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CHAPTER I. DNTRODUCTIOH. 1

The history of liashita Couhty and all the rest of
Oklahoma, except the panhandleg, is peculiar and really
unique due to its solection as a home for the Indians
and the unusual nanner in which much of it was opened
to white settlement. Yet, up until the time of its
selection as such its history is bound up with the
history that is cormon to all the land within the
Louigiana Furchase. The early title to this land wes
exchangod between Zuropean nations without their
taking the trouble to determine its boundarios very
definitolye

The Spanish end tie French wore establishing
their claims to the country at ebout the same times To
discuss fully the claims of cach nation to the land is
o0 go into & more comprehensive survey than our purpose
here warrants. Lot it suffice here to give a brief cute
line of those clains.

Spain based hor claim to the land upon the exploras
tions of those adventrucus conquorors who subdued the
Aztees in lexico and lator pushed their way Northwards
0f these expeditions the ono which most dirvctly touches
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the history of washite County is that «f Francisco

In 540 led an

from lexico in search of cortain wealthy cities said to
be somewhere in that regions (1) Leaving the main body
(1] Tourne = Srain in /morica, Pe 170
of his army onocmped in Toxas, he, with thirty mem, Tode
northward across the present state of Oklahama, 154l.
The lino of march is in doubt but sano authorities sey
1t probably passed through tho iresent sites of Altus

and Woodwards (2) If such is the case it may have passed
F’Wm

through vhat 1s now ashita County. Upon this expedition
of Coronado and others of his countrymen Spain laid claim
to the country.

The sSpanish clain to the region was contested by the
Fronch who came from the opposits dircotion. While the
spanierds were riding boldly to the conquest of Eldoredos
in tie Scuthwest the French were going industriously
about the léss thrilling business of catehing and drying
£ish in the Northeast, tho banks of Newfoundlend being
a fortile £i0ld for that trade. Soon this business wes
supplemented by that of traling with the Indiane, In
1608 semel Champlain established (uebecs The expodition
of Joliot down the Mississippi in 1073 and that of Lasalle

&\



a fow years later which went © the mouth of the rmir
gave them a claim to the entire Lississippl basin which
they called Louisiena. The founding of a colony at
Biloxi Bay and the establishment of New Orleans (1718)
strengthened their clains, From these settlements at
the mouth of the Mississippi meny traders came into the

rivers of Oklahoma. The names of our mountains and rivers
bear testimony to their prosence. (1)

By tie Troaty of raris vhich ended the French and
Indien var in 1763 Franco gave up all of hor clain to
empire in imerica. Thet part cast of the Mississippi
River, except low Orleans, went to England, and to
Spein went liow Orleans and all of the French claims wost
of the liississippl. (2) In 1800 Spain coded Louisiana to

2] Treaty of reris = ixticle VIle
Hapoleon by the secrot treaty of Sen Ildefonso. (3)

o Tan I1defonso - JTE1616 1. 1
Y _Source of i Y P

Napoleon, being 11l propared to defend so large & region
o far from home, sold the entire region to the United
States in 1803, The price wes fifteen million dollars. (i)

) Troaty with rrance Tor Gesslon of Loulsiena. /rticle
dcde April 50, 1003e

the equivalont of (15,50 per square mile. Such was the

&\
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Such vas the estinated value at that tine of that vast
reglon of vhich Washita County is @ part.

The first inhabitants of that part of Oklshoma that
vas to bocome lashita County were,ef course, Indiaxs.. But
to say that the land was occupied by them would mot be
correct, exactly, since it was visited only by occasional

hunting parties. In 1869, however, the goverment desig=
nated a large arvea (4,300,000 acres) in this part of

as a on for the and (1)

TEeq Cte - Kapvlor-Tniien Laws end Treaties
The Cheyenmnes, & roving, warlike tribe vho numbered

more than two thousand, were first seen in liinnesota. For

many years previous to their removal to Oklahoma, however,
they had mo reguler home. (2)

The Arapahoes, kinamen of the Cheyennes, were also
wandorers on the plains until this horo was assigned to
them, Their tribe numbered about eleven hundred. (3) The
I of the Seere: of Interior for 9L,

Indians were mamaged from the agency located at Darlington.
They had no permament location on this part of the reserva=
tion until 1865 when John Seger brought a bam of them from
Derlington and located at Colony.(4)

TZ] John _oger = liy Life /mory tho Cheyennes and Jrapahoos.

&5\
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Lang before e coning of the settlers creat herds
of eattlas were beiig driven across /ashita Countys /bout
tho cloge of tie Civil ier the rauchmen of Texas found
their ranges woll stocked with fat cattls, with no mare
kot at hand. In order to reach a market they had to
naim the long drive to the shipping points in Kanses,
In the spring of 3866 a fow hords went north and frem
then on the number reyidly increased, By 1870 the drive
was in full owey and from then until 1895 an almost
inerodible nuboer of cattle wers driven across tilahema
on the way to the northora market. It is estimated thut
en average of three hundred fifty thousand "went up the
trail” amuelly for e period of twenty-oizht years. (1)

There were four main trails scross Uklehone one of which
crossed fled River at Joan's Store and went north through
sashita Countys (2)

TB) Clara 1. Love - outhwostorn N15torical (Martorly,
April 1916,

In addition to these transient herds many thousends of
cattle were grazed upon the Choyenne-Arapah® Ieserva=
tions on a moro pormanent basis. Joe of thege wore the
hords to the "beef = mon who had
contracts with the govermment to furnish beef to the
Indiana, Other herds wandersd up from Creer County or
down from the Cherokee outlot. Proninent mmong these
grasers vore tie Dickey Brothers and 5. H. Campbell.
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The agent d1d not neke a strong effort to have these
cattle kept off tho reservation since some of them paid
erazing foos to to Indiana and othors furnished beof to
make up for the deficiency in the rations. (1)

Barly in the yoer 1885 tho tenure of the cattlemen
wes put upon & more sound basis by the granting of more
than tiree million acres of the reservation in loases
%o eeven men for a pericd o ten years. Edward Fenlon
roceived 564,400 acres in tle nortlwest corner. Lying
immediatly South of that was the lease of Willlam Ea
Hnleley who also had 564,480 acros. In the southwest
corner H. B, Denmm had 575,000 acros. . D. funter hed
500,000 acres in the northeast oormor asd imediately
south of this was 456,960 acres held by i. G. Evans, In
the scutheast corner, the reglon which now includes
Washita County, L. M. Sriggs hed 518,720 acres end J. D.
Morrison had 138,240 acros. (1)

8 T R T T

Altaough those leases were given far ten yoars
events that transpired brought them to a close long
before the expiration of that time, The Department o the
Interior did not recognize the arrangement as & binding
lease, In a lotter to Fenlon the Seoretary had laid down
a policy to govern the situation. The Department of the

N
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te that while they could

not recognize the lease as binding they saw no reason

why tho eattlomen might not mals & satisfactory arrange-
mont with the Indiens and cccupy the la:d with their cattle,
It was made plain,Nowever, that if for eny reasca the

wnt should becone to the Lepar
of the Interbr tie cattlomen should Lo asked to vacate at
once,s (1)

The temure of the cattlemen under such an arrangement
ocould not ‘e long. Certain influential men, &s the Dickey
Brothors and B, H, Canpboll, folt that they had beon slighted
when they failed to secure @ part of the lmd with the
lossees. These mon refused to remove their herds in favor
of the lessoos and threatenod to make trouble to anyone who
night attemwt to foroe them outs (1)

- P L
They also stirred up trouble among the Indians by
playing for the favor of certain fastions of thom against
others. The Indians becase restloss and unruly and threat-

enod such serious trouble that the agent, U. B. Dyer who
had succeeded agent liiles, asked far troops to maintain
order. After many such roquosts and a great dedl of unoasi-
ness on the part of tie agency and the military post at
Fort Reno, General Sheriden wes sont to the agency to take

m\ml. About the sawe time, July 23, 1065,
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Lloouod a ordering ﬂng
all tho cattlo bo removed within forty days. (2) with
i eyenne Krepahoe Reservationm. 5. 12

the removel of the6e caottle raschirg on & large sonlo in
this region came to an onde After the oponing of tho roserves
tlon to sottlemont cuttloraisisg was teken up again but
oz a saller geals, ‘mong th000 who engaged in tho indus-
try in Washita County wers tho Williams ‘rothers, Johm
Herrington; Quarles and Teal, Celther and Singham, the
Benis Brothers and tis Jagnen Hrothers. (1)
3 R TN M T T W S T —
Forhaps it is woll to nention at this pleco & eireun—
stance which wes closoly comnected with the cattle industry
shich has beon discussed and which might have coused tho
boundaries of ashita County % be samochat different frem
what they are, In 1863 thore aruse o digpute about the
boundary line between tie Cheyemne-/rapahoe resec vation
and ‘he lands of the Kiowas on the scuth. There was aloso
@ cifference of opinion about the Uashita bwundary on the
caote The Kiowas often raided the cattle belng grazed on
t/ e Choyonno-/‘repalioo repervation claiming they were on
Kiowe lands, Insrector Townsend investigated the situation
wd wede a roport which was not satisfectory to the Kiowss.
Agent Munt at inaderko and \gent lidles at Darlington joined

V— 4



in & request to the Commissioner xmunmnnmz

the line be survoyed. Commissionor Prics replied that the
land had been surveyed in 1874, the notes were still on rile,
and he saw no reason Tor a resurveys At any rate, he said,
there were no funds avalleble for the project. To this igent
Eiles replicd that ho was propered to neet the expense fram

funds by the L sssoel
tion who were eager to have the Kiowas stop ralding their
herds, The Comissioner «f Indien iffairs refused to ellow
the survey by such an arrangement axd the line remained in
aispute. The removal of the cattle in 1885 took away the
necessity for a definite line. (1)
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OPENING OF THE COUNTY AND FOUNDING OF THE COUNTY SEAT

The Cheyenne-Arapahoe reservation was the third
division of Oklanoma to be opened to white settlement.
Being preceded by 01d Oklahoma in 1669 and the $ows.

Sac end Fox and Pettewatorie, Shawnee lends in 1891. (1)

= o oFs = Vol 5
The ssme mothod wns employed hore as in the first two
openings. A proclapation by tha president and s race
for cleims. The event wes less widely advertised than
the previous ones in the hope of nvoiding some of the
confusion that had attended the others. The reservation
hed been surveyed and divided into six counties designated
by letters from "C" to "H" inclusive, following the
practice bepun in the second opening, when County "A"
(Lincoln) end County "B" (Pettawstomie) wers founded. (1)
e 150> C o

On April 12, 1892 President lenjemin Harrison iseued

o proclamstion setting the opening date at high moon

April 19, 1892. (2)

County "H" which wes later to bLecome ¥ashita C ounty

wost

extonded twenty-eight miles morth and forty mil
from the southeast cormer of the reservation. It wae there-

fore bounded by two lines from which settlers might enter.
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On the south wns the Kiowa reservation and on the

that of the Wichitas and Caddos

Along these limMes the prospective setters Legan to
cnmp deys before the dete at which they were &lloved to
enter. On the Washite River nesr the present site of
Nountein View was a cemp of perhaps two thousand people
weiting for the race. (1) This was considered a particu-
larly sdventegeous place due to the fect that the county
seat of "H" County had been laid out at Jacola, only &
fow miles from the southern lime. Smaller mumbers were
cemped at various places on both the south and the east
sides. Small dotails of United States soldiers were on
duty at verious places to preserve order. (2) D ue to the
fect that there wes only one crossing on Osk C reek on the
south the contestants were allowed o cross over the day
Vefore the race end camp on the north side of the creek (3)

A similer condition was found on the esst side where they
were allowed to cross over and cemp On the west bank of
Cobb Creek (1)

0 B TS 0 € —

From the point on Oak Creek due south of the County

seat was the greatest race. Fortunately there are a
number of men still living in the county who were there

D
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and cen tell us the story. H. D. Young who had &n aerire
part in the settlement of the county gives his experience
a8 follows:

"The writer made the run on a cow pony from & point
neer Osk Creck due south of the county site, which was

cslled Jacola, until the post office was established which

was nemed "Cloud Chief" in homor of a noted chief of the
Cheyenne Indians, There was a large number of people who
made the run from nesr this point, 'he writer having a
pocket compass ren due north passing over some good looking
country but the grester pert seewed rough with sedge grass
stools prorinent. Canyons were passed, some of which in
order to cross we had to meke quite a detour. About 1 P. M.
we reached the south line sf—3ime of Jncols made visible by
being patrolled by soldiers and a line of people growing
repidly in density. On observation we noticed that the
groster number of people seeped to be nearly opposite us
on the south side. Thinking that this place had the
advantege of Leing the neerest approsch to the squere we
rode around the west end snd joined the large crowd, Orders
were given to steke our horses not closer then & certain
distance end meke the run on foot.

