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FOREVORD
The worde of ¥Mrs., Tom B. Ferguson best describe the
role that she, her hugband and members of the family have
had in the building of Oklshoma and of Sooner journalism:
Some day in the dim uncertain future when we are
no longer here to speak for ourselves, when the corner
stone shall be opened and passed in review, some kindly
one will say, "Wwhat a crowd of ploneer editors there
must have been and what wonders they asccomplished.
There were state builders.t
At least one member of the Ferguson family has beea
active in Oklshoma's fourth estate since 1892, and as many
ag Tive have worked on papers at one time., The Watonga

Republican and the Cherokee Republican receilved more color

from the family than any other newspapers in Oklahoma; that
is only natural, Bubt nearly every newspsper in Oklashoma
has in one way or another been under the influence of the
Fergusons.

It wag through Vrs. Walter Ferguson that recognition
of this influence became nationwide. Her son, Benton, has
been active in the journslistic endeavors of other states.

For the past nine months, since the writer began
regsearch on this family and ite unique place in the history
of the Sooner state, he has lived through the history of

Oklahoma. He came, through study, in a covered wagon with
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the Fergusons and settled at Watonga in 1892. The author
moved with them to Guthrie when President Theodore Roosevelt
appointed Thompson B. Ferguson governor of the territory.
He has felt with Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson the pain of newspaper
criticism, and has rejolced with them at praise from the
press.

Through the pages of old papers, the writer has

been a staff member on the Cherokee Republicsn and has gone

on to the gcripps-Howasrd chain.

Throughout this research the author has been
impressed by each member of the Ferguson family. The
Fergusons were ploneers; they were journslists; but, most

important of all, they were bullders of Oklahoma.

Norman, Oklahoma Clyde Richard King
May 7, 1949
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THE T. B, FERGUSON FAMILY IN OKLAHOMA JOURNALISHM
CHAPTER I
THOMPSON BENTON FERGUSON

His Life

Born near Des Molnes, Polk County, Iowa, on March
17, 1887, Thompson B. Ferguson was the son of Abner and
Hannsh Ferguson. Hils father was & farmer who boasted of
highland Scotch gncestry and was a member of the Maryland
branch of the family. When Thompson wag one year old, he
removed with his family to Emporis, Kansas, where the
femily resgsided until 1867, when asnother move took it to
Labette County. From 1870 to 1892 the Fergusons made thelr
home in Chautauqua County.

Thompson B. Ferguson's father was a member of
Company M, 16th Kansas Volunteers, in the Union army during
the Clvil VWar. He was connected with this group at Fort
Leavenworth, but the organization wags later attached to the
1l6th Cavalry of Kensas as Company M., The elder Ferguson
served during the entire campaign against the Indlans in
the Yellowstone country and also in battles along Powder

River. As a member of the advance guard, which was

1
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attacked by Indians, he received a blow on the shoulder
from a war club, He did not fully recover from this wound, +
Thompson B. Ferguson attended public schools of
Chautauqua County, and following a college career at Kansas
State Normal School at Emporia, he became a preacher of the

Methodist Church, then taught school several years.2 He

lietter from Thompson B. Ferguson, November 25, 1903,

; Zypiters on Ferguson's 1ife have given dilfferent
versions of his early adventures as a Methodist preacher,

'In his thesis, Territoriasl Governors, C. C. Parkhurst states
that Ferguson ". . . was a Methodigt for a time with regular
work in Chautauqua County, Kansas." An article in the King-
fisher Free-Press of December 12, 1901, reported that the
editor of the VWatonga Republican was a minister of Methodlst
faith, and Luther B, H1ll, author of A History of Oklahoma,
wrote that Thompson B. Ferguson was "...not affiliated with
any church." WYriting in the Dally Oklshoman, April 9, 1822,
C. ¥. Sarchet commented that Ferguson was known "...as &

man of Christlian character who has been at least a lay
Methodist preacher up in Kansas as well as a school teacher.,™

When the Guthrie Leader was attacking the governor-
‘appointee, December 2, 1901, that publication carried a
story about Ferguson. "Years ago his congregation forced
him out of the pulpit because he got mad at a bird dog and
kicked it to death,!

Whether Ferguson preached before entering school or
after leaving school ls another matter of difference among
historians. An article carried in the Oklshoma City Times

",.. he preached frequently in old days in Chautaugua
County, Kansas, but he gave up preaching for a newspaper
career."” Hig obituary story in the Watonga Republican
disclosed that Ferguson had a "short career as a Methodist
minister® before going to Chautauqua, Kgnsas. The King-
fisher Free-Press story, dated December 12, 1901, remarked
that the new governor of the Oklshoma Territory left the
work of preaching to "attend the Kansas State Wormal from
which he engaged in school teaching,"
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was married to Elva U. Shartel at Wauneta, Kansas, June 9,
1885. At thies time he was editing the Sedan (Xansas)

Republican, a position he held two years.

In 1889 Ferguson made the *run® into Oklahoms from
Kansas. On April 22, 1889, he settled on a claim approxi-
‘mately eight miles from the present location of the Huckins
jﬁotel, Oklahoma City. This claim he sold the same year,
‘Two yeare later the ploneer publisher entered the Sac and
TFox country and stasked & c¢laim on some town lots in Chandlen.
His description of his holdings in this town of hills has
been called one of the most humorous articles he ever wrote.
He referred to this land gs hig "up-and-down" ].o*t:s.’3

Ferguson's adventure into Oklsghoma Territory in

April, 1889, is described by his wife in Oklshoma, the

Besautiful Land:

When my husband started in a covered wagon early in
April, 1889, for the opening of Oklghoma Territory, I
was sure that I would never see him again., It seemed
Traught with so many dangers, outlaws, Indlans, no
roadeg, scarcity of water and in my imaginstion many
other dangers. He was accompanied by two other men of
that community in southeastern Kansas. The daily
papers had greeted the opening as the opportunity of a
lifetime for those who desired land and homes in the
"new country." They were to camp out along the way and
I spent the day before their departure cooking food to
last them as long as possible,

They went through the Osage country headed for the
Kickapoo reservation joining the eastern boundary of
the land to be opened for settlement, They made camp
at 2 point east of what was later Oklahoma County and
on April 22né masde the run on horsgeback following the

SSOOner StatecPress, Februasry 19, 1921, p.l.

&
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Deep Fork Creek., About seven miles from Oklahoma City,
my husband staked & claim, Then came days of waiting in
line at the Land Office in Guthrie to file upon the land.
Upon hls return home we immediately prepared to go
to the territory and meske settlement upon the claim,
With three-year-old Walter we traveled in a covered
wagon camping out at night, keeping =2 close watch over
our horses, as horse thieves were plentiful through the
unsettled country which we pasced. On reaching the
claim we made camp under a large tree in this beautiful
valley. There were ozk trees sultable for building and
my husband set about building a log cabin, 4
A month after the cabin was built, the claim was
sold, and the Fergusons returned to Kansas. Mres. Ferguson
says in her book that the offer made for the land was one
they could”nbt;vfor financigl reasons, reject. Once again
in Sedan, Thompson B. Ferguson edited the newspaper, but he
was determined to make a2 home in the Oklahoma Territory.
His ambition was to be realized in April, 1892, when he
made the trip to the Cheyenne and Arapahoeterritory. Hies
family did not go to Wstonga until November of that year.

A description of their trip is contained in They Carried the

Torch:

It was an exclting experience, thet of unpacking and
setting in motion the small printing outfit from the
wagon in which it wae hauled overland from Sedan, Kansas.
The Waeshington hand press had been sent by freight to
Kingfisher, the nearest railroad point, to be brought to
Watonga in the wagon. Thils process took two days
because the road thirty-two miles between these two
pointes was scarcely more than a trall through the sand.
An unpainted wooden building, which had been hurriedly
erected during the first few weeks of the town's
existence and which had been used ag a hotel, had been
rented for ten dollars per month for a printing office

4Mrs. Tom B, Ferguson, "An Eighty-Niner and Ninety-
Twoer Speaks," OQOklahoma, the Begutiful Lsnd (Oklahoma City,
1943}, p. 138,
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and 2lso living quarters for the family. The largest
room, containing the best 1light, chosen for an office,
and the other three rooms served as a home.

En route to the new location, we had stopped in
wichita, =dding s few necessary articles to the equip-
ment, also a bundle of ready prints for the first number
of the paper. The type had been left in the cases.
Sheets of heavy cardboard were carefully nalled over the
top to keep the type from jolting out and becoming
mixed. After each case had been made secure, they were
stacked one together, then placed in the bottom of the
wagon bed, The case racks had been knocked down for
economy in packing space, The hand job press was
ecrated aend miscellaneous articles of equipment in boxes
end bundles were carefully packed into the covered
wagon to which was hitched a team of strong, young
horsee for the long trip across the new territory, from
southesstern Kansas. Long it seemed then with no roads
acrogs the territory and wlth horses .... \

A light wagon with bedding and camp eguioment was
driven by myself. I held a young baby on my lap and a
small boy rode by my side., After nightfsll we drove
into the 1little new town of Watonga through a muddy
street. The town was brilliantly lighted from the open
doore of many saloons. Drunken revelry from these
places made me shudder and I looked at the sleeping baby
on my lap, and at the smell boy on the egeat by my side,
resolving that I would not rear my boys in such a wild
place and that I would start back to Kansas the next
morning.

The Ferguson family did not turn around the following
morning and start back to Kansas. Instead they remained in
Watonge and began unloadling the printing equipment. Ploneer-
ing for Mrs. Ferguson did not end with the family's settling
in the new village. On the contrary, the following day she
again experienced the taste of locating in a new land:

Early the next morning while cooking brezlkfast with

our camp outfit in the 1little kitchen, I was gstartled
by a grunt of greeting, and there within a few feet was

SMrs. Tom B. Ferguson, They Carried the Torch (Kansas
‘City, Missouri, 1937), pp. 34-35.
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a blanketed and painted Cheyenne Indian. I gave out a
yell that brought my husband from his work in the print-
ing office to my side. The Indian stalked off muttering
to himself, "Ugh, white squaw heap 'fraid'." The Indian
had heard of the new venture in journalism and was merely
making a friendly call and later became one of our best
Indian friends.® :

W. L. Baldridge and Ferguson, co-publishers, ground

_off the first issue of the Watonga Republican on COctober 12,

1892. The party policles and goasls of the new enterprisge
were desgcribed in a paragraph in this first edition:

We will in business matters enceavor to glve our
readers a paper which can be read and appreclated by
all. 1In politics the paper wlll be uncompromisingly
end aggreseively Republicen. We make but one promise
and that 1s that the politics of this paper will never
be questioned. We support the Republican party because
it is the party of progress, truth and immortagl hlstory,
the party of bravery, patriotism and justice.’

And the policy of the Watonga Republlcan as a party newspaper

never deviated under Tom Ferguson's editorship.

The first issue of the new publication was stlll on
the flat-bottom bed of the old army press when its first
subscriber came into the new printing plent in wWatonga. He
was Evan Lewls, who exchanged a load of vegetables for the
paper. The editor expressed his appreclation in these words

Those csbbages and potatoes were mighty good that

night for supper. Others followed, some with cord wood
and some with farm truck and through the farmers of
Blaine county the paper managed to issue regularly and

the Watonga Republican enjoyed a healthy vegetable diet
for the first few years.

®1pia., pp. 35-36
"thid. , p. 36
8yatonga Republican, August 29, 1907.
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Before the Watongs newspaper was six months old, 1t
was brought into a 1libel suit by 2 loeal attorney. The
article responsible for the libel case was written by

Victor Payne for the Republican. First heard in the court of

a Justice 8Steele, the case was later taken by change of
venue to J. M. Rice of Winuview. The article causing the
trouble was the following:

WILL THEY ACT? NO

After a long series of howling and gnashing of
teeth, and lying unparaslleled in the world's history,
the salintly reformers have made their report. Grave
charges have been made against several of the county
officials. DNow then, if these investigators have sifted
matters, let them act and stop howling., They will do
nothing of the kind. They claim that some of the county
officiale are thieves., As good citizens these
investigators should use the law if what they claim is
true. They will not do it. They know that their
infamous charges against the present county officlals
have all been without foundation, They are afrzld %o
let the matter be tested in court. They know that thelr
charges would not be sustalned and that their contemptible
hypoerisy would be exposed. Now you are ready. If you
are wrong you will bear the burden of your own folly.
Strike while the metal isg hot. If you fail to do your
duty your folly shall stand recorded in the annals of
Blalne county. We agaln remark that you are afrald to
act and will not try to susgain your charges in the
court. You will not do 1%,

For this case John W.>$hartel, brother to Mrs. Ferguson and
a resident of Oklahoma Clty, went to the western settlement
to act as attorney for his brother-in-lszw. The case was
settled out of court,

Writing about the first libel case in "Looking

QWaﬁenga Republiecan; Jsnuary 11, 1893,
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Backward," Ferguson sald that the Republican passed some

compliments on the investigating committee and the libel
suit was ended., D. J. Martz, editor of the rival Rustler,
wae then involved in a criminal libel suit brought by
Charles ¢. Shaw. The two editorg considered jolning to
fight the suits, but Martz sent a candy bucket of lced
lemonade to the grand jurors with his compliments, and the
case against him was dropped,.

When Frank McMaster, newspaperman of Oklahoma City,
was being prosecuted by Judge Scott, who charged libel, the

editor of the Republican wrote in an editorial;

The press sll over the territory has but one
verdict, that Burford 1s the best lawyer on the supreme
bench and Judge Scott the most extensively hated man
in Oklahoma.la

In the issue which followed, Ferguson continued his verbal
lashing of Judge Scott:

Burke and Brown, editors of the Times Journal atb
Oklahoma City, were last week thrown into Jjall for
contempt of court by Judge Scott., They were released
by Probate Judge Stewart and recommitted by Scott.
Their sentence was ten days in Jall with a fine of two
hundred and fifty dollars, Scott made himgelf odious
to the people of Oklahoma by his vindictive retalis-
tion upon his eritics, He is a bralnless coxecombp -~ &
bear greased, curly-haired Adonis for whom blind chance
delved in the dark alleys of obscurity when she wished
to throw him into prominence. He will retire from the
bench deepised, and will go back into that obscurlty
from which he so suddenly emerged, if not to be for-
gotten, to be remembered only with scorn and contempt.ll

10tprg, Tom B. Ferguson, They Carried the Torch, p.B84.
1l1bid., p. 85
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Ferguson assumed this contempt of court sult as a blow
agalinst the entire press of the territory. His opinion of

the matter was published in the Republicen of March 21,

1894.

When Judge Scott "pulled'" the Times-Journal people
for contempt of court recently, Judge Strang made the
argument., He took occasion to libel the entire press
of Oklahoma. Judge Strang has discovered that he
thrust his nose into = bee-hlve and the whole swarm 1is
onto him, The press is a dangerous insgtitution to
attack, and Judge Strang is wiser now than he uged to
be. Bhould he ever run for office in Cklahoma, he will
then appreciate the power of the press.,*#

Several months later Judge Scott left Oklahoma to return to
his former home in New York.

Again the editor of the Watonga Republican struck

#erbal blows when Rditor Brooks of the El Reno Republican

was arrested on a charge of libel:

mditor Brooks, of El Reno Republican, last week was
arrested on the charge of criminal libel. He had
accused the commissioners of taking bribes in awarding
the county printing. It would be a Jjoke on the
commlgsioners should Brooks prove the charges. Ve
presume that he is losing no sleep over the affalr,
It is customary in thls country when some whited
sepulcher wants to carry on fraud, and the newspapers
expose him, to bring s libel sult. Time always
vindicstes the newspaper.13

In 1883 the editor of the Republican launched open

war upon lawlessness and vice in Blaine County. In his
columns he accused saloone "of violating the laws and

harboring criminals.“lé His campalgn was almed, not st

IEWatonga Republican, March 21, 1394,
7 Mrs. Tom B, Ferguson, They Carried the Torch,p. 85,
—*gtonga Republican, March 7, 1894,
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those "who sell ligquor within the provisions of the law,
but against any illegal work, "9+  He was waging war on the
gsaloonsg when he received a load of paper from a near
settlement., The publisher was unable to pay for the news-
print, and the liquor intereste, believing that they might
insure themselves against additional attack, made up the
money to purchase the paper. Ferguson continued his
crusade.lﬁ
While he waged war on vice in the frontier
community, Ferguson éid not overlook an opportunity teo
add humor to the columns of his paper by quoting an incident
about the editor of the Arapahoe Bee. The happening was
mentioned as a part of Ferguson's campalgn for more
subscriptions:
One of his subsgcribers gets drunk every little
while and in that condition comes into the office and
insiste on paying a yearts gubscription. He 1g already
pald up to 1926. We are ardent advocates of intemper-
ance, but would like to introduce this brand of whisky
into Watonga. The REPUBLICAN is published in the
Dillon building, first door north of Peters' hotel ...l7
As a result of Ferguson's drive against lawlessness

and vice in Watonga and Blalne County, the office of the

Republican was set on fire one night in February, 1894. The

family wae sleeping in the rear rocms of the building and

did not awaken untll the fire had made great headway. The

15Watonga Republican, March 7, 1894,

16pai1y oklahomen, February 15, 1921,
17 atongs Republican, March 27, 1895,
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fire almoet resulied in the death of The entire group. &

young wan confessed thet he had been peld J10 and a guart
of whisky by a seloon keeper to burn "thst damned editors |
who was making 1ife unplessant for seloon keepers, Before |
the oconfeselon wag maﬁ@,vﬁh% editor scorched D. J, Yartz,

gditor of the rivel paper, the ¥atonge Rustler:

intil the lustler came oul lset week no onhe gver |
dreamed of oconnecting the cowardly old ghost with the |
attennt to burn this office. But when that sheet ‘
appeared with 1ts four or five contradictory. at&%ﬁmaﬂbﬁ‘
in regard to 1%, and ite spperent desire to diresct l
guspicion from ﬁhﬁ right chennel, the people vommencsd |
to think, After the feet was known that tﬁs ghost was
on the street with some drunken fellows after mld-night,
1t looks as 1f there might be a wotlive for the Rustler's
many contradictory statements laet week, OF cowrse the
sowardly ghoul would not do 1t Dimsel?, but slmply
Juﬁgin Tron the “ugtlerts manifost &ﬁxi%%y and, ga&;
gontiieting statementie 1t ocertsinly was posted,

The I
thet the Republican hed become "so dletseteful to the

petler had contalned an artlele which explained

oitizens of the country thet some people from the country
set fire to the pusillsnimous outfit,**® Damege from the

fire was repesired; “some new materiasle slled snd the

plucky editer and his wife continued thelr wer upon

’ "
1lawlesaness, 10
|

This wes the esmpalign whiech lg oredited
with drswing %h@a&arg fionseveltte attentlon to the raed-
haired newapsper gsrussder, A% the same Llme Ferguson was

fighting lowleneness, desoribing frequent murders and

bid., February 21, 1894,
Thid, , Pebruary #1, 13&4‘
§QQWﬁﬁa E. Ray, Earl  ah

(orman, |
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reporting the many raide of outlaws, he was describing the

wonders of the new territory and inviting people to come to

21

the "paradilse of the prairies, Ag early ag 1883

Ferguson's paper contained an article running across the

entire top of the page. Thils story sdvertised Blalne
County and the town of Watonga:

BLAINE COUNTY is unsurpassged in the fertility of

her soil by any country in the great wvest. 8he has
every advantage. Tlimber, water, and lands that will
compare wlth the best. ”Amo Gﬁ, the county ssat, is
a town of destiny. Her location 1s such that gives
agsurance of at lesst two rallroads at no distance
future day. The Baptlst Industrial school for both
whiltes and Indians, will be built here this fall.
WATONGA iqodestined to be the great central city of
Oklahoma.*

In following articles about the virtues of the new country
Ferguson described Blaine County's "watermelon ¢crops as big
- whales" and "corn bigger than sawlcgs."gs Of Blalne County
Ferguson sgid;
She is a wonderful creaturs. Young and beautiful,

"wears socks", rldes a safety and likes to flirt with

some of the counties in Oklahoma proper. BShe turns

up her nose at the World Falr, shakes her petticoazts

at finaneciesl panice and is grwu& of her natursl

endowments, She hes remarksbly modest ways and everv-

body admires her veracity. Truly she iﬁéa wonderiul
creature. Let the world gaze upon her.”

