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Wednesday through Friday (May 23-25) of last week, I was in western Oklahoma (Clinton 
area) and at field days in the panhandle at Goodwell and Hooker (Texas County), Keyes (Cimarron 
County) and Balko (Beaver County).  The only disease observed of significance was indicated by 
white heads in fields.  Often this was the result of Fusarium (dryland) root rot as reported in the 
last update (May 17, 2018).  In fields showing this root rot, the white heads and white tillers were 
scattered across the field with an incidence ranging from low to moderate (Figure 1).  Other fields 
in the panhandle exhibited large areas of not just white heads and tillers, but also white 
secondary tillers that had not headed.  In these fields, some root rot was found but Dr. David 
Marburger (OkSU Small Grains Extension Specialist) and I believe that many of the white 
tillers/secondary tillers were the result of drought, freeze, or a combination of both.  Often such 
tillers showed clean lower stems with no indication of root rot.  We believe these secondary tillers 
were completely white without heading because they were sloughed off as a result of the stress 
from drought, freeze, or a combination of both.  We suspect that more of these whiteheads will 
show in the coming week in northwestern OK and the panhandle, but the wheat crop is quickly 
turning and the whiteheads may not be as evident. 
  

This likely is the last update I will be sending out this season as harvest in the southern half 
of Oklahoma has started with the crop quickly maturing in the northern half. 
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Figure 1.  White heads of wheat due to root rot.  Typically the white heads are scattered in a field 
and can range from a low to high incidence.  Notice in the center photo just a few tillers of an 
individual plant are affected. [Credit for center photo to Brad Babek, County Educator, Washita 
County] 
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The pesticide information presented in this publication was current with federal and state regulations at the time of printing. The user is responsible for 
determining that the intended use is consistent with the label of the product being used. Use pesticides safely. Read and follow label directions. The information 
given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended 
and no endorsement by the Cooperative Extension Service is implied. 

 
Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and regulations, does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, or status as a veteran, in any of its 
policies, practices or procedures. This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment, financial aid, and educational services. The Director of Equal 
Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078‐1035; Phone 405‐744‐5371; email: eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
non‐discrimination policies: Director of Equal Opportunity. Any person (student, faculty, or staff) who believes that discriminatory practices have been engaged in 
based on gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU’s Title IX Coordinator 405‐744‐ 
9154. 

 
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director of Oklahoma 
Cooperative Extension Service, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma. This publication is issued by Oklahoma State University as authorized by the Vice 
President, Dean, and Director of the Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources. 
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