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COMMUNITY FORCES IN A HEGRO DIBTRICT
IN OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLANOMA

CHAPTER I
HATURE AHD BCOPE OF TER 57TUDY

The aims and objectives of the present study have been primarily
to determine the soolal forces operating in the largest Negro commmnity
in Oklshoma City, Oklahome. It should be epparent from the outset that
these forces would be fundamentally of two types; those which constitute
positive factors in community development, and those which constitute
negative or disorganizing factors.

The district under a%uéy is u natural area within a large olty.
Community f'orees operating within this area are related to the forces
at work within the larger community. A brief survey of the aniire
community setting hes therefore been included.

This district forms the center of community life for NHegroes from
all areas of the oity. Forces affecting Negroes anywhers within
Oklahoma Oity smnd those operating within the distriet are interdependent.
Therefore, consideration of community forces affecting sll Negroes of
Oklahome City have been included in the study.

In the effort to determine the commmity faﬁcaa that are operating
several methods of faet finding were used.

1
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The Nationel Urban League Community Relations Projeet Reports were
studied and efforts were made to avoid duplication in the collection of
data. Oklahoms Ci%ty was one of the five major cities in the United
States seleoted in 1946 by the Natlomal Urban league for a communiby
ralations survey on the economic and eultural problems of the Hegro.
'Tﬁin survey, which was Iinanced by the Rockefeller Foundation, inoluded
8 general report and reports on the specific fields of health, soecial
case work, recreation, and housing. Conferences were held with every
member of the Urban League research group and suggestions as to areas
needing further exploration were reseived,

Analyses of the statistles of the Bixbteenth Census of the United
States and other stutistical deta perisining to the distriet have been
inoluded in the study.

Additional facts and insight intc soeisl econditions were obtained
during six monbhs of supervised field work in socisl group work at the
Negro Episcopal Church of the Hedeemer Youth Center.

More than one hundred and twenty-five personal interviews with
Hegro and white persons concerning the Negro commnity served as the
bagis for some of the conclusions reached.

Finalily, individual ocase hi&tmrias which were obbtained through
interviews wers used to {llustrate the effwcts of the comrmnity forces
upon the individual persemality.

This study has attempted to record as rcourstely as possible, the
general structural charscteristics of Oklshoms City and of the Hegro
distriot specifically, the economic and social forces in the community,

the types of soocial welfare services available to Oklakhoma Clty Hegroes,
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the effect of these forces on the individusl personality, and the pattern

of reace relations within Oklshoma City at the present time.



CHAPTER I1
THE COMMUNITIES

The Hegro community in question forms a natural area in Oklahoua
City, the capitol of the Btate of Oklahoma. This is the largest city
in the state, having a population in 1940 of 204,424. In 1946 the
estimated population was 220,000. Inecluding outlying areas, the metrow
politan population was estimated at 266,872 for the same year.l The
location of Oklahoma City is spproximately 260 niles south of the
geographic center of the United States and seven miles from the geow
graphic center of Oklahowa. The site covers 49.8 square miles., The
altitude ia 1,275 feet.

The pattern of city growth of Oklahoma City has been similar to
that found in other American cities in that it is characterized by a
steady movement awwy from the center of the olty on the part of the
more prosperous citisens. As this movement has progressed the older
parts of tho community have become the center of business, industry,
poverty, and delinquency. This basic pattern of oity growth, however,
has varied considerably in the case of Okluhoma City. Included among
the reasons for this variation from the usual pattern have been the

unique marnner in which the community was begun; the location of the

- loklahoms City from "A to 2", (0fficial Publioation of the Okla-
homa City Chamber of Commerce, 1945), 1.

4
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meat packing plants; the development of an extensive oll field within
the olty limits; the loeation of military establishments in the
vieinity; and the North Canadlian River, which flows through the southern
part of the area.

Oklahoma City was settled in a singls day through the famous Run of
1889, On April 22, 1889, approximately two million acres of land in 0ld
Oklahoma Territory were opened to white settlement. President Harrison's
proclamation came as the feault of a decade or more of agitation for the
opening of these unccoupled Iadian Lands té white settlement. On the dey
of the opening ubout forty thousand people rushed in to elalm free lands
for homesteads. The site of Oklahoma City, a bare prairie on the banks
of the Horth fork of the Canadian River on the morning of that day, was

gsettled with 10,000 inhabitents by nightfall. There were Hegroes in the

group which came on the first day of settlement.

In 1890 the first census of Oklehoma City was taken. In that yesr
the population was 4,151, 8ince that time the eity has enjoyed a
phenomensl growth. In 1810 the state capitol was moved from Guthrie
to Oklahoma City.

Oklahone City was settled by people of widely varied interests and
b&ﬁkgraanﬁs. They were predominantly native-vorn white protestants who
wé;a looking for opportunities in newly opened country. Included in the
group were land speculators, persons with questionable backgrounds, and
the irresponsible elements. On the other hand, there were onterprising,
land-hungry Americans who had come to elaim thelr homeeteads and to
build a new atate, lany persons are still living who have seen Oklahoma

City grow from a settlement of tents and a few hastily erected wooden
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gtruotures into a besmutiful, thriving metropolis.
As indicated by the following sbtatement, the Horth Canadian River
has exercised considerable influence on the community.

"The Canadian drainsge basin is parrow, aversging little
more then twenbty miles, bul in some places less than ten milea.
Despite this fact exceedingly heavy rains or cloudbursts, can
transform such a dry river~bed into a turbulent torrent in a
few hours, as 1t meanders through the plains, cutting new
channels and shifting its ocourse, making it the most dangerous
stream in Oklshoma., Its ghannel is sand choked, forming
islands and the prevailing southerly winds form sand dunes
on the north side of the stream.

The North Fork, commonly called the North Canadian, rises
in northeastern Wew Hexice. At the confluence of Wolf and
Beaver Creeks, near Pt. Bupply, this stream becomes the North
Canadian. It has & narrow drainage basin which averages lese
than twenty miles. The Norih Fork has sudden and rapid rises,
which frequently everflow the lowlands. Ite channel, like
that of the Canedian, is sand choked with numerous shifts,
bends and cutoffs. B8and dunes ocour on the norih side of the
river in western Oklshoma, but below Oklahoma City, the sand
in the bed decremses and the banks become steop and muddy."®

Obviously, 1t was a mistake to loocnte & ciby on the banks of the
river. In addition to being harrassed by periodiec floods, in the dry
seasons there is very little water in the river. This csuses the
water to becoms stagnant. The stench from the wabter which has become
polluted by industries, the numerous oil wells nearby, and the sewerage
makes life in the river area undesirable. However, thousandis of persons
have their homes along the banks of this sandy stresm which winds ite
erratic way through the very heart of the community.

Today the river area is without exveption one of poor housing,

low real estate values, and unfavorable social conditions. On the

2Jones Shelby Graves, "The Influence of the Cenadian Rivers on the
Development of Oklahoms, 1806-1866", (Unpublished thesis, University of
Oklahoms, 1837), 2-3.
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west side of the oity there is a cellection of approximately four hundred
shacks which is known by the name of "Community Cemp." There sre several
other poor communities scattered on both sides of the river besring such
names as "Ganders Flats", "Mulligan Gardens”, "Sandtown", "Walnut Grove",
“Southtown", and "Westtown".

During the depression years 9f the 1930's Oklahoma City became the
home of numerocus indigents known ae "Squatters". Squatter dwellings
are Lo be found in great numbers aleng the river banks. Usually these
huts are made from sorap luwber, tin, snd packing boxea. They are
usually very small, with no floor and few windows. lNowever, during the
war period there ha# been & tendency to enlarge some of these dwellings,

In 1980 experienced social workers representing the three relief=
giving social agencies in the eity made & survey of Squatter conditions
which revealed 576 shacks, tents, wagon tops, end asutomcbile trailers
scoupied by 2,350 persons.® Because of the fact that the very poor
health and sanitary conditions that accompanied these Squatter hovela
was a menace to the enbire city, approximately 350 indigent faﬁiliau
were moved to Community Camp in January, 1831l. Nearly 100 families
moved into houses in other parts of the city end the other 126 families
left the area. The homes that were built in Community Gaap were of the
same type as had been vacated. The dwellings that had been vacated in
other sections of the river area were scon f£illed with new families of

"Squatters”.,

SMattie Cal Gibson, "The Dependent Family im Oklahoma City Cowmmnity
Camp", (Unpublished thesis, University of Oklahoma, 19854), 6.

/
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Hegroes and whites live rather indisoriminately in these areas, —
Aﬁagraaa are found in Walmut Grove, Westtown, Southtown, and Sandtown.
The area known as Sandtown is a Hegro settlement just outside the city
limits to the south and west. Thie eres gots ite nawe from the loose
sand whiaﬁ blows about the unpaved streets. The houses in the srea are
unpainted and are in need of repairs.

In almost all the areas Jjust deseribed there is no plumbing and
few houses have piped water. Fleotricity snd gas are becouing wore
common in the last few years. Iu Commnity Camp there is but one
water faucet for the entire settlement,

Prom its a&rli?at days Oklehome City has been the center of the
livestock trade for the state. This area has always been favorably
adapted to the livestock industry. Oklahoma Clby is bordersd on the
enstern side by the region of little oak cross timbers or blackjacks,
but most of the nabtural vegetablon in the clty iitself consists of
bluesten prairie grass. The anmual rainfall in Oklshoms City is
variable, ranging in different yeurs from 17 to 48 inches. The average
sinos 1891 is approximately 31 inches, The mean temperature for the
yoar is 59.8 degrees, with & range of monthly hemperatures from 37.4
degrees in January, to 80.4 degress in July. Oklshoma, thus has come
paratively cool winbters and usually hot summers with no long perlods
of ice and snow, although the tempersbure is subject to rather great

and abrupt changes.® Obviously, these favorable fuotors would result

QLQQ L« Robertson, "Geographical Changes Reéuiting from 0il Develop-
ment in Oklahoma City and Vieinity" (Unpublished thesis, University of
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in the growth of oatile and meat packing industries. 5

An area in the southwestern part of Oklahoma ity is known as /
Paokingbown. In this area of approximately 60 acres are loocated two
major packing plants, Wilson and Company and Armour and Company, and
soveral smaller packing plants. The Oklahoma National Stockysrds
Company operates yards with cspreliy of 35,000 head. The 1942 annual
receipts amounted to 1,067,992 head valued at §75,571,088.28. Approxi-
mately $00 truck loads of livestoak are brought to this primary market
each 24 hours in addition o rail shipmente.5

In addition to the liveatock industry, & number of other significant
indﬁstrias have grown up in Oklahoma City. This community has beooums
the commercisl and finaneial center of the State. It is the seat of a
branch of the Pederal Reserve Bank, the home of insurance offices
writing 75 per cent of the policies written in the state, and of 556
wholesele establishments which distribute 76 per cent of the poods in —
the state,8

There ere 588 different manufecturing firms within the oity tﬁday.‘/
Fr&néipai lines of industry imelude aireralt manufschuring and naintene
ange, oil and gas production and processing, mest packing, steel
fabricstion, machine shop end foundry production, grain mill production,
cottonseed oil processing, oil field refinery supplies and equipment,

building materials, food specislties, printing snd publishing, and

sﬁkl‘hm Gity from “&“ to "ZN’ O g.&'h_op Ds 1«

8"0klnkomws City", Brneyclopedis Britennica, Vol., XVI, 757.
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paper products,

Oklahoma City is served by six railways. These includes: The
Prisco, Oklahoma CityeAde and Atoke, Rock Island, Sante Fe, and the
Missouri, Kanses and Texas. The Oklahoma Railway Company supplies
interurban service to Normen, Gubhrie, and El Reno.

The oultural landscape of Oklahoma City and vicinity underwent a
profound transformation between 1928 and 1936 with the discovery and
development of the third largest producing oil field in the world. i
This field extends 12 miles along the easisrn side of the city.

Local interest in oil fleld development exbtends hack to 1899, In
1908 the first test well was drilled near Fourth Street and the BSanta
Fe Railroad. From then until Hay, 1928, wlth the bringing in of the
Indian Territory Illuminating 04l and Foster Petroleum Company well
:neg 1, the area had been tested continually but without success.
Drilling techniques had not yet been perfected to reach the depth of
the oil deposits, 6,355 feet.

The discovery well marked the beginning of a local oil boom which
lagted well into the decade beginmming in 1950. Although the United
8tates at this time suflered its greatest sconomic depression, the
depression never asgumed the serious proportions in Oklshoma City that
were resched in most American cities. The field epresd repldly, and
wae quickly developed to the south scross the (leveland county line
and to the north beyond the oity limits. Almost all of the largest
Hegro section of Okleahoma Clty was included in the oil field.

In the rural areas oll development was welcomed because it brought

—

wealth, However, residents of many of the betbter residential areas



11
resented the developmert because of the resullant deprecistion of pro-
pordy wvaluee, and the influx of undesirable populabion elements. AL
firat, zoning was employed to prevent the depreciation of veluable city
property, but the clamor for permission to lesse brought more snd more
digtricts into the oll field. Evan%ﬁmlly aome of the finest districts
of Okluhoma City such as the Lincolm Terrace "mansion™ urea, had oil
wells in ihe yards. The oncroachment was culminated with the drilling
of wells on the luwn of the stabe capitel,

By 1940 over sixteen hundred wells were yraduaing‘approximataly
616,000,000 barrels of oil a pear.

The oil fleld Lrought to Oklahoma Clty u largs industrial district
in the southenst sectlom of the eily insluding nine major pipeline L
companies, 124 oll producing firme, 159 oil field oquipment firus, 64
equipment warehouses end service corpanisations, 31 Firms of geologiste
and solentific research organisatlons, 7 refineries, 27 wholesals
gasoline and oil mﬁf#&k&rﬁ. and 89 firms engeged in drilling, oll field
conpbructlon, and pipaiinﬁ operation.?

Much of the make~shift housing end gensrsl debris brought in during
the oil boom is s%il) coloring the landsompe of the olty. However, home
owners have developed meane of adjusting to the oil fisld. Parts of the
0il field dietriet precent s fairly neut appearance. 8Small areas in
almoat every bLleck have been fenced off %o include the stowering derricks
and other oil well equipment. The oil companies generally keep the area

around the wells clean. On the whole these areas arb not unsizhtly,

?Rﬁ’bﬂmung ,22,‘ mca Pe 9
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During World ¥ar II Oklahoma City experienced a serlous housing
shortage caused by militury activities in the arem. Boutheast of the i
eity was bullt PTinker Fileld, hesdguartere of the Oklshoma City Alr
Bervice Command. This was the Army's larpest depot.8 Hast of the
Dopot was bullt the huge cargo plane sroduction and modification plants
of the Deuglas Alreraft Compuny. Scouthwest of Oklshoma €ity, near the
Mmicipal Alrport wes the Will Hopers Alr Pield, an Army air base, and
west of the oiby wee Clmmaron Plsld, an air eadet training station, At
Normen, oirhteen milez south of Oklshoms City, were looated the Haval
Alr Btation, Haval Hospitnl, spd Hevel Alr Techniesl Training Center.

The bullding of residences continued during the war in Oklahona
Gity, snd federally financed housing projects made thelr appearance.
Midwest City, a federally financed housing project consisting of 1,466
‘homes, was built sercss the highwey from Tinker Field. It has its omm
sohool, churches, and business distriect.

The main retaii business distriect of Oklshoma City extends approxi-
mately from Washington Street on the south to Fifth Bf%rect on the ¥erth,
and from the Bante Fe tracks om the east to Halker Fhreet on the west.
The wholpesle area lies east of the Sante Pe trackes between Main Btreet
and the Missouri, Kansas, and Texss tracks. The srea sonth of lain
8treed to Weshington Street and between the Santa Fe tracks and Western
Avenue ir a transition area from residences to industry, and hes in
recent years become undesirable for residences. Soubth of this area to

the river is s large, slum~like area where whites, Hexiocans, and Negroes

Boklahoma City From "A" to "A", op. cit., p. 2.
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live indiscriminately. South Ninth Street near Robinson is the center
of a small Mexlcan conecentration.

Aoross the river on a low rise of land is situsted Capitol Hill,
a community that once was a small town in its own right before it was
wade & part of Oklshowma City in 1810, It still meintains its own
business district, churches, schools, snd theatres, and has & consider-
able measure of independent community life.

With the river area on the south, and the oil field extending for
12 wiles along its eastern border, the northwest sector was practically
a1l that was left for large, desirable residential developments,
Directly north of the business distriet is found the boarding house and
small apartment srea. ?urtﬁgr north, the less expensive homes give
way to the homes of the moderately rich. #&n area betwesn Thirteenth
and Twenty-third Streets contains some wery beautiful and expensive
homes., They are still ocoupled by the weslthy families of the eity, in
spite of the fact that they have been built arcund and intruded upen
by commercial enterprises and apartment houses., The city has built
far to the north and west with additions of homes in the ten-thousand
to fifteen-thousand dollar class. Hichols Hilla, an exclusive
district of very expensive homeas is located outside the eity limits
to the north west. This community, although considering itself a park
of Oklahoma City, has its own council, school, and other esommunity

activities,

The Smaller Community

There is one large settlement of Negroes in Oklahoma City, and
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several smaller residence areas. Walnut Grove, Southtown and Sandtown
are districis wihh.eousiderabla Hegro population. The boundaries are
indistinet as the races live rather indiscriminatly in these areas.
fiesttown is next to the largest Wegro distriot. This area is decreasing
in populstion as indiosted by the enrollment of school ehildren at
Orchard Park Bchool. The present population is estimated at 2,500, It
is looated between MoKinley Street on the west and Clegern Street on the
east and Main Street on the North and Reno on the south. It is almoat
entirely a residential distriet with only\a few business houses and
churches. j @

The larger Hegro distriet, and specific area for this etudy is
hetwnan Reno on the south and Tenth Htreet on the north. The western
baundary, and area of some tension is Walnut from Reno té‘?ﬁurth
S8treet, Stiles from Fourth o Fifth Street, Lincoln from Fifth to
Sixth, Lindsay from 8ixth to Ninth Street, with Ninth street being
soned by blocks and lots. The Wegro occupied houses are pushing
steadily northward in spite of covenunts snd restrioctions and are
expected ultimately to extend as far as Thirteenth Street. Hastern
Avenue formerly was the esstern limits of the Negro NDistriet, but during
the war two large housing projects were constructed in the area north
and east of the Pairgrounds. Carverdale addition consists of 125 small
homes directly north of the Fairgrounds. Bdwards Addition is a
larger distriot that extends east of (arverdale and north to Sixteenth
Btreet with plans under discussion for building on to Twenty-third

S8treet in this area. In addition to living in these segregated districts,

Negroes have always been found living throughout the oity in the
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backyards of families prosperous enough to employ servante.

Unlike the Hegro districts of many oities, the iargaah Hegro com-
munity in Oklahome City does not have a special name suck as "Harleam",
"Brongeville” or "The Black Belt", The Negro district is sometimes
referred to as "The Hastside”, but that would probably mot suggest the
Negro district to the Average Oklahoma Cityan. The most specific
designation to indicate the oolored area would probably be “Esst Second
Street", or the "Bast Fourth Distriet". Thie designation indicates
the mrea served by the Bast Fourth Bus Line.

It is readily observed that segregation in Oklshoma Clty does not
approach that found in Tulsa, or in meny large cities in Ameriocs.?

The patbtern of commnity growth on the eastside has foullowed somew
what that of the entire clty. A study made in 1933 found that in 1903
about four-fifths of the Negroes were living slong the railroad trackes,
and in general within one block of the tracke.i0 iﬁ 1810, aas in 1808,
Hegroes were found to be living in servants' quarters of their white
employers, in homes of their own along the railroad tracks, and to
some extent in the area under study. A&lmoat half of the Fegro homes
were on the east side in 1910. By 1920 the Hegroes were found to be
‘lesa scattered than previously in view of the fact that two-thirds of
‘the Negroes were living east of the Santa Fe tracks.

Hegroes once occupied the ares beitween Broadway and the Sania Fe

tracks from Seventh 8treet south to the river. These lands increased

A aﬁharles 8. Johnson, The'&egreiig American Civilization, (New York:
Holt, 1830), 202. i !

,103anntt Isabel Mahar, "Social Changes in leéhcma City from 1888 to
1930" (Unpublished thesis, University of Oklshoma, 1933), 27-29.
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in value so much that the owners gradually sold out to white business
firms, and relocated east of Walnut Street.

The areas bordering the river and railroad tracks present an une
pleasant appearance. Dwellings are in a poor state of repsir. Hegroes
first settled in what is now the Walmut Grove area immediately to the
south of the present site. The section is now slso very undesirable.
The better homes are found farther to the north. On Hinth Street the
aouth side is ocoupied by Negroes and the north side by whites. The
Negro side of the street contains large, well-kept homes while the side
ocoupied by whites is beginnlng to be run~down and untidy.

Heny of the Negro residences compare favorably with those ccoupied
by whites. Beveral homes occupied by Wegro families cost from $20,000
to $80,000 each.l}

Almos’t all of the streets on the emstside are paved. However, on
the extreme eastern side, near the fairgrounds, the housing is of a
varied construction, the dwellings are small and in a poor state of
repair,

As in the white sections many of the homeés have oil wells in their
backyards, and the forest of derricks is a natural part of the land-
scape., Hince the limited apace avallable for Hegro ocoupancy would
prevent the Negro families moving away from the oil activity, the
residents have beconme sdjusted te them,

The main business district is found in the 3500 block of Bast Second

Street between Central snd Stiles. This block is in a slight depression

1lpederal Writers® Project, A Guide to the Sooner State (Norman:
University of Oklahoms Press, 1941), 168.
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betweon two low hills and pives the appearance of a small Oklchoma town.
It is almost completely bullt up with business houses on both sides of
the street. Although the buildings in this block are not untidy in
appearance, almost all of them would profit by repairs. All are one or
%wa‘atarias in height execepting the bulldings on the Northeast and Northe
west corners. These have three stories. £About half the buildings on
the south side sre of wood comstruction.

