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THill :M.E1rnonITES OF OKLAHOMA TO 1907 

EAHLY H:tSTOHY 01? THE T',1i:!.'.1:N01UTES IN 

EUROPE Alfi EARLY iUGHA'rions 

Tho roots of lJionnoni-1:;ism roach back to tl o time of' 

the Rerori:mtion und tho Anabuptist 11ovemcnt , 1 ho various 

AnD.bapt;ist sects o:i.' the si xto0n-ch centu:r·y uiff.ered among 

tr10.'.:.1crnlvos on some point8 but they ·rnre all sopo.re.tists and 

On the VIholo thor0 noro two mo.:tn s i:i1--ca--:1::.: .i.n 

n:nco und ti Lo use of force . 

peaceful noni-•o~~istant croup , m:ic: coon after' 1535 tt1oy were 
<") 

the only type t:10:c st:irvivod . ,_, Ono o/: -:~··.ose R1..1rv:L rl£lC gr·ou:ni 

Tl~0 Anat'np·cist .:1ove:m0!1t spranc; up aLnozt slmultano -

·1 
-c . H01:iry Sr:~ith , 1l£ S-tor;r .2.£ _the "·:onnonito~ (Borne , 

L,.diann , 1041 ), 9 -10 . 

2Ibid., 90 . 

3c, IL, Wedel., Abriss do1,., Gos chichte .sfil:: ;.~onnoniton., 
II., ( IJevrton, Kansas , 1902 }., 9~ 

1 
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a:-.!.d soon sp1"'oad rapidly into other countries . r·cs Hdhercnts , 

in general, held to the principles of the evanc;elica1. faith 

in cot:Jnon with all Frotostants; however , they stood for c.., 

more complete break from tho Catholic Church th.an e1tho1 ... 

Lutherans or Calvinists advocated. They sought a church t wt 

was not only completely independent from the dictates of an 

occletJin:stical hierarchy but; also of political authority; a 

voluntary cnvxcb. couposed of ti.cult .r.10:::..bers admitted into 1nem

be:r,sh.i·) by baptis~.: , not us ini'o.nts ., but upon confotrnion oi 

One of the chief leo.derc o.f tho Anabaptists in the 

Ho ,:_oplnnds 1,7 s a fo:i?no:-.-- CHtholic priest namocl Menno 8ir.1ons 

It vras t1n"our;h rca.clinr , raoditations , and ob

servation thi1.t; Sinons i:.,et a.1 to _P,estion tho Cnt;holic position 

priest,:: . In Ja:nua.ry ., 1536 , ct -the use o.f forty , ho 1..,enounc e 

th.0 Catholic f\1ith o.nc1 o.ssoci 1 tod b:i,·1solf ,;Jith tho nonrosist -

J oars , i.'.;orn.o Sh:ons work c no ucti.voly in tl e defense of the 

:. ow :f::ti·'.';l:i. t mt :1is .follo1:101"'s \101:·o soon callod c.f' tor his 
5 

·1.. ri.e . ' 

4 J . H. La:D-e;env1u lt;e1" , c:r:."ist I s 1 ;cadshin of tho Church 
Acco1" ~inF ·co Ana:Ktntist Loetdors ,T:1osc 11'ollowo1"sBocam.e IJ9nn~
~7::.'tos (Pcrne.,191?) , 'is- 2~_r;·-

5 Harold s. Bonc.01"' and. John Horsch, M01mo Sir1on 1 s Lifo 
and Writ i ngs (Scot;tdale, Pcr111sylvania , 193G )., 1.:.110 . 
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Simons was not the f ounder of a new church but was 

the organizer of the many scattered elements t.b.at made up the 

church already in existence . Williston tl\lalker said: "As for 

the Anabaptie t movement i tseJ~f, it came, especially in the 

~etherlands , under the wise , peace-loving; antifanaticaJ. 

leadership of Menno Simons " . • to whom its worthy re ... organ-

p.zation was primarily due, and from 'Whom the term Mennonite 

1s derived . •• 6 

The Mennonl tes viewed the Bible as the new law in 

church and state. This concept had as little sympathy with 

other reformers of the day as with Catholics. 7 Thus both 

Catholj_c and reformers treated the Mennonites as heretical, 

disloyal,. rebellious, and untrus t worthy subjects of the state. 

In 1529 a decree of the Diet of Spyres provided that all 

Anabaptists should be executed without trial. The attitude 

exemplified in this decree prevailed extensively in the vari~ 

ous countries where Mennonites were found. Ernest H. Correll , 

an authority on early Mennonite history , estimated that i.n 

the sixteenth century alone some five thousand died a martyr's 

death. 8 

6williston Walker, A Historz of the Ch.ristian Church. 
(New York , 1947), 366-368. 

7Ibj.d., 368. 

8Ernest H. Correll, Das Schweizerische Taufermennonit
~nturn (Tubingen, Germany, 1925), 10. 

l 
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The Mennonite doctrines, as expressed in their early 

declarations of faith, are generally accepted by Mennonites 

today. They adhere to the principles of autonomy--of the 

churches, freedom of conscience, separa tion of church and 

ptate, adult baptism, nonresista.n.ce, and practical piety. 

They a.re opposed to t ho judic·· al oat.h and going to courts of 

J.aw. Many practj_ce nonconf'o.rlllity to the world . 9 

The refusal cf the sect to bear arms has from the be• 

ginning been a sou.rce of misunderstanding which has expressed 

!itself in var i ous forms of reltgious and economic oppression. 

~t ha s been a prime factor in causing the different groups 

to migrate from place to place seeking a 0 city of refuge 11 

where the.y might be able to practice their faith in peace 

and quietness . i\ great many of these migrations ultimately 

terminated in America. 

The Mennonite i mmigrations into North America may be 

p.1v1ded into t l1ree r a ther def'inite periods. They are :, (1) 

;L683 ... 1776; (2) 1820-1860; and (3) 1873-1880 . lO 

F'our ma jor factors were responsible for lVl.ennoni te 

;tmmi grntion duri ng the period 1683-1776. They were: (1) 

I g 
Smitht The ~ory of the Mennonites, 115-118; also 

~ummarized in Edmund George Kaufman, ~ Development .Q£ the 
Missionary and Philanthropic Interest amopg the Mennonites ~ 
North America (Berne, 1931), 8 . Herea:fter cited as 1V1is sion
ftl"Y ,2llii Philanthropic Interest among the v1.ennonites . 

lOThere have al so been r athe.r extensive mig:ratlons 
follmving t he global wars of' the t wentieth century but t hese are beyond the scope of' this study . 
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the desperate economic conditions in Europe following the 

numerous wars of the eighteenth century;11 (2) the outlawing 

i.n Germany of the Mennonite sect after 1648;12 (3) heavy 

taxation;l9 and (4) Will.iam Penn• s trip to Ger a.ny influenc ... 

1ng people to settle. in Pennsylvania •14 

The fi.:rst i:ermanent IVrennoni te settlers in America 

reached the ew World on the ship Concord on October 6, l683l' 

The group consisted of thirteen families from Crefeld, 

Germany, and comprised a total number of thirty-three pE>...r 

son .15 Penn' s quest for settlers in Gerrna.ny had. resulted i:ia 

the f ormation of the Frankfort Land Company with rancis 

De.nJ.el Pa.storius as its chief' agent. Upon the arri va .. l of the 

Cre:feld group in Pennsylvania, land was purchased from the 

comp y •. Here the colonists built the village called 

GerrnE>...ntow11, the 1'irst, GerttIBJ.l settlement to be founded in 

erica.16 Additional arr.:i.vals from Holland and Germany soon. 

r.i.ncreased the size of' the or1ginaJ. settlement. The first 

public protest against ~lavery on record in America 1:.ras 

11snu th, ~ story £f t he Mennoru. te s , 544 . 

12Ibid. , 313. 

13A •. B. Faust, The German Element in the U.n.i ted States • 
~ (Boston, 1909), 30, 5:3-72. - -

14smith~ The Storz .2!. lhe Mennonites , 536-537. 

101. 
l5sm1th, ~ Mennonites of' Ameri.ca (Scottdale,. 1909)~ 

16smith, The Story gf the Mennonites , 537. 



6 

issued in 1688 by ii:ennoni te and · uaker colonists in 

Germantown.17 

In 1702 the Mennonite..., began to move westward from 

Germantown, starting a settlement along Skippack Creelc. 

This colony became the germ of other settlements in Bucks, 

Berks , Northamptom, Montgomery, and Chester counties, 

Pennsylvania.18 

On October 10 1. 1710, a small group of Ivlennoni tes 

purchased ten thousand acres of land north of Pequea Cr.eek 

in what is now Lancaster County, Fennsylvania. The total 

cost of this land was five hundred pounds sterling , plus one 

shilling quitrent annually .for every one hundred acres. 

Sensing the possibilities of this vast area the group sent 

Martin Kendig, one of the investors, to Europe to invite op

pressed friends and kinsmen to move to the region. The gen

eral economic dis tress and religi ous perse ~ution prevailing 

;i.n Switzerland and Germany .from 1.708 to 1711 induced many 

Mennonites to ac cept Kendlg ' s proposal to immigrate. As a 

result the Pequea settlement extended .r apidly into adjoining 

counties.19 

l 

17 IJ;;w.t. , 540 • 

18Ibid. , 546 • 

19Ibid. _, 546-547. 

___J 
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Before the end of the colonial period groups from the 

original settlements had expanded into New York, Maryland, 

and the Shenandoah Valley of Virg:i . .nia. Smith has estimated 

that in all there were some 2;500 Mennonites living in 

America by the t.5.me of the American Revolutlon. 20 

Follmving the War of 1812 there was a gr eat influx of 

European emigrants into America. This was largely due to th~ 

economic distress following the political revolutions in 

Europe and to the economic expansion and growing prosperity 

of young America. In a.ddttion to the causes that stimula ted 

the immigration of' other groups between the years 1820-1860 1 

the Mennonites were particularly concerned about the mllitary 

requirements being made -upon them during the Napoleonic wars 

and the yea.rs follow.Lng.21 

The f'irst Mennonite group to embark for Puuerica dur

ing the period 1820·1860 was from Switzerland. Benedict 

Schrag, the pioneer of the movement, had journeyed into the 

Northwe st 1'E:rr itory a s early as 1817 to prepare the way for 

!the settlers. In 1820 the group, t.mder the direction of 

Schrag, started a settlement in present Wayne Countyt Ohio, 

1The enthusiastic reports of the settlers brought other emi

grants from the area of Canton Bern,. Swi tzerlana.. In 1833 

BOibid. , 548 o 

21Ibid .. , 580 o 

-------
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the colony of Bluffton was established in present Allen 

County, Ohio . In 1838 a group from the original Wayne colony 

started a settlement near the present city of Berne, Indiana . 

All of th{~Se comm.uni ties , established far out on the frontier• 

grew to considerable proportions as the Swiss Mennonites con

tim::i.ed to arrive . 22 

An.other group of' Mennonite home- seekers arrived from 

,Alsace.Lorraine and Bavaria . Settlements were made in Butle.r, 

Ful ton 1 and Wayne counties, Ohio ;. Lewis County, l\Tew York; 

Waterloo Cou.nty 1 Ontario , Canada ; Lee and Heru•y counties , 

Iowa; and in Woodf'ord, Tazewell , Livingston, McLean, and 

;au.reaii counties, Illinois . This group, totali ng approximate~ 

ly lj 500" was composed entirel y of' Amish Mennonites. 23 Other 

groups.coming f'ro:m Bavaria , Hesse-Darmstadt , and Holland 

brought the totaJ. number of arrivals during t hi s forty year 

period to more than 3 ,lOo. 24 

The great Mennonite exodus from Russia occurred dur

ing t he t hird period of immigration, 1873-1880. For the 

1story of' the Russian Mennonite s it is necessary to go back 

to the t:i.me of' Catherine II. 

22
I 'd 1 bJ. ., 58 - 582 . 

23Ibid., 588-694. 

?}4Ibid •• 584-585; 594. 
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Cather ine II , Empress of' Russia (1762-1796), in 1763 

acquired a vast amount of territory f'rom the Turks . Wishing 

to colonize the newly obtained region , Catherli1e II advanced 

very liberal inducements to German farmers to settle this new 

trontier . In 1786 a speciaJ. invitation was extended to the 

:f.iennoni t~s of 1~vest Prussia. 25 The Mennonites in Prussia 

:p.ad originally been drlve.n from Holland and tvere at th.i s 
I 
I 

time again fa.cin.g severe rostrictions upon t.helr religious 

liberti(rn. Cathe.rine • s offer,, therefore , was glven. i rn.rned.iate 

and serious consideration . 26 

The Russ.i.ans offered the ,1.ennon.i.tes the f'ollowing 

liberal terms : (1) complete religious freedom; ( 2) exemp ... 

tion from military service; (3) sixty dessia,tine (175 acres) 

to each family ; (4) tax exemption for ten years; (5) a monop

oly on distil ler:les ~rl thtn t heir settlements ; ( 6) rree tranc

porta tion to the provinces; a nd (7) a loan of five huncired 

:rubleB to each family . 27 Off.icia.l verification of the terms 

resulted in the :migration of more than four hundred Mennonite 

'"'amilies to the region of the Chortitza Ri.ver by 1800 . 28 

25p. M. Frieson, Alt- Evangelische Mennoni tische. Bruder
.Sc.haft J:ll Ru.ssland 1789-1910 (Halbs t adt , Russia , 1911) , 72e 

26_Ibi.g. 

27we.del, Abriss der Geschichte d.e.i;· Men.n9ni ten , III , 
i28-129. 

28smith, ~~ Comioo .Qf ~ Rus s.iru1 Mennonites (Berne ,' 
927) , 24. 

J 
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In 1800 Paul I renewed the special privileges, whereupon ad

ditional g.roups settled upon the rich bottom lands of the 

Molotschna River. By 1840 there were over 1,600 families 

living in the t wo colonies.29 

For almost a century these industriom3 agrarians 

lived in peace and prosperity upon t he steppes of Russia. 

Virtually ex.i. sting as a state within a state, they maintained 

their German language and Mennonite cus t oms. In 1870, how

ever, the Russian government decided that a thoroughgoing 

Rus sianization program .for her polyglot e,mpire was necessary. 

The Mennonite 3, to their great alarm, l earned that the new 

policies would end military exemptions and the use of the 

German language. Three special committees were dispatched 

to St. Petersburg between the years 1871 and 1873 to implore 

.for the continuation of their special privileges, but no as

surances were .forthcoming. 3° For many, tl1is left only one 

talternative--a.nother immigration. 

After considering various possible new home lands , 

lfi delegation of twelve men jb:urneyed to 1 orth America to ex

amine condi tions. The investigating co mmittee toured the 

United tetes and Canada during the months of May , June, and 

29Friesen, Alt - Evanr~elische tJennoni tische Bruder
Scha.ft in ~ussland 1789-1910, 74. 

