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Pictured above is an insect commonly called a kissing bug. Kissing bugs are hematophagous and 
are known to transmit the deadly parasite Trypanosoma cruzi, which causes Chagas disease in 
humans and dogs. Chagas disease may remain undetectable for years, but eventual cardiac and 
gastrointestinal tissue damage in chronic infections can be fatal in some patients. 
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Oklahoma State University parasitologist and researcher Dr. Kelly Allen is working to learn more 
about the prevalence of the Chagas parasite in kissing bug species in Oklahoma. If you find a 
kissing bug and would like to have it tested for Chagas parasite DNA, please contact Dr. Allen at 
www.kissingbugandtell.com for instructions on bug submittal, or if you would like to send a 
picture of what you think might be a kissing bug. A pre-paid postage label will be provided for 
mail-ins, and you will be asked to complete a brief questionnaire about where the bug was found 
to include with the package. Upon request, PCR to evaluate the animal species of the bug’s recent 
blood meal is available.  
 
Please do not handle suspected kissing bugs with your bare hands; wear gloves, use forceps, 
etc…to collect them, and do not intentionally crush them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disease and Insect Diagnostic Laboratory 
 

The pesticide information presented in this publication was current with federal and state regulations at the time of printing. The user is responsible for 
determining that the intended use is consistent with the label of the product being used. Use pesticides safely. Read and follow label directions. The information 
given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended 
and no endorsement by the Cooperative Extension Service is implied. 

 
Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and regulations, does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, or status as a veteran, in any of its 
policies, practices or procedures. This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment, financial aid, and educational services. The Director of Equal 
Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078‐1035; Phone 405‐744‐5371; email: eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
non‐discrimination policies: Director of Equal Opportunity. Any person (student, faculty, or staff) who believes that discriminatory practices have been engaged in 
based on gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU’s Title IX Coordinator 405‐744‐ 
9154. 

 
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director of Oklahoma 
Cooperative Extension Service, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma. This publication is issued by Oklahoma State University as authorized by the Vice 
President, Dean, and Director of the Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources. 
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