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Outline
I. What is metadata?

A. What has always been there

B. History of balance

C. Built on language constructs

II. Why is metadata important?

A. Resource discoverability

B. Systems interoperability

C. Resource management

III. What will guide & influence your 

metadata?

A. Available systems

B. Established schema

C. Metadata application profiles

IV. Project: Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921

V. Summary
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WHAT IS METADATA?
What Has Always Been There
History of Balance
Built on Language Constructs
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What Has Always Been There
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Bibliographic resource description
• We know:

• what these values are
• how they’re formatted
• how they’re organized

• But computers don’t!
Metadata = “Data about data” for:

• user access
• records management

Metadata is bibliographic description for the digital age!
1



History of Balance

Balance machine functionality & human compatibility.

MARC
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Non-MARC
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Built on Language Constructs

Clear, consistent language = successful navigation & discovery
6
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WHY DO WE NEED METADATA?
Resource Discoverability
Systems Interoperability
Resource Management
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Resource Discoverability

Resource Specifics
What is the title of the resource?
Who created the resource?
When was the resource created?
What is the genre/material of the 
resource?

User Interests
What is the resource about?
Why was the resource created?
Why is the resource important?
What other materials are related?
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More description = more access = greater discoverability

What details enable user access?

What schemas/vocabularies best capture this description?



Systems Interoperability
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Goals:
• Comprehensible, exchangeable metadata
• Universal language

Method & Means:
• Content description standards
• Open metadata standards
• Controlled vocab. & authority files

Riley, J. (2010.) Seeing Standards: A 
Visualization of the Metadata Universe. 
Indiana University Libraries. 
http://jennriley.com/metadatamap/.

Licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 US. Image is 
marked and halved for presentation display.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/us/


Resource Management

Improve management 

efficiency
• Establish metadata 

schema, rules, & 

parameters

• Define practices for 

consistency

Develop & apply tools for 

analysis
• Target metadata fields & 

values

• Track resource usage

• Identify user interests

Expand function of 

metadata
• Descriptive

• Technical

• Administrative
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Good metadata improves digital management practices.

Repositories & Management Systems =
SAFE ENVIRONMENTS for METADATA DEVELOPMENT



WHAT WILL GUIDE & INFLUENCE 
YOUR METADATA?

Available Systems
Established Schema
Metadata Application Profiles
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Available Systems

Friendly systems that permit freedom & flexibility…

Omeka S 
Your Online Exhibits
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CONTENTdm

OSU Digital Collections



Established Schema
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• “Founding Father” of 
metadata schemas!

• Offers basic bibliographic 
description

• WIDELY USED!
• Qualified Dublin Core

offers greater specificity 
when needed

Everyone knows Dublin Core.
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… DUBLIN CORE (DC) …



Metadata Application Profiles (MAPs)

Every collection needs a MAP to guide its metadata creation.
14
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PROJECT
Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921
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Summary

Enables resource 
discoverability

• Open metadata 
standards

• Controlled 
vocabulary

• Descriptive 
standards

Broadens user access via 
interoperability

• Your institution 
and beyond!

• Digital access = 
universal access

Improves resource 
management

• Consistent values 
= better collection 
assessment

• Self-evaluation = 
continued 
development
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Metadata makes a HUGE impact!

Metadata drives modern information exchange!



E | madison.chartier@okstate.edu
215A Edmon Low Library

https://info.library.okstate.edu/c.php?g=916329

Madison Chartier
Digital Resources & Discovery Services, Edmon Low Library
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THANK YOU!
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