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NATURE AND SCOPE OF THE STUDY

This study was made in an effort to determine some of the
social changes in Oklahoma City from 1889 to 1930. The manner of
the settlement of the city has been described and the origins of
its population given.

Samoles of the population of Oklahoma City were studied

4n regard to o and places of resid A

£roups were divided into two divisions: the working class and the
business class. All who earned their living largely by the use of
their hands were classed as workers. The others were called business
Deovle. The first sample studied was from the people living in the
@ity in 1903, the date of the earliest available city directory.
Other samoles of the vopulation were studied for the years 1910, 1920,
and 1930. An effort was made to discover whether the occuvations of
the Deople in Oklahoma City bore any relation to their place of resi-
dence and whether there was any noticable shift in the best residential
district as shown by the occuvations of the Deovle living in different
sections of the city in different years.

A study was made to see if there was any correlation between

the occuvation of the veople and their mobility.



The composition and characteristice of the vovulation of
Oklahoma City were studied in regard to race, séx, and nationality
for the years 1910 and 1930 to discover whether the povulation had
changed in these respects.

A comparison was made between the social attitudes of the
‘veople who lived in Oklahoma City in 1889 and 1930.

Histories, newspapers, city directories, and the United
States Oeneus revorts were the princival sources of the materiel.
Telephone directories and pamphlets from the Chamber of Commerce
were consulted for statistical data for the year 1930, Interviews
of reliable early day settlers furnished some facts. Some of the

material is the result of personal observations.



CHAPTER I
EARLY HISTORY OF OKLAFOMA CITY

The present site of Oklahoma City was part of the territory

set apart by Congress in 1834, under the name of Indian ferritory, as
the possession of the five southern tribes and the Quapaw Agency.l‘
In 1889 thie site was part of an unassigned tract in the center of the
Territory, March 2, 1889 Congress appropriated money to purchase
t1tle to this unassizned lend from the Seminole and Creek Indians.
Soon after the purchase, President Benjamin Harrison issued a proclam-
ation announcing that this land would be ovened to homestead settle-
ment at twelve ofclock noon, on April 22, 1889

On Sunday, April 21, 1889, on the present site of Oklahoma
City, seven tuildings stood along the Santa Fe Railroad in the bend
of the North Fork of the Canadian River. They were: the depot, sec-
t1on houge, postoffice building, a government building, the home of
the railroad agent, a boarding house, and en old stockade used by &
stage company for an office. On the high ground northeast of the de-
pot that morning were four companies of United States Infantry and a

« The Encyclopaedia Britamnica. Vol. 22, p. 60,
3. Statutes of the Unitod States 1885-89.



troop of Cavalry.

In the evening, the south bound train carried a crowd of eager
passengers. The guard at the depot prevented all but a few who eluded
them from coming on the forbidden ground. The soldiers were hers to
Preserve onder and enforce the regulations prescribed for the opening.

Monday, oril 22, 1889, was a perfect day. Not a breath of
air was stirring, Where Oklahoma City now stands was an unbroken prai-
rie, low and level in the loop of the North Cansdian River, but rising
and uneven to the morth. The land had been burned clean and in the
morning was covered with new spring grass and wild flowers. In the
evening all this was crushed by the hurrying feet of thousands of men,
the tramp of many horses' hoofs and the wheele of many vehicles. For
this was the day that Oklahoma City was born. In the morning it had
no inhabitants. In the evening 1t had a population of ten thousand
P'r-onuf.

At noon on Monday, the , the soldiers 13

ed at the Santa Fe depot to await the result of the signal which had
been given to the crowds outside the Oklahoma boundarys At fifteen
nimtes after moon the representatives of the Seminole Land and Town
Company stepped off the Santa Fe right of way and began laying off

lots on Main Strest. This was a corporation formed in Kansas before

3. Lutaer B, Hﬂl 4 History 9_. 3 L_.am f Oiclshoma, P
4. A. C, Sco ’".l'he Founding o Oity" W. F. Kerr u.nd Ina
ij, .

Gataos, Eae'Stozy of Gilaora GLtT, Yol. T, 3. 81



the opening. These parties and their followers were afterwards kmown

as the "Seminoles". At twenty mimites past twelve, tents dotted the

Fifteen miles away was the nearest
6.

country as far as one could see.

legitimate starting point. These men were evidently "sooners.
1t has been claimod the Seminole incorporators did some sur-

to have everything in such a condition, that

veying at night, so
they could seize the townsite instantly at 12 ofclock, on ADril twenty-
seconds

o land they intended to take, cornered at where Remo Avemue
now crosses the Santa Fo Railroad, and ran west in the middle of Beno
Avemue, one-half mile, to what is now Walker Street, then to a point
very mear what is now the corner of Tenth and Walker Streets and east
from that point to the Semta Fe track, and then down the track to the
place of beginning. The Santa Fe road does mot run due north from
Reno Avemie but bears a little to the east. The "Seminoles" ran their
east and west streets at right angles to the Sante Fe track which
caused all these streets to bear a little to the morth of & line run-
ning due east,

The "Seminoles'" survey located Main Streot where it now is,
and located a street south of Main Street which they named Clarke
Street, and two other streets south of that, and located Broadway,

Robinson, Harvey, and Hudson Streets where they now lie. They also

. Luther B. Hill, ov. cit., . 239.
6. Ibid., po. 217,218



located First to Seventh Streets as they now 1la.7'

At nineteen mimites past one o'clock there arrived after a
hard ride from the Canadian River to the southwest, a party of
Kansans who had conformed to the conditions of the run. — They were
mombers of the Oklahona Town Company, which had been formed at Colony,
Kansas, and was aftervards known as the "Colony Crowd". s soon as
they arrived, they proceeded to survey and lay out the government res-
ervation, east of the Santa Fe railroad, not knowing that it had been
Teserved for military purposes. When they were advised of this, the
whole company went back across the railroad and srected a large tent
on the spot recently occupied by the First National bank. They imme=
Qlately proclaimed an election for city orﬂceu.m

The first train arrived from Purcell, at 2:05 P, M. As som
as 1t crossed the river men began jumping from the windows. Each one
had a stake ready and the crowd ran in all directions to find a place
to drive stakes. One old lady drove her stake between the railroad
tles and was with difficulty convinced by the soldiers that the right

of vay was not open to settlement. It is said that twenty-five hun-

dred people came with this traine
By three ofclock the train arrived from the north with hun-

dreds of passengers. Then came trainload after trainload, by the

7. Ibids, P 240.

9. Ibid., p. 239,
"The Story of Oklahoma City", The Daily Oklahoman,

April 23, 1929,
11. Iuther B. Hill, op. cit., p. 218.



Santa ¥e from North and South. Every coach was filled and even the
roof of every car was packed with men. The whole country where Okla~
Toma City now stands was a mass of running, yelling men. All after-
noon men were driving stekes and setting up tents over the tomn site.
This wont on until Geven o'clock when the odor of coffee and the sound
of frying bacon announced the evening meals

At might this city of tents could be seen by the fitful camp-
fires and lanterns. There were tents as far as the eye could see,
some old and solled, but most of them new and very white. It looked
1like a fragil and temporary city, but these homes of canvass gave
thelr owners & permanent title to the soil. The tents wers soom re-
placed by wooden buildings and then by brick, stone, concrete, and
.cuex.lz'

"The night was cold and clear and 6,000 people were without
shelter. New York and Georzia were bed-mates that night., Ohio and
California rested upon each other's bosom. Michigen and Arkansas
walked am in am the livelong night to keep their blood in circula-
tion. Texas and Missouri were as loving eisters.’

More than two hundred more arrived Monday might. Tuesday
B ok Wisol by #aveary. aucix. FEhines b eat mere) 1uigreat demand.

Iunch counter omners reaped a rich reward.

e tr= Tt of Ol City", W. F. Kerr and Ina
Gainer, op. cit., Vol.I, p. 65

13, Kerr and Gainer, op. eit., Vol.II, p.691s

14, Ibid.



On the day following the opening of Oklahoma, a gambler from
Chicago took possession of the only pump in town and sold water at
five cents & drink. He sat near the pum and was armed with & revolver.
He collected the money and had & man pump the water. There were over
12,000 people camped on the site of Oklahoma City at that time and bee
sides this pump there wers only two other places where water could be
bad - one & well with a bucket where there was but little water, and
the other at the railrcad tank, and here the supply was limited.

The people were suffering for water and appealed to Captain
Stiles to remove this man, saying if he did not do so they would hang
him. Oaptain Stiles found that the gambler had no right to the pump or
water, so he at once removed him and placed a guard over the pwmp with
orders to allow each person to have one bucket of water

The second morning operations were remewed with vigor. Some
hastily thrown together wooden shacks begen to appear. People began to
wonder where they were getting with all the struggle. Everyome wanted
lots but the town was mot laid out in lots. Bvery stake represented a
gemble. It might be on a lot, or prove to be in & street or an alley
when 1ots should be established. About noon a emall group of men stran-
gers to each other decided the only way toward a solution of the confu-
sion was to call & mass meeting., Half a dozen boys were given bells and
placed on ponies and told to ride all over the tomn-site calling the

pecple together to a meeting at two ofclock in the afternooms

16, Ibid., Vol. I., p.97.



Everyone cames

day afternoon.

