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the museum of the Bible | Oklahoma City, OK
Collections, Research, and Interpretive Center

the rest of the Story

how is this story-telling 
accomplished?
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OFFICE 6 | BLACK | 1OFFICE 6 

the museum of the Bible | Oklahoma City, OK
Collections, Research, and Interpretive Center

the rest of the Story

1. running a chain of title for the building

2. creating a historical narrative 
for each decade

3. designing a plan, based on the 
information discovered, 
for re-use of the property.

1. 
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the 
chain of title 
Full legal description: 
Bennett & Gerson Addition Block 007 Lots 3-6

1940

1930

1920

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990 2000

2010

2020

Property
Type
Burroughs 
Adding 
Maching 
Company 
Building 

Property
Type
Filling 
Station 
+Auto Repair 

11/11/1911
Grantee
Martin 
Enterprises 

Grantee
Martin 
Enterprises 

Grantee
Martin 
Enterprises 

Grantee
Martin 
Enterprises 

Grantee
Martin 
Enterprises 

Grantee
Martin 
Enterprises 

Grantee
Oklahoma 
CIty Urban 
Renewal 
Authority

Grantee
Museum of 
the Bible

Property
Type
Collection, 
Research & 
Interperative 
Center 

8/6/1992
Grantor
Oklahoma 
CIty Urban 
Renewal 
Authority

Grantee
NNA

5/13/1993
Grantor
NNA

Grantee
Neimeyer 
John C Etal

1/26/1996
Grantor
John C 
Neimeyer,  
Etal

Grantee
John C 
Neimeyer

7/21/1988
Grantor
Martin 
Enterprises 

Grantee
John C 
Neimeyer 

Grantee
John C 
Neimeyer 

Property
Type
Windstream 
Offices 

Oklahoma SHPO Intensive Survery III
City of Oklahoma City website. http://www.okc.gov/planning/history/index.html#-
TEXT Oklahoma City History. http://www.okchistory.com/index.php?option=com_
content&view=article&id=90:civiccenter&catid=38:places&Itemid=77 
Page 23
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OFFICE 6 | BLACK | 1OFFICE 6 

the museum of the Bible | Oklahoma City, OK
Collections, Research, and Interpretive Center

the rest of the Story

1. running a chain of title for the building

2. creating a historical/ visual narrative 
for each decade

3. designing a plan, based on the 
information discovered, 
for re-use of the property.

2. 
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a contextual narrative 
PLAT BLOCK 7 LOT 000 OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

City Planning | 
Anton Classen encouraged the em-
ployement of George Kessler in 
1920. Unfortunately Kessler passed 
away in 1923, but his plan was set in 
motion and his general principles con-
tributed to the development of the city.

People of the Time |
When Anton Classen began laying 
out the streets and lots on the land he 
had purchased, the City
Beautiful Movement was very influ-
encial in its integration within the plan. 
.These movements placed a great 
deal of emphasis on the placement 
of parks and boulevards in residen-
tial areas.

Architectural Style | 
With much inspiration drawn from the 
1925 Paris Exposition des
Art Decoratifs et Industriels Modernes, 
the Art Deco style and the Moderne 
were very prominent in the design 
style of our site’s context. 
The Civic Center and the Police Build-
ing are examples of governmental 
buildings designed in this fashion. 

THE

Oklahoma SHPO Intensive Survery III
City of Oklahoma City website. http://www.okc.gov/planning/history/index.html#-
TEXT Oklahoma City History. http://www.okchistory.com/index.php?option=com_
content&view=article&id=90:civiccenter&catid=38:places&Itemid=77 
Page 23
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Map provided by the County Assesor’s Office
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
from Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa County, Oklahoma. 
Sanborn Map Company, Sep, 
1898. Map. https://www.loc.
gov/item/sanborn07202_003/.