3oibid., 493, 495-496. 
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July, 1873~1 While in this count.ry, some of the delegate s 

visited President Ulysses Grant and presented him with the 

following petition: 

1To the President of the United States of meri a : 

"We as a d,2lege tj_on of' Russia with the intention to 
migrate to the United States of lilnerica, petition the 
.President of the United States o:f America on the follow
ing points. For a t least fifty years we want to be en
tirely free from all mill tary obligation. After fi.fty 
years 1,1e are willing to pay the amount that all the .rest 
of the i ennoni tes or _peoples wh0:::,e Confessions of Fai th 
are against the:lr taking up arms pay .. Otherwise we ar·e 
wi.115.ng to pay all taxes and submit to all the laws of 
the • ni ted States like other citizens , t hat is, as long 
as they are not against our conscience or belief. The 
military question drove us from Russia and we are seek
ing f'or a land where we can live peaceable according 
to our f'ai th. rle also ask the asteemed and excellent 
President. of t e United States whether it .may be per
mitted to live in colonies or villa e , to have our 
ovm schools where we may teach the German language, 
whether we will be free from. holding public of.fice s 
such as juc.geship, etc ., and .from sitting on ~iu.ries. 
On what condition will gover·rwent land be given and how 
many acres w 1 be given to one person? Will we as 
Mennonites be e · cused from taking an oath? vill our 
~es or No be accepted by the government instead of the 
oath'? Our Confession of Faith does not allow us to 
swear• or t ake an oath. In case the government should 
later t r y to compel us to do something agains t our 
Confession o.f Faith , will we h.ave a right to move out 
of the country? For alJ_ t hese questions we ask a def'
ini.te answer fr,om the excellent President of t he United 
States of' Ame1~.tca so that 1:re as a delegation will be 
able to tell our oppressed people in Russia something 
of the privileges of America. 

n aul Ts chetter 
11 Lorenz Tschetter 032 

311eonard Sudermann, Eine Deputations Reise Y!l:Q. Rusz"!" 
J~n~ !!_ach !yneri ka (Elkart, Indiana, 1897), 62-65. 

'".?.?, 
""-">Gertrude s. You.rig, '1A Record concerning Mennonite 

Immigration, 1873 11
1 Ameri can Historical Review, XXIX (April, 

1924), 521. 
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This petition was presented to President Grant on 

July 27, 1873 ,. who was at Long branch; Iiew Jersey, a t the 

time. The following ans wer was received by the delegates in 

September a.fter they had returned to Russia: 

11 To the Mennon.1.te Delegation 
11 0f Russia to America: 

11 Washington, D.C. 
"September 5, 1873 

"The Honorable President of the United St ates of 
America gave me your petition to look over and as there 
are several questions of i mportance involved in your 
petition, I was not in position to answer it wi thout 
consulting authorities •••• We say to your requests 
that holding office or sitting on jury, or managing 
school affairs are matters under the control of the 
state in which you sett le • • • • The President of the 
United States of America , cannot excuse you from those 
l aws enacted in the state that you are living in. The 
President of the United States of Arr~rica cannot make 
you any promise in connection with your request for en
tire exemption f'rom military service for fifty ye ars , 
nor for dealing with you a fter tha t a s suggested in your 
petition. But we are su.re--and it will prove true-
that t he United St ate s of America will not be ent angled 
in any great war .for the coming fifty years that would 
make it necessary to .molest you.. But in case the~e 
should come a great war, I have not much doubt but 
that then Congres s would find itself justified in find
i.ng a way to honor your faith without r eleasing you from 
the duties of citizens . Excuse the delay in my answer, 
as I had to 11ave a personal talk with the President in 
order to be able to write his opinion or re ply. 

11 With great respe ct, Your obedient servant, 

11Hamil t on Fish1133 

The Atchison Topeka. a.nd Santa Fe Railroad Company 

played a major role in the r ennoni tes' .i mmigration to America 

33Ibid., 521-522. 



at this time.. The company had acquired a vast land grant 

across Kansast and by 1873 had built its line the length of' 

that state.34 Th.e company off1cials, interested in seeing 

the land so a. and developed as quickly as possible, estab-

lished a land department with A. . z. Touzalin as j_ts head . 

Tou.zalin appointed C. B. Schmid t as a foreign agent. The 

purpose of the department was to induce people to move to the 

Santa Fe lands in the West. 35 

Schmidt came into contact ·with the Mennonite delega

tion in 1873 and aroused the interest o;f the group in the 

Santa F'e lands. In 1874 ±1.e made a special tri p to the 

IViennoni te colonies in southern Russia. The liberal induce

ments o.ffered by the railroad company were met with wide

spread. enthusiasm.36 

The following factors initiated the great emigration 

of this period: the Mennonites• :tear of militarization; 

the idea that the German language was inseparable i·rom their 

relJ.gion; the optimistic report of the elegation to America.; 

the a pparent willi.ngness of the United States Gove rnment to 

1recognize t heir f'ai th; and the generous inducements of' the 

341. L. Waters, Steel Trails to Santa Fe (Lawrence, 
11950)' 45. 

35Ibid., 222-227. 

36carl Bernhard Schmidt, ''Reminiscences of' Foreign 
Immigration ~vork for Kansas",, Kansas State Historical Society 

1Transactions, 1906, IX, 485-497. 
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Santa Fe Railroad Company. In 1874 the first large contingent 

of emigrants. 1,900 strong , arrived i.n Topeka, Kansas. Their 

peculiar dress and strange tongue made them quite an attrac

tion to the people of that capital city.37 Arrangements 

were immediately made for the purchase of vast areas of land 

:from the Santa F·e Company. Within a short time the germ of 

Mennonite culture was being implanted upon the prairies o:f 

central Kansas. It was t his pioneering group that introduced 

the\ ha.rd variety of' Red Turkey wheat t hat has transformed the 

plai~s region into the bread basket of the nation. 38 

By the end of the 1873-1880 period of immigra tion 

some 18,000 Mennonites had l eft Russia for North America. 

Eight thousand settled in Cana.da and ten t housand in the 

United States . Over one -:Mlf nf this l a tter group located 

along the frontier line of Kansast while the remainder estab

lished homes in. Nebraska , Minnesota and the Dakotas. 39 

The exchanging of the steppes of Russ ia for the 

prairies of the Middle West was attended with many hardships . 

There were droughts,. dust storms , grasshoppers, panics and 

other diffi culties. By sheer endurance the Mennonites over

came all obstacles and gradually became independent and 

prosperous. 

37waters, Steel Trails to Santa~' 232. 

38Ibi d • , 235. 

39sm1 th, The Coming of the Russian Mennon.i tes,,1,. 129. 
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The Mennonites arriving in America .from 1683 to 1880 

came from many scattered countries with diverse social back

grounds. Dif'f erences in l angua ge, soci aJ. practices, inter

pretations of minor doctrines and methods of ctm.rch disci

pline caused many divisions among them. As a result there 

are today some twenty separate bodies of Mennonites in the 

United States and Canada. 40 

L 40see Smith, The Story of' the Mennonites,, 596.ff'. 



CHAPTER II 

MENNONI'rE MISSIONS 1-u.'VJONG THE INDIA.NS 

IN WESTERN OKLAHOlVJA ·ro 1907 

The first Mennonites to penetrate into present-day 

Oklahoma were missionaries· sent out by the General Conference 

of the Mennonite Church of North America. The General 

Coni'erence Church was organized in 1860 with the avowed pur

pose of' unifying the various l"1ennoni te groups in.to one common 

organization. Al though the unifica:tion effort met with lit

tle success, the General Conf'erence, as a separate branch, 

maintained a sur)Stantial growth aftee 1863.1 

'.rhe Gen.e.r·al Conference group came to be regarded as 

one of the more liberal M:cnnoni te factions. They remained 

theologically conser vative but showed more tolerance in their 

social practices. Unlike many of the branches they prescrib

ed no dress restrictions. Marriage to unbelievers and the 

holding of public of.fices were also permitted . In general, 

they were not as fearful of contamination by the outside 

world as the other Mennonite groups. 2 Early congregations 

lsmith, The Story of the Mennonites, 676-684. 

2Ibid., 692. 
16 
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were concentratecl in Pennsylvania , Ohio, Illinois, Iowa, and 

Kansas. 

In 1875 the General Conference churches appointed 

S.S. Haury* newly ordained missionary, to investigate the 

possibilities of open:L;ng a mission .field. among the .American 

. 3 I.nd.1.ans. In the fall of 1876 Haury visited the Osage, Pawnee, 

Sac and Fox tribes of northeastern and central Indiai.'1 Terri t

ory. 4 In July, 1877, his quest for a mission site led him to 

the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes in present-day Oklahoma. 

Haury spent two months in constant contact with the Indians 

in an effort to gain a foothold among them. He made his home 

in a tent loaned to him by Chief' Powder Face of' the Arapaho 

tribe. 

Following an interview with John 1'1iiles, head of the 

Cheyenne-Arapaho agency at Darlington, Haury reported to the 

IViennoni te mission board as follows: 

Next spring; perhaps in pril, God willing. I shall again 
return to the Indians, there to settle among the Arapahos. 
First ••• erect a small building ••• then endeavor by 
the Lord's aid to learn the language • • • • My reasons 
for selecting the Arapahos are these: more preliminary 
work has been done among the Arapahos; they seem to be 
more willing to receive a missionary than the Cheyennes. 
The Indian agent here has also advised me to begin my 
work with the Arapahos. But abov:e all I feel m.ysel.f 
drawn more to this tribe •• • .b 

3ve.rhandlun en der All,emeinde Konf'erence der 
Menrwniten, 1875 Elkart, 1875 . , 52. -

4H. P. Krehbiel, History of the Mennonite General 
Conf'erence, I (Newton, 1898), 248. Hereafter cited as History 
of' the Gener al Conference • 

~., 250-251. 
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The board approved this plan and in 1880 the mission 

work was beg-µn. 6 On May 18 of that year Haury and his w:tfe 

left Halstead, Kansas, for the mis sion field • .After a jour

ney of' four days in a light, :pony-drawn,. spring wagon they 

arrived in Darlington, Indian Territory. Wi th the cordial 

a s sistance of Agent Miles and his wife, the couple was soon 

settled in a government building at the agency. 7 

Plans for the construction of a mission and industrial 

boarding school were f'ormulated at once. In the following 

spring work on the project was begun. Cornelius Duerksen, 

C. J. Wedel, and other volunteer ·workers arrived from Mennonite 

commun.i.ties in Kansas to a id in the building project. Since 

there were no .railroads in the region, much of the necessary 

building mate.r5.al had to be converted from local raw resources, 

thus entailing a great deal of tedious labor. Before the end 

of A~gust, however, the building was completed.8 The editor 

of the Cheyenne 'I'ransporter, an early day newspaper printed 

in Darlington, d.escr5.bed the three-storied wooden structure 

as ''one of the m.ost substantial in the Territory, reflecting 

credit on Rev . Haury and the Mennonite church. 11 9 

Qibid • , 282. 

7Ibid. , 284. 

8I bid., 284•285. 

9Cheyenne Transporter, November 10, 1881. 
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The school opened .in October, 1881, and soon a near 

capacity of n.:neteen Arapaho youths were enrolled .10 The in

fant enterprise, however , experienced. a stunning setback on 

February 19, 1882, when fire destroyed the entire building and 

most of its contents. The material loss was estimated to ex

ceed seven thousand dollars . In addition four lives were 

lost, including the ndssionariest infant son and adopted 

Indian daughter.11 

In a special session the Mennonite mission board de

cided to rebuild the school at once . The various congrega

tions of the General Conference rallied to the cause and with

in a few months. fi.ve thousand dollars had been collected.12 

During the construction of the new building, :Miles 

in.for.med the mission board that Camp Cantonment, located a

bout sixty miles northwest of' Darlington , was to be abandon

ed by the Government. He suggested that f 'ree use of' the vaca

ted buJldings could possibly be sec1.u·ed if the mis ::3ion desir

ed to expand its work in that direction . When informed that 

the board • s treasury would be ,~'mpty a.fter the completion of 

the present rebuilding proj ect, 1iles persuaded th(~ Government 

to appropriate f'ive thousand dolla~s toward the constructi on 

10u. s . Office of Indian Affairs , Annual R<0 port of the 
Commis sioner of' Indian Af'fairs , 1882 (Washington , 1882), 62. 
Hereai·ter cited as Report of Indi an Commissioner. 

llibid. 

12Krehbi el, History of the General Conference, I,291. 
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of the school at Darlington. This left the mission board 

enough money to begin a second station at Cantonment . 13 

In Septembers 1882 , the post bu1ldings at Car1 tonment 

were transf'erred to tbe Department of Interior f or school pu.r

poses . Shortly t hereafte r the Government sanctioned use of' 

the slte and buildings for school and m·.ssion activities spon

sored by the Mennonites .14 In line with this expansion pro

gram a number of' new workers arrived on the fie.J.d duri.ng the 

year . Prominent among the a.1•.rivals wer e • R . Voth, O. s . 

8ch.ul tz, and A. E . :Bunk .15 

By :fall the new bI'ick school edifice at Darlington, 

capable of a c comoflating about .fift y children , ,;as complEited.16 

Voth was placed in charge of the Darlington station a nd Haury 

was delegated t o develop the Cantonment f ield . 17 Eventually 

ar c a.ngeme.n.ts v1er e compl eted for a s c.t..ool and an Indian hospi

tal at the latter station. 

For a nunber of years tb.e mission-contract schools at 

Darlington ancl Cantonment hal as many pupils as they could ac

comodat e --Darlington about f'ii'ty and Cantonment about s i xty

:five.18 Although stressing religious inst ruction, the rudi-

13Report of Indian Commis s ioner, 1883, 68-69. 

14Ibid. 

15Krehbi el, History of 19& General Conference, I,294. 

16Cheyenne Transporter, December 26 , 1882. 

17rbid., Feb~uary 10, 1883. 

1 Krehbiel, History of t he General Conference , , 304. 
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me,r.i,,ts of a genernl education ·were not negl.ec A:1 • i..1pecial con .. 

sider ~tion was also g:i.Yen to voca.tS.on cralninu; . Tl1c e;lrls 

were taugh·t sewlf¾~, monc11ng, kJ1.l t ting t o.n the gener duties 

o:t housekeeping . The bo.,"s leArned to .fa1•m, garden. take care 

of livestock. split and r.rn.w wood ,, and per.form othe::r vocation

al tasks . 9 The f(>llo· •ing statement c_!oncern.i :, the principle 

underly1n6 th.ls type of ·work has baon giv-en by J . van de?' 

Smlsscu-1, a me:r{ber o:r the eon.re euce m.ls:·ion board . 

It i;;;, exceedingly difficult to ef•fecti e y preach the 
Gpspel n.mo.ng people wno have been ·weane, ·:rom all ·whole
i:wme , regular• work •· • • • Tne Ind:ian does not think of 
the m.ol'ro·f; nott • • • know anything o:f the fascination the 
o 3.:rning of an in, lAr1cndent 11 velihood has • • • • 'l'he 
Unve.rru:-~ent does much • • • :f'or the 11 tere.-r.y educatl0n of 
the Indian; 1.ut exp •rience bas ro.nde it clf1ar that the oiv
.iliz tion of· these p~:ople must e o.c compl1shed in an al
together iffereut rr., nnor. . • • • Our wo kE:irs · eslre to 
accustom the InJ.ia.n. to .-vorlt , to /et them to love wcn~ki 't<> 
·tea.ch them the blessings of abo · ;. and while eon.:,tant y 
g~y;ng thom. spirit u~l c •:1.:re 1 also . as tar ss can be done , 
t d .. J.n them into .;;Ottled u.sef'u.l c .. tizens . 2 

Beginning 1D 1556 a bt1nd1 .. ed- i.ct-o farm was operated i.n 

connection li th. the Dnrliugto.n school . In its f1rs.·t. year of 

oper- tio.n nearly one thousand bushels of co!'n was produced by 

the nupils under the dl-oction of the industrial teacher . 21 

A s · lar type of' farm was :ln operat.1Qn at thf:1 Cn,rrtormtent. 

s~hool . Qtb,or oror,s su.cces;;;fu,lly grown on tne two fa.rms in-
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eluded oats , millet, potatoes, turnips, sugar cane , broomcorn, 

and melons. Horses , mules , cattle, hogs and chickens were al

so raised. 22 

To expedite the acquisition of the English language 

the school children were forbidden to speak t heir native ton

gue, except while playing or while in their private rooms. 

Daily devotional services and classes in Bible reading were 

held. For .further religious instruction Foster's Gospel Story 

was used as a classroom text. 23 Meals were conducted on a 

family basis with the teachers, hired help, and school child

ren enjoying the same table privileges . 

