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What's Happening 
To Oklahoma's Farm Population ... 

The following conclusions, based on the population 
study reported. tn thts bulletin, are ctrawn trom the best 
data available without maktng a complete census. 
Some of the causes and conditions which need. to be 
taken into account are explained in the body of the 
bulletin. 

1. The farm population ot Oklaboma has CQme to a 
point at '*liihlic'''t'ur.ther· ,numerrc·ar as well as proportional 
decline is inevitable. How long this phase of the growth 
cycle may last, no one knows. However; it need not neces
sarily be a permanent trend and there is no reason for gloomy 
pessimism because of it. 

2. Despite a general downward trend in the size of the 
farm population in Oklahoma, the average number of persons 
on farms per farm has not changed to any important degree 
since about 1910. 

3. There was a decline between 1930 and 1940 of 24,149 in 
the number of farms, which ~Jone would account for a loss 
of 126,000 of the fat:Jll~.JJ9p.ulation during that period. It is 
significant that of tl1if'2'4;1li decrease in the number of farms 
in Oklahoma, 16,103 ·or<~86ci! peroent:.were formerly operated 
by share croppers, indicaUhgf that :most of the change which 
occurred was among the weaker economic groups of farmers. 

4. While both the total population and the farm popula
tion of Oklahoma declined between 1930 and 1940, that of the 
cities increased both in numbers and in proportion. 

5. Proportionately, the popUlation of the small towns and 
villages of Oklahoma has remained about at a standstill. 
Hence the little town has offered only a small outlet to peo
ple who desired to leave the farm for other employment. 

6. The distribution of the population between urban, small 
town and farming communities is a most important factor in 
understanding the social and economic life of the State be
cause it gives an idea of the social and economic division of 
labor which has been achieved. 

7. The indications are quite clear that farming, as a means 
of livelihood, has given much ground to non-agricultural em
ploYm-ent. Each succeeding . census of Oklahoma has shown 
a smaller proportion of people on farms than that preceding; 
and the number ·of· people ·working in agriculture decreased 
more rapidly between 1930 and 1940 than that of non-agrtcul~ 
tur.al workers incr.eq,sed. 
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8. The ratio of the total number of employed persons to 
total pepulatio:n··na.s 'not. changed ·greatly since 1900, which 
means that mechaniZation has not caused as much disloca
tion of labor, ,Jn the aggregate; a$ might.be s:npposed. 

9. The employment of women in Oklahoma has increased 
both -relatively and in total numbers since 1900, and un
doubtedly this has been both a result and a cause of the un
employment of men in many instances. 

10. The population of Oklahoma Js aging rapidly on an 
average. The proportion of children is decreasing while that 
of persons 65 years of age and over is increasing rapidly. 

11. The sex composition of the Oklahoma population, al
ways predominantly masculine, shows a decided trend toward 
numerical equality of males and 'females, for nearly all age 
groups. This is regarded as a sign of increasing maturity of 
the population pattern of the State as well as a tendency to
ward socioeconomic stabilization. 

12. The racial composition of the popUlation has become 
increasingly white, and native-born white. The Negro popu
lation has remained relatively stationary in Oklahoma almost 
from the beginning, while the enumerated Indian population 
has declined both in numbers and in proportion during late 
years. 

13. The white population of Oklahoma is now 99 percent 
native born. If the present trend continues, foreign born 
whites may become statistically extinct in the State by 1950. 
That is, they may comprise less than 0.1 percent of the total 
white population. There Js no way of knowing that this trend 
will continue. 

14. In Oklahoma nearly two-thirds of the Indian, about 
one-third of the Negro, and approximately two-fifths of the 
white population is located on farms. However, Negroes have 
shifted to cities more rapidly than whites since 1920. There 
is little shifting of the Indian population to cities, and prac
tically none to villages. 

15. Although the total population of Oklahoma was 
smaller in 1940 than in 1930, there were more married people 
in actual numbers as well as in proportion to population in 
1940 than in 1930. ThJs means that the loss of population has 
not yet brought disastrous effects upon the prospects for ade
quate natural increase. 

16. The number of marriageable males per 100 marriage
able females in the Oklahoma population decreased from 
156.2 in 1930 to 144.0 in 1940, which is to say that, statistically 
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at least, Oklahoma men have better opportunities for mar· 
riage than when women were relatively more scarce. 

17. Oklahoma is likely to experience a further decline 1n 
its population unless conditions favorable to the growth of 
population can be effected and maintained in the State in 
the near future. 

18. All evidences indicate that the general level of educa
tional achievement in Oklahoma is rising among all classes 
and races of the population, althouh there may remain some 
areas of limited educational opportunity. Trends cannot be 
cited, however, because there are no adequate data on this 
point for any census except 1940. 

Most of the figures given here are avallable by counties, 
and even in some instances by townships and cities. The cost 
of analyzing and publish1ng such facts for all the 77 counties 
of Oklahoma is prohibitive, but the county information is 
avallable upon request. 
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Recent Population Trends in Oklahoma 
By OTIS DURANT DUNCAN 

Professor of Sociology and Rural Life 

INTRODUCTION 

Importance of Population Study 

The present war has shown that the human population 
of a country is its most important asset. To make and execute 
intell1gent war plans, the government must know where peo
ple live, what sktlls they have, how old they are, how many 
families to support, how many can be mobilized for war and 
vital industries, and other facts about them. In a democracy, 
where the people are the government, these facts are likewise 
of importance to the everyday citizen. 

Population data has value, too, in private as well as in 
public affairs. Knowledge of whether a community is grow
ing, at a standstill, or declining in population is important 
from the standpoint of investment, of business prospects, and 
of opportunities for children. Whether a community is grow
ing or dying out makes considerable difference in the matter 
of buying, selling, or holding on to a farm in that community. 
The prices of farm products depend in part on the relation 
between the number of persons living on farms and producing 
crops and the number living in cities and consuming them. 
With a bigger percentage of the population living in cities, 
than on farms, there is more demand for the farmer's prod
ucts, and the volume of manufactured goods is increased so 
that the farmer may get them at a lower price. The reverse 
was true in the 1930's, when the movement of unemployed to 
farms reduced the number of city dwellers and low wages re
duced the ability of the remainder to buy farm products. 

To provide information on which puolic officials and 
private individuals in Oklahoma can base their plans for fu
ture action, the Oklahoma Agricultural Experiment Station 
maintains a continuous study of changes in the state's farm 
population. Federal censuses, taken ten years apart, rapidly 
lose their original reliability and dependability. Population 
changes often occur rapidly, due to discovery of oil, abandon
ment of old oil fields, the building of a highway or a bridge, 
a natural disaster such as a drouth or a flood, or numerous 
other causes. 

Thla publication represents a study made cooperatively by the Oklahoma Agricultural 
Experiment Station and the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, United States 
Department of Agriculture. 

[5] 
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Sources of Information 

Part of the information on population changes given in 
this bulletin was obtained by sending questionnaires to a large 
number of farmers in every county in Oklahoma. They were 
asked to report the number of births and deaths on their own 
and adjoining farms between January 1, 1941, and January 1, 
1942. They were also asked to give the number of persons 
who moved from these farms to cities and other farms, as well 
as the number who came to these farms from cities or from 
other farms during the year. These reports were checked 
against 1940 Census figures and annual vital statistics reports. 
They were also compared with a similar population survey made 
each year by the United States Department of Agriculture. 
School censuses and ration book applications (Book No. 1 up 
to May 1, 1942) were also consulted. All estimates are for 
the civ1llan popUlation only. It has been impossible to take 
into complete account the number of young people going into 
the armed services and their auxillaries, and the shifting of 
workers and their famllles to centers of war industry. 

RESIDENTIAL CHANGES OF OKLAHOMA POPULATION 

Oklahoma is now experiencing a period of change in its 
popUlation that is three fold: First, the total population of 
the State is declining so fast as to portend necessity for epoch
making socioeconomic readjustments for the near future; 
second, the farm population is declining both absolutely and 
relatively; and third, the combined population of the larger 
towns. and cities, as a rule, is increasing at about the same 
relative pace as the farm population is dimin1shing. The 
popul8.tion of the villages and hamlets has remained fairly 
constant proportionately to the total popUlation, at least for 
the past two decades. All this may be considered as an indi
cation that in the post-war future the most complex popula
tion problems of Oklahoma may be expected to arise both in 
the larger towns or cities and on the farms. 

Farm Population Changes 

The general trend of farm population throughout the 
United States since 1920 has been downward. Since 1932, the 
downward direction of the trend has been accelerated notice
ably. 
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Figure I.-Estimated Percentage of Change .In Total Ctv.lllan Population of Oklahoma, 1940 to 1942, 

Most of the changes shown on this map have occurred in Oklahoma since 19t0 has occurred in counties where 
since the entry of the United States into the war. Pop- for several years between 1930 and 1940 there were ser-
ulatlon Is increasing 1n the counties shown 1n white. In ious shortages of work opportunities and high propor-
all others, it Is decreasing; and the amount of decrease ttons of the population on relief. 
is shown by the shading. Most of the population increase 
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On January 1, 1933 the fann population of the United 
States stood at an estimated all-time peak of '32,083,000 per
sons, according to estimates of the United States Department 
of Agriculture. Since that time there has been a continual 
downward trend untll January 1, 1942 when, according to the 
same authority, it was 29,048,000 persons. Thls represents a 
decrease of 2,084,000 persons, or an average decline of 208,400 
persons per year for that decade. 

