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The o.uthor v1is:1cs i.JC_ ticularly tu thc....nk the d::..rccto-

of i~istory, 1·Those po. ionce · r1cl onco ro.;~cncnt h.:...--c n& ~c it 

sity frry1 military service. le WO' .ld li;..:o c..lso to c __ ~ re s 

Dale, 

of History, who "'U[;' esteC. t~1c subJe t .:.,.r_d Ii 2.dc a- 2.ilo. le 1..uch 
--.ri-_tun'ole n' -t-cri· ;-._1 ,_·~1 ·:-:_i1e .,...,1,·r ... ri1-i1-_ n111· - ii·;-...-, Co 7 ·"'c·c· 1· on 't-o L·r ~- ~ •• v ~ i ~. -·i i _ .~ l~'-' ..L.!..v -, J _ • 

Ec.1,·.rin C. :.IcP.cy::_olds, Aosisto. t nro.L C""sor of : .:..s\,0.1. y, 1·or _-:i ... 

fricr.c:.ly L tore st L.nc. c.{vice, :-:...nC: to ~-1-'. C. C. 

J .. ssi:::;tant ?rofcc;sor of ristory, ·-rl10s0 ccturcs 1 0 ·lahoE 

history first L:1troc.ucc;(~ .. o..usoroi!_c; story. 



Pt. r'/ SJ 1"'1' .L0 1·:,,1•1 ,l r,I Iuf .. s~J.1J 1 "~•1·.~1. . • .w.•-,1 ~- I, J..IS,, • .U-~ • 

:,Al L..'." YEAHS 

t e hi tory of t e Creek :.:ndians. F · w trib"'s l~c rosistc 

J...he P- essure of th-~ whi to fro 1tier ore sG .bbor:1ly thr-llr 1[ 

·-his prou·, inde c1dmt people* Only fter c. lonc str··-~ _e 

h::i tLey bee:1. force 1 to nbo.ndo. the· r belovec 1.o;:;1el ·1..._ l 

tr vel the 'trnil of te· rs en ·.)J 183G, hm·ro 0 -,, tl e re1:io .,.. _ 

"vo t 1e n.e-1,1 Inr iaL 1. or_ i tory h · c. bee.1 -,-irtuL.llJ Ccill)lete • 

settle in Ln 111fw,.1ilicr ~ rnirie country 1 r.yo.:. th" Ark 1s~. 

the solcr,n1 p:conr' so ·· h t, this 1,;· s to bo t .. ir 1~,1 · l 

At the ti 11e C; ~ tli. f undir,.~: of ~o.mosto --, .i.- ::u ko

r-:;,:,e o Creek -n i ·1...1s 

J.. 
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1Jo-th _ .. eric' , ·;:,Loy e _rly benefited fro. co .. 1t c ::,& IitL the 

uropoan settle 1011 s in F'loric 1 0., .t .~cw O:.. le __ G, c. along 

t e ht._d begun to adopt :,10.ny o~--the 1·rc..y0 o_ ci v· ~L:., tion a. -

1.rc_ c -J. ~m;crful · .nd pros1Jerouv people. 2 

It \JO.s not lonr; until the Enclish f _ cnticr ~ :~.tl nt'!.._: c 

speculators bcrc..n ,_ o loo!· p.--ocdily Lt \~' .c ! dian lu.n<L,, 1c.. 

the ffti_ ur .=;le t.o :1 ain.,_ "in tri b0.l ind.opondonce lJcca .. 8 a serious 

President '::.'' o:~ms ,Je:'fer-son sent a:i;ents BL1onr; t, c J::nc.1-io 1s to 

nc _,otiate "or thei re;-.1ovo.l beyond t!.e from:;ier. '.!.
1:-:e rco~_s 

politely but fir:ly declined tlc covo~ru. 1rt's pro~os~i.4 

Foelin· s of ho tility bctuecn the IndL.:.ns anc' t~ o 

·rhito frontic:r:::n01.1. bee ::ie "'O i 1ton:::;e t.1c~t, f'o1·ni c..blo ·".-::...ct,ion 

3-J6. 
3rorm. an, 

. i },t 
) 

.1. 

_ tor ' ci r.; def co.tcd ci.t i.10 sc:Jhoo ] nc on 

de 1, }Ii0t0r l,.,~ 

c ::_ 1c-l n _'rib ..i 

o.~1 ... , o r • 
u. 1.. .• 

· · rial 
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1.-.r.:..1s i:qell , · o cede to the - ni ted St· t vs ., co~1side .blo 

pert ion o·: · t c:• land. ''l ··_ s only st.r nr_; hene,.J the deta mini.;.

-io ... 2. to hol f 1.st to , 1!1c. rem.::-.ine • 

S .... rougly bou 1cl to ·'-heir lio . .ie cou_ t :,f by t,~cG of r&-

men··- ~~ot far iffor(nt fro::::, th' 1 t. of t.t·eir frontier .ei~h ors. 

Among their lea rs ,J Jr-· men rho had cs.,_ ;:..blishcd Fell-otockec. 

f rms w'1. i pl __ ta.tic_;ns L..nct who li -el in a s Jle comp _ a.ble to 

tl t of the Southern planter classo The maj rit: of tho full-

e~ er t ~ to be left one. Vith the inHtin.:t,i ~e con.servo..-

tism of -11 pri:::1iti 'le .r: eople thoy cl lil[ stub or __ ly to vhei.r 

,.... , d "'" 1 ,.., oms 6 
"•- l.,<.:.0 ' L • 

11:tmc cl,_ er time attempts wore r:1 J.e ~- fersuacl , · i_..__ 

ten o force, the Greeks t,, cede ·::/1oir re:·-1ai 1 · n§; l.c11 'C" 

mo·-e Nest. 11 e pressu· o of tLe froLti er 'lfT. s rele_ tloss.. L .. -

tr de. D opel ly io1 · ·· Gd t1F'ir ou _da.rics, wl ..> tlav:s :-ill~ ··)ed 

prov l:ed to armed resi s(.a .. c so t,n, t · lw:r coul be r1.; s: '-' _ 

comp:_etcly. 7 

:>:bid., 113. Deno, llon o Di..:i.::..:.).\ ~ e 
C 1 .rles J. f.apr,lor· coY11:").), :~nd.i.• .• !_fi'· ir~,: 
(1. s in~ton, 1:)0,), ·-, 1 7-11. 

