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Lunch Line 

  

The lunch ladies loved us & we  

loved the lunch ladies.  

We'd run back for seconds— 

wait patiently in line.  

Thirds if there was anything left  

before running out to recess.  

 

The cafeterias on TV seemed strange  

to us. Scary lunch ladies.  

Scarier food.  

It all seemed so bizarre.  

If there was something we  

didn't like, someone else would  

want it, eat it, so we could  

get back in line.  

 

So weird that the bullies on TV would  

steal lunch money.  

Why would anyone carry lunch money?  

The food at school was always free.  

 

When they called me to the office to  

tell me my parents needed to start paying  

for my lunches & then,  

after my dad got a job at the oil rig, 

(the one where he cut off his thumb) 

needed to started paying full price for my lunches,  

it felt wrong.  

 

The principal said This  

is a good thing. It means  

your parents are making more money.  

It still felt, 

dirty, 

I wasn't sure why.  

. 
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To my Grandpa Lundy, 

 

Twice in my life I’ve seen love pour out of 
someone’s eyes as more than just the salty 
drip drip of a leaking faucet.  

Love in its raw element untainted by ionic 

bonds or stored under mineral oil buried in 

the kitty litter of a metal-paint-can-

heart.  

 

And both of those times that love came from 

you.  

 

You’d think a substance that we take such 
precautions with would be more reactive,  

with sparks and flames and explosions 

igniting as it passes through its watery 

doorways,  

but it slips through silent and invisible 

—almost undetectable— 
from one person to another.  

I might have missed it if, on its journey, it 

didn’t warp spacetime the way a seismic 
shift warps the water above it, no doubt 

destroying civilizations built epochs from 

now on the coasts of reality. 

 

The first time I saw it  

was at the altar of that little Methodist 

church where you and Grandma renewed your 

vows for what? the third time?  

You were holding her hands struggling through 

the words because you couldn’t stop crying.  
You’d surprised her with the ceremony  
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and with her wedding ring that you’d had 
repaired after it’d been cut off her finger 
the night she crashed into the guardrail of 

an overpass. 

 

The second time  

was the night you couldn’t bring my mom back 
from whatever world she saw.  

You laid next to her and stroked her hair and 

called her “Kimmy-moo,”  
but I’m not sure she even knew you were 

there. 

 

Now your eyes are dry and cold,  

like the rest of the world,  

rotting away quietly under a couple yards of 

gravelly dirt. 

 

On days like today  

I think about how I will never see love in 

those eyes again.  

I think about how I may never see that kind 

of love again. 

 

On days like I hope I have tomorrow  

I almost believe that one day I’ll be able to 
love like that.  

I almost believe that one day I’ll be able to 
see love like that  

when someone looks at me. 
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 d
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h
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 f
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 d
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e 
te

et
h
 

as
 

b
ig

 
as

 
a 

ca
rn

iv
al

 
o
p
en

ed
 

w
id

e 
in

v
it

in
g
 

m
e 

in
. 

It
 

w
as

 

h
au

n
te

d
. 

I 
co

u
ld

 t
el

l.
 I

 d
o
n
't
 b

el
ie

v
e 

in
 s

u
ch

 t
h

in
g
s,

 b
u
t 

it
 w

as
. 

I 
sa

t 
th

e 

fr
am

e 
b
ac

k
 o

n
 t

h
e 

sh
el

f.
 Q

u
ic

k
ly

, 
su

d
d

en
ly

. 
T

h
e 

d
ar

k
n
es

s 
o
f 

th
e 

ca
rn

iv
al

 

w
as

 s
ee

p
in

g
 t

h
ro

u
g
h
 t

h
e 

b
ac

k
 h

el
p

ed
 a

lo
n

g
 b

y
 t

h
e 

o
il

s 
in

 m
y
 h

an
d

. 
A

 

w
o
m

an
’s

 
ch

il
d
re

n
 

w
al

k
ed

 
p
as

t 
m

e.
 

T
h
e 

w
o
m

an
 

w
as

 
th

er
e,

 
to

o
. 

T
h

e
y
 

st
o
p

p
ed

. 
T

in
y
 h

an
d
s 

re
ac

h
in

g
 f

o
r 

fr
am

es
. 

L
au

g
h

in
g
 a

t 
th

e 
h
o

ll
o
w

 f
ac

es
. 

I 

tr
ie

d
 t

o
 l

au
g
h

 t
o
o
. 

T
h
ei

r 
m

o
th

er
 s

aw
 m

e 
an

d
 s

m
il

ed
. 

I 
lo

o
k
ed

 d
o
w

n
 a

t 
th

ei
r 

g
re

as
y
 h

an
d
s 

sm
ea

ri
n

g
 g

la
ss

. 
I 

lo
o
k
ed

 a
t 

th
ei

r 
m

o
th

er
, 

ti
re

d
, 

tr
u
st

in
g
 o

f 

h
o

ll
o
w

 f
ac

es
 i

n
 s

u
p
er

m
ar

k
et

s.
 I

 p
ic

k
ed

 u
p
 m

y
 h

au
n
te

d
 f

ra
m

e 
an

d
 s

at
 i

t 
in

 

m
y
 c

ar
t.