In 1882 a beginning was made in placing Indian boys 

into fv1ennoni te homes in Kansas f'or the purpose of giving them 

firs t -he.nd training on the fa.rm.. Agent :Miles had given his 

approval of' this plan , stating that in t his way 11 the youths 

will learn more of home 11fe and home duties than will be pos

sible for them to learn in any of our boarding schools. •t 24 

In 1885 an industrial Indian school was arranged for in con

j.unction with the Kansas Menno .. ni te Conference school at 

Halstead. The purpose of' the school was to give the Indian 

students an industrial and Christian training f'ar removed from 

the easy-going tr•ibal environment whi ch was thought to be det-

22Ibid., 1887, 79-80 

23 . 0 ·I bid. , 1886 , li:;,4-125. 

24Ibid . , 1882, 57. 
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rlmental to their pr:ot7 ess tow:1.rd civi · izatio.n . F:t.t'teen 

-youths f'1.--om the .. gency wer•c enrolled ut Halstead. during the 

first year . In 1 87 the school wis t~~..nsferred to a farm 

southeast of' Hnl.steacl where twas pr va.tely operated by 

hr1s tJ.an ~ehbiel , a .,ronunent iennoni te minister . 25 

'£he direct educa:tional act1vlt1es of' tb.e Mennonites 

through schools covered a p€$riod of pp:ronmately .fifteen 

years . 'l'he Cheyenne '.fra.nsportc1'" etU. to.ria.lly- coir~nented in 

1882 ; HToo mu.ch credit can.t1ot be gl ven the Mennonites .for 

the energy displayed n their• • • • work at this agency• and 

under t11e able di1~ection of hr . Haury and his co ... workers • ev

el1Y obstacle has been ov-er'c.ome and the good work continued. , .n 26 

J. visitor at the Da.x4li.ngton mission school in. the sp. ~1ng of 

18f~3 reported thi\t srle was much impressed with the school . 

1 the J. .ndi e.n chi l<lren 111 th.e 

'.l:err1 tory might haV<➔ ••a> good 11omo tmd pleasant. surrou.nd-

ngs as thee,. 'ldren of this school have . n27 

Captain H. J . P,ratt , upon the occasion ot' his v1s1 t 

to the agency in the interest o;f his Car lj.sle , Pennsylvania , 

Ind1 i.n school , c. so ex1 ossed upprov 1 of the f'lo~rishing 

scl. ools m:iinta.1.ned by tho i•le.nnoni tes . 28 4.gent D • .B . Dyer re---·-----------------------------
26Ch.eycnn~ fran'"'2;ortcr, Dece ber 26 , 1882 . 

27Ibid ., t1Jarch 27, 1883. 

28lb;Ld ,. • J·unuar♦y 13 ; 1884 . 



24 

ported in 1884 that the two government schools maintained on 

the agency 1~we1 .. e certainly little credit to teachers, Indians, 

or anyone else connected with t he work. 1' Be added, however, 

t hat this st~tement dil not apply to the ¼ennonite schools 

which, 11 althoug_h having a small number of pupils, have been 

quite successful • • • • Their work is a lif8 one, to better 

the con.di tion of the poor people • • 

exceedingly valuable.n 29 
• • '.!'heir services are 

Until 1857, the eclucational training of the youth was 

the main mission emphasis . vvork aJ1..1ong the adults, ho1>.rever, 

was not entirely neglectea. As early as 1883 Haury undertook 

the establishment or an Indian colony in Cantonment by per

suading as many Indian families as possible to move into the 

mission compound with him... fie soon managed to e;ather a com

muni tY' of Indians together and thus was able to teach them 

agriculture and other civilized pursuits, as well as give 

them the Gospel. 30 When it appear•ed. that the region was too 

arld for farming, Haury directed the energy of the group to

ward s tock raising. One thousand dollars was appropriated 

by the ruission board for the purchase of a herd of cattle. 

Thls venture ms not only to help support the work but was 

also to serYe as a means of training the I nd.tans to self'-

29:Report .2f Indian Commissioner, 1884, 75. 

30Ib1d. , 1883, 68. 
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su.ffi ciency . 31 This undertaking , however, never grew to large 

p1~oportions and was later abandoned . 32 

Regular Sunday church services were held at both sta

tions for the Indians who came from the surrounding camps to 

hear the Gospel . '!he services were translated into the Indian 

dialects by interpreters who had attended Carlisle. 33 In ad

dition to his heavy school duties Voth conducted a can1p class 

in Darlington for the adults. The class met three times a 

week and consisted principally of agency employe~s who were 

beginning to realize the utility of an education. 34 For many 

years the I11iennonites wer·e the only group carrying on religi 

ous activities at the agency; theref'ore, Voth made zealous 

efforts to minister to both Indian and v~~ite . 

In 1887 the mission board decided to put more empha

sis upon the evangelization of the adult Indians . Missionary 

J, J. Kliewer was appointed to this task. About sixty rniles 

west of Darlington was a large Arapaho settlement located a

long the Washi ta River, near the present Corn community . In 

thls distant Indian haven Kliewer es blished a new mission 

station in July, 1889. 35 

31Krehbiel, Hi story of the General Conference, I, 294. 

32Kaufman, Missionary and Philanthropic Interest 
among~ Mennonites, 143. 

33Report of' Indian Co:rnmissio.ner , 1886, 125 . 

34Cheyenne Transporter, April 12, 1883 . 

310
_
311

• 3°Krehbiel, History of lb&. General Conf e .r·ence, I, 
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A further step in the program to reach more adults 

was token in 1891 when ?udolph Petter , a natbre of Switzerland, 

was appointed to wor.k among ·t11e Cheyenne Ind.tans at Cantorurent.36 

Petter's translations of the Cheyenne language have made him 

internationally famous as a philologist . His Cb.eyenne-English 

dic·tionary is said to be one of the most extensive ·works of 

its ki11d every published. It first contained mo1"e than fif~ ... 

ty thousand words, but since its original publ.lcation several 

thousand more have been. added. . Petter ha.s also made GXti-;..,::,,_-

si ve translations of the books of th::.: Bible, all translations 

being made from tl1e origiTu:"11 Hebrew and G.r.:-eeis.: .37 Dr., Jaxr!es 

Mooney, in a Smithsonian Instltute publication of 1907, :caJls 

.Petter 11 our best authority on the Cheyenne language" • In 

f'Ul'ther tribute to the missio.n.ary he states: 11 !.n addition 

to hj_s scholarly training by wh1ch he is able to preach with 

almost equal fluency in French, German t E:nglish and Cheye.nne, 

it may safely be asserted that no other white .man who ver 

crune to the Cheyeru1es commanded more of their respect and 

affection. 1138 

36G. A. . Linscheid, 11 His torical Sketch of the General 
Coni'erence Mennonite Missi on Enterprize in Oklahoma ii, N1.tssion 
guarterly, V (June, 1930), 13. 

07Kauf'man, llfd._ssiona.r-y and Philanthropic Interest 
among the Mennonites, 145. 

38James Mooney , "The Cheyenne Indiana ii, }\merican 
Anthropological Associati.on Memoirs, 1907 (Lancaster, 1907), 
439. 
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Beginning in 1889 ce:rtain events transpired that had 

great effects up_on all m.1.ssi on activities i.n Oklahoma. On 

April 22 of that year the Oklahoma District was opened to 

white settlement. The mission station at Darlington was lo

cated only one mile f'rom the western boundary of the newly 

opened lands. As a result, the Indians were now brought into 

close contact with the whites. Wi th the w1:1i te man came rail

roads, plows , wire fences, and other destroyers of Indian 

civilization. These new and captivating f'orces immediately 

seero.ed to crowd out much of the interest the Indian formerly 

had exhibited in the Gospel. Another event of great impor t 

was the Government's decision to a llot the Cheyenne-Arapaho 

l and- in severalty and open the surplus areas to white settle

ment • . The inspection and choice of lands by the Indians 

caused so much moving around that the mission work was tempo

rarily brought to a s tandstill. 

In selecting their allot.ments the Indians usually 

chose adjoining areas along some river or stream, perrrJ.tting 

them to live in close conjunction with other members of their 

tribe. Large groups settled near the Cantonment and tvashita 

missions. Settlements of considerable size were also made at 

Haoenaom (Clinton), and Hed Moon (Hammon); consequently ar

rangemsnts were me.de to establish new mission stations at 

these places. Darlington, on the other hand, was virtually 

deserted. The work at ttli;1 initial s tation dwindled to such 
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an extent that it was finally abandoned in 1902. 39 

The land on which the Washita Missi on was located, 

a s well as the sites of several pr·oposed mis sions, became sub

j ect to the general homestead law. In order to hold these 

stations it was necessary for the mis s _on~iries to homestead 

the land in their own names . The station on the Washita 

R:i.ver was taken in this manner by Kliewer , while J . s . Krehbiel 

homesteaded a plot for a new station near the lied H5.lls , in 

present Blaine County. 40 

The Haoenaom Cheyenne mission was established in 1894 

near the present city of Clinton. M. M. Hors ch. , G. A. 

Linscheid, and J. H. Epp were pioneer missionaries on this 

f'ield. 41 The arrival of J. B. Ediger in 1907 established the 

work on a .fi rm fm.;i.ndation . 

Red ~oon Mis si on was established 6n an eighty-acre 

t ract near the present town of Hammon in 1898. W1thin a few 

years H.J. Kliewer , thG first missi onary , ministered to ap

proxim3.tely two hundred Cheyennes in the area . 42 

9-12. 
39Y..rehbiel, History .Q.f the General Conference, II , 

4~ rehbie1, His tory of the General Conference , I, 
315- 319. - -

41Ibid ., II, 8-12. 

42 ~ennoni te Year Book and JUma.na c for 1901 ( Quaker-
town, 1901) , 30. - - -
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The Washita Mis ' ion, later called Shel ly , continued to 

function until 1897. During t hat period the surrounding area 

was settled by Kansas Mennonites. The station was discontinu

ed when Kliewer , the missi onary , became the pastor of one of 

t he Mennonite churches in the region. 'rhe f'ate of' t he Hed 

Hills Mi s sion was very much t he s ame . It continued to oper

ate under the directi on of J. S. Kr ehbiel until the coming o.f 

t he white s ettlers. Many of the first settlers were Mennonites 

and ,.vhen they established a chur ch Jn Geary , Krehb1el a ccept

ed the pastorate. The Iri..dian mission was d.L3 continued in 1897 

but oany Indians attended the lv1ennonite church afte.r· t hat 

date. 43 

The year 1907 f01.1na. the Mennonite missionaries view

ing the fu.ture with optimism. Chu.1 ch membership among both 

tribes was climbing; native Christians were being appointed 

evangelists; and new out-stations were in the process of for

mation .44 The entire missioriary program seemed geared to 

render many more years o.f service to the Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Indians of Oklahoma . 

Mennonite Brethren Conference 

The Mennoru. te Brethren Church 1;..ras a second Mennonite 

branch which be":·a..11 mission a ctivities in Oklahoma before ...., 

statehood. This division of the Mennonite sect f'ound its be-

43Ib. 1 -1:i.•, 29 . 

44K.rehbiel, History of the General Conference , II, 15. 
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ginning in the apparent decline of the religious and moral 

values of the Mennonite colonists in nineteenth-century Russia. 

On January 6, 1860, a small group from the existing Mennonite 

body drew up a document which decried the religious decay of 

the order and declared the formation of a new church. The 

group was especially vehement in denouncing the strict formal

ism and ritual that they felt had become attached to conver

sion and church membership. I mmersion was adopted as their 

method of baptism and stress was laid upon an actual 11experi

ence of salvation11 ; otherwise the faction did not depart 

drastically .from the eY..i.sti.ng church doctrines. In theology 

and social practices the church leaned to conservatism in 

Russ.i .a and later continued the trend in America.45 

. - Members were ·Jarned to dress plainly so as not to 

im.1 ta.te the 1tworldrt. Attendance a t "worldly 0 amusements such 

as dances, shows ,. and ball games was strictly forbidden. 

Smoking and drinking intoxicating beverages was also out

lawed. Discipline was rigidly appliect . After the Mennonite 

immigrations of 1873-1880 the main Mennonite Brethren congre

gations were found in Kansas, Nebraska, the Dakotas, and in 

Canada.46 

45 John J. Lohrenz, The Mennonite Brethren Church 
(Hillsboro, Kansas, 1950), 1-20. 

46smith, The _ ~tory Q.f the Mennonitqs, 665-666. 
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The groundwork for the missionary ef'.forts of the 

Mennonite Brethren among Oklahoma Indians was laid in 1889. 

The leaders of the Iv.tennoni te Brethren chu.rehes of the United 

States and Canada, in October of that year, a.ppointed · a three

man co:mmittee to investigate the possibility of opening a 

mission among one of the Indian tribes of the West.47 Since 

this was the initial effort of the church in the area of' mis-

sions, events at the outset moved rather slowly. The actual 

search for a field was not begun until the summer of .1891, 

after a missionary candidate had presented himself to the 

conference.. Then when it appeat·ed that a .field could be op

ened among the Hopi or Navajo tr1.bes of' either Arizona or New 

1111ex.ico, action had to be further postponed because of the sud

den illness of the proposed missionary.48 

In 1893 Henry Kohfeld of' Hillsboro, Kansas, presented 

himself to the church as a missionary candidate. The i~ollow

ing year Kohfeld and the mission committee,. in a further 

search for a field , visited the Deyo Baptist Mlssion .near the 

present c:i.ty of Lawton, Oklahoma . E. C. Deyo , founder of the 

small mission to the Kiowas, informed the group that there 

were no missions among the Comanche Indians of t .he area. He 

47Koni'erenzbeschlusse nebst Konstitution der Mennon
~ Brudergemeinde von Nord Am.erika , 1883-1919 (Hillsboro, 
1920), 87 •. Hereafter cited as Konfernzbeschl•usse der 

•• ........;..____.........,=..;;;..---=..;;;,;;;;;.= -
engoni ten Bruderge~meinde . 

48Ibid •• 145-146. 
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suggested that the Mennonites establish a work among them if 

possible. 

The conunittee delegated Kohfeld to make investigations. 

i..ro.m the Indian agent at Fort Sill Koh.feld J..earned that the 

Government would be willing t o grant a 160 acre 'tract of' 

la.nd !.or a mission, pr oviding the Mennonites could obtain 

the permission of the Indians themselves. He ·warned him, 

however, that other denominations had failed in the same pur

pose because of the antagonistic attitude of Chief Quanah 

Parker and his tribe. 49 

Triroughout the summer of' 1894 Kohfeld remained on 

the Indian reservation seeking to gain the favor of the 

Coman.che s. Many of the Indians agreed that a 11 Jesus man 11 

and a '' .Jesus house'' might be all right but they i'el t that 

neither should be found too close to their camps, nor upon 

their lands • 50 

After months of fruitless effort the missionary de

cided to appeal directly to Quanal1 Parker . Together with an 

interpreter he went to Chief Parker• s camp located about two 

miles east of where Indiahoma now stands. While waiting to 

see the chief, Kohfeld, through his interpreter. stated his 

49 J • F. Harms, Geschichte ~ Mennoni ten Br•uderge
meinde, (Hillsboro, 1924), 285-286. Hereafter cited as 
Geschichte der Brrldergemeinde . 

50ibid., 286. 
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purpose to Topayt one of the wives of Quanah Parker and 

Tessiky, the wi.fe o.f an influential tribal member. 