"he writer prepsred for the race, having pulled off
his boots to make the race in hie sock feet. Having &

small stoke in hand, at 1:30 when the eignsl was given




1 started with the wall of humenity, runming at ny vost
speed, until 1 ceme to what I thought to be my best
chance and stuck my stake. On turning around there was
@ men just north of me who had put down his steke. Both
stekes appearsd to be on the ssme lot So we begen to
discuss &8 to who first put down his stake. While the
discussion wes poing on & man showed us that we were both

on a street. I then moved ry steke south and he nmorth

of the stroet and each had & lot thus settling the disput
His lot, however, fronmted the Square to the east and mine
was & business 1ot on the south side of the street rumning
east and west on the south side of the square. So it
developed that I ren a little too fer. However, I got
busy end had my lot plowed eround, put in some posts and
sterted e well. As meny others did I cemped on &y lot
that night but, being short on bediing and exposed to a
northwest wind, I had no voyages into dreamland.

“"After learning my lot and block numbers, I went
early mext porning to the filing tent. Judge Lambertson,
the sppointed probate juige, received the filings. Heving
patiently waited for some good purchaser to come £nd
reward me liberally for my efforts, I became restless and
begen to try to look up sows. I found some few who were

looking around for e snap, to whom I showed my lot, but

V"%
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1 could get mo action. The lot business being somewhat

disappointing, I began to be on tho lookout for some of
my Vernon Company headed by 7. H. Hones who msde the run
for a location sbout the center of the county. Fortunately
ebout noon I found a man from whom 1 obteined information
sufficient to find our carp. Buying some sendwiches I
sterted out e northwesterly course over reddish ridges
reaching rnd crossing Cavalrey Creek a few yarde sbove the
site of the present concrete bridge on the Black Post

road from Cordell to Cloud Chief. This was evidently sn
014 buffalo or cow crossing.

"When I reached the cawp I found Tom Wilson who had
ewing a large turkey to a 1imb and wns dressing it. This
8180 appenled to the sdwiration of the writer. Soom night
came and several of the camp crew ceme in. Avong our
campers were Tor Wilson, S1d Davidson, Herry Morris, A. J.

Johnson, T. H. Jomes." (1)

TR o
On the second dey of its existence Tacola had a

population of perhaps three thoussnd or four thousand people (1)

T Stateent o W U Yow £ - I Tals

there were perhaps fifty stores of various kinds, all of them

4n tents (2) within a few deys after the opening the new city

6 R 3 P—

had & mewspaper. On April 28, was issued the second number of

the Jacola Chief, a Republicen paper edited by Frank Meyer (3)

con

=\
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Along with the other business estallisarents came &

nuzber of saloons and ganbling house

The government of the county was provided for before
the opening in thet Governor A. J. Seay had appointed
the officers. H. A, Lembertson wns aprointed probate
Judge; J. C. Hoffins, county attorpey; GCeorge !i. Bernett

county clerk; V¥. E. Thrall, sheriff; S. Prather,

repister of desds; A. R. Gilchrist, county surveyor;
Feal Roglend, county tremsurer; #. i. Little, T. J. Mitts,

and ¥illier Jervis, county cormissioners. (1) All of

ce! ngs o oun: ommis ‘{oner
these officers were Republicans.

At other points in the county the race wes loss
exciting than at Pecola. At the plece where Rocky mow
strnds the run was made Ly & little group of perhaps fifty
men. (2) A peculier circumstrnce in this vicinity was
was that a risunderstending arose »s to the correct
location of the line and the race wns mmde from & point
three niles within the reservation. At about the north
1ine of the present town of Rocky ran the drift fence of
the U U Ranch ant this was teken ns the lime. A few,
however, who knew of the mistake dropned back snd staked
cleims on the south side which they were allowed to retain. (3)
111 o

At no place west of this point was there rnything that




Properly could be called a race. 4 few stragglers cas
into the west side of the county auring the first days,

but for the most part the lend was taken very graduslly. (1)
BT 4 R O T S —
In fect as late as 1897 thore was mot a little land in this
pert of the county that had never Leen taken and a great
deal that had been filed upon ani left. (2) In 1900 entry
18] foid.
was made upon 260 acres of land in the county leaving 1660

acres unclaimed. (3)

T3] funusl Keport of Cov. Vm. W, Jenkins Sept. 1b, I90L

On the east side, to the difficulty of crossing

Cobb Cresk there were only two places from which runs were
made. Ome of these wes nesr the southeast corner and the
other at Colony. (4) About three hundred people entered at

4

the first point, many of them going as far as Facola before

selecting & claim. (b) Avong those meking the race st this

7] Statement of Harve Jesn

point was Harve ean who has been prominment im volitical

affairs of the county almost continuously since that tire.
The race at Colony wrs the most exciting except the

oné at Oak Creck. Here the start was wede frow a point

& 1ittle way within the reservation. This was due to the

fact thet the crossing on Cobb Creck was narrow and difficult.
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30 to avoid mcciients thoy were allowed to teke a plach

on the west side. (1) The numbor running from here was

atoment of 7ack King s
estimated et two thousand to three thousand. John Seger
was in charge of the starting and wes assisted by Washég,

an Indien, who fired the gun for the stert. The run
was made from the place where the Colony benk now stenis (2)
TEy Eead.

The fact that the east side of the county was then at

Colony may seem like an anomaly to those who mow know its
location to be sbout two and e helf miles east of there.
This is accounted for by the fact that when the Vichita
reservation was opened to settlement the secretary of the
Department of the Interior added a strip along the west
of that reservation to Vashita County (June 24, 1901)
This wes epproximately two and a half miles across the

entire border. (3) Throughout the entire north side of

T3] H & = b7th Conp = TIst
saasxon - 1901-02 - Sariul 4293

the county the people came in gradually and selected their
claims et leisure.

The grester per cent of those who came in 1892 were
from Texas. Otlhers were from Kansas, Iowa, /iesouri and
other morthern stetes. The Germsns and Ruseians who come
a few yenrs efter the opening end settled in the northern

side of the county weré'dliist uxclusively from Kensas

A
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whence they hnd migrated from Germany or Ruseia. 18

One mon who made the race, when asked his opinion as to
where most of tho people came from, said he thought they
came from everywhere, some of them epparently dropping
out of the sky.

In spite of praceutions to keep everyboiy out until
the proper time, & good deal of the best land was "Soom-
ered" This was especislly true of tho land in Weshite
end Cavelry Creek bottoms. (1)

Btement o: and J. . Uale
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CHAPTER III
TOWNS OF WASHITA COUNTY 5
There are ten towns in Washita County. A1l of
them owing their existence to the demands of the apri-
cultural comrunities in which they are located.

Cordell, the larpest and the county-seat is located
in the exect center of the country. The ides of a town
at this place had its inception in the minds of that
1ittle group of men who were encamped with 4. D. Young
on the second day of the county's existence. T. H.
Jones was the chief promoter. (1)
TIT - D- Youne
iir. Young filed on the S. E. % Sec. 34, T. 10, R. 17 K.

(This is the fdm mow owned by Ben Young, one mile east
of Cordell on the north side of the road.) 7. H. Jones
had the place surveyed for a tovmsite ani offered some
special inducements to dr. Young to tuild & store et
ondce. Hr. Young had the lumber heuled from Vernom,
Texas, and a spall store wes erected. It was stocked
with general merchandise from Vernon snd some groceries
and drugs from Vichits, Ksnsas, which were shipped to
#inco, E.F. the most availabe railroad point. Hr. Young
and his family lived in tho back end of the etore. ()

TET H. D. Young __

This plice wes genernlly known as Jonestown after
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the promoter. 20
There was no postoffice at Jomestown and this was
@ great handicap in view of the fact that the promoters
hed a definite isce of bidding for the county seat. R,
J. Johnson who hed been on the townsite from the beginning
had an intimete friend in the Postof’ice Departwent at
Weshinggon. This ran's name was Cordell. Through his
influence & post office wes ostablished here and given
the neme Cordell. H. D. Younp was named postmaster.

Thie wes sbout the begimning of the yesr 1893. (1)

te D, Youn;

During the next two years several business establish-
ments made their eppesrance im Cordell. George Beston
esteblished the "Cordell Democrat" which wes publ#shed
in Hiss Imogene Berton's residence merrby. fTom Skith
moved a hotel from Na¥ego, Greer County, emd Felix
Jomes put in a blacksmith shop. (2)

2] H. D. Young

The water supply at Cordell was not adequate.

Realizing that this would be a permanent handicap, the
promoters conceived the idea of moving to a location
one mile west where the vater promised to be more

abundent. A. J. Johnson and J. C. Har-el piesed upon
their cleims which joined the townsite cn tha veot and

southwest and had the leni surveyed for a townsite.
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Intucements wers offared to the citizems of Cordell 4o
move and most of them did so. (1895) This was the begimning
of New Cordell. (1) The city of New Cordell wrs inmcor-
Y1) Statenent of H. D. Young

porated December 22, 1900. (2) at thet time the pov-

() Records oF The County Fleciion Hoard

ulation was not rore than three hundred fifty. (3)

Mrs. T, 7. THuryell in Who'S

In the sere yesr the county seat was secured. (4)
T4) Records County Election Board _ _
and in 1901 the Frisco Railroad built through on the

1ine from Enid to Vernmon, Texas. (5) These improvements

( . D. Young
geve the tovn o mew impetus.

With the coming of the county seat came also the
Cordell Beacon from Cloud Chief where it had opersted
as the Cloud Chief Beacon. Since thet tire the Beacon
hes had & continuous publication in Cordell under the
following editors: (6) 1900 J. XK. Little; 1900-1903
(8] CordeIl Deacon, July 28, 1987

J. A. White; 1903-1909 Swan C. Burmett; 1909-1912
R. A. Billups; 1912-1914 J. J. licCurley; 1914r1918

Roy Mconeld; 1918-1922 A. V. Pete Anderson; 1822~

1926 M. B. Carley; 192t - Harrington Winberly.
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Other papers that have been published in Cordell are:

"The Cordell dessenger” The News Democret" "Herald

Sentinel" Vorwsrtz", and "Fashita County Democrat.”
The growth of Cordell may be indicated by pointinmg
out soue of tus irproverents from time to time. In
1903 wee installed & weter system at a cost of $25,000.
The water came from deep wells. 4 chamber of commerce
wes organized this year, nlso. £y 1908 the population
hsd grovn to 2000, end o potition was presented to
Governor Haskell for an election to determine whether
an election to determine whether Cordell should become
a city of the first class. The election was held end
the proposition adopted Hey 19, of that year. J. A.
Julien wes the first elected rayor. Those holding
the office mince that time are Robert Steele, R. L.

