ta.get something te eat!.
I will lead the wgy, do you:faliow."--"Well, I will do
whatever you propose.”--"Over there is a prairie-dogs®
village. We will stay.here until daylight. Im'the morn- -
iIng you will go to the prairie-dog village and play -dead-__;"'
Skunk followed his direetions. Coyote got to the prairie- -
dogs. ‘"Come, we will have a-dance. .Stop up:your holes
tight, let évery- one come here. Our enemy lies dead befére
us.* Do ie\g-@-&];l ‘gtend in:a .:.abig:rf'-cﬁifala “and dance. with clesed
§j68¢ . If eny ons ldoks, he Will'turnsinto semething bad."
A8 they were dancing, Coyote killed one of them. "Well; -
now all opén ‘your eyes! -Look.at this:ene; he gpened ':h‘ié
é‘j‘éﬁ -and '_‘-tﬁ;ed,- New, ‘all -'.-o-i?:'.'-y.'-ou; -.;eiosé\;-yaur.?-eyas ~and -danee .-
again;idon't look; or you will'diel® . They began to.dance
6rice mord; and Coyote comméenced to-kill them, At last-one
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took a stiek and raked up the fireplaee but ceuld only
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of them locked., "Oh, he is killing us!" Then all the sur-
vivors ren for their holes. While they were trying to get
in, he killed them. €Coyote and Skunkugathered_all the corp-
ses and piled them up by a creek.. They built a fipe and
oooked them. A5

- "Well," said Coyote, "let,us run a race for them!
The one that: wins shall have all the good fat.onea;“ﬁaﬁehgr
Teplied Skunk, "youare too swift; I am a slow runper, and
can never beat yeu..f—“ﬁéll, I will tie a rock to my foot "
_--"If you tie a big ona, I will race with.you. They were
to run around a hill. Goyate said, Wbll, ga on ahead! I
will catch up &a you._] Sknnk began to‘run. Goybte tied a
rook to his faot and followed cayete said "The one that
1is behind shall make e big fire, so there will be 101-.9 of
smoke rising on the ather side of the hill " He took all tha
meat and oarried 11; home. | He eut orr all the tails and. 1ert' .
tham stieking aut ‘with two poor 11ttle prairie—dogs ror. |
Sknnk: Goyote thanght Skmnk was ahead ef him. ‘As ‘he rag

_aleng, he said to himself' "I wanﬂer where that feol is'i il

_4.3" o

aia net. k:new ha eéiﬂ.a 'éu'em me. He get baok to the pile,
 and saw ths taila sticking out z Hs seiZed one; and it |

:slipped out. He tried another ane. “eh, they are well ceok—
edl“ He tried aaother one. Then he gat suspieieus. He



219

- find the two lean prairie-dogs. Skunk, lying in his den,
was watéhing him. As Coyote was standing to look around,
Skunk threw one of the prairie-dog bones at him. Coyote
then espied him lying in his camp. He saw all the meat
around htm, “Give me some of thaml“——“Hb we have r™n a
race for tham I heat you, I am goiﬁg to: eat them all w
Goyote begged him in vain‘fer some: reod Skunk ate it all,
He was a better tr1§kster than cGthe. ” R

agher Vbrgigg.--coyote was knocking about on the
prairie. There was a prairie-dog viliage thsre. Goynte
got there. "Wbll a had disaaae 15 eoming to us,“ he an-
nnunced, The éﬁief of tha prairie~dogs, who was named Elk—
Meat went among hia 990ple, saying, “Goyete says a bad di-
sease is coming to us. coyete s&id “Gh tell yuur pe0p1e
we are going to dance._ The chief told his people. ﬂwe will
h&ve 1t right in the eeﬁtre of the camp | Tﬁenwthag gathered
a 1ot of waad._ Tewards night-fall Coyote said "Well we
%?e §oi?g t°iﬁéﬁﬁf-‘gﬁP¥?°‘F?€? were déncing; Geyete develep-
e;h; ;pheégv As ;héf‘eaﬁs ar&;nd te one side,.he killed tham
wifiz éws‘bick while stanaing at the ra.r enﬁ.. ‘Two little ones

"- s!‘,

2

had Just 1ost their mother. The younger or the tﬁo, peeping
at Coyote, said, "0 brother! they are killing us., What are
we going to do? Let us run away!"™ He took the lead, and
they fled. Looking back, oné of them said, "Why, he is de-
stroying all of us! He was merely deceiving us."



THE INDIAN AND THE-BEAR

The short tale that follows: is from the c¢ol-
lection of “"Shoshone and Gomanche:Tales” by St; -
Glair and Lowie in.the: Journal of American.Folk«

10205 P RW6G 12 in. LT Eo tErh L F Bmaer CRTarr o
(oo It is quite .different.from any thet I heard
from:the Comanche, -but.it is: typical of trickster.
tales; except thabt.the triekster this time ig en-- -
indian: Several narrators have told me, however,
that the animel that: ®gets: the .better of someone -
elsel in a story is. a-symbol of the Indian whe

can "outsmart® his neighbor. When he is "outdone™
by another, he still can enjoy alla

 +. An Indien was knocking about.all by himself.- A.
bear--found hjm and gave chase.. The Indian fled to the
prairie. There he stood, not knowing whet te-do. -Then

he painted all his-hody green.::"I.will:let him cg#;chrv-ﬁeﬂ--'
Thebeqr aaught up to him. ..Thﬁi‘.;m:‘igﬁ'd stiilf:.- uentulae "
glandem.vetraxit (?), The bear esdd; SAh, welll I guess
lgte died yesterday:ox to-day." He went away, but .artq;'-'_ 'g
: while 1_153 sf@g,m@ ~bagk-and steod :there, muins ‘the man ?;-_,_:—;-:-;-%_;E_'He :
ast have boen.dead.for two days.. Julging by the mell,
hemst Hewe been -dead -longer.than .one-day,"™ ha _ aaid.

L Rl R
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THE FOX AND THE DEER

- The trickster fox in the following tale does
not get his just dues, but the point may have been

- that ‘to get the necessities of life: by outwitting
another and "getting by" is part of human nature
and is to be foundiin this world, Moryal or ne morel, - .
it is amusing, especlally with its emphasis on the

- ‘elaborate: scheme:of the hypoeritical-fox to pretend
mourning.

7 7 'The ‘story was related: by Mow+swat-and interpreted
by Rachel Mow-wat, June, 1940.

¢ "A-deer became vény%ill;:and;eld«fex:waseright there
pretending to nurse him back to health; The poor deer died.
His-relatives ecame to grieveé over his body.
' - "What shall-we 4o with his body?" they asked.

“The best thing'te do is to throw it 'in that nearby
stteamgﬂhsai&:tha-ﬂaxhalyli?wahey.qgreeditocthefauggestion;
Tﬁen, beside: themselves.with:grief, they left the vicinity
of the ddér's -deaths .' siv seis, e la afseos

(with griRéx-rancdown stream-torlis’ family and told them teo
?watqh fo¥-a deer that-would soom:be fleating by;am$heﬂﬁldest
‘boy:selected s perch.on.the bank to.watch.

"Here: it - comes ;™ heashegted;after=anshort.wh1le.

Father fox  jumped ‘into the water and pulled the deer out.
‘Mother fox sharpened-a kmifej-skinned the-deer; and cut up

221
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the meat.

Just as fox and his family began their feast, a tiny
humming-bird came flying about and begged far a taste of the
meat, Whén fox refused, the humming-bird threatened him by
saying, "I'll tell deer's relatives what- You have done if
you don't give:me some meat.” Still the fox refused.

