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. CHAPTER! 

0--ENERAL IHTRODUCTTON. 

1. THK PURPOSE OF THIS THESIS": It is the purpose o.f· 

this thesis. to trace public school development in Greer, 

county a.na.: s:how how consolid:&tion of· schools· is. mee"t:ing 

the educational needs of the people for less money than 

moving o.r send"ing the chi.l.dren away to s:chool, ~nd that 

it prolongs the continuity of the home life ~nd helps to 

build up a sturdy, c·on.t.ented:, an.d: intelligent people in 

the c.ount.ry. 

2. vVHAT DOES ao.NSOLIDAT.ION MEAN? 

A. nr THE UNITED STATES: The ine~ning of' 

consolidation, 1,;1,s the term is· defined by law, 

iS' not the same in alL the state~r of the Uhion. 

For instance: In Georgia consolida.tton may or may 

not include l'iigh school cours:e·s, In Ne·va.d:a it is 

to proiiide elementary scho;ols only. ln Okla.g.oma 
( 

transpo.rta.tion or· pupils f.s mand'atory. No sta:ta· 

includes in i£s definition all the features of the 

common notion, namely, union of' districts·, h:ig.lt 

school instruction, ~nd tracnsportation o.f pupils. 

combine districts for the purpose of giv.ing 

higher and more thorough c.ourses of stu.dy. I 

E. IN 01:U.AHOMA: In this sta.te aonsolid$.,tion. 

means the .oo:mbination of two or more d1strict.s 



.. 

or parts of die.tricts to form a larger district 

which sha.11 tr<)..nsport all pupils living two or 

more miles from the school building and which 

shall give higher and more thorough courses of 

stua:y. It is the spirit of the law and the 

custom of consolidated schools in Oklahoma to 

offer from one to four yea.rs of high school work. 2 

3., SPREAD OF COiiS,OLIDATION Ill THE UNITED STATES Al.iJD 

IN. OKLl\JIOYA. 

A. UNITED STATES: Consolidati.on. began in the"' 

New .England states during the nineteenth century. 

Progress ha.$ been stead.y and the> resul"ts per

ma.nent. making the perc;entage of one room schoolS' 

very low in these states. The movement has 

gradually gone southward and westward.with the 

spread. of civ.il.ization until practically all 

state·s of the union have recognized its valu.e 

and- encourage its adoption in some fo_rm. 3. 

B. OKLAHm!J.A: The movement for consolidation of 

schools began in Oklahoma in this the twentieth 

century. The first schools were consolidated in 

191:1, in the western part of the state and. con,... 

solidation has sprea.d· over almost the entire 

seventy seven C;ounties within twelve years• time. 

TABLE NO. 1. 

SHOWING THE NIDJIBER OF CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS 

BY- COUNTIES. 

3. 

The following eleven counties have no consolidated 



schools: 

Ad~ir 

Cherokee 

Ghocta.w 

Coal 

Delaware 

Ha.skell 

Kay

L.a.t:i,.mer 

Love 

lv1ayes 

Osage 

'I\he fo . .llowing nine coun.ties have one uonsolidated 

school: 

Bryan 

Cotton 

Jefferson 

Lincoln 

ota·wa 

S'eminolfr 

Harmon Mq,rray Stephens 

The following fourteen c·ounties have two con-.

solidated schools: 

Atoka.· 

· Clevela.nd 

Graig 

Ell.i.s 

Garvin 

Leflore 

Marsh.al 

MCLain, 

.McCurtain 

Muskogee 

Pontotoc 

Pushmataha 

Rogers· 

Sequoyah 

The following ten counties have three cons:olidated' 

schools: 

Comanche 

Creelc 

Garfield 

Grant 

Ma.jor 

Noble 

Okfuskee 

Pi t.tsbttrg 

Wagoner 

The following three c:ounties have four consolidated 

schools: 

Logan Payne 

The following ten counties ha.ve five consolidated 



Alfalfa. 

Custer 

G;rady;· 

Harper 

Kingfisher 

Kiowa 

McIntosh 

NOWq1,ta,4 

Potowa.tomie 

"'Jflashingt.on. 

The following seven counties have six. consolid-ated: 

schools:. 

Blaine Garter· 

Canadian Cimarron 

Hughes 

.Tulsa 

Washita 

The following three counties· have seven consolidated: 

sch.ools: 

Cadxlo 

The foll.owing three counties h~ve eight consolidat.ea: 

schools: 

Dewey- 1'exas Tillman 

The following four counties have nine c.onsolidatea; 

schools: 

Beaver 

Oklahoma 

Okmulgee Rogermilis· 

The following county ha.s eleven consolidated: schools: 

Johnson 

The following county has twelve consolidated schools: 

Jaakson_ 

The following county has thir.teen consolidated schools: 

Greer. 

Total Number of Consolidated Schools L."1. Olclahoma 2881.,. 

4 



4., LEGISLATION C:O:NGERNING CONSOLIDATION OF SCHOOLS 

IN OKLAHOJ\tlA. 

Ai PROCEDURE FOR FORMING CONB0LIDA'rEU f£CH00LS: 

Okl®.homa statu te·s provide that two or more distriots, 

or parts of districrts,. or. single districts ha.ving 

the required. area and! valu~tion, may pet.ition the 

County Superin.tendV"nt to call. an election a.t 

which the people in. the p:ropos.ed· consolidated.: 

dlst~ciat may by a majority vote o.f the ele:ctors 

vot.ing at the elec.tion d.e·termine whether or not the 

d~striets~ or parts of districts, shall be ~nita~ ta 

f.orm a consolidated s.chool. The petition mu-s.t be 

signed by at· 1east fifty percent of the qtta.lified 

elect,ors of the territory to be c.onsolidated .. 

· The County Superintendent mt.1-st post. five notices of 

the said special elec;tion in each. of the districts~ 

or pa.rts of distric,ts, ten days prior to the meeting; 

publish it in· two consecutive issues of the loc;al 

we:ekly paper if there be one; and mail notic,e of 

same to. each voter residing in the districts, or 

pcy,rts of districts, proposed to be c;onsolidatea:. 

A majority wins and if the election is.in fayor Of 

c,o.nsolidation, the old distric.ts are disorganized 

by order of the County Superintendent. 

B. DISTRICT RE"QUIREI\/lENTS: Gonsolidat.ed d:istric,ts, 

must have a minimum of tv.tenty five square miles of· 

territory and a minimum assessed valµation of two. 

hu:ndred thousand dollars, or they may have less 

l 
I 



than t:went:r five.: square miles if the Vt\luation 

is equal t.o or exceed:s. fiv:e nundred thousand dollars, .. 

If the territory lies· in tv'lO or more c.a,unties the· 

Superintenctents of these countie:s· muat act together 

a boa.rd c.ons is ting of a director,, clerk, ancI one 

member. . l t must 8$sume or pay all debts and takes: 

over all ass:ets of its constituent district.s. I.t 
' 

is a booy corporate and can c:ontra.ct, sue ~nd b.e 

. sued in the person oL its directors. It. must. have 

name or number or both and mus.t hold annual meetings. 

C. DUTIES OF TH:8 BOARD: The board must furnish 

transportation in comfortab]_~ vehicles for all 

students living two or more miles from the school 

house. Note: By a majority vote of the people 

· trans·portation may be had· for pupils within the: 

two mile limit. Aside from transporta.tion problems 

the duties of the.consolidated school board arer 

essentially the same as those. o.f the common school 

distric,t. 

D. STATE AID FUND: 11 All land·s and funds that ha.ve 

. heretofore been,or me.y here.after be ,derived: from 

the. sa.le thereof, embra.c.ed in Section 3$, according 

lit'S county ,,,existed prior t.o November l.6, 1907., 

together with all lands selecte.d in I.ieu tl1ereo.f, 

and the: proc:eed·s of all rentals, intrest and: sa,les: 

accrued, or tlla"t may a,ecrue therefrom, shall be set 



~si.d·e and crred"ited· to a fund which is hereby 

created· to be kno,Nn as the I trnion Graded· o.r 

Consolidated School Di.st"rict Fund: ~ the sa.me to 

be used only to assist in co:nstru.cting or paying 

for s·chool buildings for consolidated school 

dis;tricts that have been, or may hereafter be, 

c,onstructed'. under existing laws pe.rtatninff t.o 

Union Graded or Consolidated· School Districts~ 

11 Note: Chapter 34, Sess·ion Laws 1913\ setting 

aside all. of" see:tion 33. Fund· for a.id of 

consolidated a.nd Union Graded Districts, was repe·ale:·a: · 

by Hous.e Bill 501, Session Laws 1917, which leaves 

sec:t:Lon 3o· of' Greer c.oun ty the only land.s in the 

State Aid Eund ~ School Laws of Oklahoma 1921, 

Article VII, Section 171. 

K. , STATE POLICY: n Resolved, by the House of' 

Representatives, the Senate concurring therein: 

That it is hereby d·ec:J,.ared to be the policy of the 

state of Oklahoma that Union Graded or Conso;lidated: 

S.chools heretofore or hereafter organized a.s 

provided· by law shall have all flnanc;ia.l a:ssis·tanoe 

necessary: to the development of said: Union Grad-ed· 

or c·onsoli.dated S(4)hools to their highest point of 

efficiency; and the revenues of the state are by 

this resolution pledged to the support. of said: Union 

Graded or Consolidated f3'c·hools, along· with other 

nec:essary expenses: of state gGc:v.ernment~.· H. G. 

Resolution Number 25:, Session Laws· 1917. 



F'. DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS: It is the duty of 

State Board of Education to distribute the 

consolidated funds according to scholastic 

population among· the c,oun.ties having such schools. 

Money not to exceed:· in amount twenty fiv-e hundred· 

dollars is available to supplement I.ocaJ. funds for, 

building· purposes. 

Appendix A contains the laws of Oklahoma 

concerning the cons.olidation of school.a~ 
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CHAPTER II 

T.E;E . EARLY SCHOOLS'. lll . GREER COUNTY: 

1. THE FORMAT.IVE PERIOD: 

A. GREER COUNTY A PAH:T· OF TEXAS: In the year 1.890 

the Attorney-G~neral of ther· UJ:1;it.ed· Sta.te·s: Watr 

a.uthoriz·e·d; by Congress: t.o bring· sui.t 1n the Supreme 

Court· aga.inst Texas to g~t possess.ion of Greer· 

c·ourity a.nu to e:stablieh the Sot1.th Blf:~~~ or· the Redi 

Riv.er as the s·tat.e0 . line·. B.y the Court .. ' s aecisrian 

in M~y, 1896, Greer county was; made a part of 

Oklahoma. Up to this tmm.e it had all. the la.ws and 

rights of any other Texas: a.aunty a.nd s·chools· were 

r-eguJ.arlY. . organized and: taught. in:·· half' dug-ou:ts 

where enough people lived to sustain. tnem. 6, 

H. Vlh'Y LARGE SCHOOL DISTRICTS? Owing to the f'act 

that Greer county at this time was a thinly settled 

stock country and that the land was low, in price 

t.he school distriq:ts were necessarily made large: 

in Order to include enough. taxable property and: a.,· 

sufficient numbe~ of students to maint.a:in. ·si school" 

These large. districts a.c.eustomed· the people to 

thinki.ng· in terms of large g~ographical uni ts· and. 

virith. the leve-1 open nature of the country helped. to 

pave the way for still larger consolidated· districts.· 

in later times. 7 

C\ GREEK COUNTY REDUCED · IN SIZE: Greer· county was 
. 

under territorial government. from 1896 to J:907;~. 

Since Statehchod in 1907' Old- Greer county has given 





1L. 

up Jackson county on the south, Harmon county on 

the west and a pa.rt of Beckham county on the north. 

Thus it has been greatly reduced in size, has li:ved 

under five flags:, changed as a county three times 

a.nd has never lost its name. The publi·c schools 

have been greatly retarded because of these changes. 