As late as 1901 Ferguson was still describing the beauties

of this "sun-kissed Oklahamg,“25 the "land of the falr Gad."gm

?ers. Tom B, Ferguson, They Carried the Torch, p.87.
§§Watcn@a Republican, July 26, 1893,
ogibid., August 9, 1693,
Tblc,
v;glbid., March 28, 1901.
Ibid,
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Acting as chairman of the first Republlican conven-
tion held in Blaine County in the fell of 18982, T. B.
Ferguson was faced with the problems of naming the county.
Factions of the party were deadlocked on Custer and
Sheridan. A compromise was brought about by the conventlon
leader, and the county was named in honor of Jaumes G.
Blaine, 2’

Ferguson took to pioneering agsin in 1893 when he
made the run into the Cherokee strip and stopped at Pond
Creek, He and his family had cut short a visit to Kansas
in order to participaste in the run., He walted at Caldwell
for the opening day and began his run at that point:

Juet before noon (September 18, 1883) my husband
hitched the team to our covered wagoen, loading our
camp outfit and prepared everything for the start. I
was to drive the team in the run, It was a most
thrilling adventure for a young woman and two small
children and not without an element of danger,

It was with relief that I found my husband at the
end of the trall waiting for me when I reached Round
Pond at sundown. He had staked a town lot upon which
we camped that night, Water was scarce %nd we bought
a bucket full, paying one dollar for 1%,28

They remained long enough to erect a small house
bn lot number 32 in block number 47. The house was later
stolen and moved after the family left Round Pond., The

lot was sold for ten dollars,

27Marjor1e Bernett Everhart, A History of Blaine
County, De 87
28Mrs. Tom B, Ferguson, They Carried the Torch,

o

pp, 62-63.
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After the Cherokee Strip experience the Ferguson

family returned to Watonga, and Thompson B, took over the

reins of the Republican again. During hie absence the
paper had been edited by ¥W. L. Baldridge, who left Watonga

later to work for the Sedan (Kansas) Times-Star. At this

' time the publicstion was put out with the assistance of
only one printer, but the entire family co-operated in its
production. By 1895 Ferguson was calling his paper the
‘most guoted local paper in the territory. He wrote that
guotations from hig pasper were found in other publications
in Kansas and Missouril as well as Oklahoma. He proudly

announced that on the subscription liste of the Republican

were the names of Populists, Republicans, Democrats, and’
Prohibitionists;

Our columns are open for all news items and notices
of political meetings willl slways be gilven space. It
makes no difference -- Rep., Dem., Pop., Prohib.,
"8ilverite," Gold bug" or any other party that wants
to publish a notice in this aesthetic Journal of
commerce and religious weekly can do go by firing into
our sganctum. |

In the early days of Watonga and Blasine County,

County Treasurer John H. Dillon learneﬁlof'a plan being
formed to rob his safe, which at paying time contained
congiderable cash, Dillon decided to digtribute the money

~among his friends, so he took approximately {2,400 to

A

Watonga Republican, March 20, 1895.
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Ferguson for safekeeping., He remarked that no outlaw
would consider looking in a printing plant for money. The

o

Watonga Republican editor kept a trusty 45-75 model '75

Winchester rifle near at hand in the office.90 Before the
outlaws' plan was carried out, they were apprehended along
Salt Creek. Making the attack were the United States

'marshal and members of the Anti-Horse Thief Association,

By 1897 the Hepublican had moved from the Noble
‘Avenue location to a site on Main Street. The new office
wae & wooden structure fifty feet long which had been used
as a feed store. The T. B. Ferguson family continued to
live in the rear of the printing plant. The front office
was alsc used tolhcuse the fourth-clase post office, and
:Ferguﬁon gerved as postmaster from 1897 until 1901, when
ne resigned because he belleved that heldling a federal
positlion interfered with his asctivities in politics. The
peper was lissued on Wednesdays. Each edition contained
Tour 16 x 22 pages, and subscriptions sold for $£1.00.

For & while the Watonge publisher offered z cloth-

bound ecpy of hie book, The Jayhawkers , and a year'sg

subscription to the paper for £2.00. His 41%-page book,
advertised as "a romance dealing with the social conditions
: = g
of the early history of Kaneas, w31 wae gelling at 41,25

per eloth-bound volume and 78 cente for the paper-bound

”oLetter from Thammqon B. Fsrguaon to W.C. Rodeckar,
Watonga, October 29, 1903.
3lyatonga Republican, July 26, 1803,
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edition. This book is credited with being the earllest
fiction recorded in Oklahcma.sz It was printed by the
State Capital Printing Company of Guthrie in 1892,
Ferguson reported in his news columns that Judge Tourgee
said the book was "a historiecal fact dressed up in
fiction's finest costumes."®® Other current publications

. were offered as subscription companions for the Republican.

While Ferguson was serving as territerial chalrman
' of the Republican party, it became necessary for him to go
' to the capltal at Guthrie in the interests of Dennis T,
Flynn's campalgn for delegate tc congress. While he was

away, Ferguson left the management of the Republican in

the hands of his wife. He had written articles for the
first week or two of his absence, but he found later thet
sending them weekly was impracticable. go upon the
shoulders of Mrs. Ferguson fell the task of writing
editorials and manasging the newspaper. With misglvings
she took over the task:

If the Republicsgn is not quite up to standard these
days the people will plesse understand that during the
absence of the senior editor, the work of editing
and managing of the paper devolves entirely upon the
Junior editor who %2 somewhat of an amateur 1in
editorial writing,v™

Later she remarked that the paper did not suffer along the

32Mary Hays Marable and Elaine Boylan, A Handbook
of Oklahoma Writers, (Norman, Oklahoma, 1939), p. 3.
S3yatonga Republican, August 2, 1893.
S4yrg, Tom B. Ferguson, They Carried the Torch,p. 104
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political and editorisl lines and that 1t lived up to ite
usual standsrds, oo

After the death of President William MeKinley,
charges were pressed against Territorial Goveraér ¥illiam
M. Jenking, who had been in office only seven monthe.
‘Theodore Roosevelt, after nssuming the presidential duties,
called a delegstion of Oklshoma citlzens to the White
Houge for a consultation regerding the governorship. Among
‘the delegates were Flynn, delegste to Congress; Horacs
Speed, United States distriet attorney, and willilam Grimes,
territorial secretary snd former newspaperman in Nebraska.
Roosevelt wished to appoint Zach Mulhsll, Oklshoms rancher
and Wild West showman, but he ran into difficulties because
Mulhall's residence at the time was St. Lduis, where the
cattleman was preparing hils exposition for the World's
Falr, He was, therefore, considered an "outsider," so
the chlef executive asked for suggestions.®®  He rejected
severasl nominations, then asked if thevre were not one
honest man in the entire territory, one who had the nerve
and backbone needed to make 2 successful administrator.

The name of the red-haired editor of the Watongz Republican

was proposed,
When Fergueon was agreed upon, the President sent

a telegram to him at Watongs notifying the newspaperman to

59114,
i 98¢, parkhurst » Territorial Governors. (Unpub-
lished M.A. thesis,Department of History,University of

Oklahoma, 1928), p. 41.
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come to Washington immediately. At the time the telegram
arrived, Ferguson was working at the Vanguard office in
Hltchoock, a branch publication established in November of
that year. Mrs. Ferguson recelved the message, and, deciding
that she wanted her husband to accept the cffice, she wired
Roosevelt that Thompson B. Ferguson would asccept the office
and that he would leave lmmedlately for the Distriet of
Columbla. When the editor himself learned of the action, he
refused the nominatlon. His wife was adament. He boarded
the next traiﬂ for the nation'g capital and returned in s
few days with the commigsion making him the sixth territorial
governor of Oklahoma. Only slight mention of his appointment

was made 1n the Republican. A short filler item on page one

stated that the senlor editor of that paper had received
from President Roosevelt a commission which made him governor
of the territory. Another short item announced that the
Ferguson family was moving to Guthrie.

In connection with his appointment, Ferguson once
wrote:

When I visited President Roosevelt in Washington,
he told me that I owed my appointment to no man in
Oklahoma, that I was under obligation to no politician
or any class of politicians; that the appointment had
been on his own motlon for reasons best known to hinm-
self; and that he expected me to keep my adminietration
free from the influence of politicisne. This T have
attempted to do,37

TLetter from Thempson B. Ferguson to A. H. Boles,
Perry, July 30, 1903.
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When Ferguson, who was 40 years of age at the time,
left Watonga for Guthrie to assume the duties of governor,

he left a Republican office which had discarded ite

Washington hand press and had installed a new hand power
 press, later replsced by 2 gasolline engine, The Washington
press had been carried to Hitcheock, where 1t was utilized
‘until that publication was abandoned. The Fergusong had
built 2 new home 2nd had moved the post office from the

' printing plant, thus leaVing the entire building for job

work and for printing eof the Republican. Before leaving

for the capltal city, Ferguson volced the rising demand
 for statehood. On December 4, 1901, the day Congress met,
 the governor-appointee attached a new motte to hig newe-
‘paper. "Statehood for Oklahoma now, with Indian Territory
as soon as she gets her clothes on," he advocated. As

late as 1905 the Republican carried articles discussing

Ferguson's aprointment. On December 7 of that year, s
story was printed to deny the rumor that Bird McGuire,
delegate to Congress had been responsible for the appoint-
ment of the senior editor., The story states that MeGuire
knew nothing abgut the existence of a vacancy until the
name of the new governor had been announced. Ferguson,
‘himself, did not know that the vacancy existed until

shortly before his appointment was disclosed, o8

SQWatcnga Republican, December 7, 1905,
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Ferguson carried to the capltal qualifications
which make for a good governor, He had lived through the
trials of the people he was to serve, and he fully under-
gtood thelr probleme., He was patient, but he could be
firm. He had already fought every political question in
- the columne of his newspaper, Through his writing, he had
:let people know hie stande on every contemporary political
question, With him went a better acquaintance with Okla-
' homa affailrs and a more profound sympathy with his people
than probably any man in the territory at that time pos-
sessed.

In his politlical career, Ferguson had served as a
member of Blaine County's first electlion board, chalrman
of the Republican territorial committee, and postmaster.
From January 16, 1895, until June, 1899, he had served as
~a director on the first board of the Oklahoma Historileal
Soclety. He had been an enthusiastic participant in the
meeting of the Republican State League, held in ¥l Reno in
June, 1806, He had taken a prominent role in the non-
politieal free homes and statehood meeting in Kingflsher
in January, 1897.

Ferguson took the cath of office, administered by
Chlef Justice J. H. Burford, in the distriet court room
on December 9, 1901. He had expressed a desire against

inaugural ceremonles and had ssked to be sworn in before
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- only those pefson% who wished to attend. Immediately after

' he had taken the oath, Ferguson went to the chief

executive's offlce ta'aasuma his gubernatorial duties.
Ferguson's influence while governor of the terri-

tory will be discussed in another sectlon of this chapter.
As Governor Ferguson's term approached an end, it

became obvicus that he would not be reapmointeé.39 He wae

congidered one of the moet outstanding executives of the

' Sooner land, but pressure was brought on President

 Roosevelt in favor of Frank Frantz, one of the president's

Rough Rider buddles. The appointment of Frantz was

- announced Januasry 5, 1906, The notice of this appointment

was'treated by the Republican with the same lack of

 heraldry which had accompanied the news item of Ferguson's

' selection in 1801:

Capt. Frank Frantz, formerly postmaster at Enid,
and now Osage Indlan agent, has been appointed by
President Roosevelt as governor of Oklahoma to
succeed Governor Ferguson at the explration of the
latter's term on January 13th next.

Ferguson, who had been named governor on December 1, 1901,

had served a month over the regular perlod of administration,

thus glving him the distinction of having served six weeks

longer than any other Oklahoma chief executive. Ferguson's
reappointment had been advocated by Ethan Allen Hitchcock,

gecretary of the interior, who declared that under Ferguson's

SHe. ¢, Parkhurst, Territorial Governors, p. 45,
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- administration the Oklahoma Territory had caused his office
little concern, ‘

When Ferguson stepped down from office, he received
tempting offers to enter the dally newspaper field; these
he rejected and returned to the editor's chair in the

Watonga Republican office. And there he remained as a

| power with his pen in ferritorial and state affairs for
many years, 40

Shortly after Ferguson returned to Watonga stories
were circulated that he was being consldered as a candi-
date for Congress from the second district. To answer
 these rumors, the editor wrote January 25, 1906:

The amusing stories going the rounds of the
Territorial pregss to the effect that the editor of
this peper 1s a candidate for the nomination for
congress....there 1s more money and more fun in
running a newspaper. Let those who want to do so,
run4 or congress, but the newspaper business beats
it.

In 1907 Ferguson was the Blaine County nominee for
congress in the Republican primery. His candidacy was
fought in the Democratic papers of the state with cartoons
showing the editor as the "Carpetbag Governor of (Oklaghoma."
Storles clrculated by the Democratic press also emphasized
the carpetbag sngle., To answer these charges against the

former governor, the Wichita Eagle carried an editorial:

000 'e, Parkhurst, Territorial Governors, p. 44.
41@atonga Republlican, January 25, 19086.
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The only charge ever preferred against Governor
Ferguson was by his own politiecal party friends that
he was not enough of a partissn. He was for Okla-
homa and her people first and his party next. Thou-
sands of people all over Oklahoma know this, and
there 1s nothing surprising in the reports of sgome
of the Second district papers that the Republican
nominee for congressg will .poll a good desl more than
his party vote....%<

Up to his April 28, 1910, issue of the Republican,

 Ferguson had denied the rumor that he would enter the race.
In that edition of his paper he ran a two-column cut of
’himself with the statement that he sought the Republican
nominatlon. His candidacy was endorsed by the Blaine
County Republican organization with a three-column boxed
story on page one. The issue which rolled off the pregs
July 7, 1910, contained two full inside pages discussing
| Ferguson and the Republican platform. Ferguson did not
win the nomination in the primary: he threw his editorial
support to J, W. McNeal, Guthrie, who had defeated him.
Elmer Fulton won the campaign for the ccngbessional
geat, but the campalgn offered the editor an opportunity
to discuss in writing the progress of his paper, his party
and his country. A double-column editorisl on the gubject
was printed August 29, 1907, to become one of the first
two~column articles to apoear in the Republican:
Thé firet issue of that paper was on the flat bottom
of the old army press when good old honest Evan Lewis

came in with a load of vegetables and left a quantity
in payment for the first subscription to the paper.

42;39.}.6:__? » September 12, 1907,
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These cabbages and potatoes were mighty good that
night for supper. Others followed, some with cord

wood and some with farm truck and chrough the farmers
of Blaine county the paper managed to issue regularly
and the Watonga Republican enjoyed a healihy vegetable
dlet for the first few years. The paper is still the
paper of Blalne county and lg a long accustomed
vigsitor in many homes. The same family lives off

the earnings and up-to~date 1t has never missed
igsuing regularly the Watonga Republican under the
same editorial head that 1t dld the day of 1ts first
issue. It has grown up with the "ehort grass" country
with faith and confidence in the citizenship as much
larger asset than any other that i1t even now possesses.

The Watonga Republican hasg, year in and year out,
protested that Blaine county and western Oklshomsa
wag the real location of the garden of Fden and ever
and snon in the past it has hurled flaming phillipics
againet the board of county commiseloners demanding
that they "paint the court house." Ye cazme here to
stay and our location will always be on the corner of
Main street and Weigle avenue in the city of Watonga
which is about the best place we know of, being
possessed, of a desire to be among the good people
of the earth.

Step by step we have watched the little village of
Watonga grow into s prosperous, thriving city of
substantial busginese houses and beautiful homes. Ve
feel a pardonable pride in it all because co many of
the best years of our lives have been spent in watching
the growth and adding our mite thereto.

In the April 28, 1910, issue of the Republican,

Ferguson announced his candidacy for governor, and hils
July 7 issue that year contalned two full pagee devoted
to his race and to the platform of the Republican party.
He lost the race to Lee Cruce, who appoeinted him head of
the State Electlen Board,

By 1912 the Republican plant was housed in a new

brick building and a linotype had been installed,

Governor Ferguson, azs chlef executive and as a
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 news§a§éfhan,'held highwintefést in press orgéﬁizatiéns
‘in Oklahoma. At the June 25, 1905, meeting of the Oklahoma
Territory Press Assoclatlon, Fergueson was named a delegabe
to the Hational Kdltorlsl Association convention in Guthrie.
gFor this meeting all editors of the territory served as
jhosts. When the annual meeting of the Oklshoma Presgs
iAssociation was held in Muskogee, May 24, 1912, Ferguson

‘was called upon to make the response to the welcome

|

iaddrassea, which had been given by Major Perry Miller and

A : |
' Colonel Clarence E. Douglas. The Watonga Heopublicen editor

‘requested that his son, Walter, then editor and publisher

' of the Cherokee Republican, speak instead. In the session
%tbat afternoon, Mr., and Mrs. T. B. Ferguson were given
jspecia.l recognition as ploneer editors of Oklahoma.

Late in 1895 the Watonga Republican editorial

page gave mention to the press group's meeting:

When the brethren of the Pregs Association meet
next year, they should avoid the midway plalsance
businegs. Beer and revelry have no place in an
editorial meeting. The people expect about as much
dignity and gobriety in an editorial assoclation as
they do in a conference of ministers. Why not? fThe
Oklahoma press represents the best thought of Oklahomsa,
and the brethren at their public meetings ghould
maeintain the dignity of the profession, %S

In 1906 the Republlican backed Frank H. Greer, Guthrle

editor, for president of the National Editorial Association,

Ferguson was well known as a historian. His serles

43

Mrs. Tom B. Ferguson, They Carried the Torch, p.71

sd4571
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| of sketches of "Men of the Border" appesred in the

; Republican in 1920, Among pergonalities included in

| these articles were "Davy" Crockett, General ¥W. H. Emory,
| “Deaf Smith, Colonel Henry Inman, Colonel John Covington,
General George B. McClellan and General Zachary Taylor.

. These stories were printed on the first pvage of issues of

| the Watonga Republican, and on December 30, 1920, Ferguson
announced the beginning of a series on "¥en of Oklahoma."
His death brought to an end this series of historical
description in which the writer dlscussed "from an intimateL
| personal point of view, many events of early day history.“ég
5 Sketches of A. J. Seay, George W, Steele, Dennis T. Flynmn
and David A. Harvey had been completed and had been

; published in the Republican. The column head for the

serles appeared in the February 3, 1921, lssue over the
' note that the author was in Oklshoma City for medical
treatment,

Ferguson's interest in history was respongible for
his column, "Looking Backward," in which he dlscussed

the history of Wetonga, Blaine County, and the Republican.

Of Ferguson as a news source and ag & historian,

C. M. Barchet, then editor of the Guthrie Daily Htate

. Capital, wrote:

It is doubtful if any man who ever occupied the
gubernatorial chair who was such a good source of
news as Tom Ferguson, and this goes both during
territorial days.and since statehood. He was the

44paily Oklshomsn, April 9, 1922,
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constant delight of the press bunch. Ferguson was a
historian of considersble repute; his articles on
Corcnedo and the fabled e¢ity of Quivira as well as
humerous others on the southwest were well written,
containing 11 the human interest that would be
imaginagble, and he talked about all these things
with the correspondents, laying the bars completely
down,

on the brink of political recognition and at the
peak of his prominence, Ferguson died February 14, 1921,
' in an Oklahoma City hospital. Hls death was hagtened by
' grief over the passing of his gon, Tom Shartel. The body
;of the former governor lay in state until February 16, and
the legislature was adjourned in hig memory. Ferguson was
buried in the small cemetery in Watonga. These arrangements
were in accord with wishes he had expressed. Funeral
. gervices were conducted in the house of representatives
chamber, 8. P. Freeling, attorney general, paild tribute
to the editor, Jjournslist, historian, governor, and author:

Let it be sald to the honor and glory of Governor
Ferguson that now, at the end of the trall, at the
cloge of his editorial career, his bitterest partisan
opponent cannot place hieg finger upon one untruthful .
gtatement nor one unworthy use of the great power,
placed 1in hie hands,

No writer has given to the world a better under-
standing of the explorations of Coronado, the early
gpanish explorer who crossed Oklshome in the sixteenth
century looking for the fabled city of Quivira, than
has Tom Ferguson. His historical writings of "No Man's
Land® and the "Territory of the Clmarron'" and articles
covering early-days in Cheyenne-Arapsho country were
sver accepted as authority. He was ever ready to help
the reporter or newspaper correspondent, and his
personal knowledge of things that had happened in
Oklahoma made his interviews and stories well worth

P

_ 44paily Oklshomen, April 9, 1922,
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while. However, he never sought personal publicity, 49
In tribute to the late publisher of the Watonga

Republican, the Sooner State Press quoted the following

editorial from the Oklshoma News, Oklahoma City:

The passing of T. B. Ferguson takes from Okleshoma
one of the really great characters in her history,

While he was great he was always humble. Power
meant to him not something to be personally desired,
but only the added weight of resvonsibility.

He was called from the newspaper office to the
governor's chair; he served and he went back to the
newspaper office; and never was there the slightest
hint of those things that so often characterize
the regime of public officlals -~ political trickery,
graft and ostentation.

That is an old saying that s public office is =
publie trust. Too rarely 1t is actually that. But
with T. B. it was, in every sense of the word.

Probably no chief executive in any state or any
nation possessed more completely the confidence of
the publie than did Governor Ferguson. To him 100
per cent honesty was always attributed, even by those
who were his political opponents:

The public schools of this state in the generations
that are to come may well select the life of 7. B.
Ferguson as an example of what a high official should
- be,

--The Referee, QOklahoma Newe4B

Welter Ferguson, editor of the Cherokee Republican

at the time, had snother tribute to pay his father. He
wrote the following:

T am not unknown as the editor of the paper I own
but the proudest thing T own ig that I am a son of
the Watonga Renublican.47

QESooner gtate Press, February 19, 1921, o. 1.
40Tbld., D. 2.
47iatonga Republican, October 11, 1917.
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Name Calling in the Republican

The YWatonga Republican was established in Blaine

County when four membersg of the Republican party decided
that the town's only newspaper, the Watonga Rustler,
needed competition; These four men persuaded Thompson B,
Ferguson to leave the newspaper office in Sedan, Kansas, %o
establish a party organ in the pioneer village, They
offered to pay the cost of traneportation for the
establishment of the publication. The Rustler hed
originally been egtablished s a Raepublican paper, but 1t
had weakened in 1ts causge and had tu%med to the supprort of
pemocratic and Populist candidetes,4® Wstablished by

D. %W. Martz, the Rustler grew under the editorshlp of Dennis
- J. Martz.

With the Republican founded as a competitor to the
Rugtler, 1t was only natural thst Martz and Ferguson should
take opposite points of view on every cuestion that wes
treated in their newspapers. And to bolster this rivalry,
both editors resorted to calling each other names and to
making colorful insinustions.

One of the firet of these degradstions apvesred 1in

the August 16, 1893, lssue of the Republican. In this

article the editor described a speech which had been made

by Martz:

480apolyn Thomse Foreman, .Oklahoma Tmprints (Norman,
Oklahoma, 1938), p, 49, i
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D. J. Martz hailed this as a golden opvortunity
to "spread himself." Martz proceeded to exhibit his
genlus as an oratorical curiosity. No sooner had he
“popred up" than he began to carve some seallops on
the balmy air. He resred, plunged, snorted, thrust
his pawe into the atmosphere, stamped wildly about,
"slobbered" all over himself and in diverse ways 1
made a magnificent jackass out of himself. He Ffinally
retlred on his tin ear and sat down 211 over himself,

The following month, Ferguson suggested to his rival,
"Why don't you try soaking your head in swillon48
Throughout the verbal bout which followed, the

- editor of the Rustler referred to the Republican as the

"boodle sheet," and Ferguson revesled his contempt for his
rival with his reference to that publication as "the
Kunnel's Hoss Bill." FPerguson once reported that no
pergon had ever made as much progrese in Blaine County as
had the editor of the Rustler. "He canme heré upon the
“invitation of one person (himself) and leaves with the
unanimous consgent of the entire community" he wrote when
Martz took part in the Cherokee strip Dpaning.BO 0f this
event, the red-haired editor also wrots:

Poor old Martz, He 1s no good. Hls genius 1s not
appreciated, Everybody will unite in welcoming the
day of hies departure, aznd everybody will wish him "Cod-
epeed" in the strip. V¥We wish him no 111, We hope
that should he have the opvortunity to do so he will
establish at Perry or snyvhere else outside of Blaine

county and not repeast his folly,51

i
i8]

Watonga Republican, September 20, 1893,
OIbid., September 27, 1893,

1-—-—-—-—-»

Ibid., October 4, 18093,

oicn
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Readers of the Republican were kept informed of the progress

made by "Blaine county's worst enemyﬁSg in his activities
in the opening of the Cherokee country:

«++the delectable individual who, for a year past,
hes edlted the Watonga Rustler and been a thorn in the
gsldes of the people of that county and a drawback to
the county in every conceivable way, hag lerft that
clty and located in & clalim near Perry.