Humning-bird flew away without any further protest,
found deer's relatives, and told them the whole story. When
fox realized that the reletives might come, he hurriedly
buried all the meat, T_hen fox cut his children's hair and
rubbed ashes into his own hair and his wife's to show mourn-
ing. The children were sent te the top of the hill to
watch for the approach of the deer. Soon they were shouting,
"Father, there's a whole flock coming.™

ﬁ'ith a sheky voice, hoarse from grief, and frowzy
hair, gray from mourning, Mrs. Fox greeted the relatives.

"Where is the 0ld fox?" they demanded.

"In the house," she said. "He ig almost prostrate

. with grief since his best friend died.®

Fox came out of the house crying and saying, "You
bring beiek sad memories, my friends."

impressed by the seeming sincerity of fox, the
father of the deer addressed the others. "“We shall not

bother fox and his family. Look, even the poor children
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are in mourning. Let us go back.™
Little fox was sent to the top of the hill agaiﬁ to
watch until the deer had disappeared. When he came back amd
said, "They're gone nﬂﬁ}f_gf. épd ﬁ%§. Fox jumped into the
river to wash off their ésﬁés, dug ﬁp the meat, and started

the feast sgatn. ¢
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TRICKSTER TALES
‘-.(:éom.&nche Sbofj)
; The ‘succeeding three versions of Coyote triek-
ster tales are from the St. Clair and Lowle col-
leotion, ' _

In these stories-it is an:easy mental shift to
imagine the Coyote to be an Indian. The comparison,
seemingly, is often in the mind of the Comanche nar- -
rator.

.+ «-Coyote was thinking how he might get some money., A
great meany soldiers were following his trail. Coyote:teok: .
his kettle-and dug out g place in the bank. There he made:

a fire and placed the kettle:over it. He:'put in water, which
began to boil. The goldiers were coming near. Their cap-
tain approached CGoyote, asking him how he was. Coyote :just
continued cocoking. -The capbéin said, "You have.a mighty '
good kettlel"--"Yes, it .is a good ome."--"Can't I.buy:it .
from you?¥-~"0h; I thipk:a great deal of it L The -eaptain
iaﬁ.-id ¢ M1WeXl, T will ‘give you:my horse for it."-+%0h, mol =
You must “gffer .something I -eare for very much .-:"!,-.,--_-;“Kell Fata |
will give you-two herges."=="My-kettle is-a mighty good
one."-="Well, seélect whatever ‘two:horses you wish for it.® -~
Coyote then:picked out two. very fine horses, and-departed.’ :
PEELIY  fpialy 32\4 PO 3 S N S t. .. AT s, ¥
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The soldiers left with their kettle. When they camped, they
set the kettle down,; poured in water, and sat watching to
see it boil. They had to wait a very long time. :"Evideatly
Coyote has got the better of us," they said. . From that -time
on,; the whites have always traded with the Indians.ﬂ Coyote
taught us to do_ S0.

§g§ggg'ﬂbrsien,z~0ne white.man had heard a great deal
ahout"Goyote!srtriekézya-sHe S&ié; "0h, I want to see him}
Did you ever hear of any person getting.cheated right before
his:eyes? . Go, bring him here! I!ll see whether he can.beat
me -that -way." Coyote was welking along ashort distance away.
One -of them spied him. "There:.is Coyote, who always cheats
everybody." Ehe"whita_man.gdt out to look at him. 'He:put
on very fine clothes, mounted a good horse; and loped after
Coyote until he caught up to him. "Hold on, my friemd! I
havézhaar&showqun:alw&ys;cheat;3@@@1e." Coyote answered,
"0h, you are mistaking me!"--"Qh, no! Go aheaé and cheat-ms
out of something." Goyoté said, "My stuff for scheming-is

;not here."-~“Where is it, then, the stuff you cheat people

with?"--"I have it at my house."--"Well, go fetch it and
fodl me!" Coyote said, "Lend me your horse."--"Where is
your house?"--"Over the hill.®" The white man 4i smounted and

lent him his horse. The horse was afraid of Coyote. Coyote

- 8aid, "Give me all your clothes, or he will be afraid of me."



always used to steal so many horses,
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So the white men gave Coyote all his elothes. Coyate put
them on, mounted, and loped off. "I have fooled you al-
ready. You certainly are easily oheated. The white man
stood there, waving to him to return' but Coyote did not
mind him,;an@~ggllope&~away.

_g;gg‘versigg --A ahort'while arter thia adventure,
Coyote waa a&untering &long a craek.= He san'many peeple
moving along with mules and horaes. Geyote was eager to
get some of them. He addressed the people, telling tham

ey

they ceuld camp by a certain clump of trees. They were
ismall trees, which he had already eut 1nto. The peeple
'followed his adviee,'gnd staked their horsas to those 1it-

tle trees. In the night all the mules and horses broka

loose. Coyote, whe was watching at a distance fram the

oamp, then drove them off. This 13 why Indians 1ong ago



FOX AND THE QUATL

_ Bach of the remaining stories of this division .
concern the trickster who, himself, was ocutwitted.
Most::of them represent the type of moralizing and -
didactic use to which many of the tales are put.

; - The following narrative was: told with much ex-
pression, many imitating noises, and elaborate ges-
tures by Mow-wat. : Rachel Mow-wat served as inter-
preter, June, 1940. _

The sly old fox was wandering along a winding cow
trail one c¢old wintry day. He found a bird's nest in the
grass beside the trail and some small birda'nearhy.

"What kind of birds are you?" he asked.

"We belong to the quail femily-~the kind that scare
‘people by flying up suddenly in front of them," they answer-
ed.

"Scere people? Pooh! You can't scare me," he said
in pride and scorn. Then he spit all over them and went on
‘his way.

" Soon Mother Quail came home with food. "For goodness!

sake, children, what has happened? TYoeu're all wet and dirty,”
‘she said. - _ ‘

"A man came by and left us this way. He insulted
us," £hsy all squeaked.

e e
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. some distance ahead far him to oame by,

228
"Where did he go?" she asked, beceming angry.
"Right on up the.trail,“ they said,
The mother follawed the rox anﬁ ‘soon spied him,
Going around him in the grass, sha waited near a water hole

wnen he was very

: olose, she flutterbd ap right berere hia ncse. In his sud~-

den frisht thﬂ fax ?1ungéd into the iee-eevered pool and
broke his 1eg u the rau. BUE B B

Mbral Bon't make run of other people's children.
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THE OTTER AND THE FOX

The :familiar %brother-in-law"” greeting found in

many Indian animal stories appears in the following

- tale related by:Maw-wat and interpreted by Rachel ' .
Mow-wat, Jume, 1940. The story is typical of the
"Bungling Ho-stﬂ'.:s_s,ezgig'g- gg be found :in many collections
such as Opler's and lLegends of the Lipan Apache
Indians - (New Yorks  J. d. Augustin ;. Publisher, Amer-

can Folklore Society, 1940), pp. 139-142.

i

« . idre Obter and his femily lived .at the. edge of the
ereek. The old fox came:-along-and said, "I didnt't know =
you 1ived here, brother-in-law.m.

< "Yesy wo'we always lived here," said Otter. "We
don't have anythimg to eat today, -but I'll see my wife,"
Otter knew it was the habit of Fox to visit people just at
meal time. To his wife he said; "I guess welll .have bo let

‘him eat one of our little ones.” Otter called his children

in from their .swimming. ‘Then ite the .surprised fox he-said,

 “You ean have the fattesat-ome. : Take -your pick."