2. WHAT ·wERE THE MATERIAL CONDITION. OF THE SCHOOLS 

JUST. PRIOR TO CONSOLIDATION? 

A. NUMBER AND TYPE OF' SCHOOL BUILDINGS·: In 1909i., 

previous to consolidation, there were fifty two 

school di~itricts in Greer county. There were as 

many school hous.es as distric:ts,. These buildings 

c.onsisted of one and two rooms, occassionally three 

rooms were bud.It. With the exception of Mangum and 

Granite the buildings-of the various districts were 

in ra,ther poor repair. Some were not much better 

than the half dug-out type so prevalent in former 

days. The windows were not ~rranged to meet. the 

needs of the children 1 ei.ther for light or venti::i..a:tion •. 

B. THE INTERIOR EQUIPMENT OF THE SCHOOLS·: 

a. The de.sks were mostly of the double type,. 

Owing to the great variaition in sizes .of 

children the desks could not be adjusted agreeably 

to meet the physical needs of all the pupils .. 

Many of the schools had no desks for the 

teachers.• 

b. The $toves:· were unjacketed~ and usually 

placed near the c:enter of the floor. During 



cold weather much confusion and s.uffering 

were caused: bybtfits method of heating. 

c. The.re were but few maps, reference books, 

or other helps in these schools·. Many of" tehm 

were not provided: with sufficient bla..ck board·s. 

The boards were not arranged relative to the 

size of the pupi.ls. 

C. :PLAYGROUNDS OF THE OLD SCHOOLS: 

a. The average size school ca.mpus. was one acre, 

suhstr&.c.ting from this the spa.c.er obs.tructed· by 

the buildings, it would leave about one half 

acre for play ground. 

b. 'There W:E'j.$ no pl~.y equipment furnished from 

public funds. Pla.y activities were very limited 

for lack of space and equipment. 

D. S.ANITA..BY GOI:{DITIONS. OF THE OLD SCHOOLS: 

12 •. , 

a. The common broom was used and: sweeping- was done 

in tl1e pre.senc.e of the children, usually at noon 

or attring reeess. 

b. The water came from the open top cistern or 

well which was rarely i.f ever cleaned out.. The 

common dipper and bucket were used· and never 

w~.she,d· or dlsinf.ected. 

c:. Many .of the toilets -vvere not set over pi ts. 

The excretions. were scattered by wind and rain, 

or became. breeding places for flies and. germs, 

No disinfect&l.nts were used'• rz· 

3. CHILDREN IN 'l'HE EARLY SYST':Elvl OF SCHOOLS:: 



A. m.m: NUMBER TN SCHOOL: Greer- a:bunty s.chool 

records for 1916, a typica.l year :!:or pre-consoTid~ted. 

schools,· show the following facts: 8 

TABLE NO. 2:. 

SHOWING POPULATION, ATTENDANCE', G·RADUATES:, 

LENGTH OF TER.i\/l, COST PER PUPIL, 

AND LEVY. 

Population of Greer·Gounty 

Scholastic: Enumeration 

Number E'nroll.ed' •in Schoo1. 

Percent of. Enrollment( pas.eel on 

.enumeration) 

Percent of Attendance( Bets.ad on. 

enumeration). 

Percent. of Atte.ndanc.e(_has·ed on. 

enrollment )> 

Number c.ompl&ting eight grade 

Numher· c.omple·ting high: school. 

Numoer of rural school districts 

Average Length of Term in Months 

Average Cost per Month for.a pupil 

Average :Monthly Cost o-f Schools 

Total Cost for Term of 6½' Mo·nths 

Average· Levy in Mills:: 

l:6-, 449 

4 .268. t 

124 

o: 

47; 

$4.00 

4. T.EAGI-IERS IN THE EARLY SCHOOLS·: The· f'ollowing: table 

taken from the county ·record.a of 191.6. shows the status: 

of tea.chars: in the pre-consolidated schools·: 9 



T:i&BLE: ND.. . 3\,. 

SHOVllliG THE NUMBER OF TEACJ-IERS, THE STANDING' 

OF TEACBJIBS MID SALARIES OF TEACHERS' •. 

Number of Teachers holding Sta.te Certificates O 

Number of Texa.che,rs holding Firsrt Grade 

County c·ertifico.a.tes 

Number of Te:a.c:he-rs holding· S-ec·ond: 

Grad;e. o·oun ty c:ertifi'ca:~e-s: 

Mumber· of T'eache:rs holding Third 

Grade County Certificates 

Total Number of Teachers Empl.oyed', 

Average l\aonthly Sa1ary o.f Teachers 

Average Annual S.ala.ry of T'E:!~chers(a½ 

Months): 

Amount Pa.id. T.eachera Each Month 

L.ength. o.f s·chool Term in Months 

Note: Sa.1.aries higher be.cause. of war. 

50 

9.6. 

$89:.oo 



CHAPTER ITr 

CONSOLIDATION IN GREER COUNTY 

1. THE ADVOCATES OF CONSOLIDATION: 

A. COUNTY SUPERINTE111JENTS: Consolidation of 

schools in.. Greer county is not a mere accident 

or happen so. It is the result of the work:i.ng ou.t 

of well defined,~ school policies through years of 

t.oil by those in charge of the public school system .. 

rt is the fruit of edu.cat.iona.1 progress. A great 

movement like consolidation of schools where old 

customs are changed and new expenditures of energY, 

~~.nd money made, and where there is more or l,ess. 

ground for specula.tive arguments over c.onf1icting 

int:rests, must have earne,st, able, energetic 

advocates and supporters or it can not live. 

Fortunati:)ly for consolidation, Greex· county has 

had a progressive line of superintendents. 

Previous to 189.6 Greer county was a part of 

TexqJ.,s and the cheif executive of the schools was the 

county judge. In lB96 it was transferred by the 

Supreme Court of the Uni tect States to Old~.homa 

territory and the office of Superintendent of 

Public Schools was, created· by existing lavv of the 

territory. Thomas E. Jones was elec.ted to fill the 

place. In 1897 K. C. Cox succ;eederl lvir. Jones and 

deserves honorable mention for his industry and 

organizing ability. He helped to establish the 

G-rani te Normal which .was later. d t - move-· o Wea.therf ord 
1 

____j 





and was instrumental in bringing some of the best 

lecturers and ed·uc.ators . there to lecture and to 

teach. 

?vliSS Laura Moore was ele.rctea: in 1.901.She 

re1Lised· the school records, established the 

boundary lines of each district and kept a complete 

and' sapQ\..r$..te record for ea.c:l'L district, one of which 

bears her name till this day. The schools prospered. 

d"uring the two terms of her a:dministra:.tion and her 

deep impress is $till fe.lt in the. school life of 

Greer c.ounty. She was suc.ceeded by J. E. Taylor in 

1905. 

During 1/Jr .. Taylor• s two terms of service, the 

scholastic population of the county increased 

almost one hundred percent., Niner one room school 

houses were. bu.il t i11. lieu of the half' ffug-outs then 

so prevalent. rrhese houses were signs of a. new 

educational a.walrening and a new growth destined to. 

bear fruLt in the following administration of 

George W~ Sims who held the office fro.m 1909 to 

1913. During this time Brinkman and Midvvay were 

consolidated whi.ch were among the first. schools of 

their kind in Oklo,homa. And a.s' one chronicle.r a.ptly:c 

says: 0only a county superintendent of the spirit 

of G. W. Si.ms could s·to.rt such. a new thing in the 

west a..11.d mal<:e a real success. of it~' 

The next two terms. were filled by Kate Terry. It 



was. during her time that Union Gracted School 

number l was formed and the three story brick 

school houEie at Reed was erected. She inaugurated. 

annual c.ounty track meets which were not excelled 

elsewhere in the state. 

The deeds so far were splend•id foundation stones 

deeply laid. in the soil of educational development 

l:l.nd it remained only for the touch of a master hand 

to finish the structure and present a magnif i.cient 

unified whole. to the gaze of the world. That ma.st1ET· 

\iras found in the person of Mil ton Butler who 

occupied the educational throne from July 1, 1917 

to June l, 192Q;. After graduating from the Ma.ngum 

high school Butler taught one year in the·county 

and then went to the University at Norman. He 

returned from Norman, taught the Reed school two 

yea.rs and was then e1ec,ted county superintendent. 

The conditions and needs of Greer county schools were 

f~miliar to hi.m, and he, b@ing a good leader and 

organizer, succeaded' in c.onsolidat.ing eleven schools. 

At the close of his reign, terminated by res,ignation 

June 1, 1920, the fifty two original diEJtricts were 

reduced to twenty six, as follows: 

TABLE NO. 4. 

SHOWING CONSOLIDATED, UNION tgRADED, VILLAGE·, 

TEIREE ROOM, TWO ROOM, ONE ROOM DI:3-TRIGTS 

AND PERCENT O:F STUDENTS HAVING 

HIGH S'CHOOL ADVAN'l'Am~s. 



schools for a more uniform course of study.. The 

children of our transitory tenant farmers moving 

from one district to another at the end of the year 

often are required to completely alter or a.bandon 

a course alrea.dy partially developed. A standardfzed 

c.ourse will materj,ally assist. in securing aff iliat.ion 

in some of our unaffiliated schools. It will safe ... 

guard the intrests of the High School pupils again::it 

the whim or e:c;c.entrici ties of any one~ This 

quotation spea.k:s: for itself. The work is being 

successfully directed by Mr. Jones. l.O. 

B. BOARD OF EDUCATIONS: The county superintendents, 

however, did, not d.o all the worl-c ne,ce·s:sary t.o 

consolidate or otherwise adva,nce the schools. Their 

leadership has been a.bly supported by the Boards of 

,Nducation. These men were almost invariably in 

favor of conso.lidation and often it was their 

influ.enc.e and untireing efforts that the movements 

carried in the election;:;. The success of the schools. 

after consolidation has largely depended u1Jon the 

ability of the various board·s to perfect workable 

plans for fi.nanc.ing the schools. 

c. CITIZENS: s·ad to sa..y but true rnost of the 

opposition came from citizens to whose children the 

. better school would be and has since been a great. 

boon. Al though some argued against c.onsolidat ion 

and filed injunctions in court to stop 1·t, yet most 

of them fq1,vored i.t and by their votes consolidation 

7 





in Greer county became a reality. 

D. TEACHERS: Although many teachers lost their 

jobs, and others s,t great expense $;Cquired higher 

certificates and held their jobs, yet they 

fallowed the lead o.f .their superintend:ents and 

willingly. ma.de the personal sa.crifice. 

E'. FA.:'lM: ORGANIZATIONS: The Farmeri:, 1 Uhion was· 

ac.tive for consolid·ation and did excellent ;.nmrk 

in some places,.. There were very few farm or 

country organizations at thi2, time in Greer 

20. 

county. So much fo.r the advocates. of consol ida-t ion. 

ll. 

2~ LIST OF SCHOOLS, DATE OF CONSOLID.:a:rroN. AND 

EDUCATIONAL ST.ATUS. 

TABLE NO. 5. 

SHOWING NAME OF SGHOOL, DATE OF CONSOLIDATION, 

AND ACCEPTABLE UNIT CREDITS. 

Name Date Creditsr 

Br ink.man Q,-1 191.0 l6J 

Mid.way G-2 1910 0: 

Liberty C--3 191.'7 0 

Ozark C-4 1918 0 

East View G-5 1919 0 

:B'airview Q';...6 1.919: 0 

City View C-7 1919. ~ 

Lake Creek Q..;8 1919 o,: 

Ocina G-9 1920 0 



----------------:--------------,--------------------~ - - -~ - -

Name Credits 

G-10 

Cen.tralvue C-11 

Willow C-12 

Plainview C-1.3 

lH.20 

1920 

1920 

0~ 

0 

lfl 

0 

The first two districts were consolidated 

while Sims was superintenffent, and the remaind:er 

during the Butler'""Pruett Administration. i2 · 

_ 3.. DISTRIBUTION OF lt"'UNDS TO CONSOLIDATED AND.· 

NON-CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS. 

