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Society .h· r~ fre \,iuently "o---on studied from the to1:i do, m,· r • 

Only .., few iv.tens, ve studioe1 h ve ever ~ en mude of he a1 11 

unit. in the field of rur 1 ooiolo y . he most ,rorninc1 Lt tud-

Uhurcb uncl Countxy i.f e of tho ·re•~ oirtert 11 Church . 4- hii.:: or . n 

iz.c.t ion 11 s ·ade ~ui·veyt.. of rural oon111,t1nities in Indi .na , is<'.' 

ouri, ~en UOKY. ·enneasee , -..net r 1hio . !:J°irnil .r tudios h!l ·0 been 

fhe tni versl ty of ,inn r o't • 

T'hie i the l:ir t ttom.t to ma1.e ttn lntensive Boci. ... l r.J1·ve;, 

is indebted to I ny veorile v.no h(l 'Ve lded :..1.1u oncour,. ,~ ed ii. i11 

asoeoially iudebt.ed to D1· . ·· very L C ..... rl~on , 

h" directed ·this ,ork from i to incept ion. ·{he writ e:r i o ·, 1 ,·o i. ~

debted to ,, rs , millb B ssler- l l~dp;o, ~owit:l . upori.nt 11rle11 t of' 

~cnool , nd r • .n . c. e sor , Count y ,ssesor , ,,:r -cnr.mit in ... to 1:-·c 

of vuluc bJ.c recurde in he lr l'esyecti ve office • Dr . ,- • s. ). · · 1..., , 
• 

• u _ _: e,;:,t · one . '.i o . .:r h . h . holdorreud , a farmer in tho t.ow1v:.hi: , to 

r • 1 . 13:rown, t:Cie only t',o t,; :.e.c in the de~- tri c t , m to .~r . o n 

Jl •in ~h ol dc ..... t t tler in th com ,.ml ty , tho . rl t .r i..:; fl~~ -

pcci"'l1... ·na ei>t ed or v lu ble inforr.:..t 1 , n on h r 11 --1ou.L , 
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INTRODUCTION• 

~he principal oonsi dera t1on wh1 oh prompted the wr1 ter to 

undert ke the task of ool l eoting the data contai ned in this sur

vey was to eeonre original informati on oono .rn1 g the .oonomio , 

Socla.l , an Rel1g1ou oondi tion of a small rural oommuni ty in 

oen tral Oklahoma. 

The re aeons f o:r r\Teying a mall oommuni ty m,q be enurnerat• · 

ed a fol lows; 

( 1 ) Beoauee of the intorla tions of so oial problems , 1 t 1 e 

bes t that "the social survey be rrada as oompr hons1ve as pos ible. 

C 2) The factor of oooi.al life ar core easily 1eolated and 

controlled for the J: Urpoee of an inv esti .ation , 1n a mall oom

muni ty than in a l arge one. 

{3) 1he sm ller communities should be survoyed by atati ti

cal method beoau e each oommuni ty ha di verge.noi e from the gen

eral trend that a.re of eutt1c1ent 1ntore t to warrant their 1n

tens1 Te etuay. 

( 4) Abe all communi tie should be investigated to deter

mine the truth or falsity of the idea thnt ooial disorders are 

oharacteri st1 o only of la :rg r onnters . 

The re aeons whi ch prompted the write~ to undertake tbi a 

study were beoauee o:t an intereet in th i s branch of soo1ology 

and also 1n order to ful fill pnrtioular cholost i c requirements 

in the School ot Co eroe and arke ting of th Oklohomo Agri• 

cultural an eohanical Colle e . This undertaking wa e elected 

also beoauee 1 t r equir~d resfl arch work and praoti ce in making 

an original investigation . 
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fhe material for this s~uely was gathered by the wr1 ter dur-

ing the eoholastio year. 1922-23. The unit selected :fo·r resea'roh 

and stn.6.y is a purel3 rnral ooo.,unun1ty1 three miles eouare, located 

in the southeastern comer of 01mnuron Township, Payne County. 

Oklahoma. Tbe investigation waa made personally by the wr1 ter 

who armed himself w1 th a questioru:unre, and made a house to house 

canvas of the a.ommuni ty on toot. While the study has not bean 

an exhaustive one. £ome ~nfomation has been seoured, wh1oh it 

1e hoped will throw light on 1he pl'Oblems of rural end social lite. 



C H A P ! E R l , 

GENERAL Dr;BOBIP!ION OF TBE UIIT SURVEYED. 

(A). Size and tooation of the Unitlli 

~he Independent school D1 strtot located 1n the southeastern 

part o:t 01mmarron 'rownsh1Pw Pqne County, Oklahoma. ts an ordin

e.r1 rural conmmnit7, located a little north of the oentral part 

of Oklahoma. It is thr e railes equs:re. end thus oontains nine 

section of land. The total number of aoree 1n the cor.nmun1 ty is 

6, 760.. There are no towns or villages within this di striot11 

There are two "towns within ensy r~n>h. Cushing W1 th a population 

o t 6•326* people ie located just two miles to the e-:at. Ripley., 

an incorporated tovrn of 410* people ie located one mile west and 

two miles north from the northe:rn border. Cushing seems to get 

the larger shar"' of the trade from thie community. Cushing is an 

oil t-own <X>ntaining eon-u, twelve refineries, ootton oil mills, 

storage hcrusas, several tank farms and other varied industries 

which make it a thrj~ving city, and gives the farmers of thia die

tn ct a 11& rket for their pro duce. ouehing has three railroads,, 

namely; The Atch:leon ~Opeka end Santa li'e, The 011 Belt Route of 

the Santa Fe, and the 1eeourt, Kaneal¼ and Texas Rail:ro ad. 

Ripley has but one :railroad and 1t 18 a Junetio.n point on 

the Atchison. Topeka and smita Fe Railroad. This town 1e tn,1oal 

ot most town of 1 ta size an<1 servos as a trading center for the 

:lmnedi tely su.:r.rounding country., 

(B). General Geographical Feuturee. 

The 41strtot drains to the north. .Big Creek runs along 1ts 

• United Sta.tea cens us Report of 1920. 



western border just in 1 de the di tri ot, thu oau ing the ater 

to drain to the A t. Thie creek h a o. 11 e stone bottor in 

most place , and the wa ter 1 v ry ole r. It does not run ·1n the 

summer, but still there are deep hole of water, probably fe t by 

underground springs., Thare are eev ral deep holes along th1 

creek Which m9¥ be from eight to t elve feet deep. 

The land 1 rolling md olmo t all prairie, exoopt tor a 

te bl ck jao sin tn~ north eastern corn r. Th only tre s ar~ 

. along the str e, although t :i,.e:m r e many farmers who have et 

out tr es about tho ir homee. Co:tton wood, el1n, box elder, alnut, 

black jacr, eye re ond bi rob are the mo t frequently to be 

found. The per ·1mr.on trees are numerous; end there are o few 

pecan tr e • ~he type of oil, goologic 117 peaking, is the 

Kirkland clay loam and the Vernon clay. There i 's quite a bit of 

sandy loam also. Thie soil is not fertile a some of the other 

eoil mentions d. Age.in., the re are several and rooks or ,bo 1,ldora 

close to the urfaoe. Ihle region 1 between eight hundred and 

nin hundred f at abov ea leval. There arn no . lar e streams 

within the district, but t be 01mmarron River flows ju t two mi lee 

to the north. 

(C). History of the Di strict. 

Thia community a oponoo for settl m.t September 22, 1891. 

The method of lection wao a follo . , 
on September 22, 1891, at noon oll the people ho wanted a 

farm re to tart from aero the Cimarron River. People from 

everywhere were enc p od across the riv r a few doys be!or the 

raoe t rted. They cams mo tly on horse brok.* At t elve o'oloo~ 

* The wri tPr' s great uncle, I aac Faoroe, rode a mule. 



September 22, 1891, they rushed aoross the river d galloped off 

to select the beet ola1m. Row ver, uoh to their surpri e, they 

found that some. of the beet ol atms had be en tu.ken and ev n crops 

w re groWing on them. These people \"I re ca n Soonere, beoauee 

they came in too soon. There i a district just to the outh ot 

Independence that they have med "Soonerville" beoause o many of 

the ola .s were ts.ken before the ~om1al opening. Thi dittrict 

still carries t t no.me, ev,n until to-day. Aftor selecting the 

olaim they most desired, th SoQ'l s hnd to find the rook on the 

olai m hi oh ma rke · the ra • e , t o in hip • e.nd _ eotio n nw ber. hen 

they found this rock, t ey rv he to Guthrie to fil tho record 

upon he Jan d ol med • . Guthrie Vf9.£ th .n the Capital of Oklahoma 

Ter.1itory, and 1 loo ted jUE,t. for ty mile \Vest ot t his comr.runtty. 

Thi <D unity h s b .an ettled only t irty-t o year • ~here ill 

remsln three tsm111e in thie community. who me.de the race for 

their :ta.rm on Sept r.ibor 22, 18Ul, namely; l. r. John Wilkins , r. 

Chae. ill1ame, and r. J. A. ord. r. John 1lk1ns has the high

est prove and best kept place in th community. lle has lived 

upon 1 t i noe the opm1ng of the (),trip , ·with the exception of one 

year, r•ich he pmt in Cushing, Oklnho,a. 



. C!iAPTER I I • 

.l?OPULAfION. 

(A). History of the Popule.tion.* -

Census 

" 

n 

n 

"' 

" 

1905 

1910 

1916 

1920 

1922 

, 

--·---------~--------~-------·~-

,I 

140 

190 

l.'16 

160 

165** 

Some int ere sting facts are revealed regarding t ,he growth of 

the d1et.r1 ct. The firat oonsn s ever taken was beto re the settle

ment. January 1, 1891. At t h is time it wa.s 1nhe.b1 ted by the Iowa 

Indians who lived in small trt oes, hnre und t , ere, throughout th1a 

district. There are sti 11 trn.ceei of these inha.bi tan ts to be. found 

here, ciuoh a e the location of their oo unoil me "'tinga , t heir Indian 

cw.noes, and 1,het.r burial grouna.. To the west abo t five miles is 

the Indian i ce1on, for the Sao and Fox trt bes. uncle Billy i•ur

dook as the toundf'Jr of it, and he ti 11 presides over this m1ee1on~ 

He 1s bout n inety years of age at the present ti ma. 11 1 is a. w .1te 

man. 