It was with a note of joy that the Republican reported that

‘Martz'e claim near Perry had been contested on the ground
of soonerism, Such an art was called in "keeping with
the 'make-up' of the teritter!," and such would probably
take him "where he belongs ~- in the pen" ;54

The poor, sickening, disgusting, crazy, perjured,
ghoulist ghost of what once might have been a cheap
imitation of a man, known to the peopnle of Blaine
county as the eﬁitor (?) of the 1ll-reputed Watonga
Rustler, last week opened its den long encugh to emit
gome more of 1ts nauseating odor and imposed 1lts
lunacy upon a public! which had long since repudiated
1t in dlsgust. This ¢reature called Dennis J. Martz
is really an object of charity, however, rather then
cengure. No difference how low, contemptible or mean
a human being may be he 1is still an object of humen
pity. When Dennis J. came to thle town, he had
friends, for no one knew him then., Now he l1g seldom
gseen on the streets, and when he is, he wears a look
of despalr that might feorm 2 fitting model Tor an
artist to sketch the featureg of Prometheus in hell.
The erratiec Dennis 1s stsggering under the burden of
hig own misdeeds. Those who once believed him to be
sincere have at last dlscovered hls true charscter
and have repudisted him. He now stands along without
a buslnees and without friends -- & living testimony
to the declagration that whatsoever a man soweth that
shall he also reap.’

527b1d.
%5Tbid., November 8,

3, 1893.
OGtober 4, 18903,
551%1-5., November 8, 1803
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One week the Republican failed to volley wrathful words

at Martz, but in the following edition Ferguson dug deep
into his bag of adjectives to make up for lost time. He
did not skin the "poor old smirking, sniffling, sguealing
jackal“ one week in order to let the "mangey, scrawny hide
grow on before taking it off again. Run to the wall -—-
u-r-rh -- rip 'em up, P-r-rhit;96

The dlatribe continued;

The poor old repudiated hypocrite, Dennis J. Martez,
1s thrown into spasm’ everytime the REPUBLICAN is
mentioned, 1If the old imbecile possessed 2 brain the
word "Republican" would be imprinted upon it. He
talks of nothing else when awske and it causes s
Testive nightmare to come coursing across hig dreams.
Foor old Don. The people soon discovered that he
has nelther ability, honesty nor decency, and his
miserable excuse of a newspaper (%) 1g left like &
slck skunk, writhing, w%ggling and dying from the
excess of ite own odor,?

The Rustler editor wrote that the Republican was

run by coyotes, which threw in the sponge when they were
‘against the wall.®® But the Republiocen replied in kind;:

Poor old lnssne Martz. We do not notice him because
we conslder him worthy of notice, but simply to see the
animel squirm. Every time we touch him up that 1ittle
pegglng awl head sinks ten degrees below the shoulders.
Therggis nothing vigible zbove the shoulders but the
hat. :

The animal calling developed into rumor-printing in

both of the publications. The Rustler editor, an article in

561pid., December 20, 1893.
57Tbid., November 22, 189%.
587Tbid,, December 13, 1893,
591bid., November 22, 1893,
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the Republican states, was found "to be dishonest and an

all-around deadbeat."60 He was fcuhﬁ by one of the
business men and presented with "a bill long since due, and
the 0ld spook beat him out of a large ver cent of 1tn, 61
The paper went on:

This paper from the first exposed the dirty
designs of o0ld Martz and his satellites snd they
went down to thelr proper level writhing under the
gcathing rebuke administered at the polle by an
aroused public, Beaten, exposed, disgraced,

Jeered at by the public, and unable to fight their
battles they zided with all their feeble powers

in a 1libel sult against the editors of thie Daper.
In the presence of lawyer Steen (supvnosing him to
be with him) they discusged plans to pack the court-
house with fallen gpirits of theilr own ilk and get
a grand jury that they could control, as some of
the Jurors were not present on the morning of the
Iirst day of the district court. Failing as usual,
they have continued to nurse their disappointment,
but consplcuously, ROT IN IT., Most of them have
left the country and the remnant will soon follow.
Other communities will lese by their advent but
what is their loss is our gain,62

In the following issue of the Republican, Ferguson
8t1ll predicted the end of the Rustler. He accused Marty
of being a "poor o0ld yap of a ... ghost which still
whines plteously and delusively imagines itself %o be a
leader. "85 #The frisky old colt don't know when to stop.
All over the country the people's party folks are digguste&

with the imbecility of old Don, "64

601b14d., December 20, 1803,
6l1pig.
621bid., January 10, 1804,
831bid., January 31, 1804,
641p14.
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After g few vears the Rustler suspended publieation,
- and 1ts editor established a mercantile business with his
gonsg and operated a law practice on the gide. It was the
same Dennis Martz who dellvered thes welcome zddress upon
the return of Governor Ferguson to the newspaper office
in Watonga following his term as governor,

Memories of the word battles Ferguson had fought
with the editor of the Rustler were recalled by the

Republican editor on the seventh anniversary of his own

publication. For the October 12, 1889, issue Ferguson
wrote:

An inventory of our citizens reveals the fact |
that they are not numercus, 3But few of the actors
in the drama of those days face the audience to-day.
Many have departed, and of those who are left, but
few are in public 1ife. There have been great
changes since that time. e must not forget to
mention our former friend and adversary, Dennis
Martz, One who is not familiar with the past. can
scarcely realize that the now industrious, commercial
citizen who day after day leads the firm of D. J.
Martz & Sons along the highway of prosverity, under
the McKinley regime, was once the wild-eyed Dennlis,
who 1n days gone by, with lance (Ruatler) in rest
like ﬂervwnte g famoug knight arrant, was sccustomed
to vlunge recklessly and heaélmnw into causing thenm
to fly before him like chaff before the autumnal
wind, But 'twas ever thus. Things change. "0
tenporel® "0 mores!™

The editor of the Rustler was also well egulpped
- to gim words st Ferguson., On the six-weeks anniversary

of the Republiecan, Martz had this to say about the chiefl

rival publication in Blaine County:

Six weeks ago there came as an exchange to our
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office g sheet about the gize, shape and make of the
carpet bag sheet publighed in the post-office, called
the Sedan (Xansas) Republican, edited by the Watones
carpet-bagger, Ferguson, Hls contemporaries state
that he was compelled %o vamoose from Sedan, Xansas,
on account of hig dishonest tactlce towardsg the

People's Party and Democrats of that place.
Ferguson did not limit his bsrbs to the editor of
the Rustler. He found enocugh sharp words to kindle a
feud with the publishers of the Watonga Herald, Tirst

printed as the Blaine County Herald., A. %. Newman,

 owner of the Herald, was ¢alled "Wavy Hair" by hie

Bepublican rival, and his publication was a2 '"pop" produced
2 a < Lo -

by the "glimy, smoky, hide-snd-gseck Newman, "66

One week Ferguson noted that:

Last week's Herald was just asg 1t used to be --
loaded te the muzzle with grammatiesl errors, We
suggest the teachers of Blaine county secure a cony
of last week's Herald to use in their school work -
as exanmples of false gyhtax and bad grammar generally.™

This subtle remark was typical of those which charscterized
Ferguson's attack on contemporary rivals of an opposing
political party. And, s8 he had done in reference to the
Rustler, Thompson B, Ferguson accused those in charge of
printing and editing the Herald of being the cause of

a "nauseagting 'odor' to every citizen of Blaine County who

ig familiar with the state of things....“68 On one

occasion Ferguson accuged the Herald gtalff of having "taken

651pid., October 26, 1802,
661pia., June 10, 1896.
671bid., June 17, 1896,
681pid., ¥ay 15, 1895,
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an over dose of morphine last week consequently its wilgd

crazy rantings. In fact the sheet was drunk, #69

In the two following issues in August, 1898, the

Republican contained approximately five full c¢olumneg in

which "Morphine Billy" and "Imiformity Al" were held "Unden
the Spotlight." In this column, Ferguson attacked the
"sweet scented animal" and the "teacher without an
education,"?70 He predicted this to be the last hour of
desperation for the 1ll-famed sheet. On Aungust 28 of that

year, the Republican announced that Ed Ingram had left his

Job et the printing office of the Herald because he %wae
tired of working and taking promises for pay, consecuently
concluded not to stay here any longer,"7l

When the Herald ran a suggestion to "advertise in

& paper that the women and children are vermitted to read,"

the Republican publisher found an opportunity to quote the

advice and thue use it to the Pepublican's advantage:

This is good advice, but 1t cutes the Hersld out.
Only a short time ago, the ladles of Watonga were
lighting the fires with the ssid sheet not allowing
the boys to read it on account of ite obscene
language, 72

The January 11, 1906, issue of the Republican

contained en article hesded "OBEYS HTS MASTERS" in which

691bid., July 31, 1895.

70Tbid,, Auguet 7, 1895.
711bid., August 28, 1895,
721bid., December 4, 1895,
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the writer remarked that 1t was not the usual thing for
the editor to resent a personal attack, Yesvecislly when
such an irresponsible, amateur and juggler of 'words

without meaning' as Golobie of the Guthrie State Register

- 18 the subjeect.® Throughout the adminlstration up to the
time that a change in the go#ernorship had been announced,

the State Register was "filled with all manner of false

statements and misrepresentations in an effort to prejudice
the public agsinst the retiring governcr."75 These attacks

in the State Register brought on the artlcle Ferguson

wrote. The governor stated in the story that in 1902 vhen
he was chalrman of the Republican territorisl committee,

he was requested to select a man to be in charge of head-
quarters in CGuthrie. This was a job that pald approximately
#15 per week, and Goloble was one of the apvlicants:

He said that he was "all in.® "Broke," Sald 1t
meant much to him, as he was up agasingt the ragge?
edge of fortune and perambulating under an evil star.
He was a newspaper man -- something which appealed
to the chairman -- znd he was given the place.

Later, Golobie took over duties as editor of the Register,
end for a time he was friendly toward the sdministration
and supported it ardently. He had asked for territorial
printing, but had been told that these jobs could not go

to papers outside the Republican party:

731b1ﬁ., January 11, 1906,
747p1a,
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But then it 1g not Golobie that his article
deals with so much as those whoee creature he is,
and, as hlg mastere, dictate his slanderous elusions,
whlle they hide behind the mask of expedisney and
cry for harmony, while at the same time they
influence such weaklings as Golobie to attack
Republicens and shift the respongibility upon
them. They should elther select & more creditable
avenue of communicetion, or should come cut in
statements duly accredited to themselvesg and not
bushwhaeck, hoping to conceasl themsgelves behind the
editor, although they inspire every word which he
writes upon politice, 75

The attempt to deetroy the Renublican office in

February, 1894, offered the editor of that publication
a chanee to assault his chief rival with more insults.
Martz hed wrltten that the fire had bsen brought sbout

because "the Watonga Hepublican 1s getting so distasteful

to the people that some people from the country set fire
to the pusillanimous outfit,"76 To answer thig, Ferguson
wrote:

Until the Rustler came out lset week no one
ever dreamed of connecting the cowardly old ghost
with the attempt to burn this office. But when
that sheet zvpeared with its four or five
contradictory statements in regsrd to 1t, and its
apparent desire to direct suspicion from the right
channel, the peovle commenced to think, After the
fact was known that the ghost was on the street
with some drunken fellows after mid-night, it looks
as 1f there might be a motive for the Rustler's
many contradlctory statements last week. Of course
the cowardly ghoul would not do it himself, but
glmply Judging from the Rustler's menifest anxiety
and mang conflicting statements it certainly wae
posted, 77

75;bid;
761b1d;, February 21, 1894,
771Ibid.
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Ferguson gtated that such a disaster which might have
resulted 1n the destruction of hig family as well as of
the business establishment would give Martz s chance to
gloat. He was "too ignorant to sustain hisg cauge in
controversy: too cowardly to do anything openly,#78
Although other newspaners were not as bold in theilr

attacks upon the editor of the Republican, they did,

however, nevertheless, glve forth with verbal punches.

The Rusgtler and Bleine County Herald were the chief

‘targets of Ferguson's barbs, but their replieg were not
g0 poisonous nor so sharp.

The Rustler accused Ferguson of setting his own
news office on fire and then denying the action. Upon
this matter Martz adviged "Shut up you ‘'tater! thief you
smell like coal oil and your face looks like a dusty
horse blanket." 72

Wwhen the news thaf FPerguson had been named president
of the Territorlal League was released, the editor of the
Rugtler commented that the "Republican party is going to
dogs when 1t can find no better man . . . than T. B.
Ferguson, "80 In geveral issues which followed this

announcement, the Rustler ran pictureg of = donkey labeled

781bid., February 21, 1804,
7"9Yatonga Rustler, February 23, 1894,
80watonga Republican, August 16, 1899,
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"7, B, Perguson, Our Republican Candidate for Legislature, *81
The donkey supported a large quill over one ear, In the
July 24, 1894, isgsue a three-column drawing of a donkey
was titled; Y"The Tattooed Ass. T. B. Ferguson Candidate
for the Legislature." Stripes in the zebra-like donkey
weretlabeled boodle, " "theft," "false clalms," "court
house potatoes," "office burning," and "lying and perjury."

Attacks were not limited to publicationg within
Blasine County. Of ths Kay Gaunty'ggg, Blackwell, Ferguson
wrote:

The Kay County Sun of Blackwell last week issued
the dirtiest, foulest, mogt cowardly, most contemptible,
would be venomousg, yet most harmless article ever
emanated from s press in Cklahoma. Thisg srticle was
wrltten in an attempt to answer gome of the Republiecan
papere that have been criticizing the treasonable
utterance of Tdward Atklnson, Biljen Bryan and the
other traitors who are going over the land trying
to create a sentiment of treason. Of course the Sun
is not to blame. It 1s more to be pitied, for wvhat
1t does not know yet thinks that it does. The Sun
belongs to thet class of sniveling, cringing, crawly
"me-to-Pete" papers which wag never accused of
envolving an idea, or publish a sentence which 1t digd

- not borrow from its masters.8?

Just before Ferguson left Watongas to become
governor of the territory, he was the subject of an editorial
in the Shawnee Herald, edited by Charles Franklin Barrett.
Ag he dld often under such circumstances, Ferguson quoted
the article, then proceeded to add his own commente and to

tear down srguments included in the original:

82watonga Republican, August 16, 1809,
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Tom Ferguson, of the Watonga Republican, has "the
making® of g reallv capable Republican editor in him
if he could get away from hie provineial short-grass
environments and allow his pugnacious egotism a
chance to ghrivel. %ven a red-headed man cannot
expect to carry a chlp on each ghoulder and put in
haelf his time 'locking backward! and expect to
escape criticism in Oklahoma, -~ Shawnee Herald

Blegs your 1life, Brudder Barrett, we never object
to beling criticized, Not a bit of it. It is a free
country. Our '"pugnacious egotism" 1g never hurt when
a two by four self-constituted cuill puesher wantes to
fire hie gung for the fun there is in it. Any esmateur
can eriticize, That 1s eagy. Even the editor of
the Herald, who, of courge, has no egotiesm in his
anatomy, can eriticize. Locok here, Barrett, 1t all
goes except that "short grase" business. The tallest
grasgs in Oklghoma 1s found in Blaline county.

Chehlee Barrett, of the Shawnee Herald, says that
the geribe of this religzous weskly ig & posgessor
of red-hesded pugnaclousness and carries a chip on
hisg ghoulder inviting some one to brush it off,
Chshlee is mistaken. The scribe of this jaurnal of
commerce will run at any time to avoid a newspsper
entanglement., Only stops to mix when he cannot get
away. Chahlee hag dome good tralts as a quill driver,
but has a weakness for Jabbing his proboscis in whare
1t has no business, 83

-The Press and T. B. Ferguson's Appointment

The dismissel of William Jenkines and the svpointment
of Perguson as governor of Oklahoma Territory brought a
volley of press comments, same'faverable and some insulting
to the Watonga editor,

Under a four-column banner and.carrjing the Guthrie

dateline, the Daily Okiahoman ran the following news story

on page one:

83Ibid., November 21, 4801
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The news of the appointment of Tom Ferguson as
governor of Oklahoma was received here tonight with
dismay, then disgust followed by indignation., Tt
was a shock both to business men and representatives
of both parties whe knew Thomss Ferguson. Then came
the determination to ralse heaven and earth in an
effort to avert this disgrace to Oklahoma., A meeting
of prominent Republicans and business men was held
and a plan of concerted action arranged which will
result in the president receiving many telegrams
protesting against the apoointment of Ferguson and
reqguesting that Mr., Roosevelt aweilt the arrival of
the uncouth gentleman at Washington and take
Inventory of his caliber before final and decisive
action, It is believed that when the nresident sces
Ferguson and finds that he is not only rough and
uncouth, but does not even know how to make a
respectable appearance 1n soclety and is both
illiterate and impolite, he will shortly cancel the
apoointment. 84

Other editors commented upon Ferguson's dislike for dreas
sults, and the fact that he often appeared "in an old blue
shirt common to the farming class. "85 On its editorial
page the same issue in which the above news gtory was run,

the Dally Oklahoman declared that at lesst Jenkine had

"the appearance."86 The writer predlcted that the Watonge
editor's administration would prove to be a comic opera
for which democracy should get reserved seats,B7
Chief lesder in the oppvosition to the appointment
of Ferguson as governor was the Guthrie Leader. Prior to
the announcement that the president had mede the appointment,

the Leader ran the following editorial:

84paily Oklshomsn, December 1, 1901, p.1

9C. €. Parkhurst, Territorial Qovernors, n. 45
86paily Oklahoman, December 1, 1901.

871p14. :
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Tom Ferguson would be & sweet-scented monstrosity
in the executive office. Ferguson's bowels are in
hig head and he thinks with his kidneys. He is a
gtranger to the nlcetlies of 1life and his table manners
have driven gtrong men to drink, Ferguson is a
pelitical pesrasite and a slaughter house accident
who recelves credit for writing and dolng those
thinge which are done by & woman. If Roosgevelt is
unable to do sny better than Ferguson, the trive
misfit, for Cod's sakes let Jenking and the
sﬁnitarium graft continue.88
The Blackwell News regarded the fact that Ferguson's
name was ameong those being congidered for the gubernatorial-
post as "the only startling feature about the contemplated
gubernatorial chenge."89 That publication predicted that,
if the Watonga newsvepermen received the avvointment, it
would mean another fight before he had time to wsrm his
office chair.®0 C(Cslling the Watonga editor "obnoxlous to
every Democrat in Oklshome end to a2 majority of Republicansg,t
because of hle views on socizl equality for Wegroes and
because of hls efforte to remove the law calling for
separate schocls, the Newe declared that he was "not broad-
minded enough to be governor of Oklahomsa and that he would
be used by & certain faction of his party to the detriment
of other factions, 9l
From the Mnid Wave cazme the following editorial
comment upon speculatiecn that the appcintment would go to

Ferguson;

88guthrie Leader, Wovember 30, 1901.
893ﬂilv Qklashoman, December 1, 1801,
20gutkrie Leader, November 30, 1901,
9l1big.
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The contemplation of the poesible appointment
of that red-headed nigger man, Tom Ferguson, to
the governorship of Oklahoma, is horrible within
itself, TIf the president should happren to make
such a terrible mistake, the entire population
of Oklahoma territory should form in one grand
"Coxle army" and march to Washington and demand
statehood to take effeect not later than next
Tuesday. .... Fergueon is not even fitteg for the
positlion of sexton for a negro cemetery, 92

Members of the editorisl staff of the Guthrie

Dally Leader looked upon Ferguson's sppointment with

mixed amusement and smszement:
That Ferguson is a brazen clown no eone who

knows him will deny. He is parsimonious and

harrow intellectually and morally, and pogsesses

none of the common elements of manhoodé hence, he

ls an easy tool in the hands of Flynn.93
These staff members believed that Ferguson had sent the
historical sketches and reminiscences of Watonga, called
"Looking Backward," to Roosevelt "to call the attention
of the president to Ferguson as being a h-~1 of s
politician."94 They accused the Watonga resident of
being a hot tempered man who "rattled sround like 1iver
pills in a bend box. Years ago his congregation forced
him out of the pulpit because he got mad at a2 bird dog
end kicked 1t to death."95 The Leader found time to

condemn the Watonga Republican ss being a "butter-be-daubed

92Guthrie Leader, November 30, 1901.

93guthirie Daily Lesder, December 2, 1901, p. 1.
gélbia;, December 3, 1001.

95Tp1q.
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abortion with patent insides,"®6 (lippings from exchanges
‘were reprinted in a column "Fergaflynn Comments" which
appeared in the December 5, 1901, issue.

The Leader ran an editorial on December 5 with
the following comment:

The report that "Guv" Ferguson eats soup with a
pickle fork is a mistake. He soake 1t up in bread
and eats 1t with his fingers.

An edltorial writer of the Kingfisher Times asked
on his edltorial page who would run "that Washington hand
prese now since brother Tom has been called to Guthrie?"®7

Writers for the Enld Wave predicted that the
Democratic press of the territory would butcher Ferguson's
@olitical ambitions, that it would "knock Ferguson so low
in leses than six months that a yellow cur dog wlll not
know him,"98 The Wave continued:

Nearly all the governors of Oklashoma have been
gentlemen to say the least, but 2 man who would ecall
Ferguson a gentleman don't know the full meaning
of that word.99

Approval of Ferguson's apoointment was echoed by
other editors in veolume to matech the volley voiced agsinst
the man from the short-grass country.