TABLE NO • 6,. 

SHOWING IN CONTP~ST THE AMOUNT OF MONEY PAID 

FOR CURRENT F,XFE!:JSES BY THE S:'rATE TD 

CONSOLIDATED AND NON-CONSOLIDATED 

SCHOOLS IN GREER COUNTY? 

c.onsolidated Schools Non-Con sol i da.tea: Scho o1 s· 

21. 

Name 

Liberty , G-3 

Amount Amount.: 

Ivii dway C-2 

La.ke oreekG-8 

CentralvueG-11 

Ozark C-4 

500 

500 

500 

Fairview C-6 500., 

Ladesso C-10 500 

Total 

l.3 

Jay Buckle D. 158 

Reed D. -.62 

White F1a.t n. 91 

Hester D. 24. 

Reel Top 

Total 

50Ct 

450-



4~ THE AivIOUNT OF MONEY PAID FOR BUILDIHG PURPOSE'S 

BY THE STATE 'I'.0 . CONS01'IDATED SCHOOLS OK 

GREER COUNTY. 

TABLE NO. 7. 

SHOWING THE l'l.MOUNT OF lJIONEY PAID FOR BUILDilJG 

PURPOSES BY THE STATE ·ro CONSOLIDATED 

SGH00L~t OF GREER CUDNTY. 

Name of School 

Fairview C-6 

Eastview C-5 

Lake Creek C-8 

Midway C-2 

Plainview c..,..13 

City View G-7 

Gen tral vu:e G-11 

5. BDJ;LDINGS: 

An1ount 

:1~2 5.00 
1f ' 

2,500 

2,5'00 

1,250 

2,500 

1,250 

A. THE TYPE OF BUILDINGS: The consolid-ated 

school buildings are ;;tll rrioffern built a..nd range 

in sizer from four to twelve rooms. Pra.ctically 

all of them have a:udi toriums and library rooms 

in ad'ffi ti.on to the regular a.lass rooms. V{ith 

the exception of one or two wood structures 

the buildings are made of brick and cement and: 

are all quite a ttr.active ih. appeara.nce. 

B. EQUIPMENT OF BUILDINGS: 

a. Interior: 

22. 



l'. Single desks anc1 a.rm chairs used in 

class rooms. 

2 1 ? Des.ks and chairs provid:ed in recitation 

rooms for teachers. 

3'. Laboratory equipment. is provicted in 

schools a·oing se~ondary work. 

23. 

4 1 • Libraries are provided and: being i.ncreas.ed 

annually. 

5'. Electric light systems are in some of the 

schools. 

5,-. Floors are oiled· and not dry-m•rnpt. 

7 1 • Good blackboards are in all the schools •. 

8 1 • Maps for history, anatomy, agricul.ture, 

ancr so forth are usually provided enough 

to adequat.ely meet. the need:s of the schools. 

9.,t. Mod:ern heat.ing systems in all the schools. 

10'. Fire extinguishers in most. schools. 

b. Exterior of Buildings: 

l'. Modern drinking fountains and pressure 

systems>. 

2 1 • Wells ~nd cisterns with sanitary tops 

a.nd: ca.sings. 

3' • \Vat.er filters,. 

4•. Teacher~ges for a large per cent of 

the S'Chools. 

5•. vYagons, and" automobiles •. 



6 •. Sheds for wagons and· truc,ks .. 

7 1 • Coal houses-- some times in basement. 

8'. stock pavilions for demonstration and 

stoci~ jutlging,., 

9•. Sanitary toilets but some are in need

of improvement. 15 

6. PLAY GROUNDS: 

A. SIZE' OF PLAY- GROUNDS-: The play ground's are 

from two to ten. acres in size. 

B. EQUIPMENT QF PLAY GROUNDS: 

a~ Rac.e Tracks 

b. Steel swings 

c. See-saws, 

d. Ocean waves 

e., Cfi~nt strides 

f. Basket b~ll, tennis, and' ~olley hall courts 

g. Croquet. sets 

h. Base ball diamonds 

i. Pi ts and poles for .,;umping, vaulting, etc. 

j. Gyrnn~siums ( Used also for basket ball ) 

Not all the schools are so fully equipped but 

the above list shows the play apparatm:l" that is 

quite common to all the consolidated schools~ l6, 

7., CHILDREN.IN CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS: 

A." GREER GOUN'TY RECORDS REL.ATIV:B: TO CHILDREN FOR 

1921 JtUST AFTER SCHOOL CONSOLIDATION SHOW THE 

FOLLOWING FACTS. 



TABLE NO. 8. 

SHOWING. THE POPULATION o:F' COUNTY, SCHOLASTIC 

ENUMERATION, ATTENDANCE, lJUMBER OF 

GHADUATRS ,. LENGTH OF' TERM, AND 

GOST OF SCHOOL., 

Population of County 

Scholastic Enumeration 

Number Enrolled in School 

Average Da.ily Att.end@.nce 

Percent of Er1rollment(based on 

enumeration) 

Percent of Attend:a.nca(based on 

4,2L4, 

4t03.4. 

3,3n't 

enumeration) ?Bl% 

Percent of Attencl.;;mce (based on enrollment) 82;t 

Number completing eight gra.de 210, 

Number c.ompleting high school 4.'Z 

Number of rura..l school districts 25~ 

Averai.ge length of term in months 7,. 2 

Avera.ge cost per month for a pupil :i4,.51.. 

Average monthly c:ost of schools :;?1.8 ,198. 30 

Total cost of schools per term of 

seven and two tenth months 

Average lev.y in mills 14 



·a. TEACHERS IN C.ONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS.! 

A. THE FOLLOWING T:tillLE SHOWS TELE NUMBER AND 

~UALIFTCATIONS OF TEACHERS. IN lL~:21 AFTER THE 

COlTSOLIDAT ION OF rrH..-S THIRTEEN SCHOOLS. 

TABLE NO. 9. 

SHOWING :NUMBER AND QUALIFICATIONS OF TEACHERS 

IM GREER COUNTY AFTER CONSOLIDATION. 

Number of te.achers holding State certificate's 10 

Number of teachers holding First. Grade 

County certificates 

Number of teachers holding Second Grade 

County certificates 31 

Number of teachers holding Third Grade 

County certificates 21 

Total number of teachers Ill 

Averra.ge .. monthly salary ;~1.?,.8 

Average term sala.ry(?,, •. 2 months) $1 , 281. eR1 

Amount p~id t.eachers each month ~~rit,9?a.ao 

Total. cost of teachers per year i~I.:29,441.~60 

Length of average school term in months 7.2, 

Note:. Salaries higher because of war. IB 

9. TRANS'P0R'fATT0N nr CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS: 

A. COMPLETE REPORTS FROlvI ALL THE SCHOOLS ARE. 

NDT OBTAINABLE. THE FOLLOWING TABLE IS TAIIBN 

FH.OM THE REPORT OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT FOR 

l,922. ONLY TEAT Pfu<-1.T OF THE REPOR'r TP...AT PERTAINS . 

TO GREER COUNTY SCHOOLS IS HERE GIVEN. 



Na;me of

School 

Brinkman 

Mi<J_way 
I 

Liberty 

Eastv:iew, 

Fairview 

City View 

TABLE NO. 10. 

SHOWING AREAS, VALUATION, APPROV-BD ESTD,IATES, 

AMOUNT PAID T1~ACHERSi NUMBER OF PUPILS 

TRANSPOR'fED AND COST OF- TRANSPORTATION. 

Area in va.l.uation Approved Amt. pd. · No. of:Annual. 

sq. rni. 

27 $.655 ,2?,Q, 

3:3 4.77,645 

2r.:: 0 4.26, 009. 

54 57.3,Q?8 

25 416,49:0~ 

2? 476:,4.98~ 

Estimate for tea. pupils amt .. 

,l>lJ 41.1. 'Z 'it. • , ~v 

8,59:0 

6,100 

I0,2a% 

7.,520 

6.,135 

salary 

$7,577 

4, 69-0. 

4,lfiO: 

5,400 

5,400, 

3 ,67.G 

pd. for 

transp. 

l.63. :;P 9 "00 ~p ~<oo!t.~ 

170 2450 

4Z 1375 

2}3'5 2500 

142 18-◊0 

Lake Creek_ 5ff 491,00.Q 9.,a3.s~ 5, 5179.: 

185 1750 

240, 3;Q8Q 

100. 900 Plainview 25 20O,0Q()'; 3, 59!2: l,820 

Note; Average carrying c:ost per pupil per year is 

:Name of 

School 

Eastview 

TABLJI NO. IL. 

SHOWING OvVW:ERSHIP OF MOTDRS, SALARIES- OF 

DRIVERS AND NU:MHER OF PUPILS HAULED. 

Motor Trtmsportat:Lon 

Motors own0d Total Monthl.y 

by Dist. by Ci ti-- salaries of 

zens drivers of motors 

of Dist. Cit. 

<:l a ,;;145 
'iY 0 

$12.06. 

Number of 

pupils 

hau1-ed 

21.9 



No.me of" 

Ozark 

Liberty 

Mangum 

Plainview 

Gen tralvu. e 

Lake Greek 

City View 

Fa.irvi.ew 

Liberty 

lJiidWay 

Brinkman 

\ 

Motors owned by 

Dist. 

3 

1 

0 

Cits. 

0 

Total monthly salaries 

of drivers of motors 

28. 

Number of 

Pupils 

owned by · Hauled~ 

Dist. Cits. 

0 

0 

13fr 

24 

62 

Wagon Transporta.tion 

3 

6 

8 

5 

ff 

2-

7 

?: 

0 

0 

0 

Q_ 

a 
0 

a 

0 

405 

2fr0. 

31.5 

350 

a 
n 

0 

0 

0 

0 

a 

0 

1am 

208 

240 

185 

142 

42 



GHAPTER IV. 

A.."R.GUMENTS AGAINST C0NSOLIDAT.IOIT. 

IT- IS CONTENDED BY THOSE' OPPOSED TO CONSOLIDATION TFIAT: 

l • THE MOVEMENT rs TOO REVOLUTIONARY AND GOES BE-

YOND THE POSSIBILITIES FDR SOUND AND SUBSTANTIAL 

GROWTH; BECAUSE 

A. A GREATER TAX BURDEN THAN THE PEOPLE" ARE 

ABLE TO BEAR IS CREATED, FOR; 

a. It necessitates the erec:tion of new 

buildings. 

h. Much money must be spent r-or improving the 

road's•. 

c. It is a great expense to transport pupils·. 

2. THE BUILDINGS, GROUNDS AND. IMPROVEMTI:lTTS IN THE 

DL3TRICTS TO BE CONSOLIDATED MUST BE DISPOSED OF AT 

A SACRIFICE OUT OF PROPORfION TO THE GOOD DERIVED 

FROM SCElOOLS · CONSOLIDATED. 

,i,. SI.NCE OUT OF EVERY h'UNDRED CHILDREN ENTERING THE 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS ONLY FIFTEEN FINISH HIGH SCHOOL AND· 

FEWER THAN TI-IBEEr FINISH COLLEGE:, IT . IS GEEAPER TO 

SEND THESE SIJALL NUMBERS T.O A BOARDING SCHOOL ALREADY 

ESTABLISHED ELSE\.JTIERE TP.AN 'l'O BUILD SCHOOLS FOR THEM 

AT HOME. 20 

4~ THE LENGTH OF TIME THE PUPILS ARE COMPELLED TO Blr 

ON THE 'NAY TO AND FROM SCHOOL BECAUSE OF LONG ROUT'BiS 

TO SCHOOL &"JD BEGAU:3E TIIEY RA.VE TO WAIT EXPOSED TO THE 



WEATHER FOR CONVEYANCES TO ARRIVE; A'r ,STAT:'ED PLACES p 

IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH AND THE ADVANTAGES OFFERED BY 

CONSOLIDATION DO NOT JUSTIFY THIS RISK OF HEAL'rI-I AND 

LIFE. 