VJ11en Quanah Parker arrived Topay said to him, 11 f/jy 

dear husband, ·we have lived together t wenty years and have 

been happy . l{ere is Jesus man, sent from God to build a 

Jesus house and teach us the way to heaven. If' you hind.er 

him, I shall never be happy again. n51 After a brief coni"er

ence with several tribal members Chief Parker took the mission

ary on horseback to a group or post oak trees and announced: 

'Here build J esus house. 1152 

The following yea.1·, 1895, the Mennonite Brethren 

Conference accepted the land grant of 160 acres offered to 

them by the Government .for mission purposes. Eight hundred 

dollars was appropriated for building expenses at the new 

Post Oak Mission and an annual salary of five hundred dollars 

was voted. ±"'or Kohfeld and 11.is wif'e. 53 

By November a small church and a r esidence for the 

missionaries had been erected on the site designated by 

Quanah Parker . Plans for the establishment of a mission 

school were also made ; however , due to insuf.ficient funds the 

project was soon dropped .54 

51.f.,. J. Becker, 11Short History of Pos t Oak and N'exican 
Missi onsn, Zionsbote (Hillsboro, Kansas), Nove.mber 28, 1945. 

52Ibid . 

175. 
53Konferencebeschlusse Q.fil: Mennoniten Brudergemeinde, 

~4 -""-Harms, Geschichte ~ Brudergemeinde , 288. 
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The work of' bringing the Gospei to the war- like 

Comanches and teaching them higher standards of l iving was a 
I 

slow and tedious process. Included i.n the mission. retinue 

were .home visitations , special camp·meetings, women~s sewing 

classes , and all day services on Sunday . 

In the f~all of 1901 Rev •. and Mrs . A. J . Becker were 

added to the Post Oak missionary staff. A short time later 

D. C. Peters arrived to aid in the work . 55 The Kohfelds r e 

mained at Post Oak until 1907. By that time several other 

denominations had established missions among ·the Comanches 

so that the Post Oak tvd.S'sion itself did not develop extensive 

ly. After 1907 the Conference decided to support only one 

missionary couple and a few personal helpers . 

Becker adjusted himselr s o well to the Indian way of 

life that the Indians came to look upon him as their 11 spiri t 

ual father 11 • In 1903 , Mrs . Becker was appointed a field 

mat ron by the Government, a position which she was t o hold 

for twenty- eight years . 56 

For many years Quanah Par·ker held an aloof attitude 

toward the mission workers . Later,. however, he and the 

Beckers formed a close friendship. It was upon Quanah Parker • s 

55A. E. Janzen , 11 The Sto.ry of Post Oak Mennonite 
Brethren Mis sion to the Comanches", Foreign ~JJ.is c: i •ons (A1~gust , 
1946): 12- 18 . 

56 · . ;Ibid ., 13 . 
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request that the body of his mother, Cynthia Ann Par.ker, was 

removed to the ost Oak cemetery. Before the remains were to 

be buried the Chief asked ~ussionary Becker in which direction 

the cemetery would be extended . When Becker told hin: that it 

would be built out toward the east, he t;ave orders to bury 

the body on a little knoll to the east oi" t he ground. He 

then .informed Becker : 

That is where I too want to be bv~ied. Like I have been 
a leader to my people during life, I want to continue to 
be their leader after my death. For that reason you shall 
bury me towards the east at the head oft.he Comanches who 
have died and lie buried here . 57 

The Mennonite Brethren Post Oak .Mission was the first 

mission to be established among the Comanche Indians in 

Oklahoma. It opened the t-.'ay for other denominations to also 

wo.rk among the tribe. It helped speed Christianity and ci v- 7 

ilization to one of the last tribes to submit to white dom-
. 

ination. Therein lies a pa.rt of its importance to Oklahoma 
( 

history. 

57 7 Ibid., 3 • 



CHAPTE..R III 

MENNONITE SETTLEi:b"'NTS AND THE CHURCH IN THE 

CHEYENNE-ARAPAHO GOUNTHY (1892-1907) 

The Dawes Act of 1887 paved the way .for the opening 

of the Indian reservations in present-day Oklahoma. It was 

in accordance with the terms of this act that la..Yl.ds were al..; 

lated in severalty to the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes in the 

western part of' the territory . On April 19, 1892, the re

maining three million acres of land was opened to white set

tlement by a run. This opening was not typi.fied by a ·wild 

rush into the region since much of the land was not consider

ed to be very desirable.1 

Included among the earli est homesteaders in the 

Cheyenne-Arapaho Territory were numerous hopef"ul Mennonites. 

A majority of them were recent Russian irnmigrants and their 

descendents who had as yet not at tained their own homes in 

Kansas or Nebraska.2 Their set tlements extended into the 

t hree counties later called Blaine , Custer, and vJashi ta. 

lRoy Gittinger', The FoJ:>mation oi' the State oi' 
Oklahoma (Norman , 1939), 197-198. - - -

2Lohrenz, The Mennonite Brethren Church, 79-80. 

36 
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On April 19, 1892, three separate groups of Mennonites 

began settlements in present Blaine County. John Horsch, 

F'. M. Pletcher, Henry A. Lehman, and Rev. J. s. Krehbiel, an 

Indian missionary from Darlington, homesteaded near the pres~ 
'7. 

-ent site of Geary. 0 ·ruio.ther small group· s-ettled on claims in 

' the vicinity of the Cooper post office near present-day 
I 

Watonga. ·A third group of' :families went westward from 

Hennessey and helped form the Okeene community.4 

Homes of' lumber or sod were hastily constructed by 

the settlers and then the vj_rgin prairie was readied for the 

planting of' crops. Lumber and seed were obta ined. often on · 

credit O a t El Reno, Kingf'isher, ·or Hennessey. Small plots of 

kai'f ir corn, 1.'lheat, and barley were planted the first year. 5 

?4:my settlers h d diff iculty in locating alkali-free 

water sources. One pioneer in the Watonga area dug as llk..'Uly 

a s seven wells, all over fifty fe et in depth, before securing 

good 1.1ater. 6 

Severe drought conditions and low prices combined to 

make early f · ming ef'forts a f ailur e . Financia l a id received 

from Mennonite groups in Kansas helped to alleviate the dis-

3Fred Ringleman, 0 A Brief Hi s tor y of the Mennon.i. te 
Chu.rch of Geary, 0klat1oma O , The Mennonite , Mar ch, 1929, 20 •. 

4Personal inter view with F . c. Grunau, July 23, 1952. 

5Ringleman, •rhe · 1ennoni t e , ftarch, 1929, 20 • 

QPersonal interview with P. C. Grunau, July 23, 1952. 
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tress, but many forsook the territory feeling that »nothing 

good could come out of such an arid wasteland 0
•
7 

The Geary settlement grew slowly at f'i.rst. The town 

itself, until 1897, cons isted oi! a store and post office. In 

that year, .however, the Rock Isl.and Railroad ·was built through 

the region resulting in a rapid development of the town. 8 

The Mennoni.tes• first religious services in the Geary 

community were held in a barn loft owned by Rev. Krehbiel. 

Krehbiel was actively engaged in missionary activity among 

the Cheyenne Indians located in camps along the nearby South 

Canadian River. In 1894 the Mennonite Conference constructed 

a church building which was used in connection with the mis

sion. Services were conducted every other Sunday afternoon 

for the Indians. A noontime lunch was served, and then 

Krehbiel preached ·tio them through interpreters. The 

Mennonites held their services in the evenings. The mission 

work, as such, was t'liscontinued by the General Conference in 

1896. 9 

On August 15, 1897, the settlers organized a formal 

church body. The twe.n:ty-two Mennonite and three Indian char

ter members selected Krehbiel as their pastor. Shortly there

after, Krehbiel, with the help of his congregation, organized 

7Ibid. 

81-Ungleman , The f.-"iennoni te, March, 1929, 21. 

9itrehbiel, Hi$tory;: of the General Conference, II, 15. 
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a union Sunday School in, a s yet , churchless Geary . Services 

were held each Sunday in partially completed store buildings~ 

planks placed on nail kegs or beer barrels served as pews . 

When the bui lding was completed the group had to find another 

unfinished structure in which to meet . Tiring of the numer

ous moves this enta.i.l..ed, the Mennonites, in July, 1898, load

ed their country church upon.four wagons and transferred it 

to a lot granted to them in Geary by the 'rownsite Company , 

This eighteen by thirty f eet structure was the firs t church 

established in Geary, So many people attended the church 

t hat it soon had to be enlarged . Other deno.rnini.~tions , as 

they moved in, gradually absorbed some of' the membership so 

the name of the church was later changed from the Geary Union. 

Sund.ay School to tl'ie First Mennonite Church of Geary .lo 
The Cooper Mennonl te Brethren Church was organized 

in 1893 with approximately twenty members . Early-day religi• 

ous activities , i ncluding a convention of all the Mennonite 

Brethren c 1.ur ches in Okl al1-oma Territory, were held in a large 

barn on the Cornelius Grunau farm. 11 1rhe chur ch had more 

than doubled its membership by 1896, but thereafter it began 

to decline, as many lef't the region because ofl crop f a.i luresl-2 

The popula tion had dwindled to such an extent by 1902 that 

----------~-------------------

180. 

lORj_ngleman , The Mennonite, March , 1929, 21. 

llPe1;sonal interview with P. C. Grunau , July 23, 1952. 

12Konferencebeschlusse der Mermoni ten Br~:idergemeinde, 
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the church was disbanded . The few remaining f omilies, there-

upon,.disposed of their farms and treked northward to join 

their brethren living under more prosperous conditions at 

Okeene and Fairvlew.13 

The Okeene settlement struggled tJ;)rough the early 

period or hBXdship to become well established by the time of 

statehood. A church organizational meeting held April 20, 

1902, enrolled sixty members into the Mennonite Brethren 

Church. Adam Fischer and Fredrick Schafer provided the con

gregation with religious leadership during this period.14 

The lands ln the western p t of the Cb.eyenne-Arapaho 

Territory were generally considered to be little suited for 

farn.u.ng. But J. J. Kliewer, who had .founded the Mennonite 

ashi ta lV'u.s si on near the present site of' Corn in 1889,. held 

a different opinion of' the region . He carried repo.r ts to 

Mennonite communities in Kansas of rich river-bottom lands 

and of other fertile virgin acreages capable or being trans

forrc-ed into productivity equ·-1 to any l ands in Kansas. This 

optimistic a ppraisal of' the area, to a large extent, initiat

ed the extensive Menno_ni te moYement into lJ17ha t are now Washita 

and Custer counties.15 

1951. 

1952. 

13Harms, Geschichte der Brudergemeind.e, 18'7 .. 

14Personal letter from Henry Heinrichs, November 13, 

15Personal interview with Henry H. Flaming , July 15, 
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Most of the Mennonite homesteaders in the western 

part ' of the territory came from Reno, HarYey, Marion . Woodson, 

and Butler counties, Kansas. They generally traveled to the 

region in groups. of' several f amilies. The first part of their 

journey led the wagon caravans southward to Caldwell; Kansas. 

From this border town the route f'ollowed the Rock Island 

Railroad through the Cherolree Outlet to the v.icini ty of' El 

Reno.· The last section of the route took them west across 

the South Canadian River and on to the lViennoni te mission on 

the Washita River. It was around this mission site that the 

early homesteaders settled. Treacherous river beds, steep 

cliffs, wide canyons, and t;he presence o.f many Indians posed 

real or imaginary threats to saf'ety along the way .16 The 

largest influx of settlers came in 1894 but well over a score · 

of Mennonite families were established in the two counties a 

year after the opening of 1892. 

Numerous unique problems taxed the ingenuity of the 

early settler. The building of some type of house was an 

lmmediate concern. The first homesteaders generally built 

sod houses and dugouts,, either because they were too poor to 

· erect a frame structure or because lu.mber wa.s not available 

within convenient hauling distance. Since the sod in this 

region was not sufficiently matted, the sod houses construct

ed leaked badly during periods of rain . Dugouts, six or 

16Ibid. -
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moro popular . f~ut these also ~1ad the:i.r iscomforts. Oi.10 fa,. 

ily a·roh:c one rainy night to find their c~wo-lling flooded uit;h 

\later entering by way of' a pl''airie ... doe; hole . 17 Another set

tler , knowing little about sod buildin[,; at one time relil tcd 

that his house leaked to much that it vns nccosso.r;,;r for one 

norubeJ: of the fa.nily to hole: an u J:rclla oveP the foo while 

tho o t'1ors utc tho :·:::.ov..1 . 18 

Liany hom0stoo.C:.e:.'s fo· .. md tho rrn. tcr and fuel . proble:::i' 

qu.ito soI'ioua. r:Jcr s , even thoucli dug to d03Yi:;hs of ovor s ix-

ty foc·c , of'ton protl!:i..ced 0_11-s· n1Lal1 rwtcr nn.d could not bo 

ba.i·rel$ often had to s,.1:i:'f:lcc . 1:!hcro :fir-ev10od was scarce , t'1.0 

,J t t le r b1,1r1:o c. 

A TTido var:et~ of crops ---knffir corn, milo - maizo , 

t7heat , and c eitton---wcre pln:ntod t ·ie f :lrst years . In .. ost 

:.nstancos ~_;}10 oric:i~ial soed i'or t.:::.o srain crops b.ad been 

br·ou.r{ht alone frc11 Kan~ias . Cotton seod was pur-olmsod nt El 

1:eno . Je:i1:r':,y .L l•'lar.1inc , 1h.o cmno to v,rh.:t is now VJtu;i :ito. 

A tin cnn, with a 

J ·all hole, fi.::-od in it , was filled with ere.in and tied behind 

2'7 , 

17 Porsono.l intcrviov1 v,i th i ::•s . 
1952 . 

J . P . Kroe~;:cr , Docc ·ber 
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the breaking plow. As the share cut through the s_ocl, t he ker

nels of grain were shaken out of the can t1"ai ling in the fur

row. The.next time, around the plow would cover the g.rain.19 

During the firs:t. few years, crops, due to droughts 

and hot wi.nds, were very scanty. IV.1any remained ·opt5..rn.ist1c 

and waited for better years; a few returned to Kan3as or mov

ed elsewhere. Those in the latter group o.ften gave up their 

lands for very lit tle remuneratlo.n. One man t raded. his farm 

for a grass mower • .Another exchanged his 160 acres for a cow. 

hose that rernai.nsd and · those tl1R-'-- secured land later f'ound 

that harvests o.f good years were bountif't,,1 .. l. In 1894 some 

wheat in the area yielded fifteen bushels to the e.cre; and in 

1897 a bumper crop was harvested , w~th y:telds averaging as 

high ,as thirty bushels to the acre.20 Oats and ma5.ze pro 

duced from t wenty to thirty bushels p~r a~pe .i~l89 . Cotton, 

kaffir corn, and sugar cane were also success1ully raised. 21 

'fhe nearest market facilities were at El Reno, some 

fifty miles to the east. A round trip over the r ough prairie 

roads took five days . Quicksand and occasional .heavy rains 

caused the wide South Canadian River ; unspanned by bridges, 

19Personal inter view with Henry H. Flaming , July 16, 
1952. 

20Jacob J. Kroeker in a letter to Zionsbote (McPherson, 
Kansas), J anuary 9; 189?. 

21Ibid., August 24, 1898. 



44 

to be an ever present problem. Emil Hinz as a lad often 

crossed the river with his parents . On one occasion one of 

the wagons in their train bec·ame mi.red in t 11e quicksa..11d. In 

order to rescue its occupants they· place~. wooden planks across 

the quicksand area. -This gave a firm enough footing to per

mit the people, to walk to safety. The team and wagon, however, 

could not be saved f'rom the mire. 22 

The Canadian was crossed either at a point near the 

site ·of Geary or approxJ.mately one mile south of the present 

U.S. H~ghway 66 bridge. F'avori te overnight _camping ~i tes 

along the way were Devil 1 s Canyon and. Dead Woman Creek, terms, 

generally carrying com1otations not conductive to peaceful 
I 

repose. 23 

· The extension of' t he Rock Island Railroad into .Custer 

Cour1ty in 1~98 brought about the establishment of market cen

ters in that area.24 The long b9-.rdensome trips to El Reno, 

therefore, became unnecessary after that date. 