~ 'ri· ·h'· • , L, J of 
to 

' 
7 1" or·cm ·u1, 101-10. 



puti nee tte Cre Ls b0r 

lon::.; ,:,_:J they cor•.1.d .. ,.,,. l .! zi"' · tl,.. · cl __ .1. __ , .. ..., !. · 

·'-i' nr1 -1-
, ..., ' L, th·Jt 

e a vis· ble o yi ~1d to the prGssure u.n.d u· k"' the JJ ost of' a 

bed . tu ... tiOI ~ '.rliey po, nt .tl out t .at in the :, est tLe tribe 

vrould be f:rGG to con-·iP...uc its in lepend~:nt oxJ.sten e unl L e ed .. 

But the co .servati ;o :f. 1.llblood3 were st on.r:ly oppos d c.o t· .is 

proposal, declaring that. tbey 110111 ~ rather rr lie in the corne "s 

of their fields" 

a21tipath, of tJ·:e ful1Lloods for their moro p1 o.spcrot·Ls mix.ed

bloo,. fellow tr:Urnsmen thu;:; ripe-.ed i11t,o bit·::,er fncti.on-lism. 

torn irith internal strife. 

ny dee ei t n::id trickery j govern:~ffxt agents necotiatcd 

t 1e 'i'reatv of In.dL.1.n Svrinrs o _ Februa.r:, 12, lS.c5, ~JI'O ri L. 

fo;. t'1e e.xchans.;e of Creek lanr 1 s in Geor;:ia an Al,:-iLa.ill" f r a 

lP~VC -e ·c~erv1 tr~rt -- ............ c.:., \ I I l _,., ,J I 

:Lu-·-ra.trib, l c0i flict o a violent crisi~ and ... es lltcc. in ·· 1.:. , 

execution of the nL-ed- loo ctief \>Ji _io.n :,1cI2h,oc-•h. for ~ <:'ls -

son. 1 

y uh.ich the tribe co 1 , a 12.r:.:;e '"'hare of its 

Jf Okl~honu, 111~ 

\.t } L 

r. 



o_ a e_ t _1si tr· c- no th of th '"n· li' .1 R.i.vcr l!l i;h·, i'"" 

:1ow Okl ho., 

L1 li!l_1 fmrlilics 1.·1er.e to Le f1 ec to 1;ii_, ~te · 

at ~over u~ nt e: pe1 so. 

A _ um J- of Cr :-.:ek ).r ~~rer.;si ve.s led by :.loluy :1c· ntoa , 

alf-b 0th ,l" of the execute l chief, mov . t.c t:~G nmr la rn i: 

1-1 • .... • 12 I' CU...:..CJ. :Ti::lvl.CJ_! • - ." ,. ..; + 1. .., , vr - Je ..!. J oE..! , llu1.:1 

nb.,: s ....... -,.,e }. .11. u ...L.i.ll. ' er pot, · it, · to 

mcnt expense of all In i "'..~ 1s 1i·,rho c id nvt t2.k 0 :tp in~· vidu'"i 

~-.llot:16nt.s i:. the Ee.st. f.lso, t Jer1ty S--'Cticns :: .Ca tcr _ 

'.i:r~o Creeks ·•:IE.Te rJ:rcmise,q tuat nu st tc or t.o r .:.t ry vrc .lei er 

11~,, • • r J ')r-,•'· 
.!.ul.( .,, - i,-e;.v>• 

l '. 
' -- .i l 'l1r.l, 

( !"~;_ 
C e. , 1 )2 

, 311-JJ." • 
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could have be -.n 10 

a___;ro 11-nt 

C:c ·cl~_., imnl . nvt hc..1.ve beco;1C th 

• ~ , , T " 14 ')Cl'f.., I(, '·'•l~c(' rG l "l'1 S _ -v· .,...._ \..• v ~ ---i .A-0....- • 

of th-, \Jorst resiete<l wer6 rc~n 1ed ur ... 

oldicro =~ .. d b ouJ·l·.•.t +-0 tl e Fest. 

,f 1337 the J.cs·~ relu ;t,2.1-t 

L, .'lG 

ountr · ir1t 1 " s,.1 tr1..bl 

cac j .. ,t:n1e1 t cont.int .. d to Le c upli .at, e l b -

rhicl 11.::tcl 

---____,_, ___________________ _ 
l 1-i·;1 i ;ht, _;[nc i 

~emovt1-l, 112-12 

15 ~ . 1 l';?_-100 o ,--91:Stt. , .,, ~ '/ 

16 . ' l-)0 G ., .i ..!.- ( l'' ,1L (l ' l't> . ~ ' • • " •• .. , c. .d.' 
1, 1)34), lu3. 

;- . .no ir.··, en.s 

' 



vntry. 1 
_0 ,r up le l by 1 le.: !IcL t sh h· _ 10· 0 

early in o t 1G Indit-.:1 1 0:r·ri tor ~, brin~L ; ::ri:'· h t! CL t 10i · sll;. re3 

sto _,c f c..1.rm eq .i p_ ,en , ~ l1c,uQe 1 ~00· 1 n. :.L - <> U- Settli nlo4 g 

tLe Arkans- s ar d rcrdi~;ris river'"', the· bc~~=-1 · o ostabl:l.o~. 