1922 Sanborn Map
Property Type 
Filling Station & Auto 
Repair

Addition
Bennett and Gerson’s 
Addition

Block 7

Lot 
500
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Property Type 
Filling Station & Auto 
Repair

Addition
Bennett and Gerson’s 
Addition

Block 7

Lot 
500

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
from Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa County, Oklahoma. 
Sanborn Map Company, Sep, 
1898. Map. https://www.loc.
gov/item/sanborn07202_003/.

1922 Sanborn Map
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma County, Oklaho-
ma. Sanborn Map Company, Sep, 1898. 
Map. https://www.loc.gov/item/san-
born07202_003/.

1922 Sanborn Map

Property Type 
Filling Station & Auto 
Repair

Addition
Bennett and Gerson’s 
Addition

Block 7

Lot 
500
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PLAT BLOCK 7 LOT 000 OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

City Planning | 
In 1930, Hare and Hare of Kansas 
City were hired to complete Kessler’s 
Plan. This was the first comprehen-
sive plan for Oklahoma City. They 
collected historical data, plans for a 
greater Civic Center. 

People of the Time |
In July 1935, the Public Works Admin-
istration (PWA) funded the projects 
and began construction on the 
Civic Center (then called 
Municipal Auditorium), City Hall, and a 
new county courthouse. 
The construction of the Civic Center 
was paramount to the development 
of the surrounding central district. A 
group of elect businessmen were key 
players in this construction process. 
The buildings were opened in 1937.

Architectural District | 
The Civic Center of Oklahoma City 
is an area referred to which includes 
the existing Oklahoma County 
Courthouse, City Hall, the Oklahoma 
City Music Hall, and the Police Head-
quarters on the east side of Shartel 
Avenue. 
The area in which this Civic Center 
Complex lies was formerly the
rail line of the Rock Island Railroad.

Oklahoma SHPO Intensive Survery III
City of Oklahoma City website. http://www.okc.gov/planning/history/index.html#-
TEXT Oklahoma City History. http://www.okchistory.com/index.php?option=com_
content&view=article&id=90:civiccenter&catid=38:places&Itemid=77 
Page 23
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The Civic Leaders 
Invovled
the Civic Center

Marble Construction 
the Civic Center

Railroad / BoxCar 
Origins of the Rock 
Island Rail Road
the Civic Center

1937 The Oklahoman 
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The Oklahoma Historic Society

Couch Drive
January 1936

The relocation of 
the Railroad in or-
der for the con-
struction of the 
Civic Center / Dis-
trict

Kaho, C.J [Photograph 2012.201.b1001.0271], photograph, Janauary 29, 1936; 
http://gateway.okhistory.org/arl:/67531/metadc560437/m1/1/?q=ccivic%20center%20
park: accedded April 18, 2019),The Gateway to Oklahoma History, http://gateway.
okhistory.org;crediting Oklahoma Historical Society.



14 | stivers

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

Future
Use

H
O

N
O

R
S

 
T

H
E

S
I

S
AR

C
H

 
42

16
ni

ne
te

en
 fo

ur
tie

s

PLAT BLOCK 7 LOT 000 OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

The Construction | 
The construction of 501 Couch Drive 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma is complet-
ed in 1948. This is the building that 
exists today. 

Building Details | 

The account number for this building 
according to the Oklahoma County 
Assessors office is R013368060.
Built as an Office Building, the build-
ing frame can be described as that of 
Masonry.  The rood type is Flat. The 
HVAC type is a package unit. 
The gross building area is 6,214

The Oklahoma County Acessors Office

THE

a contextual narrative 
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Address
501 Couch Drive 
Oklahoma City, OK

Grantee
Martin Enterprises 

Type
Commercial

 The Oklahoma County Accessors Office
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PLAT BLOCK 7 LOT 000 OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

THE

A visual narrative 
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Address
501 Couch Drive 
Oklahoma City, OK

Type
Burroughs Adding 
Maching Company 
Building 

Type
Commercial

Photographs
January 6, 1951

Map 
Central Buisness 
District
1955

Meyers Photoshop, Burroughs Adding Machine Company, photograph, 
1951-06-uu;(https://gateway.okhistory.org?ark;?67531?metadc1121420/
m1/1/?q=couch20%drive:accessed April 22,2019), The Gateway to Oklahoma Histo-
ry, http://gateway.okhistory.org; crediting Oklahoma Historical Society.