'!'he Indian children attend school with the wh1 te children, now~ 

* <fenous Reports of 1900 and 1910., Oklahoma State Oensu e Rflports , 
Page 610. · 

•• Investigator report of 1 923. 



ani eome of them attend the eoo1e churches. !i:he1r soaial gatherings 

are fr&quentl;v held jointly with tho whtte peO}lle, and some of their 

children intermarry w:1 th the whit es. .But still there sa&.1e to re• 

main an instinctive barrier betw. n the two i-acea. The Indian ie 

still on a lo er E,0aial basis than his w~i te broth •~r who looks dov1n 

upon him tv somt'l ~xtP.n t. rt te 'n:t coneiderod. a guod social practice 

by some to 1ntermer:,:y With the Indian. althougb the p mo1 toe has 

been fr quez;it in many cas ,~ e in tbi e state. 

In 1910 tbA maximum populat1on of th1a distri et was reached. , 

It wae one hundred and ninety. This s1 tuation i partly e~lainecl 

by the :fact tba.t each family had raised thair children, and _the 

olde t child wa , at this time, a bout old enough to leave home and 

the lest ehild had Just been bo:rn. so this was the period ot ma:d

mwn poymlntion. The young people who had 

the O.istr:tot, end th birth :rate deoreaeed, in thi cornmuni ty. In 

1915, the population ho.d docreo.sod to one hundred and eavon.ty, due 

to the marriages of eome. attendance at H1gh school or Oollt,gea ot 

otheJ"s, and others who sought amplo7ment elsewhere--all of which 

took them out of their home district. The population in 1920 was 

ona- hundr~d and sixty; and it ifl no ona hundran and sixty-five, 

wh1eh tends to prove tb!l t 1 t is 11 .ely to n Attle around this point. 

':'he popula:t1on around cueh1ng h 110 ohrulged vo~y ra1>1dl¥ -in the 

last ten years, due to th a oil fi _ lds; and .ilso on account o1 the 

oil production. year by y ·ar. gradually extnndin3 to thaae surround

ing comtnUnitles. 

f:B) • lemon ts of the present J>opula. tton • (1923) 



(l). Total Popula t1cn by Age ~md Sex D1v1e1on.• 

J ale Female Total 

5 yrs to 18 yrs ... .,. ... 10 -.---- 2& ----• 44 . 

18 yr to 21 yrs -·· 6 -.......... 5 •·-':"'• 9 

21 yrs m1d ov~:r ..... ,..45 ......... - ... 46 ........ 90 

Total ---~·-----?a ........... ~7 ---- 166 

rom the abo't'a table, it will ba obsflrved that tmre a:re a 

total of 78 males nnd 87 :teme.lee in tho d:tetr1ct. There is an 

equal di v1 ion of the a&xe among t hoee over 21 yoars of e.ge there 

being 45 ma:J.ee and 46 females. It will _be al.so obee:rved tbe. t 1n 

t~ class ot peo ple under 5 Jeers of age, there ore 9 males an4 

13 females. The al fte:mnoe in sex 1 s not so great aw:>ng the people 

up to eighteen yee.rs of age. p-obably beoauee the ,mal.ee a:r• too 

young to leave home tor emplo,m.mt. Oousequently the males and fe

me.lee e.re near er equal at th1e age than any othe:r. 

,SJhe first practical ,census w aa t nkan just after "tb,e run," in 

which there was found to be one mm on every one hundred and e1xt1 

e.eres, which would mal·e the popula1aon thtrty.eix. But by 1895 

v1hen they had brought the1:r families, whioh we.re small, consisting 

ot & wife and occasionally one obild, the population hnd inoi-eased 

to one hundred. By 1900, the population had 1ncre·ased to one hun

dred a nd twenty. Although not much of an 1norease, 1ri 1teelf, it . 

was u1 te a gro th ·tf you consiibr the percentage ot 1noreaeA and 

also the lor3e numbAr who were foroAd to leave on aooount of lack 

ot funds. The nsJtt five yeera the population also increased, 'but 

the growth was mo re steo.dy., the people had bAoo ma real home builders, 

* Investigator Count. 



'l'here are a total of eventy•five people t"rventy-one 1ears of 

age•- and nine;ty ov&r tut age. !here are fifty-three p~reons of 

eohool age 1n the dietr1ot, 1.0. between the ages of f1ve and 

t·11ent.1-one uea.rs. 

CO). Population 01&.aeified. Aooording to both pl~oe and origin. 

(1), OF1gin of Population, 

Birthplaoes -•~•-- Number born•-•~~--~ of Total 

ithin Distrio~ ••------ 60 ••·--•-•••---· 31-.2 

From the above table t t w~ll be observed that the le.rgest 

percent of' the .residents were born1n other states. This would 

naturally be expeo"bed, since the distriot 1e only thirty-two years 

old. 31.8% were born nth1n the d1s-ta:-iot and 19 .3% in Oklahoma. 

!his 1s a tn,iaal Amerionn dietriot of the southwest., _ 

(A). Cle.seifioution of Ohild.r~n of Parente living in the Distriot. 

Aooorling to their Residence,. 

Pi-esent Looatioll .......... ?Jtt.zriber ......... _,. ___ l?er oent 

-In D1str1ot --............... __ 89 _,..,...,. __ .,....,,..,. ... ,....... 29 .66 

In Oou:nty - .. - ........ - ......... - .... 94 ................ _ .... ..,..., .... 31.33 

01Jher States --•----- 2 ......... _ ........ __ .,...., __ ..,. .66 

Phe ohildren raioed in tbis eommunit~ do not soatter far. 

22 ,66,, re!$1ned in the district; and 31.33}"& romatne4 in tb.e ounty" 

3~h66~ have gone to other plaoea 1n the Sta te. and only .66'!& ha:ve 

gone to other utat~e. 

CB)" Oles ifiostion of Children over twenty-one ~rears of age. or 

of husband of married daughte~e a:.,oording t -o Ocoupation. 



10. 

Oooupation Number 

There seems to bee. vtr:, narrow range 1n the ohoice of oooupa ... 

tion, among the children of o.1t1zens of this community. The people 

of t~ie eooial unit are engaged chiefly 1n agriculture, fie find 

that . most of the children f 66 .• 6&% ). tollow this oaeupat1on in after 

life, either from oho1ce or neoees1ty. There are (44,86%) .of the 

children engaged in 011 fi.eld labor. The reason for the high per

eenta.ge '.ts beoa.use of the r.iloseness of the ()il fields. The. oloe

es'b field ~s only one milt) northea,st of this com.'nunity. e,nd there 

are several oil :tef1ner1es within five m1lea . 13-estdea .afew eohool 

teachers, ole.rieal ,1orkers . nnd one college gra.dua'b student. the 

maJority of ~hem ere takin up agri0ulturet and employment in the 

oil fields. 

{O) • · Population Olaaaifiea. Aocordtns to Size of Farn11ies . 

Humber of Number of Total !lumber of Others !otal 
ohildrei1 in ?lumber of Parents in in Popu.la• 

Fam1+1ee Families Children eac0h olase Rome tion. 

l 0 0 l 0 l 

6 0 0 6 2 14 

2 1 2 4 1 'I 

.,, 8 14 14 2 30 

3 3 9 6 0 15 

2 4 8 4 0 12 

2 5 10 4 1 14 

(oont1nued on next page) 



Bunibor ot Number of 
Children 1n 

Families Families 

1 6 

8 "I 

3 8 

0 g 

0 10 

0 11 

l 12 
80 0 

Outs14e District t • ·- . . . 

ith1n Distriot 

11. 

T'oto.1 irumber of Otll-e:rs Total 
number of Parente in in Popu.ls ... 
Oh114ren eaoh close Home tion. 

6 2 2 8 

14 4 0 18 

24 6 0 50 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

'12 2 0 26 
99 53 8 175 

6 
Children living elseWhere 10 

The totel population 9:f the conmrunity, counting all. children 
' . 

of parent.a who still r~eide w-1 th.1n the d.1.strt.ctl; bnchelors 11. parents 

and others in the v.a.rioua b.ousehold.e • is one hundr$d and etventy• 

fi'O"e. HoweV$1",, ten of these dnngbters and. sons l"eaide outside ot 

the boundaries of the d.istrtet .• leaving a total population of one 

hundred and sixt7 .. fiv&. Tlv~re are a. total o:f' thirt7 fam11iea in 
' ' 

the 41atriot, ina1u41ng e. ba.(>helor who ree14ee.on a separate fam . 

The ave~age number of children per family ie 3 . 5S and tbe .rna.x1m1lm 

number 1e twelve. '!'her& were t~o families wbo had twelve ohildren. 

The most :frequent number of eh1.ldren per family is two, there b·e• 

1n seven families with tb.a.t number. lfhere we.a 011e bachelor operat

ing e. sepa:re.te form. o.nd a:t1tooupleA tJhildless. There we:r two 

families who had only one child. 'J.thttre were eight f'am111&a vm.o 

live~ with other fs.tnilies, i.1ho rere rela.tivee. 

In this Ustriot there are no persons fore:t.en born, or even 

of foreign bom parents. Perhaps th1e was Aue to the :fact that 
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the fore1 bom population do not see the south eat, like they . 
do the ast, .forth nd the , eet. and ~specie.11.y th orthwo t. 

Only t lv children ere born in the d1otri·t during the 

1st year, three of th m did shortly after irth. mhere ·ere a 

p ir oft in (boys} among the now arrival, but thy only lived 

thr •e eek • Four of the n w born Mer girls and seven :rere boys. 

Two funeral 0 ·er - held for memb r of the d1atriot durin th past 

t elv months, One a do bl fun ral fort in babi and the other .. 
for e. baby girl , one 1onth old. There · re ome more fu...~era.ls 

held within th1a community for peopl~ who had resided outsid of 

th district. Only three couples h d been, rri d durin the 

t lv months, but non of th m living in id of th distr~ot. 

although· t hey · er 11vin ;n some part of ·the county. 

(D). Deore e 1n a Population . 