After ‘the fox made his selection, Gtter killed and. .

- @leaned At :end coaked it. . .. 4% Ler glnos Do Lhe beak, |
Dsnenied "Now “wWhen-you-eat thiﬁ, eatl. . the meat and . save: the :

“bones; .be sure to:save the -bones," he said.

They watched the fox eat, and when he had finished,
229
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Mrs. Otter gathered the bones together and threw them in
the ereek. As the bones struck the water, the little Otter
came baeck to life and went on swimmlng. The fox was astound-
ed, but he wouldn't let Otter knaw it.
"I live up the ereek a 3hort diatance where the

water 13 dqep. Game qyer:somatimé;vthe fox aaid and left.

- Later, swimming ug streaé, Otter 1aeated Fex among
the: willow frees andwent to yielt with By L
When Fax saw Gttar; he'called to his children, "All
you little ones, rwi-out té the créek and swim.v
tv “. "eWell, hello," he shouted<to Otter. "I'm glad to
‘ go& you. We dén!t have anything to eat today, but Mrs. Fox
and I will sée what we can do." '
Fox cdlled the children in from their swimming. -
- "Pake your choice," he Baid to'Otter. -
- Otter plcked the fattest cme. Fox killed it and’
"eleaned it and cooked it.
b fo - nNow eat the meat but’'be sure to’ save the bones,"
“8a16'$he' Pok,” W6 @TAHL want to be outdone.
| " When Otter'had’ finished his meal, Fox: took the bones
“and  threw thém ‘into the' oreck. A® he stood on ‘the bank; he
I '¥atohed’ the rish Tight over the bones ‘in the water, but he
"‘never dgain ‘Saw that Iittle fox, - = = o o

) 1
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HOW FOX BECAME BLIND

... Various stories of how Fex or Coyote became -
blind exist. Most of them can be grouped into two
-divisions;. :<the eye-juggling “type and the eye~-poking
type. In the following story, as related by Mow-wat
and translated by Rachel Mow-wat, Fox unsuccessfully -
imitates Qwl in an eye-juggling act. Opler's Myths

- .8nd -Legends of the :Lipan Apache -Indians ‘ineludes ..
variants in which Coyote ﬁ&?{ea 5'9.3_E-rabb1t.

- Fox went to Visit Owl one day. "Brother,"™ he said -
o Owl, figould you Leach me a trick? - Itd. like to .do .bricks
of magic." _ /

. ML can show you a trick," said Owl, "but you must be
very oareful -to-follow inatruotiené;. Watch me closely while
I demonstrate." - Owl {00k out one.of his own eyes and tossed
it up into a willow tree. He took the other eye and did the
same. Then calling, "Eyes, fall,"™ the ey;es immediately re-~
turned to their sockets. He th;-ew his eyes up four times,
and each time they returned. |

Fox tried the act and found that the magie words
worked for him, too. Owl warned him, however, "There are
two Tules you must observe: Yén must never perform this
trick more than foui' times in ome day; and when you throw
your eyes up, you must be sure that you are throwing them
" 231




a32
into a willow tree.™
Fox went on his way feeling ever so smart. "I am
a magician now," he thonght to gig;gelf. "I don't see why
I ean't play this trick all day long.  Four times isn't
enough And why must I seek a m:lllmv tree eaeh tima? Per-
haps ‘bhe stupid @wl waa just talkis

'falﬂz;g ene at 'é.' t:l.nié, Fe:: t

.....

“Eyes fa.'l.l,'! he alwa vwas a.hle tm gecb then baok. He oanw
to an elm. "It's just as well,“_ s&id Fax. #1111 throw ny
eyes into:the brenches of this Jdarge elm:tree and:see what

happens: ' Perhaps I can show:Owl that I-am d:greater magician

than he is.": sl O (e 00 & by

Herthrew one eye:up and then the other s but call -as

“he might, the eyes never returned to him.
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 HOW FOX BECAME BLIND

~-8imilar to the eye-poking Owl and Foéx of this -
tale are the nose-poking Buffale and Coyote of the
“dlearilla Apaché story in-Opler'sldolleetion, ps ' -
255. Thompson's Tales of the North Americem Indians,
PP+ 71-73, includes a story of the Thompson Indlian
tribe that appeared in Teit's Memoirs of the Ameri-
can Folklore- Foqe%s%l,ﬁi,rw.n Nt the Bear ;and:
Coyote werm the ands at the fire to secure grease.

©7 ‘THe following version wds told by Mow-wat and
I_Iinte:?_xfetqd“ by Rachel How-wat, Juge, 1940.
0wl and his family lived on the bank of a creek.
Mr. Fox came “over 1o visit one day (he was always visiting
here and there). Mr. Owl was gone, but he soon came home;
- “What d4id you come:for today, brother-in-law?® asked
Owl. ' :
oo ni#Qhy I just ccame to ‘see how ‘my 1ittle nephews were .-
getting along," said Fox.
"Wite " ::8&1&.’;— Gwl, Mprepare the beést dinner you-can
F eoks’fermuri‘gueétw Tlad avd Pl Tlawe Goes
' Thewife ‘budied herself-pounding some dry meat into
a‘fine:pulp., "We:don't have any grease in the house," ghé!..
said dfter a féw minutess < o by

"Welly maybe I can make 'medieine! and provide some

for you." ':Owl spoke confidently before the wise fox, ‘and -
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then he said, "you shall eat meat our way and have a treat.®

"Here's one trick he doesn't know,"™ Owl thought to
himself, and he poked and punched at his eyes until grease
dripped from them. He rubbed them and his eyes returned
to normal. - Although the trick was mew to Fox, he said
nothing; but he watched curicusly; thinking, "I must try
that some day.™

They ate the well-seasoned meat until their appe~
tites were sa‘tisfiegi. After dinner Fox said, "Mr. Owl, I'm
going home now, I live at the edge of yonder mountain.

Come over and see me."

0f course, Fox didn't have athome; he Just pretended
that he did. He hurried to the spet to which he had ﬁointed
and started building a house,

"My children and wife, you have a brother and some
cousins that may come to see us. Watch for them and welcome
them."

Fox was very busy one day when he saw Owl Tlying

- overhead. - He sigunalled and Owl flew down.
| "Well, at last you have come to visit. I'm glad
to see you. Come in," said Fox heartily, and then he called
to his wife, "Get busy and pound some meat, wife; I'll pro-
vide the greaese."
 Here 1s where Fox got into trouble. He tried Owl's
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eye-poking trick, but succeeded in doing nothing but punch..
1ng out his eyes.
"Well " sai.d Hrs. Fox, "I wonder Where he learned
that trick, He has not‘.hing but popped-out eyea. :
Poer old Fe:x: called on Owl to help, but it was too

late now. - With his pride he tr‘,lec} to shéw orf and xgdw he
was blind and alena, fer his wife leﬁ; him |
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CAloneR! .

(Sequel to "How Fox Became Blind®)

FER

.In.some versions, the. sequel .and the main stary
are told as one long story, but they were given to
me asg separate stories. In fact the sequel was
given first, and then the narrator, Mow-wat, turned
to me and ask:ed, MWould you, like to. know hew Fox.
became blind?“ I heard the tale in June, 1940,

Blindfox opne day was wandering along the creek.