Meyers Photoshop, Burroughs Adding Machine Company, photograph, 
1951-06-uu;(https://gateway.okhistory.org?ark;?67531?metadc1121420/
m1/1/?q=couch20%drive:accessed April 22,2019), The Gateway to
 Oklahoma History, http://gateway.okhistory.org; crediting Oklahoma 
Historical Society.

“Central Buisness District [Oklahoma City] ” Oklahoma Digital Map Collection  + 
Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce  70, no.G4024.o6. 1955. o6. Oklahoma State 
Data base. 
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PLAT BLOCK 7 LOT 000 OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
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A visual narrative 
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Meyers Photo Shop, Oklahoma City, Photograph. Date Unknown; (http://gateway.
okhistory.org/ark:/67531/metadcc1118968/m1/1/?q=civic%20center%20park: ac-
cessed April 22, 2019), The Gateway to Oklahoma History, http://gateway.okhistory.
org: crediting Oklahoma Historical Society.
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PLAT BLOCK 7 LOT 000 OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
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Address
501 Couch Drive 
Oklahoma City, OK

Type
Commercial

Photograph
Bettering the Street 
Scape
March 1, 1979

Address
Bicentennial Park 

Type
Commercial

Photograph
“Photograph used for 
a story in the Daily 
Oklahoman newspa-
per. Caption: “New 
marker designating 
the old Civic Center 
Park in front of the 
Civic Center Music 
Hall downtown as Bi-
centennial Park is ad-
mired by accountant 
Jim Prince.”

Gooch, Steve. [Photograph 2012.201.B0974B.0342},photograph, March 1, 1979; 
(http://gateway.okhistory.org/ark:/metadc1301121/m1/1/?q=couch%20drive: ac-
cessed April 22, 2019), The Gateway to Oklahoma History, https://gateway.okhistory.
org; crediting Oklaoma Historical Society.

Klock, Roger. [Photograph 2012.201.B1001.0253], photograph, December 21, 1976; 
(https://gateway.okhistory.org/ark:/67531/metadc569943/m1/1/?q=bicentennial%20
park%20oklahoma%20city%20: accessed April 30, 2019), The Gateway to Oklahoma 
History, https://gateway.okhistory.org; crediting Oklahoma Historical Society.



22 | stivers

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

Future
Use

H
O

N
O

R
S

 
T

H
E

S
I

S
AR

C
H

 
42

16
ni

ne
te

en
 e

ig
ht

ie
s

PLAT BLOCK 7 LOT 000 OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

Urban Renewal |
An era of Urban Renewal: the Couch 
drive project. As indicated in the trans-
ference of titles image, in 1988 the 
Oklahoma Urban Renwal Authority 
obtained Grantee status. 

Oklahoma City’s urban renewal pro-
gram was the most extensive in the 
state, and by the early 1980s the city 
had redeveloped three major areas.
These were 
 • downtown, 
 • the two-hundred-acre Oklahoma  
 Health Center, 
 • the John F. Kennedy neighbor  
 hood. 

Due to the effors of the Oklahoma Ur-
ban Renewall Authority, downtown 
Oklahoma City had a new skyline that 
included the Kerr-McGee headquar-
ters, Leadership Square, Liberty Tow-
er, Fidelity Bank Tower, Sheraton Ho-
tel, Mid-America Building, Oklahoma 
Tower, and Corporate Tower.

Steven Lackmeyer, “Urban Renewal,” 
The Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, 
https://www.okhistory.org/publications/enc/entry.php?entry=UR006.

