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ABOUT THE DRC
THE DICKINSON RESEARCH CENTER AT 

THE NATIONAL COWBOY & WESTERN HERITAGE
MUSEUM

800,000+ photographs
800+ manuscript collections
65+ years of institutional records
45,000+ books
roughly 900 linear feet of records and objects

The DRC contains the Museum's manuscript, institutional, and
library collections.

Following the Museum's mission, we collect, preserve, and make
available materials associated with general western history,
rodeo history, Native American history, western popular culture,
art and ranching.



PHASE 1 - ARCHIVESSPACE

5 years of advocacy
2021 implementation
January 2022 public launch

Manually ingesting data
Reparative description focus



No real planning, preparation time
Gathered data quickly
Lyrasis did the migration
Started November 2021 and launched May 2022

PHASE 2 - ISLANDORA



ADVENTURES IN ARCHIVES*SPACE

https://archives.nationalcowboymuseum.org/





JUMPING INTO THE MIDDLE

using local sources due to
lack of LoC headings gave

us the space to create
and/or use more equitable

terms



A R C H I V E S*S P A C E  S U B J E C T SL E G A C Y  F I N D I N G  A I D  S U B J E C T S



WHAT'S IN A SUBJECT TAG?



WE REALIZED THAT MULTIPLE STAFF
MEMBERS WORKING ON A PROJECT MEANT

MULTIPLE OPINIONS ON WHAT IS THE
"CORRECT" TERM

From our internal ArchivesSpace standards working doc



ISLANDORA







Policy
Create an internal Metadata Values Statement
Create guidelines and dictionary specific to
Islandora metadata creation 

Remediation
Identify priority collections for remediation
Research inclusive subject heading language
specific to our collections

Local Dictionary
Create a subject heading and name authority
dictionary for Museum and Rodeo terms 

ISLANDORA METADATA PROJECT 





contact information

K E R A  N E W B Y
knewby@nationalcowboymuseum.org

 

S A M A N T H A  S C H A F E R
sschafer@nationalcowboymuseum.org

L U L U  Z I L I N S K A S
lzilinskas@nationalcowboymuseum.org

G E N E R A L  D R C  C O N T A C T
https://nationalcowboymuseum.org/drc/ 

 

askarchives@nationalcowboymuseum.org


