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COA:MTififi I'OllCHS I.N A NEGRO DISTH!C'l' 

!N OKl,A!IO- C 1'.TY, OKlJJIOl,(h. 

CH!i.P'l'ER I 

}IA URE AND 8COPT£ or Tlm S 'l'UPl 

The o.it:is and objeotiveu of the present study have been primarily 

to determ.ne the social forces operating in thi:; largest Mogro co1mnunity 

in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.. It should be ~ppa~enb irola -the cm bsot th6lt 

these forces would 'be !'unde.montally of two typ()SJ those which oonstitute 

positive factors in oommunity development, and thooe v;hioh oousvJ.tute 

ne r, tiv or di orGuniziil{; fno~ors. 

The diatriot under study is a. natural area within a. lnrge oity. 

Community foroes operating w1:thin 'this nre are relt\tod to tho forces 

at ~wrk within t;hu lare;,_.,., o<.,1nm.u:nit!l'• A briuf' surv.:.ty of !:.ho ,.mti.re 

oomnn.tni'ty settin;:: has therefore been included. 

This <lietriot for-1::is tha ocntor of comi"::".unity li.fa for Negroes from 

all areas of the oity. Forcea o..ffeotinr:: }fobroes a.nywhere ,,i·cidn 

Okl hot.la City $nd those opera.tin·; within the district az·e intei-dependent. 

Thar fore. oo:mi ide.ration of coI:DnUni ty forces af teo'i:;ing all Uegroes of 

Oklahoma Oity have boen inoluded in the study. 

In the effort o doter-mine tha community .rorees t.hut re operating 

several thods off ct finding ere used. 

1 
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'the iational Urban Lat1.gue Coromunity lttilutione Frojeot Roports wore 

studied and efforts were m•d to avoid duplioation in the collection of 

data. Oklahom City was one or th five major cities in tle Unitod 

States salooted in 1945 by tho National Urban League for a co.rim.unity 

relo.tions survey on the lfH::oHomio ~ud c,ulturu.l probloms of' the ilt,;~ro. 

'l'hi,: surv~y., ,fhioh we.iS fina.noed by the Rockefeller Fmmtlation. L:1oludttd 

a gen.oral report and repoi,-tn on the rip oific ...'ieldg Oi.' hot:i.lth. uooi£il 

casu work. recreation. Mtd housing. Confer~noen wer<.1 held with every 

~mbor of the lfrhari ten1;rua research group and ~ugr;t:1a tiona ns to arel:I.S 

needlnr~ !\irther ~xplor1i1.ti<H1 wora i·nooi ved • 

.A.nalysas of the a·~tig,;ios of' th, Sixteenth Ctins a of the United 

Si;ates and other atatiatioal datu. p~rta.iniug t() the district have b~on 

iuolucl0d in 'i;hu etl~dy. 

Addit,ional facts. arJ.d insight in,.o a oial con~it1ons were obt inEtd 

du.rint~ six roonl;ho of a..i,pervisad field ,1t)rk in social groui, work a,t thi:, 

tfogro Et)isoopa.l Churoh of t ·c. E~dacmer Youth Center. 

More tl an ontt hun<lrecl a.:Hi twf.m.ty-five pe~fHmnl interviews ijiith 

eg.ro and , hite pe1·1S1on.s oolto-erning th~ lfogro c.•.11urt\ini ty served. 1.u, l::.he 

basis for some of -ch~ cone!usiona relllehed. 

Fina:ly, individunl caso 1'1iato.riea '¼rhicl wore obtained th1 ou1;h 

inte1·viov,s wer~ used to illustrate th.e off'uots of the 001.~lity forooa 

upon tho indivldu 1 per1.rnnttli1~y-. 

Thiu r.tt1dy h s . att(:,1nptod to r«oord as ncourately na por:!sible. the 

gcmt.,rn.l &truotural eharaoteristics of Ok16.h:.w a City and of tho 1legro 

distriot specifically, the aeonoinio tJJ.1d aoci. l fol'oes in the c01~1mni'ty, 

the types ot socin.l welff!.re ~t)l"Vious vailable to Okl:,~}1onw. City t-iegroes, 



the eff&ct ot thes@ for-oes on the i:nd:i:d.dutil pt)rsorlallt.y, l.Uld. tl!1:;; p$.tt(Jrn 

of .rao~ ~elations within Okla.hfflW'.ti. Qi ty a:\; tb<) pres.tmt time. 



CHAPTER II 

THE COMWJNITIES 

'l'he Uegro om'llttl.unity in question forms a natural arc& in Oklo.homa 

City, tho oa.pi tol of the S·tt1.-te of Oklahoma. This is thE, lnrgcst city 

in the state, havilli; a population in 1940 o.r 204,424. In 1946 the 

estimated popul~tion was 220,000. Including outlyin~ areas, the metro­

politan populo.tion was <~ntimf¼ted at 266,~na for tho oatao year.l The 

location of Okln.homa City is ~pproocirnn.tely 260 mil~Hl ·smith or the 

geogral,>hio -0enter of tha United States and seven milen frott -the S.-;60 .. 

graphic center of Oklahoma. The sito eoverfl 49.8 square m1los. The 

alti.tudo ia 1,276 foet. 

Tho pattern of oi ty t;rowth o:r Okla.ho1i1A City ha.s boon similar to 

that found in obhar American oitiae in that it is oh~aoterized by a 

st~a.dy moveI &ut :rn~y fror t,ho o~ntar of the oi ty on tJte• part or the 

moro prosperous cit:1,tons.. As this movem,ent haa pro-:resaed the old.or 

parts of tho community havo beeone tho o<mter of business. industry, 

poverty, and delinquency. Thie basio pattern or oity growth, however, 

has varied oonsiderably in the oa.so of Oklo.homa City. Inohtded Ulllong 

the re sons for this variation from the uau l p ttern ho.ve beon the 

unique manner in which the comm.unity vm.s bet;un; tho looation of the 

lo:idahoma Ci tr ~ tt !_ !£. ,!'' • ( Offici•1l Publ ioat ion of the Okla­
homa City Chamber of Commoroc>. 1945), l. 
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r:leat pti..okinr~ pl nts J th· develop. onb of an extensive oil field ,,i hin 

tho oi ty 11xlits J the location of military ei:;t~ lisht:l<Plta in tho 

vioinity; !l.nd tho North Can di.n.n .Rivo:r, whi~h flows throur;h tho oouthern 

part of tho are~. 

Oklnhoma City waa aottled in a .sin;le day throu[;h tho famoi.ui Hun 01' 

1889. Ou April 22., 1889• e.pprox:imn.tely tim milliort act-es of lr,nd in Old 

Oklahoma Territory wer, opened to white settlement. President II rrison•e 

proclar.mtion orune as the result of a. deco.de or more or. agitation !'or. the 

oponini,; of these unoccupied lndio.n Lands to white settleroout. On the day 

or the opouint about forty thouswi<l p~opl rushed in to oln:tm J'ree lands 

1'or homesteads. The sito of Oklahoma. City, a bare prairie on tho ba.~ks 

a!: the Horth fork oi' the Cnnndio.n River on the r ornin(:; of that day, was 

settlotl with 10. 000 inhnbi tan.ts by ni ;htfall . Thero ,ore Jfot~roe:J in the 

group Thi,:h ea.no on thu ~•irst day of sottlem~m-t. 

In 1890 tho .f'irat cen::.us of Oklnhoma City Wfls ta.ken. I.n th!t.t ye&.r 

thu popult.tion ms -<h 151. Sinot1 that time tlu-, city hns Eh1jo:ted tt. 

phenomenal ·;rowth . In 1910 tho state capitol 'tlf\s moved from Guth:rio 

to Okl,homn City. 

Oklahor3a City was aet·tlod by poople of wide ly vflriod interests and 

backgrom ds. They .,or~ predomin :ntly natiin:i-oorn w~i to protestants who 

wero lookinr, for opportunities in ne ly opened country. !noluded in tho 

t;roup 1ere lam1 apeeulntora. personA with quostionablc backgrour1ds, !il.nd 

the irr .sponsiblo t}ionents. On the ()'thor hand, thore wore ont rpriHin~, 

land-huncry A\'1101·ic(l.ns _,. io h cl ooma to el im tht~ir honesteadn ru-1( to 
J 

build nev. ot te. ,,.any poroons nr r1till living who have se n Oklahoma 

City row from a oettlem nt of tonts and a fe , hns·t.ily erooted c;oodan 
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structures into a be :utiful, thriving metropolis. 

Ae indic~tod by tht, follnflinr, statement, the lforl.ih Canadian River 

ho.a oxeroised considertA.ble lnflucneo on the community. 

uTho Oan .dian r h1age basin in mu-row, aver r,ing little 
more thM tmmty miles, bu-t in somo plaoes lesa tha.n teri miles. 
Deapi tu ·this fa.ot exoeedingly heavy rnins or 0loudburat~1,. oan 
transf'orm MtJch a J.ry rivor-'bad into a turbulont torrent in a 
few hnurs, as it 'tle nders throu~h the 1laina, outting new 
ohaunels and shifting its oourec, r.:mkinf,; it the most dnngoroul!l 
strtJf'..ffl in Okhlhoma. Its ohannel ia sri.nd ohoked, forming 
.i&lM<l!l l:'md tllo provtliling Hntrthcrly vin<.lu forr.t sa.mi dunes 
on th~ north side of' the 6trorun. 

Tl.f:I !forth Fork., commonly calleu the North Canttcliu.n" ri1rne 
in nori;heastern New ·.exioo. At th oonf'lue.nce of "olf and 
Btm.'il'er Criteku, neu-r· Ft. SuJply, thia a'i.iroam beeonies th!:': north 
Cauo.dian. It. has a narrow draino.ge basin whioh averages leas 
thnn twenty rd.les. 'fhli North Fork h1-:1.s suddon n.nd rapid rises, 
·hioh frequently o,rnrflow the lo:rrlandn., It$ channel, liKe 
that of th Co.nadhtn, is sand ohaked with numerous shifts, 
bend.a and cutof!.'s. Sand dunes ooaur on the north raide of th 
river in we$tern Oklahoma, bu·!; below Oklnho~a City, the saud 
in the b d tleeroases nd the banks boooroe st~op r.id muddy. "2 

Obviously., it ms a ndsta.ke to lom.1.to a city on tho banka of' the 

river . ln addition to beinf; harrgi.saed by periodic floodu, in the dry 

seasons there is very little water in the river. 'l1lis oe.u es the 

water to become gta.6 na.nt. The stench from the Wf.l.ter which has beoome 

polluted. by indufltries, tile mlr:l~rous oil ,mllo n-earb.f, au.d the sewerage 

r.w.kea life in th~ riv-er rea undeairt1,ble. Eoml!v-er-, tl1ousam.J.s of persons 

have their hmaes along the b nks of thiv sandy stream whioh winds its 

err A-tio way through th very heart of the nOJ;'ll'rP.tnity. 

'foda.y the river ar-oa is without ex~aptic,n one of poor houainP;11 

lo rou.l ost te valuea, and unfn.vor ble soci 1 conditions. On the 

2J ones Sl lby Graves, t
1The Influence oi' th•-, C uadi 11 Hi vcrs o the 

Developu nt of Okl·'tho ., 1806-1866", (Unpubliohod thesio, Univeroity of 
Oklahoma, 1937), 2-3. 
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teat side of the oi ty there is r... oolleetion of' approximu,tely four hundred 

ahs.cks whioh is knovm by t o nw:1e of' "Community Cc..m.p. u Thero o.re se·.roru.1 

other poor comm.uni ties uoattert::d on both sidoa of tt e river bt.mrinr, such 

ho of 11un.arou:: indigents known ns -«squa ·ters". Squn.tter- dwellings 

are to be found in great number,:; along i;ho river ~a.nks. trau lly theae 

huts re Illa.do from eiorap lumi.>er. t.;.n, and paoking hoxa-c. They are 

usually very t.mia.11, with no floor and t'ev:1 11dndo s. Howev-e-r, durint~ the 

Wfttr period there has heon a. tendenay t() e:nlHrgc some of theae dwellings. 

In 1930 experienood sooial workere representing tha three relief­

giving sooial agonoiea in tho city nFi.de a. survey or. Sq\ tter oonditions 

whioh rovota.lod 576 shacks, tfnt~, wn.{;on tops, and automobilo trail rs 

oooupiod by 2,330 persot1s.S neoause of the .fact that the Vffl."'1 poor 

health cnid sanitary eonditions th. t 1;.oco:mpanietl t.;hese Squatter hovels 

·~a a mcnaoe to tho entire oi ty,. approximtttel)' 350 indigant families 

waro moved to Community Camp in January. l9Sl. !Jearly 100 families 

m.ov d into houaos in othflr 11arts of tho oity and tho other 125 :f'urtllies 

left ... he area. Tllo houies thnt ,,are bill t in Co.-mnuni ty- Cnmp ·~era of the 

same type ,:i.a ho.d oun vaoatod. The dwellings th~t had. been vacated in 

cn:;hor section,:; of the river ~.rea ·ere tioon f'111f>d v ith new families of 

"Squattere". 

3.Mattie Cal Gibson, "The Dapondent Fo.i,iil:, in 0-klnho. City Community 
Camp", (Unpublished then is., University of Oklahoma.,. lBM). 6, 
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lfegroeu and whites U.vo rathor indiscriminately in these areas. 

unpai.ntod and are in llt,ed of repairs. 

In almost all the urea.a just described there is m) plumbing and 

water faucet !'o:r the <:mtirt: .Jettlu:ment-. 

'Prota its et-1.rli~at days \1klnhoma City ha~ been th,, canter of' the 

livostoak tr d~ for tho ata:te . Thi$ are&. h&.s alw~ys oeeu favorably 

ad!ipted to the livostook industry. Oklaho.ro.a City ls bordered on the 

eastern sido hy the rogiun of little oak Qross tlmb~:re o:r hlaokjaoks, 

but most <:if t;he nnturii.l vegetation in the city itseU' oouaists or 

s-inoa 1891 is upproxhnl\tely 3l inohos. Th~} 1:1eat1 t:emp~rature for the 

dogre s i:n January .. to 80.4 degrees in July.. Okl~homa, thus hr..s: com­

para.ti\"'ttly oool wintara and uaually hot m,rn1t1era with no long periods 

---

-.:::::: 

4too L. Hobartson. "Oeor,re.phie!tl C1H.1n._ es n~iml ting i.'rom Oil !levelop­
mcnt n Okl£-horna City ei.nd Vioiltity,, (Unpubl ishod thesis. TJn:i.ven1ity of 
Okh.1.horaa. 1937),. 7. 
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ln>. rea in the s,-,u".;;hwe£rtorn po.rt of' Oklahor.:ia C l'l..;y is known as / 

aover l omallor packi:n.f; i)lanta. The Okla:.11olM lfational Stookyards 

receipts nmountud to 1., 067., 992 h ) 

mw.tely !LlO truck loads of liveatook n.re bl"OU£hl. to thia prinary market 

In ddition to the li."le,~ tock iuduai;ry., a nuraber of othor signifieant 

the cmnraerci l and fin~.nci.9.1 center of tl~e Stnt • It is th'iJ seat of a 

b an.oh of th 3 Federo.l Reso:r-ve Bru.1.k~ thE} hon,e of in~urru--oe offic~s 

tho :;t 1.te. ·O 

Th"'Jre a.re 6,;;8 dif fttr($'nt manufacturing firm5 wi chin the oi ty today,. 

Pr ir.oip l l inet of. .ind11otJ·,:r inal, tdt nirol"t}.f.';; r n11f' c 1:;ur ir .. ; u.n<l n t.itt';en-

cottomio d oil proom,aint;, oil fiold rf,:finer' · auppli ::, and oqu1poont., 

build.in·; me.tori al s» food spocial ttoo. pr int-:ing 1.md pub 1 iGhing., and 

50klahom CH,y from "A" to itz", op. oit., p. 1. --- ~ 

_,,, 
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papor prodtiata. 

Oklahoma City io sorvod b!~ six railways. The so inolude, The 

Frisoo,. Oklahoma City-Adti. nnd Atnkf\. .. Rock Islanci. Se.nte. Fo, and the 

Miosottri. Kansas nnd Texas. The Oklnhoma. Railwu.y C0111pany supplies 

interurban sorvi(.'lG to No , an, Guthrio, and El Rono. 

The oulturo.l 1 mdsoape o!' Oklahor.in City ml vicinity under ent a 

prn.founci trr.muforr.nation betwoen 1928 n.nd 1936 ·,ith th dia<:overy and 

de-velopment of \::ht: third largest produ<:int; oil field in tho \.Orld. 

This fit-.J.ld oxtends 12 miles a.long tho o . 'Gorn aide of tho oity. 

Local inter~~Jt in oil i'iolJ daveloproen; oxtonds baok to 1899. In 

1903 the first test well was drillod near :Fourth Street a.nd thC< S uta 

Fo n ilroad. Fron then until !f.n::r, 1028, \ilth the bri.nr;int; in of the 

Im. ian Ter-ritory Illuminating Oil rinJ Foster Pt>"tr-oleum Cornpany well 

no. l. tho aroa ha.d been tosted continually but 1,dthout E'ieeesa. 

Drilliu~ teohniquas h<t not yet been per!'eoted to re,i,.ch tht) depch of 

the oil deposits, 6,355 i'eet. 

The discovery well murked the ber,innit , of a local oil boora vihioh 

h\.st ,d 1Nell into the decade boginnin1; in 1930. Al though the United 

St tea ttt th.is time 1.mfi'ered its ~r a eet ononoro.io deprtlasion, the 

dep.,.essi011 nav r a.ssunecl the aor-ious proportlons in Okl~ hoMa. Ci t;y ha:t 

.er renohed in most. Aflerican cities,. Tha .t'i,ild eprtm.cl ~:;,idly. and 

Yma quickly <levolope.d to the south aorosa th~ Glovel.md ooun·ty line 

and to the ,tort} be .<>n· thP- oi~,;' lin1:LH. Almoa ·t all of the l· n;6cst 

ITf!,,ro seotion of Oklahoma. Ci t;y mi.a inolude in t he oil fiold. 

In the rural a.r a oil develop!mmt wo.... 'elcoruod because it brout,:ht 

weal th. flow v r. reaiufu1t£ of' _ n" o1' l..ho better residentia l a reas 

-

-
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resent~d ·tho developt:C!:t booa\Jsc of tto rtieult tuit depreol.,tion of pro­

pil".,r-ty '!alu:,t • :1.r.id t.he i:nf'lnx of 1...tu:l,~,oix-able po1/i .. d n b:i.un el .. m.onts. At 

f'.tro t- ~oniT;.f. 'RW e 'i>loy·ed. to ,..>rev,mt lho dopred ... ttlm.1 of ,raluuble o:i.ty 

1wcporty, th1i; b}w cl mot· for· porid. si<..m to le'ttuo brJu._;lrt n.o!'e ,md more 

di tric.:t r. into ·;;hi-.,; (>ll ~iold.. 'F.v"'.lntually fH,"nn.~, of Uic f'in~s-t di:.t.riots 

of ◊klu1,omt1. Ci ':,y ::.uch 1.i.-:1 t::.o Li.:1.coln Torrr oe "rM\nsion" aren~ l.atl oil 

lla in 1..h0 yn.nis. Tho ~mcroa~hm(f'.nt w.-.1.s 011lminr-ttf)G ~ .. it,11 t.h~, drilling 

o;• wellB on thv llwm ot -c,."'io st~va, c&.pitol. 

By 1940 ov ·:r sixte<.;n h:.u1tlrod wel 11! were prodtloi • approxim~.taly 

515,000,000 b irrols i;;f oil a ~t ar. 

in the, !l(J•xt1.c~--n t: aecti(}'n 01" tho ct't,J/ i.:nclvdl:r~ 1.i.bu, me1.jor pip~:line 

Cf'l?Up "';.l.@8, 124 oll prod.1.:.ci:i:1,s firmo. 159 ,,.n f'i;i:llt1 oq• ... lpn1aul; fil"t, ~. 64 

ft".'ld soion-tific i"esetu·ch tlri:;ru1b:.~;;::,lone,. 7 rtli.ini ,:rit .. Hi., 27 'holesal<3 

·f~!!ol 1.no c'.\.h1. o!.1 uu,~k tiirs, and 63 firns en~~.ged in cl:dlll:nt;• oil field 

c_,.:,nrr_,r .... cr.,ion,. an-..l pip' 1.l...n.e opura+,lcm .• 1 

tl ... ch of' i;,1;.c !',.-..kt;-:.d1ift houv b-:ti~ h~d ·· ~m~·tl dobrls b:rcug;ht i:n bring 

tL.c oil hoo1.,1 ic ;4tlll O(Jlt,.d~ th" land~olil.pe of tho oi ty. !lo\n.n~r., h.omG 

o-.rHoru ':lo.v13 <lcnn:,l<lpe;..'(l. mc-:tmv. o!' ~dJi .. rn1.in.;:; t<> thiJ oil f'ii,ld. Pcu-ts tl:f' the 

oil !'id.d diot.rict pr~Ben·, ~ fairly nou.t app1:H.tr"'1100. Sr1t.all tl.re1;0 ln 

nlmost ~Yi.H:y ..:,look }11g..vo been fenced ofr 'Lo inolude the tov erinr; derrioku 

and t>t:hor oil \,ell equipL'lOllt. The oil oomptuiiea gonerc.lly keep t.h area. 

around the vells clea.11. On tha •hole these ntoas arc not; unsifi;htly. 
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live indisorimin tely. South Ninth Stroot neu.r Robinson ia t e center 

of small He~iea:u concentration. 

Across the rivor on a low rise of lund is situated Capitol Hill, 

community that once wn.s a small totnl in its own right before it w a 

made a p rt of' Oklahoma. City in 1910. !t atill inaintaina its own 

businetl district, churches, aohool &, and thoatrenlt nd ha.a 

able measure of· independent oommunity lito. 

consider-

·· ~1th the river roa on the aouth, Md thf, oil field extending for 

12 miles t\long its e·storn border, the northwest aeetor was practically 

all that we.a loft for large, desil:" ole residentii.Ll developments. 

Direotly north. or the l1uaiueos district is found the boa.rdinr; house and 

arr.all apartment ~rea. Further north, the le11a axpeusive homes give 

we.y to the homes of thn modortitely rich. An are" hem een Thirteenth 

and ,enty-third StreotP contai1 e or.ta vary autiful nd xpensive 

homos. '!hey are still oooupied by thu wealthy ramili, s of the olty, in 

apit, c>f: the fa.ct that they bave boon built around and intruded upon 

by oornmereh.l enterprise$ and apa:t~tment houst;s. Tho oi ty has built 

.far to the north and vres t ·,d th n.ddi tions of fo:,rnes in t'.he .,. n---tJhou sQ.nd 

to fifteen-thousand dollar cl ss. lliohols Rills, an exolusivo 

district of very expensive homes is located outside the oity limits 

to the n6rth west. This community, e.ltnough ooneidering i 1;self part 

of Oklahoma City, has its own council, st,hool, and oth~r community 

a.otivitiee. 

!!!!., Smaller Comm-uni~ 

i'hare is one largo settlemen,:. of 1fogroe in Oklahoma Oi ty • and 
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are districts with oonsiderabl~ Negro pnpulntion. The boundnriee ar~ 

fhe larger N~gro dieitriet, an<l si;•oif'ic area for this et-udy is 

between Ro.no on the ao-.itft :t:m4 fen.th Street on the north. ,:The we.ttt,.rn 

boundary, and ar~a o.r $O,u6 tonaic>tt i.fl Walnut f'rGm R&no to ,Fourth 
l' 

Stree"h with plans under diam.;,~sion !'or building on to '!'wenty-t:.ltird 

Negroeo hava ah.ays boon fottnd living throw;hout the oity in the 
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ba.ckyo.rd6 o:f frunilien prosperous eri<)11i:;h to C'~nloy serv~.nta • 
. 

Unlike the Negro d1$tricts of many oititn,,. the li.1ri;ea t Noiro com-

"Br nzeville" or "Tho Bl ok ;Br,l t't.. The Mogro tliutrlct ia sonietixnes 

referred tr, as "Tho Eastr;;ideti, bu.t that would probably no·t suggest t.he 

tegro district to t;he Avt3r go Oklaho1l:llt Cityan. The most specific 

dnsi~natio.n to indicfl\te t.;he oolorod are vmuld probably be "East Second 

the area served by the East Fourth Bus Line. 

It is readily observed that se5rogation in Okl-ho~m City does not 

wh1lt th1dl of the en.tire oity. A r,1tud.y made in 1933 found tho.t in 1903 

and in ganeral i1ithin one blook of the traoks.10 In 1010, ua iu 1903, 

employers, ln homes -of their own along th~ ra.ilroad tracks, and to 

some extant in the a.rea under atudy. Almont half of thu Uegr,, homes 

m,re on the enst fl ide in 1910. By 1920 th Ntitg;roes wero found to be 

less scattered th prerl ualy in view of tho f'aet that two-thirdt; of 

the Uegroes wore livint; $1.\et o!' the Be.rttn Fe tri\.ekQ., 

tr oks from Seventh. S"t;reet south to tho riv)r. These lands inoreo.sed 

9Ghru-las s. Joh11aon, ~ Ner;ro ~ Ii 11orican Cj:viliintion. (New York; 
Holu, 1030), 202. 

10Janett le bcl t.'ah 1•,. 'Sooial Ch nga~ in Oklahoma City i'rom 1889 to 
1030" (Unpublished thesis. Universitv of Okl£>.ho:ma., 1933), 27-29. 
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in value ao much th t tho owners gradu lly sold out to white 'business 

firms~ and reloo&.tB<i oaat of.' falnut Streot. 

The areas bordering the river and railroad traoks present nun­

plea.t:t nt arpearanoe. Dwellings i,re in a poor state of ropair. l'fo.gl:"oos 

first ·ettlod in hat is now the 1aln:ut Grovo area irnmedi -cely to the 

Gouth of' the present site. 'i'he aeo~cion is no, also vary u.:rideslra.ble. 

The better homes a.re I"'ounr.l £.:u·ther to the north. On I inth Street the 

south 1:,ide in o-0oupied uy rfogroes and the nor-th dde by- rd tea. The 

occupied by white is be-inning to be run-dcv.n and untidy. 

Marty of' the Negro :residtmces oo.i1pa.re f' vor bly -.·i th those oeoupi•d 

by whi tea. Sevt.tr 1 hoJ:iaa Ol'.H}1lpied by Negro families oos t fronl .t20. C,00 

Al:n·1oa·t all of' tho s'treeta on ·bhe easteide are paved. However• on 

varied oor.wtruotiol:1, the welli.ngs aro sm 11 and in a poor otatif of 

repair. 

Aa in t. b hite sectionu any oJ..' the ho. ~a av, oil i ells in their 

baokya:rd , a. d tho forest of derricks io o. n tt1.r l pa..rt of the lnnd­

soa.pe. Sinoo tha limited apact) ava.llal>la for Negro oooup noy vould 

prevent t}1e · Negro families mcvin~ :way l'rotn the oil a.c'tivity, the 

'i'he r:w.iil busin.e~a district is found in the 300 blook of Ba.st S eond 

Street bstwe n C<-,ntral 1 Stiles. This hloak is in a sli;:;h depro stem 

11Fodoral iritors• Projuot, A Ou1d$ to the Soonor St~te (liorrnari; 
Uni vorsi t/ of Okl ·hor.w. Press,. 194T). 1ru· .- -
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betweon t io low hilln o.ml giveo the appearanoo C)f t\ • r111ll Okln}~t)l:t.a tox-m. 

lt it:, almost oorl.lpletely hu11 t up with bu sintHHJ houses on both ~idos nf 

tho s+.r90t. Although the buildin€;s in this block IU'<1 not untidy in 

appearance. alt.aost all of' thsm r-muld profit by repairs. All ar ono or 

t'-10 stm•iet, in !rnii-;ht oxceptinb t.he huild inr,;s on the 1i'ortheaat t !<l North .. 

we.st ooruers. 'l'hese have three stm·i s. About, h1lf the b t.il<lin ~a on 

tlle south ~ide &.ra of ~toed oonatriwtion. 

'l'he $0CH)l'.1d. @ti ne e· t buaim,ss d ... 1Strla·t is o.. t Ea.st F\:iurth Strd'et 

an.i Laird. This is .a i;ro !ng o.anter. AlJJ,oot o.11 of thh tlintrlot ls 

owned by one family. It e..Jnt ins a theatre, overal 1e~tno.rt.\nta, ·arug 

sto1·0., Ghoe re.pair store. r~oce:ry .stor r., radio reJair 6.ho , ttnd ba.rbeque 

et.ands. .Additiol'.ll\.l buildings have been t1tarte.i oust or t h ll;f t!:len.tra,, ,~nd 

sev ral oth•r:i: are beinr; plan.."1ed.. 