The second and newsat business distriot ile at RBast Fourth Street
and Laird. This is & growing asnter. Almost all of this distriet ls
owned by one famlly. It contains a theatre, several restuarants, a drug
store, shos repalr store, grosery stores, radic repair shop, and barbeque
stande. Additional buildinge have been started sast of the theatre, and
several others are being planned.

Therw is another small business area near the falrgrounds on Bixth
Btreet between Batl and Missourdi. It contalns only a few calles, grocery
stores, barber shops snd othar sstablishaente. Flang are under consid=

sration for the construction of another theatre in this sres.



CHAPTER 111
THE PEUPLE

8ince the Wegro populstion constitutes the subject matter of this
study, the primary emphesis in this chapter has been placed on an analy-
sis of the Negro population rather than of the population of the com=
munity as a whole.

Hegroes first ocame to Oklahoma as slaves of the Indisns of the Five
Civilized Tribes. These tribes were removed to the lands of Indian
Torritory during the years from 1825 to 1838. They were the largest
slave-holding group of Indians. The Negroes mingled with the Indian
tribes of the southeast "to a degree that whites usually fall %o recog-
nige, and in the case of the Creek und Seminole Indiuns, in particular,
the relation has been a contimuoue and a olose one".}

After the Civil War the slaves of these tribes-~the Cherckee, Chick=~
asaw, Chootaw, Creek, and Jeminols were freed and wcoepled as freedmen
into the different tribes on varying scoccommodation petterns. COreek and
Beminole Freedmen enjoyed every right thet was granted to the native
born Indisn., Chootaw and Cherokes Freedmen were restricted in their

privileges, and Chickasaw Freedmen held no civic status at all by virtue

lﬁigmun& Sameth, "Creek Begroes, 4 Study of Race Relations", (Une
published thesis, University of Uklahoma, 1940), 1.
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of their former connection with that tribe.?

The Five Civiliszed Tribes were located in Eastern Uklahems, That
is still the point of greatest concentration of Negroes in the State.
Of the Negroes living in Oklahoma in 1830, 37.7 per cent were living in
the eight sastern counties of Okfuskee, WHagoner, Ukmulgee, Muskogee,
HeIntosh, Choctaw, HoCurtain, and Logan.a

With the coming of white settlement in 1888, many Negroes from the
various states of the Union entered Oklshoma. This accounis for the
separate designations given Oklahome Wegross. "Preedmen” is the title
given to the descendants of the former Indian slaves, while " State Negro"
is the name ziven to those who came to Uklahoma during the run of 1889,
It is the opinion of some cutstending negroes in Oklshoma City that
considerable difficulty has been experienced in welding together in a
coopsrative effort these two groups of Negroes. They are the products
of two distinet enviromments., It must be kept in mind that the Indisn
Freedman assimilated many of the characteristics of Indian life. That
fact made it extremely diffiault;fér the State Negroes to appreciate
the oulture patterns of the Negro Freedmen.%

Many Negroes came in the run on April 22, 1889. Guthrie, the state
capitol at that time, was the destination for many. Approximetely one-

third of the original population of Guthrie was Nﬁgr&.a

gXbiﬁ., Pe 2.

3Franaia D. Burke, "A Survey of the Negro Community of Tulsa, Ukla-
homa", (Unpublished thesis, lniversity of Oklahoma, 1838), 4.

4Daily Oklshoman, April 23, 1939,

5Tvid,
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The decade of greatest growbth in the Negro population in the state
ocourred from 1900 to 1910. The Hegro population inecrsased 147.1 per
cent during the decade as compared with a total population inerease of
109.6 during the same ten year period. This unusual lnoreuse in Hegro
population in this period may have been relsted to the discovery and '
development of the oil fields in Bastern Oklshoma during this period.
Oklahoms was rapidly developing and there were new cities springing up
as the result of the oil industry. HNegroes were welcomed as maids,
ocooks, chauffers, and porters,

The following decads, from 1810 to 1820, found the Hegroes miprating
north %o the industrial centers in whiah were openlng new job opportuni-
ties in the war industries. Although there was no considerable amount
of disorimination in Oklahoma toward Negro labor at that time, it appears
that the opportunities in the morthern industrial cities were more attrac-
tive to the southern Negro tham was the frontier of Oklahome. At any
rate, the Negro populution increased at the rate of 22.5 per cent. In i
the decade from 19280 te 1980 the rate of inorease in the total populution %
was about the same as the lnorease in the Negro population, %

The percentage of Negroes in the total populstion is smaller for ‘Vm;Zj
Oklshoma than for any of the southern states. The percentage of Negroes
in the total population has remained about the same sinece 1880, The 1880
vensus showed 8,4 per cent of the populution as Negro. Negroes composed
7.0 per cent of the total population in 1900 and 7.3 per cent in 1940,

The preceding figures indicate that the changes in the Hegro population
have corresponded closely with the changes in the total population from

decade to deoade., Apparently the social and sconomic factors which



21

TABLE I

NEGRO POPULATION AND TOTAL POPULATION OF OKLAHOMA BY
DECADES, 1890-19406

. Year Total Hegro Per cent Negro
1880 358.65? 21,600 , 8.4
1900 ?90.591 55, 684 7.0
1810 1,667,166 187,612 - Bed
920 2,028,283 149, 408 | Tt
1830 L 2,396,040 172,180 7.2
1640 1 2,536,454 168,849 7.8

S1nformation secured from the United States Census reports for the
years indleated.
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caused an inerease or a decrease in the total population also caused &n
inerease or a deorease in the Negro population in approximately the same
proportion.

Hegroes in Oklshorm are concentrstsd in urban areas to a nlighﬁly’_
greaber degree than are white persons. In 1930, for example, 39.4 per
oent of the Negro population wes living in urban areas as ocompared te
84.7 per cent of the white populstion. The recurrent years of drouth
during the decsde from 1930 to 1940 served to drive large numbers of
persons of both reces from the farms of the state. However, the pro-
bebilities are that, whereas many of the white farm families left the
sbate, a large proportion of FNegro farm families migrated from the farms
to the towns and ¢ities within the state, The extreme diffioulty in
finding jobs in northern cities during thils decade of dapresaia# served
a8 & deberrent to meny Negroes who otherwise would have left the estate.

& smaller proportion of Oklahoma Hegroes live on the farms then
live in the towns in Oklshoma. According to the 1940 census, 89,158
Hegroes lived in urban commnities, while only 79,806 lived in rural
aress, Purthermore, there is considerable concentration of Negrees in
several oitles as indieabed by the faoct that im 1040, 5l.1 per ocent of
all Hegro urban dwellers lived in the six prineipal citles of the state,

Approximately one-tenth of sll Oklahoma Negroes wore living in Oklaw va
homa City in 1940. Purthermore Negroes constituted nesrly one~tenth of
the total population of Oklahoma City at the same time. In 1880 Oklahoma
City had a population of 4,151 people, of whom only 278, or 6.7 per cent
were Negroes. The popnlation in 1800 wes 10,087, and there wers 1,219

Hegroes. This was 12.1 per cent of the total population, or almost twice
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TABLE II

POPULATION OF OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLANOMA BY DECADEST

e Total Populaf?gzsr Negro ‘ | Pe§s§:2t
1890 4,151 278 8.7
1800 10,037 1,219 12.1
1910 64,206 6,546 10.2
1920 91,288 8,241 9.0
1930 185, 889 14,062 7.9

1940 204,424 19,844 0.5

?Infqpméiion secured Irom the United Btates Census reporits for the
years indicabted.
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as large a percentage as in 1860. By 1810 the population of Oklahoms
City was 64,208 of which 6,546, or 10.2 per cent was Negro. In 1820 the
Hegro population was 8,241, or nine per cent of the total population.
The Negro population growth Peiled to kesp pace with the white growth
during the next decade., In 1080 there were 185,389 psrsous in Oklahoma
City. Of these 14,682 or 7.9 per cent were Hegroes. By 1940 the
population of Oklahoma City had risen to 204,424. 2ha Negro population
at that time was 15,344, or 8.5 per éﬂux of the ta%gl.populatlan.

From 1890 o 1800 Oklahome City inérmuswﬂ in population over 140 p«r\\xx
oent. The next decade, however, was the peried of the greatest incresse f
in population that Oklahioma City has experienced. The total population ;
inoreased almost 540 per cent and Kegro population ingreassed 508 per |
gent. Prom 1810 to 1920 the bapulatian inereased only 42 per cent, while
from 1820 %o 1330 it incressed 103 per cvent, There was sn increanse of ]
only & little over 10 per cent from 1930 to 1940, 107 9 anl

Statistics on the population since 1940 have oanly been estimates.

The Oklahoumam City Chamber of Commerce in Maroh, 1943, estimated the
total population of preater Oklshoma City as 283,340, and the Negro
population as approximately 25,000, or 9.5 per cent.

Offieials of the Hegro Chamber of Commerce eatimated that during
florld War II, over 5,000 Negroes moved inte Uklanoma Clty from sastern
Oklahoma. They believe that posaibly 4,000 of these imigrants have
remained in Okluhoma Olty.

The Negro population is comncentrated largely in wards two and three.

In thess two sards, 80.7 per cent of the totel Hegro population of Oklae
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TABLE 111

PER CENT INCHEASE IN TOTAL POPULATION AND NEORO
POPULATION IN OXLANOMA, 1860.18409

Decade Par Cent of Increass

Total Population Wegro Populntion
1890.1800 200.4 111.4
1800-1910 108.6 147.1
1910-1920 22,3 8.5
1920.1930 : 17.1 15.8

1830-1840 028 decreasse <018 decrease

Binformation secured from the United States Census reports for the
years indicated,



TABLE IV

DIBTRIDUTIOR OF THE POPULATION BY RACE IR SIX
OKLANOMA COMMUNITIES, 194

Semusxiy Moo FURRIROE. Yagrs g
Muskogee 22,832 25,756 8,598 20,4
Ok 1goe 16,081 12,392 5,659 22.7
Ponoa {ity 18,794 15,744 850 6.0
Shawnee ' 22,083 21,008 1,045 4.7
Talsk 142,187 127,008 15,151 ' 10,8
Oxlahona City 204,404 185,080 12, 544 G4

Oraformstion secursd from the United States Cemsus reporis.
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homs Glby 1ived in 154020
A study of the Negro population of Oklehoma City on the basis of

sex distribution reveals u slight preponderance of females. In 1040,
for example, there were $98 more females than males in the Wegro popula-
tion. This tendency toward a prepondersnce of females in the Negro pop-
ulation in Oklahoma City, however, merely conforms to & falrly general
gituation throughout the country as a whole. Whereas males tend %Yo
predominate in rural populations, females prodominate in urban populaw
tions. The relatively greater job opportunities for women in urban
areas regardless of race has caused a greater migration of women to

cities then nmen,

105 . Harvey Kerns, A Study of the Social and Eoounomic Conditions of
the Negro Populstion of Dklshoms City, Uklehoms, Heport prepared for the
Wational Urban League Commmity Helations rrojeot, 19045, (mimeopraphed),
168,
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TABLE V

DISTRIBUTION OF THE POPULATION OF
BY RACR AWD SEX IN 184

TAHOMA CITY
o

Par Cent by Race

411 Clas Bhit LY Foher i B

863 thite Hogro Others Wilte ‘ﬁogro e
Total 204,424 184,716 19,844 %65 80.4 9.8 o2
¥ale 88,774 0,413 9,175 188 B0.& D8 “h
Fenale 105,850 05,2907 10,171 133 80.2 B.8 4

111a£armntiun secured from the United Ztates

Census reporis.



CHAPTER IV
BOONOMIC PORCES IW THE COMMURITY

Sinoe the time of the Hmancipation Proolamation i1t has been diffi.
oult for Hegroes to find employment in competition with the white pop-
ulation. This condition has given rise %o the well lmown aphorism,
"Megroes are always the last to be hired and the first to be fired”.

In Harch, 1940, of all employed Negro men in the United States,
62.2 per cent were farmers, farm laborers, and day laborers. Only 28.5’
per cent of the employed white men in the United Slates were in these i
classifications. Approximately B.0 per cent of all employed Hegro men
were engaged in proraaaional, ae&i—yraf&saiﬁn&l, proprietary, managerial,
clerioal and sales ocoupations. Thirty per cent of the white men were
in these occupations. B8killed oraftsmen represented 15.6 per gent of
employed white men and only 4.4 per cent of thu employed Negro men,
loras then 50 per cent of the Hegro orafltsmen were carpenters, mechanios,
 painters, plasters, cement finishera, and nasons.

Almost 70 per cent of employed Negro women in the United States
ware sngaged in service ocoupations. Only 22.4 per csent of employed
white women were engaged in service ocoupations. Clerical and sales
workers constituted almosi 33 per sent of employed white women, bub

only sbout 1.0 per cent of smployed Negro women. Almost 16 per cent of

29
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employed Negro women, and only about 2.0 per cent of smployed white
women were farmers or farm laborers.l

The employment situation for Negro men and women changed somewhat
during World War II. The provisions of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's
executive order setting up the Committee on Fair Employment Practlce
forbade discrimination in employment of workers in defense industries
or governmeni agencies because of race, oreed, color, or national origin.
Many Wegroes found employment in skilled positions that had previously
been held only by white persons. Hegro women also found their first
opportunity to obtain employment on a broad basls in industry and as
clerical workers.

In Oklshoma City in 1940 there were 89,176 persons in the labor
force. Of these, 10,599 were Hegroes, §,763 males and 4,706 females.
The unemployed, including both new snd experienced workers, totaled
10,088 persons. Of these, 1,891 were Negroes. There were 2,941 persons
engaged on emergency projects. OF these, 453 were egroes.?

Thus, 12 out of every hundred persons in the active labor force in
Oklahoma City in 1940 were Hegroes. Out of every 100 unemployed persons
seeking work in Okluhoma City in 1940, nineteen were Hegroes. Of every
100 persons engaged on emergency relief projests in Oklahoma City in
1940, fifteen were legroes.

In 1940, B.6 per cent of white employed workers in Oklahoma City

were in the professions. Only 3.8 per cent of the non~white employed

lplorence Murray (ed.), The Negro Handbook, (New York: Current
Reference Publications, 1944), 196.

au. 8. Bureau of Census, Sixteenth Census of the United States:1540,
The Labor Force, Vol. III, (Washingtont: Government Printing Of7ice), 982
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workers were in the professions. Only 0.4 per cent of the non-white
workers were in the semi-professional occcupations as compared to 1.4 per
cent of the white employed workers. Proprietors, mansgers, and officials
constituted 14.0 per cent of white employed workers, while only 2.4 per
cent of the non-white were in this eclass. Clerical and sales work
employed 31.3 per cent of the white workers, and only 2.2 per cent of
the non-white workers.®

Hore than 90 per cent of employed Hegro men and women in Oklahoma
City were engaped in domestic employment, personal service joba, and in
ungkilled labor., Of all gainfully employed Negro males, 70 per cent
were in the service and unskilled ocoupations, while only 8.0 per cent
of the gainfully employed white males were in this group.

Only 2.9 per cent of the employed white people in Oklshoms City in
1940 were in domestic service work, and only 8.8 per cent were in
service work other than domestio. NHowever, 40.1 per cent of employed
Negroes were in domestioc service work, and 29.8 per cent were in service
work other than domestic. The majority of the workers in domestic work
and other types of service reported annual incomes of less than $GO0.00.*
Of 9,000 women engaged in clerical and sales ccoupations in Oklahoma
ity in 1940, only 68, or slightly above 0.5 per cent were Negroes.

Not only have>§egraas been employed in the least secure and lowest
paid occupations, but with the exception of the labor shortage during
HWorld War II, there has been continual unemployment among the Wegroes of

Oklshoma City.

81bid., p. 889.

‘Ksrns,_gg. eit., p. 17.
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The Labor Market Analyists of the Oklahoma Division of the United
States Employment Service mmintain continual estimates on employment
conditions throughout the United Btates. Thelr estimates are based on
traffioc and reception contacts in the loeal employment offices, on the
number of elaims filed for unemployment compensgabicn, and on informstion
obtained from employers. In July 1940, it was officially estimated that
there were 13,000 unenployed persons in Oklahons City. Of these, 2,850,
or 18 per cent, were Negroes. During the pesk of War smployment there
wore only 3,000 unemployed personsg in Oklshowa City. Of these 300, or
ten per cent, were Negroes.

In Februery, 1946, there was estimated to be more unemployment in
Oklahoma City than there was in 1940. However, the percentage of un-
employment is probably not as high since Oklahoma City has increased in
population approximately by 20 per cent since that time, Unemployment
for February, 1946, was estimated at 15,000 persons. Of these 1,500
were Negroes. Unemployment among Hegroes secounted for only 10 per
oent of the btotal un@mployﬁan% in contrast to 18 per cent in 1840,

It is believed that this improvement in the employment pleture is
a temporary phenomenon., Kegroes were the last hired in loecal defense
industriea. A% the peak of employment, only 7.0 per cent of those
employed in war werk were Negroes. The majority of the ﬁsgrces found
employment in positions which white persons had left in order to acoept
the higher paying defense jobs. After the defeat of Japan, persons
employed in defense work were suddenly thrown out of employment. kany
have refused to go back to the lower paying jobs which they left. The

Wegro was not affected ss seriously by the closing of the defense plants.
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That fsct accounts for his temporary adventage. One government estab-
lishment is still employing a large number of Negroes. It was reported
that this plant will probably be releasing many of its employees soon.

During Hovember, 1345, Negroes filied only 7.0 per oent of the
unemployment compensation elaims filed in Oklehoma City. Hegro women
£iled 8.0 per sent of those filed by women. Negro women are not retiring
from the labor market as rapidly as are white women.

Bince the defeat of Japan the Branch Office of the United States
Bmployment Service has been very busy taking claims for unemployment and
Pinding new jobs for displeced workers. During Pebruary 1946, reception
contacts at the main office of the employment service totaled 37,800.
The branch office which serves only colorsd people had 35,300 reception
contaots. During the first three weoks of March 1946, the branch office
had 2,507 contactas. These {igures, of course, do not indicate the
number of unemployed in the community since there are many duplications
smong them.

Not many Negro workmen belong to labor unions. Labor unions in
Oklahome City are new., The largest and most effective unions with which
Hogrovs are identified are the packing house and sirerafi locsls. &%
the Douglas plant 1,500 Negroes were affiliated with the Congress of
Industrial Organization. The Douglas plant wes closed at the end of
the war, and thoe unions are no longer effective. It reported to be
diffioult to organise Wegroes in labor unions with white workers in
Oklahoma City. It is even more diffioult to organisze separate locals
in some of the orafts because of the small number of MNegro artlsans,

In December, 1943, thirty-one labor unions in the United Slates



TABLE VI

ESTIMATES OF UNDUPLOYMENT BY RACE, OKLAHOMA
CITY, OKLAKOWA AT STATED PERIODSS

Total Unemployment Unemploysd Negroes

July 1948 3,000 300
February 1946 15,000 1,800

sﬁaaed on offiolal estimates of labor market analyists of the
United States Bmployment Service, Oklahoma Division, Uklshoma City,
Oklahoma.
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were known to discriminate against Negro workers by exclusion or re=
strictions upon their membership. None of these orgeniszations was
affiliated with the Congress of Industrial Organization. Twenty were in
the American Pederation of Labor, and eleven were independent or une
affiliated. In the fall of 1943 the total Negro membership in trade
unions in the United Stutes was estimated to be slightly in excese of
400,000,8

The recommendations of the National Urban League Study in regard to
employment a8 reported te the advisory committee on Ootober 15, 1946,
were &s follows:

1. That the committee, or & sub-committee of its choosing, confer
with representatives of the city administration, and with stabe
and federal officials in an effort to broaden employment oppor-
tunities for Negroes in the varlous publiely-supported departments.
Since Negroes must share in the maintenance of the variously
publiely-supported institutions, it is reasonable to expect that
they be permitted to share in job opportunities for which they may
be qualified by formal training and experience.

2. That the committee, with the cooperation of other groups in-
terested in basie faotors in better race relations, urge the
various public utilities to liberalize their employment policies
with reference to Hegrees.

8. That the committee and other interested groups urge upon the
Oklahoms Railway Company the employment of Negro bus operators and
the removal, in the interest of peaceful race relations and good
public polisy, of white female personnel now operating in the Hegro
sections,.

4, That the Negro Chamber of Commerce, churches, and civie groups
urge qualified Megroes to take civil service examinations parti-
cularly for the positions of postal olerks and carriers. These
groups should accept the responsibility for obtaining and dis-
geminating information concerning such examinations and should
devise means for following the progress towards appointment of
eligible Negro candidates.

smrl’ﬁy, 22" Q;t-' P 203,
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B. That the support of the Negro Chamber of Commerce, churches, and
civic groups be enlisted to sponsor a broad program of education on
the obligations, duties, and responsibilities of Hegro workers.

8. That the committoe address itself to a program of seeking addie
tional opportunities inm public and private employment, especlally
for Negro youth for whose training the educational system has ine-
vested considerable funds.

7. That & closer relationship be maintained betwesn the central

employment office and its Hegro branch Yo assure the employment of
a fair proportion of Hegroes during reconversion.’

Hegro Professional People

Of 4,207 male persons in professional and semi-professional work in
Oklahoma City in 1940, only 180, or 3.9 per cent, were Hegroes. Iinis-
ters and teachers headed the llst of professlons in which Negro men were
engaged. There were 1l Hegro physiolans, five dentists, three pharmacists
and five lewyers. In July 1945, there were 175 Negroes in the professions
in Oklshoms City. In this list were 101 teachers, 38 ministers, 12
physicians, six social workers, five nurases, five attorneys, two dentists
and two librerians. These persons could be considered as working above
the ™fegre job ceiling®”, but with the exceptions of the physicians, who
have & few Mexloan and white patients, they were working entirely within
their own racial group.