Hervey, H. D. Young, J. W. Corlett, and Carl Cope-

lend. (1)
Hrs C. J. Wurrell in "Who's Vho in Weshita County

In August 19¢9 the court house was destroyed
by fire and some of the city and county records were
lost. fThe building was replaced in 1910 by a brick
and stone structure at a cost of §75,000. An electric
1ipght plent wes instslled in 1910 also. In 1915 was

completed o splendid water system, that furnishes water




enough to supply & city of £20,000. A Carnegie 1bragy

was built in 1911 and now has 4500 volumes. The presedt
city hall was erected in 1922. In 1925 gas was piped

e laid. (1)

from sw}u and fifty-ome blocks of pevement

TI] ¥5:.C. 3. Warrell

Who's Who In Weshita County

Hoxt to Cordell the largest town in the county is 3entinel.
fThe beginnings of Sentinel date back to the Summer of

1898 when R. B. Gore started out from GreerCounty in a
wagon prospecting for a location for & store and the
beginning of a tovn. It heprened that he stopned on

the clain of L. i. Williems to inquire about the prospects
for such e venture in this region. Findine mobody at

home in the Williams dugout he camped and weited. Pre-
sently A. C. Williams, the brother of the owner of the
claim, appeared on the Sceme. An apreement was made and
with the encourspement of the ¥illiams brothers Mr. Gmeer <
established n dugout store which he later moved into &
helf-dugout structure. Supplies for the store came from
E1 Reno or Sugden. Mr. Gore immediately apolied for a
postoffice under the name of 0ld Hickory or Sentinel snd
the office granted with the neme Sentinel. Thus
the future metropolis of the westorn side of the county

had its beginnings. (1)




The eite was one uile enst of the present location
of the town. fThere were enourh settlers in this part
of the county to make the prospects hopeful end other
businesses appeared. Dr. Tidball crme in and began
the practice of wedicine from his helf-dugout. Another
business esteblishment soon made its appeerance in the
form of a combined blacksmith shop and barber shop.
Jim Danfels did blacksmith work and C. J. Sutterfield
administered to the tonsorisl needs of the settlers in

& willow chair in the resr of the shop. (1)

£ 5L t of A, C. Williags

In 1901 the town wre moved to its present location
where Allen Whitner gave eighty acres for the townsite
ir. Vhitner hed esteblished 2 store in & rock house on
this site some tire before. (2) The Kamsas City, dexice,
TTZ)_Statement of Wesley Reeves
end Orient Reilroad had surveyed a line through this
site and some greding wes done in 1901. (3) The name
13)Teid.

selected by the Orient for the town wes Barton, but ss

there was alresdy 2 post office in the state by that
nere the office ot this place wes nlvays Sentinel,
though there wes some confusion between the names. The

reilroad was not built until 1908, The first train
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coming on December 27 of that yesr. (1)

Statement of Buteh King.
Among the business houses loorted at Sentinel in

26

1901 or soon after were Dr. Fidball's Drug Store; George
Bill's grocery store which stood where tie Wright Hotel
18 now; and a bank run by L. E. Piper where the B and W
Service Station now stands. A gin was built in 1901. The
post-office was located on about the present site of the 0.
K. Hercantile Store. The lumber for the post-office was
hadled from Hountain View. The Round FronvHotel with a
livery barn in connection was on the corner east of the
present locrtion of the Semtinel Leader. Tho first news-
paper to bo edited by W. ¥. Harnback, under the editor-
ship of John Field, it became the Sentinel Leader. (2)
TE] Statement of Buten King.

Prom its modest begimnings Sentinel has prown to a
lergest bank in the

prosperous tovm. It mow hai
county, four gins, four elevatoms, three dry goods stores,
six grocery stores, five filling stations, a theetre, a
hotel, a mewspaper, a Splendid 8chool system rnd eighteen
blocks of pavement.

The oldest town in Washita county is Colony. Its
location and its unique charscter mong the towns of the

county are due to the #fforts of John Seger. In 1863
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while the Cheyemno-Araponos Agency wes locatéd ae
Derlington, 1t was thought desirable to move one group
of the Indians away from the Agency to a place vhere they
might have o grester inducement to work for themselves.
lir. Seger had beon erployed at the sgency in various
ocapacities for some tire as carpenter, ss superintendent
of the Indien School and in other positions. In whatever
position he had served he had shown marked ability in
deeling successfully with the Iniiens and was knmown to
them as a friend. For a few yesrs imrediately preceding
1885, nowever, he had been out of the Iniian Service
and was operating & horse ranch for himself. (1) When
[1] Statewent of John Seger.
1t was decided to take some of the Indians away and
locate them in = new home he was chosen &8 the man
best fitted for the task. After investigating various
places in the reservation s £ possible site for the
venture he chose the plrce on Cobb Creck. The govern-
ment set sside four sections of lamd for the project and
in the sumer of 1863 Hr. Seger led a band of one hundred
twenty Cheyennes and Arapohoes to the new home. (2)

o] eger - e _Amonj he ieyennes a irapohoe
He began st once to plan nnd work toward the object of
making the Indians contented in their mew surroundings.
The colony Indian school end the tovm of Colony mow

B




stand @s e monument to the wisdom with which he -r?nzht.
The first building erected on the spot was a house
with picket walls and a dirt roof which stood just
between where the two dormitories now stadd. (1) This
TI) Zeck Xing_
building was used 2s a corrissary. A little later a

store wes placed near the picket house and managed by
Jeh. an Indian. (2) No roadymade building material was
[{ atowent of John Seger
to be had nearer than Caldwell, Kanses. It vas di

covered, however, thet there was a grade of clay onm
Cobb Creek neerby that was suitsble for the making
of bricks. Consequently e brick yerd was instelled at
which were mede the bricks for the first two main build-
ings of the school. These were finished by 1890. (3)

¢ Ao s ofnes & ATopohoes = J. Seger
Willian e Lestinier, Ly permission of the government,
operated a suall store here before tne opening.

Thres or four days efter the opening Zack King and
others laid out a townsite a mile west of the school.
De Lestenier moved his store there and the town started.
Soon a fair hotel was erected and George Cole put ima

store and secured a postoffice which wes called Seger. (4)
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The townsite soon reverted to the government and oo
Cole moved his store and the postoffice four miles

west. It was not lomg, however, until emother office

wae secured for the original place, thise time under

the name of Colomy. William De Lestinier was post-

master for awhile and later the post-office

neld by
Heatha Seger who moved it over to the Indian school
managed by nis fether. (1) From this nucleus the
T] Statement of 3ack King
town of Colony has grown.

In 1897 the Colony Indien iission vas established
2t the school under the direction of the ¥ oren's Board
of Domestic Hissions of the Reformed Church in America.
ure, Valter C. Roe, with @ mumber of co-workers has done
religious work awong the Indiane contimuously eince that
time. (2)

atenent o: 8, Weiter C. Roe

At the school end mission there is & bead-work
establishment opernted by Mr. Kimeaid, Here the Indiens
are employed in meking various articles of bead-work
which are 0ld st the lodge &8 well as through-out the
country by meil order. This work had its bepinning soon

after the miseion was estallished here. A Mies Burn-
ham who operated o hotel in Boston exhibited there

letters end erticles concerning the Iniiens of the west.

Han; ople who in thie way learned about the Indians
b N
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and the work thet was being dome svong them contributed

arall sums of money for the prowotion of the work. Im

tive eight hundred dollars was scoumulated in this way.

Through John Seger the money was turned over to the

wission end e bead hall was established with 1it. (1)

AT) Uintewent of Johw Seger
The inmterprise is now menaged seperate from both the

school and the mission.

As was true of other towns in the vestern and morth-
weatarn parts of the county D111 did not receive any -
settlors et tho time of the race. The town hed its
Topinning, however, before the year was over. Frank
Mobonald £4led on the quarter section that is mow the
eouth half of the tovnsite end Lucretis L. Reed filed
on the north half, fThe first two buildings on the site
wore orected in the fall of 1692 one a store operated
by W. R. Dillon ani the other a atore rum by Joseph
Meador. lr. desdor immediately secured a post office
under the mave of Uill the place being eved for Juige
0411 of Hobert. (2)

STatement of D, D. Valker and W. W. Dillon

Avong the Lusiness establishwents that came in the
early yoors wore Bd Cox gemersl merchandise; Mr. York,
farniture; Newt HeElmurry, hardware; J. B. Krewl, drugs;
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Ben and Herry Coberly, sroceries; Hines and Garett,

general merchendise ‘and Thurmond Fess, bank. (1)

[#3) of D. D, Walker apd W, R, Dillon
In 1907 the Orient Reilrosd was built through the town.
1ne ambitious tendency of the community is reflected in

“the fact that the name chosen for the station is "Dill

City" 3ince the coming of the railroad the town has
grown repidly and become ofis of the most thrifty centers
of trede in the comnty.

Some of those who settled in the community at an
early date are Reverend Thomas J. Cook, Jewes Ellis
end D.D. Velker sll of vhom still live there (1928) (2)

atement of D, 1. Valker a . Ho on

A8 hos been sald elsewhers thero were mbout £1fty
people entered the county at the site of Rocky in the
race for clairs. At that time ir. Herrel secured the
claim which 18 now the west side of the town and the

claim on the emst side was taken by Miss Ad¢ie Rhoades (3)

Settleoment was slow much land in the vicinity being

vecant a8 late as 1896 (4) It wes in this year thet the

T4] Statewent of J. W. Joraon T

firet store was built here, W, F, Schultz put up &

1ittle rock store at a place which is now on the wWest

) -




side of the railroad in the morth end of towa. Jjohn
Reif was a partner in the stors. A post office was
secured with lir. Schultz ss postmaster. The name "Rocky"
was suggested by the circumstence of the rock store. (1)
(TVstetament of J, W. Jordon

Two yerrs later John Reif and J. VW. Hatcher put up a

store about two miles west of the rock store and gave it
the arbitious neme of Elk City. A gin wes built at this
place slso but before long they both succumbed to the
growth of the other town. Im 1901 the Frisco Railroad

ceme end with it s number of businesses. Among these

were H. C. Denison, hardware and lumber and & general stove
conducted by D. Shesn. ¥. C. Pinerty established & bank
where money could be borrowed for eighteen per cemt if good

security were provided (2)

atenent of W. C. Dyas

A school house known ne Orange Blossom had been built
1in 1897 on the olsi: of lrs. P. J. Undervood a mile south
of town. This served s a church and com unity center for
many yesrs. (3)
PaiphTet Tssued by Focky Public Schools 130

The town of Foss was first named Meharg. In 1897 John
Graham put up e little store at the present site of tne
town end applied for a post office by his own mave. The
privilege of the post office was pranted but s thera was
2irsady o place by the name Greham the officiel at Vash-



ington inverted it makimg 1t Maharg. In 1900 the store
came in possnssion of J. W, Lawson and the post office
was moved tn Wilson's Store four riles Southeast. ir.
Redford, who had bsen opersting a store on Osk Craek
g0t permission to establish & post office at Lavson's
store with hirself es postmester. The mame give the place
wes Fose after & United States Senator. (1)
atowent of J. V., Lawson 5
In Jume 1901 the Rock Islend tuilt through the place
and it besen to grow., Charles Hartronft beceme postmsster
end put im o herdware store. A bank was established by
W, D. Horr. Other businesses were sdded rapidly so that
by 1906 the town hed e population of sbout eight humdred (£)
[ MELT Y
The towneite at Cemite ves leid off im 1901 on the claim

belonging to Louis Schidlementlo, For some yeers previous
to thia thero had bean stores scettered thronghout this
corner of the county. Robert Keem wes operating @ store
vest of there on the county line mear Elk City, When

iir. Keen apriied for @ postoffice to be located et his
store he did mot suggest » mame So the post office depert-

ment gave it the mame Cmnute whis is en Indden word for

K Siop on

Wt Ve,
Louis 8chidl
about three querters-of ewile west of it. Nr.
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moved his store to Elk City and the post office onse’ to
Varners Store still by the nume of Camute. (1)
atement of Wobert Keem.

