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STRUCTURE ND STRESS: ~ OCIAL CHANGE AMOIJG THE 

F RT SILL A.P /\.CI-IE ilID TI-f..EIR A. CES TOJ.S, 

1 'j70 ·- 1960 

INTRCDUCTION 

Basic l\.ims 

The basic aims of this study are as follcw: 

(1) To discover the proces by which the so ial structure of 

the :Fort Sill .. pache has evolved. 

(2) To cliscover and account for the changes in the ~ccial 

structures of their ancestors--the Chiricahua, Har,::i ::;;,ring 

and Be:lonkohe Apache--which may have produced the ocial 

structure of the Fort Sill pache. 

(3) To discover the extent to which t.hese changes and the social 

structure of the Fort Sill Apache are the result of stress 

in the contact between Americans and the Chiricahua, , rar.' 

Sprin, Bedon ohe, and Fort Sill tl.pache. 

The firs ai.ll was s ggested by tho conm nts o th a ho I s 

in orm~nts ccnccrnin 6 tho present relations betwe n ~in i1rn. rhey felt 

that the traditional kinship behavior observ ,d b their ~ nc s to s-- '·he 

Chiri.cahua, T ("I • ·11.m 0nrJ.ng, nd 3edonkohe ~r, ch0--had b n 1odi ~iLd t 

,o.nt of no lon,e bcin~ f1m tional. 'hty n~ L t d, ,ith n a cc 
1 

h 



2 

t,hat th1::y felt thE,mst-lves to be a 11inde c dent" people, L th Sf S(.. 

that mutual A.id can no longer bE.. expected f collat8ral kinsra a! d that 

the nuclear frunily i now the focus of th ir social life. 1,'hat they 

wished t ~.now was whether theL int rpretatio s cf their social str-c urs 

w e correct, and if ~o, hew its divergence from th aboriginal social 

structures the Chirjcahua, Warm Spring, and Bcdonkche Ap che ca bE-

accounted for. Th0se ar0 precist::ly the questions the aut.hor hcpGs ~CJ 

answer in this study. 

The second aim also deserves some explanation. In 1aS6, prac

tically all of the me bers of th Chiricc,n ;.a, v1arm Soring, a, d B0do· 1kd:1L 

A ache tribes we-re removed from the Vhite Mowtain Reservation (the pres

ent l<'ort A ache and San Carlos A.pache Reservations), Ariz na, a d L pris

cned for twenty-seven years -Ln Florida, Alabama, a..'1.d Ck.lahoma. fo 1912, 

the Apache prisoners of war at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, w giv""n th chcic 

of being relocated on the MescalE'·r, l\pache Reservation, New M xico, r 

settling upo allotments in Gklahcma. Gm'> hundred and eighty-o_ e f them 

elected to be removed to the Mescalero Reservation. This gr up r fer to 

themselves as 11Chiricahua l,ache, 11 in spite of what their true trtb 1 

c igins ay be. The Fort Sill Apache are th- desce_dants of the eighty

one f nn&r pach& prisoners f war who remained in klahoma. 1 

Cultural stress, rE:ferred t in tho stateme t f th third ai., 

is dE..fined by John J. Honigma n as follows: 

1;:;u: B nc.dick Jozhe, 11 \ Bri~f Hist ry cf the F t Sill Apach . 
ribe," The Chr0•1icles of Gldahoma, XXXIX, 1k. 4 (Wintbr, 1961-1 ) , 

L..2'1 -nd LS'; and ppend .x I of this study-. 
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hen tw or more ways of life come int con act a profussion 
I stres will very likely b encoun ·ered. Ct1lturr, contact occurs 

wherever p ople who have been socialized in one tradition inte act 
with repr scntatives of a diff rent way f life •••• 

ten what happens in culture contact is this: an invading 
group fails to und stand the values and expectations o it.s 
hosts. De.ands are made on the hosts for which the later lack 
established patterns of response. The foreigner's behavior appea s 
st.range and nearly wholly incomprehensible. Tension piles up on 
b th side of t,he relationship •••• Pursuing ieiitation at the 
ex-pens f the standardized behavior patterns may engend r social 
and personal cor lict.2 

The uthor will concentrate on the following categories 01. the 

social structures of the Chiricahua, Harm Spring, Bedonkohe, and Fort 

Sill Apache: (1) kinship behavior, (2) marriage reglllations, (3) the 

maturation pr cess, (4) the treatment of deceased relatives, (5) sub

sistence a.rid econ mic organization, and ( 6) pclitical organization. The 

aboriginal social structures of the Chiricahua, Warm Spring, and Bedon

lohe are discussed in the second and third chapters. The changes in 

these social structures during An1erican contact, until 1913, are dis

ct1ssed in Chapters IV through VI. Chapter VIII contains a descript.ion 

of the social struc t.ure of thG · ort Sill A: ache. 

The Application of the Ethnohistorical 

Method in This Study 

The author has used the ethnohistorical method throu~hout this 

study. Among the curr nt definitions f chi met.bed, the onG flt to be 

the most applicable was given by Charles A. Valentine in a discu in of 

2John J. Honigmann, Clllture and Per on_lity (New Y rk: ·arp"r 
nd Brothers, Publishers, 1054), p. 413. 



it.s uses :i.n t.udies o culture contact and accult.uration: 

he systematic e:icploit tion o.f fsic, historical docu'!lents as a 
res0 rceJ, inc njunction with ethnographic invest.igation and 
.. , any o t.her forms o .fi(:,ld research found useful in dealing with a 
part.icular proble,.,, constitut.0s n et.hnohistorical rne,t.hod •••• 
the use of sch an integrat.ing m6t.hod leads to a cult r 1-hist.orical 
descr·pt.ion which port.rays the development of one or more ethnic ~ 
gro ps through time. Su::!h a portrayal may be t.ermsd an e hnohistory.j 

i\.s one contemporary writer on the uses of the ct.hn historical 

method has pointed out, c.here are as yet no ruh,::, f0r the G ~hnc,,his tcrian 

to u e in analyzing historical document.s.4 However, Valentine oifers 

several suggestions which are pertinent to the scope o t.his study. He 

says that 11Mcst ethnohistorical trc. tments of accult.uration c.eal wit.h 

rat.her long-term sequences extending well beyond the limits of living 

me nory." Frequently in such stud:i.es thE.re is a certa:i.n la.ck Cl. consis-

tency between the data ta.1.cen from historical sources a.nd those glcar..cd by 

ethnogra-ohic othods. Under such conditions, the two types cf data are 

not readily comparable or easily i.ntegratec.. 5 

Valentine has suggested that--

Cm the contrary, short-t. rm contact sequences within the cor::.pa:::;s 
of living memory provide ideal condit:i.ons for adequate control of 
data on the acculturation process as a wh le without sacri.ficin_ 
attention to the historical dimension f th probl-rn. In dE:<aling 
with h~~ problcr.::s o defined, both ethno(J'raDhic nd historical 
evidence bearing on 0,ll stages of the accLLlturation sequ nee can 
be m aninbfully integrated. It is :i.n s11ch q cent "t. · hat 

Jcharles ti.. Valentine, "Uses of Ethnohistory in an ccultur -
ion Study," 1tlmohifl cry, VII, :{ • 1 ( linter, 19 O), p. 2. 

4n ncy Cei~ trdch I uriE., :qzthnohiste,ry: n Ethn h 1gic P int 
of Vi,,..,, 11 in 11Symposi n the C ncep t of E t.hnohis to y, 11 Ethnohi t ry, 
VIII, n0. 1 Tint~r, 19f.i1), p. ~J. 

5v 1 ntin , 2.1:• cit., p. ? 
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ethn history can mah, i L great, st contribut-ion to he, analysis 
cul ure con act and accultur. tion.6 

It is necessary, in this study, to deal wit-h nany events in tho 

con act, between Americana and the Chiricahua, 1,a I'l 0pring, a:·.d Bedcnkohe 

Apache which a e found only in t,he hist-orical scurces. hese events wc:re 

no mentioned by the author's informants nor reported in any ethnographic 

source dealing with the abcve three tribes. ·!here it is possible to de 

so, t,he. author will at-tempt to show the possible causG and ef ect of 

these events by drawing upon the ethnogrA.phic evidence ,rhich bears a re

lationship to these events. 1l:,.ese events will be rocorded without cem-

ent where this integration of the hist.or-ici;-.1 and ethnographic evidence 

is not possible. 

The author has made no attempt, to deal with American contact 

with the Chiricahua, Warm Spring, and Bedonkohe before 1C70 by the ethno

historical method. ~ portion of the f urth chapter has been devoted to 

a discussion of t,his contact, beginning with the earliest with each 

trib • How.:.ver, this discussion is based on th evidenc from the his

torical sources along. The ethnohistorical me hod is used to d~s ss 

those ch!3.ng8s in the social structures of these tribes .snd their resis-

tanctS to change which occurr-d bGtween 1370 and 1913. ,\s there i little 

documentary history of the Fort Sill Apache, the discussion f their 

soc:L 1 structure in the seventh chapter is taken primarily fr 1 th'-' 

statement of he author's informants. 



tnts 0 

I' 
_) 

Tb :..1.::_ ~ n'..,ivt 

hrr·_ a_ thre aon·ces o nat.ive tes',:.i ony <- d ·n t-1:_s 3 udy. 

_,hirlcahut .:i..nd ·~: ccntain ' .:.n J u..Jl.:.':'h• c. 

thnc(J':•::i.;hic son ... ce-,, ri.nd (3 th-: r:t·1-l:,c-10nts cf Criric:i.hu'.1, arm S rLn._, 

and 13E.-d n,;:c,he informants c nt:1ined in jo urnen.J.,ary, aul:,oeiogr -:1hica}, a_d 

genealoeical o· di-s. 

There appropriate, the auth r hF:>s q_uoted his five inror:::1ants, 

7 ch .nging nothing but the grar ar tht,y usE.d. l\.ny inf rmation the.,. grrre 

which is :el t to be either que.s t, ·.onable c:r ,:.,l:mdcrcus ha: be0n or.ii t ted. 

• h -re the informants included the na-:-ncs c_ indi vidu ls, these hav ~ oeen 

s .. o::-tencd to the initial lE. c ter, r:.xcep' in cases 1-;he_ e :.tesc persons av 

een ... 1ade 1.1sll known in tht; -1 ,c'Jli entary --:lourccr~ or their cc 1"'lc t na. cs 

BI"..;; nsE:ded to cla_i y the state.mE.nts. This haE een dono .:,o p!'ctcct th 

nrivacy of those Fcr-t Sill 'r•:i.che v c may no,., wish t.hE ir private live:s, 

or those cf their ro 1 ti ves .nd -=.ncc:stors, t be ma c nublic : now ledge. 

I'he na: E:s of tE aut-hor' s in or:nants have beE.n vitbht;ld, s th-::ir co -

ments en intertri ·111 r" 'J.t · ens nd thGir · '::,tj tu.i.,e~ t0 1,n:rds th- Go n-

'lent e,uld, cor..cei vably, subj ct h2, to ridicu.le. 

Sev-r'll o th. dc,cwn• n~ary sc, rces · s'3d ·n t 11is st dy L • cn..,-=nn 

ethno '1hic notE.s G'btained thro gh native c.0 sti 010ny. Ratlkr th'ln 

7 Th( n.u+-,ho s ent "'e·-ren w o ·s d 
;·ng;: u:c· c be a o"' t.hr 7c rt Sill 

nts near \ achr, r 1, h 
jnnr,r 1n.t,:c,n ... , 

T3. '=' hc .... n rm 
rob rn ririn 7 C 

ing the 1.L:11c o 1()63 in:. 
( r: l_b 1 Th r sid Cl '"ht 'r 

1b ,' c'' th triut V 1 m
r·.r ~ in or D~, (n 

rln ~ iLGLrvnti n in 1 75. h 
inAb.b u rt •crtJill, 
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eq c ~.in[" tl1-.;s iru or, ants> th1:... tho hqs eiv _ t1cir stat s ..:.r 

tr~, i ht des er i ') ti v style. i'his rule has als b e anplic in us.ing 

the :-;hnogranhic and is tor lcal data contrtined in reroni o I s ,md B tz :.

nL z Is u obio anhies. J 

-\ 

.)S3.!'.1U~ l M. B r:ret t ( di. tor anrl re00 der), Gerc,ni '1101 s ..., vO_ 7 of 
Iis Li"'c (Cklahoma City: Harlow Publishing Corpo_a·cion, 193j); and 
T .s0n 8et7,inez . .Ji.th 'ilhnT' t3trur,evant l'JyA, T F01.1,r,ht with C'rf';roni•c 
( I r-risburg, Pennsylvania: The Staclq_Jole Co,npany, 195:J). lhesG arc, 
both valw:i.ble historic land ethnogrA-phic sources buts uld be ust:d 
wi h a ti n, as both Geroni·no and Betzinez were over seventy years ld 

fr,n thesv books w:ire written. 



.tUBAL rJE:HI Y l\..ND CC1 G 'I IC~: 1750-1 60 

11 ribe 1' and 11Band 11 

rhe term "tribe, 11 as used in this tudy, refers to an o th.riic 

ro p whose me. bes shared a common id ntity and culture. lS the ::-e ader 

shall discov~r in a later chap er o~ this study, the Chiric hua ppear to 

have achieved sense o tribal unity thro gh the mut al exploitati n cf 

and terri or ies and '·he fact that the three north rn bands o:f: this tribe 

recognized the authority of a corn.man leado • The two bands c the ar .1 

Snring tribe were united ·with the Bedcnkohe tribe in 1 5 '5 under the cc::1-

man leadership 0.1. Man as Coloradas. 1 vidence will be giv~n in later 

chante s that this tribal unity persisted, and th tit w s stren thcncd 

thro gh .inshiD ies r0sulting from inte ~arriage. 

swill be shown in a later chanter, the li it d diet.rib tin 

of f ocd res01 cos in the territories cf the Chiricahua and 1' rin 

r EJd these ~nach to live in isolated lcc'll rcuns. 1hos lccal ei·o· .., 

livlng close cnou~h to ea ether to o llfoncos .2cr d n•' er ag r G-

L n, and able to nttend en h oth,r's co 'al .1.unctions, _cr1,d 100.3 c n-

f tl rn.tions, er ·1 and,..," Conncq cnt1y, t rri..,crirtl li ·t~ · 

1 

n Co 
,t rn 

'1 ) 

r 

r c ~niz • 

.Ch 
n 
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nly , t hl, b nd L v 1 w. ong th1.:. s ri ~....,, rh tcr 11b 1d, 11 S 9 

his t, dy, r~ rs, then, to a poli ·cal and t rritc.r-ial ::'·u..JC..i .:.sio; o_ 

ho t~ lo . I· will e shewn la.tr in this ch~:, ·er hat 

ently a se arato and distinct 1.::; thnic g_ r W) be ~cr0 

t;; ,.., do ~ch · r 1· 

.riliat"'d p li ically with the Mimbreno band 0 

hi J de. ade. 

in£; durL G 

Jozhe says that 111'h 1•crt ··.:.11 \nachc Llbe aro th,... - ~c1e-ndt.-nts 

o three A:paclw :::'r:Lbos: the, 1 ar'll pring koachc T-.ci bE., · he Chiricahu.a 

ri be and thL- Nodn::l.i A-oachc 2 ribe. 11 1hese th_ee g ups havv 

us lly been identified in the ethnological lit rat r, since th~ a·~e~ -

ance o -Iorris i::dward Cpl er I s ethncgraphy c Chiricahua aooriginal cul

tur<, as t.hG 11E.astern C 1iricah a band, 11 the liC._ntrnl Chiricahu.::i. band, ti 

? 
and ~hr• 11Sou'-hern Chiricahua band, 11 resDectively. E. • "itfcrd st,ands 

lone in identi ying the s c three r;ro :os as bands of tho ar,il Sprin 

tribr • 4 It is he author I s pin~ 0n that nd ther Ople:t, er JL. crd \ igh 

the gro o id-nti icat.ions given th01u by 'heir inror.:i.ants against th'- cvi-

dence ccnt'lined in hiGtori.c-il dccu;::1t.,n s. pl r d vc ted only t-

r· cthnogr .ohy o Chi icahus. culture to ~h hi" ry cf th Hbands 11 h 

1.ncl 1, 1 i 
v·rsi ,y cf Ct'c1.c,c 
nn 1 pl£ r 1 s. 

.t;lc ·1t ) '" t, ( 

C,. 1 ( : f 
. hc·11 1'1 

'r lil 1 YI p 
' 

wh h h· 



e,.,ign d, b i1 n t , 
i; ti n any f' 1:,nts l.Je or( 1 7 , • .,, Gi fer di n t 

,Ln icn y historical E.:V nts before 1 ,60. hE..y are lncl <; c _ly ir tlL 

e:xolan t ry not .. , anpended tc his c 1 t E.. lem nt dis tri1 ticn list. I 

is o ic s that he include th8 for no other pur·, SE. than tr o )lain 

th<.- o i in o th 1 arm Spring culture elements h- no es. s th_ read r 

shall dis ov~r in the llowing sections of this chapt-r, hert is gcod 

'o r en tary material on the hi st cry of the Chiricahua and ar.a Spring 

for s ar b ck as 1634. Th author found no evidence in any cf th s 

so rcE.s that they w re regarded as bands of the samt tribe. As will be 

shm,m below, there is good evidence that the 1~ednai were a band o th 

Chiric~hua, though they did not exist befor 0 1763. 

rhere is evidence in an unp blished genealogical st 'y of the 

Fort Sill -1. ache that two of their original eighty-one 'Ilem.bers wer 

Bedonkohe ,pachb. It is shown in the s ne so ·ce ·hat the Btdr ohf 

wee a sepa te nd distinct tribe before the 1J30 1 s, but became ~ ili-

. ed wi h the Wa m Spring during this decade:. an I i th tho Chiric hua in 

1861. 6 } rry Baseha_t is th, only othnologi t 1h mcnti ns th- BL- en-

~o s, to h he dntits sc~e conl'usion as c their prcner identi~y.7 

5 oce (pler, £!2• cit., ' • 2 and 4. 
/ 

".)Uni~ d J ~'ltcs · r 1y rtilLry and Hir" ik 
Fe t :;ill '·naches: ThE-ir Vital ;:; a tis tic Tribal 

er ->ir, (t.lnhcn., 1:,5 -1)62, unr blish8d. I'll'::, r 
by +-h st ~f of th us :1 s D1·ojc ct tc rl- Lhe 

ri'lch irone"'"' of war who WLrL. buri d on thG 
v,.,_ ·(n, (Jrl"l,ho 11, .l., er 1 /4 tc 1')1], in 1 sivb. 

r9t l ble d . n this t The 
r t 

t 
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It is the thor•~ puroosc, hor~, tc revie1 v·d nc 1 o.:n 

the Sp-n·sh, Mexi o.n, nd l\.mcrican dee 1ents, as well as fro.1 all Jhnc

franh c so ces, in n tt ~Dt to co rectly idrnti ya 

ouns ~nd the· con anent band~ ro~ 1750 t( 116n. er~ this qn~lysis 

o thv docu_uentary sources extended back _urther han the year 175· a 

E-riou problem would bG encountered. This is because the arious . s 

given the South mstern l\.pache in the Spanish docm1ents be.' _r..J 1750 re 

difficult, if not impossible, to correla ·e with the nax1cs for t e same 

Indians apuea.Ting in later .,ourccs. Those ound in the Soamsh dccll.',ents 

a ter this date are easily co rel ted with thos ap..,earin in th~ -xican 

and \me ican documents after 1 -~30. However, where it can b"' de ons7-i•a ced 

that the groups na.11ed in the earlier docur._ents were the Chi icah·..1a, ar~1 

s.., ing, or Be cnkohe, the evidence s ppcrting such ass mtio ,s is in luded 

in this chapter. 

The au hor has made no attempt t identify the ChL icahua, arm 

prin, and 3cdonkohc, or the component bands of the firs to t·ib s, 

. roill the evidence of heir group leaders before 1 60.J :his is blca se 

many of he erican docu.aents of the 13501 s contain a hc.s e, of na :1 s c 

groun le ders -1ho could not havE- all been band leaders, sin c th ~ 1J..:1ber 

o lraders is not pro•,crtionate to the n be of bond d sign. t d. Ho\

E vcr, ~his 'Jroblel"l ap'11:Le:::i only to the \ arM. S ring and Bed n ch • A. 

the A.Uthor beli VE.;8 tha the 'll'lj ori y of tbP-" ].PR de s w rt: 1-hGt ( 

C n~.,.. c~ q,sr-i .. ~ch ,,c. 
1 ,d co, 11A.rch, Y)5 '), 

? (-151~ ( lbuu on'": 
ct.:.cm TI, ). 5. 

s th 
n , con 

r nd r sh 
nd or 

1 di v r be1 w, 
h 1 ,; Ir 

Th Univ r ·ty o 

h h ri 



c<tllc, 111c al g_n~r le.e_d .. s, 11 only those wh0 aoj:, ar c hav _Josses::i d 

thori ty over sp c:'..fir d g u s b fore.: ld60 will ~)c c,t~d i · hi c ar.:, r. / 

'h vidence of 1:.ribal idc titiEs and comp sitic, giv'--" i. the 

sectio s below is p ~sentLd in the f llowi g rdGr in Lach sect n: (1) 

the E:;vidence .trom native testimrmy, (2) th - e:vidence from ethnographic 

sources, and ( 3) the evidence from docume tary s ur·cE s. A ccnUJlF... tary 

and c Hique f Cpler 1 s and Gifford's id ntifications of the Chiricahua 

and War~ Spring tribes is given in the final sectio • 

Th.::_ Chiricahua ~pache Tribe 

The F~vidence from .fati ve Testimony. Ace rding tc om. of the 

uthor I s inf rmants, the:1· , we:.·e four bands f th Chiric1:=1.,ma tribe: ( 1) 

he /~ok?a_ f§n/, (2) the /1de'- iildai/, (3) the /3i:!Jy~na/, a.1d (4) the 

I I I \ / II 1.rai·ahb e , Tra:1slaticns of these band names are give::1 in .rn e. dix II. 

:I'he /~ok1ane"n/ were said to hav-: bee- located in the Dragoo:i 

Mc 1 ·ains cf sr.uthE:as tern A.rizcna. As will b . shown b l0w, it is prob-

able hat their territory included the Chiricahua 

tai s to the east as well. 

d Dos Cab€z s Mcun-

Ehrre was some disa r ement a.mo g th 0 inform 1ts co cer i g th 

nrou •r identity f the /nde"· inda' /, or ifodnai. Two informants st t1::d 

r:,3itiv ly th t t:,hey -1crc• a Ctiric h b d, wh'lc tv 0t~0r~ ide tifi d 

separate tribe. It seems thnt the latt r d tific t· 1 i 

dns t t.h~: co oq_' t1.0n cf th /1d{ i dai/. Be tzinez s s that ;i h y w r 

d fr m rther bad", 11. di cludrd iu th,.ir b r hi. 

f w fo.v j o s as w~J J s Ht ,c CA.n~ 1cl wh~ .s whc had be n pt d hil 
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childr n nd uhc had g om un as avages. 111 G ne inf or·. irnt reported tl a 

this b nd wa lo at d nartly in so the stern rizona, northeastJrn Senor, 

and no +-,h e tern Chih ahu • m i is the same te ri torial distrib tion 

le P: ve for his 11S0 thern Chiricahua band. 1111 

' ile the /k~{ · ahene/ we & not located by Any of th inf orma r;s, 

one or he:.Il sta ·-ed th t the /3l:!: 1 y§..n~/ we e located in ht north&rn part 

r: Ci icahua territory. Thin was appa ently in either th i0 ... thern 

Pelan illo o_ Pin,:i_lenn Mount i.ns o outheastern A.rizona. These locatio s 

~ust be taken as being tentative, as ther0 is no 1ention cf this b cDd in 

the ethnogr hie Rnurces on the Ch-; ~icahu. . 

' he Evidence from Ethnof -'J."'"Jhic Sources. Basehart I s inf or.1anL s 

gave the follo11ing locations as having been regular / i,>7, '/ cok anen cente s: 

l\.pachs P ss, the western foothills f the Chiricahua Hountains, the Dos 

Cnbez s Mountains, and the DTagoon 1oun t, in • The \,, hi tewa t r Bald in 

th0 1o ollon -fountains of New Mexico was their most i "l.nortant cere ncnial 

center. En route to it, this band caJUped in he vicinitic o the ures-

ent Safford, \rizon .nd 1a le Peak, in Greenlee Co t , izcn. hey 

also requented the Chiricahua, S uthe n Paloncillo, H3.t he 

Mount in , and visited he /Tl I \ n Ill 
1 e· 1 da:i_ band in the vi inity 

md Flcrida 

f Bate i::; , 

Jono 12 

h / nde'. · 1\nd 1 1
1

/ ~ th T e cen.,e_ s '·!0 e in c Si rr st 

of Bavi, e; t 3, tcpit0; '3lnng ~hP "l.~tPr-n bmk 0.._ he Yn.qui Riv r, frc 

11 C nl&r, 92.. c . t. , . 3. 

t· en II, 4 n Van 1 n 5. 
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.ra., to low C putq; he Aln.'.l'lo u cos and Ani 1 s 11oun n.i 1s c_ w 

.• xic panhandl ; and the vi inity of tho pro en D ca , rizo a. _ r -

qu nt visits wer made to the Chiricah a Houn ains d p che s", wher 

they a'Ilped wi h the other Chiricahua bands. ii arm pring cc,ntvrs visi · ed 

Dy the /Dcle· l na.;{; included the res rk,rna.nas and Flo ida •1Guntains 

~hr vicinity of the present Dusty, .ew Moxico. 1 

he I ,, ' , '/ kai·ahone are evidently Gi ford's" auch c tains 

p ch ,rr or 11Shaiahene 11 band. Basehart shares this ouinion, hough on 

o his in orman s who was of this band, was born near pache Pass; haa. 

helped gather agave in t,he vicinity of the , hi tuwater Baldy of he _ ·o-

gallon fountains; and had camped with his band near the bas 

Sierra de la dadera in /nd/•lnaa{/ territory.14 

f he 

The Evidence fro., Doc entary Sources. Jack ouglas ForbAs as 

positively identified the 11Jocome 11 oft c Spanish docu.-:i nts before 1750 

as 

.C:.• 

/
~ ,,1,, , I he cok anen ban of the Chiricahua: 

The identity of the Jacome with the Chiricah \pace is d....,finit ly 
est blished ••• by the fact hat Joco e ppears to be panish 
derivation from the Apache narno of one of the Chiricahua bands, the 
precise band tl.1:-- occupi--d the sam"' territo y assigned to tle Jcco~c. 
This roup of Apache c lleu. the selves Cho-ko-nen T Cho-kon-e. 
rh" Jpanish co,'1.uonly bstituted the letters X, q and J or th 
e tteral Indian CH and thus Chokone would have been rende bd Hocon ... , 
Xcccm, or Jocono. This corresnonds closely with th £iispanic 
Jacone and Joco 'le •15 ~ 

1JB S"h rt, £2• cit., s cti n II, p. '6 and ~fr _, 1 ,. 
11•J1:tseh t, . cit., 6, n.nd Hap 1 and 5; and Gi .. f r 

' • L ~., p. L •• 

rbr-1, 11J.ho J nos, Jo CK 

ndi an->, ' ;:.:-.:::..:.:......:.:=~~~:..:;;..:::..:;;;.:;r~i~c;;..'l~1:;..· ...:R.:.:e::..:..1 ~ w, XXXII, • • 
• 3'" 4. 
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10 arently, he Chiric'1h a had a 11 ch mor li i ., , dis ,ri. butim 

1763 th'lll they did at th0 t.Lme of Mexi ,11.n A.nd ic n c rt c 

du ing ht- 1j50 1 s. Bg_sch rt say. ·hat 11rhe r,1ajor di.1fer nccs are th t 

prio_ to 1763, he Pimas occupied the an Pedro valley, while b-forf 160 

Lsic, 1700] (mi.ta inhabited the region so th of th1:: Cl'rice.hua 1c, 
. ,,1 ':J a2..ns. 

EJward II. Soicer notes that, as late as 1697, the CD ta occupLd 

the regi n along he Eastern Bavispe RiiTE;r, and depicts Cpata terri ory 

~s extending eighteen miles north of Fronters.s ;md j st eas c~ Bavisr. 

dB S b t 17r-o 'rh· d . 1 t~ + ~h ;nde/·'i da1i'/ an acerac, onora, a ou J • is wo i~p y :iaJ J_e 1 · 

wera no in or heas tern Sonora before tl e lats e:ighte:e th cE.nt.ury, ,-

less they occupied the region about Son Bernadina and thE S5..errs.s Ca al-

leros and de ..;an Luis. 

Soice::- says that orior tc 1760 t,he San :?cdrc valley was occ ,,id 

y "h Sobaipuris, an p-oer __ 
0

roup. l\.pache raids on thbir settl1;;-

"!lents finally forced the Sobaipuris to abandon it and ret eat w stw rd 

in the early 1760 1 s. 17 1"'hil · giving no references, Basehart s ys that 

the rot of the Pima from the San Pedro valley took place in 1763. \fte -

•rards, II . the ~, 1t,hcrn orticn of the valley as far so th s the 

d chuc,. Mo tair..., oecarue Chiricahua co ntry. fl 16 It is '1Uite evident 

tha~, i Baseh3.rt is correct, the I I(\ I II kai· ahen band JCr( net in th r1 '1-

ch c ,1o ntain"' before 17SJ. 

1 ; "' hn.rt, r,ion I, 
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In I \ I// de·111da1 ppa ntly wvll cntrGnc.ed in northcas::. .... rn 

Sonora by 'he nin teenth century. leY ndro do ,iur'l ol t I s 11! p o t ..., 

Kin dor.i o Ne J pain, ir d awn in 1j11, shows th 11 .pac t;G Chiricau · s" -; 

onora between errenate and San Bornadino, n rth o_ Fronteras, and oz

tending nor hward into the Chi icahua Mountains. 19 

James H. Tevis, who was jnvolved in the first .American con act 

with che Chiricahua, did not n e any of their bands. He rbcognized 

three of them, however, all located north of the international bounda_y 

between the United States and the Republic of Mexico in oouth astern .rri

zona. The first, under the leadership of Cochise, consisted of seven 

hundred warriors; the second, under ld Jack, consisted of over five 

hundred warriors; and the third, under Bsconolea, n bered over three 

hundred persons. 

Tevis, was apparently unaware of the existence of the /11de'·inct1H/ 

band. He says that Chiricahua raiding parties left ,".pache Pass ev ry 

winter for the Sierra 11adrcs 01 1~ew Hexico and _ c ..,urned in e s ring, 

but he makes no mention of regular occupation of these mountains. O 

'Jhile Cochise I s and Esconclea I s bands remaine prL arily a 

pache Pass, ievis speA.ks of annus.l encamp cnts in the Dragoon Ho 1tains, 

at S eins PeA.<" in the orthern P loncillo Mountains, and at La0 de 

1'.)See Carl I. Wheat, Maoning thG Trans -lississip-)i ' st.: 
1540-1 361, Vcl. I: ·.:1:. Sn nish Entrnda to the Louisiana P chase: 
15L/J-1 ,04 (San Francisco: Ins ti tut of Historical Ca ... tigranhy, 
1~57), a.ina D. 134. 

l'h 
s 

28c t . J H T . np a n runes • evis, 
Uni vs:r-si ty ct tfc 1 xlco f· OS!", 

h~ irsc nublica ton of the ori 
b ·, 1 ~ ~6. 

i zona tn tho 1 50 1 s ( Ubu1 C>rqu : 
1 ')54), DD. 95-96, ., , .1.n 1 Of'. l'hia 
inul ~~n sc ipt co1 let din e· -



17 

' , 
"' Z'll n. 11 0.1. thesE.. areas Excep the last, which is in no- h ·rn 

Chihu, hua, are well within the ter- i tory Cpler 'lssigncd to his 11CE.,ntral 

C iricnhua band."?. 1 

It is significant that revis 1 me~oirs don t contain one shred 

f evidence that the l\.p che of soutlr,10stern Jew i1exico were a b nd o 

Chiricahua. Cpler has designated these Apache es the 11Eastern Chirica-

22 hua band," Tevis, on the other hand, speaks of the 11Copper Mine Indians,n 

under the leader,3hip of Hangas Coloradas, and the "Mimbres I11.dL-s1s,'' under 

-lias, both inhabiting outhwestern dew Mexic • He mentions wo councils 

attended by these chiefs, Cochise, and Esconolea at lpache Pass in the 

late 13501 s. rhe second council was attended by the Coyotero Apache under 

Fr ncisco and the Mescalero Apache under Chino as well. Both councils 

were apparently the result of close political ties between the Chiricahua, 

"arm Spring, Coyotero, and Mescalero, and were convened for the purpose 

of deciding a common I)Olicy toward the A,--nericans and planning a joint 

raid into favaho territory. 23 

The territorial distribution of the Chiricahua b nds from 1700 

to 1'.360 is depicted on Map 1, being based on the ethnographic and his

torical evidence presented above. 

cit., p. 
1\p che. 
b1mds of 

21rbid., pp. 7~, 106, and 125; and C~ler, 2£• cit., pp. 2-.3. 

2?Cpl"'r, rn ci· t ....,p 1 .3 v :=:..:. • __ 1 • ' !' • - • 

23Tevis, .QE, cit., rp.116, 13,3-142, and 165-16 • S?ice , 2!2.· 
256, i entifies th~ Coyotero a the \Jhi te M unt in 3.nd Cibecu 
The "Cop er Mine" and ".fimbres" t\.pach ar und ubtedly the tw 
the 11arm. , ring tribb. 
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The Harm S-::iring 1\p'lch& ribP ---

'.Ihe Eviden o ~ Native TE:stimony. All of the uthor's 

infcrm.Rnt.s t ted e,phatic lly that the narrn Spring we· ea separ te and 

/
~, / n '/ . 

distinct ·tribe who eferred to themselves as cihen· ·da , , eamng 

"red paint people." This n ne originat.0-d wii:.h the fact that he arm 

Spring used as a body paint a red clay obtA.ined frcm small knoll lo-

cated near the headwaters oft.he 1Uamosa River, a western tributary of 

the Rio Grande. Betzinez used the name 11Chihenne 11 as if it applied only 

to the Warm Springs band. 24 The authcr is inclined to accep the sta e

ment of his informants, who all declared that there were no native names 

for the bands of the \•larm Spring tribe. 

The Evidence from Ethnoeraphic Sources. One of Baseha t 1 s 

informants placed the \!arm Spring east from the Pinos Altos to the Flor-

ida Mountains, 11 • thence to Elephant Butt- nd the Rio G ande as r 

as Mesilla. 11 To th2 north, their territory included t.he Ai..bres, San 

1ateo, and Magdale!'la 1ountains and the Black Range. The Florid I1 un

tains and the region about the headwaters of the Uamosa River were en-

erally regarded as having been their majo enters. Mi . r tions ,rer ..:n de 

om th•~ latter cente:c- to the ',!hit w ter .3aldy wh"r f equt;nt contac n 

intermarriage wi.th -1:,he Chiricahua and B0donkoh) oc uc ed. Other mi-

gr tions wore •1'1dE.: to th8 vlcinit:i..es of fi.llcox, S fford, and 'p che s, 

/\.rizona. None o B1.sc~h-".l. t 1s i.n:: . 1ants eave ny s ei:;i.i.c inf::ir1R.tion on 

24Debi.nez with rJye, 212.• ci.J.., pp. '2 nd 9. 
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\farm ,3pring utilization of the ew Mcxic panhandle; nE.ither di(1 he 

authcr 1 s. 25 

Betzinez does not recognize the existence of the Varn 3p ing 

4-pache tribe, but locates two b nds who occupied southwestern _· w Mexico, 

he warm Springs and Mimbreno. He places the former in the Black Range, 

and says that their principal chief be ore 1350 was Baishan, kn wn o 

he ,,rexicans and .Americans as Cuchi11o Negro. 'l.fter his death t P.amos, 

Chihuahua, he was succeeded by Tudeevia, known to the Mexicans and, er

icans as Delgadito. The Mimbreno band liv din the vicinities of Santa 

Ria and Pinos Altos, New Mexico, and were under the leadership f Man

gas Coloradas, whom Betzinez clai. s was never a leader of the ,Tar Springs 

26 band. The latter statement is not entirely true, as will be seen in 

the next chapter. 

Several informants regarded the headwaters of he Alamosa River 

as the ost important center of the Warm Springs b1:rnd. Here, the valleys 

between the Black Range and the San .r1ateo Mountains form our plains ex

tending in the four cardinal directions. For this r ~son, the 1{ar~ 3pring 

I \ I I I called this area ;ti·go•tel , meaning 11four broad plains. 11 

The ~vidence from 1oc entary Sources. The first ~ention of the 

Apache o southweotern Hew Mexico by a Spanish chronicler was in 162 by 

Fray Alonso de Benavides. He called them the" pach de il n and 1 cat d 

them 3or.K t-,vwnty-four miles west of the pueblo of San :.\ntonio de Senecu, 

0r::. 
.:.)See Basehart, 212.• cit., S ction II, p. 4 A.nd Maps 1 and 5. 

26Betzinez with 1ye, 2£• clt., pp. 2, 4, -9, and 43. B tzinc3 
did n0t name Pinos Altos as Mimbreno center, but tlis ppe rs t bt 
on0 f the locations to whi h he eferrcd. 
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whi h as eleven miles south o the pr sen· c-cco :::·c, .kw iexico. Frcm 

thio point-- omewhe e in th_ Magdalena Mountai s--thcir - rite ex c dbd 

ncrth fo mo e tha ne hundred 1d twenty miles ·o t e frc icr c h_ 

· o GrandG P eblos, and beycnd to the torri tory of he /avah0. The e_ Ure 

r ion he vily nopulated with their enci:.unpmc_ ts. 27 The tt-rd u,.__pa bee: 

de Gil 11 i,as used by the Spanish until the cessation O.L their colc ial 

le i Mexico in l~\13. 

Using a "'Cale of the statute miles on a current man cf h.s tats 

of 1ew Mexico, it appears that Benavides or babJ.y meat tha t.h0 t8r ·i

tory o ... the 1t paches de ila, 11 as it. existed in 162, extended n r c 

the Ri Sa. Jose. Jc, eph Antonio Rer.gel reported, in 17.►3:i, t ,at h 

boundary bet.ween the ter- itories of the Navaho and the 11Gila \p ches1t 

was the 'Rio de la Laguna, n &YJ.d that the heart of th latter I s terri tor 

was the nsi-:irra Azul. B lfred Bai~naby Thomas has identifiE-d the II io de 

la La 1.n1a" as the ure e"lt Rio San ose arid the usierra -tzul" s ;, 

,robably the present, Dat.il Mou~ tains. 112 

ln the ext :"ectim1 cf this cha1Jt(:;;r, lt shall bE- sE:en that 

Benavides and Ren el werP nrobably referring to the t.ETri tory .. the 

Bc:don ohe .ipache, o · o the \ ,3.rrri J ing, xcep t. t.o a s·nn.11 dct;rE: '-. r n-

1~ r I s in crm?.nts ,r,, e the cnly ones -rho rer orted hat t-hE \ 

',r'/ 

-<-
1 FredGri c Jr 1. I edge, Gt; .l.'ge; .P. HaJJn .1 , and ga.o:. t - ~l,y -:.d. 

and t.r'l'1S.), Fr-'.,3.Y 1JonsC' de Ben_ vides I Memori 1 of 1634. (. 1 u1;11 rC'uE..: 
The Unlver."i y of' Lfow Mexico Press, 1';145), .. 2 '3.11d ;3. 

') i 
,_ A.lfred Drrn by Thom s ( rMs ln. t r, e<li c r, .o a: .1c 'l or), 

ont ·.crs: f1 Study_of t.hc r ish India:1 r cli y C'f D0n .Jw::i. 1 
7,::,. GcvErnc)r cf 1r-w 1~xic~i 1777-1'7 7 
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ccupi,d ht: Dat.il Mountains. 29 As stated above, the Magdalena Hcuntains 

were in the extreme nort.h astern part. of heir territ.ory. Thoe is no 

evidence in any of the ethnographic or d c entary sources su veyed tha 

t.he \,arm Spring occupied any torri tory further north than these mountains. 

tonio Cordero, in his 1796 discourse on the outhwE:: tern 

pache, named two groups that occupied what is now southwestern .ew ,fox

ico: the 11Gileno 11 and the 11Mimbreiio. 11 The former were located south f 

the headwaters of the Gila River, between the 11Chiricahuist1 to their west 

and the fl}'fi.imbrenon to their east, aH,hough a few of their encamp.t1ents were 

located near the present Janos, Chihuahua. Cordero distinguished between 

two groups of the HMimb eno": (1) the 11up E-r,n who had formerly lived 

closest to Nueva Vizcaya (the present Mexican State of Chihuahua), but 

lived then in the presidios of Janos and Carriu1l; 'illd 2) !;ht.. ,;lcrn.c," 

who lived closest to the Province of I'ueva Mexico, pres ably in t.hc 

Black Range.JO 

These sarne groups were designated in thE- Mexican documents of 

the 1330 1 s as the "Mimbr~no" and "Warm Springs" Apache, apparently refer-

ring to Cordero 1 s 11Gileno 11 nd 11Mimbreno11 re pectively. hey were oft1:m 

29 Opler, 2.J2.• cit., p. 2. 

30
Daniel S. Matson and i.lbcrt H. Shroc er (ed.), 1Ccr E;;ro1 s 

Descri tion o·" the .pache--1796, ,i N w Mexico listorical Review, XXXII, 
no. L~ (Gctober, 1957), pp. 351-353. This is a reproduction of a trans
lation of Cordero 1 s original manuscript, which bears the title 11Year 
17')6-- ates about the Apach uaGion composed in the Year 1796 by Lit.. -
er n·,n·- Colonel Don f.ntonio Cordero at El Paso del Norte by lrder of th.., 
Commandant, General Field rshal Don Pedro de ,fava. 11 It is und in 
vclume of nuscripts entitled Historical Doc onts C ncerning Dura.nr; 
which bs1ongs t:.o t,he coll ction of Licenci do D n Fern nd Rn.mire::; • 
.rhr text has ean c refully ann tated by th-'se edit r. 
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allied. in lds into northern Mexico, but were ncvGr c nsidered on"' 

eoplE-. Until 1837, t.he chief 01 he 1111i,ubrci1011 was Juan Joso Ca.1.'Ja.31 

~unerican obse vers the pache of southwestern 1Jew Mexico in 

~ho 1u501 s refer ed to those inhabiting the region between the Rio randy 
")r and the an Francisco River a 11Copper Mine 'l.paches 11 or 11Gila 11.paches. u..1 

H wever, they were careful to dis ingllish bet.ween group leaders. 

Michael Steck was appoint~d Indian · gent. for the ~·pache inhabit

ing the southern part. 0f the Territcry of New Mexico in 1855. In his 

annual reports, he designated three bands who occupied the region between 

the Rio Grande and the San Francisco iv r. These were: (1) th tt}.fogol

lon,11 located in the l\.lmagre and Mogollon Mountains; (2) 11those of Ma gas 

Coloradas,t1 located in the Pinos A.ltos and Burros Mountains, and as "ar 

south as he Sierras de San Luis and Caballeros; and (3) the ttIYiimbres,n 

located between the Mimbres River and the Rio Grande as far north s the 

3dll Mateo fou~1tains. He argued that these three bands consti e,ut,cd a single 

tribe by virtue of a comm.on territ.ory, language, RDG cu.lture, and the bonds 
. 33 of int rmurriage. It will be sho1-m in the next section of his chapter 

31see Ralph A. Smith, ttA.pache Plunder Trails Southward, 1031-
1'~40, 11 iJew Mexico Historical Review, X..XXVII, lo. 1 ( Ja::mary, 1962), pp. 
21-25. This article is ba ed upon the Mexican d cum nts of the eriod. 
It contains nany facts of Southwestern Apache hi tory th t, c nnot be 
found el ewhore. 

32see John Russell Bartle t, Pers · f Exploraticn 
':l.nd Incidents in Texas, New Mexico, Califo 
Connected · · h the Uni tcd States and Mexican P · rino-
~h ·:E.car." 1 JO 1 c;1 1 2 and ti:; , I (How York: D. nple . 
1554), ; and John Pope, _R_c~n_o~r_t_o=f_E=~XD=--=--;;;...;;.;;,-'-'-·-'--=~;;;_;;;;._:.=.;:;..c..;:......:::..;;..::,__= 
t?a.ci nilr0ad near tho ty-sccond 
fl. l Ri v,r to the Rio Gr hir ty-thi , 
L<E-c tiv .... Docummts, ifo. ;-, XVIII, i,,rt II(' aslli crton: l •• P • 
•• i.chclaon, Din er, 1 ~55), p.19, 
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that the 11M gollon 11 were probably th B&donkohe pache tribe. 

The Bedonk he Apache Tribe:: 

The Evidence from Native Testimony. All o the author's 

informant3 reported t.hat the Bedonkohe were separate · nd d..:.. Jt ~nc., .,_ro. 

the Chiricahua and ~/arm Spring. Two of t.he informan s reported tL. t en 

other, who died du:'::'ing the period t.he author spent. in the field, had been 

of the opinion that the Bedonkohe were a small tribe who had r:1igrated 

from Mexico to '1.r-Lzona, where they established themselves nor heast of 

the Chiricahua. However, tho facts that the Bl3don!rnhe lived in hide

covered tipis and practiced flo d-water .1arrning suggest t,h t their C"l

ture was much closer t.o that of the Warm Spring than it was to th t of 

the Chiricahua. 34 It will be shown in the next chapter that the social 

structure of the Bedonl<:ohe showed a tende11cy toward patrilineal for s, 

while that of the Chiricahua showed one toward mat.rilineal for,ns. If the 

Bedonkohe were originally located in Mexico, it seems that their cul

t.ural patterns should have been more nE,arly like those of the Chiricahua. p, 

The Evidence from Ethnographic S urces. Basehart 1 s infor nt 

repor cd that. the Bedonkohe centers were in the vicinities o the "hite

wat.er Baldy; Maple Peak; Duncan and Safford, 1 iz na; thE- J achuca .1oun-

to. Lns; and t.hr, Ric, J3avlsoe in Sonora. hey were SS?.id to spen part f 

l\nnua1 Re he Sscretnr of t.he Interior fr 
7 1 :Y 1 (.rashingt.on: IL l.P. 1 icholson, 

_lliam '\. lfo printer, 1 ~5u; a:i:id George • Be'.-." 1.n, 
1 '360) , op. 1 n; ? 2)-91 ; 1'17-1':n; and 344-345, re ,_ tivt.ly. 

JL.,s~ Barret (ed.), 212· cit., pp. 20 nd 31; nd lDl 
ci t. • , p • J. ~6 • 
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8Very year at '\pache Pa.:is and t trade oft,en a Gasas Gr ndes, Chih l't ia. 