Tnor4:I i1, a.nothtJr sroll.ll business ar~r\ nell.r t;h~.r f ir:._;rouruls n SiJCth 

Jtr et b,:.tween Bath tt..nd Mlse:1.J.ri. It cor.t.'li::-4t only a f'~,1 c&.f~15, "o;rocery 

storo&. b~be:r shci,1~ &.n· o tht1r es'!:iablishmfJnts. !-le.us u.rc., 'l.tnde.r cc naid­

-&:ra tion for the eo:nstruotion of ta.Jl()thor theatre in this area • 

• 



Sinoe the N$f!:t"O popub,tion oSl'l.$ti titi.l0'Ei tlle t11u'bjeot matter of thit 

study, th~ primary elltphasis in this chapter ht.i.s been plao&d on an a.na.ly ... 

nige, and in thti oaae 0£ tl:e C~ek und SeminoJ..e Indie.ns, in _particular, 

the rele.t ion .h.$-43 been a oentiniwue &J1d o. -eloie one'- .1 

privilegoa, and Chickasaw Pl"eednte:u held no oivio statuD at all by vii'tue 

1s gmund Sameth, "Craok Negrnes, A Study of Race n~lr~tionslf, (tfn­
publ.isbErd thesh, University of tlklnhoma, 1940), 1. 
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of th ir former c:onneotion with that trioo.2 

11.h Five Civilized Tribes wer located in Eastern Oklahoma. That 

iR still the point oi.' gro test conoentrttion of Negroes in tho State. 

Of the ffegroes living in Oklnhoua in 1930., 37. 'f per oent ere livinc1 in 

the ei,;ht eastern eountie11\1 of Okfuskee, 'i'in.r,onor, Okmulgee, Mu~k:ogoe, 

Mointos~i. Choctaw., l'ioCurti.1.ittJI n.nd I.ot:;e.n. 3 

i t h the ooming of whi to settlem~nt in lf369, ro.a.ny Uar;roes i":rom the 

v r1ous states of the Union on1;ored Okla.home. This aocoun4,;S for t he 

given to the d~ ioondants 01• t?rn forJ1.Eff Indian slaves. v~bile •t State Megro" 

ia th~ name !':iven to those :1ho en.me to OklRhmnri duri.ng tho run or 1889. 

It ir, tha opinion of' aom(.) 0ut•d.nndJ.n~ neGroes 1n Okh1.hoM City t.ho.t 

considerable diU'iculty ha.s b('!on mq>•·, rienced in welding together 1n a. 

ooopet·ati ve effort tho1H~ two r,roups of Mei;roee. '£hoy re the products 

of -t-wo disti.nc t ~nvtronrueuts. It must be knpt in mind that the Indian 

Frood·man (Utsimil te<l many of the c!mraoteristir.i, of" Indian life. That 

faot ma.de it ext1•emal;y di! fioult for the State N-,eroa6 to appr6oiate 

Many Nt,f;roen eru:uo in the rm1 on April 22,. 1889. Guthrie, the state 

oapitol at that time. s t ha do«tim i;ion f'or many. Apprm; inntely ono-

third of the origin l po-pulution of Guthrie wau Nogro. 5 

5Jirancis D. Burke, ttA Survey of the Negro Com:mmity of Tulsa, Okla-
llom.a" ~ (Unpubl1ah-0d thosia., Hnivorr.ity of Oklahoma, 1936), 4. ,.,.,.,,. 

4Daily Ok!e.ho -o.n. April 23. 1939,. 
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The deoade of p·e,~teut gro rtth in the N~gro population in the state 

oocurred from 1900 "to 1910. The 1iegro populo.tion inor ,a.sad 147. l per 

cent dnrinz tho decade aa <~ompared with n. total population iooreaso of 

109.S durine; the ea.nie ·ten year period. 1'hil::l unuauul lnoreo.se in Hegro 

populu.tlon in this period ,,tay have been reh.ted to the discovery and 

develop111ent of th~ oil fiolds in Ba.stern Oklahoma durint; this period. 

Oklahoma we.s rapidly developine and therEi wero new ei 'Ci.es springing up 

an the result oi" tho oil industry. N(){;roeG were weloor.mci ar; maids, 

cooks, ohauffers, and porters. 

north to tho industri~l oontero in wid.ah were opening n<-nv job opportun:t .. 

ties in tha war industries. Al though there wa.~ no oonaidera.ble a:r.iount 

of' dioor-iminatiou in Oklahoma toward Nogro labor at that tiI.ie, i 1- appoars 

that the opportunities in the northern industrial oities ~ere more attra.c­

tiv,·1 to tho southern Negro than was the fr•ontier of Oklahoma. At any 7 
rate, the m~gro >opultrtion ino:reased at the rate of 22.S pez- oent. In \ 

the deov.de from 1980 t.o 1980 the rato of inoreatH~ in the total populhtion } 

we.a a.bout the ,ui.,nr, as tho iuoraase in the Negro population. 1 

The p-,roeutu.,;-, of lfe1,;roes in. tha toto.l 1;,opulu.tioii iff a-mallt'r for /-

Oklahono. th1:m £0:r f ny of.' the noutJ1EJrn states. Th peroo11tar;e of Uo;,.;roos 

in tho totu.l population hat. rem.ained bout the sEi.m.o since 1890. The 1890 

oomius showed B.4 per oant of the populution as Neero. Nogroas ooLO.posed 

·1.0 t>or cent, of' tho total populn.tion ln 1900 snd 7 .3 por oillnt in 1940. 

The prooedinc f'ir_;i1reo indicate th•:1.t tho changes in the nc~:ro population 

ha.vo oorresponded closely 1ith tho ohangea in tho total populo.tion front 

deotda to dao de. Apparently the social and oconomio f otors which 



Year · 

1890 

1900 

1910 

1920 

1930 

1940 
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TABLR I 

N1i.nRO poprJLATION A!fD TO'l'Al, P()Pfil;I.T!ON OF OKLAHOMA BY 
D?JCADEG, 1890--19406 

Total Negro Per cent llegro 

258,657 21,609 8.4 

790,391 '55,684 7.0 

1,607,166 13,7 .612 8.3 

2,028,283 149,408 7.4 

2,396,040 172,190 7.2 

2,336,434 188,849 7.5 

61nr01·r111'ltion secured from the United States O nGus reports for the 
year6 indioated. 



on.used rm ,noroas or n dacreo.so in tho to+:,Ll population al n nttu&ed an 

inoro,ttH" 1Jr a d: <1:reasc~ in the Nog1·0 • opulai:,ion :tu appro.dfllr,taly the r:nme 

proportiott.. 

nagrolj,e in Oklu.ho. \a aro ooncent,·n- ed in urbu.-i a.roe.a to n Hl it,htly 

{;r1·ator <.legr,<,c than 9.1'0 ' hi tn p1wson!f. In 1930~ f.'or exanplo, 30 .1 per 

oetl'lt oi' tho N~g1·0 populabion vtes livin 1; in llrban areas tu1 oompo.rod to 

:54.7 pot· ool'l.t of tho ld.t popul.o-tion . Tho re<lurr~nt y ars of drot.tth 

dui-:i.tu1; tho c1t-H.,ade from 1930 to 1940 served i;o drive ltl.rga ru1mh~r» or 

r,1,~rsona of both x-Mefi fr 1:t tlia farl'.lm f:'\f' 1:h<" ntate. However, th'1 pro .. 

babili·tien art: -that, rh" rtiar. numy- of tho ,hi te ferm rruuil i(;:1 loft tho 

~tat~. tt 1~rgt, pro1 ortion of Negro fa1~m fat,Uim~ rnierntc~d from the f#1.rma 

to tho towns and al thiA ··Ji thin the f:tf,tte. Thn (i~t.rP-itH'~ 1H.t'f ioul ty in 

!'indi~; jo s in nm·thern eities during this decade 0.1.' deprossion served 

as E\. d\,terrrmt to raa~lY lteuroea who otherwis ~~c,ulcl ht-.vn lttft tho r.t ta. 

A m'l lle;r propQrtion of Oklahoma Uu~rotH~; li v~ on th~ fni't'Sts ,l..lla.n 

live in thf1 imw11s in Okl ~oma. A.o-eordfa1g to J.;hE' l940 o£m ·.rn, 09, lfi3 

egrotn1 l.iv<.'d in urbtM, ornrM,1.rd.{;ie , while only 79"696 l:l"i!'ed in rural 

f'.rii.11..a. Fu. t.1 eruore~ there in oonsiderabl concontrlition or Negroes in 

aevern.l oitt· s &.a 1.ndiou.tad y t.he fu.ot t:hn:b :tn 1940, 51.1 por. c· t of 

11 nf)cro urban dwolle1·0 lived !n tho nlx pr-in-c5,pal cities of tho atatt'\. 

Apprm::imRtoly ,:me-tenth of' all Oklnhomu. !o6 rooa woro liv:lnr; in Okl ... X 
hor.m C:it;;r 5.n 19<10. 11\.irtharnQro Negro)<; cHmatitutod nearly oue ... tcmth qf 

tho tot 1 population of Oklahoma City at tho n ne timo. !n 1890 Oklahoma 

City ho.d o. population. of 4.,151 pe<>ple~ of whor.i o:nly 2'78~ or 6.7 per oont 

HU'o ,for oa .. Tho popnl,.ltion in l900wn.o 10,037, nnd !::hero w~re 1,219 

N-0 i;ro.eA. This ·,;a.a 12. l p ;1• cent of the tota.l pc,pulation, or al .ost twice 



Tl1BLl~ II 

)oond~ Number Per Cent 
Tot l Pop~;tion Negro Uegro 

1890 4,151 278 6.7 

1900 10,037 1,219 12 .1 

1910 64,206 6,546 10.2 

1920 91,295 8,241 o.o 

1930 186,389 14,662 7.9 

1940 204,424 l9,S44 9.5 

7Informiltion :rnaured rror:t th& t nited Htt1.tes Census reports for tho 
:,·o':1.rr. indtn -tert. 
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p_s large e. percentage as, in 1800. By 1910 the populac::on of Oklahor.Ja 

0ity ,as 64.205 of which 6,546. ot' 10.2 per oent was Negro. ln 1920 the 

Negro populn.t:lo:n wo.s 8,241, or nine par oen1.. of. thi'J total populut-ion. 

The Nt~gro population ~rot.th failed to k.eJf(P pao-e with th~ white grov.th 

C 1 ty. ◊f theae 141 662 or 7. 9 per oent l:rere }fogro,es.. By 194:0 the 

From 1<390 'Co 1900 Oklilhi;,•nnln. City inor~ased in popul_..t.ion oTJ"el" l ,iu per \ 

oe1 -h. Tho nt;t.itc d~ .a.de, howove;r, w1u1 thfJ p,oried of' t .e grentest lne:t>ilf.lSe / 

\ 
only · littl'-" ov-e.r 10 ;mr oent fr,:1,li 1930 to 1940. 

v"'orld iur- !I, over 5,000 .foe;roeo ::t ved into Oklaitor a OH:,y from eatrtern 

The Megro populittirm is eonoentro:tod largely in wards ti10 and three. 



Doaade 

1890-1900 

1900-1910 

1910-1920 

1920-1930 

1930-1940 

26 

TABLE :a:r 

PER Clll 1T H?CRFJ SH IN TO:AL POMJL:\ 't ION 1\1 ~ UEGRO 
f'0l7ULAT!O.: IN .rKLAEt)lfA, 1uoo ... 194Qtt 

Tota.i' Populat!o:n. lfegro Popufo.tfon .. I 

209.4 111.4 

109.6 147.l 

22.3 8.5 

17.1 15.3 

.026 decroase .010 tleorease 

8rnt'ormflt:ic:m h~our$d 1'l~om t.h~ Gnit-~J. St.ate. Cer1a~.1s reports for the 
ye r.a indicated. 



Community 

Mutkogce 

01.:6 lee 

ror,o :!lty 

Sh&.·.;rnee 

T:.1ls 
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TABLE IV 

DIS'l'1UBl!TI01, or rnr; r0P1n,;111J'ON BY t~-sc~ !U Stt 
OKJ .. AltO llA COMUUlHTIES, 1940 

Total Vihit~ Mogro 
Population 

32.,332 25,738 e.1>sa 

16,061 12,3~2 a,SN> 

13,791 16,'1?4 a~o 

22,053 '31.,008 1,041.1 

142,157 127,006 15, 11::1 

O'.cln..l101.1m CHy 201,4!':4 135,0,,.0 l~, 344 

Per C•nt 
lfogro 

20,.4 

22.1 

5.0 

4,(1 

10,.G 

S.4 
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home. City liVfld in 1940.10 

tiorui. The relathrely 4rea:b ;r· jo.b opportuni de~ for· w<naer,1. in urban 

lOJ. HarVE:l':f Kern.a, ,! Si.~, .. dy 2!., the ??oial ~ Eoonornin Conciitio;ru, of' 

th~ Negro :Population of" Oklah¢m& city, ti'kit\horaa. RepQt-t pre-pured for tT:; 
na1iioru:'i ~l:r,i:un1 'tfjt'J._f;\~dCO~W'lUlitY ittt ¾tiOtlB '1·1

c]~:ot, 1945, (miraeO.fS?'t.tpMd). 
163. 



Total 

.i....lei 

... e;.1.ale 

DISTlUBUTl'.01! o~ THE POPOLii.'.i:'IOU OJ? ~½_A!10MA CI'l"'Y 
HY ~(RJ.r~: A·:p GI:( r;; l:H.1 

All Cl·~si:.e.; ~71U:. lfogro %:1ers Per 
fihite 

204,434 184,715 19,344 385 90.4 

f/3,174 -~ ,4.1:1 D,.173 183 90 .. £ 

105,650 :;0,.2~1 l:J~l7l 182 90.2 

O~"'lt lJy B~oe 
Negro 

I 

Other's 

9.5 .2 

9.3 .2 

9.6 ., ..... 

11Intormation seourod fror:i the United ;, tea Census reports. ;:; 



OlfAPTl:~ IV 

~CffilOMIC PO!tCES I?f THE CO 'lJUITY 

Sinoo th~ timo of' th.Q F.iw1clne.tion Proclamation it lUi\tl been dif'tt­

oult for l ,,rocfl to find tttt,_ployr.nnt in oonqx,titiott wit:h tl e white pop­

ulation. Thia condition htul! 3iiYer. riuo to the ivell known aphorism,, 

0 Uogf'('t0tt nt· al y... tho lut to bo hired ?ld the first to b~ tir d"" 

In I!Aroh, HMO, of' ll emplc,yed 110.gro men in the Unit6d St toe 11 

62. 2 per oen t;, were f'tu·oerfh r 1•1a laborer th and dny ltlbororo. Only 28. 6 

por oent oi.' tJi.e e~ployed whi to au in tt o Uni tod Sta.toe 'Wero in th oe 

ol"saif1oa.tione. App:c-oximM.cly 5.0 per ct-mt of o.ll employed n.,_.gro men 

woru ongagod in profosstonal, sei.'ii-proi'es.aional. prop2·ieta.ry, lilW'lac;e1~ial, 

ol rioal and a les ocoupntions. rhirty per cev.t.. of tb whit rum wor 

in theso oooupationa. S illeti or- ftma n ropre flntod 15.6 per oent of 

o ployod hit en avd only 4.~, por cont of <thti ... mployad Negro men .. 

tfore thnn t,O pt1r (Hmt of tho Tiflcru o.rSi.ftn'1en .erfl oarpMt~'U"S# r.wohat1i0iJ, 

pint re, pl ator, oe ont finiaher1,1, and sons. 

AlJJoat 10 par O(:nt of omployed r!&uo tm t in tho Unitod 8t;~tes 

wer enva.,ed in servio.o oooup i;ions. Only 2P..4 µor cent of employed 

wl · to wo. n ore t't ·• ttd in ser'tice ocoup tio.ns. Cled.oal ntl salee 

workers oonn itHted almost 33 por ce ~ of employed ·du te 10 m, but 

only out 1.0 per o nt or 6tmloy d ftogro wo en.. !most 16 per otJ 1t of 

29 



30 

employed Ner,ro wor.11tm, and only about 2.0 per cent of. employed white 

vtomen were £'armers or n.."'m laborers. l 

The entploy;;nent si tuo.tlon f'or Negro men und wo nt.m ohnnged somewhat . 

during World War II. The provisione of President l:<r nklin D .. Roosevelt's 

executive 01·der settinf; up the C:01nmittee on Fair Employment Praetioe 

forbade diaoriraination in employment or vmrkers in defenso indu~trios 

or government ~gonoiea beonuse of raoo, oreed, color, or national origin. 

Many 8""roe found employment in skilled positions that had previously 

been hel<l only by white periwnn. Negro womfm 61.lso :l.'ound their first 

oppo.rtuni ty to obt in employr,iont on a broad basis in industry and as 

clarioal workers. 

In Oklnhoma City iu 1940 there were 89.,175 persona in t,hf't lnbor 

foroe. Of these, 10,599 -were fogroes., 5,763 :ma.loA and 4.796 females. 

The unot11ployed, inolt1ding both neyr and experienced ,~orkera, totaled 

10,080 persons. or thflse., 1,891 were Ne roee. Thoro wer 2,941 persons 

enr; r;ed on emorr;enoy ro.}eots. or these, 453 were llegroes.2 

Thus, 12 out 01' every hundred persons in the cti ve labor foroo in 

Oklahoma City in 1940 er Nagroes. Out of over-y 100 unemployed peroona 

soekin work in Okltthomn City in 1940, nineteen ier Negroes. Of every 

100 persons ~nr,agud on emcr~enoy relief project in Oklaho~a City in 

1940, fifteen ,ere Necroes. 

In 1940, 8.6 por oent of white employed .torkeru in Oklahoma City 

are in the professions. Only 3.8 per cent or the non- hite employed 

lrlorenoo }urray { d.), The Uer,ro Handbook, (l~ew York: Curt-ent 
Rererenee Publications, 1944 );-f96. 

2tr. S. Bureau of Census, Sixteenth Censuo 01' tl Unitod ITtatee:1940. 
Th - Labor F'oroe, Vol • .,.Ir, (~ ashinr,ton: Government Printin,-; Offioe),°9'32. 
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w-orkera were in tho professions. Only 0.4 per oent of the 11Qll•l:1hite 

workers ![j,•ere in -the i.temi-1>roteornion111.l oaeup1,.tiona a.a compared to 1.4 per 

oant ot' the 1-ihite iffl!ployed ,,,orket·1.h Proprietors. n1~Mgers, tand of'ti<lials 

oonatitutad 14.0 per ctmt of' trM.t,e employed workt::ra., while only 2.4 pe:r 

cant of the non.white were in this elass,. Olerioal and sales work 

er.iployed 31.3 per cent of' tho white workora, and only 2.2 ;per ,oant <if 

the n.Gn-whitfl v.rorkcU''G.5 

More than 90 per oent ()-f 0mploysd N~g:ro 1n<:1n and tfOflmn in Okla.ho~ 

City ware engag~d in domostio omployinent, pereon!i' .. l s6:rvioe jobs, a.nd in 

unskilled labor. Of all gainf'ully employed Ueg:ro l:l"~les., 70 per cent 

were in the aervi.co and unski.lled o(}cup11tions, while only .s .. o per cent 

or the {;n.infully e:inploy~d whit(i} males were in thi~ 1grO'up. 

0.nly 2.9 p$r oo:nt c.1f tb.e tilniployed wblte people in Oklm;how.a Oi'by in 

1940 were in d.01Aestio service ¥/Ork, and, only S.9 per cent wer-e in 

aorvioe work other than domestio. HoWfftver, 40.l per oant ot' employed 

Nei;roe:Ht were in dom.estio sa:rviee work, and 29.8 per C$nt l'tere in s«n·vic& 

wo:rk other than don1estie. The m&jDri ty r:11.' the wor-kerfJ in domestto vmrk 

ann othe1· types of' serviea reported romua.l incomes of' le::is tht.1,n $GOO .. OO .. 4 

or 9,000 women en';u.ged in clerical axid. a&les oQaupations in Ok:lru1Cnna 

City in 19-itO. only 62, or slightly abo~ 0.5 per cent t,-ere Negroes. 

'Not only have llegroes be.en, employed in th~ }.$a.St seeu:re a.nd lowest 

puid oecup,1.tions. bu·t ,.1th the e.:::oeption of th~ l,'lbor shor-tago durbt$ 

1forld far II.,. t;h~re ha~ been oontinu.al unem:ployt"lent among the negrous of 

Okltdioma Oity. 

3 Ibid., P• 889. 

4K~rns, 2£_• ~•, P• 17 • 
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The Labor tla.i .. k!itt Ji.nalyis"ts or the Oklllhmiut Division of the United 

States Empli,ymen1.; Service mnlntain co:1:1tinual Dstirm.itea on er'itployment 

ootHiifaiona throughout the UniU?d Ste.tea . Their estiri!,e:tefl are batui1d on 

tra.f!'io Rnd r,eceptie;:ri contacts in the local 01uploymont offioEH,, on th& 

nnmher rtf' olai~s :riled, for urHnnpl(lJfl«tlint con1p{;t!H\IS.tirn1., and on information 

obtdnod frmn o,mployers... tn J 1.1.ly 1040, :i.t wns o!'J.~tt1ifl.lly estiinated that 

there were 13,000 un,r;imployed pe:rfllona in Oklahor.i.a City. Of thAse, 2,350, 

or HJ per- <u:i:n·t, we:re Jhit:;roes. Du:rinr; the, peak or Wa...r employment there 

Yttn·o only 3,000 um.imployed persQ:r.ls in OkltU'tetma Oity. or thee~ 300.- or­

ten pfw MH1t, were l~egroes. 

In Fehrue.ry~ 1946, there was estimll.teci to be more unemployment in 

Okl tlh.oma Ci 1;y than th<;1re was in 1940. However, tho poroentn..ge of un .. 

eruploynumt is probiibly not us hir;h €lince Okli1hona City he.m inoreased in 

popul&"t.ion a.pproxim:s.taly by 20 per c~nt sinee that time. U.n~mployni(,nt 

for Februru·y, 1946, w,u astima,,ed ~t !5,000 parsons. Of tliese 1,600 

were Nttgroee. Unmnploym~nt anon_ iiegroes ao~ounted t'or only la per 

<Hurt of' th.a to f~~l unumployr~:nt it1 ebntrnat to 18 per o.ent in 1940,, 

It is b@lie-vffd that thie ir;1provem<"nt~ in the oraploymc·m.t pietur'1 is 

4 temporary phenomenon, Negroem ·uere tlw ln.st hired i?1 loca1 d11Jfense 

induetriom. At tha pea,~ of employment:.!' 0,n}.y 7.0 po:r Oillnt of those 

on~ployed in war .-York were Megrees. The a:jori ty of tlw l}egroes found 

f:l'mploym(,}nt, in positions ·::hieh 'IJhit,e p$rsoiu; had. left in order to aeotlpt 

the highf?r pa.ying oa.f'ense jobs. Mtor the defeat of Japan, pers()na · 

em toyed in defense vwrk ere 1;1uddenly thrown out of" t,mployment. Many 

have ref.used to i;o back to the 101;:rer· paying jobs which they le!'t-. The 

Ne&ro was not affeoted es seriously by the olnsing of the defense plants. 
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1'h,1.t fact aeoounta for his i;enporary advan·t;ag~. Ono government ~ste.h­

liubmont is still employiue a large number of Nogroat, . It wa.s reported 

thf..\.t this plant will probably be r-oleas!.nt many .of.' i·tn: employees uoon. 

Duri:u6 Mi:r.romhor, 1946, };()grocea f'.il.led 011ly 7 .o per o-ent of' the 

unemployi.n-e:nt oom.pm.1J1r;1.tion olaimt fileid in Oklal.;1ol'ID.t Ott:y. NG&;:ro vmtn-a-11 

f il cd 8 .. 0 ptJr· c-ont of' th(HrW filml b~· wom-9:th N~gro immrtn ta.re :not rotir·ing 

from the labor mtu-kat as rapidly ri.!8 are white W()'l:!ien., 

Binoe the d()feat t,i' J t:i.pan th~ Branch Ot :t'ior;1 of the Uni teid State.s 

Bt,tf>loyment Service has boon ~~:r•y busy takinr; olaims f.or uner.:ploym.ent .and 

findi~; wa\lr jobti i'Ol' d.iapl~oed r-mr1teri-i:. During Februt\l"y 1946, reception 

1.icmtacd;,s (-lot the t1ain off'iGfl: of tlui a-r.iploymen,, service totlllled i1 • 500. 

'1.'ha branch office- which servos onl}t oolore-d _peoplt:. hru:l S, 300 reception 

cont;aoca.. Dl.lrin.s the f'b~at three wookn eJf Mareh 194@. the bra:ncf1 office 

had 2.uo1 oontaots.. '.rhflae n .. gurc.Hi, or oou1.•s1::1;,. do not indicate the 

number or un•:,mploy~d 5.n th~ cor..ununity ainoa th.ere are many di_.plio.ations 

an1onr; them. 

Not nw.ny Nut-;ro wi:n·km.en bflhH:i{; t~ labor 1.m.ion.l'!.. Lnbor uni,m~ in 

Okla.hnuia City are new. The lru-go~t a.nd m<}St 0ffooti'llo tu1io:n& ,rlt,h whieh 

lfogrooH are identifhHl are t.he pnoking houat'.l and ~iro.raft locals,. At 

·uho D<.mr;lttu plant l, 600 Ne:i;roos were af'"filiated. .-d l!.h the Congro.as ot 

Induo:trial Organizatior.i., Tho Dou6lilU pl~nt w.;:.t; ol:oaod at t.he end r,f' 

th<'t war, and tho uniotrn are no longer ef'feo'l::1-vv... It roport~d to be 

difficult to oi·6nnhe lfag,roeia in li..bor unions dth :rhito trorkt'.u~s in 

ml hon~ City. It is ev~m moro di.ft'ioul t to or~~nite separate loc&.ls 

iu aomo of the orafts baoau~e of the small. number of lfogro artisaru:ie 

In Dooanbar, 1943; thirty-one lll-bor unions in the United 5tAtoa 
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ES'l'IM.A'l"ES OJ<' . UlffiL(}'LOlli'E?fT BY RACE. OKUI:f OMA 
CITY, OIG. .. UiOMA AT STATU) Pr:Itrons5 

Total Ur,e11ployment Unemployed lfeg:roes 

July 1940 

July 1945 

February 1946 

13,000 

3,000 

15,000 

a,350 

300 

6Ba3ed on of'.f'ioial ostirr&A tea of labo marke-t an lyis ts of 'the 

Urli tad States k'1iploymant iler1;ioe, Okluho:rnu. Division. Okltilioma City, 
Okl homa. 
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were known to disoriud.nnte a.go.inst Negro orkers by exclusion, or re­

strictions Hpon their emborsl ip. Nono of these oreimizations waa 

affiliated ith the Con ress of Industrial Orgruiieation. Tv enty were in 

the Amerioan Federation of Lubor,, and eleven , ere independent or un­

affiliated. In the fall of 1943 the total Negro member.hip in trade 

unions 1n the Ur1ited Stittoa was estimated to be alir;htly in e.x:eess of 

400,000.6 

Tho rcoomme:ndations of tho ?Tn:t;ional Urban Lear,ue Study in re ._nrd to 

employmnt as report$d to the advisor:, oo!Wlittee on Ootober 15, 1946,. 

were as followst 

1. Th t the committee, or a sub-ea ittee or its ohoosinc, confer 
with reprenentatives o'f tho city administration., and. th tate 
and federal offioia.la in u.n effort to broaden employment oppm-­
tHnihiea for Negroes in tho varioul! publicly-supported departmente. 
Sinoe Negroes J'l'Ulst t;t\ure in tho maintone.n-0e of the variously 
puhlioly-supported inst ltHtions, it is reason blo t-0 expt,ot. that 
thoy be permi 1; tcd to share in job opportuni tifta for hioh they cnay 
he qu li.f'i~d by f'or-r: l training and experienoe. 

2. Tha.t tho committee, with the cooperation of other groups in­
toreeted in basic rotors in bettor race relations, urge the 
va.rio.rn publio utilities to libBralir.e thoir em?loyment polioies 
wl th 1•ef'erenoe to Negroes. 

3. Th t the oomi ttec and other intero1.,ted groups ur~E, upon the 
OklE hrnna Rall ay Company the otnployment ot Uegro bus operators and 
tho r"moval. in thfi ir1terost of peaoflful rac~ re1frtt.ione Rnrl c,ood 

public policy, or white fe a.le personnel no operating in th& HeGro 
sections. 

4. That tho Negro Ch mber of Conmeroe, churches, and oivio groups 
urge qualified Nagroas to te..ka civil servie: exar,1inat itmtt parti• 
oulnrly for tho pod ·Mone of' p-ostf 1 olarks and carriers. Th.eae 
~r-oups ahould ooopt: th r sponsil>ility f or obtaining and dis-
so inatint; inforrn..<\tion cone~rninr. such exat-nine.t.ion and should 
d vise r.mrum for follo iin·; the progreea tow rda appointnient of 
lir;ible Uegro o.andide.tes. 
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6.. 'I1m.~ the support of the Nog:ro Clnunber of CownorcH~ ohuroh.-.Hh and 
civic groups be enlieted to sponsor a broad progrrun of edueatio.rt on 
the oblibU;ionB, dtitios, na re ... ;Jonsibilities of lfo~ro wr.n·ke:rs. 

6. That the oomtnitt< e ftl.ddress its~lf -to "4 pror;rwa of aoekinc n.ddi­
tiomil opportunities in public and private omplo;pnont. e peoisi.lly 
for lfogro youth i'or- 1hose ·br~d.nini; the educational $ystam has in­
vested considorable funds. 