omi orta le f ar,ns ru cl rc..1.11Gncs.. ":10 ,-1 -re j · 4ie 
1 y o · hers or.· 

t 1e · ror:-re..;si vo element ~.s the re-:1O ·u c0i1ti·11H:..d, ar-d <..... er t.:1-

cil of t...ie f.r•!'.:ru: s· s or low r di isio.n o. the tribe w s est;=, -

1-· s~ ed 1-"ith He ntosh . s he . J cl ... ..:..ef. m~1c co- serva~i ve fLll-

bloo s tended t settle in the more r ern.o G d:u:rLr.:..cts i th 

1er tl eJ 

orga..D.:.zed tho Canr.idian or v.pp ~ "1 i· is· on under th- c~-· eftwn

s_J.ip of Opo hloyaholu., who had l d ~-n tL.e last bit er tru.G...:.Lc 

&~ai t remov21. 17 

'i1he tt·m se 'Ller. nts remained virt .c_ y inde_ c:.1de.1t o· 

e ch othGr' until l '
0

40 i·hen c. G neral c mcil Hc:.S _101 1 c .. ,: • e 1
~::.., 

at v.rhich both chio-,...s r resi e 

lan for a loose tr·ba· union wa -; rk 0 '· .• 1 

co1..111cil continued to 1 icet • ·ruly d'm,m. to t.L 

Civil \,ar. In 1 5c 

ri ofly ~scri e the c o~Oi,k r 

17-b' 1 1·19 1 ~ 1~6 1'7 _ 1.a. , r - J, o - • 
101, 110-1 1, 1~3- 2 •• 

1 

' r c h, 
Tn a lio 

~j 0 
oci'l: d ' , .:..t 

al 

L ,r:, of t e 

L. 
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o ... · ri:.tt-ion. 'J.ho councils o· botl li · ;r· cts si · c · n to..;et: er 

co O G the · tion.:1.l Counci . ~ ' here Has a p:r-i1tc·· al chi ~ n 

o.nc. se on c:t1iof for urtc.-i dlst_ ict and one 11. a.t~. n l spc ..... ke1 .... " 

a po:i.. ted by both priucip l c .. ie_ "'. 0 c remo . .dal occasio 1s 

t e chi e.. of t1 o . rkansas d:i stric·'-

prece ence . 1 1 ~ 19 S .Lc,tJ.01 a . eo.aer • 

gen r lly accorded 

he t ,;o dec· 1.;_e .... fol1ow·ne 1840 1:10r ~ noith r ·'....iet - or 

ec .cful in rcok history As in most frontieI re~ie,· ~s tL .. e e 

was little orr-anizod la1·1 enforcenent, mm life ms often crud 

nd rough. actior..al hostility contir.;.ue to smoulder ominousl r, 
,.. d t.l ere v-ras constant a.-virrer of er-s nal 2..ttL.ck or _ epri 1. ~0 

A m., tempt to rcuni te the Gr ek and Sem · nole tri ues ·1.nder tL 

provisions of the l"'reaty of -ort Gibson, Yart..:.1 28, l'"'J3, be

came the case of Q ch fr·c~ion~ Fin lly, on Aucust 7, 1 ~56, 
the Creeks ceded tot c Seminoles a sepurate tr-c of 1~: 

betvreen tho ,iorth c d Sou·-11 Ca _adi-.n rivers 1:rnst of t _eir o ·m 

cettlenents. 21 

Another so rco of const -.nt trm.:. 1- ·:1:·oll ·hot:t t_ i 

period was the .. 

ctr .;;ers who hn , oved in to occuJy h 'ir tra itio~ 

ZOib1·..9: .. , 12? 1~' 13'1 ~ ,~, _) - . 
129-13 • 

:o 1[U1, 
l o r:r t,ti. H' r, 

:J3.,), );>, 65 



grou..:Lcls. Un·1 
- tL 3 c·· r 

r rs. 

le i 1 the calling of L.t rt "ibo.l emu cils 'co cUscLss co .. :101 

:,roblems and 1·1ere finally able to ef'.f .c· , sort l bc:.la:..1ce 

of · ower arno· g the \•iild tribes ·h .t did rnu.c 1 to che k the 

dnn er of frm t ·· er rci.:.. 's. 22 
u 

I:1 t _e face of 'na;.y difficulti ✓~~, the Creel.. -,eoule 

set a out the ta,J.-::s of settlenent vrit,h industry · ;1d pu · osc. 

u_ 'er the tribal ystem of cmnmn:nal 1 nd ter:.':re, et.c·. ci·ciz 0 

h d t_ e ri 6ht t,o occupy as much 1 11d 2"' he could efficie:::itly 

utilize. 23 Gra u::iJ.J.y t.he old common-field s· c · e:11 . f a8ricul

ture was abandone 1, and 0E,ch tribesman b g n to cul' .i v ..... te ~is 

ovm pa ch of cor1, garden vet;etables, a: d co·,to h I· V'; s not 

long u .1.til sma11 fo.rm plots and rudA lor:; co.Lins ,otted the 

·e.3i on... l\.llovrlng their livestock free range o" t.1e o~ en 

coui1t,r~ si · e, tho Creeks co1-ti1 ed to .epencl on h:..n,t · n.:; for 

rrmch of their me ·, "· 1 ~ regul2.r ex! edi ·ions 1-rnre ~1~." to .... ~ 

buffalo ranGeG i.1 the v,est o Unlike thei1 

tribcsr.en who h'ld adoJ c. the H'1it nan' st· 1n(! rd f livL· ,, 

t i.e fullbloods lune tm, ciously to tl.e · r l''i1 !:l,l t1 :... 'iti 1 s 

22
IbicL., L.3:.i-439, 4G9-491. 

1¼3, Prpers of tl 0 Fi c~ ~lize 
Society Indic.n hiv'.:) • L·T 
Ar rd voa. Grr n _...,.._ , 
l{/-53. Fo:ro:nu.1 

")'") ,.,_;D b e 1.oad • 



the .: k'illSc.,S I:i v er rwnr p "eo1:: ·1t c c-.y Clc•r -:s -: 1.lo, Ol:lc1.r-o, c,. 