It is obvious, iven this te0tim ny, that the Bedonk,he liv,.,d with the 

Chiricahua much o' the time. !fowever, B- sehart s ates that -hs · crm 

:Bedonkohe 11 ,as not applied systematically by any of hi inforr1ancs i~o R 

ajor Chi icahua sut-division.35 

Betzinez s9.ys that the Bedcnkohe Here c ncencrai~tod ar c the 

present Clifton, 1\.J'izona.3 6 Cliftcn, Dm1can, and Maple Peak 1.11 lif.; 

Hithin he present Greenlee County, Arizona, ca,t f tho Blue River. it

the s btiraction 01 those locatioc1s reported as ChLicahua c0c:n' '-'rs froc 

those reported for the Bedonkohe, it ap e:1rs that the terri~cry cf the:, 

~atter lay north of the Gila River between th-9 Mcgollcn Mount.9..ins nd thG 

Blue River. 

The Evidence frcm Doc __ entary S01..1.rr:!es. s the Bsdon ohe are not 

rcentioned in any docw:ientary source, i'.:, is n cess9.ry to se rch the uo"u-

rr..encs for a group who occupied the same ter itory. Basehart indicatGs 

that the 11!'.ogollon ~. aches" are such a grcup.37 These rtpachc 'ETe .1.irst 

r.1sntioned by the Mexican chroniclers of the 1 'UO I s s tho E- who occupied 

the Mogollon Mountains. 

not much was knmm about the II ogollon l\.p-chc n until 1 356, hen 

Vernon St. Vrain made a report on his explorations of the Gila Riv~r, io 

35Ba.,shart, 2!2.• :!it., S ction II, p. ,;5 and I1aps 1 nd 5. 

J~etzinez ith 1Jye, 2£• cit., op. 14-15. 

3'/B schart, 2.12_. cit., Sectic,n I, p. 46. 

3} 
JSec Smith, 212.• it., p. 21. 
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rhe territories o the two H rn 0pring bands and cf t B donko "'' 

or "l· gallon," \pache from 1 00 to 1 '357 art.- depic t0d 0n p 2. 

In the above pages of this chapter, h0 author :1as chall gtd 

Cpl er I s and ,i ford I s idc.nti icatlons of the C .iricnhua and r11 Spri 6 

Apache tribes, and has presented documentary e·1idonce 1,hat hey we:."E, t.·:10 

separate t:-ibes rather than one. This ha.s been done, h we--1e-1.·, wi ;:;1-io t 

the reader hav j_ng the benef l of observing Cph,. 1 3 reas ns .1 c:;.~ haviug 

designated the Harm Spring as the 11Eastern Chiricahua band," or Gi ord I s 

for having called the and bands of thG '1 _; a:·:n 

Spring Apache tribe." Bo th positions arE- exa1,ri.ned bcl w and -reighed 

against the evidence pre ent din the above sections of this chapter. 

Opler 1 s basi~ reasons for having call~d the 
{!1>71 I 

/cok anen/, 

Apach, tribe:' 

were as follow: ( 1) there was ':mtual use o e ch o her I s tsr_ i tc:.n ·. ,0, 

(2) they spoke three dialf,cts of the sane language, (3) t ere wer~ gr-a -

similarities in their religious ori,:mtation, •_iythology, and , rial C 7 
-

ture, and (4) social relations between the were inti:nate and neve:;.· h s

,_ .1 43 
L,l e • 

-4.s the reader sh 11 di cove i.n 1 ter chR.pt, rs, ,., le 1 ·1.r- 'l.ents 

can be accounted for by the far,ts th t the Chiric11.bua 1d 119.rm Sn:;.'inC" USl

each o c.hor I s terri orie~, in thci.r annual s bsis '.:.~nc'- cyclt-~, and w 1·0 

bouncl to ether j_n . p,Jli t:l.cal 11.lli·-mce pr ::1erv0u i:.111· i;l1 i er s.rr la, • 

Frequent ont ct buL-·0en h< hree g oups Cpl'-"r desi~m. d as tl 2 Chiricall 

43· r 1 · t 4 ') E- 1 t.r, c ,. £.L•, n, , • 
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ll V ling in tic dr:~ft .. nd r s ti n ... s 

h:i.l ( l -y, t ,.., _ ........ ') hi.rd u ·g1 '.n.: i,.. .. t c ... 

thi ., c; t . .1Jy, i m11y o · ace G .. cl f r by r-h"' fact t, t clo ·._ E: ci 1 ccn-

gr<,u s 1 .'.JS n~d tlH .. T\rssibili tJ 

dissi .. u.] a"' cul t.m al "iat · ,· m, .::,:c1:..,r1t ln ni artl ;:,o cbc · r .,act wi.... L-thc. 

0 L; si~nific'lnt hat ,. lo 1 r-w un, blc tc find 1111' cvid .. nc f 

. . . oli~ical :oynt.hesi.s nl sc8.r-c0l any fcr"JB1 recc:..., ii!:.ic.n c~ tJ1 

!:.r:ib, us such.n M r&ovc.r, he found nv c:vid.,nc:... of _,rgrm.iz d La.du.ship 

at th ... tri al 1,.,vel, ncr any inr; '3.J1CEJS when t.h0 thr•:c2 '1ban;:__~: ':: er 

ccrr ~ct s-:::vernJ i :1~3 in thc.. fo1lcwinG ch n t,r<"', ou tlk c .:, 1s-r st t,,-:. __ n..,s 

or.r.· ctJ.y idcntifLd lJ, him, Hc,r'v<:.:r, his ir ,entral 1.,hLicahun. :J:md 1 

ccnsis '~c.d ct three 1.nnds :'..!1st ,1d cf cnJ. :,_ c 1 band ,_.. s le 1 y .. u 

as ~r .. 

1'b.l·-Lc·thu1. bandn ccn..,ist:, d f two an',.. instf l'J Gl on , r ~h c. ·:h'ch 

noc v a c ion." of chi f chan t,1.., r sh ws t.ha t, n bswrvc "~ ol' l L Cl i --i c hu. 

• -•rr:1 ,-,"l"'rinr, 1nd ~ cl n l.h< -f ~ , 169 t. 1 

~ ric !:.ri t i 1 bu ~! c\m ' 

cf th s s tu y tl t cf cl, s C ti 

1 . . 
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Crplt..:r sugg8sts that thE. pr1·scnce of griculturc ong t e . ar~ 

Snrin.c!, while it w s lmost complct ly lacking among thu 11CE:.n ral" and 

11Southorn 11 Chiri ahua bands, can be cecounted or by the fact. tha the 

.1.or.er h d more sustained contact with tho Spaniards and .iexicans. 47 This 

rgu'llent is not supported by the doc entary evidence, Spanish 11.ilitary 

expeditions in 1745 and 1775 found cultivated, irrigated fields of maize 

long the San Francisco River north of he: present Clifton, 'i.rizona, and 

a~ong the Mimbres Ri.ver /1-g These were apnarently the first Spanish con

tac ts with the Apache of these areas, the Bedonkohe a.""ld TJarm Sprin • 

Thus, it may be assumed that these ·'pache were farfiling before Spanish 

contact. 

Gifford gave no reason for having desiGnated the /46 ?an6n/ and 

In ., , \ nd , '/ 
1 · ae·i ai as bands o the 111,iarm Spring Apache tribe 11 except that his 

, 1a iJl Spring infor:nant rerorted this ,49 The fact that the Chiricahua and 

i;arm Spring have lived together since 1872 :may have led this inf rm 1t to 

be comused as ·o the proper identity of these bands. This 1:1ay also ex-

pl in why Opler' s informants identified the 1, a:rm Sprin as 

band, 

Chiricahua 

Tho auth r hones that he has sufficiently nroven th existenc 

of the r rm 0nring and Beclonkche 'l.p che tri.be 0
·, fo hi, as ur.rn ion Lhat 

they we e separ te nd d"stlnct from the Chiricahun is o.t' vit 1 L1portanc 

throughout, bhe r8m indor of this study. 

4?c le, ....!2.• cit., p. 37?. 

4 ~sr, B~s0l rb, o. cit., Stcticn I, p. 25; and rh mn~, 
B r,h~rt 1s re Pen Lis in 0 r8 t. 

1~) 'i ford, Q!l,_c_., p. I+• m "U 

b r r (' bh 1Li nbr, nr b nrl thr ar 1 :Jriring us 
. 1 ~t')) • 

...I!.. 



CHAPTER II 

ABCRIGINAL SGCIA.L CRG NIZ TION 

As the social organization of the Chiricahua Apache has baen 

fully described in several ethnographic sources, and the social organi

zqtions o the Var,, Spring and Bedonkohe pache were nearly identical to 

it, the author will use that of the Chiricahua as a basis or the follow

ing discussion and swmnarize the details. However, contras sin the 

sccial organizations of these three tribes are noted under the apD 0-

priate headings. 

Structural Units 

The largest structural unit of Chiricahua, warm Spring, or 

Bedonkohe society was the tribe. The nature and co position f his unit 

was discussed in the last chapter. The next largest uni was the band, 

followed by the local group and the extended family. The structure o 

these social units is discussed below under a separate heading ror e ch. 

The Band. s the Chiricahua, 1 arm Spring, and Bedon he pache 

got ,nuch of their subsistence before 11 4 fr m wild pl, n t foods nnd :ne, 

i s i ,10ossible or all o.f tht_; members o any of these trib ~ t liv 

to "thor in th<" s o location. The variabll distribution o" thc.~e 1 n 

ancl :mlrnnl usou ces re".lu· red thnt th 

31 
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tr ctural uni of the tribe, werG held together by loose bonds and 

t n merged into groups of a larger size. 1 

As stated in the last chapter, i:,he l3edonkohe were not organized 

into b nds before the 1340 1 s and merged with the Warm Spring and Chiri

cahua tribes after 1.358. Therefore, he diagncstics on the structll.re of 

the band present d here apply only to the Chiricahua and v,'arm pring 

bands. 

The Chiricahua o 1farm Spring band consisted of the ner.1bers of 

the tribe who lived in an area small enough t permit concerted act2.on 

for mutual defense or offense against an enemy. Its primary function 

was, therefore, military in nature. The band territory was n t well 

defined and was not inviol.atE,. The members of on band visited freely 

within the territory of another band without ca.using fricti n bet, een 

'h 2 G em. It will be shown in the next chapter that the Chiricahua and 

~ar Spring bands o ten gathered wild plant. ocd in each other's t.~rri

tories. 

Opl r claims that uhere was rarely an opportunity when tribal 

unity could be affirmed by a gathering f all of the me,, bt;r.,, of a tribe. 

l\. Chiricahua 1 s or Warn .3pring 1s meaningful social contacts w re by nec

essity limited to members of his 01m b nd. 3 -\s the read r ,..,hall di ov 0 r 

in later chapters o this study, nei her statencnt is enti ly true. It 

may be stated here that the two Warm 0pring band d th Bed n oht ere 

\,ee Morris E. Cplor, "An Cutlint; of Chiricahu'l ,111, h •' cio.l 
Crennlzation,' Social ~nthrop 
~~ean (2nd edi~icn; Chicago: 

• 171>-177. 

2 Ibid. , n. 177 . 

3 ' I ~-, n. 17), 

h me ica l'ribcs, ed. ?rd 
tyofChiCUTOl)rt s, 19?5), 
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united in 1 ~53, f r,ed to eth0r in the am locations, and we E.; under 

the leade shin of Mangas Coloradas. he Warm Spring bands ce sed tc 

functi n as separ te social units a tGr his date, and the Bedonkche 

eased o exist as a separate and distinct tribe. The frequen inter

marria-e between members of different bands and trib,s certainly extended 

he meaning ul contacts of a single Chiricahua or 1larm Spring _pac e be

yond the structural limits of his own band. This fact is discussod in 

greater dee.ail later in this cha- ter. 

The Local Q oup. lJi thin the territory uf each band, there were 

f avori to landmarks·--na tural strongholds and spots where the winter I s 

food supply could be sa.1ely stored. These were used as bases fr m \\"hich 

the Chiricahua, 1Jarm Spring, and Bedonkohe conducted their subsistence 

activities. rhe groups of families who camped at these&land.marks ccnsti

tuted the third smallest social groups of these tribes; they are desig

nated by Cplor as "local roups. 11 

Each local group took its name froJ;J the land, k that served as 

its base.4 Basehart collected information on fifty-four separate Chi i

cahua, Wan pring, and Bedonkohe local groups, some o which consisted 

of the members of more than one tribe. He nrovides thE:ir native n es, 

the translations of these names, their location and tribal or band a fili

ati.cn, and historical not.es relating to each.5 

Ceremoni 1 events, social dances, and the girls' pub rty ri e 

wurEJ fill held at the local r,roup level, though oth r members of h ban 

1•upl€r, HChi ic'lh 1. -1.p ch~ Social Cr6anizaticn," pp. 17)-1.L. 
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or trib mi ,ht b ore en at thes6 events. h::- local gr up was alsc th,., 

p irnary social unit or raiding and warfar-. As will be seen later, it 

was also the unit responsible for the tra ning of young men fc,r partici

pation in thes- ctivitie. 

rhe local group was a highly unstable unit, for, while he 

. amilies that constituted it were usually related through marriage, there 

was no eason for thPm to camp together. They wer0 there sir1ply because 

they con ide ed the locati n a favorable one or wishLd to ally -+:,he:nsslves 

under a local gr up leader who was especially successful at "ding. 

Ebey could leave one local group at any time and ally them elvE:.s wi·h 

another. Food shortages, epide ics, tha death o a local g ou. leader, 
/' 

or factionalism often caused the dissolution of local groups. 0 

The Extended Family. The individual families which consti uted 

he lo ✓al g oup are what Opler calls nextended families.n ong the 

Chiricahua, they were undoubtedly constituted on the basis of atrilocal 

residence. Its .8mbers consisted, then, of the parents, their Jtarried 

sons, their daughters, and the husbands and children f their married 

daughters. ~.s the reader shall discover below, he Bedonl ohc and 1 a -~-;a 

Spring extended families were constituted primarily on the basis o 

patrilocal residence. 

The embers of the extended f nily st in a definite relation-

ship to each ther whlch was cl 1.· .y de.Lined and obligatory. The extend 

, .1i ly was rosnonsible or the e rly training f th child, and te. tc 

hle ranhocd, or her wo nnhood, in 1 ter ye s. It gcvGrn1c: hc1 hG 

1 , 11ChiricnhL1 Ap che ci 1 Lr ,niz ticn, 11 pn. 1~1-1 ~. 
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sh . n · ght er might, ot rrin.rry. Tht- disg ace of o c me ,ib r cf thr . ily 

fel upon all of the c l~hPr members. If c c i"ll6,1ber of the family w s 

1--illed, it was the obligat,ion cf LhG other r118I'l.bG s to ave gc h s or hrr 

death. Deceased members of the family WLre buried by the oth_r r·aaily 

me,nbcr"'. 7 

Kinshin Ter_~i olog;-,,r 

Relati nship among the Chiricahua, Wa Sprig, ad Bedonkchs 

has always been bilateral--1:,hat is, it is reckoned o both the father's 

and the r.10ther 1 s side. The kinshin terms used. in the native dialects cf 

the Chiricahua and 1larm 0pring, and their a-oplications, are shown c he 

following charts and in the following tables. 

A •• 
B. 

T·\BLE 1 * 

CHI RIC !\HU \ ra:JSHIP :E 1~18 
FCR CGLLA.rERAL REIATIVE.:3 

... sinale 
v \ ~ \ I 

, SlClllC 

C. • • • 
V \ / / 

• sicoye 
D. V \ 'I/ I 

, • SlCO 

E. • • • • "lta: 
sid(:' de{ 7 

. . vibe· ze 7 
F. 
G. 

*Tho lett&rs (A,B,C, etc.) refer to the rll tiv s 
on Chart I. Thfs·· tc..r.n and this syst··,,1 o n,rn·us ntL 
thci nplic11ticns w-rc t'l en or:i Cler, ..Jl \na he Lif -
1ay, \p L'ldix, p. 47 /, 

,.., ch St cial rgrmiz ticn, 1 n. 1 3. 
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I\. . . 
B. . . 
C. . . . . 
D. . . 
E. . . . . 
F. . . . . 

•IBLE II a 

~~ARM , PRI G KII ,..HIP TERMJ 
FR CCLLATERAL RELATIVES 

sldel~· G. . . . 
V \ ¥ I H. sico· . . . 
slt~de I. . . . 
ncc5· h.istln J. . 
:Ht,a•? K. . . . 
vi t,. T Sl 9-l -l.J. . . . 

V\ I . 7 . Slffi 

. 81kb 

. si-< .i· 
yw] y/;• b 

VI V'/1 . siza· 
V) '"'" . siyece· 

aThese terms were supplied by the author's oldest 
informant. 

bThis term was usod by the mcther 1 s sister hen 
referring to a male or female ego and was not .self
reciprocal. 

It ls obvious, follc1ing an exa:~ination of these kinship terills, 

that the Kinship systems o the Chiricahua and arm Spring were not 

id ntical. Unfortunately, the author was unable o collect the Bedcn

ohe kinship terms. However, it wlll be raca11-d tha these nache 

'Ilerged vJi th the Chiricahua and 1, arr. Spring after 1 55J. It is ss . E:.d 

that their ldnship system was sitnilar -~o thR-c of either the ·,arr.i S ring 

r Chiricahu a tcr this time. An nalysis o Chiricahua and ; ariil Spring 

1dnshi0 terrr.inologies .1. allows. 

Characteristics Chi ic rhe Chiric 

hu kinship system was ba::isd n a genera.ti n p inciple, \-ith ifurc i n 

of thr: t r'll for he.. n.lati Vt;f of tht.; firs twc ascend· nc; genera ti en"'. 

Foll0 dng Robert J. B0llah, the charac te is tic eatur s f Chiricn.h 3. 

k nshLp Le 11in< log--y Tl'1Y be listed A.S ollor1: 

1) Th ter i h n h nu 1t .q_ r n 1ily, E t thog fr iblin 
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wee not extended to other relatives. 

2) A.11 terms or collateral relatives outside er the nucl& r 

!Tl.ily we,re sel -reciprocal. 

3) All rela ives of ego's generation were term d either sibling 

of the same sex or sibling of the opposite sex. 

4) All other collateral relatives were distinguishc,d by g ner

ation and the sex of the connocti,g relative in a dir&ct line c desccrt, 

without regard for their own, ox. 3 

Clpler says that the terme listed undeT HI 11 were use 1 inter

changeably for am ther 1 s sibling. Either of the terms list&C.. 

was used for a son, though the latter cne was tha r.10re co·TIL1on. 9 

Characteristics of 'vJarm coring Kinship Terminology. 'i'he iiarn 

Spring kinship syste 1 1,.ras &ls based on the gener&-r,ion ri11c2.ple, b t the 

terms ior rel9.tiv s of the first tw ascending generations were bifurcate 

~e ging, except those fer the 1ath0r's ~ather 1 ister w' the _;i.cthlr I s 

ther I s brother. The author I s inf orr:1ants renorted that th rel a ti nshi,, 

betw-en eg and his father's father's sister was the s c as that with 

his father's sister. hu , th·,88 two relatives er6 re err d to by he 

S,'.Ulle terr, • The /has tin/ apoend d t:;o t:;he vOrm fer t:;he moth.sr IS .nether IS 

brot:;her is a si n o res .,ect, rat:;her t:;han rE.l tionship, and ,1ean Hhe -rho 

i old. 11 The characteristlc feat res of 1arm S:iring 1<:·nshiD terri.inology 

can be st:;ated as ollow: 

1 
Robf..rt:; 

Kan1a Prizo Ess~y 
p. 70 and 7?. 

• Br-1.1 h, A_p chv Kinship 
or 1)50 (C mbridge: II 

ystems, Th 1Ia 'Vllrd rl · B1c.. a 
vard University Pr0~u, ,,~2), 

(Jpler, 11Ch.i ic h ::i /\.pn.che Social Crg nizat on, 1 •• 1, . 
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1) rh terms wi hin the nuclear family, except h s fer 

si lings, we e not extendell to other relative-,"'. 

2) 11 terms fr collateral relatives outside o hv nuclear 

fa.;nily, except tha of the mother's sister for nieces and ne hews, were 

%1 -reciprocal. 

3) . 11 reb.ti ves of ego I s genera ti on were ter.:ned either sibling 

o the 1e sex or ibling of the opposite sex. 

L1-) The sarne terms were used in referring to the father I s 

brother and the mother's br ther, and for the fathsr 1 s sister an the 

mother's sister. This is called bifurcate merging ter:ninology. 

5) The father's r:iothor 1 s siblings and the mother's a her 1 s 

siblings wee referred to by the same term, without regard to their sex. 

he father's father's brother and the mother's mother's sister wer als 

referred to by the sa'Ile term. The ter s for the father's a her 1 s sist r 

and the mother's mother's brl.ther were discllss d above. 

6) Gr~ndchildrcn and the children o~ grandparents siblings 

wee referred to either as or V\V/ I 
/sJCO' • 

Extension of Kinship rerms. Both the Chiricahua and , a :u Spring 

extended the terms for siblings to all collateral Glatives f their own 

generation. There was note inological differentiation O.L p rq_llel r 

cross-cousins, nor o.f older or younger siblings. Cpler s tha th-

Chiricahua extended th8 tErms for rel tivos f any CTeneration as s 

ollat~ral relationship would llow them tog •10 The a th r 1 in r-

'1.A.nts reported hat h 1 rm Spring xt nded thE- .f c 1 t ~ l dnshi 

. 1 ·-1 
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1-:inGhip ems nly to the fourth genGration of rel i:,icn['hi;:,. , a 

War,n Sprin co marry no one moro than fo gen0rations ea C 

hi" sel or herself. 

Consangui eal Kinship 3ehavi or 

Parent-Child Relations. The parents were primarily responsible 

for the care o their children, tho gh other members of the extended fa_nily 

might help. The discinline of the child rested firnly in tho hands of 

the pa.ents, who uere the sole agents of physical disciplin,. Cpler sa s 

that. Chiricahua parents rarely resorted to corporal p · sh:, ent except when 

it was deemed abs lutely necessa-y. The mother us lly reliE-d pen ht.

folk beliefs of the tribe concerning evil omens or riythological c eatures 

to keep the child in line. Geronimo indicated that the Sa! e method of 

discipline was employed by the Bedon..~ohe.11 

The author's informants reported that the ' arm Sp:::ing sed both 

ridicule and corpor 1 punism-1ent to discipline children. y d in 

he local gro aught ridic le a child, whether relative r nee-, thct1g 

only the paren ~s had the right to use physical p ish-n.en t. l ·h n a chil -

was living with his :naternal gr ndparonts--1'arfll Spring children visi tc 

the r paternal grandparents, but did not liv\_; with th(:;; --his r dpa -nts 

w ld send for the < h0r if the c ild misbehaved. 

Chir cahua boys wcr_ gradually drawn away rom thb n cl·ar 

HMilies thro gh their training for warfurl.. and raiding by the lo al g~ 

lu der, d whon they rnarried, they shifted th·ir re idon L' t th ir 

, ive 1s caripn. u t.er his m rriago, tho Chi icahun m1n oft n visi ed his 

11cnle>r, 11Chfric<th A he 'kci l r a i~· ticn, 11 l. 1 1-19?; nd Bnr t , (, d.), c, • cit,., p • 1 J nnd , J. 



parents and could be called on by them or aid. In the vent cf dive, Cl

or th~ death of his wife, the man could alw ys return to his paren s' 
1 camu. 

The author's informants indicated that Warm Spring boys were 

sually trained for warf4re and raiding by their ~others' brothers, whil 

their fathers, father's brothers, or either grand ather were responsible 

£'or their training i.n hunting. 1ilhen a v: ar Spring ,:1n.n "l.B.rrisd, he t.cd: 

residence in his wife I s ca.1m until the first child was born, hem returned 

with his family to that of his parents. Therefore,' arm Spring men sp nt 

most of t.heir lives in clos contact with t.heir parents, while -he wc:nen 

left their extended families and local groups to take residenc'-' with those 

of their husbands. 

by t.he Bedonkohe. 13 

eronimo indicated that the same customs were observed 

Grandparent-Grandchild Relations. Chiricah a, 1·'arm Spring, and 

Bedon ohe grandparents t.ook as much active int.erest in their randchildrcn 

as pos ibls. As Chiricalma children lived in matrilocal extended ~ n.i

lies, t.heir cont.acts were stronger with their maternal grandp rents than 

with their- paternal ones, thought.he grandparent.-grandc ild relaticns 

were no di ferent in the case of the la t.ter. 14 

1h author's infornants report. d that, thcugh r1;sidt..nCG s 

u ually patrilocal . on thG \farm tlpring, chlld.ren lived wi t.h thdr 

m ternal grandparents after they were proxi ately t.wo e rs o ar, 

12'3oll h, o • ci _., n. 72. Bellah drew his i "r"lnthn on 
Chi iuahua social o ganiz tlon f om s0ve al sou ces by Coler. 

PP. 37 and 3 >. 
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but did a lot of visiting between their QOthc 1 s exten ed fa'llily and 

their f.qther 1 s, hu, their contacts wich t,heir patGrnal grandoarE:-nts 

and their matEcrnal randparents wore a·oout equal. eroni.o did o indi-

cate which g ndparents t,he Bedonkohe child li vod 1, i th, tl ough it is 

asst ned that these were the paternal ones, A.s the reader shall discover 

blow, che Bed.onkohe appear to have had much closer relatic,ns with heir 

paternal relatives than their mat rnal ones. 

The behavior of the grandparents toward their grandchildr~n was 

one of indulgence and great affection, Uthough t e relations betweE..n 

these relatives were friendly and relaxed, there is no evidence of a 

j ing relationship be tween them. When the grandchildren were gro'l-m, 

they were expected t provide for their grandparent • 'i'hey c uld inherit 

eremonial powe.c and knowled 6e from their grandparents as well as their 

parents, but nothing else was inherited from either by the Chiricahua. 15 

I will be shown in the next chapter that Warl'Jl Spring children inh rited 

agricultural land from t.hei parents or grandparents. 

Sibling and Cousin Relations. Behavior be ween siblings and 

cousins of the opoosite sex was reserved and respectful. ThesG rt la ives 

were or bidden from each oth, 1 s conpany ai'ter hey reached dcl scc,nce. 

oking of a sex al nature was also _orbidden. Un 0f th a thcr 1s in-

1· rmants st.atcd that jokin of a sexual nature was lsc .!.CrbiddEn a.;:icng 

'farm Spring eiblines and counins o the same. sux. Incest · et ecn .. 1. -

lin s and cousins o the opposite sex w s equat. d wi t,h i her .l. and 

sill is nrnon1 the Fort 3il.L Apach. For erly, sue p rscns rn d 

15 Be11nh, £.!l.• ~., p, 73. 
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·voidanc0 on r 0u8st was practiced by ccusins af e oppc;sj t 

oex, b c never by actual sibllngs. Cousins wh avoided eacl o or ,~~re 

obligated ogive ea other whatever wn.s asked for. 

he r,lat.i.on b tween sibling and :::o sins of the same sex was 

strongly solida y and fam.:Lliar. 'i' ose relative'"' were each er 1 s ccn-

fidan ... s, companic s, and defenders. If a person we~c ntrr'de:-ed O:' off&nd"'d 

by insuJ. t, his sibling c;: the same sex would .lik ly de and r6 aliat~,m. 

0i& crs sha ed many ev ryda.y tasks, while brothers were freque ly cc..1-

panions on the raid and 16 arpa h. 

One of the author's informants reported that ld r children 

among he Farm Spring were obligated to care for their younger siblings 

when the parents were away from hom. 

It I s mostly the girls who ca.re for their younger br the rs ar d sisters, 
but, if thoy don't have an older sis er, an older brother has tc de 
that. I knew that I did that at Fort Sill. I was the cld s~ an 
cften I had o care for ·ny younger brothers and sis ers--dc the cook
ing, he washing, change their diapers, and ix th ir nettles. • .. 11 
cf he time these older kids are taking care of tle young8r ones, 
i:;hey1re pic 1dng up as they're going along rom still lder o s. 

This informan sated D sitively that this practic OJ. leaving 

the care of the young children o their older siblings W'iS designed to 

make siblings depend9nt upcn each othvr. 

PA.rent's Sibli g-Sibling's Child REclation • Aracng h1:, C lri-

cahu4, o jcving pat erns o specinlizcd obligations uere observed by 

ego 1.n::i hi pa 6nts 1 .,iblings, hough eco c'1'J.ic essiE' wee in ChE.. til-:ie 

c nned or in thfl ivinr, cf re, c,J.c ie9 was expec ect. 1'7 he '1. th, r 1 

16 B 1.lnh, f..~• £1_., pp. 73 7 4. 

17
Ibid., • 75. 
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in or ant r port,ed that economic assistance was exu&cted 01 these;, 

rel ives arnong the \✓ arm Sprine, and t,he girl's aunts and clcs uere 

usu-:1.lly the ones who sponso ed her pu erty rite. However, ego was or

bidden fr m joking in a risqu manner wit,h his oarent,s' siblings. T &re 

W6re also specialized obligations bet,we n the mother's brother, the 

mother's rnot,her 1 s brother, and a male ego. 

iUthough "'vfarn1 Spring boys might be trained for -rarfare and raid

ing by either the father's brother or the mother's brother, it was us lly 

the la er who fulfilled t.his responsi ility. Te mother's mothzr 1 s 

brother trained his great nephew if the mot.h~r's brother were deceased. 

his custom was in keeping with the parents' delegation of the responsibi

lit,y for t,he care and training of children to older siblings and g_md

-oarents. In effect, v,arn Spring males were driven towards independ nee 

from their extended families, who denended upon them 1hen they r ach6d 

adulthood, .fter t.he boy had been on four raids as m1 pprentice i1d w s 

accs 11ted as a full-fledged warrior, he frequently went, on raids or tbc 

-rarna h with his mother I s brother. 'The two were expec t,cd tc defend each 

ether in times 0.1 danger and were close companions at 11 t· 11J.e~. G-:Tcni11c 

indic1.ted that, B..:!donkche boys we , trained for w, rf rE:. and r iding by 

their fathers. 1S 

ThP au t.hor I o in o ;1an s ronorted th t,, ng he Chir·~ah a 

1 r ar '1 SDrine, ths oar en t.s I sibl i.ngs were omec t.cd to b c mo the foster 

rJ r0n .Jo ht:.ir nioc, s i:md nc.· hE ,s who were ci hrr er haned r 'lban en d, 

1r:rc.nir10 r"nur cd th· t 116 eldest son ass d h ca u o his nth ran 

1 : 
8 rrr ( r.), .Q._, cit., n. 1). 
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s i_ blin 6s a tt;r the r - ther I s de th. 19 11.pnaren t.ly, Bcdonkohc childr•-n h d 

much loser con' act with their paren'-s throurrhout life than did the ', ar_'l 

Spring, as all of Geronimo's statements indicate. 

he author's informants stated that tho child's cradle and thE: 

'"'.larried m. n I s _ irst dwelling · 10ng the !arm Spring were constructed by 

the father's sister. 

The Treatment pf Deceased Relatives. As stated abc,ve, it was 

them mbers of the extended family who were responsible fr the burial 

or th .ir de ✓ eased membe s. Among the Chiric hua, \, arm. Spring, and 

Bedc,n1rnhe, the personal property c.f the deceased w s b ned er othcrv ise 

dest eyed, and all of his stoc_. we e .illed. W::1rriors were buried wi t,h 

their wea-oons and .,_avorite horses. 20 

Cne of the author's imorm.ants reported t.hat--

:'l.mong the Chiricahua and !Jarm. Spring • • • ·when people class died, 
like a ather, brother, or uncle, they shot off a lot of ammunition. 
They didn't shoot at anything, just fired here and there in the air. 
They did that because they thought he [the relative] would have 
nreferred to die in battle. Thoy never did this with a bcw nd 

. rows; just ,rlt,h f,U.IlS. 

/\.._1~icng al 1 three tribes mentioned ab ve, i was taboo tc sp aJr 

the name oi:' a deceased relative. Since the aboriginal system of n ing 

caused an individual -o have a name that also signified a plant, ani ,al, 

or historic event in which he had participated, any oart of his na.rn \ hie 

wn.s used in E.Ver y-day spe8ch was replaced by a syncnyr:1 un cil the 1emo y c 

the deceased relative w~s long for otten. 21 

19sarro tt (ed. ) , c • c-L " • , p. 37 . 

~o 
ur)ler, 'In \nnchc~ Lif\:--fa.y, pn. 47~'-/.{/5; an Burr t'- (·d.), 

£_2. cit., p. 3 • 

21 h"u infcran."Lon wi s gLVLn by th cutl 1 s infC'r 1·1.nt~. 
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The uthor's -'rucrrOAnts por tcd th t, mos c the i::.ourning was 

done by -'-ho wo. en. The 'Uourning r,er:i_od las tocl "roT1 six i1ontho to ti, 0 

ye r , during which the mo ne _ s wore old clothing. A. t, the t,nd c he 

me. n.· ng period, the old clothing was burned. Ft;malt ,nou,:ners whc were 

closely related t · he deceased cut their hair extremc,ly short as a sign 

c their rief. It is understandabl, that the close ·ela icns bet1eE.n 

collateral relal;i ves caused considerabL sadness 1-hen one f th.e:11 e:icd 

or ,Jas killed . 

Marriage 

\s tated above, a Chiricahua was orbidden fr m ma_riage with 

any collateral relative, nc 1 atter hew far re'lloved. via , Spring w re 

f rbidden from marriage wii;h any collateral relative within four genera

tions of relationship. Te girl's par nts had the decisive voice as to 

-Thom she should marry. As the boy I s parents supplied he wedding gifts 

---always horses--they had con ide_ a.ble in 1 hi_ence in his choice. 1. go-

betwE-en handl ·-d the a.rrang0,ment between the tw families. rhis was 

rarely a relative of the p:".'ospect,ive grco, since his ccllate al rela-

tives contributed to the brid rice. · lthcu 0 h Uoler 1 s infor::1ants s-c.at d 

that thore was no bride price , non· the Chiricahua, since the prcst'.l· c · iv1c.. 

_,rc,o'"'l si .1ply offered gi ~1;s hi h, if acce ted, signified hi acceotancc 

by the girl I s parEmr,s, Tevis m es it very clear that the girl I s fathLr 
')" 

stated the n be of horses he -10uld accept for h .r. ,.._,::., . lP author I s 

infcrms.nt renort. 0 d tho c ,10 ractic among l;h \l rin,. 

22sfe GnLr, ,11 •\n chc LlfE-·Jay, l• 162; and Ttvis, SJ?., £...J.., 
. 1 ;- L Jr rc:,ni 'IC (}h~~rc. t t (ed.), 2.12.. cit., p. 3 ; ) t t d r sit _v 1 , 

'"h;:i,r, a br · de prLct.: was obs "'rvLd by thL B, donl· chl • 



\s st tEd ,".bcve, Chir·ic huA. rnen took resiclence w.i.th h6ir wive:;s 1 

extended familtes after ,n ri ge, while the 11arn1 ,Sprig .nan livc:d in the 

vic 1_nity of his wifE·'s extended amily only until the ir t child was 

born, then returned with his family to hls extended family's c13..1p, The 

Bedcnkc:,h, as stated earlic, apparently took rc:sidence a t1.:;r marriag0 

with the husband's extended family. 

ffinial Kinship Behavicr 

Immediately after. arriage, Chiricahua, Varm Spring, or 

Bedcnkche man was obl-i_gat"d , id his affinal relatives, especially his 

pa ·0 nts-in-la-1,, in all 1
: _JS possible. This is rsllccted by th~ affinal 

kinship tcrrri.inc,logy. Chiricahua and Warw. .3pring men and woi,en re,ferred 

to t,heir "l..ffinE'.s as "one fer who I carry burdens, 11 g_nd were e -•rred tc 
..... ,,., 

by their ~ .ines as Hone: who ca.rries burdens or :-i,e. "~-) The ,;ar., 0~ring 

extended th8se terir,s tc, their spcur,-3,_ and t. e spouses 

relat.ives. rte bur-C::.er_ re erred to w s g .1s a.nJ.onb thE. C~1iric.e:,h a, and 

g, , e and agricul tu.:.~al pre duct ai11ung the 1-!a m S-oring. Each :na ried '-1.lan 

mong the Chiricnhun and 11r.m:n pring had to prcvide for at least fcur 

couplE.s: (1) hirnsel and his wife, (2) his parcn_,s-in-law, (3) his 

' ( ) ;L, naternnl g:. and~a~~ents, and. 4 hi, r.13.terne_l i;:~ nc_parcn:::. • - • 

Chi. ica.hu'l .1..nd 1 ar'D Spring ;nen we c oblig ted ..,c vcid th ir 

wivE"s 1 r.rcnts and both gr- cl1110thers. t\11 cf their iives 1 cnllatGral 

rele.Uves migh~ be ,wc.,ided on rE.:quest. Chiricahua A11d 1•1ari:1 Srring .; uk.n 

re e expected to 0 hm l. nal n: spec t fer their r c t,hor-in-law 1 s siblings 

-----------------·----------------------------

·.vcrr:: made by tb ~ -the. 1 s inf c .m 



and pq_ ents' siblings, as well as t.hE:ir father-in-la.r's siblinP,;- and 

parents• uiblings. hey did not avoid or show rmal respect for h~·r 

· · l 25 parents-in-law o the pa ents of their parenr.s-in-. a1,1. 

1Ion among both tribes might marry s many worrien ( s they co 

aff rd, and their plural wives were oft n sisters. Glfford says that 

the post-mortem sororate was obligatory a~ong both tribes if the wid wer 1 s 

parent -in-law so ordained it. Among the Warm Spring, a widower :night 

f rfeit a horse for a breach of the post-morten scrorate. Chiricahua 

·widowers might marry w:L thin a few non ths of their wives I death with t,he 

permission o their parents-in-law, tlw'lgh widows and widowers wer ex

pected to wait one to two years before remarriage a.n ng thb Chiricah. a 

and Warm Spring. If the deceased wine had no close _elatives o': arriage

able age, the widower did as he pleased. 

The post-mortem levirate was also required, and Chiricahua and 

Harm 0pring women who ,vaded it were punished as adulteresses by having 

their nas 1 eptums amputat13d. Among tha 1
• 1arn Spring, tho offender was 

sometimes killed instead, wh.i.le Chiricahua ff(;nders and their new hus

bands might have i:,o pay horses and other property to the woman's form r 

parencs-in-law for a breach of the levirate. 1•1arm S ring men occa ion-

ally married thei brother-in-law's daughter er their moth r's brother's 

widow, while this was the rule aJnong the 

Chiricahua. 26 

I // \ / // ka1· hcne 

25see Bellah, 9.12.. cit., pp. 76-77. 

26Gi ford, 21?.· cit., pp. 67 and 164. 

b nd o~ th 
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i~dul tery and Divorce 

'1.dulterous wiv0s amo g the War.n GprL g we re >Junishf d by either 

dlling them or cutting off their nasal septuns--a do casio -"l.lly th1,; 

a.rs too. The inj ur·ed husband among the Chirieahua was required tc· g1;: t 

his fath'-"r-in-·laws I s approval through a gc-b€tween bofor h punished his 

v.rife. HowE-v£r, his parents-in-law might ask hi to ta.ke paymcmt for the 

offE.nse instead. The wife I s lover was always killed amo g the Chirica

hua, while the injured husbe,__'1d among the Warm SprL g might seize or 

d t h . f 1 1 1 t · t d 
27 es·roy is wi. es ove.r s prope.r y ins·ea. 

l'i.lthough Gifford's informants reyiorted that sterilit;:,r was a 

cuuso for divcrce arnong both the Chiricahua and Warm Spring, 0no of the 

author's informants stated that this was not always thE- Cl:'..se among the 

latter. A ma.11 whose wife was unable to bear him children mi.ght take 

Me.xi.can children captive on a raid and he and his wife would th n raise 

these children as th6ir own. ,dultE:ry was always a cau,% for divorct, as 

was idleness on th- part f the husband or wife. Ame g both tribes, di

vorce was accomplished by ohysical separation. !he children wer~ left 

in tht. custody of t,hE-; mother, who let the fathET kee them after sh rc.-

i d 28 marr e • 

Maturation 

ThE: 12s sen tial featurss of the girl I s puberty rite c:unon the 

Chir cahiJa A .. nd :3 _ n S-oring, as re or ted by th:') author 1 s inf rm.a11ts, ,1 re 

as fc,l ow. Tc bt.;; cligibl for p rticipati 11 in chis ~cnmo y, a girl :1 ~ t, 
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hA.ve p sst:.,d her first nse and be st.ill chRstE.. I she werEo no a 

virgin, no ceremony of this type could be performed. rhose wOI11en who 

pa ticipat,ed in the girl's puberty rite were t,hose who had the highsr--t, 

status in the tribe and, therefore, brought a hlgher bride price. 

The ceremony las·':,ed for four days, in which the girl, er gi ls, 

o the extended fa;nily for whom the rite was held lived in a conical 

brush dwelling set apart, _ rom the rest of.' the car p. Their e ah, cousi.ns 

who had already participated in th pub 1.~ty rite ,flight live ~hGre with 

them and ass:tst thern in the observance of their duties. During the day, 

t.he girl ,vas required to run four times around a post set upright in the 

ground one hundred paces in front of the doer o the dwelling. he 

dweJ.ling faced on the east, and t.he course was between the doer of th8 

dwellin 6 and the post. t basket of fruit waP laced on top 01 th- p st 

on the fourth day, and WlS distributed to the young children o the 

extended family on the conclusion f the rit,e. 

Gn e;:,_ch of the four nights of the cc emcny, the girl and her 

companions participated in thP- ri Gu.al Fire Dance, or "dance of the 

Mountain Spirits. 1129 hey danced with short, quick Geps, in time to 

the beat " the sha..'Ilan I s d. wn, between the fou 11asi:: d dancers nd th 

clow-11. Their participation int.his, them st sacred of r\pach rituals, 

se vod o insu_e them of stable mar i ges, healthy children, uccessful 

childbirth, and their acceotance by Ghe entire local group as rrn.ving 

attained thE.: full t.atus of w manhood. 

29Fo a ull d0 criptlon o this d nc1e, see Mcrris Edw rd 
Cplor, "~fountain piri ts of the Chiric hu1. ,\_p che," rhe Ma rkcy, X.X., 
;JO.!+ (July, 1946), pp. 125-131. 



The training of boys in war are a· raidi g b gan be::'orb he.; 

ge of puberty--about the age of ine or ton--a d incl udl:d early laorni g 

sweat bn hs, bahs i c ld water, and tests of physical end ance. 

fter the boy had reac.ed thG age of fif• en or sixteen, ll: went, 011 our 

raids as an apprentice. He was not allowed o pa ticlpa v in t.10 fighv

ing or seizure of stock and other property, but was required t ga her 

firewood for he warriors, end their horsos, clean their rifles, or 

any other menial tasks they asked of hi. • _ · ter havi.ng gone on ,..our 

raids, th0 boy was accepted as a full fledged warrior. Cne of the 

author I s informants reported that the 1,, arm Spring re.L errc;d t t s beys 

I \ \ J..
1 I . "Y h b 1! as nesin i· , meaning ou ave ecome a man --

But that isn't eno h. You've got to say why. So they tell hi, 
\ ~ 11 \. I ' , I / 11 n .sin"i· dikaye· oaya· •11 That means, 11You have becor.1e a man, 

You have completed all of your training. 11 He is eligible to gc to 
war then, toge married and raise a .family, a cl to taKe all of the 
responsibilities a ~an has. 



CH '\.P rER II I 

EC ·NGMIC AND PCLITIC L CJRGA. IZA'rIC N 

BEF RE 1~60 

s~as nal Group Mcvemen s 

Certain food rosc,tlI'Cbs, medicinal pl;:i.nts, and wild tobacco ,.. e_ e 

clt,her scarce er totally lacVing in he f0rmsr territcries of the Chlri

cahua, Warm S ring, and B2donkohe. Thss2 deficiencie wee met thre:u.gh 

the mutual use o-" cer ain tribal and band terri torit.is, as is shown by the 

evidence of seasonal group '!lovements. 

The winter camps of the Chiricahua were ccnc0ntrated in ths 

Huachuca and Chi ic hua Mountains and the Sierra Madres. Smal_ grou:::-,0 or 

alliEd amilies would migrate to the agave grounds in thE- S;) ing. · ter 

the harvest, som groups migrated to thb Chiricahua, •\nimas, r Florida 

Mountains; others pent tho swmner in the U agr'-' and 1 gcllon ,[ untains 

in Bed nkohe territory. All of the grcups began to return tc th wint&r 

ba es in early f 11, harvesting ac rns and other indigencu stapl s E.n 

route. 

I3asehart say th t somE' rar.:n Spring gr u s--

• api-;ear to have reamed in the spring rof'l north rn 1'" s s J..c, thL 
Chi i,ahua cuntain a e ·o gather mesc, 1 [\gave rnrryii, et. 'l.l.) 
and Yucca Glat.a, l.Lt,alics min.} whLl oth<c..rs illOVt.d int . th lo 011 n 
er Burros ount1.inr. Jc rncys int,c Mcxicc ·night, als be 1 de 'l 
.but thi. timE.. FcT the most, pat, ,,uinc, 1.nd n8ll n.r-,s shi1.'1., d 

t.hrc,u hout the, G' lri wl ldernCJSS, with huntin an r;11th in1, t,lh 1 j, -r-

5.3 



OCCllpRti .. on. Some g OllpS, it was 
Ch ricahua Mountain area at this 
fruit f Yucca baccata J.1 

id, r gula ly returned tc, the 
ine in crder to callee~ datil (the 

Woodwo th Clum remarks that, the Mimbreno band o the Warm Spring 

m de annt.1Rl su.mmer migrations from Janos, Chihuahua, to Santa Rita, I~ew 

') 

Mexico.~ It i~ presumed that these migrations were not for the ~urpose 

of trade with the Mexicans alone. i\s seen in the irst chapter, t.he 

Bedonkohe frequently camped with the Chiricahua at Apache Pass, in the 

Huachuca Mountains, and along the Rio Bavispe. They were, therefore, 

able to draw on food resources outside of their own territory. 

In the following discussions of the subsistence patterns o 

these tribes, no attention will be given to gathering, fishing, or ra:Ld

ing methods. Hunting i:i.nd farming methods, how8ver, shall be discussed 

in detail, as they provide a necessary background by which to analyze 

changes in male roles. 

The gathering of wild plant foods held first plac0 mcnc the 

subsistence activities of th& Chiricahua, Warm Spring, and F,edcnkohe, and 

ms primarily a l.emale pursuit. However, whole families were involved in 

the harve ting of ace nc, rinon nut.s, and agave. The men al o accompanied 

1Basehart, .QQ.• clt., Section II, pp. 101-103. BotL agave and 
peyote (L<?.12..hophora williamsii) are known as n escal". T prevent y 
po sible confusion, the author has avoided the use of the latter wcrd 
except in quotes. 