 T
h
at

 n
ig

h
t 

I 
d

re
am

t 
o
f 

m
y
 h

au
n
te

d
 c

ar
n
iv

al
. 

I 
k
n

ew
 I

 w
o

u
ld

. 

W
h
en

 I
 g

o
t 

h
o
m

e 
h
av

in
g
 b

o
u

g
h
t 

n
o
th

in
g
 e

ls
e,

 I
 t

h
re

w
 t

h
o
se

 t
ee

th
 i

n
 t

h
e 

d
u

m
p
st

er
 o

u
ts

id
e 

o
u
r 

ap
ar

tm
en

t.
 I

 k
n

ew
 a

s 
so

o
n

 a
s 

I 
h

ea
rd

 t
h
e 

g
la

ss
 s

h
at

te
r 

I’d
 m

ad
e 

a 
m

is
ta

k
e.

 I
 d

id
n

’t 
te

ll
 y

o
u

 a
b
o

u
t 

it
. 

Y
o

u
 b

el
ie

v
e 

in
 s

u
ch

 t
h
in

g
s.

 I
 

d
re

am
t 

th
at

 y
o
u
 w

an
te

d
 t

o
 m

ar
ry

 m
e 

in
 t

h
at

 c
ar

n
iv

al
. 

Y
o

u
 d

id
n

’t 
k
n
o

w
 i

t 

w
as

 h
au

n
te

d
. 

Y
o
u

 h
ad

n
’t 

se
en

 t
h
e 

te
et

h
. 

I 
h
ad

n
’t 

to
ld

 y
o
u

 a
b
o
u
t 

th
e 

te
et

h
. 

I 

co
u
ld

n
’t 

fi
n
d

 t
h
e 

ri
g
h

t 
w

ed
d
in

g
. 

I 
w

al
k

ed
 u

p
 a

n
d
 d

o
w

n
 a

is
le

s 
p
u
ll

in
g
 m

y
 

em
p
ty

 c
ar

t 
b

eh
in

d
 m

e.
 U

n
su

re
 o

f 
w

h
at

 I
 c

am
e 

fo
r.

 I
 g

o
t 

h
al

fw
a
y
 t

h
ro

u
g
h
 

m
y
 

v
o

w
s 

a 
h
al

f 
d
o
ze

n
 

ti
m

es
 

b
ef

o
re

 
lo

o
k
in

g
 

u
p
 

to
 

re
al

iz
e 

th
at

 
I 

w
as

 

m
ar

ry
in

g
 
so

m
eo

n
e 

el
se

. 
T

h
e 

la
st

 
ti

m
e 

it
 
w

as
 
th

e 
m

o
th

er
, 

h
er

 
ch

il
d

re
n

 

su
rr

o
u

n
d
in

g
 h

er
 c

ar
t.

 W
h
en

 I
 f

o
u
n
d
 y

o
u

, 
y
o
u
 w

er
e 

h
o
ld

in
g
 c

an
d

y
 a

p
p
le

s.
 I

 

re
m

em
b
er

ed
 y

o
u

’v
e 

n
ev

er
 b

ee
n
 t

o
 t

h
e 

fa
ir

 b
ef

o
re

. 
Y

o
u
 a

sk
ed

 m
e 

w
h

y
 I

’m
 

w
ea

ri
n

g
 a

 w
ed

d
in

g
 d

re
ss

. 
I 

lo
o
k
ed

 d
o
w

n
. 

It
 w

as
 m

ad
e 

o
f 

te
et

h
. 

I 
p
u

ll
ed

 

th
em

 o
ff

 o
f 

m
e 

o
n
e 

at
 t

im
e 

an
d
 s

to
o
d

 n
ak

ed
 i

n
 f

ro
n
t 

o
f 

y
o
u
. 

Y
o
u
 h

an
d

ed
 

m
e 

a 
ca

n
d

y
 a

p
p
le

. 
I 

tr
ie

d
 t

o
 e

at
 i

t,
 b

u
t 

al
l 

m
y
 t

ee
th

 w
er

e 
g
o

n
e.
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V
il

la
n

a 

 

W
it

h
 s

h
ak

in
g
 f

u
m

b
li

n
g
 i

n
ex

p
er

ie
n
ce

d
 h

an
d

s,
 I

 o
p

en
ed

 m
y
se

lf
 u

p
 t

o
 y

o
u

 

sl
o
w

ly
 a

n
d

 s
tr

ai
n
in

g
 a

g
ai

n
st

 t
h
e 

ru
st

ed
 h

in
g
es

 o
f 

m
y
 d

ef
ia

n
t 

ri
b
ca

g
e,

 

b
u

t 
I 

n
ev

er
 a

sk
ed

 y
o
u
 t

o
 s

av
e 

m
e.

 I
 t

h
o
u

g
h
t 

I’d
 m

ad
e 

th
at

 c
le

ar
. 

F
ro

m
 t

h
e 

b
eg

in
n
in

g
, 

 I 
w

as
 h

es
it

an
t 

to
 d

is
ro

b
e 

as
 y

o
u
 s

to
o

d
 c

lo
th

ed
 i

n
 t

h
e 

co
o
l 

b
re

ez
e 

o
f 

th
e 

fo
re

st
, 
b

u
t 

y
o
u
r 

li
p
s 

 

sa
id

 t
h

at
 n

ak
ed

n
es

s 
w

as
 n

o
th

in
g
 t

o
 f

ea
r 

as
 y

o
u
 t

o
o
k
 m

y
 b

ar
e 

ar
m

s 

w
it

h
 s

h
ak

in
g
 f

u
m

b
li

n
g
 i

n
ex

p
er

ie
n
ce

d
 h

an
d
s.