The Carmen Headllght looked upon the appointment

as the government's recognition of the press;

967h1a.
97Guthrie Leader, December 5, 1801,
981p1d.
997Tbid.
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There ie now hope for Oklahoma; the government
has recognized the press by apoointing a newspaper
man governor, Flynn is also a newepaper man, but
was elevated by the people. The peonle of Oklahoma

are with the press and the pregg of Oklahoma deserves

their support,

The Pawnee Dispatch predicted an administration

of the "super-strenuous type':

A combinstion of the policies of a rough rider
and an Oklahoma editor ought %o result in a red
hot Territorial government,

The editor of the Wakita Herald expressed hig hope that
the Watonga editor would retain the rigid practice he
exercised in the preaching in his paper.

The Democratic Pawnee Herald expected to oppose

and criticlze most scts of the new governor, but 1t

welcomed Ferguson with these lines:

It hag a2 good deal of respect for the office of
governor and a good deal more respect for the red-
headed editor of a short grase country weekly, that
at forty years of age can make the president of this
glorious union think he ie big enough for governor,
and we'll gamble a 1little that when he gets in all
h--1 will never meke him confess to anything, or
catch him "looking backward® with,rggret because he
got caught with the goods on him,10%

The Hunter Enterprise called Ferguson an editor of one of

the "brightest, cleanest and most ably edited paperes of the

Territory."103 The Pond Creek Vidette believed that the
new officeholder would prove to be the best governor

Oklahoma ever had., The Rvents of ®nid had assured 1ts

1000klshome State Capitel, December 15, 1901.
1011bia.
102714,

1031b14.
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readers that Ferguson's adminigtration would be a successful
one:

The new governor has had the experience that makes
him know the needs of the homestesdere of the territory.
He will realize the necessity of keeping down the tax
payments. Governor Ferguson, by hig college training
and intellectusl 1ife, will know the needs of the
schools of the territory. He wlll now be in close
touch with the great commercisl interests of Guthrie,
Oklahoma City, and other towns and will see what the
needs of all the people %52 for the betterment of and
up bullding of Oklahoma,

To the Norman Democrat-Topic the combinatlion of red-hair

and Kansas heritage could mean but one thing, a strenuous

administration.108 1In this editorial, the Blackwell

Times~-Record bade adleu to editor Ferguson and extended a
welcome to Governor Ferguson:

He will make a2 splendid governor; Jjust such a
governor as we would expect every good Oklahoman
to be; he will be zeaslous for Oklahoms and her
interests; he will be an indefatigable worker and
will have both eyes and ears open at all times.
He 1s capsble, honest to the core and a man who
hatees decelt and trickery aze does the man who
ngmed him,10

The Norman Transcript designated Ferguson the

“Cincinnatue of Oklshoma®:

Cincinnatus wae an honest 0ld gentleman to whom
the people of the republic of Rome turned when
everything seemed dark and gloomy, when scandals
in office 1ife in the republic became unberable,
and when they needed & man at the hesd of affairs.
He was a rugged, honest incorruptible man, "the

104Ibid., December 3, 1901.

1091bid,, December 8, 1901,
1067p14,
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noblest Roman of them all," and brought the :
republic back from out the slough of despond,
That 1s_ the sort of msn Tom Ferguson will prove
to be.
Ferguson's appointment was announced in winter, so the

Kingfisher Free Pregs had no lavish boucuets to throw.

That publication did express the belief that the new
executive was honest and that he had plenty of ability to
be governor of the territory., The paper credited him with
having plenty of horse sense and with being "pretty
stubborn, self-willed, aggressive,"108

"No better man could have been selected" was the
gentiment expressed in the editorial columns of the Guthrie

State Capital:

A convineing orastor -~ one who talks well and
gensibly on all subjects; the author of "The Jay-
hawkers," and several other publications of a
literary and patriotic charscter; a man of common
gsense and plenty of 1t; one with strictest moral
life and commercial integrity -- he combines the
esgentlals of a successful and popular governor,

" . hls Watonga Republican hag always been
a gtrong paper -- one of the ablest in OCklshoma.
It has had opinions and a unique way of expressing
them. He hae had influence not only with his
paper, but personally, taking part in about every-
thing for the aévancement of hiq town and county.
He made a model postmaster, and an aporeciated
and valuable citizen,h 109

When Fergusonts term of office ended and his

successor was 1lnstalled; the press comments upon the

1071bid,
1087big,

109Ibid., December 3, 1901,
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administration offered an interesting study. Two of his
principal opponents a2t the beginning of his term expressed
appreciation for a healthy adminigtration.

A brief note in the editorial column of the Gulhrie
Leader took a reverse stand from that expressed four years
earlier: f"Governor Ferguson retires from office bearing
the good will of the people in general®,ll0 The following
day an edltorlal article in the Daily Oklahoman expressed

the same sentiments.

Governor Ferguson, the retiring executive, gave
the Territory a very creditable and, in most ways,
satigfactory administration. He worked faithfully
and intelligently toward the general development
and the enforcement of the laws whose executlion were
placed in his hands. His retirement ie perhaps more
forced than voluntary, but 1t can scarcely be charged
to any official shortcomings in the light of the
record and the pregident's pershant for rewarding
his rough riders,lll

Along these gsame lines the Qklshoms State Capital

ran the following editorial;

Governor Ferguson can feel assured from the
maeny testlimonisles he has had by many of the people
personally and through the public press that his
administration was everything that the people desire.
He stands much higher with the people than he did
when he came to Guthrie and he has brought this
about by his own deeds for the public in this high
office. 112

Newspaper Criticism of the Administration

Quite naturally Ferguson, like other public

110guthrie Leader, January 15, 19086,
11llpaily Oklahoman, January 16, 19086,
—1120klshoma State Capltal, January 16, 1906,
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officials, came in for criticiesm in the press while he
was chlef executive of the territory. 1In 1204 the Guthrie

Btate Capital objected that Ferguson's report to the

Secretary of the Interior would do a grave injustice %o
the capital city. Parts of the fortheoming report,
supposed to have been reprinted from the Xansas City Times-
Journal, were sald to give Oklahoma City a larger
population by 700 persons than any city in the territory,ll3
After a great deal of dlscussion by contemporary newe-
papermen of both Guthrie and Oklzhoma City, Ferguson
announced that population figures of both cities would
be omitted from his annusl report,

Other objections came from pressmen concerning
the Oklahoma exhibit at the 8t. Louis World's Fair in
1904. Ferguson wrote E. A. Marchant, secretary of the
Oklahoma commission at the falr, that he was pleased with
the display:

Of course there are a few journals that would
complain if our booths were filled to over-flowing
with the very best products obtainable.l1l4

Some complaints had been concerned with the amount of
frult put on display, and others had objected to the
quality of goods on show. By Auguet 15, Fergusoh reported

that the press seemed satisfied with the Oklahoma building

113Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to E. E. Brown,
Oklahoma City, August 12, 1904, : '

1l4r.etter from Thompson B, Ferguson to E. A. Marchant,
B8t. Louls, Missouri, Auguet 15, 1904,
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and that criticism had leveled off,
A story about the Norman Sanitarium appesred in
a Kangas paper followed a short time later by a digcussion
of the Oklahoma delegation's dlssatisfaction with treatment
at the falr., (Governor Ferguson denounced the paper for
these stories:

It has been very embarrassing to the citizens
of Oklahoma to have thelr institutions and their
people misrepresented by papers published outside
of the territory and it is gtill more embarrassing
to have outside papers publish articles which would
indlicate that Oklahomans left St. Louls howling
like a band of Indians,ll5

Ferguson's objection was aimed at the Kansas City Journal
in particulaf.

Concerning an artiecle by #verett Purcell, Enid,
the chief executive of the territory once wrote:

I do not like its tone. There seems to be
implied in it an idea that ¥Mr. Houston might be
retained in the School Land office unlesg a fight
should be made by the newspapers and politicians.

I wish to state in this connection that if every
newspaper and every politician in the territory

were to demand Mr. Houston's removal and I belleved
him not gullty of the charges, he would be retalned.
Cn the other hand, if every newspaper and every
pollitician in Oklahoms should demand that Mr. Houston
be retained, and I believed him guilty, he would

have to go. Nothing that the politicians or nothing
that the newspapers could say could have any effect
upon this matter. Of course, however, 1t is a free
gubject and naturally open to discussion for g11,116

Other verbal lashings were delivered by the administrator.

To the Events editor on another occasion, Ferguson wrote:

1159Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to E.F. Helster,
Kangas City, Kansas, May 7, 1003.
: 116Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to Everett
Purcell, Enld, June, 26, 1903.
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Your paper censures the administration for not
dismissing Houston summarily, while a large number
of the republican papers and politiciasns of the
Terrlitory think that he has been dealt with too
harshly.

I wish to state in conclusion that I do not care
what you or anyone else think about the matter, do
not care what your paper has to say. You are talking
and writing on a subject about which you know but
little, and you evidently manife%t & desire to
overdraw or mistate the facts.ll

Concerning criticism along the same affalr, which resulted
in the resignation of J. J, Houston from the office of
school lande, Ferguson addressed Emory D. Brownlee,
Kingfigher:

It is the duty of every republican paper to
criticize when there is ground to criticize the
adminlstration of 1ts own party, but is hardly
consigtent for a so-called republican paper to
criticize simply because it has been disappointed
in cerrying a point,118

Ferguson, who had asked Houston to resign, bellieved that
little would have been sald about the affair had it not
been for the "Populist paper at Enid taking the matter up
and trying to misrepresent the facts as they actually
existed,."119 He had reference to Purcell's paper. In
another note to Brownlee, Ferguson remarked that Purcell's
‘publication was damaging the Republican party. He believed
that Purcell's asttack on the secretary of the territory

was "severe and without justification, n120

1171, etter from Thompson B, Ferguson to FEverett .
Pureell, Enid, July 17, 1903,

118Letter from Thompson B, Ferguson to Fmory D.
Brownlee, Kingfisher, July 17, 1903.
1197p14. |

120Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to Emory D.
Brownlee, Kingfisher, January 21, 1904.
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On July 26, 1903, L. G. Niblack, manager of the
Guthrie Leader, who called his publication the "Leading
Democratic Paper in the State,® objected that papers of
the opposite party from Ferguson's were being dlscriminated
against:

For several months past, The Leader has been
deseriminated against in the matter of NEWS
emanating from the various depertments of the
territorial administration. I have never been
able to ascertain the real cause of this. News
ig not necessarily politics, and it seems to me
the public 1is entitled to know "what is going on.*

Today, however, T was much surprised to learn
through a member of the staff that "the policy of
thls administration is to give all the news to
Republican papers and to ilgnore the Democratic
press." This quoted statement was made to ¥r.
Keyes, of THE LEADER, by Mr. R. ¥. Baxter, auditor
and ex-offlcio superintendent.

I ecannot concelve of a greater injustice than this,
and firmly believing that Mr. Baxter does not speak
for the administration in this matter prompts me
to address you. Being a newspaper man yourself you
are conversant with "the grind of the press," and
fully appreciate the fact that a paper's news and
editorial departments are ag different as fact and
opinion., Moreover, THE LEADER has always been
courteous and liberal in its_treatment of matter
coming from the departments.l?

Ferguson replied to the charge by Niblack one day
later. He stated that 1t had not been the policy of his
administration "to discriminate against any paper, even

should 1t be opposed to the administration politically."122

12lietter from L. &. Niblack, Guthrie, to Thompson
B. Ferguson, June 26, 1903,
22Letter from Thompson B, Ferguson, to L. G.
Niblack, Guthrie, June 27, 1903.
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Keyes had informed the governor that a member of the
territorial administration had stated that newe items
"were reserved first for republican papers 2nd the demo-
ceratic papers would have to wait until they could secure
the news through other avenues, 123 Ferguson, upon
learning the name of the staff member, objected through

notes to hls sctions and later discussed the matter with

him personally. It was Ferguson's wish that "in all matters

of official news all papers are to be treated alike":124

Be assured that it is not the poliecy of the
administration to discriminate in favor of, or
against, any paper. I firmly believe that the
officlal acts of an administration belong to the
public, to republicans, democrats snd populists
alike, and should reach the people through the
various political parties. I feel that it would
be ingratitude on my part to withhold from any
democratic papers any official news. These papers
have very kindly printed my proclamations and other
adminisgtrative matter, and 1t would be of bad falth
for me to withhold from them any nefg items which
would be of interest to the publie. °5

Menagement of the Republican, 1901-1906

Affairs of state did not keep Governor Ferguson
from remaining in close contact with his own publication

and the Republican office at Watonga. Harrison Brown and

1231p14.

1241 et ter from Thompson B. Ferguson to L., G. Niblack,

Guthrle, June 27, 1903.
1251p14.
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W. C. Rodecker were left in charge of the plant and the

front shop, snd Mrs. Ferguson frequently visited the news-

paper office. (overnor Ferguson held tight reins over the g

management of his newspaper throughout his tenure of office.

Proof of this 1s found in the numerous letters he wrote

to Rodecker and Brown concerning publication affairs.

In looking over the Republican this week, I
notice that there are a number of items included
as news matters for which we can hsrdly give room
at this time. For instance matters relative to
charitable institutions which sre always submitted
to papere with the reguest that they be published and
various other thinge submitted for publication which
are neither pay locals or news items., T would suggest
that you have Mr. Rodecker go over the forms snd take
out everything in the way of legal matter which has
run the required time, cautlioning him against allow-
ing dead mstter to remasin in the paper. Also will
suggest that the space which we have left for local
news be devoted to that line of work entirely, and
that he shut off all communications from the outelde
which are not news items, or rather are presented
by people in the way of charity. Of course thosge
things should be given a reasonable amount of sgpace
during the year in the newspaper, but on account of
our orowded columnsg, local work, ete,, we cannot
spare the room for them at thils tilme.

Several cltlzens of Watonga during the past month
have suggested that the local work is not up to the
ugual standerd. Now do noet misunderstand me to be
meking a complaint., T know that individually you
have not time to leave yvour work and look after
thls matter, nor would I ask you to do it and T
realize that Mr. Rodecker 1s compelled to spend
more time in the office than he should spend there,
He should have more time to devote to local work
and %o soliciting patronage, both advertising and
Job work, T am finding no fault with the paper. 1T
know he ls doing the very best that he can, but it
is my impreegsion that he ig having to spend too much
time in the office, and I would suggest that you take
the matter up with the boys and give them to understand
that all of the body type must be put in by them.
That they are expected, also, to run the press in
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disposing of Job work, With the amount of matter
that we are running in the paper each week they can
easlly do this and not work very hard either. One
printer can put up all the body type that we are
running at this time.

We are perfectly satisfied with the manner in
which the paper has been run, both as to business
on your part and the part of Mr. Rodecker, and have
no fault to find with the work of the boys. When
they are given to realize, however, that they are
expected to do the office work with the exception
of setting the type for the job work then they can
eagily do it and will be willing to do 1t.126

That seme day, the Covernor wrote Rodecker that although
every newspaper wasg expected to publish a "certain smount
of matter each year for Sweet Charity's sake"l27 even
that could meet a 1limit and be overdone:

I think that we have done our share of the work
during the past, and would suggest that the notices
of religious conventions and other things which do
not strictly interest our people, be left out for
the present,

« «» As you realize we have considerable
competitlon, there being several newspapers in our
town, and we cannot afford to lose patronage that "
this paper has built up during the past ten years,l128

Competition of the Republican wss kept under the

finger of Ferguson while he was in Cuthrie, and he was able
to direct hils paper's affalre to the best zdvantage., 1In
1902, a2 former employer of Ferguson's and onetlme staff

member of the Watonga Republican joined with A. L. McRill

to establish the Watonga Dispatch, g weekly Republican

126Letter from Thompson B, Ferguson to Harrison
Brown, Watonga, July 18, 1902,

127Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to W. C.
Rodecker, Watonga, July 18, 1902,
| 128714,
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newspaper which was issued Thursdays. He was V. L.
Baldridge., Thompson wrote of him:

« « « We gave him a position on the paper es local
editor, but discovered that he was not only working
againet the interests of the paper, but that he was
alego advocating socialism of the extremest order,
even more radical than taught by the "Appeal to
Reason." We could not retain him as loeal editor
on account of many things that he seemed to be doing
against the paper, and also on account of his
politics, but retained him in the office at the
same wages, to do mechaniecal work, ., , . I wrlte
you this that you may understand the situation,

Mr, Baldridge is as pronounced a soclalist as Bruce
Morley.l29

0f the new newspaper, Brown expressed grave concern to the

editor in Guthrie. Ferguson belleved that the Republican

had nothing to fear from Dispatch:

They will magke a strenuous effort to do gll they
can in the way of misrepresentatlons, but it will
avell nothing as the republicans of the county know
thelr motives and know thelr stand politically.

They cannot posgibly remain in the county more then
a yvear.l30
The air of unconcern esnd confidence wag changed by December
when Ferguson wrote that he had been notified that s
general impression preveliled throughout Bleaine County that
a large portlon of the printing for 1903 had been promiged
to the Dispatch,l®l At this time Ferguson was nearing the

end of his first year as chlef executive of the territory,

129Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to J. H. Campbell,

Watonga, May 9, 1902,

130Letter from- Thompson B. Ferguson to ¥arr;son Brown

Watonga, August 11, 1202,

Y+Letter from Thompson R. Ferguson to P. F, Taylor,
Watonga, December 19, 1902.
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80 he returned to Watonga to revise the subscription list
of the paper, to drop some exchsnges that were of no

service to the Rewublican gtaff and to ecut off "a number

of subscribers living in other states who are comewhat
slow with their remittances."l132 gmarlier the governor

had sent Mrs. Ferguson to Watonga to enable Rodecker to
take a vacation. He put Rodscker in charge of the paper
as business manager, replscing Harrison Brown. Boasts

of Baldridge that he had been promised the county printing
reached the governor's office in CGuthrie, so while
Ferguson was in Blaine County,‘he checked up on the con-
tract. He wrote:

Mr, Kech told me that under no circumstances would
he favor the Dispateh on account of its having bolted
the republican ticket during the last campaign, and
on account of the fact that it was & new paper and
not entitled to any support from the party. He told
Tyler the same thing. I saw Tyler when T was in
Watonga last and he told me thet Mr. Koch assured
him thset he would under no clrcumstances favor the
Dispateh, T had a talk with Mr. Tyler in regard to
thls matter, T think that he wants something, as
you say, for the Freeman.+3® That is all right. 7T
have nothing to say sbout the distribution of the
patronage with the other papers. The Commissioners
can use their plessure so Tar as that 1s concerned,
but it would be an outrage upon the party to favor
the Dispateh, especially after it made an open fight
on the ticket and zs I have been informed, offered to
support the entire opposition party for fifty dollars.
The Republlican, of course, I think should be made the

1321,etter from Thompson B. Ferguson to W. C. Rodecker,
Watonga, December 19, 1902,
33The Qklahoms Freeman was published in Wetonga
by J. H. Roberts in 1902-03.
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official organ. If the commiseloners wish to divide
the Job work, I heve nothing to gay in that matter,
I think that the general gentiment of the republicane
ie that the watonga Republican should have st least
the work that 1t now hag which includes the officinl
work that comes to the offloial organ and the tex
liste in that Commissioners' district. Tn fset the
Republican and the Bulletin sre the only two DaEDers
in the eountry that sre prepared to do very much
of the job work, The Okeene Eagle has the facllities
for doing job work, but they do not understand the
art of doing it,1lo4

| In the early psrt of January, 1903, Ferguson
Played an important role in the matter of Blaine County
?printing contracts. Although he was in Quthrie at the tinme,
Perguson endeavored to desl with the situstion with hie
&an, Fergueon had hesrd that Demoorats in the ares, fired
by the Herald, were working for a migunderstanding between
@ha two Republicen commlgslonere, Smith and Koch, on the
baar&. The third council member, Delphsine, expresged hile
desires to award the contrset fsr”agumty printing to the
iewﬁst bidder. By causing a breach betwsen ¥ooh and
émith, the Demoerats wished to bring Zmith to work with
Delphaine. In explaining this sltuation to John H, Dilloen,
Geary, Ferguson wrote:
Last year when the printing of the ballote came
up the demoeratie county elerk, member of the election
board, said that 'To the victore belong the spolla,!

The same thing holde good now. The republicans have
8 majority on the board whieh was selected to net as

1341.etter from Thompson B, Ferguson to John H.
Dillen, Geary, December 19, 10902, “

|
|
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businesgs agents fdr the county.1l35
Ferguson requested Dillon to see Smith znd to
impress upon him the necessity of working with Xoch in the
matter. The governor believed that the attempt to bring
trouble between Koch and Smith was led by the Herzsld znd
' the Dispateh. Ferguson also wrote P, ¥. Tyvler, Watonga,
'that it might be well for him %o see Smith and to discuss
jthe problem with him, The Covernor deeclared that it
' "Behooves him as a republican to stay with the other
republican members of the board."156 He suggested a con-
Terence between Tyler, Smith, Koch and Seymour Foose. To
J. E. Thompson, Brldgeport, Ferguson wrote the same things,
‘ésking Thompson to visit Smith for the purpose of explaining
the lmportance of maintaining the well-being of the
Republican party. Ferguson informed Fooge that the Herasld
' and the Dispatch had induced Smith to fall out with Koch
:and to go to work with Delphaine in the county printing
metter: |
Last fall when the ballots were printed, the

democratic county clerk gaid that "To the wvictors

belong the spoils" and that a republican psper

should not even be given an opprortunity to bid on

the ballots., He was right in that proposition.

They had s majority on the board and the patronage

ghould have been given to that paper. Now that The
republicans have a2 majority on the board of

156Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to P, P, Tyler,
Watonga, Janusry 27, 1903,
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commisgioners, the same rule holds good, The
patronage should go to the republican papers.
What was good under a democratic electlon board
holds good under & republican board of commiesioners,137
On the Tfollowing day, January 28, L1903, the editor

of the Watonga Republican wrote Commissioner Phil Koch

warning him of the plane for the breach between comnigsioners:

Whatever dlsposition of the printing you make
will be satisfactory to me. As I have always :
told you, I feel that the Republican is entitled
to be the official paper of the county as long as
we have a republican board, as it was there
working for the county, working for the town, and
working for the party before the other vapers which
are novw running were in exlstence. Yet I merely
ask for whet is right, do not ask that the other
papers be discriminated against in our favor . . .