r .... tL son of Joh:n Snodgrass P rter, e. S.1ennn0sC•P- rr ·lit· .... -

Uill ul.i.o Lad cct.tled Ll.t--r.on ~ t.1e Creeks afte::c the "r- ;(i st.:..ckH 

:,Icintosh settl.enu·.;:.1t ln the Ark.ans~s c.tistric:.. .'ttle e2.ce 

from t.~_G Creek country le sv-er·-1 chil~ ren to 

') t'. 
':'e}c s t·rlt,h Sf ... 1 Eo-1.st:,0~1. e.,-.; 

-----·-----·--·---·-·---·---·---------------

25 'iotl -;n ·· · 111· ··- i O 1 1 o'·" • ' -<-- <- - l, . -- "~-

Po ·- r, -hour: s· .c :.rn Le o 
nost rcaso <-blo to unc tl- 1a 
do~artu1e fro tl o 

-, ".) I· •• "'1 1,...00 cnr J t!i. 1 or(, er , • \. y J , / , 
Pr G,;., ,Jook, Gener:-..u. Le"· Gr b -

ereaftor cited re r 1 rol cttc 
.. le· .Lla. t Portcr, n ----,,,.----~ of ... v_k __ ...,... __ . 
)21-3~2. J !JC hi ), f 

' rri ~01 J, t1 Ch al 01 
'· llL.t1 ~ n:ir '/, · v, 

( 
1~l· llip C 11 ,~1. ~l~. 
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; _l c·.roa fo1. By · .1c clo,:>0 o·'• tho ro ... ov ::_ 

of '1 G Cr ck chic" . . 
011J L~. :._ 

n_ 0 

o:i-·ist;oc:r.acy o :l:r 1 ·,- 11 

their _ci 6_ bo. s LL..71.d occ "'.."..o:1ul ussi:ng tra -_lors ~ 

corn, co' ton, arnl cattle to be s .ip q dm·m 0 

- ·_·1 .-.·_·, on 01. .... 1 ·l1e1· r v:~• ..... ,l·,,.:.,r, ·t,·11_·10,-::, • -na1 ., ~,Vl • T'1 _., • T• - , n"- · · y ~ \.J i.;.;. - V r~ ,_. ·'..i..o..o.~ w ... _ . ic-'' L ~J...,t,- , 

T.lD.rlB..::_;ing the Lou, ol ol 11 A --1ru1 of onsic.erc..b_o 1. c _ 

nnce, D 

r.1 c Por·· c::.""c" 'chi- tl son Wi:,; :J born 01 

... rod to:."' enc o·"' 

r 
.·Jido Hi 

• T 
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1 n_c t.:'.-·ne by hinsclf f-' p · yi 1e; • lo. e; t.d.?- bci ks f' 

O:~ 01 e oc &sion, ] and t,u uf 1is -o ... sin 

berrico. Q __ e of ~he boy~ d 

,., .. n1[; Por:. er .1ir: self sur~ 

s. 2) 

f' ,_ ... 
- vv.1 

-· n "·-1:. Cr Gk Fatio1L .b t1.t l''-43 by tLe ~resby;.;eri ·:-.-1 1:Vliss · o _ 

3oard. JO _ 1 1058 t;wo yo n[; L..:.i c,s · 01: - r:y COEl.>les, ·ch - J.e -~re 

n..., a.say, v.re···e st ';,t,ioned here t e .chirH? the ' ft...1.dar~ _1 als u to 

11 some f rty I1dian c ildren of all nc;es.~ Yoar'"" =.:-te, in 

_10:r- rer:i · ni scene es ab u~- the Ga.rly c o..y .J • t Go;,-; 

Lilley Lado this cornne- t 2,,.,0 r'· i1er 1 ss~1a-te s n:21e sc:1 t o_ ~ r 

•v -• .J-

J..Sv ry 

:1:r serve, 17Ch-Lef .Plc .... sill.---it. P rte:r, n 23'2. Tf:i.llic!.ITl 
or tor, J · 1~1-r ry '7, l ')JL, L dia!l-F2.o. ecr I-'• .. C:.rrs 3 _ ':r·, c air 

217. .... oc , "..,re-test Tivl~1 Iid"c.:.n, 7 11-1~ .. 

JOT · d · · - ' t .. D - 1/ l 3"' _ i • 1. ~uc:-;"Gc..;, 1 ooc-, ~ : .... ~oorc ,.. ,)._,_ . 1-. -,, _, 
l rcld VOS, 21.,6" 7 • 

31 r. , , .. 
\. J.. .)i ... G ~ 

- ;) 

c50, 

l 
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live., ,,3 . ., . 
Poor .Cc 1 · h may i,r ell h · b -en 0:18 of t.Le e::s0· s ··Ihy 

.1.) "t , t G J; arents enrolled hir:i ·· n nearby ·_·u.llu.l•as...,ee H..'..C"!si0!1 
.... 

tLG next y c~r .. .)J 'l'his .1icsio.· had been O"t)e: ec i !L 1850 as a 

secon Prcsbyt; e:rian. boarc in:::; sc _ool acconoc.:- ·"' · .. 13 sor.w ci...,. ."t 

cL."'1.d r Jilli[:,.,n S. R ber '"'On who had reco_ tl/ 1.1 rrio'~ Ann [,:_ · z 

Uorce ·ter, d l!;hter of th 

<'i:i•,1el Aus'·in 1,,·.·rce~·t,'· r J =---'--· • \.J - • - ·- , ' ·w ... s the principc. l teuc:ie1. 

ot .e:r young :rris0i.Ol.'lc ry t a.Cl crs comp sed tr:.e G. ·uf. J ,. 

e t net the educ· t · ona.l . eeds of · he CrDE=ks; .=u1d 1A i-~ogr,..,i.l 

at T llo.hassee 'tr1s caref~J ly plaHned to in.clu ~ 1n""': c · i Cl.l 

c1 f'li:ryi:nc for th~ oys o..:. 1 .._.,1.,:cli. homem.J:::in, ct.~ -j_ ic .. &s "'G"t-dn ., 

1,..nitting, cooldncJ a:.(: ]'""Unu-r:i.n:=; for .1.k r_Jrls. 