 I
 o

p
en

ed
 m

y
se

lf
 u

p
 t

o
 y

o
u

 

 h
o

p
in

g
 m

y
 a

ct
 o

f 
b

ra
v

er
y
 w

o
u
ld

 m
ak

e 
y
o
u
 f

ee
l 

sa
fe

 e
n
o
u

g
h
 y

o
u
 c

o
u
ld

 t
ak

e 
o
ff

 y
o
u
r 

ar
m

o
r.

 I
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
h
el

p
ed

 y
o
u
  

u
n

fa
st

en
 t

h
e 

st
ra

p
s 

if
 y

o
u

 h
ad

 a
sk

ed
, 
so

 w
e 

co
u
ld

 h
o

ld
 e

ac
h
 o

th
er

—
o
u

r 
sk

in
 e

x
p
o
se

d
—

 

b
u

t 
I 

n
ev

er
 a

sk
ed

 y
o
u
 t

o
 s

av
e 

m
e.

 I
 t

h
o

u
g
h
t 

I’d
 m

ad
e 

th
at

 c
le

ar
. 

F
ro

m
 t

h
e 

b
eg

in
n
in

g
, 

 y
o

u
 s

at
 l

an
ce

 i
n
 h

an
d
 r

ea
d

y
 t

o
 r

id
e 

to
w

ar
d
s 

m
y
 d

ra
g
o
n
s’

 n
es

ts
. 
T

h
ei

r 
st

ea
m

 f
lu

ff
ed

 y
o
u
r 

h
ai

r 
an

d
 f

il
le

d
 y

o
u

r 
h
ea

d
 w

it
h
 v

is
io

n
s 

 

o
f 

v
al

o
ro

u
s 

in
te

n
t.

 Y
o
u

 f
el

l 
to

 y
o

u
r 

k
n
ee

s—
y
o
u
r 

ey
es

 c
lo

se
d
 l

ik
e 

p
ra

y
er

—
an

d
 f

el
t 

fo
r 

sw
o
rd

s 
am

o
n
g
 s

to
n
es

  

w
it

h
 s

h
ak

in
g
 f

u
m

b
li

n
g
 i

n
ex

p
er

ie
n
ce

d
 h

an
d
s.

 I
 o

p
en

ed
 m

y
se

lf
 u

p
. 
T

o
 y

o
u
, 

 it
 w

as
 a

 p
le

ad
in

g
 c

ry
 f

o
r 

re
sc

u
e 

o
r 

el
se

 a
 s

ir
en

’s
 c

al
l.

 T
h
ro

u
g
h

 t
h
e 

fo
g
, 

y
o
u
 s

ti
ll

 c
an

’t 
se

e 

if
 I

 w
as

 s
w

im
m

in
g
 n

ea
r 

ro
ck

s 
o
r 

ti
ed

 t
o
 a

 t
re

e 
o
r 

st
o

k
in

g
 t

h
e 

fi
re

 t
h
at

 k
ep

t 
u

s 
b
o

th
 w

ar
m

, 
 

b
u

t 
I 

n
ev

er
 a

sk
ed

 y
o
u
 t

o
 s

av
e 

m
e.

 I
 t

h
o
u

g
h
t 

I’d
 m

ad
e 

th
at

 c
le

ar
. 

F
ro

m
 t

h
e 

b
eg

in
n
in

g
, 

 th
e 

th
ic

k
 i

ro
n
 o

f 
m

y
 c

o
m

m
o

n
 b

lo
o
d
 p

ro
te

ct
ed

 m
y
 c

h
es

t 
m

o
re

 t
h
an

 t
h
e 

b
re

as
t-

p
la

te
d
 p

ro
te

ct
io

n
 o

f 
y
o
u

r 
p
et

it
e 

n
o
b
il

it
y
. 

 

T
h

o
se

 w
h
o

 s
ca

le
 m

y
 h

o
b

b
le

d
 s

to
n
es

, 
I 

sh
o
o

t 
w

it
h
 m

ak
es

h
if

t 
ar

ro
w

s.
 I

f 
so

m
eo

n
e 

ev
er

 m
ad

e 
it

 i
n
si

d
e,

 I
’d

 s
tr

an
g
le

 t
h
em

 w
it

h
 m

y
 h

ai
r 

w
it

h
 s

h
ak

in
g
 f

u
m

b
li

n
g
 i

n
ex

p
er

ie
n
ce

d
 h

an
d
s.

 I
 o

p
en

ed
 m

y
se

lf
 u

p
 t

o
 y

o
u
, 

b
u

t 
I 

n
ev

er
 a

sk
ed

 y
o
u
 t

o
 s

av
e 

m
e.