With the laying out of the townsite ani the coming of

the Rock Islend in 1901 busines: sprang up. Keen came from
Elk City and put in a stors and A, L. West vut in a lumber
yard, MNr, Schidlementle hed a ssloon there and Mr, Bird

a Bohemen, moved his blackeritn shop from his clair nearby. (2)

etemont of Hobert Keenm

There is nothing remerkable to distinpuish the growth of
Canute ss it is similer to that of the typical small town in
an egricultursl commumity.

The building of the ¥risco Railwey through s fertile
agricultural district was the occ

fon for the begimning

0f a number of towns alomg the line. Ome of thi wos

Bclvlio. In 1902 the reilwny compsny laid out a townsite
one and a half miles north of the present location amd
onlled 1t Stout due to the fact thet Ben Stout operated

a store and post office there. Immedistely other
tusinesses came. H. A, Weins started a general store.

R. L. Harvey put in s store which he soon sold to Frompke

and Hine, There wes s furniture store operated by M.

Anhorn, The Frisco Hotel was opersted by Ben Wohlpemute (3)
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In 1903 the railway company offered the business Ill;“n
inducements to neme to the present location., Lots
in the new townsite were give in exchenge for the ones
held et Stout. So the entire town moved to its present
loeation. The mew town was nawed Bessie for the dsughter

of & railway official. (1)

(1) Stetement of H. A. Weims

Host of the people in the town end community are
Germans.

Coré 18 & local trading point consisting of s
dozen business houses of verious kinds thet supply the
needs of a farming commnity. Due to the fact that it
18 near several points on railroads and hes mo reilrosd
iteelf ite influence 15 restricted to a swall ares. ' Host
of the people are Germans who ceme from Kensas seversl
yenrs sftor the opening end settled together. They are
among the most prosperous fermers in the county and have
a strong comunity interest which centers around the
Menmonite Brethren Church and the CownBible School both
of which have sdequate buildings in the town.

The first storo hore was operated by G. B. Flaming
in 1903, Previous to this time a store and post office
known as Korn was operated about £ive miles morth. When

Mr. Flaming erected his storo the post office was moved




to 1. Just why the mame was spolled with a K is 29t
spparent for the men who operated the store and post
office was not a German. The name wes spelled with

a X, however, until the World Var, when popular demand
ceused it to be changed 11)

gtatoment o2 G. B, Flamimg

The facts concerhing the bepinrings of Cloud Chief

have already been stated. The unnatural conditions under
which 1t was founded caused its population to go from

sero to five thousend in ome dey, but the oxodus was
almost es remarkable. Six ronthe efter the race the
populetion wes only a few hundred. (2) There were
T2 Gtatonent of Harve Deen
soverel thriving businesses there, however, end the work
contingent to the governing of the county. Stibson and
Lemberson, C. E. Sumrers end others operated gomeral
stores. Bemnett am Hurst had a hardwere store ss did
&1so C. M, Berry. Gwipel vwas the leading grocer. Thomas
A. Edwards, now Federsl Judge for the western district

in Oklshoma lived in e dugout and practiced law. (3)
T3 Wrs. C. 3. Te The's Who in Weshite Cown:

The removal of the county seat to Cordell in 1900

was the death knell to the hopes of Clowt Ch#ef. Although

1t voted to incorporate on December 22, 1900, it was not
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able to maintein a plece among the lerger towns of
‘the county. (1) It however mainteined its solidarity

(1] Records County

of commnity interest and has by no means lost its

otion Board

identity, though its importence as a treding cenmter has
gone &8 a result of automobiles and improved roads.




CHAPTER IV

COUNTY OFFICERS AND POLITICAL EVENTS
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1 For & 1ist of county officers since 1892 ses
Appendix I 2.
II & Political Events:

Prospective settlers of Washits County reflected
the orgenizine propersities of the Awerican People
before they crossed the line into the mew land. In
the large cemp on the Veehita a few days prior to the
opening was formed the South Line Protective Association.
The purpose of the orpenization was to protect the
interests of the members against unscrupulous claim
Jumpers end others whose purpose wes to defraud. (1)

The main point ot issue during the early history
of the county wrs the question of herd-law versus free range
The question wes submitted to the people in local com-

mnitiee st various tives before statehood. (2) It was

settled only at strniehood vhen free range was forbidden

everywhore in the state.

T in the

The Democrnt party has always been in pot
county excopt during the short period before the first
election whon ell the apointed officers were Republicens.

One of the most important events in the history of

the county wrs the removal of the county seat from Cloud

"to Cordell, The rivalry that hed sted betweon




56
the two towns from the beginning resulted in active
agitation in 1699 for the removel of the county sest to
Cordell, Cordell's locetion in the exact center of the

county was advanced as the chief reason for the removal (1)

[I] Statement of H. D. Young

The fight wes a bitter one. In order for an
election to be oalled it wes necessery for a petition
from the voters of the county to be presented to the
county com:issioners. A third ettempt was required to
securs this petition ¢ue to the fact that the first two
were thrown out on contention that the signatures were
secured illegelly. (2) J. V. Smith end B, H., Beker
( ment o2 J. We Smith

in turn represented Cloud Chief in the capacity of

attorney. (3)

(3T IHE

The petition wes finally secured amd the election

was ordered for August 7, 1900, iany old-timers resall
the incident in this commection that resulted in the
application of tar and feathers to Slaton Baker, son
of B, l. Baker, by the citizens of Cloud Chief for
alleged bad feith in the matter of failing to file some

papers at El Reno in time to have the eleotion postponed (4)




The proposition cerried by & vote of 1340 to 247 (I)J3

[3 ount

Cloud Chief the legelity of

on

the election by securing a ¥rit of Mandamus on the prownd

that the Orpanic Act did not nrovide for any such procedure. (2)

TZ] Statewent o H, D. Younp

That the friends of Claud Chief had some grounds for their
contention was shown by the Granmt County case which had gone
to the territorial Supreme Court. The people of Crent Coynty

had sttempted to remove the county seat from Pond Creek to

Hedford and as e final word in the contest which follow
the Supreme Court ssid the people of a territory had mo power
to remove a county seat. (3)

T3] 10 Olakions Reports. P- 106

But Cordell was determined and embeldened by the large

majority by which the olection had earried. The govern-
ment of the county was prorptly roved to Cordell. This
wes sccomplished by the eimple method of loadins the
court house nnd county jnil om wagons ani heuling

them to Cordell where they wore duly deposited in the
City square. (October 1900)(1The county officers

atorent O = W. Smith = N, D, Young

took up their work at Cordell and the mctusl work of

removal was complete. Howevor, shem the tire came fr
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district court, Judge MeA' atterpted to hold conﬁg

8t Cloud Chief while Judge Irwin

holding court at
Cordell. Finelly Judge HoAtes gave in ahd the court
wes hold et Cordell.

The legal battle contimued for five years. H. N.
Berry and ¥. 7. Cook were most mctive in trying to have
the county sest reroved back to Clous Chief. J. W. Smith
who eerlier in the contest hai represented Cloud Chief,

now reprosented Cordell with the assistance of Sam
insningale. (1) Efforte wsre beine made to have the

atement of J. V. S

question settled by direct mctd 6f Congress. Sam

Mescingale end later John §. Lee and C. C. Curtis were
nt to Weshington to work for legislation. (2) Their
(EY H.7D. Young
efforts were successful and on Jecember 4, 1906 the

long contest was ended vhen Congr

passed a bill de- °

olaring the county seat of \ashita county to be at Cordell(3)

T3] Statewent of Dordell bescom, Usc. 1E, 1906
Another moverent of great importance to the county

wane sn attempt to divide Washits and form e mew county.

The movement was sterted in 1909 to secure the creation

of a nmew county frow territory taken from Washita, Kiowa,

and Caddo Counties, Nany people on the eastern side of

Washita County had been dissatisfied for some time becsuse
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they felt that they were mot getting enouch ettentlon in
regard to cornstruction of roeds end other matters, (1)

t of Zaok ¥img

There wes tslk of incompetency and dishonesty in office.
The leaders of the movement were Zack King of

Colony, who was township trustee, and Echols Harrie who

represented Weshite County in the state lepislature. (2)

05—

In Septemtor 1909 meetings were held at various

places in the county to discuss the proposition, The
plen formulated was that the county seat of Washite
County should be voted to Dill, on the western side of
the county, so that more territory could be taken from
the eestern side when the division siould teke place. (3)
(3] THIT

An orgenization was formed with Tom Witten as secretary

to raise funds for expemses and promote the campaign.

The election on the propoeition of locating the
county seat at Dill wee called for Jamuary 8, 191C. J.
Lee Smith of Dill and Zack King were the most active workers
for it., But the people did not want the county seat re-
-c;ud and the provosition was turned down by the decisive

vote of B19 for and 2576 against 1t. (4)

] Records county Blootion Boprd, 1010




IR spite of wiierativie of Eue glen #o remove ¥is
county-seat the movement for the division of the county
went shead. Among the mames considered for the vroposed
new county were Cook, Union, Seger, end Zack King. On
#areh 4, 1911 the poople in the territory concerned were
esked to vote on the following proposition, "Shall & new
county to be known a8 Seger County be formed out of perts
0% the counties of Kiowa, Washita, and Caddo in Oklshome (%)

( 6coTds

SoTTer Toar
The proposition lost by fourteen votes, the count being
yes 548, no 262 (2)

EARENTCS

A complete list of officers were chosen for the

‘proposed Seger County at this election. The offécers

chosen were: (3)

County Judge-- Robert Godbey

County Attorney-----------===-= 3. W. Ford
ounty Sherite R. Lawson
‘Gounty Treasurer- F. Clark
" County Register o Deeds------- J. 7. Stephenson
County Assessor-- -Otis Lee 3
gcdnty Clorkm=n-n ~3. A. Long
/County Superintendent--------- W11l Pearcy

(BT
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CHAPTER V
WASHITA COUNTY IN THE WORLD WAR

When 1in 1917 the people of Washita county found
themsolves faced with the problem of cerrying on their
share of a great war they turned from the ordinary
pursuits of 1ife and entered upon their new tasks with
vigor.

Soon after Congress passed the Selective Service

Aot Wilson upon the
of Governor Williams, s County Registration Board, whose
duty it was to ransge the tesk of registering the men

of wilitary age in the county. The men appointed to
this board were R. L. Harvey, mayor of Cordell, H. L.
Regsbee, County Clerk, end Or. W. R. Leverton, county
heslth officer, Dr. A. S. Neal seon succeeded Dr.
Leverton and the board was organized with Harvey as
chairmen. Rigsbee as secretary, end Nesl =8 exarining
physicien. (1)

{1] Oordell Beacon, June 12, 1919

As soon a8 the first registration was over the

board wes converted into the Local Exarination Board
(Exemption Hoard) When the questionsire plan of selectiem
was adopted Tin Werren was made chief clerk of the board.