7. That a. closer relntionship be rardnta.i.nod between the central 
employment offioo and ita Hotro branch to assure the on1ploym,ent 0£ 
a fair ,roportion of lfogroes durinr; ruoonvera ion. 7 

Oklahoma City in 1040,. only 160, or 5.9 por cent, were Nogroes. Minia­

t rs and t,ea.ohers headed tho lla·c of .-,roi'oaa:1.ons in which Uegro men 1~ero 

in 0kh.1.homa City.. In this list were 101 tetiohora. 38 1ninistara, 12 

physiciam1, oix aooial wo:rkars, fivo nurees, five attorneys, two dentists 

o.nd t,;o libre..rians. Thooe persons oould bo considered ns worldn1; above 

the "llogro job ceiling"• but rith tho oxoeptions of the physicians,. who 

ha\l'e ... fe Mexican r.nJ white p tionts, they ore workinb ontirely 1ithin 

their o\1n ntoit..1 t,roup. 

1' Noh:r-o nurses' unit at the Univoraity of' Oklahotln llospit. l began 

7Kerna, op. oit •• p. 166. --
Osixt enth CewmG of th• fJ. S. i o Lilbor 1"'oroo, .2£_• _ill., p. 888. 
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TABLE VIl 

NEGRO '.P;OFESSIONAL hOffi.m.RS IN 
')l\l.,AHO,Ws. cr.rY r1 19469 

Profo1;;aion 

'teach rs 

Minintet'a 

Physioiar.t& 

Sooial Workers 

?farses 

Attorneys 

Denti ts 

Librarinns 

Tota.l 

Number 

101 

38 

12 

G 

5 

6 

2 

2 

170 



training undel" tho eupe~isiou of -tho sohool o!' nurai:or, Rt tl e ho.apital. 

Befut'o ·;:,hls ,.,lm1 v, ~ ir ot:.tu➔:.ea u1 opinion f?•orn the Dtcte Attorney 

Gener l was reoeiv d to ·:.Lo ffoc··; thu-t. uueh a. pl&."1. i;1 not ··n viola.tie>ll 

of th i a& ... r· te "'chools stat'!.i.te. 

'l'l:.e twelve lfogro physicians in Olclahom Ci"t,y are not allowed to 

troat thuil"' cm ptd;it{nts in ~ry .~o ,A t~.l except ·t;ht) oll that ii( used 

only by lfogroes. The ffogro physicians as yot have not been able to 

treat th ir omt p tiont~ in th.$ n,.,,1 ref;ro , in1; of the Uni,rersity Hospital. 

but it iz (IXpeotod tli.J.t Uiey will ve nllo'. ed to do so in t}. future. The 

j,fog1·0 phys:..cia~: · nnd dentist have their o~n medioal ~aooiation. 

Lv.ok of opport m.:. ~:,· ·to p:r~cr ... i::..t} i . moden1 hos pi .. ab i · i.,htn,1f; tt t,o 

iurk to thu lisadlt ntu.ge uf the Negro physicians. Scvor~l.1 •'Jf t.tcm have 

oet ,.lp th ir o n eli.nios. Durinr; 1.;. e wu.r their pr~otico l:1e.P beon heavy. 

A few or the .:1hysici.t'.tu1 ropo.rb tlu.t tney treat white pl".t1enta who 

oooasional ly oomo m thol'lla 

• .1.1m:,- of t>10 !bgro pooplo oHplo;r whiti1 physiciu.1 G when they oan be 

obtained. Ono 1legro ma~ stt,tod that, «'?ha people trruit the extrom9 

Sou'ch 111 ,o co "....:m ooloreJ doo ··era evm1. thou~h tlwy ·may l\ot bt> a.s 

well truint.Hl aa thu ~.-elite doctors. Thoy 'think that th~ whit raan ill 

oharg too uoh." 

1)kluhomr1 Ci Ly huo i'i ve J egro lawyers. Th ' ent ira utate of' AlaoEna 

only hud four Negro lawyers in HMO. or e.11 the }fogro lC\wyora .reported 

as prt oticing in -:,;h rd tad St too in 1930, 69.8 por cont wero in 

fa.sh:l.n ~ten, ChiC\O. o, Bo1·ton. Detroit. St. l.ouia. Maw York Oity. Cleve­

land, Okl ,hor:i City. Pittsburgh .. Loo lmt~eles, Indianapolis, nd Kansas 

City. . ,e Bt bti o. 0klt ho:tim. had 53 I'og:ro l w·1ers in 1930, oompa.rad to 
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i C·O(•.t;on# ~ No5,ro Prof esn1onal Ua.!1 Md !;;he Ccm!~Ul'-._i t;;:: 
ssociation for the Study of Negro Life and ffi:$tory, Ino., 



in the Couno'U or Chitroho-a. 

Of' t•10 ~.ix son ~1 wnr,:.:,rt1 in tho c10 .limni .. y 1;,10 !'i;:! !iltlJ.:lbor.s 'Jj,,' the 

Ameri,1rm Aflrnci.•ttio:n J" ~; ,cinl 1llo.ker, ~ L vl on\J oti1er io ~llgivlo for 

me nb~r •lip. 

Ono profosaio:n wh:lnh :i.s not } 1.st .d i.n the censl.lE, :roport iu r~rt.une 

t lli"1; . S ,v,,r-e.1 poopl. in t1 e)-11;.u.ni~:y i!~rn 8\h>sl.~tial ini:, ,lfil,;~ f'rom 

t 111 ~ fortunes. Their clientele is oonpos~d roostly or white wonen. 

Negro Dusiness 

The Uegro buaineaa man assumes position of ooneidere.ble indepen-

denoa or \<1hite dominance. Here is a.n opportunity for tho ro.oe to develop 

its own !'iru.1n,linJ. f.ltructure an11 to oree.te john and wo ~.1th for its 0\1n 

In tho United States in 1939, there were 29.827 Negro otmed stores 

which provided oBploymont for 10,222 full timo paid e~ployees. In addi­

tion there wore 29,116 aotivo proprietors. lmlploym.a.nt thus totaled 

42,894, not inoludin~ unpaid fw~ily ~orkers. The payroll totaled 

$6,386,000 for onployees not including compensation to proprietors. 

l:atin~~ s,:ud drinking lace& accounted for tho 0roatost number or 

Negro E1toros in tho United S1;ates. ''ueh establishments composed 42.S 

per ount of all Nag~o owned stores. Food stor~s were second in i."llpor­

tanoe, acoolntinc for 37 per cent of all Ne~ro establishment. Thes& 

two r;roups ucoovnted !'or 79.3 p r oent of all lfogro ownod atores.12 

Ther ha.s been condder ible business developm nt in the Negro 

ootl'll'..,unit1e of Oklo.ho., Cit.y. Somo of th.lo hns been from tif,gro onpital 
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ud 1.i"!Anag~m.errt. However business development ha,s 01r.u:;I.1 hamper.ad by a laek 

ot au.ffioiarrt: capital and conplete dop-ende1iee on tho white .financial 

structure for ertHii t l\.nd bankint~• Thos:-a lfogroes h(, have the cmnt'idenoe 

of tho white finanoiera of Oklahoma City aro utan advantage over those 

who do not ht1.VI') such <::onnections. B1,sin+lrrn ost,1.hlishm.P-nts owned a.nd 

op6r#il.tetl by H:ot;rO@$ con~bt lt\rgely oi' roitaurant~ .. b~rbcu· eimpa , 

cleiiu~inr; o.nd pressing shops , pool halh , u.nd other tJenrioe establishments. 

The typeo (ti'.' Wet~ro buninea.~ ~:hi<ih t\ppear t() be sound i:nvestmetrts and 

operated.. 011 i;ood busin.el'la prinoipl~s 9-'.r"(J) tiw .Jrui>.; stores , gi .. -ocory stor~s , 

Md theatrea .. 

Otheir l~rger liegro 'b·,.adnoes f'in4CJ include. the Jay.-Cola Bottling 

Oompany. Thh is onti of tht, :f.'<iw Uegro- ownod aJld ope.rated firms of' its 

kind in -cho United Sta.tea . '.Pho lM urda Sct·aµ Iron and Junk Yard i s 

r<ipoi•tl)d to have made a f(.)1"tml(J for i'ts ownex•. He ha~ 11,,:i.b:u~gu~:nt.ly 

gone into the real e:state ouu t.est. The J1,mk y 1•d normally e1!1.ploy~e two 

hlmdr(~d. tfogr-o and whito "11orkeru . Th~ Meroh,1ntil~ St1:mple Company has 

been opera fing for :forty y~ars in Oklahoma (a i~j... It is a lfogr., .... p\"f11ed 

oom.pany \llhi.t.1h furnisht.;8 l"Oot.hs &l.Hd nrr l1nhaa Jiaplt~ya: for sulrtamen. It 

haa offioes downto1'm . 7li.e ABC Taxi (fompa.uy ia a 'Nr}iro .. (:rp0tat€Hi contpa.ny., 

b.ut ia ownnd by a ,~hi.to fini. 

In Oo·t;ober , 1945, t.tiere · ere 194 Ner;ro .. operated bu:i:.neas eijt:i.blish­

ments in Ol~lahoma City. Of those,. 09 or 36 per oent were eating houses. 

There were no dep trtment stor~s~ ba 1k ; , investment fil"t(lS , 1Jook stor.es, 

or v rietv atcrea operatod by Nci;roes in Okl, horaa Oit;,r . Ther e was one 

~tore thi t its in th<l second-ha.nu olothin~; u:,ainess . 

1:i~orty- six of' those us.i.nosa establishrum~u re in the vioini ty of 
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TABLE VIII 

~It'GRO--OPTI:RATED BUSINESS E3'f ,1.J3LJ:S~TS IN 
OKLA.HOMA Cl'.TY HJ OCTOBER 1946 3 

Type of Bus:ines& ltumbor fype of 13\.UlillGSB 

Auto rep-air shops 6 tmnu.factures 

Barbecue 14 .~do stor~s 

Barberr ah<1p.s 11 NewspQ.pore 

Beverage lhlnufaotures l .tlewa stand 

(Jt.\.i'$8 45 'Mota.ry publi~ 

Olean.ors a.nd tailors 12 Photog,ru.pher:, 

C.:onf~etion:rie:e 4 Plt.ttn.ber& 

Drug stores 6 Poul.try dealors 

'tlectrio ahops 2 Service station 

Florists 1 Shoe repair ab.ops 

Punere.l Uomea 6 Shoe robu.ilding parlcrrs 

Gr¢ce:i<$ 30 l'axioab..s: 

Hau·d~e l ThllJiatres 

Junk dealers l Tro.nz i'er s 

Landsoapc g9.rdenm·s 3 Upholsters 

L'u.mber company l Hotels 

Total 

Numb1u· 

l 

l 

l 

l 

12 

2 

5 

l 

7 

6 

4 

l 

l 

6 

l 

2 

194 
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'thtY 300 blook Eawt Oooond Street. Th.irty--thrao are in tho oollaction 

There were th:re(j bus boys and twenty-J1:'H' waH:roase:. e1"ployed. This did 

not include the p:n,pd.etors and r •. mily nn:-kei.·n. 

These included aa.les people, fountain help., phar.:L:doiats., del:1\.1'ery tlen., 

lie do pot ox;pi!i:r ienn$ o.ny great d'if.t'i c,Al ty c.,r <;oropeti tion with 

,;bite ;.>•J.aiuass·-aen .. 'l'he i;roflttent dr-a.,::,aok ,,o t4c ;10,mi ?fogro tG 

g!-ittinzt atn.rtod in ln.:sirHl'Hrn ig the a,,tituda of the ◊lder Negro 
l aders who are jealous. The faot that there a.re ma.ny ,hito man 

e1 ther in btH:Y-im,.ea or <)V.Jnit1g businoas t)staibli.shlno ts in the Ifog:ro 

dietrict limi ta tho oppot-tuni ties of rfogroea who QJ'"e :n.ot ttllowed 

tb do businor1~ outrdde their ow11 di&triot. Ii' ~ e at'(;l l1()t al lowed 

to do bui3inces in. white district, .it 11ould soe>:1 onl.l ri1.;ht 'that 

white imc1. Jewish persono shoul,i U<)t he orov.1dlu~; Nei:rroos out of 

b1.lsineas,. 

A few older tfegroos mm ti.ll th~ husinasa houses und locr.stions 

and thoy will not fix 'l.l~em up nor e11.larg?i t am, yet the~, oharge 

ua three nr fo1.ir timer, ao riuoh fo1• our- loc~tiona u.s we would have 
to pay evou down:tovn. Thero is vory little onpita.l down ho:re t;ttld 

tho :rou.l ef1tate values he&.ve risen so much hi~har than tho value 
of ;;1H} property that it leo.ves tho yount; r rneii fl.t a disn(lvanta.ge. 



HestP.urtu:tt$ 

Pool ho.lls 

Theatres 

Orooe:ry $tores 

Undert$.kero 

llarber $hops 

Drug utores 

~hoe ahoils 

Radio 8hops 

Prescription ahop$ 

{JleEi.net"s 

not do;; stand 

Pho'i:io s hope:;: 

Garagu 

Second hand clothing 

Clook repair a.nd j0 \lllry 

Hew pap re 

Boteln 

B rs 

B 11ty shops 

Muaio storea 

ToW 

'l'Jd3LE L't 

8 6 

4 2 

l l 

2 4 

2 2 

4 2 

2 2 

2 3 

0 l 

IS l 

0 ? w 

3 l 

0 2 

2 0 

l 0 

l 0 

2 0 

2 0 

6 l 

l 3 

l 0 

33 
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'l'he lie§&rO r,.t.al $1Jtate iuan h1lve pr,evtu:ttQd housint, uevftlopm.ent or 
the opening up of reatric,rted distriots in or·dc-n· to ereato theso 
sxtrern.ely crortd~d co1tdi tiona i.;}dch allow r~nts to i>tt BO high. 

Bw>illf.)8f!l leaderahi;p is poor, amt tlrnre ia such a lack of cei.pi ta.l 
and a. l.ack of trust that the proporty o.mers can dictn.t(' to the 
busine:rn oporat:n·s. That'o is no branohil1' out into othar lin-0a of 
business. 

l think the i'aot that the Negro real es tfitti" men nnd unethieAl 
white 1-~eal estate operE.torn hti.V~ hinde.rofl the development of Nee;:ro 
business should bo exposed. 

five yem.r-s stated that he hu.s had no trouble doi.n-: business ln that 

but h• htia di:ffj.o.ulty wlth t-he illiterates. Uany of' them orumot pro ... 

notinoo mu,iee' e.nd oQ.mmt te,ll what they wnr1t. He believes thttt he can-

finoiit people you could f'ind a.nyv,here down )1~r0,, thour,h. tt 

com.posed of per:sons in the conrmmity wh-0 can b(.; peruuo.ded to puy thE>it"' 

ono ctollnr momborr;hip tee. Ite aims and purposoa are not clearly 

os to.l,11 Hlrnionte. 

/ 



CBAPTFJt V 

SOCIAL FORCES II: THE COMMUWI'l'Y 

reoraa.tion., thG press, and oomJ'lereial r"Eteroation a.11 ref'leot the in­

fluonc~ of the m.1u•cinttl economic sutt'ioit,ncy wl.ich ffll« daeoribed in the 

preo&dint; oh~pter. These faetors altho1tgh not independent of th 

$oonomic conditions in t;.he community-i, e-x.•roise n inf'lueuoe on th.e 

oommunity li.fe., 

Edueat.ion ----
The Fi.rut forrltorinl taiialative Assembly provided tor a. syotem of 

separate soboola :for Ne~roos. In the oleotion h~ld in April, l89l, to 

dobormi1uJ whether or not there should be 1.u:ipttrate soh-ools in Oklahoma. 

for mixed schools. The First LAgislntive Assembly also provid d that 

those coimtius vrhioh had voted to establish separate eohoolA should hnve 

a tax levi d by the boa.rd of oommissioncrs, 11hich would bt, suffioi~nt te 

maintain such sohoola. The general plan set up by the le~iola.ture in the 

Okl ho sohool laws apooii'ioally states that the schools for ihi te nnd 

oolor6d shall bP. sep rate, but tilth · partial facilities for both.1 

1Mildred M. Orot nley, "A Risto1·y of the He~ro Schools of Okl.r .• boma 

City, Oklnh01.na1
t {Unpubl shed the~in~ Univoroity of Oklahoma. 1939),. 2. 

46 
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The first Negro school in Oklahoma 01ty st ... rted in i,4,a.roh ot 1891. 

It was housed in an old tm,-room oamp house, in an abandoned wagon yard, 

looa ted on the corner 0£ Heno and Harvey atreeta. J • D. Ranclolph was 

the f.irat teacher. Tie remained as principal of ·the oolo-red achool fo1~ 

a&vera.l years. 

In the school year 194-6-46 th6rt; were 'Sf, 752 pupils ttt.nrolled in the 

public sohools of Okllihoma City. Of thuse 34,706 we.re whites and .S.046, 

or 8 .o per oent, \\'Oro oolo:red. Th~re are seven ele.umntnry sohools., one 

junior-senior hii;h achool, tind 102 tenchEtrs in thi:; separate school 

system of Oklahorw. Oity. 

The building for 'bh6 Douglastt Uigh fh1hool was c~onstructed in 1934 

at a nost of f,219,159.4:!.& It was built vdth sections pltumod for the 

followi11g departt~1onts; art. dr.ama.tico and debe.te., modi,Hd elini~, 

e.uditoritW'l, aooial eoiunoo, beauty cmlture, library, trades division 

inoludini; briek layinf;, woodwork, pl• atering, housopainting., barbering, 

mechanies, 0.11d vocational tl.gricultu.re. The hish seheol stacliur.1 we.a 

oonstruetod two blocks from tho school on the 'tl'ashing,to.n Park eitth 

Tonohors i.n th~ uopo.rato $Chools rmut be t;rnduates of an aooredited 

university or college. !}o•..t -,lao Tii;.;h School ,.ran acoept d as &. roomb•r of 

t;he North Con1;ra.l Aasooi,ition ot• Second 1•y Schools in 1938 .. 

Two aopara·te currieul1it a.re oat up in the nenior hich sohool; the 

oollege~preparatorr and 4;he trades .. arta. 'l', e college-preparatory 

currtnulu."n ir. provided for the stud•nts who dosire fol"!!Uil subjects. suoh 

a.a F.nf;liah. i'orelt;n lang ·ge, science. history and mathomatlos. The 
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?iUMBER O,t T~Cl;ERl! .MID ~{)~l,MlZ!f? IM _sefIOOLZ 1g1, NEGRO 
01:U'.UlREl'i I!i OKixJUiOMA ti I Tf :rn ?Mi.ROH 1946 

2 

3 

102 

1,014 

776 

611 

169 

141 

lOl 

a1 

81 

3cui•t"ont r~o-ortis of' tht) Nf.'JtH,4l':'Uh Di vtsi~n., Oklahoma City ~ar-d o£ 
Eduoa tion. 
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trat.\as--arts cur:rieulu1'll is provided to train st"Udents who plan ta, enter 

husinesa <.>r industry ftor gracluatiou 1'ram hish school. 

During rooent year$ th• Doui~le.a 1ligh School hns sponsored mrmorr>us 

e:11i:-tra--0ur:id.oular actl vi ties f<.,1· 1 ts tu dents. Orohest,-aa,. bands and 

glee clubs are ponaorod. Athletics inoluds football,. basketball. ' traGk• 

and othe1· aporti. The sohool ·Nook is divided into i'iV'o extra ... ourrioular 

aotivity poriods of thirty minutes ea.oh., Two ,:>f ·hese are homeroom 

p0riode, two s.ro c lub poriods, nd ono ls for Aal.Ht.ii:tbly. 

A night oohool .ror adults has opcratod 11t Douglas !Ii~h School ainoe 

19:.rn. It. -w-as olosed for !'our years dut"ing the tleprasaion but was tre­

openo<: in 1938. Eooh your now oourso~ !ll"e :Uide.d to 1t1aot tht5 nee<.la. of 

th p blio. Aca.der\dc suhjtH'lts, liorn@ eoc.tno1al~a, Md tr(iden ttr(.J tfluglit. 

thfhe sohoel makes -.u1 eapecial ppoal to thoso i:').dHlta who feel tlHjY are 

just a little uhort on their spelling wid writing. 114 

Tho method of' t'inancin~ of l'Jep1~:r0.t.e sohoola by the Oounty pr~u:;cnts 

t rn pro'iJleu\ of uniformity • it:h i;;he oity-f'inanoed whit(1 sohoc,ls. F()lltm• 

inr, ~n intensive survey by speoiallats who were 1i1"ed by the Board of 

Education, v. aoiiarate sohool bond iaano o! $700,000,.00 was reo~nded 

to w:qua.liae the oystems. 

In Dec m'ber, 1940, the County voted t his nmoi.1n-b to ho spent for 

1•epairs and additions ~o prets.Emt build.inr;a. incl11ding Dou.glas, Cc.r,rer, 

Dunl..:nu·., Edvw.rda, Orohe.rd Park, e.r,d int'!lan Pai;_;e solwolri, a.nd nlao f'o:r the 

building of t wo nt}i1;hborhood schools. One of' t hose ls to be loeu.:~cd 

oaeit of the on.nta Fe rail o d nd one w-eut of. tho Santa. Fa :railroad. 
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toohnic 1 school to bo loetited i.n the castc~rn part of Okla.homo City. 

Hi :>her education for Oklt1horua Nogroea ia pi•orided at t..a.ngs1~ot1 

Univ ruity, forty mihrn frorn Oklahoma (1ity. Megroes desirini;;. to do 

~radu.ato wo1~k which ir. not of.f'ored ut Lt:i.ngston University rece1vo 

state • Duri:nt; tho present aem~wte:r a. Uogro ~irl was refused ad.!'ll!:t;tanoe 

to the Univorsity of Oklahoma Law $ohool bocauio the Oklahor-.u.\ st!).tutee 

lfa.tional Assooihtion tor tho dva.ncoment of Colo:rod Peoplf-1 is at 

of this Oklahoma Rtatut. 

School Attendo.nce 

A slit~htly s:mftller proportion of lo ~roes than of' the r; .uor l pop­

ulati::-in attend school. As ahown on Tabla XI, all ci.te ;roups rritl. the 

sohool in the goner l population than is found unom; tho n grooa. '.i."he 

proportion of those f'iftoen yeE1.rs of age in -ttendanot:l auon<~ tha general 

popul tio is only ali ;htly hi~htn· than ~ or tho No6t'O :rrou1>. Pmvever, 

the deoline in the proportion of Negro childt·en in t\ttendanoe frorr: 

£it·teen to t'.fenty f cur wan more pronounood than for th . 6 eneral popula­

tion. 

Of total o.f' 210 truimoy cases in the Okluhomu l,ity Sohools during 

one uemeuter of the 19 4 ... 45 sohool year. 92 were of whitov nd 108 were 

of I egro s. 'l'hus 51. per cont of 11 t.ho children ),ilty of tr1Jnncy 
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TABLE XI 

scnooL ATTBHDANCE IU OKLAHOMA CITY IN 1940 nY RAOE6 

Age Number Attending Percent Attending 
All Cle.sees Magro All Classes Negro 

5 - 24 yra. 40,326 3,645 eo.o 66.2 

5 yrs. 1.21a 118 40.7 57.6 

6 yra. 2,629 256 87.l 83.1 

1 - 9 yrs. 8,911 820 97.2 96.l 

lO • 13 yrs. 12,208 1,203 91.4 96.4 

14 yrs. s.oss 307 95.B 96.6 

15 yrs. 2,911 306 92 .. ~ 92.0 

16 • 17 yrs. 4,921 413 75.7 69.2 

18 ... 19 yrs. 2,631 198 35.6 28.8 

20 yrs. 661 28 17.9 14.0 

21 - 24 yrs. 1,116 36 1.2 2.4 

5u. s. Bureau of Cenous, Sixteenth Census t>f thu Uru.ted Dtatoe: 
~- l1oeulation, Vol. II ( aahlngton: OovernmonTirinting Of.fioe), 931. 
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attributed to a. nmuher of clH'ferent os.ui;ee. Iusu!'fici~nt olothirig, tll­

n.ess,. laok of bus faro ~nd lunoh r~tom,y, and o. widespread f6eling of 

futility were causes sum:;.estod by the tlrban Leai;ue 0.•ue · ,ork Comn.1lt~t.6 

Negro Attendance of.'£'1oers, oar;1,o to t-he conoluaion that thu causes in .. 

eluded ai tuations in wh:i.oh both .t'a.ther ~:rid mother were working, broktUl 

oommeroi 1 i-ocreation. "Attondan!'le of£1cors, a& do juvenile dirtaion of 

a<lmies:lon cf. ohildr,m to ~;icturo fihows d11rin·; school hcmrt-1, o.nd batter 

proteoti<m under labor lawn for obildrnn. n? 

ta.tiou raciliti&u for school children havo been oom.pletely laoking. Until 

p1oks ttp nolored and whi to ehild1•on an.<1 returns the£n ai'te-r acho.ol. It 

w: " reported th~.t at first the white- and Negro children were not seg­

rag ted on h oua. When ft now driver requei,ted th&.t ;he eolored 

obild.r-en sit in the back. his request 11aa complied 'With only a.fter some 

protest i'rom all the children. 

6:Biwell L. Uewsian .. Reg:or-t on the Field !.l!xpc:rien.oes or the Gase l'fork 
Consultant in Oklo.hm11a City,. bklahom ,. ?5ot'obor io, i9457""to'1!owmSe~ 2. 
1945. ""Propared for tl e National tlruan i:eagu.a CorP"...aunity Rel'a.tiono Pro::' 
jeot. (Unpublinhed),. 24. 

7 Rthol R. Clu.rk, Report -2!: ~r'oup. 'Nork ruid Reereatlon .!!! Oklu.hocia 
City,. Oklahoma.,. Prop(1r d "for the lfotionnl Urban Le bUe Oommuni ty Rola­
tions P1•o•jec't'7 (Unp1,1bli heel Report,. November 2, 1945),. 14. 
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There 1Arl9 211 police oftioere on tbe Oklttht,a City Poli.eo force. 

Ittlev,1m of th-@,se .u•+J Nuei;ro0s of wh-0m silt ar0 pntr()l~.n,. four rlre d.eteo-

t1 ves, ~nd on,e 1s ~ ju~le ottio~r.. !hey 01,mrate pr1ntti . .rilt iri the 

Negro t>O..tlnrul'liti~s.. ':1:heit• po-wors £¼.t'@ 15.t'lited to the n.rr~at et' ?J.cigrQ 

0!'£0~derf-'. lt ia th~ tH!lief of the police d.ept¼rtment thrt.t it:;:; ntaff 0£ 

00101"-nd of!'ie•rs is u:nusu.1;1;.lly effioiant.. Thtu.·~ iu-e no px-Qba.tton of'f'i{lel'."$. 

tlu• pr1noipa,,1 ett",mS$·1 f'~r "Jh!oh l1egroff were .af'l'."fHJted in 1944 

wel'e druhk.enruno<J•,, disorder'ly 0011.du◊t, vngraaoy,. and iubling. fhe 

mt!\jority arrtlat~d were for minor off.e:n:sea.. Seriou.t crimas prr;vid.ed 

7 ,.fi per oent or total arroats.. Du:rinr; the wuk c.t~ f$al'."oh 14 through 

l!!aroh 20, 1948. a tot~l 0£ 519 arres·cs ?U.Jru tlll:Lde by the Oklahoma. City 

Police t>~p~rt~~nt. Ot th~sm 70, ()!" li .. 2' per etfut, W$r@ lfogi·oes. Pul":i.n.g 

this w0ek ~$ 'mfl\ll1 w-·r11>i.d;~ ot' eolored per .. ons ltero mo:da o.utfli(tfi the 

d.i,;tr"iot ,inder study ~.13 wsro iua<bt in it. Areo.a 0,f' oo:usiderfl.ble police 

aotivit.y durini this period in~lud.tld a Nat,;ro. rcoridng ho-uee and ooll$ie ... 

ti.oms ot $!iW.ll Negro bi1sin~ssee in th~ unit blook on fi&st Oalttornia 

,iot'o.a& fro$ the Switi\ Fe Depot. V~gr~llOY Mtd imoral <"i11ndi1ct 8-<HUtunted 

for 2S .ar-roat11. Drunkt)nuoeth disorderly <HJ11<\uot,. posaeasion of whlek0y. 

asouo.lt and b1>l.tt61"'y, a't!d ~aau(l.lt wi1.;h · dofl.dly ,reap.on were tl.a eharges in 

26 urrestu. Ru.nning utop t,.dgns1 speeding, e.nd bq,roper brakes oaused 

ll f.\rre,st"• while l»Ji"oeny .. imporsonating an offioor. and viol.~tion of 

the fire ord.inaaoe :t"(H1ult0d in &itht arr-eate. Two :N.egro@@ Wtlrc tU're,Gtitd. 

for ho.Vin{; possession of i~fUllbling devi.oea. 