It is believed that the decline in numbers of persons on 
farms has been due in the main to the migration of farm 
people to cities. Whlle there was a decline in the number of 
births on farms from 1933 to 1942, the number of deaths de
clined even more rapidly, leaving a higher balance of births 
over deaths for 1941 than for any other year since 1932. In 
only one year since 1920 have farms gained more people than 
they lost through migration. That was in 1932, when farms 
gained 325,000 persons due to a favorable balance of city
farm migration. In 1941, the farms of thls country lost an 
estimated 1,357,000 persons in the exchange of residents with 
the cities, which was the greatest loss due to this cause that 
has occurred since 1920. 

In Oklahoma, the trend of the tarm population during 
recent years has been similar to that of the country as a 
whole. In 1920, the first time when the Census showed the 
farm population separately, the farm population of Okla
homa was 1,015,899 persons. In 1930 it was 1,021,174; but in 
1940 it had declined to 926,741 persons as of April 1 of that 
year. This is a loss of 94,333 in the number of people actu
ally on farms. Since 1940, surveys by the Oklahoma Agri
cultural Experiment Station and the United States Depart
ment of Agriculture indicate, the farm population of the 
state has decllned to 848,700 as of .January 1, 1942. This rep
resents a decline of approximately 78,000 persons between 
April 1940 and January 1942, and ls evidence of a rapid accel
eration in the rate at which the decline in farm population 
is taking place. Had the farm population of the State con
tinued to decllne through 1942 as rapidly as it did in 1941, by 
.January 1, 1943 it would have reached 804,000. This figure 
probably is not far from correct, since registrations for sugar 
rationing in 30 of the principally agricultural counties indi
cate declines in total population of 10 percent or greater 
between April 1, 1940 and May 1, 1942. Practically all the 
rural counties which experienced increases in population dur
ing this period have new war industries or heavy construction 
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work which would be expected to draw large numbers of peo .. 
pie off the farms in those counties. 

Although there has been an increasingly favorable bal· 
ance of births over deaths since 1935, both in the country as a 
whole and in Oklahoma, this has undoubtedly been strongly 
offset by the mobllization of young men and women in the 
armed forces and by the emigration of defense workers to 
other states where there are more war industries than in 
Oklahoma. No accurate estimate of the number of persons 
Oklahoma has sent into the armed forces is accessible at 
present, but it is known that the State ranks very high in the 
number of enlisted personnel relative to its population. 

On the basis of data obtained in the surveys by the 
Oklahoma Agricultural Experiment Statton and the U. S. De· 
partment of Agriculture, it is estimated that the rate of 
natural increase of the farm population of Oklahoma declined 
from 13.0 per 1,000 in 1940 to 11.1 per 1,000 in 1941. This es· 
timate is no doubt conservative. For the nation as a whole, 
the rate of natural increase for the farm population was 
15.2 per 1,000 in 1941 and 13.4 per 1,000 in 1940 according to 
computations made from estimates provided by the United 
States Department of Agriculture. 

It is rather unusual for Oklahoma to have a lower rate 
of natural increase than the average for the entire country, 
and the fact that it does signifies that the young adults are 
migrating out of the State, leaving older people behind. This 
has the inevitable effect of slowing down the rate of natural 
increase by decreasing the birth rate and somewhat increasing 
the death rate. 

The Oklahoma farm population has always maintained 
an almost constant relationship with the number of farms in 
the State (Table 1). When the total number of farms de
creased, the total number of people on the farms has also de
creased. This means that the size of the farm population in 
Okahoma is adjusted rather quickly -to the number of farms 
by the process of migration.* In other words, the ratio of farm 

• Prom 1900 to 1940 the average number of persons per farm Is 5.1 for the whOle 
period. Prom this it Is possible to sa:yo with reasonable accuracy that the typical 
Oklahoma farm has five persons living on 1t, and that variations above or 
below that number are probably r'!!sults of errors in enumeration, eomputatlo1111 
and other chance factors. One of the chief causes for variation is thst. 1n 
sor.le years the Cenws Is taken as of January 1. while In other years It Is 
taken as of April 1. This makes a difference because January Is a month 
during which there are few hired laborers on fal'Jil8, while April is a busy month 
when the number of workers needed on farms Is rising rapidly. 
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people to farm land in Oklahoma is not usually as erratic, 
variable, or unstable as might be supposed from the highly 
migratory population of the State.* 

Changes in Residence of Total Population 

Tile growth of villages, towns and cities is often related 
either positively or negatively with the movement of farm 
population. A fact that has been observed often is that cities 
and other non-farm centers of population grow rapidly during 
periods of economic prosperity. while in periods of adversity 
and social decay the farm population grows most rapidly. 

Table n shows the shifting numbers and proportions of 
the population of Oklahoma between different classes of com
munities from 1900 to 1940.** Tile most outstanding features 
of these data are: 

(1) Tile proportion of Oklahoma population living on farms 
has declined steadily since 1900, and the general trend in the 
actual size of the farm population has been downward with 
the sole exception of 1930. 

(2) Tile total population of the State increased continu
ally from 1900 to 1930, but declined slightly between 1930 and 
1940. 

(3) Tile proportion of the population of Oklahoma resid
ing in cities and towns of 2,500 inhabitants or larger has in
creased continually from '1.4 percent in 1930 to 3'1.'1 percent in 
1940. 

(4) Tile combined rural farm and urban populations of 
the State have comprised an almost constant proportion of 
the total population (about '18 percent) from 1900 to 1940, ex
cept for 1910 when the proportion these combined populations 
made of the total was 83 percent, and this exception may have 
been due to errors in estimates. 

(5) The small town and village population combined 
ranged from 10.5 percent to 15.0 percent of the total during 
the entire period since 1900. 

• The war and lts attenda:Dt dllltrubances have J)ftlbabl:v disrupted this relattCJIDS!ltp 
sreatl:v. The dlltU1'baDces from the war _,. be expected to Increase tn ICOPI 
and lntenalt:v for the duration of hoatnltlea and for some tlme afterward. 
Whlle It can be predicted wlth assurance that thla will happen, the extent of 
Ita Influence cannot be foreseen. 

•• In 1880, the census did not report the population of the Indl811 Territory, and 
115.1 percent of the popUlation of the Oll:lahoma terrltor:v was located either 
on far- or In unincorporated villages. The Census of 1890 Is the flrat 
complete enumeration for what Is now Ol<lahoma and the first to whleh the 
UBual desree of rellahlllty can be Imputed. 
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Table I.-Number of Farms, Farm Populatwn, and 
Persons per Farm in Oklahoma, 1900 to 1940. 

Number of Total farm Per1101111 per 
Census year• fa:rms population farm 

1940 179,687 926,741 5.2 
1935 213,325 1,015,562 4.8 
1930 203,836 1,621,174 5.0 
1925 197,218 925,690 4.7 
1920 191,988 1,015,899 5.3 
1910 .. 190,192 1,047,450 5.5 
1900 108,000 562,015 5.2 

• Censuses of the farm population are not altogether comparable with each other be
cause of two facts. Sometimes the enumeration Is made as of January 1, while 
In other cases It Is for April 1. In some IDstances all per1101111 living on farms 
are counted as fa:rm population, but In other cases onl:v thOse engaged In agri
culture are so counted. 

•• In 1800 and 1910 the Census recorded the number of farms but did not tabulate 
the rural farm population seperate from the rural population In general. The 
population figures given for these years are estimates. They a:re shown only for 
their value In Indicating trends. The data for other years are taken from 
the Census as given. 

Table 11.-Besidence of Oklahoma Population. 

Residence of 
population 1940 1930 1920 1910 1900 

Number of Persons in Census Year 
Total 2,336,434 2,396,140 2,028,283 1,657,155 790,391 
OVer 100,000 346,581 326,647 --·------ -------- --------
25,000 to 100,000 60,413 58,425 193,647 89,483 --------
10,000 to 25,000 233,521 168,698 123,617 79,383 20,043 
5,000 to 10,000 139,226 162,358 104,193 44,072 5,681 
2,500 to 5,000 99,922 105,553 118,023 107,217 32,693 
1,000 to 2,500 139,005 160,698 157,792 108,650 43,483 
Under 1,000 141,538 137,734 134,180 121,717 39,773 
UDincorporated 

vlllages* 249,487 254,853 180,932 59,183 86,703 
Rural fann 926,741 1,021,174 1,015,899 1,047,450 562,015 

Percent of Population in Census Year 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
OVer 100,000 14.8 13.6 
25,000 to 100,000 2.6 2.4 9.6 5.4 
10,000 to 25,000 10.0 7.0 6.1 4.8 u 
5,000 .to 10,000 6.0 6.8 5.1 2.7 0.7 
2,500 to 5,000 4.3 4.4 5.8 6.5 4.2 
1,000 to 2,500 5-9 6.7 7.8 6.6 5.5 
Under· 1,000 6.0 5.7 6.6 7.2 5.0 
UDincorporated 

vlllages• 10.7 10.7 8.9 3.6 11.0 
Rural fann 39.'1 42.7 50.1 63.2 71.1 

SOURCE: v. B. Census, except rural farm and unincorporated village population 
estimated for 1900 and 1910. 