THE

a contextual narrative 
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Address
501 Couch Drive 
Oklahoma City, OK

Type
Commercial

Deed Transaction 
7/21/1988

Grantor 
Martin Enterprises 
Grantee
Oklahoma Urban 
Renwal Authority

Photograph
October 26, 1981

Klock, Roger. [Photograph 2012.201.B1323.0341], photograph, Octo-
ber 26, 1981; (https://gateway.okhistory.org/ark:/67531/metadc633692/
m1/1/?q=Couch%20drive: accessed April 30, 2019), The Gateway to 
Oklahoma History, https://gateway.okhistory.org; crediting Oklahoma 
Historical Society.
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Address
501 Couch Drive 
Oklahoma City, OK

Type
Commercial

Map 
1989

“Centennial Oklahoma City [Oklahoma City] ” Oklahoma Digital Map Collection  + 
Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce  70, no.G4024.o6. 1989. o6. Oklahoma State 
Data base. 
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PLAT BLOCK 7 LOT 000 OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

Much Transition of The 
Property Title | 

THE

a contextual narrative 

1990

8/6/1992
Grantor
Oklahoma 
CIty Urban 
Renewal 
Authority

Grantee
NNA

5/13/1993
Grantor
NNA

Grantee
Neimeyer 
John C Etal

1/26/1996
Grantor
John C 
Neimeyer,  
Etal

Grantee
John C 
Neimeyer
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Address
501 Couch Drive 
Oklahoma City, OK

Type
Commercial

Deed Transaction 
August 6, 1992

Grantor 
Oklahoma CIty Urban 
Renewal Authority  
Grantee
NNA

Deed Transaction 
5/13/1993

Grantor 
NNA  
Grantee
Niemeyer, John C 
Etak
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Address
501 Couch Drive 
Oklahoma City, OK

Type
Commercial

Photo
October 1, 1993
BIcentennial Park 

Beckel, Jim [ photograph 2012.201.B0135.0063], photograph, October 1, 1993; 
(http://gateway.okhistory.org/ark:/675313683/m1/1?q=civic%center%20park ; ac-
cessed April 22, 2019), The Gateway to Oklahoma History, http://gateway.okhistory.
org; crediting Oklahoma Historical Society
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Address
501 Couch Drive 
Oklahoma City, OK

Type
Commercial

[photograph 2012.201b1028.0316], photograph, 1994;
(http://gateway.okhistory.org/arl;67531/metadc562298/m1/1?q-bicentennial%20
park%20oklahoma%20city; accessed April 22, 2019), The Gateway to Oklahoma His-
tory, http://gateway.okhistory.org; crediting Oklahoma Historic Society.
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PLAT BLOCK 7 LOT 000 OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

City Planning | 
The Civic Center gets listed on the 
NRHP for community development 
and planning, as well as for archi-
tecture. It is recommended that a 
district be made to include the Police 
Headquarters on North Shartel Ave-
nue, the Civic Center,
and City Hall. The Police Headquar-
ters has additions that have been 
made over time. The Secretary of 
Interior Standards for Rehabilitation 
notes that additions should be locat-
ed at the rear or on an inconspicuous 
side of a historic building. 

Views on Architectural 
Rehab | 
All the buildings are excellent exam-
ples of the Art Deco style in Oklaho-
ma City. The Standards also state that 
new additions should be designed in a 
manner that makes clear what is his-
toric and what is new. In more recent
years, newer additions to the building 
have occurred. The scale of these ad-
ditions does not overwhelm the build-
ing. As such, these additions meet the 
Secretary of the Interior Standards
for Rehabilitation and the building is 
eligible for the NRHP.

Our Building |
501 Couch Drive gets remodeled, ac-
cording to the County Assesors Office. 