21,roodworth Clum, pache l.gent: he Stcry f J hn )• Cl ~1 

( C s11bridgA: The Ri versidr Pre. ss for H ugh ton Mifflin Com any, Bes ten, 
1936), p. 19. Th' bicgraphy ls ba ed on th lder Clur-i1 d' a .. it . 
T~vis, 212.· cit., p. 33, r ported that this band ./1.;;re hunr,i_ng long th 
:an F'rancisc River in the f 11 o 1 '356. 
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the women on long gathering expeditions when they wer( ncedeli to provi e 

prot9ction nd help with some of the heavier work.3 

Agave was the most important indigenous staple-;, and was gathered 

in the spring. Basehart claims that some groups made extended journeys 

to secure this plant, but it is difficult to see why. It was found in 

the territories of all three tribes and of the bands of the Chiricahua 

and Warm Spring. Even local groups would not have had to trE>,vel far ::,o 

find it. Yet, Basehart found that some Warm Spring grouos gathered agave 

in the foothills of the Chiricahua Mountains. They may have be~n visit

ing affinal relatives acquired through intermarriage at the time, or this 

may have been an especially productive food area ~utually exploi ed by 

the Chiricahua, Warm Spring, and Bedonkohf:3. o matter where agave was 

gathered, the collecting party would spend several weeks at the site of 

the harvest. Cne of Basehart 1 s informants reported that every famil 

attempted to gather forty to sixty crowns e<i.ch ye r. 

'\corns contributed about as much as agave to the subsistence of 

these tribes. The collecttng parties would spend a period of a month or 

more evBry fall in temporary camps near the oak groves. It is net likely 

that they were able to acquire en0Qgh acorus at any one sit- t satisfy 

thdr naeds, as Basehart's informant.s indicated that Each family would 

cc,11EcG about five hundred pounds when possible. Pres ably, th"y ex

h11us t;ed one grove then moved on to another until their needs ~..rer1.; satis-

ied. 1,lalnuts were ordinarily collected during the course.. c ., 0 corn 

gathering expedit ons. 

3Bas,hart, 22• cit., Secti n II, • ,3. 
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Mesouite beans and r,inon nut,s, the n xt most impor ant wi ,d plant 

staples, were gathered in late su'.IDTler. These r sources were apparE-n ly 

lacking in r..he t--rritories of the three nor!;hern bands of the Chiricahu.,:1 

ar.d !;he Mimbreno band of the \ arm ..:ipring. H is probable that the f cI·r.ier 

bands obtained Ghcir supply of mesquite beans on the southern slcpLS e,; 

the \nimas and .11.lmagre Mountains. he Mimbreno, who spent ev~ry s er 

trading at Janos, Chihuahua, probably joined the northern bands of thcJ 

Chiricahua ·n the A.nimas Mountains or th /nde·3.%ai/ band northwe.:,::, of 

Casas Grandes, Chihuahua, in the mesquite harvest. 

Pinon nuts we:re obtained only in the 1agdalena, San Mateo, and 

Almagre Mountains and the northern reaches of the Black Range. 4 The 

first two areas and the last lay in the territory of the i:arrn Spring 

;n / \ n /'/ band of the Warm Spring tribe. It will be recalled that the I de·i dai 

band of the Chiricahua made trips to I \ / I . 
ti·go·t 1/ to visit the 1ar~ 

prings band. They ay have done so during the summer of en.ch ye .r, thus 

ensuring their participation in the pi.non harve t with their h sts. he 

J;edonk he, t.hE:' three northern bands of the Chiricahua, and the ·mbreno 

band of the War.n Snri.ng probably acquired their suppli s of -ni:ncn nuts 

in th Umagre Honn Gains, as is shm-m by the evid nee p esE..nted in th. 

ls.st SL-ction. 

Datil and tuna ( tho fruits of the 1;ric cly pr:-:ar cac !;us), though 

less i;1~ortan st ple s than the plants named bovG, were el t t h VL s 

good storA.t:;'- properties. Both were bt i.n.-.d ln th=- fall, 

ing the course o acorn gatherj_ng ex editions. IkwE-ver, it is J.ihly 

---------------
/, ee B seh t, or1. _ci ., S ction II, p • 96-',7 nnd 1 p 4: 1d 

1 r, n J\nache LJ.f0-P~;y:, rn. 356 and 3 0-3 3. 
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th t he northern Chiricahua bands gathered datil and turJ.as in e,h 

~,lorida, •\nilllas, and /l.1ma !'e Mountains before I'L turning to their wint.__r 

bases. 

hos wild plant focds with the best s t.c.rage prope:rti0s were 

unqm,sti o.nably the most ;i_mportant, since the Chiricahuf:3., War;s Sprine, 

and Bedonkohe had to depend upon their stores cf dried meat and plant 

products from late fall until mid-spring. The collection of cactQs fruits 

involved the cooperation of whole families, but probably :,o a les~er ex

tent than in the harvests of agave, ac rns, and pinon nuts. Medicinal 
r. 

plants were c llected in the course of regular foraging expediticns.J 

Wild tobacco was "btained just south of Laguna de Guzman in 

northern Chihuahua. Bartlett and Tevis not that the V.dmbr no uand c n 

he Parm Spring and at least one Chiricahua band made annual migrations 

to this region. Tevis notes that, en one occasion, thP sa11e Chiricahua 

band spent several weeks in a spring camp near Stei.ns Peak in the North

ern Pelcncillo Mountains while the women gath 0 red w:i_ld tobacco. 6 

1 Iunting 

It would ba hard to overestimate the importance of hunting in 

the role behav1or of Cbi icahua, Va.rm Spring, and Bedonkoh men. It was 

an exclusively rri..ale pursuit, nd usually an individual one. The latter 

fact has strong ·mplications, for marrie~ men w~re obliged to provid 

for their narents-in-law as well as th0ir own familie . 

r1arricd or single, had to provide f ,::r ~h8 widows and 

5.r:e° CpJ er ~ v J • ' l.\T)aCh(:) Li.tc-1 ay. n • 355-363. 

11 m-n, wh ther 

ed in thc=;ir · 'P • 

6s tlett, .lJJ.• c:.t_., v l. I, n. J'">J• and Tr:v:is, ~• _j_., 'l, 10 • 



h trn i. ing o boys in hunting and war re WA.S desig ed tc ryreD 1·e the.n 

tc ·neet he,;, d mMds n ntt11ini 
7 

full manhood. As o E of t 1c authcr I s 

i frr'll. t, pt it: 

ThE· worst thi 1g an i\.pache m n cc,ttld dn was to bl l, zy. That ·raini. e 
they had to go thrc 6 b was suprcscd te, be gocd any tin --. It r, '')DTE:d 
the:n for W':lr tirne and pGace both. man had to be buey every day 

ro,n s\mrise t sunset. When they're at peace, 110 rn n should be 
c ught sleeping after the sun has rise- r t .ing nap. } worked 
in the fields or huntE-u. • 

'l'he r feronce to worlr in the fit- lds applied caly tc he 1. r::1 

S··ring a d Be cnkohe, as \Jill be seen in t,he next section of this cha9ter. 

l\.pp:ire t:.7-y, t,ho custom of hunting individually or in s'11.nll grouns c,.L two 

to ten men was sun-.,osed to nak2 t,he hunters indepu1dent o tht;;ir __ a:ni-

lies 1 SllP1)Crt 4.n the engagement of thdr res-c nsioilities. Cne informant 

s'·ated, when as 1<eo. whether a man', wife adE: any preDarA.tions or his 

rPtu:-n from .,he hunt: 

She didn I t nave to prep~.re an.ything for him. 'ometimes they we t 
out d didn't ten their wives hew lo::;g they wohld be go.e. 
Usually they ·,.Jent c1ut just a day, but maybe it would be longer. 

Eowever, it apoears that the '\'ar:n , nring h8ld :1 mcdi.:'ica-ticn cf 

the Fire, Dm1co before every deer hunt. Instead of the usual four-night 

ceromrny, thie - ite lasted only cne and, instead f the usr four 

11hcrn 1-'lu" dancers, there we e only two. It w ,s held at scme dist, 

ht camps j_u A. brw3h c .ci·al wit,h the c.nt :'Jnce t, the east. cld ,rc~n.r1 

,,r- c 1JJ01 s t.o wit.ne:,s it., l'L d ayed for th8ir sons I s 1 CL ss c. ths.. 

ecch 11h0rn -dn don c. 1 s ,h st, bA.ck, ad t,hculdcrs. 'f11L 3h :111 s lf fc :ir 

l"1lc , \ DA.Che LL c -' r-i.y, rm. 74, 163-11 , d 32). 
qu~ho '" infer.nits r n0•t, d thE sn c di~ 02ti c. 



/ 

5, 

scng_,, while th( t1hcrnell' 1 J.s.ncE.rs nd all t.h.::. hun ,,rs wl10 c.wntd cl r ,3.sks 

} 

danc~' t.0 the accc·noani:n nt o his drUt11 •. J 

This is the cnly sou ce be ring any 1, enticn :=-uch R h tin,~ 

cers:-,.nc.ny, choug 1 its occurrenc(. is en ti rely possibl0. As ltlor s, .1s--

rhe Chiricahu<J. ~P che speak of I ani n 1 homes I in the interic.r 01 
mountain where the supcrnatuJ. als k:c;Gp t.he ani aaJ.s. \ hsn ,~a. . .1r ; 

sea ce i is S'3.id that. too .few q,nL als a_ e bE::ing rE..lcas'-'d frc,~ i:.h~ 
,.1ountq,in homes to ro m on the earth's su 1.ace. fhe r-1cuntain J·r;irits, 
and pnrticularly the clowns, are often described as the car~ alrers of 
deEr, antclo e, and mountain sheep.) 

Though deer and an~~lo~o were hunted sporadically th cu~hcut 

the yEar, there were two princioR.l hunting seasons. Ths first W'3.S in ths 

f 11, hen deer, elk, and nountain sheen were sought. The ether , .:·inciple 

hunt.ing sea.son was the snring, when anteJ.o-::ie were hunted c.n h(. ola.:.ns. 10 

Bison were a.:opa ently hunted in the f a.11. Bt-tzin z gi vos a acccun c 

a bison hunting exnsdit,icn in the fall of 1370 tc pcint 6ast cf th_ 

Peccs Rlver in :JEW Mex·co. is th· s expedition wafl ccc1poscd 01. Bedcn,...c1h_, 

and 1 ,arr. Spring, it t11ay be assw11ed that; the fc_,. C:.1 hun ·ed bis en b ere 

1 }SO in t:.his regicn, rather than in thci r own t rri ory •11 

Individual and "'mall-· rc'UD hunting of deer and s.ntclcpe .,ror"' 

:=i.ccom')U ,hed r,ri'nA.ri.ly by th8 use cf decoys. Chiric8.hua and .. a~1 .1 '"prinf 

hunters usc:d game calls 'l.nd 'TI.t1s\.::3, the lat i:;er ccnsis ting l-.1 the s,·im· c_ 

t;hc. o '3.ni0111ls ,Ji th the n tlcrs or prongs le t on. Thi., Bedon oh1..;, c 1 111.. 

~G. n d . t 37 11 I or , QI2.. ~. , p • . • 

10 B1sEh1.rt, on. ci. ., s,cticn It, 1. '). 

1\,e Betzin ,1 with 1'1y, Q, ,it., D'1. 33-35, n fh rEt 
~- c· t., ~. 31. 

l •)' 
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c•t,h, r h,"1.nd, di n -t 1w rn sks, but. crawl d U) t.c t.hEir 0 rry with w eds 

er bushl s held before th€::rn. D1-:-coys wen: not w·cd 1hE.n hunting- elk, c 1..m-

t . 1· 12 ain ions. 

Deer A.nd antelope were also ta}en by t.hG uss o drives. ThC:: 

herd was started past, mount d hunters t di ferent static1ns along the 

c.urse, who tco· up t,he pursuit in relays until the herd wa wcrn by ex

haustion. The \• arm Spring occasionally used dogs in nt:.lcpe dri vcs, tut 

never when hunting deer. 13 

'• i1J turv.-eys w-re hunted on7..y oy the v1ar:r1 Spring and Bcdcn1-ch8. 

Cn"'- 0. the auth0r I s in ormants rerorted that the 1-1ar"1 Spring hunted them 

q_t night, ap'1arently in small groups. Geronimo rc-r:iort.ed that the Bedcn

kche drove turkeys from the banks of strea.-rns ont the plains, whe_e 'he 

wee run down by mounted hunters. The same :nuthod was used t take rab

bits. Cm1er 1 s in·ormants rer"'orted that few Chiricahua ate fowl o any 

VA.riety, but. never tur f;ys. 14 This fact sh~ll be cf great import3.ncc: in 

a later cha ter in ngards to thE fo_j_~ure of the Chiricahu to doot 

:->cult.ry rising as n econornic activity. 

Rodents, such as cottontail rabbits and wo drats, were takn 

ei thcr y Lndi vidual hunters, small grour.is, c in c ::mnunal ives. Jack 

r-Abbits and p t=d ir fogs w -re rarely eaten, b t, -1ere secun·d in tho::; me 

12Cplcr, \n nache Li e-'ay, p • 31/, 3 4, 3?5, an 3~7, and 
13'3.rr tt (E'd.), ru. cit., o. 31. 

13, r-1.<-t·, \n 1p1.che Li. c-Pay, pp. 31 )-320 nn~ 3:...4-.3;i5, and 
(~i 'rd, 2 . f!L•, n'). 7- • 

I'), 3, -3_:,; nd l pl~,,, n 



61 

1ann ~r as ther oden ts .15 Hcwever, rodu1ts and u ks w· re 11sually llw tcd 

by small boys whc w re too ycung to hunt large ga111c. 10 

Large communal surrounds w:re undert ken to sccu e antslcp1:o, 

pecc ric s, and rabbi Ls. A.nto lope surrc unds wer . lE. d by hunt ::nasters, 

hose orfictSs wee not f-j_xed but ap-oarently held only for ths durac.icn c" 

the hunt. Cmly the /
n.:i <\nd1'/ ·-ue i aJ_ band of the Chiricahua hunted peccaries. 

Th other Chiricahu.a bands and the vTar Spring wc·u.ld noi:, eat these ani

mals because they ate snakes. 17 The 'far Spring and Bedonkohe hunt0d 

13 
bison from horseback in large c01mnuL'3.l drives. 

Snakes, coyotes, wolves, wildcats, and turtles were en.on the 

2.ni 'T1· .ls not eaten by the Chiricahu1,, Jar,.1 ,._;:,ring, or Bedonkohe. Bear 

r:ieat was strictly taboo among the Chiricahua L nl' 'arm Sprin , but was 

e ten by the BE.-don~ohe. 19 Britten Davis, wh · Fas ;riilitary supervisor 

fer these t,ribes fron 15'54 thrcugh 1335, gave the fc,llowing as the rea-

s-:.;n fer the taboc on beat meat: 

The f\pache would 1<:ill a cear but w u.ld not touch it after 'killing 
it. 1'h€.y clai'11ed Ghat bear, were the embodied sniri ts o_;:' msn and 
womtn wh:J had committed crimes while in this world _nd we e suffer
inc pW1ishnen t for thern. They could bE, put C;U of their misery but 

15sec Cmlcr, '\.n 1\nachc Lil'e-v'ay, rm • .325-326: and Gif cd, or.. 
cl , , pp . 7- 3. 

16se Coler, 1 n \pachc Lifu- 11ay, p. ~.26; and John C. ~r~i ny, 
i,i.~'c l\racng the, ,\.paches (first trade edition; TucJon: Arizona Silllc ctLs, 
11):'.iL~), p-o. 2?-?,, This book w~s irst 1:mblishLd in 116~ by\. itc21an nd 
Cr 1•1;:i,ny, PubJi she· s, San F'rancL co. 

17.sf,e Gifford, Sill.· cit., p. 7; and Cnllr, ~n \n.9,cr1t. ,ir'1.:·-' "l.:'), 

D'1. 326- 3?7, 

1 ~ ee:; BE>tzinez -Iith 1,Jy., s:12.· i•, 1, 34. 

1Jl3·1rrott (t'd.), .c:.Q., _L., ,. 33; nnd rd, 
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uust not be t0 ched fer fcRr that thF deoartine spirit night enter 
the cdy or the pE.-r sen to ~hinc c.h, ,n. 20 

rovis cpo tod that the Chiric<J.hua wculd nc E:-a bcA.r 'lCat 

bec3.uS6 they b2lieved th t the spirits of dead w rricrs sometimes t rnc..d 

into bears, and argued that this was the r0ason why bt.ars are sc orave. 

hE:,y selde,m att c:ked bears unless the latter were tho 
, 1 

ggressors. D vis 

and revis are probably both rig~1t in the reasons they gj_ve f 0r ~he :.aoc o 

c,n bear mE.a t, as the author I s inf crmants rep rted that the Va Spring 

md Chiricahua both believed that the s Jirits of the departed might be 

embcdied in bears, owls, coyotes, or wolv 0 s. It is odd that the Bedonkohe 

ate bears when their neighb rs had a morbid .L6ar cf thGse ani·::als. For 

this reasc'n, the author ta1":es some reservA.tion in accepting Geronimo's 

statement that the flesh and hides of bears were used by the Bedon ohe. 

I / \ / I Fish were baten cnly by the nde·111da1/ band of the Chiricahi.1.a 

and by the Farm Spring, and wt e taken witb either fish spc s er arrows. 

River ·.ms E-1s and frog legs were nc. t eat- n in aboriginal ti.10s. 22 

griculture 

Cpler I inform nts renorted tlrn.t ncnE of the Chiricahu ex e.., 

/
~I'? I I' I ~he eel.:: nsn; bR.nd d · d any farming, 11nd the 8 did sc on 3. VE- y li i::, d 

20BTitton Davis, The I'ruth /\bout Geronimo, ed •. 1. M. 1.tuaifc, 
orrwo d by Robert M. Utley (2nd orlntinr,; 1Jew ;h,v(n: YalE.. Univtrsity 

Pnss, 1)63), n. 110. · 

l:d.)' 
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23 s al • The Jar ri Sr)ring nd BRdonkohe, c.n th, c hE::r hand, we e ,..ar in"' 

as ear y as 1 '150, ao Ta soen in the first ch9.ptL r. Om. o hE- authcr's 

in orniants reported that agr icL1l' u v was wsll en trenched .1cng th ' ar::i 

Sorin 0 be ore Sp'1n.i.:,h cont,e.ct. 

The 'way ld man G. t, ld it,, thtJY had been grcwing corn long bE.-fcr _ 
that. The- irst cw" thf:1.!.; ::; s.-. .ct ~d it, he so.id, wa:J this r.icdic.:..nc tan. 
1L went away rom the band he was living with for a out h:c yva s; 
he w s just a he.rcr1i t. ae had this place ',Jay up en a ncuntain '.c r a 
soring with clear ws.ter. He grew corn an3. Lobacco ·..1'J th'3 b in a Dig 
field, aad stored the ccrn he d.idn 1t G _t, in s,...._,e aves. ;fLr h 
had '3. lot saved up and 'was ready to plant a.gain, he ca.,1e bacl.: 2.nd 
told o.11 those pE;Ople tc allow ru :1 un there--he had sc J1:.. thin~ hG 
wanted t,o l:.cw them. They all i, ant UD there, and he shew. d the,.:i his 

crn. Thi:;n he told them he was gcing to r,hcw ther.i ho -1 tc ,et tha 
'lluch corn too. He showed the;n how to di13 these canals, hc,_.r to ~e 
a di ging stick, and plant those s01:;d. Then, when th0se c rs were 

eady to pick, he show d the11 how t,o harvc st thA.t corn -:,.n:!. cut, he 
stalks; and told then hew to dig up the r ·ots each yea_ when they 

. -'- 1 t . - . /D ' ' " d 1
/ G . , th t were' going ..,o p an aga n. is na:rie was I am .. · gi e • . saia 

he was the greA.tost medicinG m n who ever l.ivod in the Varn Spring 
tribe. 

Cne of Cpl€ r I s informants re--:iortod that only six er sev;?n a'llili s 

ut of one hundred in a big "arm p inc - nc8.:n'Jmen-'-might clear and 0lant 

fields; that the fields wer3 located on senarate tracts cf land, anci -lee 

scrnctraes as 19.rge as thirty acres. Cipler says -'-hat it is doubtful that 

encam--:Jnonts of one hundred families 8Xis ted befrrE> 1 372, and thinl•::- that 

this infvr1ant mcit have exa.~f!,8rated the si.,.J of ths fields." 4 

Among the Bedon. he, 11It ',:2r cc"llrnon ;:or many f :nilies t ..11-

tivate land in he s e val le· and sh re the burden 01 orotec i z '·he 

grow-:i.ne crops . r m de,. tru ti( n by the r, ni.es .:i the tribt.., r by de, 

qncl c th~r ·mir'1al s. 11 ht..: r.l lds Wf· us'1elly nc lA. ger th 

? 3c n1 c r, n nache Li fE -1.' y, n. ;,?'?. 



and we e apnnrently wned by th0 f , ilies who ul i va tc:d th .a. 25 

The E.ntire f mily oarticin ted in thb ;;1-nting, c ltivaticri, 

an ha vest , nong the it,arm Spring and B de,nkohe. The mt',n were respcnsi-

ble or cl a ing the fields and di 0 gin[s the irrigation canals. hEm they 

were away on hunts or raids, the work in the ields was left to tht:;ir 

wives nd children. The women were excused from agricultural labors if 

the were pregnant, sic1, or had young children to look after. 

The fields WGre located near spr·ngs, streams, or rivers, and 

wee irrigated by digging a ditch from the source o water to the edge 

of the fj:eld. 1fater was allowed to fl.ow through the ditch until the 

field was soaked, then the ditch was dammed with dirt. 

The planting began in May 11 ••• when 'he eround was so t and 

easy o work. 11 1-fith the harvest coming in the _all, it is obvious that 

the _rowing season coincided with the gathering activities o --he ', ar. 

S9rin" and Bedonkohe. It. is improbable that any peo le would take i:,he 

trr,uble to plant crops · hey have to aband n for long neriods of time. 

The author assumes, there.f re, that extbnded gathering expediticns were 

ei i:,her :1ade by non-agricultural a-nilies, or that they were n r, o as 

long duration as the -vid€·nc seems to sugges . If these exredi ti ens 

ere made: by non-agricultural families, it is obvious that J..he ·· r:J. 

Spring and Bedcnkcho had achieved some degree of speci lization in their 

subsistence ·:-iatterns before these wo c adically ch nge:d thr,u.gh ·\,kri an 

cont11c • 

25Bri.rrc:tt (ed.), .QQ, it., p. 33. Th1..-ri<"l1ts cf ten ,C' 

ngri cul tu.r-1.l la.nd nre di~cussed in the n1-xt sc ti n 0f hLr: c 1. tv·. 
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hera is one other Lndic1.tion o a ecializ9.t~on :n t 

~ctivitic.s of ht- 1,Jdrm Sprinc~. Cne of Cpl,r 1 s infor11anr,s 0nor eQ tl at 

the non--1., ricultural families .ong those A ache obtain d OL16otic pl 

stanles by either shnrecropring r tradine game:-for s plus c ous. 26 Th 

aco ·si ion of these staples through trade nay be an indication that 

farmers spen less time hunting '·han did non-farmers. In ·his even , oc h 

hunter and farmer benefited fror, t.his trade. Betzinez claims that cm---cf 

the Bedonkohe chiefs sto ed dried beef, venison, and :naize in caves, hen 

is ued t.hese supnlies to needy _ mi.lies during th0 winter. 27 This cer

tainly eliminated t.he need for trade ins plus c:ops aracng the Bedon{o ~. 

F.fortunately, there is no way of knowi whether shar0cropr,ing was prac-

ticed by this tribe. 

Maize was the most im ortant crop and one f the m st Laportan 

st ples. One of the author's infor::nants renorted the.t the 1.-.ar,:i Spring--

raised as much corn as they could, and dri. d anu ..,tared it ror 
winter. Corn was the ''!!Ost imp or an:.:. crop in ·winter; it uas tho ,1ain 
thing hey lived on then •••• here was a god reason hy they 
grew more corn than anything else. ~Tow we have he refrigerator and 
deep freeze, but then they didn 1 t. In th t hot clir.iate they lived 
in, on a desert-- d stuff wouldn't k3ep V8ry long in he. cuntai· s 
-Ln that country ei ther--corn is the only crop that would 1:ee . 
.r'umpk:ins and chili they 1·aised too, but tl1 ,y d n I t kl:; · p. Ve e tables 
like that you have to eat right away, but y u can keen corn fr a 
long ti,1e. 

Prcsu ably, this s l:,ate''lf'nt could apr ly to th. cdon 1wha as r 11. 

I is obvious that both th0y an the arm ping gr w far .1crc •ize th~n 

they needed for th·,.:..r subsistence, for i was ed in th 

b 11 d /t \ V \ 'I of rl nr.itive ccrn E:.er c .. e 1.z·,1n1. fho cines giv n by vi 

:?be plf'r, n 1, )RCh Li.fr-. 'W, ry. 37 1 • 

;7 3~ tz no?. wit,h 1y , SJ_. g_.:J.., . 1/H 
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and C.pler canno b impr VE-don by he author, CXC(';t chat hi~· il'°Crvints 

reoorted that the unstraincod. mash was C'3.llGd \ \ I I /tulpae· 

2 ., ;·)" \ '/ o d .substitute nd a medicine or kidney trouble. u . s -c,iz1rnni 

appears in the literature as tiswin, the latter spellin 5 will be sed 

throughout the rmnainder of this study. Cple.c cla:i.m that thE- Chl:-ic -

hua obtained the maize they used in the manu ·act re of i&wi oy tra or 

theft from the Mexicans, Pueblo, or A.~erican settlers. 29 

It is im ortant that the reader see the apparent connGc.j_io 

be ween the consu.rnption of tiswin and what Ernest BeaglehoL calls "cul-

t,ural compensation", for· there is frequent allusion ~o it in the f llow

ing chapters. This term, as used Ly Bea 6lehole--

••• refers to the 0mphasizing of one emotion by a culture, to the 
extent that compensation must be o "fered, either to ins u·e greatsr 
satisfaction fro;a patterned behavior or the satisfaction cf enwtional
impulse d.i.·ives tha.t receive no overt expression in the gen ,ral pat-
terns of culture.JO · 

1'he Chiricahua, ';la m Spring, and Bedon rnhe did net em.phasize any 

emotion to such a degree. Rather, every individual in these societies 

was exoocted to display a stoic p·"'rsonali ty .31 'I'here en,, consequently, 

any emotional-imnulse drives of these Apache that rec~ived n overt ex

pressicn ·xce t, through sa::ne pat terned f or..11 cf cultural com ensati n. 

Cn6 might expect the conditicns of cultural stress t intensify the 

2j 
0ee T8vis, 212.· cit,, p. 124; and Cpler, 1 11 l\.pache L"'- ay, 

p • 369-370. 

290n1er, Im Apache Life- 1:ay, p. 369. 

30trne"t Beagl holt-, 11A Jote on Cultural C01 n nsatlcn, 1' .J,urnPl 
c,f bn,.,r 1al and Jocinl f'sychol cy, X.. II (1·33.3), : • 1?1 • 

.31rhj_L Ls bas d n the s"-s.tl:::'T.LLnts cf the.. :=iutho!' 1 s i if -rm.A.nts. 
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anxi JtiGJ and tf nsicn~ o these !\0ach1c:., t,hus Lnc:t::.:a:::ing the n-E.d f 0:,-

ul tura.J. comnensation. 

Be glohclc says th!:l.t, "if a culture c1oos not have pa't0rn&d forais 

of c , tural compensation, it must con·ain a semi-instiwtionalized sccpe 

which allows the deviant so e place in social life. 1132 Sccial and se.zual 
'? ~ 

dev~_ants were rare in Chiricahua, 1Jarm. Soring, or B d nkohe scci r.,y. ✓J 

It seems certain, then, that tiswin parties provided a ratte:rned form f 

cu.ltural com ensation. 

Before passing on tc the next section, it should b said that 

mai.ze, frij ole bean , .,umpkins, and squash appear tc have b en the only 

crcps raised by the Uarm SrJring 8,nd Bedonkoh before Spanish ccntact. 

Gifford's and the authcr 1 s inform.P.nts agree that watermelons, cant 0 lcpE-, 

chili, pot9.toes, r.:,,.:;as, do@,,stic onions, and tomatoes were introduced by 

the Spaniards, Mexicans, or. Bricans.34 

Subsistence from Raiding 

Cne of Cpler's informants reported that the Chiricahua hun-r,ed 

and ate wild cattle before American contact (l:356). Domestic cattle, 

horGes, mules, and burrcs, acquired thr ugh raidii1g into r1exico, wer0 

alsc oaten. Th(; st len cat·l0 were herded bo0ide ch rivers in Chirica-

hua territory, where hey were allowed to increase and we"' killed as 

they were needed for food.3 5 Tevis reported that the Chiricahua 

33s ce C plcr, 'ill Dac:he Life-'Jay, l) • 71-•,C', ;..47 24')-251, /,15 
;:i,nrl 416; wd B<Jrrrr,t (ed.), 2ll• ci.t., n. 30, 
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p efcrrt::d th,. lesh of n les and hor"'es t that o deer· er a 1t.E..l J • ..J .J 

fhe author's i er ans indicated that 00 an tt 1 n ankcd 

s ccnd nd thi J tc veniscn as :n at s aplus anung t. ( 1 'ar,n .3pring, 3.nd 

.Lcl< Gd that 'Very edible part of the ttl6 was usGd cxc~~ th· mil~. 

Two er the im or.11ants stated that thr- arv1 ,Jpring did 110c cat t e lesh 

o hc,rses, rnu_les, or burros except when game was scarc0. 

Geroni :10 reported that 'he J 0 donkohe dried tbe beef cS: the cat tl 

they ,Lr le nc.. star d it in thE: tLi.dcs cf these anL--nals until it was rn:.eded 

,luring the wintei~. Mulss were not eatc:m by chis tribe, but wert:; killc.d 

if they could not bt:: dispose.d of through trad • It is i nprc .. :mblc ~hat 

horses were eaten either, · or the Be' nkohe are reputed to have raised 

thes animals during the 1 '20 1 s and 1 30 1 s for trade cc the dexicans.') 7 

Cpler I s informants reported that, th ugh raiding was a cc.:1ple tely 

vol.mt· ry activity, those Chiric.qJma :110n who fa.iled to par ·:LcioatE.-- were 

ccnsid5· ed 7 azy. Cne of the·. stt"lted that ncn->Jar ticipa vion could OE- ac

counted for by the .fact that success in raidin was b(,li"vod '0 spoil 

one's luc· in hunting deer. 'his ;1,ay be a furthGr indicaticn cf SDGcial

ization in subsistence activities, fo_ Chiricahua raidLng ~arti s usually 

consis E..d cf from five t.o ten ,aen. Cpl0r id..,ntifi.l,d the War~:1 2p.ci 

as a Chi icahu1. band, th0oe diagnost:i.cr ay ao1ly t.c vhe1.1 as well.:, 

Tht C. me shi ':i 1:,~il E.xchanrro .c._ Prcnt.:rty: 

Land was '3.r) )a ently tho only pr ,"'crty a:llong t,h0 Chiricahu'l, ' ~ ., 

36 Jvi '3, 

• 7 • 8.nd U.3 /\J1C 1, _c_. • 1 

l 
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Sprine, and B, donk0l1c-. that cculd net be dispo::; of by Gift c r· sal • 

Gtcrcni 1c s ges ted the reason __ or th.Ls as f0llcws: 

Th s it wan in thr- bt.-ginning: the \. 1.ch0s and chr-:.ir he ... ss 'ad 
c oated _o the cth(-r by Uss1;;;n hi.t1self. · hen th"'y are tat n re 
th'"ir homLs thby dckcn and clit::.39 

nusen, 11 or 11Yusn, 11 was t.hs: Creator in Chi icah fl, a 3 ring, 

and B donxohe '":lythology. 40 In this sense, Geronimo see1, s tc have; i..;;_0licd 

that these three +ribcs conceived cf a supernatural ocnd oetwe6n t,lL>Ti

selves and the land over which they roamE:d. 1hey could not pat with 

tho land in any way, except by inheritance, wi thc,ut offending 11Us n 11 ?.nd 

thu inviting their own doom through sic.lrness and dLath. 

It is necessary to discuss landed o operty a; ong these three 

tribes in terms of (1) hunting and gathering arr-,as, (2) agriCl~tural land, 

and ( 3) family ca"' psi tes, for a different rule of o ncrship mr:>li d to 

each. 

Hunting and Gathering 1\reas. Each Chiricahua CR'1d DOS essed its 

own hunting and athering areas. T e e were rr 1 -:.uslly E. x-plci t\:;,d oy Jhc. 

four bands of the tribe except whGn any two or more o them wee engaged 

in d 41 eu. Gifford I s 1.i,'arm S·oring infor.nant reryorted that h ting and 
,~ 

gatherine areas i thin the Gerri tory O.L this tribe w rt' cn,.1. m'llly 0,-m .d ........... 

H01.1E.ver, cnE: of the-., author's infor.'lants, vhen i:iskbd 11b ut ;1rc,p rty right-

p. 15. 

/1-0cpl. r, n \,ache Li E-'- ay_, nn. , 
I and 1 .,4: 'lnd T3arr~ tt ,-

- 1. ) ' 
r Ci t., n • 1 L,. nuscr. 11 is clerivc-d rc.,1 the S:-)an·sh 11 i Of' 11 • - . 

1,1 Giffcrd, C ) • g_it.' p . 70 and 167. 
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t '"'inc and ca. l CV( s a:rrcnb tho rn 3pring, rcpli d: 

1 ·hen hG pinons go r L pe, the bands wcul go out c :Jic 1.r r.h,_ . . Th~ 
L.st fa,uly who get 1:,hcre would pid· out 1:,he patch t ey m.ntr d and 

set up their ca11p there. The, ocher familiE-s 10uld oiclr cut c her 
nn. chos, •.. They t:ach ad their cwn natches; · hc.y didn't "lc:-r 
uinons n another person's area. rhcy rcvoected each cchcr 1 s r~ghts, 
but. they didn I t r le r the sane nlace eve y year. Th~y "L:0p i ':. [ t-hc 
private p-Lnon grove:.:] for just ono season. 

It will b recalled h1. t the /n,:i I \ n / '/ 1 -u.e· l dai band of he Chiricahu.a 

ap. arently gathered pin n nuts in the territory of t e · 1arm S:,rings b nd 

on the 1/arm Spring trib • The author assm1es tha· h fcrzicJ. band fell 

within che provisions o the :ar. 0pring r e o t-nure in pi:ncn grcves. 

The ninon groves in the ~.lmagrE:: Mountains W8re in the territory c thE 

Bedcnkche and were apparently e:xnJoited by the three norGh-,rn bands ,..._r 

the Chiricahua and th· "Mi .. breno band of the ,var{:i. Spring in ad· i ticn to 

"ho Bedon.ohe, There is, unfor~unately, no imcrma~icn of any ty-c 0 en 

-oro':ler ty rights ar ong the Bc.donkohE except with resp,c,c t tc gricul tural 

land and horses, 

0 riculturaJ. Land. It wil be ecallE.d tha agricultural land 

a.11ong the Harin Sp ing and Bedonk h was m-m8d indi.vi dually by the fani

li es who leared, n lanced, and cul ti va ted the fields • Giff crd I s ar~1 

J-oring infori1ant r2 1 or tul that th-- fields of these 1 pac '-- w re· lnh · ri tc 

after thG death of th~ owners, but was con used as to the prevailina rul 

of i.nh.;ritance. nnaron ly, ch~ children o the decc.ascd ha irst ri ,.ht.., 

to the 8.~-,ricul tural land r s anding. ....E ccnd priority went t... h other 

cons~ng ineal and a final relatives Ol th, d~c0astd, I h .1..i 1 w r 

1 ft _ allc,w c1 ring -=my c: ancn, 'lnyon els in thl tribE night clsim the. .. --

,. 
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L'n c thu '3.U thor I s inf or nan ts s ta tE,;d hat thv ~/ arm. Sp1·in, did 

not fence th1:iir- fields. Among th"' Bedonko ie, whe e %V8ral .L &.c "lice 

f'U'mud together in the ame valley, there were no bcunda y mar:Vers to 

se"Jara t.e one fa"nily I s ie.ld ·rom another I o. Th6 bouncarics bc t 1ccn r,hl,ir 

ields were p-oarently agreed upon by these families.44 

Family Ca11psi tes. One cf the author I s i cr:nan ts, when asked 

whether a frunily had the right to re turn c a ca:apsi te onc6 they had 

.left it, replied: 

They always have the right to co"'.ll.e back but, if they r:ove away, 
they might le·;:, oth rs knew their in· ention. Gther 'l.paches don 1 

want to live where they know someone olse has lived. They say 
away fro:n it, because here may bl. sc·ne dan 6 er 1 king there [i.c.., 
the spirits of thEdead were thought to haunt the old homestead; 
dreams or ap-oaritlons of the dead were thought to cause sickness 
or death]. When a family leaves, they try to take everything that's 
of any value at all. If they h ve a cloth or canvas on that house, 
they take it, but the brush and poles are let. I someone else 
died there in that camp, ••• they would never come ba k to i • Bu 
if no ne died there that they can renember, they would probably go 
back if it wa a good place to camp and there is sill plenty of food 

rcund, water, an cod firewood. They have che r:i.ght to do that if 
".:,h,~y want. C., ther '\pachLs \ .=.11 be suspicious and stay away while 
they're not there. 

This :infc::-11rn.t w::is apparently referring tc t1 c rights c, ten r 

i '1 caillnsi tes mnonr; the ,ar'!l pring and Chiricah • 45 There is no c :..1-

parable inforrnatlon with egard o family c@ psi tes a1:iong the B0dcn1·che. 

The Cwnershiu of Stock. C ler 1 s informants renor ed th t hP 

"'lajor:it of the horses o:::;sessed by the Chiricah -mre tht- indiv.i.du 1 

o erty of he men. l'he women c,btainod horses by gift r:r in paY'1 'nt :2 r 

cvreT'lonial sc vicr-s. ThE.. cattle taJren on r i.ds wer'"' di vidcd 1 1 · t.ht.. 

Lil.see n rett (ed.), £12.• cit.., n. 33. 

1•5s C.nL r, n pnc10 ,Lfc-''ly, p. /-½-?'). 
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raiders '1nd oecam:.. their pe sonal p opcrty. rhl' authcr ass e.s that tne 

r:l.Lll s, bur os, and sh ep acquired thrs gh raiding or trade w~re alsc 

individually own d :t.. on~ the Chiricahuri. 46 

Gne o the a thor 1 s in'orn1ants reported that s oc 1-:: Wc;re thE.. 

property of ths entire family among the 1farm Spring, nut c"' individuals. 

It is difficult to tell hew stock was owne.d amcng the BedonkohE., though 

Hahkc, the chief of this tribe during the 1330 1 s, is _e')OrtE-d to have 

raised hundreds of horses for tradE. v!i th the Mexicans, and to hav sm.

oloyed twelve herders at all times. B tzinez stac-eri that these :erd(:_,rs 

received horses, saddles, bridles, and firear~s in payment fr their 

services.47 

The Ownershil) of Domestic \rticles. The wic _iup and all domestic 

articles among the Chiricahua were made by ths women and wers thE-ir prop

erty. Likewise, all of thE: articles :nanufactu- ed b the men or ob~aim:d 

by the~1 through any means were their n property,4° The authcr 1 s in-

fc,rmants reported that, among the 1-arm ;'pring, thP dwelling and all d -

mestic articles were the property of then clear family as a whol2. Jc.r

evE.:r, each \·arm Scrinr; man pos2.0ssod his 01 n weanons, which he ht. ld 1-ull 

title to. 

Borrcwinp. ·wrong th8 Chiricahua and · 1ar:.1 Spring, lndi vi duals 

night obta · n those articles t.hE:y could nc J.. othc rwise> aco_-i "- by bcrr uing 

f'rc"'rn thPir Jrinsn.cn. Cne c1- the author's infor,rvrnt.s rE:·icrtLd that anythin6 

46, 
)60 C ler, \n oache Li.fe- · ay, n • 327 nd JS 5. 

n. 1 /1-. 

J.r r, .ri '\.pn.ch Lira-· 'lY, Dp. 397-J) , • 



73 

ITO\J1.,d hacl to b, return ~d in as gout ccndi ti0n as it W'lS 1, htn r cci vc.d. 

I nn ani'1lal were bo rowed and was rctu. ... ned in worse ccnditi n than it 

ms 1, hen eceived, the debt r had to D'lY the creditor for he fu.17_ valu1✓ 

o · ch' anLia.1 when it. was received, If an individu-il wer<- abcut tc di 

without having paid his dabts, he raight tel 1 his fa'!lily tc lay asi<.16 so:ne 

c _' his nroperty with which to pay thsr1. ( therwise, all of his per so aL 

property was destroyed after his death and the debts we e forccttcn. .lis 

kinsmen ;-:right donate son of their property to help pay the d.t:bts, thoug~-1 

th8y were not obligated to dos. 

C'rift-gi ving. Cpl or I s informants renortGd that gift-giving tee_: 

the place of trade wi chin the Chiricahua tri!Je. Hcw1;,,11cr, ther0 w::i.s c.he 

feeling that the exchange of property by gift obligated the recioient oy 

an im·')licit recinrocity to be worked out in individual relations. 49 t.n"-

o the author's informants renorted that blank ts or beaieJ articlc-s 

wer exchanged by gift a;'.!long the 1ar,a S·orin , but horses W-re no· . he 

warr.i .3pring rarely gave gifts to their kinsmen, :ho -1src obli atcd o 

assist each other in tir:tE.- of need by the ,acre _ar.:t C.L th\:.ir kinship. 

(!if s we e more often givEn to the mc,nbcrs of other tribes whc ca.:.n0 tc 

visit ratlrr th9.n tc trad.::, thu.s extending tht reci. rccal cblit;aticns i..,.J.' 

;n.a.terial and moral assistance b"'yond tho tribE:. 

rade 

Bri ~ on D·wi.s has glven the b st 3tntemen on Ch.Lricahuo. nd 

• 1. 'l "'~rini.r tradf tc be f'cund in any sc urc : 

L1-9Jee Onl r, \n 'Inn.ch( LL .. -1 ·w, . J•'). 
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. . . Freo_u~n tly large. bands of the Indians, or evE-n thb en tir ~ 
Chi!·icnhLv1 nd '.,. r:i. jprings tribes, wo11ld pat, h Ll.J a peace ',Ji 1 t:,l::. 

authori tios of the s,nal l i•Iuxicnn towns -:i.nd C3. m ncnr the 1 .1 or 
"WL, >s or 1:i.onths a.t '1. stretch, t. ading to th ci tizcn::i cl Chihue..h 'l 

ponies and othE.,r loot collcc bed in Sonora; er rvv<-rsing the prcc· ss 
if the town was in Sc•nora, 

The principal articles of barter which th(:. Indians craved and 
could not obtain i.n their 0untain hom.es werE; tobacco arid ncscal, 
be th ·. roducts of the hot lowlands o Sonora anJ Sinaloa and :nedil.l.ills 
c exchangG 1,li th the neighboring ," ta tes of Chihuahua and Durango. 
Bartering for :noscal was not entirely devoid c risk "c,r th0 Indian. 
(·n mo e than one occasion a mescal d unk in a "riendly town had 
aff ord.ed op:Jor tuni ty to the citizens of thr:; town to a.dd a 1 ew gocd 
Indians tc the;_r scars. Such a breac of hospi jality wculd, ci' 
cou __ s0, bE. resented by the Indians ar1d war with that i-,own would 
_ollow until the matter was forgotten, or an E:o_uivalent nunbe::.· 0.f 
Mexicans had been cut off in their prime. Thes" affiliations with 
tl1c Mexicans usu.ally took place in the win er m~n hs, when the 
Indians were driven from them untains by snow.JO 

Opler says that, among the Chiricahv.a, t:::-·s.de was .sere li rnly t . 

be int 1"rcr-ibal than intra.tribal. Though some Chiricahua wcmen :nadc cciled 

potr,ery, those who did nc t acquired it through trade with the pott8ry 

makers of ·he tribe or with the Puebloan tribes and the Navaho. Trac 

Ji thin the tribe, whr:-,n it did occur, was achieved by approaching the owner 

cf the desired article and o_ferin8; whatever was requir-:.d to induce him 

to par~ with it.5 1 

Cne of the. au~hor 1 s informants reported that the ·,ar:n ... pring 

obtained ncttery from tho Puebloan tribes in exchan e for baskets. ht 

-!A.res thus obtained were undecorat0d, the ,-arf:1 S;ring pre.terring t Y'Ut 

thLir c-1,m design3 on them. This trib0 also did ccnsid rabh trade ri th 

she Hexi c ns in th0 sc ttlc11ents :ilong the '.Uo Grande, -xch, nging h-.. s t- ts, 

orn.d d '"'ocds, and d lls for cloth, canvas, 0r other desir._.._,d 'lrti lv1. 

51r 1 r, n .nn.chc Lif0~, t ), 3 '3-Jl/+ ~md 393. 
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ne 01 the 1'1Llthor1 r· initr'll nts stat d "rJcsisivEly -hg_t th~ (' . a,r 1 0pr1n di 

not trnd0 hid,: ,:; . 

Gert'ni ,10 rt..pcrted that the Bedcnkoho did a sizeabl trade wi Gh 

th, Javaho nd Mt xicans. rrade with the; latter was cond c · d at Ra.'!os 

and 

er r 

_ron 

Casas Grandes, Chihuah a. Geroni11c diJ nci:. indicate what was ivc.n 

ceived by th'"- Bedonkohe in trade CXCfmt that blankc ts WGl'c obtaii1ed 

thr :aavt=tho in exchange or mulos. 52 

Political Lrganizaticn 

·Ul pcli tical leaders a.:1cng the Chiricahua wc:r--
I ? I .11 ·d nant a, 

whilt... t,_ ose a:nong the / " 53 !ar.'1 0-::iring \Br1., called nantua. 

a,1ong both tribes and tho BcdonJroh WU'' ranked '"lccording t( the siz" f 

th,- social group over uhich thoi.c authcri ty extended. l<'cr this roascn, 

the author has discussed the 1 adcrshin o~ these eroups ror1 the "walks c 

·c tho largest. 

ExtE:nded Fa.mi J.y ·cad.Hen. ~,fa· riu1 en w:c::re thE he'lds o: tht-ir 

hcuscholds and s-ooke for th ir wi vt s g_nd children, m.arrit.-d or singl - . 

· :hE.n th"' children 11a rL,d qnd br ught th2ir husbands or wi vcs to livL in 

i.:,heir fni:,her 1 s village, dG'JGnding uy-,cn ths rul- of r,1arital rosi 'C:;nc', 

the f A. ther bt.. ca 11 th<J 1, :1d-.,r o an E. xtendE. d 1 arnily and t,ainc:,d in Jr~ .c,-

t.i.~ • In chE:. ovent that a serious ,"latter, su~h as a -Ii tchc aft tr b.1, 

r -;ught all o · ~he rn mbers cf the J.ocAl groui.., to :ether, th1.. ht ads of th 

xtc ndrid 11mili.es onu ol 1z ·d the Jiscussion nd rc.d th d cl ion. 

I /( \ I '/ 
'AJ. • ahem band cf the- Chi icahu1. w, l'E:: eov, rn .d bJr cxtendc " lll;v 
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head n o.lon"', l.mt thL tribal chief cf the.: ChL Lc'3.hua. di'.3CL1'" '1 d :::.r,y 

o os d ,nov 54 with th .n. 