Cr-i1no appo-ars to be clos@l.y related. 'to the type of oon:i:meroial 

:reoret:1tion that oo.n bo found on t,bo Eat!taide. "'thirteen &Jl.d fourteen 

year- old girls f'r •Ju.ant public dan~i!)s and patroni£{} beer tnverna and. 
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m~FB!IHES CI:AJW!~ AQA!MflT SW~1TY :nrm~YBtl _fillRR,lTID UY TJiE 
OKl.u\W'.)MA O XTY POL!UE rmRntG g1t. PERI 00 

OF Olli WW~ Ili 1946 

Vagrancy 

Orunk$UMOS 

Disordfirly Con.duet 

Bumtl.ng $top-G11n 

Po~s.ess ion et' whittk«ty 

taroGny 

Oeeupyiug and olinio 

Asimal t tulA ba:ttery 

Fire or<liniuu;,,e 

Poa i;.c,ps ion of ga.11ibll~1g devices 

t:mpr/Qlper bi•ak$$ 

Spo,oding 

Vagranoy-prostitution 

Indso~ut t}~Ot.n.u:-e 

Laroeny -0f b!cyole 

Vugran<$ y ... pir.ap 

Impor$onttti».g off!<Ht:r 

J.liuiault d th deadly fl .. ;ff.pon 

16 

ll 

'1 

' I 
4 

i 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

l 

l 

l 

. 11 · 1 . ett . E ti" f ,. \nM• 

9na.il)I' Boekinr,;s Record, Okla.bomt1. City- Polioe llepartmant, lw.ra-h li ... 
20, 1948. 
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other ohe p Cl'>W.l~roial plnees. Thor ar two hit& police omen hu.t no 

lte ~ro police omu.n. hono tht.'lre is no supervision. or oon · rol s to oouduot 

or age of: a< ttanoe of y-ouni; ~il"ls to vublio dances. '!he only control 

exerted y the police officers is "·•cp:l.n-; fight to a tninil'm,m. nlO 

There were oho ieid 

and t 1.e .E.,a.~11 Okla.ho an, Th front pa~e of the Febr t ry 2 • 1946• i su 

t,f tl1e nlaci<: Diso ct rr-ted tv;o such ·tOl'i.es i ttA 68-oalibre r volVt,r 
---Fi&JJ\ I ' 

, hot i tho he end d n rgUJ'il(U'tt OVF.t' ·tha ltiyinc-- of !n.;.is Jordan' 

juk box hit, 'Buv.~ Me, ll by'> in the Bluo Fr◊nt boor t.f.\vern, 000 >look 

J uvonile J> .. o,l i~guenci 

Tho Ju enile Division of the Okl.ahom~ City Police f)epl'rtt n-t was 

o t hlished in Uay, 1943. Prior to this, juveniles wara handlod throu&h, 

one liegro, , ork ith the Juv®nile Division. 

t tie child's h&vior. During 1946 and 1 ·45 th polic have been 

brint;in~ in all piak-ups to polio<9 headquarters. l'•rents are then 

notified to oome to the ;Juv nile ot•r1ce. 



ii til~d and a dr..,t& fo,- hea.rint; i~ riot. 1'1e e}lild thot.i ~ppears h@f'or'ff 

th0 @()unty Judglil .for final disp-c>.sition of the ot.U!hh ttll 

i:n th.o o.ommunity as: he han no tbtsk in tht) Juv~n:U~ Court ()f'.fieee. The 

He holievern th(l.1; the oourt and the ,mite peoplt1t in i;eneral are more 

llThe Coa.."'toil of' Social 'fielfr,re , Mi&behavin~ Minors, A Survey of 
·thti Fro1>lt->rns of Youth (Oklahoma City# jf;__.gMt, i946),. l." (Uime:ot:~phed),. _____ ...,.._._... 11n 
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JUVE!UI.m l)!m .. IN(ltm:NQY ClUlEfl Rt'UIDLMi !ff 'f}Ui JtJlfE!JI:Lii OOtrltT 
II OKLAilOJJA r.'f!.:11 FRO!& NOVEtMBHR 1, 1944 ro OOTO~D 21. 

1946 BY RAOE, 5£{, MID RESIDimOJ:12 

boye ,294 100 55 .. tt 

gb·ls 136 99 25.7 

N~gPo ·neys 56 6 10.,6 

lfogro c;ii>le 43 l s.1 

48.$ 

4<'l.O 

2.9 

0.5 
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TABLE XIV 

OFFENSES CHAHOIID A\.AnmT NEGRO CHILDREN IN OKLAHOMA 
CITY POU THB PJm!Ol) PROM ?fOVr"l!lff l* 1944 

ro OCtOBER 31. 1946 . 

Oftcmse 

Piaorderly Conduct 

Runaways 

Bleycle Theft 

Purse Snatohing 

Othel" Thefts 

Investi,;ation 

Venereal Disease 

Spreading Venereal Disease 

Esoapint~ from Tra.inb1g ~ ehool 

Drunkentl08S 

Dastroyi:nt, Property 

hoitt,ring 

Truanoy 

Stroni; Arm Robbery 

Proatitution 

Aesunlt 

Total 

13
Ibid. 

Number 

5 

12 

ll 

2 

a 

14 

19 

3 

2 

10 

4 

2 

9 

8 

3 

l 

l 

106 
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ayropathe·t.ic to Negro oh1 ldren in trouble, thM th(iy are GVen toward vrhi to 

ohildren. Tiet him observed th~t 11hi. te peo~le ure v~ry kind to the ind.i v;t ... 

dual Negro, but thay ,at).$olutoly :re.t\Utfit to e.Q-0-er;t "th~ r11oe aa :Q, whole. 

Oui·ing 1946 there wtu•e 18 colored b◊ys sent tt> the Oklnho.rna S~te 

Tr~ini11t~ School for Net!:.l'O Boy, .at Boley. There wGre i"i'lffJ. colored girls 

sent ·to ·ths DkleholAl!l S+..ate '.tr,ainin~ Soht.>ol fur Colot·ed Gh·l$ r .. t Taft,. 

lit:lther of' l.l.flS$ i.na.t:ittrHonij ha-vti; sooi.al workers or pl$.oe~ent otti~e1te. 

It frequently happons thttt fl?¼'Ung;_ ei>ople< ~r@ :r~l•a.sc,d fi•om i~h.o -twa1niti.g 

school.a and rill"e be.ok into trouble a.gain before t,.htt Juvenile Otf.1oe is 

awart1.t that they have been relo.ased. 

From N()v~mbcl"' l" l9~t4 ·bo 0-otober. 51, 1945 ther$ were 135 o~&os of 

delinqu&n<~Y in ·bh~ Ok:ltti1omt\ Ceunty Ju:vonile C(l'Urt.. Of th.i&se, 106, or 13 

p~r -0011t W€:t,r.~ :Fiet;ro casGs. Sia()e se>PJ.e (lhildren a:ppt,1tred botot'u the 

court more than once;r the tot,il number oi'' ehi ldren imol v<,d ffl\S 651. Of 

these 91, or J.4.1 per cent weu•~ li$t,troep. 

tl1a Ju.v~tdle Cour-t also hiii.ndl•e ca.sea ot dep6ndency. Dm .. in,~ th:\s 

p~riod tlwr.E, 't.l'EU'"t" &01 oas~1~. Indl.ude.d in 'tn&ll!(;l> 'llff.U"e 19 .feeble .11rl,:1ld&tt 

urhi to chilti.rfln. .• nnd one feeblemitidetl CtilQ:rad o.hild. On.ly fo'...tr, Gl" 1.3-

per oont of tho tiependency ca$,~~ v1eJ"'e colored.. The uoorQtr~ry of the 

juYenile court believes that the officials are not incline\1 t o be as 

oonoa;rned with wJ1i t• oases. During bhe t,.t.\rly par·t of l.94S lart~~ numbers 

oi' diapai.ldeni'.i awl n~glaot.fd ohildr-<$n Wctrn r~,tari+ed to tho court. It is 

believed thn.t this "Wal in pW"t d\1e, to the ertoppin-g ot"" u.llotri1ents after 

t.!10 fathor-s have betm dinoluu-g;ed fro the army. However. not u 

abnort.1€a.lly ltirge proportion of these cases involved Negro ohildren. 

TM;a may bfiJ _relt,t11d to the, u.n,rni.:uu.ly large numbtJr of oolf>f'Qd children 
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who are reo-eivint; aasiatance t"rom th$ aid to dep.endcent children, pn:lgro.m. 

Xn 1943 b$Qn.u~e of a lru:·ge in~n·ease :ln poi-mlat:i.o:n, and. u11sottletl oon ... 

dit ionG. e,rn1Sf.Hl by the war, Oklrih~ Ci t.y had a largl/l inQrease 1n ·~ 

nu her of juvenile offeuaea. However, in 1944 thort, ws a. r"tt!iuotit>n of 

30 per cent in thll nurnbei- of juvenile o.f .f&nders. In 1946 there was ~ 

slir.;ht lnorllH1.6$ in tho ntnnb0r of white boy o.ffend•rs and a deori,atHil 1:n 

the n1.;u-abet oi" whit~ girl ett tmdors. 'J.'}).$ nuxabtw of W,~i;ro oi"'f<mder$ by 

$et~ rext-.Aine.d pt•tiotiQitlly th, tHtlflfi. Tho.ro wa.fil V'JiJ'l'!.r li t"tle Vl.lit'iat:tort 1u. 

J:lumbor. of oftemHH by 1iag:r-o boys and girls in l943. Furthermore, sinoe 

u;,u ther~ has boen very little var·i&;tion ir1 the ntmiber or Negro 

juvonilo ofhnders. 

In 1945 ?Legro boys and gi.l·lt were arreateti ~n th.,j .rollow:.blg oharie•u 

burglo.ry, 1>i eye la ·th~f''l;. r,crr1Je rm .. td4ohin:;, ot,h.e r tlul.i:1'ts, iu'1'•$ tiiti4 tion,. 

•ipreadin,~ ven0reul dis.ease, 1ruscflping f:r~ta training ;,whool, dastroyin& 

property, tlru:i:ikrumess, loitering, runni~ nway, trua.'1.oy,. prostitution., 

:robbery, and atunvtl'b.. '!'hefta 0£ various kinds were t.J11i most treqitont 

types r,r oftetl;&e. !:4'em.:rl¥ on& ... 1:Jhird of all ot.f'an$~S wortt oi' t;,h:ts type .. 

Iz1vt,stitu.tion$. o:f.' various types furnished tha :uext highest number. 

Rui ninp; a.way, eacapint; from trt..1:nin,,.; school. loitering, and truancy were 

tt.leo froquent. o.ff'11;ns&.s. 

Tho Ocmnoil ot.· Social i'leli'are made a atudy of juvenil~ delimruenoy 

in Oklahm~ Oit;t in 1\us;1.u1t, 1946. !n this fl!tudy an analysis Wll\$ '!.llii.oo 

of diatriots in wbioh 

One nf those t.liatrictA> included part of l.b·e speoifio a reu. for this study. 

One areu o:r oonco-:1t:rn.tion e~~nded fl·om ·t;r,.e bu inesa ~ reu. ea t o Mary­

lu,nd, tmd from the Rook Iala.nd tre.ck~ 4n thQ ~outh to Of)venth $'bl'eet on 
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the north. This ia the only district included in ·the study in , hioh 

the .• rea.te1· part of the popul ·tlon wtit.s Negro. A part of the lleg;l"o 

business istriot h¾ i.noluded in tho !'ea. Of l, 231 children batwefln 

tha ,es of ten o.m nineteen, !J01 t1.re Ncr~roes. The populati<.>n is 

concentr ted aud ho\rnin · condttiona noed imm·ove1,1.e.nt. Pl. y apace and 

resources for ohildrcm ara llrnited. Poaltive oornmunity h .. fluenaos 

inoludo 'bv-<) ,rade sohools , one p rk and eloven ehu:rches. 

':ht.lire were in Distriot :n l, 231 school ohildron of whom 56, or 

4.64 per cent, were ·olinquent . Thus ontt child in every 22 was 

delinquent. District VI nu; found to contain 988 ohildren. Only five 

or those , er@ delinquent. Major ooouptitions of thti l)el'tmnu l1vine; in 

Dietriot II lncluded public sorvioe, do1t1<,stio aervioo and uns :illed 

ork. Major oooupaA1;io:n.s in District V'I Yere elerical, sales,, pro­

pri tors, 1.w.,.ar,er1l, nn ,>J :!'icials. '!'he )er ceni. of hor, a owned in 

District II was lU .2 • hile in Diatriot Vl -I; 1e pe.r oent was 47 .2. The 

avera ~e rontal ,u.s 19.01 in District II an<l '15 • 92 in Di trict VI .. 

Butter living oomli t:i,.um und oth~.r ,holeuor:ie in!'luonoeR in fi.Onte 

araa.s were prh.n:r 1.ly nwpom;ible :J'or ·h:, uiff nronm.js. in deltnquenoy 

rate,s °>:1y di ;trio ts. ln g nor l th.• de ~ro of ooonor'lio eouri ty 

enjoYf) by nny •ro p of' pooplo cxerolses a r thor profound influence 

o.n thn quali".;y of the behavior of tho younr; people. 

He 1th 

CArtain r cpirator.1 dise ses. ditttary disao.aes. ,naternal ditHlnsea, 

a.nd d:ae uot; oi' infu.noy an childhood, u.r ofi 1itoly rol tod to the 

sand r r living 1hic 1.ho .'ndivictun.l oan f.fortl to int in. It is 
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them uurin.f his inveotigation whioh laitaid trom Ootoher 24, 1945, to 

vihi<~h should bo available to all individ,rn.l:s of the oouummity. m, 

OklahohNil City was fount.1 to have a hif~er birth re.te than that for 

Okh'l.homa City. 'thuJJ-, the numbor of birtha por 1,,000 popul~tion was 

lSPaul B. Cornely, M,. D., Ph. D., !loport or tl1e Real'i;h Consultant 
for OklRh()lllR (!i'l;y, Oklo,homu., Prepured for the National 1Jrb:;H Leat,~Ue 
dommunity ftill~tion$ 1'.Jroje-0t, Nove1n.btMr 2, 19~5. P• 4,- {t lm&c{;ro.uhed.) 
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2S. 5 for ihit people. and only 17 .l"o:r Negroes. It was aloo f'o\md. that 

94. . 0 po:r cu,n; of tho ,,}dtc children nire born in hoapitu.lGt while only 

35 .. l per cont , i' the !h,g;ro ohild.:ren 11ere born in } vtipi i..u.ls. 011ly oloven 

hahies vi1ere •leli vered b:r midwi vea in Oklnhm:F Ci·t.y d,irin; 194J. T,ao t>f 

Th,, mR.ter:nal l:'lortality 1·atc for Oklithor:ta City is hi _;hor thr .. n that 

for thb t,tate tutcl 1.'or the Unitod Stat s . Th.o.t 1'or t 10 whH,t~ populu.tion 

is quitfJ low, l . S per l , 000 birth$, but f'm· t; 1t:, Nee;ro · opuliition it is 

ttunbelieva:.>l:y hii:;t,. re1rnhinr; he rate of almoot 18 out of eu.0}1 l,OOU 

l i o bir-thu or t0n timBs vt e wL1 te m ternn.l JL.orta.lity rate .. 1•16 This 

co11dl tion is 1el.:.evud ·to r~;fle~t inac.equu;tf• pro-nr .. t 1 ann post ... na.tal 

c a1~t, an the~ 1' ct that the •11 :io:ri ty of bi:i·ths a.nong Neg:-005 ocou1· • t 

hont0 1 e:re housin1; ii: oi ·te1:i poor ahtl. 1here u.dequ 't.¢ oa.re u.nd supervision 

a· nno·t ba provided. lt"'or every t;houn:md live birtha ~111on~ Negroee th•re 

re thir,;;f• thrFJe ij°till bi. tha, cu~d 73 infants l"iho d.io befora they are 

on<'I nionth old. There n..ro only '.Lfi.B r•t:i.11 birtl-rn a. d 42 inl"unb deaths 

before one mo 1t,t of ai~o JO!" 1,000 liV'e birthH in the u!-:it. µopultJ.ti<m. 

l'~~o e~cr.1 r~ll <loath ~·· ~o in the ·~otnl ,(lpttl. tio 1 w,i.s D. O t;cr 1,000 

il'.i 1943. "'ho rate fo1· ,, .. ::,._Ci) peoplG was 8.0 a.ud for ~le(;roeR v.au 10.2. 

•,op 11~ .~on , whil · thu.t of tha lfoc;ro was only 6.8. On this asiH the 

hit.a • )pulation i~ inoraa:.;in ·; proportionately :more t}m,n twioo as 

rt pidl y ns the Nogro po·?·1lntio,1 . 

Dogcnerntive c iseaaes such o;· hao.rt ci.lsof.\se, oancor and dlsea-.es 
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o:i.' the bra.in wurt thr, impo:rt.nnt Cl\UUE;S of' don.th unH.m; \Jhi to people or 

Okl ihomn. Cl ty in 1943. Ar.1ot \ l?et~roos., ulthongh the do,;enerati ~ diseases 

11.lao playod un impo,·t.u.r1t role, pnoumonia ., influenza, nnd tubfn•m;lcmis 

were in:portant causes of dt=ra ;h. In 1913 thu death rato f'ron pnoumonia 

and influ nza. vmn 39.6 per 100.,000 whi tE; population. The numbor of 

deaths fro the1 dtf;leai:HH'i ar:1-:m;; 10,;roo$ vtas 123.0 po:r 100.,000. Thus~ 

thoso two dismJ.ses kill throe timcn:; n.a max1y fogt·c<..a 1-.a they do whito 

paople in Oklr.homa City,. Deuths from all rorma of' tuherculoois numhert:1d 

27. 6 per 100,000 &IT1on, ~,hito,-.i, a.r1<1 '10.4 p~:t· 100.000 Nor;roe;s. Thus, 

t.11,h i-oulosi:~ kllla m1t, ,ind one r.u.1.r timrn f.16 many tft:!p;ro~f.l in Okhi.ht,rr.tt 

Ci t;y ru:; white people . 'tthi tu peira 1 s had t 1011t twioe t.he des.th ro.~;e i'rrn'tt 

ct1. .• Y1oe:r in 1943 h:J . e .,,roe,1. The rate fro::, th i Ill cnn flt ro11011g wh:i. t~e people 

WH..f, 116.6 pe1· 100#000 1hilc tv, ra+; i'or ·,egroea Vii,!'. 48.1. 

_ _ Vnn~real di, c, ses mon_; Mee oee has been consiGtontly hihhtllr than 

a111on; ,1hit,-, pnopli,: in all thr., Stat<'W of' th~ Un5.on. For tht~ oountr:r "·s 

a whole th~ prtivalcnoe of' syi,,,1hilis m1mi-; for;ro ~oleotoo{-; was thi r·teen 

timeo tht< t; for i.1hi ,~es. 'l'he rat,:;. of' syphilit:i runon~ 11olectees fron 

0kln.hornr.;. uu.r·n,; 19,u wtu: 30.G per 1,000 for ·hhito :.1electt)eO., and 217.1 

i'or !ne;r·oes. Thuss ·th ore w· c ovor t..evon timoa as much syphilis atHong 

Negro u.,lectoea {1:.; a.mon; w1- ,· to u0lectees.17 

The Oklnhmrw. C:i.ty ve11. re, l diseas-, clinic l$ !rnpported by !'undo 

doriv r~ om t.~he state. f d )ral anc1 ct ty r:;overnmentr. . It is under the 

djxoction of 9- tlni tod States .Public Heal th Offioe:r. Tha paraonnel oom­

prioes t olve J.nuividuals. of' hom a nurse and a olork arCJ colo ed. '.I'he 



Othor cliv1r:ionr. oi' th{:l Oklahoma Di.ty 1:lealth Depa.rtmt:Hl't :n \,hioh 

baby olinto. 

ia 12.H pt:w oont of' tho totn.1 or a littlo abov-Oil ·the population ratio. 

In 1944 thore W-Rra ;,,.004 oriildren ·treu.tod by tho hoapit, ll,. of whom 437 

18 Cornely, op., oit., P• 19. 
_....-.,.. ~ 



W<re ;:olored. 

All Nnr;r,) children were trat!d'erod from the Crippl ·d Childron' s 

Thr. OklahoPU" Connty Hnn.l th At1tJ(lni11.tion 1.~1 a non-of.f'iciRl heal th 

he Okl •l.ouit-i. Ci:t? floaJ. -t;h Aaaoclo.t.:.on ii f~over·ne<l oy a boo.rd cm:r.pr:t}ling 

thirty-ni1v , cm'btws fron l.ihid:. c. ew111 0.xl'tr:mtivo no1 .:.d t.toe ir. HlHcted. 

den f,n.l 0. J 1.nic, 

i:10ther' s nilk baiuc, 

Anonc:t • t on. The 1.ocatlon of' ""he ' ·ildi!v:, howew~r, ic not oonveninnt 

Oklr-honm.. Fiftu<.m Okl ho .. a oountias have no hoHpi t nl faoili ties of' any 
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re uirod to raise t H level to a m1nbu.wi. heal th ratio of' 't 10 Hnd one­

ht'l.lf bedB for every 1.-000 population. 

HorrpitR11:mtion of 'tuberouloaie pn.tiunts is done, for t he most part, 

by atate-s11pported inHtitn:l:;ions. Th.,re t,.rc, 640 ta.x-suppor-ted hoapi tal 

bt)ds for tuherculoais p"l.tiente., Of these,, 80 are alloc«.ted to :Negr-o 

p~tinnta. In 1945, 656 pore1ons dio<l of ·tubero11loab of. the respiratory 

alone ooul<l uffe half' of .;he existing 80 bed$.19 

for treatrn.ent • 

. The Great •ie tern lloApi tf 1 un eRot Fourth Street. is prima:dly for 

llegroes. It has thirty-ti vo beds. The equipment is nob standard. 'rhe 

si;; £.f e1)llt5ists of ono {~raduate n rea Mi three nurse-maids. It is used 

priml'lrily as a home for ehrfmio tubero1,1losis 011Sea ,vhioh are referred 

by the Department of Publio Wel"'ara. 

Plane !'or th,! constr wtion or a 100 bad Uo:'l'ro honpi to.l in the 

.Edwards Addi '1.,.ion e.r~ bein t devalope1l. The la.nd iis to ho given by the 

lt!l¼.yor of Okln.hom~ Ci tyG The building is i;ho r;ift of 

real tor who is 1-;ne proprietor of the Edwards Addition, ru.d tho Aquipr.ient 

io to bo given by the Jef.fersonia11 and Ruth Bryo.:r1 Owen.a Clubs of Oklahoma 

City. It is expected to be oom.pleted early in 1947 )W 

The lJniveroi ty of Oklr-homa lloapi t l has rHeently completed an 

19Ibi'!_, p. 40. 

20The n 1.ly Oklnhomun, March 17, 1946. --
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&<ldi tion of 80 boda tor Negro patian'(jS housed in t~ur floors. Thirty -ot 

these beda will be available to Okll\\homa City residents.. The aaoond 

fl.t:>or :h d<!)11ote4 ta pr:kva.te pSitienta who a.re CI'i'.li."'E>d tor by pl!"iva:tm 

physicians. Thtt other floors i;i.re dev·oted to clinic pa.tients 1iho are 

oaroo tor by the hoopi'tial stuff. Th~:1 third .!'lo.or im ,ined t'or obat(£itrieal 

oas:es o.ud tor oripplod ohUdt·oxi. 

Th~ Oklahoma 01ty Gono.ral llospital is r.1 priv-atoly owned hospital of 

10-0 beds. A. major portion of i 'ta io:rvi¢.11)$ t:i.r.$ dovottid to surgical~ 

·traumatic a.nd emerg~ney oare. 'l'he~G are 15 b~dn devoted to Negroets in 

a ward l')rt th~ f irmt floor.. Pri "171,!1:ta rocnnE ma.y be made avid, lablo when 

needed,. lie6ro phyiiioiana are not ~ooopted on the Eta.ff. 

St. Anthony's IfoHpital is a Catholic hospital operated. by th<-l 

Sistora of the third order of ut. Ft-aneis. It has :3'75 beds ,utd 75 

burd.nottes. Thiu hospital ronde:rs tl.11 t:fpe1iJ of 1nedieal a11d aurgioal 

aerv1.o8a. l?ifte~n o;r two:nty buds in tho b!l.aen1ent of the buildiui are 

allooated to Negroes. In addition from six to eit;ht beds on the third 

floor muy bu used by llaigr~s for obatetri<Jrtl Q:a.re.. tlqgro physie1ans 

are not ar)ai twd. ~o tho:;1 start'. 

Oomroeroial Recreation 

Mru1y ot the Dou{';las High SehtH)l student» .;o to tlu-,, movie.s f"our or 

fi~e times 0. week. It is the ohi~1? f orm of" reoreat ,Im. There a.:re two 

theatres and botn do a thriving busim.1ss. Ono ia ow11od by a. oolo:r~d 

ramilyp bn-t; is operated by a Jewish pertion. The o che r is Negro Ol'Jtutd 

and opex·atod. Ti.1.e Net;ro thea.-tro roa11ager is w·ell o.Juoa.ted and has 

r~cH:Mtly comt:> to Okla.hnma City i'roin We," York. He expressed his inten-



71 

business is grm,im; and colllpla.inta have been voiced against the opening 
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teries a.loo n.uke t: oir contribut_ons to publit..: cntortuinment. It is 

buildin ··s it Snuthtmm. 

Tho u jorit:, of thm;e phtcao cater to both ndtilte and youth. !n. tho 

tave:t·ne,. •irl5 i.11 th{tir ua.rly toena und adult: male cm1pnnions· t.1re not 

they provide tho onl" :t·ecrtmtional t,u.tltJt foi· the ,.:m.jori ty of tho Iiegro 

01.;.totu1dln{: dance btmda ure brou.;l-d; to Oklo..h◊1,it1. City a.nd plu.y ta 

r.chool Audi toriu:a. 1.!!riuu Ar:..ciorson u.ppt.ars about (Jl'lco eunh 'Jf::ar t the 

lfonioipul Autlitnd.uin. Shu is widely appreciated by both hito and 

oolorod pooplo. 

D1 1r :.ns tlrn doprcs ion period tho , u.rk :tmpt·ovf,r, enL pro~ra.. t in 

Oklrihm:ia City re,rnl tn<l in tho c:xpendi turu of conaidernblo r. 1nns of' money. 

Relic,:!' Ad.n1inistra.t~on, thu Worka Projects Ac1ainiatrE1.tinn, and the 

Oklahoma ii:morgoncy Relief d:ninistration totnl~d #959:,208.72. An addi­

tional $4, 000,000.00 was voted in Civic Conter Bonds. In No, mnbor 1946" 

an additional $00, 000 bond i1;sue for p1.1.rk and play ,round improvt1t00nt 



the iJse 

Cmmllission vw.s authorized to p.r-ovido eentra.l a.cihlinistru.tion of h,,th 
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and Ranren.tion D ,;".lartmon t ,m ry 011 r.upo.rvisod n.o ti •11 ti11s fur 1fogr er ln 

Lib:rarios 

Library .t'acilitii"tB for llegroea n.ro e.x:trem&ly limtrjd. The !Junbar 

Branch Li brury on en.at Fourth Strf"et con is t, of on~ wry small room. 

It is n. br~moh of• Ca.l"'negie Librilry r:u:1d its books ue o.A-talogued there. 
--

Tha ground £0-,:- tho buildin,. was donated by the Federation of C(llored 

oration' t~ Cluh Buildill.i;• It. is bol.ievod by the Libraril:l.n that the 

oiroul~tion of book~, nmo11r; t-legrooo ia r.l'...ich loss th~n it should be. This 

In an r;ffort to Htimulata interest in roa.ding o.u:m,i; tho adl,.l t pop­

ulation. the Dun a..1· Librfl.ril!\n ~1ponsored a hook--revitn·. ht tho Epiaoopal 

Church ot the P.edoemer on a Sunday n.fternoon dur i ng Janutu•y of' this year. 

Univertd ty t,f Oklfl.hor.1.a dotteted her services. The roviaw was attended 

by about forty porsons. Those preoent x:. ,rc-,sned interost in having 

· addl tional revim'lfJ. 
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Douglas High School 1il>rary. However., ita use is limit~d t).ltaoat 

exclusively to rrtudents. 

Oklahoma C:ity.22 It ruts a. sta:t~rwide cireul.tttion. The oiroulr,,tio:n totals 

Associa.ted 'N~gro }TO!Hh 

attontion to tho aoi;ivitiaa of the oolored p~opl~.. Similtu•ly ·white 

peo1>l0 arEt mention.<ld in tho Blaek bispl;ltoh only i.t" their actiona u.re 

Adve:rtieeme11ta of hair straighteners., dro..p shn.p0 Glacka, pata-nt 

Tho oditorial poliey of' the paper rather oouaistently portrays the 

16, 1946, oonta:h1od the toll owing roprauantati ve ttdi torials pointiug 

out insta.noes of ra.oial di~orimi.natlon1 

22.4. seoo.nc.i Na,ro weekly naw-apap-ar, The Southwest ~.onitor wae st.a.rted 
in February,. 1946. The firat issue ea.rriod six par:;;es of tttitional and 
local nm•1s. :News cn,vora.te lnoludes all raoos. The policy of t,ho pepe;r 
appears to l:H~ objective in its apprt1~oh to the .ra.ae problem. 
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"Because ho married a bla.ok womrm, Ted ~tasnoy and hin good 
dfo woz-.e i"oroed to remain in prison for one yoo.r. He watJ ahmlned 

by v,hit<, .ft)lone while in lrison. Ra,)iut ,, rmu-dorers, nn,1 those 
wi10 h tl broken all of' thet ton oomma.ndmeri tR t)urnod their backs upon 
Ted Hm.mey because he had f 11llotmd the moral <)Ode at. aunounoed 
and luid clown by God Ilimoelt•. Every on ➔ of theso white scoundrels 
ha. perhaps nt some tillm ;azod with suva~n lust upon tne cum.elin as 
of eomo blriok :01mu1, but i10ir st 01.;ionu..li..: • d brute trainin,: had 
ttiught thorn to look upon blnok womon nn one looku at oattlo and 
dog a. • • • Think of' A .. :Hr.ioa today attewptinr~ to fwsumt=1 t.he moral 
loe.de~nhip of tho ~.orldt. Our jim cro roligitm arnl uanotions re­
quire .. 2 to place a remium upon indecency o.nd punullze roora.li ty. n 

11 korty Ofinturiea boi'oro tha birth ot' Christ, dark peoplo had 
built r;ree.t civilizationa, and much upo1, ,hioh todo.y men and women 
depend o.s a be.ala for social intoroourae, ~,as fashioned in a period 
when blnok men aom.inr ... tod t h . rth. Dark peoplo named cho stars, 
developed th. 1'irnt aoienoes in cuitronomy, matheWttio!:J, alphabets, 
1iwtallur1or, u.nd own 1,,he oldest rolig ton. Hhould not auoh i;lo:·ioua 
pristino trn.di tiom~ prove intriguing'l flhy should Atnorionn No6ro s 
when thoy study hiat01·y, oonf'ino themselvee solely to a period when 
do.rk peCJple have boon handioa.ppod in tho thral1om of human l>ondage?ll 

"Senators ilho hurriedly shelved tho Fair Employment Practice 
tH.11 Saturdny in order that they rni ·ht rush hono tf'l make Linooln 
Dt y Speeches Mo11da~r• quite ovidently had momentu.rily forgottan 

_ __ that thtt Grent F:n.n.noipu.tor (teolared durinr; hia e1ay and time, 'This 
nation canuot remain hall' slavt, arid he.lf free.' 