In September, 1917 A. i. Beots succeeded ir. Rigsbee ns

| LR
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secretary. S. C. lassingale beceme chairran instenc
of Hr. Harvey in February, 1918 (1)

0 €3 CP—

To this board fell thne trek of selecting the men

o £i11 the continpente es they were celled for. A

sumrary of their work gives an idea of the contribution

of the county in this respect. On June 5, 1917 there

were registerod L05Z men betwaen the ages of 21 and 3b.

One yeer later were registered 212 who had resched 21

since the first registration. On August 24, 1918, thirty

two rore were enrolled, ani September 12, 1916 were

Tegistered 2,507 between the ages of 18 end 4b. Of the

totel, 4,683, who registered in the county there were

37 Indiens and 4 Negroes. Having corpleted the work

for which 1t was creoted the bosrd wes forrally dis-

charged lay 1, 1919 (2)

TZ) Cordell Beacon - Jume 12, To16— T T
There wia comparatively little trouble #ith draft

evaders in this county. Of the 4,635 repistrdts only

22 were listed ns deserters. This is one-half of one

per cent s compared with 2.663% for the state. (3)

B) Cordell Ueacon - June IZ, 1919

For ihe purpose of aiding the men to fill out their

questionnaires correctly and comply with the law there

was created a Legal Advisory Board. As far ss possible
don. 0. .

this board was drawn from the legal profe
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i
Reneger, county juipe, was made chairman, with J. A.
Duff and R. A, Billups as directors. In addition to
thess there were fifty-one associste rembers in the

county, wany of ther laywen. (1)

Cordell Bencon - June 12, 1919

Whe position of County ¥ood Admistrator, as the
locel represcntative of the food mimistration program,
vas created. George Gishop of Dill, was appointed to the
position but, due to the faci that he could not give suf-
ficient time to it, he resigned rni K. L. Harvey was
sppointed in darch, 1916. Jr. Harvey served until the
end of the war. (2) Through this agency the farmers of
(EIRESTCN

the county were encoursped to market all their surplus

flour and wheat. Within & few days 33,600 bushels of
wheat wes broughtto the elevators. (3) In May, 1918

jEImyscey
more than 26,000 pounds of flour was collected. (4)

T4] Cozdell Bescon June 12, 1919

There was little opposition to the rules in regar¢ to

f0od conservation. In &t lesst two instances, however,
farmers were fored to bring in flour and wheat against

their will. (b)

15T Statemsat o7 Alvin Sirgame

Working in close cooperation with the Food Ad-

ation snd other boards was the County Council
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of Defense. This board was appointed in November, 1917,

by Governor R. L. Williams. It was compossd of R. B.

loJonald, chairman, J. A. Hobinson, George Eianop, Charl:

Miller and lirs. Washti Stone. In Februsry, 1918,
additional eppointments were mde the board was re-

orgenized. It now was composed of Alvin Binganan, chair-

R. Ash, Ty, J. A. .
L. #. Stromg, Frank Boliting, Bob Chawplin, Charles
Hoover, Dr. J. 3. Boker, Del Robinson, J. A. Duff, R. ¥.
Evans, Charles Johnson, Fred Graves, William Busby,
Geo. C. Wilson, Claud King, T. G. Sappington, Perry
harrison, E. H. Houston, R. L. Harvey, and H. ¥. Foliver
This was the composition of the bosrd until its dis-
charge on January 15, 1919. (1)
oF SEeon Jane 1T, o1
The fanction of this board ves to investigate cases

of disloyalty sm: when necessary to tnke messures to

compel ty to the of the

They took en mctive part in the sale of liberty bonds

and was snvings starps end in Red Cross carpaigns. The
assisted the food adninistrator whon necessary to enforce
the delivery of supplus wheat and flour. (2) Onme of
TEr T8 =

their most drmstic measures was the issuigg of an order

in May, 1918, closing the doors of the Cordell Christian

:ﬂﬂf@n for the remsinder of the war. This action wes



: §
teken eftor an inmvestigation of the elleged pacific
doetrines being taught by the president Armstrong. (1)
TI] A1vin Bingawan (Statement]
Another instance of decisive action was the forbidding
of John 3impson, of Weatherford, to come within the county
again after making en address to an audience at Bessie. (2)

TZ] Cordell Bercon June 12, 1919

Weshita County's sacrifice in 1lives lost mounts to

thirty-seven. 0f these deaths seventeen were caused by
disease.

For the names of those citizens of Washita C ounty
who lost their lives in the World War see Appendix I 2.

In spite of the fact both 1917 and 1918 were un-
favorable yesrs for sgriculture in Washita County, the
people did their pert towerd supporting the war financially.

The Liberty Loan Campaigns were in charge of H. F.
Joliver, except the Victory Loan which vwas maneged by

Frank Ekiemen. (1)

atement of H. F. Joliver
In the first losn, june, 1917, the guotas for the
counties were not so well defined as they were in the

later ones but the county did its share. (20 In the second

5TdeTl Peacon - Wov. I, 1917

October, 1917 the quota was et extremely high, 238,000

maximun and §143,000 minimun. The ccunty was unable
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to reach so hirh & firure, but did raise a total of
$125,625. (1) The quota for the third campigm, April,

TIT CordalT Feacon Fov, I, I9I7

1918,

over subscribed snd in the fourth when the
cacta wos 524,400 ® total of {76,350 wes roised. (2)

TZ] Cordell Beacon June 1, 1919

Ip the Victory Loen of April end Hay, 1919 the quots

®as $24,000 and the amonat cubscribed was sramin ebout
$76,000. (3)
eI 45 6

In the United Ver Vork Campign of November, 1918,

the cuote for the county wes set st y4,800. The amount
rnised was £8,269.10. G. A. W. Fleming wes in charge
of the arive. (4)

JCImELzCn

The prestest single drive for funds was for the

8rle of ¥ar Seving Stamps. The committs

appointed to
nandle the work wes cowposed of J, A . Duff, chairman,

G. A. W. Pleming, vice-chairmen, A. V. Anderson, publicity
mensger, and Albert Enton. June 28, 1918 was & holiday in
the county, it being designated by President ¥ilsonm as

e held in school

Hational Wer Savings Day. Hestings
districts throughout the county and the people were
urged to buy stamps. The smount raised on that day was




§426,000 which fell about one third short of the ;666?:00
set as a quota. (1)

orde. acon June 1,

The Washite County chapter of the Americen Red Cross
was organized in June, 1917. The officers were 3. C.
Ueesingale, chairmen, §re. Roy lcloneld, vice-chatrman,
dre. C. B. Thornton, secretery, R. W. Hutto, treasurer.
lirs. 3. C. Burrett soom replaced ira Thornton and J. A.
Robinson replaced lir. Hutto. (2)-
Teid

Bight branches of the county chapter were orgenized

and twenty one amuxiliaries. Those in charge of the branch

organizations were: ire. J. L. Hull, Cordell; dre. U. J.
Sutterfield, Sentinel; Mrs. 3. A, Dye#, Rocky; Mr. R. X.
Gernent, Cloud Chief; Mrs. C. C. Armstrong, Foss; Mrs.

Phil Neary, Camute. (3)

TZT UordeIl Bescon, June I, 1919

The orpenization contributed 147,166 surgical dr
11,706 surgical supplies; 5000 knitted garments; 2,325
refugec garments; and 200 comfort kits., Ten thousand

pounds of worn clothing wi

sent to war stricken countries. (4)
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CHAPTER VI 50
EDUUCATIONAL PROGRESS
1 - Public Sehools
The organization of the public schools began in
the first year of the county's existence. Franmk J. Cook
Who was) appointed asusty superintendent datil the first
election orgenized & township school &t Cloud Chief and
one at Colomy in 1892. H. D. Young became county super-
intendent at the firet election and continued the orgen-
ization, Near the beginning of his adwin#stration the
{ district system was substituted by the legislature for
the tovnship systom and Mr. Young begen the organization
under the district system, begimning on the west side of
the county end numbering the districts in order of their
formation. (1)
D= YousE Tn UoFaSIT Heacen = IuIy IE
The work of the rurel schools has been carried on
under the supervision of the following county superin-
tendents; 1892 ~ Frank 7. Cook; 1892-94 ~ H. D. Young;
1894-98 G. W, Hunt; 1898-1900 8. J. Jordom; 1900-1904
J. 8, Norton; 1904-1907 R, L. Knie; 1907-1912 - ¥. H.
Hubberd; 1918-16 J. M. Wsllace; 1916-20 Albert Eaton;
1920-24 S. G. Thomes; 1924-28 Gertrude Hartley. (2)

(BT Heco oun Sotion =
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The records of the superintendents before 1902

ere not availabl

The progress of the schools of the

county way be indicated by the annual reports beginning

with that de (1)

( oun nnua O
7541

Enrol 53686

Average Attendance=------ ~3023

Total expenditures- -§49,776.30

Average Salary- L

Expenditure per teacher=--===--i §444 .43
1907-08
Ezrolivent nen4

Average Attendance.

Number of Schools:

Hunber of teache:

Average annual salary----

Total $68,929.30
ver teach $460.30

1912-13
478

Enrollment

-—==7274




Average Attentence.

Number of Schools----- PR

HNumber of teachers.

Average smnual salery.

Total expenditure-

----$97,557.58

per teach £569.58

The decrease in the mumber of schools in this period
18 due to comsolidetion. Camute wes consolidrted in
1908. Comien, Dill,and Lake Velley were consolidsted
in 1911. Other consolidated districts in the county
&re Foss end Port both orgenized in 1922. (1)

1917-18
7903
Enrolluent. 6992

iverage ettendance__.
NumbeF of schools_.__..

Funber of teschers,

Average annuel salery

Total expenditure, 126,024 .42
Expenditure per teacher __.__ ... ____ §708.11
1922-23

Enrollment ...

Average Attendance _

Mumber of Schoolf.. ... ... -
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” Number of teachers--

Average annual salary---- —meeef 776433
Z Total expenditures-- ----§180,192.41
¥4 Expenditure per tescher-- §1069.95

The further decroaso in tho number of schools in
thie geriod ie due to more consolidetion and the for-
zation of two union greded districts. U.G. Fo. 1 at
Colony was forred in 1919 and U. G. No 2 at Cloud Chief
wes formed in 1921. (1)

ertrude oun’

1925-26

Enrolll

Aversage

Number of Schools--

Number of teachers---

Average annual salary- -§746.44
Total expenditarge----=-===-mn- $189,636.72
Expenditure per teacher----------- §1047.16

The indepenient districts in the county are Cordell
entinel, and Rocky.

A comparison between the schools of Washita County
and those of other counties in the state shows them to
be mmong the lowsr hnlf in most items of comparison. The

folling figures show the rank of the county in various

Jaan



respects. (1) 54
( 6 Department of Lducation Bul. No

Averege Length of School term -.

Rank
Per cent that H. S. Attendance is of total

Rank

Per cent that boys are of girls in fi. S..

Rank

Expenditure per child in averare attendance---§44.62

Rank
Average annual expenditure per teacher-: -~+1063.
Rank

Aversge annual teachers salary ~----§803.

Renk 62nd

Per cent of teschers heving two or more years

of colloge training 2.4
Rank 4th
Average valuation per scholastic--

Rank 38th
The movement for model schools began in the county
in 1924. There are now thirty-five of the model and

superior model class. (2)

T 16
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II Non*Zublic Schools 8

In addition to the public sehoole in the county
there are the Oklahowe Christian College, The Corm
Bibdle School and the Colony Indisn School. At one
tine there wae the Reformed Academy and the Advent
Sehool both now discontimued.