This meeting raged for three hours on that Tues-

A4 large box served as a platform for the chaimman and

2 emaller one for the secretary. It was finally decided to elect a com-

mittee of fourteen men with vover to divide the townsite into lots,

streets, and alleys. The manner of this election was unigue. All were
strangers to each other, When the firet man wae nominated there was a

ory of "Let's see him". He was then hurried through the crowd and pulled

and boosted to the boxes where the chairman and secretary stood. This
proceeding was carried out with each man placed in nomination. If the
cromd 14ked his looks they voted for him, if mot, they voted againmst

him. The chairman had to decide which side won by the strength of the

roars for or against the candidate. There was one other qualification

besides loaks for the members of this committes, and thet was that no
two men should have come from the same state. So the Committee of Four~

teen ropresented fourteen states of the Union.

The Committee mot that night in a large tent, which was flapped
by the April breeze and lighted by lanterns and torches. They worked

antil far past midnight, appointing a surveyor, Who with his party would
measure off the lots, streets, and alleys. They also appointed a sub-
comnittes of five to follow the surveyor and settle the disputes of the

contesting claimants to the lots as to who legally got there first.

16, Ibid., p. 66,
17. Ibid., p. 69.
18. Ibid., P. 70.
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Mein Street by night had many houses completed and in the
course of construction, Each train brought mmerous new citizens from
all parts of the country. Ten thousand veovle camwed by the second
night. In the bend of the river people swammed and cemp fires glitter-
.

About ten o'clock Tuesday night a man in camp down by the
river missed ons of his mules. He told his meighbors of his loss and
went into the woods to unt the stray animal. A friend of the animal's
omner found the mile shortly aftervards. This man had a deep and strong
voice. He called out, "Ohl Joel Here's your mile". It was a very quiet
night and the shout was heard for a long distance. One after another
relayed the message and in less than three mimtes 10,000 men were con=
testing with each other to see who could yell the loudest, "Ohl Joel
Here's your milel". It was the mightiest shout ever heard in the valley
of the North Canadien and was keot up until the soldiers on the two hillg
over a half a mile avay heard and joined the general Yot

Wedneaday morning the surveyors started at the govermment cor
nor on the Reno line near the Santa Fe track, end ran directly west on
what 1s now Reno Avemie end established that street and named it Reno
Aveme.

s soon as the lots were marked off, the sub-committee begen
to work, passing from lot to lot hearing the evidence and deciding the

cages of the parties contesting for the lots.

Ibid. Vol. II, D 693.
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An immense crowd accompenied this committee, so that the press
of the throng becams so great that three long boards were nailed together
forming a triangle, within which the committee were protected from the

crowd. This triangle was carried along by the imner circle of spectators

and enabled the tribunal to move more comfortably on its way.

The Oitizen's survey located their morth and south strests at
the points where the streets now run morth from Reno Avenue and laid out
California Aveme and Grand Avemis rumning straight east and west. The
streets running north and south did not Quite meet the streets fixed by
the Seminole survey, and Clark Street of the Seminole survey was fifty
feet north of Grand Avemue, The Citizen's survey destroyed Clarke
Street and established Grand Avemues

It was evident if this survey contimed, Main Street would be
moved fifty feet south and Broadway where it crossed Main Street would
Do moved west about half its width, as would all the other north and
south streets, This would deprive all who had settled according to the
Seminole survey of their lots and improvements,

A mass meeting was called Saturday morning similar to the one
of the previous Tuesday. This meeting was not so tumultuous but more
intense, There were two factions, one who wanted to abide by the Sem-

inole survey; the other favordd the Citizen's survey of the committee

of fourteen. Each side chose five men. These ten went to work to

A. C. Scott, "The Story of Oklahoma City", The Daily Oklshomsn,
pril 27, 1929,
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effect a compromise. A civil engineer was called in to help mske an
2djustment.

It vas finally agreed to let the Citizen's survey stand from
Reno Avemie up to and including Grand Avemie and the Seminole survey
o stand on Main Street and all streets north of Main. The jogs in the
north and south streets wers placed at Grand Avemie. Since Grand
Avenue was fifty feet farther south than Clarke Avemue had been, the
distance between Main Street and Grand Avemue was greater than the
length of two lots and an alley. As Grand ran directly east and west
and Main Street aid not run straight west but bore a little to the
north, the distance between Main Street and Grand Avemue widened as it
rent west,

In order to provide all lots fronting on Grand Avemue and Main
Streot with an alley at their back, two alleys were put between these
two streets and the space left was divided into lots fronting on the
north and south streets, two marrow lots at the east end of the town
and three wide lots at the west end of town.

Since the east and west strests of the Seminole survey do mot
Tun directly east and west and since all new additions to Oklahoma City
40 hove thelr east and west strests ran directly east and west, there
is & bend in each of these streets at the east and west lines of the
old city plat.

As only three hundred and twenty acres could be taken for one

21, B111, op. eit., D, 242,
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townsite, and as there were so many peovle here, a crowd composed
largely of people from Texas organized what was known as South Okla-
homa. This was platted immediately south of Remo Avemue with east and
west streets directly east and west, and hemce thers are mo bends in
these streets when extended through additions. The north and scuth
streets did mot meet the morta and south streets of tne Citizen's sur-
vey, and hence there are jogs on Reno Avemue where these streets meot.

4 man by the name of Dale owned forty acres between Park Place
and Thirteenth Street. Since the Santa Fs Railroad does not run due
north and south, the distance between the railroad and Broadway kept
getting greater the farther north it ran, At Park Place the distance
was greater than a block but not large enough for two blocks, so Mr.
Date bent Broadway to the west and placed a street called Dale Avemue
‘botween Broadway and the railroad. The men that owned the land morth
of Mr. Dale's land bent Broadway back again where it would have been if
Mr. Dale had not changed its direction, hence a jog also on Thirteenth
and srouamy.%

These, of course, were later additions. The Oklahoma City of
that first week extended from the Santa Pe Railroad on the east to Wall-
er Avems on the west, and from Reno Avemue on the south to Eighth

Street on the north.

At the close of a week of intense activity, Main Street and

Broadway were clearly defined, and shacks were being put up in great

22. Tbid, p. 243,
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haste. There was an incessant sound of hamer and sew. Several wells
were sunk. One was at the intersection of Main and Broadway, where
water was sold at a nickel a G‘\XP.”‘

The first Sunday was a beautiful day. Everyons began to feel
that the townsite troubles were settled. While some building was con-
timed, there were church services in at least two places. & At the
well near Main and Broadway a Presbyterian service was conducted before
& large cromd, and about three blocks north vas a Mthodist Church
South Sunday School. In the afternoon many people rode or walked out

into "the country”, which was as far as Sixteenth Street is today.

23, Scott, op. cit., April 29, 1929,
24, Tbid.
25, Ibid,



CHAPTER 1I.
INCREASING URBANIZATION,

The Oklahoma Gazette was the first daily paper published in

The first issue was dated May 21, 1889, It conteined

Oclahoma ity was really

Oclahoma City.
a description of Oklahoma City at that time.
tmo cities at first with Reno Avemue as the dividing line, The north-
ern city wes called Oklahome and the southern city was callsd South

Oklahoma. Fach city had 320 acres. South Oklahoma lay wholly on the

bottom land which sloped toward the river, but its nearest lines were
half a mile away from the Canadian River banks. The southern half of
Olahona lay on bottom land but ite northern half was on the hill sides
that rose gradually until they reached a height of seventy-five to one
undred feet. Then the land rolled away into a fine upland prairie.
The river was skirted with a heavy belt of timber which was usually a
about half a mile wide, but there were no trees in either town site.
(" stnce Oklahoma City lay in a bend of the Canadian River, the
trees formed a semicticle around the city and afforded a bemutiful

view to those on the low hills. The scene was not so peacefnl as

this description sounds because the din of hammer and saw made it

seem a veritablo battle-field, The buildings were Counted the Saturday
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morning before this paper went to press and the grand total was found
%o be 949, Many of them were small but 40 percent of them were good
substantial structares. There were 519 buildings on the six primcipal
streets, 121 buildings in the business part of the city and 308 in the
strictly residential part. Oklahoma City, although not quite a month
old, had a population of 5,000 people and a prospact of three times
that mumber when the men brought their families. It had 10 miles of
streets and avemmes, two of which were being graded, and almost 1,000
houses.

The Oklahoma Gazette of May 22, 1889 gave a description of
Reno Avemie and listed its buildings. Commoncing at the east there
was a lumber company whose owner came from Kansas Clty. Next to it
was another lumber company whose owner was from Indian Territory. At
the corner of Reno and Broadway there was a drug stors whose omner
came from Eansas. At the store was & physician from Wichita, Kansas.
Across the strest was a dealer in pumps who made a specialty of bored
wells. Then there was a theatre building 20 feet by 60 feet whose
owhers were from Texas. A boarding house, real estate office, black=
smith shop and restaurant were locabed in this block. At the comer
of Robinson and Reno Avemue was another blacksmith shop. Next to 1t
was a real estate office, then livery stable 25 feet by 30 feet and
well stocked, and a hotel 30 feet by 20 fest. After these were three

‘business establishments; a blacksmith shop, real estate office, and

ary goods store 20 feet by 40 feet, whose owners were from Kansas.