• Population of unincorporated villages obtained b' BUbtractlng the sum of all other 
classes of population as given In the Census from the total population. Popula
tion of unincorporated villages Is not given separately by the Cenaus. 
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(6) It seems that, except for what have been due to errors 
in making estimates in 1910, the unincorporated vllla.ge popu· 
Iation ranges from 9 to 11 percent of the total. 

The small centers of population (all of those below 2,500 
inhabitants) when taken together have remained about at a 
standstill in prportion to the total population of the state. 
These smaller centers are in the middle ground between the 
farms and the larger centers. Probably the relative gains they 
make from exchange of population with the farms are offset 
by the proportionate losses they incur in their exchange of 
population with the larger towns and cities. 

The country town stands both socially and economically 
between the farm and the larger town or city. The countl'y 
trade center can flourish in business only to the extent that it 
can trade with the local farmers on the one hand and that it 
can obtain credit from the larger town on the other. It is an 
intermediary between farm and city, an agent of both the farm 
and the city. As long as the sum of the combined pressures 
upon it from the farm and the city remain about the same, it 
cannot grow very much, nor will it die out completely. The 
country town cannot obtain complete economic and social in
dependence from the farm on the one hand or from the city on 
the other. If it breaks its connection with either of them, it 
can adopt only one of two alternatives. It may either become 
a citr in its own right, or perish. 

Significance of Changes in Residence 

Once the settlement patterns of a populatin has been es· 
tablished, changes within it are of great importance. Schools, 
churches, governmental machinery, trade and economic rela
tionships, channels of communications such as highways and 
mail routes, services such as health and financial agencies, 
and systems of social interaction are established. All of these 
are gauged and scaled according to the size of the local popu
lation and the anticipated need for them. When unpredicted 
shifts of appreciable magnitude occur in the populatt.on, there 
are disturbances in the social system to which it is difficult to 
make immediate adjustments. In the areas which lose popu
lation rapidly, schools are often forced to close for want of 
pup1ls; roads are abandoned; local government units are ren
dered obsolete and insolvent for lack of support; bonds are 
sometimes defaulted; trai:le is broken up; and other signs of 
social decay, such as declining property values, neglect, and 
many forms of degeneracy become strongly evident. On the 
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other hand, the areas of absorption experience the confusing 
effects which go with congestion. Schools, hospitals, churches, 
theaters, and stores are frequently filled to the point of over
flowing. Public peace and safety are endangered; rents rise 
to prohibitive heights; transportation becomes difficult; epi
demics and diseases are likely to become numerous;. economic 
relationships are distorted, and a deceptive make-believe pros
perity supplants the accustomed healthy tenor of life. Human 
relations become increasingly indirect, superficial, impersonal, 
and mercenary where populations grow large with mushroom 
like rapidity. All this is to say that sudden shifts of popula
tion produce serious results at both the point of origin and of 
destination. 

Changes in Characteristics of the Population 

Several trends now occurring in the Oklahoma population 
will be accelerated by the war: 

First, the population is aging rapidly. 
Second, the proportion of males in the total population is 

decllning. 
Third, the cultural advancement of the population is be

ing accelerated. 
Fourth, there are important changes in the social compo

sition of the population. 
Fifth, widespread changes now going on in the employ

ment of the population in various industries of the State are 
likely to be sources of serious post-war readjustment problems. 

Occupations and Employment 

In Table m, the Census figures on employment since 1900 
are set forth by broad, inclusive occupational groups. Several 
important features of this table are worthy of note: 

First, the numb~r of persons employed and avaUable for 
employment in Oklahoma between 1930 and 1940 declined 2.8 
percent, from 828,029 to 804,582. * 

• A small part of this decrease Is accounted for by the fact that the 1930 Census in
cludes persons 10 years of age or over who were gainfully employed while the 1940 
Census Includes only th011e who were 14 years of ase or over. The differences 
caused by this change In the minimum age for p011slble employment Is not u sre• 
aa might be supposed because of the tendency of all forms of lndustr,o after 
1930 to limit employment to persons who were at least 14 :r- of ap. Tile 
prolongation of the period of school1ng, labor reforms, and the oppOII!Uon of older 
workers to the employment of child labor were In a large measure responsible fw 
this ch1mge so that .the age of 14 represented the beglnn1ng of employment In 1940 
about as completely as did the age of 10 In 1930 and before, ezcept pOBBibly 1n 
agriculture where younger children are stm employed as unpaid family laborers. 
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Second, the number of persons employed or seeking work 
in agriculture decreased from 305,986 1n 1930 to 234,288 1n 1940, 
or by approximately 23.4 percent. Of the 234,288 persons above 
14 years of age who were either employed or seeking employ
ment 1n agriculture in 1940, 6.8 percent or 15,963 were unem
ployed. In other words, the decl1ne of employment 1n agricul
ture between 1930 and 1940 was over three times as great as 
the average decline for all occupations 1n the State, which is 

Table 111.-Gain/ti.l Workers ana Gainjvlly Employea Popula
tion in Oklahoma, Accoraing to Occupational Classes.* 

Occupational 
01- lHO•• 1110 lllaO 1910 tteo 

Number Employed or Ill Labor ,..,. Ill ea.. Y-.r 
All occupations 804,582 828,1)29 681,428 598,629 268,269 
.Agriculture 234,288 305,986 306,493 336,274 186,704 
Trade and 

transport. 175,442 159,510 108,258 72,502 22.411 
l\lfg. and mech. 

Jndustry 
Dom. and 

109,589 105,820 104,785 68~64 15,275 

pers. service 
Eztracttve 

68,975 71,119 42,398 33,986 27,400 

Jndustry 40,270 60,210 38,349 10,460 4,201t 
Professional 79,660 49,226 34,275 30,489 9,520 
Not reported 96,358 76,158 46,870 48,655 758 

Percent Employed or In Labor Foree In Ceusus Year 
All occupations 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Agriculture 29.1 37.0 45.0 57.8 70.1 
Trade and 

.transport. 21.8 19.3 15.9 12.1 u 
Mfg. and mecb. 

Jndustry 13.6 12.8 15.3 11.0 6.8 
Dom. and pera. 

service 8.6 8.5 6.3 5·8 10.3 
Extractive industry 6.0 7.3 5.6 1.7 1.6t 
Professional 9.9 5.9 5.0 3.4 3.5 
Not reported 12.0 9.2 6.9 8.2 0.3 

BOUBOES: 18th Oeneua of the 11. s. OltlaAomG, Population 81'11 Serfu, Table J. 17; 
Okla. Agrt. Bsp. Bta. Bul. No 22f, p. :a. · 

• Olaeeee shown In the table lnt'lude: 
AgTiculture: AU aarlcultural occupatloDB. 
Trade and Trausportatlon: Trade, transporta*iou, finance, Jnsurance, and real 

estate. 
:U:anufacturlnc and Mechanical Industry: :U:anufacturlnc, coust:uctton, and re

pairs. 
Domeetlc and PerBODal Bervlce: AU domeetlc and penonal 88rvlee8; amuae~n' 

and recreatlou. 
Profeulonat: AU profe88loual servlcea and cove~nt emplo;vea. 
Rot Reponed: Industry· not reported. Emergency. workers, WPA, RYA, etc., 

(83,809) · and new workera securing work (8,1131) I.Doluded In labor force for 
11~. 

•• 18411 flcures an for peraous 14 ye81'11 of age aDd over, and ~elude the "labor force," 
l. e. employed and seeklng work, which maba tile total larger than the DIUDber 
actually employed. ThlB f1aure la used to glve comparablltty wlth prevtou Je&r& 
which Include perSODS 10 J881'11 of aae or over who were p.lDfully em,ploJed. 

t Includes those In mines and quarrlu only. 
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highly indicative of the seriousness of the agricultural situ
ation at the outbreak of the present war. 

Third, if those engaged in miscellaneous occupations are 
excepted, because of their indefinite status, the number of per 
sons employed 1n and seeking work 1n the principal urban oc
cupations increased from 445,885 in 1930 to 473,936 1n 1940, a 
gain of 6.3 percent. That is not to say urban employment im
proved, for out of the urban group in 1940, 44,473 or 9.2 percent 
were unemployed and seeking work. In the miscellaneous 
urban or nonfarm occupations, including emergency workers, 
NYA, WPA, and the like, there were 96,358 persons, only 10,951, 
or 11.2 percent of whom were employed. In other words, the 
improvement, in nonagricultural employment, even when 
specif1'ed occupations are taken into account, showed little evi
dence of any improvement. 

Fourth, the decline in the number of persons employed in 
agriculture has been accompanied by a decline in the propor
tion of all workers who were engaged in agriculture. This is 
a significant trend because it involves a counterpart in the 
relative growth of nonagricultural occupations 1n Oklahoma. 