. He was lonesome for companiong. - -:Since.he had become blind,

......

no one .cared for him. . He tied a oloth around his head so
that people couldn't see that; he was blind. -When he heard
the sound of a bell across the creek, he.called, "Who are
youz®

fWe are of the: Indian tribe," came the answer from

two girks. One of them was wearing a bell.

."Sg, am L," sald the fox. . "Why sre you aou;t Jhere..

:'.“_(

1'“‘

e W e e 0T e g g by ke S i N T -y
e ’..‘- (o - e 2 :‘,.v"}, Fal oD ges e FR¥ia 8 wmhe,

+ . We. had. a guarrel wit;h our mother. .She whipped us,™

e —

they Baldiy ey nwwe Foua Par opawy dsye v s
. "What are.you dei.ng?“ asked the feox,
".Tust fo@lj_ng around ;" said - one.. ol Ty
- "80-am 1,% the fox veplied,. "Let's live tegether-
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"A11 right," said the girls, and they went across
the river.

Fox was very soon busy building a house with poles’
and brush while the girls gathered fire wood. As the girls
returned, they noticed the queer house ‘_l'.hat Fox had built,
On . all sides were large openings. :Fox:couldm't see to.
build it properly. -

"This is no house,” they cemplained. ®It has too
many openings.™

~ "W-Well," the fox stemmered reassuringly, "I purs
pogely built. it that way. :-When-the -ehemy approaches s WO .
can escape from the house in any:direetioni® -
- After a while the girls saw a herd of buffale in
the distance.  %"Get yeour bow and arrow and shoot ‘one ‘of
those buffaloes," theyyelled: ' "Hurry."

them fram-{the other side, while I get ‘my -bow:dnd ‘quiveér, and
don't let them run-away.®: Fox ‘moeidéntally killed a 'buffa-

1@;*&116. “the ;girls weneivery much -pleaseéd. :The ‘girls 'pré-
‘pared somocof the meat and hung the rest on a pole to dry.

"We!ll -have food for many days.to ‘eome " they ‘gaid,
"You are a ‘good provideri® it - i L :
cexo o "ORy iyesy saild Fex, *I usually hit my ‘mark.® Hé

leaned. up:againdt the house and .began -'.q-i,ng-i.ng ¢ -He prided
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himself with being a real warrior. He was also proud ‘of his
two wives.

He ate so mueh that after dinner he had to rest.  In
keeping with his dignity, Fox rested with his feet on the lap
of one girl and his head on the:lap of the ¢ther. "Lousé ‘me,
now, while ‘I“rest," hé satd, He was soon sound ‘asleepi -

‘"I wonder why he keeps that ¢loth on his head ;" re-
marked the girl at ‘the feot, = '

- *fiLetfs take a 'peep at his face while he is asleep,™
said the other;" :.aamg ‘up from her Yousing: ' Immediately ' -
affér 1ifting the cloth, she drew back. "Oooh," she said,
"he's blind; his eyes are full of sores, and worms are |
erawling out of them."

"The nasty manl}! Let's play a trick on him,* said
the girl at the foot diagustedly.

Without waking the old fox, they went out to find
two stugips. One of the logs had wood ﬁ_nts all over it.

This one they placed beneath his head for a pillow; the
other they placed under his legs. Then they stood by ﬁo
see what would happen. |

Half aslesp, as he stretched, he felt something |
tickling him. He thought it was the girls and smiled. The
_ tickling continued and soon the ants were biting him. In
 kicking and moving about he struck wood, and the girls
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laughed to see him in his misery. Now fully amke; he heard
them.

"I'11 kill you for this;“ ‘he yelled as he stumbled
after them with his bow and arrows,

The girls ran to the edge of a ateep re&—rock cliff,
“He ean't see us,“ one sai.el. : '*iie is just rellewing ‘the sound
of my: bell. I'll ‘bhrew 'bhe bell ﬁm the clifi‘, and he'll
follow aﬁ;er it. ![t‘hat g;ll,l aerve him z;:.ght .and we ‘ghall
be rid ot him." L TR

g Fe:x: fg]_].owed the sound of the bell and fell down the

cliff and broke his legs



THE EYE JUGGLER

The following tale, taken from the St. Clair
and Lowie collection, pp. 278-279, contains most
 of the essential details ef the eye-juggling fox
and the adventure with the two girls. Instead
~of the fox, however, we have the:coyote; and: in-
stead of the owl, we have two yellow birds, which
 really: may be owls because the name of owl (o oh*
hah) means yellow.
The Shoshonhe wversion in this:same collection
(pp. 269-270) resembles the Comanche tale in most
- of its details,

Goyote was always knacking about hunting for some-
thiﬁé; He came to a creek where there was nothing but
green willows.. Two 1ittle yellowubirds were playing there.
He came up to them. Laughing, thﬂy pulled out their eyes
anﬂ threw tham on the treas while they stood belaw. “Eyes |
fall!“ they said. Then their eyes fell back 1nto their -
seckats. Goyete went to them._ Hb greatly admired their

e

trick. ﬂo bmthersz ‘I wish to play that way, too"--“eh we

AN0E YU waiild onbéen egiskt g8 4B

Wit 7

n(t show'you, yeu are too mean;

‘1""‘\

1nte any kind ef tree ana lese them?--“oh ne.' I would do 1t

You would threw your eyes

just like you. At- laat the birds agreé&"to sh.ow him. ‘i‘hey
'pulled out his eyes, threw them up, and said “Eyes, fall!“ |
Then.his eyes. fell baek agaln. Geyote was well pleased.__ﬂb
,;pulled out his eyes himself, threW‘them up, anﬁ gaid ,"Eyes,falli"®

240
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They returned o their plaees. .fLet us all go along this

ereeki"™ said the birds. ™Other people will see us and take
-8 faney to us." They went along playing. Coyote said, "I
‘am going over there. I kmow the trick well now." He left
them. He got to another creek.. A common willow=tree was

' standing ther®.. "Theresis no needito be afraid of this
(tree. . I'11 try it first.® He pulled out his eyes, and threw
‘them at the tree. "Eyes, falli" ho shouted. His eyes did-
-not fall. He thus:became blind.‘ He tied .something around:
;hisvew'es; and letter . . |

Walking along the.ereek, he met two young girls. -

i"What kind of girls are .you?®--"We. are Ya'yaru girls."—-- -
-"We all belong to the:--'sam_g, ﬁe-ppls;.-.zthe.n; I am a Ya'tyaru
cyoung man.” :The two girls d4id not. know he was blind, ‘He.
‘asked them; "Where are:you going?"~-"We are going over there."
;fvﬁﬁbll:;wa will &11<S?Ltgseth§£o§rmTh§Yidahatedathelmattﬂz,
{then all went to-gether.: Ome girl said, "Just look at the
‘buffaloes-therei®. Ooyete-laughed: "I was wondering ‘how:
Jqseon-yourwouldsoateh .sight ofthem;: that's why I would not:
/tell-you about them?. When they had gome a little farther,

one of the:girls: asked the other, "Why does :he’.?nét-r'ml one

‘hew long it would:take you to think eof that, that's why I .
NOuld pot Lell you.before.  Go.areund that.way to.the other

e

-10f thoge buffeloes for us?" . Coyote:laughed, "I was wondering,:
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side of the buffalo, then they won't see you. Then they will
run here, and I will kill one for us.™ They followed his
directions. The buffaloes, seeing them, ran towards Coyote.
When they came nearer, he shot at them and killed ons by
chance. When the girls ran up, they said, "He has really
killed one." Coyote laughed: "I'was wondering how sodn they
would see it, ‘that's what I was thinking ebout you. ©Oh, isn't
he fatf-'!--coyot'e -said, YWhy eertainly, I'was looking for a fat
one:" The two girls-said, "Dossn't he’ kiow Well how to 166k
for a fat one?" Coyoté said; “Do you two out it uwp; I will
build us a house by theé erdék." “He' went off ‘to make ‘tliem a
lodge. There were big holes: in it everywhere, because he was
blind. He made it of brushi The two girls came with the
meat. They said; "This mist ba a house built by ‘& blind man,
there are holes all over.® -Céyote laughed. ™Oh, you two don't
understand. Why, ‘I built it this way so that if lota 6f ené-
mies charge on us, we might go out in any direetion. :There
is no danger of our being«hmeé. in/" . Thé girls said, "We
d14 dot -think ar«émh##éﬁ +Théy ‘fiade 'thHeir lome there, both be-ﬂ
cdning Cayotels wived, - . F o 5 g : |