Governor Ferguson remained a fair-minded msn in his
| concern over newspapers. He wrote to John W. Dillon, Ceary,
‘his fear concerning discorimination agasinst the Bulletin.
Dated February 4, 1903, part of his letter follows:

I do not want anything done that would
discrimlnate againsgt the Bulletin, as I under-
stand that 1t 1s to be run strictly as a republi-
can paper since the change took place. As you
know, I was never especiaglly friendly to it from
a politicel standpoint as long as Waterman was
controllling i1ts editorial policy, as I did not
think that he had a disposition to assist the
party in any way with his paper.

I do not want, as before stated, the Bulletin
discriminated against, want it to have everything
that 1s falr and right, do not ask anything for
may own paper that is unreasonable or that would be
an injustice to the other revublican paspers. As
you know, the Digpateh should not be conszidered
when the award of the county printing is made, as

137Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to Seymour
Foose, Watonga, January 27, 1903.
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1t has and will continue to make war uron the
party and the republican orgsnization of that county.

Apparently the Digpatch did not get the county
printing, for on February 186, 1903, Ferguson wrote to
Dillon that he had just learned of plans by the staff of
that paper to sell the publieation. Tn this message the
governor expressed determination to "let them starve out,
rather than to have the republicans buy them out," He
condidered the folding up of the Dispatch to be “only a
question of time," Blaine County Republicans did not agree
with their chief executive. They entered business dealings
with staff members of the paper and when Governor Ferguson
learned that a transaction had been srranged he wrote the
followling in April, 1903;

In regard to the Dispatch will say that 1%t was

immaterial to me whether the paper was bought or not.
I thought that sbout the best way would have been to
let 1t starve out, which was inevitable. However,

a number of republicans at Watonga and throughout the
county thought that it had done the party considerable
injury, and they seemed anxious to get it out of the
way and took the initiative in msking the desl., Of
course, as they ggga made thls step, we wlll take 1t
of f thelir hsnds.

At this time plans were being considered by Ferguson
regarding the running of a daily., He had asked Harrigon
Brown to study figures of the Dispatch for one week to
determine the advisability of continuing the daily

publication., The physgical r»lant of that paper, which came

1l38Letter from Thompson B, Ferguson to W. (.
Rodecker, Watonga, April 28, 1903,
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into Ferguson's hands when the purchase was made, included
a Vaughn hand cylinder press, Army newe press, (Colding job
préss, proof pregs, and the cases of type and other small
machinery and material. It wes Ferguson's personal belief
that Watonga was too small to support a daily newspaper,
yet he instructed Rodecker to publish the new acqulsition
until the governor's official.party}returned from an offlcial
vislt to the 8t, Louls wWorld's Pair. With orders to keep
the publication rolling off the presses dailly until his
return, Ferguson also recuested that the former Democratic
newspaper carry the Republican c¢ity ticket at the head of
1ts columns., The taking over of the Dispatch d4id not cause

Ferguson to neglect the Watonga Renublican. He wrote his

deslres concerning the political make-up of the Republlican:

+ +» » in this week's Republican T would like to
have you give each candidate & good wrilte-up. Say
nothing detrimental to the candidates on the cltizen's
ticket, but glve the rgnublicam nominees geod support
in this week's issue,1S9

Acguleltion of the Dispatech by Ferguson brought

gharp eriticism from the Enid Fagle. The Clipping of this
story was malled to the governor by Tverett Purcell, who
recelved a full account of the purchase written by Ferguson
himself:

The Watonga Dispstch started st that place
about a year age, declaring its intention to take

159, etter from Thompson B, Ferguson to W. C.
Rodecker, Watonga, April 28, 1903,
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the field and often bossted it wouléd drive the
Republican out of business. After the wrangle in
the convention and s part of the republicaneg bolted
the county nominations, the Diespatch fought a
portion of the ticket curing the entire campaign,
but finding that they had lost out, a representative
of the Dispatch came to me last week and wanted to
compromise, wanted to stop the fight, sald that if
the county patronage (the republicans having elected
a majority of the county commissioners) could be
divided that the Dispateh would gtop fighting., 1In
short they wanted the Republicans of Blaine County
to buy them off by gilving them a part of the
republican patronage which they had not earned,
That was all there was to 1t. T told the gentleman
who came to me that T had no compromise to make,
and felt disposed to fight 1t out along that line.
I have never humiliated myself so much as to com-
promise with an enemy, or to try to buy him ofr.
The Ragle digcussed something about which 1t was
absolutely ignorant. It would have its rcaders
believe that there is a fsction in Blaine County
when there i1g none. )

I have just learned recently that the republicans
in Blaine County have purchased the Dispatch. They
discugssed that matter with me last week. I told them
that I had no conceesions to make, they could do ag
they liked, 1If they wanted to purchase the Dispatch
and to consnlidate 1t with the Reoubliecan or rather
let the Republican "swallowh 1t; they could do so,
but that T did not wieh to buy an enemy of the party
in order to stop ite fighting, 140

This letter %8 Purcell was not for publication, but
was wriltten to the w¥nid newspaﬁarman to give him the back-
ground information regarding the transaction.

The distance between Quthrie and Watonga did not

keep Ferguson from remaining in close contact with the

physical plant of the Republican. Upon learning of the

140 etter from Thompson B. Ferguson to Everett
Purcell, Enid, April 28, 1903,
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transfer of the Hitchcock Vanguard from Tckert to Ballard
in March, 1903, the governor instructed Harrleon Brown to
take charge of the Gorden Jjob press in the Vanguard office,

Thie press belonged to the Watonga Republicen but was being

used by Eékert. Since Ballard was not an experienced
printer, Ferguson dld not desire to let him use the press,
A press 1n the hands of an inexperienced printer was
susceptible to damage, the Watonga editor declared.l4l
During that same month he instructed Rodecker to write for
material about new types. He called for a list of improve-
mente at the plant that Rodecker deemed necessary. He
suggested that the manager get a loeal correspondent to
dmn&uct a subscription drive.

Ferguson's-knowledge of printing and his intérest
in the matter sre indicsted by hig research into presses
of the time:

Heving carefully studied the various nrecses

that are now upon the msrket and handled by the
supply houses doing business in Oklahoma, I have
reached the conclusion that the new Cotteral is
the best, considering strength of press, rapidity,
and the easy manner of its action uvon the type.
We can get a pix column Cotteral of the Oklahoms
City people on very good terms and T am of the
opinion that it would be the best press thet we
can purchase. Will take the matter up after my
return from st, Loulg,142

Articles which were printed in the Republican were

l4lretter from Thompson B, Ferguson to Harrison
Brown, wWatonga, March 4, 1903,
142Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to W. .

Rodecker, wWatonga, April 28, 1903.
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not ignored by F@rguson during his administration. He often
wrote stories for the papér, end frequently recuested that
coples be sent to him for proofing before they were run,

At other times he suggested poseible stories to be used in
the publieation., If, for any reason, he objected to the
use of a certain article, he wrote Rodecker hisg complaints,
OCne such rebuke was the following:

The Republicen this week containg one article
which I regret very much was ingerted, the one
under the head line "One schoonl house over which
the flsg will fly.*

I notice that the article is starred and was
& communication but a2t the same time it rmogt
assuredly would sntagonize the administration with
the legislature. It would only be natural for the
membereg of the legislature to think this article
emanated from me, Of course I knew nothing about
it until T saw 1t in print, 7T have been etting
glong on tha very best of terms with the 1@;1@ ature, ., .

» « I regret exceedingly that this artiel
shoula have asppeared in our paper,14

To James F, Edwards, Ponce, Puerto Rico, Ferguson
wrote that he would like very much for him to send some

articles about Puerte Rico for nublication in the Republican.

These, the editor belleved, would be widely read among the
subscribere in gouthern Kensas, among those who would be

acquainted with Wdwards. The Renublican'e subscrintion list

in that part of Kansas was impressive.

At the time he requested the nameplate of the Watonga

143Letter from Thompson B, Ferguson to v, C.
Rodecker, Watonga, February 2L L9000,
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Dally Dlspatech be changed to Daily Reoublican, Werguson
announced that he was sending an article to be used with
the first issue under the new name., Rusiness in Rlaine
County forced Ferguson to discontinue publication of the
dally. He stated that had he and Mrs. Ferguson been living
at Watonga he believed thev could hsve made s g0 of the
paper. He announced that he planned to resume publicstion
when he retired from office, but". . . it could not be done
where we had to pay for all our help, both on the outside
and in the office, 144

When the Guthrie N¥ational Rank closed in April,
1904, Ferguson hed discuseed plans with Rodecker econcerning
the immediate rurchase of a new press. The failure of the
bank with aprroximately $1,200 in the Ferguson account
brought a change in plans. The governor wrote his mansger
that he dild not feel able to buy new equipment after his

financial loss.,

Ferguson's Place in the Fourth Fsiate

Ferguson's relations with his fellow fourth sstéte
brothers were not zll colored with barbed remarks and verbal
blows, Although these literary bouts betwsen the editors
of varlous newspapers sztand out as charscteristic of the
period, Ferguson did get along very well with his newe-

paper contemporaries,

l44Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to w. L. Baldridge,
Watonga, August 10, 1903.
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A new editor to the field of Journalism was

welcomed with an editorisl in the Watonga Republican:

The Obgerver, by ©. ®. Brown, the champion of the
"young democracy," reached our exchange table last
week., The Observer is a bright vigorous paper, with
horridly bad voliticsg. We Judge Brown, the editor,
to be an able young man who has probably gone wrong
politically and become a Democrat. People do that
way eometimes. We wish the Observer succesg
finanecially, and all kinds of calamities politically.145
In welcoming RTdgar M. Sweet, Meeker, to the fourth
estate, Ferguson wrote that "the press 1s the greatest of
all agencies in building up a commonwealth. T consider
that Oklahoma's greatness ls in a large measure due %o
the ability and energy displayed by her public presa, w146
Shortly after he took over administrative affairs
in Guthrie, Ferguson wrote his brother-in-law, John w.
Shartel, Oklshoma City attorney, requesting him to examine

an article printed by the Daily Oklshoman and to offer his

advice as to bringing a 1libel sult against the publishers
of_that newspaper. Ferguson called the article 2 "scurrilous,
slanderous article" which charged that he had "entered into

a deal with Ex-Attorney-General Strang and the present
attorney general, J. C. Rebberts," through which people
interested in townsites were to be robbed. The article

stated that "a certain per cent of the blood money is to go

.

145ups, Tom B, Perguson, They Carried the Torch, p.l1l086.
1481etter from Thompson B, Ferguson to Tdgsr M.

Sweet, Meeker, September 21, 1903,
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to Attorney-General Strang, Attorney-Robberts" and the
governor.147 The chief executive of the territory called
the accusation "wholly false, wholly unwarranted®148 ana
one which the publisher knew was false at the time he
published it. On the same day Ferguson wrote hie attorney,
April 12, 1802, he recuested Judze Warren Brown, Lawton, to
write a letter to the attorney in Oklahoma City who was
reported to have given "out that libelous article to the
Oklahoman®,149 notifying him "that in all probability
his services will be needed in court". The red-headed
hewspaper editor intended to leave no stone unturned to
right the wrong which had been made againet citizens who
were interested in townsites in the territor&. He believed
that the article had been written for malicious purposes,
and he intended to carry out a libel suit againgt the
Oklshoman,

Several days later, the governor wrote that he
would glve the "Oklshoman an opportunity to prove its
charges in court!:150

It is needless to add that the charges are

false and libelous, and that the writer of the

Oklahoman knew that he was publishing a deliberste
falsehood when the article went to his paper.l

147Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to John w.
Shartel, Oklahoma City, April 12; 1908,
4871bi4, -

149 etter from Thompson B, Ferguson to Judge Varren
Brown, Lgwton, April 16, 1902,
150Letter from Thompson B, Ferguson to M.T.. Turner,
Oklahoma City, April 18, 1902.
511big.
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#ﬂrguaam had 1&1%&&%@@ stepe in & 1libel esult, but he dropped

the ease when the Oklahomsn printed & retraction of the

article,

Governer Ferguson reallzed the power of the press,
and he tried to keep amisble relstions batween himself and
:%hﬁ editors of his territory. Ferguson was a NeWApADeYnan
he wae » member of the Republicsn porty as well, sc he was
always happy %0 welooms sn andditionsl Pevublican editor
to the land, vwhen a Republicsn publlcation was installed
at Alve, Perguson wes overjoyed, He expressed his
‘thoughte to Dennis Flynn:

« + » I Bugpested to Judge Museller thie

morning that he at least divide the land office
patronage with 1t. The Alve Courler, published

y Ross at that place, 1o simply snti-organization,
is not a friend of yours, and, as you may remenber
it passed a high complinment on governor Sarnes!
attack on the organization,

It hardly peys to feed an enemy slmoly to make
him strong encugh to continue the fight., 1 belleve
if you will drop a hint of this kind to Judge
Huseiler, that he would glve the. new paper the
patronage of tggﬁlﬁmi of fiee, at least a reasonable
portion of ig.49<

It was during this perlod that the publication of
Final proof notices from lend offices brought prosperity
to wegtern newspapers, Among them was Ferguson's Republican,
which contained eighty-four such notices in 1ts Januery
24, 1901, lesve. These notices wers published for gix

ipsues at & fee Sotallng spproximstely elght dollars each,

o 1521 6tter from Thompson B, Ferguson to Dennls T,
Flynn, v¥ashington, D.C., June 10, 1907,
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For this reason newspaper editors clamored for such
advertisements. They appealed to the governor for use of
his influence on county Judges throughout the territory.

Omer K. Benedict, Hobart Republican editor, com-~

plained to the governor that his paper was not getting all
the final proof notices to which it wae entitled. This
editor wrote that a large number of small publications
within the county were receiving the notices. He enlisted
the governor's aid in seeing that this form of revenue

went to the Hobart Republican. Ferguson described this

sltuation in a message to Thomas Reld, El Reno:

It is very important that we have a good
republican paper in Xiowa County. . . . Mr.
Benediect'e paper 1s established and it should
have all the support that can possibly_ be given
it from the republicen administration,ldd

This message from the governor was deslgned to "call
attention" to the situation. Reid assured the chiefl
executive that he would "put forth every effort to sustain

the News-Republican' at Hobart, 154

Ferguson was willing to direct as much business
toward the Republican press as possible, but he also believed
that these papers hsd a duty and a responsibility that went

hand-in-hand with governmental printing. His idea on this

153Letter from Thompeon B. Ferguson to Thomas Reid,
El Reno, November 23, 1903. :

1541114, , movember 30, 1003.
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subject wae discussed in a letter to W. L. Baldridge
February 29, 1904;

Machine politics and corrupt government go
hand in hand. It seems to me that the republican
papers of the Territory should take this matter
up and educate the people along this line, and
Tirmly but in a dignified manner protest against
anything that has a tendency towards machine
politics, :

Yet in another message Ferguson stated that the newspaper-

man who eriticizes the action of a governor in certain
respects "would imitate the executive if placed in his
position, 155

While the governor did not force certain government-

all agencies to place thelr official notices or Jjob work
with particular newspapers in the territory, he did let

them know his desires and dig not hesitate to tell them

what he would do in similar circumstances, He continually

repeated his belief that 1t wae a folly to feed the enemy
press and make it powerful enough to continue a fight.
a note to Professor T. ¥W. Conway, Alva, July 11, 1902,
Ferguson wrote:

By the way, Professor, with whom have you made
the contract for printing the catalogues this year?
1t should not be given to any of those papers that
put in the time last year fighting the Board of
Regents. It is immaterial to me where it goes, but
above 21l it should not g0 to the Alva Pioneer.
Before this matter is over it may be that some of
those fellows will find thet they were lasst winter
handling a sword that had two edges.

1551 et ter from Thompson B, Ferguson to M, L. Turner,

? 3

Cklahoms City, March 31, 1804,
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The clerk of the district court at Watonga received
a letter from the governor of the territory. Dated March
12, 1903, the message revealed th&t Ferguson was concerned
over a deputy's giving printing to the Dispateh, a paper
which had fought the Republican ticket of Blailne County
gince its first issue:

While I belleve that the Watongs Republican

le entitled to the patronage, yet if it should

go elsewhere I think that 1% should go to some
republican paper in the county. It seems to me

that it is = bad poliecy to feed papers which

slmply live to fight the party. I know that

you would not for a moment allow patronage to

be given to a paper of that kind, and probably in
glving 1t to Mr. Moore never took into considerstion
the attitude of the paper towards the party in

the county.

When the Guthrie Capital printed = long statement
forecasting policies of the territorial graln inspector and
of the governor, the chief executive grew angry. The
write-up was the result of an interview between the
reporter and J. B. Thoburn, sn interview which had been
granted with the "understanding that nothing should be
published, "186 The same writer of thls prediction had
stated in another article that John Holt, applicant for
bookkeeper in the school land office, had recelved the
appointment. Holt had been working on leases in the land

office on a temporary basis. These stories about his

156 etter from Thompson B, Férgusom to Frank H.
Greer, Guthrie, January 8, 1904,
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permanent appointment drew sharp criticism from Governor
Ferguson, who wrote Frank Greer about the matter:

Your correspondent is simply anxious to get
a 'scoop!' on some one, and in order to do so he
g8ays many ridiculous things in regard to what
the administration is presumed to do., Of course
people whe understand the ways of the newspaper,
pay no attention to these things, but the masses
of the people believe that coming from a republi-
can newspaper there must be something in them,

It has reached this point with me -- that T
am afraid to even give your correspondent a hews
item for fear that he will &istery it and try to
utilize it in a way of a 'scoop' or in the way
of & forecast of some policy of the office. There
are many thinge of a news character that could be
glven out, but I am afraid to give him any on
this account, and I thought 1t best to call your
attentlon to it. It has been my policy asll along,
and I have instructed the other officers, to
consider the Capital first in these matters, but
I cannot do this until there is sgome understanding
that 1t will be given as straight news matter, and
that your correspondent will not try to forecast
a policy or place the various officere in the
attitude of doing meny ridiculous things which have
never been thought of,l97

As 2 Republican and as a newspsperman, Governor
Ferguson was consulted frequently by members of the fourth-
estate in a perlod when the politice of a paper could
mean money in the treasury or it could mean & financial
- struggle. Ferguson answered a letter from R. V. Hemphill,
editor of the Custer County Clarion, concerning competition
with the Arapahoe Bee. The governor desired that the two
papers consolidate in some manner:

I have seen the condition of thinges in Oklahoma

187Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to Frank i.
Greer, Guthrile, January 8, 1904.
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from the beginning, and never yet have I known
two republican papers to succeed in a country
town, The "survival of the fittest! of course
holds good, but while the war for sugremacy is
going on the party is the sufferer,l98
Throughout his administration Covernor Ferguson
malntained an intercst in the welfare of the newspapers
in general. Protecting the newspaper as 2 medium of
advertising, he wrote Professor Richard Thatcher, Edmond,
in 1902;
I know that there is no kind of advertisement
as effective as the advertisement made through
the columns of a newspsaper,l59
Ferguson's attitude toward the appointment of
newspapermen was expressed in a letter he wrote to
Benedict, the Hobart editor:
+ » « 1f I were to make any recommendations
for any town in the Territory I would recommend
the newspaperman every time. I believe they are
entitled to it, belleving that it ig =2 good poliecy
to do so and to maintain and build up a good
Republican paper wherever it is poseible to do go.160
The governor believed this, but he was not willing to
appoint a newspaperman who dld not have the qualifications
necesgary to carry out the dutieg of the position for which
the recommendation was made. Wrlting to T. B. Wright,
Lawton, who had applied for an appointment, Ferguson ssaid:

« « » while I very much sympathize with

158Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to R. W.
Hemphill, Arapahoe, January 13, 1904,

169, etter from Thompson B. Ferguson to Professor
Richard Thatcher, Edmond, November 28, 1902,

180Letter from Thoumpson B. Ferguson to Omer X.
Benedict, Hobart, November 6, 1903,
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Hewspaper men, and am always glad when they get
positions, yet in this case, I cannot help you,

Upon learning that E. E. Brown, newspaperman of Oklshoma
City, had fileda application for appointment asg postmaster
at that place, Ferguson wrote to Dennis T. Flynn, delegate
to congress, in the interests of Brown's appointment;
Mr. Brown has had a long struggle in Oklahoma
City with his newspaper, fighting against great
odds, struggling to maintain = republican paper
28 well as to maintain the principles of the party
whose cause he advocates., A post office 1g a
bretiy good thing to have in connection with a
printing office, and I heartily recommend ¥r.
Brown for appointment as post master, 161
Flles of Ferguson's letters written while he was
. governor show that he frequently recommended the appoint-
ment of newspapermen to varlous offices. Typical of these
is the letter written in 1902 in favor of Thomas P. Fry
for the position of clerk of the United States court, Fry
was editor of the Sapulpa News. The governor wrote:
Having known Mr. Fry for several years and
knowing him te be & msn in every way capable %o
fill the position to which he asplres, I give him
my unqgualified endorgement,l62
These appointments and recommendations were not
limited to those members of the fourth estate who edited
or published newspapers advocating Republican policies.