"A ou:rvoy juot oompl ted by the United Stat o Department of 

A•rioulturo hos decrease, dur1n 1922, of 450.000 persons in 

the agrioulturol po ulat1on of this 001.ntry. his pr envo c ~ery 

s riou itu.ation in view of the f ct that the total population 
, 

of th nation is rapidly incr ae1n ~ ~n ~dditlon to the norm 1 

olty po ul tion, hioh is gor.vlng etee.dily, th remaining farmers 

must feed th 460.000 persona who hove left the farm and gone to 

the oities." 

"Som thing ust b don to meet the d area e in farm popula

tion. Three methodE su gest themselves: First, a 'bac -to-th -

fa.rm• move ent: aeoond. a more ideepree.d u e of labor-saving maoh• 

1nery, end thi d , t &noourag nt of i ·n . o.t1on to this country, 

. of :f- rmers fro other oountrie •" 
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ft 

number of y-eors; but with very little m1oof'£G.t . Persona who leave 

the farms and become settled bl business pos1t1ona in oitiee have 

little inclination to go back. rrowev~r . it is prob£1ble that a 

strong 'baok•to•the•ftu:m I movement• nows would have more euoo ess 

than in .the past bt>oa.uee t erm life is beoomi:r1g .1:noreatHngly more 

e.ttro.otive e.e b.ara ... surfaoetl. roads, :rural mail delivery. an! tole• 

phone place the fflrrner within ee.si&r eooess to the eountry ahools 

and ohurohes. to their nei bbors and to the theatriosl and other 

entertairi..mente in to,ms and citi~e."* 

A more widce read use of power ma.chin e-,:y cm the farm would 

help oonsid~rnbly • Mtmy farmero o.re buying lallor-stivtng maehinery. 

!n some oom.munit1es, fai~ers who are f:Luanoia.lly uns.bl~. as in

dirtdualo, to bey auoh maohlneey, are pooling their resouraes and 

puro~iasi.ng . the maohineey af:1 oolleottv-o property, to be used, in 

turn, by the partners .• 

Thero should bo a stronge~ enoourc.gcment of :f'i;irme~ tmmi a

tion to the United States.. Approx1mo.tely '100 Uor11egians and 

Swadieb farmers \Vere rooentlz, admitted to t his aom1ti-y and loft 

1"Vlled1at ly for the farm lands of the West. They ,wture e.n inte111-

. gent and thrifty lot and had no d11'fioulty in passing tho 1ml igra

. 'bion tests. Tho government should sge.lt more immigranta of this 

type. 

/ 



C H A P T E a I I I • 

LAUD. 

Total n:wnber of Acres ...... .,.,.,. ... ..,...,. ........................ li.,"160. 

Aores net t~mbl•e ...... ,._.,. ____ ........... _..., __ 6,.'IGO. 

Aoree in Public highv.rar ......................... _ · 85. 

Average s11u.1 of boldln.g ,.. ................... ,i.. ... ,,,.......... 135 .a 
Mald.m111n a10e holding . ............ ___ ..,...,_..,...,._ 560. 

?lost f-requent •eize hblding ............... -......... 160. 

A~ersge aotual value per acre __ .,...,..,.-_ ... .,. , 60• 

Total aotool value of all ho14inge ... ,.. 288QOO,, 

. 
Average 1nereas$ in value per acre ....... .,,..,. 20 ., 

(1910-20) 
Average inoreu.ee in value per aare -•-• 2 ., 

fper fe&1") 
Owners tilling . the·il" own farm exelusivelJ lt. 

Reuters tilling rented fa.me ......... -.... 19. 

:Renters who own and till adjoining farm 2 • 
. 

Own.ere who own and till the adjo1n111g farm 3. 

There a.:te thirty-three separate £arms 111 the district; ana 

the average size oaf '' Oh farm is l3£h53 aorea. The largest farm 

owned by one man is 360 a.ores. and it happens to be about the 

poorest farm 1n th eornmunitJ. The .minimum size holding is 40 

ao:ree. This farm is rented. The m1n1mum aize holding farmed by 

the owner ts 80 ao,reall. Tn,e most frequent size farm is 160 aorea. 



The r eon 1a beca a of th ne mesa of this oomrrnn1 ty, \ · i •h is 

only thirty-one y 'tr old. Th land m in· 160 a.ore tracts wh n 

t le • nd only f ., fer,. a h&ve een d · vided sinoe. The v r-

0 e actil!!l 1 4 .e of the land per o.ore ie esti ated to be 60.00 

an s.ora. Acoor in(';' to some far era, the lend hno incr&s.oed ; 20.00 

an er 11 v· lue sin 1910., · 'his vs luat1on of the land lo ia sod 

upon its value for agricultural purpo eo. There · av been oil 

boo a throu .hout this oommun ty. at ;vl ioh times om 'rs of far. s 

arc offered a h has 100.00 an ore. 

30% of tho l"fl till their O"m f, 1,ns exclusively• 6 rent 

and t1J.1 .1oini11g farms, 60% of the farm ro rent e:x lu i1tely , 11, 

r rent rs. but o·rn and till adjoinin t ~rma. 1here in & lar-e 

p roe t of ab nt e 1 !.l~dlordism in this oo. m 1ity. bout 661 of 

f a s a 

( ) • Th 

till d by- r nt&ro. 

& tion of ent • 
. 

Terms of r 11t 
per acre 

1.66 

1.68 

2.20 

Total 

Gra111 _ ent • 

,hare 

~ re.in 

Total 

nmber of 
acres 

860 

80 

360 

1umber 
acres 

80 

1'120 

• 

1800 

mber of Total 
f ar s rented rent. 

6 1549.60 

l 135.00 

3 792.00 

22 2876.GO 

of itmiber of 
fo.rme rented 

1 

12 

13 I 



The terms of cash rent range around $1 . '15 per acre through• 

&ut this community, although ee.eh rent is not practical in the 

41etr1ot, The1y use the systern of share orop rent moot frequently ,. 

Thie oonsiste of ·one.third of the sra1n and one-fourth of the cot

ton p:roduoed, Then if there 1e a failure both partt&s lose, and 

if a "bumper orop" both parties reap the harvest. Crops have be(nt 

rather unoerta.1:n the last fey, years• hence we .find more renters 

asking for one-t-bil"4 grain e.ni On$-tou:rth cotton ?"8-te·., or rent on 

a she.re be.sis. 

( O ) •· Perme.nenoz, c:t Land Tenure. 

, Length of Rea1denee. 

Period OWners 

LC!U11S than one y$-B.r 2 

1 to 2 l 

8 t~ 3 l 

3 t ·o 4 0 

4 to 5 0 

6 to 10 l 

10 to 15 z 
15 to 20 0 

20 to 26 l 

25 to 30 6 

1b Renters ~ 

.e 2 .,6 

.3 11 fh3 

.3 3 .g 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

.3 l :,3 

.9 0 0 

0 0 0 

.3 0 0 

1.a 0 0 

The above t able on land tenui-e eho 11s that there ar.e a large 

number of short time oooupants of the farms, in the oase of renters . 

'.Ubere are. ve,:y fev, short t 1.me oooupante o-f the farm in the case of 

owners. 'lb.ere are two ,own.era who hnv.~ oocup1ed their :farms tor 

lees than one year. Thia may be beoause the ohance of finding 



17 

oil is probable rtd the farmer doec;u't rant to lose this opportun

ity. Three of t he ·mere ho.v ooaupieil th r f rm bet en ten 

and fifteen yenra; and aix of them bet e t enty-:five and thirty 

yoars. 

Only t·· o renter had lived on ,he s. e farm less than a year . 

One of these h d made it a he.bit of ~oving ev€ y er and the other 

n a "nevtly .- ed." One renter h d live~ on the s me fa n for ei ht 

ye re, but 1n this oa he 1au renting from 1i f ' t r-in-law. 

o to three a.rs ac• , th . ost com on p riod of t nu.re. 

(D). ompar1 on of Agee o .. o 1ers and 3entero. 

es 

Under 25 yrs 

.25 to 30 yro 

30 to 36 yrs 

35 to 40 yr 

40 to 46 yx-a 

46 to 50 yrs 

50 to 56 yr 

55 to 60 yrs 

00 to 65 yrs 

65 to 70 yrs 

Over "10 yrs 

Owners 

0 

0 

l 

0 

2 

0 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

% 
0 

0 

, 3 

0 

0 

.9 

1 

4 

8 

2 

2 

l 

2 

0 

l 

1 

0 
• 

1.2 

0 

0 

Only on man undor thlrty•five y roof age ottD. d land 1n 
. 

the dietrlct. Th re ere t o O'llller betw en forty and forty-five . 

The maximum na~ber of owner were between the a ee of fifty nd 

f1fty• five , this num er bein tnree. Only one renter waa under 

t enty- five y era of · ge; four bet· ,een twenty-five end thirty and 

the maximum number , eight , fell betv,een the ~ gee of thirty and 

thirty- five . Two owner ere abo•e seventy years of age . 
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0 H A P T E R I V , 

nusumes .. ELATious .. 

(A). Velue of Personal Property.* 

The total value of personal property fo:r the 7ea.:r 1922 was 

8,825.00, this la a low rating, because the County Aeniu1uasor •a 

book& does not re4ord the full valUth V/hen they are appraising 

the property , perhaps their appraisal would only roach c.n1e.half 

of the real value. Ve.luatione for taxation purposes are notoricn.te ... 

ly below the market value • 
. 

( :a) . Value of Live Sto,ck,.-

Live Stook 

les 

Cattle 

Swine 

Sheep 

Goats 

.?lumbes-

61 

19 

160 

83 

0 

0 

r .· t1 r 

Value . 
s.110.00 

'/06.00 

2,,1195,00 

·285,.00 

000.00 

000,00 

There were sixty-one horses in ~he 4ie,triet, a very emo.11 

numbet4. in4eed• when we take into consideration the faet that 

there are thirt1 families t:n this same itst:rict. That wo,uld aver-

age a team for ee.oh fe.mil;r. Ont· reaeon \?e find so few horses ie 

the fact that the majority of the tmniltoe own au:tc>mobiles. There 

are only a ttw traotors to be found. The tractor is not making 

muab of a euoeesa in this part of the St .ate . on e.oo.oun:t of the 



small farms 1here diver ifie farm1n is carried on , slthou hit . 

can be used to an dvnnta e over on the river 1here thero are 

several hundred aorea in on field . Hero they uso them for the 

heavy ork such as 1low1ng. 