The 1940 situation can be understood more clearly by a 
closer examination of the figures in Tables IV and V. 

Table IV shows number of workers 14 years of age or over 
employed or seeking work in Oklahoma on April 1, 1940, the 
date of the last Census. Every occupational class had a 
larger number of workers available than were actually em
ployed in it, but the proportionate excess of workers was 

Table IV.-Workers14 Years of Age and. Over Employed. in 
Labor Force in Oklahoma. 1940.* 

l'uwll' or.,. Occupational - ofJIIIMW Cl- .. llllllll"d I.aiiM farce to--
All occupations 858,'lll8 806.Ii82 21.1 
Agrlculture 218,325 234,288 7.3 
Trade and transporta.tlon 163,969 175,442 7.0 
Manufacturing and mech. 

industry 91,709 109,589 19.5 
Domestic and personal service 61,576 68,975 12.0 
Extractive industry 77,200 79,660 3.2 
Professional 35,009 40,2'70 15.0 
Not reported 10,951 96,358 779.9 

BOOROB:: u. B. Census, Population, Oklahoma liND, 2nd Berlea, Table 18; 8rd ..._ 
Tables 1, 1'1. 

• For definition of occupational cl-, aee f00$note (•) to Table m. p. 1,, 
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greatest in manufacturing and construction industries, do
mestic and personal service, and the extractive industries (ex
cept, of course the miscellaneous group). The professions had 
the smallest excess of workers, whUe the trade and transpor
tation and the agricultural classes were second and third low
est respectively in the proportion of excess workers. These 
facts support the statement previously made that the employ
ment situation in cities and nonagricultural occupations 
showed little improvement over agriculture up to the begin
ning of the war. This was probably a repercussion of the 
drastic curtailment of farm production, the Increased mechan
ization of farm processes, and other changes which took place 
in agriculture between 1930 and 1940. 

From the beginning of the depression of 1930-35 up to 
1933, there was a tendency for unemployed city people to re
turn to the farms in increasing numbers and for those on 
farms who ordinarily would have gone to the cities to remain 
at home in larger proportions than usual. Thus the farms 
were compelled to bear increasing shares of responsibllity for 
absorbing the unemployed. After 1933, the balance of the 
farm-city migration turned in favor of the cities; and at the 
beginning of the present war the cities found themselves in 
the positon of having to absorb increasing amounts of the 
excess of agricultural population. 

Table V gives the relation of the number of workers em
ployed to the size of the population. These figures show that 
since 1900 the number of employed workers in Oklahoma 
has remained almost constant in relation to the general popu
lation. In 1940, of course, the Census figure relates to the 
labor force and not to the actually employed population. 
That there was one potential worker for each 2.9 persons in 
the general population, although there was one employed 
worker for each 3.5 persons, indicates that the depression did 

1940* 
1930 
1920 
1910 
1900 

• In 

Table V.-Population per Worker and Ratio of Male 
to Female Workers in Oklahoma. 

Population per Population per Ratio of male to 
Census year employed worker female worker female workers 

2.9 14.9 4.1 
2.9 18.6 5.4 
3.0 21.4 6.3 
2.8 22.1 7.1 
3.0 35.2 9.7 

labor force. Of the actually employed, there was one worker for each 3.5 
persona In the total population. 
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not distort greatly the structure of the employment pattern. 
Had there been a great change in the proportion of unemploy
ables, this ratio would not have shown the same degree of com
parability with the corresponding figure for previous years as 
it actually shows. By January 1, 1943 it is probable that the 
discrepancy between the labor force and the employed popu
lation of Oklahoma had been reduced to a very small figure. 
It does not seem Hkely that at any previous time in the history 
of the State has it had as nearly a condition of complete em
ployment as during the first quarter of 1943. 

Table V also shows significant changes in the proportions 
of men and women in the labor force in Oklahoma. In 1900, 
there were 9.7 gainfully employed males to each gainfully em
ployed female worker. By 1940 this ratio was reduced to 4.1. 
It is not possible to say how much further the figure has been 
reduced by the war, although there can be little doubt of great 
reduction. Managers of the new war industries being located 
in Oklahoma, especially those of large scale, predict that when 
their plants reach the peak of their production at least two
thirds or three-fourths of their employees will be women. 

Another way to estimate the growing importance of women 
in Oklahoma industry is by computing the ratio of population 
per woman worker. In 1900 there was one gainfully em
ployed woman for each 35.2 persons in the total population 
while in 1940 there was one to each 14.9 persons. In other 
words, the proportionate employment of women in Oklahoma 
more than doubled between 1900 and 1940. 

Age 

The age compositon of the population of Oklahoma for 
each Census year of record is shown in Table VI. Several 
important changes are shown: 

First, there has been a definite decline since 1890 in the 
proportion of the population under 15, and particularly of 
those under 5 years of age. Conversely, there has been a 
considerable increase in the percentages of the population in 
the older age groups and the higher the age limits, the greater 
the proportionate increases have been. (Table VU.) Three 
facts account for this aging of the Oklahoma population: (1) 
The birth rate has declined; (2) the average expectancy of 
life has increased; and, (3) the young adult population which 
settled Oklahoma just before and immediately after 1890 has 
become old. In addition, there may have been some migra
tion of older people into the State during this time. Further-
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more, it is an established fact that the population of the 
United States as a whole is becoming older on an average, 
and the age trend in Oklahoma is a part of this general 
movement. 

The aging of the population in general, has had several 
effects. First, it tends to slow down the geographic move
ments, because older people are less migratory than those 
who are younger. Second, as a population grows older, the 
attitudes tend to become more fixed and conservative. This 
probably has contributed somewhat to a decrease 1n agitation 

7"able VI.-Age Distributton of Oklahoma Population. 
<Percent of population.) 

Ap 
group 1940 1930 11120 1810 1900 1880° 

All ages 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Oto 4 9-4 11.0 12.5 14.6 15.0 14.2 
5 to 9 9.7 11.9 12.9 13.1 14.0 13.6 

10 to 14 10.2 10.8 12.2 11.2 12.3 11.2 
15 to 19 10.3 10.5 10.3 10.5 10.6 8.7 
20 to 24 8.5 9.6 9.0 9.6 9.3 9.5 
25 to 29 8.1 8.2 8.2 8.4 8.2 9.2 
30 to 34 7-6 7.2 6.8 7.0 6.6 8.2 
35 to 39 6.9 6.7 6.6 6.3 5.6 6.7 
40 to 44 5.9 5.6 5.2 4.8 4.9 5.4 
45to49 5.4 4.8 4.6 3.8 4.0 4.6 
50 to 54 4.6 4.1 3.6 3.6 3.3 3.5• 
55 to 59 3.9 3.2 2.6 2.5 2.2 2.2 
60 to 64 3-1 2.4 2.1 1.8 1.5 1.4 
65 to 69 2.7 1.7 1.5 1.2 1.0 0.8 
70 to 74 1.7 1.2 0.9 0.7 0.5 0.4 
75andover 1.7 1.2 0.8 0-6 0.4 0.2 
Not reported 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.3 

SOURCE: 18th Census of U. B. PopulGti<m, lind Series Oklahoma 1840, Table 8, p. lT. 
• Does not Include the population of Indian Temtorr or of Indian reeervatlolq. 

Percentages are not shown when leu than 0.1. 

Table VI I.-Oklahoma Population of Known Age 65 Years 
Old or Over, bl/ Census Years. 

Pel'IIODB 81 Percent of lD-
Census 7ear• 7ears of 111e creaee over last Percent of tobl 

or over enumeration population 

1940 144,934 49.6 6.1 
1930 96,888 49.6 4.1 
1920 64,772 57.6 3.2 
1910 41,105 16'7.9 2.5 
19(10 15,379 1.9 

• 1890 lB omitted because the Census of that 7ear eacluded Indian Terrltorr and 
popullltlon on Indian reeervatloaa, which renders the data reported lncompar-
able wlth subsequent 7ears. 
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Figure 2.-sex and Ace Composition of the 

The age pyramids are fairly blunt at the top, due to 
a rapid increase in the •proportiOn of aged people in· the 
total population in recent years (See P88tl 17). In the 
younger adult ages, in most coun~. the pyramidS bulge 
to the left because of the heavy prepon4erance of males 
over fema.le8. In the older age periods, tbJa male ex~ 

Total Population of Oklahoma in 1940. 

ces.s fs less pronounced. OrdinWlly, females would out
number male8. in the old age groups; but in Oklahoma 
this 1s not the case beca.Ul!e of the much larger propor
tion of males who· came to the St8.t& d~ the period 
of settlement. 
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for the impeachment of public officials, an increased con
servatism in regard to the adoption of referenda, and to other 
manifestations of growing maturity which have characterized 
the administration of affairs, particularly publiC- education, in 
the State during recent years. Third, the aging of the popu
lation is one of perhaps many factors which exert a depress
ing influence upon the crude birth rate because it increases 
the proportion of people of non-childbearing age in the total 
population. Also, it becomes ultimately a factor in the raising 
of the death rate in the adult population, especially from 
causes that are associated with advanced age. Fourth, it in
creases the number and proportion of the population apply
ing for old age assistance.* 

Sex Ratio 

The sex composition of a population has an important 
bearing upon many phases of life. Usually, in a newly settled 
area, such as Oklahoma, there are many more males than fe
males in the population. This holds true for mining and 
lumbering communities, and for agricultural regions as well 
as for new settlements generally. Oklahoma is a relatively 
new area and its economy is characterized by a considerable 
amount of mining, agriculture, and lumbering. Hence, the 
State has had a tremendously large proportion of males in 
its population. This excess of males has had a depressing 
effect upon the birth rate, and it has also held up the death 
rate because in nearly all ages of life the incidence of deaths 
among males is greater than among females. This condition 
has induced a great deal of strain upon the family institu
tion, since the population has had to absorb a large propor
tion of unmarried men, and no doubt, this is one reason why 
Oklahoma has ranked near the top of all the states in its 
divorce rate. In addition, the heavy predominance of males 
in the population undoubtedly has contributed greatly to its 
reputation as a state of high mobility. 