A Hegro nurses' unit at the University of Oklahoma Hospital began
functioning in September, 1945, when the now wing for Negro patients was
completed. There are zeven graduate nurses employed in this unit. In

Pebruary, 1946, eight Negro murses were accepted for their fimal cadet

7&01‘:13. _?_E,‘ Oi_-ttg Poe 168,
85ixteenth Census of the U. 8.: The Labor Force, op. oit., p. 888.
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TABLE VII

NEGRO PROFESSIONAL WORKERS IN
OKLAHOMA CITY I¥ 1946°

Profession Humber
Teachers 101
Ministers $8
Physicians 12
Socianl VWorkers 8
Kurses 6
Attorneys b
Dentists 2
Librarians 2
Total 178

gxﬂrnﬂy _?2. Gitﬁg Do 86,
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training under the supervision of the school of nursing at the hospital.
Before this plun was institubed an opinion from the State Attorney
General was received to the effect thet much a plan is mot in vielatien
of the separate schools statute.

The twelve Wegro physiciane in Oklshoms City are not allowed to
treat their own patients in any hospital except the one that is used
only by NHegroes. The Negro physicians as yet have not been able to
treat their own patients in the new Negro wing of the University Hospital,
but it iz expected that they will be allowed to do so in the future. The
Negro physiciane and dentist have their own nedical mgsopciation.

Look of opportunity to practice in modern hospitals is thought 40
work to the disadvantage of the Negro physiclans. B8everal of them have
get up their own clinios. During the war thelr practice hame been heavy.
A few of the physiciens report that they treat white patlents who
occasionally come to them.

Many of the Hegro people employ white physiclans when they can be
obtained, One Wegre man stated that, "The people from the extreme
South will go %o the colored dootors even though they wmay not be as
well trained as the white dooctors. They think that the white man will
charge too much."

Oklahoma City has five Negro lawyers. The entire state of Alabaua
only had four Negro lawyers in 1930. Of all the Regro lawysrs reported
ag practicing in the United States in 1930, 69.8 per cent were in
Washington, Chicago, Boston, Detroit, St. Louls, Hew York City, Cleve-
land, Oklshoma City, Pittsburgh, Los Angeles, Indienapolis, and Kansas

City. The State of Oklahoma had &3 Negro lawyers in 1930, compared %o
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twenty in Texas, sixteen in Arkensas, eight in Louisiens, six in
Mississippi, six in Kentucky, and twenby-seven in North Carolina,l0

Negro lawyere of Oklahoma Clty are considered quite succesaful.
Maoh of thelr business involves oil proporties. There are many Hegroes
in Oklahoma City who receive modest royalties on commmity or blosk oil
contracte. There wera meny court proceedings involving the property of
Negroes on the Bastside when the oil field was developed through that
distrioct. Negro lawyers do not appesr In gourt frequently. Their
practice is largely with petty lisigations, the drawing up of papers
for sale and trensfer of property, snd the handling of insursnce, loans,
reats, and income taxes for their cem people,

The teschers in the seperste schools complain aboud not receiving
ag large salariss as the teachers in the white scliools. The Fatlonal
Asasocintion for the &dvmm&nt of Colored People pluns to etart a drive
for the equalization of salaries of teachers. However, in Oklahome City
there is confusion on this point, The salaries are seaid bto be not
exactly unequal, bub uneven. A& few Negro teachers are said %o be pald
more then the white teachers.

Thirbty-sicht ninisters are pastors of churches affiliated with
recognized religious organizations. lowever, there are flfty-three
ohurches in the community. The ministers enjoy the best relstions with
the white commmity of all professional groups. Negro ministers are
often close friends with ministers in the white community. Bometimes they

£i11 the pulpite in the white churches, and they work with white ministers

v Ogorter G. Woodson, The Hegro Professional Man and the Community
(kashingtons The Association for the Study of Hegro Life and History, Imc.,
1934), 181,
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in the Council of Churches.
0f the six soolal workers in the community btwe are asubers of the
Ameriocan Assooiation of Social Workers, znd one other ls eligible for
membearahip.
One profession which is not listed in the census report 1ls lortune
telling. Several poopla im the commnity earn substantlal incomes from

telling fortunes. Their clientele is composed mostly of white women.

Negro Business

The Negro business men sssumes a position of coneiderable indepen=
dence of white dominance. Here is an opportunity for the race to develop
its own finencinl structure and to creste jobs and weslth for its own
use.

In the United States in 1989, there were 29,827 Hegro owned stores
which provided employment for 10,222 full time peid amployaes; In addi-
tion there were 29,116 sctive proprietors. Employment thus totaled
42,894, not inoluding unpeid femily workers. The payroll btotaled
$6,3868,000 for employees not including compensation to proprietors.

Bating and drinking places accounted for the greatest number of
Negro stores in the United States. Such establishments composed 42.8
per sent of all Negro owned stores. Food stores were second in impor-
tance, acoounting for 37 per cent of all Negro esteblishments. These
two groups accounted for 78.3 per cent of all Negro owned stores .12

There has been considersble business development in the Fegro

commmities of Oklahoma City. GSome of this has heen from Negro capital

l%drr&yp 32& Gitl’ Pe 148
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m;hd'manugummnt. However business development has been hampered by a lack
of sufficient capital and complete dependence on the white financial
structure for eredit and banking. Those Negroes who have the confidence
of the white financiers of Oklahoms City are at an advaniage over those
who do not have such connections., Business establishments owned and
operated by Negroes consist largely of restaurants, barber shops,
eleaning and pressing shops, pool halls, and other service establishments.
The types of Wegro business which appear to be sound investments and
cparah@ﬁ on good business prinoiples are the drug stores, grocery stores,
and theatres.

Other larger Negro business firas include the Jay-Cola Bottling
rﬁampany. This is one of the few Negro-owned and operated firme of ite
kind in the United States. The RBdwards Serap Iron and Junk Yard is
reported to have made a fortune for its owner. He has subsequently
gone into the real estate bDusiness. The junk yard normally émploysa two
hundred Negro and white workers. The Merchantile Hample Company has
been operating for forty years in Oklshoma City, It is a Negro-owned
company which furnishes booths and arranges displays for salesmen, It
has offices downtown. The ABC Texi Company is a Negro-operated company,
but is owned by a white firm.

In October, 1945, there were 194 Nepro-opersted business establish-
ments in Oklahoma City. Of these, 69 or 36 per cent were eating houses.
There were no departient storss, banks, investment f{irms, book stores,
or variety stores operated by Negroes in Oklahoma City. There was one
store that is in the second-hand clothing business.

Forty-six of these business establishments are in the vieinity of



TABLE VIII

HEGRO-OPERATED BUSINESS ESTAELISH%E§§S IN
OKLAHOMA CITY IN OCTOBER 1946

Type of Business Humber Type of Business Humber
Auto repair shops 6 Manufactures 1
Barbecue 14 Wusic stores 1
Barber shopes il Hewspeapers 1
Beverage MHamufactures 1 Hews stand 1
Cafes 45 Nobtary public 12
-Glaannra and tallors 12 Photographers 2
Confectionaries 4 Plumbers 6
Drug stores b Poultry dealers 1
Electric shops 2 Service station 7
Florists 1 8hoe repair shops 8
FPuneral Homes b Shoe rebuilding parlors 4
Grocers 80 Taxiocabs 1
Hardware i Theatres 1
Junk dealers 1 Transfers 6
Landsospe gardeners 3 Upholsters 1
Lumber company i Hotels 2
Total 104

15&0&”!‘8. .O.EC cites peo 29
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‘the 300 block Bast Second Street. Thirty-three are in the collection
of business bulldings slong Bast Fourth Street in the viscinity of the
intersection at Laird Btreet.

A survey of fourteen restaurants on the Bastside revealed that they
had & total of 85 Negro employees. There were eighit cashiers and book-
keepers, all of whom were women, Eight men and 15 women were employed
a8 dishwashers, and nine men snd nineteen women were euployed as cooks.
There were three bus boys and twenty-one waitresses employed. Thie did
not include the proprietors and family workers.

Four Hegro gro&ery stores and two drug stores in the community were
found to hire a total of twenty-elght persons, not including proprietors.
Yhege included sales people, fountain help, ,pharﬁﬁciats; delivery men,
and cashiers, Four gerages and two service stations employed seven auto
mechanies, two body and fender men, one brake speciallst, one painter
and finisher, three tire service men and two clerks.

Business conditions were surmed up in the following statement by a
Hegro operator of a small business on the Enatside:

We do not experience any great difficulty or competition with
white businessuen. The grestest drawback te the young Hegro's
getting started in business 1s the attitude of the older Negro
leaders who are jealous. The fact that there are many white men
elther in business or owning business establishments in the Hegro
distriet limits the opportunities of Hegroes who are not allowed
to do business outaide their own district. If we are not allowed
$o do business in & white distriet, it would seem only right that
white and Jewish persons should not be orowding Negroes out of
business.

A few older Negroes own &ll the business houses and loontions
and thoy will not fix them up nor enlarge them, yet they charge

. us three or four times as much for our locations as we would have
to pay even downtown. There is very little oapital down here and

the real estate values have risen so much higher than the value
of the property that it leaves the younger men ab & disadvantage.
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TABLE IX

LARGER WEGRO BUSINESS DIBTRICTS

Type of Busineses Bast Second District EBast Pourth Distriot

Restaurants
Pool halls
Theatres

Undertakers

8
4@
|
Grocery Stores 2
2
Barber shops 4

2

Drug stores

2

Shoe shops

Radlo shops
Presoription shops
Olenners

Hot dog stand
Photo shops

Second hand clothing
Cloek repair and jewelry
Hewspapers

Hotels

Bars

Beauty shops

OWFOOOQO&’&HWNH&!NNN#HN@

3
¢

3

O

3

0

. Garage 2
1

1

A

2

&

1

1

Husic stores

L
e

Total _ 46
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The Hegro real sstate wen have prevented housing development or
the opening up of restriocted districts in order to create these
extromely crowded conditious which allow rents to be so high.

Business leadership is poor, and there is such a lack of capital
and & lack of trust that the property owners can dictate to the
businese operators. There is no branching out into other lines of
business.

I think the fact that the Hegro real sstate men and unethiocal
white real estate operators have hindered the development of Negro
business should be exposed.

A white man who has been in business on the Easteide for twenty-
five years stated that he has had no trouble doing business in that
district. When he located there it was a white district. Hegroes have
taken over inm the last {ifteen years. He has found that white olerks
are not good at working mmong the Hegroes. He says that white men can-
not understand the ¥egro talk. He has no trouble with educated Hegroes,
but he has difficulty with the illiterates. Many of them camnot pro-
nounce names and cannot tell what they want. e believes that he can-
not afford to do a oredit business. "If they owe you fifteen cents you
never see them again and you lose their business. We have some of the
finest people you could find anywhere down here, though."

The Hegro Chamber of Commerce has two thousand members. It is
composed of persons in the community whe can be persusded to pay their
one dellar membership fee. Its aims and purposes are not clearly

defined, It hss nc records of the number or types of Negro business

sstablishmente.



CHAPTER V
SOCIAL FORCES IN THE COMMUNITY

The factors of education, religion, velunbtary organizations,
recreation, the press, and commercial recreation all reflect the in-
fluence of the marginal economic sufficiency which was desoribed in the
preceding chapter. These factors although not independent of the
economic conditions in the community, exercise an influence on the

commmnity life.

Education

The First Territorisl Legislative Assembly provided for e system of
separate schools for Negroes. In the eleotion held in April, 1891, to
dotermine whether or not therse should be separate schools in Oklahoma
County six hundred votes were caste snd only one hundred parsons voted
for mixed schools. The Pirst Legislative Assembly alse provided that
those counties which had voted to establish separate schools should have
& tax levied by the board of commissioners, which would be sufficient to
maintain such schools. The general plan set up by the legislature in the
Oklahoma school laws specifioally states that the schools for white and

colored shall be separate, but with impartial facilities for both.l

1ﬁildrad M. Crossley, "A History of the Negro Schools of Oklahoma
0ity, Oklahoma” (Unpublished thesis, University of Oklahoma, 1939), 2.

46
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The first Negro school in Oklshoma City started in March of 1881,
It wag housed in an old two-room cmmp house, in an abandoned wagon yard,
located on the corner of Heno and Earvay.sﬁraata. J. D. Bandolph was
the first teacher. He remained as prinecipal of the colored school for
several years. V

In the school year 1945~46 there were 87,752 pupils enrolled in the
public schools of Oklahoma City. Of these 34,708 were whites and 3,046,
or 8.0 per gent, were colored. There are seven elementary schools, one
Jjunior-senior high school, and 102 teachers in the separate school
aystem of Oklshoma City.

The building for the Douglass High School was constructed in 1934
at & cost of §219,169.42.° It was built with sections planmed for the
following departments: art, dramatics and debate, medical clinie,
auditorium, social science, beauty oculture, library, trades division
ineluding brick laying, woodwork, plastering, housepainting, barbering,
mechanics, and vocational agriculture. The high school stadium was
constructed two blocks from the school on the Washington Park site.

Penchers in the separate schools must be graduantes of an acoredited
university or college. Douglaas Tilgh School was accepted as & member of
the North Central Association of Secondary Schools in 1938,

Two separate ourriﬁula.ure set up in the senior high school; the
college-preparatory and the trades-arts. The college~preparatory
curriculum is provided for the students who desire formal subjeots, such

as English, foreign language, sclence, history and mathematics. The

axhidl_ Pe 47,



TABLE X

RUMBER OF TEACHERS AND ENROLLMENT IN SCHOOLS FQR WEGRO
CHILDREN IK OKLAHOMA CITY IN MARCH 1946

Hame of School Humber of Teachers Humber of Pupile
Douglas High 8chool 39 1,074
Dunbar 25 776
Page 23 617
Oroherd Park & 169
Carver 2 141
Wheatley 3 101
Bdwards 3 a7
Chootaw 3 81
Total 102 ' 3,046
3

Current records of the Research Division, Oklahoms City Board of
Bducation.
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trades-arts ourrioulum is provided to train students who plan to enter
Sunin»nu or industry after graduation from high school,

During recent years the Douglas High School hss sponsored numerous
extra-gurricular activities for its students. Orchestras, bands and
glee clubs are sponsored. Athletics ineclude football, basketball, track,
‘una other sporta. The school week is divided in%e five extra-curricular
sotivity periods of thirty minutes eash. Two of these are homeroonm
periods, two are club pericds, and one is for assembly.

A night school for adults has operated at Douglas High School sinece
1822. 1% was closed for four years during the depression but was re-
opened in 1988. Bach year new courses are added to meet the needs of
the publie. Aoademic subjeots, home soonomics, and trades are taught.
"The school makes an especial appeal to those adults who feel they are
Just & little short on %hair'épalling end writing,"%

The mﬂﬁh@d of financing of separate schools by the County presents
the problem of uniformity with the city-financed white schools. PFollow-
ing an intensive survey by specialists who were hired by the Board of
Education, a separate school bond Lfassue of $700,000,00 was recommended
to equalize the systems.

In Eaaaﬁbor. 1948, the County voted this amount to be spent for
repairs and additions to present bulldings, inecluding Douglas, Carver,
Dunbar, Edwards, Orchard Park, and Immen Page schools, and also for the
building of two neighborhood schools. One of these is to be located

east of the Banta Pe rallroad and one west of the Santa Fe railroad.

_ #%31ack Dispatch, Beptember 24, 1938.
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The program aleo oalls for the building snd equipping of a vocational
technical school to be locmted in the eastern part of Oklahoma City.

Higher education for Oklahoma Negroes is provided at Langston
University, forty miles frowm Oklahoma City. Negroes desiring to do
graduste work which is not offered at Lengston University recelve
financial assistance from state funds to atbend institutions in other
states. During the present semester & Hegro girl wae refused admiittance
to the University of Oklahoma Law School because the Oklahoms statutes
 prohibits Hegroes and whites from attending the same schools. The
Hational Assoclation for the Advancement of Colored People ie at
present starting court proceedings to determine the aanstituﬁimﬁality

of t&is Oklshons astatube.

School Attendance

"a slightly smaller proportion of Hegroes than of the general pop-
ulation attend aschool. 4s shown on Table XI, all age groups with the
exception of the fourteen year old group, show s larger percentage in
gsohool in the general population than is found among the Hegroes. The
proportion of those fifteen years of sge in attendance among the general
population is only slightly higher than for the Negro zroup. However,
the &e@line in the proportion of Hegro children in sttendance from
fifteen to twenty four was more proncunced than for the general popula-
tiwn; ‘

Of a total of 210 trusnoy cases in the Oklshoma City Schools during
one semester of the 1944~-45 school year, 92 were of whites and 108 were

of Negroes. Thus 5l.4 per cent of all the children guilty of Urusncy
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TABLE X1

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IN OKLAHOMA CITY IN 1940 BY RACE®

Age Fumber Attending : Percent Attending

All Classes Hegro All Classes Hegro
5 - 24 yrs. 40,326 5,645 80.0 56.2
6 yrse. 1,278 118 40.7 37.6
6 yrs. 2,629 236 87.1 83.7
7 -8 yrs. 8,811 820 97.2 96.1
10 « 13 yrs. 12,208 1,208 87.4 96.4
14 yrs. 3,055 307 95,2 E95.&
15 yrs. 2,911 286 98.8 §2.0
16 -« 17 yrs. 4,821 413 78.7 69.2
18 -« 19 yra. 2,631 " 108 35.6 28.8
20 yrs. 667 28 17.9 14.0
21 - 24 yrs. 1,116 36 7.2 2.4

By, 3. Burean of Census, Sixteenth Census of the United States:
1940. Population, Vel. II (Washington: Government Printing Office), 931.
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were colored. This abmormally high percentage of Negro truancy has been
atbtributed to & mumber of different csuses. Insufficient clothing, 1ll-
ness, lack of bus fare and lunch meney, and a widespread feeling of
futility were causes sugpested by the Urban lLeague Cmse Work Gonsultant.®
The Urban League Group Work Consultant, after confering with the two
Hegro Attendance officers, vame to the conelusion that the csuses ine
oluded situations in which both father and mother were working, broken
homes where the wother is the sole breadwinumer, and the influence of
commercial reoreation. "Attendence officers, as do juvenile division of
the poliee department feel that there should be an ordinance regulating
admission of children to ploture shows during school hours, and betber
protestion under labor laws for ohildren,"’

8cheol officials also pointed out that in certain areas transporta~
tation facilities for school children have been completely lacking. Until
a few weeks ago Hglnut Grove was such an sree. At present a school bus
piocks up colored and white children and returns them after school., It
was reported thet at first the white and Wegro children were not seg-
rogated on the bus. VWhen a now driver requested that the colored
children sit in the back, his request was complied with only after some

protest from all the children.

6Ewell L. Newman, Report on the Pield Experiences of the Case VWork
Consultant in Oklahonma Uiy, Oklahoma, 5&te§§r 18, 1045, to Hovember 2,
1645, Prepared for the Hational Urban League Community Helstions Pro-
Joot. (Unpublished), 24. g

7Ethe1 R. Clark, Report on Group Work and Reoreation in Oklshoma
City, Oklahoma, ?repnrza for the ﬁatgonnl Urban League Community fola-
tions Project. (Unpublished Report, November 2, 1945), 14.




63

Parent Teacher Asscclation

The Parent Teacher Asscciations of the separate sochools are reported
‘ﬁo be very ineffective as indicated by the following statement: "For a
long time they have been dying & slow death, but recently a Parent
Teacher Assocliation Council has been organiged, and it is expected to
give new 1ife to the progran®, was the comment of & school official. It
is considered a significant indication of the unstable family 1ife of
the community that just a few parents can be persuaded to attend the
Parent Teacher Asscciation meetings. This situation is explained in
part by the fact that many parents worked during the war years.

In the pre-war years the Dunbar Parent Tencher Assoolation was
tuneﬁianing and was oognizant of school needs. The organization bought
a giuna, a motion ploture machine, cafeteria equipment, and somse
shrubbery. The Oklahoma City Parsent Teacher Associations are not yet
meeting membership requirements of the Oklahoma Association of NHegro

Parent Teucher Associatiouns.

Violation‘gg L&w

Adverse envirommental factors which have been pointed out in the
previous chapter are determinante in the problems of orime and juvenile
delinguency. "These inolude unwholesome home conditions, lack of
opportunity for wholesome recreation, environmentel ills and luck of
stringent commercial recreation laws., Closely associuted with these
causes are school maledjusiment problems, broken homes, indifferent

parents, and a lack of adequate moral and religious training."8

a‘%ﬂ'ﬂﬂ; op. cites, pe 85
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There are 211 police officers on the Oklahome City Police force.
Eleven of these are Negroes of whom six are patrolmen, four are deteo-
tives, aund one is & juvenile officer. They operate primarily in the
Hegro commmities. Their powers are limited to the arrest of Negro
offenders. It is the belief of the police department that ivs etaffl of
colored officers is umusually effiecient. There are no probation officers.