Shelly, located f'i ve miles west and t wo south of 

present-day Corn, for eight yea.rs was t he center of the 

Mennonite settlement in Washita County. -The town boasted a 

post office, general merchandise store, cream station, a nd 

cheese factory. , John Ratzlaff, H. A; Flamingt George Bushman, 

1952. 

22Personal interview with Emil Hinz, December 30, 1952. 

23:Personal interview with Henry H. Fla.ming , April 16,, 

24The Clinton Daily N~ws, April 13, 1949. 
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Hen,:ry Wions t Frank Janzen, Poter Fla1J1inc; , and J., J'. Kliewer 

were uionee1" businessmen in the town . S'1elly began to decline 

,hon the Frisco Railroad roache i:a.to Washita Coimty in 900 . 

The t01unsi te of Stout was laid out; along the tracks, and soon 

it roplacod Shelly as tb.o l0ad:Lc1.e; town or- th.o aro6. . In. 1903 

Stout was raov{Jd to the present location of Bossie . 25 

Corn bocaroo the center of tho Mcnnoni te populo.ce 
'. 

shortly ai'ter the abandonment of' S ... 1olly. The town itself 

crew up ru."ov.nd the Mennonite Brethren Church. built in 1894 ~ 

The original post office site was two :miles north of the 

present location. A ·small ~onora l mEn•ohandise store was 

oper'a t0d in connection with he pos t off.ice. It ls e;enerally 

a greed that the post office roceivod its 11 .me ')oca.u.so or the 

large amouri.t of cor•n g;row:n in tho im1nedia:to vie lni ty . In 

s ignint:; the offtciul papers , howovor• , the posta l departmont 

spelled the n~me K-0 -1.,-n ; consoquent,ly the · town car:i:>icd the 

Ger1~·an name "Kornn until 1918 when it was changed to i-ts 

present spoll:tng.26 

Soon after its esto.blish'l""lcnt , tb.o post office was 

11-ove-d to Kondall 7 s Store th1°oe nL1os north of' tho oric;L10.l 
-

location. L~1tor• an application vms ~;ranto"1 to have it movod 

co the prosent site. G. A. and. ,I. A. Flaming \Vere the first 

25c harle s E o Enc;le:ma.n, "Two '.I'ovvn.,g Star•t;ed , Dle cl before 
:iessie Foundinc , n Ibid . 

26washita Count;y Entorprize ( Corn, Oklahow..a ), Ifovcmbor 
9 , 1950. 
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merchants to start stores in Corn. 27 The town was not in

corporated and did not organize any form of government. All 

activities functione d through the church. 

Being tradi tionally religious; the Mennoni te fron

tiersro.en1 soon after they had planted ho.mes, organized and 

built churches. The Mennonite Brethren Church of Corn was 

founded on Novembe:r 9, 1893. Sixteen families, led by Abraham. 

Richert, made up the church_ body. Jacob .F'unlc, Benjamin Wedel,, 

and Henry Dyck as ;:; isted Richert in the minis try. Services 

during the f'lrst months were held in private homes, 

In the spring of 1894 the first church building, a 

dugout, forty feet long and twenty wide, with. sides built 

up a few feet wi th sod was built. The site was donated by 

Peter Bergman. Benches ·were made from cottonwood lumber 

which came from a sawm.i.11 located near Cloud Chief. 28 

Conference r eports reveal that the chut>ch membership 
numbered 175 by 1896. 29 This rema.rkable populat.ion growth 

coupled with the bumper crops the following year , stimula ted 

the settlers to begin c onstru.ction on a frt:1me church build

:i.ng. The new edifice, sixty feet long and thirty-ttvo 1i11ide, 

was proudly .dedicated on April 10, 1898.30 In 1905 the 

27Engleman, °Corn Built on Church,"11 The Clinton Daily 
~, April 13, 1949. 

180. 

28Harms, peschichte der Brudergemeinde, 177. 
29Konferencebeschlusse 2:§£. Mennoniten Brudergemeinde, 
30zionsbo~, April 14, 1 898 . 
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building was enlarged with the addition of two wings .31 

During F'ebruary , 1895, the church members elected 

Peter Neufeld as their pastor . Isaak Harms ·was chosen as a 

minister , and Benj amin Wedel and Jacob :Fu.n.k were selec ted as 

deacons . On Mar ch 15 , 1897, Abraham Richert and Isaak Harms 

were officially ordained as ministers by Abraham Schellenberg 

of Ebenfeld, Kansas .. In May of the same year Ri chert resumed 

the leadership of the church. Four years later Harms was 

ordained as elder and pastor, and Funk and Wedel as deacons . 

Jacob Ri chert, Peter Wiebe, and Henry Bergthold , prominent 

lay members , assisted in the preaching .mini stry. The first 

board of t1·ustees, elected on J·anuary 5 , 1901 , was composed 

of the following members ~ H. H., Kliewer, D. D. Wiens, J. J. 

Kroeker , A. J. Kroeker , and Isaak Harms . 

After the death of Elder Harms in September , 1903, 

Richert , for the t hlrd time in less than a decade , was cal 

led upon to shoul der the responsibilities of the church lead

ership . Henry H. Flaming and Jacob Reimer, at the same time, 

were elected ministers . Ot her member s a ctive in religi.ous 

activities were Peter R. Wohlgemuth, John F. Duerksen, a nd 

Ferdinand Engle , later arrivals in the community.32 

A memorable event in t he history of the community 

occurred in 1902 when the General Conference of the .ennonite 

31Harms , Geschichte der Brudergemeinde, 177. 

32Ibid., 177-179. 
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Brethren churches of the United States and Canada convened c!-t 
Corn . The event was .reported by a contemporary newspaper as 

follows: 

The national conf'erence of the Mennonites has been in session the past week at Korn ••• with. over 3,000 
:members in attendance. • . • 'fhe sessions are held in a large tent and the greatest interest is manifested. Wednesday the Sanger.fest fs ong i'esti val7 took place, participated in by trained choirs from all portions of the United States . The remainder of the meetings were devoted to conference affairs •••• It was one of the .most i mpo~~ant meeti ngs in the history of the Mennonite movement. 

Since Corn was an inland town , delegates to the con
vention could only travel by rail as far as Bessie , twelve 
miles distant . It was necessary, therefore, for the settlers 

to establish a temporary horse-and-buggy transportation system 
between Bessie and Corn for the benefi.t of the many out-of
state delegates. From Corn the guests were taken into pri
vate homes and cared for by the people o.f the cornm.uni ty. 34 

In 1907 the Bessie Mennonite Brethr en Church was es
· t ablished for the benefit of the members living on the western 
fringe of the settlement. It start ed with a membership of 

, 
thirty-five persons . 'I'he new congregati on, located ei t 
and one-half miles west and one south of Corn, obtained B. P. 

chmidt as their first leader. 35 

33s tillwater Advance, November 27, 1902. 
34washita County Enterprize, November 9, 1950. 
35 •• Harms, Geschichte der Brudergemeinde, 188-189. 
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On August 24, 1894, fifteen famill es originating from 

the Al exander wohl and Hof'fnungsaw communitie s in central 

Kansas organized the first Gener•al Confer ence Mennonite 

church in the Corn area . The group hel d its early religious 

services in the Sichar and Greenfield schoolhous es . Sichar 

was located seven miles west and four south o.f Corn and 

Greenfield school was two miles west a.nd one and one-half 

north of the town. Latar the congregation me t in the Shelly 

mission church two Sundays of the month and in homes or 

schools the .remaining Sundays. 

Because the members were scattered widely, the church 

agreed , in February , 1896, to separate into two bod i es. 

Thereafter the settlers l i v ing west of the Washita River met 

as a congregation in t he Sichar s choolhouse while t ho se liv

ing east of' the river congregated at the Shelly mission or in 

private homes .36 

The western, or Sichar, congregation, by t he s pring 

of 1900, had pros pered to t he extent tha t they were able to 

build ru1d dedicate a new church building . 'fb.e. white f1:•a.me 

structure was l ocated .four miles east and one and one-half' 

north of Cordell.37 Peter Pankratz and Michial Klaasen were 

early leaders of' this group. Shor tly afte.r 1900 a faction 

from t he congregation wi thdrew to organi ze the Herald 

1952. 
36Personal interview with Emil Hinz, December 30, 

3?~ .fil Reno News, March 15, 1900. 
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Mennonite Church. This latter group, located three miles to 

the north, was more centrally situated; consequently it soon 

surpassed the mother church in membership. 

In 1901 the Be~gthal congr egation constructed a church 

two miles west and t.i:iree north of Corn on a plot 01' g rou.r:id 

donated by Benjamin Ratzlaff. Because most or the l abor was 

donat.ed, the entire cost of construction was only $34 7 .oo. 
John Peters was chairman of the bui~ding committee and Henry 

Krause ·was the chief carpenter. The first church trustees 

were John Heidebrecht, F. · J. 1Mirain, and Emil Hinz. J. J. 

Kliewer and John Flaming were early pastors.38 

The Amish 1ennonites were among the first to organize 

church congregations in what is now Custer County., The Amish 
' trace their history back to seventeei1th-century Switzerland.· 

The f ounder of the sec~, Jacob Ammon, an extremely conserva

tive-minded Mennonite, concluded that the'church of his day 

was too lax, especially in the f ailure to apply the practice 

of avoidance . His movement, as a whol~, tended toward the 

preservation of old customs and t.r· aditions and the shunning 

o:f new innovations, which he considered 11of' the world 1i. 39 

The Amish people in the Thomas community, being part 

of the main trunk of the conservative sect, were known as the 

Old Order Amish . They practiced the religious and social 

38Personal interview with Emil Hinz, December 30, 1952. 

39smi th, ·rhe Story of.: the Mennoni t es, 139-141. 



51 

customs prevailing during the time of Ammon, thus making 

t hem almost exact replicas o.f the seventeenth-century Swiss. 
'I',/ ~ 

Characteris tics .. distinguishing the gro1Jp 1,rnre beards , long 
. . ·.?.'; 

hair, hooks and eyes , uniform homemake clothing, broad

brimmed hats , aprons, a nd the u.se o.f springl.ess top- buggi es. 

Th~ngs t abooed by the Order i.ncluo.ed buttons, store clotl1es, 

hats for women , brightly painted rnach1nery or houses, wr:i. t

ing desks , wall pictures, sofas, carpets, power farm machin-• 
I 

ery ,. any buggy a ccesories, telephones , a.nd church buildings . 

Religious services were conducted in private homes in the 

German language . ·English preaching, Sunday schools, and 

evening services 1,-.'ere not permitted . 40 

The f:Lrs t Amish families sett ling in the' 1r homas com

muni ty. arrived in 1893; but by l c 8 t he g.roup still numbered 

on1y six famili e s . However ,' the arrival of a winlster in 

1898 a:nd the subsequent format:i.on or a pioneer church stim

ulated the growth of the settlement greatly.41 

Th.e settlement soon came to cover such a large area 

that it became expedient to div ide the church into two con

gregations . Thus the South and North congregations of the 

Olu Order Amish Church came to be formed . Eaah group had an 

enrollment of over fifty members by 1907. In the South 

40Ibig,., 633-634. 

1951. 
41Persona+ letter from Malinda Yoder , December 27, 
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Congrega tion, Jacob Yoder , J. A. Ydller., and A. D. Nissley 

served a s ministers; in the North, John Sl abough, A. B • .IVdller, 

and Tobias Yoder functioned as l eaders.42 

Several families near t he present Hydro community 

formed an Amish Mennonite Church. The Arrdsh Mennonites com

posed a more liberal wing of the Amish sect. Their way of 

life followed a mo.re moderate cour se, hence they 1 • ...rere often 

referred to a s the '' progressive" Amish.43 Two religious lead

ers, John J. J·ohns and Lewis Ei chorn, were among the early 

pioneers .. 1rhi s settlement, however, did not experience a sub

stantial growth before statehood. 44 

Another small band of settlers planted a chur ch com-

munity a few miles southwest of the present city of vJeather

ford . The members of t b.is group belonged to · the Krimmer 

Mennonite Brethren Church. This Mennonite branch originated 

in Russia in 1861. In 1874 t he entire church membership mi-

' grated to Kansas. The group held reli gious practi ces very 

similar to the Mennonite Brethren ;45 consequently there was 

considerable intermingling between the t wo conferences . The 

main point of distinction between the two branches was in 

their mode of baptism. The Krimmer Mennonite Brethren i mmers-

42Mennonite Yearbook and Directory, 1908 (Scottdale,, 
1908), 34. -

43Personal l etter from rv'i.alinda Yoder, December 27 ,1951. 

44Mennonite Yea~book and Directoryy 1907 (Scottdale 
25. 1907), 

45see pages 29-30. 
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ed forward into the water while the Mennonite Brethren immers-

ed backward . 46 

Jacob M. Friesen_ and David E. Harder were instrument-

al in t he organization and development of the early church ac

tivities of the Krimmer Mennonite Brethren in Oklahoma. The 

group had no permanent pl ace of wor ship before 1904 but re

l igious meetings were regularly conduc t ed in the homes . I n 

1904 a church bui lding was erected on a site three miles 

south and two and one-half west of Weatherford.47 

The table below shows the number of pioneer church 

congregations established by the different branches in the 

Cheyenne-Arapaho Territory . 

TABLE I 

NUivJBER OF MENNONITE CONGREGATIONS BY 
BRANCHES IN THE CHEYEN'NJ!>ARAPAHO 

COUNTRY BY 1907 

Mennonite Branch Number of Local 
Congregations 

General Conference •·••·•••·•·•••••• 4 
Mennonite Bret t.i.ren • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • 4{1' 
Old Order Amish • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. • 2 
Amish-Mennonite..................... 1 
Krimmer Mennonite Brethren•••·•••·• 1 

*Includes Cooper, disbanded in 1902 

46smith, The Story of the Mennonites, 664. 

47nennonite Yea;book and Directory , 1907, 25. 



CHAPTER IV 

MENNONI'rE SETTLEllf&Nrs AND THE CHURCH IN 

THE CHEROKEE OUTLET (1893-1907) 

-The land known a s the Cherokee Outlet wa s opened to 

settlement at noon on September 16, 1893. li'ederal officials 

sought to avert 11 sooner 11 problems by requi.ring prospective 

homesteaders to obtain registration certificates at the bound

ary before entering the Outlet . The huge crowds that crowded 

each registration booth, however , made t hi s plan i mpractic

able.l It has been estimated t hat more than 100,000 people 

joined in the race to claim the rich prairies of northwestern 

Oklahoma Territory . A participant in the run has described 

the event ·as follows : 

Among the crowds a s sembled there L§.t the Kansas 
borde.r] were conveyances of almos t every conceivable 
kind . There wer e many covered wagons; buggies; buck
boards; carts; and even sur reys • • • • At five minutes 
to twelve all was t ense and ready. The last details had 
been attended to and all were on the line •••• All 
eyes were on t he ·man on horseback, stationed well with-
in the Strip, who was t o fire t he signal shot i..,,rhich was 
to start the • • • r ace • • • . A puff of blue smoke and 
t he race is on. Everything helter skelter, pell mell, 
every fellow apparently f or himself and the devil for the 
hindmost • • • • Ri gs were broken down and horses stunr- •-

1Gi ttinger , The Formation of' the State of Oklahoma, 
199- 201 . 
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bJe d and f e~ but the rolling mass moved on and within 
t wo hours the tides from ... the north and south;:,had met 
near the middle of the ~trip. 2 · 

Mennonites were in the front ranks of the homestead- 

ers that surged into the newly opened territory. Forsaking 

low"-", Nebraska, Kansas, and :tvlissouri, they scattered into all 

areas of the Outlet. They had a definite part in the found

ing and early development of the co.mmuni ties of 4eno, Deer -

Creek, Orienta, Fairview, Lahoma, Jet, Lucien~ Manchester , 

Kremlin, Medford , North Enid, and Enid. 