Next was a meat market, a doctor from Kansas, a real estate firm from
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Kansas, a grocery with owner from Texas and another grocery whose

owner was from the Choctaw Nation. These were followed by a grain

company from Texas and & hardware store whose omner was from Texas.
The Oklshema Gazette of Thursday May 23, 1889 described

It was the first street staked and as no con

It had

California Avemue.
flicting interests changed its lines, 1t had grown steadily.

the first hotel, the first restaurant and the first brick block. At

the east end of the street was the Santa Fe depot. The devot was
25 feot by 60 feet and small for the rapidly growing town.

Oklahoma City had 43 lawyers, 37 doctors, and 29 surveyors
and engineers. The paper listed the business firms in the order in
which the buildinss were located on the street and gave the states

from which the omers came.
On California Avemie there wers two surveyors, five attorneys,

three barber shops, two bakeries, a club and basaar, three genersl
stores, three real estate firms, three restaurants, a lunch counter, a
Clothing house, a dry goods stors, a confectionery and cigar store, a
grocery and boots and shoes store, a grocery and feed store, six

drug stores, three hardware stores, an iron vorks end roofing firm,
five grocery stores, a lightning rod man, a brick yard, e confection-
ery, two doctors, a lumber compeny, & meat market, a "bath house where
a man can get a first class bath in a gemuine bath tud", a furniture
store, a flour and feed store, a Daint shop, a contractor and builder's

4, a shoemaker, and a livery stable.
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The owners of 17 of the different places of business came
from Texas. Kansas was represented by 14 establishments. Illinois
had five owners of businesees, Colorado one, Kentucky four, Purcell
two, Missouri five, and California omes

On May 27, 1889, Grand Avenue business firms were published.
They consisted of a harnese shop, a boot and shoemsker, two barber
shops, a grocery, meat market, lumber company, hardware store, real
estate fim, and sign writer. Three proprietors came from Texas,
three from Kansas, two from T1linois, ome from Missouri, and one from
Colorado.

On Yay 29, 30, and 31, 1889, Main Street was described and
1te businees fims listed and native states of the owners givem. Ten-
nessee, Washington, D. C., Indiana, Iowa, Arkansas, Ohlo, Nebracka, and
Alaska were added to the places that had already been named.

On June 1 and 3, 1389, First Strect was included among the
streets described. This street had business men from New Mexico and
Minnesota in addition to men from the states already named. The pro-
prietors of the business intersste named ceme from 19 different states
or territories,

The Oklahoma Gagette on June 4, 1889 dsscribed Santa Fe Street
and Alley. The street ran parallel with tho railroad right of way from
Grand Avenue and California Street and extended from Senta Fe to Brosd-

way. Tt was filled with lodging houses and restaurants, and contained

most of the gambling houses. Besides some business companies this

street had a shooting gallery and a stoge company which semt stage
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coaches from Oklahoma City to Fort Reno by way of Frisco and other
towns.
The Oklahoma Gazette of June 5, 1389 gave a summary of what

Oklahoma City contained when it was just 42 days old and when there
had been just six weeks from bare prairie to a complete city. There
were in Oklahoma City about 280 different business establishments,
These consisted of 24 groceries, 18 drug stores, 15 dry goods stores,
13 hardware stores, seven flour and feed stores, nime hotels, five
bakeries, 31 restaurants, two ice cream parlors, 12 barber shops, 15

nfectionery, frait and vegetable stores, 11 meat markets, two pump
and hose houses, three well boring and drilling establishments, seven
Tlackemith shops, one stone cutting business, seven brick yards, 27
lumber yards, four banks, nine paint shops, 34 painters, three tin
shops, two furniture stores, two undertakers, one mews stand, one ten
cent store, two wall paper stores, one paint manufacturer, three dress-
makers, 27 surveyors and engineers, 29 real estate firms with 46 mem-
bers, 23 law firms with 42 members, thres shoemslers, two lightning
rod men, two ice men, six milkmen, two auctioneers, some questionable
Tesorts but no saloons, 25 medical firms and 43 doctors in them, two
daily and three weekly newepapers, and one job office with 27 persons
engaged in the busines

In exactly ten days from this report the newspaper gave a

similar revised account of business. In this time it was shown that

the groceries had increased 33 per cent, the drug stores 22 per cont,
the ary goods stores 86 per cent, the hardmare stores 53 per cent, the
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flour and feed stores 56 per cent. There was one more hotel, two more
bakeries, six more restaurants, five more ice cream perlors, two more
‘arber shops, six more confectionery and fruit stores, four more meat
markets, two more well boring and drilling establishments, two more
blacksnith shops, four more tin shobs, thres more furniture stores,
two move news stands, two more dresemakers, one more real estate man,
one more auctioneer, and four more doctors. In addition at the end'of
seven weeks of city growth there were 11 laundries, three billiard
halls, two gun shops, two dentists, 175 comtractors, carpenters, and
wood workers, 57 drays, buses, and express wagons, one coal dealer,
one dealer in lime, four misic teachers, three teachers of painting,
three photograph galleries, two theatres, four organized church soc-
ieties, one private school, a board of trade, and one fire company.

On June 17, 1889 the Oklahoma Gazette published a census.
Within the city limits were found 736 children, 721 women, and 2,681
men. Just outside the city limits were 327 settlers and 600 soldiers.
There were 419 transients in town that day. The papers estimated
about 439 had been omitted in thie census. This made a total of 5,823
People that day in Oklahoma City and its immediate neighborhood.

Reporters counted 1131 frame houses and 472 homes part canvas,
and tents. Tis made 1,603 homes occupled in 1889, By 1910 the num-
Der of dwellings was 11,516,

In 1890 the yield of cotton was found to be dependable and




21

} In 1892 it was claimed that Oklshoma City had 8,000 people. A Texas
‘ newspaver complimented the city on having Va brick jail, a grist mill,
an ice factory end several churches' " me city's first water

. system was comoleted in 1893. v A milling company was organized in
) 1894 which erected the first large mamifactory of flour in the i

In 1895 the Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf Railroed into Oklahoma City wes
comleted. Thia was aftervard called the Rock Island,  and gave
Oklahoma City its second railroed, the Santa Fe having been built be-
fore the opening. In this same year two large school buildings were
comploted. The mumber of children enrolled in the school at this time
was 800.  The land east of the Santa Fe tracks that hed beon occupied

by the United States soldiers wes-added to Oklahoma City and knomn as

Maywood Additions
wrur A large cotton compress and 150-barrel flour mill and 100,000

grain elevator were erected in 1897.  In 1898 the Frisco Rail-

third railroed to enter the city. This was one of
t acquisitions of the city and helped it to become the
e of the public library at its present
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Yocation was selected in 1899,'%" Tno first paving vas provided for in
1900, Main Street, Grand Avemse and First Street were paved betesn
Santa Fe S¢reet and Harvey Avemie. Brosdway and Robinson Averme were
paved between California Street and the right of way of the Choctaw Rail-
o

The chief events of 1902 were the installing of & system of
trolley cars, and the sslection of a site for Fpworth University.

Four miles of street car tracks were lald and cperated the first year.l?
In this same year the city added two parks, Wheeler Park along the
north side of the Canadtan River,'> and Delmar Garden, the leeding
public amenent place of the city for severel years.'®" In 1908 tne
Progent site of the county court house and jail was purchased, "

In the Oklahoma City directory for 1903 and 1904 there was &
sumary of the principal establishments at that time. The three news-
pepers of 1889 had increased to 22 by 1903. In place of the four or-
ganized church societies there were 27 chmrches. Orlahoma City had
Tpworth University, State Mlitary Institute, and seven school houses
with 85 tachers istead of one private schocl of 1889, The 10 hotels
of June 15, 1889 had more than doubled, totaling 22 but the restanrantss

had decreased from 37 to 30. Oklahoma City in 1903 had 66 wholesale

10. Ibid., p. 205.
11. Ibid., p. 217.
12, TIbid., p. 229,
13, Ibid., p. 237,
14, Ibid., . 254,
15, TIbid., D. 247.
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Thouses, one packing house, 18 lumber yards, two hospitals, three san-
itartuns, four machine shobs, two foundries, three vlaning mills, two
sash and door factories, one cracker factory, two candy factories,
three flouring mills, five elefators, ome cotton compress, one cobton
oil mill, two gas plants, one electric light plant, four ice plents,
two soap factories, two breweries, one broom factory, one proprietary
medicine factory, one summer garden, one vitrified brick works, two
pressed brick vorks, one public library and more than 20 other man-
ufacturing esteblishments, Oklahoma City was a division point for two
railroads and had eight bauks.

In 1905 the Pioneer Teledhone Company bought the lots where
the present telephone building stands. On October 5, 1907, the first
State Fair opened its gates. Ten thousand persons attended.  On
this same date the Chamber of Commerce amnounced that 866 buildinzs
had been erected in the city within a year.“- Twenty-two additions
%o the city, having a totel population of ebout 3,000 were brought
within the oity limits in 1908. At this time Oklahoma City had
£42ty-eight miles of paved streets.  In 1909 Oklehoma City got its
first Paccing m;nc.m'

By 1910 the mumber of business enterprises had become too

mmerous to list and some one was engaged in Dractically all the

16. Ibid., D. 290.
17. Ibid., D. 294,
18, Ibid., D. 307.
19, Ibid., p. 310.
20. Ibid., o, 313,



24

different occupations listed by the United States Census. The Second
1,

Packing Plant came to the city this year,  and the capital of the
22,

state was acquired.