32 
r1. to1J:.. ,:rapi1y of , 1· ry i-..nL Li lcy, 1' 3 

chives 39 4l!r. 

hours 

Ar-

33::.; 11, _::;..sto ·-1 __f th ___ of Okla~ 01.1·1, I , 310- __,17. 
1~- la : Io >.ob.Lnson) " .,ifo 3.11d E cos of ·1 Cre :l~ .1. · 0-
. .:.:.n, ::cs. , L"'iJis . or:;'.'o , u Gr"nt orE't1·::: Coll· cti ::;. -
cL 1 .. J dr ior..cor L · nto In ::.c..n 1 s) , · e-
'tf·· I"' cit a3 for~·,1' l CollectJ.Ol1o .. ce , r 
·· " n 1 12 _n J. l , - - • 

3l~.,. 
:.i • •· 8 C I') 

1 73} J 3 ;(). ·1Jdic i,. 

fil c t, lr;.. 
t ·0,1., ( 

Co ( 
,.., ) ' J - • 



., . 

...!..l. -vc t. t-h s ; oc.l and coul 1 b 

1.f·'- e_ enr 11 . ..'!ea:L the ch· l 

r...:.-= d tL.c-' r ow11 

· el i ~--i 0·1"' ..; nc-tr· •c+1.· o"' ~--•ac.• l. ---t:_-,·- ltJ J-,.. V ~-- V J.4 h U 

·,,1ork2d conscie:_tio1;. ,..,ly t win tho cLildr ·n v tLe ·Lr· stia.i 

f'ai-c,h and t.o inspj_re in ·'·.hem 

_ ''1 i"!.g t.r•eir brct.hreno As wonl l oe expected .: . .:1 suc'1 £:. coeav.-

l seJ.; 

c1.i.a~~crono social catheri. ss 

2.nd ot:.t ioor a. ti vitics "!'Jere 

, ,:_•j ly ,, Ol~ .... 1· ;10 3 
et...-i:~ J., ... v ,.__ • 

J 5 -·, ·· l l · r: 1 1 r. ,, 3 n 2 · ~ r::. - 3,,.. • -UlC.9, 1 • ..1.).J- '..-:>, 1-, ;;., _.,-, 
Eo',ert ; • .Lo:..d1rid,•:o n __ ':i.~tory of' :11isr./ on 
Il .'.a 1s r. n.s.:..111r,l:-:titJt ~ ci tee by -'r·t w ;.i~::, · oz 
lL.lO~ £:.'. t _ CrcC'k I11di,-.1 s, 1· 5C.. • , 62-63. L 
Ullli£~1 J • . her- ~a 1 • u 11 Llice • :o.:· r .l\. crt '-"' !'.l, •1 

·-nd::. · 11 'l ,::crl.to:i:·~i", I, 79. 
?.6 
J IbiJ. t 1 ~ 

. · ~- (. hi1'"·C c 
11.:. 1cs•1 ( t 
.,ion) ,. .o r 

•t r::.(,l l')I· -,., ) .. ' . 
r ( • • (_, I : : • 

.) , 1 Jh J J 5 , 
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lev..rncd rc..pi1..tl~-. At.tondance oft ~ cl.op '."~de' ittli:; uore 

iI. ·. +-,J ') c·~ cer· 1·1• f. ,_·_ C r.i_,t,· e <" c't, ~, 1()1·"",, • .., • ' 1 re•-cr' ·'G· }1e ·,1r =•1 l r: Cl". 00. - - C'- U _ ,J !_J • ~ • C i . \J ' _. ~ !. .'. <....- ) , ..:.. 

_ es.,ec ·,s to that r,1 • c: possible in presei.'1 - 1.&~-eler1cntar r -:-_:1d 

-· nd '.led unnsuti for sucL 2.I1 isole t>ed fronti.:.,:r c,~>.001. ::-'or 

:/oung "PlGz" Por'Ger anc.l r10fft. of l ..:i3 clussm:1.-·,e3 t ... 12 trc in: E,:; 

·:-._,1ei·n he 1:1.e -nor "'0,,.,S r,·'"' ·i r - A 1 lec·· 11 "l,"' a .... 11· e ·re , (Y'l'" i. 1 ~' e-... 1 i" ""'e - .., • l.., ;:. ,, • • .J L -· - L J .;....... t.,, <,.U. - • - . \, ··• ·- ••• ,_, - L ..!. . • - - .!. • 

. nd 

IIodr-·e, .:iho "S ·,:. Pcrryr,w.n~ Jar;rns I .. G_·egory 9 U:lli::..1.1 ~-I,...~_t.;)s: .. , 
3r• 

··nd Lei::.;1:.s c .. Porr:tr:1L.n. u D· vic.l .od. . ...,0 1:2..s . .i.c1 

out the 

· .di on 

.nd t' cont.in ·.o . t.o be cloc•o q ..,oci -~ · 

3 

31. enaln er •f tteir liven.·., 

lGl .. 

? .~02.cl !:£ : . _12? • 
... C.1.,l"' flJ . ....,, > 1 

n y 1 
le 

~06. 

· a 1 o J :r on 001 e, 1 • • , 10H' ' i. ,Ol 

1 tL 
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Af ,er l • 1.::ul".e:i:-0 T .. ll£.u1 <-·3 e Pleas· t Port r beu'--'·- to 
l is p 

.1 · .c c. 1 el > _., 
:Lnto 1'.--ohus·· yo ;-r · T , :i.·' .., '- L, ( .. -u J..·.. - . c.nlsGo r • 

· ::.c i:_·; _ . .,_ ·.s intLc:c 1 s ~1.orscs, .nd tes-·- h:g i:.i.s s!:.~ 11 c. .!. l ar~ 01r· 

in ec Incian ,ancs -!1th h:.Ls schoolmat s.~:.., In school r. 