Table VIII shows the number of males to 100 females in 
the Oklahoma population for each Oens~ year beginning with 

• An Instance In which the aging of the populatloa hu liven rise to a practiCIIl 
problem In public admlnletratlon may be cited at this point. When the publ1c 
assistance program began operation In Okl&homa toward the end of 1938 and 
the begtnning of 193'1, otflclals were surprised to receive more requests for old 
age assistance than the census of 1930 Indicated there should have been. The 
reason for this was that the number and proportion of persons 85 years of age 
or over were Increasing with unpredictable rapidity. A similar Ulustratlon may 
arise In determining the available man power or the military strength of the 
population. It Ia a phase of papulation on which study must be continual beca
age composition ehanges evsry day. 
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Fipre 3.-Ap and Sex Composition of the Urban Population of Oklahoma. in 1940. 

The heavy predominance of females in the early 
adult years of life, and the small proportions of children, 
are indications of how the city population is built up 
largely by the migration of country people to the urban 

centers. An urban center, according to the Census. is 
one with 2,500 or more inhabitants. Several Oklahoma 
counties have no urban centers. 
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1890. From these data it may be readily observed that during 
the period of rapid settlement Oklahoma was populated more 
largely by males than by females. This was true for practic
ally all groups. The great preponderance of males over fe
males in the State has been due to sex selection in migration, 
and not to death rates more favorable to males than to fe
males as might be inferred from the figures. It can be seen 
plainly that as the population matures the excess of males 
over females declines. Just as migration brought more males 
than females into Oklahoma prior to 1910 it is now taking out 
of the State relatively more males than females. Actually in 
1940, there were fewer males than females in the age groups 
from 20 to 40 years, which is the most active and productive as 
well as the most migratory period of human life, both biologic
ally and economically. This is an age period in which a loss of 
male population may give rise to a serious depletion of man
power. It means that there are relatively fewer producers of 
wealth than previously 1n proportion to the number of persons 
who produce comparatively little of what they consume. It 
places the burden of caring for the aged and helpless upon the 
shoulders of fewer people who are left to carry it. This is a 
problem that is entitled to grave consideration at~ close of 
the war when the rehabilitation process Js undertaken. 

Table VIII.-Number ot Males to 100 Females in Oklahoma 
Population of Known Age, by Age Groups. 

Age 
IP'OUP 1940 1930 1820 1810 1800 18110 

All ages 102.4 106.1 109.0 113-7 115.8 128,2 
oto 4 103.6 102.9 103.3 103.2 102.1 109.0 
5 to 9 103.3 103.1 101.7 103.2 103.5 108.2 

10 to 14 103.0 102.9 103.6 104.5 105.7 106.5 
15 to 19 101.8 100,2 99.6 104.4 105.2 97.8 
20 to 24 97.7 98.2 99.1 105.4 109.7 114.8 
25 to 29 94.6 99.3 101.9 112·0 110.2 141.3 
30 to "34 96.9 102.9 105.3 118.9 129.2 159.8 
35to39 97.6 105.8 115.2 126.5 138.8 160.9 
40 to 44 102.4 109.8 11'7.3 130.9 150.3 155.5 
45 to 49 103.2 111.2 131.9 134.2 143.5 178.1 
50 to 54 107.3 126.2 147.0 163.9 151.0 181.8 
55 to 59 107.9 129.1 14'7.0 155.0 143.9 201.8 
60to64 112.3 133.3 1~.4 151.0 144.8 217.5 
85 to 69 115·6 132.9 143.2 140.3 153.7 184.8 
70 to 74 120.3 134.0 138.7 137.7 140.3 187.8 
75 and over 118.1 121.0 118.1 122.9 114.9 110.0 

SOURCE: 11Jth Census of U. B. PopvlGfkm, 2nd Series, Oklahoma, 11140, Table e. 
p. 1'1. 
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The rural nonfarm population includes primarily 
the population of incorporated villages of less than 
2,500 inhabitants. One feature of tb1s map 1s the ir
regularity of the pyramids. The extreme distortion of 
the pyramid in Comanche County 1s a result of the loca
tion of the army post at Fort Sill. with its large number 

of young men, espec1al1y in the 20 to 24 year age group. 
Whlle the rural nonfarm population contains a larger 
proportion of children than the urban centers. the indi
cations are that there 1s a deficit of young children in 
this class of the population. 
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While tbe excess of males over females Is declining, as a 
general rule, at all ages of the Oklahoma population, it Is 
decreasing most rapidly between the ages of 40 and 75 years, 
with the decrease being accelerated as age advances up to 75 
years. The smallness of the number of persons over 75 years 
of age renders the computations for that group somewhat un
reliable. However, the fact that there is a reversal of tendency 
for this extreme age group is indicative of a very high death 
rate for old men relative to that of old women. 

In general, the indications are, barring the unpredictable 
influence of the present war upon the age and sex structure of 
the population, that in the not too distant future there will be a 
still further equalization of the numbers and proportions of 
the sexes in the Oklahoma population. 

Unless some unforeseen immigration takes place to offset 
its influence, it may be expected that the crude death rate fD 
Oklahoma will rise appreciably within a very few years. The 
facts that old people have increased proportionately in the 
total population and that a disproportionate number of the old 
people are men, among whom the death rate is relatively high 
under any circumstances, can lead only to this result. There
after, when the sex proportions approximate equality, the 
death rate will diminish again until it reaches a minimum and 
will remain fairly uniform, as long as it is not accelerated by 
some radical change in the population structure. 

The balancing of the sexes, which, in part, will be a func
tion of the death rates in the older age groups, will have the 
effect of increasing the potential, if not the actual, crude birth 
rate, because it will make it possible for a larger proportion of 
the total population to marry and to have chUdren. 

Racial Composition 

While Oklahoma is a state which has an overwhelmingly 
white population, it has a large proportion of all the Indians in 
the United States and an appreciable minority of Negroes. 
Other racial groups are of negligible statistical importance. 
About one-tenth of one percent o~ all the Indians in Oklahoma 
were born outside the United States, and an equally small pro
portion of the Negroes in the State are of foreign birth. The 
white population of Oklahoma has been drawn from all parts 
of the United States, but mostly from Kansas, Missouri, Ar• 
kansas, and Texas.* 

• It Is Impossible to show the state of birth of the population of 1940 because the Census 
does not give data on this point as It did In previous years. This has been sum
marized for all years for which tbe figures are avaUable 1n another study 
(Oklahoma Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletin 234, 11135, pp. 8-11). 
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Figure 5.-Age and Sex Composition of the 

The striking features of this map are: (1) The bases 
of the pyramids are wide, indicating a large proportion 
of children in the population; (2) the pyramids show a 
preponderance of weight on the left, indicating a much 
larger proportion of males than of females in the popu
lation; and (3) the earlier adult and middlea.ge sections 
Q:f the pyramid4 ~e oft~ hoUowed out, 1ndiqatin~ tba,1; 

Rural Farm Population of Oklahoma in 1940. 

large numbers of the population in those age groups have 
migrated away from the farms. The pyramids in most 
counties are broad and flat on top, which means that old 
people remain on the farm and that the expectancy of 
life for the farm population is greater than for other 
population groups. 
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Table IX.-Racial Composition of Oklahoma Population, 
by Census Years. 

1\aclal 
group 1940 1930 1920 1810 1900 1880 

Number of Persons 
Total 2,336,534 2,396,060 2,028,267 1,657,155 790,391 258,644 
White 2,104,228 2,130,778 1,821,194 1,444,531 67(},204 172,554 
Negro 168,849 172,198 149,408 137,612 55,684 21,609 
Indian 63,125 92,725 57,337 74,825 64,445 64,456 
Other 332 359 328 187 58 25 

Percent of Total Population 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
White 90.1 88.9 89.8 87.2 84.8 66.7 
Negro 7.2 7.2 7.4 8.3 7.0 8.4 
Indian 2.7 3.9 2-8 4.5 8.2 24.9 
Others• 

SOURCE: 16th Oens1l8 of u. 8. Oklahoma, PopulAtion, 2nd Series, 1940, Table 4. 
• Percentqes amaller than 0.1 percent are not shown. 