On June 9, 1902, Governor Ferguson appointed Otto Bekemeyer,

16lLetter from Thompson B. Ferguson to Dennis P,
Flynn, Washington, D.C., November 28, 1902,

162Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson addressed
“To Whom it May Coneern," June 27, 1902.
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"a staunch democrstic newspaperman in the Territory"'163
as a member of the redistricting board. Appointments and
recommendations brought complaints to the office of the
governor. Discussing these "kicks and kickers! with
Flynn, Ferguson wrote that he hzd been in political scraps
in the newspaper business so long that it was difficult
for him %o remain quiet and not strike in return:
I presume the dignity of the office prevents
8 governor from following the Mosalce dispensation --
"an eye for an eye and a tooth for g tooth;" yet
I wlll gay that it is very embarrassing to be
placed 1in that position. That is one reason why
I never had an inclination to hold s public office,
I like the newspaper Tleld where one is at liberty
to do as he can and say what he pleases.
While he was chief executive of the territory,

the editor of the Watonga Republican aleo took an interest

in recommending newspapermen to other editors and publishers
throughout the territory. In the interest of a job for &
teacher at Wentworth Military Academy who desired to enter
the newspaper Tield, Ferguson wrote Vietor Murdock, Wichita,
Kansas, concerning s position for the man on the Wichita

Eagle:

It 1s not often that men are presumed to make
recommendations in the business affsirs of others,
but as a certain license is sgaid to exist between
newspaper men, we take the liberty to make a
recommendation to fill the vacancy on the Eagle

1631 etter from Thompson B. Ferguson to Paul Nesbitt,
Watonga, June 9, 1902,

18416t ter from Thompson B. Ferguson to Dennis T.
Flynn, Washington, D.C., June 23, 1902,
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which we understand will exist at Guthrie in
the not distant future. ,

It is reported here that Mr. Boyle will g0
to Washington and that his connection with the
Bagle as correspondent will terminate, for a
time at least. If you make = selection from
Oklahoma to fill that vacancy, we hope that Capt.
Barnhart, who is now identified with the Territory,
wlll be considered among the applicants. Capt.
Barnhart is a young man of splendid ability,
having for three years past been s teacher in
English in the Wentworth Military Academy at
Lexington, Mo, He hag a desire to enter the
field of journalism and, as we belleve, possesses
the requisite newspaper instincts to make him
a useful man in his chosen fileld. He gave up the
teacher's profession to ldentify himeelf with
newspaper work, and as he seems to be very
enthusiastic and anxious to ldentify himself with
Oklshoma journalism, in our Judgment, he would
make & succese and be s useful worker for the
Fagle throughout the Territory,l65

Ag a member of the Republican central committee
for ten years, Ferguson had lesrned the inside of politics,
and he had & deep understanding for the inner workings of
government. He knew that "much depends upon the press
in promoting an sctive public sentimentnl66 in any proposal,
Speaking specifically of lobbying, Governor Ferguson wrote
the following;

The newspapers of the country are the directors

of publiec sentiment and if they will take this matter
up they can make 'boodling' and wrong-doing in public
affalrs practically an impossibility, 167

Ferguson paid keen attention to the attitudes of

the press during his administration. The number of eclippings

165Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to Vietor Murdock,
Wlchita, Kansas, June 18, 1803,
SLetter from Thompson B, Ferguson to Lew Headley,
editor of the Poneas City Courier, January 5, 1904.

1671p14,
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coming into his office was large, yet he sent letters of
appreclation for those which expressed comment favorszble
to the governor personally or on the way in which he
directed affairs of state:

The newspapers have done more toward building
Oklahome and making her what she is today than has
been accomplished by any other agency.lﬁg

Remembrances of his own battle against sin and

vice in Watonga and Blaine County probably prompted
Governor Ferguson to write ¥W. L. Baldridge, member of the
Arapahoe Bee staff, in commendation for that publication's
stand against lawlessness ana immorslity:

Whille it is often alleged that a newspaperman
hurte himgelf by fighting for what is right and
Tighting againet intemperance and violatione of
the law, yet in the long run he always wing, 169

As the end of his administration approached and

rumors begasn to infiltrate the press that Ferguson would
not be reappointed, Ferguson began to look forward to
returning to his Watonga newspaper. His letters at

the end of his term show this attitude. To one man who
expressed a desire to re-enter the journalistic field in
the territory, the sixth territorisl executive wrote;

I do not think that any man who hss once been

in the newspaper work and thoroughly initiated
can ever be satisfled in any other line of work,170

168Letter from Thompson B, Ferguson to Mrs. Anna
LaRue Brooks, Shattuck, September 4, 1905,

169 etter from Thompson B. Ferguson to W. L.
Baldridge, Arapahoe Bee, October 29, 1303.

170 Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to H.
Buckingham, Lawton, September 2, 18065,



| CHAPTER II
ELVA U, SHARTEL FERGUSON

Ploneering along with her husband was Tlva .
Shartel Ferguson, who became noteworthy as an author,
newspaperwoman, mother, politician, and club woman.
Selected in May, 1946, as the outstanding Oklahoma mother
by the American Mothers Committee of the Golden Rule
Foundation, New York, Mrs. Ferguson was the mother of five
‘children, only two of whom survived infasncy. Besides
helping her husband estsblish the newspsaper at Watonga,
Mrg., Ferguson acted as assistant editor and reporter on the
publication., she took time off from her cooking for the
family, msnaging the household affairs, and sewing to get
type and feed the hand preses which ground out the first

igsues of the Watonga Republican. For 37 years she was

active in the jJournalistic field in the gtate, not only in

her work on the Republican, and in the writing of newspaper

and magazine features, but also in penning a book, They

Carried the Torch, story of Oklahoma's ploneer newspapermen,
Born April 6, 1869, at Novelty, Missouri, Rlvs
‘Bhartel was the daughter of David E. and Mary Jane Wiley

Shartel, Her father was a native of Pennsylvaenia who moved

80
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to Knox County, Missourl, where he was superintendent of
gschools. A member of the Republican party, he was in the
' Union army during the Civil Var.
Elva Shartel Ferguson received her education in
the public schoolg of Novelty.

Bdith Johnson, Daily Oklahoman columnist, paid

tribute to Mrs. Ferguson in the introduction to They
Carried the Toreh:

Not only did she drive into the territory in a
wagon, a baby on her lap and a small boy at her side -~
no true ploneer arrived in a Pullmen car -- not only
did she struggle with primitive living conditionse,
and all of the phyeical discomforts encountered by
early settlers, but she ploneered in the newspaper
Tleld. - If a newspaperwomsn was regarded 20 years
later by her editor as a necegsary evil, a reporter
even 1in an emergency he hated to send out into the
rain, what must have been the attitude of the newg-—
paper fraternity when Mrs. Ferguson set about helning
her husband edit snd publish the Watonga Republican,
established in October, 1892, one of the first
Journals in Western Oklahoma.

Mre. Ferguson has achleved immortality in Okla-
homa, a8 a pioneer newspaper woman, as the wife of
one of Oklashoma's first governors and great citizens,
a8 the mother of & soldler who gave his life in the
Great War and of another son, brilliant writer,
edltor, speaker, business man and banker, Walter
Ferguson, who passed away a year ago (1938). she
has achleved national and international Tame, like-
wigse in the character of Zabra Cravat, the heroine
of Edna Ferber's great novel of ploneer Oklahoma,
"Clmarron." We read of her on printed pages, We
have seen her re-crested on the screen., TIf the rest
of the world does not know her as we know her it does
know her as the picturesque Sabra. If, with all of
her gentle, womanly charm, one word better than all
others describes lrs. Ferguson, it is "stalwart.®
Small in stature, -yet stalwart she was, a young wife
and mother, coming into a country in the day of
muddy streets and a saloon on every corner. Stalwart
in the role of her husband's mate and partner; in her
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eagerness at all times to stand shoulder to shoulder
with him for what they believed to be right. Stalwart
she stlll stands in lose and sorrow, her husband and
her sons having preceded her, treveling to that bourﬁe
from which they may not return. And then, they may.

While her husband wae away from the office of the

| Watonga Republican in the line of political dutles in 1900,

'Mre. Ferguson wrote editorials, set type, and managed the
' publication. On the first of these occasiona, Mre,
Ferguson apologized for the contentsz of the paper with

| the explanstion that the Republican wes in the hands of

‘the Junior editor. 8She later stated that, in her own
 viewpolnt, the paper d1d not suffer in ite editorisl
. columns, When Ferguson left for the conference with
President Roosevelt concerning the appointment as governor,
' he left the management of the paper to hie wife. She
wrote enother apology similar to the one she hsd written
| ‘earller:;

If the REPUBLICAN ig not quite up to the standard
thls week, please remember that 1t iz in the hands
of the junlor editor and the "devil,"2

It was Mrs. Ferguson who wired the president of
the United States that her husband would accept the appoint-
ment as governor of Okleshome Territory, and it wae she who
made him don a dress sult when affalre of state called for

Tormal attire, It was Mrs. Ferguson who took over the

governor's office when her husband was 111, and it was she

lzaith Johneson, introduction to They Carried the
Ak, Bo. 9, 1808, 200 il
2Watonga Republican, December 5, 1901,
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who answered letters those several days. "Governor
Ferguson, being unable to attend to the duties of his
|office today, has instructed me to write . . . " she wrote
for her husband and signed her own name to these letters. S
| Governor Ferguson had a great deal of faith in his
wife's abllity at menagement. Fvidence of this is found
fin the files of hie letters written while he was in Guthrie;
%Typical of these is the note written to Harrieson Brown,
fWatang&, November 7, 1502
« « » %ell Mr. Rodecker that we can arrange for
him to take a rest for a time and Mrs. Ferguson can
make arrangements to stay awhile and edit the paper. 4

(Again in 1904 she took over publicstion of the Republican

to enable the manager to visit the 8t. Louils World's Fair.
| During the four years that her husband was at the
1head of territorial government, Vrg., Ferguson wrote state
capitel notes and news about political affairs for the

Republican., When Ferguson's term exnired and the couple

left Guthrie to live agaln in Watonga, the former first
lady devoted her time to the newspaper and to writing
feature articles for magazines,

Mre., Ferguson took over her husband'e duties in the
Wwatonga post office when he resigned becsuse dutlee in the

office interfered with his political activities. Wwhen

SLetter by Elva U. Ferguson, June 30, 1902.
4Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to Harrison Brown,
‘Watonga, November 7, 1902,
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Ferguscn received his appointment as governor, Mrs, Fergu~
son resligned her pogtsal position, but when the couple
returned to Watonga in 1908 she assumed her dutles as post-
mistress and served in this capaclity during President
Taft's sdministration.
| Mrs. Ferguson had taken over practically all duties

in running the Republican when her husband's health began

to fall early in 1921, Upon the death of Ferguson, the
jfcrmer first lady took over complete control of the pub-~
lication.

In February, 1921, following the death of the former
 governor, Mrs. Ferguson wrote:

Many lnguiries have come to me gince the death
of my husbend, Fx-Governor Ferguson, in regard to
the future of this paper., I will continue the
publication and work of the paper to the best of
my abllity and endeavor to print as readsble = paper
a8 heretofore. The Republican will continue to work
for the best interests of Watonge and Blaine County,
always ready to boost for the best snd condemn the
wrong in public affairs.

+ « « The conduct of the paper is not new to me
and T shall personally manage and edit the Watonga
Republican,®

In 1930 she sold the paper to Gould Moore and Charles
O. Frye of Sallisaw, At the time the transaction wes com-

pleted, the Republican was the oldect paper in Cklahoma

under the same maenagement since its establishment. Concern-

ing her work on the paper, Mrs. Ferguson noted:

9Ken Martin, A Brief History of the Watonga Republi-
can (Unpublished term paper, School of Journalism, University
of Oklghoms, 1949)
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I feel a great deal of satisfaction in the part

the paper has had in helping to build a state from

. raw material. Also from a finsncial standpoint our
country weekly has been a succesg, and I always have
believed 1t was because we gave it our close personal
attention in a business way and kept it abgolutely
free from debt.Tt never ha% a mortgage upon it and
never will while I own it. L !

The names of Mr. and Mrs. T. B. Ferguson as publishers

of the Republican were first listed that way in the issue

dated September 13, 1900. Prior to that time Mr. Ferguson
had been listed as the sole owner and nublisher, From 1900

on, lrs. Ferguson's activities on the Republican staff

lneressed in importance, In 1914 she became the editor of
a society pege which was filled with social notes and loeal
items. This page contained a banner head, "Local News,
Personals, Soclal Organizations and Observations." In June
of that year Mrs. Ferguson added a slgned column, "Just
temarks," to her page and listed her phone number.

When Ferguson's name was listed as one of those men
being considered for appointment to the governorship of
Oklshoma Territory, the Watongs editor drew some sharp
criticlism. Along with his name in these items wae that of
his wife., The Guthrie Leader stated that the editor was
getting credit for writing and editing the §aper which was

actually put out by a woman.? In the gtory sbout the

Ggooner State Prees, April 21, 1923, p.1.
“Guthrie Leader, November 30, 1901.
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inauguration of Ferguson as governor, the Oklshoms State

Capital carried the following note about the new first
lady:

Hrs., Ferguson, ae assistant editor of the
Republican, is also looked upon as a member of the
"press gang" and she was also sought out yesterday
by the newspaper men. 8She 1g just the woman to
make an able helpmate to such a man as Tom Ferguson
in the governor's chair. Intelligent, capable,
businesslike, yet womanly to the last degree and
accomplished in agll things, she will become a
strong favorite smong the ladies of the capltal
city and of the territory.8

Vre. Ferguson did not limit her asctivities to those
concerned with metherhood snd with the publishing business.
she was a political power in Republican circles as was her
| husband. In 1924 she was nemed delegate from the sixth
Oklahoma district to the Republican national convention
'held in Cleveland, Ohio. Mrs. Ferguson was chairman of
‘the state delegation to this assembly. Two years later
ghe represented Oklshoma at the Sesquicentennial in
‘Philadelphla, where she held a position on the executive
comuittes,

When the Alfred E. Smith and Herbert ¢. Hoover
factions divided the Republican forces in Oklzhoma, Wrs.
Ferguson served as vice chairman of the Republican party
in the state, a position she held from 1928 to 1932, From
political headquarters in Oklahoms City, Mrs. Ferguson

helped manage the cambaign of Hoover. During her absence

— Boklehoms Stete Capital, Deeember 10, 1901.
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from the Republican office, Mrs. Ferguson left Dora

Shertel in charge of the publication, Of Dora Shartel,
. Mrs. Ferguson once wrote:

She was the most accurate compositor we ever
had in the office, setting up by hand galley after
galley without a mistake, unless the word secretary
appeared in the copy. gShe never could learn to
spell that word correctly and T doubt if che sver
has yet,Y

Mrs. Ferguson was a member of Theta Slgme Phi,
 Journalistic fraternity for women, the Watonga Chamber
' of Commerce, and the Order of Eastern Star. She was
representative of the Watonga Culture Club at the first
annual meeting of Oklahoma Women's Federated Clubs in
' Norman. From 1928 until her death, Mrs. Perguson wae

listed as Who's Who in America. She took an active part

In the Oklashoms Historicsl Soelety. 1In 1933 the Oklahoms
Memorlal Associstion named her to the state's Hall of
Fame,

The present owner of the Watonga Republican,

Gerald Curtin, says that ¥Mrs. Ferguson "gensed the little
things in the community -- which are really the big things. 10

After Mrs. Perguson sold the Watonga Republican,

she devoted her time to writing feature articles. she
wrote a series of articles entitled "The Story of Qklahoma

Ploneer Newspapers" which appeared in the Sunday editions

. 9vrs. Tom B. Ferguson, They Carried the Torch, p. 97.
| 10gen Martin, A Brief History of The Watonga Republi-
Loan,. p. 55, : — , : » !




of the Delly Oklshoman in September, October, November,

and December, 1932. Her book, They Carried the Torch,

igeued in 1837 by Burton Publishing Company, Kansas City,
Hiseourl, was beaged on the series whigh sppeared in the

Delly Oklahoman, With i1llustrations drawn by her grandson,

Benton Ferguson, this story of Oklahoma's ploneer news-
papers wae dedleated to the memory of her son, Yalter
Ferguson, who died in 1938,

Regarded by meny as "the first lady of Oklahoma
nawapapar&am,”ll Hrs, Ferguson acted se technical sdviger
for the ploneer print shop scenes in REO's motlon giatara,i

Cimarron, teken from the novel by Bdna Ferber, which was

based on ¥rs, Ferguson's life,

When asked whether she would advise & modern girl
te enter the profession to which she had devoted her sntire
1ife, Mra., Ferguson replied:

Yes, 1%t ig to my mind the profession, especially
sultable for women, and time has proven thet ser 1s
ne barrier here, I should say that & cense of humor
and the abllity to see both sides of any croposition
are of the utmoet importance for her success, T
found these two things valuable and they helped me
over many rough spots during my years as editor of
my own newgpaper. There 1ls no kind of work so
thrilling -~ something different each day,
Opportunities for advancements are many, new worlde
to concuer, HNew gtars in the heaveng for the
ambitious girl,

« » «» 1 know of no other state In the Union where
such a large number of newspapsrs are published by

llyary Heys Marable and Flaine Boylan, A Handbook
homs Writers, p. 157, &
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women as is our Oklahoma, and I hope that, a&s the
time passes, more women will operate papers of their
own., There ils a gatisfaction in it that I can not
describe, Fourteen years ago I was faced with two
alternatives, selling at a sacrifice the paper which
I had asslsted my husband in building up, or to go
on with 1t alone. . . . I have never ceased to be
thankful that T did not take their (my closest
relatives! and friends') advice and that I decided
to go on.,-

A bright future for Oklzhoms journalism was fore-
| Been by Mrs., Ferguson. Her ideas on this subject were
' written in 1935, in these words:

Cklshoma, within the past few years, has produced
many newspaper men and women of distinction. Many
who are making good on the country paper, which 1is
after all a training school for larger fields,

Scores of writers with talent started in that school
and many are still doing the work of the country
newspaper, for instance, Willism Allen White of
Kansas, a national character. ¥Nany I might add,
news writers and suthors, are coming into thelr own
in Oklahoma.ld

At the age of 77 years, Mrs. Tom B. Ferguson
died December 18, 1947, at the Vatonga Hospital following
- an illness of approximately‘six weeks. Funersl services

were held at the Methodist Church, Watonga.

12sooner State Press, December 13, 1935,
131bia. : '



CHAPTER III
WALTER SCOTT FERGUSON

e In Walter Scott Ferguson, son of Thompson B, snd
Elva U. Shartel Ferguson, Oklshoma had a notable second-
| generaticn journalist. Born March 28, 1£86, 1in Wauneta,
Kansas, he came with his parents in a covered wagon to
Watonga. His youth was spent in the out~of-doors Rlaine

- County and in the printing office of the Watonga Republican,

] where he gained his first newspaper experlence and where
the love of printer's ink and newsprint was instilled in
him, Here he "inked the rollers, swept the shop floor,
carried in wood and water, built fires, pled the forms
and pumped the press until he acquired'the technique?l of
& publisher. Then he began to write articles for the paper,
This story is told about his first pilece of copy:
that he handed a story to his father, watched the gentleman
read 1t, then walk over to the stove, where he deposited
the sheets on the fire,.
"How come?" questioned the boy. His father is

reported to have anawered that he had no asbestos paper on

loolonel Clarence B. Douglas, "Walter Ferguson
Blazed the Trall of Goed Will, Yet He Never Forgot Smell of
. Printer's Ink,{‘Dai;y Oklahcman, March 15, 19386,
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which tarprint the fortheoming lssue of the Republican,

and thet he could not use the contribution.

"Cool off a little, sit down and meditate, leave
out the wisecracks and come back, write ag If you were
- talking to the'person,“ Thompson B. Ferguson adviged. He
| suggested that the aspliring jJournalist pretend that the
| person to whom he wrote the materisl wae larger than him-
| self, and "if I printed that stuff, I would have to get
a new boy to take your place.“g

After he was graduated from Wsntworth Military
Academy, Lexington, Mlssouri, Walter Ferguson recelved an
appointment to the Umiied Btates Naval Academy at Annapolis
by Delegate Bird 8. McGuire. Ferguson dld not asccept the
- appointment, but went to work regularly on the Guthrie

‘Dally Capltal, a publicatlon on which he had been emnloyed

during hle summer vacation in 1202. While working on
thie publication he dlspatched copy to the Watonga Republi-
can. Instructions for the publishing of this copy were
written by the governor tc Rodecker, then menaging editor
of the Watonga paper. Governor Ferguson granted the
managing edltor permission to edit Walter's articles when
1t seemed necessary:

He sometlmes takes 2 notion to write some one

up, and uses & little more vigor than digcretion,
and in all such cases uge your own judgment as to
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whether or not it should find 1ts way into the paper.d
The masthead of the Republican of 1904 listed

Walter as associate editor, and since he was doing most of
the editorial work on that publication, his articles were
signed with his initials, W,8.F. Concerning wWalter's work
a8 correspondent for the several papers at this time,
Thompson B, Ferguson wrote Clyde H. Knox, Sedan, XKansas:

It is true that Walter has been corresponding for
several papers, and among them one or two democratic
papers. I know nothing about what he sende out and
pay ne attention to his work, ss it ig & metter be~
tween the editor of the paper and himself, No effort
has ever been made by Mr. VecGulre or any other republi-
can to have this correspondence stopped., . ., . when
Walter commenced corresponding for certain papers
they (corresponéents) evidently thought that he wes &
little too alert in getting the news, and inaugurated
2 move to compel him to stop work as correspondent.
fome of them submitted this matter to me, and I told
them that it was s free country and that anyone had a
right to correspond for a newspaper, provided its
editor wanted his services.