This dL;;triot is a mi1;ed :farming region , rang1n all the ay 

from tbe produotion ot live etook to the rai ing of sma11 ·grain , 

Th ohief typ soi live stock are; horoe , muloe , oott-c . and hogs. 

Thore ere in 1922 , oi~ty-one liead of hor e , nlnetoen head of 

mulea. 11e hundred nd fifty i ad of cattle a.nd ~i hty-three heed 

•rhero ar • one hundred ond fifty head of oattle ve.11. ed at 

$2795 . 00, mhey hove not made it practice of foeding aa.ttle .Lor 

t e n.rk~t , althou h just outside of thi(II distriot there are eev-

ral men ho make it their businot3 to buy up all the oPlveo of 

the surrounding country and prepare them for ma ket1ng. the o~ming 

sprtn . Thay also butcher veal and beeveo for the local butc1or 

snore of Cushin and Jipley. 2he raising of e~in i not an im

portant industr~ , here . There •ms only one far-mer ho as raising 

hog solely for the market . e 1.)8.d 1:ort·y head of a 1iue. Most of 

the ft1 rmera raised ho s for their om ·11ntor Je~ t. ~he value of 

the ho indu try wes 285 . 00 and the number of hoge were eighty

t ree. One man rai ed one-half of the hog produoed in the die

triot . Sheep and goo.ts er not produced :for commeroial purposes , 

e.lthou t 10 eh ep :rere ke:pt purely for pots. 

This oommunity hed not on aged in the raising of pure br d 

etolk. not one oase was found ~,llor thoy 1ero inte:teeted 1n pure 
-=~ 

bred stock; although in the surroundin co ~unitie there were 

farmers ho ere t "'ing an interest in ouch stook, and some of 



them had 01 ptu.red pi•izee at the State fair ... 

(o). Th Rai ing of Ora.in. 

Cotton is t predo l notinf type of gr in r ised 1n t his 

re 1on. Thi is the be inning of th cotton b lt of the south. 

The eotton crop 1st e b t parin orop al o, ut the r nt rs 

who put in cotton from year to year soon run th fertllit of the 

land do m.. and 1 t r;: she away• ,o:n.111eroial f rtiliz r we. not 

uaed tall nd v cy few faxmer hi uled their manure out on their 

f r rne. •Even th owncro ere 1 glig nt about doin this. 11 

the farmers believ din and practiced orop rotation. In ot ont 

single o so did the inveat g tor f i nd that eny one had ad f inite 

oro rot tion sohem 1n ind for fi v year perio • o:r long-er• 

.. arly all of th :f'nrmer rotated their crops to uit their con• 

venieno from y. r to year, :.:ost of th p l cas had never been 

~lanted in legu~ nous lnnt • Tho alfalfa orop wa. just b inning 

to be raleod, but in emnll patohes of five acros only or even loa . 

Thore ~ere aome oat. h t. k&fir an ool-n raieed. nr. din order 

of most prominence. 

(D). r~ D try Industry. 

Tho eY.tent of the da1 industry i th1 communit~ 1o homi 
, 

1n the follo rtng tabl • 

utter. pounds p r woel-: ••••-• 54- ............................. 21.GO 

Crerun, per eek----------~--

10 
30'1.48 



... 

The maJo,:i ty of f.qncyers in this oomtr1uni ty sold enough dairJt 

proo.uats and ohioketis and eggs to pny f or their eroderies and 

clothes the yot..r e.rou11d, There t/El.A one farmer who engaged i11 

dairyin e cltteively. , He was looated four miles weet of tovm on 

a good road. H& mill::ed fifteen 9ows, v1hlch brought him thirty-

five quarts a day. F!e owned a quarter section of land. ·e hact. 

a large :family-. All the ahildren were old enough to help "'Ii th 

the work. 

!hes people should gi,re more a.ttfi:ntion to dairy arming in 

this district. They are located. within t hre miles of 011shing. 

a. ood marlcet for milk , oream, butter. am) . eggs. Dai eying ie only 

a side liue in tn1~ region, and it is oe,rri d on as incideilta.1 to 

the other f a rm ,r,ork . . It ia apparent that there are· tremend.us pos

sibilities in this type of e:gri t.mltn.re, lf the farmer could real• 

ize it.. As the intensive type of ffl,:i,,ning inoreaees dairying will 

probably beoome more important. 

( E) • Th$ Ponl tey In.dustry 10 

The lloultry industry as also negleoted. There were approxi• 

ma.tely 3012 chickens in this oormnuni ty, yielding approxime.toly 

1096 agga per rua.y. At 36¢ per dozen. this produced ~2.88 })er day 
, . 

Xaffir oorn being a sure orop and good ch1Gk• 

en fe.edt the. poultry im'luatey shot1ld bf! eng0.ged in more into11eive

ly. 

(F). Uses ma.de o:f the Pnrcel Post and the Telephone. 

t.:'he use of :l?(u:crnl poat Wt\S quite extensive in auob ccmmodi• 

tien e.s olothing n:nd some 'food ctuffs. Senrs :toebueh & Cot1paey. 

Uontgomeey Ward & Ctm1pa.ny. and The na.tionol wer·e the let.ding mail 

ord~r houses paiiron1zed,. 



The telephone is an 1mprove,nent that has beoome e.J1 important 

, way of quick communioa.tio~ within the distrtot, ft hae become al

most indispentU.ble in every farm home.. The entire communit1. i.vlth 

the exoept~on of ten families ere aonne'3ted by telephone. l;l'hee,e 

rural lines eonnect with v.11 the neighbortngi towne e.nd the toll 

lines . The telephone , the rural frte a.e11vocy etrv1ae. , the parael · 

post, and the automobile have done more to make rural lj.fe attract

t1ve th~n ISi.tty other .e.geneiee . 



0 R A P T E R V • 

There vma not a family within th1 district th t es olaseed 

as agricultural laborers, although there 1ere some 1ndividu'l8 

ho ,rere laborers, in the oil field, and on the highw&ys, eto. 

The farm ·age problem was a. small m tter here. The average age 

oould not be orked out for this po.rtioular oommunity, but the 

farm wa~es had inorea d 31% in the la.et ten ye- rs, pro eding 

1922. !..he average ·rage in the United States was 1.76 per month, 

ithout board, in 1922, as oompared ith , 30.31, in 1913. 

verag& arm ·age, per year, of the United Sta.tee.* 

F ID! vi A -l:;S UP 31,~ IN TEN YEARS . 

1913 ------------
1914 -------------
1915 
-----------➔ 

1916 --------------
191'1 ----------------ma --------------------+' 
1919 ----------------------+ 
1920 ----------------------------
192 l 

________________ ... 
1922 

_______________ _, 

* The Daily Oklahoman. Oklahoma att1. Oklahoma , April 18, 1923. 



AV ra -::,a.rm a 
' 

per y nr, in h nit d t te • fcon"i:i.nued) 

1913 
.. .., __________________ 

.130.31 1918 ---•---·-•------ ... 4 48.80 

1914 
....... _ ... _.., __ .,... ___ 

29.88 1919 -~ ............... _.,_ .. 56.20 

llJ15 
.... (4 .. ____ ,.._._ ... __ 30.15 1920 _._ ____ .,._, .. ..,_.,. __ 64.95 

1916 ... ~----- .... ------- 32.8!3 1921 ....... _,__..,__,.. ___ _.. ..... 43.32 

191'7 ....... ._. __ ,.. ........ 40.43 1922 ... .......... __ _...,. ........ 41.79 

In 1913, the nvere e .. C for ye,.,.. r a 30.31. In 1914, it 

dropped e. little, but ent b n a ~t to "'"h sa e place in 1916, as it 

was in 1914. In 1916, it lneroa.ned , 2.00 pr -01th nd tn 1917, 

it increased to ~40.43, duo to th Unit d Stnto onto~ nB the ar 

on A:pr11,6, 191'7 and the follo11inc inflation of prices. y 1918 

it ha.a inoreo.ced to -48.80, 1919, to ;66,29, and b 1920, to 

,'64.95 p -r month. hi rapid increase oao yo~r s1noe 191?, is 

du- to tho so~rclty ot men, who enlisted in the United States Ser

vice. .te not1-ec in 1921, after the i•1ar and ··,hen tlle most of the 

"Ol 1ers ha return d, n , ~ too a drop to 43.32 p~r month and 
. 

in 1922, to. 41.79 per month d~e to the large upply of l bor, and 

increase in the puroh-...e 116 !)O er of the doll~r. 



V I t 

HOUSING AND S~NITATION . 

(A) . Rousing Conditions,. 

The oondltiono of the various homes of tho people indicate . 

to a. ~e...:.t extent ,. their social standing ln a communi t;r . The 

pride whioh peo:plo ta1·e in taei1• homeo and the conditV.'mo in whioh 

the various homes aro .1.tel)t are a good ind.ax of th&ir culture , and 

ideals . ~he conditions of the barns and other f arm buildings, 

esJ)ooially as to. the sanitation. haven olose bearing upon the 

health as well as the loool pride of the people. The tollowi11.g 

t :::b le brings out soma signifieimt faots regarding_ the condition 

oi' the dwelling houses. 

(l) . Heat . 

gas 

3 

co.o l wood bath 

26 1 

With refe!"$noe to the modern houooa in this community . thtre 

ie but one, w'hloh might be 'lalled mode:r-n. . T11:ts home belone:s to 

one of ~ho oldest eettlere. Ho hue six room house \?'ith bAtb . 
I 

T\Vo!1ty- six of the :famtl:tes uso(1 v10.odt tbr.Oe· ooal ., and +ll.rae 

ga~h There lo a ga.3 line that rm:1a. along the north border of 

t his oommur11ty, so these people are luol..--y to have the opportunit37 

to use gas for oooktng pur11oses. 

( 2). r.~torial of w:,:\1.eh houses were oo:nstrn.oted .. 

Cement 

30 l 1 

Stone 

l 



(3}. 

{ 4 ). 

C 5}. 

( 6). 

i umber of , to~ien i 1 the ·~o sos. 