5. PROPERTY VALUATION ING1mASES' WITHOUT INCREASING 

Tl-D~ PRODUCTIVITY OF THE SOIL OR MARKET VALUE OJ!"' FARM 

PRODUCTS AND M.P-JCE THE TAX BURDEN OUT OF PROPORTION TO 

INCOME AND IS THEREFORE NOT JU~-:iTIFIED BY THB CONSOLI~ 

DATION OF SCHOOLS. 

6. IT TH.ROWS AN UNJUST BURD:l!iN UPON THE LANDLORDS BY 

INCREASING TA,~S OUT OF PROPORTION TO RENTAL FEES t 

BECAUSE; 

A A. EXI.STING LAWS AND CUSTOMS FORBID LANDLORDS' 

FROM CHARGING HIGHER RENTALS. 

? • CONSOLIDATION TI~NDS TO ROB THE GRADE SCHOOLS, 

·BECAUSE; 

A. IT PLACES TOO :MUCH EMPHASIS UPON HIGH SCHOOL 

SUBJECTS. 

B. BY ATTEMPTING TOO MUCH IT DEFEATS· ITS OWJ:T 

PURPOSE. 20 

8. ISOLATED STRIPS OF TERRrroRY ARE LEFT OUT 

BECAUSE; 

A. OF UNDUE F..XPENSK OF TRANSPORTATION ON ACCOUNT 

OF; 

a. Bad· roads 

b. Long d1stanc.es to traven with hut fe•w pupils 

to haul 

c. or both these causes~ 



31. 

DONE JU:3TIFIES DJ ACCOHDANC::!1 

NOT BE GON:30LIDATED. 



CHAPTER V 

ARGUMENT$ EOR. CONSOL!DATION 

I'r . IS CONTENDED BY THOSE vVHO. FAVOR CONSOLIDATION THAT: 

1. IT MAF..Es- COUNTY AD!v1INISTRATIVE- WORK MORE' 

EFFICIENT, BEUAUSE; 

A. LT REDUCES GREATLY THE NUMBER OF SCHOOLS TC 

BE VISITED AND ENABLES THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT 

TO VISIT THE SCHOOLSMORE FREQUENTLY. 

B. IT REDUCES OFFIC.E EXPENbrruRES, BECAUSE} 

a. There is less clerical help needed, for, 

1 1 • The number of schools listed has been 

reduced half or more·. 

2 1 • There is less aorre.s.pondence work, 

3 1 .. There are fewer· aoc.ount entries made. 

2-. IT FURNISHES EFFICIENT SUPERV:IS!ON FOR THE- DISTRICT' 

SCHOOLS°, FOR; 

FOR; 

A. THERE ARE THIRTEEN IN GREER COUNTY TODAY 

WHILE PREVIOUS_ TO. CONSOLIDATION THERE \fAS NONE. 

IT ATTRACTS ,,T.EACBERS' ilVHO HAVE HIGHER CERT-IFICATES' 
•· \' '; .;,f,.'.-. 

A. THE SCHOOL RECORDS OF GREER COUNTY SHOW A 

GRADUAL. INCREASE IN HIGHER CERTIFICATES- S!NCK 

CONSOLIDATION STARTED IN THAT COUNTY. 

THE FOLLOWING TABLES FROM GREER COUNTY 

SCHOOL RECORDS A.'tlE COMPAi.iED IN SUPPORT OF TRIS' 

ARGUivIENT·: 





TABLE NO. 12. 

SHOWING QUALIF'ICATION OF TEl\.CHERS OF GREER 

COUNTY BEFORE ANb AFTER CONSOLIDATION. 

1918 1921 

Before· Xfter 

Consol. ·Consol. 

Number of Teachers holding State 

Certificates 

Number of Teachers holding First Grade 

County Certificates 

Number of Tea..chers holding Second 

Grade County Certificates 

Number of Teachers holding Thirct 

Grade County Certificates 

Total Number of Tea.chers employed 

0 

20. 

50 

96 

10 

49 

3.1 

21 

111 

4. IT REDUCES THE NECESSARY NUMBER OF TEACHERS FDR THE 

SAME NUMBER OF PUPILS, FOR; 

A. Sl'fi..4.LL CLASSES OF THE 
~-· ~ .. "'• . . . ""• -' . 
fusbiA~~i·\~~1J60Ls CAN BE 

,;,:;.-. ••J_ ~e,...•: •••-,•"• '> •~·••• '•• 

COMBINED !N THE coNS'o1rni1.TJtn~ stmi)Ot.$= :rir.u.=s.-:·i~:.. 

5. IT LENGTHENS THE RECITATION PERIOD AND !VT.AKES IT 

CONVENIENTLY PO:=~SIBLE TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF, GRADES 

AND THE NUMBER OF PUPILS, THE NUMBER OF TEACHERS 

REMAINING CONSTANT, AND HELPS THE TEACHERS SPECIALIZN 

IN GRADE WORK, BECAUSE; 

A. IT MAKES POSSIBLE CERTAIN CO-OPERATIVE GROUP 

RELATIONS BETVJEEN: Ok!tAhom41i 
~~I 11.nd Mechanic,.\ C'~, 

a. Teachers librariJ 

AUG 251936 

33.. 



b. Teachers an<.f Pupils. 

In support of arguments four and five this il

lustrative example is given: If one hundred 

34. 

pupils are to be taught by four teachers 1 say to 

include t.he first eight grades, in_ isolated buildings,. 

each tel;l.cher would have twenty five children 

scattered along through the eight grades. There 

would be five recitations a day for each grade 

or forty recitations- a day for each teacher to 

hear. Then with three hundred and thirty minutes 

teaching time divided by forty, the time for each 

lesson would be about eight minutes. Now suppose 

the hundred pupils-and four teachers are under one 

roof .. The grades can be combined. The teo.chers can 

specialize in particular grade work. Each teacher 

will have twenty five pupils as before but only 

two grades instead of eight and ten recitations 

a day instead of forty. Then the three hundred and 

thirty minutes teaching time divided by ten gives 

thirty three minutes to be devoted to ea.ch recitation 

instead of eight minutes. And ~dnce the teaching 

.effi.ciency of the teachers and the learning ability 

of the pupils, other things being equal, are in 

proportion to the length of the recH ta.tion a 

great saving is brought about by c9nsolidation, 

In like marmer by this grouping of tea.c:hers and 

pupils tl1e number of grades can be increased, 



teachers and 1'.)upils remaining constant; the number 

of pupils can be increase«, teachers and grades 

remaining consta.nt; the number of teachers can be 

decreased", pupils a.nd grades remaining constant. 

6.. IT ;3AVES DUPLICATION oF·: 

1\. s·ctIOOL BUILDII\JGS 

H. SCHOOL EQUIP!vIENT BUCH A;3 LIBRARY ROOMS, 

LIBRA.RIES, BLACKBOARDS, , CHARTS, MAPS, WATER 

SYSTEl\flS, STOVES AND JAN I TOR SUPPLIES. 

G. JANITORS 

D. TOILETS 

E. PLAY GROUNDS 

F. HOARDS OF EDUCATION. 

This is aevantageous because supplies bougfit 

in larger quantaties coEit less. 

7. IT MAKES POsf;IBLE 'rHE ENFORCEMENT OF THE STATE 

STAJ."JDARD BUILDING LAW, FOR; 

A. rm PROVIDES MODERN SCIENTIFIC HEATING SYSTEMS 

FOR THE SCHOOLS. 

B. IT PROVIDES PROPER LIGHTING FOR THE SCHOOL 

ROO:tvIS , FOR; 

a. It allovvs the windows to come within six 

inches of the ceiling, three to four feet of 

floor, and equal in surface area from one sixth 

to one fourth the floor space of the room~ 



b. Lt allows· th.e light to approach the 

children· from their left s:td·e illhile working~ 

c. It permits the intensity of the light to, 

be regulated so as to acc .. omodate the need·s 

of the pupils·. 

C. IT PROVID.SB THE REQUIRED FIFTEEN' SQU&'"LE FEET 

01<"' FLOOR SPAGE, AND THE REQUIRED TiJ!TO HUNDRED 

CUBIC FEET OF AIRSPACTE PER :PUPIL, BY;. 

a. Ple~cing the ceiling t,Nelve to thirteen 

f ee-t above the floor and properly spacing- ·· 

·. the desks on the floor. 

D. IT SUPPLIES LAWFUL CLOAK ROOMS. 

K. IT. :MEETS THE SANITA...1i.Y DEMANDS OF THE STATE', BY; 

a. Furnishing the proper disinfectants with 

modern apparatus to apply same and trained: 

Janitors to do the work. 

b. Furnishing sanitary toilets. 

c. Supplying modern drinking apparatus a.ncl 

f ilte:red: wa.ter. 24~ 

8. IT CHECE.S FLOW OF PEOPLE TO T'OVffi IN- ORDER TO 

SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO HIGH. SCHOOL , BECAUSE'; 

A. IT FURNISHES HIGH SCHOOL ADVANTAGES AT HOME~ 

In support of this.argument United St~tes:. 

Rural School Le8.flet Number I is hereby quo0tec!'.:. 

11 When children must be sent away .from home to 

go to school, the breaking up of family life lead·s· 

to unh®..ppiness- and discontent with the farm. . Jus:t. 



here is wher.e the consolidated school enters 

as am Hnporta.:nt factor in the solution of 

what is a greater national problem, i. e. stav-., .. 

ing the present exodus of intelligent farmers 

from the country to the city. 25 

9.. IT DEVELOPS Al'J INTELLIGENT, PROGRESSIVE PEOPLE 

IN THE COUNTRY~ BECAUSE; 

A. IT CHECKS FLOW OF PEOPLE TO TOWN AS SHOWN 

IN REASON EIGHT. 

B. IT INCREASES SCHOOL ATTENDANCE WHICH RAISES 

GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 26 

For instance: In Shel by county 'rennessee 

where the schools have been consolidate« for 

several years the enrollment is 6,924 in contrast 

. to 2,960 in pre-c.onsolida.ted times, the population 

remaining about constant. Also, in Randolph 

county Ind-ia,na, the records show that for five 

years previous to consolid·ation the percent of 

those completing the eight grade and entering 

high school varied from twenty one to fifty with 

an average of less than forty percent~ Since 

consol ide,tion the average has been a bout 90it. 

The Greer county recorffs for the years 

beginning 191.6 and 1921 which were e.verage years 

respec:tively for the old and the new systems of 

schools show these changes in attendance~ 



TABLE NO. 13. 

(TABLES 5 AND 9 nr CONTRAf:3T) 

SHOWING ATTENDANCE OF OLD AND NEVI SYSTEMS 

OF SCHOOLS. 

Population of County 

Scholastic, Enumeration 

Enrolled 

Old 

1916 

4,268~ 

3,909 

New 

1921 

15,83El. 

4.,.214. 

4, 0Zi4 

38., 

Average Daily Attendance 

Percent of Attendemce 

Number of Distric,ts 

2,429 3,307 

82% 

It iE notable that although the di.stricts and the 

population decreased the attendance increas.ed 878 

under consolidation. This increase was ta1'rnn care 

of in the c.onsolidated schools by fifteen ad:di tional 

teachers. 

G. IT INCREASES HOME OfJIJERSHIP: For exa.mple: 

In a. typical Ohio district after consolidation 

the perc.enta.ge of home ownership increased in 

three years from· 50}b t,o 64;6-. 21:. Also from 

11 The Schools of Greer County Oklahoma 1921}1 

page 27 this statement is quo.ted: 

u Liberty High $choo,l is located three miles 

south a.nd one mile eas.t of Granite, Greer County, 

Oklahoma, near the center of consolid:ated school 

district number three. 