Loe l Grcun Leadr:.rs. The •!1C1S t f orcc u1 c; chr extended f n. i ly 

headnf n was ,he ruco niz6d lc.ader :: his local grcup. It :a"' ch ',. 

loyalty to this local group leader and their trust in his wisd':I. that 

held the extended families co. p ising a le cal jrc-; ') c.::.get.iE r. 

ether c,xtended family hea.dm n, there were these whc, were distinguis ed 

for thl ir weal th, bravery, or exceD ti nal cG.rv."lOnial lmc-wlcclg2 and whcs 

status was nearly equal to that of the local group leader. These r1 n 

se ved as advis6rs to the leader and could be ccnsidert.d thf' inner circlt 

cf the local group ccuncil. Ar._ong the i,Ja m S::,ring and Chiricah - , the e ·

tended fa~!J.ily headmen on thE:; local group ccuncil held their oosi ti ens fc r 

li "E .• 55 

Band Chiefs. The ost dominating of thE. local g:::'OU>J lE.adLrs 

within a band became the band chief. (Jcc:1 ic,nally, the members o h-;, 

di£'fcrent, local groups would consider their rosnc. cr,i VE. leadt:.:r~- GO l 9.V 

o ual ability. Then, when these two local groups joined iorces, author

ity was fairly ev<,.mly divided bE-twecn their respt-ctivc 1 aders. 50 rm~ 

may ,x1,lain why Victc,rio and Le,cc, shared th~ leadc shin f th.., '.lar"l 

Snring-:; band of che 1,ra 1 Si-:,ring tribe 1 r,cr th" d_a~h ( Delgncii ... c, in 

54,_, ue C,p lc.r, '\.n ,"t3.C " l,i e- Jay_, r-J. 4 3-4, 4; .l'ltS 11 a .1.d 
dchru:d1r, c c.L~., P. 341; and Gifford, ci::.., 174. 

55u l r, In n11ch '-'L - 11ny, . 10/.,; m~d .1L.f, r , 5.1.· __l__:.' 
171,,. 

U, 1C 
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".s tat( d eRrli, r in this study, thE. Jed nkchc w i:.: nc divi t..d 

intc bands before tho 1q30 1 s. The rncst resp, cted local er, U"J lrader c 

thi tribe apparently bc~came the tribal chi ,f. 'l.f t ·r the death Mahk, 

th ir last chitf, during the 1330 1 s, the Bed nkohs affili, tsd with thE: 

limbrcno band of th-· Wa:rm Spring and accepted the authcri ty f Mangas 

Coloradas. Tb majority of the Bedcnkohc left th0 l-1imb·0 E ik bac1d i.1. 1361 

and af fi liatE.d with the Chi ricahua. Th0y apparently i1cct.;p tE'd th Chiri

cahua leaders as their own then. 53 

Tribal Chiefs. The evidr.mce c,f tribal leadsrship among · he 

Chiricahua is rather ccm.fusing. Tevis stated that Cochise s ·cc;;;edt..d bls 

ather as tribal chief of the Chiricahua, but indicated that, the fcrmcr 

was aL,o a band chief. 5 , This may mean that Cochise was the mc,st re

snectsd band chief a~ong the Chiricahua and held a higher csition than 

the ether band chiefs. However, it is evido t that the /11de'-l nda.i/ 

band of the Chiricahua ace pted no leade~ of a higher positicn than 

th . b d 1 • •O 60 eir an cnie1 • Thi may explain why two f the authcr's infcrman s 

identifisd this band as a separate tribe. The author will assur1P, •n a 

tent.ative basis, that Cochise was acco ted as the tribal chi f of the 

Chiric4hua by the / v,) 7 1 r I I ,, , 1 1; cok anen , kai · ahem; , and ba ds ale .. 

58 rbid., ;m. 411-nd 101. 

59Tevi.s, ill· ci+,., pn. 95-96 a~1d 7J5. 

~o 
J / 4hcrna· T • .Jc,f ords, Unlted Stat.c S ec·a1 Tndj ri ·.o-e !t, 

Chi . c a to ch( s, Chi.ric'1.hua I di.a_1 ~g n · , Sulnhu. Srn·ingr,, 11 ~· l<icma, 
ueust 31, 1373, to · hE He nr r3.bJ. 8dw rd P •• rrL th, Cr-rrni...... Cll'r ~r 

rJ1 1 ~Sf irs, · : D C ua 1 R re rt cf th 
d 1 &'1 r, f'f ai.rs r th Yt 
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bLlt r ir1.Ln d th chief of hLs mm band, which :iffcrd s id was .:.hE: 

;,, i1.' h,; // u1 
1 .a1 1. ent •• 

\s wj_ll b\.:) sc, n in the next cha~ tsr, tho ' arm Snrin~ haa n 

.:;!'ib:i1. chLc_ bofcr0 1 _ 51, whf n Mangas Ccloradas beca-n.( the chi( f of .Jeth 

the ·'q 1 S ring 8.nd Bcdcmh,h~ tribes. e was succ,1:oded, af'r:,er his d ... atl 

in 1 ,63, by Loco and Vic torio as dual tribal chiefs. 

~!ar Chi5fs. Chiricahua war chiefs wGre called nagatyoy _n 

I ?t 
nant a, :-.eanin "wa chi€.ff1 or 11-1ar leader, 11 and wvre always shanans. 

rho · Tarm Snring war party select. d a lsacler aymroved by tlw band or 

tribal chief. .is ffice lasted only for the duration cf the war, and 

I ' A 
l1c was called nan Gun whiJ.s he cccupied his office. '.rar,1 s-_ring war 

chie_'s were not shamans, but simnly ::nen distinguishE.d l)y their pro rJ€.SS. 

3on.__; t-,imes, the civil chief on tho warpath would try tc d.:. GET C irica "' 

F'J.rri0rs i.. the war chief' had a dream of impending doc.:1. It is prcbabl 

that war chi2f's am ng hs Bedcnkohc were: also sh ',.ans, for GGroni 10 was 
, ') 

both a war lead2r and a sha::•yrn • .). 

The 0ualific'ltirns or LEcadershin. C-pler's in.1'cr1cm::,_ .i.ndLc·:i_. d 

f-,hat 'hcse r, sn whc bcca··.1e local grou") leaders and chh s .. ' . ..,_ re .. 1 .... n..:.u-

lies o:: great vwa1th and inrluence. Huwevl,. , hey had · o .,.,c ss0ss c n-

sidcrable wisdc-:i, noli ical awaren0ss, nrowes"', nd a willin 0 nL,S.J uo 

ass '.D.e thei · 1 · 1· t,· 63 rAS~ODSl)l l lGS. ThE. 0uc s ti n o a ..an I s oir tl nnd :: tn. tas 

8 ms to h1.v hncl 1 1tt1,. cff ct UJOn t.l l, , c..lifi 8.thnf' .::·or 1 a c:i.·sl · 

(/? (Jp I or, n \ ac.:hl J_,j' - nr, ') r, ,. ,...,. 
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a ion, tho 11 ::i.rJl Sorin~, as ls lndic tee by th1 fol lo in'r 3 ,3. · cnts by 

no or' th 11uthor I s -iru c.r1:1ant-,s: 

er 

b 

You knew, a chi £' has to u, a v r·y c :art ,QJl. _1 .as tc b bl to 

"'c ev rythinp· in its ight )E en ctivt.. ,I- st be b1E- to s~o 

in:c the uture qnd unde~stand iL 1s relaticnship tu thu recent a. 

th8 Y")ast, and h, must be able tc c n trc.l his .:i C-1:llc. and lc1d thum 

i.n t. E. :i:ight way of liv:~ng. Yc.,u r:'(:;• , nt 1us t st, 11 his h'1.ra tsr :-o 

U, r:•plc--his neri sand abiliti s--that "3.1'~S hi1 fii., tc De :.h_::.r 

c~1ie ~. 
he::·e, is sor.1-:tl 'ng lsc he ,lllst de t,e, shc.,w hi 1s1c;l 1 v- or- 1 c: 

bt-cc.r1e[: a chiL .£' • (. CGUTSE.J he rrns t OE) a cu,d warrior and r;hC'·l i:.haG 

hE can procec,~ hi"' o o- ls when they ·ne in dane;"'r, but his is an 

V(. yday thir g. • . . Yc1mg ',pache men whc uanti;:;d tc., shuF :,ht:L 

..i,3.l_Licaticns ior b1 dng chief would f,it, U'J .... a~ly in t. c. :11c,rning 

b 0 fort.· anyone E:.lse and go thrcugh the: ca. 1rr, t'3.ll ine tc hi-. oeop~.c and 

3.dvisine; the :J. rhat way a ycm1g 1an lc·ts hL1s6l.i:' b0 heard. , G C.c.. 11s 

them how t.hE::y shculd raise their children, hew to teacl Lhc -1 sc th y 

will be co1110 coed ~pachcs. £i8 c;ells uh( .1c:,n to ,X good h s Jands tc 

Cl'H.ir wiYes, tind, f?;8ntls, and faichfu1-, and ch wives c do ::.he sa _ 

uy '-he tr husbands. ti'., teaches thE o about ·• clicirn s and hew to c :re 

d.,;.,i:-E-""cStG; :.:,11-, cl n aucl the 1,TCi,n(:,n nc t to ci l'.' • n\:, and a-.lvis-s thcs~ ::, :. 

de tc s t,on it and live likE: decent folks; and cht~ we kn net tc fight, 

-:ith each other CNEr the f!len. HG tE-lls the narenc. c.c tr-at their 

1rids with res. ec t, and the kids to bey th.:.ir pa ..:mts. 

rh.: re w.y bs St- v t ro.1 dif c:rent :'h~ n doin3 that at th~ sa:-nc ti -n • 

Thtc ')E:O-ol• listt-n t,e, al1 of them and judge fer the1rrs lv.::s which ,an 

is 1; st suic"d tc lead tht''Tl. rhen, when chc chit. e ::, cl - , h ca::._1[' 

his council cf the clcl timers, and renresen:.ative;s r0r:i · he: ca::ms go 

t, che 1ri and t,0 11 then thc,L choicE.. Th1:;,y tall: ovi r the younr ::i.an I s 

su.qlii. ications. ThErn, i.f they can all 3.gr on cnE.. Ce t'.lin "lan, h 

b:::.cc 1r,s q SLlo-chi".L ·11- _i_l ~~1e o1r3. en, ciics. 

There i<1 011 other way a J1an c8.n bLco•;1s chief. Th·- chLf c.: c r 

·yo,-,lc ·1ir;ht chr,oq, on'- u. ni•J 3cns, o · a n.;f'h w, er :=: ,r:.L tn r re. la

t.iv. tc, fcllo hi"'l a.s lo 11dbr c. the tribc.,. tk culd t1.rt. t h~ng 

':.h'lG or J C-1. n f lly, t-:i.lJr.in[s C hi 1 nnd L,(.3,C ling hi '1 by X -:J.',l(, 

.hc.y 1,rould dis uss t,h· ngs and the: old man 1-r0ulcl as]r hie: bey' C, ~d-

vict..,. Tr1at t-raJ he 1i1cls cur, if hat "t,cy is ;_it cc tql,'-1 cv--r. ay-

e-_ h,... d esn 1t ,,rnn: ':,he r S'1cnsjbility c • h1-1s t0r lit l cc,ruJ .... .,nee 

in 1i1s0lf. Th..:n e,hey ,.u~·t lee the 'l~c,....l ·)i \ ·.1 .;_r cvn lt.a ...... ,. t 

foll0w that c1i L• 

~ ':,h 0 s tn.tm ncs inJi ,'1 l:, suc,cc,sicn tc tl • L • " .., ' 
Od L ulOTI L ,1a11 

1:.ribn.l chi f amcn,1 ~h Jn ,.)pring was ith ~ h r .ditary r id_cl 

th V s of ,h mrmb r;:; C thu b-i.nd 0 ' tri .al C nn ilc,. 1, r', 

· nfc r :-:in,"' , 1 ,., fl in ~ rnatir11 t tl ·av ,j . lCC en 



::; ;lJ lO!lC: tlv {o r v r, hc..n- is cl ar ~vii .c 

r:ur:! ss ·, n t tlH. c,s Lt· c.n c_ r.Lbal chLef :1. o::-:ie ,he Chi1·ica .. 1.t'J. ,,,.s 

he~ dit:rry a ter he death o Cochi.c: 's Lather somsti e in thr- 1 C' I _, 

Cc.,;::hL,e sc1c c.OdF,d his '1t 1
1vr as c 1i cf the Grib ~nd was succ d d 

a.f"tt.r hin d,•au in 1 ;7L+ by his eld ,3t sen, raza. aza dio' we ya ·s 

1ate:.r- a.nd was ruccc ,ded by his 

fo 1-adcr , on2 tbs Chiricah 1. and ' ar-,1 S . ..,rinG po"'2ns:occl 

absolut0 authc.ri•~y, for net ;_,vE-ryonc wculd 1 t:icd their advic_. If a 

Lader le st favor with his follow0rs, he might either n.bd.ic"l. ~- i_n ~aver 

f b d " b th 1 d · t d "h . - C,S o a aucc.:: sso or e c ')OSGQ y ano · er ca er a;mc,in :Jy v ~ ccu.r 1.J.. 

Int~rtribal il~ances 

Tc!Vi::: h c1 a raidi~g ;>arty cf Chi icah.la and Coyc,tc.n ,, ac11s 

in·o .Jcnora in 1'}5') and r 1~0crts:. tlnt ~moth.r j int raid ct th •. Chiri-

co.hi-:i., arn S,,ring, Ccyo C.t rci, e.nd 1°k. SC' lc.::·c in c th" t. rri c.cr~• c _ :, c 

1f v1.hc- had cccu rt.d tbs £;aMD year. 

0_;_' hmr hcse alliances ,Lr~ '-orm::.J othv:.· tban tl1at t,hf:s-. trio<Js },cp_d 

to havt:: nor(:; s·c1ccess on thu:,•~ raids by cc,1binine their ere, G. 
67 

l'hGrt:- ifJ 1 ~-t tL clt ,1bt as /;o h,11 int rtri ba . allj_anc s W"'re 

fc I"l .d b;r th, 

L 

{_// vi.,. ' p. 15 )-1 (i?. 
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• · [angas (Colornd s], in enc c£' his raids intc ·cncra, c1r-ried 
a h1J.nds .1L. and inti. llig"'nt Hu:~lcan girl, whr . he ~d~ b . .:..~ , ilf , 

tc h L'Ccl sic;n of hie 'l.r:iache sqll.3.ws. This singular favcriti::, 
L~· · s<.·,n1 trcublc 1 ln tl1e tribe or a hort tirac, but Wt?-.... cu.ddE nly 
,nc1-·d by -nn

0
as chr ' __ r-•nging any r l t G c,f cnckd broi:,h .c::: c r rula-

ti V<J" " his disc'l l, wivv1, ·1 re RCC ted th" Ha -r, and tc w r 
ldlLd in fair du !. • By his ~,cxil" 1.n i,rif._, : .. a.ngas 111:id t ir-...1- r ally 
bcauti "ul daughters, and thr'u.,.,.h his diplc.-iatic a,Jilit;y, n n1,?.na,t., G 
t wiv• .. on with the chh.f of '·h iavajoLs; an0th1;,.,r with t-aL ll-ading 
nan or the ,Iescalero Annche.s; and t:.h(- third ,rith th;:; war chirf o.,_ 
the Coye eros. By doings, h acq_uircd a very grE-at in.fluc;ncE- in 
these tribes, and whcncvGr he desired, could cbtain th1 i..r ~.ssi:::t,mc , ' in his raids. 0 -> 

Cm- of Cochi "c I s wi VE. s was lJhf, daughttir of r nee. ✓ Co era' as by 

another wife. 6) The Be cnkohc app8ar to have formed a politic 1 al iancE: 

1i t,h c,hc I I \ '1 I 'I Ilde·i•da2. band o .... the Chiricahua thrcugh the ,!l.arria 0 c 

Juh, who ,,as a chief of the latt;r, with a daugh·er e,f I hko, che lasL 

r,hief o.f the BedonJ:ohe. ?O Inter ·•18.rriagEJ obviously e~,:,~nd::.1 ths nci ":.

ror,al obligacions bstween affines beyond the s ructu:r:11 l.i~ts c.:: a 

singlb t.rib1:. • Thus, the . e1o. ·er the extent of inr,E-rma:rri.af? of1tween any 

two tribes, th8 stronger w:=i.s cht: allianct bctwt:t n thc~u.. 

I' 

J....JCremony, .QQ• cit., np. 4?-1.,J. 

6'Jus t1 J.F.r.Nt 
... ~ J...) ' OD. ci_., p. ~r :,) . 

'7Uibid., p. 77. 



CH Pl'EI! IV 

Jl thcuz.h this study c.f the i1:1r.;ac t cf American cul turs e,n the 

sccial. structures o.f the Chiricahua, 1,·arr.1 Spring, and Bedcnkchc 'Jach\;., 

begins wi h th:-, year 1 ~70, it is necessa y tc give an acccun t of the fu 1 

r'1nge of f\J:!erican contact with thesE- tribes. This 1. • 11 provide basis 

hy which the i:rnthcr 7,12.y analyze the re8.ctions f the2e e,ril.K,s · o ,1c.d-

can culture sincr,, the cmrliest ccntact with each tribe. his autho~ has 

divided she discu sirn cf ~~erican contact wi'h these tribes befrre 1 J7G 

into tw, sec ti ens. Tho fiTs t deals ui th contact b ,tueen '\r,k ricans , nd 

th 0, ar ;1 , ·-:irins 8.nd Bedon}:ohe; th · second wl th th t be tween 'i :,e icans 

'lnd th'J Cl1.L·i .1,ClL Lo It will be recc,lLed that both b'.rndn \..,_ ·~.1 

Spring 8.nd thL ".V.rzollon, 11 o Dodcn.cc-hu, Wf.re r, erred tc as th '-:_~'1 

•~ache 11 c for 1 ,,72,. This dr sign-:1.tion, o.s us d in tht ollo ing p g1..,s, 

refers tc th s thre grou~s. 

rh,. r ·is no vid nc-- o 1. i cm1 cc'nt ct with U1t:1 nui l".. n· chcH 

1.or 1 ,; 5. Durin~ the sun¥r 01 th'1t y r, .)~ J.v, stcr 
• 

hi--

ri C '1Y r trn -:, s hrtrl b, n we rl lno- th ir r , d, m 

rlrc ,iv·, wh n vh hr· stcll n b,r n'1cilc , id~ ··,. l • C8. h 

r 
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th lr furs and w.n'.:, on foot to '~an'·a 1.i:,:::i. del Ccb~ , R. ninin·~ Gctr,le LHt 

s t"1.blished oy tho 0')11nin. ds in 1 flL.., wherl: th,_ pre::; n:, 1.nt:1 1 ,. , • w 

,r x·i c , st. nrl. i •
1 When he traJnGrs rr burnc.d cc t.h_ir cnch several wt:.__ ·s 

latdr, th•..;y found that it hq_d been looted. rhr:: sub:1tancc of thL:.lr lau, rf" 

lc,s , thc·y rt curned tc c•a.nta Rita, wher& the alcalde propcs d that 

1- ase th3 cooner rninG at the co'>t of one thousand dolic~-'S a yea . Patt-:. 

~eadily acceotEd the offer. As the 11.pache in the vicinity c" ,...'3.n~-i :Ut~ 

--"). obably the Hiy'lorc.nc band of che •fa_ m Snring--had effccti Vf ly hal ~~ d 

the mining ot1er tions hroLl h their intE.rmittent raids, Pattie b-gan 

"'ormulating a Dlan co draw the,.1 into a trea~y. 

This trie,aty was effected en l\_ugust 5, 1 :,:-5, It is signLicB.nt 

t 11at the ~.nache chic.f told 0 attic that his tribe were _ager t,o fer 

:'ri~ndly reln.tic.n;-; 1ith th, 8J.ie::-icans, who,n they oelicvt:d shewed nc dis-

nositic_m to J.::ill sxcept in battle anrl no uss:Lt to di. tu b th\; trioe 1 

c.ccui)ation c-f the terri-'-ory chcy held. In th0 we'-1;:s that follow•~d, t1c 

'Dache ~,,undr:d u;, all .3t_ay stcc ~ in ':,he country l1.:Jout Sant:3. Rita 3.nd 

clrov' th.c:·n into the ssttlc . .ient. Huntorn ~'l,.IIL 12vo y day tc hun.:. i, i th t 

·~rao !c.T3, r 0 cciving lcsscnr in ;,.arks nnshi'"' with t11L rifl in _ :,L1rn ;: r 

t.h3ir fricndshi--:,. They even -:- .fc:red in S'll' ... o t.h inhabitants of S n.., 

Rita ~u Jrry and vrniscn, their twc nc t irr,crhr.t r; 1r r "'CUrc,q, rh 

J.caldr, "'.Jou.::;ht tly. ea~ e:ven whon it u s not n, ,·dcd c ~ ;: fe r ~ f-

f ndinr, the 'l.r,n.chc • 

1,,,. .J hn '1. ..,ully, 11Th Skr_y f q,rnt::1 Hi..,a C '( 

(ld '"n~Q ~ ry rcha 
rri 1h7, rel. tt"ll1h , l, III, riJ, 1 
1.3:,-1;5. r vi,, s:._. 2-G•, r nn 1 ,-11 , i.n; 'lt 
Ch· ~ · c n.h ,,. rl n 1 '1. ,~ J ') ~ i n d ; tin· n , n t 1 i r c vn . 



It appears that Pattie 1s rty were also the first Americans to 

ontact the Bedonkohe Apache, thou h Betzinez says that the first Ameri

cans seen in Bedonkohe territory were Mormon settlers. Pattie met n 

Apache chief at Santa Rita named Mocho Mano, whose first name bears a 

2 marked resemblance to that of the Bedonkohe chief at this time, Makho. 

During the 1830 1 s and 1840 1 s, the Apache of southwestern New 

Mexico were engaged in a lucrative trade with the Americans at Santa Fe, 

who exchanged arms, ammunition, and whiskey for stock and plunder taken 

by the Apache on raids into Sonora and Chihuahua. This trade came to an 

abrupt end in 1848, following the close of the war between the United 

States and the Republic of Mexico. 3 

The United States signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo with 

the Republic of Mexico on February 2, 1848. The latter government ceded 

to the former sovereignty over a vast amount of land known as the Mexican 

Cession Territory, which included the territories of the Warm Spring and 

Chiricahua Apache. 4 Under Article 11 of this treaty, the United States 

bound itself to: (1) restrain the Indians of the southwestern United 

States from raiding into Mexico, or, in case of failure to do so, to ive 

full satisfaction for these breaches of the agreement; (2) to forbid any 

American to acquire either property or captives taken on these raids; (3) 

2Timothy Flint (ed.), Th Personal Narrative 0. [Ohio] 
Pattie of Kentucky. Historical introduction and footnotes by Milo 
Milton Quaife (Chicago: The Lake ide Pres for R.R. Donnelly nd Sons. 
Co., Christma, 1930), pp. 104-107, 111-118, and 120-121. 

3see Smith, QJ2.• it., p. 20; and Josiah Gr g 
Prairies, ed. i'1a.x L. Moorehe d (Norman: Th University of Oklah m Pr 
1 54), p. 202. The latLer sourc is a r vi d dition f the fir t tw 
~ditLons, pu lished in 1844 and ]845, rs tiv ly. 



tc nscLw '111 caotivE-s brought int(., the Uni d .:3t'.ltes rom lexico; and 

(4) to return thes2, captives to ag--nts designated by th& Mc:z:ican }cv rn-

5 :i.cn t. \nerican re lationG with th8 ar.;1 ,pring beca ric st 3.in d as a 

result o attemnt... to live up to thes a 0 r~ ment;::. 

John Russell Bartlett, tht.- American Comrnissioner on the United 

~ tates and Mexican Boundary CoY(Lrnission, nade his h0adr uartsrs t 3anca 

Rita, few Mexico, frcn January, 1150, until la'-·' ,'\_ugust, 1(,51. Mang s 

olcradas, Delgadi to, and a dozen more l\.pache r.1et with hi n n J ..int. 23, 

1351. Bartlett informed them o the terms o ... \rticlc 11 of the tr~aty. 

:fangas Coloradas promised that his people would not har111. -':,he ~%ricans 

and Mexicans and would re ,urn all stolen or s tr?,7 stock belonging to the 

Com1.ission. 

rhe friendly relations betwe n the T,Ja.rm S1 ring and the ',.."'le:!.'i~ n 

ounda y Co-imission were extremely tenuous. few weeks ftcr th, -ik "'t-

ing be-i.. eE-n these /\nacho and Bartlett,, it ,ms discovered th t four hun-

dre 1Tavaho were encam 1 sd on tho Gila River thir~y 'llilcs nc th it.st o 

Santa Rita. Jaraes C. Cremony, tho, interpreter .1 or the 'tnerican Bcund ry 

C0111fJis. ion, learn8d in lacer years that thcs ii .. vaho hs.d ccme · c hcl 

!lmeas Colo- adas drive the \.'ll.ericans nut cf ,S nta Ritr:1. and seize 11 -

,.h,_ir nroper t:.y. In the event of success, cm. hal ~ cf th, .,...lunder was to 

::ic~ given to "he davaho. 

"ovcral incidents occ r0d at this ti.1e whi ,h t.,hn., t, ncd t c.11 

t,h uneasy oace be t.ween the '\Jn.Gric"J..ns and th1 i · r 'l • 11ring. Tl1 fi_r.:: 

Lnvc lved tht. rr scuo of s ~vc t l ~c icn.n cn.Dtiv", by h Co 1L,3i n- tl 

,.., 
' . 



s Cl nd, tl E. r:iu d r of a Far:.11 Sor ln[r wn.rricr by n. exic;m 

Cc. 1 :L..-, •. ,icn. rhc. n.r.,. ing chid s m'..l.U-vige,rc us ;re tests, but ~1.rt E , 

0f sod co concede o their dbnands, and she l\pacht W•~rc £"ore d tc accept 

L'tr er uont:y to r drus"' thGir wrcngs. J 

'old was discovvred a .fe -1 mil8s frc.n Santa Ri. t1. ci i g ::.he e rly 

s 1c1er of L,51, and several mines were. upe.nc d in thL o.i~t a. r_ ar"l 

$prine resented this intrusicn o their cc.rricory and o..,gqn ~aidL g bo h 

~hE. \..:ie.rican Bounda y Cominission and th-- minGrs. 7 ri~ndly r~la ions 

b_ tween the timericans and the '/arm Spring \pach~ were net r1.;;s ~c1·cd ,:,:_l 

fcu:' y, ars later. David Merrh.rether, Gov(,r er c, ~:Jew Me_ ice nd ..JU.Der-

in ._nde t of Indian \.f 'airs in · he Territc.,ry, nocctiaL,;d a trea;:,y wi.:,h 

the Mi... bres band then and ap::, intod t-li.chaecl otock as their a6 nt. 

· hil t,L; , Iimbres settled down r,c., fc:- 1-in6 en c.hc ri Vt. r '_~ th 

sa"!le na.::ie, thC' Moc-c 11on--nr JSU'Jably th2 :hi rrrbrenc band of the ar 1 ,..i'Jr:.ng 

and the Bedon 1•ch&---c ntinuod raiding in Socr re and Vqlencia C"" 1tit- ~, 

,·Jew .1°:r.:ico. The Mi nbrc s 'cept 3tsc.·· inf c 11ed as tc ,,he had bE n en t.he 

raids and where they wt_jrs CCJ.''lp6d with th~ stch n tc ck. ThE..y c v'--n cf rLd 

le gc as guid ✓ s for punitive expedi ti ens against thG .~cg 11<-n. In pril, 

1 57, Crlonc1 R. C. Bonnevi.llL, :i.ili -n.ry cc ..L'l.andcr c~ the D 

-'"J'lvid 'fr-r i_w ~11, r, }overnc · nd .3 n, rintond nt 
in l .,, _.i :-ri ~ c , ff i t c f tl1 ,~ ncr i11 tt. 11d n t, cf 
, ,__;, nt 'lb1 r, 1 55, ~( ]. ., nny, ,_:,., 1 

n.rt-nent ,c, 
.1. 

'ls ing tr n' j) • C . ' __ Jlil ___ c...U_'l ___ --"-_._--'- ___ ....;;;;__.;~__c~..-',=-=-=c..:...::.:.;:..:::,.._:;.::;_-"'-=;,;:;__:= 

rr'lnG • .i. t, t d wi th the 
nt -ro rt Crn 1 r< '<J 1,55 

r o" Incli.c'ln ff1.i.r.; '·rnhin:t 1: • 1 •• ich l"'< 1, 1 ) , r, 1 1 • 
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rrc -1 ,[ x . c , l d fl ca ma· ~n ar,ains t t.l c, 11q~ollon. 

t.hn t. the t.ro •ps wruld nc t be able vO distinguish b twee hos tile '1.11d 

, n Li c Apa h _ 'J.nd nc v\:)d southward in to th , c rida !1 UJ_ ~i:i. · 

amoaign was cvor./ 

A,"'ar:::ntly, both bands su.:fered 'l.:J a rGsult of this cwr ia.n, 

fr Stec\ renc.r ted in 1 ~59 that--

he ,}ila ·1Jach3s eTibrace ·sih"l.t Wt➔ !'f' 1.or:1&rly callrd cn-J :linb ~ anJ 
.fC'?;Gllon bands. rh :::so Indians have d ~crep_s0d in r_ '-:J.O rs vcr. 
rapidly during the last t,. o years. Th€-J n,. ver h v2 reccvere · frci, 
'.:,hf effcc t.s c-.L' the ca'T!naign 11.de in;:,c their cc ncry, t, c y .... rE c:it, , 
by Col C'ne l Bonrnwille. They crs then ccnpc llod to scatter in 
'v--ry directi_on fer safE:"t.y. 1fnst o hem ran :... tc ths .:·~ru-::l.:'...c c_, 

1•~c xic , A.nd there, exposed to the he t and mal ria O.t th low 
CGU.ntry, r,any c.f ;~hf:,":'J. '1i8d, Br-:'cr•_; thG 1•/'.:L, -:-h.~r n!.1!1:JSr d CV-I' 
four hundred warrior3, and now the bands ar united, nu.1ber li::ss 
'"han one hund·,.d wd f-i.fty.10 

its "ccu- re net:., Yang•:i,f' Coln ad8.s had •:i-:: cc- 16 th 

indic-:,_tir'n tho t th"-' unir·n ,,v J.ld be a l 1.stin:7, one. I'ht- ::kxt ~-_ 'L', ;.., ,., c 

Riv r sGuth e,f Lh'. ?incf· 'ltcn lfo 1_mts.ins. 

· or th ., , T)R ch~ in 1 1611, 11 

'J•1-tch1. ... l St·cL:, Indian '\.gent, S<>.nta F-=, ~ w n~xicc, uguc:t 7, 
1,57, tr .J. 1 •• D,nvi-r, Ccnrissicn r o: Inc.ic.n • f'1ir ... , · :.:hin;t.,n, .8., 
?.cncJr'- rsf ':.h, Cc11.i.::;sicner cf Indian '.ff~irs, 1 cccT·,anyi.nr; tlk nrhl"l.l 
-'~nr r ~ c _f ~h, '.' err +:.::irY c;. -1'(_ ~tc ·•ir" fer th y.-/11 1 ', 1 

;:Ll-i_,9, ·1 !1=1.rrL , 1jrintGr, 1 5 3), n. ; ~9. 

-, r 111 ch r 1 't c : , Indi ·m 
1 , " ~ "' 11 i n:'l, ;' i n n -

' ( l 1.nyi ni; th '1 
~ry ',h _...;;...;.__, 1 2. ( • n: 

, ri it r, 1 ;i , 

i1 h fndi 111 nL ~ 

J I n l 
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Un crt atoly, th friendly _elations that h'ld ,e us -lisll 

with the Mimb f s and M gollon wt;n t qstray in t '-· spri g of 1 Jl:ll. Ccn-

r~·Er te trocr Lrm. Tox~s seized he southe co tirns c th~ pr83L. 

s 3.tts of ow Mt:vic 1d •lrizo a belc <-,ly hirty-fc irt ;.•-1.ral~el c 

:'..a.ti tude then aLld proclai.n1ed this t .lTi tory the Co · ed,_ratc Stat_ of 

Ari zc-r a. Fe a.ring th0 7)I'esence c sc many trcq:-s, n.nd r:,_ cc urar;cd by tu 

ho;, t.il12- 8. t tit ude of t,hE: miners at ?incs Al to s, 1~ew M<=.xic o, thG J'ifir:ib~ es 

and Mogol-lon beg:m raiding f-'inos 1-1.1 tos rrnd the agricul·0ur 1 settle•~1en s 

in the V'-llloy o. the Mi11b es River •12 

In .fa.nuary, l,'%3, Man- as Coloradas was lur:::d. intc l:'in s Lltos er 

a co· ference by a do tachme t of California VolunteEc.rs , ,der C"l;;:t2.in E. J. 

Shi.r1A.'.1d R,nd sor.w ;nine s A.nd r-i-C'osn,"•,~to:r.s. he hi 

noint to surrend'3r and to tell his follrn,1Grs that ht:: ~-:cUJ..d. be !'eL,ase · 

in ten days if the Mi!llbres 0 ... :::ld t 11 g J.l0n would allow t~1c .. me:c:.c2.:. s t,.:, i::,iass 

1,12.s " b::,sc. .ently tal-::e11 t.c Fort 1-:cLse.n, .-fe\•! ;1E-xlcc, a11d tU1',Ld c-re'!' t.c 

Jcncral Joseo'n R. ''est, conl71ancle;' of the Departtm:·nt cf -1.rizcna. ' e-:;t 

inf0r,10d he chl-c,f · hgt he. w. s to be held a p.'lsorn:, 

Ja,"YJ.0 " L. Cclli..n~~, Supc.rincc·1dc11t, c India~1 1\ffai: s, .J,_,-,.., lkxi.cc-, R,,..,.-c~ 
t,h, CcnTnissicner CL~ Indi,9.c1 ~ fnirs, 1cccnpanyirw th~ n.1 al 1 ~:1crc. c' 

,LC et13r7 rt' th<:J Intr, icr for the Yc.ar 115.~ ( .. rishinr;tc.1: 1 .:..11·~,: 
;rnrris, f~in er, lVi_;), n. 1)7; a:1d Fr ,1l, D. lc.L-V<-, "'h },.d,r~l L1cl.:-Cn 
£'0licy in .Lw J.1,:;xico, 115~-li~O, IV, ChA.pter X, Th~ G"l9 1,,,,ch\j,' 1 ~ 
A•..;x.ic0 Eisl:.oricA.l Rt•1L,1, III, Jc. 3 (July, 1).3~), ..... '";2. 

l:;::s J. L. Cc•Lli.1s, ,)Ur.i1:.r.Lrt nd 11L cf Ind:!·11 f.fai.,..,, ii•· 

11,,::r.i..cc, ffi.c, of the S p8 i 1tendr-, t -f Ind" ci..:1 friirs, Sant~ F, , ew 
Mexico, (cl/bor 1(), 1~6:-', to :11.L 1 F. Dol, Co:ntissi(.1 r cf In, .. ·,n 

f'li.rs, ::i.::ihlnr;to City, Re_ ·to t,hL' Cc"1.·ti_"Picnor CL Inli.11 ~ff i,~-
f'cr h yr,o::,r 1 ,6?._ (' nrhi. H t,r i'. J. 1'. V rnn,.1t, 1'ri11t,i .~ '1~r·r ' 1 :) 

. ?3 ': n..l1d R• 'V , £.I:· cir~., nr:i. J-~ ·,4. 



o hi.s li e and t,hat h wculcl be killld if h• a tel,lJt d to escap • 1~ 

sentin,ls who wo gua ding 1angas Cclcraclas t 1.10 nights later SJ.· Gsc 1 

rod ed him wi h h,·a cd bnyone ts. . 1hsn he: a_ o c.. ram his oed t,c., cc iolain 

o th01 about, this treatment,, tho sentinels shot hin o d(:;ath. 

ord re th~ troo,s tc at tac' J.. h- camns of thE.. Mi br ~s and Mcgollcn f'r:r· 

the est o the month. 13 

Although th,se actions by the Fedrral tr000s were incsndcd t,c, 

deliver a d cisive d::,.:.'eat to thE, Hi:nbres and ~ogcllon, chest: rnach- c0n

tin ed r iding \merican settlements in southwestern Jew i1exicc until th_ 

fall of 1369. Man1:;as Ccl radas was succeeded by Lccc and Victcric as 

dual chif.,_s of the '-ari:n Spring tribe. 1hesu two TJ.E:.n had :rr1:,Nicusly shared. 

the leadership of the Mimbr0s Land. Th~ Badcn 1 ohe anparently divided . '" l.ll vl 

several bands after 1 ~63, each under a sep r'lte c1nd chief. ·Tow'"'v r, 

nany 01 'hen1 had disassoclated with the 'TRrin 0pring in 1-i':>1 ~ d a.:fili

ated with the Chiricahu':l tribc. 14 

In S8ptc,1bcr, 1 ~6'), First Lieutenan Charles E. Dr\...w, whc ha 

been apr,ointed agent, for the Mimbres and Mogollon, induced Loco t0 cca. 

into Fort '1cRac, Jew Mexico, or a ccn.H.r8nce. Th chief exnress-:.J th 

desire c these l\pache tc, J.i ve at neace wi t,h the P._nericans nd ' re '-iv 

1, reser-.raticn west cf the io Grande, nor h from 1,ht.-CcLks ng tc th 

~an '1atoo ' ountains. Drew had a st.ccnd rrt.c ting with Lccc, Vic t~rL, wd 

thn.;£. band chius o,. the 110,ollon rn Cct,Gl)t.,r 10, 1 >:J9. L said tha v 

13.,.,c~ [,(,ckwuccl, £12• ci • , l Elli" C nn r, 

1 • ' ) £.....• __ v., 
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:.h rI · 1br s 3.nd .1ogol l on uoulcl , asc their hos ti 11 t L ~.-n ...,nt 

·wuld L, U(. ·hern .. ccd nn:1 lcching, ou~ that th2 -Jc ld wait rnly -:,,, 

nth,, \lthough th_y r0c.iv d insuf icient r~ti ns -

1.rro l(rced tc ccc·ision9.lly st,1.l ci.l~.lE to sul is therase:.7.vEs, ~her:. jcr·-

• i ty ( .1_' .:,11e 'U 11b-rt'G nd He cllon rV'lained GncaPlDE:d n( ar C8.n~da Ua,JOS'3.-

the nrcae"H, Honticel:i. , ,~ew H,·xico-- er tho nc..xt t,1,10 nnd ,,n(.-half ys1.rs. 10 

.\mf,rican Contact w-..:. th the Ch1.rics.hua loac lC 

be.c>ore 1870 

The Chiricahua had li tlc contact with 4.mericans oefore 1 '56. 

Thon, t,he Butterfield Cverland 'Iail Sts.ge Company received perms icn frc:i. 

Cc chisc, thu -'-ribal chief 0.1. the three northern Chiricahua oand , to es tab-

lish a staticn in nache Pass. The station was built the next ar nd 

,,as staffed with tE.-n \mericans under '\.nthony Elder. H(, We:lS repl'3.cE.d th1;;;, 

nvxt year by James H. Tevis as the staticn ke 1)8r. 17 

The Chiricahu'J. nnaren':.ly did not fear the AaE.ric ns, -Cr the 

.:.hree ncrthern bands o.f he tribe estal·lished their 

near thG s taticn. rhey began rcunding U".) a11 stock that had str cd .L ... r r. 

GhE: s 'ltir·n and - c~urned chem. In 1859, Ccch:i.sc b ca::i.c dic,turbed b the 

i ncrea in n n,xr c.1. J!lf' ic n settlern.ents in outhc stern rizon 1d 

'1 wn.,,.. o ... E:xt0r inn':, ion -;,_f: inst the , 1eri ans at twc cc nc..:_la 

'1 t LndHi. by th_ Chi. icnhu8 and ' r .1 Spring. he ,, 1. •n S Tine- hh f s 

(''). 

rcvis, ~- _u., ) . 1 9ml '/-1(' hl 
1 

th b, t 
· 1 ·c n · 0nn cc n ,'lc t · i t}1 th Ch· .1. icah l :-i.n 11 ,·1 • n 
tr ';hnc • ~.phLc d::,t-,,q n thi<' tri 
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slightly favored U1:Ls )ro-osa1, but tle cthfr Chir-ical- 3 chi .'s ucr 

strongly opposed to it. rl vls w s l'c•rccd t0 rE::sign his pc,si ~-i rn s sta

tl .n koe er nt pache Pass dur-Lng this year oecausE ht. had killed en,_ c;f 

Cc hise 1 s clatives in self-defense. hE-n he lt.f t, c ver two i:.hc, sand 

Chiricahua were on hand to beg hi_ to stay, saying that, i he l~ft, 

n. • • they were 11uch a raid they wculd be lis t,sni_ng tc Cochis• and wcul,_... 

kill he A..:acricans cff. u 1.3 

fwo yr::1ars later, the Chiricahua dld gc -c war against thE. ..::neri

cans. C chise, his family, a brc·her, and twc nephews were rrested by 

'econd Lieutenant George 11. Bascom en false chare s of having kidna,, cd 

the adopted n of an ·merican settler. Cochise ..nanaged to escanc and 

led his warriors in attacks on tho mail station and a wagcn train. Tbc-y 

took t,hree 1\mericans prisoner and tried fer a -1e k to inducE Basco: L.C 

make an exchange, out without s cc'2 s. 1Jhen the Chiricahua killed t cir 

priscn'-rs, Lieutsnant Isaiah N. Mcons, who had relieved Base T1 in con:1and 

c" th ~roops in ,pach, Pass, retaliat,ed by hanging Cochise's brcthor and 

nerihews. ti:Ls wife and son were taken t Fort Buchanan, 'l..rizona, and w1;::re 

y 
la er released, .., The Chiricahu'l subsc uently carri don a war wir,h the 

American sc t tlc rs in s0utheastern i.rizona 'or the mxt nine years. 

l'he rul ros3. §c_nd Hot Sorinr;s , &ssrv·1 ti ns 

In 1 ;?1, 'h0 Beard of Indian Co 111issi.onL s Slant their Sl cr~tn.r,1, 

Vincent Crlyr, , "o ·.rizcna and N w 1 exi.cc with ull ac1thcri y t,c scttl 



the 1\.on he u;,on rosf•rvaticns _?O As tht valley o · th.; la.rn ,s 11i v::.r was 

hE:;A.vily nc )Ul 9.tE.d · t.h MexicA.ns, C ly1:;r dE.-cidc.d tc find a.nr :,} · 1 r. · ", i n 

r or t.hc Mi,nbres and Hog1...llon. llc ch ,se th0 vall"y 0f c.he ul 3.rosa 1 i, -.--. , 

north o· the M ollcn Mountains, and fstablishcd it. as a raservaticn fer 

th1:,se ApachE. on . ugus t, 2'), 1 :1?1. The boundaries c the res0rvati<.n u r

ten miles to each side of the river, rom it.s hcadwat.ers tc a point 

thirty ,niles down the river. 21 

Cochise hA.d made 9. brief visi o Canada ilamos in 1~70, and 

had expressed a desire for pe9.ce. Hcwever, th,.:i inadequacy o • the rations 

induced him to leave. In September, 1:371, he and an ber of other 

Chiricahu11 returned t.o Canada Uamosa and ::.nemained there til troc;-1r 

werE: sent to move all oft.he M.imbres, H·gcll0n, cmd Chiricahlla tc, thG 

Tularosa ReservB.tion in May, 1 ~72. Cmly abcut four hundred under oco, 

Victoria, A.nd Chica, a Chiricahu:1 leader, uere remcved to this res6rva

tic,n, rhe ethers fled with Cochise back to ,.rizcna. 22· 

The /.\.nache i,rho were s::tt.bd en the fularc a F.eservation began 

ma ing vigorcus n ot.est:3 n.bout the ccnditicns n the roservaticn. 'hE.n 

General O. C. Heward, a special Indian Com_11issicne:;:,, visitE:-d th"..:. .1" 

1 372, they ccmplained tc him o sickness 9.nd dE.ath ong their c: :1·rE::n, 

rr 
<'.'UVincE nt CcJ.yE::r, 1 Third :,nnual Renart of the Be A cd 

Cormn.issicners, 11 1.nnu8l RE.port of the: Com1issirner cf Indian tc 
t,hE... Secretary c the Intericr for t e Ye1.r 1 ~71 ( 1 l'.shin ten: 
C:cvernment Printing C,ffice, 1 ~72), p. 14, 

; 1VincEnt Cclyer, 11R"nlrt c,1, th( ,nachc Indian,, l: ''rizcn1 an 
Hew Mc::dcr, 11 R, ocrt cf the C -m 11issicm r of Indi 1.n .fr ir .LC r 1 )71, rP. 
L.,.7, L.,.), 1rncl )3. 



)3 

t:.hc :!..11 uri ty c_ the wq_ er, he coldness of the cli .F.h-, 1.nd ere ·a:1.1.r 

' ') 

Ll tc early 1.rcsts. "-.J 

Du_ ing the:., t-10 and one-hal years the Mi.:1br..__s, r-fogcllon, and 

Chi:ricahua occu,iied this rese_ V3.ti n, the DCYJ laticn fluct 9.ted bot·,ec.n 

thre' hundred and thirty during the su_1n ne "!cnc.hs and six hundred and 

si.xty-three during the winter. Raiding parties frequently left thE:. rc.st::r

v ticn, returning there with stolen stock which they trad8d tc hG .avabc 

for blank2ts. Those wh r9main8d on the reservaticn freouently indulg d 

in th 0 consumption of tiswin. 24 

Four hundred of these ·\pache. were _ eE1oved tc the 1 ct Sp~ ings 

Rese vation in Sentenber, 1J7Li,. 'I'his reservation incl ded the .:::an viar.ec 

and Luera ;•1ount.ains, the northern re'1.ches o~ the Black Range, and the 

.-,(,:" 

headwa er of the Alamcsa River.r.:.J The Mi nbres 3.nd. Hcgoll n were her.,-

a.fer k.-ric,n as he ''Ojo CalienLe," or 111/arm Spring," l\.pachc. 

n thcugh one hundred fa-nilies were farming en cne hund.1 eu acres 

cf land by the spring of 1d75, their eent, John M. Shaw, as o he 

cpinion that the Harm Sprin were bet er nuaJ.ified co become st0c]rn-::n 

th n f rme s. ht-y had anDarently com;:iletely aoandcnod raiding, and 

sse 111cd to bo con c.:,nted Ji th their new loc, tion. 26 

r) ') 

-..Jr • C,. k,ward, 11 ~1encr t cf .drigadier Gsnera1 C. • l • 11 " 1-rard., 
lJni cd States t my, o his econd Visit as Ccmniissic·nt.r c the n ch1::..s c 
\.rizona and 1Jcw 1cxicc, ,ith Pa.nGrs ''ccc·mpanytng, 11 ''nn al. Hvx.:.·t c the. 
Commissioner of Ind· an ~ airs to '·he _§_ecretary f thc_lnt rior for th._ 
Yf•ar 1;7? (··ashi.nrt,on: U.S. Govt_;rm1ent Printin_ (ffict, 11?~), ). 17). 