The principal offenses for which Hegroes were srrested in 1944
were drunkenness, disorderly conduct, vagrancy, and gembling. The
me jority arrested were for minor offenses. Serious crimes provided
7.6 per cent of total arrests. During the week of Harch 14 through
March 20, 1946, & tobtal of £19 arrests were made by the Oklahowa City
Police Depertment. Of these 70, or 18.2 per cent, were Negroes. During
thié~wuak a8 many arrests of colored persons were made outside the
distriet under study as wers made in it. Areas of considerable police
activity during this period included u Meygro rcoming house and collec~
tions of small) Negro businesses in the unit bloeck on West Californie
aocross {ron the Senta Fe Depot. Vagrancy and immoral conduct accounted
for 23 arrests. Drunkenness, disorderly conduot, possession of whiskey,
assualt and battery, and assualt with a deadly weapon were the charges in
28 #rroats. Ruaning stop signs, speeding, and improper brakes caused
11 arrests, while larceny, lmpersonating an officer, and violation of
the fire ordinence resulted in eight arrests. Two Negroes were arrested
for having possession of pambling aevigss.
» Crime appears %o be closely relaved to the typé of commercial
reoreation that can be found on the Eastside. "Thirteen and fourteen

year old girls frequent public dances and patronize beer taverns and
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OPFENSES CHARGED ACGAINST SEVENTY WEGROBS ARRESTED BY THE

DELANOMA CITY PGLIUE‘BH&INGQ& PERIOD
OF OHE WREX IN 1946

Offense Humber Charged with this (ffense
Vagrancy 16
Drunkenness 11
Disorderly Conduct 1
Running stop-sign Y
Posseasion of whiskey 6
Larceony 4
Occupying snd elinic 3
Assualt and battery 2
Fire ordinance 2
Pospession of gambling devices 2
Improper brakes A 8
Speeding 2
Vagranay-prostitution 8
Indecent exposure 1
Larceny of bleycle 1
Vagranoy-pinp 1
Impersonating officer 1
Agsault with deadly weapon 1
Total 70

Qﬁuily Bookings Record, Oklahoma City Police Department, Harch 14 -

20, 1946,
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other chesp commercial places, There are two white policewomen but ne
ﬁcgrarpuzianuwmuﬁ. henoe there is no supervision er eontrol ss Lo conduct
or age of aduittance of youmg girls to public dances. The only control
exerted by the police officers is keeping fights to a,minimum.”lg

There were no homicides among the Negroes during the week under
sbtudy, but it is not umusual to see news stories of shootings and street

fights in the Black Dispstoh that never appear in the Uklahoma City Times

end the Daily Oklshoman. The fromt page of the Pebruary 28, 1846, issue

of the Black Dispatch ourried two such stories: "A 88-calibre revolver

shot in the head ended an argument over the playing of Louls Jordan's

juke box hit, 'Busz Me, Baby', in the Blue Front beer tavern, 600 bloeck
North Bast Pirst, lete Saturday night. . % and "Death by stabbing with
an ios piok was the aubopsy on the death of 2éwyeareold Te-= leww, who

NN

was found dend near 306 North Fast First early Tuesday morning.

duvenile Delinquenoy

The Juvenile Division of the Oklshoma City Poliee Department was
established in May, 1948, Prior to this, juveniles were handled through
the regulsr police department. Eleven officers, including two women and
ene Negro, work with the Juvenile Division.

Formerly officers took first offenders and those guilty of only
minor offenses home in police cars, and the parents attention was called
o the ohild's misbehavior. During 1946 and 1948 the police have been
bringing in all pick-ups to police headquarters. Parents are then

notified to come to the juvenile office.

1001ark, op. gites pe 14
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All juvenile offensmes of & serious nature are handled through the
Oklahoma County Juvenile Court. The Oklshoms statutes provide that a
delinquent child shall not be trested as a criminal, but as & misguided
or misdirscted child., For this purpose the Oklahoma County Juvenile
Court is set up %o handle juvenile cases in the following menner: "Come
munity resources are cheoked for additionsl information. Case workers
meke avery effort to obtain & complete pleture of the underlying cause
and possible remedy of the probleme of the child. Bwery effort is made
to work out a plan‘fbr the child with the pearents or relstives to pre-
vent repetition of diffioulty. If medical aid is neceded, it is provided
through available resources. If i% is apparent that the child needs
additional correction beyond what can be given in counseling and with
the help of parents, church, school and interested persons, a petition
is filed and a date for hearing is set. The child then appears before
the County Judge for I"inal disposition of the case."31

Detention facilities outside of the county jail are available for
white children and are used to avoid plaeing children in jail., There
are no detention facilitles for colored ohildren, and they are kept in
the jail when detention is necossary,

There is one Negro juvenile probation officer. He works principally
in the communiiy as he has no desk in the Juvenile Court Offices., The
white probation officers assist with the handling of the Wegro omses.

He believes that the court and the white people in general are more

ll@ha Council of Boeial Wglfure, Misbehaving Einars,.é_Survgl of
the Problems of Youth (Oklshoma City, August, 1945), 1, (limecsraphed).




TABLE XIII

JUVENILE DELINQUERCY CABES HAMDLED BY THE JUVENILE COURT
IN OKLAMOMA CITY FROM NOVEMBER 1, 1944 TO OCTOBER 21,
1945 BY RACB, SEX, AND RESIDENCELZ

Humber Percent

Hesident Non-lesident Wesident  lon-nesident
'ﬁhito boys 204 100 56.6 46.6
White girls 136 99 28,7 48.0
Hegro boys 56 6 10,8 2.9

Negro girls 45 i 8.1 0.5

sl Rep r% of the Juvenile Court of Oklahoma bauntg; Kovember
ta tober 51, 1944.
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TABLE X1V

OFFERSES CHARGED AGAINST NEGRO CHILDREN IN OKLAHOMA
CITY FOR THE PERIOD FROM HOVE §R 1, 1944
TO OCTOBER 81, 1946~

Of fense Humber

Disorderly Conduet B
Runaways 12
Burglary 11
Bieycle Theft 2
Purse Snatohing 2
Other Thelts : 14
Investigation 18
V&é&rél Disease 3
Spreading Venereal Disease 2
Escaping from Training School 10
Drunkenness 4
Destroying Property 2
Lolitering b
Truaney 8
8trong Arm Rebbery 3
Prostitution X
Assualt 1
Total 108
13

Ibid.
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sympathetic to Regro children in trouble, than they snre even toward white
6h£1dran, He has observed that white peopls are very kind to the indivie
dual Negro, but they absolutely refuse to accept the race as a whole.

During 1945 there were 18 colored boys SEné to the Uklahoma State
Training School for Negre Boys at Boley. There were five colored girls
sent to the Okleshoma State Training Schoel for Colored Girls at Taft.
Heither of these institutions have sooial workers or placement officers.
It frequently happens that young epople are released from the training
schools and are back inte trouble again befors the Juvenile 0ffice is
aware that they have been released.

From Hovember 1, iQ&é to Ogtober 81, 1945 there were 736 ocaces of
delinquency in the Oklshoma County Juvenile Court. Of these, 106, or 13
per éaat were Hegro cases. Since some children appesred before the
- gourt more than once, the total number of children involved was 651l. Of
these 91, or l4.1 per ocent were Hegroces.

The Juvenile Court also handles cases of dependency. During this
period there were 307 cases. Inocluded in these were 19 feeble minded
white children, and one fesbleminded colored child. Only four, or 1.3
per cent of the dependency cases were cclored. The secretary of the
juvenile court believes that the officials are not inelined to be ss
noncerned with white cases. During the early part of 1846 large numbers
of dependent and neglected children were referred to the court. It is
believed that this was in part due to the stopping of allotments after
the fathers have been discharged from the army. Eaﬁavar. not an
abnormally large proportion of these cases invelved Negro ohildren.

This may be related to the unusually large number of colored children
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TABLE ZV

DEPENDENCY CABES HAUDLED BY THE OKLANOMA CITY
JUVENILE COURT FOR THE YEAR ENDING OCTOBER
21, 1945 ACCORDING TG RACE AND Spxld

Kumber
White Boys 3 132
fihite Girls 152
Negro Boys 2
Hegro Girls : :

Total 287

Wipia,



82
who are receiving assistance from the aid to dependent children program,
In 1843 because of a large increase ln population and unsettled con-
ditions caused by the war, Oklshoms City had a large ineorease in the
number of juvenile offenses. However, in 1944 there was s reduction of
30 per cent in the number of juvenile offenders. In 19485 there was a
slight increase in the number of white boy offenders and a deorease in
the number of white girl offenders. The number of Hegro offenders by
sex remained practioally the same. There was very little variation in
number of offenses by Hegro boys and pirls in 1843, Purthermore, sinoce
1841 there has been very little variation in the number of Hegro
juvenile offenders.

In 1945 Negro boys and girls were arrested on the following chargea:
'burginrya bioyele theft, purse snatohing, other thelfts, investigation,
gpreading venereal disease, escaping from training school, destroyiag
property, drunkenness, loltering, running away, truaney, prostitution,
robbery, and assualt. Thefts of various kinds were the most frequent
types of offense. Nearly one-third of all offenses were of this type.
Investigations of various btypes furnished the next highest number.
Running sway, escaping from training school, loitering, und trusncy were
also frequent oifenses.

The Counoil of Social Welfare made a study of juvenile delinquency
in Oklshoms City in August, 1945, In this study an analysis was made
of diatriota_in which a lurge percentage of delinquency is indicated.
One of these districts included part of the speecifis area for this study.
One area of concentration extended [rom the business area east to Hary-

land, and from the Rock Island tracks on the scuth to Seventh Street on
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the north, This is the only district inmcluded in the study in which
the greater part of the population was Negro. A part of the Hegro
business distriet is inoluded in the area. Of 1,231 children between
the ages of ten and nineteen, 907 mre Hegroes. The population is
concentrated and housing conditions need improvement. Play spuce and
resources for ohildren are limited. Foaitive community influences
inolude two grade schools, one park and eleven churches.

There wers in District II 1,231 school chiidran of whom 66, or
4.54 per cent, were delinquent. Thus one ehild in every 22 weas
delinguent., Distriet VI was found to contain 988 children. Only five
of these were delinguent. Major ocoupations of the persons living in
‘ District Il included public service, domestic service and umskilled
worﬁ; Hajor ocoupations in Distriet VI were clerical, aales, pro-
prietors, managers, and officials. The per cent of homes owned in
Pletriet II wus 18.2 while in Distriet VI the per cent was 47.2. The
average rental was §19.01 in Distriect II and $54.92 in District VI

Better living conditions and other wholesoms influences in some
aress were primarily responsible for the differences in delinquency
rates by distriots. In genseral the degree of economic security
enjoyed by any group of people exercises a rather profound influence

on the quality of the behavior of the young people.

Health
Certain respiratory diseases, dietary diseases, maternal diseases,
and diseases of infancy and childhood, are definitely related to the

standard of living whieh the individual can afford to maintain. It is
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Anteresting %o notice that such diseases are very common among the Negro
people of Oklahowma City. '

The Health Comsulbant for the Urbsu League Community Relatlons
Project reported on health conditions in Okluhoma City as he found
them during his investigation which lasted from Qotober 24, 1948, %o
Hovember &, 1948. A member of the faculty of the University of Oklahoma
School of Medicine studied this report and stated thabt it was well
writben and that almost all of the recommendations were sound. Coples
of ‘the report wers secured for use by students in the classes in pudblie
health at the School of Hediceine.

Although the Health Consultent's purpose was to study health cone
ditions among his oun race, socon after the investigation etarted, he
dcei&aé that the community was deficlent in certain basic health servieces
whieh should be available to all individuals of the community. He
found that in some instences, becsuse of the bi-raclal pattern, Negroes
were astually recelving e greater share ol the available services than
were white people.l5 Throughout his report a major share of emphasis
was placed on the necessity of meeting community health needs firet,
rather than on the needs of the Hegro commanity.

Oklshoma City was found to have a higher birth rete than that for
the United States, and a little lower than that for the state in 1943,
In 1948 there were 4,874 white children and 393 Negro children born in

Oklahoma City. Thus, the number of births per 1,000 populution was

.1§P&u1 B. Cornely, M. D., Ph. D., Report of the Health Consultant
for Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, Prepared for the National Urban League
Tommuniby Belations Project, November 2, 1945, p. 4, (Mimeographed.)
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28,5 for white people, and only 17 for Wegroes. It was also found that
94.0 per cent of the white children were born in hespitals, while only
86s1 per cent of the Negro children were born in hospitals. Only eleven
babies wers delivered by midwives in Oklshome City during 1943. Two of
these were Negro.

The maternal mortality rate for Oklahoma City is higher than that
for the state and for the United States. That for the white population
is quite low, 1.8 per 1,000 births, but for the Negreo population it is
"unbelievably high, resching the rate of almost 18 out of each 1,000
live births or ten times the white maternal mortality rate."16 This
condition is believed to refleect inadequute pre-natal and post-natal
oare and the faoct that the majority of births ameng Wegroes occur at
hﬁﬂ@iﬁhore housing i¢ often poor and where adequate osre and supervision
cannot be provided. For every thousand live births amony Negroes there
are thirty-three gtill births, and 73 infants who 4ie hefore they are
one month old. There are only 16.8 #4111 births and 42 infent deaths
before one month of age per 1,000 live births in the white population.

The general death prate iIn the total payulatimn}w&a 9.0 per 1,000
in 1943, The rate for white people was 8.9 and for Negroes was 10,2,
The excess of births over deaths among white persons wﬁa 14,6 per 1,000
population, whils that of the Negro was only 6.8. On this basis the
white population is incrsasing proportionately more than twioce as
rapidly as the Negro population.

Degenerative diseases such as heart disease, cancer and diseases

18144, p. 7.
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of the brain were the important causes of death among white people of
Oklahoma City in 1948. Among Negroes, slthough the degenerative diseases
also played san important role, pneumonis, influenza, and tuberculosis
were important eauses of death. In 1943 the death rate from ppeumonia
and influenza was 39.6 per 100,000 white population. The number of
deaths from these disesses among Negroes was 123.0 per 100,000. Thus,
these two diseamses kill three times ws meny Negroes as they do white-
people in Oklshoma City. Deaths from &ll forms of tuberculosis numbered
2%9.8 per 100,000 amon; whites, and 70.4 per 100,000 Negroes. Thus,
tuberculosis kills two and one half times as many Negroes in Oklahomm
City as white people. White persons had aboul twice the death rate from
eancer in 19483 us Negroes. The rate from this sause among white people
was 96,6 per 100,000 while the rate for Wegroes was 48.4,

. Venereal diceases among Negroeg has been consistently higher than
among white people in all the States of the Uniom. For the country as
a whole the prevalence of syphilis among Negro selectees was thirteen
times that for whites. The rate of syphilis among selectees from
Oklahoms during 1941 was 30.6 per 1,000 for white celectees, and 217.7
for Negroes. Thus, there was over seven times as much syphills among
;B.grn solectees as amony white selectoes .7

The Oklahome City venereal disease clinic is supported by funds
derived from the state, federal and city governments. It is under the
direction of a United States Public Health Officer. The personnel com-

prises twelve individuals, of whom a nurse and a olerk are colored. The

1’3&3‘!‘“}’. opP. Gitg, p. 188,
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program of the clinic is primarily concernsd with treatment. Early oases
are treated at the Rapid Treabtment Center located at Will Roger's Field.
The case load has been sg high as 1,500 patients, with a ratio of twe
Negroes to one white person,}8

Other divigions of the Oklahoma City Health Department in whisch
both Negroes and white persons share sre: the divisions of nursing,
vital statistics, garbage and sanitary inspection, dairy and food in-
spection, the detention hospital for communicable diseases, and the well-
baby clinic.

The Board of Rducation of Oklahoma City in 1944 spent &21,158, or
8.5 oents per oapits, on the health protection of school children. The
staff of the medieal department of the white school symtem consists of
&»péfhwtimn physician, whe is director, a part-tine dentist, and five
full-time nurses who service 85 schools. On the other hend, the Negro
department has a part-time physician, who is direstor, a part-time
dentist, and two full-time nurses o cover eizht schools.

Urippled Negro children and ghildren with rheumatic fover or any
other eondition which may lead to orippling may be hospitalized in the
‘Oklahoms State Crippled Children's Foapital, a unit of the University
of Oklahoma Hoapitals, On February 19, 1946, the Crippled Children's
Hospital had 260 active cases from Oklahoma City. Thirty-two of these
were Negro childrenm, eight of whom were vietlms of poliomyelitis. This
is 12.8 per cent of the total or a little above the population ratio.

In 1944 there were 3,004 children treated by the hospital, of whom 437

18@0!’12013’. ‘?E*— Qitg; De 18,
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were colored.

All Negro children were transfered from the Crippled Children's
Hospital to the new Nogro wing of the University Hospital when it was
completed in March, 1946. Plans have not yet heen made for providing
the Hegro children with the type facilities which were avalleble at the
Crippled Children's Hospital. This need is spparent te the staff members
of the Crippled Children's Hospitsl, and it is hoped thet provisions for
gchooling for the Negro children will be made.

The Oklahome County Health Association is a non-official health
apency whioh ia housed in a thirty«twe room health cenbter which was
bullt by the Variety Club, an organization of theatre men., It ia
firanced by the Community Pund and from the sale of Christmas Seals,
?raéi&aally all of the valuntéry health agencies of Oklahoma Clty are
housed in the Variety Club Health Center which is located in Southiown.
The Oklahowa City Health Assoclation is governed by & board comprising
thirty-nine members from which & smull executive comulttee is elected.
Two Neproes were elected to the board in 18485,

Activities of the Oklahome County Health Assgociation inelude a
medical clinie for the indigent, s well-baby clinie, & pre-natel and
post-natal olinie, a tuberoulosis and x-rey clinie, a dental elinio,
speech and hearing service, social hygiene service, a mother's nilk bank,
and henlth sducstion., Negroes are served in all activities of the
Aﬁsaciatian. The location of the bullding, however, 1is not convenlent
for Negroes fron the Fastaide. J

Hospital feoilities for both Negroes and whites are limlted in

Oklahoma. FPifteen Oklahoma counties have no hospitsl facilities of any
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kind, and it is estimeted that an outlay of §6,200,000,00 would be
required to raise the level to a minimum health ratio of two and one-
half beds for every 1,000 population,

Hospitalization of tuberoulosis patients is done, for the most pard,
by state-supported institutions. There are 640 tax-supported hospital
beds for tuberculosis patients. Of thegﬁ, 80 are allocated to Negro
patients. In 1943, 858 persons died of tuberculosis of the respiratory
syates and of these 164, or 19.6 per cent, were Negroes. Uklahoma City
alone oould use half of the existing 80 beds. 9

There are four hospitals in Oklahoma City where Negroes are accepted
for treatment.

The Great Western ﬂéapiﬁml on east Fourth Street is primarily for
Kogébes. It has thirty-five beds. The equipment is not standard. The
gtalf consists of one graduate nurse and three nurse-maids, It is used
primarily as a home for chronic tuberculosis cases which are referred

by the Department of Public Welfare.

Plans for the construction of & 100 bed Hegro hospital in the
Bdwards Addition ere being developed. The land is to be given by the
Mayor of Oklahoma City. The building is the gift of a wealthy Wegro
realtor who is the proprietor of the Edwards Addition, and the equipment
is to be given by the Jeffersonian and Buth Bryan Owens Clubs of Oklahoma
City. It is expeoted to be completed early in 194720

The University of Oklahoma Hospital has recently oomylete& an

191vid, p. 40.
20phe Daily Oklahoman, March 17, 1946,
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addition of 80 beds for Negro patients housed in four floors. Thirty of
these beds will be available to Oklahoma City residents. The second
floor is devoted to private patients who are eared for by private
physicians. The other floors are devoted to clinle patients who are
cared for by the hoapital staff. The third floor is used for obstetrical
cases and for orippled children.

The Oklahoma City General Hospital is a privately owned hospital of
100 beds. 4 major portion of its services are devoted to surgical,
ﬁraumaﬁie and emergency oare. There are 15 beds devoted to Negroes in
a ward on the first floor. Private rooms may be made available when
needed. Negro physlocians are not accepted on the stalf.

B%. Anthony's Hospital is & Catholic hospital operated by the
Sisters of the third order of 5t. Pramcis. It has 375 beds and 75
‘basinettes. This hospital renders all types of wedical and surgloal
services. Fifteen or twenty beds in the basement of the building are
allocated to Negroes. In addition from six %o eight beds on the third
floor may be used by Hegroes for obstetrieal care. HNegro physicians

are not adnitted to the staff.

Comuercial Recreation

KHany of the Douglas High School students go to the movies four or
five times a week. It is the ehief form of reoreation. There are two
theatres and both do a thriving business. Ons is owned by a colored
family, but is operated by a Jewish person. The other is Negro owned
and operated. The Negro theatre manager is well adéeat@é and has

recently come to Oklahoma City from New York. He expressed his inten-
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tions in the following statement, "I think that we have bebtbter shows,
and ones that the Wegroes prefer, because we try to get the shows that
will ba best for the public. We realize our position of influence, and
we are not just interested in making money. People come to the show
almost regardless of what we show. We try to have our shows wolls
produced, clean, educational, uplifting. ¥We won't show all-Hegro cast
shows if they sre not high grade and clean. We %ry not to show anything
that is demoralizing to the people. Business is very good, I'm getting
ready %o build several larger bulldings east of here. We have no white
compstition in that Hegroes are not allowed in white shows, and it's
against the law for & white man to ocome to the show here. I don't like
the law, but we have to enforce 1t."

. Other than in the movies, the younger element of the Wegre popula-
tion must satisfy its natural thirst for adventure in commercial places
of amusement where standsrds of behavior, cleanliness, and soolal
acceptance are extremely low or do not exist.

Under large headlines entltled, "The Lights Are Bright on Fast
Second Tonightl®, the entertainment situation on the east side is summed

up in the Pebruary 16, 13946, Black Dispatch: “Hight spots and theatres

are thronged with customers, who are looking for something new in the
smusement field. In Oklahoma City, where Ruby's Grill has long been the
outstanding attraction of pleasure-loving people, the management has
 real plans for its clientele.” East Second Street has a number of
Aa&hurc% restaurants, beer parlors, and pool halls. éha night club
‘business is growing and complaints have been volged against the opening

 of so many night clubs in dwelling houses because it intensifies the
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houeing shortage. ‘Ecotla'ging, prostitution, and gambling on the lote-
teries alego muke their contributions to public entertainment. It is
said that white and NMegro prostitutes can be found working in the same
buildings in Southtown.

"In Basttown, Westtown, Southtown, 8andtown, Walnut Growve, and the
Fairground poolrooms and beer taverns of various assortments are located.
The majority of these places cater to both adults and youth. In the
taverns, zirls in their early teens and adult male companione are not
infrequently seen. Though some of the poolrooms and tuverns are erswda&
they provide the only recreational cutlet for the majority of the Kegro
workers. "e1

Outstanding dance bands are brought to Oklshoma City and play to
1arg; gatherings at the Hunicipal Auditorium. Other famous HNHegro
entertainers such as RBoland Hayes, are presented at the Douglus High
~anhﬂul Avditoriun. Marian Anderson appears about once each year at the
Munioipal Auditorium. BShe is widely appreciated by both white and
oolored people.