"This.district lies in the valley partly 

enclosed by the junction of Nor-th Fork and-

Elm rivers~ It consists mostly of-rich farming 

land with just enough of the 7:iichi ta Mountains 

in the southeast to form a restful bac.kground 

for the eye. 

"Originally this land was owned by two classes; 

viz: Pioneers. and non-residents. The former haa 

been cattlemen,, _but had been foreed to cul ti ve.te 

the soil because the country had been laid out 

ta farms. 

u The latter class had.their land operated by 

tena.n ts. Neither of vvhich are ardent supporters 

of education. Consequently 1,;ve had short school 

terms in poorly equipped school houses~ 

11 These conditions gradually ch&inged until now 

most of the farms are operatt~d by those v1ho 

own themY 2ff. 

D. IT PROLONGS CONTINUITY OF HOME LIF:B'; IN Tf':Fr 

a. It :prolongs sEhool attendance four to six 

years longer than the pre-consolidated school 

s.ystem .. 

h. It creates an intrest in c.ountry life that 

stays the young people, for; 

1'.- It gives them ever increasing literary 

advantages 



It increases. their social circles .. 

lt furnishE3s ample ai.thletic. contests. 

It furnishes opportunity for Lyceum 

and· Cha tauqua., 

4.cr-... 

5 1·• It makes possible the moving picture show .. 

ff'. It makes possible rad·ia: receiving ne\Ys 

agencies for the country .. 

7,:. It furnishe·s a center for religious 

activities. 

IT SUPPLIES l,:.-EADERS FOR THE' GOUNTRY, ·. BECAUSE; 

a,. It develops the people in the country. 

h. It develops intrest in _country life. 

c. It checlcs the flo1r of people ci tywara:._ · 

When· children have to go away from ho.me to 

school .. the unity of the home is broken and· the 

majority. of. those who go a.way· never return home' 

to live, but seek their fortune in the big cities 

where they have been educated. Thus when the 

children go a.way father a.nd mother los.e them and 

they lose home. If they do not go to school at 

all. the state loses c.i tizens· and. they lose them

selves-. If parents move. to town the -country 

loses its best bloo~, best because those who 

seek education are the best, not the worst, and: 

its· f'uture leaders. To save these loss-es the 

children must be schooled at home in the country 

.. .; 



and· there taught to a.ppreciate its wonderful 

possibilities and· to develop its boundless re;... 

souroes. The country districts have given up 

their best blood and are without leaders today 

because they failed to train their children 

at home. The country is controlled economically, 

socially, religiously, and politically by the 

city simply because it has refused to build its 

own educational banters and train leaders ther~by 

to develop rural intrests and solve rurisi..1 pro bl ems. 

Gonsolida.tion seeks to stop these evils. 

F. IT T:BlACHES THE PEOPLE" ADVANTAGEOUS CO-

OPERATION IN: 

a .. Production 

h. Selling 

c. Buying 

d. Road Building 

e. Community Welfare b.ecause; 

Observations show that where consoli.d~tion 

has existed long c.ooperative fa.rm organizations 

are strengthened and grea.tly improved:~ For 

instance: The inter scholastic contests in 

athletics, debating and literary activities 

seem to arouse in the people a spirit of community 

pride and unity, and as they cooperate to win 

honors for their s.chool, the thought is 1:tlf~nsferred 

·to other comrnunity a.ctivities. The courses· in 



42. 

d1:;1;irying and stock judging stinull:',te pure blood 

stock clubs and cooperation in ma.intaining pure 

bred herds. Corn, hog and chicken clubs are 

stimul$.ted in the same way. They are fertil.e 

focal points where the county agents can do their • 

best work, However, consolidation is not so 

much a cause of as it is a means for social 

organization and c.ooperat.ion. The Grain and 

cotton Growers I Assoc.iations are progressing and 

are relatively stronger in consolidated dh,tricts 

than in isolated ones. B@ys' Clubs In Greer 

county to the number of nine with a. membership 

of a.bout four hundred~ have been created and: 

built up since: consolidation. The necessity of" 

distributing the mail ( carriers can go on horse 

back} and the impelling demand for hauling farm 
, 

products to market ( farm products can be marketed' 

in dry weather) combined do not stimulate intrest 

in roa.d building and road upkeep like consolidation 

of schools d·oes ( the children must go every day, 

rain or shine). 2Q 

10. IT CORRELA•fE;J PLAY WITH THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS', 

BECAUSE; 

A. CHILDREN ARE ATTRACTED TO THE SCHOOL 

THROUGH THEIR NATURAL INTREST IN PLAY. 

R. THE CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL FURNISm~s THE 

NECESSARY PLAY APPARATUS AND INCENTIVE. 



er. IT BRINGS ABOU'r CLOSER COOPERATION 

BETWEEN TEACHERS AND PUPILS BY GTVING 

CHILDREN OPPORTUNITIES FOR PHYSICAL DEVELOP-

!v'"J.ENT' THROUGH PLAY •. 

A It is argued that no one should deny the' 

physical body the: right to a fair share of 

the school training since· physical education 

and training a.re e:s,sant.ial to good heal th, 

proper growth; and proper mental and moral 

development. 

lL, CONSOLIDATION COSTS LESS PER PUPIL IN PRO

PORTION TO THE CHILD~S: INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 

THAN IN THE PRE~CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS, BECAUSE; 

A. IT FURNTSHES BETTER TEACHERS. ('tABLE 14 ) 

B. IT INCREASES HIS AVERAGE EAILY ATTENDJL'i\JCE. 

( TABLE NO. 1.5 ) 

C. I.T THRIBLES THE LENGTH OF THE REGITATTON 

PERIOD. ( CHAPTER V, A.."R.TIGLE 5 ) • 

D. IT GIVES HIM BETTER LIBRARY FACILITIES'. 

In futher support of this argument the 

following table of fac.ts taken. from county 

superintendent H. L. Pruett.' s published report 

for 1_920-·21 is here reprod·ucea:: . 

T'.A-BLI~ NO. 14. 

S.HOWING COlvIPARATIVE COST PER PUPIL PER TERM: 

IN CONSOLIDATED Al."\JD NON-CONSOLIDATED. .... 

SOROOLS'. 



Name of No~ of 'rs:,x ;3cho1e-r'.:.tic Est Length Cost per 

School Teachers Va.11.rntion Enumeration mate of term Pupil 

Brinkman 

Libertv ., 

Ozark 

East.view 

Fairvimv 

Gi ty Viev; 

7 

5 

5 

Lake Creek ? 

Gentralvue 6 

630,114: 

613,025 

41a,4go. 

491,314,, 

515,964 

230,752 

4141551 

217 

160 

216 

314 

335. 

114 

255 

8, 59.fi 

1.0156.9. 

11,355 

g 

8 

12 ,2.62 a 

Average cost per pu1Jil in consolidated schools 

Hester 4 

need 5 

109. 

1.71 5.jl85 

Q 
Ll 

Average oost per pupil in v:illage schools 

White Flat 5 et,?10 s 

Average cost per pupil i.nn Union Grq:,ded C.Jchools 

1 50 ,109 35.- 1 ,480 6. 

Valley View 1 4:8, 052 14 575 5 

"The above one roam schools will gi~e the 

comparison cos.t, so that yoi.:t may use your own 

jurlgment as to ho·w exper1si ve I Ch6ap dohools i 

a.re compared. to consol1c1ated schoole,. il 

Presurnably these conclusions are re3.0J1ed by 

per term 

3.9.61 

48 •. 11 .. 

36 •. 15 

33 • 29 

49.30 

34 .. 06 

41.0? 



dividing the estin1ate of each school by the number 

enrolleff and not by the enumer~.tion number as 

the table might suggest. 30 

12. CONSOLIDATION COSTS LESS THAN SENDING ATFiAY TO 

SCHOOL, BECAU::E; 

A. THE HIGHEST COS'.T OF SENDING TO A CONSOLIDATED 

SCHOOL IN GREER COUNTY FOR NINE MONTHS IS ~p48 .11. 

THIS INCLUDES THE CO.ST OF TRANSPORTATION. HE 

WOULD PERHAPS PAY THIS MUCH FDR TRANSPORTATION 

ALONE WH11JN AWAY AT SCHOOL. 

B. THE PUPIL VIRTUALLY PAYS FOR HIS BO&TZD AT 

JIOMK BY DOING CHORES, AND IT COSTS LESS ANY 

VlAY TO BOARD AT HOME. 

C • rm:EN GOING AWAY TO SCHOOL A ROOl'vI AT HOME 

IS VACANT vVHILE HE PAYS ROOM RENT IN HIS NEW 

QUARTERS. 
-, 
'.) 

D. IT DJPOVERISHES ANY COMMUNITY TO ;:SEND MONEY 

OUT WHEN THE SAME PRODUCTS CAl'J BE PRODUCED AT 

for children to grow up uneducated and" untrained~ 

for the duties of life a.nd true citizenship~ 

so the sensible thing to do is to build and 

furnish schools at home for otherv.'ise the masses 

vJill not e,nd can not attend remote schools and~ 

those who do, take their ~oney with them and never 

return~ Thie has bled the rural communities or-



America to the point of a:-eath; to where they have 

no money, no leaders, no life, no intrests,and 

no soul, for in the cities, are money, leaa:ers, 

life, intrests an~ spirit. _It is true that 

many of·our great leaders were country born but 

that i.s all, they did not receive high school 

educ.ation there and are not there now. The Ci ties 

are like a multi-b.eaded oc.t.opus vd th their a:rawing 

tendons reaching out intomevery country district 

absorbing the best blood of the land ii?4.nd with the 
·permit a 

lure of a siren never/i.return. For the past century " 

children have beed educated off the farm and 

farmers are responsible for it. This process must 

be reversed regardless of the cost, for any cost 

will be less than the cost of country stagnation, 

to stop the great inflow to the cities and build 

up a happy, contented, intelligent yeomanry in the 

country. Educate the rii:iing generation on the farm 

and they will raise farming.to the dmgnity of a 

profession and will put it on a scientific and· 

remunerative ba.sis equivalent to that of the business 

man, the mg,nufacturer, the lawyer, and the doctor. 

Consolidation meets these needs a.nd as long as the 

country districts do vdthout it, so long will they 

be financially, ec.onomically and mentally stre,ined. 



13. FUBLIG TRANSPORTATION 1;3 MORE DESIRABL;:D 1'HAH 

PRIVATE. TRANSPORTATION, B1~CAU8E; 

A. MJ\NY FARMERS ARE NOT ABLE TO FURNISII TI-I8 ONE 

OR TWO EXTRA HORSES FOR THEIR CHILDREN TO RIDE 

TO SCHOOL J NOR ARI!~ nrnY ABLI~ TO ]?URNISH PROPERLY 

COVERED, VEHTILATED AND HEATED CONVEYANCES FOR THZH.

B. CHILDREN DO NOT LIKE TO GO TBROUGE: TH:2; COLD 

IN OPEN CONVEYANCES AND JvJAl'JY ARE NOT PHY~:',ICALLY 

ABLE TC) GO IN SUCH CONVEYANCES TO SCHOOL. BUT 

THE COHJTORTABLE GOl'ill\'llJNITY TRUCK, EITH1~R HORSE OR 

lcLOTOR DRAWI\f, SOLVES THESE INDIVIDUAL PR0BLETvrs· 

AND IS A Gl{KAT INCENTIVE TO PAR?;;NTS TO ;3END AND 

TO THit CHILDREN TO GO. 