?4 :.:.",'.· Rf.'"Vc,, s_n. c1' t PP cJQ?-303 ~.... -'- .... --·, . _, ·- . 
25rbid., n. 303. 

26 
JU .J. '1. ~hnw, Jni. r.id :, tn. c- Indi 1.11 ~Gt. n t, ;:; th rn 

Indl-n t 1i~ncy, r jc Crili ntl, ic-1 t1 xi c, .~cpt• 1xr 1, 1 ;7r,, c J • 
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l'hc Chiricahua Rs..serva ion 

Prcsid nt G ant commission d C.:m,ral How0 rd in 117~ c a Eo ,r; 

o k peacG with he Chiricahua, and g1we h.Lm ft.111 auth0ri r.,y to (,St'lD-

lish a rese va tion fer them. IIoward \l<c.nt tc the larosa Reservs.tic,n 

first, where he met Thomas J. Je fords, an 'Vnerican pro so etc whc had 

'"' t'lolishsd an inti•na c riendship with Cochise. ,Jeffords ... Jromised t,c 

tah~ Howard to Cochise, and induced Chee, a nephew cf Cochise living c,n 

the Tularosa Reservation, to g 1i th tl:1CJl as their guide and a wit ~ss to 

their .1riendly in centions. Later, they adued f'onc6, a arm 3pring n,ne

gadG, to their party. 

They held ,'3. ccnference with Cochis and th"' Chiricahi.ln band 

chis..: s on Ge i:, ber 11 , 1 372. {award says that Cochi.. se was in favor cf 

settling at Canada ·• . .lames --

••• but notwithstanding the ascendancy hs had gain1..d cvt.r the 
Indians, he was not able to ta 'G the, ll the-re, :::i.nd ccnfessed th11 
Lt wcllld break 1.1p his band, a par - bdng left to c ,1ischi f in 
"...rizona; but he declared hat he cculd ~at.her 2.n all cf his D c::-,h, 
pre tect the roads and ore erve the Deace, ir the Govern .. ,1€.n we ld 
allcw hi.rt the Chirical:11.1a ccuntry, whoni his "JPcnl - h·we 9.lW ys 
lived. Ho pl6ad that it was nc righ.,_ to restr in hi 1 from gcinf!: 
A,nd co~aing like the Mexicans, ou yic lded t , y rcascns fer the 
necessity of limitinJ his reservation. 

\ second cc n1'12rence w s l:Lld the nE.xt ds.y at Draaocn ~ings, 

\rizc.rni., nd was attended by Ccchise, ten ether Chi i qh· 1. he8.d. 1, 

Hcwri: d's 1arty, and several o fice s 'rem Ferr., Bcwie. ic .J rd s " h 

bo1.1ndarics of the n::3c vation, and the Chiricah a lntercd in a rvaty 

',Ji th th"' \.r.wricans. The roserva icn incl ded pc:::-ticn cf thtJ ChiricahL .'1, 

,L"slrm o Indirn 
Cc ;ni'Jslcn 1 r c 

Yea' 1 ,75 ( intin~· 1.. f.,_'Lc , 1 1 ) , 

• ...,JI,• 
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.!r tl: n Pelcncillo, Dragoon, and Dos Cabezas Mcuntains A. 1d h"' lotiu.r-

Springs Valley. J~ffords w .s appointed ag~nt for thf Chirica u~ sriu~, 

subject to the oprcv 1 of the Indian Bure a , and revision wg_s ;w.dE:: :or 

raticns for then xt sixty days. 27 

Cochi e immediately collected his band--probably the 
' I ) 7 / / /cok a en/ 

and ' // \ I I /l~ai · ahen ccrnbined--nw:nbering four hundreJ and fifty perscns, o 

he reservation. The Steins Peak band--the /3i±?yan~/ --numbering en 

hundred and fifty persons, came on o the reservation on (Jc ober 24, Jef

fords loca ed the Southern Chiricahua band--the f1ctt·lndii/ --n nbering 

four hundred persons under their chief, I'Jatiza, on 1~ovember 1. He cc-n

cluded a treaty with then two days la er and brought them 0nto t.hG r"-'s r-

vation. 'i.f'ter this, only small -oartios of Chiri.cahua emainvd o ·f the 

reservation, in the Sierra adre Cccidental of S0ncra. The ban' chiE.. ~s 

promised to prevail upon th se small groups t join then en tht. reserva-

2· tion as soon asp ssible.-~ 

It ape ars ·hat the Chi.cicahua naintained much c·f 1:.heir tra i 1:icnal 

tConomic and soc'al patterns for the next two and one-half yE:ars. · o avoid 

confusion in the presentation of this evidencE:, the author has divided it 

into c,hree sc-c ions: (1) econcmic patterns, (~) political or ani'.3atic.n, 

and (3) social rclaticns. 

27Hmrard, 22_, cit., p. 176; and Major General l. C, 
Li e and Experiences ~ ... cng our Hos tih Indians: A R cc:cd 
Cbserv:i.ticns, Adventur, ,s, and Canr.iaigns AP.long the Indians ~ hG 're11 

0s t with som•~ ~,ccount of their Li e, Haoits, rr, its, ReligiC'n, C re-
noniPs Dr,,,.ss JavaP"r Instinc ·s and Cust0ms in and /a~ ifartf r 
, • D. ;,7 o: · hingtrn "'.nd Co 0.:·)fmy, 1907) , 

') > 
' JI'hc 11.no J. Jeffords, R,-port of the Ccn 1Lssi 

f'1ir~· fur 1,73, n. ~')1. 
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c,cl is agre d w • ll J f . 

b ~ d id ~ L r th'- Clliricah· tr 1. a 'f ·ar 1ir1Ff,, r (, , j 

of th ld r on •; wc..1.ld de s • Lv n had thr y wantc:. t,c '.:tr 1, i i.: 

dL. u t.fu tliat theo Chiric;:i.h A. cc lJ lmvu dam: so with .:uich 3 is ':.c C_( l • 

r.hat w~re r-mit8.b1r for far.1ing: the ~an Siincn Ci n ga rmd pact1, .Pae:"'. 

D ring 1 ~74, ther"' had been almost ·livers· l sickn~ss '3..'..ong th~ C 1i.:·ic -

hu,3. whc had c<Unncd Rt the ~ormer locaticm, and i vc of t11L chilJr n llaa 

ied. Je1f0r s diu nc t mcve the gency tc , iachc i--ass ,.1.ntil tnc: 13.t, 

~ . 
su.rTL:i.t;r o 1.:575, too 1 te in the year to start planting.' / 

·t the southern boundary f the C iricahua RE=.s~rvatic.,n ·,.ras en 

th, intr rm.tional boundary be ween Arizona and Scncra, it was L pcssioh 

tc rr v .... nt th Chiricahua frc raiding intc Mexico. L. Ewin D J.h.f, 

-:, p"'rintt:ndLnt c I Ji<:.rn \ffair fer 1jor Mvxico, vlsi tE-d th se _'Jacne in 

1 "}74, They ccn:il'lins,d t him that it was impossibl:; for th( chiefs ::.c 

c b aidin
0 • rhc Se,norans w ld E.:nccurage tht" .1 tc s 1;cal hcrs•-S ..1·0. 

thr Americ 'lnc, r.h~n bring then in tc Jonora or tr Rd". The rL- ' ert.- s 

1.:11-:-icws in •\rizcna ho cffi::r~d tc b y stock Ptcl1c,n in ~en ra.J. 

qrhc~qa J. Je1f0 Jc, nited: Rt. SpLcial Indi~r nt 'er 
1:-,h Chiri.c1h 'l 'nl'l.ch• "', Chiric'lhUfl Indi 'ill , .tin y Cq_ r 1, r" ,:,l r,"', 
S " , ~ 1 , 1 7 !., , tL r_.. ,-; i • h, Cc: · i.. s .. · · "r', 

nahln{t n, ll. C., nn~4l ~ c t cf th~ Co -~'l-
~· h tT 1'Y c ... Gh Int:-, r·c~ 1(' th y Jo 

,.,,._,, rn,, n'.:, ri.ntini' fie , 1 74), lo ; ~?; Lln' L d 
t,-it, • Inr ·,,n ,n· nt., Ch;.,...· 'lh 'l , ch~, Ch' li 

' i7-( 1 .... , ll t ;1, 1 ~7J, tt L • .t. i1,b, 
' ~ '1 • • ' • 'Ir h; n ,. G( n' D • C • ' ...:'-l'--1~(...;.~...;t'--, ~=---=-t h::..;.;:.:t __::C~c _ _;;__..;~::..;.;:.:-=--~c.--::..:.:.:=:.:c:.:-.:.;:;.::..:~~::. 
, 1 / , . , 10. 

,I 

1 
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Je. ord"" repo ted that Phi t, Mount in "i.pacho ... rt.qu--ntly ca:n"' 

cnto the Chiricahua Reservati 11 and used it. as a· e uge a t6r ~aidine 

int,o Sonora. He and the Chiricah a chiefs attempted t pll a sto0 to 

this n actice, but met with litt,lo success. As thG hite Mo n'ain and a 

nuinber cf Varm Spring and Bedonkohc wero living w:Lth the 

the res ,rvation, the author ass .es that the latter hree groups uc::rs 

inv lved with the White Mountain n th se raid· .31 

en 

The f~1Jache on the reservation had to lirni t th ir gathering and 

hunting activities to the boundaries o.f the reservation, since they ran 

the risk o being declared hostiles if found off of it. As they did no 

farming, they must have depended heavily upon the rations iss ed tc th m. 

Poli ti cal Grganization. Cochise died in the Dragoon M011...YJ.tains 

on June 3, L:14, o_ natural causes. He was succeeded by his eldest son, 

/

~I) [ / / 

T za, as chief of the HNorthcrn Chiricahua 11--thc; cok anon/, /
. // 'h/ ,,, 
1c i· ene , 

and /3i:.+:7 '\' ana/ b':lnds. \lt,hough Cochise apDointed T za as his succescr, 

this appointment was subject, to the aporcval of thrne bands. Jefferds 

held a conference with the Chiricahua headmen after Cochise's doath, and 

was promised that they would hrnr;Y' the terms of the treaty ·1r- long us h. 

32 r maine-d thoir agent. 

iTatiza 8.PV' ently died abo t the samo ti116 as Cc his· , f01~ 

JGfford.s rencrtod that ho was the chief of th1. /- 1d /·iI\:l~{/ ir1 1 '75. 

he ras '.llsc known as Jt1h, and sunposedly :.UC ,ePded his father 1.r: ch;_t 

31Jsffo ds, lcn rt of he CC'mmissiont~r of Indiar• 
] ,7~, p • ?0')-?10; and Dudley, QR, _..:..l•, "!'"). 3(11. 

f irs .1.cr 



t.hLs band.JJ d h · ;n 1 'n· 1
' It uilJ bo re. crab"' e t at t.rie a.t · 1 d.":l.l/ did not 

r cognizG t.ht.. authority of t,h:. Chiricahu."' ribal chief. 

,Social Relations. rh·. ccnditicns of reservation li e s e .. u .. 

hav(; hHd no eff ,ct u.pon Chi icahua socia L r la ti on._. exc_,, t t,o fcrct.. c.be 

bMd into close.c· association with each o,.hGr. '\.s stated abovL, hGre 

Here \farm 0pring, Bedonkohe, and ':hite Mo tain 1-1.p che living orc the rss

ervation with the Chiricahua. General Howard reported that Chiricah 

int~r.narriqge Rppcared to be primarily with me bers c. t ese tribes. 34 

This may be an indication that th se M.imbr0s, Mogollon, and '.1hi e Mc 

tain who were living with the / na i 'nd"/ .€' l al were either mar ied to meI'lb :rs 

of thi::, band or the r<''latives of those who werE:. 

The locati ns of the ~:eparat~ resc vations Ecstablished or the 

1 ·arffi 3pring, BLodon1<:ohe, and Chiricahua 1-1.pache frcm 1 :,Go until 1 J77 ?,re 

depic t.ed on Ivfr:1.p 3. 

Su·ni'lary 

··.lthoui erican contact v:i~h the 11 arr.1 3pring and 3cdonk he 

began thirty-one yG.ars before that wit.h the Chiricahu,, the cont cc; ex

oeri':Jnce of these threl- tribes with the /\.moricans ap'IE..ars tc h Vt. boen 

iden ical in il.B.ny res x c ts u11til 1 ,69. The lllnc ricans W<:.re _ "C1::.i VLd s 

frivndr;, nd cvc..n nrofited fron tr3.dc in stc,ck and rJ. dtJ ta 1
~n1 by h 

\~ache on t.heir Rids into M.xico. 

33J,ffordo, 1.(ncr· of h( Cc.,.riissicm .. r cf Indin.n 
1 '7 , • 20); rml Jb 1 

' ICM, £J2. cit., ·,. '17. 

31~:k mrd, F{e or t, of t 
J_;;,, r . 17 I . 

~isaic ~r 0f Indian · Cfnir, • r 
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These iEmdly relat.ions wvre broken wi h h a_ . Sr ring ir 

1 51. The Ame icans began del"landine; thet t, t.., rq:iach' b·.rndcn a· ing _d 

su "'nder all captiveG cak n in Mexico, Gold was found in the Pins 

l tos MNmtains this year, and mines were opcnt-d in t.his area wi tho t, hs 

·1 rrn Spring having been consul t.ed. Consequen Uy, they oegan making raids 

on the mining ca.mus and Ame:..ican sett.lemE..nt.s int.heir tribal te;rr::.tcry. 

tre ty \ as ne otiated -with t.he :tvlimbres, or 1 ·a- , Sp:dngs, band in 1 · 55. 

They 1-rere given an agent, abandoned raiding, and be an f ar 01ing en the 

11i;nb es wd P l ornas Hi VE.rs • 

The Gverland Mail St.age Comnany established a static..n in 4pach"' 

Pass the next year and maintained it u:ntil 1361. Du.rin this time, the 

Chiricahua had f'rec ucnt and .L riendly relations with the -~ erican -,,crscn

nel at the station. 1tlthough Cochise tried to induce his trioe c 1.-Ta ,, 

a war of extermination against the tunericans, wh wer encr achin 0 en 

Chiricalma ter i tory, hG ms opposed by the ther band chief • 

In 115 ~, fol le 1ing tho defeat of th ✓ )'fi 1brc..no band and th-.

Bedonkohe by a military e:x:pedi l:-ion under Colonel R. C. Bonneville, t,ht:. 

t,wo bands of the Varm Spring and the B0donkohe we c unittJd undt.:.r the lead

Grshin o I1anga. Coloradas. 'I'hcy began far,ning to eth(;:;r in h- s ,, le-

cations end g;:1.vr no indicRt.ion of hostile eelings tow rds the eri ans. 

Two y"n slater, thoy were given a re rrvation n ar tho TJ s~nG .Silver 

City, Jew M:t xicc, but did not h(WO a chancu tc 1 iv0 on it, b l1L ye.ci.r. 

he i.nvnsion of . r,uth rn l w 11c-xj cc by Ccnfcd r tc fo e_, fr 1 xa in 

1 ,61 re tOV'"cl th, 11 f M vt.rn-nent ontr 1 and s ri J.'Vi ion. Cc.nvG ently, 

th be , n 'l, kin, .. ~~ids n 1~ ~icn,n .1inlng r:ind ngri 1 t, l r- t t, m nt. 
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Ccchise, his family, and thro8 consang ineal r la ivcs w r8 

arr~sted the sam year on false charges o having kidnapped th~ sc.,n c1 

w 'nerican s0t tler. Cochise raanaged to es cap<:, and led his warricrs l 1 

a tacks on the li ail st11tion in i\oachc, Pass and a wagc,n train in thE:: vicin

ity of the pass. They took three prisoners and attempted tc induct> th"' 

trooos who were holding the other hostages to exchange heir priscners 

for tho e held by the Chiricahua. 1 'hen they were ref sed, thc:y "lcilleci 

their three prison~rs and th6 troops rctaliat8d by han~in 6 a broth rand 

..,we n-nhews of Cochise. The Chiricahua them began a war o ~ 0xter.rrdna icn 

against tho 4.mericans in southeas i;ern 1~rizona. 

The naj cri ty of the '·/arm Soring and Bedonkohe uiade peace ri th 

the i.mE:.ricans in 1 ;69 and remained on the Uamosa .. i V8r for he nf:-xt t\- e, 

and one-half years, in hopes that he Gov6rnr.ient would givb them a reser

vation in the area. rhey were given a reservation on the Tularcsa River, 

north of the Mogollon Mountains, in 1 :>72, but only four htmdred of them 

could be induced to go there. The others j ined the Chiric h a in .-lri

zona. Tho~e whc ernained on the Tularcsa Rese vati n ade freauLnt raids 

in ·o M,-xico er s-ocmt their tiro.e in consL oticn O.L iswin. These were 

clc,arly reactions against their involuntary rGmoval frc ,1 their t;ribal 

lands. In 1 i?4, ~hey wer€ returned tc t;he Ala_i,0s9. Riv._,r and were giv-.n 

a res(TV'l.ticn in ::.hu area, knmm as the riot; Springs R SE:..rvation. he.y 

;r1;.rc 'lrl7A.r~.ntly a~i,;;, i.E d with t,hE., lcc1.tion, ab·rndonod raidin
0

, an' began 

fa.,., 'ling ag;=dn. 

rhe Chirlc1.hun. ,J,a c giv n 1. ~ SL: :-vnti n on thdr 'wn trib:11 1, 11- ~ 

n ·c th "t ·rn ~rlzona ln 1 72. \s no t; nnt. w,.,re rw.d t;0 intrcduc 

or -,tccl< r-1Laing, the,, oache had n ono, Le t. v ·i t · w. tl 1 
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which o occupy t,hernsclves on t e ros'--rv t.icn. Their con i.ne:1~n· ::,,_ thG 

boundaries of he reservation, everely lirritcd thoir hunting and g:ith_,r

ing a civitie • These conditions, and thL fact that tho sot1thsrn bcmdary 

or th 0 re,.,0rvation wa. on the bordGr between 1 . .,..izona and the Mexican 

Stats of Sanor, made it impossible to curb raiding, though the chiv s 

madf, honest attempts to do o. 

Although there were several changes in the leadership f th.:? 

Chiri cahua, 1/ arm Spring, and Bodonkohe tribes, and of the cr.ipcsi te bands 

of the first two tribes, they followed tbs traditional 10.ode c.1.~ su.cc(.;s

sion. In conclusion, it app ars that there were only two majcr social 

changes among these tribes after American contact until 1:376: (1) -h

affiliation of the Bedonkohe with the Warm Spring and Chiricahua; and 

( 2) the abandonment of raiding by the •.farm Spring and Bedonkohe wiK ·,;t,.,_ e 

located on the Hot Springs Reservation. 



Ctl;1 i'TE 1. V 

FACTIC iALISM: 1J76-1336 

Th:. Feud Between ~:;kinya and TRza 

The Comnissi ncr of In:lian ~ffairs infor .. cd Agent Jc-_fcrds i 

February, 1376, that no ore beef could be supplled to the Chiricahua 

during the _iscal year. i\cco dingly, Jef ords directed che ribc tc Sut;}

their subsistence by hunting on the r.scrva ion du ing he n\..,xt ~our 

monthc, and a portion cf them ., oved wsstward into the Dragccn Mcu..>Jtains 

o de sc. A qw:,.rrel broke out a:rncng this er up a mcnch lar:,er, and c-.,,c 

men and g anclson o.i: Cochise were illed. rhis (..sul h:d in a ~cr,_1al 

di vision of the Chiricahua tribe into two fac ti ns. Th1:., maj C'Ti ty c

mainod with Taza P..nu hv2d eastwa d t,o establish thc,n'Llv sat tpache 

Pass, while twclv n and 1·heir f •·,-iilic.s remaint.-d in the Drar::0cn ~fo n-

a.ins tlndor Skinya, a fcrmEr war l\Jadt.r. 

, 1-inya I s .,_action bE·[;an raiding in to Senora and almP tht San 

Pedr.c Rivvr soon afterwards. C.n \oril r'J, Jeffor'" crdered Taza' grcu.'"l 

to noithcr hunt nor ca1lp H<-'St en the Chiric~hua lk tins, tl1Ln ini' r td 

r:i.11 mLli tary co1.r 1andc.. s in l\.rizona to cons id~ any Indian 

Chi Lcnhu'l Rc~"crv tic,n W' st of these •·:10 Gl'lins as h0stile . 

l d C1 t (. 

A month la tor, Jchn • Cl n1, the Incli- un 1.t S. n Ca~'lO", 

ri.:;i;cn.,, r criv;( c 1 rs fr the Co,n.mi 'J"l • A~vi h· n , 

.J ffor lei n,; h , n L, 'lnd n 

1 3 
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S·._cl C'J.r1. s. Clum nrri. vcd at Sulphur Sµrings, r izon1., with a co _0a:: y C.t 

S n Cn.rlos a d 1·Jhite M un ·a.in Apache Pc,licE:. on Ju, 4, Srvc.ral corJtrJa1i s 

of c val. y rnov,~d down t,he Sulphur "prines a d Sa. Si·:L Vall ys at th 

RIJG time and took up positions where they wculd b,., r<: dy t0 iv chase. 

i the Chiricahua made a general utbreak. 

H':1.ving observed the auprcach of these troons a d \.pache r,clic' , 

Skinya and Pi nsenay, his brother, went to Taza I s ca 1~J in an s f0rt te, 

inc· t,e e_ll of the Chiricahua t takG tho warpath with thc 1. They s11.c

cet:,ded cnly in arousing the anger o Taza and his ollowers. Ski: ye 1 

even of his followers were killed, and Pionse_ay fled the rE-sorvatic1 

with the remaining nemoers of his action. 

Clum arrived at ADacho Pass the next day and conferred ,Ji th Taza 

and his brother, Jaiche. .\.fter hu had e~:0lRi od to the7 the ull nur'lcse 

c his visit, they readily conse. t.ed to the. rGmcval of hi,ir factic •1 

The . eeti_ng had just ended -,,'1.1.0!1 Cl . was infor~1ed that thE.rc w s ar cth r 

band C 

\ n ''/ i dai • 

the r11servation li;:nc m . t.he 11So ther Chiricahuas 11--tht.. 
/ ;- d . -

Their lE aders, Jul:1, Geronimo, and ,fol e, had requcs t,cd an in tcr-

vier with Clum. He met with thor1 on J ne 3, and was told t.hat thl; / 1d,/·

" n /1/ :L dai desir~d to be remcved tc Sqn C rlc 1,1i ch tl1c. rest ,Jf the Chirica-

hua, but that th8lr carnn was locatPd tw nt.y nilea Jouth 0f the a.gc11 y • 

.L 

bringi_ g his peo l· i , and Clum ,rantc,d it. 

1Thc:11.s,J. Jrffords, 11.'lh 1di:-:i1 ~~,t,, m1.h\ i9."", 1ri::,n, 
3, l ,7S, tc J. Q. ,3mit.h, Co1111isshn. c- Indi·rn f t1.'1•s, ~ml::. l 

a th, Co~1 a~ ffRi f tc th . lC~ctnry r: ~h 
I Cr r,h Y g tr n: 1J. S, Gcv, r 1 '.h. n t 1 ;;: '11 ti 1r: I c , 
1. 3-4; cu1d Jchn .1:1. c·1u,1, 11Gt ·cniiic, 11 i t .-i., ·i :i.l 
. vi r, In, I. ·, (Jrrnw,~y, l '? ), n,il 1/+-11. 
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This band we u, in act, encamped only ten r'.li cs ,.,,o l,h pach~ 

Pas. . Cm the return o their l,c;aders, they riad--.: hasty pre ara icns and 

fled across tho border into Sonora. 4.ncthe:;r party of about .i:'crt.r Chir..i.

cahua, und r Gordo, l 0.f i:, ab ut th( same tLne .r r the Iot S'Jr ngs R~ser

vntion. 'I. member o. Pionsenay 1 s faction came in then to asv on what t~r-~1s 

his group nig t surrender. Cl ·n disari.Jed hira i;1.11ediatc..ly and Svnt hi: as 

a guide for ad tachment c_ ~nache Police to arrest icnsenay an any 

others thby found in his camp. They return<cd late, he next aft,,_,rnocn with 

Pionsenay and thirty-eight other prisone1·s. 2 

Throe hundred and twenty-five Chiricahua began the JlOVe"1efft tc 

San Carlos on Jt.u1e 12 under an esc rt of the •\pachc Pclice. Cl m lef r, 

for rucscn tho same day to deliver Pionsenay to the civil au·hcrit,ies 

there. He was 1 et the next a.Lternocn by two deputy sh...:ri fs fro1:1 rucscn, 

and surrendered his :ffisoner tc them. 0 even hours later, Pionsenay ,nadc 

ood his c;~..:a'.oe, Tnza 1 s faction -ir_·ivod at. San Carlos on Jun1.. 16, and 

we s locat..;d o:r:i the Gil3. River near t;h2 orc:sent Fcrt Themas, l!'izona. 3 

Taza was a member of a party of t.,renty Indians roiu thu . 'hi e 

Mountain R0servation who made a trip to the ::..,ast thr::-• .:ncnths latGr un r 

Clwn'"' sponsorship and suuervisicn. Taza di.c of 'Jne:..u ~nia in '•shingtcn, 

3epte, "!ber 26, and w, <" Luricd with ,uli tary h n rs in the 

2se John P. Clun, ~-cit.,·,},,,, 1~-20; and Jr,Jm • Cl., ni.tcJ 
Stat.cs Indian \grnt, San Carlos, \:rizonn, Lcto02r, 1 ~76, tc J. C. ~ .i -11, 
Cc 1rni.ssir ncr CJ. Indian ~,ff aL's, .;.;:n:.;:;.c""p-'-C'.:a.r_;;t;.._.:oc;:f;.._.;;.;;h~ec..-;C:;_c;;..;m.;;:;.'""':u"'"· "-s""s;;;;;i.;a.;;;;n..;.L.;:.r;.._.:oc;:~:.....;;I::.::n.:.:=..'i::c.:3.l=1 
~· airs fer 1 376, o. 11. 

3n port 0f t.h,, Cc.,111i.rni_cn,,r 
tc;nt:, c :~hr, Interior, C.1. .i o 

1.;7fJ, t '·ht Jc· ta·y .i 

Inlie.n ~f.L.,jrn t" 1 ,7".i, 

o' In t.nn ,..ffaL''1, ,J. l. S1.itl, 
Incliau \ _ "ir"', · "'hingt J1, D. ; . 
h Int .;er, ~L, ... ·t cf ch Cc -
. ~::vi ii. 
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CcngrLssi ,nal Cern tL ry. 1!€ was c cc"' dcd as cad chief cf t, 

by hio yow ger brother, NaichL /:-

St ess nnd CcrL lic t, on :.he 
Hot 3nrinf,'3 Reservatic,n 

By 1 '376, th, Apach8 on 1c d e, Jr rings .R.,.,s0r ation appeare:d tc, 

be s cure in th6 b0llef that t_ ey inally had a pc;;rmanent, :1c.._J.L- ru d, w..:..th 

the -:-::ception of a _ ew rest.less ones, cmrtent with their lift this re. 

Poli ti.cal stabili ·y Sl ~neu to be i!1aintained by the ~ac that all ;:- ~hF 

' ands on the reservation-- the 111-linb_ cs, 11 ' 1Mogollon1t ( the ~-1i :1b:;_ sno oand 

of ths 1-iarm Spring and the Bedonkohe), and Mescalero-- 1,18re under St;;par-

a te chiefs 1.-.rho assu:.'Jled no authority over any other bands than their own. '.J 

This apparent p;,.,13.ce and tranq illi ty was overladen ,-.rith dlscv .

tent on the part of the y llng warr:'..ors. Sevf.ral raiding partie-s le_ t 

the rasorvation in April about the sams tin that Skinya I s facti n le t. 

thE;; Chiricahua Reservc.tion. Cn one uf these fnrays, the;y stole a lot. .f 

, ulE:-s and hcrsE: s and b::'o ,1i1~ ::,hem back cntc. tlls :res rvatiun. Sou,. cl' 

the stolsn nt ck were eaten oy thG 1pach.:', soue wc::.~e sc•l<l by th-211 to 

che~t co the rightful owm:.rs. ThG chll,fs agr , d in council t pay r 

these, that hfld b-::en eaten er sold fro:r. th ir qnnui ty ar. 1. rcrria icn. 

4u 3/\. re 1, QQ, cit., r • 15;-,. 

5J. 11{. .i .-:.•1, LJngcd ~"'t.1.t,..:; Incfa .• \rrcnt, S uth ~-n '."''lclC' Ind.L 
'\g ne,y, (J0 CA.li-nt.c, uw ;'exicc, ,., ·11tc"1b r 1, 1 '76, tc J. 
1i""'·cn r cf IndiAn J.foi s, Tt Lrt. of th Cc1'.1iss.:.0nL.~~ o: ;.,_=-==;a._-"'-=:...:;;.:::.:.,:..;. 

for 1 76, p. 112. 

r,I ,·.d. .1.iG d Cl/' tn on the art i thl , 1i .L ,~ ., t--d, 11 l 
O!l 1-,hn.i:, th :7 11 ar,ily d L-· 'ir.J CV 

,.. 
tlh LU. ,. C ' .. 

1. ' CJ ,'111 LI .J cl .1 ~I' d ~h'l.t th, ?, de n1'oh w l' 

in u th ~ nr >01' nr;. 
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h , ""rival o he Chiricahllll u.nd0r Go1·clo in .J 1 , . ..1--:t h•w;; hg_d 

n rc1, nd f E...C t, llnon the •\p che on the 1Ic t ~~orings rl~ c~~v3. icm. hen 

J :lE's D·w· s ronlac~l' o\h w a.s their ogGnt on ( ctober 1 ~, 1 17 , he 'cund 

hi3 clmrges idl., denorali~ed, and re olli ·L1s of ~11 control nd ~es-

tr~int. In hopos cf cutting an end to their fr0~UGnt tiswin oarties, 

D · Ls c-1.l~ the corn J.. -=i.t.t0ns to '-l miniinur'l an osgan issuing be(, on the 

blocl<- ins teA.d oE' on the hoc • The latter w done because the ,pache 

1-rcu.ld drivE t.hc cattlL i SllGd them c.Lf t,h-:-. reserv1.tion arid sell t c.;1 tc 

wh-i__ tG t.radurs .for corn or '· hislcey. These rnsasures p_ cvbd to bG t0tally 

in?ffective, for the 'l.pache sold their : ations ~n nl ce of t e cat ulc. .• 

-rh~ Chiricahua Reservation was abolished by exc .1tive ordE-r on 

(ctcbor JO, 1~76, and restored t.'.) th8 public J.,iaain.J \~hill,; it w s nl.., 

1 . ~ ,.. . .Lh /11- / \11- //' 
onge:. ccnvenisnv l r r Pionsenay or V e I do. l dal; tc takt; refug0 frc:1 

their .-iursue-_s i_n the ·1ount.ains of this rsserv'ltion, this handica'J had 

nc ::mr cciable e f-ct U',cn th0ir re.iding. They est.ablished th"":r head-

c'Uo_rters ei thcT in the Si.Grra de la McderP of Sonora er on the Hot Srrint,;,3 

L serva '-ion. 

he~ c -JC r8 rr perts early in 1 37'1 ·hat these· hustiles wer tr dinr.-

,::.t.ol"'n st.cc 1<: tc \hit.1" trader-~ in t,.hQ s0tt.l ·k.n·s 3.lcng the, ·o ,r ri.J.c.. 

7,Ja,n<.!G Davis, Jnitc d f-tatcs Indian \f!unt, Southern - "1Ch1.

Inrli·rn ~g(:mcy, r j• , liente, l'lew Mexico, Au st 1(1, 1 ;77, t. E. L 

Cr 111.i "Sien of Indi:1 .. n \ff'tirc, II.rm i:i.l Re:, 10rt rf th\ Cc"lr11issicn0 1• 

Tncli qn \ff,1.i_rs tc tlw ,Sccrc: t1:i.ry cf the Int.cri r f r the. Year 1 )77 

( a_,hin1;tcn: • S • .'rvt rn.1cnt r'rin'~ing lfficr, 1 j??), n. 1();:. 

::icc 11Lx-cutiv,_, oraGr,, f. -g,ulishin 1·, 1..nlal•g_:_ni::, r i-1.. 

l ri1.n r~::;irvqtLcns, n.l3C • r,t,c ine: C(rtni Inhan ''1.. . ."'L'l'V'9 • 

rlc ~'1 n, i:n"1 ' . .,y 1/~, 1155, t.c, ( ctt '-" ~"' 11 

1i'l~,Lcw vL' Inrl-i_.on ff'lirs r,c h\ 

-~~~-•~?- ( Ashlncton: U. J. Gcv rn 
'1~· r1.1::tirn bly crnvi.n l th, 1 

.1. ur I 1;0, n wi tr th i , 1 

n • 



Jo report. had ou,n made ol t.hcir prcsenc~ en ho de..., Jprirgs Rcserr1G..:.~n, 

nd \gF·nt. Davis had be(..n is uing blankets and rA.tions t.o the,:i. C0.·u:tis

sioner Hay telegraphed t.o Jchn P. Clu..'11 en Ma!'ch ?O, 1 '77, inst.rLlcUng 

hi '.l t take his \pachc Police o Cj o Calic.n te, r.Jc:w Mexico; arrss t the 

hostilE:· ; seize all stclen prope ty in t.hcir oossession and return it Ge 

the right.ful owners; and remove the hostiles o 8'7.n Carlos, whGre he ·,ms 

tc, confine their leaders in t.hs agency g rdhose on charges o aLlrde!' 

and th<:.ft. 1 

The Removal cf th~ \>)ache 91 the 
Ioi:, S2rings Rvservation 

':'h'Jn ClLl.m arrived at uj o Calientb month later, a sect h::; had 

sent thore a fo;,1 days in advance informed hil1 that. GeToni'"'lu w;:i_s them en

camped about. three miles nron the agency with bEotueen eighty nd cnL 

hundrE.d .LOllowers. He also lear ed that the troops he had ex ected r,c 

arri VG the m.x t day ;.r( Ll2.d not be able tc j c-in 1 · until Anril 22. Clu..:i 

decided that he wculd have to act with.cut t,ht:;; trccps if hG was gcing to 

accomplish his J11.issicn. The doLai1.s of this, the. only capture of 'r-in-

i 11c, arc not. ',0rmane tc the pUrDoses of this st, dy, as this c .~)t ·c. 

not nut an end to G€,rcnimc I s faction. 1C 

Cl m had all of the Chiricahua on the r serv tion bro glt in::. 

ths aGc:ncy at Gjo Calient._ and k~,nt there d r clc se .., rveilr.mce, b ~ 

r:ok no i,r1~1ediat-., acti0n llf,ainst the 1:Ja ;,1 Spring. Cn , ril ?3, h. r"

c lve,d ordc.rs f cm Cun:nissioner IIayt t,e, t Jro all of h8 1. ach... n th 

1

)sc .Jchn P. Cl m, 11',eronL K, ,. . ?3 ~nd ?6_; and \ cdw rth 
Cl 1, QQ• cit. nn. ?('/;. 1rnd .~11,. 

1 ( ' John t • Clu 1, 11G r ni 1c•," p • :? -'.':;-~. 
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Hot Sorines Res rvatlon to an Carlo3 iL h, had th: 1.p rcval o the 

,ni lit ry a th ri ic,s in 11T6w Mexlcc.. Th y hr arr,ily a cri:;d t s pre se 

r1::1oval, and Cl began -:iaking arrange:nc..nts to sffGc it. 'e 'l s r~ hav ~ 

had th1...-M1 ·sctle .. o living on the resE-rvation rJ'·urncd o their om s r-

vation at ort Stanton, New Mexico, as they uorc: no·. incl ded in his 

llE-ad counts cf the Chiricahua and 11ar.:-i Spring •11 

ThE three hundred aDLt fifty-three Chiricahaa, Warm Spring, ar~ 

a .. filia od Bed,nkoh•a c:n the Hot Springs Reserv tion uEre assembled t the 

acrency en May 1, and were started on the four h ndred rule j c l.lrney r,o 0aL 

Carlos. Unfortunately, a s!llallpox G 1 id 'r.iic broke cut dllring ths !!larch 

and ei ht of t.he -i.pache died o.f it b0fcr- th0ir companions reached .:.:a_ 

Carlos on May 20, i'Jinoteen priscners, including Geronimo, were confint:d 

in the agency guardhouse, while the rest cf the exiles uc.rE: locat,a n-=2.r 

the present GeronLno, rizona. Their leaders were instructed to bring 

all of their -oeople to the sub-agency at Fort Thomas once a week to be 

counted and receivA at.ions. Four of the men w0re an:;ointed tc the 

nat.i ve police force, and Victcrio was added to the council of ,\•1 che 

judges •12 

The smallpox began to take a great toll of thLse 'pacht after 

t,heir lcca'ion en the, hite M untain Reservation. Bc.tzinc,z says that,: 

l r pr opL were terrified, for that a flic t.ion d h.r s r~ cv d 
deadly to the Indians. Many rt'oachos Wvre G"-ricusly oicl·, sc t 

did, Thow whc, di.l no at once ccnt.r ct th, disease :J.C'V"d t.h<.i 
n.ns into tht tc.-il 1} rncuntains t t.h1, 1orth hoping that tht. h.igh

, r al ti r, dr would be no ,'E. hGal thy. 'ho. G whc rtc:1aaint: l 1.lcne h 

11c)u:i \iocdwr-oth Clum, cp, clt,, n. 2?9-?4.>; and J<.h1 I. l 1, 

11 err nirnC', 11 , 35. 

1 ;- u dwcr th Cl 
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r··vl::?r too. care cf th .11sclvcs e.s bLst ·hey cu lcl with..., t any h(,lp 

en th0 ag-:ncy. 13 

re make matters w rse, i:.hc. Jan C r-los :Jachs, en who::,~ ri Jal 

11.ndc they WLr·e locatE;d, regarded thE:- ns.ow omcrs as intr11dtrc • 

.Jays that this anirn.osity was r._,ciprocat1;;:d by thE- latter, whc 11 • 

faiJ.sd to make a satisfactory adjust1n nt tc, thG r estsrn .pach1:;;, ro~ 

wh m they considered th<=-mselves .,eparated by a sharp di fE::rence cf di

alect and customs,!! 14 

Further Outbreaks and Factionalisi'.l 

Vhile dissatisfaction with their physical and social ccnditLons 

was " a':...~.:i.n\f a contributing f1.ctor in i'.!l.pelli:1,_; · he \~"IJ-.n:l ::,;-,ring tc lcaV1.., 

th·· 1·, servation f ur n0ntl1. later, the principal ca.use was heir feeling 

that they bad been unjustly removed fror:i the Hot Springs Reservaticn. 

Cver three hundred of them, including a "'ew Chiricah a, left Fort 1hc as 

en Sent0rnber 2 and headed for the Hot Springs Reservation. Three cf the 

chiefs with on~· hundl'ed and eighty-seven followers s rrcndGred at Fcrt 

•-Jing .to, Hew .. exico, on Cctober 1J. S ;venty others s rn:ander d later, 

and aJ.l two hundred nd sixty were taken to th- Hct 3·Jrings R1;;scrvatic..n, 

where they were held undE-i' the ch2rge of t.he: -lar Dep trnent •15 G rcni ac 

and his family .joined the 
/Il l\n I/• 

1 cle·i dai/ under J-.ih in another outbreak in 

1.3Be tzin, z with Hyt, 2£, cit., p. 47. 

11•1',fc.rris 1dward Cpl er, 11 A Chir:i.c h Ar,achL I s rl. count the 

~. rr.nLK C 7:>l'l.ien of 1 L6," 1kw Ncxico riistlrical 'III, ,0. -~ 
(rJctco..,r, 1')33), p, y·)1, 

15,, 1- ·cl •1- ')'> • d R t() f 1-1 C 0 E.; ,CJC.t\.1·JlC , o. ~•, p, ,__,__, n lpcr L vll 1-
n __ s_G-'-i_o_n_._r_c_· f_I_n_d_·_lar ____ 1 ___ f~f=a-"'i.=r_.s.....;;;;f"'"'c-'-r_1_~-'7-'7'--._o.'""n"'"c1""""""_1_>7 .... 0.._/, 1,1 . 2l1 -'"'1, and x..-x.x.:.. , 
resp c ti V" 1 . 



111 

cril, 1 'i7 ,.1u 

ing and Chl icah 1. en th 1Ic t Springs Res(.. va ticn 

h d rt~~ined at place sincu thoir rElocation thee, b~t in Cctcbcr, 1 l?,, 

o· ders c ne for them to be re i~urned to San C"rl o. Tl cy we:,r · th, n ass J. -

bled at. the agency or a cnnfE:ronc", at which thesb crdcrs we c annctlnced. 

Lcco and the majority of thP other 11.pach~), wishing c B.void _11 thc.r bleed

sh d, consented tc• -c;he r1;.,movsl under strong protest. Victoria and _Jana, 

however, re usE,d to leave the Hot Spr · ngs Reserva ion, nre erring th~ 

wartot.1 te li~'e at ~an Carlos. Dur·ng the pren.1.rat.icns or the rernoval, 

8ighty Var 1n Snring under Victoria and Nana fled to hE: Black R1ng0 scuth 

of the res~rvation. Loco's ft:tction were - emoved to San C9.rlos wit Oi.H 

urther diffic lty. 17 

In December, 137 ~, Nana and ixty-two other hcetiles car'.IC cnto 

the .Mescalsrc Re.s2-rvation at Fort Stanton, Ncw Mexico, seeking asyl n. 

They rem1:1.ined there "or thE next seven ~acnths until they were joined b 

Victori and th~ rcI',aini.ng hos tilea. '111 of r,l1e '.·1ar a 3pring and tw 

hundred ,-,nd fifty MGscalero left thi reservation in Ap· il, 1j7~, and 

b:: :rn r'9.iding in c ther 1 ew Mexico, northern Chihll:lht1R, and wes rn 

exas. Tho raaj c i ty o th .m, including Victoria, W\3_ e ei thcr dead or 

c1.rtur~d After lctobcr 3, 11~0. I~n, whc h~ escaped aithor fat1..,, led 

th~ re.-:11.in · ng tfar~1 pring, Mec'C8.lt l"C, an a i'ew N v<:1.h he stiles n a 

Jon in atirn ;: '-he rFLidin, un t:.il . tgus t, 1 ~ .;-• 1 3 

16sc ocdi,wrtll Clurn., QQ.• cit., n. 2(,1; -ind 81..,tzi r. ·-i.th 1y, 

~- £2_~., ). 7. 

.,--, L:x; 
1:,hnr, r,h 
1 ri t~ry 

1 . 

l 

· · cl n 

c • cl t,. , , 1 • 

cl t.:,, ..:an C'tr L 
th.1. hi.. ,,:::; in 

rh C. vL L t. 1 
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t ny 0.1. the \.forrn ;3l)ring, Chiric h a, arm LJedonkrh8 nc11 e,r, 

· t(:. '1ou.nt in Res,:rvat.ion enlis t,...,d 9-S s o s ir the U i i:,_,d St ks r .. y 

·o h .... lo hunt, down the hostiles. 1'-J Thuy had lEarned from past cxperiuncu 

th t their enti tribes were blamed when host.ile factions broke .;he 

peg_c~ with the Ame:ricans. It j_ probabl-~ that, they so i:rh enlist :icn r. as 

a means f destroying thls thr at. to tle sa et.y of heir tribes. 

The rest of these A:~1ache rema:im,d at peace on thE ,1hite Mc _tain 

Resorva.tion until 1S32. They were not allowed o leave th0ir camps near 

San Carlos except when they went to th(, a.gooey once a -.reek to dru., their 

rations. Few of them shewed any inclination to begin faring at this 

location. 's a .c?sul t, they beca.rne totally dapendent upon t.he ratio s 

or their subsistence. The a.gent often cheat.ed them at th iss , and 

they freouently had tc cress thf San Carlos River while it was in flocd 

co get their rations. However, they had decided to live with these hard.

ships ra ·her than attempt anc c.her cutbrcal' as an expressi n of t.ht:ir 

riE:,vances. 20 

Gne hundred and eight under Juh and Geronime r1c: turm.d 

to tho 1 hitc Hcunt9.in Reservation in JHnuary, 1..:i .,o. They hq_rl beC'n p r-

:su.adsd tc de sc oy a Captain tI, skell on the staff cf Gen, i·al 0
• B. i ill-

cox, cc ,uandPr cf thr De par :ne.nt f . Z1 rizcn, It we lcl Pl 1.:nr ht they 

of the \me ic n Indian cries, 11 Vol. 51; N r·nan: 
(klahono. Press, 1;5'3), po. 161-1)4. 

he University o 

1'3se tzlnez with iy , ...!:.• ci ·., P''. 54-55. 

?OTbi.d. 

?1J, J. c. riffnny, Uni~rd 'tRt ~ Inii n I C 
rizcn-:t, ugu<Jt 15, 1;·, tc, tll Ccn. n r"', 

.~ the C011mJr,,icwr of lncllrrn t' 1irG r 0.1."' 
~=;...:...:;'---'-'--'--;....;...-·; 

Yn.1r 1 ~() 'n"hLn ·t, n: 1 rinti1 
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had gro n irt.d o con.:1tant warfar<::: and wee preTJa E.d t liv1:.- in p{.,ac .... 

on thf ~se v lon. 

None of tho Chiricahua, v-:ar-rt Spring, or Be,lon'<c.he participa · ed 

in ~he religious insu rection of the; hite Hou.ntair, Cibec.ie, and San 

Carlc,s _ oache during th" s mmer of 1 )i'.31. Hcwever, when roops wt::rc sent 

on 3 'ptember JO to bring two O.L the 1 lhi 1:;; Mountain chiefs, G-ecrge and 

Benito, and their bands to Fort ThGmas for trial, both chiefs flc,d o thv 

Chiricahu.a camp. Th, l JO alarmed thGse 'lpache, tlu t sevcm y-f our c the~. 

left the reservatil, during the night, accompanied by Benito. 22 

A Brief Confederaticn 

As 1Jaicho, ti tu.lar chi<:.:r of the Chiricahua, and th, f ou band 

chisfs of this tr:i.bc--Ju.h, Chato, Chihu.ahua, and Zelo--had taken p rt i 

the outbreak, Lcco assLLnEd the lEadership cf the Chiricahus., lfar;J S·or::.ng, 

and Bedcnkohe whc had rmnairn,d en the r ::,serva tion. J 1 1 and J ichc sen 

wcrd in January, 13 2, t,ha t they Wf. re planning to inak ., a raid intc :ffi-

zona several months later and would expect the \pache undt:r Lo to j cin 

thc:::"l. at that ci-,K:. ·rhcse whc refused to go would be ] illed. The he stiles, 

led by ,hiche and ChA.tc, ca-;--1e c..nto the reservation en \pril 1?, d ..:'creed 

he ,acL~ic facticn under Lcco at gun noint to take thn w rpath with tht:J 1 

tack to .fo:xicc. 23 

?2Repcrt. cf th~ Cc11:11issi.on r of Indian fairs, 11. 1rict-, i) -

..,1.rt.1,nt cf -hr Interior, Cfficl., o Indlan ·.ff ·rs, 1nsllin[; en, ( COtr 
?I,,, 1'~,1, t"' thr Sf•crc-t,•iry of th-:. Intu~-Lor, '\.rm 1.l Rcpcrt 0f thl Cc1-
ii ~·:::icn c InJ.inn ' f13..irs to the Sccrv ~1.ry f tht In ri r f r tl ~ 

I~~~l· 1, ,1 ( o.shinP"t(n: U. S. l,cv,rrun nt 'r ntLnr C fice, 1 ~ ;1), J"'·,. 
vii· -.x:. 