The enactment of' the fair omploy-..nant pract,ioe bill would have 
bean leading Amerioa towards the i'reeo.001 &.hOU\:. -Y,idch L-inooln 
dreamod, whil,'l ~Gho vote of t l e ~cnai;o Saturday lcnvo the working 
claaa of thir. country clave~ of th,, overlords o!' or .ution. Lin­
ooln• g birthdu.y speakers talked for freodoui ou Momlay,. but votQd 
for alavory Sattrd y.u 

0 A:: lie have so often aa.id, "The .,oiri t . of t, 1H 'J, gr·) today has 
not lifted itsolf up ·tf, t 1a level of white liberalinJ".'.l•" m mmm 

by mwh a atntun,fint thn.t there uru many opportur1Hdoa and adwm ... 
tazet1 in ..Ameri ·an ll ro · hioh whi to peopl nre willi:n , to e.ooord 
Negro ::.:: hich 'egroa fear to deriti\nd. • • • 

"Ado. Lois Sipuel hns tht! c onatitutionai rlr,ht ·to tu.ke law at 
tho tHL"llO tir,a e.nd in t;he r,uimo place as nuy othor citizen w1.o eookn 

a le •f-tl oduol\tion iu tho State of Okltuiome.. Tho St,prem8 Court of 
tho Unitod ~'to.tor: iiO.tt said, 'tEauc~t-om.,l equality m.unt: ocaur ithin 
ti10 ttate .. ' Tha.1; ie tmderstruidabla la.nr;u 1gu, e.nd in d .roa.nding that 
sh anter thu la cla oes at Uorr.,an~ the N ·CP is erely attompting 
1;0 ct upon n rul!, lo.id down by the hif;hEtst court of enc lrmd. 
Thi ti ri ter uo.r; thrilled when we pret>ented t.hi$ m,1.tter Saturday to 
the la( ies r~preaent,iu; tho Amori<nn AssociH.tion of Un1veral'ty 

o,ic,n in tto uru.mo.r outlined ubovFJ, to !'ind almost univera.al 
approval oJ' or stand.N 
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"To ,hat extant l aA raoif;l.l religi<m roplaced Chr-ist;ia.. .. relL,ion 
in thousand,9 of Black Bolt ohurohes? And what is wrong d th 
religion in 11.merioa thut 1t has turned its back upon the Megro 
and his problem? And to rllat dogreo is roligion in .Amtriea offi­
cially and i oolor.ioa.lly idcmti1'leu with the policy -of V,hite 
Supremaoy? 1t23 

The church serves ns tl.e Ct:,ntor <)!' socia l o.nd roligioun lifo. In 

this co., ·.mity ·;herft tw:,r~ i.a consldarnbla disorce.ni:u tion, th0 church 

stnndf out as thn only or{;O.t\ization hie} eo.n claim tho loyalty of c 

va.at ?"lf1jority of tho puoplo.. Evun hero, however, thoro ls no real i.mity. 

The peoplft o.dhf.lro to at. least si;.-t~en di.ff'o ent denomint,tions. Thore 

were or1 February 5, 1946, fifty-three $ap1i:rato Wogro churches in 0khu1oma 

City. 

Tho re it; discord ovon within the chu:rohos. The ~ldogt and lo.rl,;est 

F!or;ro church occas iont1.lly ho.s its cli!'i"ioul tieu revim.ed in oourt. 24 The 

proooss of' ohurchcs spli ttiN; i n to bt0 f~roupa t\nd r organizing is al.Jlost 

oontinua.1. 

On S 11-lt,y mo,·ninr;a botwnen 11: 00 a:nc 11 J 30 a. m., fter the w .i te 

(;t,.r,istir.ms are aattl .d in tneir churohas on Nor .. h Robi nson Str ct, and 

are well i:rrt<> th morri1HI; prayer, their woll-drc •·sed colored brethorn 

are still an tht'}ir wu-:; to church. Thora is no greflt hurry in tni-idcnoe 

sinoo thc1 riervlcos ,liil 1 continue until l iOO or l: 30 in the aftor:noon. 

hll populftJ" ohurohc-,s are not the ono8 that pre~ch the s ooial f;ospol and 

ch11.rnpion tho ri ,htu of rm n. but thooe emphasizing the moans of er co nnd 

hope of glory. Tho hardslips or thlz worl( &:nho.no..t the attraotivoness 

23ort\ke and Clayton. ~- ~-, -p. xx.xii. 

24 · lack Diopatoh. J anu ry 19. 1946. 
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of tho next,. and li tth, enthuaiaara is expressed for tryin~; ·to salva.go 

the prrunmt, one. The om.otlout:1.liom found in tho f1.mdo.r,1e.utallr.t ohurohes 

providon axpresslon rmd reloo.sc for n re.ca tl1f.l.t durin1,; the woel.. ia aub ... 

raistJivo to white ciilturo, ta.ate, and hohavio:r . Spirited Gin1;in(?;, amens. 

hand ol~ppint.~ • u.nd ahoutinf; oru:>. still btD found in some of' tho ohurchos 

cm the 'Rsurts:ido., and it ls appflrent ·thut 1·elit-;il'.>U otill hold.a a. peculia:r 

and intimnte moaninr; for t~ho colored people. 

0!' the f'ifty-·bhroo lfof:ro ehurolHHJ on record v;i t;h the Oounoil of' 

Churohea on February 5, 1046,. thirty-eit.;l:rt wero id~ntified with regular 

ohurch curnocitiltiona.. The rem.a"-nder ue,ro f;eneri:\lly "store frot1ttt chu.rohes 

which aorved u coi niderable t;roup in the community. There t~ro obvio 1r.ly 

too many ohuN;huu.~ for oft"octivo aotio:n. Ba.sod on tho 1940 populntions 

there io app:r-oxim tely ono ohuroh .i'(>r ovo:ry 366 persons, if all could 

be o~maidorod of the ago and inoliu.e.tion fot' church attendance. 

Thls .mul tiplicit:-, of olu.1rches is in pax·t the reaul t of wot.i.k ad­

minis t.r tiv, church t~ov-arnr.umt. In the case of the Bt\ptint Churuhf:)s 

there iu no or1c;anizaticm at all. Eaoh church i3 i11doptmdent. Wi•bh the 

except.ion of the Roman Catholi(), Pro-l:.-0otant Upiscopal , Ch.ristiu.n 

Sai4>llltist, nnd Churoh. of God, tho adininiatru.tion of' i,he churohos is by 

sepnrata., or colored .accleaiastioal organiaations. Undor this arrange ... 

mEmt thare is o.haoluta n~crogo.ti.on of the }fegro ii.nd ·...-hite. In the ®Ge 

of' tho Church of God, thoro he.a recently been an unuaua.l development. 

Two oonl?t"O{;o.tions h.o.vo bu{}omo interracial in theil· mor~horship. Those 

oongro{;ntlons nre in o tfogro oommuni ty. 

In r.·1i to of' tho •ron.t nunther of <,ht1robas in the ooffi!l'.1unity, so ,,o are 

well m11,por-ted and have rnthsr auoqua.to buildin&a• Th.tt t-v1elv& leading 
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lter;ro oh,1rches represent a.n in11estr,ent of $4:B3" 500. 1'hey have an in­

t.lebtndness. on t.he struot1u-ef!l of only t't750.00. 

On,:'! lfoi;ro h 1.iitinesl!:'i nmn ~.1'pres~et1 t,h(f ()piriion. of a. number M, reople 

vrhen he ~aid, "A thinp; thA.t hinders th~ $3:"0'Wth of Negro husi:n.es!l is ~t 

thff ohm~oht'H'l drain oft all tho oxoe,.H:'i tHitpitu.l. Tb~ra ea.re so ~11y 

ohurohes, and. e·ve:ryti.m8 th~r.'i:t :tis a ditH,1.gre~.iru•mt,. on.e of the, dtmoona or 

uovuicno tw.es o f f Lt.nd sets up another church. !hen too,, t;he ehurohes 

ha.11e l.he orditi.ano0f'I rH, bhnt yot-t oantt sell beer within ·two blocks of a 

churah, and in rios t of tha district you 1.1tu1' t get any plaQe tht-~t you 

woul1ln' t bo w:t thin two blooks of a church." 

Th~ Ani.erict.'>..n Bapti$t Home 1.U ss1on Sooit,ty v-,aa thn fir·st ol"'go:ni r;a­

tton to bo{;in rfdasionary e.at1vity in Oklahoma Oity., !his w-"""s 1n 1898. 

The proa{-,nt Cnlfl-ry 'Baptiot Church grew Q'ut of these p:t.cmeer efforts. 

'J:oda-y -!:;he Calvn.ry Baptist Ohurch is t,htl l1J1.rg-ost Negro ohuroh in the oity. 

Its fine buildint~ strmda on the hill :r¼:b Walnut and St~<}ond Str~ot 1 hioh 

is tho mu.in thorou,.,hf~re between nm·nJi:towm and the Negro d.i.striot.. '!'hEi 

f;rouml1-'l a.ra noa~,ly kept. and the btdldir1g iei ma.in.trdnad in a i;ood state 

01' repair. 

The u~1ptist Cht,rehes in nuRher o.:ntl membrirship rimk -t'irst aml the 

M&thodhts 3eeond. There !\re twe.nty-one Baptist a11d tun M'ethodht 

ohurahot:t. Thero are four congrer,a t,ions of the Chu.rah of the Living God,. 

four of ·tho Ohurch of !lod in Christ,,. and on-e Church of God. !here are 

t'so Prasbytftriim, nd one each or tho Roma.'l'l. Catholic, Ch\Arch of Chrif11;, 

Congre[;ationm.1, Chd.si~ie.n, Hpisoopal, lh1.zarelli:1• Sev@n Pity Adv•1.:mt, the 

Firet, Spiritual 1't,rirlo, thr, Splritua..l Church o.f' v od11 tmd St. P~ul's 

Spiritual. 



so 
Sundn:t Bclwol attenda.noo Qt Cn,lv,n7 Bnptiiit aver,tigaa b;_}tween 350 and 

370.. Several othor Sunday Schools average 250 in a:ttemlance. The 

a.vnrur;o a fatend&m·w nt all olm:rohe;., iu @ti t1ma ti:.id ~,.t 150 1h1pils. 

The Mocro clmrch i~, 1;:1e -~en.1:mr of r'11:!.1;iona 1icti 11:i:ty in the. oom ... 

munity. S1mdety ~iohools, rErvbml moetint';'i, tii.l:Hl GOc1als 111-1·() held., Soitte 

of tlm !iegr0 churches nf OltlNhor..a City a:ro a- so finding a placs of l·t..,al 

ooumtun:i ty anrvi<.;a in t.hr.., f'ields oi' reerenti.on, sooifi\1 SHl"Vl.t'1$. a11d 

oduca'blon. 'I'hir,; PnrilmU.ni ty &1..1irit i~ i'ost,.,.r-&d by a group of well-tl•ttituad 

yo1mg mini ster/J. 

Ono of the Pr6fJbyt¢i:rii:u1 t'.3hl.1ro.ht1fi> hti.ti dGivolop&d I\ (H1nter :Lu the 

bes~me.n.t nf tho churoh. It is OfH,m twice a vieell;. ·to i:.he p.s:ople of the 

cormnuni ty t'1.n· plf~y @,ctivi tioa.. l'llir» progrttm. is pavtly supported by ·the 

?re8byterhm Odmmittae on Camp tind Church A-otiviti<➔ a i1.i Philt'il.delphin. 

__ .. Iri 1940 thtJ Roman Catholics i:c;str~blishod ~ small ohuroh and i>aroohial 

sol ool on N'ortheaet £:hwonti1 St·reet,. In Jn.nuary 1948 thet·8 wGrE!) 153 

ohild1;on in the Churoh Sohool. Thi~ school is ;..n1parvia<)d by a whita . 

. ffr iost and iii t&i.w;ht 1>y five v,hi tl/.'l lll,ll&. Th~ sohooJ. ino ludes :i-.d: .. no ,r,a.clea. 

Only ;-;.5 of ·the Htudor.ts wore Catholic. 1-'he. school ia open for rao1--ea. .. 

tional nctivi ties ono uight {~t1.eh ,,...tiek, tind t-l g;:1·oup '.mrk prog.ra.:u of 

athletioa, musin, and olub ,mt·k is o«:rriecl'.l out. 

The lfpisoopal Chu1'ch of the Rod(i~m1.1r ig n r.aiasion clmroh of the 

Okl!lhmrta Diot)es«. !ts tn®M.be:n;hip wan oi:1ly slit;h'tly over 01-ie hundred 

in 1946. Th.e young lfogro pastor Wt<.u tre:.ine<i tit t'nion 'i'hoologioal 

Bemin ~qr in New Y,):rk City.. lfo hid.a set ur in the par-ish house e. aentar 

in whin, all the a-mmunity 'ls we:loot.1t1 to ;:;&th<.:r !'or ~urues, olub work, or 

any so:rt of' reortH\tional aotivity. '!\to ni(:;hts a -..,;eGk the oanter ia Opf.ffl. 
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t;(') the children or the oomt,1,mi ty and the vicar and 1,1, ·worket· i"rom. the 

park depa..:rtme1at. provide uu.peNi$ed play and ut,hu:r J:1;rtrup work aotiv:i.ti«s't 

Durine; this wititer 1:teason tiho work with the 00111r11Unity ,:.bild.r.e:n include~ 

a very '.larga UalloMeen party.,. the organization of a toot.ball t.aaro..,. a 

Youth Conftu·vnoe of the Oouncil of Cl'u.troh.es, the ymlt¼1 people put on a 

very efi'eetive youtp.--day vrogre.m at the ehuroh. t'nere were more. whit~ 

the church oer-v'Sd afii a .r.a1ating pla,ae f'or i;b$ Oh:rh'tiat! You.th Confer@nMl 

whioh wtl.s att-ended by thirty whitq boys am} ttirla~ and about the t~me 

·numbs· ot' oolor-ed boy3 and ~i;irlt~. nurin('; the Christm:,!Jla holidays a <la.rule 

for tho yount pcrnple of th~ oo~.nmity was hold in th~ parish houae. 

Ol;h~r ·ci ctlvities o.t' tlie churo.b 1:nolud• ti large ba.n-<;r,t$t, ~ men'a 

brEl!t\kfast, a 'fhn:nktit;i vir1r~ dim1t;1:t" ~ t\nd ohari tat>le aot1vi ti&s.. The 

the Oklahomu. Symphony Sonioty t.'or tfo1 p,ur-pot~"' of rs.ii.in?, mone~y .tor a 

new ti.1.ltar. Over $50,.00 'li<fl.S raisad in this manner. Xt-ds r;:roup ali!O 

ht,ld a Sunday a:l'.'tern,,on tea and agsiisted 'Ii.th a book 1•eview in the 

pari~h hm.u,~. 

Co111mu.ri.ion service t1.t :midnight of Ch1·istmas Eve Vff:l.s tbt.) o:utste.ndhl& 

tion ~-.ont into the mu«;ioal portion ot' the £lrograra. The choir u.lso par .. 

ti-oipated in the intertlenoruinatiolls:i.l chorus ,hich gave tho oonoe.rt in 
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'.Mat•ch tor the h1.n,Qfi t of the ".'founr, Wonitn' s Gln·i1;tit1.n A$1.rnoie.ti,Qn. 

With the atHJist:mc~ of a mm.bar (;>!' interested whi·te parsons, this 

o.huroh is t1ltH> pl,mninr; ~ m.,ir,sr1ona:ry $Dt~ri:ir:!u~ ot i .. s .own,. Th·c fl'alnut 

Grovtt cole>r'Qd cH.1mmunity ia nog;leotad from tho trt .. ITTdpoint of ohuroheu as 

well a.s from a-very crther. a.speot. 'I'her" is only 0:no Bapi;ist ohuroh in 

tho <'Hnm-:ti.1.nity-. Since -t,h(~n n:re rm sol.toolt., parks, or pl~yf:ro1.mds in 

tht? area. for tha r-logroes. t.b.a me..ubors o!' this churoh intend to aonstruot 

a sWi1l l building for uGe ac a r~eori,e.tion Of>ntt ... r, and 1 oi· ohuroh s€Jrviee$. 

Cooperation ,~ith the uot.tv·:tties cf the: park depa.r·~n1; o.iid th~l Iieighbor .. 

hood Clubs is also planned.. In, ()rdar to raise J:l01wy for -this pur-pot.nif 

the ohuroh oponscrrad a nntionall.y frunou:a quartette of' Net~ro sir1gers at 

tht? mu•1.n.e Aiidi toriu-.!ft in M6rch 1946. 

Joluntf.t.I•;r. O:rg~n~z:a,t~rma ~ Booial Life 

Om!l- full pat;e of the !Hack P.~~:eatcl~ ia devoted to sootal nows. 

WadcU.ngt1, dinner pa:rti,u; ~ut~tin.gu1sh~d viAi·tors, a.nct oltib meetings art 

feu.tured in the section of tht:~ paper (m.titled "iHthin the Social Whirl". 

SooiRl lifo durin;; a thr4'le week pei:'iod as .r-eported by the Bla0ck D1.spatoh 

included e. drama, "Ory &.•oo" wh'loh was ?resented by Ohi Zet& Chr.'1.pter at 

Zeta ?hi .Bet,a. ~orori ty at the Dou2;le.n Hi i:;h Sohool Audi torh:t.m,, o. chi ttler ... 

bu~ di!mor whieh v,as ;;iven by tho Lucky 'l\·,elve Glub, an election of 

of'fioers by the .Modemette Club, 11 :noitu,1 in the Cleaves l~morial 

Colored Meth.odis t Episcopal Church, und a book rovie), r4.t tho Bp:lseopa.l 

Church. Olub r.aootin .. ,s which were reported during thi8 p~r-iod included 

m.a-etinz3 of the Oklt1-hom City Tuskegee Club, tho Businesn and Profooaional 

Women's Club, the National Ansoaiation for tha .A.dvanoeuent of Colored 
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People, ho Fri~ndly Eight 'jtudy Club, TlH3 Industrial Gi:·la f tho Young 

l'oman' s CJtristian As ,ocitt:~ion, the .Uiner·.ra Art Club, tho Goloi-etl Adult 

Dl1nd Acisociatiun, Entre nous Club, Phi Cavalier Club, n.nd -~ho City 

Fed rn.tiou of Goloroil Woncn's Clubs. 

Tho C i-t;y Federi:d,;1 on of Colored 1onen1 a Cluba is r.iu.de up of ten olnbs 

an,1 h31.S 1. totLl oJ' ~00 mei.bers. It owns ito mm clu ~ :.mile ing, Brockway 

C••nter, 011 Ea.st F'oi.l.:rt.h Stroot. Tl.is buil ini., is vrilued 1t $15.,000.. The 

dow 1atoi1•5 roor t-J a:ro used for club l'(iOms nd tl,e upstairs serves as e. 

ctormi ten· J ·or 01·kin& t;i. ?·l • 

Ti 9re nr.) threo rrnt . rni tif:.- S of oollec 101i, Alpha Phi Alpha, Kf1ppa 

Alp lt-' u i, e.wl D< 1 ta Phi ~u, a.nc t ... ~) . orotif't::. of oollego wornen, l;)}la 

Kapp1:1. Alp 1a, an( Delta Hi ;3.'ta Theta. Thuy hav~ aa "i.,helr pur1,one the pro­

r otion of intare1,.t in a.ttondintt; oolloge. Lod.>os include tr o Elks, 

Daµglit r Elku, Bo. tern !1tcl.r. !-.las.ons, O,tc Follm s, ni ~hte oi' Pythian. 

Duriu.:-; 10~5 tho Uei hbors Service Corp6 RSoisted in four houue-to­

houso solioit:atlous on financial cru:.i.pai ·ns. 'l"noy included the Seventh 

•ar Loa .. , lhd. tt,d Cournuni ty u.nd War Pu.nu Di·ivo,, Aiaerioe.n Reel Cz·oss 

Cu. pai ,.11, and ·cht> Vlo tory Loan Drive. , 

Political Orgai1i~u.tious 

In 1940 there ~ere 13.020 Uer;roes of voting a,e and 8,000 reiiatered 

Megro votttrs in Okh\horoa City. Thia com1titutes 9.,6 per oent of the 

totril votin°; ntrength of Oklahoma City. 25 Thero ti.re eleven p:rocinoto 

that nre prAdo?!linnntly nolorecl. liiue of those n.re ~m t1Je · a.atside. one 

is in SEi.ndto,m. a, <l one in ¥io ·ttow:n. 

25f,ixteenth Conan of tl H United Stateo, .2Il• ill•, P• 929. 
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During t:1 \OU Delil Fri ttr d duri.Jl'~ Horld War Lt the 1-,or;roor. v-oted 

preclomin litly f1omoor,t4;io. Tho Lmml Dormor11tin club is active. A n 

re ult of' tho intnrcst in. l)oli ttcs it; ls oln:i:mod thH.t there arc more 

pa.v d litre ta in th·; Uer;ro diatrio-t~ than in any other r:;outh<.:?rn c:lty. 

Tc e C()numu.1.l6t P.o.rty has -4.ttomptE-. rl to Ol"Ga izo th~ fogroes of 

klo.h a City. ;.!Qetin1:a o.t t .e Comrm.ui ·u pm·ty r.J.re cccn9:tonully h ,ld 

on th 1::aat ide# an'.i on one onca$ lon tlrn leaders of the 1n<setinr, ·er~ 

rreatt.~d fo:t• dlstm· ing; the ~1eace. Tiv~ or~ 11 zer of' tho C mr-:u:nist 

PEu·ty 1 O~laho,m rn.,de •'·lvtr J'"•lllowin~ st. te1 en-t in fffi intervicr : "Tho 

Co ·1mun:V t Pn.:rty lr,: not e. wld. tn ps.rty. 'I'}:i.Q ,:,rNHmt ::ns. borHhip or the 

Cnronunit,t. Pesty in Oklahoma in uhout ono-thl:ru Uegrt.1 ,md. th other tNo• 

""hirdt1 whi t<h ThiB diffor nee in ratio to tht1 popul tion 1mreenta ~es 

oan ho explaL11ed in i;hat th~ Hegroes re beginniug to r Atli .. e that they 

a.r.e an oppr~r,se l pr:,i.nle and thut lihoir hopf.l is in tho li1bor tnove1nent-­

the C. I. O. or th9 Comnnmint P~rty." 
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SOCIAL AGr.:..,CI!sSl 

nThe unsatisf'aotory sho.pe of. rao'tl rel~1tionc. haa handicapped 
m·f~a.nizr~t ::.on o ' ocfo.l service prcp;ramf: ·to meo-t ti~volo,.)inb 'l,',ulfare 
neMs t\.'ROnt; the Ne@;ro popul~ition. • • A persiating dark spot in 
tti.e plctur-o of ,ju,nm:..lo Ctlr<.-% ic the n'?ttlon-vddc absence or in­
.~deqm .. ay of in:;ti tutions u:nd a:p:enoics to handle :Nec;ra pr-oblem 
children in tho ,Jre-dolinquent c;to.se. ;:•oGter hono cu.re .for Jer,ro 
children o.lno oontinueo to l .g behind provisions t'or whites."2 

on a dofinlte welfare progrBm and have 1.t1eraberifrti;> iu tho Council of 

tions th.a.t tu·e not; priLm.rily wolf' re agencies, hut whioh include the 

porfotmanoo of aomo de!'1!11te welfare serviqe aH a purt of their func­

tion. Tbeso aotivitiet¾ mttitlo the organization.s in tho l~lttor f;roup 

to u.ssooiata l:iOmborshi:p in the Or.m:ncil of Sooial lrol.tar • 

under tho Gomrau.nity Fund, .1hioh was inoorporatod cm Ootober 29, 1924. 

sooio.lly oi'f'1c:!.ont tho }lpirit of hu.."!lAn helpfulnosg in Oklahoma City; 

lffllore not otherwise indioatod, the 1,u:torials in thi.a aha,.pter have 
boon t:lccnred throu;;h into:rviowo ~d th tha oxoo1xUves of' ~he u.geuoies con.­
corned and ... O':<t unpi blished reportt-1. 

2Lt,~ter B. G:rangar., "Ho~~roe ., • Socia.l ~,ork Yearbook, ed. Ruaael Il. 
Kurtz., (Uow York: .Rusaoll Gage FoundEtion, 1~46), 280 .. 
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to JJrJr,mt) n. oomprPL01.wivo ~ocial welfare prot;rf.tti in tho r;orimunityJ to 

fnstrn~ oooporntirrn omong aocihl .mlft\re r~pn1r;ios _; to orlucatn the p -tbJ io 

oolloot, recoivri 1,:1.d holr i'undi. of,. and to <liHt:r►ihutu fundri to pt:.rtinipa• 

tiuµ; social w,.,lfa.1~@ ai;rmo:hrn, fi-mi to cngn~e ir1. such other n.ot!. 11'.l tien aa 

rru1y b~ <l<-,emcd to he in the g<.meral in.tcreRt of socn.al welfare, oJw.rity 

und. pl ilanthrc1,y .~n t}.e c·m:n1mity._. 

Jignnci.w· whi(lh :rr::'(HJi vo pu t of tL .. 1ir i'PJ.j__Jport ft'om the Co ,snuni ty 

f'tn:.cl a.re: Thu Camp 1'"tro Girls, the Doy ~~eoutc.1, tho Council of Social 

,,·elfa:rt,, tho Chiltlron' l"l Uolfm•c t.eai1;01 th.fl Oirl •toor.rto, tJu., lfolghbor­

horrd Olub}1., tlie 1lor11ri of Re.deenin.6 Love, th '\I Coeia.l Sortri~e ll~oht1n;;e, 

Okl?..horntt Co·lnty Ifoal th Asnociat..:.on, th{., trnitHd P1•oviclent ssoaitd;;ion, 

tht Young Woi:,,1m' s Olu·itd~i(w, A3sonif\.t:ion~ the Youne fou• s Christian 

Assoc.i tion, Ht .. Joseph' a Orphan.1:1.e;e_. t;he Snl v·u.t i.on Arr,zy, 61nd tLfi $un..­

beo.m Home. 

HtH)ont; nowept1.p~r arf:iole-s f~nd edit.o.r ihls ind'.i.ca:ta t:.. growing public 

a.-wu.ronos,:, of ·,,he social ulfu.rn neede of minority ';roupu in Okli..homo. 

City.a T.hu.t those n eeds A.ro n'looi:;ni.ied in rui:ard to the Uef;ro popula­

tion oru1 be p t into the ,,m·dc. <>.f out, of l,ht;;! uuper-visoru in a publio 

genoy, "J>~vorybody r.nows tha Nag:rosa on•t h~vo u~ good facilities au 

the w .i wa". 

Al though thttre nre ·s ix ohild 0 re institutions in Okluhoma Citf under 

lfo.ntifit, C•ttholie, county, Sunbeam liome Ansooiation,. imd Children• !I 

V el 'ft.ro League aur: pioos, ..,horo is not ono a.conoy offering any kind 0£ 

3ntt.1lj' OkL~homan, Ooto r 16, 1946; Januttry 14, 1946. 
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institutional oa.re for Me~ro ohildren. The situation can beat be awn.,. 

med up in the words of t:h~ Ou.file Work (hmsultant for the lh.tiona.1 Urban 

quantity 1n Oklfilioma Oity,, their iava.:Uability to the Negro oommunity is 

definitely limit@d., and in uome instances as in the ease of' in~titutional 

in need of d~t~ntion oartil, they a,:ru nc>t ava.ilabl-e f.tt 0.ll to t!\enibera ot 

·the Negro iroup. ""' 

numbers in the popub.tiou, and d.noe the f.unboam Home ,;iveo institt,ttional 

The Sunhea::a Home waa o.ha1·tored in 1909. Its aim ia to provide e.n 

adequate prograti o:£ ohild \1eli'u.re tJervioes in Oklru:10:ma County. The 

i:natitutii?n, &nd be.fore th~ war had in operutio:n a eltild guida.noe olinio.. 

This: eervioe was diso:mtinued dur!nr; the war. 