Nearly all of the Mennonites · tha t participated in · 

the run apparently were successful in filing claims to quarter 

sections. Several, however, lost choice lands because they 

were not willing to "fight it out '1 with challensers who fal

sely a sserted prior claims to their staked locatj_ons.3 

It was mainly the poor , the landless, and the unem

ployed that ventured into t he 0 Strip 11 country. This original 

poverty, intensified annually by d ismal drouth conditions, 

threat ened to wreck the Men.10ni te settlements for many years. 

The cro ps of 1894 were complete failures, except f'or water

melons and turnips and these overi'looded the market . Har

vests of 1895 and 1896 were poor at the best with most far

mers again experiencing compl ete failures. 4 

2Geo.rge 1tainey, The Cherokee 8tri12 (Guthrie, 1933), 
277-279. 

3Personal interview with.Ben Decker, July 17, 1952. 
4Personal letter from Peter Neufeld, July 29, 1952. 
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Men obtained whatever outside employment was avail

able, leaving w.ives and children to do the farm i.A.rork. Thos e 

living in the ublackjackti region tried to eke out an existence 

by selling wood at sixty cents a wagon load.5 One Mennonite 

in the Iv1edford community, as a last resort, secured employ

ment on the railroad at twenty-five cents a day in a desper

ate attempt to support his wife and family of four teen child

r en .6 

Quite a number went to work in the harvest fields of 

Kansas. This entailed leaving their f runilies to manage with

out them for several months. Many were forced to beg food, 

seed, and money from fellow-Mennonites in neighboring states.7 

One settler was known to have walked from his homestead near 

Hennessey to ~.ario11 County, Kansas,, a distance of over one 

hundred and fifty miles, to borrow money to provide .for his 

fawily through the winter of 1894. 

The general diet during the early trying years eon

sisted of a small vari ety of .foods. '1We lived on beans, 11 

stated one pioneer. "Beans were cheap and they were good. r1 8 

Cakes made f'rom the meal of kaffir corn ground in a co.ffee 

mill were also commonly served. Gravy and corn bread was 

1952 . 

5Rainey , The Cherokee BtriD, 359. 

6PersonaJ. interview with fvlrs .. C .N. Hiebert, July 19 • 

7Personal letter f rom Peter Neufeld, July 29, 1952. 

8Personal interview with Ben Decker, July 17, .1952. 
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a cheap steady diet, as was water melon, and cow peas . 11 Prips ~ 

a concoction brewed from ground roasted wheat or barley, was 

the Mennonite substitute for coff'ee.9 

Sod houses and dugouts ware typical abodes for the 

Cherokee Strip pioneers . As soon a s buildlng supplies were 

available and .finances permitted, such residences were re

placed with wooden structures. Frame buildings came into uae 

early in the North Enid-Kremlin area; but i.t was after 1900 

before most of the JYiennonite settlers in the other areas were 

able to improve their housing status to that extent .lo 

The obtain..ing of' good water, a major problem in the 

Cheyenne-Arapaho,T€!rrito.ryt also caused some concern in parts 

of' the Outlet. At Fairview, Orienta, and some sections- east 

of Enid .the well water contained '-'lkali. Good water was gen

erally found t depths of twenty-five to forty feet in the 

other settlements. Several wells dug near Medford and Deer 

Creek shortly a.f t151• t~1e run are still in use today •11 

The pioneer 1'11ennonite settler in t he Cherokee Outlet 

did not have · much farming equipment. , The aver age farmer own

ed a team of horses, mulest or oxen, a wagon, plow, possibly 

a mower or reaper; and a f'ew garden tools • .A reversion to 

some of the earliest frontier methods of f e.rm:ing was, there-

1952. 
9Per s0U:a1 interview with IV'ir s. P. P. Regier , July 16, 

lOibid· _, 
July 19, 1952. 

Person~l interview with ~~s . C. N. Hiebert, 

llibid. 
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fore, o.ften necessary. Such feed crops as corn, maize, and 

sugar cane were planted by hand with the aid of a hoe. Sugat> 

cane was raised not so much for cattle fodder but primarily 

for its sugar. Sugar was 0 .mao.e'' by forcing the cane stallcs 

through a hand wringer. The juice extracted by this process 

wa,s led through a trougl1 into a huge iron kettle. When the 

kettle had been filled with juice the contents were boiled 

down to a thick sugary sirup. This sirup, used extensively 

in cooking and aaking, apparently served as a good substitute 

f f . d 12 or re ine sugar . 

1/iJhea.t was cut with a mower o.r a reaper and., for many 

years , bound into bundles by hand w.i. th st.raw. A unique meth

od of thrashing the gr ain, empl oyed for some time in the 

Medfo.rd comrouni ty was t o have a. horse pull a heavy notched 

stone back and for th a cr oss the wheat str aw, therBby beatlng 

the graj_n from the heads .13 Such special "thrashing stones 11 , 

brought to .Am~rica by the Rus sian Mennon:i.tes , had earlier 

b d • K 14: M . t . G een use . in ansas. · ennoni es in present-day rant County 

seem to have been the only ones ever to have utilized 11 tr.,.rash

ing stones 11 in Oklahoma. 

12Personal interview with C. N. Hiebert, July 19, 
1952. 

13Ibid. 

14Bliss Isely and w. M. Richards , Four Centu.ries lg 
Kansas (Wichita, 1944), 245. 
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A f'ew thrashing machines , sometimes cooperatively 

owned, we:r.e usually found in the Mennonite cornmunlties. 

Neighboring farmers went to0ether to help each other harvest 

the crops. Thrashing "rigs 11 , with a c.re~ • .r of fifteen to thi.r

ty workers, were available fo~ hire after crop condi t i ons im

proved in the territory.15 

The distinctive 11 Nebraskat1 and 11 Jack Ra bbit" plows 

were used extensively in the Ci1eroltee Outl et . Instead of 

having moldboards , these plows had curved rods set some four 

inches apart. An upright knife -like cutter was attached near 

the point of' the. plow even 1r.ri t h t.he land side . Sometimes the 

cutter ·was fastened t o the short steel beam, but generally it 

wa s attached tc the inner edge of the share . The cut ter, set 

at an angle , 3liced off a laye.r of soil at tb.e proper width 

and thickness . The share cut it loose, and the rods turned 

it bottom- side - 1..:i.p . The plow ma de a. characteri s tic hu.::rurling 

sound as .i t cut th.roi..1sh the soct .16 

The general economic outlool-1: of the Mennoni te . .fron

tiersmen brightened co n.sid•3r ably a.fter 1897 . Good crops , the 

' 

l)assage of the Free Homes Bil l in 1900, ·wtii ch revoked t he 

plan that settlers should pay for t heir homesteads , and con

tinual thrifty living made rapid c~1.anges in i'c1.rl"Jing methods 

15Personal interview with fi/' s . P. P. Regier , July 16, 

1 952 . 
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and equipment possible. Debts were paid , homesteads i tnprov·ed., 

and many persons secured additional land.17 

As conditions :i.mp.roved t he £v1en.noni te settlements 

were enlarged wi th newcomers who were d1·awn, to the region by 

the optimi -stic, a nd frequently exaggerated , rs ports of tl1.e 

original settlers. Perhaps a typical exampl e of the ty pe of 

information received in the older sections is contained in 

the following letter written by a former resident o.f Nebraska: 

1ne land here northeast of Enid is as good as arzy 

in Nebraska •••• The climate is very good , much better 
than in Nebraska . It isn•t nearly as cold in wi nter and 
onJ.y five degrees warmer in surrilller . The summer nights are 
always cool wit..i:1 ref'reshing breezes .. • • • This is good 
grass country, and we have been able to sell milk a t the 
creamery all summer f'o.r sixty-- flve to ninety-nine ce1rts 
l)er h'u.ndrei8pound • • • • Settlers are moving in every 
aay •••• 

Later arrlvals were able to p·w>chase l and from J..ls

cour·aged or bankrupt farrue.rs without much difficulty . f :'ices 

varied wl th the type of .land , the location , and the economic 

outlook at the time of' purchase . During the drought a quar

ter section of land in the Fairview-Orienta urea c uld be ob

tained for one hundred and f'if ty dollars . 1 9 tiom.e la.nd i n the 

vi cini c-.r of fii.ngw00d and Lahoma couLl be t.1a · :for a J PG n of 

17Personal 1£.tter from Peter Neufeld , July 19, 1952. 

18reter RAg:i.P-'P, 5.n a letter to ZJ.0>.n.sbo..,te; (McPherson, 

Kansas) , December 27, 1897. 

l9personal interview with P. C. Grunau , July 15i 

1952. 
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mules or a good set of h2,rness .20 In 1897 a nd 1898 Mennon:i..tes 

in present- day Gar field County paid from five hundred to t wo 

thousand dollars per L\Uar t.er secti· ,n. 21 

H.eli o:ion. in the true iV1e.nno...,_· 1.· te t,... d · ti f. 
u • _ J. .1.. cfL 1. · on ,. WHS o·. 

primary importanc e in the s ettlements fou nded b;r members of 

the denomina tion . ,. eligious services,. often 1.-Ji tl't0ut t.b.e aid 

·of .minj_sters, we.re conducted from the very outset in private 

homes. An o.fficial · church 1.1ras or ganized as soon as posslble 

e re.n. thougb. the mambership was usually sma11. Land, l a bor , 

:mo.ney) and time 1 ere willingly donated t o provide a church 

buildi ng . 

The first M0..n.noni te church in the Cherokee Outlet 

1A19.S 1~'.)und.ed in tbe f'all of 1894 . It was located in the 

Fairview community and became affiliated w'ith the Mennonite 

B~rethren Confere nce . ,Jacob Kliewer was the first pastor and 

H. D. Barte.1 and Peter- Ma1·t8ns ·1ere the first iea cons. 22 Be

fore ·the building of a church the fa.vori te place of assembly 

1;.ras in a grove of trees located on a f'ai".'m a half .mile north 

of pre sent-day Fairview. Par <:1nts ca.me to the grove with 

20Peraonal interview· 1•rith Ben Decker , July 17, 1952 . 

21Peter Regier , in a letter to z igl}§bo;t:,e:..L Dece..mber 

27, 1897. 

223. C. Grunau, 11 .Hi story of t he South F'a irview 

Mennonite Brethren Chur·ch:i (A paper read a t the i'ift,ieth an 

n,i.v"':rsarv celebration of the South airvlew Ivlennonite Brethren 

Ct'J.urch , E'airv1ew, Okl aho.rna , April 22, 1945) . 
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their wagons filled wi th children, packed dinners, and feed 

i'or the horse s . A t ypical Sunday scene a t the location has 

been described a s follows: 

It was a picturesque sight to behold the wagons come 
a long the newly broken trails from vari ous points of the 
••• prairie, spot t ed here and there by small, fertile, 
and productive fields. Having arrived a.t the pla ce of 
meeting , t he horses were unhitched and tied to the wag
ons . Men and women gathered in groups to visit while 
the younger generation r an about until the preaching ser
vice began . Then all congregated , sit ting in the shade 
of the trees on wagon seats, boards, blocks •••• The 
song leader then led the singing , get ting his pitch with 
t he aid of a tuning fork . • • • A prayer service fol
lowed , and one and of'ten two sermons •••• At noon 
the mothers and older girls would unpack the lunches •• 
• • The f'ood , though simple, was wt10lesome and thorough
ly enjoyed. The Sunday School ·was conlucted in the after
noon.23 

In the spring of 1895 --t wo Mennoni te Brethren churches 

were constructed _to a c comoda.te the widely scattered member 

ship. One , a crude frame s t ructuxe, was erected in the nor 

thern part of the settlement and named Nord Hoffnungsf'eld 

(North Hopefield) . '.rhe Sud Hoffnungsf eld (South Hopef ield) 

Cl1urch; built of sod , served the people living in t he south

ern section or the settlement . Jacob Kliewer became t he pas

tor of the northern group and William Hergert of t he southern 

congregation. The total membership of the t wo churches in 

1895 was 171. 

The small Nor th Hopefiel d church; located three and 

a half miles north and one mile west of pr esent- day Fairview, 

23a. Elmer Jantz,· 11 A History of the , ~1ennoni te Brethren 
Church of Fairview Oklahoma" (A naper read at the dedicati on . 
ceremonies of t he i~a.irvie1.v Mennonl te Brethren Church, Fairview, 
Okiat1oma, May '7 , 1 950) • 
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was repla ced in 1902. The new structure erected was fifty 

feet long and t hirty wide, and had a sea.ting capaci ty of ap

proximately two hundred. Some pr omi.nent lay men who served 

as deacons and a s si stant ministers during the early years 

were : J.B. Unruh, D. C. Eitzen, Peter Martens , Henry D. 

Bartel, George Knaak, J. L. Hodel, and c. A. Wi chert.24 

•• 
From 1900 to 1905 t he Sud Hof fnungsfeld Church, lo-

cated four miles southeast of present-day Fai.rview, was under 

the joint pa.storship of M. M. Just and Fred Just. On May 18, 

1902, the congregation moved from the original 11 soddie 11 into 

a new .frame church . In 1905 J. IVI . Just assumed the sole lead

ership of the church. Some a ctive church off'icers and as

sistant ministers during this peri od wer e : Fred Fruechting, 

Cornelius Grunau, Abraham Becker, H. G. Fast, and A. P . Epp. 25 

Mennonl te .families originally f'1•om McPherson and 

Marion counties , Kansas , organiz ed a church in the .present 

Meno comm.unity on June 13 , 1895. The group affiliated with 

the General Conferenc e and elected John Ratzlaff as t heir 

first pastor. The 1ddespr e ad natur e of the settlement here 

al so necessitated t wo places of worship . The larger group 

held services in a log school house near the site on which 

Meno l ater was founded. The other church group, consis ting 

25.r. C. Grunau , 11 History of the South Fairview 

Mennonite Bret hren Church 0
• 
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of settlers living nor ,h of p1~0scnt ...,day Ringwood, conL;rogaLed 

in local homes or school house::; until after s-ta-i:::ehood. 26 

The town of Ueno was fouri.dod in J.902 . Peter Kane , 

:i.ts i'ound0r , 01"'i ?;inally in-'Gcncled to no.no tho town "Men.no n, 

after· th.e histo1"ic Mer.,.no Si:mons . Ho t knowing hou -tm spell 

was built in IIeno short l y a.:ftoP the founding of the town. 

The loe:; school hoUt!e wns then abandoned us a pJ.a.ce of wor 

ship . Pion0ero n.ssocir;i.ted wlth 1;he ea:rly development oi' the 

Meno chu-rch f:ero: Adam Becko:P , '.k.1:nF:,· Koehn , Cornelious U1wuh, 

David Wedel , Jv.cob A. Vledol:, Eon,jam:tn Eek, · VL _1:tam R. Jan:tz , 

Benjnr.iin P. Ja.ntz , Andrew KodJ.m, and Denjruain Koohn. 28 

The f'irst Mennonite church. 1:r.'l the Medford connuai ty 

was or-ganiz0d on Febrw:.u:·y 4 ., 1397. 1:rhe thirteen charter' mEn•2• 

bers eloctoc,. II . J . Gaede as the 1P pastor . The gr oup mot in 

a sch.ool house for 11any year•s ·but eventually erected u ch1.u•ch 

two miles no:rth and two east of Medford . The Go:neral 

Conf0ronce oonc;rec;ation had crmYn to a:ppro:x.lmat;oly sixty :~10:c-1-

Sottlors from central Kansas and Yor'k CouLty , .1,, ebI'aska , 

1.u1itcd to f'orm a o ~tu"ch orr;an:lz,...,t;ion in the North Enia sett l e .. 