During the depression period the park improvemeni program in
Oklahoma City resulted in the expenditure of considerable sums of noney.
Orants to Oklahoma City for the park program from the Federal Emergency
Relief Administration, the Works Projects Administration, and the
Oklahoma Bmergency Relief Administration totaled §959,208.72., An addi-
tional $4,000,000,00 was voted in Civiec Center Bonds. In Hovember 1945,

an additional $600,000 bond issue for purk and playground improvement

2lgeras, op. git,, p. 105.



73
© was voted.

A great part of these sums have been spent on the developument of
Linceln Park and Zoo. Negroes are allowed to visit the zoo one day a
week, They sare denied the use of the park, beuch, lake, and other
faoilities. Recently the Sisters from 8%. Peter Claver's Church School
took a group of students to the oo on Thursday and after looking at the
animals, began preparing to feed the children a picnie lunch. Park
of ficials ordered the Negro children off the grounds. The white nuns,
however, were ;iven poermission to continue their lunch. Of the recent
$600,000 bond issue, $500,000 is to be spent on the development of Lake
Hefner. However, the use of thie facility by Hegroes is not inéiuded in
the preseat plans.

?Tét present there is no swimming éaal in Oklshoma Clity that may be
used by Negroes. However, plans of the Park Departuent for the d@veloy;
ment of Washington Perk include the building of & recreational center
at Fourth and High Streete, the construction of three functional outdoor
pools for wﬁding. swimming, and diving, and an addition to the east end
of the paurk. Thie park centelins the Page Stadium of Douglas High Behool.
The land was given for the use of the Negroes by a white business man.
The park now contains nineteen seres. Considerable money will have to
be spent on drainage of the proposed new areas, as during reiny weather
they are covered with standing water.

Until July, 1945, the recreation program of the schools and the
- park program operafed independently, At thai tiue ; Public Recreation
Commission was authorized to provide central administration of both

parks and sgchool playgrounds. During the summer months the City Park
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and Recreation Dapartment carry on supervised activitles for Negroes in
8ix areas. The three Hegro parks, Tolan, Bdwards, and Washington, and
three sohool playgrounds at Page, Dunbar and Wheatley schools are used.
During the winter the park department provides a worker to help with
recraation activities two hours on esch of two evenings a week at the
Epircopal Church and at the Bethany Presbyterisn Church. One evening &
week & worker helps with the program at 8St. Peter Qlaver's, and one
evening is spent st the Uouglas High Sehool. Every evening from three

0 six a worker is st tho Pizld house st Tolan Park.

Libraries

Library facilities for Wegroes are extremely limited. The Dunbar
Branch Library on east Fourth Btrcet consists of one very suall room.
It ia a branch of Carnegie Library and its books are catalogued there.
}Tﬁaagﬁéund for the building was donated by the Federation of Colored
Women's Clubs and is immediately adjacent to Brockway Center, the Ped-
eration's Olub Building. It is believed by the Librarian that the
circulation of books among Negroes is much less than it should be. This
is particularly true of those cver eighteen years of age. |

In an effort %o stimulate interest in reading smong the adult pope-
ulation, the Dunbar Librarian sponsored a book-review st the Episcopal
Church of the Redeemer on a Sunday afternoon during January of this year.
One of the members of the faculty of the English Department of the
University cf Oklahoma donated her services. The review was attended
by about forty persons. Those present oxpressed interest in having

“additional reviews.
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The other source of library books for the Hegro population ie the
Douglas High School library. However, its use is limited almost

exclusively to students.

The Press
ARG o ISP

One weekly Negro newspaper, The Black Dispatch is published in

Oklahoma City.22 It has a statewide circulation. The eirsulation totals
27,000. About two-thirds of the income for the peper comes from sube
soriptions, and one-third from advertising. It is a member of the
Associated Negro Press.

Kews is presented from the Negro viewpoint. S8tories pertaining to
the race have priority over other news, regardless of significance., The
leading Oklahoma City papers have as a matter of poliey paid scant
" attention to the activities of the colored people. Similarly white

p;apla are mentioned in the Bluck Uispatch only if their asctions are

related to the Negro Hace.

Advertisements of hair straighteners, drap shape slacks, patent
medicines, pressing combs, dreambooks, skin whiteners, ear hoops, mystic
insense, and night olubs give a raclal appearance to ihe puper.

The editorial policy of the paper rather consistently portrays the
disorimination practiced against the Negro race. The issue of February
16, 1946, contained the following representative editorials pointing

out instances of racial diserimination:

223 second Negro weekly newspaper, The Scuthwest Honitor was started
in Pebruary, 1946. The first issue oarried six pages of national and
loosl news. News coverage includes all races. The poliey of the peper
appears to be objective in lts approach to the race problem,

'




76

"Because he married a black woman, Ted Besney and his good
wife were forced to remain in prison for one year. He was shunned
by white felons while in prison. Rapists, murderers, and those
who had broken all of the ten commandments burned thelr backs upon
Ted Hesney because he had followed the moral code as announced
and luid down by God llimself. Every one of these white scoundrels
had perhaps at some time gaged with savage lust upon the coweliness
of some bluck womsn, but their sectionalized brute training had
taught them to look upon black women as one looks at eatile and
dogBs » « » Think of America today atteupting to assume the moral
leadership of the worldd Our jim crow religion and sanctions re-
guire us to place & premium upon indecency and penslize morality.”

~ "Forty centuries before the birth of Christ, dark people had

built great civilizations, and much upon which today men and women
depend as a basis for social intercourse, was fashioned in a period
when black wen dominuted the earth. Dark people named the atars,
developed the {irst sciences in astronomy, mathematies, alphabets,
metallurgy, and own the oldest religion. Hhould not such glorious
pristine traditions prove intriguing? Why should American Negroes
when they study history, confine themselves solely %o a period when
dark people have been handicapped in the thraldom of human bondage?”

o "Benators who hurriedly shelved the Fair Bmployment Practice

- Bill Saburday in order that they might rush home to make Lincoln
Day Speeches londey, quite evidently had momenterily forgotten

. that the Great Fmancipator declared during his day and time, 'This
nation cannot remain half slave and half free.'

The enactment of the falr employment practice bill would have
been leading America towards the freedom about which Lincoln
dreamed, while the vote of the Senate Saturdsy leaves the working
clags of this country slaves of the overlords of oreation. Line
coln's birthday speakers talked for freedom on Monday, but voted
for slavery Saturday.”

"Au we have so often said, "The spirit of the Negro today has
not lifted itself up to the level of white liberalism.” We mean
by such & statement that thore are many opportunities and advane
tages in American life which white people are willing to accord
Negrous which Hegroes fear to demand. . + »

"Ada Lois Sipuel has the constitutional right to take law at
the same time and in the same place as any other citizen who soeks
a legal education in the St¢ate of Oklahoma. The Supreme Court of
the United SBtates has said, "Equeontional equality must ccour within
the state.” That is understandable language, and in demanding that
ghe enter the law classes at Norman, the NAACP is merely attempting
to aot upon & rule laid down by the highest court of the land,

Thie writer was thrilled when we presented this matler Saturday to
the ladies representing the Americaen Association of University
Women in the manner outlined sbove, to find almost universal
approval of our stand.”
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Religion
"Po what extent has racial religion replaced Christisn religion

in thousands of Black Belt churches? And what is wrong with

religion in America that it has turned ite back upon the NHegro

and his problem? And to what degree is religion in America offi-

eially and ideologically identified with the policy of White

Supremacy?"2

The church serves as the center of social and religious life. In
this community where there is considerable disorganization, the church
stands out as the only organization which can olaim the loyalty of =
vast majority of the people. Even here, however, thers is no real unity.
The people adhere to at least sixteen different denominntions. There
were on February 5, 1946, fifty-three separate Wegro churches in Oklshoma
City.

There is discord even within the churches. The oldest and largest

'ﬁegra church oceasionally has its difficultlies reviewed in court. 2%  The

proae#s of churches splitting into two groups and reorgenizing is almost
continual.

| On Sundsy mornings between 11:00 and 11130 a.m., after the white
Christians are settled in their churches on Rorth Robinson Btreet, and
are well into the mbrning prayer, their well-dressed colored brethern
are still on their way %o church. Thore is no great hurry in evidence
since the services will gontinue until 1:00 or 1:30 in the afternoon.
The popular churches are not the ones that preach the social gospel and
champion the righté of man, but those emphasizing the means of grace and

‘hope of glory. The hardships of this world enhance the attractiveness

23 ake and Clayton, op. oit., p. xxxid.

245140k Dispatoh, January 19, 1946,
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of the next, and little enthusiasm is expressed for trying to salvage
the present one. The emotionalism found in the fundamentalist churches
provides expression and release for a rsce that during the week is sub-
missive to white eulture, taste, and behavior. ﬁéiriﬁed singing, amens,
hand oclapping, swnd shouting omn still be fauné in some of the churches
on the Bastside, and it is apparent that religion still holds a peculiar
and intimate meaning for the colored people.

Of the fifty-three Negro churches on record with the Council of
Churches on Fohruéry B, 1946, thirty-eight were identified with regular
church associations. The remainder wers generally "store front™ churches
which served a considerable group in the community. There nre obviously
too many churches for effective action. Based on the 1940 papulaﬁiqnu
thefé is approximately one church for every 566 persons, if all could
be considered of the age and inolination for church attendance.

This multiplicity of churches is in part the result of weak ade
ministrative church govermwent. In the case of the Baptist Churches
there is no organization at all. Bach church is independent. With the
éxueption of the Roman Catholie, Protestant Hplscopal, Christian
Scientist, and Church of God, the administration of the churches is by
- separate, or colored ecclesimstical organizations. Under this arrange-
ment there is absolute segregation of the Negro and white. In the case
of the Church of God, thers hes recently been an unusual development.
Two congregetions have become interraecial in their membership. These
vaangragationa are in the Negro commmity.

In spite of the great number of churchee in the community, some are

well supported and have rather adequate buildings. The twelve leading
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Negro ah&?éhén represent an investment of §483,500. They have an in-
ae&ﬂednaas on the structures of only §750.00.

Qna Hegro business men egpressed the opinion of a number of people
when he said, "A thing that hinders the growth of Negro business is that
the churches drain off all the excess capital. There are so many
churches, and everytime thers is a disagreement, one of the deacons or
gomecne goes off and sets up another church. Then too, the churches
'havavthﬂ ordinances so that you ean't sell beer within two blooks of &
ehurch, and in most of the distriet you can't get any place that you
wouldn't be within two blooks of a'churéh.“

The Americen Bapbtist Home Mission Soclety was the first organisa-
tion to bogin missionary activity in Oklahoma ﬁiﬁy. This was in 1892.
!hejﬁfeaanﬁ Calvary Baptist Church grew out of these pioneer efforts.
'Tndayéﬁho Calvary Baptist Church is the largest Negro church in the ocity.
Its fine building stands on the hill at Walmut and Second Street which
is the main thoroughfare hetween downtown and the Negro district. The
grounds are neatly kept, snd the building is neintained in a good state
of ruﬁuir.

\Tha Baptist Churches in number and memberehip rank first end the
Hethodists second. There are twenty~one Bgptist and ten MHethodist
churches. There are four congregations of the Church of the Living Ged,
four of the Church of God in Christ, and one Church of God. There are
two Presbyterian, and one each of the Roman Catholie, Church of Christ,
vﬁnngrug&tian&l, Christian, Bpiscopal, Nezarene, Savén Day Advent, the
First Spiritual Temple, the Spiritual Church of God, and 5t. Paul's
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Bunday School attendancs at Calvary Baptist averages botwesn 350 and
3870, Several other Sunday Schools average 250 in attendance, The
average abttendance of all churches iz sstimated at 150 pupila.
| The Negro chureh is the centor of relipious activity in the com-
munity. Sundey schools, revivel meetings, and socials are held., Some
of the Hegro churches of Oklahoma City ere also finding a place of real
community service in the fields of recreation, sovial service, and
sducation. This community spirit is fostered by a group of well-trained
younyg ministers.

One of the Presbyterian churches has developed s center in the
basement of the church. It is open twice a week to the people of the
comnunity for pley asctivities. Yhis program is partly supported by the
Presbyterian Committee on Camp and Church Activities in Philadelphis
.. In 1940 the Romsn Catholics established a small ehurch and parcehial
school on Northeast Seventh S8treet, In January 1946 there were 153
children in the Church School. This school is supervised by a white
priest and is taught by five whilte muns. The school includes nine grades.
Only 38 of the students were Catholis. The school is open for reorea-
tional setivities one night each week, and & group work program of
athletics, music, and club work is carried out.

The Episcopal ﬁhgrnh of the Redeemer is a mlssion church of the
Oklehoma Diccese. Its mombership was only slightly over one hundred
in 1946. The young Negro pastor wus trained at Union Theological
'ﬂgmingry in New York City. He hus set up in the garéah house a ocenter
in whiech all the community is weloome Vo gather for games, club work, or

any sort of reoreaticnal smetivity., Two nights a week the center is open
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%ﬁ the children of the community and the vicar and s worker from the
park depertment provide superviged play and other group work activitles.
During this winter season the work with the community children includes
a very large lalloween party, the organization of & football tesm, a
boys choir, a free trip to the Cirous, & Christmas play, arts and orafts,
and regular sames.

Many of the high school students who are not members of the Episcopal
Church make use of the purish house. In cooperation with the Christian
Youth Conference of the Council of Churches, the young people put on a
very effective youth-day progras at the chureh. There were more white
people in attendance st the performance than colored. At another time
the church served as a mesting place for the Christian Youth Conference
whléh.wun attended by thirty white boys snd girls, and about the same
number of colored boys and girls. During the Christmss holidays a dance
for the younp people of the sommunity was held in the psrish house.

Other sctivities of the church include & large banquet, & men's
breakfast, a Thanksgiving dimner, and charitabvle sctivities. The
Altar Guild sponsored a concert of classical music by three members of
the Oklahoms Symphony Society for the purpose of raieing money for &
new sltar. Over £50.00 was raised in this manner. This pgroup also
held a Sﬁnday afternoon tea and assisted with a book review in the
parish house. A
| Communion service at midnight of Christmas Eve was the outstanding
wnerviae of the year at the Eplscopal Church. Severgi weeks of prepara-
jtic:n went into the musical portion of the program. The choir also par-

tioipated in the interdenominational chorus which gave the concert in
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Maroh foF he bonsfit of the Young Women's Christian Assoeiation.

Hiith the sssistance of a number of interested white persons, this
 ohurch is also planning a missionary enterprise of its own. The Walnub
zﬁravm colored cemmunity is neglected from the stundpoint of churcheas as
well as from every other aspect. There is only one Baptist church in
the community. Sinece there are no schools, parks, or playgrounds in
the area for the Hegroes, the members of this church intend %o construct
a small building for use sg a resrcation center, and for church services.
Cooperation with the activities of the park department and the Neighbore
heod Clubs is also planned. In order to raise money for this purpose
the church sponsored a nationally famous quartetie of Negro singers at

the Shrine Aduditorium in Harch 1946.

Voluntary Orgenizations and HSocial Life

One full page of the Black Dispatch is devoted to social news.
Weddings, dinner parties, distinguished visitors, and olub neetings are
featured in the section of the paper entitled "Within the Soecial Whirl".

Bocial 1life during a three week period as reported by the Black Dispatch

included & drams, "Cry Havoe" which wes presented by Chi Zeta Chapter of
Zeta Phi Beta Borority at the Douglas High School Auditorium, a chittlere
ing dinner which was given by the Lucky Twelvé Club, an elesction of
ﬁfficara by the Modernmette Club, a recital in the Cleaves Hemorial
Colored Methodist Eplscopal Church, and a book review at the Episcopal
Church. Club meetings which were reported during this period included
neetinge of the Oklahoma City Tuskegee Club, the Business and Professional

Vomen's Club, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
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People, The Friendly Eight 8tudy Club, The Industrial Girls of the Young
ﬁOnan*n Christian Associantion, the Minerwva Art Club, the Colored Adult
Blind Assoclation, Entre Hous Club, Phi Cavalier Club, and the City
‘¥bémruﬁian‘of Colored Women's Clubs.

The City Pederation of Colored ¥Women's Clubs is made up of ten slubs
and has & total of 200 members. It owns its own olub building, Brockway
GQenter, on Bast Fourth Strect. This building is valued at $15,000, The
downsbairs rooms are used for club rooms and the upstairs serves us a
dormitory for working girle.

There are three fraternities of college men, Alpha Phi Alpha, Kappa
Alpha Psi, end Delta Phi Mu, and two soroties of college women, Alpha
Kappa Alpha, and Delte Sigma Thetn. They have as their purpose the pro-
motlon of interest in attendimg college. Lodges include the Elks,
Daughter Blks, Bestern Htar, Masons, Odd Fellows, Knighte of Pythian,

During 1046 the Nelghbors Service Corps assisted in four house-to-
house solicitations on financial campuigns. They ineluded the Seventh
Har Loan, United Community and War Fund Drive, American Bed Cross

Canpaign, and the Victory Loan Drive.

Political Organizations

In 1840 there were 13,020 Negroes of voting age and 8,000 registered
Hegro voters in Oklahoma Clty. This constitutes 9.6 per cent of the
total voting strength of Oklshoma Giﬁy.gﬁ There are eleven precinots
that are predominantly colered‘\ Hine of these are on the Zastside, one

1g in Sandtown, and one in Festtown.

2Bgixteenth Census of the United States, op. cit., p. 929.
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During the New Desl Era and during Vorld War II the Negroes voted
‘prﬁdamintntly Demooratio. The Local Demooratic club is active. 4s &
result of the interest in politics it is claimed thut there are more
paved streets in the Negro distriets than in any other southern city.

The Communist Party has attempted to orgenize the Negroes of
Oklahoma City. Meetings of the Communist party sre occasionally held
.un the Bastside, and on one occasion the leaders of the meeting wers
arrested for disturbing the peace. ?hé‘erganiaar of the Communist
Party in Oklashoma made the Collowing statement in sn interview: "The
ﬂ@mmuhiét Party 1sbnmt a white party. The present membership of the
ﬂammmniat Party in Okleshoma is about one-third Negro and the other twoe
thirds white. This difference in ratie te the populstion percentages
.esniSQ explained in that the Hegroes are beginning to realize that they
are an oppressed people and that their hope is in the labor movemente-

the C. I. 0. or the Communist Party."



CHAPTER VI
SOCIAL AGEECIRS

"The unsatisfactory shape of race relations has handieapped
organization of social service programs to meet developing welfure
needs among the Hegro population. . . A persisting dark spot in
the pleture of Juvenile eare is the natlion-wide absence or in-
adequacy of institutions und agencies to handle Negro problem
children in the pre-delinquent stege. Foster home care for Hegro
children also conbinues to lag behind provisions for whites."®
There are thirty-nine social agoncies in Oklahoma City that carry
on a definite welfare program and have membership in the Council of
Bocial Welfare. In addition to these, there are thirty-two organisza-
tions that are not primarily welfare agencies, but which include the
performance of some definite welfare service as a part of their funce
tion., These activities entitle the organizations in the latter group
%o associate membership in the Council of Social Welfare.

Fifteen of these welfare organizations have been brought together
under the Community Fund, which was incorporated on October 28, 1924,
The objootives of the Community Fund are "to strengthen and make

goclally efficient the spirit of human helpfulness in Oklahoma City;

lfhere not otherwise indicated, the materials in this chapter have
been secured through interviews with the executives of the agencies con~
ecerned and from unpublished reports. -

\ 210ster B. Granger, MHegroes™, Social lork Yearbook, ed. Russel W,
Kurtz, (Hew York: Rusaall Bage Foundation, 1045), 280.

856
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to promote a comprehensive sociaml welfare program in the commmity; te
foster cvoperation among soclal welfare agencies; to educate the publie
to a keen interest in snd an adequate support of soolal welfare work; %e
eolleot, receive and hold funds of, end to distribute funds to participe-
ting soocinl welfare agencies, and to engage in such other activities as
may be deemeod %o be in the general interest of sociel welfare, charity
and philanthrepy in the commmity®. 1 ,f\

Agencies vhich receive part of their support from the Commmity
Pund ares: The Camp Pire Girls, the Boy fecoubts, the Couneil of Bocial
Welfure, the Children's WHelfure League, the Girl Sooute, the Helghbor-
hood Clubs, the lHome of Redeeming Love, the Social Bervice BExchange,
Oklahoma County Heslth Associstion, the United Provident Association,
the !b&ag Homen's Christian Association, the Young Men's Christian
Auauaiaﬁimﬁ, 84, Joseph's Orphanage, the Balvation Army, and the Sun~
beam Home.

Reoent newspeper articles and editorials indiecate & growing publie
awareness of the soocial welfare needs of minority groups in Oklshoms
Gitx.a That these needs are recognised in regard to the Negro popula-
tion can be pubt into the words of one of the supervisors in a publie
agenoy, "Everybody knows the Hegroes don't have as good facilities as
the whites".

Although there are six child care institutions in Okluhoma City under
Baptiaﬁ. Catholie, county, Sunbeam Home Association, and Children's

Ralfurn League auspices, there is not one agunny affaring any kind of

3hu3;x_aklahmmaa, Ootober 16, 1945; January 14, 19486,
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institutional care for Negro children. The situation can best be sume
med up in the words of the Case Work Consultant for the National Urban
League: "Although social welfare resources exist in fairly ample
quantity in Oklshome City, their availability to the Negro community is
definitely limited, and in some instences as in the case of institutional
services to convalescent, dependent, and neglected children and children
in need of detention cmre, they are not available at all to members of
the Negro group.™#

A amall number of solored boys and girls, averaging six or sight
at any given time are assisted in their own homes or in foster homes by
the Sunbeam Home Assoclation, _Sinno the average number in foster homes
is about 90 boys and girle, the per cent of Hegro children given this
,narﬁiée approximates the racial ratioc of the total populution. However,
the neaﬂshof the Negroes have been shown to be disproportiocnate to their
numbers in the population, and since the Bunbeam lome gives institutional
care to about 40 youngsters and offers no such service to Negroes, it
oannot be said that the Negroes are shuring equally in the program of
the agenoy.