THE

Oklahoma SHPO Intensive Survery III
City of Oklahoma City website. http://www.okc.gov/planning/history/index.html#-
TEXT Oklahoma City History. http://www.okchistory.com/index.php?option=com_
content&view=article&id=90:civiccenter&catid=38:places&Itemid=77 
Page 23
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2003

Current Address
501 Couch Drive 
Oklahoma City, OK

Type
Commercial

Owner
Niemeyer John C
Alexander Linda 
G DBA N N A

Full Legal Descrip-
tion
Bennett and Gerson 
Addtition 007 000 
Lots 3 thru 6

Building Name /
Occupant 
WindStream 

1/4 Section #:
2731
Construction Date
1948
Improved Land 

Historic 
Designations:
Not applicable for 
National Registry ; 
However, it is apart of 
a larger historical dis-
trict. 

Architectural 
Features of District:
Art Deco, and 
Moderne style 
influence.

 The Oklahoma County Accessors Office
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2008

Current Address
501 Couch Drive 
Oklahoma City, OK

Type
Commercial

Owner
Niemeyer John C
Alexander Linda 
G DBA N N A

Full Legal Descrip-
tion
Bennett and Gerson 
Addtition 007 000 
Lots 3 thru 6

Building Name /
Occupant 
WindStream 

1/4 Section #:
2731
Construction Date
1948
Improved Land 

Historic 
Designations:
Not applicable for 
National Registry ; 
However, it is apart of 
a larger historical dis-
trict. 

Architectural 
Features of District:
Art Deco, and 
Moderne style 
influence.

 The Oklahoma County Accessors Office
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PLAT BLOCK 7 LOT 000 OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

Intensive Level 3 |

Survey Goals

• meet the eligibility criteria for listing 
in the NRHP,
• warrant further study to determine 
eligibility for listing in the NRHP, or
• warrant no further study to exclude 
them from consideration for nomina-
tion to the NRHP. 

The results of the survey will provide 
a basis for nominating eligible proper-
ties to the National Register
and/or the City’s local historic desig-
nation program. The survey will also 
provide information for
properties located within the bound-
aries of the City’s design review dis-

tricts.

Status of our site  | 

Item 187 and 186 do not fall under 

this protection. 
 
 

Oklahoma SHPO Intensive Survery III

THE

a contextual narrative 
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Current Address
501 Couch Drive 
Oklahoma City, OK

Type
Commercial

Owner
Niemeyer John C
Alexander Linda 
G DBA N N A

Full Legal Descrip-
tion
Bennett and Gerson 
Addtition 007 000 
Lots 3 thru 6

Building Name /
Occupant 
WindStream 

1/4 Section #:
2731
Construction Date
1948
Improved Land 

Historic 
Designations:
Not applicable for 
National Registry ; 
However, it is apart of 
a larger historical dis-
trict. 

Architectural 
Features of District:
Art Deco, and 
Moderne style 
influence.2011

 The Oklahoma County Accessors Office
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Current Address
501 Couch Drive 
Oklahoma City, OK

Type
Commercial

Owner
Niemeyer John C
Alexander Linda 
G DBA N N A

Full Legal Descrip-
tion
Bennett and Gerson 
Addtition 007 000 
Lots 3 thru 6

Building Name /
Occupant 
WindStream 

1/4 Section #:
2731
Construction Date
1948
Improved Land 

Historic 
Designations:
Not applicable for 
National Registry ; 
However, it is apart of 
a larger historical dis-
trict. 

Architectural 
Features of District:
Art Deco, and 
Moderne style 
influence.2015

 The Oklahoma County Accessors Office
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OFFICE 6 | BLACK | 1OFFICE 6 

the museum of the Bible | Oklahoma City, OK
Collections, Research, and Interpretive Center

the rest of the Story

1. running a chain of title for the building

2. creating a historical narrative 
for each decade

3. designing a plan, based on the 
information discovered, 
for re-use of the property.