S Onee “Goyote said ‘to them, -*Louse me."™- The women sat
down, :and ‘Coyote ‘placed ‘His head on the ené, and his feet on
the other. For a hile they loused him, then he fell a¥leep.
One of the women said, "Let us pull off this rag from his
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head! He won't know anything about it, he's asleep. Let
us look at his eyes.”™ ©She raised the cover. "Why, he is
blind: There are lots of worms in his eyes." The one on
whose lap his head was i:.est.ing bad;é' her companion bring a
stu:np with l@ts of. ants on it.‘ "Put 11; tm.d,er his head. and
reteh another ane withaut ants rer» his fee‘b - mar they
had fixed the stumps, ‘one er the,m aaiﬁ, "_I.et us go’ nowi"

- The older eister said,' “T&ke hold er those bellsi™ They
got some: distance away' fran Goyata. Shartly after th’ey had
left, ’ehe ants began to° ‘bite m ﬂe‘ bagan but‘oing with
his head. "Oh, be eaay, you tm, 1ouse me!" He tried to
bubt them, but only struok the ground. He weke up, and _
1ooked for their trail,_ Leakd.ng back, the women aaw him
ocming.; They began to r‘uh. "That 13 stu-ely Goyote there.
Let us: beat h.tm by that b:lg red bluff L The elder sister
said, "Tear eff those -bells er youra. She pulled them off.
"He can't see us, he 13 just following the bells._ Whep we
get to:the* i'éd bluff droP your. bells, and he will fall over
16" Coyeto was pu:rsuing them. The woman's bells were
Jlngling aa they ran along When they got to the cliff ahe

dropped them. _ Goyote, he&ring ths bell s, fo;lmd arber

,them, and was crushed te pieees. Thg mmen went home.
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THE RACE BETWEEN RABBIT AND TURTLE

Thompson's Tales of the.North American Indians
contains "The Turtle's Relay Race" (a Zunl folktale),

Pp. 258-259, that may . be considered a variant of: the:

following comanche story. A oloser version appears

‘in Opler's Myths and:Legends of the Lipan Apache,
~p. 200, '

The Comanche story.is so nearly like the fable

of "The Hare and the Tortoise" that the similarity

is worth noting in deteil., The tale; found in.the. .
section, "Aesop's Fables" in Johnson and Scott's

Antholegy of Children's Literature, ps 48, is. given

. hsre.

THE EARE‘AHD THE TORTOISE
A Hare was once boaating about how fast he could
run when e Tortoise; -overhearing him; said, "I'1l.
Tun you a race.” "Domne," said the Hare and 1aughed

. te himself:- "But let!s.- get .the Fox for.a- judge."

T thﬁmcen b SR L ;_-’_.. 1 '.!-;'_"-f &

The Fox consented end the two started. The Hare

~ quiekly outran the.Torteise,rend knwoing he was fer ..

ahead, lay down to take a nap. "I can soon pass the

;;Tqrtoise whenever.l.awaken.y. But unfortunately, the

Hare overslept himself; therefore when he amoke, though
he ran his best, he found: the Tortoise wag already at
the goal., He had learned that “Slow and steady wins

g 7 i

,‘
”-AS (=3

a Rahbit once killed aame prairie dogs anﬂ was veyy

busy at homs roasting tham, when along eame Turtle.

“Goed-day, brather! ‘Ybu appear to be very busy

.What are you ceoking thﬁre?" hsked Turtle.

“Ies, I am.very busy. I have same nice pralrie aogs

%as
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roasting in the coals,™ replied . Rabbit.
"When you are through, I want to have g game with

you. Let's have a rade. You should let me get a head

- start because you know how much faster you can run than I.©

"You don't have a chance. You are so slow that I
could take a long nap while yeu_gét a head start. And then
I could beat you with a stone tied to my foot. If you are
ready, start,” said the boastful Rabbit, |

"Let's go to the other side of the hill," suggested
Turtle. ! "Then whoever gets here first will have a feast with
the prairie dogs."

“Very well," sgreed Rabbit.

Rabbit, tired from the day's work, sat down when
they reached the desired location. It was not really his
intention to go to sleep, but before he realized it, he was
nodding, and soon he was sound asleep.

Turtle traveled as fast as his short legs could carry
him toward the prairie dog feast. As he came within sight

~of the prize, his mouth watered. He feared now that he would
‘lose the race; he knew it was possible for Rabbit to overtaké’

him at any time. He succeeded in reaching the spot alone.
How he enjoyed that hard-earned dinnert
When the last prairie dog was eaten, Rabbit cems

running in. Angry for having overslept, he scolded Turtle
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for not playing fair. There was nothing for Turtle to do
but laughy thank Rabbit for his hospitality, and go onm his

waYye.




Because this extbira o&llﬂktion does not inelude all
the 1iteratm:e tha:b my be in existenoa among the eomanohe,
the ones’ greuped here are too faw in number to demand the
creation of speoial elasses to include them in their respec-
t.ive divismns.- Included here are tm st.aries o:t anima.'l.

b~

two invelving histor:.c .’mcidenta, four poems, and three '

aongs.
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THE HKN-EATIHGIBKBY

. The tele related here resembles a Dracula story
of today. Stories of such superhuman momnster freaks
have entertainment value ¢hiefly. - In.this oney how-
ever, the drematic decision of the parents to sacri-

~ fice their child for-the geiieral welfare of the tribe,
which is always uppermost in impertance receives con-
siderable emphasis, = =

Raohel HGthat related the story in July, 194@.

S B

A baby was born to.a family that was camping with oth-~
er Indians along a stream. Every day the baby cried as though
it had the three-months cholici. The parents:became very tired
of caring for the:-child:that gave them 'no rest. The other In-
dians in camp became impatient with the continuasl noise. At
midnight the child usually could be guieted and then-everyatte
could sleep. ﬁfraouﬁae:evexypﬁé glept very soundly during
those "few:hours of rest.

+ + iNo' one:Fealized “that’ soon after the midnight hour the

child wotita-tPansforn' 1téel Fiintord beastly man-eating adult,

From mtdnight until just before dawn it would prowl about
frqm tent to tent eating a human being here and there. A%
dﬁwn it would be back in its cradle, and at sunrise it would
again start its day-long cry.
No one could explain the mysterious disappearance
248
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of those who were devoured.