21, Ibid., D, 329,
2:

38,

1.,



CHAPTER III
OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION AND
RESIDENTIAL ESVIRORMENT

Most cities tend to follow a definite pattern. In the cen-

tor is the business district. Next to this is a zome that is deter-

forating as a vlace of residence, beceuse it is being invaded by
iness. Beyond the transitionsl ares are the homes of the workers

i to be close to their work. The strictly residential seo-

and of Middletomn. A study of

» to see 1f there was any sogregation
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was of the year 1903, that year was selected for study firet. Tien the
years 1910, 1920, and 1930 vere chosen as Deriods far enough avart to
show tendencies.
1. In1903.

The directory for 1903 showed the population of the city to be
25,585, The first 1,000 nanes in thts directory contained sll the
Baople whose names begin with & and B, and vart of those begimning with
C. Among these peovle there were about two hundred ways of earning &
1iving. It would be impossible to designate all these sevarate occupa-
tions on a map of the city. To use a different color on the msp to show
occupations as divided by the United States Census was also confusing

as eight colors would be needed for the following divisions of occupa-

tions and mochanical .
tion; trade, public service, professional service, domestic and personal
service, and clerical occurations. This division also left out a large
group that gave Mlabor! as their occuvation and a smaller growp that

called themsslves "capitalists. The classification was uneatisfactory

in another way, as for example in and
the owner of the factory and his humblest worker would be classed to-
gether while their social life and home enviromment would dowbtless be
very different, The Dresident of the railroad and the drayman would each
e earning his living by transportetion, but the social distance between

then would e very great.

6. Oxlahoma City Directory, 1903-4.
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6
In "Mddletom!, the Deople were divided into two grouvs

working class and business class. This is a significant division.

People in their social activities in the main divide themselved accord-

ing to these groupings. The working classes malke their living largely

by means of material tools. They work with their hands and work with
things and make things. The business classes address their activities
0 persons and work with their tonguss. They sell or promote things
and ideas. The architects, surgeons and chemists are placed with the
business clags because all their other activities would place them with
thie clase. Professional workers also are here placed with the business
class.

On the accompanying map of Oklehoma City the residences of the
workers are shown by green dots, the Lusiness class's homes by purple
dots, and the Negro is located by red dots. An examination of this map
will show that the majority of the Negroes are living along the rail-
road tracks. In fact, about four-fifths of the Negroes studied lived
within a block of the tracks. The Negroes in the northwestern part of
the city, shown on the map, were in the 400 block West Fourteenth, the
1200 block North Robinson, the 1100 block on Dale, and the 100 block
West Sixth Street. They gave their occuvations as "domestics" so they
were evidently living,in the servant's quarters of their white emoloy-
ers.

The large mumber of purple dots in the northern pert of the

6. Lynd and Lynd, Middletomn, De 22,
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city shomed s tendency for the business people to choose this loca

tion for their homes. The majority of green dots are shown south of

Grand Avenue, where the working class lived. There were about twice
as many workers as business people. Among the thousand studied were
nearly 100 Negroes.

If Second Strest is taken as a dividing line betweon bhe
northern and the southern part of the city, 1t will be fouwnd that a-
bout two-thirds of the business people lived north of Second Street
and more than two-thirds of the workers 1ived south of Second Street.
1If Fitth Street is used as a southern boundary and the vert of the
city lying between this and Sixteenth Strest on the morth, and from
the Santa Fe railroad on the cast o the 700 block on the west is
studied, 1t will be found to contain exactly thres times as many busi-
ness Deople as workers. In considering the people living south of
Grand Avems, thers were found to be three times as many workers as
‘business people in this location. Bast of the Santa Fe from Fifth
StPeot to the city limits there were about twice as many business
people as workers. From Second Street on the north to Grand Avemue
on the south, over twice as many workers lived as business peoples

Oklahoma City, although a new area, shoved sove arrangement

in stratification like the pattern of older commmities and quite a

marked tendency toward groupings of workers and business people in
‘separate localities.

ple studied, the occupation given most fre-

-two. le were earning their living
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in this way. "Salesman' and "saleslady" ranked second with sixty-seven

following this with sixt, ranked third.

Included in this group were also "contractors" and "builder:

Wcarriage maker! and two "cabinet mekerst. Fifty-eleht peovle gove as
their occupation "labor', which probably meens mnekilled work and may-
e no steady job. Thirteen people listed saloom as their occupstion,
and eight said they were bartenders. One was a "bottler for a Brewing
Co.", and some were drivers for Brewing Companies. These at that time
were legal occupations. Onme person gave "fisherman' as his occupation,
though 1t 1s doubtful whether he could eern his living that way.
There vere three "horsehoers', five "harness makers", and two "livery
stable ownersh among the one thousand peovles
2. In1910.
s

.In1910, the occupations of the men and women in Oklehoma

City were divided into 197 different classifications. 4 sample of the

firet one thousand names in the city directory of Oklshoma City for

1910.  snoed 155 aifferent ons.

people gave their occupations for the city directory s "levor', while
the United States Census divided the laborers up into a mmber of dif-
Serent classifications according to the kind of lebor in wrich the
Derson was engaged. In other words the sample of the population re-

oresented nearly all the different occupations of tae city except those

Thizteontn Gepme of the United States, 1910, Vol. IV., Table IV.,
. 256 and D, 2
8. Hoffine Directury Co., Compilers, Oklahoma City Directory,1910.
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in which only a very few people were employed.

About ten per cent of the povulation of Oklahoma City in 1910
mas Negro. The first one thousand names from the directory shomed ex-
actly eight per cent Negroes, indicating that a fewer mumber of the
Negroes' names began with A and B in proportion to the white peopls
whose names commenced with these letters.

There were two and one-fourth times as many woricing as busi-
ness class peovle in Oklahoma City in 1910. According to the city dir-
ectory, there were 32 in the business claes to 68 workers, in every one
Tundred employed, showing that the composition of the sample very nmear-
1y conformed to the pattern of the emtire city. IN'"Middletown!, there
were "2 1/2 timee as many in the working class as in the business class =
7 1n each 100 as agatnst 29%.%"

6n the accompanying map of Oklahoma City for 1910, the homes
of the Negroes are shown by a red dot, the workers' homes by a green

dot, and the homes of the business class by a purple dot. As in 1903,

the 1910 map shows Negroes living in servants! quarters cmong their
white employers, and in homes of their own along the railroad tracks.|
In 1910, however, the Negroes showed a concentration of the east side
of the city, forth and south of the River. In fact, almost half, or
%o be exact, 35 out of 80 of the Negro homes were in the east side in
1910.

9. Lynd and Iynd, op. cit.
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Of the 321 members of the business class studied, 264 lived

north of Main Street. In other words over 82 per cent of the business

Deople lived in the morth part of the city.
The center of the working class area was Third Street, waile

the center of the business class area was Eignth Street. This showed

the tendency of the worker to live closer to his work than the busi-

ness msn. First Street had three times as many vorkers as business
people, Twelfth Street, on the other hand, had over three times as

many business people as workers. Second Street had eix times es many
workers as business people. Fourteenth Street, Eighteenth Strect,

Twentieth Street, and Twenty-second Street had no workers, Twenty-one
per cent of the workers lived north of Pighth Strest as contrasted with

£1fty per cent of the business pecple. Over four times as many workers

28 business:peovle lived south of First Street.

The United States Census for 1910'%* shomed & total of 11,516

dwellings and 13,565 families, or about 85 per cent as many dwellings

as families in Oklahoma Oity. Ward Seven showed the highest per cent

of dawellings in proportion to families, with & little over 92 per cont

as many homes as families. Ward One showed the smallest per cent of

awellings, having only a little over 7L ver cemt as many homes as
families, and Ward Two had a little over 74 per cont as many homes as

families. The other Wards were close to the city average. This showed

10. The United States Census, op. cit., Vol. III, p. 483, Table V.
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2 tendency of the morthern part of the city to be the location for
apartment houses and duplexes. The extreme southern part of the city,
which included the small town of Capitol Eill that was taken into the
city in 1910, showed the largest per cent of single dwellings.

Tho occupetion that occurred most frequently in the 1910 dir-
ectory was "cleri, Over one hundred, or more than one tenth of the
people studied, earned their living in this vay. This did not include
those classified as "salesmen" or "saleslady®, or "bank clerks', "rail~
road clerks", "mail clerks", "telephone or telegraph clerks", Laborers
composed the next largest group. Ninsty-five or nearly one temth of
the total mumber studled were so classified. Fifty-six were carpenters
and thirteen were contractors and bullders or cabinet makers.

and one "hostler" were

Two blacksmiths, two harness maker:
1isted as 1ats as 1910, Since Cklehoma City st that time had a tell
team and belonged to o ball league, two of the sample studied were ball

players. One actor's name began with & or B. Oklehoma City at that
time had a stock compeny which gave a different vley in its theatre
cach week. One contrast is found between the occupations given in 1903
and those given in 1810, There was no one who gave saloon, bartender,
or working for a brewing Company. Oklahoma had become a state since
1903 with prohibition as one of the conditions of statehood.