_hi.., host:,ility wa.J totally witho t prE:-cGdE-nt, ;) tis nd-c._stm1-

ablr.;. By arcing th: oacific fncticn of the Chiric ~hua :rnd 1far ~pring 

t< ah the warp t:,h with them, the hostiles werL, able to t11ify both trio1;,s 

and effectively check the fact.ionalis.a that had divided thE:m, hcst hos-

t.ile lr: ade s who were not chiefs in any sense, such as Ge_~onL1c and Aan

gus, a son of Mangas C oloradas, had the opportu..rii ty to strengthen tht;ir 

pers nal followings. 

B ,tzinez c'1y,, t.hat a commc;n subject o discussion . ong thes 

,, ache in the early 13d0 1 s was the fact that they were unable tc .Cc.rm a 

strong confederation. It appears that the hostiles had done so. Thei::::-

success can be measured by Betzinez 1 s statement that this ccnrcderaticn 

consisted of Chiricahua, 1farin Spring, Mescalero, San Carlos, hit Mcun

t.ain, and other Apache (presumably Bedonkohe), as well as a ow 1~avaho. 

The accrE:tion f Nana's grou in August, 1332, explains the prcsenc 0..1. 

Mescalero and Navaho in the confedE.ration. Th'-' San Carlos 

Mountain "pache in it had joined at the time o" the "arced outbr1:.,ak. 

Juh and Geroni c were the principal lead s of the confcderation. 24 

Cn May ·15, 13'.3, a dct ch·1.ent of 'm-chc 3cout:,s bclcnging to an 

expeai ~icn under General -·~.:-crgc Cr ok sunrised th c ":I c:f Chato ~.nd 

Benito in the Si0rra H:J.·· ·· J.inera whih, mos of tl1v ,ien Ht:;re A.v ay. h y 

ca,.., t· red a n 1oer cf the wo a-:m and childrL-n qn all c thl c ·~ G :-- liu 

Cc 1n11nicati m w s cs tabllshed with he other hos tlJ.L ca:1p"' thrc,ugh t.lr 

wcrnE,n, and the luad",rs were induced to cc 1~ in f r n~gc ti ticn,,. rhL 

hcc-til~s W" E; connlctcly demo alizod by th<:' f ct that th·ir str 1ghcldG 

0, 77, 111 
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we e n lonuer ir,1pregn ble, and begged CrooJr tu 'lCC(:.p c their sJ.rr nd 

and rct ·n them t,o the 1 hi tt. Mountain Reso vaticm. 

I'hri.:-e htmdr d and twenty-,.'ive hostiles, most of thE. 

, E,r1.., returned to San Carlos. Among then were Chih ahua, Lace, BE-ni tc., 

_Jana, and Kaahtenny, a 1,!arm Spring wax· leader. Abcut two h dred ochers 

remained in Mexico under Juh, Geronirn., taiche, Chato, Zele, and Hangs. 

Crook had permitted the;ru to stay there until they had 1sathered their 

scatter J followings, which these h,ad.ers were m.'lJected to oring into 

Jan Garlos. They too- advantage of the favor to increase their herds of 

strl~~ stock, which they hoped to trade to the reservation Indians en 
'),. 

their return.""J 

J h was drowned in the Casas GrR.ndes R_'ver during the s rrner C' 

1 :>o3. Geronim then claimed leadership of all of the hostiles remaining 

in Mexico, but. was accepted by cnly a small ccntingent of his and .Juh 1 s 

personal followings. Na.iche and Zele surrendered with about thirty-six 

followers in late Gctober 1 and wore followed several weeks later by fifty 

to sixty hostiles under Chato and Mang s. Geronimo surrendered with the 

rem.aining hostiles in 1,pril, 1 Sd4.26 

F.:conomic Ch:1.nr,08 ..11 rurk y Cre,. l· 

The ex-hos t.iles we_ o tempo arily located on tho bo tom lan 's c 

the 8':ln Carlos Ri.vE,r un il all fi-,,-G hundred and twelv~ of th m were ~ck 

en th6 reservati n. '\s the War Denartment had been given 11 a thcrity 

25,., 1 ,_. d .:>08 ,OCr,wOO , 212.• 
cit., op. 56-5') and ~7-71. 

?G,. D · I t D • )( o r. ~ an '1.Vlfl, ill. c i t. , ,p. Tl- 1 , .4-1 01 , R.lld 11 • . 
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cvs.r t,h"" :, Li1- tenwt. Br:LUon Davis we.s asslgncd as th ir im.."l<"diaL 

fJUperviso • In May, 1 Bl.,, t,h,_' Chiricahu Ftnd 1/a'"~i.1 S')ring wG1·e ~llm.r1:;d 

to scle:c t, a .,,i t1;:; on t,he rl:!SG v .ticn f r their pe :nanent SL t · lE, [Jent and 

ho.33 ·rkcy Creek, a no the n tribut,a:ry o th0 Blad· Riv'-"r.~ 7 

Plan. had beE-n made since tho first grcU;J of hes ilcs returned 

o ths reservation in June, 1 cn3, to est bli.sh t em in s ,. c: sEcl -s p-

ocrtine ind.us try. \s Davis wrote: 

'i'url{ey Cree1r had no water for agricultu.::-al purposes, nc:r was there 
any vacant J.and near Fort '\.pache uitable to sustain any largt n 
be:r _ them. Nomads .. er gener ticns past, their natural ben0 \l s 
the acquisition nd can o animals. 1,J~ u opcsed that they be given 
hcep and ew ccws tc start with, hoping that. in t,ime thE-y would 

become i_ndependent, rieaceful, and prosperous as th..;; , ·avaho. I be
lieve the Goneral would have accepted our view, but t.he Indian 
Bureau at 1:Jashingtcn was again in the saddl and far .. ers they were 
nad, to be .23 

In acco dance with the wishes c1. the Indian Bureau, i:.h ex-

hos ilss were ti VGn a dozen light wabcns and a clcuble set cf harness 1. er 

each, a dozen plows, two dozen o~n u1Cre Jic1<:s and sh vcls, and a "ew bag.s 

of seed. Evon had they kno-wn ho',r co us - these L1plemen ~s, th re , ere 

h-=trdly enough i:;o get five hundrdd an twelve nomadic i'i.pach8 and .favaho 

started in sub:3is tence 1 aruing. 29 

rh:o cx-hostil:::=,s were lo i:i.tE:d on T l::ey Crt-e_- in J (:,' 1: ,4, an 

were j cine cl sc on af tC'rward by tl:tirty-~ight Ci bee c and · 'hi tc ::Vic t.ain 

27 ThE-' : hit(,, Hcuntain nnd San Carlos pach1:: iilclilbers c.f th c n
fcd',rR.tir n ~-,ere appa -ntly returned to th0ir fcrm,,-r carn.p"' en t· 1.:. reser
vaticn. .he Bcdonkohe, M•·scalcrc, nd N v ho lived •lith the Chiricahua 
Rnd \·Tar-ri Spring n,i ,;rere idontifitd r-. Chirical1ua wr ar 1 Spring. 

? 5B ·t~ D -7' J. vOil aVlS, f\,,. 7? and 1 o;::. 
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ach(. B, tzinez says t:,hat those who SG t tled along GhG ,_,ad. c ., r:lr y 

Cr ek did v's;ry w..:11 wit:.h thE::ir crcns, planting corn and pctatces c.ht

first year and corn and barloy th0 n0xt spring.JO The: C iricc:1. ua vie 

were now faru1ing must have learned the agricul u.ral no nr.,ds hey m

ployed from the other Indians on Turkey Creek. 

It is obvious that the ex-hostiles never acqui ed he skills 

n0cded o becc•me subsistence far, r::,. Robert Frazsr, a c rresp0nding 

secretary c,f the Indian !lights Association, visited the ',~hit Ho 1tai 

Reservation in 1334, He rc.,und that one hundred and s,2ven~y-0h .. 11.~ache 

on Turktsy Creek were farming en seventy-five acres of 1and by rather 

crude methods. Old cans were used as ral(es; the plows wers pulled by 

the -\.pache themselves; and the surpl s cr,:.:co'3 were transpo tcd to mark1::,r, 

en the backs cf the Indians or thosE., of their ponies, instead of in the 

wagons that had been given to them. tith so r any of then .i:arming en so 

.few acrGs of land, it is obvious that thoir )ri1a8.:c-y source s bsistc, cc 

w s their ra'ions. They also supplemented the rations with wild plru t 

feeds and game found /'.¾.long Turkey Creek or in the vicinity f Fort 

'1,ache. 31 

/.\l though these Indians were certainly r.1aking an hems t atte . .ipt 

to become successful armers, their efforts ,1erc du med o failure, The 

civil ,1.gent at 0 n Carlos was rtolaced in Janur:1.ry, 1335. Th1:. nc-,1 gtnt 

1..) )Oint cl an gecncy h( ad far~1cr, who stc:)nod the work en the irri 1.t:.cn 

JOBrHtcn Davi . .,, o'), it., ,-,, 10r); · nd 0tzinez ith \r , s:__. 
ci i-J. , 1. 1? 5. 

31Rubcrt /rnz, r, rht A,)achcs cf tht \hitt- Mo ntain) ls, rv t, en, 
.rizcmi, r ,ct :11 de for tht IndLnn Ri ,ht 0 s:.:-cc',it,.L n in 1, 4 t'li1-

ad }rhin: rhc Ind2.1.n [U.{ht:.f', sru·c~atlcn, 1 »'.J), )"\, r .rt 11-1 ; 'lll 

ri ,'·,rn 1, vi", C-2• .Li.1.,, DP, 1()7-10'. 

UNIV R..,ITY OF OKLAHOMA 
LIBRARY 



cli ch._,s being d Cf , by the military. Cn Jan A.ry 17, thr :igont atk :"' t~ d 
r, 

to seize the tools that had been issued to the Indians. .) 

Liou tenant Davis ,lJ.ade an inventory of the Droperty bclonr~ing te, 

che Indians on Tuckey Creek during ths s;-:iring of this y.:-r>cr. H- fcund that 

number of their pcnies had been traded t the '·'hi te Moun· in Apach-" or 

to expeditions ''ram the Navaho Reservation, ano. tha~ s. n 'Uber of ths t olc 

and plows had been either traded or gamblad off to the 1, hi t0 Mo ntain an 

Cibecu.e Apache. Most of the wagons had been d 'lag0d th ough t:ususe and 

3~ 
w-re beyond repair. 

C:ne of Cpl er I s informants declar'3d that these pache had felt, 

that they were bd.ng forced to abandon their old cultural att.::rns wit.h

ot being given a fair chance to adopt American one .J4 The above evi

dence should show that their suspicions ere well fcunded. 

Resistance L Social ?ress·res 

During the su.m"D.er of 11..,4, General Crock iss c.,d scvcal ord !'S 

which received strong criposi tion from thE Chiricahua an,_ 1. ar .1 ~pri:ig 

leaders. The.-first was a ban on the Rking and c,nsu11ptiG11 -.f viswin. 

Lie:utenant Davis was given orders to step beth, first oy psrs shn, t.nen 

by thr0a ts, and finally by ar C3 ting th" cf1\mdcrs. I'hc: thfr t,;c crd rs 

were bans on the rights cf ,1nachE' men tu beat their wi Vt. s and t 

the ncscs o tho:J( caught in adultery. 

?') 

_;,~s ·e Lock-wood, .Ql?.• cit., pp. ':::.'/5-27'6. 

3.3B itt,cn Dr>vi.s, OJ?., cit., pp. 123 nnd 1;\;. 

ut C. n.i 

34c '11 "'r, ·1 Chiricahu13. ll..p1.ch 1 11 c ,0unt ( i' th Lr oni 1 lj ;1-

ciign of 11 '' o. 36/~. 
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K._9.ahteTu'1Y and Chihuqhua beg·:;tr, advis.i.ng de.:i1ncG of l, ~sc c_ :Lrs 

'311d r-.,sistance tc ny T,t.c.1pcs ·o arn.s+, th.:.; of rndcrs. Kaaht"'nny ,Ja._, 

a -res tod on JLmc 2?, 1 , \L,, aJ. tE.:r and his chi rcy-t\1c ::·01lowcrs op -nly 

de 'ie i:,h1., ban vn the r.1aking 1.nd ccnsU::.l'Jticn uf isuin. Ie was ricct anJ. 

convicted by an Indian jury and sentenced by General vrcck tr c.hr1.ec:-y::::1r1 s 

im.orison.rrn:.nt n ,-\.lcacraz Island, Calil'ornia. •1 ·'-' r .... ::v· ng s.ighccen 

ncnth'J of his sen ence, he ,,i.'3.S pardoned a.n:1 rE-uu.rnei:. c. "he .1h.:.. t'- 1k,..1...1-

tain Reserra vicn to b<:JCC;JJE: nc.. oi' the .;-10s t c~:·ac i:.'lbJ.e of 
. 35 

-~,ring. 

I(aantenny I s impriscnmcnt, did rr.uch co qu-211 tne r-2sisT.ancc: tc 

Creak' s ord6rs. However, tis 1 iin 0arties 'lnd wit's:: beating reap )8ared in 

January, 18t15, during the dispute betwef.n the civil and ':lilitary a thcr-

ities over t,h0 manage nent of' tho Indiam'. on the :hi te l cuntain .?..escrva

tion. Mangus, ·whose wife was a skiJlful tiswin mater, jcined Chih'-""-«'-'-a. 

in making vigorous r 1·c c,,,)sts a.gains· .:.he ban c,n the :-:ia:V..ing and. ccnsu.1 ci 11 

ol 1:,his corn bc:0r. 

ln May 15, 2TL of ~h'--' Indians on .L1u1·kcy Cree]c <::xc~pt nE.. scou.:.;;; 

at e ,dGd a _tisw"in oart.y an 1 came :..o report this tc Davis the nt_;xt -ay. 3, 

All of th• ,'l w rr: arr,:1.;d and prc:·2.r.:d :,c fir;.::, tc t'.L bitter t.ad lf D,::.'ris 

bd n oy s t-rUnt ~ha ncnG c r the.so E-x-hrs tilt. s had cv\:)-...~ .lll.dt., en agr1.: 6-

Til( nt tc abiclt-:- by thcst.. rcstrl.cticn:: on their social conduct. i'l1.y ;.__.1·t 

') r: 
--0 B-rLUon lh.vLs, QQ, cit., pp. 1-15, 1~J-13U, and 141; .ucch-1 c , 

92.. cu,., r. ?75; nn· u0 

16c, ,n ny B of tho pc1.ch . c0 ts was c cr 0 ri.niz( d. in Junt , 1 · 4 , 

and '·hrn cr.nc•i,t8d of en• hmclr d rmd tw n·y-scv(n Chiri :=i.h '"'r 

.3prinf I n and bly'~ nb7 E:; tr Ut 'H' nr,1s. 'lnt wns r'i. ~ ..... t n , 

:rnd 1 ·i.co, n Sf cond cc sin d' ; nmi K, s (0t '"',~j ttc1 

D v · , ·, !:.12. ~. , , ) • 1 r ~, ,, ncl 1 , _, and u ' ) • 13 1) • 
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thnt it was ro"'sly unfair to forbid their use: of alchohGlic bevcr1.grs 

whil€. whitu soldle s wen, por1,titt€.d to d.o sc. In ccncl sion, Chi_h.1.ah 

inrcrmed Davis of the recent tiswin party and challenged hi::n tc arr€.st 

the whole group. 

Davis replied that this matter was too seriot1s fer hi.n to act 

u.ocn without crders from a higher authority. He wrote a report to his 

immediate superior at San Carlos, Captain F. E. Pierce, in the presence 

of the Indians, and told them that he would act in accordance with the 

orders he received. Pierce did not notify General Crook when he received 

this report, but filed it for later reference. Three days later, Geron

imo, Chihuahua, ·aichc, Mangus, and Nana lef the r0servatic,n with one 

hundred and thirty-one foll wers. Betzinez says that these leaders wsre 

highly sus icicus and believed that Gene:::'al Crook was preparing to de.al 

with them as he had with Kaahtenny .J7 

\:hen Company B of the Apache Scouts was assembled to take p r

sui t cf' the hostiles, f'cricc, and tw other scouc:3 loft tho reservA,ticn 

and joined t.he hostiles. Davis learned later t.hat they had been ord"rGd 

by Gr:;ronimo to kill him and Cha.to, and reDorts the· ollowing as th'-

esul t.s of their f ailur'-1 tc do sc: 

1 lmcst i~,unediatcly 13.fter they left their c ,ms dissensi "'n crc-.,,
ut, among the hosl:,iles. N chi e and Chihuah charged Ge.roni1c 

and Mangt1s with having lied to them tc get t.hem t leave y tell
ing hem that, Cha to -.,;nd I had been killed anJ th t, troc-_)s w1:;r, 
comin to arrest all t.he Chiricahu,. and ,lar;n Srrings and s1c nd the :i 

mmy. LJa hit, ru1d Chihi.18.hua threa tr rn'd to l{ill Gcroni 1C. This 
caused a split in t.he ai1ps. Han us and his s,na.ll b-3.nd l~ft at 
onC'J for Mexi c and n vr-r rejoined th0 ot.h(.jrs. ChihuahLla :rnd 

37Jec> Britt.rn D·wis, .Qll• ci_t., p. 13J-14l rm<l 151-15'1: ~nd 
Brt ,LnE:z with ':yE', 92.· cit., n. 1;-:). 
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his b1md sl:,onoed in thG Mcgcllon Moun.tans north ast f ,1c,.:•cnci, 

:l'.'izcnn, 0rtain wh, Uwr t,o c on t,c I1 xicv c r re t, rn ;:,c, th 

Reservnt,ion.3J 

Chihuah a 1 s fact,'on later joined Geronimo's, but bol,h 11en re

t.aim,d thE- leadership of their own follmrings. r1 e de tails of h,i -;rlli

tary arnpaigns against these hos t.ile by General Crook and General llelson 

\.. Miles have been adeq ately described in several dee sntary sourcGs. 

The inter sted reader is advised to follow thb acccunts given by Davis 

JC) 

a.rid Lockwood. , It should be observed, hci,-mvcr, thg_c the 101 ers cf 

Geronimo's and Chihuahua's factions were primarily their ccnsang ·n0 1 

and affinal relatives, as both leaders had lost much of their influunce 

over any other :\.oache on Turkey Cr-ek.40 

The Indians who -emained on Tur ey Cree_ under Lcco, Chato, 

~el , , and Benito rsmainsd loyal in their ro1nises co keep th(:; pea e. 

nearly one hundred c,f the men served faithfully as scouts under General 

Crook and General Miles in tracking down tho hostiles and 1orcing their 

final 
L 1 

urrenders. 4 

3U.'ll1 ar:y 

The Chiricahua t:r·ibe bC:c13.me divided b3 t1 c GD t\l fac tic s in 

1 576--a small hostile enc. lod by Skinya, and pacific cne led by Cc-

chi st; 1 G twc sons, Taza and J<J.i he. 1 hen S'rinya I s net· en beg<> raidin,:-

])Britton Davis, Q_. cit., pp. 150-152. 

J'l /Ibid., n • 1J2-?.32; nnd Lockwood, £2.· cit., 

L/)see Cpl.( r, 11 Chi icA.hui:i \nacho 1 ICCC t of the. ' "r ni 1 

':lnign cf 1 , \'>, 11 '3/J7 {lnd '3 '6. 

/ 1 , 



t.hL rican s\.; tt.lem .n ts along hl- San Pcclr<, Ri Vl-!', John :, • Cl 1, ~rL 

I din ~,mt at .San Carlos, /\.riz na, was inst.ruct(,d by th CG. ,i~sicn~r 

of Indian ,,ffai. s tc callee t all c tho Chiricah bands and r lccn ~ 

tht.:n on the l·hit"' Moun ain Reservation, ,rizona. Gnly Taza 1 s ban cc ld 

oe ind ced tc, acc(;p the rem val. 8' inya and seven 0.1 his fc,llcw rs 

wer,. 1dlled in a battle with Taza' s band. Pi nsenay, S1-inya I s br0 th "-', 

fla'l the Chiric hua Reservation with the rest Oi this racticn. I'hc 

/11d.~ · \inda1
i
1

/ b d 1 
1 ~ an unc\er Juh, Nolge, and Geronino fled int,o Mexicc, and a 

small r group, unde:c· Gordo, fh,d to thr Jct Sprin
0

s . eS-:,rva ticn in .Lw 

Me·.ico. 

In February, 1377, H 1.as discovered that the /nd(·ind~{; we::.·"' 

using the Hot Springs Reservation as a base from which to la ch th~i!' 

intermittent raids into Hexicc. They were selling the stock they had 

stolen in Mexicc tc rhite traders in the settlements along the Ric Grand-. 

i'h~ · 'ar1:1 Spring were apnarently taking par in the raids and shi e ldil:. 0 

thG Chiricahua host.iles. Cl rr was giv n instructions tc ~rres~ the hes

tiles and re 1nov6 all o the Chir · cahua and 1,;arm Spring to the \ hi te Mo 

t.ain Reservation. Ho accomplished both tasks, but the 1 ·arm Spring lGft 

the latter reservaticn in SeDtemb,r, 1~77, in an atte11pt to force th,:0 

Government into allowing them to rc cccu y the d t S':"lrings Res\.;; v ticn. 

his t,t,cnpt rnGt with :mch succdss. 1 hen th y s rrend. r-d t 

/o:ct, 'ingat.e, 1Jcw Me:x:icc, in C c.t0bcr, 1,>77, th' 'cvLrrun\ nt hn.d th ·n 

..ipring r•~f'lC vccl tr r,hcir ,ld rCS8rVat.ion d r th:::. s r1crv ~i n C lJ C t:: 

cf thi;: ar Dr ::i.rtn nt.. Tll~ Co:nmissione ndi 11 ffa.i 3 (l r th i ,, 

,,tu.ru f- re t-,h \ihi.t lfounta: n R rvat,· on tw lat ••h1..1 th 11 / y ar" , , 

\ll,11/ 
~ '1. T r• .("{ft n en t,h w r0R.th. Th m j . ity c.,f th rLn , r 
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Loco, conse ted to the reinova1 u der strong protest, but eig ty others 

left the reservation under Victori and Jana and carried on aw r o ex

termination against the Mexicans and Americas or the 1ext thre6 years. 

Both the Chiricahua a d \.-1arm Spring tribes were cw divided by hes ::,ile 

~-d pacific factions. Many of the men from the latter _actio sen.list d 

as scouts i the United States Army to help hut down the hostiles. 

1.faiche and the Chiricahua b:rnd chiefs j cined the / ct{ ii da{/ 

in another outbreak in SE-pterab5r, 1831, and returned the ,1ext snring to 

force all of their tribesmen, the Warm Spring, Bedonkohe, ad a umber 

of 1:!hi te Mountain and San Carlos Apache to take the warpath wi h ther . 

By Anril, 1'334, all of these Apache had returned to the ·'hitE: Mow tain 

Reservati.on and were located on Turkey Creek, a ncrthern tributary o_ 

the Black River. The qttempts of the military to establish the.1 as 

farmers ·n.et with little success, and the bans on the making a:id co sui. p-

tion of tiswi n, the beating of wives, and the pu, ish1:ie. r, of adultery by 

cutting off the noses of unf9.i.thfuJ_ ives led to a.nether outbr6ak i 

May, 1355. Three-fo1.,ir ths of the Apache on Turkey CreeJr remained there 

during the cg,mpaign against the host:LL ~,. foarly ae lmr dred of the ne!:1 

served as enlis ced scouts in the fffTiy to help hunt down the '1nsti les a. d 

fc,rce their fi.nal surrender. 

The principal changes in the so j_ 1 st 11ctures of th Chi icq,hua 

a, cl 11arr:1 Sprin du ing the ten yeA.r p ricd r rn 1,376 througl 1 )L)() w re: 

( l) thr• le,ss C noli ti cal soUdarity among the Ch-Lri_cah 8.' 
( '.)) th 3.dlp-

ti.on of aeri.cul ture by th· Chi_ri_c hu::i., A..ld (3) the er li sb1 ,1t of r:l"'.1 ad 

boys among both tribes as scouts :in th ,\'·:ny. (\,... the read r sh 11 dis-

cover i.n the next, chnnter, fA.ctiona1i.s''.l W'l"' r r lv d chiri 1 th e t 
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-i..eht years, but, recurr,.d again a tor 1,S,;. Agri.cc1ltur·' 0V nvu.ally 

b ·ca.,1t1 a mnjor vconomic activity among tht Chirico.Ima, ar, 3pring, 1.nd 

Bedonkchc, and enlistment in the Army replaced the raidi1g ccmplex after 

May, 1391. 



CHlf'I'E't VI 

E ILE tlND CGNl"INEMEJT: L06-1913 

Rem.oval to Florida 

C'n Dcce.nbsr 15, 1.5'35, Capt.ain &rm.Gt Cr :t .ord anJ. Lie,.it~nant 

darion P. Ms.us led a cor1'.'any oi' ·0ach Scouts, ,n1my cf thi::-r,. Chiricahua 

and ' 18.r:n 81Jring, into the Sierr·- MadrG Ciccidcntal. 

:2''1.,., of -'-he hostiles un' r G.:,ronim , ifaiche, and Chihuahua on J .. llll':lry 11, 

13·:36, while most of tho ,ncn were absent, and capt.Llrud all 0.1. their ;)Onies, 

,a'rrp eq · iriage, and su.r-olics. The hostile leaders we;re sc der1oralizvd 

that tl~ey imnediately onened nc,,. :,iations or surn.;;ndc-r. l'hvy I \:.. t ,Ji th 

GE neral Crcok -':l.t Cancn de lcs ·, J.budos, Sonora, on !Iarch 25, and su.rr~n

dered to him two days lator on the ter:1 that they and their .1. nilies we ld 

oe imp:c·_"rn~d in lorida for F' period not E·xcc:eding twc y0 s, t( r ,,hich 

they would be al .owed to re..-tu.rn l;o the 1Jhi tt Moun "ain , Strvaticn in 

irizcna. 

Groot:: had thA:1 atA.rted for Fort Bowie, i.Tizona, the sa.n day. 

Th'3.t. ni,ht a dozen er mer cf he hostiles ect drunk en whis,er sold to 

th011 by an tnL Lc'ln cr-vl ·r na ni:d Triboh t:,, nnd thirty-ni11L of th._ 1 u r 

'"' rf nimc , d hlchs h:d to thG f if rra !fadr s. 1 

Ch Lhu.!J.hu.a wd SL v nty-s' v, n c th, r ho'1til '"' w re sen 

il 7, 1 1 6. 1 C ·c 

,ri', cm D::iv· ,, L• 
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eliGved of his co 1mu nd five d ys lat.er and ,ms replaced by ~ £-ral .LJ. sc,n 

, • Mi h .. C,. Th 1. a Depart aent began u.re;ing t,he removal of' 1e lpache en 

urk<::y Creek to some permanent l0cation in the East at this vL.tc. rh~ 

principal re son lay in an u.nfou ded suspicion ha they had bt~n ai ing 

thE- host.il sin Mexico and that the Chiricahua and !Tarn ;:;pri sccu::.s 1 ere 

not c01apl tely trustworthy. The truth was that they had remained loyal 

during the hostilities, cultivating their fields; (;nding th, ir her-s O.J. 

cattle, sheep, horses, and mules; or cutting hay and firewood which the,y 

sold to the i\rmy at Fort, ~pachc. 

General l i les met with their leading i11en in July, and i due d a 

delegation f ten or twelve of them, headed by Chato, to go to -v:ashington 

· o inqui - e what the Govermnent might, do for them if they oved. They met 

with the Secretaries of v1ar and tht:J Interior and had an interview with 

President Cleveland, but no decision was r ached concerning their r lo

cation. 

1• hile they were still in Fashington, it was d cided to re 1ove all 

o the Chiricahw1, \.iarm Spring, and Bed nkche to F ri:. l'lar · en. The dele

gation ·was allowed to begin th re urn trip to 'rizona, but, w:.1s detained 

at Ji'ort Leavenworth, Y..ansA.s. Thess pache were confim:,d in the fe cral 

pcnitcntary at. Fcrt Leavenworth ur1til S pt0mber 12, \ hen Ll oy wero tr ns-

_(;rred to fort Maricn. 2 

1,,hile the ~pache cm key Creuk Wl. e ass ::ibled at Fer 'l. ach, 

to rec ~iv"' '-hoir rnti.ons, they we e su rounded b th trc.•cr- and r t ;1d r 

9: a--;t. Thl.- scouts wur dis r'll~d and c-nfinod -ith the ether r,1cn in 

2sce Locl ,ud, 9.12. cit., pr. J?5 '1nd 313-316. 
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c. ' e b rn at the for - , while the wrnnen nd hild.cGn w 6 allevmd to 

rv~urn to their c ps on Turkr:-,y Creek. Four hund ed and twE-n'~y-eight c.1. 

the e f\ ac 10 w-•re sent to Fort Marien on September 7. hey and the dele-

ation under Cha o ar ived at Fort Marion on Septcmbr~r 20. Thr twelve 

Chiricahua and 1 ar,,, Spring who were left on the white Mo nc.ain Reserva

tion were ap>:iarently either married to <\pache of other trib s, the off

ring of these unions, or simply living with these trib s. Thbre are 

said to be a ew Harm Spring living in Magdalena, ~Jeu ~1exico, -ho are th'-' 

descendents of others wh escap d exile. 3 

Geronino and his thirty-one followers surrendered to General 

tiles at Skeleton Canyon in the Chiricahua Mo ntains on .:3eptember 4, und1..;.~ 

the condi ion that they would be Rent to their families in Florida. Ge

ronimo and ·Ghe other fourteen men in hi faction were confined at Fcrt 

Pickens, Pensa.cola, Florida, while the women and children wcr sent t 

Fort Marion. Mangus and his faction of twelve hostil6s wee c ptured n 

Cctober 9. He and one other '1lan uere confined at Fort Pickens, while the 

others of his faction were sent to Fort Marion. 4 

Confinement in Florida 

Herbert P,lsh, who visii:,ed Fort tfa ion in 1J..,?, describe it as 

follows: 

ii'ort Marion, for 1erly nai:ied Fort San tarco, is ti fin~ x r.ml 
old-ti .10 st ne fortress of the V ub n a t1:;rn; wi h b sti ns, 

f th 
cat 

3sco B i tton Davis, .92. cit,., np. 236- .... J?; C le , 11 ChL.~ic hu, 
\pache'o \ccoun f th0 GGronimo C-im'"1ai_,n c..1.' 1 i; ," ) . 3 11-3)/+· ad 
r3 •!\MC'1, 2!2· cit.., pnc dix V, rn. 1-2. 
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8.nd watch towers. It is no built c,f ordlnary sLonc, b t cf cu .i a, 
n nat al co,aposition o.f tiny shcllr: and sand. . is 19.c s !gE-svs a 

oint uching the sanitary condition of th6 prison~Ls •••• Its 
walls enclose an open sq are, the sides of which m~asure abou~ 1Ju 
feet. Th1:; exterior side of the fort is about 90 yards long. r'rc., 
the center of this square o e looks intc the:.· irm-set rec angul1.r 
windcwn and doors of the caseuates and barracks. he ra.1par~,... and 
watch towers co~runand a view of the '-own, the h roor ,_ to w ich th-
outer walls of the fort extend, and tho sea beyond.J 

Welsh ound t,hat anitation within the fort was provided for oy 

directing a stream of water through a case:nate tr ••• by which drainage 

was secured directly to the sea." There was alsc free and ccnstant use 

of carbolic acid as a disinfectant. But all o: this was not eno h o 

prevent filth from. being absorbed in th(=J sandy soil of the square and tha 

highly porous coquina stone of which tho fort was composed. It is no 

wonder that twenty-two of the Apache--six wom n, one man, ad fifteen 

children--had died within six nonths after their arrival at J.i'ort ¥.iaricn. 

It was not the sanitary condition alone that caused an :lhcal hy 

at,, osphere in the fort, ..:or l•Jelsh reported that--

The Indians have been wisely required to c p pon the r parts c.f 
the fort, where they have plenty of fresh air nd s shine, rathGr 
than to occupy the dark, damp and forbidding barracks and case tes. 
Had not this precaution been taken, it is likely that a much great~r 
loss of life would h ve cc red than the pachc prisoners have yet 
s ferc.d. Fort ;,1ari011 is entirely inadu 1uat8 to contain vi th saf ty 
he 447 prisone s now within its walls. rhe ra.--:1parts ar clos1:-l -

crowded with tents, so that b ta narrou spac' is left fer pass'l.ge 
way. Most of the tents are crowded with occupants. I walked frE-
quently ancn them and observed their general conditi ~ as t cl an-
liness nd rder. Some wee scr o sly clean and Wt,.,,11 kept; ct.hrs 
indiff orcntly sc. \P the v orri.cn pre pa c all !:.he food 0 c.d by th 
prisoners, and it r:mst be made ready in th ir tents, I noticed scraps 
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o brLad and rn1.:;;at lying abou • Th; woinen ;;talr s 11all fir s of 

..; lck .. .i 

coffee 
Dcrson 
tents. 
plaj_ns 
Fort M 

. nd logs in spar1:.. corno s c th_, ra apar· t,.,,, ovr::r which c. 1:.. :: ,s 

boiling or r.1 at frying in the sa cepan. Jad lt;s, bla..11.Yb /'', 

1 belon ings of vario s kinds .,light bo seen in er .Lar lL 

It was, in fine, an Indian cai 1ri lifted fro.n th6 ountains and 

of Arizona and transported .Ln~·.(': ..,r the nf-l.rrow -:;onfines cf 

rion. 7 

C;ne of the author's informants reported that c.he avoidancE; 

ryat.tcrns between affines were abandoned while the Chiricahua, ·vann Spring, 

a d Bedonl:ohe were at Fc!'.'t ilarion, but were re., . ed after they were relo

ca 0d at Mount Vernon Barracks, Mobile, Alabama. It was sho1:m in a ~ar

mer chapter tbat marriage was conceived by all of theso tribes as an 

economic contract between two families. The success or failure o this 

contract fell 1pon the husband, who was responsibl for the welfare 01. 

his wL e I s family as well as his oun. In this res ,ect, avoidar1ce f 1c

tioned as a regulative devise to prevent friction between the 1;1an and his 

wife's ,..amily. 

The a thor 1 s informants stated that the: wi ,..b 1 s pareni:,s would 

avoid their son-in-law only as long as he co manded th0ir respect by f 1-

filling his economic and social obligations to them. rhere was n o tlet 

for t.he fulfillment of th, aboriginal male roles ash ters, warriors, or 

far'.ners a Fort Marion. ith the loss of the socio-economic ccnditicns 

der which avoidance was maintained, this fo :n of afflnal kinship b hav

ior was abandoned tmtil those conditions were restored. 

The changes wro ght by the for al f'd c ic oi: tlL childr 

adolescent.., we c f far grc er pro er tions. In . rove bcr, 1 3 ~6, crty

our of t.h Ao, chc yo ths wc-ro taken o Ca lisl Indian Ind11 t ·i 'll cl c 1, 
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Cqrlislc, Pennsylv nia, nd pla Gd nder the care ands Dervision cf 

Cantain Richard H. Pratt. Gene al Cook h d suppo edly sent ive boyc--

three rm. Spring, one Chiricahua, and one Navaho, who was the adcp t::d sen 

of a ~.rarm Spring farnily--to Carlisle in 1333. 1. hen Welsh visited the 

school in Febr 1ary, 1837, he found that these forty-nine children and 

a:iolescents had made remarkable progress in their st dies and were ranid 

learners. 

The sisters of St. Joseph I s Roman Cathclic School in 3t. t s

tine had contracted with the Indian Burea to instr ct sixty boys and 

girls fro,i Fort Marion. The children were picked up at the _crt every 

morning and taken to the parochial school for instr ction. Under the 

terms of the contract, the Government paid the children's t ition. 3 

There were two ed1.cational programs fer the ad ts at .,,ort ~farion • 

.=:everal of the wom n of St. Aug ~tine voluntarily instruct d twenty-five 

;:iale prisoners in the English lang1 -:i.ge, a i th_~10 tic, spelling, nd '\T..ri t

ing. 1\1 though only two hours wero spent in class each day, 1ilelsh uas 

ari.azed at the speed with which the men acquired the new knowledge. Th.._ 

other program was initiated by the \:ar Depart1aent. They prcvided tl e 1 :1-

ber and tools and appointed instructo s to t0ach carpentry to the Tinle 

prisoners who wanted to learn it. Those adults who wer" not in lved in 

these ed en ional progralf1s spent their time ga JblinG or •1 king handcraf s 

fer ~ale to the citizens of St. A1g stinc. 9 

3,.. ,;ee W"l h, .£.Il• cit., pp. 4 and 12-13; 
,\pp ndix II I • 

2.2,. clt., p. 1?-13; and ;-i ·zin ~ with l c, 

.: -1-~.' 
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The aur.hor ts in· c 11.<i.n s rf" er t.ed tha , the u5h t e gir 's ::,uo ... : .f 

ri uq observed on sev~r 1 occasions du ln 0 thG 1...,.,o• ... and a:rlJ 1;'':. 1 

train young rri0n f' r \lar~·ar-0, ra.'..ding, 

3.nd hu t.ing. In this r pect, formal educa ion served as a renl c0.ent 

for this traini g. 

he seventeen male prisoners at Fort Pic}r:ens were ccru'in-d in 

i s dungeons, and put to work sa ling up larg0 legs. Twc cf h " Wt.:re in-

structed in the English language oy George 'ratt n, cir incerprete~ wd 

·1ork supE:rvisor who voluntarily went. int 
10 

exile \·~th t en. In 1pril, 

1; 37, th, 1 ilies of these prisoners w E.J sen to hem frc,u Fort, 11aricn, 

1,1hile the other prisoners at Fort Marion were _ elocated at 1•1c t Vtr c 

Barracks, Mobile, Ala.barns.. rhe p isoners at- .rort Pickens rc-,:iaim,,d tl t.;r"" 

11 
until day, 1-u3, when they joined their tri' csr:rn in !\.la.barn.a. 

Changes at Carlisle 

7pon the decision to transfer G e dpache prisonLrs o war at 

Fort Marion to Mount Vernon Barracks, Captain Pratt 1,ar detaile :.c go 

t.o St. wgus Lino for the p rose of kddng all cf the ,pachc youths cf 

neducatable age 11 to Carl i.slE,. Sixty-throcl of '·hem w r 1:-aken tc '.:-he 

school to join thE:J o her for t:.y- in~ ,\.p chc al c.ady ther • l'h y 1kr x

no"ed tc t,h st~ n disciplim, o tht.. school from htir .1.irst 0,1 nt.~ 

or '·hr 3" 11ho cculd 1 e dy speak ,n lish, h rt: , ~s a b 

hE- , tudE "~ ·,1 r -xp ,., fl 

10n · • · ' ~33 B t( brJ., on1Jav1s, £Q• _1_., p., ; arr· .), ('. £2_., -.. 
17/; and TT,, 'C l, £..!.• ci L,., T·P• ; <>nJ 1J7. 

11 
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VL hin 3. y confes ion o any individu:11 in.r.r1.ctl0ns 0_' th rules v !'Y 

~at. rday night. The men and boys c given hr:i.ircut , 1.nd all o~· the 

s Ud€-n-ts Wl re dr0ssed in uniforms. 

Batzinez indicated that the s ciali3aticn proc ~::is and id1:mti ..,.:.i s 

or· hese s tud,::n ts changed whil0 thty were 1. t Car lisle. rhe younger gc, -

e at.ions cculd nc long,:;r learn by the oxa,,role of th older nes, fer the 

yo er students grasped their lessens more ~apidly tha did h0 ld r 

ones. Cno o..i: the teachers bEs!;owed firs· na:nes upon he st e. ts and 

ta ht them to apprcximate their Apache n .:1es in uriting. 12 Cne of the 

author I s info . ants stated that the Chiricahua, · ·a.r.::i Spring, and Bedcn

k-ohe did not us· surnambs in their aboriginal c t es. Con eq cntly, 

· he student;s had to , e their Apache na·nes er those of their fathers as 

surna."Yles. 

The bovs changas were 1ninor in co:npa.L ison with the new ckills 

and trades the students acq ·r~d. D ing the s ~ 

the homes of white., f8.rnilies in Pennsylvania and Ii:lw Jersey, wh.:;r- they 

had rriore oppor t, i ty tc practice these trades and skills and acq · r .. re 

cf the lat !;er. These experiences did much towards alion:t ting the . .1 fro 

thei t,ribal c turcs and hastening their assi,nilation cf n rican ncr(• ~ 

p 
r.i.nd nor.-:1s • ...1 The RUGhcr1 s in: r~a ts renort;ed that 1any of .1.' est.: st,u-

dentc re"'lainod in the ·rorth to w r · for sevc al yea s after h ir di~

charge fro:n Carlisle b ,fore rct1. ni g to l eir fe~'TU li " 

en ..1. he 
_'irs t-h1. ' 

Jct,:;,,-imn: wl,·,h iJl, Lil· cLt., 1r,. 1· 1-1 ➔• 
n.ehe s ~ult nts c1.t C4rli 1 , 1. d 9.:::,, 

no lee',; : t e,qJuri c h u 

1 _;r, · d -· _L_., D • 1..,1 .. -159. 

zin , v·1 ~ 
.:r 
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herG L, one 1·espt:;C t, in which ht xper j_tmces of t p·ch~ a 

Carlisl had t.ragic I'1.;S ·c, .,. T ey \.!,:.;,_· appar __ n~ly net ff.,p ~-"'d ~ ... tK. 

climat,e in )onn ylvania. LiE. utenant Guy Iuwa ·d repor (; 
. tc .I. (, l:-1.n .., ~J 

Gene al of th rmy on DccG,nbc.r- 23, 1 -3.,;, :, ,at; 1lrty .. th~ c..m r,unJr d .l. 

ret ned to their paren s because of sickness; and the o ::,sr se €. ty He ... c 

s~ill at Carlisle. 14 

Jim;. .Apach youths were sent. to f am;:,ton Im:tit:.ut~, a~pton, 

firginia, i 1SY7 •15 Unfor··unat •ly, therv is no ray o~ l:nowing whE:thcr 

heir experience there was comparabl<:: to that of thvir contemporaries a 

C rlisle. 

Confinomen-'- in Alabruna 

As ther-a were no facilities fer he sing th"-' ,.,achc, oriscn,srs cf 

war at Mount Vsrnon Barrac:rn, they lad to live in brush ·,licki :::is l:'cr t c 

ncct five y3ars. Then th..; rai~ D•..::part 1cnt provided · c ls and b ilding 

materials, hirE:d a white carpenter 0 s forG•1an, and Si.:.-G tl~ priscn~ ... ~s to 

1-voc·"k-canst uc c.in[ their· own .ous s. T O .pac 11.. did not iorsah;; tL'--' wicl:i-

lived in the wicri pG o~n u"dc:r 8rush arb rs. 1"it t 1.. Cl ling 

th 0 y wcved bac inLc the he 3~s. 16 

11.-see Lcckwood, Q.12• . " 
£.L_.' r1. 320-3?1 • 

15, 
..:>(.;;L. T_3 it ,rc,1, ill· it.' pp(.; dix II. 

16Thi info m, ti.on i ba ed n th ctat. nts of t,h 

inf nnt.,. 

Wint :;:-, 

l,h r' 
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John p. Clum, the Indian Agent who r.:.:1:1cved the Cl i ica 1 •a, 

Sprlng, nd Bedonk he t the ','hi·e Io ntain Reservation in 1.5?; an 1'/17, 

visited then at r1ount Vernon Barrackc in 1 >'"34 and roportcd that--

The Indians have een locR. ted in a permanent c8.1!1p or se tle~1en ti en 
<t ridge about a mil6 west of the military post. Se e,nt,y-fivE.- fra.:
hou.ses have been constructed, and each Indian family is now nrovid...,d 
with a co.ufortablE- home, Each ho e is divided int.a twu rooms, in 
c e o which is a large cookj_ng range, and in he o '·h'--r a coLlfor abl 

ireplace, The furniture is plain, but suitablv ands icle_ c. 7 

These houses were a much needed improve~cnt. Lictuenan' Jcward 

had reported in 1 ~ 3c that one hu.ridred and ni 11 teen of thc: \pach priscners 

had died since they began their cantivity in Florida. 1__; In the w1.::nty

two de ths at F'ort Marion an the thir y at Carlisl are su.bt:.ract.sd fro:. 

these one hu.ridred and nineteen, then sixty-seven cf the ,pach'- Driscners 

had died at Mount Vernon Bar acks by the 0nd cf 1339. The ca e o:: thess 

deaths was suggested by C. C. Painter, a corresponding secretary f the 

Indian Rights Association. He reported that the pris ners had been liv:..ng 

int eir wickiups on malarial lowlands under poo sanit ry conditicns. 

Since they had moved into these new ho es on higher round, tleir dea.ch 

19 rnts had decreqsed at least seventy-five per cent. 

'I.ft.er 'he priscners who had oecn at Fort Pickens joined thosu 

already at i1o nt Vernen Bar acks, George 1,rRttan was a pointed ,; rk 

17 John P, Cl · , 11Geroni..no, 11 p. 
in chc i ashington Evenine Star on Janu 
cle ls eoroducod here by Cl~. 

247. This C' ote w n1 olish d 
y 29, 1 ~4. The nuws aJGr ,ti-

1,~,., L i- d . 
,>CO OCr,wC C , 2J2• ~•, 321. 

1? , r r, '' 1 ,..,hingtcn \crncy: \p,1ch Pr' rcn "", 11 

EL v nsh 1'rn 0f ~ho 1',,c c ,ivc Cc'rn.itt,,~ ht!'" 
l\.39r r,i Rtic '1 l '1b r F l:,h 1 
r 'i r,' of th Ind tion, 1 'Ji.,), 
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s 'J rvisor for all o~· the 11. His firnt nsk \las tc "in som. s·gn".flc :1 

.. oloy,1ent for the i:1en, uhoue aboriginal rcle.; as 'lrUL-ric,rs an hu11v, rs 

wer-- n0 lon er meaningful. In May, 1391, hs hel".Jt.; or[:anizc C .. 1 any '';:'', 

l -1elfth Inf an try, consisting o:.. fifty-two m~le prisoners. Tne _,1e,n uhc 

we e n t in tho company were allmrnd to s ek work off the rt;;servatie,n by 

do,y, uhile the women sold beadwork and baskets in ?obile or did la dry 

for the white troops. Geronimo was apnoint d j stico o t:.hG P'°'3.Cb ad 

tried all cases of :n.inor offense commit ed by the Apache p ison rs. ~he 

children ttended 'l school in th0 Indian village.~O 

During the eight years the Chiricahua, ·_;a n Spring, and Bed nkche 

were at Mount Vernon Barracks, there were two cases of s ·cide and two cf 

murder. In both cases of suicide, the victims were jealc sh sbands ihc 

hs.d wives m ch youn er than themselves. Their wives left, them for yo r 

"'.71.en, and the c ckolds she'.:. them out of anger, then took their own liv1;;,s. 