The éu&ha&m Home was chartered in 1809. Its aim is to provide an
adequate program of ohild welfere services in Oklahome County. The
funbeam Home Asscciation operates a detention home on the grounds of the
institution, and before ths war had in operation a child guidance clinic.
This service was discontinued during the war,

The study by the Urban League made the following suggestion con=

‘Eesasn.lgg. eit., p. 2.
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cerning the Sunbeam Home Associstion: "Despite recent accomplishments,
there sre lags an,thg part of the ageney in expediting ite prescribed
sorvices to ohildren, all of which the director recognises. One of these
lags is the agency's fallure to reach any really substantial number of
dependent and neglected Hegro cohildren, or to integrate Regro leadership
on either the bourd, committes, or staff levels. . « « Although sccurate
date is not available regarding the total number ¢f local dependent and
neglected Negro children ér the number serwved by this agency over an
oextonsive period of time, if the figure of six colored youngsters out of
& total of 180 children served in October, 1945, is any oriteria, then
there is real justificetion for concern over this lag in service. Con-
sldering the faot that Negroes constitute ten per cent of the total
popuiéﬁian end that they bring a disproportionately greater number of
aoéiﬁlzprnﬁlemn to welfare agoncies, then it scems reagonable to expeot
that ten per cent or mere of the Sunbewnm Home Asscciation's case load
should be Negro children,"B

The detention home on the grounds of the Sunbeam Home, as is true
of other ohild care institutions, excludes colored children. Conse-
quently, Negro children apprehended hy the police on delinquency charges
are sither taken home or are detained in special quarters of the county
jail. Although the ohildren are not detained in the same cell block
with the adults, the psychological effect on young ohildren of having
spent the night in jail should be obvious to the most poorly informed,

White children who sre discharged from the Crippled Children's

Bxuia, p. 61.
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Hospital may be sent %o the Children's Welfare League Convalescent Home
for Crippled Children, which was established in IQ&O>at Bethany, Okla~
hnm§¢ Operating in comnection with the Crippled Children's Commission,
its purpose is to provide convalescent care for eorippled children.
Physiotherapy, ocoupstional therapy snd nursing care are offered. The
diets are ﬁl&nnad by & trained dietitian, and edugational epportunities
are also available at this home.

& few of the leaders in the colored community are aware of the
oomplete lack of institutional care for Negro children, but their efforts
to do something aboub it have net gone beyond the discussion stage. The
need for a trained Hegro sccial %arkar in the child welfare field in the
Oklehoma City community is apparent. Discussions have centered around
the ﬁéad for & worker to coordinate the sclbivities of the agencies
serving ochildren such as the juvenile court, the county, the crippled
children's commisalon, and the Bunbeam Home Association. Discussions
also have pointed out the need for a social worker to make foster home
. and adapﬂimn studies which are not made to any large extent at present.

The Urban League Case work Consuliant recognized these needs and
made the following reéaumanﬁaﬁionk: "It is recommended that there be
established in the Hegro community s small institutional facility or
home, which will extend short time cars to those dependent and neglected
fogru children in need of temporary placements or in need of special
obpervation and study; provide detention care for delinguent sand pre-
#a;inqﬁant egolored children, and give convalescent care to corippled child-
ren and youngatora with certain chronie conditions, such as rheumatic

fover”.
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In view of the fact that four different church groups have indicated
interest in esteblishing Hegro sociel service centers, an institutional
program may eventually be developed.®

The Child Welfare Division of the Oklshoms Department of Publie
Welfare has no unit in Oklahoma Vounty, and consequently cannot render
its services to the children of Oklahoma City. The director of this
division is swere of the needs of the Hegre children of the eity, but
at the time the Child Welfare Units were set up in the state, it was
claimed thet the private agencies of Oklshoma Clity were caring for the
local needs, IU is believed that if an attempt were to be made to set
up & unit in the county te serve only colored children that there would
be an immediate ory of diserimination against the needy white children.

 §ha Child VWelfare Division meintains e msternity home for unwed
mothers in the home of a Hegro registered nurse. This home is very
small and is usually overcrowded. At present the wothers are sent to
the University Hospital for deliveries, but reburn to the home for
convalescent care and nursery service for the child wuntil arrangements
can be made for it. Forwerly, Wegro girle from this home were not
accepted in the University Hospital, but a few years ago the nurse-ine
charge at the home ecalled an amﬁulénne for a particularly difficult
delivery, and the girl was taken into the hospital. This broke a
precedent and the girls have been sent to the hospital for delivery
since that tiume.

This home does not accept girls from Okluhoma County. Unmarried

B,I.bid, pe 57,

- ——
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ﬁsgru gifla from-ﬁklahewa'ﬁﬁty whoe need maternity care have no plase to
go. The relatively few who happen to be Cutholic may spply to Yur Lady
of Vietory Home.

White girla’in need of maternity care may sapply to the home of
Redeeming Love. This is an inetitution serving all perts of Oklahoma.
It hus as ite object the omre of the mwother, and the placement in a
fusily home of the baby whose mother is unable to provide for it. 4
total of 5,140 girls and women, and 4,428 bables were cared for in the
Home from 1900 to 1948.7 Through affilistion with the University of
Uklahoma School of Medicine, patients of the Home of Redeeming Love
receive pood professional care.

The Oklahoms County Department of Public Welfare adminisbers old
agh.ﬁgsiaﬁaﬁua. aid to the blind, und sid to dependent children without
regard to olass or coler. There are three oase workers on the staff who
are colored. They carry almost all of the Wegro amse load. The raclal
problem seews to have been successfully handled within this agency as
the Urban League Casework Consultant had the following comment to make,
"Phis agency deserves much commendation for having made resl progress in
extending services to Fegroes and in inbegrating Wegross on the stafr,"8

During the period from July i, 1944, to June 30, 1945, Negroes in
Uklahoma County received all three types of rellef in an amount in excoss
of their percentage of the 1940 population. Old Age Assistance was

received by 6,304 individuals, of whom 5,588 wers white and 712, or

?Suﬁty Katherine Chowning, "Social Fsotors Contributing to the

Dependenay of One Hundred Families" (Unpublished thesis, University of

; 33&%21, op-. oit., p. 52.
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11.2 per cent, were colored. Aid to the Blind wee received by 146
persons, of whom 111 were white and 38, or 24.5 per cent were Negroes,
The percentage of Negro families receiving Ald to Dependent Children wes
abriormally high., There were 787 families who received Aid to Dependent
Children., Of these, 455 were white femllies and 304, or 38.6 per cent,
were Hegro fsmilies. There were 1,745 children in these fumllles
receiring ald, 0Of these 1,064 were white children and 878, or 0.8 pér
eent, were colorsd. Thus, the number of colored children on Ald to
Dependent Children rolls wes four times as greal as the percentage of
aolored people in the County. This provides one of the indices of Negro
family stability as children become eligible for Ald to Dependent
Children becsuse of such conditions as desertion, illness, illegitimacy,
-&epaﬁéanny, and broken homes.

~J7~Ganer£1 relisef ie aduinistered by the Uklahoma County Welfare BDoard.
The County Welfare Board has for its purpose the care of any individuals
or familles who in ﬁha opinion of the staff are in need, provided that
need falls within the division of respongibility of the oounty agency.
Thesa needs include sseistance to unemployables and homeless individuals,
hospitalisation, medical sorvices in the home and in the docbor's oi'fice,
and coverage of burials. Funds to operate this agency are derived from
‘taxation. All persons who have been residents of leahama‘ﬁauuty for
at least six months are eligible for assistance.

The relief ziven by this Board is based on & specified budget rather

than according to need. Sometimes emergcency care i; civen, but ordin-
arily a week or two is required Qs complete an investigation. Assistance

is ziven in terms of oash, store orders, and supplies. The County



93

TABLE XVI

NUMBER OF RECIPIENTS OF OLD AGE ASSISTAMCE, AID T0 TEE BLIND,

AHD AID TO DEPENDENT CHILDREN ACCURDIRG TO RACE 1IN OFLAHOMA
CUUNTY FOR THE FISCAL YBAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1948

S Per Cent

Type of Assistance ﬁhifzmb§:gg§ R;:;fi:éx;atal Hegro in
T ' ___Lech Category :
0ld Age Assistunce 5,666 712 24 6,504 11.2
Aid to the Blind 111 38 0 146 24.8
B8.6

Ald Yo Dependent Childrem 1,064 676 16 1,745

gﬁklahama Departnont of Public fielfare Heport for the Fiscal Year,

July 1, 1D4é-june 90, 10: 45, (Okilehoma City, Uotober D, 1945).
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Welfare Board sponsors a cot house, hospltalization for the county, the
Taylor School for Boys, the Counbty Home for Girls, and the County Poor
Farum.

During the war generel relief dropped to an unusually low level.
During September, 1945, a total of 156 families, invelving 208 indivi-
duals, were glven assistance by the Welfare Board. 0Of these 44 or 28
per cent were Negro. There are no Negro employees of the Agency at
present,

The County Poor Perm, which is maintained by the Oklahoma County
Welfare Board, has accomedations feor 124 white persons, and is usually
filled to oapacity. There is no physician, but a registured nurse and a
practical nurse live in the institution. The Eosgitaliﬁylﬁlub, as wall
as wﬁiiauu ohurch groups, plan entertainments for the people in the
Home. ‘

The Bryant Old Folks Home for Negroes is privately owned but the
Oklahoma County Welfare Board pays Uhe menager §25.00 a month per person
for whom eare has been provided. The institulion consists of three
emall wooden buildings on Bast Fourth Street. There is no yard space.
It has no particular admittance poliey or program. Ome man, 24 years
old, whe &5 crippled has been living at this old folk's home for a
number of years. Adolescent boys have bsen placed there. One boy who
is now in the arned services lived there from sage 12 to 18. The home
is usually orowded and it is necessary for people to sleep in every room.
fths Urban League Casework Consuliant found that the §udget for October
1945, allowed 865,00 a month for feod for eleven people, a‘ﬁatal of

§7.73 per oepita per month, or £1.79 per caplta per week. He was also



98
informed by inmates of the home that usuanlly only two meals a day are
served.}0 None of the mocial groups of the Negro community had taken an
interest in the welfare of the immates of this honme except at Christmas
tima. However, after the lsck of reoreationsl facilities was culled %o
the attention of the elergy, the auxilisry of the Episocopal Church has
sarried fruit and magazines teo the institubtion regularly.

The Salvation Army bhas not had an extensive program among Negroes.
Recently a Hegro woman who is a former teacher and United Service
Organization worker has been employed as a family welfare and group
worker for the Negro comsunity. The Salvation Army also has plans under
consideration for building a sommmity cenber for Negroos in the faire
grounds area.

»fhw Traveler's Ald Soocloety in 1944 rendered service %o 1,282 cases
&n4aklaham$ ¢ity. In spite of the high mobility rate of the Negro pop-
ulation at that time, only 49, or four por cenit, of these ocmses were
:ﬁegra.

Phe Americen Hed Cross lomo Servise Division offers sosial services
to the familiss of service men and ex-service men. These services sre
given to all regardless of color or religiom. Although a large number
of Negroes were served during tho war perlod by the Howe Hervice
Division, no figures wére available on the basis of race.

Ra'ﬁagréaa were um?layad'by the American Hed Cress in Oklahoms
County during the wsr, and only one Hegro served on any type of board

or committee. There were no Negro velunteer workers. Several volunteer

“Qﬁm; ggn gﬁnj De 62,
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special service eourses were held in the Negro community, but they were
generally poorly attended, Plans have been made to take a group of
Hegroas to Lake Murray for the American Hed Cross life saving course.
As there is at present no swimming pool in Oklshoma County where Hegroes
are allowed to swim, the officials of the Oklahomn County Chapter of the
American Red Cross have stated that they plan to insist that one be made
available,

A Veteran's Center has been established to serve all ex~service men
and women. It was established through the efforts of the Junior Chamber
of Commerce. It will share in the Community Pund and will atbempt to
so-ordinate its services with the other agencies in the city. Its pur-
pose is to provide a "one-stop center" where veterans will receive
primé&y consideration and will be given all the services that they
h&gh%”ﬁﬂ@ﬁ; Bervices which the director expects to offer include: em-
ployment service, medical assistance, case work services, housing,
psychological and personality testing, mental hyglene services, psycho-
analysis, vocational guldance, legel assistsnce, and any other service
which the veterans may need. 1ha£a will be two counselors and twelve
Prom other agencies that will give counseling service. The Hegro
veterans are being encouraged Lo use this service. ¥o Hogroes sre em~-
ployed in thiz center. Offiecial opening of this center was held on
Marech 17, 1946.

The United Provident Assoclation, which was astabliahed in 1897, is=s
one of the oldest welfure agencies in the Southwest. Its objectives are
quite inolusive for & family welfare agency, and it serves a large number

of white and colored families. I% 1s a member agency of the Commumity
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Fund. The purpose is to adjust individusls to normal family 1life and the
fanily to the community. The services of United Provident Asscciation
include family relief and serviges, assisting transients to return to
their homes, the operation of three day nureeries, and the giving of
instruction in household management.

Families falling within the rwayonsibiliﬁy of the United Provident
Association are served, regardless of race, color, or religion. Twenty
per cent of the families served by this sgency are Hegro. In other words,
approximately 124 of the 620 active casss under care for the perled from
June 1, 1944, %o May 351, 1946 were Negro. One oase worker employed by
the agency is also a Negro.

Disability of the wapge earner sonstitutes the basioc resason for
A&siéﬁanee. In such esses, the Associstion provides eid until the wage
earnar~hma:reaavared and is employed. Emergency care is adainistered
when necessary. If needed, assistance can be given on the day of appli-
cation following a clearance with the Social Service Exchange. The
ageney can render every Lype of service from its own funds except mediocal
care. Problems encountersd inelude domestic difficulties, desertions,
delinguency, illepitiwmacy, mﬂdiaél nead, mental &afieienay;,illuesa,
poor home management, and improper housing. During the first two months
of 19456 there was a marked inorease in request for a#sis&anaa by Hegro
women who were unemployed.

Pwo of the day nurseries are for Hegro children., The three nur-
gseries are open to the children of employed women. However, a further
condition of oligibility is based on an income that is not sufficient

to pay commerciasl nursery rates. All three operated at near capacity
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during the war. About 100 shildren sre on the rolls of the largest of
the three nurseries. The two nurseries for Negro ohildren provide care
for a total of 100 Hegre children. However, the average daily attendance
st the nursery is only 58 for whites and 70 for Negroes. Pamilies with
larger incomes pay from twenty to fifty cents a week for the services.
Low income familiss, on the other hand, pay nothing.

The day nurseries accept children from six months to twelve years
of age. Parenus bring their children %o the murserles before goling %o
work, and reburn for them in the evening. ILunch is served. The children
are led in play aotivities and story telling hours by velunteer workers.
A planned program emphssizing proper diet, rest, and exercise is carried
out. Rach child must present a health certificate at the time of ad~
miaéién to the pursery. Part of the sotivities of the nurseriss include
a health p?ogram. All employees in the nuréarias for Negro children are
of thet race.

The United Provident Asscciation ls u member of tho Family Welfare
Association of America., All of the case workers are trained in the
}riald of ﬁaeial work. The organisation is governed by a bosrd composed
an§iraly of whito men.

8ince, on the whole, the Hegro in Oklshoma City occupies a place at
the bottom of the socio-eoconomic somle, Negro cases on file with the
various agencies generally have & larger number of social problems
arising out of the denials of his needs. Many of these probloms may
Vkeaﬁ ultimately to individual or group detariaratian; 8ince the agency
can do iittle to change the external world in which the Negro lives in

Oklshoma City, the success of any proposal that can ever be planned in
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an individual case depends largely upon building up the capavity of
those involved to such an extent that they are able to withstand the

situutions enaountered.

@raug fork

The Youny Women's Christian Association

Although the Young Vomen's Christisu Association Branch Building
hes consisted of only twe small rooms, and even tﬁeugh there has been no
executive secretary to head the ﬁegré branch for aevaral‘yaars. it is
perhaps the leading force in the Negro group work field in Oklahoma City.
The atteimments of this small group are largely the result of continued,
sywmpathetic support from the officials and membership of the Young
Wam@n*a Christian Association.

Negro staff workers in the Young Women'e Christisn Association
yr;g;aﬁ in Oklahoma City are given an opportunity to participate in the
planning of programs and the development of ganaral-polieies. As far as
the racial situstion permits, Negroes may alsc utilize the facilities of
the large building that is maintained by the Assoclation primarily for
whitez. Once esch week & class in modern dancing from the Douglas High
Sohool meets in the pymnasium of this bullding. Instruction is furnished
by the regular dancing teacher on the agenoy staflf. The olass has been
funetioning very satisfactorily for the past two years. During the 1948
Christmae season this group and the Negro Glrl Reserves presented the
dance drama, "The Jusgler of Notre Dame", at Douglas High School,

The Yénng fomen's Christian Associstion Buildiﬁg is the only place

in Oklshoma City where privabte groups may have dinner meetinss on an
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inter-racial basis. Fowever, considerable precaution is taken in the
condunt of sush meetings to vbserve state laws governing meetings where
Hegroes are in attendance.

An inter-racial Camp Conference was held in April, 18485, by the
Buginess and Professional Girls. As & result of the conference this
activity has been incorporated as a regular feature of the Young Women's
Christian Assocliation program. 4An inter-raclal advisory body Lo serve
the Girl Reserve was recently organized on & stave~wide basis.

In the early part of 1946 a ooncert was given by twenty three Negro
churech choirs for the purpore of raising funds for the consbruction of a
building for the Branch Young Women's Christian Assoolation. The total
number of persons of both races prosent at the concert was in excess of
6,000,

== m ap}il 1, 1946, the Young Women's Christlaen Association took over
the operations of the 8tiles Street United Servine Organization or the
use of all youth groups of the Hegro community. The parsen who had
directed the United Service Organization during the war at that time
beamae the first Young Vomen's Christian Asscciation Branch Executive in
Oklshoma City. Hxpenses of operating the bullding will be prorated
among bhe agencics usiag it. Berviee to military personnel will be con-
tinued through Jume 30, 1045.

Girl Reserve

The Young Women's Christian Association spomsors the Girl Reserve.
v!his is an organization for younger girls. There ars ftwo clubs for Hegro
sirls. One of these is for the junior high school, and the other is for

the senior high nchool. There are 35 members in the younger group and



01
twonty-five in the older. The mctivities of these two clubs are identi-
gul to those of the white olubs. The girls have weekly meetings. Every
other meeting is & social gathering. The Inter-School Council for the
Girl Heserve is inter-racial, At present the vice-president of the senlor
high school counoil, and the reporter for the junior high school group
are Negroes. In January, 1946, the Uklahoms City Girl Reserves held &
maﬁnsrnasﬁguwﬁf‘bﬁnqﬁuﬁ at the Venetian Room of the Young ¥Women's
Ohristian Associntion. In addition to the members of the white race
approximately 60 Negro women and girls were present. The devotional
was given by Wegro girls, and a Negro girl was in charge of refreshments.
Young Men's Chriatian Association

Negro men and boys do not participate in the program of the Uklahoma
Gitg fhung Men's Christisn Associstion. ¥Negroes are not represented on
the board Qf directors of the organisation. Although ne plans are under
way bo change the polisy of the local Young Hen's Christian Association
in its relutions o the Negro citizens, there is a plan to launch a drive
to ralse money for a new Young Men's Christian Association bullding downe
town and also for a Negro Young Men's Christian Assosciation building. A
provisional board of uansgement composed of Negroes has been named for
the proposed building for Negroes. The principal of Douglas High School
gerves ag chairman of this board.

The Hi-Y organization at Douglas High Sehool is independent of the
7 Oklahoma City Young Men's Christian Association and white HieY's. It is
directed by the Negro Young Hlen's Christian Association field aupafviser.
This high school organization is very aotive and has & program that

appeals to the high school boy. It is sponsored by teachers in the
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high school and has weekly meetings before the regular mgrnin@‘eiaaaea‘
Boy Scouts

There are sleven NWegro Boy Soout troops with s total membership of
160. There are three Cub packs with 72 membera. 8ix of the troops are
aponsored by churches.

At present a Negro man ie piven a small monthly sbtipend as a pard
time worker. The present enrollment of the Negro Scouta is too small to
warrant hiring a full time staff member. There is no Hegro representa-
tive on the Scout Counoil.

Camp Flekapee is used hy both the White and Hegro Secouts. The camp-
ing period for Wegro Scouts is held immediately efter the camp of the
white Boouta, An average of 90 boys attend this ocamp.

»ﬁha lack of trained Sgout leadership is considered the greatest
retarding éaa@ur in the development of a shrong Secoubing prograsm for
Negro boys. In 1945, 5.6 per cent of the Negro boys in Oklahoma City of
Beonut age were members of Scoubt troops.

Other Organisations for Young People

The Gamp Fire Girls have no colored membership in Oklshoma City,
This is not because of prejudice. The officials are relustant to offer
the program to colored girls when they are not yet able to offer them all
the benefits of camping. Alse, after consultation with group workers who
were sponscring the Girl Reserve program it was agreed that the exleting
orpgenizations were in a position to render all naeéeg services.

The Junior Red Cross program functions through the ity school
syastems. The program as outlined by the diresotor of the Junior Red

Crosa includes the ersation of the right sort of a'$itudes in humen



108
relations on the part of boys and girls. Every school in Uklshoms City
hes & Junior Red Cross organization. As there is neo individual member-
ship fee, no child is exeluded from membership.

The Junior American Red Cross at Douglas High Behool is one of the
outstanding groups in Oklshoms City. It has organized an advisory ocome
mittee from the faculty group. This is an unusual development, since no
similer organization exists in the regular schools. The principal of
Douglas High School also serves as a member of the Junior American Hed
Cross committes for the Uklahoma City Chapter.

