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Laski was a most prolific writer, producing approxi-
mately thirty books and hundr@ds-af scholarly articles and
pamphlets. He was regarded as one of the great expeundérs of
the socialist doctrine. He might also be considered an out-
gtanding figure in the devela@yant of the British Labour Party.
skis" in his write

There appear to be at'least four "L

ings. In the first period, he

supported conditional anarchisn
and political pluralism, endearing him to liberals; the seéond
pgried; he supported a non-Marxist democratic socialism; the
third periodqwasa general Marxist stage, and the fourth was

a "pink" phase in relation to Marxism.

The thread of consistency which runs through all the
forms of Laski's ideas is his dislike of the British
so-called "ruling clasd’, his anti~-traditionalism,

his deep historical peaaimi&m, discounting mutual
social trust, and his expectation of a time of violence
when reason would be s&lenced . . . he fell in with
deeply anti~rationalist beliefs in which farce plays
the decisive role.d

While in the United States, his books expounded plu-
ralist doctrines and criticized the omnicompetent state and
its power of sovereignty over all other social groups and

associations. Studies in the Problems of Sovereignty was

published in 1917, Authority in the Modern State in 1919, and

The Foundations of Sovereignty in 1921.

His most comprehensive treatment of political problems

A Grammar of Politics, was published in 1925. 1In it, he aban-

doned pluralism and argued for a non-Marxist dempcratic socialisn.

SGeorge Carlin, "Contemporary British Political Thought,"
The &m@rican Political Science Review, XLVI (September, 1u52),
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focus for Left wing opinion outsid ty,

; of the Left in the Labour Party."

| | hinwell commented, "A valuable propa-
gandist and writer.” Anothor, "Througl

vities (pre 1945), he ne '

our ‘s cause. "

He was sometimes--thou

gh by no means always--an effec

tive speaker in Labour Pz
Chairmanship of the Labour

riy constituency meetings. His

scutive Committee

Party National Ex

ay distinguished."”

lessor Robson felt that he was important for “inspir-
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his fighting sy |
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by the fact that I knew Laski
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with than Churchill's Government.l®l He found that many of
the Labour delegations that visited various members of Attlee's
Cabinet met with somewhat frigid recepﬁinnsglﬁg

Professor Epstein's judgment is in accord with Laski's
rather than &ttl&e*g in this matter. '

Often credence has been given to Labour's own claim

that its mass organization is the policy-maker. The

great merit in recent studies is to demonstrate the
similarity « . +» of the roles assigned by Conservatives
and by Labour to their external parties. In fact,
Labour's mass organization is only slightly less clearly
subordinate than is that of the Conservatives, 163

Potter, on th@_@th@r,hand, disagrees
with this view: |

The parliamentary group is allowed a great deal of
discretion in determining when and how to impdement the
decisions of the Party Conference, but basically the
M.P, is pledged to the decisions of the Conference, not
to the policies of the parliamentary group or leaders.
The purpose of the strict discipline of the Labour Party
+ «+ « is to ensure that no group of individuals, particu~-
larly the parliamentary leaders becomes more important
than "the movement" as a whole, 104

~ The ﬁan&h@Stetwfardigﬁﬁeaklg,mada the statement in

A Ny -

1949 that, "The Labour Party Conference has never yet opposed

a Labour @@varnmﬁnt on any important aspect of policy.165

16Yraski, Reflections on the Constitution, p. 130.

o A " A

1633’&1‘}‘ " e 82

(1956), 108.

16

:éﬁllen Dot ‘British Party Organization," Political

XVI (1951), 77.
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