 I
 t

h
o
u

g
h
t 

I’d
 m

ad
e 

th
at

 c
le

ar
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
b
eg

in
n

in
g
. 
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D
ri

ft
in

g
 i

n
to

 S
n
o
w

 

Y
o
u

r 
h
ea

v
en

 c
an

’t 
b
e 

lo
ck

ed
 i

n
si

d
e 

th
at

 g
at

ed
 c

o
m

m
u
n

it
y
. 

O
r 

o
n
 m

y
 f

u
to

n
. 

O
r 

in
 t

h
e 

h
o
m

e 
y
o
u
 h

al
f-

p
ro

m
is

ed
 m

e 
as

 w
e 

st
ar

te
d
 t

o
 b

u
il

d
. 

I 
th

o
u
g
h
t 

it
 m

ig
h
t 

h
av

e 
b
ee

n
 i

n
 m

e.
 T

h
at

 w
as

 s
il

ly
. 
S

en
ti

m
en

ta
l.

 I
 

d
o
n

’t 
k
n

o
w

 w
h
en

 I
 g

o
t 

th
at

 w
a
y
. 
Y

o
u

 m
ad

e 
p
u

d
d
le

s 
o
u

t 
o
f 

m
e,

 w
h
en

 w
h

at
 y

o
u
 r

ea
ll

y
 n

ee
d

ed
 w

as
 s

n
o
w

. 

Y
o
u

 s
h
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
b
o
u

g
h
t 

th
at

 p
ai

r 
o
f 

ra
in

 b
o
o
ts

. 
N

o
w

 I
’m

 s
o
ak

ed
 i

n
to

 y
o
u

r 
so

ck
s.

 H
o
ld

 y
o
u

r 
fe

et
 u

p
 t

o
 

th
e 

fi
re

. 
Y

o
u

 s
h
o

u
ld

 b
e 

m
o
re

 c
ar

ef
u
l 

in
 t

h
e 

co
ld

. 
C

o
v
er

 u
p
 y

o
u
r 

ea
rs

. 
P

u
t 

o
n
 a

 n
ew

 p
ai

r 
o

f 
so

ck
s.

 D
ri

n
k
 

so
m

et
h
in

g
 w

ar
m

 b
ef

o
re

 y
o

u
 g

o
 o

u
t 

to
 m

ak
e 

sn
o
w

 a
n
g
el

s 
in

 t
h
e 

g
re

en
 a

n
d

 p
u
rp

le
 o

f 
y
o

u
r 

n
ei

g
h
b
o

r’
s 

C
h
ri

st
m

as
 l

ig
h
ts

. 

M
ak

e 
fr

ie
n
d

s 
w

it
h
 t

h
e 

sn
o
w

m
en

, 
b
u
t 

d
o
n

’t 
ta

k
e 

th
em

 a
t 

th
ei

r 
w

o
rd

. 
Y

o
u
 f

ac
t 

ch
ec

k
 t

h
e 

fl
o
w

er
 p

et
al

s 
in

 

th
e 

sp
ri

n
g
, 
d

o
n

’t 
tr

u
st

 t
h
e 

ch
il

l 
ju

st
 b

ec
au

se
 y

o
u
 l

ik
e 

th
e 

co
ld

. 
S

n
o
w

s 
n
o
t 

al
w

a
y
s 

a 
p
u
re

 a
s 

it
 s

ee
m

s.
 

F
in

d
 y

o
u

r 
o
w

n
 p

at
ch

, 
g
lo

w
in

g
 i

n
 t

h
e 

n
ig

h
t.

 L
o

o
k
 u

p
 a

t 
th

e 
sk

y
, 
se

e 
h
o
w

 i
t 

g
lo

w
s 

to
o
. 

L
et

 t
h
e 

h
al

o
 o

f 
th

e 

ea
rt

h
 s

u
rr

o
u
n

d
 y

o
u
. 

L
et

 i
t 

re
m

in
d
 y

o
u

 w
h
er

e 
to

 g
o
. 

H
o
w

 t
o
 l

if
t 

y
o
u
rs

el
f 

u
p
. 

B
u
t 

d
o
n

’t 
sl

ee
p
 t

h
er

e.
 D

o
n

’t 
sl

ee
p
 i

n
 t

h
e 

co
ld

. 
Y

o
u

r 
b

o
d

y
 i

sn
’t 

as
 s

tr
o
n

g
 a

s 
it

 t
h
in

k
s.

 Y
o
u
r 

th
o
u
g
h
ts

 a
re

 n
o

t 
as

 s
tr

o
n

g
 a

s 
th

e 
sn

o
w

. 
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Q
u

ee
n

 B
ee

 

 

C
ra

w
li

n
g
 l

ik
e 

a 
m

o
u
n
d

 o
f 

an
ts

 

ea
ch

 w
h
is

p
er

in
g
 i

ts
 s

o
n

n
et

s 

fi
ll

in
g
 e

v
er

y
 i

n
ch

 w
it

h
 r

an
ts

 

o
r 

sc
re

am
s 

o
r 

ch
u
n

k
s 

o
f 

v
o
m

it
. 

T
h

ey
 c

ra
ck

ed
 m

y
 s

k
u
ll

 a
n
d
 w

ri
g

g
le

d
 o

u
t.

 

T
h

ey
 c

li
n

g
 t

o
 m

e 
li

k
e 

g
re

as
e 

an
d

 d
ir

t.
 