There is no Inter-Bohool council of the Junior Red Cross. As the
sopurate‘sohanl coungil members could not be invited to partiocipate in
the aotivities of the larger council for the white schools they have as
yet not beeu persuaded o set up one of their own.

_ There ere twenty-one active troops of Negro Girl Seouts organized
throughout the separate schools. The Hegro division of the Girl Scouts
fg sponsorsd by an advigory body which is called the Intersultural
Committee. ALl mewbers of this committee are Negroes except the pastor
of 8t. Peter Claver's Chureh., The office of the Hegro stafl momber is
at the Negro Chamber of Commerce on the second floor of the Stiles Street
United 8ervica @rgani5akina builaing, The program has beon in operation
in Oklahoma City for bthree years.

There are no camping fecilities for Negro girls near Oklahoma City.
The gamps which are operated by the Young Women's Christian Association
and by the Cawp Fire Girls preclude the presence of Negroes as possible
alientale begaunse of presariptions im the wills of tho persons who gave

the camp sites. All Oklahoma City Girl Sgouts go to Lake Murray, near
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Ardmore, Oklahoma, for summer camp. There are three state-operated
eamps there., Camps numbers 1 and 2 are for whites and camp number 3 is
for Negroes. OCamp 8 has a total of 85 beds and will accomodate about 72
girls und 20 women. The cost of a week's camp to the individual Scout
has usually been $8.50. It is stated that the girls have little dif-
fioulty in raising this amount. There 1s a possibility that Camp No. 3
will be turned over to the whites unless the Wegroes make more use of it.
8ince the camp is looated 120 miles from ﬁklaham@ City it is difficult
for the Oklahoma City Negroes to use it,

During World War II many Negro soldiers and sailors were stationed
in the vicinity of Oklahoma City. The 8tiles Street United Service
Organization was established in a city-owned building that had formerly
beeﬁ«# Negro hospital. It ie a large building with two stories and a
pood basement floor. The building wae remodeled and redesorated to fit
the noseds of the service men. Under the direction of a well trained group
worker the United 8Service Orpanization has provided services for Negro
service men and women. These faecilities included crafts, oreative
hobblies, wholesome reoreation activities of all kinds, and pérﬁmnﬁl
services. The two professional staff members were furnished by the
Hational Young Women's Christian Association. Approximately 300 service
men per day'wara served during the war.

Some opposition was directed toward such actlvities as dancing and
table games by some of the religious groups in the community.

‘ Operation of this bullding was taken over by the Young Women's
Christian Association on April 1, 1946, OBervices to military ?ersnnnﬁl

will be continued through June 30, 1946,
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The Neighborhood (lubs were established as the result of a survey
made by the National ?rabaﬁian hseociation, This survey indicated a high
rate of juvinala delinguency in the area bounded bé d¥ain Street on the
¥orth, the Santa Pe tracks on the Bast, the Canadisn River, on the Bouth,
and Western Avenus on the West., Heighborhood Clubs began work in Bouth-
town in the basement of §t. Mark's Church in the swmmer of 1986. It was
a joint project of the Young Men's Christien Associatlon and the Young
Women's Christien Association. Later it has become a private agensy with
& board.

The purpose of the Neighborhood Clubs is to promote a community
program of social group work for the development of the religious,
gducational, and sooial benefit of the youth of Oklehoma City. During
the péricd of its greatest expansion, there were eight Nelghborhood
centers. The Works Progress Administration furnished leaders, librarians,
and toy librarians. The National Youth Administration was another source
af leadership. This was in addition %o the Feighborhood Clubs staff.

At present there are three Neighborhood Club centers. There are two well
equipped ecenters for white children, one on south Shartel, and the larger
one in Walnut Grove. Cook's Center at the Choctaw School served as the
genter for Negro youth for several years. The development of the program
was hampered becsuse of lack of space or proper equipment. THowever, there
was ne other building available in the Southtown area for club purposes.
The following statement gives an ascurate deseription of the faeility.
"The physical inadequacies and limitations of the building iteelf beggar
description. Only two rooms are still in use, the third having been

pondemned some tlme upgo by the mnicipal authorities. The school yard,
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which serves as the play ground, was being used as & grasing area for
wandering horses and a parking lot for sutamobiles at the time of the
visit of the spaciulistg"li

In January, 19486, Cook's Center was moved to the basement of the
8tiles Btreet United Service Organization whore there will be more ade- |
quate space and equipment. A larger mumber of children can also be
gerved in the new location. The staff consists of a Wegro man and a Negro
WOMAT
| Formerly there was a Hegro Neighborhood Clubs center in the base-
ment of the colored Baptist Chureh in Walnut Grove, but the congregation
askod that it be moved because they disapproved of their astivitles.
S8ince that time there has been no center for Negro children in Walnut
Grove.

_ In the summer of 1945 the Nelghborhood Clubs sponsored & Softball
League, composed of teams of boys from the underpriviliged areas of the
city. There were five Negro teams in the League. The older team from
Cook's Center won the laagﬁa championship. Difficulty was encountered in
playing white and colored teams against each other, not from the players,
but from elby ofriuialé. The law forbids Yegroes' playing on white play-
grounds and whites' playing on Hegro playgrounds., It was necessary to
schedule all mixed games on private lots. 4 short time later the
Kiwanis Club gave a pienic at Lake Overholser for all the boys who had
played in the lesgue. About sevenbty-five colored boys and three hundred

white boys spent an afternoon and evening in playing and eating together.

llelark.‘ga. ¢lit., p. 8.



CHAPTER VII
RACE DELATICNS

Although the race quastién is said to have been a oritical issue in
Oklahoma City sinece territorial dayu,x there have been no a&rimuﬁ.auﬁ~
breaks between Negroes and whites since the lynching of Jack Brooks in
1921.2

| Opinion among both Negroes and whites differs on the state of race
relutions. Many belleve that race relutions are as sound in Oklahoms
ﬂity as they are anywhere. Others are of the opinion that dungerous
sitastions exist that might ocsuse serious trouble. The situations which
are moet frequently referred to se danger spots are problems of publie
transportation, limited opportunities for amployﬁant. inadequate recrea=
tional opportunities, and restriotive housing convenanta.

There is general agreement upon but one aspeot of reace relations.
It is agreed that race relations are much betler than they once were.
Twenty~five community leaders, twenty Negroes and five white people,
were asked for an opinion on race relations. Fifteen of these stated
that they thought ﬁhut‘raaa relations are improving. BEven the editor of

the Black Dispatch, who is the champion of Hegro rights, stated that

1&@1‘“3' -aﬁ‘ cit»; lﬁﬁq
Zplack Dispateh, Janusry 14, 1921.
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race relations in Oklahoma City are improving. One Hegro minlster stated
that relations have iuproved greatly even within the last three months.
He belisves that a wholesome attibude ils growing up among the young
people of both races. MHe was also of the opinion that race relations in
Oklahoma City were not partiocularly atrained, and that they were better
than in many other loealities.

Another optimistio attitude was expressed in an editorial which

appeared in the Daily Uklahoumen. According %o this editorial comment:

"There is in this oity much good-will toward Hegroes and solid ground
for believing that 1% shall implement new efforts made by leaders of
both races Lo bring about improvement,"®

A& Hegro teacher who hes lived in the norihern states stated that
"You don't have to be im the South to fiand bigetry and prejudice. Okla-
homa Clty is not as bad ws meny other places.” ‘

8ix of the persons interviewed expressed opinions indicating that
they think that there is vothing particularly eritical sbout relations
betwean the races. Nevertheleas they think that there ls not much basis
for understanding. These persons expressed impatience with the attitude
of the white churches. One man sald that racial prejudice in Aunerica
gorminated in the white protestant churches, and thet while they preached
the brotherhoed of mmn, they practiced and encoursged segregation.

Anothar welleeducated Hegro women, who has taught in a Negro collegs,
in an outburst of emotion said, "These white preachers talk about love,

and God, and everybody's belng equal and then come outside of the church

Spaily Uklahoman, Qotober 20, 1945,
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and spit on mel Call that Christianity? Cuese I'm not a Christian if
that ia 18,

Thres of the persons interviewed expressed alarm about the racial
situntion in Okluhoma City. One was a white man who was concernsd over
the jim orow laws and the many cases of obvious disorimination. A4 Hegre
business man in a confidential talk felt bitterly about the injustlices
and made the statement thal he was just as good as eny whlte man or any-
body else. A mulatto woman whose grandPather was a member of a welle
knoen white family in the South expressed an attitude of friendliness
toward her white relatives and white people in general, However, she
stated, "fometimes when I'm orowded off the street or put off a bus by
some of the white Folks, it mekes me so unmhappy I could just die.” Ghe
also éxprasued some alarm over the sense of hatred that scems to be grow-
ing wp between the races.

One Negro woman of limited educsation butb pood disposition stated
that she wag considerably irriteted over the raltions bﬁémeen the races.
Bhe expressed her attitude in these words, "I get so tired of hearing
them talk sbout brotherly love and then not doing anything.about it. It
Just makes me sick Lo hear them talk sbout something they are not golng
to do anything sbout. Guess they can't help it any move then I can
though"

The pattern of racial segregation in Oklahoma City é@proximntns
the situntlion exisﬁing»in border cities more or less genevally. It is-
’diffiault to desoribe fixed patterns of Hegro segregation in border
cities. In the states lying between the southern and northern states are

found "many of the traits of the raclally 'solid South' and at the same
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tinme many of the practices of the northern states which viclate the
southorn recial conventionk and taboos.™

In the South the most consplouous forms of racial segregstion are
in hotels, restaurants, schools, parks, railroad s%ations and in the
agenciss of transpordation. Segregation is prasticed in all these areas
in Oklahoma City. However, a Negro somwminity leadsr pointed out that
"there is something about Oklahoma City that is different. Psopls obey
the jim crow laws, but they do not do it whole hoartedly. They practice
segregation, but don't seem %o bs trying to diseriminate."

Hany of the things that are believed to contribute toward racial
tonsion are based on slight but irritating grievaﬁees. For example, it
is believed by many white persons that the eolored malds of ﬁklahéma
0ity are orpganized into "Ulsanor Clubs". These olubs ars allegadiy
nawed for Mrs. Franklin U, Roosevelt and their parpaaa.ia %o demand high
wages and short hours. It iz nlso belisved by some that “Bumper Clubs"
exist., Membera of this club are sald to demand Thursday afternoons off
in order %o go to the downbtown department stores to bump spainst white
women shoppers. No trase of such olubds dnuld be uncovered by the Pederal
Bureau of Investigation, and the stories are not believed to be based on
facta.b

The bterm *niggar"Ais used by solored people as well as white people
in Oklahoma. I% is not eonduclive %o Ghe best race relations and in

rather aapraéictabla ciroumstences a Hegro may teke offense ut a Southern

4ﬁhnrlns 3. Johnson, ?abﬁarna‘ggiﬁegra Segregution, (Hew York:
Harper and Brothers, 1943), Be

Sibid. p. 7.
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pronounciation which Negroes also usa. The extrewe sensitivensss of the
Negro on this point is confusing to well-initentioned white perscns. The

Blagk Dispatch of February 28, 1946, oarried a front page story which is

of & type that mekes wvery little eontribution toward the cmuse of bebter
race relationst

"Branding the ctate health director, as an insidious foree in
Amerioan Demooracy, the business couneil of the Oklahoma Association
of Hegro Teashers voted to express grievious feelings of insult re-
geived from the Oklahomam offiecial for referring to the 1,000
listeners in Douglas auditorium three timﬁs Last Thursday night us
"niggers."

Boon after the opening of his sddress on "Health Bducation in
Schoole and Commumity", the public officisl wes thought by platform
guests to have heard him use the Bourbonic word of derision (nigger)
when he repesated the title of the assvciation.

Considering it inconcelvable that some high pudblie officinl would
stoop to such low depths, the audience seemed to merely "set" their
_ears %o make certain whether or not they were mistaken.

! The mon spolke on for several minutes with listeneors restless and
~ frequently asking the fellow on the next seat if he or she was cer-
tain that the word of derision colned by Hu~Kluxers and the like,

was spoken.

Shortly afterwerds the rugged looking doctor belched twice with
the Bourbonie slur, "nigger". Platfora guest R, G. Pesrrish, of
Chickasha, quickly rose and interrupted the man, supposedly cen-
soring hinm on repeatedly imsulting the sudience that was now goorn-
fully walking out into the hall.

The men flushed from his forehead to his stubby neck and soon
took his seat.

At this point a platform guest, Mr. William Fragzier, county
supervisor of separate schools in Seminole county, arose and cited
e similar ineldent vcourring in Seminole sownty. MNr. Frazier said
that ™ihites should not emphasize raocial distinotions with constant
reference So separate proups. . « o In our demoeracy, we ns Hegroes
and eitizens should correst such irregularities as oceurred here
OF THE SPUYT, where 1t happens, and sbrive ﬁu angoursge discontine
uanee of such practice whenever it occours! 1

One Negro who was in the audience on this occasion stated that he
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did not hear sany miapronouﬁeiatian. Another who was on the platform said
that the pronounciation was "nigra" and not "nigger". He also stated
that the speaker apologized profusely, snd that he had been done an ine
Justice by the newspaper publieiﬁy.

One of the religious orgenizations that is sttempting a program for
the betterment of race relations is the Christian Youth Council which is
gponsored by the Couneil of Churches. It is interdenominational and
inter-racial in its organization. It haz been functioning since July,
1946, Membership is made up of high school students from all the schools.
At some of the meetings there have been more Negroes present than white
persons. Grficna are about equally divided between the races.

Monthly meetings are held in various churches. Attendance averages
fifﬁ&. The progrem consists of devotionals and music. This is followed
by business discussion. The meeting is concluded with a recreational
program, Party gemes such as rabbit, mind reading, group singing and
folk gemes are partiocipated in by boys and girlg from both races. Rew
| freshments are served. The director of this gréup who is also superw
vigor of religious education for the Council of Churches stated: ™I
think that the good sttendance indicates a feeling of good will, because
Negroes will not go where they think they are not waluomm; I think thet
it is the most remarkable thing of which I have ever heard. I have been
amaged at the lack of any kind of friction, not even the kind you would
expect to find in any organization. We have about 30 churches represen-
ted wt present.” —

Another group, which ie sponsored by the Council of Churches, is

the Inter-racial cammitﬁee.whinh ig nmade up of fifty minlsters and other
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interested persons. The purpose of this committee is to assist the
races in becoming better sequainted. It is thought that this group could
serve us a nucleus of understanding in case of race riots or other crises.
It holds monthly meetings in the homes of members. Ulscussions of the
problems of all races sre held. The meetings conclude with a period of
recrestion followed by refreshments. Groups represented othar.than
white are Hegro, Indisn, Spanish, and Jewish.

The Oklahomm City Braunch of the Hational Association for the Ade
vanpement of Colored People was organized in Oklahoma Clty in 1984. At
present, there are around 1,000 members. Hass méetiuga are held occasion-
ally to stimulate interest in various projects for racial advancemsnt.

At present the Association is carrying on a campaign to ralse funds to
finsnce the test cmse on the sepurate school law.

_ Pollowing ﬁéa reports from the Urban League Community Relutions
project a group of community leaders organized themselves into & com-
mittee to study the reports and to attempt to see that the recommenda-
tions were carried oub. This committee has been inactive during the
winter months, but has undertaken to start a canpaign to zein member-
ship for a branch of the Hational Urban League in Oklahoma City. This
group expecte to help tou improve socisl conditions and rece relutions.

In Pebruary, 1946, a Community Brotherhood Rally, which was
sponsored by the Ministerial Alllances and the Couneil of Christians and
Jews, wes held in the Douglas High Sohool Auditorium. 4 rabbi, a priest,
‘davmral protestant ministers, end a few laymen m&éaszaeahaa. The pro-
gram was attended by over five hundred people, the majority of whom were

Wegroes. Beveral remedies for racial and religious intolerance were
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digscussed. The principal of Dougles High School sald that one of his
greatest friends was & white man. "We dared to know each other. Ve
beosme the finest, life-long friends because we knew each other. That
is the remedy.” A Hegro minister ocvncluded with these remarks, "We
have the vemedy. What difference will these ine addresses muke? Can
these good white brothers get it over to their people, and omn I get it
ovar to mine? How can we teach them how %o love? MHow can we teach them

how to forgive one another?"



CHAPTER VIII
SOCIAL ADJUSTHENT

Prom the preceding portions of this study several rather well de-
fined oonolusions may be drawn, In the Tirst place, the pattern of seg-
rogation of the Negro in Oklahoma City conforms wmore or less closely bo
the pattern of segregation of Negroes in cities throughout the country.
In Oklahona City, as iz true in many other metropolitan areas, there is
one largze and several small Negro distriots.

A socond characteristic of the pattern of segregation usually found
in the average Wegro area of an urban community is the presence of a
Negro business district. The Negro business districet exists by means
of the types of servises that are rendered to the oitizens living in
the segregated area. For the wmoat part the scope of these b&siﬁ&sn
sotivities parallels the rangs of businesses usually found in a town of
about the same size as the segregeated srea. In Oklshoma City the come
plete absence of any banking facilities in the Wegre business district
represents what ia perhaps the mosi significant difference in the range
of hmaihass setivities from that generally found in an area of approxi-

Vn&ﬁply the same size. j

In many parts of the country the range of chioles of ocoupations

for Negroes is seriously restricted. Race prejudice acoounts for %hia

118
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rostriction to a rather unusual degree, In other wordsy the more
desirable lines of work are generally taken by the dominant group.
The Negro more or less generally tukes what is left. A second factor
limiting the choloce of jobs is to be found in the smaller degree of
akill on the part of the Hegro.

In Oklahoms City the Wegro is seriously restricted in the range
of employment opportunitieas. The great majority of the Negroea in the
area in question are employed in domestio and personal service, un-
skilled labor, and public service.

As may normally be expected, such social problems as orime and
juvenile delinquency in the area in quesiion are nmore pressing than is
generally truo ameng white residential areas occupied by the middle and
upper classes. Orime and delinquency rates, however, in the Hegro
residential district under consideration are no% appreciably higher
than the rates for whibte areas on the same general ecoonomic and social
levels.

The separate school system of Oklshoma City comparea favorably with
the schools for whites in nlmost all respeots. However, truancy ratea
for Wegro children are much higher than thoge for wshibe children. Much
of this is atdributed to conditions of unstable fanily 1ife such as
broken homes, the nocossity for both paronts Lo work away from home,
and the lack of adequate olothing, oar fare, and lunch mansy;

Roonomic inadequacy is also reflected in the norbldity and mortality
vrates of the Megro population in Oklahoma City as o;mparad to those for
the white population. Thoss diseases which are commonly the result of

a low standard of living are found most frequently in the Negro
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population. Habvernal mortality, dietary diseases, tuberculosis, pnoumonis,
and diseases of infancy and c¢hildhood are tho common causes of desth
among the Hegro people.

With few exceptions, Weproes of Uklahoma City share equally in the
services of social welfare apencies. The proportion of reguests for
assistance for FNegro families ie greater than their population ratio,
and family welfere agencies generally carry e large Negro case load.
There are no agencies offering institutional care %o Negro ohildren.
This constibutes one of the most obvious social welfare needs of the
pormpunity. v

As is true in Negro communities throughout the nited ﬁtaﬁea. the
Church plays a leading role in phﬁ sosial 1ife of the eaumunity. ?ha-r
people give enthusiastic support to religion, but the effectiveness of
t@ahﬂhureh is wealeoned by poor wvoclesiastical government, internal

disorganization, and multiplicity of denoninations.

Case Nistories of Social Adjustment

The life of the individual colored personm in Oklahoma City has been
influenced to & considerable degree by the community forces which have
been described in the preceeding chepters. Thls community has produced
a large number of progressive, stable citisens. There has also been
produced a group of citizons who exhiblt signs of shiitlessness and anti-
social behavior. Thar§ is & close connection between the forces which

gend to influence the lives of individual NHegroes and those forces which
tend to influence the general pattern of the Negro sommunity. Hspeciel
emphasis is given to this relationship by the case hiéteriaa which

follow.
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Mihen the Cherckee Tribe was woved from the southesstern states
to Oklehoms in 1838, a Colonel Bigbee had two wives, one a squaw
and the other s white woman. The white wife objected to being
woved to Uklahowa, &0 he moved as far west as the Mississippi River
snd settled near what is now the clty of Hemphis, Tennessee. Uther
Cherokee families followed and this became what is now known as the
rebellionsg Cherokes Tribe.

One of the edussated young men from thiz tribe became the foreman
of the Handolph plantetion. He married one of the slave girls who
was half Creek Indisn. During the progress of the Qivil War he wes
threatened with dedth for teaching the slaves to read. Some white
persons were kllled and their heeds were pubt on fence posis as a
warning to others who had been teaching the Negroes during this tinme.
Sensing the lmpending danger, he was taken away by white friends,
and fled to Illinois.

This man's son, J. D. Randoiph, was educsted by a private tubor
who was a fSwede, Later he was adultted to the publio schools of
Tennessee and graduated from the sighth grade. His contacts with
white persons were mmerous. Az a young man he was ssgsociated with
the prominent political and business men of Tennessee. He helped
to organige s ¢lub in Nashville %o which only two Hepgroes belonged--

the other meombers wers bankers, lawysrs, and white office holders.

fihen Uklahoma Territory was opened to settlement in 1888, J. D.
_ Randolph came %o Uklahoma City. He was followed later by his

= fanily and by two other famllies from his tribe in Tennessee. In

Jenuary, 1880, be rented a shsaok of one and one-~half rooms for
$7.50 & month, In this building he set up the first school for
eolored children. Later he was made the first prineipsl of the
solored schools. Hs tasught school for twenty years. He also
asaisted in organizing the Calvery Bapiist Churoh. Later_he worked
as an attendant in the law Library at the State Gapital.”l

The children of these three families from ?en#nsaaa have become lead-

ing citizens of the Negro commmity. Almost all of them are in the

professions. Represented in this family group are dentists, druggists,

teachers, physicians, and ministers. The third generation of this family

group slso contributes a large part of the leadership in the activities

of the Douglas High Bchool. The adjustment of this- group of people

1Ph111ipa Galieution. Iadian~?ioneor'Faparn. (University of Oklahoma

Library, unpublished, Norman, Ukluhoma), 280.
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appears to have been as satisfactory as that found among the white people
who osme to Oklahoma City in 1888,

The next social history brings out rather clearly the influence of
social forces in this Negro community upon the development of young
persons of high school age. Bufing the war it was estimated that =L
ieast 6,000 Negroes migrated to Oklahoma City from eastern Uklahoma to
engage in war work. Although many of these have left the olty they were
undoubtedly influenced in one way or another by the community foroces
which exist.