Once while some were still awake in one of the tents,
they saw the intruder enter_. __A_ﬁse; they had recavered from
thelr astenidment, they @nbéé for the beast and grappled
with hi.me ‘rhe fem escaped tiut they gave chase anﬁ traoed
it to its ten'b. *l'here they rmd-, ,it. :’m its cradla., ?Hhere it
had turnea back inte a bahy ‘.Ehe ramily, amused by the
noise and eon:tuaion, learned of, the &iaeovery rrens. thair
tribemn. Their child ms 'bhe ma;a-eater. : Thay could ha.rdly
belj.ev&--it-.—- Even though they realized their predieemnt,
they did not imaw what ta da. They knew the beast. had to
be alain, but they hated to kil.l their om ohild. It was
a éirrioult decision thatAhad to be made. _

The thought that ﬁhey mi.ght kill the chilﬁ. afl;ar
midnight while he was in tha :t.‘orm of a man-eating beast con-~
: soled them.' _They hired a guard to watch the next night. |
The ohild. really came i‘rem the tont an.d after ha had made

252

his transramation, the gue_nré c&'aght him anawarea am killed

A T 53;'-" T "%"‘

.&—‘,.

i him. M‘ter life expired, thﬂ body changed hack te that. ei’
2 ﬁ?q*‘ ." { A iy ot 1 1 i

| | the baby
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THE COYOTE GIRL

-Stories of animal ce¢hildren.are not uncommon -
today, most of them bearing more fact then fietiom.
Herman Asenap:-gave me the aceount of the following
story in June, 1940, as he heard it from Tehquahkuh.

- This- particular -story may-be "symbolic of events
in the history of the tribe that involve the captur-
ing end adopiing of white children; the cayotes rep~
resenting the Comanche and the coyote girl represent-
jng the ceptive who had learned to:love the wild 'life"
and who was not satisfied to he returned to her own

. Kinsmens - s I3 Z 2% S ok s N

A 1ittle girl anﬁ her mﬂther were camping with their

kinsmen qnite a distanoe fraﬁ,the nearest creek.a_ _
 nLet us get our horaes and go % the craak for some

water," the mother ‘said one day. She didn't knew'that a man
with ovil 1ntentions overheard the conversation and rollowed
them to the stream. Thﬂ girl was 1ert on the bank te uatch
the horses while the mﬁthar went farthsr_down thﬂ gtream,

The man tbliewe& tha mﬁther,cééééﬁt her, seurfled

vith Bor, ohoked her ,minsulted 'iwtr o thsn went; to ‘the

plaoe whefe the’ girl was watohing the horses. He rareed her
to get on ‘the hcrse and the twu rode a 1eng diatance away;
Suddanly he stepped and told the girl te diamount Bhro he

killed the mothsr's horse, 1ert the girl 1n the wild deso-
g E.-’_;’:- 5 ; b oy 250 Lo R e g L
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late country and rode away.
For many years her people grieved for her and hoped
for her return. :
In her wanderings through the forests, along streams,
and over hills:she became acquainted with the wild animals

and mede friends with many of them.  She became especially
fond of the coyotes. . One goyote adopted her, cared for her,

and: guarded her from all harm. . In time her skin became
tough and.dark from the sun and the weather; her bhair grew
long; and .soon ghe herself began to resemble the wild animals.

. vA few of the leaders among. the coyotes held a coun-

il and decided they should take the girl back to her people.

They knew, however, they should have %o deal with her guard-

ian coyote., Visiting the den of her feithful friend, they

found the little girl.

“"We have decided to take you back to your people,™
they said, | . .-

"But I den't want to go," she sald. "Besides, I

wouldn't want to go without the consent of my guardian.®

"But he isn't here," said ome of the coyotes.

"Let us take her anyway,” another msisted.--

Far away was an Indian village beside a stream.,
Toward evening, one day, the Indians noticed ivhat appeared
to be a pack of dogs along the western horizon en the hill
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in the distance. Coming closer, and still moving in a paeck,
they seemed to lay down a burden. Now as the pack moved
away to watch from a distanoe, the Indiens saw that what
they thought to be dogs were really ceyetes.
Seme mriors ventureé. ferth with bows and arrows

to meet the craatura the ooyetea left hehind. i‘hay 1ookeﬁ

at the rrightaned anmal-alika girl and realized, s.n spite

of her wild appearanee, that she was the 1ohg-lesb ehild
of the aamp. Her relativsa cauld h&rdly balieva their eyaa ’
but all uere made happy by the rettn:n or the glrl that had

:bean hrought haek by the friendly oeybtes. Et‘heir hea:cts

were saddened, later, when they diseovered that the child
was never entiraly happy with them. She always 10_1_33394 to
go back to her coyote friends.
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The ‘following story, although it is ummistakably -
a creation of recent years, shows the Comanche's eapa—
~eity to enjoy:-aigeood joke.: Human mature everywhére
considers an embarrassing moment humorous, it seems.

. In-addition to the humor found ‘inthe: hanmleas ‘humili=
ation experienced by the young man in the story, there
is. ironic comedy:in the reéalization that the -awkward -
situation was the result of the Indian's attempting to
adopt the.white man's:invention. It parallels: thé ani-
mal stories in one respect: Just as the fox was unable

. to:imitate other animals without embarrassing, if net
serious, oconsequences, the Indian ig unable to fit him-
gelf perfectly into the white man's civilization.

The story, a eontribution from Nathaniel Woomavovah,
was given to me in January, 1940.

When colered glasses first came into use, an Indian
brave whose name we shall not mention purchased a pair of
black glasses. He went home singing and telking to himself
about his extraordinary purchase, He alsoc thought of his
girl friend whom he was to meet that night. At home, he

cleaned up and then dressed in his, finest array, mot for-
Eéetting, of'eonrse, to put on his glasses again, After he

hed finished, he decided to sleep until dark, A short map,
he thought, would refresh him,

He went to sleep only to ﬁakb at sunrise the next
morning. With his glasses on, however, he thought it was

WU B 253
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still night. The sun, which he thought to be the moon, was
still shining.
"Ah, what a night for romnce," he said as he crept
toward the girl's tent.

The girl's family was’ eating bre&kfast as ha rounded

the corner or the teat. Atter ﬁtmpi.ng his hea& agdins‘b the
; 2R 01 L ED

leg of the table and at the same time droppi:ig his glasses
to find himself in broad daylight he ran as rasb as h.is _

" lags ceuld oarry him rrom the acgnewf contnaion that he

lert- behiud._ -



| Giﬁ"Ts FOR 4. WIFE

nbwauat in relating the following story, June,
1940, said that the events conecerned his aunt and
that they illustrated:some:of the. customs of the 00-
manche. Gifts salways meant one of two things:
token of friendship:or a trade to:be made. -

Once a camanehe brave gave feur arrows to a young
boy. Ths foster—father, puzzled hy the gift askea aﬁﬁy-'

do you give the arrews? What is yaur want-—herse, saddle

| hlanket?" "

e

"y want this bay's sister,“ he said simyly but de-

'ﬁnitely.

Uhﬁerstandingly, the foster-father sent his wife
to get the girl, who was very pretty but young.

nGet yourself ready to go," they told her. "This
young men wants you for his wife."

The bridegroom had an especially large and attractive

 tepee that was solely his to which he took the bride. His

mother occupied another one nearby.

That night the girl sat, somewhat confused by her

- sudden transfer, and watched her new mate prepare for bed.