B
u

t 
th

e 
sh

o
w

er
’s

 s
cr

ea
m

in
g
 w

a
y
 t

o
o

 l
o
u
d

 

to
 w

as
h
 a

w
a
y
 t

h
e 

o
o
zi

n
g
 h

u
rt

. 

I 
g

ra
sp

 t
h

e 
b
le

ed
in

g
 c

ar
p

et
 t

ry
in

g
 n

o
t 

to
 l

o
se

 i
ts

 t
ex

tu
re

. 

A
s 

m
u

ch
 a

s 
I’m

 a
fr

ai
d
, 

I 
d
o

n
’t 

re
g
re

t 
h

av
in

g
 m

et
 h

er
. 

T
h

e 
Q

u
ee

n
 o

f 
B

ee
s 

in
 h

er
 v

el
v
et

 r
o
b

es
 

to
ld

 m
e 

li
es

 t
h

at
 n

o
 o

n
e 

k
n
o

w
s.

 

S
h

e 
b
it

 m
y
 t

o
n

g
u

e 
an

d
 m

ad
e 

m
e 

st
u
tt

er
. 

N
o
w

 I
 l

iv
e 

o
n
 b

re
ad

 a
n

d
 h

o
n
ey

 b
u
tt

er
. 
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        E
n

o
u
g
h

 

 B
ac

k
 i

n
 m

y
 m

in
d
, 

 

I 
re

m
em

b
er

 m
y
se

lf
 r

u
n

n
in

g
  

st
u
b

b
o

rn
ly

 i
n
to

 t
h
e 

d
ar
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ta
k
e 

u
n

ti
l 

I 
ca

n
 m

as
tu

rb
at

e
 

w
it

h
o
u

t 
cr

y
in

g
. 
U

n
ti

l 
I 

ca
n
 e

at
 f

al
af

el
s.

 U
n
ti

l 
I 

ca
n
 s

to
p
 l

o
si

n
g
 w

ei
g
h
t.

 

U
n
ti

l 
I 

ca
n

 w
at

ch
 a

 m
o

v
ie

 o
n
 m

y
 c

o
u

ch
 a

n
d

 n
o
t 

im
ag

in
e 

th
at

 m
y
 h

ea
d

 i
s 

ly
in

g
 o

n
 y

o
u
r 

la
p
 a

n
d
 y

o
u

r 
h

an
d
 i

s 
so

ft
ly

  

st
ro

k
in

g
 m

y
 h

ai
r.

 U
n
ti

l 
I 

ca
n

 s
ee

 t
h

e 
D

ie
t 

D
r.

 P
ep

p
er

 y
o
u
 l

ef
t 

in
 m

y
 f

ri
d

g
e 

an
d
 h

ar
d
ly

  

th
in

k
 o

f 
y
o

u
. 
U

n
ti

l 
I 

ca
n
 w

ri
te

 a
 p

o
em

 t
h
at

 i
sn

’t 
ab

o
u

t 
y
o
u
. 
U

n
ti

l 
I 

ca
n

 f
in

d
 s

o
m

et
h
in

g
—

an
y
th

in
g
—

to
 e

x
tr

ap
o
la

te
, 
  

I’m
 j

u
st

 s
cr

ib
b

li
n
g
 d

o
w

n
 e

q
u
at

io
n
s.
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—
a 

si
n

 s
o
 c

ru
el

 a
n
d
 d

ar
k
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h
e 

fa
e 

fo
rb

ad
e
 

at
tr

ac
ts

 i
n
v
es

ti
n
g
 h

o
rd

es
 t

o
 p

la
y
 c

h
ar

ad
es

—
 

 

—
co

n
ce

al
ed

 g
u

it
ar

s 
h
ar

p
o
o
n
 c

h
am

p
ag

n
e 

re
fr

ai
n
s 

 

ab
o
v
e 

u
n
lo

ck
ed

, 
u
n

w
as

h
ed

 e
x

h
au

st
 m

ac
h

in
es

—
 

 

—
su

rv
iv

e/
su

st
ai

n
/a

p
p
ly

 s
u
n
sc

re
en

/w
it

h
 t

h
o

u
g
h
t 

  

re
w

ri
te

 t
h
e 

tr
u
th

 f
ro

n
ti

er
ed

 f
aç

ad
es

 f
o
rg

o
t—

 

 —
th

e 
sm

el
l 

o
f 

ro
tt

in
g
 h

o
p
e 

ex
h
u
m

ed
 r

ep
el

s 
 

m
is

tr
u

st
 u

n
d
re

ss
ed

 b
es

id
e 

d
ec

a
y
ed

 m
o
te

ls
—

  
  

 

 

—
th

e 
m

o
o
n
 c

o
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o
n
ed
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er

 w
in

g
s 

u
n

fo
rm

ed
 w

o
n

’t 
b
lo

o
m

 

u
n
ti

l 
th

ei
r 

g
ro

w
in

g
 s

tr
en

g
th

 d
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tr
o

y
s 

h
er
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o
n
d
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o
m
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D
u

st
 N

ev
er

 S
et

tl
es

 

M
y
 d

ad
 t

o
ld

 m
e 

th
is

 s
to

ry
 t

h
at

 s
o
m

e 
o
ld

 t
im

er
 t

o
ld

 h
im

. 
H

e 
w

as
 a

 k
id

 d
u
ri

n
g
 t

h
e 

D
u
st

b
o
w

l.
 I

t 
w

as
 a

ll
 h

e 
ev

er
 k

n
ew

. 
O

n
e 

d
a
y
 h

e 
w

en
t 

o
u
ts

id
e 

an
d
 l

o
o
k
ed

 u
p
 a

t 
th

e 
sk

y
. 