G. IT IS CHEAPER 'filAH PRIVATZ CONVEYANCE. For 

example: Suppose that the ra.ilroads and other 

tram,;portation companies were required to furnish 

separate little trains for every five :passengers, 

the average number of yJupils going from atly home, 

it would break them or can:-ying fees would soar 

much higher than they are today and only the wealthy 

could afford to trc1;.vel. Yet the farmers a.re doing 

this very thing that would break a railroad 

co~poration. This high cost of private transport~tion 

in open vehicles and iti consequent cost of ill 

health of the children are at least two of the reasons 

why the farmer feels himself too poor to send his 

children to school. In T.able Number 10, pag,e. 27 

the average cost in Greer county of transporting a pupil 



in public conveyance for a. term is shown to be 

~µ12.06. If a farmer has five children. it would 

cnst him potentially $60.~0 to transport them one 

term. He can not furnish the requisite two hors,es, 

their feed, and a. double sea.ted carriage or 

wagon for $60~90. 

D. PRIVATE CONVEYANCE PTJ::RS THE PUBLIC BURDEN OF 

EDUCATION UPON THE INDIVIDUAL AGGORDING 'rO THE 

NUMBER OF HIS CHILDREN 1l'ffiILE THE PUBLIC CONVEYANCE 

PLACES THIS BURDEN UPON ALL THE PEOPLE WlTERE IT 
, 

B.ELONGS. It is just a.s reasonable and sensible 

to require the individual to pay 8.11 other school 

expenses acc.ording to the family per capita as it 

is transportation. 

14. THE ONE ROOM: SCHOOLS ARE FAILURES AND f.lHOULD 

BE NO LONGER TOLERATED, BECAUSE; 

A. STATISTICS COJ:v1PILED BY FORMER UNITED STATES 

COLHv'IISSIONER OF EDUCATION, DR. V°\J. 1'. FIAEl.RIS, 

SHOW THAT OF TEN THOUSAND lJLEN WHO HAVE RISEN 

TO PROlvlINimCE IN UNITED S'rATES IN THE FI:EZST 

HUN:O:RED YE.ARB OF OUR HISTORY, NOT MORE THAN 

THIRTY ARE 2,ELF--'l'AUGHT MEN; TH.AT A BOY WITH ONLY 

A GRAMkJU~ SCHOOL EDUCATION I-ms ONE CHANCE IN NINE 

THOUSAND IN R2ACHii'JG DI;_3TINCTION. · He al so s&-ys: 

n A boy with a high school tr~ining has one chance 

in four hundred; that ie., he has twenty two times 

the opportunity of the boy who stopped at the eight 

g~ade~ Dr. Harris futher says: u It :Ls unneci.:,ssary 



to .extend this inquiry to women. Ed-uaa:tion. is 

practically her only dbor to emitience! 

. B. PRESIDENT WARREN. G. HARDING SAYS IN A.i."J 

EDITORIAL· THAT: 11• We have just awakened· to the 

fact that the education of· the American child. 

has fallen below the· standard necessary for the 

protec.tion of our future·. We have to f&ce th.e 

fa.ct that our tea.a.he-rs a.re under paid; that. in. 

physical training·, in the teaching of American 

civil government and Amerio.an history, in the 

. princ.iples of Americanism and of Americanization. 

\Ve have been deplorably delinquent. But nowhere 

is there more cause for alarm than in the fact 

the rural school term is far too short and that 

four-:fifths of the rural schools are one teac.her. 

scl).ools, resulting in hasty and careless. teaching 

and that the opportunity for the country boys and 

girls to have high-school education is all too 

slight .... \'Ve 011ie it to the child11ood of the nation 

and the childhood of the agricultural districts 

of our land· to place at their .d'isposal the utmost: 

in educationa.1 fac.ilities~ Quote:d fnom 1' The ' 

Value of a High School Education 1; by The Harter 

School Supply Company, Cleveland, Ohio. 

C. 11 OUT OF EVERY HUNDRED PUPILS WHO EN'l'ER 
i 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS ONLY FIFTEEN GET T:E-m0UGH HIGH 

SCHOOL AND FEWER THAN THREE FINISH C0LLEQE. 



11 More thrui five rnillion persons, three million. 

of whom. are pativ·e born, over ten years of age,. 

can neither read· nor write the simplest woras. 

". Illiteracy is costing.· the Uni tea. States 

$825,0nO.,000 annually, through acc.idents and 

ine.ff icienc.y .. 

11 There are more than thirteen.million foreign 

born in the United States to day., five million of 

whom can. not read nor write the E"ngl ish language· 

anct two million of whom are illi terlI;l.te., 

. m At lem.st. 40;s of our elementary sc.hool classes 

ar~ so large that the indiiiidua1 c.hilci can not 

be given necessary care and personal instruction .. 

n The average child enrolled in public schools 

e, ttend:s one hund·red · and twenty days during the 

50., 

school term, or about three-fourths of the time. 

Absence cos.ts the United States t~l.95, 000, 000 annually. 

n About 125,OO0teachers out of a total of 

650 ~000 lea.ve the profession ant1ually: and their 

places are filled by i-nexperienc.ed people. 

11 The percentage ·of men teachers in. the United 

States hE'~s fallen from 43·% in 188.Q to 205f in 1916-. . 

-. and 16% in 1918 •. -·. 

11 The public schools of the Uni tea. States cost 

about '760,000,000 a year.u 

Quoted from 11' The Value of a High School . 

Eo.uc.ation, 11 by The I-Ie.rter School Supply Company, 



Cleveland·, _Ohio. 

D. Tfl:E ONE ROOM f3CHOOL J:i..,AILS TO GIVE A 

CULTURAL I:rn.JGATIOIJ. 

Mr. William De'.ih t t Hyde Sc.tys: 11 To be at 

home in all lands and all ages; to count nature 

a f~mili0r acquaintance, and art an intimate friend; 

to gain a standard for the appreciation of other~ 

work and the criticism of your own; to carry the 

keys to the world's library in your pocket and 

feel its resources behind you in whatever task 

you undertake ; to rnake hosts of friends among 

the men of your own age who are to 1)e leaderf.-i , 

in all walks of life; to lose yourself in generous 

enthusiasm and cooperate with others for the comrnon 

ends; to learn manners from students who exemplify 

the highest ideals~ .t., ' vl1l. s is the offer of the high 

school for tll.e best four years of ypur lifeU 

Quoted from 11 The Value of a High School 

Education, if 1)y The Harter School Supply Company, 

Clevelan~, Ohio~ 

E. IT FAILS TO DEVELOP THE FULL EARIHIJ.Cr 

CAPACI'I'Y OF . THB PUPIL. 

In su1>:rort of this argument· the f ollo\'\d.:ng 

quotation from: 11 The Value of a High School 

Edu.ca tion 1; by The Harter School Supply Company, 

Cleveland, Ohio. 

11 Supt. B. B. Jackson, of Minneapolis, studied 

51 .. 



the earni.ngs of 3,345 pupil$ ·who left school 

at the end of the eight grade and f01m.d that 

they started life with an average salary of only 

f:340 a year. A e;irnilar study made by him of the 

salaries of nine hundred and twelve gra.duates· of 

the high school showed: that they started out ·with 
• 

Q;n average salary of (;6.00 and after six years were 

earning an average smnual salary of $1,380. 

11 A Gornrni t tee of the Brooklyn Teachers 1 

Association in 1909 investigated the salaries 

received by graduates of the elementary schools 

and by others who stopped school before graduation .. 

11 Of 192 boys from the elementary school:2, 

taken at random the committee i.;vas able to trace 

166 till they were about thirty yearB of age. 

11 At that time the average income of these 

166 boys was $,253.05, whereas the average salary 

of the illiterate worker in Brooklyn was ~j'.500 per 

year. 

Ii If the parents of these 166 boys had bought 

each of them an annuity equal to the extra :;}753 

per year, which his education enabled him to earn, 

it would have cost over $15,000 per bo~. 

"As the salarie& of these boys will ris~ 

considerably after they are thirty, while those 

of the illiteratewill not, it is obvious that 

this elementary education was y10rth more than 



a ~/15, 000 c~pi ta~l safely invested for ea.ch boy~ 31 

These quotations show conclusively that the 

small run:..l schools are f2,ilures in that they 

do not give the pupils a,n equal chance with the 

pupils of the town high schools; tha.t they are 

not sufficiently teaching American ideals and 

standards of life; that they are subsisting on 

under paid and unstandardized teachers; that 

they are not curing the evils of i.11 i teracy; 

that they have little or no cultural value in 

their curricula and methods; that they fail to 

develop tl}e fuller earning capacities Of their 

pupils to the extent of $825,000,000 loss annually 

to the United States in accidents and inefficiency, 

andan .. avera.ge loss of over ;J~15,000 in the life. 

of each pupil; and are intol19rable failures. 

115. THE PROGRE:SS OF THE CONSOLIDATION MOVEMENT IS 

AMPLE A.ND ;3UF'FIGIENT EVIDJ~NCE OF ITS WORTH. 

In support of this argument the follovring 

quotation is taken from II The Teacher and the 

Schoo1° 1928, page 175 by Chauncey P .. Colegrove: 

Solving the Rural-School Problem Through 

Consolidation.- n After many years of experimenting 

with the rural school problem it ha.s been cremon

strated beyond question that the most satisfactory 

solu,tion of the problem is the consolidation of 

rural schools. V!hile other metho:ds of dealing 

with the betterment of rural education have met 

• 



with temporary success in isolated cases and under 

the direction of individual teachers of S'pecial 

power for fitness for rura.1 leadership, the 

results, as a 'vvhole 1 have been ctisappointing .. 

In rnany of the states there has been legislation· 

providing for a minimum salary for teachers, for. 

state aid for poor districts, for improved 

sl:ll.nitation in school buildings, for instruction 

in agriculture, manual training~ and home economics, 

for increasing the tax levy for schools, fo-r 

physical training, a,nd for e,ta.nda,rdizing one-room 

rural s.chools~ But all these efforts of individual 

teachers and local communities and a.11 this school 

legislation have not gone to the root of the 

diff icul.ty and ha"ve not greatly changed the rural

school system as a whol.e .. 

11 The only vi .. tal and .effective met.hod of 

<;J.ea.lingwit.h the rural-school problem as a whole 

is the consolidation of a number of these small, 

isolated, one-room schools into one large, centrally 

located, vvell-equipped, properly graded school, 

ta,ught by competent teac.hers under efficient 

supervision~ 

11 0riginat1ng as e~rly as 1859 in Massachusetts, 

the consolidated school movement has had to fight 

i. ts way to suc.cess against the ignorance and 

conservatism of those who should have been its 
" ' 



best friends, against indifference anff pfftty 

politics of legislators, and against the selfish,-

ness of large tax~payers. Finally a few states 

passed laws permitting voluntary consolidation. 

With pe:es.istent effort snd unt.ireing zeal 

edu.ca.tional leaders took up the work of ~cquainting 

the people of the advantages of c.onsolidat.ion. 

Here and there progressive communities '\vere 

persua.ded to giv.e consolidation a trial. Little 

by little· the laws improved", and at last a 

sufficient and ra.tional solution of the rural 

school problem. is in sight~ The consolida.ti.on 

of rura.l scho,ols is ma.king rapid progress in all 

. parts of the country and iB the most vital and 

important movement connected with rural progress 

and uplift of the present ·time. Through the 

re-vitalized rura:;1 school, mad·e possi blc-=i by 

consolidation, which shall serve as a cor.mnuni ty 

centre- a school that will bring to the children 

of the farmer as good educational a.dvantages 

as those given to the children of the city 

and will prov:'ide the farmer a.nd his wj,,fe 

with a social 1 intellectual, and recreational 

centre- there is no reason why farm life may 

not be made attractive and elevating~ 

The worth of the farmer to civilization should 



be emphasized. All other vocations depend 

upon the farm~ 3Z 

5Ci •. 
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Pictures of the Consolid:aterd Schools 

Of 

Greer County 

In Order of Their Consolidation 

TABLE NO • 15. 