3. 
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OFFICE 6 | BLACK | 1OFFICE 6 

the museum of the Bible | Oklahoma City, OK
Collections, Research, and Interpretive Center

the rest of the Story

how do you apply this
 history to a plan for future design?
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OFFICE 6 | BLACK | 1OFFICE 6 

the museum of the Bible | Oklahoma City, OK
Collections, Research, and Interpretive Center

the rest of the Story

1.  designing a 
commemorative, but 
adaptive-use
construction

2. basing design 
decisions on historical 
data.
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1. why 
adaptive -use

While the District is of historic importance, 
501 Couch Drive does not meet the criteria 
to be registered nationally per the Oklahoma 
Intensive Level Survey III.  A restoration,
reconstruction, or rehabilitation of 501 are 
unlikely to occur. 

The scope of the project proposal 
is way beyond that of 6,000 sf.
The program would not be able to fit within 
these constraints. 

The integrity and value 
of the surrounding area 
of buildings in the district 
would be preserved as the 
new construction would be 
made in it’s own identity. It 
would not copy, or decieve 
in its architectural style, but 
rather draw influence from 
the past.
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2. what design
 decisions have
 been impacted
by this 
research?

 ?

Concept

Building Massing + Site Design

Building Style + Materiality 
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oklahoma city | oklahoma

design | julianna stivers
 

The museum of the Bible 
“exists to invite all people 
to engage with the Bible.” 
The museum’s mission is 
anchored on the principle 
that objects are capable 
of telling stories -- the 
documentation of the 
provenance of these 
antiquities being at the very 
heart of the museum mission. 

This is the story we know. 
This is the story that we, 
as the general public, 
could discover on a 
museum visit in Washington 
D.C. However, I have 
discovered that there is 
something missing in the 
very provenance of the 
museum’s story itself. There 
is a part of the story that 
needs to be brought out into 
the light and read aloud. 

My design solution 
aims to tell the rest of 
the Story happening in 
O k l a h o m a  C i t y .

museum of the Bible
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skin support divisions 
to mirror the geome-
try of the Civic Center 
vertical Windows

Massing
Response
The addresment of 
the corner condition 
is commemorative of 
the existing building. 
It conncects to 
bicentenial park at an 
angle and this con-
nection is not through 
the entry. The rotation 
of the facade allows 
for the user to enter 
on either side of it. 
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Vertical glass 
elements

Massing 
Response

Juxtaposition of con-
crete repository and 
transaparent facade

Detatchment of entry  
facade from the core 
of the building. 

Similar Division of 
Mullion Pattern ap-
plied to the corten 
paneling 



43 | stivers

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

Future
Use

H
O

N
O

R
S

 
T

H
E

S
I

S
AR

C
H

 
42

16

site
Response
The consolidation 
of building footprint 
to maximize green 
space speaks to the 
initial principles out-
lined in the City Beau-
tiiful Plan mentioned 
in the 1920s 
narrative. 

Level 3

Level 4

1234567
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skin support divisions 
to mirror the geome-
try of the Civic Center 
vertical Windows

Material 
Response
the use of exposed 
steel structure and 
corten steel paneling 
speaks to the industri-
al / Railroad origins of 
the site as described 
previously. 
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skin support divisions 
to mirror the geome-
try of the Civic Center 
vertical Windows

Art Deco
Rsponse

like , but
not alike
Modernistic
Artdeco 1920-1940

-Smooth Wall Surface
(Masoonry--Lime-
stone)

-(vertical emphasis) 
-Geometric division of 
windows 
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skin support divisions 
to mirror the geome-
try of the Civic Center 
vertical Windows

Material 
Response
The decision to se-
lect black for the col-
or of the mullions is 
informed by this ex-
isting condition. It is 
meant to pay an hom-
age of sorts.
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skin support divisions 
to mirror the geome-
try of the Civic Center 
vertical Windows

Material 
Response
the relief in the con-
ceret panel is of the 
same character and 
style of the existing 
building. 
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THANK YOU,

JULIE STIVERS 