3. 1In 1920,

The firet 1000 names were studied in the 1920 Cklahoma Oity
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dtrectory.'>" One hundred four Negross were among those imvestigateds
Sixty-eight of these Negroes lived east of the Santa Fe tracks. Twenty:
four lived south-west of Bemo and Santa Fe. Twenty lived in the nmorth
western part of the city. These in the northwestern part were probably
1iving in servant's quarters as Negroes do not own homes in that part
of the city. The majority of the Negroes were living on the east side
of Oklahoma City in 1920 as in 1910, but in 1920 they sesn less scatter-
od than in 1910, as shown by the accompanying mape

The concentration of the workere around the business district
and in the southern part of Oklahoma City is shown to & very marked de-
gres on the map. The tendency of the busimess people to live in the
northern part of the ity in 1920 is indicated plainly on the mep. The
green dots represent the workers, and the purple dots the business
people. Wine times as many workers as business people lived south of
Reno, Four times es many business pecple as workers lived north of
Denth Strest. Almost twice as many workers as business people lived be-
tween Tenth Street and Reno Avemie.

4. In 1930.

The first 1,000 nemes from the city divectory for 1930 were
studled, Tt was found that about 80 per cent of the tusinese people
1ived north of Tenth Street. Forty per cent of the workers lived south

of Reno. lUore than three-fourths of the workers, in contrast to only

11. R. I. Polk and Co. Oklahoma City Directory for the year commenc-
ing Mareh 1, 1920,
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one-£ifth of the business peovle lived south of Tenth Street.

The Oklahoma City directory for 1950"%* a1 not designate
the whites and Negroes so the Negroes could not be located on the
accompanying map. Their locations are very mich the same as in 1920,

As in the earlier.maps the vorkers are shown by green dots
and the purple dots locate the business people. lMany of the green
dots east of Sants Fe and between Tenth and Reno probably represent
Negroes. A mumber of the green dots north of Tenth Street may be
Negroes as the addresses given in the directory often designated the
Tear of the lots and the occupations given were cook, porter, chauffeur,
and labdorer.

These studies indicate that Oklahoma City has contimued to con-
form to the general pattern of cities with more workere living close to
the business area. Also the tendency of people to live in isolated
communities according to the type of work they engage in, is shown to

hold true of Oklahoma City.

12, Polk's Oklshoma City, Oklahoma Directory,1930.
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CHAPTER 1V.
CHANGES IN RESIDENTIAL ENVIRONMENT

A study was made to determine whether thers was any correla-
tion between occupation and change of enviromment. Also an offort was
made to find out if more of tho people who were living close to the
‘business district in 1903 moved by 1910, than those that lived farther
out in 1903

Five hundred and forty pecple whose names began with one of
the first three letters of the alphabet and were in the 1903 city dir-
ectory were also living in the city in 1910. Eignty-eight of these
540 people had not moved in the seven years or at least were living
at the same place in 1910 that they were in 1903, Thirteen of the
elghty-olent had changed occupetions, eight were widows, eight more
gave mo occupation in either 1903 or 1910. Four gave an occupation in
1903 but none in 1910. About twenty per cent of those that did mot
move d1d not give an occupations

The center of the area of those that did mot move was Fourth
Street. The cemter of the residential district in 1303 for those that
had moved by 1910 was Second Strest. This shows that those that did mot

move 1ived on the average in 1903 farther north then those that moved.
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In other words more of those that already lived farther away from the
business district in 1903 and in a more desirable location tended to
stay where they were, while more of those that lived in the undesir-
ble locations in 1908, moved before 1910.

Ninety out of the 452 that had moved between 1903 and 1910
had also changed occupations, twelve were widows, and seventeen gave
no occupation. While nine per cent of the peoole that had not moved
were widows, only a little over two and one half per cent of the pop-
ulation that moved were widows. A 1little more than three and one half
per cent among those that moved gave no occupation in contrast to nine

cent anong thase that had not moved.

ﬁ center of the mhuan u 170kC thost ibat ad moved
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had changed occupations. This seems to show that the immobile part of
the populetion had a tendency to be more conservative than the mobile

pert, The immobile part contained more widows end unemployed.

There seemed to be about es meny businese veople as working

people among those that moved. Among those that did not move there

were more business peovle than working people. This whole sample
studied contained a greater proportion of business peovle to woricers
than the unselected semples studied in both 1303 and 1910, and the en-

tire population es snown by the 1910 United States Census. This shoms

that a greater mumber of workers in Provortion to business people left

Oklahoma City between the years 1903 and 1910, To have kept the mumber

of workers in proportion to business people found in the 1910 population,
a greater per cent of workers in Drovortion to business Deople mist have
moved into Oklehoma City during these seven years. As a greater mumler

of business people did not move in the city during these seven years

1t shows a tendency for business people to be less mobile than workers.



CHAPTER V.

am OF THE

From 1890 to 1900, Oklahoma City hed increased im popula~
tion over 140 per cent, wWhile from 1900 to 1810 1t had increased al-
most 540 per cent. This was the period of the greatest per cent of
increase in the population. From 1910 to 1920 Oklahoma City increas-
od in population only 42 per cent, While from 1920 to 1330 it increas-
od 105 por cent.  In 1910 Ward One had 11 per cent of the tofal poo-
ulation, Ward Two had 13 per cent, Ward Three had 18 per cent, Ward
Four had 10 per cent, Ward Five had 15 per cent, and Ward Bight had
e1ght per cent of the total povulation of Oclahoma City. Ward Turee
was the most densely settled and Ward Eight the most thinly sottled,
whille the other wards in order of density of population were Ward

six, Ward Seven, Ward Two, Ward Five, Ward One, and Ward Four. " By
1930 the wards had been reduced to four so it was lmpossible to com-.

pare population density by werds for 1910 and 1930,
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of the povulation and the whites 87.7 ver cent. In 1910 only 10.2 ver
cent of the popalation was Negro, 89.6 por cent was wiite, 0.07 per cent
was Indien, 0.1 per cent was Chirese, and 0.02 ver cent was Jnunass.
Study of the pulation by race in 1930 showed some changed since 1910.
TNegroes comprised only 7.9 ver cent of the population, Indians had in-
creased to 0.3 per cent and Chinese had decreased to 0.06 ver cent of
the total population, The mumber of Chinese had really increased since
1910. The Jepanese per cent of the population had decreased to only
0,008 per cent. Only a little over half as many Japanese lived in Okla-
homa City in 1930 as lived there in 1910, The Der cent of the white
Dopulation has tncreased to 9L.2 per cent.

The percentage of native whites of mative varentage had in-
creased about five per cent in the ten year period from 1900 to 1910.
Altough the foreign-born whites in 1910 comprised only five per cent of
the total population, twenty different countries were represented. By
1830 the forelgn-born whites comprised only 1.7 per cent of the povula-
tion, yot twenty-two different native countries were named. and 210
foreign-born came from other unnamed cuuntries.“ The native waite of
foreign or mixed parentage made up 10 per cent of the population of Oklew
homa City in 1910, and six per cent of the population in 1930, Eighteen

different countries in 1910 and twenty-two countries in 1930 were given

3. Ibid. v. 480, Table II.

4. Fifteenth Census of United States Population Bulletin. Second Series,
v. 37. Table 17,

5. Ibd., p. 34, Table 15,
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a8 Dirth places of those parents both of whom ceme from the same country.
In 1930 275 varents came from other wnnemed countries.  Five mundred
#1£ty six were living in Oklshoma City in 1910 whose parents came from
aifferent countries.

Tigare V. shows the relative mumber of the foreign-born waite
population of Oklehoma City for 1910. ost of the foreign population
came from Germany while the fewest came from Wales. Those coming from
Northern Eurcpe were in the majority, comprising 50 ver cent of the
foreign vovulation.

Figure VI. shows the relative mumber of the foreign-born waite
population of Oklahoma City for 1930. In 1950, those coming from morthern
Burope comprised over 50 per cent of the foreign population although
there were really fewer pecvle in OKlahoma City from northern Burove in
1930 than 1n 1910, In fact the total foreign povulation was less' in 1930
then in 1910, Eighteen per cent of the foreizn vopulation of the city
1n 1930 ceme from southern Burope as compared with 15 per cent in 1910

In Figure VII is shown the country of birth of the paremts of
the mative white of foreign parentage in Oklahoma City in 1910. Germany
contained the most as it did of the forelgn born. England rarked third
1n both foreign-born and native white of foreign parentage. Wales md
Holland had few foreign-born or mative white of foreign varentage. Greece

in fact

had the fewest native white of foreign parentage. The majority

82 ver cent of the parents of the native waite of foreign parenmtage came

6. Ivid., v. 39, Table 19.
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Table I.

»
Foreign-born White in Oklahoma in 1910,

Native Country. Number Per cent

Vales. 19
Holland, 22
Hungary, 27
Norway. 29
Switzerland, 33
France, 35
Italy. 40
Denmark. 42
Canada ~ French 82
Scotland, 97
Sweden. 110
ey. 124
Greece. 130
Ireland. 202
ssia. 225
Austria, 273
Canada - Other not French. 293
England, 360
Mexico. 379
674

TOPAL 3166 100.00

7. Thirteenth Gensus, op. cit.
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Tadle II.

[}
Foreign-born Write in Oclanoma City in 1930.