The study b-y the tlrb~n League made the i'ollow-Inr, ~uggostion con-
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o r:ning the Sunbeam Home Aesocic.tioru ttDeapi te reoent e.ccomplishT,1(.mtr., 

th\::lre ~.re lags on the part of the ag ney in oxptH!itin,r, 1 tn fH"'fHJoribed 

St'!l'vioeu to ohildron. all of which t ho dinlotor raoogniaoo. One or these 

le.r;u ia the agoncy• s failm'o to reach any really flubstantinl number of 

<lepondtm't r,m.rl I f'l ,,lootod Negro ohildrcn., or to integrato Negro leaderah:p 

on lther tho bot rd., oOli'f'littee. or staff levels •••• Althour,h accurate 

data ir. 1.ot &Vt ile.ble regl\ri.Hn.g tho tot al numbor of local dependent and 

neglected lfogro onildrf:Jn or the number ,Hu·ved hy thie t\.f;onoy over an 

or.tonsivo period of time, 1£ the figuro of aix oolored youngsters out ot 

total r.>f UiO ohildron served in Ootoho.r, 1946., ia any orite:ria. then 

thoro is real juntifieation for oono-0rn over this lag in service. Oon­

aiderin{; the fact that l egroos conatitlitc tun per oont of tho total 

populution and thnt they bring a di.sproportionatel.y groa.tor number or 

soci 1 problam•· to vwlfru-e agencirrn~ thon it soer.1s reno.onable to expeot 

t;hat teu per o :nt or m.c·rG of' tho Sunboam Homo As.sooiGtion' s on.so load 

r;hould be e;;ro children."'5 

The detention h<:>no on tho ;;;roundn o!' the Sunboa"il. llom.c,. na io truo 

of other ohild car in"'titutions, exoludes colorod ohildren. Conse­

quently, Nogl·o ohildren app!"&hended by the police on do l inq·nenoy chnrr,ns 

aro o1 tl er takon hoi:-to or are de tu.ined iu speoial q arteru of tho county 

jail. lthour;h th ohi.l ren arr;. not detained iu tho SCilile oell block 

r.:. h the dul. eta, ·the psyoholot;io l affeot on youn& ohil ren of having 

sp~mt the ni~ht l.11 jail should b obvious to tho most poorly informed. 

fhi to childron ho n.ro (linohtl.l"'f;ed fr-om the Cripplod Childrcn1' s 

6 Ibid, P• 61. 
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1tospi t&l w;.y be ao:nt to tho Childr~n• a \'.i~)lfa.ro Lc,ague Conva etioent Ro• e 

tor Cx-ipplod Ch:ildr~n. whioh 'one eatabli.oood in 1940 8-t Bethany. Okla ... 

holnfil.. Operatinr; in ool.1n1£tcrt:ton with the flrippl~d Ob.ildl"(/tu ts Cot1.imisoion, 

1.tu purpose is co providt) oonval~i-0cnt oare for o:rippled children. 

:Physiothorapy. ocoup1l.'tional therapy a:nd. nurain,g care a.re offered. The 

ilieta ar~ planned b~r a. tru.ined d1et:i;tdru1, ~nd edm.Mitiomd opportuniti~s 

are a:.l110 available a,t this homth 

A. tw of 1~h-e l$aders in. thG< eol-ored co~i ty Q.re aware of the 

oompl ,tH lack of insti1mtionf\l oore tor Negro ehildren. but their etrort& 

to do tH)1nebhin1; tl.bout it have not &;one beyond the diecussion • tage., The 

need J'ot· a trained Negro aootal irorker in the child welfare fiel-d in the 

Okli:thoma City com.-nunity is appa.:r~nt. Disc'luisi®:!l havo oentt&l"t)d a.round 

the need f'or a worker to ooordinat.rj ·th,(ll hli.Otivitit'ls of the aganeie:s 

servinc ohildren such as the juvenile court, t o oou.nt;y, thu crippled. 

chil<l:t·•tnl'a oon~niflaion. md the Sunbetia Home AiHlO'OiG4tion., Di~Hiuss±ons 

a.loo h.av-~ pointed ou·b the need for a oooial worker to ll'm.ke i'<>ster home 

and n.dopti,cn t\ltudiet, i.hieh 1,re 1:tot i•de t.o •e.ny ltlri;~ •;;itt<1nt at prei,H1n1.t. 

The Urbe.n 1.,tu\gue Chis.e vm:rk Consul _,ant, reoogni~ed these needs nnd 

, a.de th• 1 ... ollowing l'\..001, :erldo.t.Lona: rtlt ii. reoorim@nded that th&re bs 

u(rt~hlbhod in the Negro coml}luxtity a arufi!.11 irnro1ti1ticmal r~oility or 

hoi:ro, :hioh \Vill extend h.ort time onra -co thoae dep~md-ent aud nogl(',oted 

liegro oh;tldr&n 1:n ne-ed o:{' tam:porary plaoo:omntn or in ne:od of opeoial 

ob erv,ition and nt~<"ly; provide d•;t<i.i'ntion oar~ for delinquont ruid p1·e­

do;inqum.t eolor .d children,. a.w:1 give convalescent eai·e to oripple.d ohild­

ran and youn~st.ers iii th <:ertain crbronie oondi tiomt, ~u<.:.h as rhoume.tie 

fever"~ 
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In vie ; of tho fftot tho.t four diffore.nt olmroh groups ha.va indioo.ted 

interest in csfa,_blil'lhini; Ueg~o sooit.tl eervico i·sntt~n-~ an i:rv~titutio al 

µroi;ram may eventua..lly he .Jevoloped,. 6 

The Child t(tlfar~ Uivision oi' t~ho OklHhonh Dopartm0:nt; of' Public 

Violi"'are hr....; no unit in Oldlilhorna. <Jount;r, and oonsoq_uently cannot rende:::­

its sorviocrn to tlw ,}hildrot1 of Oklnho10.u City. Tl a d:t1~c,cto:r of this 

at th~~ time th~ Child \'nJ lfo.re Unito wor~ set up in the ·tate ., it was 

local m:teds. It ie 'boliev·ud tl.r.i.t if an u.ttempt v,ero to bo ..,,ado to set 

up a. unit in the county ·t.e sorv$ only colored ohildrt~l"\ that t;hert, vro,.tld 

The Child W6 lfnro Divis· on r.ta.i.nvaim: a !"Jtlttirhi ty hoine i'or t.ruwed 

mothers .:.n the ho e of u Negro n;rintered nurse.. Thia hoJ.10 ia vecy 

smllll and is usually ovliworo1tded-. At preae,nt the mo-;h.en!'l aro sen; to 

oonvales(:en.t care tw.d mu so.r-y so.r·vice for thti ehi ld until ar:ran~enll:)nta 

nan bo ma.de for it. 1'"or111e:rly. tlegro girl J':rom this h()lW.l were not 

few y&ars ar,;o tho nurse-in-

char&o ~t tho h01Ih.:.' called an anthulanoe for a particttlarly • ifflcult 

de:Jlivery. and the t;i:rl was ca.ken into the hospital. This broke tA 

precadont aud tho _,irls have been sent t.o the ho:,,pH,~1 for dnlivery 

sirwa that tit11e .. 

This hooo does not accH:p·c :;irla from Okl,1.hom.a County. Umtn.rried 
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().,; Vlat{)1"y Ho~. 

Yfhita r;irle in :tl(i$t){'f of 

Itodcoraing Lovo •. Thi;;, is an 

-------------------------------------
1Betty Katherine Cho.ming, »sn4!li~l Factor,~ Contribu"l;ing to the 

nnpendonoy r,f Omi .H.1.murerl Falnilia.s" (U11pttbli.d1(!ld tlttit-Bis, Urd. vtn·sit;y of 
Okl,,hotn.a, 1943) # 48 • 
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ll.2 pe:r cent, wo:re ciolol"ed. A.id to tho Bl:i,n(i WfUll reeeived by 146 

pereona, of whom lll '<~er~ white and 55, o;r 24 . 5 per oo:nt vmro N~v•t,tH.i . 

'The p6re,mte.g,, ot' 1lE;gro 1'ruid.lit,ui reo~,i vh1.g Aid to Depen.dent Children was 

e.tmorm:!ll ly high. Tb.ore w~ro 767 f'waiU.os who i~oooi v-ed Aid to D@peiident 

Children. Of' ';ho£Hh 455 wero white l'~mil'ias and 304 , or 39. 6 per cent. 

tt~l"O lfogro J''s.m:Ules. T>-tr:ote 'iif~r~ 1~ 14$5 ohtld.rtlin in t:.heia~ ftudliea 

r0c1t~l·lini:~ idd. O<' t1im.H11 1,,-054 we-re •-:hit$ ohit~:.ren find 675, or 3H.O par 

Ot?n{;,. ~urG colored.. 'l'hns, t,he n-nm.ba r of rH:>.l ored. cll.ildri·ni on Aid to 

llept1nd111rnt GMJ.d:ren rc11llil W-til,tr. ftlt-:t:r- tirrtlfl<& a.s gr&fit afll th«J parc{mtago of 

onlored pooph1 i.n thA County. ?his provides one of the indiaol;l of lfogro 

f'al".i l y st~\h:Uity tu, ohUdrcn b-eeome "*li~tbl~ ±'or Aid to I>~pendent 

Children b,'lnaut-1tt of such e,m<U ,.;icms a.1ll tios0rtion ,, illmuu~, ill·ei¼i ti-.oy, 

dependency, an« b-,•ok:on h,,mas . 

"(}ftneral 1:•1,~l i~J"' i€!! adm1nililtert')tl by dtfi Uklabo~1a. County Wfil'U'ru-e Board,. 

Tho Gounty WoH'u.ro Boe.rd. h«ui !'or its purf)Oee the oare t>f any indivictue.lr; 

or f~dlittl!i' wb.o in ";ho opi nion of ttu, atat't' ar0 i.n need, provided thn.t 

:need fal l t!! i:1 tl11tt Lhe divi~ion, ot ruaponuibiU.ty ot thfJ ~o,.mty n,ittmoy. 

Thef¾o rw~<lt'l inelutlo r.uu1iatanae to une1uployables e:nd homole s individualn-, 

hth•f. it!Ll lza.'cim1, ~ilinu.l sorvice"1 in ·0h~ l O'Me and iu th,e d-oeto1>• s o:Cfioe, 

and oovorage ot' br1rialiL, Ft11•1do to operatal t.his ione~v iaro der1v.ed from 

tttx.ntion. .All , n·Rons wt o havf! Df-., en r.sttiden::a of Okl~ho.-ne. County for 

a:t; lar.t~t six r<1ontns are aligihle for S.!Siata.noe .. 

Th$' r-"1:ar ,i;ivan by thle Boar d iA ba.1:Hltl on a specified. bud~et rathM' 

than aooo:rcl.ing to n<,Hld . Soi etimes 8tner,r~mey care is ,•i-.,"'n• but ordin­

ar:U.y a, w ek or ,:,wo la requirerl ; <'H'.)tnplet~ an investigation. ArH,istimce 

i i' vm• in u,,·Mt l'l! Of.\Bh, r. ,o ·G t;Wdt·rs Md supplier;., The County 
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Wolfar"O Doard .oponsors t1 oot hOUG<h hoapi taU.:n1tion !'or the cou.nty, tlw· 

Taylor lfoh()o,l for 'Boys, t.h~ Ct1unty Home for Oirls~ and th~ County Poor 

P,iring the wa.1• ~enoral rel:ir,f" d.rappod to an u11cu~u&lly low level. 

During $,aptoti1bar .. 1~45, u total of use !'mdlie1'l, il'lVolvi:ug 203 htdivi­

clrnils., Ytere ~ivrm astti.i:i;m:ice by tb.e ffolfare Hoard. Of "Gh~ee 44 o,r 28 

ptH· cant :rore Neg,ro. !ll~re are no Neg;ro t!Z'nployatHci o.r l.h"' Ar:.ency t'l.t 

p 1"86f.mt • 

The County Poor F'e..rtn., Which is ma.itrta:irt6d by the Oklahoma C tU1ty 

l/foH'are Doe.rd, hl$e m,ooomade.th1u;, f'or· 124t whit,~ perHo:t:1~h and 5-e i1:1nmll.y 

i'lllecl to oapn:eH;, r. Ttwre is n.o phys toirui, but a r ,,9;itrt~u·od nurse and. a 

pt"'aoti.eal nurl.ltI 1:i.ve iU the in$tttution. jho Hottpit!tlit;y Club., as Wfi1 l 

as ·1r~rious obtllrol,, iraup:$, pl~n ('lfitertJ:timaants for the people in tholl! 

Homo., 

Tb~ B:ry.ant. Old )"'olka R<.)m•1 :t'or iegrt:ws is pr·ivateiy 01.me<l but the 

(lklahonta County t, \lf'arti Board pt.\ya bhtJ u1!1.rrn.ger $25 .. 00 a. month pe1" person 

t'or wholl'l oa:ru h,(1~ bo.en pi·ov:i.d&d., TJ:te tnsti tuti on oo;Jlfil iate of th:l:'e-e 

slllall woc>don buildi~a on Bast Four-th Stre-et. There is no yard r-i.paoe-. 

It hti~ o p!!,r'tioul~1r adTJt:i.tiianm.1 poJ.ioy or pror;r-<:1.n. {h1-!>1 :1Jan 1 24 years 

old~ 11ho 'tf; oripph,d ha.a bAon. livb c; at th.iA rilu .1'olk' & h-om~ i'or• a 

number of y~ars. Adohrnoent boys he.ve bt~cttn placed t hr:ire.. One b-O!t who 

ie now in the arriaed mervioes lived tl1erei .f'rom ~ge 12 to 16. Th€i hm,~ 

1R usually o:rowde-tl and it is necessary fo r peo~le to sloep il1 every room. 

Tltf! Ui•ban Le&f~U(jj Cc1.i,e !fork Cunaulttutt .t'ound th1:11.t th~ h-udget for Oc toha1"' 

1946,. e.11owed $85.00 a mo1rth t'or- food f'or eleven peoplH., n total of 

$1.73 f-H~r- oe.:pita pfd'' rnorrth., or $1.79 per ee.pitft p1i r r,tu~k. He w•e,a also 
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infor,•1od by ium t;f' El of the hone tho.t mr ... ,illy only .,,-o rnenls (L du.y nrc 

sorvud. lO Jonn of ,ho ocin.l 1,rm..1.I:. o!' the ?fo ;, o ootimiu?.i ~y hn t tker~ an 

lut Jrust ill tlH. ,,cli'•,ro of -ch, iIU!lates oi' i,;li:i.s horJe ttxcept u.t Chrlstuilis 

-c;ime. Ho ,over, · ft,er Le le.ck of :rt:orec.tion•l facilities wri3 <Hilled to 

th1, ttt-,ntion of tht. e 1.ertr ·, the n-.a;: illo. 7 of' tl,c Epi ~oopal Church hu.s 

Cl'l.'!'rio<l !'i·ui.t n:-ir.! .. m. 0 0.zi~ et:! to tb6 in:--·Git· tion rir.:--;ula ly. 

'l', Su.lv,,,t:on r;rr.1 ha not had e.u oxtem:1vo :H·'.,grrun n 1on~ ; croos. 

:i'o:r-m r tenchar l:\t1d Hni ted 8arvicc 

Or.;a.nL.ation .-ork r h s he. n -mploye<l. as :t family ~.elt'ti.t'G c~n:t ;rvup 

worker fo:· th~ '1lobrn no;:lr.:·:unity. 'l'h~ f.alvatirm Army r:.lsn hne J>lanz under 

Th~ Anoricw. J{ed Crofi!:l Homo Servloe Divifi!irm o.f'ft, rD Z:()Ci!\l aeririoes 

to tho ;f.• ill~ ... oi.' aerviuo it en e.nct. ex ... trnrvice en., Tl eae serv.1.00~ .ro 

Divis· on, no 1' i; ·.res .. re ~~vailable on tho b~ris or rnoe. 

lfo Ne1:rooB .mre ~r;1ploycd bj' tho knerioe.n ,:>ed Crort; in OklahcMo. 

County 'iirin; th J 1.· , nd only one Ho ;ro erv•ld on .. 1~· ty1m o" hon.rd 

C>r co «i ttt,e. T•rnrci , or(:) no ei;ro voluntour •crkorti. Sc,vor~1 l vc,hin-coer 



spech.l s~rV'ioe oourt1ee'l were held 1.n the Negro co~ity, htrt they W$l'"$ 

generally poorly att6mied. Plans have be~n mMd* to tako a group of 

lt@gr'0e::1 to Lak':l Mu:r-rti\.)' tot• the Ali10rio\\\n Red Orone lit'e SHlVi~ cour1Je. 

As thnre h at pr&aiHmt no swir,naing pool in Oklahoma. Oount.,v where N'etro&s­

,are &llowed to swim, th~ otfi(;)it).ls of the Okl.r.homa 0-«>unty Ch~pt<i~r of tbe 

Atru3rican Red O:ro1Js have ll1tat.,d thf;i..t thoy plan to ind.st thiit one be mrul.e 

a:1railable. 

A Vetal"an' s CEJnter has baen estit1,liahi;;-d to ae-:rve ftll ell; ... servioe in.en 

aud wotllen,. It vms establitfri.ed throu:gl ·th.e G:t:'fortFJ of tho Junior Chamber 

of' Corm:no:roe. It ,vi,ll $hta,re in the Oooi.tm.tmi ty Ji'und ii.nd will ¥1:tt~inpt to 

co ... ot<Lnate its services rfith the othur g,gencies in the city. Ita pur ... 

pose is to pr~i1id.e a »o:r.1e-oto@ o~tter11 wJ:i{i3re vot~r&ns vd.ll reoaive 

primary oom•;idarati<m and will be f;iv(jn all the tH~l"'vioeA t.1'int they 

mi-;:ht need.. Senr1cei whioh the direotor Qxpo-cts to o.tter :include i om.• 

ployment fHir-w-ioe. :medical assistance, eliule wo1'k serv'ioes., hm.rni:ne;. 

psyaholotieal tm.d ve:n:1onality ta:fd;;inir;, n\$nttil hygif,me ser·vioeis, peyohc .... 

an.alysiu:, vooationsi.l ~uidanoe, l~t,€1.l Q$ei.1tg.:nQe, f.'l.nd rx.ny o~he:r- ~0rviee 

which th, vetera.us 1t1.ny nse-d. There will be two oouutrnlorH and twelve 

from oth ,:t agenoiezi tb.ait will r;ive oounseli.n,; ser'ftio-e. 'The ll0g.ro 

v~tt)rnnn ure being en.no-uragod l:.0 u1:1e this trnrvioe. No 'Ffogroes are om­

)loyed in thii; c ntor.. Ofi"ioial openinr:; of: thig center ·was held on 

March 17, 1946. 

The United Pt·ovident At1eooia:ticm. whioh was estahliihed in 1897, is 

():l'ltil of -th.e olcltHJ1;, w,eli'are ar;encle-s in the B-0irthwest a Its ob-jectl\rea aro 

quite iMluoive tor a. f£tmily .ielfart1 O.i:;enoy, &nd it tun·ven a la~gH num.ber 

of -whito a.Hd oolot·od families . It ia n, m-ember ugetiey of the Community 
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Fund. The pur·po1:.1e is to ~td.}u:d; indivi<.luals to nonnr.1.1 family lif.'e and the 

fa:nily to -r,he oow,nmity. '.t'ht) sorvieen oi' United Provident, Association 

include f'Mily r, lief and &-orvioes, assisting trtinsientu to return to 

their ho.u'tes, the opernt i.on of' three d~y nurs-erios, and the gi viug, of 

i.nstruotio11 in household ~ann..i;o!!1ont. 

Fumilios f'Hlliug Vlithin th~ r sponsibllity of' the Unit.ad Provident 

Associc.tion ure oervod, t"vgardlees or ruoe, color, or r--oligion. Twenty 

per cont 01' the familitrn uorved by this agemiy are ?fogro. In othor- words, 

a.ppro~irrmtely 124 of the 020 o.etive cases undor oara f'or tho poriod from 

June l., lO<t,4, to lhly 31, 1945 were liegro. One oasQ worker runploy-ed. by 

tho agt-moy it, also a liegro. 

Diau.bility of tho :m.1:,0 m:u·nor con$titutes the bar•io rear.on for 

aasistnnoo. In r.uoh oas,H:~, tho Assoei tl.tion pr·ovides s.id until tho wage 

e:tarnor h •s vecovl'3red ru"ld h eraployed.. Emergency earo is o.dr,inirttcred 

lwn nocess,u·y. U' m,ad~d •. r-u:ihtance can be elven on tho day of appli­

cation i'olloHinr; a oleara.u<,a with the Cooial Seirvioe ExohAnge. 'l"he 

a 1;onoy aan :rander t,vary type of . orvioe fr m its own funds e:rcnept niedioal 

oare. Pr-oble s ~noounterad inelUtie do110stic diffleultiec, desortionEi, 

dolinquom~y, il.teeiti:J1ar}:f• medioal :need,. mental dofi-0:t.enoy,. illnairn,. 

poor home mant:i.gemant. and imr,ropm .. housing. During thu !'irat t, <> months 

t)f 194.G th<H•o wao a JMrked inoreaae in r-equeat £'or a.nsista.noe by Negro 

womem ,ho wo,:e unemployed. 

Tuo o.f tho day nursoriea are .t"or Ifogro children. The "throe nur­

sc,ries t re open to tho children o1\ emplo,-od wom<m. !io,-iOVQr, a further 

oondition or oligibility iH ba od on an lncomo thu.t i& not suff'ioient 

to p,•y \•omraerc!. ·1 nur~ory :rnten. All throe oparatod at noar capacity 
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durinf; the war. Ab · t 100 children s.ro on the rollll of tho lR:ri:;(ist of' 

the throe nuraerios, 'l'he two nu.rBorle!'I .i'or Neg:ro ohildr-en provide oare 

for n tot~l rJf 100 N<.11;ro children. How'uv,w 11 tho f(:vorage d1.1ily &.ttondnrn:ie 

flt ·tho nuraory is only {55 fo1: \lhites ru1d '70 .for Nag;ro$s . .Fa.nilioa with 

larger incomes pay from. t.--v,(mty to fifty oen.,,a a week for the Btn•vicen. 

Lm, irwome ftl.milies, on ... ht"1 othttr hnnd,, pay nothing. 

Tho Lhly nurffor}.es aoeep-c ohild.ren from six months to ti..i(}lve ye rs 

01" a·~o.. Pu:ren .s br1..ng th.•Jit" chil :.a~fln to the nuraEwles befo.r~ v;oil'lG to 

work, and rt>tu1·:n i.'or tl:.em in the evening. Lunoh is served. Th~ ohildrc-n 

t~ro lod in play o.etiv.L tieu and l'ltcry tollini hours by voluntoer ;orkers . 

A planned pror;ram or:i.phasizing propu:r diot,. :roat., and exereiirn is carried 

out. Jiu.ch child ru .. wt prosent 'i. Loa.1th Ot)rtitio~ite nt the time of.' ad-­

mission to the nuraory. P,u-t of the Jtotivi ties or thrl .nunHwiaa includ• 

u. h~alth proa,::r?W1. All t:,mployoes in. tho m;rtH':\ries foi· Mai~ro ehildron are 

of t:hnt .rn.ce. 

The tlrd.ted Provident As&ociation ie a oombar of' thu Frunily Weli\1-r& 

A.ssocio.tion of An1a:rio,;,., All oJ' tha catH! ~.orkors a:ro tra.imid :h. the 

fiold o .. f ~ooial ~ro.rk. The ore nization i1l 1;ovornod by a. bof.l.rd oompo-ead. 

ontirfj)l.r o:.."' v11dto , ,en. 

Sinoe, on the v1hole,, i,he- Uegro in Oklnhoma City oooupies a. pliiC\:: at 

tluJ bottom o!' the r.ooio-eocmomio Goa.la. Neg;:r-o oases m1 fi l,1 with r.he 

various a.genoios genora~~.ly have a larger nuro.ber of $ooiul p:robhJrus 

ar-isinG uut of' the dania.la of his neadu. >~ ny of thooo problom.s may 

lead ul timt .;oly to intli'1'idut 1 or group dc-tt~rit,ration. Sino~ the a.·1onoy 

can dQ ittle to ohant;o th oxternal vorld in .~hfoh the lfogi·o lives in 

Ol::luhoma City, the suocoss oi' any ;.wop,>snl thn.t oon ovor be plnnned in 
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an indi · ldun.l Cti.8 dl!pen· s lt...rguly upon t>uilc!ing Ui,J the oapaoi t:;• of 

thooe i:nvol v-ed t;o auoh fln oxtont ·tha-t they nro able to v;ithstand the 

ni tuc;tions onoom1tot•od. 

Th, YounG 1.omc•m' t. Christian Aasooia.ti.on 

Al·though 1..'{e Younr, ,lomon•f> Christian Ac.soob.tion nrnnch Building 

has oonil i&tad of' only two arna.11 rooms, and avon though there has bl!)on no 

exoouti Vt., socretary to head the Negro branoh for sevori:ll yo1u·u • it is 

porhaps ·thH lea.din;~ foroe . n the liog;ro o·oup Jork th,ld in Oklaho., a City. 

l' 10 attairu; ntn of t;.i s smnU f;roup a.ro lo.rr,oly the rasu1 t of 0'1ntinued. 

e,i;y,:,1p "bhetio tm.pport from th n.fl'ieinlu and membership of the Younr; 

Women's Christiun Aiaociation. 

Negro At ff -v"orkers in tha Young t fo en• o Christian Aseooia.tion 

pro~rrun in Oklahonm City a.:rE", given a.n opportunity to participate in the 

plarmin-· of programs d the development of L~•:1neral polieieo. As far as 

th.e ra.oial GituPtion p<-"rnn.ta, U~groe$ Juay also utilize the raoilities of 

the large h1dldint, t.ho.t ii· m(;l.in.tain .d hy tlw As.sCloiution pi·imarily for 

viii t u. tmoe oa.ol -.~oak a ol ss in ::1oder:n dnnc ing from the ' louglas High 

Sohool ntt1eto in the r:; ymnaa iurn of this building. Instruotlon is furnished 

by tho regular mo ng i.;eaoher on t .e n1;onoy ta.ff. Th olass has been 

:f'l.motioning vory fH,t:iafactorily for thf, pcist Nto yeuru. Durinr, t he 1045 

Ghr i otmo.a aoason this •rcup and the ,fegro Gil'l Reuerves rosentad, tile 

{l no '1rnna, "Tne Ju · lor of rotre Dame", at Doughu.· lli. gh Sohool. 

TlH, Youn_:, 1lo1'!on' s Chri ff tL 1 Associut :.on Buildini; ia thri only place 

in u .ltthoms City wh(jre pi-ivrite t; roups may havt: dinner meet.in u on an 
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beoa.r.w tb.e first Y'ot.tng n()filfint,;; Chriat.lan A~aoci.lltlon B.ranoll l:1xecutivu 1n 

-Okluho:t.:ia City. a,,p(;ll'.l.Sos <-~t' oper~t.ini; the rmildinf; will ue pror~\ted 

ai-::wti; ti,o s.gemd.oo udn,, it. Service to military pa:ruo.n.nel ·>1ill ll<& eon-

Tho Yo 1n& 'ttow,m' a Chriutinn Ansociation spotwors tht1 Oirl Reserve. 

Thi:;: .1.s ~n ◊J•~~an:tzation !'or younger ;~irls. The. o ar5i two clubs tor Notro 
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in 1t:s relJtions to the lfogro citizens,. tho:rf31 io a plan to laumih a drive 

Oklnhmr.ia City Young Men's Ghriati.anAssociation and 71hite Hi-..Y's. lt is 

d..i.r-eQte(i by the Negro Young ten• s Christian Asaoointion field tlupervioor. 
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high school and ha.a weakly t~~etinr;s bet"-or$ i;hu r,?gular Pl<'Jr-ninc; 0-!assetJ. 

Boy S«H)Utf.! ' 

!here a,r(a 0leven let_tro Boy Se out troopi td. th 4 total ~n1bf:l'r~hip o:f 

l.OO. Thtll"O are thl"o~ Oub paolrn ,11:th 72 t>Jfflbera. 81.x o.f the tt-o-ops are 

ttponsored b::, ~nurohes .• 

At pretH'Jnt a :rAgro man is civon a s.i~ll monthly stipend as a part 

tit~ ,o.rkl;lr. Tho- prtuient e nroll-.nt cf' tht~ Negro Seout:'l is too s~ll to 

ffllrrant- hirint; e t'ull t:bne 11taff t:tembet-. Th~ro is no Net:ro r-opt-<Hl~nt~­

tivo o:rt the Scout Counnil. 

O&?i1tp Kioko.peo 5.i!i uae-d hy both thr~ White t.\M lif~gr,., $e.oirts. 'Th~ camp ... 

ing pt't1'"1.(Hl :f'nr Negro Scouts is liold immediate.ly after t}ie camp or the 

white Souuts,. An ttvorage ot 90 b6f!i1 mtttend. thi.s <Hlm,p .. 

The laek o!' t:rrdr.tet Sor.mt ltlu.dership ;i{ o-onstd&rnd the gr-eai:;est 

re,tard:1.n(; faoto:r in the devalopt11&nt of a s~rotlg Se,1;.111ting p:r•o_grnm for 

Negro l:it'>j'lh rn 19451, 5.-6 por cent of the Ne!jt'o boys i11 Okl:aharta. Cit-:/ t)f 

Semit age were m~mbet•s of fioout t.roopa .. 