26 :a . u. Sclmldt ., "From IIo!'-:.estead Days to the .Present", 
The rne1m.oni to , LXI (January , 1 946) , 28- 31 . -------- --

2?pe1.,sanal lotter· fi,,om August Sc midt ,. June 18 , 1953 . 

29p0 rsonal letter fr011 Foi.ier 1-feufold, July 19, 1952 . 
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ment on April 5, 1897. Peter Regier, a f ormer leader of the 

ivle n.noni te Brethren Church oi" ~{ender son, Nebraska, was elect

ed pa stor by the t h irty initial members. Construction of' a 

church on a site three miles north and a half mile east of 

the present city of Eni d was begun immediately. The build 

ing committee supervi s ing the work was compos ed of Peter 

Regier, Isaak Regi er, and • G. Gaede. The t hirty- two by 

twenty-four fe et wooden structure i:~as erected on a three 

acre tract of land dona ted by Absolom Martens. with the 

help of financial aid received from the Mennonite Brethren 

Chur ch of H nderson, Nebraska, the building was completed on 

March 26, 1898.30 

RE,gier, one of th-s most actl ve leaders in the 

Mennonite Brethren Conference, served as pastor of the North 

Enid church until his death ln 1904. A comrni ttee of eight 

men directed the church affairs until J am1ary 16, 1905, wr1en 

J. D. H~ebert was secured as pastor. B. M. Regiei-·, the found

er of the Menn.oni te settlement, Claas Penner, Peter P. Regier, 

and J ohn Bese were other settlers active in the early devel

opment o.f the church, 31 

30p. c. Grunau, HFif'tieth Anninversary of the 
Mennonite Brethren Church, Enid , Oklahoma , 18 97 -194 7 11 (Bul
le tin of the North Enid Mennonite Brethren Church, 1947) . 
(!J.tirueographed). 

31Harms, Geschichte full: Brudergemeinde, 190-191 . 
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Daniels. Krehbiel of Moundridge, Kansas, was the 

first Mennonite homesteader in the community now called Deer 

Creek:. Other Mennonites
1

, chiefly .from McPherson County, 

Kansas, gradually moved into the area after 1893. By August 

27, 1899, there was a group large enough to warrc.nt ·the es

tablishment of a church.32 

In 1898 the town of Deer Creek was founded adjacent 

to Mennon.tte farm holdings. In 1902 the Mennonites built 

their church on the· edge of town . Christ5-an Goebel was the 

leader of tl1e General Conf er ,~nce congr,egation from 1899 to 

1901. Manassas Moyer of Excelsior, ,Missburi, served from 

1901 to 1903. In 1903 ef. G. Peters was elected pastor and 

{. R. Vo½.h was chosen as elder. The original' chu.rch meniber 

ship of twenty- one had increased to sixty-five by the end of 

the tBrritor·ial period . 33 

The Mennonite Brethren Church of Medford was estab

l:tsl1ed through the efforts of J. F. Har-ms on November 12, 

1899. Ha£ms* a prominent leader among the Mennonite Brethren, 

settled on a farm two and a half miles northeast of present

day Medford in tl1e summer of 1899. He was the first minis

ter in the community and tbrou,gh his zealous leadership the 

congregation, starting with approximately thirty members, de

veloped an acti~v·e c.llurch p:rogram. In add ition to his preach-

32Mennonite Year ~ and .Almanac for 1903 ( uaker
town, 1904), 35 . 

33Personal letter from Carl J. Landes, ~~ul..:.,ust 8, 1952. 
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ing and farming, Harms also published the Zionsbote, the of-

ficial German newspaper of the Mennonite Brethren Conference. 

This weekly publication carried religious artlcles together 

with news about Mennonite life in the United States and 

Canada. It was printed on Harms' farm at first, but later 

the press was mo·ved to Medford. 34 

Religious services were held i .n a school building 

which the chur ch had purchased and moved onto a site three 

miles northeas t of Medford. For several years after 1900 it 

appeared that Medford would grow into an extensive Mennonite 

Brethren settlement. In the fall of 1906, however, Harms, 

t,ecause of ill health, moved to Canada. The Conference there

upon decided to move the publication headquarters of the 

~onsbote to McPherson, Kansas . '.I.1his was ·bo mark the begin

ning of a gradual decline of the settlement. It did not be

come apparent, however, until after 1907.35 

A branch of the Mennonites knmvn a s the Old Mennonites 

were also represented in the Cherokee Strip. The Old 

Mennonite church was the original body of American Mennonites 

.from which all the other branches stemmed. Almost exclusive

ly of Pennsylvania origin, it was the largest of all the 

Mennonite groups. 36 The Old Menn.oni tes maintained very con-

34p8 r sonal interview with C. N. Hiebert, July 19,1952. 

35J. F. Harms, Geschichte Q.fil: Brudergemeinde, 173-176. 

36smith, 1!1§. Story of .:!ill:§. Mennonites, 614. 
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servative religious and social customs. Chm~ch discipline 

for bad members to attend .fairs , picnics, surprise parties, 

moving pictures, politic al mee,tings , e.xhi bi tions, baby shows, 

and the like . Membership or participation in secret soci

eties, labor unions, farm unions, and life insurance plans 

were a lso forbidden. lvl:i.nister s were chosen from the congre

gati on by lot and served without pay . 1'he bonnet and prayer

head coveri11g was prescribed .for women, a nd in som.e areas, 

the cape also . Regulations held that dres::,es should be of 

plain ma terial, full to the neck , sleeves to the wrist, not 

transparent, and long enough to be modest in every way . Mem-, 

bers were urged to pay all their just obligations and not to 

take advantage o.f exemptions and bankruptcy l aws that might 

permit them to evade t.he payment of their hone st debts. To

ward the end of the nineteenth century the elld Mennonites be

gan a rat11e·r progressive program of church activities in the 

fields of education, mi ssions, evangelism, philanthropy, and 

publications. 37 

The largest Old Mennonite concentration in the 

Cherokee Outlet was found in the vicinity of Jet, in Alfalfa 

County. The Milan Valley Church, located three miles south

east of the present townsite, was founded by the group. Simon 

Hershberger served as the minister of the church, numbering 

between forty and .fifty members , for many years. Among the 

37Ibid., 618-624. 
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first deacons were P . Zimmerman, T. Hershberger, Aaron Landis, 

and J . Zirnm.erman.38 

The German Springs Old Mennonite Church was organ

i.zed by a small number of' settlers living near present 

Yianchester in northwestern .Grant County. G. c. Hinkel shoul

dered the ministerial duties for ma.ny years. Membership dur

ing the t erritorial period aver-aged slightly 0v er thirty. 

Both the lV'ti.lan Valley and German Springs churches were under 

the ju~isdiction of Bishop T. M. Erb . 39 

Another Mennoni te branch with a congregation in the 

Cherokee Outlet country was the Church of God in Christ or 
' 

11 Holdeman 11 group . This .faction had its origin as a small off-

shoot of an Old Mennonite congregat'i on in Ohio. In 1870 the 

founder of' the church, John Holdeman, together with his fol

lowers moved to Kansas. There -the group succeeded in gain

ing additional members .from runong the Russian Mennonites. 

Although the 11 Holdemans 11 differed little from ,other Y~nnonites 

in their f'unda:mental belief their social practices were ex

tremely conservative. The men were distinguished by beards, 

collarless and ti'eless shirts; the women_ wore long skir:ts 

and small head coverings . '.I.'hey objected to the 11 taking of 

38Menn.onite Year Book and D,irectory, 1905 (Scottdale, 
1905), 11. 

39Ibid. 
• 
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usury 11 
, or interest. 40 

The first 11 Holdemans 11 in Oklahoma settled in' the 

Fairview community. The few families making up the group be

gan the development of a church organization shor tly prior to 

statehood .. The settlement experienced very little growth dur- · 

i n.g the territorial days . 

0the1~ SrrlE'..11 Mennonj_te crn..trches established in the 

Cherol{ee Outle by 1907 were loc a ted in the communities of 

Lahoma (Me1inonite Bretb.ren) , Or:i.ent a , Coy, Lucien. (General· 

Conference), Newkir·k (Old Mennonite) , and Medford (Amish• 

Mennonite) . By and l arge these latter congregations were com.

posed of a mere hundiul of people· that 1;rJished. to maint ain 

their Mennonite identity. 

The table below shows the number of pioneer church 

congregations established by the different branches in the 

Cherokee Outlet. 

TiwLE 2 

NUlVJ3ER OF MENNONITE CONGREGATIONS EY 
BRANCHES IN THE CHEROKEE 

OUTLET BY 1907 

Mennonite Branch Nurnbe~ · of Local 
Congregations 

General Conference ••••• • ••• • •• • •• • • • • • 
Mermoni te Brethr en • . • •••.• • .•••••• • •• • 
Old Mennonite •• · ••••••••••••••• • •••••• • 
Ami sh- M.ennoni te ••••••••• • . •- • • • • • • • • • • • 
Church of' God in Christ ( 11 Holdeman 11

) •• 

Total .. .. ....... . 

6 
5 
3 
1 
1 

16 

4 0 smi tht ~ Stori of the Mennonites , 607-608; 666-667. 



CHAPTER V 

MENNONI TE SETTLEMENTS AND THE CffiJRCH IN 

CANADI AN , KIOil'JA , BEAV&i TEXAS ·' 
AND CADDO COUNTIES 

Almost two years after the opening of the Oklahoma 

District (1889), about twelve Mennonite .families moved into 

Canadian County sett ling between El Reno and Okarche. A 

church was organized in the spring of 1891 with ·the help of 

Mennonite missionaries f rom nearby Darlington . Sixteen fam

ilies, including several mission workers, were present a t the 

.founding. Various missionaries served the 11 Mennoville 11 church 

during its early history. Services were held , in the home of 

Abraham Bergman until 1893. On June 21 of that year the 

group moved into a chur ch building erected on a site seven 

miles north of El Reno. 

Joel Sprunger, Isaak Penner, and J. H. Schmidt were 

the first deacons of the church. In 1893 Sprunger was elect

ed and ordai.ned minister . Although the group never substan

tia L.1,,.y increased in size, it carried on a progressive church 

1 
p 6gram throughout the years. 

lyear ~ of ~ General Conf'erence of the Mennonite 
Chuech of' North America, 1945 (Newton , 1945), 9-10. 
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Three Mennoni t ·e church comrnuni ties developed in pres

ent Kiowa County between the years 1901-1907. All were l ocat ... 

ed in the Gotebo vicinity. The nucleus of this widespread 

settlement was made up of' individuals who ,had· originally ho:rre

steaded in other parts of Oklahorna Territory. One of the 

first to settle in the area was J. J. Kliewer who in 1896 had 

founded the Washita Mission in presexit Washita County. 

Two ch1.,1rehes organized in the Gotebo community be

longed tot.tie General Conference branch. Together they had 

a membership of over a hund red people . The 11 Ebenezer 11 chu_rch 

was located f01..:ir m.i..les northeast of Gotebo, and ti]riedanstal•i 

was situated six miles southwest of the town.~ 'l:he Go+:ebo 

1v1ennonlte Brethren Ch1..:irch first met in a school house in 

Gotebo. In the f all of 1903 the congregation, with the help 

of the Gotebo citizens, constructed a church buildi~. By, 

1907 the church had approximately sixty members. Peter 

Richert served a s the pastor during the . early years. 3 

By and large the Mennonites had not f'ound success in •· 

the Gotebo area by the time of statehoo~. Drouths, dust, and 

hail storms made .farming very difficult. Cat t le raising also 

pr oved unsuccessful. quite a numb er of settlers were begin

ning to leave the .r?gion for more prosperous areas. 4 

2H. p . Krehbiel, Mennoni te Churches of North America, 
A ptatistical Compila tion (Newton, 1911),15. 

3Ha rms , G-esch:i,chte fil B.rudergemeinde , 198-199. 

41:bid. -
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In 1903 Mennonites from the Buhler and Inman, Kansas, 

communities started a settlement near present-day 1u.rpin in 

Beaver County.6 Before 1907 two additi onal groups of 

Mennonite settlers moved into the Oklahoma panhandle region. 

Balko , south of Turpin in Beaver County and Eooker in present 

Texas County, were chosen as settlement areas .6 Those unable 

to obtain .free homesteads becaus e of .no land for filing were 

able to buy land a t low prices, some .for as little as ~l.90 

per acre. 
I . 

Because of dry weather and the low market price 0£ 

broom corn, the main crop of· the regiont settlers experienc 

ed much poverty during the first years . Due to this ~overty 
. ' 

many o.f the origln~.l pioneers were s till living in small sod 

houses as late as 1907.7 

The Home Miss ion Committee of' the General Conference 

We s t ern District directed the relig.i ous affairs of' the Turpin 

settlers. In 1907 a church 1as organized with nineteen mem

bers . Jacob Dirks, one of the first homesteaders, was chos

en a s the minister . 8 

The Hooker and Balko Mennonite Brethren churches 

were 01•ganized in January and March of 1906 respectively. 

Settlers in the area of Hooker built a church that same year . 

1952. 

5Personal l e tter from Rudolph Kiehn, June 25, 1953. 

6Harms, Geschichte der Brudergemeinde, 185, 200 . 

?Personal interview with William Kliewer, June 24 , 

8year Book of~ Genernl Conf'erence of the Mennonite 
Church of North America , 1941, 23 . 
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The thirty·charter members selected Abraham Schellenberg as 

their leader. 9 At Balko services were held in a twelve by 

sixteen .feet sod house owned by W1.lliam Kliewer.. The con

gregation, consisting of approximately twelve families, was 

led by S. L. Hodel .IO 

At the time of statehood Mennonite settlements, in 

the main offshoots .from large nearby communities, were ·being 

established in pre Jent Caddo County. The most advanced set

tlement was located ~bout ei ght miles east of Seger Colony 

and extended toward the present Eakly community. Small 

General Conference and Mennonite Brethren church groups had 

been formed by 1907. Another community, smaller in.size, 

was in the process of formation a .few miles southeast of' 

Hydro . A General Conference congregation was organized here 

also.11 In all there were probably less than a hundred and 

fifty Mennonites in Caddo County by 1907 , however, addi tion

al settlers were still moving into the region •. 

The f ollowing table shows the number of pioneer 

church congregations established by the different branches 

in Canadian, Kiowa , Beaver , Texas , and Caddo counties. 

1952. 

9Harms, Geschichte der Brudergemeinde, 200. 

10p8 rsonal interview with William Kliewer, June 24, 

llMennonite Year Book and Almanac for 1905, 26. 



75 

TABLE 3 

NUMBER OF lV.iENNONITE CONGREGA'l'IONS BY 
BRANCHES IN CANADIAN , KIOWA , BEAVER, 

TEXAS ' .:·~ND CADDO COUN11I ES 
BY 1907 

Mennonite Branch Nwnber of' Local 
Congregations 

General Conference. • • • • • • • • • • •. • . • • • • • • 6 Mennonite Brethren.................... 4 

Total........... 10 



CHAPTER VI 

MSNNONITE CULTURE AND 

CONTRIBUTI ONS 

By 1907 there were thirty-seven different Mennonite 

church congregations in Oklahoma . 'rhese were divided among 

seven separ a te branches as shown on the f ollowing table .. 