The Oklahome Christian College Was opemed &t Cordell
in September 1907, end was knovn as the Cordell Christian
College. J. N. Armstrong wes the first president. The
school is supported by the Church of Christ, The build-
1ings which were built and owned by the City of Cordell
consisted of a two story brick school building and a
frame dormitory. It continued vith a fair degres of
success until 1916 when, for ressons explained else-
where (P.4b) it was discontinued. In 1921 the City
of Cordell desd’ the property to the church and the
school opendd September 6, 1921, as Western Oklahoma
Christien College. (1) Ire W. Winterrowd was their
( 1T I3
ident end Ulrich R. Beeson was dean. The prosent

pre

president, W. Cleud Hall ceme to the position in 1926.
In 1925 the State Board of Bducstion recognized the work
of the school for sixty hours, thus estsblishing it as

& Junior College. Since 1984 the school has been known




&8 Oklshome Christian College (1) o
(esmErscy

The primery purpose of the school as stated in

their catalog is 'to develop genuine Christien mem end
women and to equip them for efficient service in all
fields of endeavor thet are homest.

Tho Corn Bible Academy at Corn is conducted under
the direction of the Jemnonse Brethren Church. It opened
for the first time in 1902 with D, J. Classen serving
as instractor. D. L. Schellenburg taught in 1904-05.
and J. T, Duerksen was in charge from 1905 to 1916, with
the exception of 1911-12 when no instruction was given.
Prom 1916 to 1916 D. F. S traus was imstructor. In 1916-
19 no instruction wes given, "due to lack of zvailable
inetructors". H. D. Weibe teueht in 1919-20 end in
1920-21 Mise Nellie Plaming wes sdded =8 assistant, Since
1921 H. D, Weibe and J. J. Weibe have comprised the faculty.

In 1926~27 there were sixty-five students.

Reverend Issac Harme wae the lemder in the movement
to found the school. ()

mnusl Catalog 19g7-26 __

fhe Colony Indisn School, st Colony, i8 a reservation

School. Its beginning was the result of the labor of

John Seger a8 recounted elsewhere in this thesis (P, 2b)




The first two buildinge were conatructed in 1890 “57
bricks made of mative clay. !r. Ssger served es
Superintendent of the school until 1896. (1)

(17 Jokn Seper [3tnterent]

The schdol is mow in charge of W. T. Diges, Day

School Smspector of tho Cheyemne-Arapohos Jurisdiction.
It has on enrollment of about one hundred thirty hoys
“end girles from the various tribes - Cherokee, Choctaw,
Shawnee, Pottewatomio, Creek, and Kickapeo, as well a8
about thirty fror the Cheyennme and Arapohos. (2)

T o

Instruction is given up to and including the sixth

grede, Half time ie given to instruetion in literary

subjects end half time to industrial training. fThe
ineustrial training consists of sewing, cooking, howe
meking, poultry, raising, carpentry, ste. (3)

(37 THIT

The Keformed Church Acadery, or Cordell Acedemy,

wes opensd at Cordell in September, 1906, ‘under the
leadership of iyron B, Keaton. It wes located in the

building now oecupied by the Junior High School. It

opened with four ten and , In
1907-08 1t had five toschers snd fourty-five students.




At the close of this yesr it suspended operation. w°

( Al Neportse County supt, =073 1907-08; 19068-09
An Advent School was opened in Cordell in 1907. It

consisted of one teacher and twenty-eipht stuients. After

one yeer of operstion it closed its toors. (2)

(Z] Annuel Reports County Bupt. 1907-06 & 1908-09
Washita County hee contributed stesdily to the student

bodyeef higher institutions of lesrning in Oklehoma. From

1908 to 1928 the number of students matriculating st

Oklahome University hes shown n steady incrense, Inm

1907-08 thers were four; 1912-13 five; 1917-18 twenty-

five; 1922-23 tnirty-nine; 1927-20 £ifty four (3)

(3 Fmmur] Cotelogues - Oklehome Umiversity
Hany have gone to Southwestern State Teachers Collese

et Westherford nnd Oklahome A. and M. Collee et 5t111-
water while some heve gone to Oklehome Baptist University

at Shewnee, Oklahoma Collere for Women at Chickasha,

Oklahora Presbyterisn Collepe st Dursnt, and elsewhere.
An institution of importance both ms an educational

factor end a sociel factor in the county was the Summer

Normel. These were held each sum:ar, usually in the

r, to

county seat. It finally becsme a custom, how
slternate smong sevoral tovns of the county including
Cordell, Rocky, end Sentinel. (4)

Z ggazmmmrnn—'——,_——
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The prinary purpose of the mormals wes to increass
. the proficiency of the teachers 6f the county in the
Common School brenches and enable them to pess the
examination for the certificate. Some instruction
was given in pedagogy and phycholopy. (1)
TI) Statement of J. I, Dele

The county superintendent wrs in cherge ae sdminis-

treter while the instructicn was given usuelly by teachets
from Central Stete Normel et Edmwond end lster from South-
western Normel &t Weatherford. The first ome was held
under the adwinistration of H. 0, Young im 1895 or 1894
with Professor Umboltz in charge of imstruction. (2)

IZ] Stetewent of M. ». Young
Among those well ;enmbared a8 instructors is J. M. Dele
who conducted thres Norumals at Cloud Chief (1898-99-1900)
and one at Cordell (19C1). He was assisted by Eugene
Forbes (3) Other imstumctors st various tines were S. D.

Creme, J. H, Wallace, i. T. MeAlester, and Floyd Wheeler

The usual attendance was fifty to one hundred. (4)

O3 —




CHAPTER VII 50
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

A survey of the weslth and resources of Washite
County reprosents m reeord of remsrksble nchievement for
2 period of thirty-six yesrs. On April 18, 1892, the
day before the opening, the weslth of the county wrs
represented only by the poesidilities which lay in its
unbroken sod., With the exception of the Indier School
et Colony end a fow herds of crttle the rog’itm wns
entirely uninhabited.

With the coming of the settlers and the establish-
ment of the poverawent ceme the necessity for reising
rovenue with which to cerry on. Roamds end bridges must
be built end the salaries of the officers must be peid,
As there wes no property subject to texation im ediately
1t vas necessary to deNise other mesns of finsncing the
county. Some revenue could be raised from such sources
a8 the fees for license for the sale of liguor but this
wes spall in comparison with the meeds, To meet the
situstion the warrants speinst the county were psid in

seript to be rodeomed et par. (1) Sowe of the seript

wee never redeemed st prr, but sold for e little na




ten per cent of its face velue. (1) 8
I NOEetsy e ey

By 1909 the county was able to go on & cesh basis’
At that tire the essessed veluation wee §11,217,660. fThis
wenlth has steadily increased until it amounted to
$18,161,110 1n 1927. (2)

(2] Stetement of County CTerk

The sdvance of Weshite County from an uhdeveloped

region to 1ts present vosition s one of the leading
counties of the state is une slmost if not cuite entirely
to its ugricn]_.ture. It is s rectangurlyr tragt of land
fourty-two miles esst and west Ly twenty-four miles north
and soutn., The aversre elevntion is mbout 1400 feet. (3)
8port U, 5. Westhor Turest = Ssc. 41 = 5.

Ite climate snd reinfall with the matural fertility of
the lend makes it edmirsbly fitted for acriculture. The
twonty your average reinfoll is 26,36 inches with fifty
days on which wore than .01 inch of méisture fells. (4)

(AT

9he mesn teuperature ie 59.4°, the highest on record

boing 113° and the lowest -14°. The sverage date of tae
last killing frost is April 5, the Pirst November 1.
The earliest on record is October 12, and the latest iay 1.
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The average growing semson is thus 211 days. (1)

(IT Report . 5. Weather Bureau 1920 - Sec, 41 = 7, 3
Being on the border of the wheat Lelt to the morth

and the cc*ton belt to the south the county is well
located for the growing of both these crops, Absence

of boll4veavils is erother importent foctor in the raising
of cotton.

A little cotton wes grown in 1894 end the acreage has

steadily increesed since that tire., In 1919 there were
56,621 acres with & yield of 15,100 bales; 1920 - £3,400
ecres with o yield of 26,700 bales. 1924 - 11,112 scres
with & yield of 4,720 bales, The 1926 yield was 85,300
bales vith o sale valus of §5,000,000 (2) This cotton 18
TZ] Prelininary ennouncement - Dept OF comrerce Oct, I, 1926
hendled by £9 gine in various perts of the county. ()

of County Farm Agen

Next to cottom whest ia the most importsnt cron. Its

importance 18 indicrted by the following figures. (4)

yerr screnge production

1919 175,633 2,800,624
1920 140,409 2,948,689
110,168 2,203,990

116,000 2,070,000




y/—

iodern machinery is used in the production &5“”,‘
&pproxinately 160 combine hervesters were used in the
1926 hervest. (1) There ere 626 tractors registered
( toment of County Agemt

in the county (2). These machines are increasing at

( oun utonobile 1a) o
an annual rote of 10 per cenmt to 20 per cent. Anumber
of whent growers in the county have their own slevators.
Host of the corn raised in the county is consumed
locelly. In 1919 there were 37,492 scres which produced
1,028,371 bushels. The 1920 acreage was 31,839 with a
yield of 673,691 bushels (3)
(3] Press Sumnary - Dept. Comnerce Oct B, 1926
The agriculture progran is farther diversified by
the procuction of grain sorghune, onts, barley, broomeom,
wlfnlfa, wweet clover, sugar, poultry and deiry products.
A survey by the Cordell Chamber of Com:erce of the
deiry resources in 1926 reveeled 16,760 dairy cows waich
produced an average total of 32,169 gellons of milk
daily. In 1927 the cresm stntions of the county bought
260,000 pounds of butter fat. The surveyors estiinted
a total of 690,296 chickens vhich produced 2,998,442

dozen egps annually.




In 1926 there were 3644 ferms in the county ops:ratld
by 5641 white farwors end 5 negroes. Of those 191 owned
their farms meking the percentage of tementry b63.6. Im
islo the percentngo of tenantry wes 44.3 end in 1920 it
was 38.6. (1)

(T SFess Sumiary = Depts Uomreree Oet. E, L6
The value of the farms imcluding the buildings is given
ot/$25,764 466, (2)

I

The raising of livestock is ome of the importent

! industries. The number of enimals on the farms of the
county is estimeted as follows: horses 1%,401; mules 7,001
Swing £5,207; cattle 26,323 of which 18,010 sre dsiry

cattle.
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The population of Washita County in 1920 wes

CHAPTER VIIL
SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS DEVELOPRAENT L

27,887. This wes a decresse of 11,2 per cent from

the 25,084 for 1910 and a very slight increase etfer

the population (22,007) até the tire of statehood in 1907.
It represents a growth, however from 15,001 in 1900 (1)
TI) 14%h census VoI, Y P. 184

and possibly £,000 ér 10,000 who ceme in at the opening

in 1892,
An analysis of this population shows 1t to be
composed of 9b.2 per cent native Borm whites. (2)

IS

In 1920 there were 941 whites of foreign birth. Of

‘these 603 were born in Euseia, 164 were born in Cermany
snd 52 were born in Norwsy., There wers a few from
oach of & dozen other countrice. (3) The Indien

(BT IHT

population numbered 261 in 1920 ms compered with 312

4n 1900, There wers 11 negroes in the county in 1920. $4)

JCOE L C -

The mumber of people per square mile is 22,1 es compared

with £9.2 for the state. (&)




The church has been an important factor in the 96

lives of the people from the first. Im 1916 there
were 6,661 persons in the county who were affiliated
with some denomination. Of these the lethodist