The subject of this study is a boy of 17 years of age. MHe is tall,
vory dark, snd has distinet Hegreid features. IHe is not shy and has a
pleasant persenality. He recently won a $25.00 prize in a newspaper
editorial contest. He was eager to cecoperate in meking this study and
nndqrataeé its purpose. '

"I was born April 21, 1927, at Perndale, Oklahoma. I don't mind
talking about myself. My life is an open book. Uy father was &
farmer. He lived on & rented farm. When I was four years old my
father and mother were separated., At that time my mother moved %o
Ardmore, Oklsahoma. I think my mother snd father had separated
beeause of ine-laws, but it did not seem to make much of an in-
pression on me. After we moved te town I would visit my father
and his people in the summer and the arrengement secemed quite
natural.

I went to school at the age of six. It was a good Hegro school--
a frame building of aboubt eight rooma which housed all the grades
through highschool.

Mothor supported three boys by housework. I oan recall her
bringing food home from where she worked. 8he made aboubt §12.00
a month and sometimes less. As soon &s the boys in the family
were old enough we began shining shoes and making money in what-
ever way we could. Both of my brothers are older than I am.

There seenad to be scmething in my bvemperament that made me

want to be oud of this society that I was in at that time, which
wasn't any society at all. Perhaps it was because of my schooling.
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Negro teschers are more serious in thelr efforts because they
recognise the fact that the Negro is in a peosition of disadvan-
tage. I was always good in school work and 1 loved to read
books.

Vihen I was in the 0-8 I came to Uklshoma City %o go to school.
I did not know just why at that time, but I wanted to get out
of that enviromment. I realized that if I remained there I would
drift into the situation that most of the Hegroes had drifted
into, and they did not think anything about it. I think it was
what you might call a situation that you did not like, and
detested, yet you remained in it. ALl during ay childhood I
saw fighta, drunks, and immoral sctivities, especially on the part
of marrisd Negro men seeking uwnmarried Hegro giris as the object
of their attentions. Actual observation of immoral conduct on
the part of persons representing both races wasg not uncommon
along the railroad property.

I never had one white friend while I was growing up. Mother's
enployer must have been nlce to her. 8he would always send us
Christmas gifts and other toys and things from time to time. Bhe
sent us BB guns once, We would go up and down the trackse hunbting
and sometises would get into fights with the white kids. It
wag almost the same way eny kide fight--nothing serious--just
for the fun of fighbting. They would yell "Nigger" at us, or we
would oall them "Peckerwooia", "Patties", or "Checkernecks"

_ {becnuse white people's skin is oracked whon they get old), and
the fight would start. That 412 not happen very often and it
was a sort of secret among us never to say anything to our
parents about fighting with the whites. It think it was the
gane way with the whites not to tell their parents. We had that
muich Sense. ’

Until I ceme to Oklahoma City I had not given white people
much attention. I had a distrust of white people. I knew they
wore taking something from us; that they had better schools
than we did. This was nothing instilled by my mother. Hother
acoepted conditions and did not teach us to hate anybody. OSome
of our psople feel inferior, but I never have. I'm positive.

I just did not feel inferior. Hometimes my own people do not
understand me.

If it had not been for my mother I don't know what would
have become of me. Uhe had little education, just the fourth
or fifth grade, but she had high hopes for her boys. She pre-
vented us from falling into many of these pitfells. It was a
good home, WHe moved three times in eleven years. 5She never
owned & home until & year and a half ago. This came about by
my brothers going to the army and her getting an allotment.
One of my brothers is out of the army now. He is @ shine boy
in Ardmore. He graduated from the high school thers, snd he
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plans to go back to school and take & business course under the
G« I. Bill.

1 came to Oklshoma City, where my father and his wife live, in
order to go to school.

Wie went to the Baptist church, rather regularly. I have always
been of a religious temperament, but my concepition of religion
was o little different from their conception of religion. I
haven't found what I want in the field of religion. I think I
may find what I want in Father E.'s ohurch. (I was baptized when
I was 7 years old) Lots of the preachers don't give anything and
say #o many things that sre false. In his preaching he states
facts and accepted concepts that any reasoning person can under-
stand., I want %o know why.

I am by nature a sensitive person, but I would not have been
up here at Douglas if I had not changed that. I would have been
weeded out a long time apo. & lot of people believe in practioing
religion one day. I believe im practioing it all the time. That
is something I believe.

1 began trombone lessons from a private instructor. He was my
uncle. Hother paid him a dollar a lesson for one year. I got
into the band in the seventh grade., The highschool band at the
school was just starting and I played in that. We had parades and
. played for football games. I like music.

Then I oame up here. I zot into the band up Here. I also play
in the school orechestra and sing in the glee club. I also attend
moet of the symphony concerts. I don't like to play in dence
orchestras in our public places because a person is likely to get
into trouble. I like the other types of music best, especially
classics and marches. ‘

1 learned to play the piano by learning the keyboard and I
already knew all my notes from playing the trombone. I also took
about & month and & half of lessons. I practice at school now
without supervision. ¥se have four or five pianos over at Douglas.
Mre. Bresux stressed that it was best to go to concerts. I took
musie appreciation from her. I have a music, sclensce, and English
major. We got tickets to the concerta at §3.16 for the season.

It has been necessary to work all the time I have been up here
if I am to have any spending money. I am not working now, but I
will probably go te work soon. -

1 worked down at Kats drugstore. The job involved bringing in
supplies from the warshouse. I also worked at Empire Billards--
racking balls, sweeping, ete. I shined shoes, and 1 once worked
for two weeks as a masseur at the YMCA. I quit that job. I
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didn't like that kind of work. It was the wrong type. It's not
always good to do things you dom't like to do. The beat job I

had was & porter at the Pederal Reserve Bank. I worked there all
one summer and gobt about 3126.00 e month, We got up at 6 a.m. The
job gousisted of mopping, cleaning and polishing most of the day.

I got into a homeroom when I first came to Douglas. That was
the first organization I gobt into. Then I got inte the Hi-Y. It
was the best elub over there. We would mset every Thursday morning
from 8¢00 until 8:45. The dues were ten cents a week. The way to
got the dues was to sell five Hi-Y papers for two oents each. I%
was at that time one of the least expensive clubs in the school,
and yet ome of the best., At that time we had a chaplain and he
would read lessons from the Bible. Bometimes we would have dig-
oussions of what had been read. And there was always the devo-
tional exersises and that was stressed. It’s not stressed to any
largs extent now. Thaet has happened in slmost all the clubs,
Thers has not been very much to work with during the war. In the
9~4 and 10-B I was just a member. I worked on the puaper as one of
the production managers. In the 10-A I waus elected president of
she Gtate Hi-Y for Negroes. It was at a convention here. 1 was
re-glected president of the Stete Hi~Y in my senior year at a
meeting in Muskogee. Our sponsor took us over there. About 26
boys went over there from here.

Hosea Owens iz Che captain of the Student Patrol. It is for
_ the protection of the students and manages traffic in the halls.
There is one captain, and two lieubenants. The others are members.
It ie sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Oklahoma City. I belonged
o the Puture Business Leaders of Awmeriea, but I wes dropped
begause I missed too many meetings. It mests at 8310 a.m. We had
janckets that were iesued out to the members who had been in the
olub the longest time., I was not too interested in the things we
would do. They were insignificant. They did not mean much to ne.
They pructiced typing, psid dues and had a float in the parade.
(It veally isn't as insignificant as I try here to make it appear.)

T urlong to the Christian Youth Couneil that you saw me attending
over &% the churoh.

I go to the show two or three times a week. I used to go almost
every day. I have been trying to work it down ©o aboub once a week.
Most of the students go four or five times a wesk. They like cow-
boy and shoot-em up shows. Every now and then there is a good
ploture. The Jewel theatre gets the best pletures. It is Hegro
pwmed and operated. The Aldridge is Negre owned, but white, Jowish,
operated. Plotures at the Aldridge sre not as good as the ones at
the Jewel., It seems that the white man does not really understand
what the Negro wants.

Most of the piotures with all Negro casts are not well produced,
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if they are produced just for Negroes. There's somebhing wrong.
¥very once in a while we will get a better pleture. Take for
instance 'Caldonia’. It was all colored. It lasted Lhirty
minutes snd they showed it with another pioture and charged

firty cents. They usually charge twenty-five cents. Everybody
went to see it. They must have liked it. They spent their money
to see it, but some of the sights were disgusting and some of the
soenes were the low type. I don't know whether people like to go
%o the show or whether they just don't have any other place to go.
We get some pood shows. 'For Whom the Bell Tolls' packed them in,
Most Wegroes enjoy the same piotures that the whites enjoy. If
it is n good picture they don't care who plays in it. We enjoyed
'Btormy Weather' and 'Cabin in the Sky'--they were good plotures
and well produced.

I took the course in physical education that is required at
bDouglas, I liked it all right, but I don't like the idea of
getting out and getting things broken up. A number do go out
for athletica.

All this talk about ghosts and zombies snd superstition makes me
siok. There are, however, many people who believe in it. A great
number who believe in voododsm, fortune telling and spiritualism.
Yy mother used to work for s famous Hegro fortune teller. Foriune
telling is just a trade. You come in and tell thom something about
your life and they can tell you something that will come out true.
_ They can tell you something. Anyone with any reasoning at all
could tell what wuight happen In your life after seeing what has
happened in so many other lives. Astrology iz popular. All this
has & plage in the minds of many Negroes., It flourishes in the
Hegro community. '

Aftor 1 graduate I will probably go straight to the army or navy,
Later I want to o %o & college or university. At this time I anm
thinking about a church school-«Bi. dujzustine's in Releigh, North
Carclina. I want to take pre-med. I am interested mostly in
psychiatry. Right now I don't know all the qualifications of a
psychiatrist. -1 have begun finding material on the present
peyehiatrists in %the United Otates which has been of mush value
o ue.

I read a lot at the Dunbar Branch Library. We have a very
fine librarian. I find that the library is OK for my present needs.
Some of the books which I can recall having read eince I have been
going to Douglas are 'On Being a Real Person' by Harry Fmersen
Posdiock, 'The Violent PFriends' by Winston Cleves, 'Black Boy' by
Richard firight, 'The Doctor Looks at Love and Life’, by Joseph
Collins, 'The Ethics of Sex' by Rene Guyen, 'Introduction te
Psychoanalysis’ by B. Freud, 'So Well Remembered' by James Filton,
*Short Stories' de Haupassant, ‘lagnificent Obsession', 'Disputed
Pagsage', and ‘The Robe' by Dougles, 'The Wit and Wisdon of India
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and China' by lLin Yutang, 'Complete Works of Bhakespeare', 'Ussays’
by Bmersun, 'Leave Her to Heaven' by Ben Ames Williamums, 'Freunchman's
Oreek' Maurier, 'Ivanhoe' by Scott, and 'Tale of Two Cltlies’ by
Dickens."



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Books

Baker, Ray Stannard. Following the Color Line. Hew York: Doubleday,
Page and Company, 8

Bogardus, Emory 8. Contemporary Sociology. Los Angeles: University of
Bouthern Celifornis Press, 1982, i

Brawley, Benjamin C. A Bogial iﬁaterx of the American Negro. Wew York:
The momillm 0”5., ):MG

Detweiler, Frederick G. The Negro Press in the United States. Chiocago:
The University of Thicago Press, 19s8.

Dowd, Jerome, The Wegro in American Life. HNew York: The Century Co.,

Dowd, Jerome. The Hegro Races. Hew York: The Macuillan Co., 1907.

Drake, St. Clair and Clayton, Horsece R. Black Hetropolis. New York:
o Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1945, :

DuBois, Willism B. B. Black Reconstruction. New York: larcourt, Brace
and Co., 1985. ;

DuBois, Willism BE. B. Darkwater. HNew York: Harcourt, Brace and Co.,
1920,

DuBois, William B, B. The Souls of Black Folk. Chicago: A. C. HeClurg
and Cos, 1804. :

fmbree, Bdwin R. DBrown Amerioans, The Story 3{‘_ A Tenth of the Ration.
Hew York: The Viking Fress, 1043. ‘

Federal Writers' Project. A Guide to the Soomer State. Norman: Univer-
sity of Oklahoma Press, 194l.

Herskovits, Melville J. The American Negro. New York: A. A. Knopf,
1828,

| Holmes, Samuel Jackson. The Negro's Struggle for Survival. Berkeley:
: University of Galifornis Press, 1907. * :

Johnson, Charles 8. The Hegro in American Civilisation. New York:
Henry Holt and Cosp 1080,

128



126

Johnson, Charles 5. Patterns of Hegro fegregation., Hew York: Harper
and Brothers, 1944,

Klienberz, Otto (ed.). Charaoteristics of the American Negro. Wew York:
Harper and Brothers, 1o4d.

MacIver, R. M. Commmity, & Jociclogleal Study. London: Macmillan and
Co., 1520,

Mabry, William A. The Negro in North Carolins Politios Since Reconstruc-
tion. Durham: Duke niversity Press, 1940,

Murrsy, Florence (ed.). Tne Negro Handbook. WNew York: Current Reference
Publications, 1944,

Odum, Howard W. Race and Rumors of RBage. Chapel Hills University of
Horth Carolina Press, 1948, |

Replogle, Pred A., and Tibbitts, F. L. Burvey of Welfare Activities in __
Oklahoma City, Oklshoma. (mlmam?‘(‘;?'x:“&laham ¢TIty University
Press, 1906a

Sanders, Wiley B. (ed.). Negro Child Welfare in North Carolina. Chapel
Hill: University of Worth Carolina Press, By LDGOe

Walker, Anne K. Tuskegee and the Blaok Belt. Richmond: The Diets Press,
1944.

Washington, Booker T. The Story of the Wegro. New York: Doubleday, Page,
and Co., 1909,

Woodson, Carter G. The Negre Professional Man and the Community. Washe
ingten: The Asaeafatgeﬁ"?br The Study of Wegro Life, imnc., 1934.

| Woof'ter, Thomas Jackson. The Basis of lacial §§Juatmﬂnt. Bosbton: Binn
and Company, 1926.

a8 8 & & & ® ® ¥ % ® ®w 6 € F B8 F & O = e s & % * @ & & 5 » w ¥ & ¥ @

Public Doouments

U. 8. Bureau of the Census. Abstraot of the Thirteenth Census of the
United States: 1910. Washington: Government Printing Office, 1918.

U. B. Bureau of the Census. Fourteenth Census of the United States: 1920,
Population, Vel. II. Washingtons Government Printing Office, 1922.

U. 8. Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of the United States: 1980,
Population, Vol. IX. ’ﬁish&ngﬁoﬁ?"ﬁovernmant Printing Office, 1558,

Y. §. Bureau of the Census. Sixteenth Census of the United States: 1940.
The Labor Forge, Vol. I1I, pt. 8. Washingtons Government Printing

Dffice, 1948.




127

Reports and Phamplets

National Urban League. "Report on the Field Services of the Social Group
Work and Reoreational Specialist in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,
Dotober l8-Novewber 2, 1945". A Report prepared by fthel R. Clark
for the Community Relutions Project. Oklahoma City: Council of
Sooinl Welfare, 1945. (Unpublished).

Wational Urban League. "Report of the Health Consultent for Oklahoma City,
Oklahoms." A Report prepared by Paul B, Cornely, H. D., for the
Commnity Relations Project. Oklahoma Citys Council of Social
Welfare, 1945, (Mimeographed).

National Urgan League. "A Study of the Social and Eoonomlic Conditions of
the Hegro Population of Okluhoma CGity, Oklahoma.” A Report pre-
pared by J. Harvey Kerns for the Community Helations Project.
Oklahoma Citys Council of Social Welfere, 1945, (Mimeegrapbed).

National Urban Lesgue. "Report on the Field Experieonces of the Casework
Consultant in Oklahoma Ciby, Oklahowms, October 18, 1045 to November
2, 1945." A Report prepared by Ewell L. Newman for the Commmnity
Relntions Project. Oklehoma City: Council of Soclal Welfare, 1946,
(Unpublished).

Oklahouma City Chamber of Commerce. Oklahoma City from "A" to "Z". Okla-
homa Gitys Chasber of Commerce, 194b.

Oklahoma City Council of Social Welfare. "Misbehaving Minors". A Report
prepared by the Council of Bocial Welfare., Oklahoma City, August,
1946,

Oklalioma Department of Public Welfure. Report for the Fiscal Year, July
1, 1944~~June 30, 1945, Oklahoma Clty: OKlahoms Department of
Public Welfare, Uctober 9, 194G.

"Annual Report of the Juvenile Court of Oklahoma County, Oklshoma for the
Yosr November 1, 1944 to Ostober 81, 1945." (Unpublished).

LV A o T IR TSR SR i IR TN I M R e TS SRR CRE R (G R B S Gl RAE S Ao R R P L

Articles

Bucyolopasdia Britannica. 1946, Vol. XVI. Article, "Oklshoma City." &

Pe Wo

Carter, Blmer A. "Shadows of the Slave Tradition," Survey Graphie, Vol.
m}:t, Yo. 11, ﬁ@'wﬁm})ﬁrg 1942, De 554,

Buﬁuan, Otis D. "The Fusion of ¥hite and Fegro and Indian Culbures at the
Converging of the New South and West." The Southwestern Bocial
Science Quarterly, Vol. XIV, No. 4, March, 1954,




128

Granger, Lester B. "Negroes,” Social Work Yearbook, 1948, 2Edited by
Russell H. Kurtsz. Yew York: Hussell bage Foundation, 1945. p. 280.

Harcoson, Bimon, "The Control of Etinic Conflioct,” Social Porces, XZXIV,
Ho. 2, December, 1845, p. 161.

Tannenbaum, Frask. "The Destiny of the Negro in the Western Hemisphere,"
Political Science Quarterly, Vol. LXI, No. 1, Harch, 1046.

Lok TR SRR BENE SR RS R R ® # & ® & ¥ A B B S & 6 ¥ O 9 @ » S H B & » e s L

Hawagaggra

The Daily Oklahomen, April 23, 1039; October 18, 1045; October 18, 1948;
ovember 80, 1045; December 3, 1946; December 6, 1945; January 14,
1846; ilsrch 17, 1048.

The Black Dispatch, September 24, 1938; Janusry 19, 1946; February 23,
16463 %eﬁruary 18, 1948.

@ ® W & B ¥ & # B # W S O ¥ & & B » & 4« " " A & 2 B B B & B ¥ * 8 B P

ggyabliuhad Haterial

Burke, Francis Dominic. ™A Survey of the Negro Community of Tulsa, Okla-
homa." Unpublished Master's thesis, University of Uklehoma, 1936,

Chowning, Betty Katherine. "Bocial Protors Contributing to the Depen-
dency of One Hundred Femilies." Unpublished Master's thesis,
University of Oklahoma, 1943,

Crossley, Mildred M. "A History of the Negro Bchools of Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma." Unpublished Haster's thesis, University of Oklahoma,
1988, '

Dagley, Asa Wallace. "The Negro of Oklahoma." Unpublished liaster's
thesis, Univereity of Oklahoma, 1928.

"Indian~-Pioneer Papers.” A colleotion of unpublished papers in the
Phillips Collection, University of Oklahoma Library.

Bibson, Mdattie Cul., "The Dependent Family in Oklahoma City Community
Canp." Unpublished Haster's thesis. University of Oklahoma, 1934.

Uraves, Jones Shelby. "The Influence of the Canadian Rivers on the Devel-
opment of Oklahoma, 1806-1866." Unpublished Haster's thesis,
Univeraity of Oklahoma, 1957.

Haher, Janett Isabel. "Social Changes in Oklahoma CGity from 1889 to 1930."
Unpublished Master's thesis, University of Oklahoma, 1933.

Robertson, Leo L. "Geographical Chenges Resulting from Oil Development
in Oklahoma City end Vieinity." Unpublished Master's thesis,
University of Oklahoma, 1057.



149

Saweth, Sigmund., "Creek Hegroes, A Study of Raoce Relations.” Unpub-
1ished Master's thesis, University of Oklahoms, 1940,



	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_001
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_002
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_003
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_004
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_005
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_006
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_007
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_008
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_009
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_010
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_011
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_012
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_013
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_014
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_015
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_016
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_017
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_018
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_019
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_020
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_021
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_022
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_023
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_024
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_025
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_026
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_027
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_028
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_029
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_030
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_031
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_032
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_033
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_034
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_035
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_036
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_037
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_038
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_039
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_040
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_041
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_042
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_043
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_044
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_045
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_046
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_047
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_048
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_049
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_050
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_051
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_052
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_053
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_054
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_055
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_056
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_057
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_058
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_059
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_060
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_061
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_062
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_063
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_064
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_065
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_066
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_067
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_068
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_069
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_070
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_071
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_072
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_073
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_074
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_075
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_076
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_077
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_078
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_079
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_080
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_081
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_082
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_083
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_084
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_085
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_086
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_087
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_088
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_089
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_090
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_091
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_092
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_093
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_094
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_095
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_096
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_097
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_098
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_099
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_100
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_101
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_102
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_103
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_104
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_105
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_106
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_107
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_108
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_109
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_110
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_111
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_112
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_113
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_114
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_115
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_116
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_117
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_118
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_119
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_120
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_121
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_122
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_123
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_124
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_125
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_126
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_127
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_128
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_129
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_130
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_131
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_132
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_133
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_134
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_135
	1946_Fulkerson_Fred_Thesis_136