Walter lef't the Guthrie paper and returned to school,
- golng to the University of Oklahoma, Hormen, where he was
inltlated in Kappa Alpha, national social Traternity, the
firet man to be initiated into » Greek-letter orgénization
in Oklahoma.® While still in school, he did s considerable
volume of space-rate writing. He organized what he callegd

the first news bureau at the university and represented

SLetter from Thompson B, Ferguson to %.(C. Rodecker,
Watonga, September 12, 1903. ‘

4Letter from Thompson B. Ferguson to Clyde H, Knox,
Sedan, Xansas, August 1, 1904,

| Charles F. Barrett, Oklshoma After 50 Years (The
~Historical Record Assoelation; Oklahoma Ctty, 1841y, p. 550,
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several newspapers through this unit. He did not receive
a degree from the university, however, but entered the
newspaper field again,
While his father wag in the governor's chair,

Walter Ferguson established a political column, "Over the
Teacups," which appeared in the Shawnee Herald, owned and
edlted by Charles F. Barrett., He described his work thus;

+ « o Iy column in the Shawnee paper carried a
lot of gossip and personaslity sketches., Barrett

wag immensely impressed and featured me 1in the paper
far beyond my deserts. I thought 1t was my literary
abllity, but this underlying fact was that my father
was governor at this time, and 1t gave a little more
slgniflcance to the gossip than otherwise. In those
days & scoop meant gsomething, and I was frequently
able to pull off something in the Shawnee Herald
that the Oklahoma City and Cuthrie rapers did not
get. I was sccused of getting my political gossip
'over the teascups' by some other correspondentes who
were furnlshing alibie to their managing editors.
Barrett, whom I regard as one of the most capable
newspapermen ever operating in Oklahoma, selzed the
opportunity and placed a stereotyped heading over

my column, "Over the Teacups." It gave me gome

very wide notoriety, as I was both tender in years
and experience when I accumulated this early fame.®

When Walter Ferguson left the Unlversity of Okla-

home to go to work on the Guthrie Dally Leader, he obtained

a significant position:

« « « the most important and most interesting
thing in a newspaper way that has ever fallen to
the lot of any reporter within the state. The
congstitutional convention was assembling in the old
Caplital, the new state was being born, the new

Sgooner State Press, April 21, 1954, p. 3.
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leaders were being created, and the Guthrie Dally
Leader was the officilal paper of the convention.
Leslle Niblack, with whom all of my work had always
been in direct competition on the old Guthrie Capitél,
asked me if I would take over the job of reporting.

Ferguson took the assignment with enthusiasm. He
attended the majority of the committee meetings and did
not miss a session of the convention itself. During the
- conventlon he corresponded for the Assgociated Press:®

However, my efforts were pretty much confined to
the Guthrle Leader, and I have seen that paper go
to press in the afternoon with from five to eight
columns of stuff I had written. Nowadays a reporter
who gets half a column in a 'tight' paper is doing
a good Jjob, but I worked for the love of the thing,
and have alweys appreclated the oprortunity that
Niblack gave me to get identified and acquainted
with the new state.9

Following the adjournment of the constitutional
- convention, Ferguson returned to work for the Guthrie
Capltal, which sent him throughout the Oklahoma and Indian
. territories as correspondent. In thie capacity he
- witnessed the union of the two separate bar associations,
the two press assoclations, the two educational groups,
and the two medical assoclations. He wrote:
I attended most of the statehood conventions
and practically all of the political conventions.
Greer always gave me a free hand, and seemed to

prefer the kind of work I preferred tc do --
personalities.10

With hls storlies of conventions and meetings,

71bid.

8Tbiad.

9Tbid.
107H1a,
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Ferguson usually submitted several columns of personality
sketches about the men who were taking the lead in these
activitles and about those who promised to come to the
foreground in the new state. He always presented the
human-interest angle in his articles. During the lest six
monthe of the first legislature of Oklahoma, Ferguson was
reading clerk and served at night as telegraph editor of
the Guthrie Capltal, which he called "the most colorful
publication ever produced in Oklshoma,®ll While clerk
of the legislature, Ferguson, with Sam Applegar, secretary
to William H. Murray, then speaker of the house, orgenized
- a mythical military army called "The Chickasaw Squirrel
Rifles" in the Crazy Snake War, Ferguson's clever report,
in which he listed 3,500 commissioned officers and no
privates, was a take-off on the army.

At varlous times Ferguson worked on the El Reno

American and was later offered work on the Dally Oklahoman,

directed at that time by Roy Stafford. Of his work on the
Bl Reno paper, the Kansas City Journal carried the following

editorial, which waeg reprinted in the Watonga Republican,

November 7, 1907

Walter Ferguson, son of Ex-Governor, like the
boy who went to college and secured a Jjob in a
restaurant stirring dough, is making considerable
tatirt® at El1 Reno in his new position as managing
editor of the ¥l Reno American. Since taking
charge of the paper he has located the headquarters

111biag,
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of the Oklahoms national guard and the state capital
at Fort Reno and hss placed Bill Murray in the role
of declaring that he will forfeit the charters of all
the banks in the Chickssaw nation if they don't open
immediately, and has announced that John Golobie has
promised not to impair the CGuthrie banks by removing
hig funds from them when they open.

Back pay for fifteen weeks of work on the Guthrie
Cepltal was due Ferguson when he left that publication in
September, 1908, to marry Lucia Caroline Loomis and to

purchase the Cherokee Republican, His first issue of

that paper came out September 25, 1908, and for ten years

he and hie wlfe supervised publication of the Republican.

They bought the plant from Bd Southwick and his brother-in-
law, a M¥Mr, Newman. The policy and goals of the newspaper
were announced in the first issue to carry the name of
Walter Fergusén as editor, 1In this issue, Ferguson wrote:

After looking over several newspsper propositionsg
in the different parts of the state the present owner
of the REPUBLICAN located in Cherokee because this
part of the state looked the most prosperous, the
county is the best and the town the liveliest in any
part of Oklshoma,

It 1s the intention to make the paper an apostle
to preach the greatness of Cherokee and Alfslfa
county and we want no better pralse than to have our
friends say that we are on the firing line all the
time boosting the town and county.

Politically the paper wlll have the "old time
religion" and go on the theory that the very worst
that the Republican party could vossibly do will be
better than the best that the Democratic party has
done or will do in this state., The friends of the
paper will always know where the paper stands without
coming to consult the management. We will always
be found sup-orting the Republican ticket and
advocating the real doctrine, We will not go so far
as to say that we would support a "ysller dog" on
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that ticket so the statement ieg useless.l?

In keeping with the 1desl set forth in his
declaration, walter Ferguson stated in his first issue thg
need of Cherokee to increase its population to five
thousand persons. In this article he expressed his desire
that Cherokee be recognized ss "the best town in Oklahoma
wegt of the main line of the Rock Tslend,"i®

In the politieal field, Walter Ferguson followed
his father's steps. He was named delegate to the Republi-
can state convention in 1919 as representative from
Alfalfe County. While editing the paper at Cherokes,
Ferguson held the job of postmaster. When his father
announced hile candidacy for governor of the state in iP10,
Walter ran g three~column cut of the ex-governor under =z
four-column, two line head which read, "Governor Ferguson
Making Winning Campalign Has Established Big Lead Since
9tate Convention.®l4 An article on an inside page told
of Tom Ferguson's record as territorial executive and of
his 1life history. Other stories with the plcture of

Ferguson were carried in the Cherokee Republican throughout

the campaign.
Walter Ferguson's interest in higtory resembled

that of hls father and mother. In the spring of 1910 the

120herokee Republican, Sentember 256, 1008, », 1.
151b1d., October 9, 190.
léIbid., July 1, 1910.
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Cherokee Republican ran 2 series of reminiscences of early

days of the Chickasaw Nation, and én July 14, 1911, that
publication contained the reprint of an srticle by Walter
Ferguson entltled "In the Public BEye of Oklshoms -- Col.
Jack Love," This feature was originally printed in Sturm's
VMagazine and wes a combination historical feature and
personallty sketech in which the suthor predicted that the
next governor of Oklshoma would be Jack Love, Features

on President David Rose Boyd of the University of Oklghoma,
and of place names of Oklashoma were run on the editorial
page of the April 12, 1912, edition. An earlier issue
contained a feature by Fred 8. Barde, Guthrie, discussing
-the @Great Salt Plaine. Ferguson's own article on duck
hunting on the salt plalns, located three miles east of

Cherokee, was printed in %the Republican. Additional

research by Ferguson along this line was treated in a
brochure written with Clee 0. Doggett and privately printed,

The title of the pamphlet is History of the Great Salt

Plains.

One journallstiec endeavor of Walter Ferguson which
brought him a great reputation in the southwest and which
brought to hils paper statewide circulation was his "Bug-

scuffle Bugle," a paper within the Cherokee Republican.

In this portion of the newspsper the writer "punctured

the more prominent egos of the reigning Oklahoma citizenry
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of that time."L® Bearing a Bugscuffle, Bolivia, <.A.,
dateline, the first copy of thig subtle sheet appeared in
March 20, 1914, aglthough it bore the volume number 23
and editlon number 23, Later lssues all carried thie same
volume and edition number.

By February, 1913, the Cherokee Republican had

become the offieclal paper of Alfalfa County.

While hie wife waes advocating women's rights in
her signed column, Walter Ferguson attacked the theory on
hls editorial page. His edltorial, "The Feminilst Movement,
appeared in the June 19, 1914, issue:

The hand that once rocked the oradle is now
industriousgly engaged in rocking the boat and the
gentler sex is sternly demanding admlssion to the
caucue of consideration,l6

He termed the crusade on the part of women azg "not the out~

breaking of a2 long supvressed wrong but the sudden selzing

of a long overlooked chance." He wrote:

Suffrage has very little to do with the movement,
being as it were the handiest carriage of the agltation.
Recognltion and congideration are the key notes of
the proposition. YMother wants to be 2 deposit instead
of an overdraft, an asset insgtead of a liagbility and
& bearer of the flag instead of a bearer of the young.
She wants to be & wave instead of & ripple, a gust
rather than a zephyr, and wants her lord to take into
account her chat as well ae her charms.l7

The following week Mrs., Ferguson's weekly column contained

the following remark:

It has been g long sglow process, but it now seems
from the trend of events that women will gsoon come
into their own.18

1aLotter f Benton F Merch 1
§485okes. qengbiiogo, sune 18, 1504, Ty
S

-r»q
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She announced that women "had great hopes for the future,"l9
Walter Ferguson became a candidate for the state
gsenate in 1916, The nelghboring press resnonded to his
candidacy 1in various ways as it had done when the genior
Ferguson was a leading territorial political figure. The

Dacoma [nterprise was most violent in its attack on the

editor of the Cherokee Republican. The Enterprise ran

the contents of a postecard, gsigned by John Fields of Okla-
homa City, which stated that if the people of the two
counties in the senatorial district knew what type of man
Fergusdn was "they would lock their houses up when he is
in that part of the country."?0 The writer stated that
"the shingles on the statehouse would not be sale with
such men in the legislature,"?l 0On another occasion

during the campalgn, the Enterprise ran an editorial

attacking Ferguson:

Walt Ferguson of Cherokee, he of tea cup and
militla fame, is & candidate for stete senator
from Alfalfa county, Those who know old Tom and
-his son wWalt are wondering who they are fixing to
knife, Nelther one of the Ferguson's were ever known
to stand by their Triends, they are selflish, they
are for the Ferguson family first, lagt and all the
time. It would be a diegrace to have Alfglfa county
represented by a man like WAlt Fergueon, 22

191psq,
26;2&@., July 14, 1918,
ZIM.

281b3d,, June 23, 1916,
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On the other aside of the political race, the

Falrview Republican belleved that as editor of a newspaper

Walter Ferguson had gufficlent experience to make him Ywell
verged with the needs of this gsection of the state!'23 fThe

editor of the Fairview Enterprise predicted that Ferguson

would make an Y"able and efficlent representative in the
Senate,"24 "That there is not a man in the district more
familiar with legislative work"2® was the opinion expressed
in the editorial columns of the Byron Promoter. The Okla-
homa Hornet, Waukomis, wanted to see Ferguson elected toc the
position, and the Okeene Leader, Amorits Herald, and Jet
Visitor supported him in his race.

Ferguson won the election and was named a member
of the Senate committees on appropriations, public build-
ings, publiec printing, and prohlibitlion and served as
chairman of the fish and game committee., As & member of
the appropriations group, Walter Ferguson introduced a bill
in 1917 ealling for the sum of £5,000 to be used to pur-
chase the Frederick Samuel Barde collection of manuscripts,
letters, clippings and pictures. The bill passed, and the
data on early history of the state, which had been

agsembled by the "dean of Oklshoms jJournalists," became

237pid,, July .14, 1916,
241p1i4, |
RBrpig,
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the property of Oklahoma.26
When the Cherokee Republican celebrated its tenth

anniversary under the editorship of wWelter Ferguson, that
publication boasted 12 pages per issue with a circulation
of 1,760. ©n Januery 31, 1919, the Fergusons announced

the sale of the Republican to 8. . Timmong, former publigher

of the Aline Chronoscope, and Ursel Pinch, former publisher

of the Jet Visitor. Commenting on the sale of the Cherokee
paper, the Dally Oklshoman ran the following editorigl:

The sale of the Cherokee Republican, 1t is
sincerely to be hoped, will not remove its Tormer
editor and publisher, walter Ferguson, from Okla-
homa newspaperdom. If it should the professlion
will suffer a serious loss, and so will the state.

There will be little dilssent from the statement
that in many respecte, Walter Ferguson is Oklahoma's
most gifted writer., Wwith the easy, Tlowing grace
of Addison, touched here and there with the pungency
of Defoe, Ferguson can transform s trite event into
a plece de resistance,

-+ » But 1f welter Ferguson were merely an
entertaining writer his departure would not be
assesged a loss. He is far more than a writer.

Ee 1s an able, high-minded, conscientious and
constructive editor. Thig Tact is evidenced in

the consistent fairness of his pgger. It was finely
recorded in the test of the war, 2

During the firet wWorld War s government agency

appealed for a limitation in the price of wheat, Alfelfg

County, chiefly agricultural in nature, was alarmed st such

gsMary Hays Marasble and ®laine Boylan, A& Handbook
of Oklshoma Writers., p, 138,

27Watonga Republican, February 13, 1919,




103

a move and when the Cherokee Republican editorially

supported the actlon there was widespread indignation among
the citizens of the area. Hundreds canceled their sub-
seriptione to the paper, but the Fergusons were not disturbed.
They hit the patriotic theme by stressing the measure and
made the farmers feel "the thrill that comes from sacrifice
for a righteous cause, 28

Sale of the Cherokee Republican came shortly after

the death of Trad Ferguson. Mr, and Mrs, Walter Ferguson
sold their publication with the intention of moving to

Wetonga to assume management of the Republican there. That

year, however, the Walter Ferguson family moved to Oklshoma
City, where Vr. Ferguson was editor of the Employer, official
organ of Oklahoma Employers' Associstion. He was mentioned

by the Qklahoma News in May, 1919, as a possible candidate
29

for United States senator.”” In 0Oklahoma Clty Ferguson
established an advertising agency and developed a magazine
service for newspapers, He left the fourth sstate te enter
the banking profession. In 1924 he became vice president
of the Firet National Bank and & director of the Federal
Reserve Bank, Oklahoma City. In Auguset, 1935, Ferguson

was named vice president of the ¥id-Continent 011l end Gas

Assoclation in Tulsa, but he reeigned in January of the

following year,

.®8E. E. Kirkpatrick and Frank ¢. walling, "Walter
Ferguson, 1886-1936", Chronicles of Oklshoma, Vol. XViii,
1940, p. 96. Z29yniversity and Tditor, May 24, 1919
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Ferguson turned the third floor of his Tulsa home
inte a museum of rare mementoes of the southwest which
includes historical manuscripts, documente, Indian relics,
Tlrearms, news cliprings and other items of historiesl
value, The walls and celling of this attic room are
covered with hundreds of photographs of people who nlayed
an important role in the formastion of the state of Oklshoma.
One group contains the faces of almost every publisher and
edltor from whose presses rolled the daily asnd weskly
happenings in Oklshoma history, 30 |

Walter Ferguson served for g time se director in
the Beaver,¥eade and Tnglewood rallrosd and as 1lnspector of
rifle practice of the Oklahome National Quard.

An active part was played by Walter Ferguson in
the press associations =zna organizations while he was a

member of the publishing brotherhood. In the Watonga

Republican of February 18, 1904, he stated in his *mditorial
Eruptions" that the publication was "enthusiaetically in
favor of the organization of the proposed Blaine County
editorial association®3l and that the gtaff of the Republi-
Lan would do everything within its power to work for its

establishment, At the annual meeting of the Oklahoms Press

_S0E, E. Kirkpstrick and Frenk G. Walllng, "Walter
Ferguson, 1886-1936," Chronicles of Qklahoma, Vol, XVIII,
1940, p. 986,

51Watanga Republican, February 18, 1904,
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Assoclatlion in 1913, Walter was aprointed chairman of the
committee on resolutlons. On his committee were Willlem B.
Anthony, E. W, Julian, George H. Evans and ®d T. Fray. In
1914 he served on the committee on resolutione and memorials.
The first "gridiron" produced by the Oklahoma Press Aggoci-
ation in McAlester in 1920 was written by Ferguson, J. V.
Kayser, George B. "Deke" Parker, Walter M. Harrison,
William R, Martineau and U, 8. Russell. At the annual
meeting of the assoclation in Muskogee, May 24, 1912, when
former Governor Ferguson wae called upcn to respond to the
welcome address, the former territorial executive asked
that hls son, Walter, maske the talk in hig stead.

Ferguson died in Washington, D. C., March 8, 1936,
as the result of a hesrt attack which followed an illness
of Influenza. His body wae accompsnied to Tulsa by NMr. and
Mrs. George B. Parker., Parker, editor-in-chief of the
geripps-Howard newspepers, was & close friend and former
classmate of Ferguson, Surviving Ferguson were his wife,
Luela Loomis Ferguson, and three children, Benton,Ferguson,
Thomas B, Ferguson and Ruth Ferguson,

Followlng Walter Ferguson's death, the tribute
paid him by B, E. Kirkpatrick and Frank G. ¥alling was
reprinted in Chronicles of Oklahoma:

All who have read Walter Ferguson'g gerious
writing have had no doubt of his moral courage,
but less 1s known of his vhysicsl stamina.
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Walter Ferguson had much to do with the meking
of the reputatione that were established in the
convention and his unpublicized influence is reflected
in much of the state's organic law., The real legders,
the men of ability respected and loved and gagerly
sought hls couneil., The four-flushers feared him.
He wag death to "stuffed shirts,® for the only thing
Walter Ferguson ever hated was nretense.

His humor often had 2 deflsting effect, and many
a man who became a lesder was stronger and more
sincere because a flash of Ferguson wit gave him g
good look =t himgelf.

Walter Ferguson was azs much a psrt of Oklahoms
as her broad, sweeping plains and native hills. He
was not only a part of its colorful history, but out
of the very soul of him, dyed that eolor with some
of 1ts richest hues. He plaved his part in the
ploneer's barehanded fight with nature in the raw,
Where and while he worked and played, from infancy
to manhood, all reces and s11 cultures met snd
managed and fused. He helped to make and mould a
new and distinct social strueture and was, himself,
ite peculiar progeny, 52

Walter Ferguson was one of the pioneers who came
to Oklahoma in a covered wagon, Since his father was a
newspaperman and he himself early became engaged in that
profession, Walter Ferguson had a chasnce to observe the
fourth estate from its very beginning to the time he left
Journalism to enter banking., with this backbround, he
once wrote his recollectiong of Oklahoms pregsmen:

Looking back over the ield T am naturally imvressed

with the vast gulf that exlsts between the newsvaner

publications of my da¥ and tadag. At that time it was
all vigorous personality, and the editors had something

to say on the editorial page. The most delightful

_®%E, E. Kirkvatrick and Frank 6. welling, "valter
Ferguson, 1886-1936," Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol, XVIII,
1940, p. 99.
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dayas 1 have ever known wers those when T earrisd &
mall saek full of country exchanges home on Sunday
afternoon, and thus got a eross gection sf Nklahoma,
I alwaye locked eagerly for the mnid "yvents to get
the viewse of ©verett Purcell, 7T loocked forward nll
week for ®d gray's contribution from rawnees, 1

was never disappeinted in Sube Geerts brillisnt vege
from Tiehomingo, Dave Yarum's efforte from Yoocdwsrd
faasclnated me beyond words, Of course my fatherteg
vigorous Watonga Republicsn wan the prime feature.

I looked forwsrd to getting the WL Reno paper and
seeing some poetic thing from Pete Duffy., Ruek
Campbellls waukomls Hornet was a dessert, John
Golobie's Quthrie Regleter was heavy, mythical,
welrd and orlental, but 1t never failed to thrill,
Jds J, Burke's forman Transeript was the dignified
message from the edueation center of Oklahoms. BRBob
Kidd over at Poteau nearly burned the wranper off
each lesus, The finest newsneper T have ever known
wae produced by Jack Newland st Frederiock,

The best products were not eonfined entirely to
the county sests, and lavger towns, In my own county,
the Jet Visitor, issued by Urshel Finch, wae @ }
gparkling publicetion that really belonged to the
Oklahoma hall of fame, Orant Herrig at Yakite
reflected the resl spirit of the Cherckee 5tin, Far
out in the Penheandle, Yerrven “immermen vroduced »
powerful newspaper et Quywon, Maude Thomne wag
always intereating with her fund of historicsl
informetion sbout old Besver sounty. ¥y buddy snd
pal, Barl Croxton, was producing a srlendld country
newepaper in an adjoining county. PRov Johneon, in
that democratic cltadel, Ardmore, wss in some manner
able to produce every week one of the most interesting
contributions to Oklshoms newspsperdom.T have ever
known, the Ardmors Ststesmen, B111 ¥inds, who died
recently, was running & dally editoris) column at
Huge, the like of whiech hss never been duplicsted
for humor end brillisnce. Oene Xerr was vroducing
a eplendld human document every afternocon in
FMuskogee, and Tame Bixby dominated esstern Oklahoms
Journslism with hls Muskogee Phosnix.

I had more respeet and admirastion for, and studied
the methode of John Hinkle of 8tillwater closer than
any man in Oklahoms Journalism, Of course the greatest
of all Ok%&ham& Journaliets, to me, wae Clarence B,
Douglag,

“3goomer State Press, April 21, 1934, p, =,




CHAPTER IV
LUCIA CAROLINE LOOMIS FERGUSON

I have in mind one woman in particular, a former
university girl who did her first newspaper work as
g bride on her husband's country paper. She started
by writing a weekly column of humorous pertinent
truths, converning affairs which were of neculiar
interest to their women of reading. From this small
beginning she went on in the space of a Tew years
to a column daily in more than 20 of the largest
papers in the land. And again, let me say, that
her sensge of humor wss_one of her best asssets in
her successful career,

That was the way Mrs, Thompson B, Ferguson described
her daughter-in-law in a radio tslk concerning the oppor-
tunitles afforded women in the field of journalism.