Episcopsl in the lead with 1606. Other demominations

followed in this order: Baptist (Southern Convention)

1347; Church of Christ 1180; Menmonites 802; Roman

Catholic 442; Presbyterian j76; Brethren 150; Con-

grogational 64; Disciples of Christ 50; Lutheren 50;

Penetecostal Church of the Nazarene 80; P‘u‘a Methodists

26; A1l others 609 (1)

TIT Furesu of Census - 1916 Rellgious Bodies - Part I. P.300
The orgenisation of freternal orders beran in the

county at an early dete. Perhrps the first of these wrs

the Masons., The first charter was pgronted to lodge

mumber 37 at Cordell on February 9, 1898 (2) Present st

TE] Charter of Teb. 9, 1608

the first meoting under this charter, April 9, 1898 were

W. B. Leverton (W. i.) E. R. Ross (P.W.), A. J. Johnson (Z.¥.)

R. P. Burger, J. ¥. Bishop, W. J. Dickson, J. A. J
J. M. Rnodes, and H. D. Young. (3)

Soon after the consolidntion of the two territfories

4nto the new ®tate a mev work was adopted and the Cordell




chapter was given o mew charter as lodge mumber 12,
(2eb. 9, 1908).SWven C. Burnet: was Worshipful Haster
and Lot Jomes wea Senior Werdenm. (1)

1] Chorter of Feb, 9, 1909
There are now four lodpes of liasons in the county -

Cordell, Sentinmel, Rocky, and Retrop - with a combined
menbership of verhaps 600. (2)
£] . Tosiright -(Statemen

The first chepter of the Order of the Hastorn Ster
in the county wao organized st Cordell April 29, 1908.
There were twenty cherter members of whom lirs. Sem
Hassingele, lir. and lrs. J. M. Armfield, lre. A, R. Ash,
end lire. Alma Kerloy are still living im the county. The
membership in 1928 is 140. Chapters are also located
et Sentinel, Foss and Retrop (3)

8, W. T, Ford _ (Stetememt]

Rebeeca lodge number 75 organized at Cordell in

1902 wrs perhsps the first lodre of that order in the
county. (4) ir. end Hrs, Will Petty and iirs, Hery P.

"tement of Ur, end Irs U ety

Steinman, who still 1ive in Cordell were charter members. (6)

Eement of Fs. Stolnman
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iiiss lse Evans was secretery. (1) This lodge maintained

ment of rs. Stoinman

@ rather procrrious existence until & mew charter wns

granted on April 19, 1907 to seven nembers. O0f these

iirs. Tom Brown snd Frank Thompson sre still im the county. (2)
{E] Stotevent of Wre. ¥om Grows
There are mow seven Rebocca lodges in the county - Cordell,
0411, Foss, Cowdon, Sentinsl, Retrop, and Camute., The
combined mewbership is sbout five hundred. (3)

T3] Statewent of Trs. J. 1. Vobiwaon

The Cosmopolitan Club at Cordell, the only one in

the county, wes organized in 1904 with & 1limited member-
ehip of twenty. In 1912 it wns affilimted with the
National Federation of Women's Clubs (4)

sment o

On November 12, 1924 wns orpanized st Cordell a
chepter of the P. H. O. Sisterhood. This is & national
organizetion formed by college women in 1869 at Ohio
Wesleyan University. It mow has fomty thousend members and
thirteon chapters in thirty-five strte
chapter is fostering through its educational lonn fund

The Cordell

the aducation of two girls, irs. J. k. Willer is president
of the chapter. (b)

Jtatenent o A J. L or.
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4 mere statoment of the mumber snd cheracter of
the people is dull snd not particularly signifioant, how-

ever ng

sary 1t way be for a stuly of the social
development of the comumity. Pack of these facts thers
48 the romance ani the hardships of settloment in an
undeveloped country. This story csn be known well omly
to those who ectually experienced it, but as meny of those
people are still with us it 18 ensy to get & glimpse

of this development. A contemporary sccount of the life
4in Weshita County in the early days is given by ire.
Charlie Cerlise who lived in the west side of the county
end who wes the toacher of the first school at Dill.

» People ceme in every kind of conveyance(anything
thet would hold a few housekeeping articles). Ome would
quite frequently sec en old, rickety bugey drawn by
burrows, again the ox-cart would be seen.

"These peo-le who came in the winter had serious

probl to face, Food couldbe found on the prriries

in the form of rabbits, prairie chickens, ete. (but
there wes no wood ) The fences of older settlers wes
the only thing to be had. A traveler who crre across
a fence did the "dehorning” ect that wee cutting the
posts off down to the firat wire. Whop they were all

dohormed the mex! to pess took emough posts to build




his fire snd so it went for years. 0
"The nomes of the first settlsrs wero dugouts
or half-dugouts and the well-to-do had palatisml sod

hous A well constructed eod house is not bad

looking and to the dugout dwellere they were simply
and..
"The people who lived in these homes were, ae a

rule, cleanly sad hospitaile and always reedy to help
those 10ss fortunste. They wers desply religious.
Every one went to churoh services which were hold in
& dugont 1in the winter and an erbor in the summer.

The women and children were spic and epan in ealico
dresses and soretimes crowned with a ‘hat made of

corn shucks. This cornshuck hat was pretty, sometires
showing the touch of & real ertist.

ching everyone had to be perfectly

"Juring the pr
reveront, no matier whnt came up thrt was laugheble no
one dared to laugh.

"Every Sunday night when there wes no preaching,
singing was given at sove home. If thero happenmed to
be n orgen in the meighborhood the boys would hiteh
therselves to the farm wagon end brimg the orgen to
the place whers tho singing was to be held. They seng,

to0, mo getting outside snd woking end drinking, but
ench ome trisd to see how well he could sing.




"Sometimes there would be a party during the 71
evetang, but no one denced at these home affeirs.
Sometimes dances would be given but they were frowned
upon byf the "Better People”. The thought that emap,
drop the handkerchief, shoot the buffalo, ete. were
the height of smsement.

"Those who vere inclined to dence got their
£111 during the Fourth of July celebrations. No
yeer vassed without sometown or commmity having &

July pienic. The people came for miles end miles

to these affeirs, they emjoyed every mimute of the
dey and two-thirds of the night. fThey would hiteh
their team to the wagon, drive out & little way and
sleep the rest of the might, then drive home mext day.

"Schools were teught in dugouts, term three months,
end & thirty dollar salary was too high, In our dis-
trict a young girl teught the first term in & rock-
fronted dugout. A little box stove was the heating
system. Half the time there was no fuel other tham

"that picked up over the prairie (buffalo chips or cow
chips). During this term there ceme a blizzard; there
were eighteen children to keep wsrm in that cold, almost
fireless place; the tescher mansped to keep her charges
warm but she came out with frozen feew.

was offered the school

again. One old men rode all over the district trying
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to got people to object "For", said he, "it is wrong i
for ome person to get all thet money".

"The teacher who attended the Sumner Normel was
some to "look up to." Each summer a mormal was held,
usually in the county seat. 'The supreme head vas the
county superintendent. fhe teacher who held a first
grade certificave was "somebody" snd when the teachers
boarded eround the first grade teacher was as a pre-
sident might be received nowisys. (1)

( Atenent o: S, ¥T6;

One of the vost prominent amwons the teschers of
the county wrs lirs. 8, J. Jorden who came to the county
with her husbend in 1893, The sccounts she gives of
how the People menaged to cerry on sometires without
tho things thet sre usuelly thought of ae sbsolute
esventinls ere most interesting. Seys Nrs. Jordan in
regard to piomeer 1ife in Weshita County!

"0f course, like all nmew countries, the social
1ife wes of the simplest nature.

"lioney was scarce, household furnishings were
meager, but for all the hard times the people were hapry,
friendly, sociebls.

"There wae mo recognition of “class." Kvery ome was



& neighbor end ready at sll tires to lond & holyi:;,
hand to anyone in neod.

"The chief forms of sociel diversion were numérous
singings led (in Hagy comunity and others adjecent) by
#r. B, B. White (ablind men) Mr. A. J. Bell, and ir.
Vilson Haynes.

"Spelling matches, too, were much emjoyed es they
furnished "got togethor" occasions which were very
nocessary inm this mev rethor sparsely settled country.

"fhe Litorery Society flourished in those eerly
days znd we all went snd took part if called upon. One
particulerly interesting program had "The 0ld Cow Crossed
the Road, Sir" sung in operatic fashion Ly & young lady
whilo the audionce was comvulsed with laughter. All
there was to it was a repetition of the words, "The
01d Cow Crossed the Road, 3ir, and "hy Did he 01d Cow
Cross the Road, 3iry She Crossed the Road, 3ir, Because
She Crossed the Road." Just imegine 1f you can the silence
at firot as people heard the operetic mimicry snd then the
roars of laughter as people laughed t1ll ‘tears ran down their
cheeks.

“Another selsction thet invariably brought much

laughter wes given by & man dressed in a long tniled coat-




& dress coat from his vedding day. He wore wlannbiient
began in very solemm tones, A B C D E ¥ G, and then each
peroration would begin at "A" egain end carry s little
farther with impessioned sppeel end a raising and low-
ering of the voice. The audience would soom be giving
leughter end cheers.

"One 1ittle boy, so very swell, got up very sedate-
1y and started out very somorously with "The boy stood
on the burning deck" Then he would twist his tie onm a
button, hitoh his trousers up end repeat a little louder
"fhe boy stood on the burning deck--" Then more embarrass-
ment and all were Jjust aching to prompt him but a little
louder came "The boy 8tood onm the burning deck--" After

three or four repeated and epparrently embarrassed attempts

end our sympathy was asctually almost causing us to weep
he ssid, "And he just kept a standing there." HNaturally
the climax was too much for us and how we ell laughfed.
"#ish fries too, wero enothor means of getting
together for a dey of social enjoyment. The Vashita
River was teeming thep with thousnnds of large crt-fish.
The boys !Dnld go early with seiyes »nd catch and clean
the £1sh, collect drift wood for frying the fish, meking
the coffes, fnd if as lete ms July for boiling the roast-

ing the rossting enrs. How ve all enjoyed the picmic

dimner.
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"There were pound suppers where each boy would teke
& pound, or cen of fruit, pears, apricots, cherries, peaches
ete, and the women and girls would take cakes, chiefest

Cendy breakings and

emong the cakes being a jelly cak
candy pullings also furnished some degree of Social pleasure.
In the winter time there were oyster suppers. ioney wes

80 very scarce that things that took money were almost

taboo.

"There were mo real camp-meetins in those early days
such as many of us had been accustomed to in the older
states, but there was an occasional revivel meeting which
all attended regardless of demominational belief.

"The educational facilities were so meager and people
were so hungry for anything that would afford them amuse-
ment or social entertainment that the closing of schools
brought out more people thanm could be seated in the poor
crude box schoolhouses or half dugouts. Seats were usually
mede of cotton-wood slabs with pegs put through either end
for supports.

"Brush arbors were built for sumer revivels end
occasionally for sumber schools.

"The county Normals were for helping teachers over
the county to become acquainted with each other, exchange

and izprove their methods and treining. Thie was

soconplished after 1896 principally. S. D, Chase of




B1 Remo conducted the 1696 Normel at Cloud Chief. In 1898
end 1699 two teachers were necessary as the normals in-
creased in ettendance. These instructors were Eugone
Forbes of Weatherford end J. M. Dale of Cepitol Hill,
Oklenome City.

“"Later they divided the normal into "A","B", and "C"
olasses. Those preparing to teach for the first time were
in "C" class and could only be issued a third grade certi-
ficate, Those *

0 had taught ome yesr could enter caa

"B" end be required to teke more subjects and were elegille
to receive second grede certificates, while those who held
second grade certificates could enter class "A" or, if
their educationsl qualifications justified they were in the
way of prowotions. Though mo credits were given many did
& 1ot of high school work in this way.