Cne of chese men also shot and killed his wife's lover. The other cast, 

of intirder was comai. tted by Chiricahua who shot tw whit ,.1 n uho ha 

beaten him severely after he challenged them with having nolest-d his 

. 21 
SlS C • 

There was heavy depo d0nce upon tiswin at .1o nt Vt-_ n n Bar-

racks. Cne of the a thor I s informants gav. the reas ns or this as .1. oll W": 

The i\paches had nc way to central the alchoholic co ~L,nt, ad hen 
-:.hey mde i ':. in tlab .1a, they didn I t, want, to. E- rl go drt nk ci wn 

?Olr .31 1iC'1, C".J. cit., 
• ;>L~ ; n,nd t'riinte , £12· ci~., p. 

ndix VII; John I • Cl 1, 11 • roni J. , 

3 • 
~,1 
' Th i.o _· nfc,rnn ':.icm i.s bn:1cd cm the . t,., to 1 1t~ ,r, th ut 1 r 1 

ndr -,nt--i. 3 1C r, SJ?.• ,it., )',. I.,," 1L1. -1 ;J, 'r r c 
l t( , '":,,•1,. 
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omething to do, b t moDt of thc,i.n f_!o· dr 
certaintiE:,s abo · hG rut 

The Indian Ri hts \ssociaticm beean a:: oar·ly as 1 , tG l 
L 
'J 

r-c. sstirc: on the ~Jar Depart :1ent and Con ress o find a per anent lccaGion 

for Lhe l\.p che prisoners of war. Cong ecs finally authorized th ir re

moval to the :F'ort Sill Military Rese vation, Indian Terri ~cry, en L: .. g ~ ~ 

6, 1194. The Anache ·prisoners v.re e sottl1;.;d on his resE, ai:.ion 

22 
control of the ga1rison two months later. 

Th~ VillaRe System _i Fort Sill 

There were no facili ies at Fort Sill for .c, sing the two h ... E-J 

and ninety-six Apache prisoners who arrived there from Mont Ver-non :3ar

racks. Captain Hugh L. Scott, their immediate supe vis , arrang&d for 

then tG erect cam s of 1rricki ps along Cache Cree]r and no th of he ,nili

tary post. 23 By th-. next spring he had oc"-n ass red that the 1pache 

priscn0 s were to make their per .anent home t Fort Sill, and r solvtd ':.o 

nrovids them with hoses. Francis E. Levpp, Fashingtcn 

Indian Rights Association, said that--

ent o' the 

For this pose he [Captain Sec ] had them di vid0 into twelv 
r up3 or villages, nc:::c..:· ing e, kind ed and intimate ri IlL. -t-. 

The he d y1an in each gr; 11p W'lS ordered to select, within c .ctain 
Jv da~ ies, a site for his village, having refcn,nce to botl i s 
scenic and its an·tary attrq,ctions. rhe vill1.ee yste 1 WP.s ~dc,pi:.t..--::. 

for v1. ious re sons, chi<::£ a,nong wh · ch 1. s the fact that th c try, 
th·cu~h lack c at,Jr, i.s n0t '.ld8.nted tc 1,_icult .... l, b t cnly tl 
gre.zl ;, nd "toclr 11.c ish best when l·cnt on lart:,l c m: ~ 

thf. i 1pr'lc tic1.b' li ty o. fWn r1.tc and scntterc•d f. r, s w<is thl r 
('t)vi r ~ ( hf r C<'nsi t-ratic,ns vivrG th& r"" tl,r conti,nt f th 

'-'B , ; Ln z lit 
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wh n in closo s 
1€.is , ho 1rs, 
and ~o tr lling 

ial coLLpanionship with 1dr rela~ivB::: in th~ir 
nd the gr0ater c,ase f ins,)cctinr; 'heir ccndi tion 

heir mov\::/ments. 2/4. 

Betzinez says that the original villag head .. 1en \Ture: rcni .10, 

Kayitah, Perico, Chih hua, i~oche, Kaa1tenny, Aang 1s, Tcclanny, 1,ccc, 

} iche, Cha to, and Chiricahus. To... 'rh, villages -J'(c,rE;; na.it:d after the , 

such as 11G0ronimo 1 s Village," Martine r placed Ka.yitah after 1900 as tlJE; 

headman of his village, Chihuah a and Mangus died in 1901; Chief Loe in 

1905; and Geronimo in 1909. Cnly Chihuahua and Loco we1~e succeeded, tht;;ir 

eldest sons becoming the headmen of th ir villages th n. Unfort a ely, 

there is no way of knowing how Mang1Js I and Geronimo I s villa.re"' we.:·_ 

'')t:. 
governed following their deaths."".,, The locations of the twelve villa~_.., 

and the fields cultivated by the Apache prisoners of war during their 

nineteen years at Fort Sill arc shown on the map in the envelop6 at the 

?6 
end of this study.~ 

Cne of the author's informants stated that he 1 
. .'ar:1 Spri g 

rison0rs at For'- Sill app1ied a patrilocal rt'J_E: o~ residence. :..atri-

local residence was apparently the prevailing rulE: of 1nari tal residen t;_; 

, . . 27 
in ]aiche I s Vill ge, where Chiricahua were in -che maJ ··ri y. Since his 

24 Francis E. Le DP, JTotcs of n S .1---i.er T011r Y1C''1,..,. _j:,_ll_o _____ _ 
the Sou hwE..s t Phi 7 ".u J.phie: Cffic0 of the Indian Ri <"l u 

1.,)7), PD, 4-5. 

25ssc 3etzinez wi.th (ye, 9.J2., cit., np. 166-167; nd :~ ,.11C , 
f:!!. c i t . , PP • 1 '), 4 7, ]7 , 1 0 .3, 1 u 5 , and 1.31 . 

0( 
'- J rhi. s ,1A.D is n c cny c,f the ori inal dr wn t Fe rt Sill in 

,J8 n 1. y and r"'ebr,in.ry, 1,)'/, rider the dirccti0n of C pt1.in Scott. h 
o .~ Lmil ,ri1.n i r Ln the ossession of th 1T11i cd : tat s Ar iy rtill r r .-.rn: 
Ur•3i_l. Crn or h11sr m, ort Sill, Cklahr-mn.. 

£.12· cit.., ryri, 1?1-12?. h 
3.ich 1 ccc J),'1 ,t"' c ~hi· vill re.. 

hr r w h tho i r h 1)a d::-• 

n 
lf-
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wa the revailing r l& of :iari Gal resid&nco am ng the, Chir::.c~.ll a u--.1.'0re 

)O, it is prcbable that :!B.t.:-:Llocal rcsid.E:nc"' uac obsc , d in the vl,r.'-'r 

villag2s at Fort Sill i,;her,. the; 111aj cri ty cif th.:- ccc ants Wf; ·e Chi!·::.cam,a. 

ItvJh of the aboriginal kinship behavior of the Cb.iricah ar 

Sprin , a d Bcdonkch-:.. persisted dUI'ing thE: nine 8cn yea_~s th0y were c0n-

ined at Fort Sill. Th6 aut. or I s infer ts reported tr:at he, avcida.'lc 

patterns bl~tween affines and the inti~te rel.atic1ns ·oc t,ween grc1.ndparent3 

and gra:1dchildren were still observed. However, th€: p~sition cf ttc. 

illother Is brother with respect to a male ego among the 1·'arm Spring had d -

generated fron that of a teacher t,o that of an advisor. Utho'L'gh those 

prisoners who died at Fort Sill wore b,rried in gra'reyards set a.side by 

the military, their families continued to "ire ri~:es and shotgu s i vC 

the air after the death of a warrior and to destroy the personal prcpc-rtJr 

of the deceased. 

In view of the above evidence, it appears t-hat the village 

systeI:J. nrr_1v:Ld3d the necessary conditions for the ma.:'..ntc.na.nce c extendt.

families. Each of the twelve villaie3 ·,ms a sGparate cxt0ndt...d f :n:ily 

nder its own extend'3d family head:nan. .i-Io-,ievar, tiLrc. is no vidsnc 

that thos., villages constituted a local gro or that there wcr ny 

c her social nits among the \pache prisonsrs of war a~ Fc,rt Sill th '1 

the c:r.:t( nded fa:niJ.y. 

Ec('UO"lic Crg-:mlz1.tion at Fcrt 0:~ 1.1 

Gapt .in Sccti:, oegan to est blish the ·~ach1;, p is n :i.'::' "' 

<inn ~tcckw•n oon P..,. tur hey wc.rc.. s · J. d on th :F'ort 0ill 

, vnr,ir .• E1ch or th Lw lv villn 

i d 

po ·t: ss d 

t ,O"Yl, 

t 

" t 

y 

wl 



13., 

pe·1s, beai1s, pumpki s, and . frican millE, t--also k. ur as Kaf fir cor .• 

rl1e la ter had been raised irs by th Souther Chey0 6 a; d · rapahc o. 

an experi, ental basis and had proven to be well adapted tc tht soil 

climate o western Oklahoma. CapG'3.i Scott introduced it to th6 Jpach .... 

pr iso ers in 1395 and required each village to pla.1t i vc C.L thE:. tc. 

acreo in its field in millet. The other five acrt::s could be plar 1Sd in 

'h 2d any oe, er crop. Li utenant F. H. Beach, who took charge of thEo \pache 

prisoners of war on June 30, 1897, reported that corn, raelo s, ru d .:rillet 

29 
were the best crops, as the others were often killed by drought. It is 

~10re probable that the Apache prisoners had little time to devote tc 

their crops, since agricultur-e was intended to be a supplement tc cat le 

raising, their chief industry. 

ne of the authcr I s informa,. ts reported that, i. addi tic. o the 

ten acre village tracts, there were several large com: U! al o. s hich 

were the coI11.11ur1al property of the twelve villages. Th hay and mill1.;; t 

grow o the latter tracts wore used as orage for the stock owned by 

the pache priscne s. 

The ca tlc were purcha ed by the ~ar Dbpart c11t soon ftcr he 

\pache pri,soners were settled on the Fort Sill Military Reserva ·ic:1. 

They were issued to each of 'he seventy families am ng th priscmrs '.lld 

23see F. ~I. Beach, First Lieutenant, SL ven th C vqlry, I Ch9.rf 

cf the I pache P isoners of 1:1ar, Fort Sil , Cklaho, , \ ust 22, 16)1, t 
the l\.djutant-General, United States l\. my, rar Deprrt-m 1 t, \,1ashing c.1, 

Rt ·)er of the Co,u'lission_,r c Indian 1fairs 'or l, 1c. ... .tscal YeRr r.n td 

Jurie 30, 13';, 3 (Washington: U. ,, • Gcver ment Printini:; ( ff ice, 1 ); ) , p. 

32 ~; C ptal Hugh L. Scott, i, .. ·t, J 11, u u t 1, 1 ~96, t tht.. 'j ts 1t-
' Ern.l, Deo rt.n(,nt of th( 1't' ,~ u·i, Chic ~ , Tlli ois, ._ ctt P'.lDL.,.. , 

'lti.Ot1'll .rchiv,-, ashi1gto,1; and I3c ''3inC::z wi h ~Yl, c. ,·t., ',, 1,. 

29 Bench, o . cit., 
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b 1dcu. uith each _amily's r- tion number • 

.,_ iv"- hundred and sixty twc-yoar-old heifers \1crc OU! d to have rcx, s 

F0v in July, 1 /15, the .'\.pachc '.)ris ners cf war Wert cnLred as a whol 

as a .::iember of' the Texas Cattle Association, Thia gave thc..,1 thi ryrc 2c

tic11 oLered by the Assc iatio,1's insrection syste 111 ag.'.l~nst th"' nurther 

in trcJuc ti0 cf diseased animals in tc theL herds. JO 

\s uht.- cattlo wore allowed to roam on c, en r g3 wi· hin the li 'll 1:,s 

cf the Fort Sill Mi:l.itary Reservatio.'.1, a.ad the \pachc we_ e net good her -

er , the men were put to 1.-ror1,. co .. s tructi::1.g '3. fer1c~.:, around the rcserva tion 

li:ni ts. The Govcr.1 ent procured 26, J.)7 ac:ccs of crazi11g la: d frc ·: thE. 

YJ.cwa a.n.d Co:nanche trib0s, 1,1hich were added to thb origi· al 5C, 1?~ ac~'-' 

reservation befcrc the .fsnce 1,ms completed in 1 '397. TI.a.ch f · 1y ·1-.as the 

. d t l 1 t . ·t -'-tl 31 rec 1u_ e r _oc . a_ or i s m-m c , ,J r--. 

1'herc is l:L ttle doubt thA.t the Apache ,riscners c · ar -:i d~ a 

s tis:'actcry adjustmsn · to cattle aising. -·n t.he other ha_ d, the at

tempt..., to introduce hog a;: d pcultry _aising w-sre conolvk failures. Beach 

bl ncd the failur1... of hoe raisinz on a.'1 insufficient focd sup~ly and <'U 

epide 1ic o hog ch'JlGr in 1 ~ ,. Th0 failur0 cf cul try r isi::g 1 y in 

· he .fqct thAt the \r,ar:hs vil1ae s Wt.re locatc,d 1 nf cree 1c octt ,,s Khich 

wer<> in_ es ',ed with 'lal 1 beasts o nrey. 32 

30,,,,, ''co .. 
~"')o;,;,.'L.: t:.> L, ' 02_. ci c. ; ancl 

;1,:. '!. osius, H•V::iDo t of thE I T9.3hi. gt '1 AJt ~D-'1 h 

d ., '" 72T, ~ '{- i1{~l th .l 1" l 1 ·, •}' ~ ( ~ thl JJXcCU · · tt ( r 

L1cll,::iJ1 ru rd1ts s3ociati0n fer the YE. 11r f.n<lin,~ De., 1 W 
d l.1'.1i<i: l..C'fic r[ ~!1 foli 1 1.ir.:ht~ ~~c,i~t 0 ~. 

,., n.r: ., rp. c.:l_,., .3' '.j. 



author's in rma ts for the fallure of hese two i dustrics are probat.Jly 

far rncre cc rate. They stated that the '\.pache oriso ers \.ould t E.,at 

porlr "because hogs eat snakes, 11 a d had wa ted othing to de with hogs 

because o this. Gnly the Warm Sprine had ever eaten turkey, and they 

much preferred to hunt these fowl than to raise them. 

Carytain Scott ma.de a!'l earnest attempt to establish the .\pache 

prisoners o' war in a cash economy and to teach them thrift. He appears 

to have had considerable success, as is indicated by the fellowing exan

ples. First, he purchased a well-boring machine and taught the Apache 

men to use it,. They bore wells for all of their villages, then did so 

on contract, for the Kiowa, Comanche, and whites off the reservatio. 

Secondly, th0y sold one thousaJ1d tons of hay to the Army at Fort Sill i 

1897, half of which they baled themselves. Six hundred a.'1d forty tc s 

of hay were sold the !'lext year. The Apache prisoners used part of the 

proceeds of the latter sale to purchase mowing machines, rakes, hay 

balers, a hay loader, ad a crane and t ngs .fer stacking the hay. '1.11 

o.f this equip11e twas owned in com: on and was ed to fulfill future 

contracts ,ith the rny. In later years, the proceeds rem the sale of 

h y and cattle: we e deposlted in i::,he _\pache Fu d, which was managed by 

thl' nUitary supervico s for the Apache priso ers o war. 33 

Al thcugh the · r a De Dar tmen t f i ally nrovi ded the Apache 

·orisoners wi'h hor e,.. <J.n 1ule3, cattl I'.'."1.i.sing remain.,d the 11aj T 

lcrt i11 ,)nd i.1tl 1rs• fc. 1"1: ThL u iv" s~_ty 
",. 3 1-31;); n 1cl '1r'1 h, 212· r,i ., op. J?.5-326. 

31~sco L "Jf, s_. cit., p. ,; Bo~ch, £....·cit.,"'· ,?6• T 
,,ccl,~-~.,o.3'3; '11cl'3rLzinzwith y,~. iL., ,.17. 



L dus ·ry ru1 the 1i1 st; profi tabla rhe •le ri::;c ivL-d .1.:.. t..i. 19.l 

i co e h.r ugh t;hdr enlistments as soldiers 

ent, of thosG who had b0t..n i 1 Coi.lpru y 11I", Twelf t;h In try, ..,xJir 

1 pril, 1 :3t_J5. For ty-s von ...nalEJ p· ison- r .. , -nlistbd i1 rre,cp 11L 11, .J0 •- th 

Cavalry, for a two-year torn chen. In 1ay, 1 o"'"., 7, thir y-se,v._,, c, h-~ 

n n enlisted L1 the d.etachm.e t of UnittJd S atcs L dia.1 =:~cu.:.c at }or~ 

Jill. The t1-1el ve village headmen were '3....tong their nu·, oe,r a d •,rcr..., hc-1' 

resp 11sible for th su ordination al1d cleanliness of thdr villages. 

A.11 of them fulfilled their obligatio, s to the satisfactio of tl L, rril · -

35 tary. 

Missionariss and Sh ,M:3 

11.lthough thirty-nins of the :lpache child c were attendL g 3 • 

Patrick's Roman. Catholic Schoel in '_ adarko, .forty 1:i.ilc.s ncrth of Fe_ t 

Sill, L 11'")3, thE:.re ,,er6 still a n1.E1bzr of tho childre who had :io ~d ,_ 

~atic. al o-,:,-'.)ortunities. Liout'.ma:1t B0ach wrote tc the 0 ·ar Dt..rart-:ic t L,hc 

sai. ~ ye.ar r,-'q_uesti g r.,er.1issic_1 t.o co1-·:1lL1icate with so. 1.;: 11issiona y 50-

cic "y tc ask their aid L :-:iroviding schce:l ar d church er thb pach"' 

prisoners. He rt,csived Di.::rrnission to de s ,, and th'-' Dutch R ..... fcr ~d 

Church res c. do 1 · r his requ0s c. DurL g the s . 'Jer cf 1 ~': , Jr. 1 1..r 

C. Ho(, 1.11d 
1)r. Frai1k ,J. .right ca.uo tc Fcrt Sill 

1h re they hnd a rai.ssion n.:nong the ...,cuthcrn Ch y 1d r pa.he • .r 1 -..; 

b ✓ ';'ln th-,ir L.,sio 1, ry 'lP .. 1.1 by holdi 1r- cnm T:J• · tin!! or thP al 

--------· ---------------
34nvtzi CZ with ly~, on. cit., . 1 9. 

, s:_. cit,,··. 

1 J-11 • 
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p isone s just. sout.h 01 eroni 's Village, cl we L so e. cour-~g d by 

t.he r0snonse that hey boga buildL1g a co. bin1.;d sch ol a:1d c ao~l wi l1 

'·h"' fin cial bac1d g of he Wo,uc.a1 s Board o_ Domestic ussio11s t -

Dutch -~for11 d Church. The sch ol a.ad c a. cl werG cc. pleted the sa.711( 

year and 110re loca 1.,ed a 1 • le north o 

ce- cral to all o the f1.pache villages. 

sdlcine Bluff, in a lcca icl 

ThG success o.f the mission was soc inb.::rrup ud by an L tc:J.s~

fied re.ewal of the aboriginal curi g rites. Harold Dick, a Chiricahua 

n the ba.d, bega. urging his fellow prison0rs tc reject 

Chri tianity a.ad 11..merica.'l culture a.1d rctur.1 -to the a rigi1.al cul tur-. 

His appeal was iaade all the stronger oy his clai11 t.hat he cculd cur-, 

tub rculosi.3, tl1e prsva:LlL g diPoa.ss among th Apache pris ners of war. 

The principal featu:re of the "cure 11 was the narticipation of his :;:ia i J. ts 

i thEJ Fire Dance. Beach had re orted that t.he prevale.ce of tubercu

losis had led to a great dissa isl'action amo g the , pache uriso ers a;: d 

requests that they be return -d to •U'izo a, where they had n0vE:r suff "'rc 

fro,n l:,his disease. This probably accounts for Dick I s success i :irawL ·· 

ost of the \pach8 ·oriso crs L t,o his allowing. 

DurL g the win er of 1J9':1-1900, many of th, \pa"ho · rise. rs 

campecl in tents at. Four rule C ossing, a oi,1t o. lie ici e Bluff Crt:.:C.K 

betwve Loco's and .:aicl 1 s villages, wh e tlr d 1cti was hc.ld. 

was of he opinio t.hat l:.his d J cca rib ttd 0 the d th r tc rat1 r 

Lh8. 1 allcvio. .:.d it. I thE irs rilnc L 
C dn.1c ti l. t~ d 811 

' 
I., . 

ni ht a.Lt r which rllD. 1y 0f th d .. rJ ell to ·h d i l a. rt11 r i -
clue d y r longed xortic , r, L.' hyf 1C• iJ, J li o~ cor 

cc 1c.ll,r, 118 ULr w 1' " , l .l. lo (' C ',V• t ln. 1 re r th "' , h 

-

1. 
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the Mc1.1:1tain Spirits, they w"'re pass d rom one, eroup ct da.:w _ ,J e, 

a,.1c.. c.her, t.hus preadine t.uborcle bacilli .... ano g che partici a,. ts. 

Betzin1:;;z says that thG death rate a,ong thE- pache uriscners was high-r 

duri g 1900 and 1901, when the da co was at. its height, that it was 

durL1g the succ -edi g decade. Ths dance and the heavy dri king assoc

iat8d wi"c,h it.1Pre gradually controll dafter 190 .3' 

_he author's in.formants indicated ths.t the ::ni ssionarie..., • ~o. 

ccnsiderable in luence over the !~pache rison rs of war, L1 spite cf he 

op, osi tion of the shamans. As one inf ormar1t put it,: 

• • • 1,,JE; were 1,1ell pleased with those missionaries. That I s whe 

lot of 1.paches s·tarted believing in thz Led.. • • • Those ::nissio -

aries, employees of that school, wont o t hunting ad ishing with 

Apaches all of th0 tir:10. Those teachE::rs -wuld cam., o-i.;.t c. M.::dicin 

Creek i::1 the sum..ner, or during a vacatio , er tak·' 'pach6 ;ac c..:f 

the reservati n for a whole week on fishL1g trip; and th0 illissic.::!-

ary wom"'n would go out all night hunting racoc s. rhey loved racoc 

hw1ti. g, and they would · a. e the .".\.pachc E.n along becaus_, \paches 

had good 'coon dogs •••• these tE.achers started associating with 

A1JachE. en so much that th y began falling L love with the, • That 1 

whE-re J. met his wife. She was the suoerintondent o ... that school. 

:·owever, the missionaries did n t exurt a total i lue 1cL on 

the ~pache n~isonera. The children c ntinued to rec ivv ~uch cf th ir 

"'ocia1ization from their kinsme and frie ds, as is i dicatcd by tne 

following s A. .:.e·nen ~: 

These boys wo.1 · around tcge thE-r dmm thPre d wolud lu:trn things 

ogc thcr--hc,u tc swi .1, ish, hu,.1t, ridt. a c·s , a:1d c thu· tb.i gs. 

They nlayocl together all f th0 time, and ""'lost of wha thGy ll .. rn · 

t.he, old •r boy.s would teach tho youn \;r ~s. mh ld .aen cculd.1 1 t. 

do a.1yt.hing nny 'TlO 5 but just :::;it ar w.1d. , sc, nt. of th n WClLl 

tr a~i1 those b ys by telling tht;m stc ics ":D.1d talk t tn :i ry 

cha1cL thy got. That's all th~y ould J(. 

J6c B h . t vEe cac , 02.• Q.;L.•, 

op. 170-172 ~1d 175-177. Th ~ t.hor's 
ril ch<1i bcvcr-i.w·s co snmod nt Fort S'lJ. d 

tzin\ z r'th YL, 2.12.• ..!i • 
1t~ dLclared th~t th 
o i cl·' 
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'i.s Gt.a t;1.;d ab ve, thE- Kiowa - d Co .ia che cul d ';/, J•-7 er s ci: 

v i al land to th Unit,(,d States in F1.;bruary, 1,.'.>':17. his lai d ,,,as :;o 0 

us~d for 110 other nurposs that t, e allotme t f one hundr.:: and sixty 

acre tracts to each 1\pache family. A bill authcrizi rig t ic allc t 12---. t was 

1ntroducc.d in 'he ,.)et1ate during the winter o 1910, bu· faih:d to pass 

legislation in ~ho ric,,use or 1--?.eprcsunt.atlv'-s• .:>evcral ryrcss ru .rC½':>S had 

coi:..1.terGd this b:'11 wi-ch a '!_Jropcsal that ths cedeJ land bv inc uded as a 

o rt of the :nilitary stabJish.aent at F'crt Sill.37 

The fcllowi g year, th0 1·ar DopartH1-nt c,rdered a ull · nvc.stiga

tion in to the adva!1ta ~es of allotment at F rt .3ill c,,r on the Me scale o 

'ipache Reservation or the old Hot Spri11gs Rc>servation, Jew .1eY.i.cc. This 

investigation wci.s conductccl by Hugh L. e;cott. HE-lE t with a deleg1.tio'1 

of six A...pachl- 1cn to inspe t the r :.:sarva tions in _Je:-1 Mcxicc L1. Cc cb1.:.r, 

1')11. -,,he 1:j1.;scal"rc ResE.rv tton was ""cu,1d to contaL1 good. timo~r a.1d 

g azin 6 la. d, but the i-Ict Springs _ scrvatio, was cov red with a h av-.:1 

,., ~ 
la.yer of grav,~1, ap'Jarc1tly caused by extcnsi v plact r lining.-') 

Cn D~ce.1bcr 1 and 2, 191?, th h\:,.nd C.i. f .ti.li,.,s a11d the sinr·l<-' 

s rvatic.1. 

C , h-i.;,, d:. d a, J. ..::dghty-rne elec cd t,o b 0 re oved to 11 la t,, r loc tL , 

Jro.sius, Q.C.• cit., r.n. ? ,-30. 

J .. (' ·t B ~. "' u ..,ec ci. h. ro.,iu.,, h C 
c · th ~ '),'le h P i "o , s c f ar, u ~--l;_n_t""y_-_1 __ i;;_.;..1 _th=-....;;.;;---'-~"-', ....... ..;;_;;;...;;.~;;;._~=-..=.;. 

, c11 iv Ccr1:1Ut)€ c1 ,h Incli111 fHf~ht' rt 
) C 1b• r 1 1 J1 ( t-'h i l-id1 1 ,hi '1: ( .r ic ( In i., • 

ti 01, 1 J1;'l), ,">. I~); , d ~- ln z wit1 .y, _2. ci~., ) 
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having b'--en pror. i.scd by the Mvs ale o nacli· that h1:.,y ~1 ul s a_ e 

"-1Dally with the newcomers th-~1 ben fita cf thdr r s rva icr. Eiehty

on. others elect-d t,o r main in Gklahoma. I (pril, 1 ;11.3, ths l\.~ach& at 

Fort 3ill were released from th\:;'ir status as _prisoners o war. Th~ grcu[ 

1hc had elected to be rcmc-ved to the MescalE.,ro Reservat::.o 1 t rort, ::.ill 

thu a,ne month, t .ing all 0.1 th0ir personal belc_ gings 6XCE-TJt th'-ir 
?. 

catt.le with che'Il • .:,, 

IG is significant:, that Samuel 14. Brodus clai.1E.d th/3.c the group 

,rho weTe re, oved to the Mescal ro Reservation felt that ·ch -y would fL d. 

;nore favorable opportunities for the continuance of tribal li e here 

tha:1 !::,hey had at Fort 3ill. ThE: group who re ained in Cklahc.1a w re. the 

b0tter 1;ducated and :1ore assimilated members of the for!ller l\.pac e priscn

ers of war.40 

!3u.11 ary 

Between Anril and Cc~cber, 1 :,')6, t e ··2ajority cf 1::,hE" Chi ic3.hua, 

'farm ,"JDring, a:1d. Bcdon'~ohe--fivE- h ~dred a!1d sixty i: all--wcre re.. cv d 

fro:-1 Ariz na and Hcxic md cc,n.fi:-ied at •or Hario,1, St. _u.grsti111.-, and 

Fo-c t Pickens, P• ns col8., :F'l orida. l OS,;, whc re_'laL1 d in th.__ Scvth1 ct, 

3Jrhe Comm.it t.oE Sent to the 1ton.chL Priscnc.rs of · 'a : Cclcnv 1 
. L. ;,,ott, rhird Caval y, U. 3. \r11y; H. C. Phil .• , 3 c_et13.ry c~~ ::,b 

'loA.rd cf Indi, '1 CC',:1."TJ.issionf s; d C. L. Eli , Spec.i.al. India1 ~.gent, c 
th(, !3cc_ ,..:to.ri6S nr' ar a'1d 'JlY Iu tt:J Lor, ns,.,curi g the Vot, 1.,f tbL B., d 
of ,1n1,ch, ,.' i C11'T"' of nr s tc t.h Pl2.,- o.f 81 th ,1 nt ft r tel , 1 

~'c. t 3tJl, Gkln.hc14, :i)rc,1tL1' 2, 1,1?, 3cc'"t t'an~r, .1hti n.l /t:rc 
'1,shinston; UJ1\ C, ('"Yr. cit., r--ibl::; , 1d II_; n.1d tzi1 Z \:i.th 

£_2 • (!j_ • ' 'J • 1 I • 

40 3 • 1. r · 1 ' u , , r h C s 
I• j~/-J J fl I j ), • 

r.h , pach, 1 . ' I 
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tr.i.zc1a, and thu !,11.;ocalcro Res·.rvatio , '-'' _ c.:d ..:c, er i r;hJ crn1L ii J 

of tfagdalc11a, 1Jew ;1oxico. 

These Ai ache were ccn i. cd in Florida duri g n~riods rc.:i s V-I 

.. cnths to two years, i_n , laba:19. i r a pe:ciod of s · x c se•1c;.:1 y•.Jars, a_ d 

on the Fort ,Si.11 Mili t:=i.ry Res\-)rva tion, Gklaho,na, for r1L e te~n y0ars. 

rhe social chan~es that took p1a.CP during these w0nty-s""v'"'- yt..ars ar 

U111JI1arized below, with a sepa e:r;e section d=>vctisd to th clla.. ges at. ~ac'1 

location. 

phangos §it_ Fo t Marion and Fore, Pick-ns. The r~pac s prise_ €-rs 

of war con.fin-2d at Fort ti!a.rion wers forced to li v•~ 011 he r~n-.,arts L1sid0 

the :ort u: der crcwded and very unsani ta:-cy ccnd.i t.icn::i. s-1.S a 1·~ sul t, 

twenty-two cf the, ctiGd during their co ino. ent ht.r8. The 2.bSbilC'~ c · 

ruw E:conomic acr,ivity by ·which ~he nen ccul' fulfill the::.r cbliga·c. · C.'.!S 

tc the,ir wives I riarcm ts led to the te rora.ry ab'3.11donnen '., c•f the av . ·clan'.!~ 

pat~::,_:rn betuecn affinss. Cm· hu_1d:red and twc f th childre a.id ac.c.,1-

es e::1ts wGr2 subject.ad to th3 first attc.-r,ts at t.Loir .fcr .. Jal t-.::ucati<....L1. 

Two -:,ducatioa1al prc
0

rai:1s 'Ii re b.:r,u a.t Fcrt Haric1 fur thcst-_ ,aalt..:. acluli...[i 

who -;:L shed to t 1 G adv an !~;=.iEe c,"' thr n. 

rhF,rt s0u1 to hav'- oce,1 few chang1c,s a:ncng the prisont:ts ,, c ,-.rt::.· 

confirLd at Fcrl:; Pickens. . wo f thc,s.; Sl-:V,'i.1 ~Gen rrisG ic s vr r ta ~l t 

th• f~ngl:i.sh l_angUf.1.£.:-by Gecrg0 •
1rntta 

' 
thl.ir inter'"'I' t r a.id \-l~rl-: .:,U j_"-

visor. Jn Ay-i il, 1 !77, the famili s 0 these pris l1S s j ine tlll 
' 

whtll. the: est of t!-J.c,se ~~t Port t r·ic,n w.r rclccn ed at ~1(,u.;1 V r.1 ", 

.,g_rntclrs, Me,bj_l , lsbn.,w.. t Fort fic~ns j i d th 

]_~rur, 



Cha: gcs g_ CarlislE-. lnf h dr a a ,1 t .. C! irica 11.3. 
' 

a 

::,pri g, , 1d Bedonkohe children and adol, scents wero at h-· Carlisl I 1-

ia L1dus trial School, Carlisle, Pcm.nsyl v ia, by 11. y, 1 37. Tl cy werr.: 

subjected to :aany changes herE.. C.nly th0 o.ore signi ica .. t c es .. 1eed 

is ussod hero. (me of their teachers bestowc:d English firs~ a;nc s u;o 

he st udc;nts and taught thorn to approximat -· their Apache n es i w-ri r.

ing, the latter names bGi g usod as surnames. This cha,gt: uas ctlnor in 

comparlso with the skills and trades che Apache stud-. ts acruirt;d at 

Ca lisle. They sr,en t, the sw11:1ers in the hc,mes o ~ white faw.ilios i P .:m .. 1-

syl vania and ,ow J::,rsey, where, they had mor0 opport icy t practice the 

trades and to learn new s ills. ;1ine other '..pache youths werc: sent tc 

Ha.np ton Institute, H pto , Virgi .. 1ia, but t en., is 210 way of 1mcwing wh t, 

their ex ericnces were th "I't:;. 

Cha11ges at Mount Verne.. Barracks. For the first fi vc yt.ars · h~ 

\.pache prisoners of war were confim~d at Icunt Verno... 3arracks, they 

lived in tho tradit,io- nl brush wickiups. Then the · ar Dcpartm.t.,nt riro

vid1:;d the.;n with the tools, lunber, a d a white carpcn er t,o teach th , 

'-o build t,heir own fraJ'l , houses. 

These houses were a badly (eded i:nprovem.ent. Duri the fiv-.. 

ye.g,rc th0y hn<.1 b(wn li vi g in thE wid:iups, the /~pa h.._ prison rs had be<J 

locat:,od on malarial lowlands. SL vent_ -seve:..n 01. th~ 1 had i 'd at d -w1t 

V0r on Barracks by the end of 1 _,3/• Aft< r they had "lCVvd t,h 

r.i1 hieh~r grou.1d, th Leath rat1 deer, a cd • 0VE.nty-1iv< r1..r Ct 11t. h 

fr qu '1CY of t:, 118'-· d .,a hs and thr un-L r tn i 1 y o th ir futur nrc d c ~ 

101mt, 1. n ·rcon on~ t,ho pa h r 

c; {ht t,r n.llcv· .t thoir ,t.n j< 8 Lhr 1 h ·h 
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thus perpetuati~g thb traditional mode o cultur·al co pl 8atic1. rhey 

must have rcliod heavily upon this c0rn b -r, for they were 0bvic,usly 

u_ pr1.,par 'd .f r the conditions of their c nfi?1sment ir 11lab':l.ma. 

l'he _ialc or.isoners, whose social roles as war i0_ s ai.1d hu.1tcrs 

HGro no longer meaaingfuJ_, due to the conditions of their co .. fi . en i. 

a c OI!lj_:ile t'-ly alien environme t, were given the oo,or unity tc e. list as 

soldiers in the Uni ced States _ rmy in 1',.fay, 1 })1. The r!len Hho did nc c 

enlist were allowed to worl off th2 rescrvatiun by de.y, whil~ tho ·,wnen 

sold beadwork and baskets in Mobile or did laundry or the white rocps 

at the post. These were th -3 011ly economic activities open to he '\pache 

prisoners of war during the six to seven y(ars -1--hey Wbre ccnfi~B at 

Mount Vernon Barracks. 

Changes at F0rt Sill. In 1395, year after tho Apache pri&OD-

ers were relocated on the Fort Sill 11ili vary Reservar,i n, Cklahoma, they 

were settled in twelve pernane t villaecs according to 1'-..inship a.rid inti

n1ate friendship. This C<,llowed the!, to maintain the traditional tructur

L g o" ldns nen in extended .familic:s. Evidence was i ven i 1 this -hapter 

that the Chiricahua at _'ort Sill applied a ,natrilocal nil" cf 1ari tal 

rosido ce, whil'=' he 1,fa Spring appare"1 tly apnlic' pa criloctl o,li... 

Huch of the traditio al kinship behavior was obs rv"'d by the.. ache •ris

oncr"' of war dming the i etcon year"' they werL. at F rt Sill, n.. d they 

continued to fir:: rifles and shotguns i11to t.ho air c t-Jr the dt:..ath cf 

f or--H.r war ior and to des '-rc,y all of th12 pr.rsc1 al c orty o c,h 

hil( thJir social r8latic s p0rsisted .mch ns ~h,y hnd b 

1 l ·:,, tht, E-co c,.mic pntt,, 1s f ch ~ At1ach, undurw"nt 8. ~ t, 1 tr lPitio • 

C .tUe th l aj 1· ind11 tr· : • 1h1 C l 
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risoners had also hilly adop··od a cash cco c~y y tr· s i..v. 

thby rec"'iv d 1rom th"' sale of t.ht:ir cac:.tlo an su plus c· or.:-s, ay, a. d 

.t o a drilling rel ls on con tract was eith0r us Gd tc ur crui~c far. i.acl i. -

< ry or put in o a trust f 1.:ud established for their i mtual oe ·1 .t"i t. 

· he radi ticnal ules of ownership in ~rop rty wi.:.;ru al.so gr atly 

1 odificd. Although the cattle and horses were ovmed i dividually oy the 

pache far:i.ilies or by individuals who had no ... ai.1.ily, the fields w re 

owned co,m unally. Each village had a ten acre field which belo gE:d tcJ 

the extended "a:rlily f that village in common. There wert; alsc s vcral 

largc:..r plots that wore owned and worked by all of the arn.ilies ii cc.1.:io, . 

,lthovgh the ownership of stock by nuclear families was noc new t,e, ~he 

1iarri. Spring, it was tc tho Chi icahua arid Bedonkche, who had pcsst-ssed 

animals i1dividually. The ownership of agricultural land by ex l:;nd(..d 

fa::lilics or an entir"' lccal group was entirely new tc., tht; ,1c:nb0rs cf all 

thrsc.- tribes. Ht.hough thu stock were _ot c.1- vd L1 ccnr .. 'lcn, tlLir car 

was a co, au.'lal activity. rhe crops grow11 in th.:- large cell ctive field 

were f orag, for the s tcck. I'hus, stock raising \,las a ccllE..cti ve "'· c:,.__ r-

-;ri.se. 

Tht: ra.l,.jn were givc,1 th'- opnortunity t.o cc,,1tim'" tlrnir -. list ents 

in tho tr1y dm·ing tho entire in0tc,-n years th~y ·w\.:re at? rt :ill. It 

w,9.s rl,ason(.;d that m1lJstment had ow beco;no a tot 1 cplac 

r11iding compl x. rh(., twE-1 Vt. village head '1vll we ~ cnli st d as U it 

:t-:i.tv"' \r 1y Scou s i 1 1 >/.J7 a1d rnn.de rJspcns.Lbl(. .tor th '"'U rd.L ~ti 

qd cl~n1l ne"G oi ~lr villages. 

f ar tr r •r;ir:: t 1J) ~11rn.t i.or 1d th :i 

urg nr, th 

th 

pell 

ut.cl 
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!Li.. ssi nar ies who had. ;~,; tablishod schocl and church ncrth cf H•-d::.ci ,J 

Cr\:! ""k Bl u.ff the same year. His appeal wa, made stro g'--r by his clai'J 

that ho cC'uld curG tuberculosis, the mes t preval t disvas, amo_ g the 

i1.pache prisoners, through the participation of his pa tie ts in th Fi:!'1:-., 

Dance. 1\s the dance was held during the wintc:- months a.ad thr ma ks ,,er 

u.scd int(.:rchangeably by the participants, many of them died cf P!ktlUlonie. 

or tuberculo:3is. Th6 dance was finally controlled after 1902, but tht. 

attitude of rEsistancE- to acculturation persisted. This is lT.ade evident 

by the fact that over two-t.M.rds of the Apache elected to be removed tc 

the Mescal2ro Apache Rf.servation, tJew Mexico, after thE-ir release from 

thrir status as Drisoners of WR.l' in 191.3. Thest: one hundred ar d Gighty

one Apache wt,rc su.pr:-,ossc.ly th:: mors conservative and the least accultu

rated of th former prisoners of war . .l!iighty-o e: others rcmain-d in 

Cklahoma, hoping to receive allotmmts at Fort Sill. 



cur-r.1:.,n VII 

FCRT SILL APACHE SCCit\.L STRUCTURE 

As was statud in thr:! in ruluctio· tc this study, thr_ Fort 3ill 

.1pache describe themselves as an ni dependent" pcoplv i. the sensE.: tha'-

the nuclear fa11ily has beco"Ue tt e basic concmic and social group a.mo g 

them. C e of th aul:,h r I s infor,nants attributed this tc the fact tha 

al1otr.1e.nt o separate tracts of land made it irnp<;ssible t :naintai set

tlement, in exte.aded f8.milios or cc::mnm1al economic activities. The ex

t.ended family is no lon ,sr existent, and the i dividual :1 ·clea:c families 

are dependent 1mcn ther!lselves for much of their ecc!lcmic activities. 

\s their settle:n3nt o separats 9.llotments apoears to have had 

a 1-:i.aj or role in the evolution of the prcsc t social structure of th_ ::Te, t 

Sill oache, it is re13_sonab1E, that the fcllcMi g discussio begin with 

annly~is cf thE:. effect cf allo t~ent c. th& econo i and so ial r1c.la

ticns cf th 1., Fort Sil.l 1\pache. This ax1alysis shculd sc:.rvf as •. necessa y 

bacJ.::g ou!ld f r subsequent discussions cf their kinship behq_vic, noli ci

ca1 o· gA.nization, .na riage rcgul3.tions, rid intertribal a.;1d ii1tcrrs.citl 

relations. The reader is advised that mu-.,h of the follo-1ing discussio 

is based upon the statements of hb author's i rmants. Unlor tunatL ly, 

thc;rG are few docume t ry scurccs 1d n ctlL10 raphic nes that deal with 

thf• F0rt Sill ,'\.pqch~. 
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I ltial \llctmG.t 

Co gr ss passed an act on August 24, 1912, Drovidi.'1g ~ er a11 

appropriation of two hundred thousand dollars ror the reli:.f an.d s-:ttlc

men t f the pache prisoners of ,1ar. ;_ second act was passr- d c, Ju:: e 30, 

1913, r.iaking available an additional one hundred thousand dollars fer 

this pu:r-pos . l)f thf total appropriation, one hllndred and twEnty thc,·L

sa:id dollars was designated for the rc.'llov-al, subsL tencc, a d reestablish

me~1 of the group who were relocated on ths M:escalcrc Res1:rvaticn. Tht. 

remaining o e, hundred and eighty thousand dcllars was set aside for the 

n"establishm·nt of the group who had remained in Cklahoma, i,. eluding the 

ourchap,e ,.,f th0 la ds of deceased Kiowa, Comanche, a.id Kicwa-Apache al

l 
lotSt,S for reallotm,nt to these former Apache pris0ners cf war. 

It i,c_; obvic,us that Congress had decided to -re ov'-' thE:se '~ ache: 

from Fort Sill and use the lad ceded to the Government for ... he purpose. 

of their allotment for military purposes. I this r spect, the nai.~e 

11F0rt Sill Anache 11 seems to have originat0d during the ti:nc: when it was 

still thought that the form r Apache priscners of war who r mained in 

Oklahoma would receive their allotm .nts from this land. This is cnly a 

supposition nn the part of the author, for there is no clear stat 1rnt 

in any source on the origin of this name. 

ThE" Government had -our hased the allotments cf sevcnty-fcr:r 

deceased Kiowa, Coma che, and Kiowa-Apache allottuc,s frc!n their leg l 

L.Jil li m M:i.1U1nr,rman, Jr., \ssistant Comnissione cf Indi '1 

faj_rs, U i ted S t,ates D t art.rnt t o.f the IntE ricr, ffic cf Indiaa 
Affairs, ·'ashin:rtc,n, D. C., y 21, 1934, to th1::. Honorable El 1 r .hcn"I. 

TJnit,.d State,s Senate, twc, pa r-s, 11 t11ont R crrdG: Fcrt .3ill · , ch , 

Ki.r1wn Indian •\g~'ncy, t\nad l·c,, Cklahom • 



154 

hEdrs by the nd r f 1913. The Kiowa Indian AP.,er cy i 1.nadarko, Gldaho 

1 as thPn instructed to issue these allotments to the Fort Si. l Apache i 1 

tracts of one hundred and sixty acres of grazing l.e,,d or eighty 11cr0s o 

agricul t.ural land OI1 the basis of their selections. ThE only stipula

::.ions wer•"' that: (1) t.hosE:. allotments selected by thE. he~ds of fanilit..s 

and single adults over eight6en years of agF were not to exceed a cc.st 

of three thousand d llars each, and (2) those allotments sGlc::cted by -;:,he 

! arried women whose husbands w0ri: living 9.nd the !ll.inors w:::r·- net ";", ex

c0ed a cost of two thousand dollars each. 

Aftcr these initial allotm,nts had been is surd, there w1c, e 

twelve: minors ad one adult who had not received ths:ir allctmE-.it becausG 

the on(.; hundred ad dghty thousand dollars appropriat,;:d !:o::: -sh .... allo -

ment of la.nd to the Fort Sill Apael't had be"cn exhaust d. f: addi;-,icnal 

$30,404 was sot asidt:: by Congress for th. pw.·cha.se of all,,t:i~:it.s fer 

these thirteen Fort Sill Apache in J.92J. 2 

Al though the:,re were only eighty-one former ApachE' prisont-rs of 

war who had r0maini.::;d in Oklahoma, three f the white personnel who :raan

agul their affairs at Fort Sill, George 1 Trattan, Marti Grab, and Edward 

Lewis Pelch, recei vcd allotme.:1ts with the Fort Si 11 f. ache 1 1der agrtJc

Jllent with the· D ,partm nt c--f the Interior.
3 

The author was u.nablc 0 

disc·ver who r~ceived the other two allotments cut of the t~tal cf eighty-

2Mi·".lillcrman, QQ_. 2,·i.t., p. 2; and ,l8n L. Rnmons, Con":lissicncr cf 
Indian t\.ffairs, Un.ited u·at s DPpartm nt f the Intori( r, Bur 1 c 
I di 1hfairs, •·ln.shi..ngtcu, D. C., July 1, 1960, to tll thncra.blc 1' by 
1c ... ris, Hous,:o r> 11,P•Dr(Si::mtativ s, ,Jn.;3hingtcn, D. C., J.lot"ll nt R c r<ls: 
Fcrt 'H 11 ~,pn.ches, YJ.t a I dia ',guncy, t adarko, 1clahom • 

J hif; infcr,aLion w s iv-•n by on· of th uthcr 1 s il1LLr1' ts. 
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six issued to th, Fort Sill Apache. Four o th pacho allcttc s. ever 

occupied their allotments. o had eone to live i 1 .Jew Ycrk City; c,_ 8 

o thor w0n t to Mescalero, but rocei ved an allotra . i!l Gklaho a; a:,: d th, 

fo rth w s thL· son of o e f the two who had gone to 1ll.:w York. 4 

ho allotment werE. all lccated n he outskirts o" th& co.n

muni tics of 4.pachc and Fletcher, lJklaho.na, or th of 1i'ort Sill. G th~ 

eiehty-c,nr3 F0rt Sill hpach·' who received these aJ lot-.n0nts, sixt -f.lve 

::~ecei ved eighty acre allot - ts; six recei v-3d allot_ ont 0 O.L less than 

eighty ac :.s; and the other nine received allotments of between eighty 

5 and one. hw1drod · d sixty acr s. 