1 0 

9 20 

Jond1t1011 of _nint on ,he ouoeo. 

ood· ~.air 

6 10 

condition of R ,:,air o:f th Rouses. 

Ocod 

14 

_ 1.tmb 

One 

8 

:.'air 

8 

r of Porohee 

13 

011 tho OU es. 

Thr 

1 

Poor 

3 

Poor 

<J 

Three 

1 

.l. e ... e ·,aa one lo house partly ·n u e aa as . 
It 7tlS in ver good condlt Ol'l. r:1her WO. on l r e 

thioh is on tho hieJle t elevation in the diatriot . 

C:· 11 oement house or garue;e being used ao home. 

2u 

our 

0 

-:1one 

13 

one 

13 

one 

8 

erk tchen. 

ston hou e 

r., ere e one -
'!t '1 8 oo-

cup ed by a. man anc1 hi t ife. 

some other way than by work. 

e seems to. make 1is livini'I' in 

y the loo s of tnings most of the 

hou es · fer v ry good. but ome 11er inhAbited by people .ho en• 

joyed 11v1n " lose to n ture," o they snared their l1ouees v 1th 

the do A, c ts. c ickens . 'nd other iarm an1 ·1als • 

Tho remainder of tha d;v lli 1 ci hou e ·,e e :zood; tnd nll types 

1cr represented, from the old un ai.nted shao to the fine modern 

ho·1e. ...very degree of re in ent or laok t ereo:f va r pre nted 

in the houses oi thi3 oommm1.l ,y. ~her v,. only one ho o rlb.ich 

Vt s ret.llv mod .rn in very respoot. It wa. modern in that the 

oon enlenaec ooncisted of ga.o heatl:ng, b .. th accomodatiou, water 
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piped into tl e houoe , ,ii th sillka . t nd. sore()uo l)Orches 

On tho other hand , the ◊J>.;Ot:iite tyy.,e of tn t o.nt refino~ent 

1n hom construct on i7e.s ol~: :p vt-1.lont in tho oomn:n _ty. ':'here 

:ere e f e-;1 :--tre on s of ne(!lect and ,a.st .ulneaa o eer a in 

the nor h p :rt of th s district . o mv r, about one-q 10.rter of 

o. m 1 from tho o d ·,as a e;rove aurrou."'ldincr a.n m1_ialnt d ho •ge . 

A moro fors~'~on place _ hat' .. nc. ·er eeen. Tho house n:is undoubtedly 

01 e of th olcle t in thi l""l 11art of the oountry ,· al though that woul d 

not mako it o 01 old , It looked a though it n ver , ad been 

painted. Th roof was nllini~ in on the :porch .e , and he tndorr 

lights ":! r-e 1i.0Ejtn • The cell~r w a repidl- fillb g ,,tth trash 

·.n f 1th. I s rn t y tho h~ d of the f··:nily ~ a man no ·, ... s 

about ~1 ty- elght y r. or age. I :a. soon surrour1ded h- v. flock 

o . hlldren . ra.n ing in age i':ro:n thr ;vetr.r to ei ht on ~ ear • 

Ignorano ?Ta.a .. rittcn upon ea n of t·l.ei.r fa.oes , nltnouf.'. nll of 

t e s em d h 1, riy and cont nt. They • ere not bothe od v i th +.ho 

drnc'\':e of ho:vlnp to attend school . ':'hey sa~ no need of it . he 

rr1 8 ln bett r on .1 tj ton than the hons • it had b en p: int ea. 

The munbe _ of s-to ios n th hon e. varied from o to h ee 

tnnlndil. ~· th basement. o rirnon m1Mb er o toried ~:-ras 

· tao , the .. e b i.n~ t nty .. t · o of ·t;"1e0Eh .hero ·i'las on ·1ou ·,1i th 

liv n 

t e e of a hill , 

ha b t1 nt 

room and .. •itollen. m,11s o se was 1.tilt on 

.11 aondi tions as ,o paint on the d"1elli11 

fro~ no pn1nt at all to ne~ly paint d houses , 1ere obs r7 d. 

Ov r half of th dwellin s :e e in ood o_ air tate ox repair , 

' 



. 1 11 but 1 !l'ht d· 11 · n r hnd ,. oroh .'3 . 

mhore er t 1r moocuy,iod houoco in the to shi-p. The~T' 

, re o d decort • structures, unfit to l!v in, and had 'been idle 

iortenort: v ycrs. 

C oce co1n1.ec ~cd i th th d re li1 s house an ind.i 1R, vo of 

and v kn · 1)0 I ,he ho se ..... ':'he :f'ollo1 : ng t 1 r V 0 ~ faets 

on thi :: b at. 

('n) • Ch&raato1· o· La 111. · Io. , 
,:, 

l"ar.eed 10 33 

?.ubbiah 10 • 3 

r,,rer.i,... an lo ·,ere 16 ~9 

?Jo v d. ~ 12 

enc 14 44 
. 

~oto.1 tumb 1· of ?r ioes 32. 

The most ""tn:tt"tln fa.a"- r v alec:1 y the bove t ble l th 

amall per o(,!nt of' fenced lawns . 01 .. r.ml 14 .J o:f the farmr· er 

the ohio one, .:..nd other 11 ve stoo1: .. o!;>t e.r11a.y from tho 9uses , y 

n n number of oases the lam ence ·,or in suo oor 

condition, th t th :fa 1 ntock oould e sily t t·rough them . Very 

ve o '.' th 1 1·.tne res nted a. neat a.ppE: re.nee , e. thou,::h omo 1ould 

oqu.n.l that of a oi .... Y lai:m . ':'ho pee 1 · 10 too': p .. ,:l o 1n their 

houoes uouul .... y too' e ui 1 l P. in th ir 1 1:ms . 

m.A the roo .... t cor.r.aon v·e .. eto.tlon on the 1 :ins . 

( O) . h raoter of rlaH::a. 

.. :~torio.1 

ood 

em nt 

2 

4 

66 2/3 

80 

Poor Repair 

1 

1 

oto.l 

3 

5 
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Chsraoter of ~alke (continued) 

Material ~ood .. epa1r ~ Poor epair Total 

Stone 9 ,,,, 2 11 

0 alks 16 60 0 16 

There were sixteen homes thut were tm1mproved ith ;valka of 

any kind, other than a few loose boards or tones laying about on 

the ground. There were five o ent wale, three of whioh ·ore in 

good condition .. to of the four ooden .lks ere in a good state 

ot repair. 'i'here ere ele"f'en atone walks and nine of t his number 

rere in ood repair. The reason for the existanoe of a larger 

number of atone walks is the vast amount of stone that can be 

quarried from almost ny farm. Lime atone and sand rook are the 

to most oommon rooks. 

(B). Sanitary Conditions. 

he subject of se.n1tation end hygiene ia an exoeedingly bi 

one; and the investigator is unable to do justice to it in this 

study. verything that can have any bearing on the health of 

the community should be ooneidered. The oondit1one of the living 

rooms, the eouroe and oha.raoter of the water supply, the methods 

of storing foods, heat ing oond1tion$, privy oond1t1ona, g rb ge 

diepoeal. oare of the milk, looation of the various farm build

ings With reference to the house -nd the ells--all have an im

portant bear1n on the problem. The information seoured is far 

from complete and more or lees inaoourate; but an atte pt has 

been made to indioate the obief :fe tures of the sanitary and hy

genio oonditiona that prevail in this district. 

The following table indicates the number of living rooms in 



the lwe111nge. 

Number of Roome 

l 

e 
3 

4 

i 

6 

"I 

8 

Number of' Hou.sea 

l 

0 

3 

6 

8 

10 

,3 

0 

!here were three houeea"nav1ng seven or more rooms. and one 

having on11 one room. !'he most prErv•lent number of rooms ' was e1x •. 

there being ten such dwellings. having six i-ooms each. The aecona 

most · :frequent tn,e 1s :followed bJ the four room building a.na. the 

three room di.ve111nga 1n order mentf.onea.. As to the oo,nd1t1ons o'f 

ventilation, some of the honE1es were ligh'b and airy. notablJ the 

new structures, 'lh&n there wtre a number of homes whioh ,,ere 

d&mp, filthy,. and uiv·entile.ted. 

The water supply is an 1mpoi'tant faoto'r beax-ing on the health 

of a. family., The follo 1:ng oond:ttion :reveal.a the n<iellent oon• 

dition of the fe.mil.V water supply., 

sou.roe of waier 

Dug well 

Drilled well 

01et&m 

Spring 

Hauled 

Numbe,.. -of euoh Tiomes 

16 

12 

2 

o· 
0 
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rom the above table it will be observed that the majority 

of the tells in the oommunity are dug elle . The7 are fifteen 

f et in depth. or lees than fifty teet. Thie is an unfortunate 

faot from the stand point of eanitation. A dug 1ell especially 

the shallo ones are likely to reoe1ve impurities by seepage from 

the surface of the ground . Aooording to the teachings of preventa

tive medicine , the germs of disease from privies and barn yards 

may be carried a considerable diatanoe underground by seepage. 

The diete.noe euoh germs may be oarried by under- ground streams is 

immeasureable . The ehallo dug \Vells located near a privy or a 

manure pile or ot her souroe of germ infection are very likely to 

be a11 ve · d. th the germs of disease , whioh seep 1nto the iells. 

There are t\vel ve drilled i1ells in this oommuni ty • . o ,,ever , suoh 

transmission of :erme is larely prevented by the bed rook through 

whioh th deep Melle are drilled. As auoh wells a.re uaually fitted 

with tight casings extending down to bed rook , there is little 

danger of oontrunination from the eurfaoe drainage. 

In this region the water 1 good h&n they protect 1t from 

the surface streams . There 1s not a "gyp" ell in the community . 

There are several springs in this oommunity , vhioh are uaed for 

watering stook only. They are not protected from surface draina e , 

One spring furn1 hed ater for household purposes. It was alled 

up and a stone hous built over it , Thi eprin was located above 

the yard and other outbuildings , so there was no seepage from the 

premises . 

The looation of deep wells 1th referenoe to stables and 

privies 1a an important fe.otor in the oonsideration of this eub 

jeat , The :follo ing table is of value . 



Dietanoe from Stable :TUmber of 
or Privey eaoh • . 