The racial composition of the Oklahoma population 1s 
shown in Table IX. The main points to be noted are: 

First, the proportion of whites in the total population of 
the State has increased, with negligible exceptions, from 1890 
to 1940. 

Second, the proportion of Negroes in the population has 
remained almost stationary, at least for all practical purposes, 
although the actual number of Negroes increased from 1890 
to 1930, but decreased between 1930 and 1940. 

Third, the proportion of Indians has decreased markedly, 
athough there were almost as many Indians in the State in 
1940 as in 1890. The number of Indians varies erratically 
between census years, but the reason for this variation 1s un
known.* 

Fourth, both the Negro and the Indian are fa111ng to show 
as great genetic increase relative to numbers as the white race 
has experienced. 

Not only has the white race had a greater relative in
crease of numbers than either Negros or Indians, but the 
proportion of native whites in the total white population 

• A 11kel:v reason for It may be that some persons of mixed IDdian and White bolocl JDa:V 
not have themselves enumerated conslstentlJ. It ma:v be thllt chlldren of the older 
IDdlans, specifically those of mixed blood, have a preference toward being enum· 
erated as whites. The Indian population Is known to have a high note of natural 
Increase, and to be less Inclined toward mtgrattoo tban the wbtte populattoo. It 
seBIDII lQilcal to suppose, In Ule absence of proof, that 111uch of Ule variation 1D 
the numbers of Indians arises from a lack of conslstenc:v or regularity. In their 
classlf1catlon of the ceDSUS enumerator11. 
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(Table X) has also increased steadily. However, there was 
never any appreciable number of foreign-born whites in the 
State. 

That the rural areas have even larger proportions of native 
born whites than the city population is also shown in Table X. 
It is a fact well known to rural sociologists, and students of 
population generally, that rurality is generally associated with 
homogeneity or similarity while urbanity is correlated with 
heterogeneity or lack of similarity of population. This principle 
holds true for Oklahoma, even with the very small proportions 
of non-native whites which are found in the State. 

Table XI was compiled to see if the principle of greater 
uniformity in rural than in urban population is supported by 
racial selection. The table shows that the rural areas, both 
farm and non-farm, contain larger proportions of Negroes 
and Indians than the cities, and hence, slightly smaller pro
portions of white people than the urban communities. This 
does not militate against the principle of uniformity o! rural 
population characteristics, because both Indians and Negroes 
have an ancestral tradition in favor of the open country. 
The American Indian has never been a city dweller, and only 
in comparatively recent years has the Negro begun to show a 
marked preference for cities. It is the white race that has 
made the cities of the United States, and it is largely the 
white population of which it has been said that variation and 
differences exist in greater degrees in the city than in the 
countrY. 

The rural non-farm, or village, population has remained 
practically unchanged in racial composition (Table XII), and 
contains about the same proportion of each race as is con
tained in the total population. 

Table X.-Percentage of Native-born Whites in the Total 
White Population of Oklahoma, by Census Years. 

Census Rural 
year Total UrbiiD Non-farm Rural 

1940 99.0 98.7 99.1 99.3 
1930 98.6 98.2 98.5 98.9 
1920 97.7 97.1 97.1 98.5 
1910 97.2 95.9 • • 
1900 97.0 96-4 • • 
SOURCE: 16th Censu• of u. 8. Population, 2nd Series. Oklahoma. 1940. Tablel 4 

and &; llri4., 1930, Table 2. 
• Daa for rural non.,rarm and rural farm popula.tlon are not given separately by t!W 

Censu for 1910 BDd 1900. 
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Table XI -Percentage Distrtbutton ot Population Classes by 
Race in Oklahoma in Diflerent Census Years. 

<Percent of population class) 

Census year 
and Racla1 Rural non- RUral 

group Total Urban farm farm 

1940 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
White 90.1 90.1 91.4 89.3 
Negro 7.2 9.0 5.7 6.4 
Indian* 2.7 0.9 2-9 4.3 

1930 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
White 88.9 89.9 91.5 86.7 
Negro 7.2 8.3 4.5 7.8 
Indian* 3.9 1.8 4.0 5.5 

1920 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
White 89.8 90.2 92-0 88.6 
Negro 7.4 8.9 5.0 7.7 
Indian* 2.8 0.9 3.0 3.7 

SOURCE: 18th census of U. B. Population, 2nd Series, Oldahoma, 11140. Table I. 
• other racial groups amounting to less than 0.1 percem of the ~ pop111at.lon 11ft 

Included with Indians by the Censua In thla breakdown; hence \he pi'CIJIOrUGDI 
are virtually unchanged by their lnclualon. 

Table Xll.-Dtstributton of Racial Groups by Populatton Class 
in Oklahoma; by Census Years, 1920 to 1940.* 

<Percent of racial RTouo> 

Census Year 
and Popu-
latlon OlaiiS White Negro IndJIIZL** 

1940 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Urban 37.6 37.7 4'1-2 12.1 
Rural nonfarm 22.7 23.0 17.9 24.5 
Rural farm 39.7 39.3 34.9 63.4 

1930 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Urban 34.3 34.7 39.4 16.0 
Rural nonfarm 23.1 23.7 14-4 24.0 
Rural farm 42.6 41.6 46.2 60.0 

1920 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Urban 26.5 26.7 32.1 9.0 
Rural nonfarm 23.4 23.9 15.7 24.9 
Rural farm 50.1 49.4 52.2 66.1 

SOUROll:: 18th census of u. B. Population, 2nd Series, Oklahoma, liMO. Tablee " 
and S. 

• This comparison cannot be carried baclc of 1920 because the earlier censuses did not 
sbow the rural farm and rural non-farm populations aeparately. 

•• Other racial groups amounting to 18118 than 0.1 percent of the total population are 
Included with Indians by the Census In thle breakdown; hence the proportlonB 
are virtually unchanged by their Inclusion. 
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Although the process of urbanization is affecting all races 
to some extent, Negroes are being absorbed by the cities more 
rapidly than Indians (Table XII). There are at least two 
groups of speculative reasons for the rapid urbanization of the 
Negro in Oklahoma: 

First, the mechanization of agriculture, the reduction in 
the number of farms, in some sections of the State the en
largement of the farm unit aided by mechanization, the re
duction ~f acreages planted to cotton, and other changes in 
the agricultural system of the State have exerted strong pres
sures upon the poorer classes of farmers generally, i. e., those 
in the lower economic strata, and upon the Negro farmer in 
particular. 

Second, the Negro has advanced culturally at a rapid pace 
of late years. Negro businesses in cities have increased in 
numbers; public relief programs have been centered in cities; 
and the Negro has begun to seek aggressively a higher standard 
of living, the pursuit of which has led him to the cities. 

The external evidences seem to indicate that the Negro 
has sought to adopt a pattern of living which is as closely sim
ilar to that of the white population as it is possible for him to 
achieve. He has been swept into the cities by forces much the 
same in kind as have drawn the white population to the cities. 
The Indian, on the other hand, has remained rural because 
he has had land and has beel) under some degree of supervision 
by Government agencies. The Indian has not learned the 
skills required in urban industry, and has not freed himself 
from the lure of the open spaces with the same degree of 
abandon as has characterized either the Negro or the white 
race. In other words, his land, his ancestral mode of life, 
and his reluctance to adopt the complexities of urban life 
have served as bonds which have tended to hold the Indian 
to the country. The Negro has not had these same bonds in 
the same degree of intensity, and has felt less restraint in 
going to the city. The white population, since white men made 
the cities, has had a strong yearning for them as well as 
finding in them a multiplicity of opportunities for capitalizing 
upon its various talents. 

Marital Condition 

It is important to know the proportions of a population 
commonly referred to as single, married, widowed, and di
vorced. This gives information upon the extent of the family 
institution throughout the population. While married pairs 
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do not comprise famllles in the strictest sense of the term, 
they constitute the foundations upon which families are 
built. They indicate the importance of the famlly framework 
to society. The proportions of the population Widowed and 
divorced are indexes of family breakdown. The proportion 
of an adult population single, or never married, may indicate 
the presence of economic, racial, or other barriers to marriage. 
One of the best, if not the best, indications of the socioeco
nomic stabiUty is the proportion of a population of marriage
able age who are actually Uving in the married state. Insan
Ity, crime, suicide, and other indexes of socloeeonomlc Insta
bility are practically always found in the greater relative fre
quency among the single, Widowed, and divorced segements 
of a population than among those who are married. 

The martial condition of Oklahoma population 15 years of 
age and over 1s shown 1n Table XIII. These data show that 
the proportion of the male population married Increased be
tween 1930 and 1940, although that of the female population 

Table XIII.-Marttal Concliticms of Oklahoma Population 
15 Years of Age ancl Over. 