H
e 

ra
n
 b

ac
k
 i

n
 t

er
ri

fi
ed

. 
Y

el
li

n
g
 f

o
r 

h
is

 d
ad

d
y
. 
H

e 
th

o
u
g
h
t 

th
e 

w
o

rl
d

 w
as

 g
o
n
n

a 
en

d
. 

T
h
o
u

g
h
t 

th
e
y
 w

er
e 

al
l 

g
o

n
n
a 

d
ie

. 
H

is
 d

ad
 r

an
 o

u
t.

 C
am

e 
b
ac

k
 i

n
. 

P
o
o
r 

k
id

 d
id

n
’t 

k
n
o
w

 

th
e 

sk
y
 w

as
 s

u
p
p
o
se

d
 t

o
 b

e 
b
lu

e.
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S
o
n
g
 o

f 
M

y
 C

o
ld

er
 S

el
f 

 I 
w

al
k

 i
n

 t
h

e 
F

ir
st

-m
o
n

th
 c

o
ld

 w
it

h
 m

y
 c

o
m

ra
d
es

, 

W
e 

si
n

g
 h

u
n

d
re

d
-y

ea
r-

o
ld

 s
o
n
g
s 

o
f 

o
u
rs

el
v

es
, 

 

O
f 

ev
er

y
 s

el
f 

in
se

p
ar

at
e 

fr
o

m
 u

s,
 

 W
e 

w
al

k
 s

h
iv

er
in

g
, 

cl
in

g
in

g
 t

o
 e

ac
h
 o

th
er

, 

C
li

n
g
in

g
 t

o
 o

u
r 

ri
si

n
g
 b

an
n
er

 b
at

te
re

d
 b

y
 t

h
e 

w
in

d
, 

C
li

n
g
in

g
 t

o
 t

h
e 

w
o

rd
 D

em
o

cr
ac

y
, 

 

C
li

n
g
in

g
 t

o
 D

em
o

cr
ac

y
 i

ts
el

f.
 

O
 m

ay
 i

t 
b

e 
m

an
if

es
t 

o
n
 t

h
e 

p
la

in
s.

 

C
o
u

ld
 y

o
u
 i

m
ag

in
e 

it
?
  

A
 d

em
o
cr

ac
y
 t

h
at

 i
s 

D
em

o
cr

ac
y
. 

 A
 D

em
o

cr
ac

y
 f

o
r 

y
o
u
 a

n
d
 I

, 
 

F
o

r 
y
o

u
r 

p
lu

m
b
er

, 
y
o
u
r 

m
o

th
er

, 
 

F
o

r 
th

e 
co

n
st

ru
ct

io
n
 w

o
rk

er
 y

o
u

 a
lm

o
st

 h
it

 w
it

h
 y

o
u

r 
ca

r,
  

F
o

r 
th

e 
se

cr
et

ar
ie

s 
an

d
 t

h
e 

w
in

d
o
w

 w
as

h
er

s,
  

F
o

r 
th

e 
fa

m
il

y
 g

et
ti

n
g
 k

ic
k
ed

 o
u

t 
o
f 

th
ei

r 
h
o

m
e,

  

F
o

r 
th

e 
w

ai
tr

es
s 

w
h
o
 s

p
il

le
d

 m
y
 o

ra
n

g
e 

ju
ic

e,
  

F
o

r 
th

e 
m

ig
ra

n
t 

fa
rm

er
s 

n
ev

er
 t

as
ti

n
g
 t

h
ei

r 
fr

u
it

s,
  

F
o

r 
th

e 
p

iz
za

 d
el

iv
er

y
 g

ir
l,

  

F
o

r 
th

e 
m

an
 w

h
o
 c

le
an

s 
y
o

u
r 

sw
ea

t 
o

ff
 t

h
e 

m
at

 a
t 

th
e 

g
y
m

, 
 

F
o

r 
th

e 
m

an
 t

ry
in

g
 t

o
 b

u
y
 d

ia
p

er
s 

w
it

h
 f

o
o
d

 s
ta

m
p
s,

  

F
o

r 
th

e 
co

al
 m

in
er

s 
an

d
 t

h
e 

ex
-a

u
to

 w
o

rk
er

s,
  

F
o

r 
th

e 
la

d
y
 c

le
an

in
g
 u

p
 p

u
k
e 

at
 m

y
 o

ld
 e

le
m

en
ta

ry
 s

ch
o
o
l,

  

F
o

r 
th

e 
se

x
 w

o
rk

er
 w

h
o

 j
u
st

 w
an

ts
 t

o
 d

o
 h

er
 f

u
ck

in
g
 j

o
b
, 

 