Les than 20 feet 6 

20 feet to 40 fe t 5 

40 feet to 60 feet 2 

60 feet to 100 feet 2 

Over lOO ·feet 0 

The above table is ba ed upon the investi tors estimates of 

distance , not upon actual m asur ments, and is, therefore. more 

or less inaccurate. e rly h&lf of the eballo ells are ithin 

t nty feet of etabl or privy and ftv of them are bet een t1enty 

and forty feet. 

'lo reliable stat1et1oo ere seoured as to the method of oleo.n

ing privie; ae any of the persons intervie ed ere ·omen. So 

far as the investigator was able to determine th re ere five 

bous&e 1thout ·~r1vieo . ot a ein le oaee as discovered here 

ohemioals ere used tool an and d1senfeot the privie . hose ho 

ere question d s to th method of disposal of oontents of privies , . 

replied that they moved the building. and some admitted they had 

did nothing. he privies ae a rule ere 1n bod oonditlon. oors 

off , roof h lf one . oontente exposed to fo ls und stook , although 

there ere som th t ere in exoellent oondition . 

tn moet oases m nure was allo ed to aooumulate around the 

barns . Some had piles from two to eix feet 1n hight. This is 

not only dsma 1ng to the health of both people and live etook, 

but also destructive to the value· of manure as a fertilizer , but 

inoe this manure ae not spread on the soil . The renters very 

seldom remained for ore than t10 or three ears , therefor , _they 



did not try to build up the ground by the use off rtilizer. 

urthermore , it produoee good br edlng plo.oe for the disease 

carrying fly, and other vermin. 

The problem of pure mil is one of the reatest factors in 

health and sanitation. It ie one of the moat vital factors in the 

pr servation of -ublio h~alth . Perhaps more dirt and dieea e 

germs re taken into the human body through adulterated milk than 

by eaila of impur i ter . The ohlef souroe · of dirt in milk ia in 

the prooe a of mil ing. All the m11:t1ng 1a done by: hand in this 

community. In order to insure perfeot ole nlinees in milking, the 

t able should be olean. and the oows kept olean at all times. In 

the summer time t his i s usually not a difficult task , aa the oors 

are allo $d to run in the pasture 11 of· the time. and they re 

usuall.y milked out of doors . hie insures so e de ee of cleanli• 

o ever , 1n the inter see.son the ilking is done in doors , 

and the animals are kept in the barns over ni ht . If an investi 

gation of th• milk question should be made in thio d1striat in the 

sum.'ller , pe haps more sanitary conditions 1ou;d be found . 

here were fifteen milk houses to be found , hey ere not 

triotly milk houses , but rsther smoke hou e and milk-houses oom

bined. 1Une of t hem appeared to be in fairly ol an condition. 

In eome caaes here the oream separator s ept in the kit chen , 

they ere evidently kept cle .n , f or that reason . Oare should be 

t aken in th handling of milk 1n t his community for many sell ilk 

and butter in Cushing , and thus endanger many· lives . 

. . ft .. . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . 
: .. ::.::-.:··.: ·.: 

:. ·:· :•.•: :··:··.= : :·· .. ···=·· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
• • f' • .., • • • • • ••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. : : : : : ~:: :·. : :. : : .. :: : :·. 

• • • • • • " •• • • • • • • • • ••• f' •• ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 



J R A T R V I I • 

LI ION Ul TtiE 00 !MUNITY. 

(1). Th el1gious onditions . 

This district is typioal of the average Oklahoma. rural com

munity. A churoh 1a loonted in the north central part of the dis• 

triot. Oklahoma being a State, only thirty-one years old, it has . ' 

not yet built up the rural oommun1ty ohurob. There is a large 

field for service 1n these rural d1str1ots for workers in reli 1-

ous endeavor. 

(a). i tory of the Church.* 

The ohuro~ in this community is alled the Big Creek Church 

of the Brethren , taking the name of a creek that runs north into 

the Oimmarron iver, just one mile ~nd a half eet of the ohuroh. 

The Brethren are some t1 es called "Dunkard • " Their college is 

located at . oPherson, aneas. 

This ohuroh we. organized 1n 1896• with fifteen charter mem

bers. The pre ent ohuroh building oe built 1n 1898. The first 

money e raised in 189?t 1n this Y• All th members rented 

twenty acres of land and planted it to ootton. h1S son hat 

so lled the "Ans Good arm." At the present time this farm is 

owned by A •• eor ia. The farm is one mile north of the ohuroh. 

lt is rented by Joe Holsinger, In 1899 eaoh family gave the prioe 

it rec ived for the ootton raised on one aore, if they owned the 

land. Jl11le renters gave their part of an a.ore, thus produoin 

funds enou h to pay for one-half of the material needed. They be• 

ga.n to build before t his orop ms all gathered, The members hauled 

* istory 1ven by H. ,Halderread, by personal intervie. 
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the lumb r from ~uthrie , a tom located forty miles est of. this 

oommuni~y , and at that time the O pital of Oklahoma erritoey. 

mhis as their ~lose t railroad tom, at that time, and for eev• 

eral years following . The contract as let for the building ~1th 

terial on the ground, and the m~mber or ed for 1 . 00 per day. 

By this labor the cost al o kept do~ as t ls 1.00 per day 

was donated by the members and taken off the oontraot prio. The 

church is a ood oubst tial buildin but v ry plain, the members 

doin the greater part of, the ork, exoept the finishing , lhloh 

1as not of_ muoh import noe. addition s made to the ohuroh . 

a kitohen , an extra room , end a little fol s room being dded . 

(b) . The huroh Building o-day. 

The Big ree ~huroh of the rethren 1s today a frame atruo

ture thirty-five fe t by sixty feet . The church building faces 

the est and is et baor about twenty feet from the public high-

ay. There are six indo on eaoh side o:t t e building , a.n.d t ·10 

doors in eaoh end. The ain auditorium 1e thirty-five feet wide 

by forty-f'iv feet in len th . There are to doors providing en

tr noes in the front . The pulpit ie in the roar ~f the auditor

ium. It hae a rostrum about alx inohes hi h, nioh ia covered 

wit a o-:t rpet. There ia also a oarpet ext nd1nl"' dom the center 

1ele. The pulpit and the minister' ohair are on this rostrum. 

Dir otly in front of the rostrum is a library table 1th Sunday 

School lit rature on it . here are twenty-on sets rranged in 

t1on1 b ides a number of ohsira for use 

There a.re to gas (natural) drop lights 

to ro a for the oon re 

on speoiel oooasione . 

with tio burners eaoh . There are also n number of ooal -oil lamps 



on the e1de walls. There is a. large gas heater in the c,enter of 
' the auditorium. The ob.uroh dtd not have an organ; Thia wae not 

on. aeoount of finances; but because the members obJeot to an organ 
'' 

in the ohurcsh• 

Just o.ff the mo.in e.ud1tor1ttm WJl.s a olass room for the little 

folks, 1t had EH3VEirs.l little abs.ire, oharta 11 and etc.•· for their 

needs. Adjoining this room we.a a kitchen of about ftfteen by 

seventeen and <>1'le·-half f&tt ilmen.eions_. The kitchen was well 

equipped folt a :rural ohurc>li. It contained both a coal and e. gas 

range, cabinet with. utensils . nearly everything wae t1n .... 1are, in• 

oluding the e~tlng pans,. They held olt':1-sses in the •~1tohtm, also, 

Tne church bad a small library ioode up of a good seleotion 

of Christian books; beaiies there ,ere twenty song boGks, perhapa 

thel"'e were several others but they were in the homes o.f the mem .... 

bei-s. There we.s also, in eonneotion w1th tbe libro.ey, a eolleot1on 

of boxes1 labeled w1 th th names:. of the head of tbe families• in 

\1hlch was plaQed t he Sunday Sohool literature, thue 1f they m1esecl 

one Sunday, 1Jh&Y" oould get the :pape:r the ne-xt Sunda:v~ 

(el. The Chureh Serv1.oes • 

The Big Oreek Church serv1oes s21e held every Sunday-; Sunday 

Sohool at ten,, in the morning. preaching at eleve-n o!olock., Young 

People• s meeting at seven., tn the evening. s n.t preaching serv1oes 

ngnin at eight Pi. it. The Beeretar1eh report on tlui bla.ok-boar4 

tor Sunday. ~le.rob a, 1923,. were a ,& follows: 



Seoreta.ry•s .epol't foontinued) 

Verses ......................... , ............................. 25 

Chapters ............. ,. • ,. .. ...................... " ..... ,. • • • • • • "73 
. . ~ ' ' 

The prea$nt minister. '?he Reverend Sala, livee in this eom• 

rnuni ty ( just outside the boundary)., He is a man of oonoidernble 

education. Be ha.a a large librc.ry and is a well reed man. t:te

reoe:lvea a salary of $800.00 per year.' Thia churoh'a gro\"rth oan 

be traced to the churoh having &li1ay2 employed a :resident · minister. 

The youn people's eooiety hs.s the sooial leaders of the oommunity.

'i'hey give socials, hikes. weinie roas1'rn. and other aooinl e.nn1::.Je• 

ments that a.re beneficial an4 uplifting to the younger generation 

of tbe eommuni ty • 

The young people of this ohu.:roh, who go away to oollese. 

usually go to ?- ol?herson College of .!oPherson, ltanaas, whioh is 

the nearest college, of the Brethren denomination. '!'he fEar of 

19~2, the oollege graduated it's first student from this l"tiral 

ohurch. _ e ·1111 perhaps oome book to this oomniuni ty • lat er., There 

are several students attending MoPhers<>n College from this olluroh 

a.t the present tune. 

The other denominations represented are-t 

Ohu:roh Number of' Families "Belonging 

Non•members 19 

Brethren 4 

Christian e 
True ""lollowere 2 

Bumb er of Ind1 viduals 

120 

11 

'1 

4 



Dano.ainatione Represented (aontinued.}. 

Ohuroh Number of Fe.miliee 'Belonging 

Churoh of 1hrist 1 
., 

Baptist l 

Church of God 0 

Oatholio 0 

Number of tnd1vtduals 

2 

2 

2 

2 

161 

There ia o limited number of' denominations represented. al

though some of these denominations have churches Which are located 
t • ' ,, 

outs10 .. e of this distri.Gt. within a radius of three milee. , The 

Big Creek Chur~h of the •~retbren is the only church located with ... · 

in tbe oommu.nity s~rveyed tn tbia etuar. 