<Percent of eaeh sex> 

Karttal statue MALES PBIIAL'B8 
and Popula-

tlonCla11 1940 1930 11140 11130 

State 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Single 29.5 30.9 20.9 21.3 
Married 64.3 61.4 65.2 67-2 
Widowed 4.4 4.8 11.4 9.5 
Divorced 1.8 2.9 2.5 2.0 

Urban 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Single 25-7 2'1.9 21.1 23.5 
Married 67.4 65.3 6U 63.9 
Widowed 4.3 4.4 13.7 10.6 
Divorced 2.6 2.4 4.0 2.0 

Rural Nonfarm 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Single 29·5 29.0 19.9 19.3 
Married 64.0 64.7 65.3 68.7 
Widowed 4.7 4.7 12.7 10.4 
Divorced 1.8 1.6 2.1 1.6 

Rural Fann 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Single 33.2 34.6 21.2 22.5 
Married 61·5 59.8 70.1 69.9 
Widowed 4.3 4.6 7.8 6.8 
Divorced 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.8 

BOURCIBS: ''CharacterlstiCil of Oklahoma Populatlcm by Age," u. B. ]Jureau of the 
Census, Berles P. 17, no. 20, Peb. 12, 11143. llith Census of u. B. POPulMioD B'al1e-
tln, 2nd Series, OklahOma, 1980, Table 8. 
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declined slightly. This, as will be explained more fully later 
on, is what should have happened because the excess of males 
over females has declined. In the urban population a higher 
proportion of males than of females are married, because there 
are more females than males in the urban population. In both 
the rural farm and the rural nonfarm populations, where there 
are more males than females, the proportions of males mar
ried are lower than for females. Generally there are more 
single males than females in all reslden tial classes of the pop
ulation. This is due largely to the fact that males postpone 
marriage longer than females, and to the further fact that 
there are more males than females in the population. In the 
past, also, males have migrated into the State in larger pro
portions than females, especially at the ages at which people 
are most likely to marry. The greater proportion of widowed 
females than of males arises from two facts long since estab
lished: First, husbands, being older than their wives and be
ing subject to the higher death rates of males, die first, leaving 
more widowed females than males. Second, as a general rule, 
widowed males are more likely than females to marry again 
after former mates have died. The proportions of divorced 
persons are too small to admit of much analysis. Divorced 
persons are younger, as a rule, than those widowed, and those 
divorced are more likely to marry again than the widowed be
cause of the age difference. Of the two sexes, divorced males 
probably remarry more quickly than divorced females, at least 
in urban society. 

The effects of urbanization upon the marital condition of 
the population are pronounced. Rural people are more con
servative in their attitudes in regard to the moral and tradi
tional aspects of marriage than the urban population, if be
havior is a reliable standard of judgment. The nature of the 
differences between urban and rural social environments are 
such as to stress the attitudinal differences between the two 
populations in respect to marriage. As is shown in Tables 
XIII and XIV, larger proportions of divorced people are found 
in the cities than in rural areas, but the number of males per 
100 females divorced is much higher in the country than in the 
city. The same is true of widowed males. It is probable that 
widowed and divorced women migrate to the city in dispro
portionately large numbers, while the males of similar marital 
status do not remarry as often in the country as as the city. 

More significant than any other feature of Table XIV is 
the indicated heavy excess of male oyer female population of 
marriageable age and eligible for marriage in Oklahoma. The 
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Table XIV -Males to 100 Females in Dtlferent Marital Groups 
of Oklahoma Population 15 Years of Age or Over by 

Class of Popula'Ucm. 
(Males per 100 females in population) 

Census Year 
andPopula.. 
tlon Olasl Total Single Married Widowed Divorced 

1940 
Total 102.0 144.0 100.0 39.1 74.8 
Urban 90.8 110.3 99.7 28-2 59.6 
Rural 
Nonfarm 103.6 153.7 101.5 38.6 88.'7 
Rural 
Farm 115.1 179.8 100.9 64.3 137.0 

1930 
Total 107.8 156.2 100.7 62·0 92.1 
Urban 98.4 129.1 100.6 37.2 71.1 
Rural 
Nonfarm 107.5 161.3 101.2 48.9 103.1 
Rural 
F'arm 117.4 180.3 100.4 79-8 141.9 

SOURCES: Characteristics of Oklahoma Population by. Age," U. S. Bureau of Censu., 
Series P. 1?, 20, Feb. 12. 1943. 111th census of u. 8. Population Bulletin, 2nd Serle., 
Ok:labOma, 11130, Table 8. 

more rural the population is, the greater is the sex disparity. 
However, the excess masculinity of the Oklahoma single pop
ulation declined appreciably everywhere between 1930 and 1940 
except in the farm population, where it remained virtually un
changed. From the standpoint of potential natural increase 
of the population this is a favorable trend because it means 
that relatively more males now than formerly have an oppor
tunity to marry and to contribute to the future growth of the 
State's population. It may be assumed that Oklahoma will 
have an ideal population balance when the maximum propor
tions of both men and women are married. The result of that 
situation will be to reduce greatly the existing strain upon 
family life, and to lower the divorce rate which in Oklahoma 
is among the highest in the Nation. 

Natural Increase 

The trend of natural increase for the nation as a whole 
during the past half century or longer has been steadily down
ward. Oklahoma has experienced the same trend throughout 
its history, although the rate of natural increase in the State's 
population has remained higher than that of the nation gen
erally. There has been much speculation as to the causes for 
this decline, but no satisfactory explanation has been given. 
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Urbanization, rising levels of living, levels of education, costs of 
Hving, costs of health care, and many other such trends have 
been taking place along with the declining rate of natural in
crease of the population; but it is largely a matter of conjec
ture whether or not the occurrence of two or more things at 
the same time is a sign of cause and effect relationship. It 
may be that all of these have a common cause without neces
sarily being causally related to each other. 

Since reliable birth and death rates are not available for 
Oklahoma further back than about a decade, the next best 
measure of the natural increase in the fertility ratio, which as 
used in this study is the number of children under five per 
1000 women 20 to 44 years of age. The ferttlity ratios are 
shown in Table XV for all available census years for different 
classes of population. 

Table XV -Number of Children Under Five per 1000 Women 
Aged 20 to 44 Years in Oklahoma Population. 

Census Rural Rural 
yeBT Total Urban non-farm farm 

1940 489.9 341.4 531.5 644.3 
1930 601.0 398.9 633.3 '824.8 
1920 717.5 445.4 704.7 932.7 
1910 872.4 510.8 
1900 965.6 
1890 753.0 

SOURCE: 18th Census of U. 8. Populatflm, 2nd Series, Oklahoma 1940, Tables 'l, 8, 
and 9. 

The data in Table XV are conclusive proof that the 
rate of natural increase in the Oklahoma population is de
clining. This does not mean that more people are dying 
than are being born, but that the population is increasing less 
rapidly now than formerly, and, in as far as the available 
figures admit of comparison, the rate of natural increase is 
consistently lowered as the urbanization of the population in
creases. Except for 1890, while the influence of recent mi
gration was still present in the Oklahoma population, each 
earlier census year shows a much higher ferttllty ratio than 
the next succeeding. 

According to Lorimer and Osborn (Dynamics of Popula
tion, New York, 1934, p. 359) Oklahoma's permanent replace
ment ratio was 443 children under 5 per 1000 women aged 20 
to 44 years, whereas the State had a fertility ratio of 599 for 
its native white population. This meant that the natural 
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increase was 135 percent of the number required to maintain 
a stationary population. If the conditions* necessary to 
maintain a stationary population were about the same in 
1940 as in 1930, Oklahoma had in 1940 only about 110 percent 
as large a fert111ty ratio as would be needed to maintain a sta
tionary population. This figure is not too small an estimate, 
because of the large proportion of old people in the population. 

From the standpoint of natural increases, Oklahoma is 
approaching a stationary population rapidly at the present 
time. The cities and towns of 2500 or more inhabitants have 
fertility ratios below the requirements for a stationary popu
altion now, while the small towns and farms are still produc
ing a diminishing surplus of children above the numbers 
required to maintain their own inhabitants. In the light of 
all these facts, coupled with heavy losses of population 
through emigration, Oklahoma can only expect a further dim
inution of its population in the near future unless it can do 
one or both of two things: either (1) stem the tide of emigra
tion of the population to other states; or (2) increase the 
birth rate, especially in the larger towns and cities. Either 
of these developments can come only as a result of social and 
economic change favorable to population growth in the State. 

Educational Characteristics 

The educational achievement of a population is one of the 
best indexes of its cultural advancement. Prior to 1940, the 
principal measure of educational attainment available was the 
proportion of the population 10 years of age and over which 
was illiterate. Literacy was defined to mean the ability to 
read and write without reference to any specified degree of 
competence in reading and writing. Hence, if a person could 
write his name, he would have been considered literate al
though he might not have been able to write a simple sentence. 
In 1930 and 1920 the percentages of illiteracy for different 
population groups of Oklahoma were as follows: 

Total 
Urban 
Rural Nonfarm 

1930 
• 0 2.8 

. 1.2 
• 3.0 

1920 
3.8 
1.9 
4.5 

Thus it can be seen that illiteracy had declined to almost a 
negligible quantity by 1930, although it was stm inexcusably 
high in the rural population. 
• I. e .. death rate, and age and sex composition of the population. 
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Because of the decline in illiteracy to so small a figure, 
the Bureau of the Census felt that a measure more descriptive 
of the educational achievement of the population was needed. 
It was decided, therefore, to discontinue the use of the term 
as a census catogory and to substitute for it the "highest grade 
of school completed" for the population 25 years of age and 
over. This, admittedly, is a much needed improvement In 
the Census, but it is unfortunate that data for only 1940 are 
available. 

