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While the heat of summer builds, alfalfa growers and consultants must remain vigilant in scouting 
for various insect pests and monitoring of soil/plant conditions. 
 
As a perennial legume, alfalfa provides a favorable habitat and food source for a large number of 
insect species. With insect pests so varied in their life cycles and habits, feeding injury caused by 
one or more species may occur within seasonal timeframes or throughout the year if conditions 
permit. While the presence of many of the insects found may not cause immediate alarm, 
seasonal outbreaks of others can be detrimental to existing and newly seeded stands. Often, the 
damage resulting from feeding by insects threatens not only the yield or quality of a particular 
harvest of alfalfa, but may also result in thinning of stands and reduction in stand-life. In addition, 
summer brings environmental stresses that can mimic insect pressure. Mesonet data through 19 
June indicated a few areas throughout the state have received beneficial moisture, while many 
areas, especially west of I-35, still in the moderate to extreme drought category.  
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Fields we have scouted and reports from consultants within the state have indicated early 
flowering, premature leaf drop or plants just not growing well. Unfortunately, as the drought 
persists, these conditions may only worsen. Alfalfa, which has the unique ability to go dormant 
(drought-induced dormancy) during extended dry periods, is one of the few crops that can 
recover once adequate precipitation or irrigation occurs. There are various production strategies 
growers can consider during drought in alfalfa to maximize existing forage or maintain stand-life 
until moisture arrives. Cutting management, irrigation (if available), insect control and fertilization 
are all important areas of consideration when dealing with summer environmental conditions. 
Insects during this time of year migrate into alfalfa fields in search of food sources. Insect pest 
found throughout the summer months such as foliage feeding caterpillars, leafhoppers, plant bugs 
and aphids can all add additional stress to the crop. Especially monitor recently cut fields as 
increasing populations of these insects can quickly damage new plant regrowth. Management 
decisions must be made based on individual field conditions and potential return on investment 
related to cutting or insect control.  
 
More information on summer insect pest management on alfalfa can be found in CR-7150, Alfalfa 
Forage Insect Control, which can be obtained online at: 
http://pods.dasnr.okstate.edu/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-2364/EPP-7150web.pdf 
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The pesticide information presented in this publication was current with federal and state regulations at the time of printing. The user is responsible for 
determining that the intended use is consistent with the label of the product being used. Use pesticides safely. Read and follow label directions. The information 
given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended 
and no endorsement by the Cooperative Extension Service is implied. 

 
Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and regulations, does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, or status as a veteran, in any of its 
policies, practices or procedures. This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment, financial aid, and educational services. The Director of Equal 
Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078‐1035; Phone 405‐744‐5371; email: eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
non‐discrimination policies: Director of Equal Opportunity. Any person (student, faculty, or staff) who believes that discriminatory practices have been engaged in 
based on gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU’s Title IX Coordinator 405‐744‐ 
9154. 
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