"..)ec • ·ne restles::-:; t-=i.n 1 unc Lt.rollable, 

~orr: d eve~ the decline of sc1ool disci~ 'ne. 

of 

tid~cn v~. its to the [irls' yarl. On 

0viis liller m< ... y so n cone ot.t on · ho r:L-"'llt 

I· 

Society L · brary, J: lice I oberts011 
. clJ':)r",son Lett rs. 

tt - . 
Li, TI d .ee , " 1' .o..test Li V lnw L c_ i::...11, t, 

4.11. , 
1 :;5 , r.o 

R C ·•~c•or, I,ct,co ·::.;• 

. at <=:1 r o. •:i: L .,.. 01 ... Joh 
A ,, st.a P.o> 

, 1,3), . 

h l' 

l.J.-.L,~. 

It 1.·.'t1.S 

f I • 
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1 . .f. ...,tl ! c -•~r .2 n 11 o .L... • 1 r o r ,~-m. 

1 ·ns to . e2:1 much to . ir.1 in corr.ii 

d 
, . 1.3 ro . - e , :i.c2tJ.crl. 

DGs. i te vh pros)e!"ity af so.ne of vLd .110:re ind s-crio· .s 

0 procressi ves 1 l:ke Denj£:: i· E. Pc!'ter, li.:o i ·1 the 111 .:.81 

Territory 1"1as still 

soci oty p 1 ~.ced f et.J rosti"-:..ir!t c. advent'..lro .:i r:; yo an: r10n. 1 · t .... le 

is knovm of Pleasant Porte!"' during this p.~riod, but statenent 

y olJ. friends !:ln_ l ~ssociates i ..1.icate tl ..:,t he ~.:.: _ c.v~ beco 'l 

inYolved in some r th ,r wild escap~des. O:ne story 1i2.s ·t t_1c.._ 

he was I'or a time "hunted bv ~vengers of blooa for n crL 

corn.mi tted by ariot.1er mm1. 11 Hi. two elder brothe1"'s, John c...nd 

D2-niel, were killed in a shootj_n_; fr2. r llOt lonr_; before ·,he 

out brea . of the C:i. vil 1:o.r, ana. he himself vas Se-t • ijo h<..:-. re 

been involved in a nurnber o_: fro_1tier skirr1ishes.4 1+ 

h2
0'Bcir _e, Indi· I "'crr·tory, 161-164. · ·1 ·o ~ est r 

Robert son to John Wor est er, ~1 1 t'fobert, sot Let1:;ers. _. es rv , 
"Chief J lensm t ')orter, n 322. 

1
t"
3 bid.~ 33:,. ct. Lolio (:f s'"' uri) Post D:~1ctc1, 

September ~7, lu99. South Ac1l-ster (Choct,c.r Cc,1i"'·~l, 
July 13, 1099. Co.tc \·1 : 1 inm"' JLcl oo_., u: st t.:~, 1)') , .Li1 i ... ..;_1-
4 ionecr Po:ers, x1··r, 100 •. or·- r, ;:Toy 25, 1··;r;5, 49 Co1·., 
l sos~., ~en. Roo. l '"'70, ~06. uc u o. Lo )0rt-~ -·_ .-io re, 
D .:.cenbor ll1-, l~J33, In-·· c11 1 chives, 211. 77d. 

44 : bid. r,01 - Cc-.rolin.:, . o: ·· c:·D<L' 1. , 
Cull .ction, xv·~r ·, 319. ClL.rcnco \ •. 'urncr, n r 

''.e · IuC'.._,::o,·cos D11rin, .. i .. y ·c ..... r'"', ' 
( "cxc:1, 1932), ;J,. O'"'orvo, 11c11io_-,.,.,...---
i . " J <.Lir 1ort · , J · 1 · · J ' , 1 

I ::Xl. - , 217-, .1:). 
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ritory. After the so .esnio.1 of t~1.e Southern states i!!. ll61, 

tho .!.. ·ldio.11 nations werG left in a -erv dJ_ff~c _lt positi o • 

'
111e fec.e1·0.l ,.c.overrn:i ~nt _ r1.d v1ith lr 1,r-n its r,arrisor1s t Fort~ 

··o.sh:L t -, F<,rt Ar; 1.1.ck.le, and fort Co b for :..,crvicc elsewh re, 

leaving t e Ind· n!1s unprotected fro:, cit.he· Confecier te ~.n

fluence or t} e depredations of the av· ge :il ,:,·• ns tr· bes. _o 

· ho ee.s-'-:, an.d s01J.th lay tb.B Confederate st' tes of A:rlcansu.s a. d 

Texc.s, ax1::,rj 01.1.s to secure all possible support for their cat 

ederal of :1.cia.ls, unt-.rilling to _ ·· sk the possibility that ny 

moneJ c:-hould fall into Confederate hands, stor..,ped pay nent of 

triC'c.>.J. ar)_~uities. J,Ioreover, tho tribes wer0 bit" rly civide 

within themselves. T.1e conservative fullbloods. e~de to 

place iEl~)l:i.cit faith in the treaties with t_1e U ite Stat s 

ar:cl cl.id not \·Tish to see any further ch 0 e in f cderc. l : dian 

_policy, while the syrnpathies of the slaveholdin.g procressi -0 s 

l .. b , , C ,... d. h5 . "'·Y wJ_-, _ cne .,onr e er -c-y. 

Tie bitter fac .... ·onalism inhcr·ted fro .. I'em.o Dl d :~s 

',:as mc.ny t · mes conf 0U..'11.. el by the nei-1 issues. n no · rib- ,;.:is 

the situatio -:-wre criticc1J. than 10n; the C .,ek • '.'..'ho nec.:;o-

u. ;cnt Albert p· J;e ere.at~ i_ n divi:3ion 1.·1hie 1 'l ,stroycd '.:,h 1~ s 

vosti~cn of tri al nn:1.t.y. 46 Prot,e- inL t rn lc,;<--u · y of this 

h5 Gitt· nf·er on of the 1 
' ' ---,---- - - --- - ------' Dal - ·t:nd r c rd ell l'f pf lg----~- 1 1 0-. )2. 