Sh.ow.ing Name of School, Date of Consolidation 

Arranged in Order of Time, 

Bringham 0-1 191.0 

I✓Iidway c~2 1910 

Liberty G-3 19.17 

Oza.rk C-4 1918 

Eastview C-5 1919 

Fairviev1 G-6 1-919 

City View C-% lSU9 

Lake Creek G-8 1919 

Ocina C-9 1920 

La.dessa C-10 1920 

Gentnilvue c.,.,.11 1.920 

Yii.llow G-12 1920 

Plq!,invievr C_;.....-1_3 1921 
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APPENDIX A. 

SCHOOL LAWS OF OF.LAHOMA 

ARTICLE VII .. 

00 NSOLIDA'I'ED DIS TRIO TS 

SECTION 162. PROCEDURE ii-'OR FORMING CDNSOLIDATED. 

DISTRICTS; A special meeting of the v:ot.ers of any 

two or m.ore adjacent school districts or parts of 

dis tr ic.ts or territory, may be called for the purpose 

of establishing a consolidated school, said call to 

60. 

be made by county superintendent of public instruction, 

upon petition signed by one half the l&gal voters 

residing in each district of the territory proposed t.o. 

included in the consolidated district. The meeting 

shall be held at some convenient point to be named by 

· such. superintendent.. Notices of said special meeting 

shall be posted in at least fiv.e public places in 

each of the districts or parts of districts, proposed to 

be consol ida.ted, at least ten days prior to date of 

said mee~ing, and also by publication, for at least two 

c.onsecuti ve weeks in a weekly paper, if same be 

published in. school district, and in addition thereto 

notic_es of said. s.peaie.l meet.ing shall be mailed by 

suc.h county superintendent to each. v.oter residing in 

the clistric.ts proposed to be consol~dated. The meotin.g 

shall have authority to elec.t a chairman, and secretary 

who shall in order named preside over and. 1';:eep the 

records o.f sai.d meeting. The voters. at said meeting 

.. 



shall vote by written or printed ballot in favor or 

against the forming of a c,onsolidated school district. 

They shall at the meeting and at time of casting their 

ballot fo.r or against the proposition of establishing 

the consolidated district vote for a director, a clerk, 

and a member who: shall constitute the board of the 

consolidated district. If a majority of the votes cast 

at said special meeting shall be in favo.r of such 

consolidation, the clerk of said special meeting shall 

thereupon make a writ.ten report of such, action to the 

61,., 

county Superintendent of Public Instruc,tion of the county 

in whichnthe Ba.id districts are loc.a ted. No c.onsolidated. 

district shall be formed. c.ontaining an area of less than 

twenty five square miles and an assessed valuation of 

less_ than two hundred' thousand dollarst'.'.t200 000) · Pro-\,,,. ' , , ' 
vided, that all or part of any district adjacent. to 

a cDnsolidated district upon petition to the County 

Superintendent, signed by a majority of the legal voters 

of such territory desiring to be attached and by the 

Board of DireDtora of sue~ consolidated district. Providad, 

futher, that two or more s.chool district,s or parts of 

school districts having less than twenty five square 

miles shall be perrni tted to consolic1at.e .if they have a 

total valuation .equal to o:i:::. exc.ee.ding five hundred 

thousand ($5.00,000.) dollars. Provided futher, that 

any consolidated school district heretofore organized. 

l 



containing five hundred thousand dollars valuation 

are hereby legalized and shall have the benefit of all 

the provisions of this .1-\ct, and Provided futher, that 

any school district hav.ing the required area of not less 

than twenty five square miles and an assessed -valuation 

of not less than two hundred thousand dollars shall be0 

permitted to organize as .. a cons.olidated district and to,. 

secure the benefits of all the provisions of this Act. 

( SaQ. 1., H.B. 225, S. L. 1919 ), 

SECTION 163. DISTRICTS DECLARED DISORGANIZED: The 

c.ounty superintendent of public. instruction, shall 

upon rec.eipt of the report., a.s provided in the prec.eding 

section, declare said districts disorganized, and the 

consolidated distric,t organized, to form a consolidated 

cmnposed of the several districts voting to unite: 

Provided, that in the fo1-:'.mat.ion of consolidated districts 

comprising territory lying in more than one county, the 

county superintendents of public:. instruction of said 
. l 

counties shall act together in the manner as provided 

by law in the formation and control of joint districts, 

and shall at said meeti.ng of the voters of the newly 

organized school district., select a building site as 

near the c_enter of population of such consolidated 

districts as practicable. ( 2) 

SECTION l64.. OFFIGERS AND TERIHS: T'he officers 

of such. c,onsolidated dist1•ic.t shall be a director, 

a clerk and a m.embE,:c, who shall constitute a d..istrict 

board and who shall be elected and hol· d. ,.,l,··nei·•~ .r'.es·. . . 
· · J. .1. pec:::,ive 

_ _________,,,j 



· offices as follows: At the meeting provided for in 

the second preceding section, there shall be elected 

a director, a clerk and a member whose term of office 

s.hall expire at the same time as the term of like 

off ic.ers of other school districts; ProYided, that 

where more than two districts unite,not more than one 

rnembe.r shall Ile selected from the territory of any 

one oI the disorganized districts. ( 3 }. 

SECTION 165.. POvVERS. AND DUTIES OF THE BOAl=tD: 

1!rftAl\Jf5POR'l'ATION OF PUPILS: The powers .. and duties of 

the district b-oards herein provided and of the several. 

officers shall be the same as those provided by law 

f.o.r school districts and their several offic.ers in 

addi t.ion it shall be the duty of said <listriot board 

to prov:ide transportat.ion to and from scJ1ool for all 

pupils residing two or more miles therefr:om.,. in suitable 

vehicles of ample size, with comfortable seats, arranged 

to conform to the size of. the pupils to be carried, 

with adjustable covers for the comfort and protection of 

the pupils, dravm by st.out, gentle teams, driv:en by 

competent persons of good moral. character who shall have 

control of the pupils during their transportation. 

Prov:ided, a that. any consolidated school distric_t may, 

by a ma.jori ty vote of the legal voters present. and. 

voting at. any annual. meeting, provide free tran::;portation 

for all. pupils. under ten years of age residing in the 

district, whether living two miles or not, and sw~h 



.free transportation shall then.be furnished for all 

pupils under ten years of age residing in the district 

until a change shall be ordereff at an annual meeting 

of such district by a majority vote of all legal voters. 

present .anal voting at such mee.t:i,.ng. Proitided futher, 

that all inde:pendent schoo:1 districts having the area, 

population, and. asse.ssed valuation equal ta· that 

required of consolidated school districts as prov:ided. 

by law; f3ha11.have authority to prov:ide transportation 

for pupils, as proVcided by law; Provided futher, that 

the s.chool board may provide motor transportat.ion fo.r 

pupils as provided in this act, which may be either 

hired or purc.hased by the school board of said consolidated 

scl1ool districts.•: .. ( sec~ l, s. B. 313, s. L. 1919 ) ~ 
• 

NOTE- Pupils tra.nsf erred. to a consolidated school 

district have the same privileges of transportation 

as pupils residing in such distric.t. (10-14-14) 

SECTION l66. DISPOSIT.ION OF JE:NDEBTEDNESS: If any 

school district uniting to from a consolidated distri~t 

shall have at the time of its dJsorganizat.ion, a 

legally bonded indebtedness, such indebtedness s·ha11 · 

attac:h to and become a charge aga.inst the territory 

e;omprised in such disorganized districrtat the time of 

the d·isorganization, and i.t shall be the duty of tha 

County Excise Boar'1 of the county or counties in which 

suc.h territory is located to cause annually to be levied 

upon the property,real and personal, in such disorganized 



territory, a t.ax sufficient to meet the intrest and 

provide a. sinking fund for the payment of such indebted

ness: Provided, that the assets and property of any 

disorganized distric.t having an indebtedness shall first 

be applied in payment of its floa.ting indebtedness, if 

any, and then its bond·ed indebtedness, and the residue, 

if any, shall belong to the consolidated district. ( 5 ) 

SECTION 167. DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY: The school 

property of the disorganized district shall, upon the 

organization of the consolidated district, become the 

property of said district, except as hereinbefore 

provided, and the district board of said dif,trict is 

hereby authorized to dispose of sai.d property to the 

best intrest of saic1 distric.t. ( 6 }. 

SECTION 168. ANNUAL MEETING: The annual meeting 

of said consolidated district shall be held on the same· 
•·· 

date as fixed by law for holding the annual. meetings 

of each year at the school house belonging to said 

district, at two O'clock p. m. and close at six O'cloc.k 

p .. m. They shall have such powers and duties as are by 

law provide cl for annual sc.hool dis tric;t meetings. ( 7 ) • 

SECTION 169 .. SCHOOL DISTRICT LAWS APPLICABLE: In 

all matters relating to c,onsolidated school di:2.tricts 

not provided f.or in the preceding sections, the law 

relating to school districts shall be in force where 

said laws are applicable. ( 8 ).. 

GECTION 170. TO BE A BODY CORPORATE: A Consolidated 



when formed, shall be known as n Consolidated School 

District No.----, County of ---- 1 State -Of Oklahoma~ 

and shall be a body corporate.with power to sue and 

be sued. ( 9 ). 

SECTION 171. STATE AID FUND: All lands and funds 

that have heretofore been, or may hereafter be, d'erived 

frorn the sale thereof, embrs.ced in sec.tion 33, according 

to the United States survey located in Greer county, 

as the county exis,ted prior to Novemmer 1 1907, together 

with all lands selected in lieu thereof, and the proceeds 

of all rentals, intrests and sales accrued., or that 

may accrue therefrom, shall be set aside and credited 

to a fund which is ~ereby created, to be known as the 

u Union CTre,ded or Consolidated School District Fund 1 

the same to be used only to assist in constructing 

or paying for school buildings for consolidated school 

districts tpa.t have been, or may hereafter he, constructed 

under existing la1.ivs pertaining to union graded or 

consolidated school districts. ( 10) 

NOTE°.- Chapter 34, Session La1;):rs · 1913, setting aside 

all of section 33 1 Fund for Aid of Consoliclated and 

Union Graded Districts, was repealed by H. B. 501, 

session Laws 1917 1 which leaves Section 33 of Greer 

county the only lands of the State Aid: Fund~ 

SECTION 172. S'I'itTE POLICY DEFINED: Resolved, by 

the House of Representa,tives., the f3enate concurring 

therein: That it is declared to be the policy 

of the State of Oklahoma tr1at union graded or consolidated 



schools heretofore or hereafter organized as provided 

by law shall have all financial. ass.istcl-nce necessary 

to the development of said union gra.ded" or consolidate·d 

.· sdl1ools to their highest po int of eftlnctency; anct the 

revenues of the state are by this resolution pledged' 

to the support of said: union grad·ed or c.onsoltciated 

schools, along with other necessary· expenses of state 

government. ( H. C. Res. N9·. 25', Sessi.on La.ws 1917.) 