• 
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I I I • 

DUO TIONAL CONDITIOJS. 

(A). 'rhe Import ce of the Sohool in a Rural Community. 

The problem of eduoation in the rural school has been muoh 

negleoted, h1le the city sohools have been advanoed to the front. 

The value of education to the farm re's children is now consider

ed as greet as it ie to th ohildren of the oity. The rural 

school 1s the mean by wbioh we are to improve the a~oial, eoonom1o. 

and polit1o 1 conditions of our rural oommunitieo. e oan see for 

ouraelve and it a lso reoognized to-day th t the educated farmer 

has a tremendou advantage over the uneducated one. 

ment even reoognized this fact wh n the orrill AOt 

1962, 1hereby eaoh State that s open for ettlement 

'"he Govern-

s passed , in 

as granted 

a certain amount of land and money for the support of an agricul

tural college. Here in O~lahomn, e have the Oklahoma Agrioultur

e.l and eohanioe.l College. loeuted at Stillwater, and several 

small State Agrioultural College. 1th Junior standing, located 

over the State . !l'he value of education and culture to the agri-• 

cultural population oannot be aoourvtely m aaured. Sto.tietioo 

sho that many of the men and omen prominent in publio life ob

tained the rudiments of their eduo tion in the rural eohool The 

one-room oountry sohool has had muoh infiuenoe for the good of 

the oommonwealth. In oolonial dnys and later, the sohool wa the 

center of eooia.1 aot1vit1e. he pellin school, the singing 

school, nd the entertainment served as a social opportunity in 

early history . Many of our rural sohoole have b en neglected v ry 



uoh and the communities sho 'I the eff'eots of this neglect . 

(B) . istory of the. ral School . 

There have been three school houses built in this di triot 

in th last t irty-one yeors . he first on \fflS built one-half 

mile uorth of the pre ent school sit . There seems to have b en 

a dispute about ita location from the be inning. It burned down , 

ho r,ev r , and a ne one was built rhere the pre ent 011 no 1 

standing. Tho na e of thl ohool di triot i the Independence 

o ool , Dtet rlot umber 62. It ie located 1n the center of the 

dietr ot , hioh ia three .miles equare. !he reateat dietanoe any 

oh ld has to lk to hool is three miles. r.ihere ie no railroad 

or indu trl l. enterprise of any kind located "Cithin the district 

for the purpo e of taxation. arly sohool history was not eoured , 

as the County Sup rintend t has no reoords , exo t for the sohool 

yeara of 1920- 21 and 1921-22 • . 
{o) . Tho Sohool Diatr at in 1910 . 

The writ r has ohosen the school ye r of 1910. fort o d s-

ori tion , beoauae that s his first year of attendanoe at aohool 

in this State. t tat time , the iter va ala s1f1 d in tho 

ixth grade , and was fourteen year of a e. The sohool was called 

"Independ noe . " The sohools surroundin thi distriot ar. na, elj: 

Soonerville , ree 811v r , Cottonwood, ands hey are 

known by n o rath r than by district number. The school s a 

lar e one-room building, t enty-tive by forty f et. '!'here er

five indors on enoh side, proteoted by heavy screens . here 

ere to door~, bioh opened to the est . The building faced the 

test . here was a lar e platform in fromt . a t one end of whioh 
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there as a. well. · 'i'~e building had a belfry• wh1eh contained a 

large bell that oould be heard plainly all over the district. In• 

side the scbool. hot'!.Se._ in the rear tmd was a rostrum about s1x 
' . 

inohes h1gb. and te,n fact Wide. exte:nding the Width of the build• 
I 

1ng. The teaoher• a desk was a sort of atud,v table and a large 

eha.ir with a balf•back . The stove was a !long iron, wood burning . . . 
stove vlith a drum on top . Uany stirring scones too!c place back 

of this stove because it e.oted ae a barrier between the pupil and 

teacher. Ther\l wer~ several seats. eom& for ti-ro end some for 

three. There were e1ghtj .. four pupils enrollEtd that, y~sr. Grades 
:ej; 

ran all the way from primer to ninth graed., 1nolua1v • The teacher 

tau ·ht the ninth grade at reoeeaes and a.t noon. r. Y-. rown oos 

the sohaol aster. Re held a third grade oottifiQate and this 

was h1s first school. Th$ro was not a einglo tree in the sohool 

yard . There was a good wire fenoe around the yard, except on the 

eide next to the road. The aohool grounds are situ.eted on a level 

spot, which is near a creek, 

{D) . The Sohool District in 1923. 

A new bltlld1ng was finally deoided upon in 1918. 'fhGJ voted 

bonds fer a two ... room building .. It car:risd. The aobool at that 

time was still v ,.: ry large and the neoesaity for a two - room school 

was plain. The new bUil;ding was forty teet by forty feet with a 

v st1bule . ten fee-t by ten feet. It also ho.d a belfry on top of 

the vestibule . The rooms \Vere divided by folding doors. In oaoe 

of Chap$l e:xeroises and entertainment, the t,vo rooms were easily 

thi"O\Vtl together. On eaah side there are fi vt windows pro'beotea. 

bJ heavy screen. A oave has 'been oonstrttotet to pro·teot the · 



children in case of cyclone. e phenomena which eome times •Visits 

t his oeotion of the oountry. It is several f Aet from the school 
,, 

building. The ground is all encl osed by woven wire fenoe,. 'l:hare 

is a ooal shed for fuel. Tbare are two p1"1vies lo,onta<l on the 

x-ear of the school ground. Both n:r-a in good oondi tio~·•· 

(E). The E'quipmont of t he Building. 

The heati ng equi pment is a. huga coal ato'Va. With a. large eir

cm.le.r jao et, which preven·ts ro asting ·l:,he pnpile who sit near the . 
stove. The :re was n l a rge t abl for otudy gro ups to use in solvi ng 

pro ·blerae. The rooms are equipped with shades a.nd white ou:rtaint 

for o.ll the windows. 

tio~a. p i otu:r s. etc. 

\ 

The room wne made attraotivo w.l. th deoora-, 

The old doub lo dosk . was the prod.amine.ting 

type of desk. However. the single seat desk prevails. 

(F} • ~he aupplias were good in this school due to· tho fact tha t 

they onc,e hR.d a real 1.ee.eher who took an active 1ntere$t and built 

it up to t~e ~tandard and obtained the rating of a model school • 

.Mies l a.rgure1ft Darlow wos the tai1.ohar who put th i s school in t he 

place 1 t now holds. She 1 s now a senior in tho Oklahoma Agri cul

tural and Ueoha n1oaJ. Coll ege. and will graduate in l.iaf • 192Z. 

They bad a sot of le.rga ma p s wh ioh ware f astened to rollore and 

enoloeAd in a oaae pla ced above the blackboa.rs. It al.so had a 

. large book os.se located in the back ot t h , room The books tound 

in this li 'bra.ry were very e1dt abla for the use of rural pupi~a; 

but many of tho booka ar 1mdou'btedly too advanced for pupils b~

low the eighth grade. .Mnay of the titles .auggeet books of lligh 

school grade. some of the books werA wri tte.n in. a style that 

would not appeal to children. ·On the other hand the books, as a 



whole, w r, good. They ba.vo be adding to t h i l i st from year 

to year. They had 1 r abst r's D1otionary, a globe, ond 

ot ,, r cu pl1ee for prL.e ry work. 

(G}. The Preparation. l!"'lrperimce, ano. Aver go Oo penaa tion of 

~eo.cher • 

fter all the enuipment 1 considered, the oat it 1,ortant 

elonent in any school 1e the teacher. Good toaohors c n frequent

ly got good result with poor eguiJ)ment , but poor t 0e.oh rH fx·e-

uontly do not got goo re t 

f ohere ho v t t.umt here h ve not ·attende ooll eg~ at all ; 

so. e hav st ten de 

measured to a 111 ... 1 to 

ummer ~e~eion~. The succe a of a toa.Qher 1 

xtent by the number of te 

one so ool, or at le st the satiofaotion whiah he 

he remains in 

a given ie so 

me ured •• he te~ohers numb,r i.X• since 1910. Thi average two 

ye re f or var t aoh r, Thay h ve been ui t luuky in o btainlng 

good school to c nr • ~hG man who taught here in 1910, · r. iii , y. 

r own , is te ohing thnr again 1hi s year . Re holdo e. eoo d grade 

cert1t1oate. He is rri od and hn · two chi ldren. 

(H) . Report of District 62 , for the Sohool year o:? 1920- 21 and 

1921-22. 

The follo\Vin is ~ bl a of the· Sohool censu o:f 1920 .. 21.• 

bite 

Colored 

,•ale 

24 

0 

8Llal9 

'l 

0 

Total 

56 

0 

* County Supa intendent, Payne County, Oklahoma, Report :tor JUJ'le 
20, 1921. 



'2he· Follo·.,ing 1s a table of School Oe11sus of 1921•22, * 

Race MaJ.a B'emale To tel. 

White 20 33 53 

Colored 0 0 0 

There is 't ery little di :fferanoe in the two eohool, years. Two 
etudeo.ta g;reiiunted in 1920-21 and went away to high school. aud 

th~rH were enough cmallor children to tel-"' e the ploee of the otller 

pup1 ls who gl'adua ied and cl. id not go away to higl1 soho ol. 

Teachers • Compensation 1920 .. 21.* 

lame 0 ert1 f i cate Salary 

0135.00 

$126.00 

Miee Graoe Gray 

. l,1r. A.rth:ur Beall 

1920-21 

1921•22 

fhe wages remain about the some froo yettr to J'(HlX':11 Mis~ 

GraJT reoei vad 15 .• oo rnor& per month, but ehe had a second grade 

oert ifionte . They h$.V$ alwa:r e paid good wages , i n tbia diatriot. 

for theil· tea(;he rs, perhaps this 1 s why they nave w.v,aya betm able 

to obtain capable n.nd efficient teao-bers., 

ASSA sad Valuation in 1920•21.** 

personal Property 

Real Estate 

Total 

Assessed Valuation 1921•22. ** 
Personal pro:pert:, 

Real Est te 

$ 16,670.00 

1251875.00 , 

$144,645.00 

$ 7,520.00 

124,,125.00) 

* County Superintendent o1 Schools, Payne Oounty-, Oklahoma. Report 
'of June 301 l.921 mid 1922. 