When he suddenly gave a whoop and a yell, she found it too

255
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much to bear and ran from the tepee in fright.
Searching for the girl, the man first went to his
mother's tent and called "Is she thera?"
"No, son," was the answer.
_ Artser searehing at hen home, he went to the h@me of
her. married 3131‘.61: whare he tam ];.er, - o L
"Go away," the sister told him bluntly,‘ "you can't
have her:mow. '‘We will-take-care of her % -
pooi oo The-next-day:the:foster-mother of the girl, aecord-
ting -to custam, sent: the brother.te.the young man to. return |
{ the rour arTowsS.’
gt o ha ~The disgruntled and-: disappointed bridegroom,:- in..
' rovenge,: destroyed the foster-mother's saddle by cutting it
:t0-pieces-and killed the. foster-father's favorite horga.

Y
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A COMANCHE BURIAL

Although the story below recounts a comparative-
1y recent burial (about 1895), the custom had been a
practice for centuries. Hermsn Asenap t0ld the story,
in June, 1940, as one of his own experiences.
| Long yearé ago when one of our Comanches died, the
body was carefully wrapped in a blanket, which served as a
shroud, laid gently across the horse behind the rider, and
slowly taken toward the mountains [Wiohite Mountains]. The
rider, accompanied by perhaps two or three fellow tribesmen;
rode as far up the side of one mountain as the horse could
safely travel. There a halt was. called., The riders dis-
mounted, searched the surrounding area carefully for a suit-
able burial place--a cave, excavation, recess, crevice, or
gorge. When the spot was located, the body was removed from
the horse. There in the selected burial site the body was
deposited and then covered campletely with stones. Solemnly,
t%hen;- the "pall bearers™ began their long trek back to the
camp. |
Upon their return all personal possessions of the
deceased were destroyed by the mourners and their fajithful
Qympathizers. All regalia, whether of special or insignifi-
257 o
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cant value, if it were in any way associated with the de-
parted, was burned to erase the last trace of a sad memory.
4 L E .“. ! N ¥ tod
ik % AR B LSy 5
='f a7 SR HOES g 3
s I e S Ty < RS S e R R R i yesdi oy oy ;
s N BV PR it sag wo TR ARG iy o Pads AW o B AR T i
after she Tigal @ Jevagey L8ae v o788, L Lah Bism bver
:’:': A rkedt ;'2 s * I‘h' AT S5 s ; g R Y 5
nHg 3 > Of the FXos £ ri 15 N Rhe BeiZow A
ik . A PR s ol i LR i es :
% oLyt :L‘ » Ia) , % ¥ -_‘“ _\:)‘ " £3 b ';‘I“?“‘ = A A b
¥ 1 s SRE S T o D, M T and mlha 3



. The, story of "The Comanche Rider," with its intro- .
- duction, is taken from Skinnerts hs and Legends of
~ Our Own Land, Vol. II, pp. 230-231, 'S“my'ﬁﬁw -
legend relates a burial near Fort Sill.

- The ways. of disposing of the Indian are many. .In ..
some- places ground sepulture is cammon; in .others, the .corpses
‘“‘e placed .in trees. . South Americans mumified their: dead,
&ﬂd ‘cremation was not ‘pknown. -Enemies gave ho .thought to
thase that they had slain, after plucking off their scalpa -
as ‘trophiesy though they sometimes: added the indignity kéf: £
mitilation dn BEILENGS v .nS o6 Netve g e oer SLe

- Sachem's Head, mear Guilford, Conneoticut, is.so '
named. begause Incas. cut a Pequotts head off and: placed 4t in -
the crotch of an oak that grew there. It nemained'_witﬁering-
for: years, It was to. save the -body of Polan from such a fate,
gfmﬁr e fight.:on Sebago Lake in 2766, that- his:brothexrs: v
pz‘l.md At under the Toot -of 8 sturdy young beech that they:
had.pried .out:.of the ground.:: He was:daid din the hollowdn:
his ‘warsdress, with silver -eross on:-his breast z_—and_:;;bpw;:and:

_ arrowa in his ‘hand; then, the weight ‘on the trunk ‘being re= - -

leaged, the sapling -sprang back 4o i%s place and -afterwapd.:
i 259
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rose to a commanding height, fitly marking the Indian's
tomb., Chief Blackbird, of the Omahas, was buried, in ac-
cordance with his wish; on the summit of a bluff near the
upper Missouri, on the back of his favorite horse, m:l.y
equipped for travel, with the s¢alps that he had taken hung
in the bridle. :

.When a Comanche dies he is buried on the westemi
side of the camp, that his soul may follow the setting sun
in'i;a the spirit world the speedier. His bow, arrew‘s, and
valuables are interred with him, and his best pony is killedi
at the grave that he may appear among his fellows in the
happy ,_1_1}1111_'._1113_ grounds mounted and equipped. An old Gemnche
who died neér- Fort S111 was without relatives and poor, so
his tribe thought that any kind of a horse would do ror‘lim
to range upon the fields of paradise. They killed a spavined
old plug and left him. Two weeks from that time the late un-
lamented galloped into camp of the Wiechitas on the baek:' er a
lop-eared ’ bob-tailed, sheep-necked, ring-boned horse, wi‘bh

:ribs 1like a grate, and said he wanted dimmer. Ha_yr;ag_ gggured

a p__iqee‘ of meat, formally presented to him on the end of a
lodge-pole, he offered himself to the view of his own peapie_,
alarming t,'hem'by- his glaring eyes and sunken cheeks,and told

them that he had came back to haunt them for a stingy, incon-

D

'siderate lot hec&usa the gate-keeper of heaven haél refused
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to admit him on so ill-conditioned a mount. The camp breke
‘up in dismay. Wichitas and Comanches journeyed, en masse,
to Fort Sill for protectien, a.nd since then they have sacri-
ficed the best horses in their possession when an unfriended
ome journeyed $o the spirit world. . "
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There -are many legends:of ‘buried treasure, more,
pérhaps, eamong the whites:than smong the Indians.

gamaz related the following aceount. in:-June,
19&9, Mr, and:Mrs. A. C. Birdsong now live in the
Quanah Parker home at the foot of the mountain that

figures in the story. Mrs. Birdsong is thﬂ uall-
educated daughter of the-late ehiefi - : iy
Hany have searohed‘rar.buriad treaaure 1n tha Wiahita
Hbuntains. Onca a man who elaimsd to kRGW‘the clue to one .
spot ef buried troasure on a mgggtain ju;t north cf the Qua-.
nah Parker homa, mss,stea o gt be a.l].owed to pitoh his

.1“'\_..‘

tent at the foot of the muntain. . |

| Qne morning, a rsw daya later, the man and tha tent ”
were gone. Searching ths aountain aidé, Indians found a uboden
oross marking the spot ‘whoere he had dmg for treasure. A cast
iron pot, ahowing yaars of burial stood empty beside the ex-

cavation.
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THE SUN DANCE:EPISODE

‘Herman Asenap furnished the -information in
July,; 1940, fer ‘the foll: :--inﬂidenﬁiuhigh 9CH: =y
6urredfn_egr t!'ori: sm quotovt; tranalateé.s,

One evening two brothers with their many guests were
having a Sun Dance negr Fort:8ilil.. Such eceremonies had been
forbidden by gcmalrmeat‘ fei'.f{i'éli;la aine.e the surrender of the
Comanche. When éfﬁctrareame m stqp the progress of the

dance, the Indians refaaeﬂ, t§ *o’be; their ‘commands -and many
were shot down i.n the Btruggle : ; 'l‘he bodies were thrown in

a wegon to be taken away and ‘edared for. One of the brothers,
Potsoquotovt, w“he was ’eaken to t.he ‘hospital at Fort 8ill,
recovered and: li'red aboﬁt ferfg;y yeaars longer as an outstand-

ing leader of his tribe. .