Native Country Fumber Per cont
Belgium 17 0.5
Vales. 17 0.5
Yetnerlands 19 0.6
ngary 22 0.7
Switzerland 30 1.0
Norway a2 1.0
aly a8 1.2
orthern Ireland 43 1.4
Iustria. 5L 1.7
Denmaric 59 2.0
France 65 2.2
Poland 100 3.4
Scotland 100 3.4
Palestine and Syria 102 3.4
Irieh Free State. 103 3.5
Swaden 138 4.7
Greece 157 5.3
ssia 233 7.9
Czechoslovakia. 256 8.7
England, 317 10.7
Canada. 361 12.3
Germany 673 22.9
TOTAL 2933 100.

8. Fifteenth Census, op. cit. p. 38. Tadle 18,
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Table III.

Yative Comntries of Both Parents of Native White

1in Oklahome City in 1910,

Fative Country Tumber Per cent

arecce 5
Holland 13
Wales. 15
Canada - French 22
Italy 23
Switzerland 25
Norway 30
Dernmaric 33
Hungary 35
France 42
Scotland 76
Candda - not French 10
Sweden. 16
Russta 138
ustria 195
England 291
Ireland 832
Germany 1283
TOTAL 2084 100.00

9. Thirteenth Census, op. cite
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from Northern Burope. These foreign perents of the native wiites
Drovably came over earlier than the foreign born found in Oklahoma City,
and vhen the great majority of the immigrants to United States were from
Torthern Burove.

Figure VIIT shows the country of birth of the parents of the
native waite of foreign or mixed parentage. Germany vas the native
country of the most varents in 1930 as it was in 1910. Ireland and Fne
land held second and third vlaces both years if both Northern Ireland
and Irish Free State ave taken together in 1930 as they were in 1910.
Seventy-four ver cent of the foreizn varents came from northern Burove
4n 1930 in contrast to 82 ver cenmt in 1910,

Figure IX shows the per cent of mative white of mative par-
entage, native white of forelgn or mixed parentage, foreign-born waite,
Negro, Indian, Chinese, and Japenese in each Ward in 1920,  TWard
Bight contained the highest per cent of native white of netive parent-
age and Ward Five the smallest Der cent. The native whites of native
parentege comprise the mdjority in each ward. The Negroes had the high—
est per cent in Ward Five and the lomest per cent in Werd Bight. The
highest per cent of foreign-born white were in Ward Four and the lowest
per cent in Ward Five. The Indian, Chinese, and Jepanese formed a very
small per cent of the poulation in any ward, but the highest per cent
1ived in Ward Four and the smallest per cent in Ward One.

Figure X shoms the per cent of native white of native parent-

11. Thirteenth Census, ov. cit. . 483. Teble V.
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Table IV.

Native Countries of Parents of Native White

1n Oclahoma 1n 1930, "

Native Country Yusber

Per cent

Northern Ireland.
France.

Bussia.

Swade:

Seotlend.

Czechoslovakia.
a1
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Table V.

Race and Fativity bty Wards in Oklahome City in 1910, 12+

Subject Vard One Ward Two Ward Three

No.  Per cent No,  Per cent, No. Per cent
Native White~ 5,323 80,14 6.482 78.02 9,519 74,92
Native parentage.
Fative white- 781 11.00 1,085 12.68 1,468 11.55
foreien or mixed
parentage.
Forelgn-born white. 276  4.18 487 5.85 821 6.42
Fegro 208 441 283 3.40 879 6.91
Indian, Chines: 19 o.02 13 0.5 18 0.4

and Japanese

12, Ibid.
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Table V. contimued.

Wara Four Ward Five Ward Six Ward Seven  Ward Eight

Fo. Per cent, No. Per cent. No. Per cent. No. Per cent. No. Per cent

4,198 66,25 3,985 50,73 7,636 81.25 6,78l 82.74 3,956 83.60

582 9.18 546  6.95 800 8.51 809 9.87 408 8.8
545 8.60 227 2.88 294 3.2 281 3.2 283 5.9
944 14,89 3,111 39.50 651 6.92 307 3.7 78 1.64

67 1.07 6 0.07 19 .20 17 .20 7 24
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Table VI.

Race and Nativity by Wards in Oklahona City in 1630.1%"

Native Wnite Foreign-born  Native White Vegro
Tative parentage. Foreign or mixed
- parentage.

Vard One
Yo. 39,267 927 3,830
Per cent. 87.0 2.0 8.4
Vard Two
No. 30,591 536
Per cent. 68.6 1.2
Ward Three
Fo. 39,525 1,088
Per cont 87.1 2.3
Wara Four
No. 44,796 622

Per cent9l.9

13, Fifteenth Census, op. ei
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age, native white of foreign or mixed parentage, foreign-born white, and
Negro in each ward for 1930. Werd Four contained the highest per cent of
native white of mative parentage and Ward Two the smallest. Ward Four is
that part of Oklahoma City that was a small town called Capital Hill,
Its population is the most mearly homogerous of any ward in the city.

Ward Two contained the largest per cent of Negroes. The foreign povula-

tion and those of foreign parentage form a very small part of each ward.
In 1910, about 56 Der cent of the total 'population of Oklahoma

City was male and 44 per cent was female. Of this mumber 50 per cent was

white males, six per cent Negro males, about 40 per cent while females
and four per cent Negro females. In 1930, there were almost as many
women as men in Oklahoma City, Fifty and five tenths per cent of the pop-
ulation was male and 49.5 per cent female. Of this mumber 46.7 per cent
was white males, 3.8 per cent Negro males, 45.4 per cent white ferales

and 4.1 ver cent Negro females.

0f the totel male povulation 15 years of age and over in 1910,
43.7 per cent was eingle, Bl Der cent married, about four per cent widow-
ed, and sbout one per cent divorced. Forty-four per cent of the native
white males of native parentage was single, about 51 per cent married,
about four per cent widowed, and about one per Cent divorced. About 43
Dper cent of the native white males of foreign or mixed parentege were

single, 52 ver cent married, about four Per cent widowed and one per cent

12. Thirteenth Census. op. cit.,D. 480, Table
13. Fifteenth Census Population Bulletin,Second Ssrses, p. 21. Tablel2.
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divorced. About 46 per cent of the foreign-born white males were single,

49 per cent married, four per cent widowed and not quite one per cent
Givcrosds Mhdrty-elght Deripent of the Negroes was singls; shaut 56 per
cont married, about seven per cent widowed, and mot uite one per cent
divorced. Tnirty-six per cent of the Indien msles was single, about &5
Der cent married, nine per cent widowed, and none ot

For the white population the proportions followed very closely
the vattern of the total, with the forelgn-born showing a larger per
cent of single men and a amaller per cent of divorced. The Negross
showed the smallest per cent of single men and the largest per cent of
both widomed and marricd while the per cent of divorced was about equgl
to the forelgn-born.

0f the females fifteen years of age and over of Oklahoma City in
1910, 25 per cent was single, 55

v cent married, nine per cent
widowed, and ome per cent divorced. A greater provortion of the women
in the population was narriod. As thers wers mors men than woaen &
greater proportion of the men was single. A larger ver cent of the
women than of the men was widowed. The divorced ver cent wes equals
0f the native white of native parentage, about 26 ver cont wes single,
64 per cent married, nine per cent widowed and ome Per cent divorced.
Of the foreign-born white women about 14 Der cent wes single, 72 Der
cent married, 13 per cent widowed, and one per cent divorced. About

28 per cent of the native walte of foreign perentage was single, 64

Der cent married, seven per cent widowed, and one ver cent divorced.

14. Thirteenth Census, ov. cit. D. 464, Table 13.
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Nineteen ver cent of the Negro women was eingle, 65 ver cent married,

14 ver cent widowed, and two per cent divorced. Twenty-nine ver cent

of the Indian women was single, 63 per cent married, eight ver cent
widoved, and none d.'\vnrced.ls.

The native white women of native paremtage and the native
white women of foreign parentage conformed very closely to the pattern
of the total population with the native white of foreign parentage show-
ing a smaller per cent of widowed and a larger per cent single. A very
large per cent of the foreign-born white was married and widowed in com-
varison with the other women and & snaller ver cent was single. The
white women, native, foreigmeborn, and native white of foreign parentage,
211 had about the same per cent divorced. The Negro women had the lergest

Der cent divorced and the Indian smallest. The Negro women had a larger

per cent widowed and divorced and a smaller per cent single while the per

cent married was the same as that for all women.

The foreign-born women in to the foreign-b

men
had a smaller per cent single and a larger per cent married and widowed.
This is also true of the native white of foreizn varentage. The

Negro women conformed to this same pattern when compared to the Negro

men, The Indien made up a very small part of the povulation so the

data may not be representative of Indians in general. Over twice

&8 many Negro women as Negro men were divorced. This seems to in-

dicate that the divorced Negro men remarriéd more gquickly than the di-

15, Ibid,



vorced Negro women,

Half of the male population of Ciclahoma Oity in 1910 wae 28
years of age or younger. Half of the women were 25 years of age or

younger. Half of the mative white men were 28 years of age or young-

er, the same as the total male population, while half of the native

white women wers 24 years of age or younger, which wes a yeer younger

than the total female population, Fho foreign-born men's mid-point

of age was 36 years, while the mid-point for the foreign-born women

was 37 years. The average age of the Negro men was 27 years, and the

Negro women 24 years. The ages of the forelgn-born wore high as thers

would be fewer foreign-born children than native born children.