F
o

r 
th

e 
m

an
 w

h
o
 l

o
st

 h
is

 l
eg

 i
n
 a

 f
ac

to
ry

, 
 

F
o

r 
th

e 
g
u

y
 t

h
at

 p
u

ts
 y

o
u

r 
fa

v
o
ri

te
 c

er
ea

l 
o
n

 t
h
e 

sh
el

f 
at

 t
w

o
 i

n
 t

h
e 

m
o

rn
in

g
, 

 

F
o

r 
th

e 
w

o
m

an
 s

ti
ll

 b
at

h
in

g
 h

er
 c

h
il

d
re

n
 i

n
 l

ea
d
ed

 w
at

er
. 
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 A

s 
w

e 
w

al
k
 b

ac
k
 t

o
 o

u
r 

ca
rs

, 
a 

m
an

 a
sk

s 
u
s 

fo
r 

m
o

n
ey

, 
 

T
h

e 
h
o

te
l 

k
ic

k
ed

 h
im

 o
u
t 

o
f 

th
e 

lo
b
b

y
, 
th

e 
li

b
ra

ry
’s

 c
lo

se
d
. 
 

I 
h

av
e 

tw
o
 d

o
ll

ar
s 

a 
p
o

ck
et

 f
u
ll

 o
f 

ca
n
d

y
. 

O
u
r 

sh
ak

in
g
 h

an
d
s 

d
ro

p
 t

h
e 

p
ie

ce
s.

  

I’m
 t

o
o
 c

o
ld

 t
o

 k
n
ee

l 
d

o
w

n
 a

n
d
 p

ic
k

 t
h
em

 u
p
. 

 

I 
w

o
n
d

er
 w

h
y
 I

 s
h
o

u
ld

n
’t 

b
ri

n
g
 h

im
 h

o
m

e,
 m

ak
e 

h
im

 d
in

n
er

, 
w

e 
co

u
ld

 w
at

ch
 a

 m
o
v
ie

 o
n
 t

h
e 

co
u
ch

, 
ta

lk
 l

ik
e 

o
ld

 f
ri

en
d

s 
in

to
 t

h
e 

n
ig

h
t,

 

h
o

ld
 e

ac
h
 o

th
er

 l
ik

e 
lo

v
er

s 
ti

ll
 t

h
e 

m
o
rn

in
g
. 

 I 
d

o
n

’t 
h

av
e 

a 
m

ap
 o

f 
th

e 
ci

ty
’s

 s
h

el
te

rs
, 
an

d
 t

h
e
y
 w

o
u
ld

n
’t 

h
av

e 
ro

o
m

, 
n
o
t 

to
n

ig
h
t.

 

I 
te

ll
 h

im
 t

o
 s

ta
y
 w

ar
m

, 
k

n
o

w
in

g
 t

h
at

 h
e 

ca
n

’t,
 

K
n
o

w
in

g
 t

h
at

 s
o
o
n

 I
’ll

 b
e 

w
ar

m
 w

it
h

o
u

t 
h
im

, 

K
n
o

w
in

g
 h

e 
k

n
o
w

s 
th

e 
sa

m
e,

 a
n

d
 h

e 
th

an
k

s 
m

e,
 

 W
h
en

 i
t’s

 t
h

is
 c

o
ld

, 
I 

ca
n

’t 
es

ca
p

e 
it

, 
 

n
o

 m
at

te
r 

th
e 

la
y
er

s 
I 

w
ea

r,
 n

o
 m

at
te

r 
th

e 
n

u
m

b
er

s 
o

n
 t

h
e 

th
er

m
o
st

at
, 

n
o
 m

at
te

r 
th

e 
b
u
rn

in
g
 s

te
am

 o
f 

m
y
 s

h
o
w

er
h
ea

d
. 
  

 I 
am

 t
h

e 
m

an
 b

u
rn

ed
 a

li
v

e 
b

y
 t

h
e 

fi
re

 h
e 

b
u

il
t 

w
it

h
 n

u
m

b
 h

an
d
s 

in
 a

n
 a

b
an

d
o
n
ed

 l
iv

in
g
 r

o
o
m

, 

I 
am

 t
h

e 
ch

il
d
, 

d
ea

d
 i

n
 h

er
 b

ed
ro

o
m

, 
fr

o
ze

n
 i

n
 h

er
 m

o
th

er
’s

 a
rm

, 

I 
am

 t
h

e 
p
an

h
an

d
le

r 
si

tt
in

g
 w

ar
m

 i
n
 h

is
 t

ru
ck

 b
u

y
in

g
 b

o
o
ze

 o
n
 t

h
e 

w
a
y
 t

o
 h

is
 h

o
u
se

, 

I 
am

 e
v
er

y
 o

n
e 

o
f 

th
em

, 
ea

ch
 o

n
e 

as
 m

u
ch

 a
s 

th
e 

o
th

er
. 

I 
am

 t
h

e 
w

o
m

en
 c

o
u
n
ti

n
g
 m

y
 c

h
an

g
e,

  

I 
w

at
ch

 h
er

 c
h

ap
p
ed

 f
in

g
er

s 
st

ru
g
g
le

 w
it

h
 t

h
e 

co
in

s,
 a

s 
I 

w
at

ch
 I

 c
an

 f
ee

l 
th

e 
g
ri

m
e 

co
at

in
g

 h
er

 h
an

d
s,

 t
h
e 

st
ic

k
y
 w

ei
g
h

t 
o
f 

a 
d
ay

 s
p

en
t 

ca
rr

y
in

g
 o

th
er

 p
eo

p
le

’s
 m

o
n

ey
, 
w

h
il

e 
h

av
in

g
 n

o
n

e 
o
f 

h
er

 o
w

n
. 