,,,,6 ,orornu.n, fie-tor of Okll_2!1l.:_, 1 3. r11r ,0~ Vn(, l 

• 
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cal2. J 

o_pen:::_ 

,...ii-1 1, of c'10 reve.cud old e lief O othley:i olv, the Loyal Indi .... 

from all trlbss be 0 an to asse:u' lo for mut •E.l pro-~ec~i-:J ... nc2.r 

_ e ju-1ctio::1 of t.l:::, Deep c:1.nd north ;,orJ s ol' the ·a::.i.'.lc.iar. 

•,,: re1~ 4 
}..t...L • 

Eca.nt ·.me, t~1e Confeder · te pq_ ty, gro::-tly e !.Cour .... ce 
by Lhe earl/ Sot.th rn successes i:!1 the wa:c, hc. l been nb_ 0 to 

1..,oloucl Dou6lc.:.s H. Cooper, 11Etd ssn:Je·" c01 .:,t2.:1C: of a ro :.ru.:nt 

J. ~lOS 
.• ' . l .. q 
J..11Q1.illlS • ' . In Au.~tt t of lGtl Colo:.,E-1 D&.nicJ. :-:. 

=~c n-r,osh jcined COG - tLer a number C>f in).€ ,en ent; Creek co •1-

t:nteers. At about t. __ 0 sm1 e tir e, an ir:.de·Jen ent reel· b<:>t

tLlion wa or.:;aniz d by his brotl 01·, Lj_eutenD.r:t. Cc,l n l C .. 1ill. 

\ Creeks, July 2.0, 1861, in Rob .rt iJ. Scott (ed.), \1~ Vrrr of 
··•1 e ~ ebelli01 : A .,omJJilc-,tion :f L_o Official H.cc ,,J ,,, . 
en.Ion and Confederf:.te Armies Na::;hinr on, 1~83),,:;) ries -=-r; - 1 -~ ' ' ,, ' l 2 . ---:r,-t . . Of . . 1 ,._ ' .;• \. (; J(LC .l., 41.'.· -q. t' • i.Cl'G 't.:.. l' (, . 8 4 as . ~LC:U .. ·. ~\ 8-:!•- > .l." Cu. 
tl1c 1 obcllion. .'\nni .ioloi e AbGl, The i 1 'i m · ,1 i ~ ns ~., el oldo:.: cJ.J.(t :..,0c8i-3 .. io11i,·t (Cle el ~n', ~-915), _ 93-1 4. 

h7D 
jj(I' 

4r u 
ForeN, 

le -.. .d ~-·~ ... dell, I istu n v .L 1 ,. , ,, . 
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r.1 
Jolt.,. ··.:.ccrs. 

5 

er 

7) "DY - shallo1 yotne hotblo0d the o~tbroal_ of _os-
tili'~ie 

SeI'Vl.Ce. 

,-..,-::_ the 

r-r-
)v Annie Ieloise Abel, The _Am_e __ _..;. 

""'.,F.-.-i-, 1·.,..,_,. ~';r, ' 1 1.·v.:1 lY .... rc1,.,, . ..,.L, l'Q 1 ]Q• ,._ } 1 

First 

C V• .,, 
.... L,0 

~, ~:;_, _ _:, ~ \.A ..L.,;;.. ~ \ _ \,..; V ¥ C..· l. J - ..,· ...1.,.-,, .._,.. _v.,.:, ... • Cooper to J. P. Ben,)'"11in, January 20, lt362, Offic··a1 Lee r~s of tL§. ~ ,cellion, series I, vol1:.ne TII!, 3. ~·c ·o, ?.oa ..... t:J Disappecr~nce, 150. 
51

1b·d., 155. nr t Foreman cor.:1.r ♦), "'istor- of t,e Service and Licit of Indiv· v.ur-1s of the lt'ivc Civilj_zed T1 'bes in the Con edr-irate \rm· , n I, tr 1ndian lleuiu 1 t'"' of the Cor-fcd-cr ~-.... ,::, :: '· 't c. r:: r, ·1•· !I . ( ,-1"•·-•)r..• :--i~1· .... ,._ C'1 co1·,. C-.- "l-:- I"J' .~ .• ~ 1 ..} 0 U ., "'" t v..,V ..,,v<.A, ~u Jt J J.j J l v\,1..1. 1.Jl, J. ,,_~~ \..l \.., '"W..i....L./,.l. ... ...L.. L , L..Li... ....... compiled from the Conic er ~ records in th Qf_ice of t1e Adjut::.•.nt Gencr0.1, i::_,r Dep":-...,,t;:1 nt, \·ashinr-···-:on, D.C., 192i), Indian Arc ives.. .ic:cenft.or cited s For I'lQ.Yl, 11Confe Indi~n ~e~imGnt~. 1 J. J. Scott ~o Jwa~~ A~ 8-ddc1, U ~0 r.~ r l, J.L63, J.fficial Ro cords of tl.e Rcb~llion, s-ries ... , volui x .. -1::-, r;:,r-' ? , oc:-r l' C •. v ~ ) ~ , .,,. • 
r:.0 
,,;,., ., ol 

1'. ) l. 120. 

ll 

53 _ orc:-i~- , 
0-n.; G r10,.r• L r-J 

1Co c. or~'t .. l nd J:u ~1ts." · 1'tri 
·nk cs D,1.rl·1 s," .J. 



_ t th battle of 1 ou. -ount"'.i foueht north of the c.:.,. arron 
l" C its ··unctio i, it 1 t rkansas on 1 ove . .1ber- ' 1061, 

t .. c IndL .. n troops recei v ,ct thoir "baptism f fire. tt Eve 

be ore th b ttle bee , an 1b r of Cre ~ so1··oru had re-
fused to fi~ ·ht ar-·aiust i;1embers of their o • .. rib • r,hese 

eserte the Conf derate aruy, but Porter and most o th 
mi - lo ds emnL e steadfas • ' he er r-·a~eme1 t itsel w· s 

"ndecisive. lie Loyal India s dro e Jack the outn . bc1·e 

C nfederate force but cont·· nued tl eir withdraN 1 i to the 

C .. er kee.cou try. 55 

Colonel CooJer was un·ble to pres his adv nt 
0

e of 

bet·ver 'ere: ined .n equipped soldiers _t · 1 Decemb-"r c \-lhen e 

again e uar~ed the forces of Opothleya 1ola at Ch1..:sto-':.'al .s. _ 

r C .ving ank on ird Creek. Despite t.e who esale esertion 

of four compan:'...es of Drew's Cherotee e,s' 1t1 nt, t e Sout ... er 
Cree1--s th·" s ti~ e held fast nnd c .._uittecl t_1ensclves well in 

the fighting. A6 in, houever, -i..,he Lo &.l Indians ,rn e s cc 

f 1 nd \-lith I'·W to 56 e nor hi_ cood or er. 