Othe:r Org~ni ~~tionn t"<>t· !oung; People 

The O~p Fire Gir lH havo no cnlc,rad m<:,tabGrt,hip ln Oklnh ,ma. City. 

'fhifl ia not because of f.)rejuclJ.oe.. 11'htJ of.f'ioi.a.la ar~ reluct&nt to offur 

the progratJ1 to coloNd r:trlfl when they a. il .not yet a'bla to ofter thHm all 

th.e benefits of oe..rnpi:ng. Also, ~ft(!;" (H.m.""ul ~ati~.n wH~h grnup lmr'keri: who 

tt(l~e, spon0crint the Girl RotHJrve t rngrru.u it wai O.f; "t O(l thci't the exird,1.ng 

rr,c.ni~e.tion~ wo.re in po~ition tt) :render all noe<fod services. 

'J!he Jtmior Fted Ororia prngrttrn f,motio:ns thrtmr;h th,s ctty school 

syat"'ms. !he pro~;:r't,m a.a ontl ned bJ the direotor of the Junior R·ld 

Croan inohld~rn th nr"l'itt 0~1 0f. the rlght sort. of a •· titu.-- · s b'i h\.mmu 
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rnlntions on tl.o a t of boyi, tud r;.irltl. Rw,ry school in tJklr.homa City 

The t1unior ANeric:rn.n Rod Crot1s at Dougl,w Rii.:;h School in ont;t of the 

outstanding .. ,roups in Oklahoma. City. It has or&ani~ed an advisory oo -

lllittee £row the fl\Clllty group. Thia ia an umuJua.l developmFtnt,. Rin<'a. no 

Omlt;lan iligh School also serves as a member of tlm Junior Am(l}d.cnn Red 

GrDsa commi tteo for the Oklaho..'lla Ci t'.I.' Ch:. pter. 

1"'here la m~ Inter ... flehool oounoil of tho ,hmior Rod Crose. Ar. th6 

.. epa.r~to school oo,moil m,,ntbors could not ba lmrlted to pn:rtioipnte in 

the aoti-vit'ies or the larger oouroil f'or t}1e 11hite nohoohl they have as 

yot nnt been per-snaded to s~t up ont~ of their own. 

There ~re enty-ono f.1.oti-ve troo of iegro Oirl SooHts ar-anized 

t rm.:;hout tho sepnr"l.to soh.ools. Tho lfo6 ro dins ion of. thn Gi.r l Scouts 

ia 1:1ponsornd hy , ,1 . d"\!isory b,)<ly 11hich is crn.llod tho Intoronltur. l 

of St. Peter Cl v~rr', Cti.uroh. The 1.>J'fioe of -.;ha ~q;ro st, ff mornbr,r ls 

a.t -tho lle .,ro C,1rU11ber of Comttoroo on. -t:ha flHcond floor of th, Stil"'s Street 

ttnitad Se,-vioe Ort;uniaation b1.tilding. The p~or;ra.m hau b on tn o : erntion 

" 1 ~ c ;~pf1 'l'rh!.oh ro opei- tad by tho Ymmr; H)ltlen• s Chr:!.ntta.1 Arrnoni tion 
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Ardmore. Oklahoma, for su.rnmer catllp. There u.re three state•opera.ted 

ea.r1ps there. Crunpe nu.-nber1:1 1 ,md 2 are for ·1}d tos and oamp number 3 is 

few l~egroes. Camp 3 hun u. totttl of' OS b1<)dn and will accomodate ttbout 72 

girls u.nd 20 women. The cost of a. week:' s camp to tht.t individual Scout 

has usually been 8.50. It is stoted thnt t e girls have little dit­

.fioul ty in rain in~ thio •.unoun't. ThorlJ is a possibility tha.t Ca.mp ~.o. 3 

will he turned over t.o !:;he whites unless the lfogroca 11 .e i,iore mm ot it. 

3ir1ce tho camp is located llO mile from Oklrl.homa City 1t is difficult 

for the Ukla1omn City Noerooa to usa it. 

Durinz .orld \7ar II many Megro nolciiers and G·ailon1 W!;tra etation~d 

in th~ vicin.it• or Oklahomn City. The Stiles Street Unit~d Service 

Orr;anization ,1afJ established in u oity ... mmecl buildin;t tho.t ha<l formerly 

been u. Megro hospital. It is a large buiJ.ding with two storiQs and a 

good ba ~ment floor. The b.Jildiw; m.s ramodelod. and 1·edooorated to fit 

tho noeds of th• sorvice men. Under tho direction of ell trained group 

orker 'the tTnited Service Orr,anitation h o provided servioes f'or M0gro 

sorvloo mou o.nd wor,1en. Thes0 f~teilitil}(t inohuied ora.fts. craa.tiva 

hobbleH, wholoso1.e reoraa ,ion n.otivitiea of all 1;:india, u.nd person.al 

uervicoe. '.rni, t\ o p of'f,}sRif,nnl stttf.'f mP, berff were 'nrniahed by the 

: tional Youn l iomon' s Chr l fil tian A.osoci tion. Approx:iruntoly 300 orvice 

en p~r d y w ro sorved <lud.nt; the il'A.r. 

Som() opp{)~:i.ti.on was d ret~ted towu.rd suol activities na tlan.cinf~ and 

tnbl.e anes by uomo of t}v reli,;ioun r,;r<n1ps i 1 tl e couw1uni ty. 

Op ration of •~hi· b ildin; , ae ta.ken o;, r by tho Youn..:, omen• s 

Christia Assoei tio:n on April l. 1946. ;.;,arvi<u?s to milit·- ry penonnol 

ill be ountinuad throur;h Ju11e 50, l:HS. 
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The lidi;hborhood Clubs 1t1ero ostablinhed u ha rasul t or a urvey 

raade by the lla.tionnl Probr1tion Aeaooiation. Thia s urvey in.di<:mt cl a. hirrh 

rato of juvonile delinquency in 'tho area bounded by 'Jau1 Street on the 

· orth, tho Santa Pe tracks on the B st, the Can din River, on t.he South.,, 

a!"id • storn Avonuu on t.~e -~eBt. Noi ,hborhood Club btlgn.u ~.ork in South .. 

ton in thfl ba.soment of nt. Mark' Cburoh in the summer of 1936. It was 

a joint roject of the Young .. a1 • • Christian Assooia.tion and the Young 

omon•s Ghrii.itie...n ARsociation. Lf. tar it has beeorae 

a board. 

'the purpose of the !ielghborhootl Clubs ls to promotfl a oommunity 

progr :m of soeial group work for the davelopm.ont of thn t'<'1libious, 

educn.tional, ond no,ii 1 ,neti t 0f' tha youth of 0kl11homa City. DurillP' 

tho period of it,1 r ateat ex )8.n.aion, there -~o:ro eip;ht Neighborhood 

c _ nt_ers. Th~ forks Progress Administr tion turniohed loa<le.era, librario.na, 

e.·td toy lihrar1n.ni1.. The ,l tionn.l Youth Ac\r. intstrf4tio war, another Aouro& 

of' .leadership. Thio wa in addition 'to the foi-:hborhood Chiba staff., 

At i'H"'osent thore ar th:r~a !.oi,;hborliooc.. Olub centeru. There B.rr t'f,O well 

quipp1 El cantors for :hit. c il< x- n, ono on c~ uth Sho.rtel, and th lar('jer 

ot1e in IV lnut. Grove. Cook's (lentor at tho Choota.w Sohool ervod s the 

c nter for Jogro youth for neve. a.l y ra. Tha development of the progra 

, 6 ha. pared booa. so of l c or s :.> co or pr·o er equ1.p.mant. Ito-waver• there 

,m.n w.. othor build in{; vailo.ble · n tho Sot1tl town are for club pu oses. 

Th~ follo in~ sto.te~.nt iv an aoo at description of th facility. 

u ie physic 1 inadth ·ua.c1os and li 1itil:!;ions of the hnildin·,. itself beg"'ar 

der.oription.. Only t. o rooms ares atill iu use, the third havinr.; eon 

oo .demnod anm '1;,L 1. ;o by the r. nicip 1 utho~itie • Tho nchool yard.,, 
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wnioh nerves t\il the pl~1y gri.::.nnid. was bei:ng uaQ.d ,ui a grazing a.rea. for 

wandod.nc boraea and a. park1u~ lot £or u.u·!;;omobU~s at the time of the 

vi1,1it or the spe<,ittlht .. 111l.l 

ln J~nt.H~ry, l.9~6» Cook' ti 0(-lnte.t" 11~ ~ovod. to the ba:,a.;mon·h of the 

S·t:iJ.4ils $.tre~t Unit.mi S@l"'Vioe Or-i?:aniitation whare thtn."'e will be more !lthi .. 

quute apao~ at1d eqid.piaer:rt..,. A ll\\rgJ~r m.1.r;,1b,,w of" ohildron (Hm ir1luo he 

tt~t-vad in tho now location. Thf-; $ta.ff oonsi.nts of tl lwcro mun i't.nd t\ ?{ef~:!:"o 

Fr:n~;;n~)rly there TflQ~ a 11'egro lle:b,;hborhood Glubll! c.:,mtt:a"' iu the base­

ment of the crnlorod ft~1ptiat Otmrch in i'fl\l.lau-t Otove, 'bu.t the tH'>ng:r~g.ation 

a.$kod that it b$ moved be0a1.u1~ thoy disapproved or their a.otivit1os. 

Sinoo thi1:t time tlwr-e hQ.S bean no oentor for Negro ohild.r-en in flalnut 

Grove. 

In the summer of 1046 the 1la1f_~hborhood Ch1;bs Gponsored a !lo.ft'ball 

!.t\tague, ~01'!1pcuu~d ot t•tuna ot boyii from the und0rpriv-i.lig;;,ad at"eaa of tne 

oi ty. Ther~ w•n·o five Nogro teams in -bh~ La4\gu . .e. The older team -from 

Oook' a Oente.:r wot1 tho l~ae·,,,e ohm.npionahtp., Dii"flct;1lt:r wat enormntered in 

playing white n.ud colored t&tttttll a!;e.inat each other, not ft'om th.ta player$,. 

but :f'r(>lf\ city oi'-.1..'ioi~ls. Tho law f<;t:r'hids lfo1Jr-oes' playint; on whi 'to play­

ground.a and whites' plttyini: on Hti~1"0 phiyf.i:t"otmda.. l'.t -.,ae neoesua.ry to 

schedule all mir.~d. ~mes on private lots. A short tiQ,o lat:er the 

fh,,ta;ni:1 Cltib ~nvo £\ pi~...ru.o t1,h L?..ko Ovn:rholser for all ·t::ho boys ~h~ had 

pli'.\yed in tho luague. Abcmt a.ovtmty-five C<llored boyE; o.nd three hun<l.:red. 

;':fhi.to- bc,yn spent an afternoon and ev(jning in playing at1d eating together,. 
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Al tbOU((;h the race ,1u.e-s-trinn :la e,a,id ·to have 'b~m ti ort•tiienl issue in 

Oklahoma. Oi ty ~inoe ttu~r·itorial dt:4ys, l the.re ha:Vt.o bean no S-()1:<i,ous out ... 

brea.ks betwein\ Ne;; t~oti) s and Tihi tee s inc o the lynching o t J ~H).k Brooks in 

1s21. 2 
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re.oe rola.tion 1n Oklahoma. City are imp:rov1n:;. -One ifet;ro minist~r sts.ted 

tl:iat _r-Ki)Vitions hi'l.:17& i t;~p,r<J''flH1 gr watly r.:JVfm ,iitl'.d.11 ·the h ~st thr@a roontl *• 

Re be11tsv.e$ ·that a 1tfboltts(Hne a.ttitudt, ia i~rowing 1.1p aJEtonf; tho youni; 

people of both r'M!Hh ~ was also of the opinion that rane relati ana in 

Oklahoma City wore not purticula. ly atrilill,:J(lJt and that thoy wore better 

than ... n 1aauy other looaliti9s • 

.Another optif¼,i 1-1 tie attitude W'llfS t>Jx;n:·e1rnod. in an editorial ·which 

,;1,,.-ppo&red in ttu, !)a~~ tJ!"'lruH.nnSllt. Accord.in~ t,-,. th.is e.di tm--ial coeent: 

0 The-.ro is in Ud.,-. oit;y- muoh go-0d ... will ·~o,:o.rd Negroes and solid t.:;round 

for b,~11t,viUt: thn::; it ~hall impth'liti.ont no,1 c.f'.for·t:,j 11.ade by leaden_; cf.' 

both rw.l@S to 'brine ubout u1pi·ovament. ,½3 

A. M~ti;ro tfHlJt!ltW ·who ht.\.a lived. .in the nm"'tlH.:rn irtatea a.tu.tad that 

ffYou don't ho.vo to bo '.Ln the 50,1th 1so .fi:ru.i b:it;otr:y 1uld pre judieo. Okla .. 

homa City la not 1'.i.s bad aa '.:.WtlY otlv~r ple.ot-,s." 

Six o:t t hH fHll'G,.>iU! 1n:tarviewod uxpt•'<Lf .,HJad opin.tons LltHoatin5 ti at 

they th:iuk tha:t tlH;lre is 1.otllin.g: part'.i.~ularly t~:ritioo.l tir.hJtrb r@lu.tiona 

l>~twoeu th!1t rfl-Gtii'J. l~t,-vtrth1zSlestl th.t,y th1nk ";h~-+; 'th~•rc i ij not zaueh 'ba.~is 

t"o:r underitG.n~Uni~* 'l'hoa11e perNona exprt1saed imptd;}ienoe 1'fi"th -bhu atti'tlude 

of tho Hhlto nhuroheis. Ont~ C:!all sai<l thut i~i:,.oic~l p:rt,judice :i.n .. i1.erica 

goi iuatot.i i u th<;, \!,+.tte pl:"otoe.taut churches, and that \':.rhil~ tht)y p-raached 

the brotl•<:rhotir.l of lll.fitn., t~ht,y p:rtu;tiood und ontHH.u"1!1.gctt nei;ror; ti.on. 

Ar otf-vu➔ Wil}ll-edwiated flf:>ir-o ,ror!l@u,. r,ho haa t~ug;ht in ii litttgro oollaga,. 

in an outburst 0£ enotion snid1 "!h@se 'White preachers talk about love, 

au<l God., and everybody' G beini; e. uu.l o.nd then eo'!OO 01.rbsido of the ehuroll 

5n~ily Ukl.. bo--.u1tm, Octob ,l" 20, 1945. 
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an spit on tiiet Call th t Cn:r.lot.i. ni ty? Gue:.HJ I• It'l not u Chri.;t.ian if 

that in it." 

'three of' tho p<:.l":Hln1i interviewed oxpressed alarm about the ra.oia.l 

situo,tiou in Okl•dwmn Cit;y. Ono ·,as a ;hite ,uan. who w£ui c;onno1·ned over 

l;he .Ji :1 crow laws and t m !Jany ca.sos M ob-tioua <lisorlmin"-ticm. A Net;ro 

bttsinosa man ln u. conf'idonti l tnlk felt hitterly a.bout the injustices 

nnd 1.1a,lo th(! at~1ter,4ont t~:..t he aa just as g vod au any -s·hli;u man o;• any ... 

body elau . A inulfl.t·to wmnan -~'dtoue {:'!;randf.athm· na.s a member of' a well .. 

knmm whit~ f', 1ily i.n tho South oxp1"0 ... sGd an attit1J.-do o.:.' f.ri andiinoss 

toward hor ;,hit:c n~lntiva a a.ud white peoplo in 1;onora1. Ho ievl,Jr, she 

ate.tad, ncometi .. ,.,in ,thf,n Pm orowdec: .off: -t:J:.e str~ot or µut off a bHs by 

aome of' the ii!lte folkn, 1.t 1,ake~ MtJ sc, wiha.p y I could. Jttst uie . " She 

alr:o oxprosaod uome alarm over the se::se of b.\t:r-od thr~t aeet.)S to be grow­

i~; . up bet'Vreen the ra.ces. 

Ono !of;rO woman cf lil!,i.-ced · duoation but {;O0...l · 1spo6itiou ati,.ted 

th t ehc wnu •;.)trnidorablJr :rritatod ,,vor tho .raltiouu cwtwoen 'the 1·uccs. 

Oho ox;wc. sed i.or a.ttit1.1<1e in thooe .,ords., "I get a<> tit· d of hoaring 

thom talk a.bou t brothm·l::,r love an<l tnou no1; doin~ anythill~_; ,about it. It 

ju. .,, na ""rrn mo ~ic:: Lo 1,e·r tt~em to.l' nbuut :...om,.'Chl,:11: · .. r..oy nro ne,t Golng 

to do c.nythint; a:.:>ou t. Ch;e.· , th y l;u.n' t h: lp i · M''.l mm~ t 1a:r1 I ca.11 

thvu.gh . " 

Th~ pa::;tt:.rt. of i·r,oih.l tH.;gregH.tion in Oklahoma City appro;~inates 

th1.: situfl.tion exiotinr; in 'bord,or cit,i. ,tl n or • o.· less r;eno, ally. I~ :i..s 

dif'f'icul t to deooribo i'ixod ._;iatt rnc; ot' iTagro :sei.;;r·og;o.tlon i u border 

oitios.. In the .-.t· t~u lyim' oetween tl o nouthern nd northern stutt-s are 

found "r.umy 01• tht. n:.itn of' ;}~ · raoi l!.y 'solid South' and at tho same 



llO 

ra.trrnr unprerH..ctabl o o irouro.atanaae a ?for;ro may tu.lee of.t\nwo ,. t a. South(}rn 

4ohsri:r le$ 1~. ,lohnsen. ~ ,t_~orn,P 2;.! N~ro S~Jp"e-it..,t,~o~, (New York, 
Ha:rpor and 13rothoro. 1943 ). 6. 

5:rbid. p. 1. 
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"Drn.ndlnr; th· ut to .Joo.1th tl:.rector, ClJS an ,;.ns:..dioua force in 
A:r.1oriotm Domooraoy, tho lJuaineos council or the Oklahoma. Association 
of lwo•1) Tw,ohe i-·o v·)tcd. to OY.pi•emi gr±ov.;.ous ftmliu~;, of im,ult re ... 
caived £rm;, tho Okluho of fioiul for r,,d'erring to the 1,000 
1i.~tonorn in I ouf;ln, •.ud.:t,;riur1 thrtw timos lrwt. Thurr-iday ni ;ht as 
t•ni ·· ·•~nro " '·->•~"' ... 

So,m after the opon:tn~ of bis c.ddrees on "Jinal th Bduoat.ton in 
Snhnolo a nrl Corm111ni t.y'\. tho '),u ·1 ic. r,f ... cl,, l ,Ls i.ihon;;l··t '}? pl ,·tfornt 
i;1 outn to ha.1,0 henr i hi1a uao the Bour cinio t.ord of clor i sion (niGg&r) 
w1 ,o:n ho :rt" .. e. .ted tho d tlo o '' t hf9. ~,as ;c:ntlon. 

r:omd .. <brl ,; 1.t inco.crdtrr\b)!) -t.k~t n '.'i'i.t> hlc--~h ptt'lltc of.f;·.cli!.l 11ould 
stoop to suoh lrF: dapth:3,, tho n.,,dienot1 oc,omed to merely "sot" their 
uu·o to n :o e .1. tn.:.n ·•.ether or not- t3 '\: ,:ore r:,i. ,taken. 

The rl, .n hpo 1-:·J <in f'or ,vo1· ~ .• lini-'.:;•..;. . ..:: with J.isteuors ror.tlc-ss Ctnd 
fi~oqu(.-jntly · eking th,, 1·0110,, on .. ho nox.t ~ at i1 ht) or ;;ho ·ras cor­
to.in thr!t t -~ .m:·d 0f <lcrici-on ooin~-, :.\y Ku-tlu.Korn UH l tl,o like., 
wa.o sµokei. 

Ghortly nf'tarwarda thti ru · ,;f.!d looking dootor bolohed t ,ioo ~d th 
tho rbur-bon:~o nlu;·, 0 ni.Dr·trrn .. !'l1tf > .1 (i; l~S n. G. P .. ·J·iuh., o:(' 
Ohioka.sha, quiokly rona and interrupted t;ho nrui, 11upposo~.1y een-
001·inr, hi l or> rt'ipea.teuly .ir .. wul ·i.n ~ •;.\1.c t:,: ·un~c th~tt wt;.,• ? CM tworu­
t"ul ly ~~ulkinc o~t into the hall. 

Tho r..ie.n flur,hed .fro .. \ h.ls for(Jhead to hls utubby n •ok und ;:;ot.m 
'.:;oolr his , i:w.t. 

;it t },-1: pnin'L ~ ,,L t.f".:i l 'lL 1,,·, wt., , • • "l ..1 i 11 •'rn.2.i 1:i·. ooui .ty 
suporvisor of aopfira.te schoola in Sciminole county, arone rmd oitod 
a n ... milu:r .i.nd,den:t; 01,c1..rrring i 1 !~o:uino:!.t, 001..mt..:. !·•r. ""rntior ou .... d 
that »ihiten f,houl<l not amphanize r~oiul d ietlnctions v,ith c.onatant 
rofer<.m.c; t~, nor arat"1 , ,r .-ui s. • • • In 01.l · denwci·tu::y, wu o.u •· u1;1·oos 
Qlld oi t1z~ms ~hould oorrooi, ,moh irra ;uln!" i tic a an ocom·retl hore 
mr TFJ .,i ".!', dhort i~· l 1upp(,n • m1 l rtririe i,u oncotr~1,:b "-is<,on1.i .. 
uE.1.noo !)f suoh prnctice whenuvo1· it occurs! ff 

One Uor,1•0 ··ho ns in tha audionoo on thiH ocotwion 1,tated thut ho 
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did not hear any mispronounoiation. !nothor who was on the platto.i"lit 3aid 

that th.n pronour101ation wan rtnigrat' fi..nd 11.ot llnit.~t(~rr1• lio nluo st~t0d 

that 'the -speaker a pologited protuaely. a:nd thl1t he had be.,n, ilone @ in­

justice by the ntn1tspaper p-ub.1ioit.y. 

One of tha roli~ioui1 organizations thr.tt is attenptinc i, pr'ogram foi­

the betterment of raou rt'1lations is tho Chd.stitul: Yo1.ith Council ¥1hinh ia 

sponrrnre.d by the Coun(;)il ·of Cnuroh.e-s. It ie in:l;erdenomiru.\.tion9,l and 

in.t<n·-racial in ii~t organi.te.tiaa. It;, has been funotion1:ng sinoo July, 

1946. tlemoo;rnhtp i~ made up ,:,f' high school atu.d$nts from all the Gch~Qls. 

Jlt so1i<, of the meetings -the.ra haw been a,ore.:> J¾'ogroes pre0ent than whit• 

peraon!'l.. Off'ioos are -abo,it e.qual.ly divid.etl between the raaes .. 

Mo;ithly nteeti.D.gff a.re hold in various t,hu.rohea. Attendnc:r1ne QTI11•agfi!1J 

f'ifty. tho progra oor.u.ists ot daV' (>ti1.1:mals and ~\.tGit'h fhis b followed 

by business -diGou1,udon. Tho moetin6 is onnoluded with a recn:-etrtio1ml 

program. Party t;nm~$ ·uch ~s rabbit;. mind readin-g., ,p"cmp atngi ng and 

J'olk 1;woos are pe.rtioipateid in by boys and girls i':r•om both race$. R.F1-

f.r©$l men-ts 1.1-r~ servia-d. 'fhe di'r1$-crtor of. thin gr,a,~p whn ls. 2.lsc i;ru.tHtr ... 

"~i,sor of religious ~duoation f',n~ the Council or Churohes atatsd:: ttt 

think that th{) t;ood e.ttand.anoa in<iioates a feelini;; or good -v ill, l:n.,oauae 

Negroes will no "' go wh~re tl~oy -th ink they ru"~ not weli,omo. I think that 

it iu t .1e most rumttrkfl.'ble th.int of id ioh I hav~ ever heard... I have been 

n.wuod at tho la.ok of a.ny kind ot friction, no'h ~ven the kind you would. 

oxpeot to !'ind ir1 any organiz.ation. 'l:fo have a.bout 50 ohu.rchecs rEtpresan­

ted t\t prc;rnent." 

Another group, i hioh iii Sf,o.nsorod by tJ1e Council of Churoht:s, ia 

tho lnt~r-rG-oial Comrnitt~o i':hich ia 1.>lado up of fifty mini$ters and other 
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into re to-d lersont. Th purpoRe of this oommi ttee is to assist ·the 

l'f.\CUS in boco1, in.r· bett&:r u.cqua.i.nted. It iu thouf~ht that this ~;roup could 

se-rve tO u. nunloua of understan<li~ in oEt.ae of rfloa rlots or other crises. 

It holds monthly mcet i n r;s i t the ho aas of rrio:abera-. Disoussious of' the 

p1·r,blerrm of a.11 r•~oos aro h&ld. Tho ;neetin!;G cono1ude ·i th a period of 

recrer,tion .f'ollo~:red by refroshmcmt~. G:ro ps reproaented other than 

whi ta re Tiot;:ro. IndiFm, Spanish, a.rd ,hmislh 

TLo Oklo.homn <Ji t;f TirM-nch of t} o lfo.tional A0so(tintior:i fol" tho Ad­

vanoo1.-tent or Colored Pooplo was or-;anj,eed in Oklahoma City in 1934. At 

pretiet1c. there a:ro around 1,000 tr,erobel·s.. Mass moe-tint~e ar-e held ocoatiion­

a.lly to stimulate interest in various projocts for racial advancement. 

At pr sent tho Association is oar1•ying on n camva.ign to raise funds to 

f'inanco tht) teot oastJ on th uo;,u.rato sohool law. 

Fnllowin.t; l~he ret,1orth .t"rom the tfl•ban Li1a·;ue Community R~lutions 

projeot gl·<mp of" co muni ty loaders organl&ad themE.Htl,r\Jla into u com-

mittee to study the rt.,portu a.nJ to attempt to soo th· t the recommenda­

tions • ere carried oiit. Thiu oiit.m1ittee has beo11 inaotivo durinz the 

\tint or months, but ht!& undertaken to atart n ca'.'lpaic;n to :; ,iu mm:1bor­

ship for a branch or tho ltltio11 l Ul'b~u Lea,;tlo b1 Oldo.hmna City. This 

Group exp<,cts to lwl;1 to i' provo L'>ocial oonlitiono R-nd rtloe 1~0lt dons. 

In Februt".ry, 1946. n l?oll".muni ty Drotht..,rhood Rally, , hich io.s 

apomH1r· d. by th(l Miniateriu.l Allianooa and the Council of Chrbtians nd 

J w i • was held i tLo Dou _,ltts Hif~h School A idi '\.,or ium. A ra bi, t p.·io~t, 

~ever, l µrot H,tant mi.uiston., and 

i;:ra Ml .tte1.ced by ovur five hundred people, the raujority of whom .,ere 

l ugr es. S1-,ver 1 ).·oci.editn, for r ciul nnd t·al1bious .:.ntolarann wore 
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ditrnusaed . The prlno2.1;al or Dt:mglo.ti High Sohm;)l said -th&.t onu of' his 

t~:t"tH.a.tea·t friends l'i<v.S ~ white- rmn. 6 lks dared to know aaoh other.. fie 

\H,oti1.t11ii ·ch~ f'i.nfHrt, lii'e- long frl@ud~ beeanst1- Wtll' kn~w iaf:toh other. Tot~t 

is the Nlll(;'J-dy ,. 11 A Ua~;'f'i) m.h1iuiimr CH,,:n clud0d witb. the&e :r~om.arka, r'W~ 

havo the rmnedy. fJhi.t dif£ort)nce wi.1 1 these i'ine 4\d<h-e8s&e muk@? Cru1 

these ;~ood whi tf.l b:rotlrnt·a i;ot it oVQr t() tho tr poopl0_. and Qa.n I c1::~t it 

over \:.Q mine"r }Jo~ can we t•rwh them hm~ to l ovet now oan IJ:I(; teaob them 

how to 1·orgi.ve one e.nn:tli0r t 11
· 



F'ro~n the prr:to 'l,lJ.n:~ p~1~ .. tirma of th·· s at;, dy s&v ral r- thur \-tell <lo• 

:i.inad ocnolusious nu.y t1 drawr. In th•• first pLice., th,~ po.ttern or seg­

rt) * tion of t11e fegro in Okl homa Ci y eoni'o"" s oro or lo s clo~ely to 

.ho pattern of Re ,r ~ t ~on of lt cro ti in c • ti s throHp;hout J.,~ co1mtry. 

In OkL ... howi City, 11.:J fr t.r110 in mi1.ny ther etr.opolitu.n. &.rea.a, th~re ls 

one lf\rgo and ever \l Rrt1all Ner;ro dis trio ;s. 

A · "Olld ch· r c .. eri .• tio of th~ THt"l:itvrn o ~ se&reg t · on us1 l lly found 

in th a vara • e lle "ro nre. of ai; u.r tm co nuni ty is th presenco of 

Jl ;r·o bu.tiintrn1.> district. Tho tfogro bauiness diatr· ot exieta by 1 orms 

of' tho typos of ~ir-v-.Loec that ri.ro r'ii'.mdarud to ·the oitisena living in 

the ·ogre·:,atod area.. For vho tnost par tho ncoye o('· ~,heso business 

uotivi tio:~ p irB.llele the r n •g of buslue,J os 11s tally found ir1 i town of 

a ,01 1; t, s ,e she u.s .,h e1gra _o od &rt.)a. In Oklr•J1 ,f\ <11 ty th•1 oom­

plet absencu of a.ny bankin~ r oiliticti in -the lfor::ro bue.inesa dlRtrlot 

rep.r am1s,n ..,,he:rt la J~rhaps the iuoo•,:; Hi·;nifioa.nt dii'f$renoo in the ra~e 

of b•1sinoss t1.ctivitloa rron tho.t "ane1·ally found ;.n a.n area oi' a>p?"o:d ... 

t6ly the same ize. 