The ages for the native white men and mative white women very
closely conformed to the ages of the total mele and female vopulation
as they formed the great majority of the vopulation of the city.
Pigure XI. chows the age distribution of the povulation of Oklehoma

City in 1910 by race and sex. It will be seen that sex had less bear-

ing on the age distribution than mstionality and race. The foreign-

bory both men and women had the emellest Der cent below age ten and

the largest per cent beyond 60 years. A smaller per cent of both Negro

males and native white males was below ten years of age then Negro women

and pative white women. Beyond age 60, the Negro men and Negro women

showed a smaller per cent than native white women and native white men.
The greatest per cent of the native white and Negroes was between 20

and 30 years of age. The largest per cent of foreign-born, both men

16. Ibid. p. 464 Tadle 13.



Table VII.

63

bt
Age Distribution in Oklahoma City in 1910 for Men.

Age  Total Fative white Foreign-born Yegro
Xo, Percent. No, FPer cent o, Per cent. Wo, Per cent
9 5293 15 4730 14 19 1 537 15
10-19 4914 14 4333 15 85 4 491 14
9476 26,5 7742 27 644 28 1070 30
30-39 7488 21  6lOl 21 588 26 766 22
40-49 4089 11 5289 11 388 17 364 10
50-59 24581 7 1983 7 280 12 160 5
60-69 1971 5.5 1585 5 286 12 16 4
Total. 35667 29743 2270 3524

17, Ibid.



1
Age Distribution in Oklahoma City in 1910 for Women.

64

Table VIII.

Age Total Yative White.  Foreign-born.  Negro.
No, Per cent. 16, Per cent.  No, Per cent. No. FPer cent
0-9 5402 19 4799 20 22 576 19
10-19 4988 18 4368 18 18 6 50 18
20-20 7309 26 &8 25 222 24 900 30
30-39  sl44 18 4378 18 218 23 543 18
40-49 2042 9 2282 9 15 16 226 8
50-59 1830 5 1306 & 10 12 Hadiig
60-69 1427 5 nes 5 17 17 9 3
Total 28412 100 24453 100 936 100 3005 100

18,

Ibid.
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and women, was between 30 and 40 yeere of age.

Eighty-five per cent of the men ten ysars old and over and 21
por cent of the women of Oklahoma City in 1910 were gainfully emoloyed.
One and soven tenths per cent of the men and 0.1 per cent of the women
were engaged in agriculture, forestry, or animal husbandry. Two tenths
of one per cent of the men and 0.1 per cent of the women were extractors

of minerals. About 37 per cent of the men and 13 per cent of the women

employed were listed as engaged in and

Fourteen per cent of the men were engaged in transvortation as compared

to three per cent of the women. The great majority of the women were

tolephone operators. About 25 per cent of the men sarned a living
through trade as compared to 10 per cent of the women. One and seven
tenths per cont of the men and less than one temth of one per cent of the
Six per cent of the men and 13.8

Eight and

women were engaged in public service.
per cont of the women were employed at professional services.
four tenths per cent of the men and 46 per cent of the women were engaged

Clerical occupations employed six per
3

in domestic and personal service.
cent of the men and 13.9 per cent of the women.

The largest percentage of the men was engaged in mamufacturing
and mechantes] industriss. The largest percentage of the women was

employed in domestic and personal service. The smallest per cent of the

men was engaged in extraction of minerals and the fewest women were em-

ployed in public service, althoush about as few women were engaged in

19, Ibid. Vol. IV, p. 256, and p. 257.
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agriculture, forestry, and animal husbandry and extraction of minerals.
A small ver cent of the men was encaged in agriculture, forestry, md
animal husbandry and public service.

Eighty-one per cent of the men and 28 ver cent of the women
ten years old and over in Oklahoma City in 1930 were geinful workers.
One per cent of the men and 0.02 Der cent of the women vere engezed
in sgriculture, forestry, and fishing, Six Der cent of the men and one
woman were extractors of minerals. Tventy-six per cent of the men and
one per cent of the women were emdloyed in memifacturing and mechanical
industries, Seven per cent of the men and seven tenmths per cent of the
women were engaged in transvortation and commnication. Twenty per
cent of the men and three per cent of the women earned their living
through trade. One per cent of the men and 0.06 Der cent of the women
vere engaged in public service. Professional service employed five
Der cent of the men and three per cent of the womem. Six per cent of
the men and ten per cent of the women were engeged in domestic and per-
somal service.

The largest ver cent of the men were engaged in memufacturing
2nd mechanical industries in 1930 and 1910. The largest per cent of the
women were employed in domestic and personal service in both years. The
smallest mer cent of the men in 1930 were engaged in agriculture instead

of extraction of minerals as in 1910, The oil industry in Oklehomn City

Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. Occupation Statistics,
Oklahona, Table 4.
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1n 1930 accounted for the increase in the mumber oxtractine minerals in
1930 over 1910, The smallest per cent of women were extracting minerals
4n 1930 instead of in public service as in 1910. A smaller per cent of the
men and a larger per cont of the women were gainfully employed in 1930
than 1n 1910,

In 1910, Norfolk, Virginia and Oklahoma City were about the
seme eize. Norfolk had a population of 67,452 and Oklahoma City had
64,205, Norfolk incressed 44,7 per cent from 1900 to 1910 and 33.7
per cent from 1890 to 1900. By way of contrast, Oklshowa City increas-
ed 5397 per cent and 141.8 per cent resvectively in the seme yoars.

The Negroes in Norfolk comprised 37.1 per cent of the population in 1910
and 43.4 per cent in 1900, while the Negro population of Oklshoma City
was 10,2 and 12.1 ver cent, respectively, for the two docades. Norfolk
and Oklahoma City did not differ mich in per cent of foreign-born white.
Norfolk had 5.3 per cent foreign-born in 1910 and 3.4 per cent foreign-
born in 1900,  Oklahoms City had 5.0 per cent foreign-born in 1910 and
5.6 per cent in 1900, The native white of foreign or mixed perentage in
Norfolk was 6.4 per cent in 1910 and 6.1 per cent in 1900, In Oklahoma
City the native white of foreign or mixed parentage was ten ver cent in
1910 and 12,4 per cent in 1900. Fifty on and one tenth Per cent of the
population of Norfolk in 1910 was native white of native parentege, and
46.9 por cent 1n 1900, In Oklahons City 74.6 per cent of the population

1n 1910 and 69.7 per cent in 1900 was native white of white parentage.

21. Thirteenth Censue, Vol. III, p. 93l. Table 2.
22, Ibid. p. 935, Table 15,
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The greatest difference in the composition of the population
in the two commnities was the greater per cent of Negroes in Norfoll
and the greater per cent of mative white of foreizn or mixed parent-
age in Oklahova City. In Norfolk there were a few more women then men,
The mumber of men to 100 women in 1910 was 95 and in 1300 wee 94.9, while
in Oklahona City the mumber of men exceeded the women, there being 126.1
males to every 100 females in 1900 and 125.6 males to every 100 females

in 1910, This is what would be expected in an older settled community

ami & newer, more actively growing city.
The average age for the men of Norfolk vas 27 vears and for
the women 26 years, while for Oklahoma City the average was 28 years
and 25 years respectively, showing the average for the men of Oklanoma
City was one year older and for the women was one year younger then in
Norfolk, The male population of Norfolk showed a greater ver cent up
to 20 years of age, and Oklehoma City showed a greater per cent from
20 to 40 years of age. Norfolk showed a greater per cent from 50 to 60
yeare and both cities were about the same for over GO years, showing
Oklahoma City had fewer children and more adults at the prime of their
dorking period. The per cent of the women of &ifferent age veriods wee
very similar for both cities, in no case varying more than one per cent
except from 20 to 30 years where Oklehoma City had two per cent more

than Norfolk for that age.

23, Ibid. p. 981, Teble 2, and p. 461, Tgble 2.
24, Ibid. p. 934, Table 13, and p. 464, Table 12,
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In Norfolk 53 per cent of the men were merried and 52.3 per
cent of the women 15 years of age and over, as compered to 51 per

cent of the men and 64.6 Der cent of the women in Oclahoms City. A
smaller ver cent of the men and & larger Der cent of tae women in
Oclahona Oity were married as comvared to Norfolk. In a raoidly srow-
ing, young commmity a larger ver cent are ususlly sinsle men, who have
come seelcing adventure or fortune. In & commnity where there are more
oSS e S e 105 peny ot i men w1 [1kely. e merriscithen

in & commnity where the women are in the majority.

25. TIbid. p. 935, Table 14 and b, 464, Table 13.



CHAPTER VI,
CHANGING PATTERNS IN THE COMMUNITY LIFE

Ecological Description of Oklahoma

City in 1930.

The retail business district of Oklahoma City extends approx-
imately from Reno on the south to Fourth Street on the north and from
the Santa Fe tracks on the east to Dewey on the west. The largest
wholesale district is south of Main and east of the Santa Fe tracks.