SECTION 17:3. · LAND .TO BE SOLD: The commissioners 

of the land offi'e:es. are authorized: and directed to 

sell and c.onvey all land's.described and set as;ide in 
-

section 10 of this article.; same to- be sold under the 

67. 

provisions 1 · limi ta.tions, exc,eption.s, rules and regulations 

of land's sold under amended senate bill No. 1, approved 

Marc.h 2, 1909~, the same heing, article 2, of chapter 28, 

of se..ssion l.aws of Oklahoma, 1909, or may hereafter be 

provided by law. ( 11. ) 

SECTION 174. DTSBURSEJ.vlENT: Such funds as have 

now a.c.c.rued by virtue of rentals, and such as ;;,may· 

her,eafter ace,ru·e. bjf virtue of rentals, and the proc0eeds:

o:f,;. sa,le and intrest thereon, pr'ior to January I, 1913, 

a.re . hereby ~ppropriated arid plac·ed at the disposal of· 

t,-he state board .of education, subjec·t to the c:onclitions 

and limitations contained in this article. ( 12) 

· ; SEG'T.ION l?.5. TO MAKE RULES AND REJ'GULATIONS: The 

Stp.te B.oard of E.duc.ation, in appv!Dtion:i.ng said fund-s, 

shall make such rules and regulations as shall ul tima.tffl;y:. · 



result in. a fa.ir and erquit®.b.le distribution of sa.iO: 

funds to the ¢1.:ifferent counties in the sta,te in pro-

. portion as nearly as m,ly be possible to the scholastic· 

population outsid·e of oit:tes of the first class. C 13 ) 

SECTION l '7ff., REQUIREMEJ\TTS TO BE M.'?.~T: In any 

consol id$.i.ted school district that has been formed for 

a term of not less than six scholastic. months, and 

has employed at lea.st three teachers 1 and has an actuq),1 

a.ttenda,nce during the said term of not fewer than one 

hundred: and thirty scholastic pupils. residing within 

the boundaries. of said di::ltrict 1 (the die,trict hfaving 

furnis.hed free transportation ti;, such c:i,S are contem

plated by the law provided for consolidated:·. school 

di:2,tric.ts) and that has- e.;lready constructed ~.nd furnished 

a suitable building of not fewer than three rooms, 

upon making proof of complianc.e with the foregoing 

provisions approved by the Gtate Superintendent of 

Public Instruction, shall have, drawn by the State 

Audi tor upon the s.tate Treasury against sa.id building 

fund in favor of the treasurer of said c,onsolidated 

school district, a warrant of not to exceed one-half of 

the cost or said building; provid:ed 1 that in no case 

sh.all any district receive a sum exceeding twenty five 

hundred dollars (:;;i2,500 .. 00) from the appropriation 

herein made; Provided, that the State Boa.rd of Education 

may decreiEi,se this amount if in its jtidgment the 8.i'.'.l.ount 

i.s greater th&tn the fair 1Jroportion belonging to one 

district. And. in any Union Graded Dietrict.that has 



been formed for a term of not less than sir scholastic 

months and has employed at least tv.ro teachers and" 

has an actual attendance during said term of not fewer 

than forty scholastic pupils residing within the 

boundo,ry of said district, and th2~t has a.lrE:iady con

structed and furnished a suitable building of not less 

than two rooms, upon making proof of compliance 'Ni th 

foregoing provisions approved by the State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction ; shall have d-rllvm by the State 

Aud'itor upon the State Treasurer against the building 

fund in favor of the treasurer of said union graded 

district, a warrant for the sum not to exc~Bd one-half 

the cost of the building; Provided, that in no case 

shall a district receive a sum exceeding twelve hundred 

a,nd fifty .cloll~i.;rs (~pl,25.0.00) from the appro})riation 

herein made; Provided, the.., t the ;-Jta te Board of Education 

may decrease this ar:1otmt if in its judgment the .&\mount 

is greater than the fair l)roportion belonging to one 

district; and Provided futher, that should such district 

co.nsolid1:1te after Q.. union graded school has been 

formed, the amount ,received from the state fund shall 

be deducted from the proportionate amount allowed a 

consolidated district under this act. Provided fut.her 

that in the event that a consolidated school district or 

a union graded distric.t fi!lds it necessary to::,issue 

bonds and erect or enlarge. a school building before such 

school can be conducted a.s a consolidated or union graded 



school, the·n and in tha.t event and in that event the 

school board of said consolidated or union. graded 

uistrict may make application for state aid befrbre the 

expira.tion of six months. Upon receipt of this applica.tion., 

the State Board of Educat.ion, after satisfying itself 

that said school district will be able to meet all the 

requirements as to attendance, transportation and 

instruction required of consolidated school districts, 

and union graded school districts that receive state 

ai!fr, shall set aside for use of said- district the amount 

to which said district is entitled and the school board 

of the c.onsolid;;'.ted or union graded school dis.trict 

shall thereupon be notified ·Of this action of said 

State Board. of Education. In order to save the sc_hool 

district the necessity of voting more bonds- than needed, 

this amount set aside by the State Board of Education 

for the use of consolidated school district, or the 

union graded school district, ~hall be applied by the 

school board· as the final payment to the contraptor 

for the erection of the building. Provided, hovvever, 

that the warrant shall not be drawn by the State Auditor 

on the State Treasurer until after the building has been 

a::mroved bv the d1strlct school board and Countv 
..._ - V ~ 

Superintendent of Public Irn:itruction. ( i3ed'·. 1, H. B. 

,821, Session Laws 1919.) · 

...... 



.SECTION 177 ~ STATE AID FOR CONJ30LIDATED SCHOOLS: 

Every consolidated school d~istrict compri;:o,ing not less 

than three districts, in this state heretofore organized, 

and now exi::::1ting r,.s such, a.nd has less than twenty five 

squre miles in :;;rea, and ·which has 'been established 

and· conducted for a period·· of not leE:s than six months 

under the terms of existing Ie.ws with reference to the 

c.onsolido.tion of schools; and which haF.: compliied with 

the laws of the st&te except as to the necessary area, 

and he,s a building containing not fevrnr th.an three .rooms 1 

sui ta.bly constructed, and a graded school employing not 

les.fo them three teacherE\, upon mak:ing proof of compliance 

with the laws of this state gaverning the creation 

of consolidated schools, and which :1hall have been 

approved by the 211.:i.perintendent of" public irn3 truction, 

shall be entitled to participate in the moneys appropri~t~d 

by the legislature of this state for the aid of con-

solidated schools in the same ma,rmer and to the same 

extent as can now be fdbne by such schools h~~ing an 

area of twenty five square .miles. (Sec. 2, S. B. 150 

Session Laws 1Ql7.) 

Whenever a 

• 

consolidated school district of not less than twenty five 

(25) square miles in &rea shall have bee~ est~blished 

and conducted for a period of not less than six months 

under the terms of existing laws with reference to 

consolidation of schools, and a building containing not 

f evver than three ro orns, suitably com.itruct,2d, equipped 

J 



an« furnished,2shall have been built, and a graded school 

employing not less tnan three teachers shall have been 

conducted for a term of not less than six months, upon 

making proof of compliance with the f oregping provi:c:1 ions 

approved by the state superintendent of public· instruction 

shall have drawn a warrant in favor of the district 

tre2.surer as provided in section 1 of this a.ct. And, 

whenever a union graded school district of not less 

than twenty five square miles in area shall have been 

established and conducted :for a period of not less than 

six months und'.er the terms of existing laws with 

reference to union gra.ded schools, and a building con

taining not less than two rooms suita.b1y con.structed 

equipped and furnished, shall have been built, abd: a 

grs..ded: school employing not less than two tea.chers shall 

have been conduc.ted for a term of not less th::::1n six months, 

upon mal:;:ing 9:1roof of compliance with the foregoing 

1)rovisions a1yoroved. by the state supe_rintendent of public 
.i .i.: J.:. "" .... 

instruction sh&,11 have drawn a warrant in favor of the 

district treasurer· as provided in section 2 of this act. 

( Sec.· 3, H. B. 134, Ch. 18'7, L~ 1915.) 

SECTION 179 .. APPROPRIATION; CONSOLIDATION AND 

UNION GRADED BUILDINGS: .There is hereby appropriated 

out of any money in the state treasury to the credit of 

the Union Graded and Consolidated School District fund, 

creat.ed by uhapter 112, of the ;3ession Laws of Oldahoma, 

1911, the sum of seventy five thous"1,ncl dollars Cl~75 ,000) 

or so much thereof as ma,y be necessary, for the purpose 



o.f aiding e.r:i:d asHisti.ng in the construction of Union 

Graded~ and Consolidated District Buildings, to:nbe 

a.pportioned, distributed: and expended ac.cording to 

provisions of existi.ng law. ( Sec~ 2: S. B. 15, 

Special Session 1921.) 
,, 

SECTION 180. APPROPRIATION, G0NS0LJ:DATI0N AND UNION 

GRADE BUILDING'S: There .is hereby appropriated, out of 

any money in the state treas.ury to the credit of the 

General Reserve Fund, not otherwise appropriated, the 

sum of seventy five thousand dollars (~p?5,000) or so. much 

thereof o.s ma.y be necessary, for the purpose of aiding 

and assisting in the construction of Union Grad~ea: and 

Corisol.tdated !chools District. Buildings, to be apportioned, 

distr,r,:buted and expended ac.c.ording to provisions of 

e~isting laws. (Sec. 2.S. B. 15, Special Session 1921.) 

SECTION 181. COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT lv'W1.Y CALL 

ELECTION TO DISSOLVE: The Coun:t;;y Superintendent of 

Public. Instruction) may, upon pe{ittbfi 0 olg:one-ha.lf- 'of 

the legal vofers of any 0011,sol.idated or union graded 

school district, call an election at some convenient 

pHice in. said consolidated or union graded dis.trict, 

for the purpose of voting on the question of whether 

such aon~olidated or union graded school district shall 

be dissolved:. Notic.e of said election shall be given 

by having written or printed notices postE!;d in at lea.st 

five public places in such cdlnsolidated or union graded 

school district &t least ten days prior to said election. I 

J 



SECTION 182. REORGANIZA'l'ION 0? DIDTRIQTS UNITED: 

If seventy (70) percent of the voters of such con

solidated. or union grad"ecl districts at election held as 

provided by the first section of this act, shall vute 
I 

to dissolve the consolidated or union graded school 

district, the clerk of said special election shall 

74 .. 

repor:t such fact: to the County Superintendent. of Public 

Instruction. The said vounty Superintendent shall then 

declare such consolidated or union graded school di:::trict 

dissolved, and that the origj_nal school districts which 

had united in forming said consolidated or union graded 

s-0hool district will thereupon be revived, and it shall 

b~ the duty nf the County Superintendent to appoint 

persons to fill all vacancies in the school boards for 

ea.ch of the school districts, vrho shall serve for 

respective terms as other like officers in other school 

districts. (Sec. 2, H. B. 155, S. L. 1919) 

SECTION 183. PAYMENT OF INDEBTEDNE.SS: If any 

consolidated or union graded school district at the time 

of its dh:solution shall have received state aid as 

provided in Section 14 ~nd 15 of Chapter 21Gt~ Article 

''t, Session Laws of 1913, or shall have a legally 

bonded or warrant indebtedness, such indebtedness shall 

be distributed among the various sc.hool districts com

posing consolidated or union graded district in proportion 

to the a,ssessed valuation of each of the districts to 

the assessed valuation of the consolidated or union graded 



I 

school di.strict for the pa.st fiscal year ~ncJ.: suc·h 

f.ndebtedt1ess shall attach to and become a part of· 

the different school districts and it shall be the duty 

of the County Excise Board of the county or counties 

in which such districts a,re locate.d· to cause to be 

1.evied annually upon_ the property, real and personal, 

of' the d1ffer:ent districts, a ta.x sufficient to pay 

intrest on suc,h indebteciness or t.o reimburse- the state 

in full for state ai.d recc➔ivea.:· and: to cons ti tu te a 

a. sinking fund for the pa.yment of the indebtedness when 

due. The assets a.nd property of the c-onsolida.ted or 

union gr&.:ded district when dissolved, shall be first 

a.pplied on payment of indebtedness of the CiO.nsolidated 

or union graded school districts, and if the entire 

consolidated: or union graded school district has no 

indebtedness, then the assets and property shall be· 

sold" and partitioned among the different school districts 

on the same basis as provided herein for the distribution 

of the indebtedness. Provided that the County Exc~ise 

Boards of said county shall assess a tax ag~inst any 

such district. sufficient to reimburse the state within 

fi~e years from the da.te o.f dissolution for all money 

contributed by the state, the unpaid ip.oneys to bear 

intrest to the sta.te at the riil,te or· five ( 5) percent 

until -paid. This levy for· principal, intrest and sinking· 

fund shall be made against the entire consolidated or 

union graded school district, collected by the county 

Treasurer as a separate fund, and paid to the state 



tallments, including all 
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