The:following lines, poetie in their fashion; are
original with e young-Comanche;ldd." =Nethaniel: Wooma-
vovah: wrote: the-lines in the spring of: 1959. 'I'he ®thun-
der &tiek“ in the Beeond 'pgem i—s* d;he ) SR e D

The @no Thing

- I speak your tongue, Pale I‘aee,
I sing your songs; 1o

g Ipmtnymeodaﬁamy%d,
I'let you:feéd on my coray
I give-~and agk nothing;
You return and take my 1and
The One:Thingithat:you:ghall net ha.ve
Is the Ind.ian 1nmy heart. RS

g 1 Sl
Whene?

Where is my arrow?

Where is my flute? -

Give:me chaok my: armw, -t
Gf"@ me: haﬂk m‘ flute.

mte m*mmm a: thm&e: stiek,

Gave -me e fiyte with- ‘mAany ‘gounds ;o
But:my -heart. ds withmy ast:v::.-cwSE
Hymm; 18 withvmy._zﬁaw‘ 7o

Listen 1;@ “&he '&;m—ebm; Y A4
I.iatan ‘someonetls ¢4llding, - TIOiv
; {a not: the- teun-f&om:s, _ o
t e the thunder, .
§° ‘onetg edllingyt v auent 1ot

t's the ory of tri he
“IT IS FINISHED.™ e
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The following poem dedicated to the: memary of
his grandmother:-was writtem by White Parker,
Indian minister-and:son:of Quaneh:Parker: It is
given as it: -appeared.in: Thewfie:wbon gonatitntien,
June 11, 1956, Lmon; eﬁ'a’hama

3

Tﬁé.ééﬂﬁnéﬁéé ;éﬁ@ fidiﬁgﬂone day;
They eaptured poor little«Cynthia Ann
They aarriea her rar amy..

._i

Oh, freedom is sweel on the prairiet

When she was grown, she married the chief--
The Wanderer loved to roam;

At last the troopers rescued her--

They sent her home.

Oh, freedom 13 sweet on the prairie!

Come Spring, she sat in her brother's house;
Her thoughts were faraway.

"My people are making new lodges now

‘On the prairie,” she would say.

Come Summer, she sat at her brotherts door,
Lonely enough to ecry,

"My paople are rununing buffalos now _
On"the prairie,” she would sigh, =~ - 7 is#:
Come Autumn, she sat in her brother s yard,
Sedly she would chafe:

"My people are on the war-path now

Oh; Quanah, my son, are you safe?"

Come Winter, she stood at her brother's gate-
The snow fell fast above.

"Nocona, my husband, you're needing things
I'd mak.e to show m;y great lovel®
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"Oh, Nocona, my husband, the Wanderer,
My brother is good to me!

But I long to be out on the plains with you--

In our lodge on the wide prairie(n
"My lips are still on your lips,
Though you-are far away; _

I cannot come to you, Nacona,

And here I cannot stayi™ _

She laid her down upon the bed--

©  'Her volce was low and wéak; o 5
woo Mg people.iwait foprmy 'Spirit now . .

: . e %

~ /.0n the prdirie] they heard Her speak. -

She -1aid her loneseome body down

Where it had pined away:

She died with her_fage to the open plain--
They buried heér‘next day.

Quanah Parker wasg her som,

The ‘rdider and the chief;

Many a Texan-Iost ‘his life

To pay ‘for Cynthid's grief.

Oh, freedom 15 ‘swoet dn the prairiel

A e Mg
§? = ga
;
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- TRIBAL SONGS

T

Among the few 0ld songs.that are found in the
Comanche tribe, three can be. founé. dAn full in Mooney*s

Mﬁ ; Report ‘of the Bureau of Ethnology,
1892-3, pp. 1046: ﬁﬂﬂllﬂﬁﬁ.fng[\of ‘these are given
here with Haeney's commenta,

Heya'hana Hae’ye
He'e yel

Heyo'hana' Ha.e '.Y'Ol

Heyo'hana' :Hae'yol-

Te! aya' tora'bi ai'-gi‘ a—-He etyo'l
Telaya' tora'bi ail'-gi'na--He'e'yo'l
‘Te'aya' toa'ha:ta'bi woln'gin<-Ahi'ni'yo'!
Te'aya* toa‘ﬁa ta'hi m@'n gin-thi'ni’yoil

‘J.'ranslation

He'e'yol
Heyo'hana'! Hae'yol
Heyo'hana' Hae'yo!
The sun's beams are running out--He'e'yo'l
The sun's beams are running out--Hetelyot!l
The sun's yellow rays are rumning out-- .
) Ahi'ni' t‘ :
The sun's yellew rays are ru:ming oat--

A.hi'n:l'yo'! : :

Thia soﬁg was probably aung at d.aylight, when f.he
-r:lrst rays of the sum shone in the east,; after the
‘daneers had beeén dancing ell night. The introductory
part is a suggestion from the songs of the mescal
rite, to which the Comanche are so much attached.
Although the words convey but little meaning, the
tune is unique and one of the best of all the ghost
sengs em acceunt af its sprightly measure.
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Ie'aya refers to the sun's rays or beams; tora!-
bi, a possessive form of ta'bi, sun; (mu'a, moon);
toa'ha, from a'hap, yellow; ai'-gi‘na and wo'n'gin
or va'n'gin, running out, streaming out.

Yani'tsini'hawa'na

Yani'tsinithawa'na}

Yanittsini'hawa'nal
<oy Hi'niswalwitalkitmd; -
7« Hi'atewalvita'ki'm. oo -

50
- ‘Trenslatien

. Yeni'tsinithawatnal .
Yani'tsinithawa'nal
We shall live again,
We shall live again,
The term:-hi‘niswa‘vita'ki'si siguifies "we are
coming to life again,™ or "we shall live again;" from
huswa'viteki'ni, "I am beginnirig:to:'be alive again."




A SACRED SONG

Mow-wat (no hand) helped compose the following
song,’ :
The melody of the song carries the quality eof
martiel music and the rhythm of the elder tribal
songs. The first few notes are very high, and the
last ones gradually descend the scale unt:{l the
lowest notes have been reached. i

- The translation, which is my own, may not be
accurate in every detail, but the general thought
is there,

de'su'see' k'ut'saz'ut
Tah'me teh'a wich ku'ni tuit
Taeh'ma teh'a wich ku'ni tui!

E'ba ite' so'ko vite' hah'beetuh
Pu'ha teck'wap a och'tso
Tah'me teh'a wioh ku'ni tui!
Tah'me teh'a wiech ku'ni tui!
Tah'me teh'a wich ku'ni tui?

Ok'o to'mo vah'ti?

Nahn'su yah'kit nah'buneet’a kit
Pu'ha queet'so ite och'tso. .
Tah'me teh'a wich ku'ni tui?
Tah'me teh'a wich ku'ni tui!
Tah'me teh'a wich ku'ni tuit

Translat ;i.oﬁ.

desus, my Savior, :
I am ‘Eelling the story,
I am telling the story.

Down here on this earth
The Word must be given.
I am telling the story,
I am telling the story,
I am telling the stery.

269



270

Up there in Heaven,

Where all appears wonderful
We will be made whole again.
I am telling the st

I am telling the story,
I am telling the" atory.

?
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