"During these normals men in the higher educational
institutions visited and gave leciures, sich stete char-
acters as S, H. Hopkins, L. W. Baxter, David R. Boyd,

E. D. Murdeugh, and others.

"The mode of travel wrs, of course, by buggy or stage
and many were the miles traveled soross those prairies to
1ight a 1ittle lamp that some smbitious boy or girl might
steer his or her educational berk into waters where they

might have a deeper draft.’ (1)
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The conditions known and described by these older Foiiiuts
who toiled to meke & homs in a new land have rapidly passed
away to be repleced by & mow order. Tho horses and buggies
that transported our pioneers have beem replaced by auto-
mobiles. The muddy lenes have been replaced by improved
ronds, Tho isolation of the former has been venquished

by 10191 miles of telephone line within the county.(1)

cords B4, State of Bquallsa

Twenty-eight rurel routes from ten Post offices deliver
the mail deily. The people ere served by three rail-
roeds with & total milemge of 75.47 miles. (2) The

{ET IR

community entertesinments to which the people grthered

have served their purpose and pessed with the old order.
The 1ively old tiwes that ceme from the fiddle and the
banjo have been replaced by the radio concert from the
farthest corners of the country. A mew order, ond a better
one, greots the new gemerstion, but to the participats

in thet older order vho mede & virtus of necessity and
transformed a blesk prairie into e prosperous community

the new generetion owes an everlasting debt of gratitude.
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COUNTY OFFICERS
I -The officers that have served Washita County, since

(1)

the first election are as follow:

L [000Tds o @ Coun ection Doart
Sheriff:

1892-96 - J. W, Wood; 1896-98 - W, H, Griffinm;
1898-1900 - M. Morrisom; 1900-1902 - J. W, Miller;
1902-04 - 8, Henry; 1904-1910 - H. Griffin; 1910-

14 - Doc Hutcherson; 1914-18 J. A. Standerfer; 1918~

22- V. H. Deen; 1924-28 J. V. Miller
Attorney

1892-94 J. B, Juke; 1694-96 J. C. Hendrix; 1896~
98 F. B, Duke; 1698-1900 B. H. Boker; 1900-1904 -
F. A, Edwerds; 1904-07 W. J. Knott; 1907-1912 Ruther-

ford Brett; 1912-18 A. R. Aeh; 1918-28 J. B. Springer.

p: of Public on
1892-94 H. D. Young; 1894-98 G. V. Hunt; 1896-1900
S. 3. Jordon; 1900-1904 J. S. Norton; 1904-07 R. L. Kwie;
1907-12 J. H. Hubberd; 1912-16 J. M. Vallace; 1916-20
Albort Faton; 1920-24 3. C. Thomas; 1924-28 Gertrude Hartley.
Clerk
1892-94 R. B. Wells; 1894-1900 Geo.

Wheeler;
1900-1902 G. D. Coder; 1902-04 G. V. iiller; 1904-10
W. B. Harrington; 1910-14 Frank Thompson; 1914-16 Sam H.
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Hays; 1916-1918 Lee Ozbin; 1918-20 H. L. Rigsbes; 1920~

24 Price Craig; 1924-26 Rex Moore

1926-28 Frenk Thompson.
Surveyor

1892-94 S. B, Robertson; 1894-96 E. A. Williams;
1896-1902 E. B, Ross; 1902-04 Pimimey Ellis; 1904-1918
E. B, Ross; 1918-1926 Fred Ford.
Probate Judge

1892-94 J. D. Ballard; 1894-96 J. R. Baker; 1896-98
H. A, Lamberson; 1698-19C0 W. B. Auxier; 1900-1904 Richard
e Billups; 1904-07 L. R. Cowan.
County Judge

1907-16 L. R. Shoen; 1916-20 Owen F. Renegar; 1920~
22 J. L. Jackson; 1922-28 H., C. Hubbard.
Weigher

1910-14 J. H. Hay; 1914-18 Charles L. Blanton; 1918-
20 8. E. Kenver; 1920-24 J. H, Caldvell; 1924-26 James D,
Wellace.

Assessor

1912-16 W. L. Parker; 1916-20 G. W. Miller; 1920-24
Frank Thompson; 1924-26 G. W, liiller.

Register of Deads
1892-94 J, W, Wisdom; 1894-96 V. H. Denn; 1896-98

G. H. Grant; 1£98-1902 C. ¥. Murrell; 1902-19C7 A. A. Harris




1907-10 R. B, Wells, Jr; 1910-12 Charles Loren
Mrs. John Stome; (office comsolidated with that of county

1018%4

clerk)

urer
1892-96 J. D. Pureell; 1896-1900 W. H. Lean; 1900-1904
J. M, Armfield; 1904-10 J. J. MeCurley; 1910-12 W . H, Dean
1912-16 J. A. Robinson; 1916-20 Ul. L. Pribble; 1920-24

R, G. Burrow; 1924-28 Scott Burdon.

Coroner

1892-1902 Richard Barmhart; 1902-1907 ¥illiam Hibbs;

1907-10 S. Hunnbarger (office discontinued)

Commissioners:

1892-94 ?. J. Mitts. J. C. Palmadge, V. 4, Mershon
1894-96 J. J. Past; R. N, Hughes, J. Dale; 1896-96 8 .
Hunnbarger, Sem Smith; 1898-1900 H, C. Freadawey, M. B.
Brown, L. N. Williams; 1900-02 J. C. Bavwin, Devid Smith,
8. M. Darmell; 1902-04 W. H. V. Yeates, David Smith, 3. M.
Darmell; 1904-07 D. D. Weins, W. H, Bills, J. ¥. Hinds;
1907-10 ¥. G. Sappington, H. A. Kemner, J. T. Hinds;

1910-12 ¥. G. Sappington, N. ¥. Elston, J. A. Brown; 1912-
14 Stuert Hunnbarger, J. L. Long, H. K. Thomas; 1914-16
Virgie Evams, W. N. Zlston, E. P. Reeder; 1918-20 R. G.
Miller, 0. Y. Galleway, W. F. Winningham; 1920-22 ¥. G.
Sappington, W. H. Bills, W. ¥. Winninghem; 1922-24 T. G.
Sapoington, W. H. Bills, W. C. Keys; 1924-26 T. G. Sapping-

ton, E. P. Wilson, W. C. Keys; 1926-28 F. G. Sappington.
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" THE COUNTY'S WAR DEAD
The roll of war dead follows: (1)

TIT CordelT Yeacon Jume 17, 1019

1 - Ernest L. Hull, of Cordell, entrained March 26,
1918 for Cemp Fravis. He went oversens with the £9th
division end killed in the Argonne Sector on October 12,
1916 while detailed ns & runner.

2 - Roy Garfield z'ooufnn of Cordell was killod at
8t. Wichiel Sept. 12, 1916. He wns attached to Co. D.
$5% Infentry.

3 - W, J. Co#fe of Cloud Chief volunteered in July
1917. On Jenuary 16, 1918 he was killed by an automobile
at Camp Codey New lexico. IHis body 1s buried in Washite
County.

4- C. E. Young of Dill entrained for Camp Travis
Oct. 4, 1917, He went overseas with the 90th Divieiom
and was killel by a shell in Sept, 1918.

6 - Bert L. Allen of Cordell went to Camp Travis
April 27, 1918, He crosssd vith the 90th Division and
wes killed at St, Nichiel by e tremor mortar shell onm
Septenmber 13, 1918.

6 - Tule B, Thompson of Dill went down with the
Tusconia when it was sunk twelve miles off the coast
of Irelsnd on February 6, 191f.

7 - B4 Higginbathan of Sentinel trained at Camp

y—
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Travis and crossed with the 20th Diviston. He was killed
in the battle of Fismes in August 1918.

8 - Ernest V. Wright of Claud Chief was killed on
the Western front August 50, 1918,

9 - Barney Barbes of Colony ceme homs on & furlough
end vas killed in en sutomobile accident.

10 - Welter Ed Duke of Port trained at Camp Bowie
end crossed vith the B6th Division, He was killed in
action on the Chempegne Sector.

11 - Varren Shepherd of Carnepie wes & merber of
Co. L. 166 Infantry of the Rainbow Division. He wes
killed in action on July 30, 1918.

12 - Troy Bdwerd Green of Gatebo, entrained for
Camp Bowie lay 26, 1918. He went oversess with Co. B.
141 Infentry of the 36th Division. He vas killed at
St. Quentin October 8, 1918.

1% - Jemes. F. Bass of Elk City wes killed in action
October 10, 1918.

14 - Guy Copeland of Cordell while in trainming at
Camp Bowie was killed by contact with an electric wire.
His body was brought to Weshita County for burial.

16 - Clint Clerk of Dill trained nt Camp Travis

end went overseas with the 90th Division. He wes killed

in action,

A=\
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16 - Clyde Wils Freeman of Port wes killed at ffe

bettle of Tiswes August 16, 1918. He was a member of Co.
A. 112 Infentry. 36th Division.

17 - Henry Homberger of Westhorford vas killed at
St. Michiel Septerber 14, 1916. He wes a member of Co. H.
367 Infantry 9Gth Division.

18 - Foster A. Cei¥ener of Cloud Chief joined the
navy April 17, 1917, He was drowned in Key West Harbor
Septenber 29, 1916,

19 - Guy H. Barton of Foss died aboard ship enroute
to France, October 4, 1918. Buried in Frence.

20 - B. HeBroom of Semtinel died at Camp Dix
New Jersyy September 26, 1918. He is buried at Port.

21 - John Milton Batchelor of Cordell died at Campf
Travis April 27, 1918,

22 - Rudoloh Kuphe of Canute died At Camp Dix, New
Jersey, September 27, 1918, He is burded at Cenute.

23 - Pete Christian of Mountain View died at Camp
Trevis, Pebruary 9, 1918. Burial ves at Wountein View.

24 - John J. McAtear of Gatebo died st Texas Univer-
sity while taking special mechanical training.

26 - Teo Clarence Lamn of Canute died at Camp Travis
July 29, 1918. Burial was at Cenute.

26 - B. F. George, a volunteer, died in Camp.
27 - Clint Snider of Braithwaite died at Cemp Grant
Sept. 16, 1918. He was buried at Cordell.
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26 - Johnnie Bowren of Cloud Chief died at Vlns—‘1
conner Barrecks, Bebruery 12, 1918, Burisl wee in
Californie.

29 - John Demnis Risinper of Rocky died at Fort
Sem Houston Marchn £6, 1918, BEurial was at Koecky.

30 - Estil Ligeett of Rocky died at Camp Freront
California Cctober 16, 1918. The Lody was brousht to
Rocky for burial,

31 - Ernest L. Burkhart of Colony died at Camp
Logon. Buriel ves at Colony.

32 - Drew Creveus of Cordell died at Weatherford,
Oklshons while serving im I. A. T, C.

83 - Leonard Patterson of Port died at Fort Lopeng
Colorado. L

34 - Lieutenant Ben . Jones of Foss died at Camp

Stuart, Va. October 17, 1918. He wes a member of the

Hedical corps.
“86 - Wilkins loDeds of ¥0gs died at Cerp Travis

in June 1918. Burial was nt Foss.

56 - Lester . Stone of Rocky died at Carp Bowie

in June 1918.
37 - Hiss Alice Baker of ib, View died et Port

Riley, Kansas, Octover 21, 1918, While serving es & Red

Cross Furse. Burial was et Mountein View.

| —
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