** Payne County, Olr.lahome., Aseeseor • s Books, 1920. 



lhe follo 1ng tnbl givo e _ti: te ot the amo1U1t set ~side. 

at the ·Ohool election, for ap ropiation ond levy general fund 

6.8 mills., 

Appropriation for 1920-21 • ., ( Eight month chool.) 

S~lary tor Teachers-------------•------------- 1080.00 

~' ·ransfer Fees ,_.., .. _.,..,.,_.., __ ,.. ____ .., .............. _ ......... .. 160.00 

100.00 

75.00 

Maintain Buildin a and ate.---·•----•------· 
~uel li 1t 8ll ato. ,.._._.,. ........ _ ... _________________ _ 

' ' 

O~mr. Ell.pen o ----•-•-•----•-~--------·----- __ z_a&_._6_2 __ 

Appropriation for 1921- 22.* (Seven ?:.1onth oho l.) 
Salary :tor Te·o'!'l re _________________ ..,_______ 960.00 

Library --------------.,,.-.- .. ----------------••-..... - 5.00 
Supplies, -uel, eto. ___________ ... ___ .,. _____ ..... _ 46,00 

Report of J?upils for 1921-22.** 

-umber enrolled Total days Averuge d:1ily fwnber nai ther 
during the ye 1r attenda:noe Attande.noe iibsenoe or tartly 

BOJS l~ 1609,5 10.5 l 

Girls 24 2017.6 12.6 l 

Total 43 3627.0 23.0 2 

• Annual Report o f c ool Clerk to County Su.por1nte ent of Payne 
O~unty, Okl h a. 

** Annual Report of 1921-22, of Teacher to County Superintendent 
of Schools, of Payne County, 



The appropri ationa for this sohool di st):ict are 'Very good. 

fhay ho.Vo a new building. which of course does not need very muoh 

attention or repairs, Approximately $100,00 a 7e.ar would cover 

the depreciation for tha i'ivA year par1Qd. They have approp:riat-

ed. $6~00 for the library maintainanoe, a small sum., out is spe_ii t 

to ~ adTantage it will bA ot great aorvioa. !raking their appro• 

priat ions. all the way o.:roung the.y ere reasonable and juet. 



the booka• amgaz1nea, newspo~ rs, musical inetrttmflnta md the 

l1ka 1n a home, along with the eohools nnd the churches, all help 

to 4etermine the general oulturo ot a comm.unity. In this ·etudy 

the wri tAr nttein:pted to take the 'otatiet1e aecured--although in

oomplete and inacui:uta, beoauee mo et of ,be frun:111ec did not l':now 

how many books they id l1e. ve ...... and compile them eo ac to draw eom:e 

definite conoluai on a to the general culture of the community, 
,,, 

(A). The Burobe:r of Boo ·e in tho }tom.es. 

Dumber of Books Owner Renter c.:o.taJ. 

0 ,, ll 18 

l to 12 5 · 2 "I 

12 to so 3 J. 4 

over 50 l 0 l 

Ata.ny ot the familL$S had school books. which wore not includ• 

ed. There we:re eighteen :la:1ilie:H, which had no books what.,so ... evei.-, 

exeept the school books. The:re were Sl3Van families that had from 

one to t elve books. Five of these wel'$ owners ot homes an.4. two

were renters .. Four famill ea had from twelve to fiftr books. Three 

of the ae f£imil1ea were own.era, and one wa.s e. renter. · Thit 1 .. onter 

·as the school master , who had o. li bra.ry of many booke at bis home, 

which. however. was not looated 111 the oommuni ty, ~here wtt.., onl7 

one :family that over :fifty boolm.. They ware kept in e library. 

which had a study table attached. ThG books were mostlt religious · 

books. They ho.<l a large family of sevaJl girls and one boy, and 



v,ere all lovers of good booke1' 'l.b.1 e oomronni ty had tho advantage 

of two small libre.rle a one, the ohuroh library and the otha:r. th• 

school 11 brary, '2he sohool he.d an exooptionally good oollsetion 

of books. includJng such 1101nmns a.e; The Pilot. the old ouriosl t1 

Shop. uncle 'Tom's Cabin, ete. ~'ha wri t~r had a<HH'.H:1s to these 

when he attended this Gllll.l e school in. 1910-12. 

CB). «rho .number of 1>ertod1oale Taken. 

Books a.lona will not acluca.te o. person, for at loost a lar:.,e 

portion their eduoation OOL"lOS :from raad:ing th~ daily 11:ewepa.p ,r end . 
magazinAs.• ~he lead tng ne\vspa1lers ot. our country ara GOntrolled 

by men who run them to oni t th ,emsel'\tes. thua printing only that 

which they desire to publish. The O.etholios hnva oont:roll o:f part 

of the daily prosa ot the country; and $inoo it is contended, by 

oome, toot they ow& alleg1 a.noe ·to a foreign sovereignty; they oe.n 

not be fair to the Unites states of Atnerlea. ~he owners of our 

preas should owe allegiance to the Unit&a states of America, first. 

Arcy paper that does not place the United states first in th .,ir 

teachings is not good literature for th(' future ganar,1.tions. suah 

papers as th6 New York "-!ora.14, Mew O:l:'leane Pioayn.ne. and Rsarst 

iJiagazine ar1:t a detrir.ont to Amer! oan ideals. Tha2e t nots should 

be made known SQ ao to put a oheok on many of theae ma.gozinea 

whioh e.:re un ... Amel'i osn. We should have only good patrioti a li tars• 

tu.re to read, Certain o t the ae magaiin.es have :found their way 

into the publi c schools of th:ia dist,r;tct . 



The following table 111<11 oatee aomc1th ;_ng ot the status of 

newspa.i:a :r reading in this township. . ' 

Ntunbar o:f Da.ili es Taken .. 

Number o-rm.er Renter 

0 5 6 

l 9 'I 

2 0 0 

Total 16 13 
................ -........................ _ _, __ .,. _________ ,. ________ ..,_.....,..., ...... " .......... .. 

number of Weekl:i <Ha ~aken .. 

:Number owner Renter 

0 4 8 

l 5 4 

2 3 l 

~ota.l 12 13 

.Rum.> or owner Renter 

0 2 7 

l 3 5 

2 9 2 

Total 14 14 

lhllnber own 1: Renter 

0 10 12 

1 2 l 

2 2 0 

Total 14 15 



On. -halt of he t ilies took · ily papers. "'hora were jx-

teen daili .... bscrl bed for 1n the di atria t. Somo o t the p opla 

al d O.CCO' to a doily, ~ ho did no ubsori bo fo one. ...h re 

1,1 ere 

ies ', ho ook t o 

who to k ona 10 ekly, , t le1at 1 o.n t ur tamil

klias. ~he st. Louis Globo Der. orat and the 

Kan as City Stc:.r w.re uost pl" valaat. mho Daily oxlohornun and 

h ... ulsa ~ribune '\l rEt th 19st pr valent among th dailiae, O-

t e Sta 

:i. e o ri ultural . pars .re to found in most av ry home. 

~h o·iooom · annar-stockm • e it d by ~r• Claro..~oe ilob rts, as 

he le di g a rioultural pa1)er. .... ro er nine en au.oscribars 

to the agricultural o.p re. ro u r ore f 1lies reaei ving 

two agricultural l) per than there o ro families reoolving one. 

~he nu.m r of gazinee vere f , only five magazines oing ub-

eori bod 'for i thin th di~ .. riot. 

( O) • u i cal Instrumente. 

The nu ax ot mueioa.l nstrw t in his dia riot 1s quite 

· 11. ~hey are in "re t need of i:1u io i this dis iot, although 

perhe.p they ' v not aeon the,n e o! it, y t . 

. ~si C:tl In truments. 

Kin4 Oner Renter 

:Piano 2 l 

!>layer 1 l 0 

T lk1ng 'aohin 2 6 

Organs 8 l 

on 2 10 



hore ere only hTee 1 

ne ~l y,r -1 o. Ther . re 

08 U 

eigh 

in th d1striot and only 

talking maohlnos and nine or-

gans. ...h cl n ot 1.0.u ic w s not 1nv t1gated; in fact there was 

not a mus c · an in tho distriot. The school hons and t e oh.uroh 

ere both ,Vi. thont organ or pi mos. 

(D). Sooial Co ditio • 

... heir eooial co 1di tion we;re nf two inds; :n ly; th oo mtr 7 

oe ty a. a d th soc· l gu.t 

wher t e youn t d old tolke 

rin a. ~he Urethr n ChUj.'Oh i'oo1A.le . 

ent for a jolly ood soc Bl ev n1ng. 

w r ins ir tlon 1 and u_l .. tting. ,' .in ro et , hi 5:), ~d antor

of their ot t-o -fo r soei l tainments o:t the. na.tu: e 

function • 

re eom 

:i. he:r . as one am Ar ' a pi cpi o in the dis tri t, lu t 

in a bo :utiful rov no r t't e school hous , hich ei e to l u.ve 

b en a euco ss. as it .a ention d often to mo i h int .rv o s . 

The County air i held a he co t sat Still, ter) t nty 

mil s n rth\;est. It iu pat:ro 1iz d only by ~ rnero ha: d-ull of the 

people f om thi oorrmunity. nut ev ry family ttende the Cushing 

air , just t o mil to the u t of tho diotriot. PArhape mor 

of them would diepla.y prod11ots nnd livestock a the ooun :, f:.11· , 

but the co t o t t ran SJ.•Or ta ti on• e:tp en e 1n oare and or hou Heing 

cond1t1onc, keeps th tro!ll -:xhi bi ing ther r,roduct • The p ople 

look o Cushing and iplay :for th lr o.rrmsementa. Oooa.sion lly a 

oountry d ce 1 bald in the community , but the auto an ~th r 

mean ot aonveyanoe hav transfered the oci l act1v1 t1ee largely 

to the oity, The picture show. anoe, sk ting rink. ond the like 

are among oma of their city emu omente. 
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