The transition area of the city lies between Washingten on
the south and Yain Street on the north and from the Sante Fe tracke on
the east to Western Avemue on the west. This district has been abandon-
od by the better class of the Door when the emcroachment of business
made it undesivable for residence. This is the crime and delinquency
atstrict.

Farther south lying near the river is & dilapidated district
where both Negpoes and poor whites live. Tais district extends from
Southvest Twelfth on the north to the river on the south and from the

Santa Fe tracks on the east to Western Avenue on the wests
A small group of Mexicans live-on Scuth Ninth Street near

Robinson,
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The City Community Camp for the destitute is west of South Pemn-
sylvania Avemue between the North Cenadien River and the Rock Tslend
tracke,

South of the North Canadian River is Capitel Hill, This was a
amall town with its business district, churches, schools, and theatre
before it was taken into Oklahoma City in 1910, It has ket its sep-
arate commmnity 1ife and resembles a emall town more than part of a
larger city.

The negroes in Ollahome City are largely segregated in two

districts. The smaller dlstrict is between Peach Street on the west

and Clegern Street on the east and Main on the north and Reno on the
south. This is almost entirely a residential district. The larger
Negro: district ix from Remo on the south to Tenth Street on the north,
The eastern boundary 1s Welmut from Reno to Fourth Streot and Durland
from Fourth to Tenth Streets, Easterh is the western boundary. South
of the Negro district lies the oil fields.

North of the retail business district is the residential sec-
tion of the city. Near the business district are boarding houses,
1lighthousekeeping rooms, rented rooms, and small remted apartments. As
the city extends morthward the plainer homes give place to the homes of
the moderately rich. Some very beautiful, expensive homes are found
north of Fourteenth Street. There are two districts of exclusively
expensive homes within the city limits. One is a small area called
Barndale. This lies along Classen Boulevard from Fourteenth to Sixteenth

Streets. The other i Lincoln Terrace. It extends from Lincoln Boulevard
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to Tottie Street and botween Fourteenth and Twenty-second Streets. The
most beautiful residential district is Nichols Hills which is between
Western and May Avenues and extends about two miles north of Sixtisth
Street.

Oklahoma City has been srowing north and west. In an early
sy California was the street of the finest homes. The large shade
trees in that vart of Oklahoma City show where those early best homes
were. When Emerson school was built many veople complained beczuse the
school board hed located this school in the cowstry. Tt is on Sixtn

Street and quite neer now to the retail business district.
2. Changing Social Attitudes.

The mores and folkways, which have become customs because they
have been thought the best ways of doing certain things, change very
slowly. This is particularly true in rezard to non-material institutions,
uch as religion, education, and personsl relationshivs. New imventions
have produced the greatest changes in the 1ife of a commnity,

The @clahome Gazette of May 22, 1839 gave & molice court records
Two offenses were lot jumping with fine of five dollars each. On May 24,
1889 the police court records had four warrants issued for lot fumping.
May 25, 1889 there was & jury trial and a warrant out for lot Jumping.
Yay 27, 1889, on a jury trial, a person accused of lot jumping wes ecquitt-
ed. On June 7, 1889, there was & case of the city againet the owner of
a 1ot o eject cattle from the lot ocoupted by him. On June 17, 1980 a
case of lot juming wes dismissed. On Avgust 1, 1889 the city court de-

clared as a miisance the handling of green

des and drying them in the
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sun.  On August 4, 1839, thers were eleven land contests eet for hearing
1n Octover.

An examination of police court records of today would show no
cases of lot jumping as all the city lots have titles and owners. No
one keéps cattle or dries hides on his lots today. Many police court
records would show fines for over parking and speeding and failure to
stop at lights. If a person living in 1889 could see these records they
would have no msaning to him.

On June 11, 1389, there was an article called "Deformed Waists"
in which some of the 111 effects of corset wearing and tight lacing were
inmmerated. In an article in a daily paper, Jamuery 1933, the merchants
were reported as saying they could not sell women shoes that were too
tight, Women demanded clothes that fit comfortably as a part, perheps,
of their new freedom.

At the time of the adoption of the Oklahoua State Comtitution
a probibition article was approved by the voters.  On December 30,
1907 the New State Brewing Association amidst much hilarity, emptied into
the sewers 75,000 gallons of beer, valued at twenty-seven thousand
dollars.  Prohibition has been tried for a while first in the state
and then in the whole nation. There is now considerable effort being
exerted to legalize beer and also to revoke the prohibition agmendsent,

The first social 1ife in Oklahoma City centered in the churches.

1. W. F. Kerr, and Ina Gainer, The Story of Oklahoma City, Vol. I, p.293.
2. Ibid, p. 295.
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During the first sumer the populer thing to do in the evening was to
gather in en ice cream parlor, whose ownsr was the proud possessor of
the first piano brought to Oklahoma City and whose daughter entertaimm
o& thotr callers by playing umsunlly well.  The churches today ars
not the center of the social life of the city. As a city grows larger
the provisions for amsement incrdase and no one thing conld be called
the center of its soclal 1ife. The moving picture shows probably
attract a lerger crowd than any other one form of amsement. The piano's
place as & popular entertainer has been largely taken by the radio.

The first big soclal affair was a banquet and ball given on
September 17, 1889 in honor of a grown of Gangra!smn.“ Many prominent

 women appeered in gowns of cashnere and swiss and even satoon. There

‘ow plugh gowns, come eilk ones and a few dlamonds. Every women
> into her packed-avay finery and brought forth her best. Parties
: required & lot of thought and planning. As most houses
, and beds and large pieces of furniture hed to
‘when & party was to be given. This took

One woman had a dozen Haviland China

r knives and forks. The only
Yellow portieres and a
very atfair of im-

e parties so that
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Oklahoma City has changed from the friendly nioneer village
where all were netghbors o a larger city where friends often live too
far apart to make borrowing convenient. A party fnstead of being a
great event is a daily occurrence and chief employment of the wealthy
women.

1In 1890 the first big afterncon tea was given. The shades
were drawn and the room wae lighted with kerosene lamms. This was an
shneratibnie Today the kerosone lamp would be the imnovation rather
than the drawn shades.

On Jamary 1, 1891, Captain and Mrs. Stiles gave a New Years
Reception. They had the largest home in the town, an eight roomed,
"box! shaped house in the Military Reservation. This home contained
the only bath room in tomn.  Bath rooms today are found in almost
every house in Oklahoma City.

Farly in 1895, the first card club was orgenized. At first

they played bid euchre. In 1897 it was changed into a whist club. In

1899 1t became an afternoon card club and they played Duplicate Whists
Stince that day Auction Bridge has had its relsn and has given place to
Gontract Bridge. The ome club of that early day has multiplied meny
times,

Wot until 1900 did Oklahoma City takejan interest in golf.

The golf course was lald out cast of the city,  The golf courses have

6. Ibid,
7, Ibid,
8. Ibid.

9. TIbide
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incroased to ten. A large mmber of business and professional men play

the game end quite & large mmber of women vley also. In 1900 golf wes
ot considered a woman's game.

In 1907 there was a club organized that studled the Chautdfua
course.  Today the study clubs have increased from that small begin-
ning as mich, perhaps, as the city has gromn with almost as meny differ-
ent things studied as there are clubs.

The first school was in a rear room on First Street betmeen
Bavaivey and Rbingon Streets. A tultion of ene doller or to dollard

per month was charged according to the

hild's grade.

The first public school was in 1891, The office of the first

city superintendent wes in a room where machinery wes kept: He teugnt

during school hours. The black boards were black cloth on the walls
>

ond could not be used sometimes on eccount of the wind. The teachers

were paid in warrante called "scrin's These they sold to the tex

Dbayers at o discount, and felt lucky if they could find a buyer.
There are sbout 60 public school buildinzs mow. The superine

tendent!s one rToom has been revlaced by an entire administration build~

ing. He mot only does not teach but has & corp of assistants to help

him administer.

10. Ibid. p. 538
11. Ibids p. 559,
12. Ibid. . 562.
13. Ibid. p. 56l
14. Ipid. . 562,
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The vays of getting a living have changed most since Oklahoma
City was first settled. Inventions have increased the kinds of occupe-
tions and made common nmecessities today of what were the luxuries of
that early day, or even unheard of them. The motion pictures and auto-
mobiles have made chenfes in ways in which leisure time is spemt. In
education the city has progressed from the one room ungraded school to
2 graded system which includes the three units of elementary school,
Junior high school, and high school. In many of the larger elementary
schools, the ons teacher to each room has chenged to the platoon school
were the child has different teachers for his different subjects durim
the day. Many commnity sctivities are organized now. The individual
and church charities have been largely taken over by thé organized char-
ities financed by a commnity fund.

The erchitecture of the city is changing. The apartment house
and duplex is being built more frequently, with provisions for the im-
creasing mmber of no children homes or one Child homes. The majority
of homes in Oklahoma City ere still the one family home. Another
change in the home is the increaing mumber of married women who are
gainfully employed outside of their homes. The mumber of divorces is
also increasing. Formal religious activities have mede the least change.

Within the last twenty years Oklahoma City has tried eome
city-planning. There ere zoning laws governing the location of business
and residences.

In Oclahoma City at first every man lived where he could walk

to his work in a few mimutes. As the street cars came, this increased
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