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This likely is the last disease update from Oklahoma as harvest has started in southern OK and wheat is 
quickly turning or has turned across northern OK, northwestern OK and the panhandle. 
 
Over the last 10 days or so, several samples from the panhandle and northwestern OK tested positive for 
wheat curl mite-transmitted virus diseases including wheat streak mosaic, high plains disease and Triticum 
mosaic.  These samples, which tested positive for either Wheat streak mosaic virus alone or in combination 
with one or both of the other viruses, were not received as frequently as in previous years.  For more 
information on these mite-transmitted viruses, see EPP 7328 (Wheat streak mosaic, high plains disease and 
Triticum mosaic:  Three virus diseases of wheat in Oklahoma) available at 
http://pods.dasnr.okstate.edu/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-8987/EPP-7328.pdf 
 
Also reported last week was an increasing incidence of white heads across northwestern OK and the 
panhandle.  We have not received many samples to diagnose, but there are multiple potential causes to 
the white heads.  A few samples we have received and field reports have indicated that Fusarium root rot 
(5-24-2019 update available at http://entoplp.okstate.edu/pddl/advisory.htm) definitely is active across 
the state.  Other contributors could be freeze, Fusarium head blight (see 5-16-2019 update available at 
http://entoplp.okstate.edu/pddl/advisory.htm), and flooded fields.  Here is a link to an article composed 
jointly by KSU and OSU extension personnel that discusses the effects of excessive rainfall on wheat in 
Oklahoma and Kansas:  https://webapp.agron.ksu.edu/agr_social/article/can-excessive-rainfall-
prematurely-kill-the-wheat-crop-in-parts-of-kansas-and-oklahoma-337-4.  A final disease that may make an 
appearance is sooty mold, which also was described and discussed in my last update (5-31-2019 available 
at http://entoplp.okstate.edu/pddl/advisory.htm). 
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The pesticide information presented in this publication was current with federal and state regulations at the time of printing. The user is responsible for 
determining that the intended use is consistent with the label of the product being used. Use pesticides safely. Read and follow label directions. The information 
given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended 
and no endorsement by the Cooperative Extension Service is implied. 

 
Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and regulations, does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, or status as a veteran, in any of its 
policies, practices or procedures. This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment, financial aid, and educational services. The Director of Equal 
Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078‐1035; Phone 405‐744‐5371; email: eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
non‐discrimination policies: Director of Equal Opportunity. Any person (student, faculty, or staff) who believes that discriminatory practices have been engaged in 
based on gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU’s Title IX Coordinator 405‐744‐ 
9154. 
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