Dr. Enos Osborne Loomls snd his wife, Lena Arbogast
Loomis, left 2 medical practice in Tndisna and settled at
Boggy Depot, Indian territory, where they hoped to find
the romance and sdventure that stories about the west
promised, It was here that Lucla Loomis was born March,
1887, in a villsge which had been built around Fort Boggy
immediately following the war between the states. At that

time the comimunity had a population of aporoximately 75

linterview of ¥Mrs. Tom B, Fergusen by Suzsnne
Arnote over WNAD, December 5, 1935, and printed in Sooner
State Press, December 7, 1935, p.4.
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persons and was in the old Choetaw Wation, governed entirely
by tribal lawe snd custome,

Lucla Loomie received her education at s convent in
Denigson, Texas, and at Hardin College, Vexico, Migsouri.

She went to the University of Oklahoma in 1904, and while a
student in Norman became sequsinted with Walter Ferguson,
gon of the territorlal zovernor zt the time.

Rooming near the pleace where Lucia Loomis found a
place to live were George B. Parker and Ferguson. Lucla
and her dearesﬁ friend, Adelalde Loomis, began dating the
two men, Adelalde always going with Ferguson and Lucia being
escorted by George B. Parker On one occasion it was decided
to shift dates. Somehow, the reshift never occurred. ©

While a student at'the university, Lucia Loomis met
another person who was to influence her 1ife. He was Dr.
Vernon L. Parrington, Pulitzer prize winner who 1is eredited
with being the first to discover Lucla's writing ability.
Luecla was a pharmacy student who planned to become her
father's agslstant in the drug store he had purchased upon
his removal to Wapsnucks, Oklahoma.

Miss Loomls became a charter member of Kapva Alpha
Theta, first college gorority in QOklahoma,

Shortly =fter Walter Ferguson purchased the Cherokee

Republican, Lueia Loomis became hieg bride,.

1izabeth Stubler, "Lueclis Lays 1t on the Line,"
Scene magazin&, May, 1947, n. 18-19,
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When T look back on those daye, T can't decide
whether to lsugh or ory. We weres so young, and so
poor, but nothing ever stopped Walter for long,
My father pald off the mortgage on the papgr - T
belleve 1t was the tremendous sum of £700.

One of the bilggest thrills in their lives, acs
memberes of the fourth estate, Mre, Ferguson has declared,
occurred shortly after they had acouired the new Alfalfa
county nublication when they attended the Oklashoma Press
Association convention held in Bartlesville. A 280 prize
was offered the visiting editor who wrote the best srticle
about the guéat city. Since the Fergusons had borrowed
225 to make the trip, they were over joyed when they learned
that the story Welter penned wae declared winner, 2

Until she entered the Cherokee Republican office

the first time, Mrs. Lueis Ferguson had never been inside
& newgpaper office.5' Preoccupstion of her husband with
politics and hunting and fishing left the weekly paper in
her hands. It became necessary for her to soliecit
advertisements for the paper, to address papers in long-
hand, to write local items, gociety storles, and politieal
interviews, and to see that the paper came off the press.

Through these articles she wrote for the Republican, Mrs.

Ferguson became the women's voice of her county. It was

o G
g
o
s
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she who developed an idez which more than tripled the
elrculation of the newspaper.

T was gtrong for women's rights, something you
Just don't discuss in Alfalfa county, It was a big
lssue in the eset, and in Fngland women were going
to Jall for expressing their opinions., Peonle Just
laughed when you mentioned giving a2 womah the vote, and
I didn't like it one bit.

Walter wae Just s much for women's rights ag T
wae, and one night a2t home he sugoested that we
start a private debate in the pever. T'd present
one side of the argument in a column, =nd he would
answer 1t on the editorial page.

It was the first time in Oklahoma, and possibly
in the Southwest that two policies had been exnressed
in one psper. People couldn't wait to resd our
‘arguments!' We'd glt 1n the kitchen at night going
over ideas, and Welter would give me a lot of vointers
on what T could say. All over the state peenle were
feeling sorry for him,©

Women 1n the county were accustomed to remaining

at home, so the idess that the editor's wife expressed
were revolutlonary, especially when she stepped inte
politics by disegreeing with her husband'e i1deszs on s
state messure. Mrs, Ferguson dlsagreed with her husband
in hle own newspaper,

As long as she wrote for the Cherckee Republican,

Mrs, Ferguson was glven free rein ag to style and ideas.
Her first column appeared in thils publication July 12: 1912,
but there was no by-line under the heading, "Womsn's

Column," Thig feature contained sketches of wives of

81bia,
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senators, advice to girl graduates of 1912, discussions of
gchool téacherg and of women and homes, Fer first signed
story had appeared under a two-column heading "The Kditorial
Trdpt. dn yhich she degcribed & visit to Muskogees to attend
the press meeting., It was not until December 12, 1913, that
Mre, Ferguson's by-line apveasred under her column heading.
Prior to that time, since December 27, 1912, her initials,
Mrs. W. 8. F., had been used with the feature title.
One of Mrs, Ferguson's first articles to discuss the
rights of women came out in the column printed gSeptembor 15,
1912, under the heading "Tverybody but Thomas A, Edlson Says
Thils 1s the Age of Women." When her column was firet
written over her initisls, Mre, Ferguson discussged the
suffragettes who were trying to reach the New York governor
for a conference. A new art head appeared over the "Woman's
Column" Janusry 14, 10215, On this date Mre, Ferguson
championed women's rights in the following:
There are gtill 2 few old-fashioned, thick
skulled men who contend that women should be contented

wlth thelr lot as 1t was fifty years ago; that thev
can not help the country with their vote, nor the
community with their meddling. These men, and they
are growing scarce in number every day, feel, imagine
and think they know, thet women were made to keep

the home and leave ali other thinge alone, end when
the opportunity offers they are in the habit of talke
ing long and loudly on the subjects of the new woman
as she appears to them with all her fateful influence
in the world. But these same men hardly ever stop

to think that women are resvonsible for a great many
of the public blessings which they enjoy. Cherokee
and every other smsll tewn, stands ss & shining example
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of this faet,?

On the igsue of July 7, 1916, Mrs., Ferguson's
column appeared as usual, slthough the following story by
Walter Ferguson was printed in a boxed article on Page 1:

GIRL AT OUR HOUSE

An event worthy of note on page one, next to pure
reading matter, ococurred at the Cherokee Republican
home Thursday morning when a baby girl arrived,
diverting the attention of the Sob Editor from the
delinquencies of male creation to the gentler art
of caring for a line of descendents. As is always
the case in newspaper familles the baby made her
arrivel on prees day, Aside from the fact that she
1s deprived of her weekly perogative of thumping
the typewriter and disrupting standpat idess about
woman's place on the globe, the Sob Bditor is getting
along nicely. The event was an entlire success.®

The following issue of the Cherokee Republican

went to press without the comments of Mrs. Ferguson, but
in the issue of August 11, 1918, she wrote:

Since neglecting the journalistic sobes to attend
to those of the littlest Ferguson, we have been
assured many times that the country at large is
getting along nicely without our advice and assistance
but strange to say, our informants were always of the
male sex, therefore we took the matter with o grain
of salt.é

The author of "Women's Column" explained in one of
her articles that she wass independent in politics, "although

we confese a decided leaning towsrd Republicans,"10

7 Cherokee Republican, February 11, 1916.
81bid., July 7, 1918,

91bid., Auguet 18, 1916.
101bia., July 7, 1018,
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While Mrg, Ferguson was conductifig her campsien for
women's rights, she did not neglect her crusasde for local
measures. A former president of the Cherokee Study Club,
she worked for better entertainment facilities in Cherokee.
On January 31, 1913, she discussed the lack of entertainment
in Alfalfa County for the young girls of the community,

Every girl in Alfalfa county will too soon be a
woman and 1t is every womsn's duty to make that
radiant day of girlhood last as long and shine ag
bright through the coming years as possible so that
when all our girls of now become the grandmothers of
the future they can look to today with happy thoughts,
forgetting all the sorrows they have had and keeping
as the Jewel spot in their memory the brightness of
thelr girlhood daye in Alfalfs county.il

On April 17, 1914, she wrote:

In this town we lack entirely one single thing
which will furnish home amusemente for the young
who have grown too far to play like little children.

. « « Before, the women of Cherokee, and the men
also 1f they desire to help, lies an opportunity,
which, if grasped now, will lesd to magnificent
results, and if neglected will eventuslly bring on
disaster. . ., . Tt is the cuestlon of providing 5
wholesome amusement for the young of this communi tv, 12

Mre. Ferguson's first advice-to-the-lovelorn
articles appreared in the late 1917 and early 1918 igsues of

the Republican.

In the same issue in which the Fergusons announced

the sale of the Cherokee Republican, =n article was reprinted

1loherokee Republican, January 31, 1913,

127p1d., April 17, 1914,
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from the Capron Hustler. This article accused Vrs. Ferguson
of being "POSSESSOR OF JUST ABOUT ALL THY BRAINS THERE IS
IN THAT FAMILY" and stated that she was "yriter of most of
the good things that appesr in that paper. 13

In 1919 when the Republican wasg sold and the Walter

Ferguson family moved to Oklahoma City, where he was engeged
28 public relations director for the First National Bank,
Mrs, Ferguson believed that her wiriting days were coming to
an end, She was mistaken. 1In September, 1920, the Watonga

Republican announced that a weekly column by Mre., wWalter

Ferguson would be printé@. The same art head which had
appeared in the Cherokee paper was used.

At dinner one night in Oklashoma City, George B. Parker,
the old college chum who had become editor of the QOklahoma
Hews, Scripps-Howard publication, asked Mrs. Ferguson to do

several stories for him. He asked for articles similer to

those she produced for the Republicsn.l4 Lowell Mellett,

editor of the Seripps-Howard Allisnce, became interested in
the works of Mrs, Ferguson, Soon she was writing daily '
columns for that group of pspers.
Since the family moved to Tulsa, ¥rs, Ferguson
has continued to supply the newspaper a2lliance with copy.
She does all her writing st home, Nelther a

crusader nor a sob-sister type of author, ¥Mrs, Ferguson

131bid., January 21, 1910. ‘
14m11zabeth Stubler (op.oit.y, v, 19;
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writes to promote ideas and csuses in which she ie interested;

"I've long been a champion of the poor mother-in-law,"
Mrs. Ferguson laughs. "She has been berated for go
many years that now many a girl goes into marrizge with
the Tlrm convietion that she can't get along with her
husband's mother. And itt's becoming more of a problem,
now that the housing shortage 1is forcing many young
couples to live with their in-lawe.

Readers continue to hit the ceiling when Mrs.
Ferguson injects an occasional column on one of her

Tavorite bones of contention, "the cult of dog
ownerghip."

"American people are strange" she shakes her hesd.
"One thing you dare not criticize is = dog. You can
say what you pleasse sbout s woman's child, her husbsnd,
church or country -- but say gomething about_her dog,
and you're a social pariah without s heart, 15

An article about dogs in the New York World-Telegranm

caused quite a furore and brought the editor numerous

letters from wrathful readers and dog lovers. Other subjects

which were treated often are liguor and prohibition repeal.
Her column, ﬁA Woman's Viewpoint," which appears

in 19 newspapers, is noted for its chatty, down-to-earth

character. Thie feature ie carried in the New York World-

Telegram, Pittsburgh Press, Cleveland Press, San Francisco

fews, Denver Rocly Mountain News, Houston Press, Fort Worth

Press, Birminghsm Post, Memphis Press-Selmitar, Tulss

Tribune, Cincinnatl Post, Indianapolis Times, Columbus

Citizen, Knoxville News-Sentinel, Memphis Commercial Appeal,

Washington News, Tl Paso Herald-Post, Evansville Press and

157p14,
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and Albuguerque Tribune,
Articles containing lovelorn are written by ¥re,
Ferguson for the Tulsa Tribune under her msiden name,
When Mre, Ferguson's columne were introduced *n the
Tulsa Tribune readers, William P, 8teven, managing editor
of that publication, received a letter from Walter Morrow

of the Rocky Mountain Newe which stated in part:

I think her daily feature is the best balsnced
and humen daily article produced snywhere by anyone.l

On the same occasion, Edward J. Meeman, Vemphis Press-
Scimitar, wrote:

I have uged ¥rs. Ferguson's column in the Memphis
Press-8cimitar for many years. T regard it as the
sanest of all columns now being printed in American
newspapers, It 1s brief without being thin; it 1s
original without being odd; it 1e elean without being
prudish;: it is feminist without being anti-masculine;
it is personal without being egotistie; 1t 1e¢ old-
fashioned without being outmoded. 17

In a contest gponsored by the Memphis paper to
dlscover the favorite column of its readers, the prize-
winning letter was written by ¥rs. Rertha fuillen. ghe
wrote:

After my husbsnd's tragic death T felt there was
nothing to live for. T was drinking the cup of
despalr to the dregs when Mrsg, Ferguson's "Inventory"
appeared. She made me conscilous of my cowardice; gave
me a more wholesome sttitude on my life.

why shouldn't she be my favorite writer? She drops

laAdvertising‘supplement to Tulsa Tribune, August,
1938. :

171p14.
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in every evening and bresks bread with me mentally,
leaving me refreshed, ghe rekindlee a epark of
hope that I may be of gervice to humenity and grow
0ld gracefully,
In the Oklahoma Press Association ¥Mra. Ferguson
served as vice president in 1914-1015,

Listed in %Who's Who in imerlca, Mra, Perguson ig

a member of the League of American Penwomen, American
Aseoclatlon of University Women, Young Women's Christian
Assoclation, and Theta Yigma Phi, professional and honorary
fraternity for women in journaliem.

Mre. Ferguson 1s the mother of three children:
Loomle Benton, Ruth Alvs, and Thomas Bruce. Benton was
.born in Watonga in 1909; Ruth Alvas in Cherokee in 1916,
and Thomas Bruce in Oklshoma City in 1923.

In 1944 Mrs. Walter Ferguson wasg one of eight
alumni of the University of Oklahoma named to Phi Beta
Kappa, national honor society. She wag the only woman
elected to the University of Oklshoma Assoclation board
when she was selected as a member $f that group.

Columns by Mrs. Ferguson have been carred by
Seripps-Howard papers since 1930. 1In the year it was
established, "A Women's Viewpoint" was printed in thirty-
five Scripps-Howard pspers snd in six publications in the

James E. Scripps group.1®

o ~
198ooner state Press, October 11, 1930, p. 1.




119

Upon interviewing Mrs. Ferguscn in 1932, Luciga
Glddens, writer for the Birmingham (Alabama) Post, declared
that the columnist "1s the voice of American women seeking
expression of their rights, through her daily column, "20

S0 great was the success of her column that she was
soon engaged to write for all Scripps-Howard news-
papers -- where it ig read daily by thousands of men
and women throughout the country. With the new
freedom for which she used to campaign won, Mrs.,
Ferguson has turned her attention to the manner in
which woman has adapted herself to the new conditions
and to the problemg involved in the association
of men and women.

In 1937 Mrs. Ferguson was named to the Oklahomsg

Memorial Associations's Hall of Fame.

20500ner Magazine, July, 1932,

RlLucia Giddens, "What Is Good Motherhoods",
sooner Magazine, July 1932, p. 370. :




CHAPTER V
I0M SHARTEL FERGUSON

The baby who rode from Ksngas to Watonga on the
lap of Mrs. Tom B, Ferguson also grew up under the spell

of the Watonga Reﬁublican and ite printing office. Born

May &, 1891, in Sedan, Kansas, hls early life was spent
in living quarters in the same bullding with the Republican

plant. The smell of printer's ink and of freshly opened

. neweprint wag a part of his early environment, so Tom 3.
Ferguson, better known by hig nickname of "Trad" or as
Tom, Jr., followed in the footsteps of his parents and his
elder brother, He entered the newspsaper profession when
he reached maturity.

Trad's name first appeared in the Watonga Bepublican

as an official member of the staff in the issue of December
13, 1906, when the masthead designated him "Assistant Loecal
Bditor.* On August 8, 1908, he was given his Tirst bhy-
line on & story headed "Baseball.® In this article the
young wrilter discussed a forthcoming game getween the Hydro
and Watonga teams,

Features in the historical round-up vein were

wvritten by Trad for the newspaper in 1910, and these

120
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showed 2 strong simllarity to the style used by his father,i
That same year he wrote a column sbout baseball and basket-
ball in Blaine County. The first column appeared in the
January 8 edition with a by-line, The next column appeared
under a boxed standing head, "DOPE by Trad! and was the

Tirst sporte column to be printed in the Republican. It

usually contained eight to twelve inches of news about
local teams.

in 1911, while Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson were listed
&s publishers, Trad Ferguson was named in the masthead as

editor of the Republican., Again, in the July 4, 1912,

issue, Trad is listed as local editor.
On August 10, 1918, Tom S. Ferguson was married to
Mlss Bertha Holcomb of Anadarko.

Before World War I, Trad Ferguson worked on the

Dally Cklahoman, Wichita (Kansas) Eagle and McAlester

News-Capltal, with which he was assoclated when war was

declared. His rising importance in Oklahona newspeperdom

1s suggested in & paragraph from the McAlester News~-Capltal,

reprinted on February 28, 1918, in the Watonga Republican;

" « . and he gives promige of making such a
reputation that Senator Walter Ferguson will be
better known as hig brother than as the 'Sage of
the Salt Plaing, 142

For the twenty-fifth anniversary edition of the

Republican Trad sent articles from Post Field, Port 8111,

1Xen Martin, A Short History of the Watongs Republi-
Ban, p. 22.

2watonga Republican, February 28, 1918, ». L.
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Oklshome, where he was stationed with the 202nd Aero
Sguadron.® For this special issue he wrote;
Twenty flve years 1s a long time for one paper
to be under the same management, but such is the
case with this paper. It stands today ss =2
splendid monument to the grit of my father and
mother in their struggling work of overcoming the
hardshipe of ploneering in s new land, %
Juet after belng commissioned a second lieutenant,
Tom Ferguson became 11l with pneumonia and was sent to the
army hospital at Post Fleld, where he died three weeks
later., From hieg sarly childhood until his death, January
19, 1219, Trad Ferguson was elosgely connected wlth news-
Paper work and with publighing in Oklshoma.
Grief over Tom Shartel Ferguson's passing is

2 % ~ [
believed to have hastened the death of his father.®

51bid,, January 23, 1919.

41b1d., October 11, 1017,
Sgponer State Pressg, Februsry 19, 1921, p. 2.




CHAPTER VI
LOOMIS BENTON FERGUSON

The third-generation member of the Ferguson family
to play a part in journalistic sctivities in Oklahoma, as
well as in othér states, 1s Loomis Benton, eldest son of
Mr, and Mrs. Welter S, Ferguson and grandson of Governor
and Mrs, Thompson Benton Ferguson. He was born November
2, 1909, in Watonga, Oklahoma, while_his parents were

owners of the Cherokee Republicen, 1In high school Benton

Ferguson's newspaper'interestg and family background first
came to light when he was business manager of his high
schoel paper. He attended Washington and Lee University
in 1926 and 1927, and then entered the University of Okla-
homa.

While a student in Norman, Benton Ferguson served
as president of Alpha Delta Sigma, nstional advertising
fraternity, in 1930 and 1931. He was advertising manager

of the Oklahoms Daily, student newspaper, in 1928 zand

1930, and was business mansger the following year. He
gserved as associate editor of the Whirlwind, student humor
magazine in 1928 and 1931, and was humor editor of the

Sooner yearbook 1n 1929, 1930, and 1931. A member of the
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publication bosrd during the 1928-1930 school year, he was
also a member of the varsity basketball squad and & member
of Kappa Alpha, national soclszl fraternity. He wrote

articles and drew cartoons for the Sooner Magazine, slumni

publication of the University of Oklahoms.l

Benton Ferguson recelved a bachelor of arts ﬁegree
from the Universgity of Oklshome in 1931. He married Carole
Maxine Brown of Tulsa on July 15, 1933,

From 1931 until 1933, Ferguson was assoclated with
the Birmingham (Alsbama) Pogst as advertising sslesman. Ie
left this job to accept a similar one on the Fort Worth
(Texas) Press. He worked on the Pregs as advertising
salesman and politiesl certoonist, but freqguently wrote
feature articles for that publication. One of these articles,
whieh was printed in g column next to his mother's columns
in that Scripps-Howard publication, was reprinted in part
in Time magazine. Discussing how a son feels about s
columnist-mother, Ferguson wrote:

S8he owes me §10,000, at least, for acting as a

guinea plg for her column for the past 15 years.
First I got the brunt of her theories on how to
ralse children; next, I was the wild younger
generation; then I was a youth caught in the
clutches of s depression; then I was a young merried

man, and now that I'm a father, I suppose the gycle
will start all over again.

lalumni files, University of Oklshoma, Norman, Okla-
homa.

201 me magazine, August 30, 1937, p.37.
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In this satirical article discussing the career of
Mrs, Ferguson, her eldest son declared, "But she has one
great redeemlng feature, and that one is her oldest and
boldest son,?

In 1939 Benton Ferguson became vice president of
the Texae State Network, newly organized by wlliott
Roosevelt. 1In thils position he also worked as promotion
manager. He served as account executive and member of
the creative staff of Campbell-Mithun, Inc., an advertising
agency of Minneapolis, Minnegots, for nineteen months,
beginning in 1940, Before he left the agency in 1947 he
‘had risen to the position of vice oresident.

Feturning to his native state in 1947, Ferguson
assumed the vice-presidency of Erwin, Wasey and Company,
advertising asgency in Oklshoma City. He remalned with this
agency, later known as Erwin, Wasey of the South, until
1948, when he jolned George Knox and Assoclates, an Okla-
homg Clty advertlsing agency. Thie connection continued
until April, 1948, when he was appointed advertising
director of the Fort Worth Press.

Frequent articles have been written by Benton

Ferguson, self-styled "brainiest, handsomest male Ferguson, "4

3Tbid,

4glizabeth Stubler (op. eit) page 44



126

Illustratiéns for They Carried the Torch, the book

by his grandmother, were drawn by Benton,

In discussing the Ferguson family's place in Oklas-

homa Jjournalism, Benton Ferguson once sald:

The "third" generation -- that's me, and I'm
afrald that as far as newspapering is concerned,
i've had little or no influence. I took the
advertising rather than the journalistic route,
thus becoming the first heretiec in the family,
as far as newspapering wss concerned,

5Letter from Benton Ferguson, March 10, 1949,
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