TABLE 4 

NUMBE':1 OF MENNONrrE CONG-:lEG.ATI ONS 
BY BRANCI-IBS IN OKLAHOitfJA 

TERRITORY BY 1907 

Mennoni te Branch Number of Local 
Congregations 

General Confer ence 
Mennonite Brethren 

., .... •· ...•••.... , •· ..... 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

16 
12 

Old l\!lennoni te • . . .. • • . . . . . . • • . • • • • .. • • . • • • 3 
Old Order .Amish • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 
Ami sh- 14ennoni te • • . . • • . . • . . . . • • • . . . • • . . •. 2 
Krimmer Mennonite Brethren.............. 1 
Chur ch of God in Chris t Mennoni te 

( 11 Holdeman•• ) •. • • • • • • 1 

Total • . • • . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 37 

General agreement e :xis t ed among the various groups 

on such essential principles a s the do ctrine of the Holy 

Trinity, t he divinity o.f Jesus, the origin of sin, salvation 

through Christ, baptism upon confession of f aith , no:r.:re-esist

ance , 1.:ind opposition to secret societies and the taking •o.f 
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1 the oath . Minor dif'ferences here , as elsewhere, served to 

keep the dif'.ferent branches apart . This accounts for the 

seven branches of' Mennonitism found in Oklahoma. In con.ser .... 

vatism they ranged from the Old Order Amish and 0 Holdemansn, 

who were the most strict, to the least proscribed group, the 

General Conference. The Mennonite Brethren, Old ennonites, 

Krimmer Mennonite Brethren, and Amish- Mennonites by and large 

occupied a middle ground between the other groups.2 

The first, or most conservative group , changed very 

little in their way o1' life af"ter coming to Oklahoma. They 

continued to adhere to rigid dress regulations. This includ

ed bonnets, prayer-head coverings, and aprons f'or the women, 

plain coats and simple clothes for the men . Broad-brimmed 

hats and hooks and eyes were synonymous with the male Amish . 

Both Amish and 0 Holdeman 11 men wore beards. They did not be

lieve in formal education beyond the elementary grades, re

ligious affili ation with any ot her church, holding of public 

office, and in some cases voting in elections. The Amish 

dlsa pproved of church houses. Both branches used the church 

ban as a discipline . Foot washing was practiced in connect

ion with the observance of the Lord's Supper . Prfr•::1.chers were 

unsalaried, untrained, and chosen by lot. 

· lsmi th , ~ Storz of !h§. Mennonites, 748-749. 

2Ibid., 749-750. 
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The four branches considered slightly-less conserv

ative .than the Amish a11d 11 Holdemans 11 were more willing to modi:.. 

fy their way~ . N~w innovations in farming methods and equip-

, ment, and inventio.gs such ·as ·the telephone were gradually ac

cepted. Their opposition to the holding of publ;ic.office was 

modified to the extent of' permitting members to serve as coun

ty com:rn.i.ssioners and on school boards. In esse·nce, how~~er, 
f. . , 

they still belonged to the company of II the plain people 11 who, 

by their simpllci ty of dress 'as well as rigidity· of conduct ,· 

sought to show their "separation from the 1t.rorld 0 •. Various .· 

resolutions discouraged s~perfluous dress, excessive buying 

of land, attendance at shows and circuses, carr ying guns, hail 

insurance, writing foolish ar t1cle~ and jokes ·for ·t11e news

papers, and participation in law suits. All practiced foot 

washing and the ttrwly kiss'' in their communal version of the 

Lord• s Supper . Strict rules were enforced against the 11 dese

crati.on of the Sabbath 1t. The Mennonite Brethren Church near 

Medford, Oklahoma, expelled a membe;r for play;ing ball at his 

home on a Sunday afternoon. 3 All , except the Krimmer · 

Mennonites, exercised the r Jght of sui'frage. 4 

The General Conference mrnbers were not distingui.sh

ed by any severe dress or other personal restrictions •. ~hey 

3personal interview ·with C. N. Hiebert, July 19,1952. 

4smi th The story of ~ Mennonites, 664. 
'_,;;....;;;..;;.,;... .... 
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were among the first in the community to use new inventions 

or farming methods. They had no objection to the holding of 

office except such as might compel them to enforce capital 

punishment. The church ·was opposed to dancing and drinking ; 

also in many instances on the Oklahoma frontier , to smoking . 

A vital interest in education was manJ . .fested in the General 

Conference communities. 

In their church government the Mennonite groups , 

with the exception of the Old Mennonites, were strictly con

gregational in type. Conferences had only advisory powers, 

with no disciplinary control over either members or congre

gations, except to exclude from conference members.hip . The 

Old Mennonite congregations were grouped into districts under 

the ecclesiastical authority o:r bishops. 

Mennonlte churches were built to provide a place of 

worship, and no thought of beauty was entertained . 'Ji;he.y were, 

simple .in design, architecture, and furnishings . There was a 

traditional air of humility and artlessne ss about the Mar..n.o

nite worship service . There ,vas no elaborate ritual , pomp , 

or pageantry . Congregational pr,a.yer and singing preceded the 

preaching . In some congregations it was not unusual to have 

two or three sermons during ohe service. 5 .311110.~ evening 

meetings o.ften consi s tecl o:f a relig.i ous variety program given 

by the young people. 

5J. Jo,hn Friesen, An Outline of ~nnonite History 
(Newton, 1944), 108-109 . 
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Linguistically the Mennonites of Oklahoma were 

German. The household tongue of most of the groups was some 

form of Low German , or 11 Platt Deutchr', 'brought from the low

lands of West Prussia by way of Russia . High German was the 

l anguage of the pu1pit. Many Mennonite children did not 

learn to speak English until after they entered the public 

school. 

Socially Mennonites tended to be seclusive and con

f'ined within the lr own groups • This likely stemmed from 

their opposition to t he commonly a ccepted forms of arm.:i.sement, 

dress and other peculi ar restrictions, and adherence to the 

German language. ·rhe absence of' crilUe , i mmorality, and di

vorce among the hennonites has been attributed , in part, to 

this sheltered type of life. 

Courtship among the young people 1·.ias carried on un

der the careful scrutiny of their elders. After a boy had 

dated a glrl t wo or t hree times it was a foregone conclusion 

that they would soon ,,J'8d. Follm.-Jing the announcement of 

their engagement a betrothed pair would make the rounds visit

ing relatives of both families. 

The church provided the main social outlet for the 

pioneer Mennonite family . It furnishe d not r_~.f a. place of' 

worshlp but, also, the opportunity to visit and exchange 

vie,,vs with other mortals . Sunday afternoons, when no services 

were scheduled, were used for visitation. During important 



81 

Christian holidays such as Christmas , Easter , and Pent6cos t ~. 

s pecj_al · family reunions were staged . These holidays were 

observed for two or tht·ee days in most places ancl provided a 

welcome brea.l.t ·.from the o.ften lonely and drab frontier exist

ence. As Menno.n:lte farn.ilies were tradltionally large , ten or 

twelve children not being uncommon 1 gathffrings of' this type 

often a s sumed gr eat proportior'1s . 

The highlight of ani .fn:rnil y celebration. was the noon

day meal . Tables were lade.n ·with baked ham , r oast , fmrJ'l , 

potatoes, roas t i ng ears, bea.n soup , nood?.es, freshl y baked 

br ead , 11 .Zwei.back 11 , preserves, •lplumam.oose 11 , pies , and cakes . 

Food was one of the Hfir st l8V~Js II of the 'Mennonites . 

Social contacts with non-Mennonites were occasional

ly made at literary programs or conu:nun..i. t y spelling bees . 

Other s o,:1rces of comm.unity entertain!tle.nt were not considered 

ac ceptable to the church . 6 Relati ons.hi p::.: between Mennoni"tGs 

and non- Mennonites , as a whole , wer e congenial . r.'1,any con

s idered. the l\i1e.ru:i.onite ~., ttqueeru and too strict . Ho ·,,rever , 

t heir close adherence to such vi.rtues as honesty , ti.'uthful

ness, generosity , kindness, a nd high :moraltty , helped others 

t o overl ook s ome of' their peculiarities . One newspaper editor 

evaluated them as 11 ••• sturdy , hone st , hard working German 

.... a clas s o.f people who .J,ake most desirable cit izens .• .•• t1
7 

6Pe t't,onal intervlew with Henry H. Flaming , July 15 , 
1952 . 

7 The Herald- Sen t inel (Cloud 1Chiei', Okl ahoma Territory) , 
July 6 , 1894. 
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A :few looked upon Mennonites as ''dangerous foreigners 11 and 

sold out their holdings .rather than to live in their settle

IDE:lnts . 8 

As al.ready 1nd1 cated , most '.iennoni te groups discour 

aged members from l1olding political oi"'fices . Generally , how 

ever , this did not include voting, o.r affiliation with polit

ical partles . :F·rom the pegi.n...riing the Oklahoma Mennonites vot

ed almost unanimously Republican ... This was because most of 

them originally came .from s tates where they or their f ore

fat.l'.1ers had received !3pecial considerations f Tom Republican 

adminis trati ons . 

One of the main contributions of the Mennonites t o 

the community was in the f ield of agriculture . The Mennoni tes 

had been strictly a farming folk f'or over th.ree centuries. 

Their philosophy of the simple 1.ii'e had been developed upon 

this background .9 Mennonite pioneers had developed a keen 

sense of' d.i scrimination i'or good land. As a result they sel

dom settled on poor soil. . If they made a poor choice they 

moved. on to something m0re promising a s aoon a s possible . 

Wherever they settled they earned t he reputation :>f bei .ng 

good farmers . In time their settlements came to be the cen

ters of' some o.f the :mo~3 t prog.res si ve farming areas in the 

Territory . ·rheir agricul tu.ral abili ty and sue cess made them 

a vital economic asset to the t own and community . 

8p8 r,..,onal intei•view with P . C. Grunau, July 23 , 1952. 

9Friesen, !.ill Outline o.f Mennonite History , 108 . 
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Mennonites had a definite par t in the establishment 

of educational foundati ons in Oklahoma . Schoolhouses were 
' , 

built as soon as communities and towns had been established . 

The Mennonite philosophy of education held that a school 

should teach a child .~1ow to read and wrl te, provide a good 

knowledge of' the Bible, and. in every v10.y help develop a 

sound Cheistian character . Wherever Mennoni tes lived in c om

pact school districts , they maintained such schools as me t 

their aims, givi.ng ample time to both religion and German . 

But where they constituted onl y a part of the school popula

tion, as most o;f'ten was the case, · :the l\l.iormo.ni te youth attend-. . -

ed regular public schools. 

The ·1ack of textbook~, maps , blackboards, and _-other 

equipment , short school terrris, and poorly trained teachers 

v.rere retarding ini'lu(➔4c es on. t he frontier school s . fl. school 

term we.s seldom longer than fou.r or .five months ; and the pov

erty of homesteaders even then.made the average attendance 

poor. Often· a schoolhouse uas a dug°i::iut,. a ri socl9-y 11
, or t 

crude f rame st·ructure, poorly -lighted, ventilated, and heated . lo 

Relieious educatj_on was con.sidered as i mportant as 

secular training among the Mennonites . Every :r.ear , usually 

following the close of' the. regvJ.ar school te1.,,m, the young 

people were g iven several months of' r.eligious instruction in 
. 

a German school. Si.nee their religion was s o closely bound 

l OPersonal interview with Henry H. F'l::.iming, J'uly 15 , 

1952 . 
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wit~ the German tohgue; the _idea of teaching religion in. any 

other language was not eve considered . ' Biole and church his 

tory, some gramr.nar , and r:eadings in · the Old and New Testaments 
' ' 

·,were the subjects g;~·s.r-ally . trught in the ~ch.oo1r, •. 11 1fh0 

churcl1 pastors or othe.r loc·a1. re'rigious · leaders served as 
. ' . . . ' 

t 8achers, usuo.lly ~d thout - salary~ . In some areas a sm.c.ill tui 

tion f'_ee \-/US charged to f.ielp defray· expenses .12 

In a fc,1t1 comq.uni ties ·more importance ~·ms attached to 

a t tc.n::ling the Ge.rm.a rr school tho.n the public school. In one . 
I 

settlement the Mennon:Ltes took tho:tr chi1:1ren from the .public 
. ' 

. 

school in the I:Jiddle of a term and placed them 1.h a specia,?. 

Ge~:-man S(;hool spon"' orod. by the church. When the. G rman 

school closed. t wo months loter, the pupils were returned to 

tho public scb,ool, rm, ch to the teacher's distress and the 

pupils ' e rn.barrassment.13 

Secondary schools we,re not widelJr attended for ma.ny 

y9ars. Though not 3en.erally opposed t o . them, the opin:i.on pre

vailed. 1:::Jno.ng t.YJ.c ~fonnoni tes that only those preparing f'or 

pre2.ching or t.,ac.hj_ng needed any hle,her ec1ucation.14 

A step tm1·ard the promotion of more advanced training 

among the Mennonites was taken in the Corn comm.unity in 1902. 

1952. 

llPersonal interview with P_. C. Grunau , July 23, 1952. 

12Personal letter from Carl Landes , Au~ust 8, 1952. 

13p8 rsonaJ. interview ~ th C. N. Hiebert , July 19 , 1952 . 

14personal interv·iew with Henry H. flaming , July 15, 



85 

In that year t11e Corn Me1J°noni te Brethr 1:;n Church established 

a parochial B5-ble academy . The school was instituted t o pro .. 

vide a thorough religious training together with the basic · 

educational essentials . It •~vas open t o both grade and high:~ 

school age groups . ·rt was one of t he eafli est parochi al 

schools established in 01'..lahom .15 

Mr . and Ml.'.'s . D. J' . Cla ssen served a s the firs t teach

ers in the iGe~einde Schule 11 • Th.ey were fol lowed by Davic;l L. 

Schellsnberg in 1904 ,, and fv'ir . and Mr s . J . F . Duer ksen i n 1905. 

Duerksen received a salary of $1 . 25 a month pl us an allowance 

of ten cents a month .for coal during the winter . Twenty

seven pupils ·enrolled i n the school in 1905 . The term was 
I 

five months and there was no pres cribed course of study . 

Beginning in 1907 a planned thre .. ~- year course of 

study leading tmrrn.rd graduation with a Bible diploma was in

augurated . Only students of' high sch0ol age or beyond were 

permi t ted to enroll . The length of term was kep t at five · 

:u onths •1 6 

By the close of' tl1e ter l'i torial period Mennonite se t

tlements were firmly established in western Oklahoma . Vas t 

a cres of prairie land , where only t all grass and sagebrush 

was formerly grown , had been ehecker -ooarrJed with fields of 

wheat and row cropn . 11 Soddies 11 and dugouts had almost com-

15Fersonal lotter f rom J . W. Vogt, Jul y 10, 1953. 

16Ibi d ; Harms , · Geschichte der Brudergemeinde , 177. 



86 

pletely been repla ced by fr ame and brick structures . Pros

perous farms, villages , m.is sions, churches , and tm.ivns stood 

on what a sb.ort time previously had been the free range of' 

the wild Indians. I ndeed. , remarKable changes had taken place 

since Mennoni te mis t, ionaries , who led the way for Mennonit e 

farmers, .first entered. the region tn 1880. 

Mennonite settlers had come to Oklahoma from various 

comn1:wu ties and sections of' the country. Ntany had recently 

come from 1 ussia and other parts of· Eur ope . Life on the 

Oklahoma. frontier was strangely differ ent from wha t most of 

them had exp.erienced previously . Adjustments in virtually 

every phase of life had been ne cessary . •rhey· had to contend 

with dangers, starvation , and bar.ih.-ruptcy. Hardships and in

conveniences were met on every hand. But through it all a 

hardy Men.nonj_ te culture, nurtur.ed by old- fashioned industry , 

resourcefulne ss, perseverance , and religious faith , had taken 

root . The Mennonite peopl e were confident that their way of 

life , which had endur·ed for over three centu.ries, C(,uld long 

be preserved on ·the plains• of Oklahoma . 
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