The 1940 Census shows the median (one form of average) 
school years completed by the Oklahoma population to be as 
follows: 

Porelp- Indian 
Native born and 

Total white white Negro others 

Total 8.4 8.5 7.7 7.0 7.1 
t:rban 9.9 10.4 8.3 7.6 9-:4 
Rural nonfarm 8.2 8.3 7.2 6.3 7.4 
Rural farm 7.7 7.7 7.1 &.0 6.4 

These figures show two facts, namely, that educational 
advancement increases rapidly in proceeding from rural to 
urban environments, which is to be expected, and that the 
educational achievement of the native white population is 
higher than for any other population group. However, the 
number of years of school finished by the native white farm 
population is not significantly greater than that of the urban 
negro and is perceptibly below that of the urban Indian popu
lation. 

Table XVI shows the percentage distribution of the popu
lation 25 years of age and over with reference to school at
tainment. These data show the advantage of the urban 
over other classes of the population in two ways: (1) the rel
atively smaller proportion of the urban population than of 
other groups who stopped school in the elementary grades; 
and (2) the relatively higher proportions of the urban popu
lation that went through high school and college. There is 
one qualification that should be placed on this interpretation, 
however. The data are for the resident population as of the 
date of the Census. Many in the urban population with high 
school and college education undoubtedly went to the cities 
from the farms. It is an established fact that migration from 
farms to cities tends to select people of the highest educational 
advancement. The farm has the responsibility of affording 
these youths their educational opportunities, but loses them 
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Table XVI-Percentage Distribution of Oklahoma Population 
25 Years of Age or Over by Years of School Completed. 

Rural Rural 
Total Urban nonfarm farm 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
None 2.5 1.5 2.9 3.3 
1 to 4 years G. S. 11.0 6.6 12.3 15.5 
5to6 13·3 9.1 14.3 17.7 
7to8 33.0 26.9 34.1 39.6 
1 to 3 years H. s. 14.7 17.3 14.3 11.8 
4 years 12.8 19.2 1o.4 u 
1 to 3 years Col 6.7 10·2 5.8 3.1 
4 years or over 4.7 7.8 4.5 1.2 
Not reported 1.3 1.3 1.5 1.1 

SOURCE: 18th Census of u. S. Populalton, 2nd Series. Oklahoma. 1940, Table 13. 

to the city in the exchange of population. While this ac
counts for a part of the unfavorable position of the farm pop
ulation, it is .by no means responsible for the whole difference 
as it exists. 

The data on education, however, tend to disprove many 
popular assumptions and prejudices to the effect that the 
average level of intelligence of the population is about sixth 
grade. The average amount of schooling of the adult popu
lation of Oklahoma is much above the sixth grade, and if the 
informal education which is achieved through life experiences 
could be added to that received in school, it probably would 
be found that the minimum average level of education is 
greater than would be indicated by the completion of any 
grade in school. If the population from 15 to 25 years of age 
had been included in the Census count, it is not unlikely that 
the average would have been raised to 10 years of school fin· 
ished for the whole population. The often repeated allega
tion that the American people are of sixth grade mentality is 
indefensible in the face of known facts to the contrary. 

SOME IMPLICATIONS OF THE DATA 

Recent Historical Influences 

The depression which lasted almost the entire decade from 
1930 to 1940 brought not only unemployment to Oklahoma, but 
also innumerable other ills. Prices declined, production de
clined, consumption declined, and there was disturbance gen
erally in the socioeconomic balance. In these respects the 
situation ot Oklahoma was not peculiar, for most of them 
were Nation-wide, and even world-wide in scope. Oklahoma 
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was caught in the maelstrom of depression with the remainder 
of the country. 

But Oklahoma had other troubles which were at least 
more severe than in the remainder of the states except those 
of the Great Plains region. The period between January 7, and 
March 1, 1930 was covered by one of the most severe blizzards 
in the history of the State. The damage done by the unpre
cedented cold was enormous, whtch meant a great loss of 
wealth. In 1934, there was devastating drought which was 
attended by blistering heat during the entire summer. In 
some sections of the State, lack of water and feed for livestock 
reached the proportions of a famine. Cattle and hogs were 
either killed or shipped out of the State. Grasshoppers and 
chinch bugs devoured growing crops, if any had escaped the 
drought. Virgin forest timber died for lack of moisture as far 
eastward as the Arkansas State line. The year 1935 brought 
temporary but only partial relief. Then followed 1936 which 
brought a longer period of drought and heat than was exper
Ienced in 1934. In North Central Oklahoma there was not 
enough rain to lay the surface dust from May 14 unttl the 
morning of September 3, 1936, a period of 112 days. In North
western Oklahoma the situation was even more severe. Again, 
the livestock died of thirst, the grasshoppers swarmed, and the 
sand blew in clouds that darkened the midday sun. When 
1937 came, it was also dry and hot, not to the extent to bring 
human suffering but enough so to ruin most of the feed crops. 
Had there not been adequate transportation facilities to bring 
food to the State from elsewhere, it is likely that the misery 
brought by the years from 1934 to 1937 would have been com
parable to the famines of ancient Egypt and modem China. 

As a result of all this, there was a widespread exodus of 
people from Oklahoma to other places. At least a half million 
people left Oklahoma between 1930 and 1940, and most of them 
went during the period of the droughts. In some areas the 
emigration was so heavy that consolidated rural schools had 
to be either closed entirely or consolidated with other schools. 
Villages and towns lost population everywhere, especially in 
the western half of the State. Wherever this outward move
ment of people was pronounced, the social order was disrupted 
at least in some measure. 

Added to these untoward events, Oklahoma had reached 
what would normally have been a slowing down phase in its 
population growth by 1930. Most of its timber had been cut; 
its agricultural land had become badly eroded and worn out 
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in many places; its petroleum and mining industries had 
passed from the developmental to the production stage; its 
cities had passed the peak of boom days and were begliming 
to assume settled form. Many of its vlllages had actually 
shrunk in size, and some of them were on the verge of dis
appearance. All in all, it can be said that 1930 marked the 
end of the economic and demographic youth of Oklahoma and 
it had begun by then to assume the characteristics of a ma
turing society. Had not the calamities of 1930-36 been vis
ited upon the State, there is no evidence that its population 
would have continued to grow as rapidly as it had grown in 
decades past. The boom days were gone. On the other hand, 
without these catastrophies, there is little reason to believe 
that the total population of the State would have declined as 
it did between 1930 and 1940. 

Prospect for the Future 

What the future holds for the growth of population in 
Oklahoma, no one knows; it depends upon a number of things 
that may happen and the way in which they happen. For 
commercial agriculture, there is no visible need for a wide
spread return of people to the farm. From the point of view 
of the subsistence of workers who inevitably must be re
leased from war work and the armed forces at the close of the 
war, a return of many people to agriculture will be a necessity. 
The war effort has suggested the feasibility of placing more 
manufacturing industries in Oklahoma. If this proves expe
dient and wise, there is no doubt that more industries will be 
brought to the State in the future, which wlll help in holding 
the population at home. 

The war will have a profound effect upon births, deaths, 
marriages, divorce, and migration. The birth rate sooner or 
later must drop as the men and women of reproductive age 
are sent away to the theaters of war. Existing families are 
being broken up, some of which will never be reunited. Chil
dren are being born every day who are destined to be father
less because of the ravages of war. Sooner or later the pro
portion of the population beyond middle age wlll increase, not 
only raising the death rate but also lowering the birth rate. 
Again, Oklahoma's situation is only a fragment of a world 
condition, but the interest of this study is focused upon 
Oklahoma. When the war ends, be it sooner or later, soldiers 
will return home to claim their brides from the munitions 
factories, and the priests and magistrates will be kept busy 
with the performance of marriages for a time. Soon there-
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after the natural increase of the population should be accel
erated, and to some extent the losses of the war will be offset 
by new population. 

Before all this happens, however, it seems desirable that 
the rehabnttation of discharged soldiers and factory workers 
must be accomplished. Land and equipment must be pro
cured for those returning to agriculture, jobs for those in 
cities, and war industries must be converted to civilian uses. 
Even more difficult, the working population must be recondi
tioned in mlnd, body and skills for the conditions of civil llfe. 
Time and effort Will be required for all this, and upon its ac
complishment depends the prospect of Oklahoma's future 
population. 

In any event, the recent reversals of trends in population 
growth are not to be viewed with alarm. They are but inci
dents in a long process of change. With abundant trans
portation facUlties, house rents and real estate values are 
about the only phases of urban business that depend entirely 
upon location. Agricultural products are shipped every
where, even if farms are not. Finally, wherever there is 
wealth to be gained, money to be had, or jobs to be got, there 
will be people. Human beings do not run away from prom
ising signs of prosperity. The population of Oklahoma will 
flourish or decline in proportion as the State of Oklahoma 
offers people more attractive opportunities than other areas 
for making a living. The~e need be no fear of under-popula
tion where opportunity abounds. The quest for opportunity 
is the unending pursuit of mankind, and explains all forms 
of human migration and settlement. 
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