In many pai·tb of t:;! e oountry the r n e of choio of ocoupations 

f0t· ' . ·rooa :i.n noriou. lJ re ;tricta;l. ce prejudlne a.coot nta for this 

ll5 
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:rostriotion to '1 rather unusual degrtHI 1 In othe:r wordA, the more, 

desir.u.bJ. cJ linai, of i ork ure ,:;enor1.lly taken y the rl0tninfmt group. 

Th.Et N-ar;r > moro or leaa J;one ally t :d~t.1~ wh!l.t .ls loft. A s~c)ond faotor 

liroi-t'tn, 1~ho choioo of John A to bo found in tho a1tt.allor dagroe of 

nkill on the pnrt ◊1" the Negro . 

In Oklahoma City the 'Mogro iA ss,riously i·eatrioted in ;ho range 

of omploy;1ont op1>ortu.'li .,ioa. The ~rant ...,,a,jori ::y of the Mor;roos in the 

m.•ea in question rirtl fmployed iu doro.oatin nnd pors nal St.H·vioo, 1.m .... 

skillod ln!>or, n,id ,mblic aet·vioo. 

An r.m.y normo.ll:-, ba expected, nuoh nooinl pr-ohlo11s ns orime and 

jtr--anila delirtrJ~tElnO/ in thu a:r-eu in riuestion nre :r:10re prtHHJinc than ia 

;P-narall,.r truo amon, .1hi ~e rcsidonti•\l areas o,-oupied by ';he ro.iddle nnd 

uppr,r cla.01rna. Crimt~ &nd dalinqu.eno.1 a.too. ho 6lVer, 5.n th~ NGg:ro 

rasidentlt l tlistriot 1..m ... er oonBideea ... ion H?"u not app:ruoiably hit;her 

·tho.11 tho r t<HJ for vhi te ~irmui on t~ t su.~e 3 enoral oe ·nom.io and aooie.l 

levels. 

The cepn:ra.to :10hool fl:rst-,m o!' Okltih wia. Ci t:l aotrip, rea favorably Hi th 

t:he school13 i'o:r .hi tea in tlmo.) ~; ull r Q:rpooto. How vnr, truttncy .a.tea 

for Uobro <;hildrun nr0 much hi ,her t,hrm ":hrnm for "hi te chil<lron.. Huch 

,,r th·s io o.ttriht tad to oonditiono oi' unntahl "' ·:rl ly li!.'o .11110h an 

hrolten htmov, tho nncossi ty for both pt rontn to worl: a: u1.1 .f'ro1 hone, 

nnd tho l ok o;.,~ ndoqunto olothin~,. ow r, ·,·u., a.11d lunch rno y. 

Roo~rnmic inadoq,uicy in alno r eflc ,t-od i t o o"bi<l.:.4:y o.nd Ii.lOrtality 

rn.tor, 0 r tha J;o ,ro :)opulation in Oklnhm,J.i: C · t • a oo ~pared to ;hoso for 

the hito popul t'lon. 'l'hoa, disel.\s s :hioh n.ro oon.-:1:mly tho rm1ult or 

a lo,r st' ndnrd of: .:.ivinf; ar!; !'ound ost fro 1uontl · n tho fo&ro 
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populnt-ion. Maternal mortn.J.itY1 di$tary dir.ea8o-a., tuberoulosi.s, pneumonia, 

E'lUd dir.oaims of inf11noy ~ d ahildhood tu•o tho ooimm·m c1msos or dt1ath 

anmn~ 'th$ N~t;ro people:. 

With .t"e,, axoeptl onu., ?Ier,roetJ <Jf.' tJklahort!B. Oi.tcy ¥hare equally in th& 

aervioos (>f aonial Wfflfa.re af;on~:te&. The proportion er l"oquents for 

t'l.:rniotnnce t or Meg:t·o J arnilio.s i~ €::t·tln.ter thrs1.r1 t!leir pop:...l l f~tion rat io_, 

and .f':>:unily i..1 t1ltr.,,ro a t;o1wioG t;6lnfiro.lly onr ry 11, larg$ Megro c.aae load. 

t'l:tero ttt"e no agonoie« ::, fer::.ni; inntitutiomil Ofi.!f'I'> to ffei;ro children .. 

'lhif'I nem(fti tuto~ one or tho m<!~ 't ohviom1 tH'min.l wolf'ar-e needs of thtl 

C <'.WltlUll i ty • 

As is true in lfot;ro oo-:::mlunities throughm .. t tbe United States. tl'1e 

C:!'.1.t,rt,h playg t\ lee.d i n€: role ln the aooial 1 ife of the cowu11ity. The 

peopli:.:1 Give 0:nthut,litstio en.,ppor't t<1 :rt1111;ion,, but tho. ef1.'$0ti'"J't,neas of 

thfi1 Church iG weakenod by poor ooalotiiasti,a.1.l gover:r.U'.,ont. intornal 

disorgani&a.t ;.Oll.1 and mul-tiplic ity of' dono.1 inn.td.on.s. 

~ Histol·ies .at Social Adjus~~:1: 

Tha lif$ of tho in.di vidur1i.l c.elor-od pmr-i'ltm in Oklahoma City has. been 

intluonoed to e. oonfl idarable dogree by the co.,tmuni ty forces 1hioh ~w 

boen deacribed in thfl prol)oeding. ohe.ptu.ru. ?hi~ comi!.auni ty htus produoed 

a lar ~e numb6r of pror;ro1.wi~, $te.blo citiians. Thero hao a.ho boen 

prouucod r.t fv·cmp o.r oitize.ne wllo exhibit signs of &hi1 tltH1anese anti 0.nti­

soai.al bohavio1·.. There is a olose oonnaetion betwvon tho forces which 

t.er.d to i:nfluonoo tho lives of individual lfogroos a ~~ct those forces which. 

ten~. to influence tho :;enoral pattern ot' the lfogro 00F1munity.. Especial 

<Hnphu.sis is given to this roliitionehip by tho oasa histories ahieh 

i'ollow .. . 
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nffilen the fllH,rok• e ~rt b~ was r-10 rnd tro~,, tho mouthtHu1t,'r . t::ites 
to Oklah<:ltna in l8Sfl, a Golonol 13iGh~ had two wives_. one a aqtiaw 
and th~ ct .e:r a ;·;}:d tfi womnn.. 'J.'he whi tFJ · ri.fe i,bJoctsd to b()in,:; 
noved fa'). Oklaho.na, f{O he mov(td as far •est t.ts the Mississippi River 

;no.i. i-lnt·tlod near v.iht!.t 1.s :mm thf"t cU;,y .;f !.fonphis,. Tormot:.nee~ (.>the:r 
Cherokee :ti1.milieH folltiwed und thiM becarae what is now kno\vn a.a the 
r~bnl l i.o·rn Cl;::) okoe T iho. 

Onu ot' +.L.r;i f':,ch;;:·,atet.l Y~•.JJlr; •. 1'1:n ·rorn ~.;hi•l t:1•jbe bm:ar,e th' t'ortnllltn 
of the Ramiolph pltlntation. Ho nuirried <>ne of th0 s li\Ve 1;irla Y,ho 
wns i..nlf C:r .ek Tndtn.H. Dur.!.11," 1,ho :)ro :.reas t).f' tht: Glvil ifo,, :w 'V a 
thro~.1tonod with de~ith !'or te-a.ohl11f; t1ifi alu:v~s to read. Sorn.a white 
perr1onr 11.:P"O itillod o.nrl t ieir hrHid,,1 ,mr~ ~mt rm ro:nl":<l po$tt1 ,J.H o. 
Wtil"tiI~; to others who ha.d heon teachinr,; tha !-fogroes during thia tillle. 
Cr:··H,i. : the in:i.prr-•ndi:,., , unr,0.r, hn wn.u t;akon nwa.y hy white :"'rit.m.r:L:.1,. 
and t l cl to ll.tinoie. · 

Thia man' i~- tilon, J. D. HH.ndolph. was odue.uted by a privHt1;-, tutor 
=rl.,(') wan a Swede. L~.tei· Le wa.~ a lmitted to tho puhlie ,ic110ols of 
'l'ri.nriessee and grt?.duated from t1i eii;hth 5rfl.de. !:lb ~on:to.c~tn with 
w~dto ~ <,H'$1>na Wffl'"Ei DV.\:·1ero1,1.s.' Aa u .;f')V'.hlt mB,:n h~ t,i!S n,sooiat~d 'Hi th 
thH pro~.inont politienl and busine$S men of Tennessee. He helped 
to rwgt1.:r1iza a l}h1:J in Ha.chvill, to whioh onJ.y t.wo lk.:ci•offs belon;;ed-­
tha 0th.at' mombo?"a were \)ankera , lawyera, Hnd white offico holders. 

Whon Oklahoma TE:trritnry wan pened -tu sottleroont in 1889, J. D. 
!.n.ndolph c~,ur1~ t,:, Oklahm.1a G:ltJ. Hu as .f'ollowed la:to:r b:r h:i.n 
family R.nrt by two other fa.ailitis frma hia tri'bo in 1,'r;nneaa&e. In 
Jnnunry, lf.H?O,. ho i► ("ntod u. dv•.ok of one Pnd ono-h~lf 1•001.m for 
$7. 50 a month. ln this building he net np 1·lw f'irst school for 
colored ohil :ran. ! .. nt,~r h. wtus made the first prinoipnl of' the 
oolored aohools. n~ t u1,ht Gchool for twenty ye rs. He also 
nsalste.d · n or;. d .. zini; tho C!'Jlv-o.ry :Uupt:...st C.huroh.. Latc1r he TH;rl<:ed 
aa an a.r-tondant in the taw Librar; ~t the Stnte Oapi.tol. ttl 

Tho ohiltlrem of' thelH) three .t)lrctiliec from 1'enneaaoe hn~o becom,o lead-

profosaiona. Roprosented in this l'aw.ily ;roup aru dentistiJ, druc;;;ietf!,. 

ten.ohers, phyeioians., a.nd ministers. 'the third generntion of this family 

group t;;.loo ocmtributea a large part o.f t,he loo.da:rship in the activities 

of the O,:n,1;la.s Hi.;h 8ohool. The atijust1ent of this •i;roup of people 

1Phill1ps Collect!.on, Indin.n-Pionoer Papers., (University of Oklahoma 
Library. unpu~}lit1hed., Nonn.n. Ol:l•'horna), 236. 
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who orun-e to Okli!.htw;ia City iu 1889. 

engage in wa:r work. Al.thm1gh many or theoe have left the oity the.,r were 

edi to:rial contest. t e 'rrn.R eager to ooopera'te in nui..kinc~ this .study e;nd 

itI '~a born Jipril Gl,, 1921, at Ferrulale, Oklahoma. I don't rdnd 
talking about m.yst'lllf. My lite i~ a.n ope-n boa:k. My tathex- wtrus a 
farmer. Ht-1 11 ~d on a !"Qttted f 1n·1ie1. Wh.e11 I v,as tour ye ans old tq 

.ra~ .. her and mother were i1~pe.ratt1d. At th~t t~ my 1'ltothar moved to 
Ardmoi·o, Okla.h.o,11a. I think my mother t.\.'nd t'eJ;her had t,ep~rated 
hocf1i.h8<~ of in,..1a.w·s, but. it <lid tHltJ ae~m to make mu.<1h of an b-i­
prturnion on raJh A!'ter f,6 rn<.:nred tn town I wmllrl 'lti.r~it my :!'a.ther 
and his £:HH)ple ir\ the '1wm:nor fand i.he tu·r't\Ulboine,nt iHHlmed quite­
ns:tut•fltl. 

! ,Jent to uchool .at t-h@ ar;e <'1f d.~. It ·waa a. good Negro ~oht>ol--­
a. frEl.nte bt1UdiH; of about; 0ir,hi1 roOint whioh h.01,l.BHd all tha gnd.es 

thro ty;h highsehool. 

Uoth•1<r nnppor-t.H,d thrtJ& boys by ho,wework. I oa.n rennll hor 
'b:dni;ing f od home from horo shtt .,.,01·ketl. She made a\,out $12.00 
a oonth r...nd sonfrt.ir•es loss. Ar:; soon Rfl th('j boys in ttw fam.ily 
l'iore old fYnour;h 'Ill@ bei~~ n ahi:nini;. aho~s r-.t.D,d nuakb :; money in itha;t­

ever wa.v we crnuld.. Both of ny bi-othors :lro older thnn I r.im • .. 
T1u1r-e 'IHl&;uad to bai s 0mo'l,jr,.im; in , .• y tornperamen t toot tna.de me 

vm.nt to be out of 1-Jds sooievy th:it I was in ab th·d:; tiMttt. which 
wasn't ny nociQty f1.t u.ll. Porh~ps it ..,-m.i:1 because of my sohoolin~. 
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Nogro teaehtu•a a.J"e .;iore Be!"i.ous in their efforts beeauae th4y 
reoogniie tho f.aat thr,.t the Nag:t·o is i:n a position of disadvan­
tage.. I waia abio.y,i gc>od in uohool Hork tu•u\ l loved to reu.d 
·oooka. 

vttum I was in ·~he !i-'B l: e~i to Oklanon City to go to sohoel. 
I dlu not l'!:now ju/!!t w·hy at that time, bu-ti I wanted to gi,t out 
of that envirt:>.n.men.t. I realiJ@d that 1:t' I 1~i:3W\l.int:>d th~ra 1 ,1-ould 
dr-irt into the e:ituation tht•t mo;:;t of th(! Negroes hdd 1iriftod 
into, til.nd they aid not think anytbixv; about it. I think it was 
what you mi~ht oall a situation thut you did n0t like, and 
dettrnted, yet you remained in it. All duriug my ohildhood I 
fH:1.t1 fights,, drunk:$; and iimn.oral u.ctivitiea., espaeially on the p~rt 
oi' mn.r:rif"d N(i;gro fll$U ~e0klng lWfflQ..t·ried Negro @;i:r.iri as the object 
of thai.r il.f.,tentiotu.i . Aot~ual observation o;tr iffltfto:raJ. cor1duot o.n 
the part of p$rsor1s 1~epreruu1ti1ig both .ractJts was not unoommi.on 
along tho railroad property. 

I neve1~ hat one white £:riend while I \~&.s :;ro.wing up . Mother• s 
employ~r must h :ve be.en nioo to hor. She W<l11ld alwnys send us 
Cxu~iat1naa f;ifts and other toys imd thlnga £rm.~ titJW to tiriw. She 
«H.trtt ul': :BB. guns one~.. tit'ft WO\A.lrt i~o up and down the tzraokfJ hunting 
1u1d aoroeti"1&1 W<Hild ~ot into fi.&hts. dth thG whit!J kijs. l~ 
·vn1.s almost tho same way any kids fight-... nothing se;rious--just 
for the tun of fighting, they wou.l.d yell "Mi.r;ger" at \.Ul, or we 

ould ,11:dl them ,tl,eokerwoo1S11
, '

stPa.ttiesf' • or- "0hfiok0r-necks" 
__ (beNiuse white p~1ople' IS' ekin ia or-1-.t.oked whon the:, get old). nnd 

the fight would start. Thst d: ,i not ltappen vt1.ry t>ften and it 
was a · ao:rt of eeoret am•mg ul'l never to say anyth.1:ng to our 
pa.r-ent.s ia.bout fighting with the whites. It think it waa the 
e~m.e m:y i.'tith the whites not to tell their parontt1. fie had tha'ti 
muoh eanse* 

th1til l came- to Oklahoma. City I had no•t given 'Whi to p~opl• 
much e.twntion .. I had n dittr-ust or white peopl@. I knew they 
were ta.kin,~ somi,thing from us1 that they ho.d better achools 
thim we <i1~1 . This wu nerthing inati.ll1;1d by my mothar. t'tother 
ooeptod onnditions and did not te~ch us to hate anybody. Some 

of our p~ople feel inferior, 'but I never .ha.vo. l'ra 1-)o~i-tive. 
I just aid not .foel inferior. • om~timee . ¥ owr1 ps-0ple do not 
underl}tand me. 

U' it h.a.d not bE>en for my mot.her l don• t knm,v wh~. t would 
ha.Vii) beoom-e of me. iiho had littlQ eduo~tion.. ju4t the fmirth 
or fifth E;rfl.da, )Ut ah0 ha.cl hith hopoa for her· boys. She p. t)­
von,ted us f'rmn 1 allin5 into nany of these pH;falls. lt was a 
r;ood. hbtnEh rlt; moved three times in el0van ye:~rs. She never 
owi1od homa m1l;il a· yuar Md a half 8.t10• Thia owne about 1,y 
my brothtlrs toing to th-0 Ii!. y fiU d hor ;;ettin& an allot ent. 
One of rrcy b:rothars .' s out or the army now.. H~~ is a shine boy 
in A:rd..>nOl"'fi. Ho graduated from tho hit;h school there., and he 
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pl ns to ::,o bo.cc to school and ttlke a buoiness oourse under the 
G. I. llill., 

I aa.-nu t.o Okln.hmna City, hure my f ~thor and his wife liv-e, in 
order to i;o to 8ohool • 

. Ie went to th<:i Baptist ohuroh, rather rot;ularly. I have always 
been of u reli ioua tsmpe1·ru:wnt, but my conception of reli ion 

f s a. li ttlo differertt;; from their conception of religion. I 
haven't found rhat I want in th(. field of religion. I think I 

ma~, ~. ind ~hr~t I want in Ji'o.tlu r E.' s ohurch. (I was baptized hen 
I as 7 years old) Lots 0£ th,., pree.ohEWS don't giv-e a.nythinr; and 
s y so aany things that are i'u.l e. In his preaching he states 
fe.ots u.nd o.ooeptod 00110epts that !W.y :reaoonin~; p rson on.n under­
stand. I want to know why. 

I am by nature sensitiw, poraon, but I ould not hn.vo been 
up bore at DouGlaa if I had not ohang d that. I would hn10 been 
,,roed~d ont a l ong timG ~uo• A lot of' poople believe in praatioing 
religion ono day. I believe in praetioi it all t;he time. Th.at. 

is something I believe. 

I began tro111.bone lesnons frorn a private instructor. Ile was my 

uncle. Mother paid him u dollar a lesson for oua year. I got 
into tho baud in ;;hu sovtluth ~re.no. Th highsohool band e.t the 
school wa.a just sturting and I played in that. \,e had par des a.nd 

played for football games. l liko music . 

Then I eam.e up here. I iot into th band up ttere. I also play 
in the achool oroheetra and ning in the ~lee olub. I also attend 
raost of tha aymphony eonoerta. I don't like to play in dance 
orohaatras in our pu lie pl~oes beo us a por~on is likely to Jet 
into trouble. I like the otlwr typea o' musio boat., o. peoially 
olassioa and marches . 

I laarnod to play the piimo by loaming the koyboard nnd I 
already kne n.11 ftfY notoa trmn pl yinz tha tro hone. I !lltto took 
about a month n.nd n half of .1 ssonn. I pr-aotioo nt choo.l now 
without tt·tpervi ion. te h ve four or five- t-ianoe over at Dau,.;las. 
Mrs. Breaux stre-sod thnt it WfiS best to 1:;o to oonoerta. I took 
mu.a1a pprr.u,in.tion fron her. I lave a. m..usi ,, soionoo. and Eni;liah 

major. ot tickets to '1':~he conoerts a.t . 3.16 for the aeaoon. 

It has been necessary to ork a_l the time I hav been up here 
if I am to havo ny spendin, mona.1. I am not working now, but I 
will probably 1:;o to work soon. 

I ork d do .n at Katz dnvstore. The job involved brini;ing 1:u 
supplies r~o.11 the warehouse. I a.lno or .. ed at Enpire BillRrds-.. 
raol~ing balls, ,n,eet).inr, eto. I ohined shoes, and I onoo ·,·orked 
for tuo eaks s a mas seur a.t the YMCA. I quit that j ob . I 
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didn• t like that kind of or ~. It as the ··,ran> type. It' a not 
u.l,;ayn "'OOd to do things you <.on 1 t lik to do. ?ho bo•t .job I 
hail was u port 1 at the Fed~ra.l Reserve Bnn.k. I r.orked tl.tere all 
one su er and 0 ot ahout $125.00 a month. He {l"ot up at 6 .m. The 
job oounisted of .; oppiru.;, cleaning and pol 4 ehing m.o$t of tht.~ day. 

I -~ot in·to tt: hmnf'•room .hon I f'irlit cru.o 'to lJou .~la. Thnt as 
tho .f'irst Or"J'l'Uli&atior1 I f;ot into. 'l'htm I r,ot into t,h\) m ... Y. It 
Wal'l tho b st cluh aver hero. t'fo m,uld 1:1 et •very Thursday morning 
frnro 8 :00 until 8 ,~15. The duoa tor ten o mtn a. ,,e~k. The w y to 
get the due11 i a to sell five Hi-! papers for two oen.ts eaoh. It 
was t i;ht t tima one of tho least expormiv, cluba in the sehoc,l, 
and yet oni, of thn bo~t. At ~h:14-; tl 'lO ,1e i..ad a uhapltdn a.n · he 
,-,oul< read lossonn from tho Dible. Botlitltimes re wouh havo tlis­
cnrnuioxu-1 of' wli.u:t had been r(H:\d. And l;her,-:, was al a.ys the devo­

tional t>.x:eroiser,; and thnt :ras strestwd. It' B not strenaed to u.ny 
largo exttmt now. That haa ha.ppenod 111 l,.ln1ost. all the clubs. 
Thero hao not been vary ruoh to work with du:rin11; tho \"mr. In the 
9-A and l.0-B I m\.e j ,.1.st a i:,.ombur. l v,cn~ked on tho pu.pt,:r A. one of 
tho productiou mtmar;ors. In tho 10 .. A I nu; eloctod prenident or 
the St&\to l-!1-Y for lfo·;rooe,. It wai:; itt a convontion liare. I wu 
re-oleot• d pro i ont of tho St ,to !!i-Y in my f.rnnlor y ftl" n.t n 
meeting in i .u. kot;eo. Our r;pomwr took ua ov-,r tht,re. A out 25 
boys ,,(mt over theru from her~. 

Hoaea. o,,en iu thB c i ,ta.in of the St1 dent Patrol. It is for 
the i;u·ot<,ctio;i: or ti:w :students ttncl ma.nnt_;e:J traffio in tho hall • 
There is ono oaptnin, u ,! t o lieutenants. The o-thara ,u· utJmbers. 
rt io ::poue::ored y tl•e Kiwanis Club of Oklaho City. I bclou.g6d 
to tho Futuro Du1:1inea1.1 L.eadert1 <)f A.raoric , but I wtUl t roppod 
b6cn. oo I r.1isl'led too :;iauy i:l;..:Oti.ngs. It me:l!')ta t 8:10 e..m. ¥1+e had 
ja.oketn tht'!t ore i ·«med out to tho memb rs who had bt,en in the 
olub the lon1.;eat tirnu. I m, s not too into:rtwted in tho things we 
11/'ould do. Thu •: re inait,;nifioant. Thay cl.id not mean nmch to nte. 
Thoy pruaticod typin. , pt.dd <lmHi •twl had i'loat in tho parade., 
(It re ly 1 m•t e.ti irrnignifioant na I try here to make i"t appear.) 

I L; t lons; to the Ohriatinn Youth Council thc\t y u sa me tt ndin ::; 

over nt \lhe cnuro.h. 

I ~o o -i.;he 8hon two or three timeo ll w ok. I unod to f;O .. lmol'lt 
every day. I hf\ve been trying to work it o,m to • bout oneo a ueek. 
MoAt o!' the s ·u,ents •o .f'our or .f'ivt times et ook. They like cow­
boy l nu t:ihoot-t, u chows. ,v ;ry no,, and then th :re :ts a good 
picture. The J 61 thentr-1;1 t.., -thtJ best piot1.trefl. It ia Mogro 
ownc<l u.nd operated. '!hfJ Aldridge is Hegro owned, but white., J 1wii{h, 
operated. Piotureo at the .Aldridge i.re not as .,ood as the ones at 
he Jewel. It ae1e o th t tr id t · J'ttui does not really unde:rutand 
mat the \1gro w;mts. 

Jost of the pioture11 ,-ith 11 re ·re, c, ato a.re not well produced, 
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if tnoy ~ro proc uoed junt for N"f; oes. 'there' t.t sonothin"' ~ rong. 
:r-:vory once in a whilo wo will Get o. 'better pioture. 'fake for 
lnat• noo 'Cv.l(lonia•. It war. '111 colored. I-'; lMted thirty 
inutao Md thoy showed i't 11ith another pioturo i:tnd ohurr;od 

fifty oentr:. They umm.lly nlmri;e twenty--f'\. Vd oonts. gverybody 
ant to see it. "lhey ue t have likAd it. 'ZheJ/ ::: pent th oil· mo.noy 

to aoo it, ut aomt~ of tlw . i .,hts 1.:i:n"o di~,;ut,tin_; nd soru. of tho 
tw~nea war the lov type. ! dlm' t knm .~hethor people liko ·~o ·~o 
to tho oho ·r or whethor they jus ... don't hn.vo any other pl!ioo to go. 
Vle get some t~ood uhovrs. 'f'or· Whom t.he Bell 'lolls' packed tho.a in. 
Ma~:it rlei!roes enjoy tho uarae pioturen that t he hites en..,oy. If 
it is t ';ood p1.oture they don't cnre who pln.ys in it. , e on oyed 
• Gtormy ifonth r' Mi tGabin in the Sky' --thoy ore r,ood pictures 
und well proctuoed. 

I took tho course in phyz:d.o 1 iducntion that is roquire<l at 
Doutln.s. I liked it all .ri ;ht, nt I don't like the id n. of 
;ottin~ out imd i;ettint; thin a ;:1rokan •P• A numbor d<> ~o out 
for r\:c.hlt,·Hos. 

All thio tu.lk nbo·tt hosts u.nd zo:n.bios and superstition uakes me 
aiok. Thoro v.r,-,, ho o,,or, mtUlY people ,1ho bolie'IJ'o in it.. A great 

nuntbor •aho b lievt1 n voodo1.,un, fortune toll1ni; Lmd r;pirib:-talism. 
'~Y notber u~od -t;o work i~'<H'' ~ fnnous lfogro fortune tt1llor. Fortune 
toll ng io just ~ trade. You cot1e in A.tHi t 11 t'1or.1 oomethint; about 
your 11~:·o nnd theJ cnn tell you r.ol':l•tth.i.n;; thn.1; ,till com" out true. 
T.hoy can tell yo,.\ aometh-1.n~. ·1yoflt; ~ ·i th nny rotu,onin .. at all 
ooul<l toll what tti~}\+, ho.ppen in your l il'o ,irtar seeing \that has 
ha.pJH.med in :10 r1l';lJl:Y 0th.or ..Li -:r&.s. Astrolo.~J i •· popnlnr. All this 
he.s a plaoo in the r.iinds of.' iny Uegroes. It l"lout-18he:; ln the 
Iegro oo 1 nity. 

Aftrtr I -=-raduato I will prohahl;r :,:o ~ tr i ,ht t,, t}rn o.r. -;y or navy. 
L tnr I ~tu.th to .;o to t4 oollet;' or univoi·r:,;ity.. At this time I a.a 
thinkin1" H.l)out n church sohool--S • 4• ;u tine' in Hrtlelt;h> forth 
Cu.rolina.. ! wu.nt to truce pro-med. I m int0ret1t tl mostly ln 
poyohio.try. Hidit now I don't know all the qu.1:\lifications 01' a 
psycl iat ist.. - I h&Vt:" begun findint; r ateri 1 on tho present 
p11yobii.itri~; s iz .;_;hn Hnitod I)tf:ltc::i hich he.a b en of' rnuch value 
to .me. 

I read a lot nt the Dunbar Branon Library. no have a. v ry 
fine H.brari n. I find that the library iG OK f.or my present 11eeda,. 
~om of tho books "hioh I can raoull huvin:; read since I havo been 
p;oin~ ·t.o Hou ,l. s are 'On Being u. Heal Poreon' hy Harry l?nerr;o.n. 
Fosdick, • The Violont J:'°'ritmds' by ,linston Cleves, 'Black Boy' by 
Riobard •;ri ;ht-' 'The Doctor Lookli at Love and Llfe •; by Jogeph 
Collirw. 'The Mthios of Ser.• by Rone Guyon, • Intr-oduotion to 
Pi'tychoe.nalynis• by S. Freud, 'So ¥ 11 Rumor bered' by J r,!efl -11lton, 
•short ~;torios' de Anupns ant, t?lnr;n.ificant Obseas ... on•, ' Disp1.1ted 
!'ansar,o•, a. d 'The Robe' by Dour,las, 1 The, it and t"isdon a:!' Ind!.a 
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and China' by Lin Yutane;;i, 'C::n~plute 1,for-kr. of Shab.inpoare' • ' Bsauyu' 
by Enoruon, 'Leavo itur to l'te!tVen• b.1 Bon Am.es 1/lillianrn, ' Fronchiaan• s 
Creukt Maurier, 'Ivanhoe' by Soott, and 'Tale of 'f:w Citioo' by 
Diokmu~. •• 
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