I 
w

at
ch

, 
an

d
 I

 k
n
o
w

 t
h
at

 n
o

 m
an

, 
n
o
 w

o
m

en
, 
w

il
l 

ev
en

 b
e 

g
re

at
er

 t
h
an

 t
h
e 

o
n
e 

in
 f

ro
n
t 

o
f 

m
e.

 

I 
w

an
t 

to
 t

el
l 

h
er

 t
h

at
, 
to

 t
el

l 
h
er

 I
 l

o
v

e 
h

er
, 

th
at

 s
h
e
’s

 b
ea

u
ti

fu
l,

 

I 
w

an
t 

to
 t

ak
e 

h
er

 h
an

d
s 

co
v

er
ed

 i
n
 t

h
e 

fi
lt

h
 o

f 
so

m
eo

n
e 

el
se

’s
 g

re
ed

, 
 

I 
w

an
t 

to
 k

is
s 

th
em

, 
an

d
 t

o
 l

o
o
k
 i

n
to

 h
er

 e
y
es

, 
 

to
 s

in
g
 h

er
 (

w
it

h
o
u

t 
o
p
en

in
g
 m

y
 m

o
u

th
) 

a 
so

n
g
, 
th

at
’s

 j
u
st

 f
o

r 
h
er

 t
o
 h

ea
r,

  

a 
so

n
g
 o

f 
al

l 
o

f 
u
s,

 o
f 

th
e 

tw
o
 o

f 
u
s,

 o
f 

th
e 

o
n
e 

o
f 

u
s,

 i
n
se

p
ar

at
e,

  

 B
u

t 
I 

ta
k

e 
m

y
 c

h
an

g
e 

an
d
 g

o
, 

I 
ta

k
e 

m
y
 c

h
an

g
e 

an
d
 w

ai
t 

fo
r 

so
m

eo
n
e 

el
se

 t
o
 t

ak
e 

m
y
 f

il
th

y
 h

an
d
s 

an
d
 t

el
l 

m
e 

I’m
 n

o
t 

al
o
n
e.
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T
h
e 

W
il

d
er

n
es

s 

  W
il

d
 t

u
rk

ey
s 

ca
ll

 f
ro

m
 j

u
st

 b
eh

in
d
 t

h
e 

tr
ee

s.
 

I 
ca

ll
 b

ac
k
. 

T
h

e 
b
ar

k
 o

f 
a 

w
ri

n
k
le

d
 o

ld
 o

ak
 

cr
u
m

b
le

s 
o

ff
 i

n
to

 m
y
 h

an
d
 a

s 
I 

st
ea

d
y
 

m
y
se

lf
. 
M

y
 e

y
es

 l
o

w
 a

n
d

 l
o

o
k
in

g
 f

o
r 

b
o
n

es
. 
S

m
o
k
e
 

o
n

 m
y
 s

k
in

, 
m

y
 h

ai
r,

 m
y
 c

lo
th

es
. 
M

y
 d

ir
ty

 

fe
et

 s
tu

ff
ed

 i
n
to

 s
o

ck
s 

st
u
ff

ed
 i

n
to

 s
h

o
es

. 
B

ru
sh

 p
o

k
es

 

m
y
 a

rm
. 

I 
ca

n
’t 

w
al

k
 b

ar
ef

o
o
t 

h
er

e.
 J

ag
g
ed

 s
cr

ap
s 

 

o
f 

m
et

al
 f

er
ti

li
ze

 t
h

e 
ru

st
y
 g

ro
u
n

d
. 
M

ap
s 

 I’v
e 

d
ra

w
n

 i
n
 s

an
d

ie
r 

d
ir

t 
p

ai
n
t 

th
is

 p
la

ce
  

as
 s

ac
re

d
. 

I 
fe

el
 t

h
at

 d
iv

in
it

y
 n

o
w

 t
h
ro

u
g
h
  

th
e 

so
le

s 
o
f 

m
y
 u

n
h

o
ly

 s
an

d
al

s.
 L

ea
v

es
 p

ra
y

 

si
le

n
tl

y
. 

T
h

ei
r 

tr
o
u

b
le

d
 l

ip
s 

m
o
v

e 
 

b
u

t 
th

ei
r 

v
o

ic
es

 c
an

n
o
t 

b
e 

h
ea

rd
. 

T
h
ei

r 
li

m
b

s 
sw

ay
 

as
 I

 k
n

ee
l 

d
o
w

n
 t

o
 c

o
ll

ec
t 

ri
b
s 

in
to

 

m
y
 c

h
es

t,
 a

n
d
, 

as
 b

re
at

h
 s

u
rr

o
u
n

d
s 

m
e,

 t
h
e
y

 

ra
tt

le
 c

o
ld

 i
n
 m

y
 f

o
ld

ed
 a

rm
s.

 I
 w

ai
t 

 fo
r 

w
h

at
ev

er
’s

 l
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