:rh,.:, J!"'ailure of 1~r,:ricul turc 

Cue of the author's info nants reported th3.t ct all cf the Fo 

3i11 -l.nache began farming on heir allo tmE.-n ts: 

••• A., my brother-in-law, went off to Tork so,ewhe_e as a carp2.11-

tor. I thinl he was worki: g at Mountain View, that L dia.'. schocl 

whore lots of Kiowas were living. Some others 1<:mt to work down at 

the Fort Sill School. 1-Tot all went _,o 'armi g, but those with big 

families, most of then did. Tley had to, wh-ther hey w 1ted tc or 

not. You couldn I t make enm:.gh mo:'.l.ey doing something else. 

It is obvious that hose wh did begi f rming on their P.llc -

'TI.ents drew upon their expE:ri nces t Fort Sill. One L1 rmant said hat 

they grow sweet corn, wheat, alfalfa,, ric 1nill0 t, and cot t ·n. ith 

the oxcepti D of whc:at, all of thes- crous had been rais d at Fort Jill 

by the l\.pach0 priso110 s of wa • Hrn,1,~v r, farming at Port Sill ha b c, 

done ol l0cti vE-ly on vil1ag. tracts or lar[Jc co1.1:n nal ori1::s. Few of tlk 

4sec US/\. ,1CI1, o. cit., p11. 49, 105, 116, a,1d 11 a. 

5 \l1c tr110 

/,n clarko, Gkln.ho,n 
H.ocords: '""o t ,)ill \'7:ich s, Kiowa I d · ::t 1 " ncy, 
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tort ;:,ill . ach were prepared or far ing CJD sc.paratu tracts o la!id 

wi h each nuclear family having to depend upo itself. 

was solved by seeking advice from white f arrne ., • 

his probl m 

The :Wort Sill \pache suffered total crop losses L om drought 

during 1917 an.d 1918. 6 C.me of thE- in ormants reported that they msnaged 

to get through the winter of 1918-1919 on bank loans which r,hey paid 01.f 

during the next few yE:ars. D ring the years that their crops survived, 

the F'ort Sill Apache sold the su pluses at the Farmer I s 1- .rket in •ipac 8, 

'klahoma. The wheat was sold to a grain company in Apach6, and the cot

to to the gin int.he same community. 

A few of the :lpache farmers owned hor.ses, mules, and dairy 

cattle, but in no la ge numbers. It is sur risi g that they raised hcgs 

and chickens, since their atte pts to do so at Fort Sill had been total 

failures. However, the: author's informants indicated that few f the 

Fort Sill Apache maL1tain the traditional taboos on perk and domes ic 

fowl. (me informant stated that he had eaten bear meat after set.· ling 

on his allot.. en t, some thing ho would ,10t have dared to o un.dc➔r th- pr-- -

scriptive patturns of his tribal cul·ure. 

Outside of the few ani:mals tnt-n tioned above, th<::, Fer t, Sill , pachE: 

have ;nado nc attel(rpt.s to raise stock on thE:ir allot::n,., ts. 

ten thousand cattle ow,v:cd by the \pacho prisonc.::, of war 2:, 

The herd 

·t 'ill 

were loft with th se 1.-:ho re:nain::,d in Gklah 1 a. ~L st oi' th s\;; cattl w- r, 

sold to the highest bidders in May, 1913. Th proct:.1:;.ds ~ t 1 s 1 ,;1:;;n.:. 

~- K. Sni k," Th'" r · -\.rnmn.l 
.:.:a:.;:;c.c:p'""cJ""r--'t.;.....;;o_f.......,t;..;1""'1c;;..· ..:;B:;..;:.;a:.:• r;;..d:;._=--=:..=-.;;;..;;...;;..;.......a---"------I--n:-d_i_l_\...1--R-:-~l7' f_,l-;--1 t_.,:-•' --~-----'_,_( L1-
c r, rnr, at.cd) for t.h, Year ,ndino- ucc ab~n· 1? 1'" 1,~ ( ,'hi. . lffi 
7'rthJ Indian Rights \ssociation, 1913, p. 10-11. 
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divided prop ·,r-tio att..ly amone the f rm .... r owners, beth t,hos0 1;1he, reLa3.i. cd 

l ·1 l kla.homa 1d those wh WG!l t to Hc,scale:,rc. The:, "Jor 

1.llowed to k .ep a few of the cui., s and thEdr horses. 7 

ill .pac ~ w.._r, 

Until the late 1350 1 s, agriculture was th8 ajcr i. dustry of the 

Fort Sill 1:i.pache, but has bE:;on nearly abandom:;d sL1cG the .• 

we e:, given by o (:, cf tl . infori ants as follou: 

l c r...,asc. s 

It seemD like everyone who stayed h re i1 Cklahoma an got allct:.it.... cs, 

and started far,ni g, made goo • We all had a boon cron the first 

year. "\ e knew everything abo t farming bof ere we l-.3ft ..,er t ill, 

<.:-XCE-pt or cottoa1, a 1d white farmers camE: are11:1d tc tell us how to 

grow and pick tha ·• v.e did well except for just a few years un.til 

about 1940. 1h~.n hey started usi g trac tcrs a.rid all of his ot,her 

machinery started cmning out, like combines and ms hanical deviciss co 
1)ick cot toa, corn, ru d separate wheat grai.'ls fro:rn the chaff. "'ell, 

white farmers could afford those and they had more la .. d. EvGn if 1..rc 

-:::ould afforJ. them, you ca:.'11t use anything but a tractor o, cight:.y 

acres O.L land. Th(u the Gcver11men came i with all o thosE- co -

i:.rols and sta tcd t,e;lling farmers all over ths country wh t they 

could and couldn I I:, g1now, and hew much. ,ill r)_ t'i . paches got dis

gusted a:.1d all but, j us.L a few sold all o.f thcir u1uipc!G.1t a. , qui~. 

R. a.'1d a f<:,M others got tractor3 and kept on, R. quit ~arming abcut 

six 01· seve. years ago .••• :..Jow, L. is ·the only ens who fa_,1s. JE

is a protty good farms~, out w1co have all been wond ring whe .. he will 

,,ive up. 
.. 

we, of the.. infor1iants reported tha thE. 1, ar D~nart·n(, t, had s 1 

some cf th, a:,ricu.l tural oriuipr10.nt that was owned in co 1rrao by the Apache 

·orisoners of war to the F rt 0:U.l 'pach•~ farners. Lh·.:o 'gricultural quip-

rn.e1 t that had be-=in issm ... d to them at Fo t 8ill was si ... ;Jly given c th•~ 

For c, Jill tLpachc. These ,\pachc W<::r1.. cc ,...t01:1ed tc h 1·s1.-d aw 1 lows d 

harvi::.sti g by hand. Tho 1nachi es th~y had bee1 taught us1: at Fo.d, 

JilJ. and w possessed were eith~r nc lolger fw1cti aal 0 bcc~n bs -

le ,= aft(;r the ope r c-s o i. nprcvcd nachiD.es duri P th1:: 1 _,/4n1• ·1nd 

1J50 1 s. Bclng 1~ablc to a ford t~- nFW machines or 0 c01 et 

7
2, u BotzLncz wi.th 1ye, 2.l2.• cH., pp. 200-;-> 11. 
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with white farmers in wGstcrn Cklaho.a, the· ajo icy of the Fort 3ill 

1\pache abandondd ae;ricul t.ure. The few · rho bought tractors acid oth•~r arr

riclD. tural nachi es havG either died or have been forcGd through L arc· al 

ha dship a.1d sic · ess tc abandon agriculture. Except for the one m who 

is still farming on his allotment, the ther Fo l, Sill Apache rnt3n new work 

for wages wherever they car1 find employment. 

It is obvious thA.t the aba:1d0nr11Gnt of agricult1.1r · as 1 Gconcnic 

activity had a severe p~ychological effect u90~1 the ,.,1en. ·~he cJ.aj ori ty cf 

them we e orn duri,1g c nfine-aont in Alabama or at l<'ort Sill 1d had ac

c.uired identities as cattlemen, soldiers, and far'".crs. They had lost their 

opportunities to raise cattle or enlist in the United St.ates A.r:iy as I -

dia:1 Scouts in 1913, 'lJith the abandonment of agriculture during the 

1940 1 s and 1950 1 s, t.hcy ,r<:re forced to seek new identities. Gne cf the 

inform.ants stated that ma1y cf thc0 men seek rel5 .. t:f through alcoholic 

bsvcrages, while th8 women tend t0 bi-:, rr1 rE. rs~orvsd and simply long for 

revival o.f he livi.ng sta:1dard they o .. joyl~d uring their .. ineteer ye.a s 

at Fort Sill. However, ncne of the Fort Sill '\p che have sought to re-

lievc th0 tensions brought on by th ir present oco1 omic co, ditions thro h 

i.:.he use of peyote:., and the a.uthor 1 s infornm.ts dE.clared that there is 

little 11ossibility that a.ny of their tribe Ever will. 

The lack of any clear 1.rturc f r the tribo has caused th~ ld1c;r 

generations to ei thor fear th~ futurd or t take an attitude.- f L1di fer-

E. CE. to it; how0vE- , the,y do not lo g for revival of the abori inal 

cul·uro. 

I .wo E.; w nts to go b::i.ck to tho lcl w y, i_ t I s )nly Dn.c nc .i:'ar 
wh"',1 we wen' at Fort, Sill. The re I s nc 0,1 h we uJ.' l .wy th <f:'..,.V it 
WA.'1 in fi'l.or:ldn. a d , 1 abn..na--all c i' r 1.i.r p o Jl dyint: ( 'f. I'h ~ w v 
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pach,:,S lived b ck in .icw Hezlco and Ariz0 a is sc ~ar oack, a: d 
so di ;ftront to the way , c live now, -1:mt we all 1,. cw om· you..e 
pe ple would 1 1 t, llkL it,. If anyone longs for it, we just, t,e;ll :,hrs ., 

"stop your droani g ! 11 

Their attitude is 0;1A f lconomic d~fc t, 11adu mcrE- dcpr ssing 

because r.iany of thi:.: yc·u11g peoplo have le "t the tribe. to "ind jobs i: r,hc 

lar er cities L Cklahoma or in cbhcr states. 'heir par~nts de not 

creatly resent this, for they realize chat thE- y01L.1g p oolt- 11 ••• will 

have to make livef.? fer thEfilsolvos wit.ho t, ovr help. 11 

The 3tructure of the Tribe 

The author's in.formants gave the impression Lhat the For Sill 

'1.pache don t exist as a tribe. There is little social cohesion a.norg 

it3 membe:cs, as is indicated by the fellowing state:rn.ent: 

1 /hen we left there [Fort SillJ we all went our separate ways. • • • 

Pe didn't work together any rnorE:. It seems like we all wet away 
. rom oach other. Only when we have a tribal neeting do wo get to

go ther. Tlwri-j is soruetiins:::s scxT,f) quarreli g then about sosc thL1g. 

ciomeo e wants so c0 thi11g cne way and s meone else wants it tho o her 

way. 

Although these 1:1.e<c,tings r.1ay 1 '° atttonded by th1... tribe as a whole, 

they are u.:,ua1ly callE-d for th assc1oly of the tribal business • .1.. 
COI:"Cll 1..,-

tee, which is the only ooli ti cal u:.1i t within th tribe. 

• • • You se , , we a c; not · 'l or "'anizGd tribl' . de I t havt con-

sti tutio of by-1 ws like these other India'l tribes have 11 vvr 

i:,his cou11t1·y. 11,, have to clE'ct a leader to rE.oprt.,sc. t us, but it 1 ::: 

all u.nde one loader [i.e., the le· dcrshi of the Fort Sill \nachc 

tribo is n t divided]. e ar ... a S1nall tribt.- at y-.....ray, a 1d then. a 

not -.::n ugh neople qualified to be the secretary er tr usurer [of 

the tribe J • l- ca 1 1 t afford to have a iyc110 trai.1cd l i thL r. Sc, 

B. occupies all o.f the o officGs. llo I s the chair :1~ 1 o m· b -~i-

1e::ss eotill•littt:to. 1huH w0 want to hav1:.. a ·n'---vLinc tc di::icu.:s · lJ' 

rrobl£::m o j_ t.••rGst to the whclc tribt-:, ••• , he h tc ,_ll it, 

tut ho dot-sn I t rUJ.1 thc.: 11 she. w. u s<~vc yo gets n ch H.! t" ,JnlJ' • 

Thr ,. is nc ori:icip~l f' ,,. t 1 ,. .,l11; i-hJ it h s b 1 v :::
sine wu wer<:., tahn to flc ridR. 
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rhvse ae tings, which arE. always h0 ld at tho '-1.'Jac c. ~. or _ 

Church in Apache, Lklaho'll.a, and the religious s0rviccs held at this 

church are the only sccial PVG ts which bring the: trio<:, togethdr, i:,houg} 

there are a few members of tht:, tribe who attund services at cchE,r churcht-s. 

One informt:uvit said that, before the Fcrt Sill A ache had aba.1dc.:ied agri

culture, one o the members of tho tribe organized a Fire Da.YJ.ce grc.up 

and held the da_ ces e:Ltr.v:,r on his a.llotm.ent or that of his fir t cousin. 

There was good attG: dancr:> at these dances, but his son, whc succeE:ded 

him as the Fire Dance leader, holds the dance only at the ~merican India! 

Ex:posi tion in Anadarko, Gklaho.na, each summer. The informants declared 

that, whe.a the Fire Dance was held for thE- benefit of their tribe alo~1- , 

it served as a :neans of tribal identification, but that it no long-r does 

so. They felt that the dance had lost its m\:;ani. g whe i was ccnducted 

simply as a dramatic prc,duction for the e joyment of those who do not 

ow its significance wiGhin the co;1t.ext f the traditi.c al ,Jar ... -, Spr:__ g 

ad Chiricahua cultures. 

F•::;w c;f the F'ort Sill Apache attend the celebration o the Fire 

Dance and thG gi ls I pubeyty rite held on the Moscalc.ro 1,pachc. ::teserva

ti on every July Le, nor do thGy att011d the powwm s of the-. Plai1 s tribes 

i Cklahcrn,.'J. with any freque11cy. It is o:1ly the twenty- our original 

Fo· t ,.,111 :,pachc ( those who remained in Cklahoin-'3. a tLr 1913) who are 

st111 livine in f\ ache, Fletcher, or Lawton, lkl8horu, ·hhc a.tt1:; .. rct t 

m i. ritain thr,ir- r l bal idon t · ty. However, t,h-y havl.:, .1 desL·• to .ai -

tain th8ir own tribal ident:l ty at -he expe 1st.. of th~ ir childrc. .1 whc have. 

5Trwy do this by r1 .1 er ing o th~ 1s, 1 v s 
,;pri.n~ .\".'J,'lChe, b t to the:• '-ri_bc 1.s ,he.le as 1"c1·t 
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bo"'n socializ<.:::d to 11."llcrican patt0r. s cf cultur\;_; a. d 'I.! 0rica: valu s. 

They wish to imbue th0ir childru11 with a Jr.,. owledg& 1d armr0.ciaticn o 

their tribal heri tagc without onco aging their partici~:iation i. tribal 

life. They believe that their participation in or ac.t~ndance at tribal 

cer="moni ·s will thwart this p11rpose. 

'There is a deeper sense in which thG tribe as a social unit is 

no. -existent. Apnroximately cne-third of the Fort Sill Apache have ,o.ar-

C 

ried Caucasians or Indiat1s of other trib s. The offspring of these 

mixed marriag shave only one parent who can identify as an Apache. lhe 

chances that may of these children ferl any identi ication with the Fo t 

Sill l\.pache full-bloods as a group a e extremely 1initcd. The authcr 1 s 

infor,nants declared that all of the yow1ger generations of their tribe 

"are almost just like white people. 11 This claim is discussed in grater 

detail i:i the follo,1ing sections of this chapter. 

Persisuencc ancl Change in Kinship Behavicr 

\s stated in the last chapter, the Apach0 nrisonors of war were 

sottled in twelve e::,xtcmded families during their i cteen year's ccnfi "'

.,1ent at Fort Sill. rh0sc extendud families wer;;. di vidcd 1. h., the p cl1t. 

prisoners were giv<m thG.ir freedom in 1913 and were spli b"" w"'e. thL 

group who i,lE-nt to Mcscalo_ and tht. 0.10 whc re:..1aL1 d in LkL .. ho a. rh"-

su ttlement of the latter group en individual allot.nents lE: ~t hL:n. with 

,10 0"0por unity to rc,group in extended families. s a result, c.he 1 clear 

.f .1il beca..rne th- oasic socio-_,co 10 nic rcup a:-110 G th For· 'ill nacl 1..:. 
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'rhf: lat er fac st1gges t,s that the amount of traditional kinship b8havicr 

observed by the Fort Sill A.pache has been, and still is, ex reuely lir-1-

itcd. The evid0nce suppo t;i, g this assumption is presented below. 

Kinshin rerminology. !\.11 of the informants had difficulty 

providing the 1·Jarrn pring and Chiricahua kinship terI!ls for co.:wanguin-al 

relatives of the third ascending generation and the second a:1d third des

cending generations. They apologized for this difficulty by stat·ng that 

they have replaced the traditional kinshi·p ter::nin0logies with th An 6ri

can one for t.he benefit c,f their children a:1d randchildren who do not 

understari.d the 'v.Jarm Spring or Chiricahua dialects. They stated further 

that they ran,: y t 1 so t,h traditional kinship terms, .r'or their scci2.l co'1.

tacts with members of the tribe wh c y1 communicate in these dialec ::.s 

have been limited primar.ily to those of their own ge, era tion er that of 

their parents since 1913. 

Parent-Child Relations. Much of the traditional bGhavi r between 

parents and children is still observed by the Fort Sill u.pache. Tw0 cf 

the author I s informants reported that, though the Fort Sill ~pache ~1.c 

longer believe in supernatural power, tho Fire Dance is s t;ill haaded drn, _ 

from parent. to child. This includes the songs, dance s-r,0ps, symbcls, a:: d 

ceremonial paraphE:rnalia. Ono o.f th0se infor11ants reported that hi 

half-sister, who is the only living member of hv tribe who make bog_d ' 

articles for sale, lear ed her desig s and techniqt E:. s fro;n h r r.1other. 

Ul of he i formants declar'3d that no atte 11pt is 1nadc by Fort 

Sill Apache paren t.s to educ te their children in the t;radi io. al \ · r. 

,..;pring ur Chiricahua ,norcs, norms, ·1d values. Tl1ly d attP'mt to j_ 1-

nart. 9ome lr.nowlrdee o th<sc to thc·ir childr1.;1, out. don t c. 1:.:.t t.h 1 
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t:.c acquir these to tho 0xclusior o chos expec bd of thG .. 1 by heir 

whl t neighbors. I stead, hoy "-' c0uragc their chil<L ei t,o acquire 

m ·rica.n valuer; and behavior patt0r.1s and insist that they complc c a 

high-school education. Several O.L the yow gt-r adul s ir · hE- ribE- havc-: 

recGi ved coll ge degrees, one as high as the i11aster' s. 1he 8duca ioL o 

heir children has become the only hope the Fort Sill Apache have that 

the yom g~r generations will be able to overcome t.he econo ic si tua i0!1 

of the t:.ri be • 

Before the aba.'ld nment of agriculture durL1g the 1940 1 s a .. nd 

1950 1 s, the children participat.ed in many of the farming activities with 

their parents. However, few of them had any desire to farn on their ow 

a.rt.er they comp le t.ed their high-sch0ol education. The author's in or::na: s 

reported that any of the young people leav the ribe and seek jobs i 

ot,hcr ..,tatGs. They attributed this to the fact that the Fort Sill pache 

hav"' a tendency to ,aa.k t, 1eir children financially i dep de t after they 

hav"' reached adolescence. Adolescents ar 6:>..l)ectsd t g t jobs and l'-c:\C;p 

their own bank accoun s. One i formant stated that his childre, ar\:: r"'-

luctant to borrow money ro:.n him, although tley are assured that. h ill 

loat1 them as much as he ca.ri i=tff ord. 

Fright is no longer used as a meruis of disciplining childrs,1. 

Scolding, tho withdrawal O.L pri vileg s, and physicc 1 pu_1is n.e11t hav' 

taken its place as corr<cictive d1:..vici:,s. C e infor,.1ant stntod th'lt th r 

is a re:.lucta.1c(; o '·he part of t e par ts to use !)hysical u i"'l1.-:i t i.1 

nubli c, al though 11 child I s onsanguineal re la.ti V<:: s o tllL first 1d 

s C(Jnd 3.sccndi g gener tion" night scold hi1 if th 

nt or th child f:-iils t obly his ar(,1ts. 

a t.s nr 1 ~ • ,.,_ 
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Social RE..laticns Hi thin Lmc I s Cw-n G0 eratiof1. Gne in ·ornn;1 

tnted that older boys and girls in his village at Fort J.'11 we_e requirJd 

to care for their younger brothers and sisters if the moGher were away 

from home. He asserted that his custom prt:Nails today. Hcwcver, there 

is a t ndency to delegate this responsibility to oJ.disr girls UillGss the 

eldest child is a boy. He stated further that adolescents and adults are 

still expected to remain aloof from their sibli gs and cousi s of the 

opposite sex, althoucrh the custom of total avoidance betwee1 ccusi so:' 

the opposite sex is no longer practiced. All of the informa1ts repcr·vE..d 

that they have intimate and op3n relations with their siblings d c usL s 

of the same sex. The men sp nd much of th ir 1 isure time with their 

brothers and male cousi s, conversing in the farm Spri g dialect, or dis

cussing varm Spring history and culture. 

The taboo on risque talk between ~iblings and cousi s cf eich r 

sex is still rnaintainE.,d, as is indicated by the followL g stat ment: 

My brother and I might talk about sex, but we are very touchy abcut 
that. He might talk about sex when no one olse is around, oecaus 
sorn.eti.nes you have to talk about sex. But we don't talk asty er 
j ok • Maybe my brother would be tollL g s meone a dirty joke and I 
come around. m.. s ,ops that and s ti -, ts talking about something els • 
i'h...; ,aches carry that [taboo against risque talk] cut to thb fourth 
generation, whether thC:>y a_e your own or ymrr ,.J"iJ.c1 s :relatives. You 
ca.t1 talk to someone else abou" sex wi · hout eri1barassment. 

This informant added that ssx is noith0r discuss0d n r lJ.ud d. 

to by persons f opposite sex, whether they arc rela ives or o. :-I 

--xplained that this was the reason th{:; u t.hor I s one f eu1al i f orr1 1 t 

refused to give him any in ormation on childblrth. 

Parent's Sibling-Slbli g's Child Relations. 'w s at\d , rli c 

in this chaptc:r, the F rt. Sill Apach ca.mot c-xpcct cco.1 lie 
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from thGir rt;lati vcs outsid" of the nuclear fa · ly 0xc pt thro~ _ 

borroui g. However, loya11:;;v- and kil'ldly intf st b,G\fot.m e;go a.i his 

aunts and uncles are still maintained. Cne L ~orma.1t indicat ,d that 

oruha11s or aba...'1do ed children would still be aJ,:ea in by heir par--n 's 

siblings and raised by them, though there has b-en li~tle eccssi y for 

chis among the Fort Sill Apache. ilthough the training of boys fer ~ar

ticipatio in raiding, warfare, and hunting and the girl's puberty rite 

have long since been abandoned, all of the informants stated that they 

still feel respcnsi.ble for the welfare cf their neices and .£phews. 

Grandparent-Grandchild Relatio s. Children no longer live with 

their grandparents except when their parents are divorced and the not.her, 

who receives them into her custody, is unable to cRre for them. Shcrt 

visits a:ce made to the homes of ths grandpare~-its, out rarc;ly t:xte. d 

beyond a few hours. 

R1:.,.la ti ot.1s Bet 1..reen Affi.ae s. Cne inf or.nan t report1::;d that tht. 

"'ort Sill ',pach6 ccn tinut:od to observe tht:: traditional avoida..1ce patter_ s 

be.tween affincs aftor they left Port Sill. de cffercd the follc·,tlng as 

an e}rample: 

AftE;r we had been releasE.,d from Fo1~ t Sill ru1d wcr ar "lL g cut here, 

D. and her husband had a Ford touring car. They went down tc the 

railroad station to pick up her father whc had cum,, frc.: 111.:.scale~ 

to visit thG:r1. They hw1g a cloth be tween the fro t seat aid the 

back so that t e cld 1'1.llil could sit L1 the back a':'ld he ai.1d L. vc uld:1 1 t 

have to SCL each 0th r. They did that the whole ti·ne h\.:;; was h re. 

l'htse voidance pat' erns, i cludL1g those b1.;;tween s ns-i -law 

and illothers-L1-law, have si ce been aban o ed. 

affin0s is still observed. Par •nt:.:-in-law and "hiJdrt.:n-in-hw '"'t · 11 

re r in from calli g r uch otht by n8.!:lE:;, thourrh th uth r iG lGlU' 
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.,rheth r Harn SprLng and Chiricahua or t. oric& kL shi.,"J tr.;r!1'3 ar, ti ..,E:-d i 1 

this respect. 

'The TreatmC;.nt of Doceased Relatives. ThE:. Fort Sill ,, ach- c 

not mourn the d6ath of male relativ~s by firing aLmill1itio. i, to ths ai~, 

though t.h-y continue to d stroy the personal prope.rty of 

relative. Tho latter custor,:i is, however, greatly modified. 

A..r1ything he had wh .n he was li vi g, they des troy i · or burn it up • 

Even th-3 dishes and good China are destrcyod. They des trey al ything 

that will bring back the mcrncry of their loved o- e. .Tow, if he had 

a horse, they wou1d.:11 t, kill it, like they used to. ~h8y 1 d k;c;ep it. 

nd the house too--that goes to the principal heir. If he had a 

car, I think ·hey 1d ss11 it and not keep it around to remind th8~ 

of the owner who has died. If he had had cney, of cours they 

wouldn't get rid of it. They n~ed it too b d to do l:,hat. 

The infor:nant who mad._, this statenent added that there are Icw 

wo,.1en who have cut t,heir hair "hort following t.he:: death cf a hu3ca1d or 

relative. 1kwev~r, ;1iany do wear ld clothEos uhile mourtting a:1d bur_ 

them aftE:;r ths E10urning ericd he.s elaps::;;d. Most cf the 1cur:1ing is done 

b hb w0r1en a.id lasts from six months t two years. 

(me info I11ant c'tated that few of the F rt Sill ~p!lche destroy2d 

the p opcrty of the decuased after they 1 ft, Fort Sill U.'1 il trey ac

qui ed a mere substantial inancial position. Most of ..,hem sir1Ply moved 

away from thL old hor:i.os '·E:ad and earl}') .Jd out for a few months, er li vcd 

with rele. i ves, until th l:10 °n:i ng perj od ,. as cv&r. Then they e blU 0 !ll-d 

t.o their allotment.sand resumed thdr family li 0 as usual. · hb fact 

that their ec nor'lic nosl tion today is slightly b tt r th it Fas i 

1')13 urobably a councs fc,r the fac that the Fort 'ill ch ·r h -

ivc. about the a,10u.1t of proo l'vY of t-J1<.., dccc.,ased thy d strcy. 
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Onv i for.n.a t reported that th.., Fort ::,ill .pachc co. cL u,, to 

)rohibi t marriag,rn between individual:J who arl wi thi 1 1. our g 8ratic g 

of rolationshiI) with oach other: 

1-u1yone outside 01.' 1. our generations you can marry. uo one th..i.nks 

iyching of that. But anyone inside. of four ge!'leratio 1s it 1c.uld 
be wrong for you to 1rrarry. 

An.other iru or1na..1t s ated that the majority of thb r1arriagt;s 

the Fort Sill l1.pache have taken place in churches. The brid1.:. price, 

utual xchango of gifts between the families O.L 0··-ie cou"<Jl~-, 1.1d bride 

service hB., 1.11 been abandoned. A. third i!1fon'lwre, reported ~ .at, t.rn 

obligation of married men to provid0 for their parents-in-la·,, is often 

overlooked today. This is probably due to the economic independe1ce of 

the nuclear families. A fourth informant felt that narriages ar~ much 

more stable today than they werE: bef or 1913. t-=ari tal rc:sidence is now 

strictly neolocal. 

Intertribal and Interracial Relatio s 

Jozhe says that the :nombership of the Fort Sill '\pache Tribe was 

approxi~;iately one hund·red a1d fifteen in 1962. 10 As stated carlit'r, one 

third of them havs married India. s of oth<:;r trib3s or Caucasiar s. Th<.: 

majority o those 1,1 have 'Harri d I dians of other tribes have tak 

Comanche or Kiowa as their spouses. Social rt:lations between hes thret.. 

trlbes are still intimate, and they attend each other's pcww ws 

eligious services at the sad1c churches. 

10Jozhe, 212.• cit., p. 432. 

d th 
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There have never been any friendly relations betwe&n t!c For 

Sill 1!.pache and thE. Kicwa-Ap che. une of thE inform ts statEid that 

ttThe Kiowa-1\.pache never let us forget that we were 'hostiles' and prisc"

ers of wqr. 11 The hos tile atti tu.de of t,he Fort 0 ill A.pachE- toward he 

Kiowa- pache is bore out by the fact that the three membe s e,f thb for

mer tribe who married Kiowa-Apachis became outcasts amcng their own people. 

The Fort Sill !\.pache dr aot refuse an invitation to put on the F'iro Dance 

er the back-and- "ort1~ dance at Ki..owa-, pach8 powwows, but remait1 at hese 

celebrations for tho duration of their part in the program, then _ etm·_ 

home. 

Ce informant indicated that the Fort Sill Apache harbor a 

hostile atti tu.de toward the ::chiricahua Apache" on the Mescale.co Apache 

Reservation, 1Jcw Mexico: 

Aow the Chiricahua are still trying to take advantage of us. They 

are tryin to cl9,im that, we 1.fa.rm Sp i g Apache · ever existed. They 

are denyi g their own relatives. The Chiricahua think that they 

are 11big .shotsn among the Indians of the Southw'3st, I ue s becaus1:; 

they got so ;nuch attent,icn. A lot of historians and scientists 

[i.E:.., anthropolot.;ists) have writt,en them up coo, out when the tr th 

is knoi,m, I gusss they will repent and say that hey are sorry. It 

uill be toe, late then! 

There! is a pare tly little vi iti..ng between thE:sc two gr ups, 

t c,ugh the author's informant,s indica· ed hat t,her2 -1as n ch !;'le_ i1 er

ccursc between them in the past. 1\pnarently, the antagcnis,._ be tween 

t,hese tw eroups is recent and was caused by the cl i:n of ht Chiricahua 

'l.p che at Mescalero that t,h0 ' arm Spring ·-1\:!rc an eastern band -~.., the 

Clrtric;ihua tribG. 

In spit· or t, e, fact that SE veral o.., th0 :1 have "narri. d C<1 · 

th r~c r Sill Ana he, h':lvc mixed feeli. rss t ']rd d1i to \.ril ri 1'"'. r 1l 

' 
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ne ory of the injustices they and their a CGS t,cr:J have sul' red is still 

c-u e .1. r a bitter attitude toward r,he U ited StatE.s Gov1:::r_ nG t. They 

tend t,o ide ti y the overnment, with the Caucasian race as a whole an 

project their feelings toward the former onto all white strangers. Ce 

informant stated that there are few white Amcricru s his people a e will

ing to trust, though they will extend their trust to any white /l.Jne-ican 

who gains thei resnect as long as he or she deserves it. 

his informant gave the following state:n nt, with respec to his 

feelings on inter arriage with Cancasians: 

I think that it's right that they should marry. This yomg crop 
[generation] ow--they don I t 1rn0w the old Apache ways, a.rid they 
are almost like white people. After all of the old people are gone, 
therE, will be none left who know the old Apache w&y or the 'pache 
language. Very ~ew of them know any words at all. 1:ihen that hap
po [i.e., when all of the older generc-t-,ior..s h1w died], there 
1• ill be no more l\.paches, just Indians llving like white peonle. 
They mght as well marry 1,;hites, because they will have_ o tribe 
left. 

He clarified this statement by saying that the yow er gen.eraticns 

do knew a great deal about, the aboriginal cultures of the 1fa oring and 

Chiricahua 4.pache, but only at second or third h d. They have no desire 

to observe these pattc::'1:-- and can pass on to their childre1 c ly what 

they have heard fro,1 ~heir parents and grandparents. When thos who li red 

un er the traditional pattern at Fort Sill are dead, ther . \<l.11 b o.k 

who can speak with experience of the traditio al patterns of sccial be

havior. Future gene ations wi11 be left with a tribal heritage tlPy ca .. -

.10l:, tra..1slate i to every day e},,.rpcrience. Ame ican cult ·u i , there or 

seen as a threat, to l:,he older gene a·ion who wish t,o p ese v as I'Ch 

of the tr'3.di tional 'farm wpring social s 1:,ruc tu 4S is p ssibl; b it 

ls Rl'lo seen as a promise .tor the ycuager eo orations. 
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Su'lf.1ary 

Each of the or.· ginal eighty-one Fort Sill .pachc.. ecLi v6d an 

i dividual allot:nsnt on the la1ds of deceased Kiowa and Cofl che. The 

majority cf them armed on these allotmer1 ts un.til the 1')1 .. 0 1 s when. the· r 

a ricultural methods becam.€ obsolete through the introductio CL mecha..~-

ized agriculture d Government controls on the number of acres planted 

in a single cro • Today, the !ll.ajorit,y of the men work for w<.i.ges where 

they can .ind employment. Many of the younger generations seek e~ploy

ment in the larger cities of Oklahoma or in other states. Some of the 

allottees lease their land to white farmers. 

Although they feel that they have suffered an economic defeat, 

the older goneratio_ s still hold some hope that the younger generations 

will. be able to acquire a batter standard of livin than their tribe can 

now pr vide them with. The autho I s infcrr.-1aats felt that th::, tribe does 

not exist in any ~ oal sense except that 1.mch of the traditional 1 
---~ 

Spring kinship behavior is observed toclay. This 110ai1s that, i1 their 

opinion, the Fort Sill Apache do :10t exist as a tril.JL in a political or 

econornic sense, but o-'1ly in so .Lar as tho structure of thc·ir s cial rcJ

latio- s p(•rmi ·s a sense o_ u ity. ] wever, they fear the loss c" this 

unit.y when the older generations have all died, fr t11.; young r ge era

tions tend t0 foJ.low !\.m.E".rican culture patterns and raarry c tside of th, ir 

tribe, thus placing a severe sGrain upon t.he. older eci1e aticns wli- at

te11p t to pre sr,rv tri bA. 1 unity. 

Uthough the nucha family has bc.(n the princip1."'.. s i -

occ norn. c unit 1.IUong the Fer t, Sill \pA.che sine' 1 )1.3, nu.ch c" th r i-

ti.( n.A.l ki. shi.o behavi r ~· t,h 1 'lT,il Spri11g an Chiricnhun. 
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th1;:;in is s til.1 obsc ved, even by thE.. you" ger generations. It is l:ludifiGd 

to tl e extent that, social relations betwE:-E.n kins·n.e are li .-;_c-.:d pri ,.r · J 

to the ucl.oar f 1nily and cousin J. !Je,wew~r, sccial relations appear , 

be stronger among the elder gc,1erations who depe d uno.'.l thE..ir kins 1.en of 

thoir generation for advice and supnort in maintaini g !:,heir tribal iden

tity. The fact that pare_ts attempt to socialize their children to Amer

ican behavior patter_s and values, and to make them ~inancially independent 

of their families arid relatives, is taken as ari indication that the older 

ge erations see no hope for the youth of the tribe unless the latter be

come ,...ully acculturated to American culture patterns. Thus, the tradi

tional social patterns are observed by the older generatio s as a means 

of ma1ntaining their identity as l'arm Spring Apache, while the younger 

generations have a tendency to follow American social pat-ter s, as they 

wish o identify with Americans. 



CHAPTER VIII 

CO,,TCLUSICJJS 

The Evolution of Fort Jill Apache -- -- --- --- ---------Social Structure 

George Peter Murdock has presented a theory of the evolution cf 

social organization which appears to be apnlicable o the ai~s cf this 

study. He begins the statement of h.i..s theory by saying that 1t • rules 

of descent, forms of f ilial and kin ronpL'l.gs, and kinship systems, 

under condit,io· s of contact wi h other cultures, do not ordinarily cha!1ge 

by direct diffusion but r ther by a precess cf internal readjustme" t tc 

altered conditions of lL e. 111 

Ik then Attempts to find--

• sonw aspect of sccial organization which acts as il tcr, 
which is capable of responding in only a limited n ber of ways 
but by each of them to a variety of quite deverse cxter al stLnuli. 
Such a structural feature must, in addi ion, be peculiarly SL"nsi
tivA to outside in_luenccs and at the 2a11e time be itself specially 
crmoete,nt to erfcct compensatory readjustments elsewhere in the 
systcm.2 

This structural fu1tur6, he says, is thE: rulE:: of dLsct.nt, for-

It is in ocmect to residenc0 that chanres in e onorny, tt:ch.i1clcgy, 
property, government, or roligio irst alter the stru tur 1 rela
tionshins cf related individuals to on1::: at1cth'r, givL1£; a.1 L1p~tus 

1 -eorge PE tE r Murdock, Social 3truc ture ( Ju.J Y rk: 
,tL l l,in Company, 1949), p. ~00. 

2
~., pp. 200-201. 

rh • .-
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to subsequent modifications in forms of the f&nily, in consangui €al 
and ompromisE- kin groups and in kinship t6rminology.J 

/\..ft.er tho initial _nodification in the l'lli" of rr sidE; ce:, tho 

next stages in the GVolution of social orga ization ar0: 

1) The developm1.;nt, disappearance, or change L for.1 of ex

te ded families arid clans, always consi tent with the new rule o resi

dence. 

2) The development, disappearance, or cha'1ge in for-n cf con

sanguineal ki groUJ)S, always consistent with the new status of the 

localized aggregations of kins:nen. 

3) !\. change in the rule of descent, ,.ri th adaptive cha..1.ges in 

kinshiu terminology. 

It 1_s obvious that allotment on individual tracts of la, d, 

L stoad of settlement by a village syst'='m, such as they had at Fort Sill, 

forced the Fort Sill Apache to observe neoloc 1 residence. The extended 

family is, therefore, no longer existen". The nuclear family is not 

only the m.e.j o_ socio-economic unit of th ir s cial structure; it is the 

o ly one. The aboriginal soci 1 structrrres of the Chiricahua ari.d 1 'arm 

Spring among the Fort 3ill Apache have been stripped of all of their 

structural units, so that a com!:llt-tely new struct re exists today. 

The u1e of descent is still bilateral, and is likely tc r'fil in 

so. Thc,se cf the young,-,r gcnerattc who are scciali2Gd tc '.l.;n-rican cul-

tu.re ps.tterns or marry Caucasians wil1 necessarily obs"rvc bilat rA.l 

kinship system similar to the A.merican one, if ,1ct this c.xa t sy. teN. 

3Murdock, on. cit., pp. 201-?02. 

4 Ibi'd. 221 °0 ~ --- 'pp. . -~,-. 
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A.l though there is evich .. nce, that 1:1uch of thu tradi tic,nal Chiricahua 8.!ld 

1• arm Snring kinship bt havior is obs ~vod by the Fort Sill Apachb, th(, 

author is .... arced to agree w~th his informa ts that these sccial relatic1s 

will ot be observed by future generations. The young people who ,eve 

away rorn the "tribe" rear their childrt:>!1 in a soc1al a mcsphcr-o 1-:l :.ch 

will induce them to follow quite different paLterns of sccial oE:havicr. 

When the original Fort Sill Apache, who were prisoners of war, have 

passed on, the you."'!ger generations will have lost a!ly direct link with 

their tribal heritage, &'1.d the relation of the traditional kinshio be

havior to their every day experience will become foreign ad nonfunc

tional. 

Stress .ill?.~ Causitive F ctor of Ch :::ic;e_ 

It was stated in th.~ I:::itroductioa tc this sturly that stress in 

the contact of t,wo or more culc.ures is dua -'-o demands m<1de u:ro the hos 

ul ture for which its me:nbe s lack any established. nF1.tta,... s of resoo Sc-. 

It sholild be evidc:,- t that there ca be either of t,wo t~acti.c. s vc these 

dema;1ds: ( -1) r8b€llion against tho 1 by a dstermin0d 0bserva.1ce cf the 

paUerns th6 host, cult.ure is bejng af..~sd t,o q_b1.1.d n, or (2) 5.nter. "'.l r.

adjust.neri.t of the pR.tterns and i stitu:.ioas to eet these do.·1ands. 

In this study, rebellion is 1nos t noticeable in the rcac t.ion of 

tho Chi icahua to the de·na ds thnt t 1ey · ba:1dc-1 aiding a 1d i 1 th •· c

tio. s of this tribe and the 1,iarm Spring and Br;donkche to thl-ir forced 

removal from th)ir t,ribal lands. h2 re~cticn of these \p 0 cho t h 

do:nands that. t,hey nb den the :nn.k" rig and c n urr.ption of t:i_~ rin arc s n 

by the author as a nat,urnl con L~U 1c f the s tr ."s '1U~ d by · ;id 

8crn mic ch11 p;o nnd li c in r.o til s c i al ,iv · ir 1 1 n t h h · t 



✓1c,unt.a.in 111:::scrv t.i<. . If t.he;,y had bru1dcn d th i.r c ly i.n' · i" t.:.ci-

alizecl orm 01" cul tu al er 1rui.:;at.icn, the tLswi.:1 n rty, '1:" ~h i l_i t~ry 

dc-1a:1.dcd that. t.ht:.y do, they wc1l1ld h vc bee{l L t withcut a.y sccially 

approved method of al1evlatinG this stress. Cons qUE:.ntly, th,y had c 

alter ative tc defyin this dcnnd. 

1:!hen defiance became nc lcnger possible after cxih: Md cc-2.t'Lri-=

ment in the East, the Chiricahua, '•iarr.i Spr.;_ng, and Bed nkchc submit.tc,d 

tc the dem.ar1ds made upo~1 them and began tc, re.adjust to h~ cha:igc d cc_ -

ditions of i:,heir life. Their speed in adopting new econcmi:: ·oattcrns is 

probably due to the fact. that their economic activitiE.s were ?la!· ~d and 

directed by the military supervisors who had charge of them. Until they 

were giv n the OP'Jcrtunity tc farm and were intrcduced tc cattl-= raisi. g 

at Fort Sill, they conti· ued tc alleviate their fears and a:ixleths 

through the consumption of alcoholic bevera es, including J.. • 

t,lSWlll, It is 

net sm~p_ ising, in this resp0ct, that some of i:,he Fe t Sill Ana.che ~1en 

have, sought, relief from the stress caused by their loss c ai1y self

initiatP.d econom:lc activity thrcllgh the us of alcoholic beverag s. 

The al ·.enation cf the younger cnen.tions frcr:1 their tribal 

cultur:;s thrall h their formal educ tion in AJ,1er:Lcan schocls and th_ir 

ccnv0rsion t0 Christianity as bitterly resented by the elder en0ra-

ti0 s. rh€ hamans took adva.1tagt: cf this rcscnt111ent at krt Sill to 

induce their tribesmen tc resist any ch ·c in thEir social and r li ius 

i stitu ic s. \.s stated in a form r cha ter, t,h'- c. c hludr d 'l.1 ighty-

o r, crmor , pachE, n i c ,~rs c- We r who Sett led n thu 1 ah re R St rv'1-

t · 0n, .kw fuxico, in 1)13 wee thcr1 who werl still rLsistin~ ~ 

th,·ir 'Fci l Md n.ligic. s i stitut (,1::::;. Th l'it"'(hty-c1 .Jh i-:n Lid ·1 
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klaho!ila were these who had 9.ccc.y:it( d such cha g1c.s and wcr maJrL g 

adjustme ts to thern. 

In conclusio , it may be said hat c11l tural str,;,,ss w s ar- , r-

cntly the ·nest decisive fact.er in bringing about cha g(.s in th ___ eco c .. ic, 

social, and political institutic, s c,f the Chidcahu.q,, i,cir:n Sr•ri1g, ,3_nd 

Dedonkohs i\.nache i'rom 1)72 until the present. T'he lac1': c a:7 ccc c~ic 

activity which allows the F'crt Sill ,\.pache to be directly n,spc sitl 

for thc,ir live,l::..h c-d hP.s ca11sed con3iderable ~tress and a fee.ling o.: 

ds cat. The author I s male informants saw nc be efit in ths allc t.~.1e:-i:, 

system new thRt 1.,hcy have abandon,· ~ar':ling. The fact that their allct

n"-:nts de. not adjoin o e a. ctbe ... and are li· ited in size pr clude8 th.; 

pcmsibility of sstablishing a tribal stcck enterpri~e, which th-- .::-1c arc 

a-onarently in favc 1r cf. ConsE: o_ue.ntly, th:, Fort Sill ,:.ra :te hav"' beco::i.e 

dcnencknt pc,n ths nati nal scc."lc"Ily and are i.'crced tc seek c,uplc..y:_ne""lt 

wherever they can find it. This inevitably 10:ac.s to th~ d.i ss 1 -t-::_e,_1 cf 

the tribE:. This is f·3ared by th.:. cld0r g:meratio s, but ~he. r8 :?.pry'"a:cs 

tc be c wa.y ,:.hat th0.: 1 ss cf t.ri bal solida1~i ty can b12 prevents . 
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rh:.[~ i11~·cr::1al:.ic, is bascJ OD Tables I R... d II e,£' thr I~1kco.uc-

t,ion t,o 1l.l\,\11CiI, o-o. cit., iving th_ tribal crigin of th~ Lndivio.uals 

1,rhc ar-:? diseussi:id a_lphabd,ica1ly in thiE' eenealogLal study. A.s t,;1 re 

were ifty infcr;nants t1s~d L1 -making this r-ttdy, thers wa much onnu -

~ ;1i t,y for cross-chr cv.:ing of the tritJ1:tl origins c,f thE' one h1.:.1drc d s.nd 

eighty-one £'0r;-::1.:.r Apache nriscne s of w:=i.r , he wc.nt to Mescalcrc L 1)13 

and the 0ighty-cnE, who remained in Ck:lahoct1a. 
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1) eek- anen • • • • • • • • • 1:GrE:at Houn.tai ir er 11Mc tai. 

lation 1.-J"as giv1c·n by the uthcr 1 s infcr111ants. 
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. • usunshl. e ?ecple. ,,,._ 

• 11~kuntai Tr~bes:i.e , 11 fhis 
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