Introduction

The own-age bias - the finding that people are better
able to recognize faces from their own age group than
other age groups'?
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e r S O n S 1 Darian was suspected to be missing after not showing up for work. She was in
the process of moving back to Wichita, Kansas, when she went missing. Her
family and friends said she does not have a vehicle and that she might be

suffering from a mental health crisis.

At the time of her disappearance Darian was 23 years old. She is now 26 years
old. She is about 53" tall and weighs about 120 pounds. She has black hair and
brown eyes. She has a tattoo of a feather and 6 birds that says "Birds of a feather
flock together” on her right shoulder.

If you have any information regarding Darian’s disappearance or you know of her
i OK Police t

Children are better at P
recognizing the faces of

children; therefore, they may perform better at sighting

missing children than adults.

Objectives

This project is focused on determining whether the
own-age bias affects how well children and adults
perform at searching for missing children and adults.

Hypotheses:

1. Children will perform better at sighting children’s
faces than they will at sighting adults’ faces because
of the Own Age Bias.

. Adults will perform better at sighting adult’s faces
than they will at sighting children’s faces because of
the Own Age Bias.

. Children will be better than adults at sighting
children’s faces.

. Adults will be better than children at sighting adult's
faces.
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Children: Children or Adults?

Methodology

Participants completed a face separation task in which
they separated the faces of children and adults based
on facial expressions
while being on the
lookout for 5 target
faces. After they finished
this task, they were
asked to identify
whether a person
shown was one

of the 5 target faces or
Not.

Results

O Child Targets
O Adult Targets

Target Accuracy Proportion

Children Adults
Participant Age

Participants were more accurate at detecting adult
targets (M = .79, SE = .03) than child targets (M = 4, SE =
04), F(1, 14) = 7117, p < 001, n? = .384%.

Adult participants were more accurate at detecting
targets (M = .77, SE = .03) than child participants (M =
42,SE = .05), F(1,114) =33.25, p <.001, 7 = .226.

There was a significant interaction between target age
and participant age on target accuracy, F(1,114) =534, p
=.023,n,% = .045. The interaction was caused by children
performing poorly at recognizing other children.
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Children Adults
Participant Age

Adult participants were more accurate at detecting
child targets (M = 0.62, SE = 0.04) than child
participants (M =0.17,SE =0.08), F(1,14) =281, p =092
Ny =02

Adult Target Accuracy Proportion

Children Adults
Participant Age

Adult participants were more accurate at detecting
adult targets (M =091, SE = 0.03) than child
participants (M = 0.67, SE = 0.06), F(1,114) =13.19, p <
0.001,n,% =01

Who Performs Better at Searching for and Identifying Missing

Discussion

« HI. Child participants performed worse at sighting
child targets compared to adult targets thus
Implying the opposite of an own-age-bias.

« H3-4: Adults performed better overall at sighting
targets compared to children.

« H2: Adults are better at identifying adult faces versus
children faces therefore demonstrating an own-age-
bias.

 Thisdatais preliminary because data collection is
ongoing for the child sample.

* This data suggests we should continue to recruit
adults to search for missing people as they show
greater accuracy at identifying missing people than
children.

Future research should study whether different child
age groups do show an own-age-bias.
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