254-255. CooLcr to BcrJ Ji, Janu·_ 2, 1662, oft e Re ellion, series I, olt e II , 5. - 55 
-bid., 5-. Abel, 

an Secessionist, 255. 

lec..s ..... nt Por r , 

- 56 
Plbert ike to D 1 , ld ', c y Ab0l, Amer·can In =-.;;.;;.;.,;:;.;.;;;;.,;; r ['l Se-c iat 1~~. Cooper t - - , 

s o l.,l 0 P.e .-----.----, 'lT'C"niof -J-.._) ....... .......,.---. 

931), h4o. , 
II, .; -.;. 



uho L1.1d l>een HO n<.l;, at C_1ucto-r:1a1aca11, Tr..., wi thdr· 1· fr or 

ctive service ·or a ti1e. 57 Althou~h he did _ot p t·c:p t 
fur her L the p stli t of Opot_1l ..,·· hola, e was back , it 1 _ io 

regL,1ent Fhen it moved into Ark : s· s nd took part L1 !-

fig! ti r-· at the battle of Pe" _ddge e rly · n ii· rch o 1E.i62. 5L 

Follmvinc; tr e ·wit.h r9.wal of the Ind· an re 6 ir. c_ ts '"'ro:..:.~ 
Ark ns s, the war in the Indian 'l1erri tory boc :ie lar 6 c y a 
~Qtter of skir. i~hcs a.ad guerrilla action. EstublishiLg hi 
headcuarters in t.he south, the Confeder2.te con1m~ der ·"or 

dian '11 erri tory, General Albert i e, statio:2e v c . regi_1eI.1.t 

in its own national area w· th instructions to c eek _..., id harr~c 
a.11.y Un· on attempts to invade fror:1 the norths 59 These Here 

terrible years for the Indian people .. 1he i11vasion 

drmral of the Loyal Indian Ex- edition i·1 t sprin~ er l' 6,~ 
left the 1,·.rhole territory cor.rr letely demo lize • mhe 1 or .. cr-r 
_ndians suffered severely throut;h the ii te- in r.1 • se_ able 

ca.rnpci alone; the Kansas border, while -'-he Southern ,~ympL..thizers 

fared little b .:tt r. People lire l i1 co 1 tant f r of :1il:.-
t ry foragin ~ parties nnd the b ds of ind pen ~c-1t .10. ers 

57 
Ibid. Tony C rolina, 0 ptez,1 er 15, 1937, Faren n Collecti , XVI I, 319. Aur;ust. rt so.i: T r 1/.,,, 1<;33, ndian Arch· 11es, 24677 .o ouic Septe er 17, 1G99. 'l'ul,...L. C e I ion) ____ 7, 1901. 

l .1 l. 
· nd · ..in 

L.j 
-:; Illic • , 3 , 95. D 1 c'.nd J 'U' 'el , 
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tLa nfost d ·the recion. Altllou ;•ll · ho eoplc cl morec for 
the nrot ctio:.:1 promised them in the trent:::..0s iri.cL t c Co fee.-

rc.te ~~o rcr:1. 10nt, t e South 1·1as f-~ ~htin; for su..rv:.. c 1 in its 
6 o · _ er .. i to•-.-r an could not co. ply. 

The spring of 1663 brought a o~her i1vasio of fed
eral troops from Kansas. The forces of Colonel \,'illiam i. 
Phillips moved through the C1e:cokee country and capt -red :s'ort 
Gibson. P., a the Loyal l!1.dians cautiously reente Gd the terri
·...,ory, the Confederates were forced south to camps alo,ng the 
Red I i ver where the r endured great hardships, especially 
durin"' the vrlnters of l' 63-61+ and. 1864-65. Fron their , ort 
Gibson headquarters the federcls raided and devastat.ed the 
Confederate territory, and the Southern forces re·e.li,.,.ted 

1 wit_1 similar raids on loyal nctvlem0nts and supply tr i1 3. 

7 __ rou.;hout this whole period., Pleas 1t Port,er rema.ine 
active in the Co1federate forces. lie served for some tiae a 
quartermaster sergeant for the First Cre k R ,·i 1ent an pc.:x
ticii.A1ted in m2.ny "I!loonlir-ht. req J..isi'· io:'1~1 p2:.rti':s into enemy 
te ritory. ter he was proao·.ect to t c ro..rL o first lieu-
tenant and transf' erred to co r pany A of th Second Creek l · ·i
, cnt. 62 I _ hi.. nemoi s Geor:;e ~:. Grn son :;i ves ( n ace · t., of 

OG .. 1.ttJ. "'Gr, 
79-f30, 15h-157. /~)el, I! ric·n 
Clvil \'.;ir, 7 J, 2l,.l. 

61"!., .d l' / -·, ··c; /lb 1 '\ . ..1.:) • , J .... .; • .n , ~: eric 
n tho Civil tr, 243-274. 

. ' C: 0 

62 
1'. G. Al ~x, 1, 1.,3'1, n i· er 
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a -y lcal Co fodor· ~e aid in 1~1ic~ l 

, i·1 nt .. -rts. 

and Portoi· plLJed )""" o-

• • • 1.rc marchc on north in quest of t 1e oricin<-ooj ect our exped:Ltion, an in two -=L~ f1 chere ftcr as nm; roc~11 we reo.che the encampment of ... he enemy 1:it 1 hi"' tx·aL of ir\'.:;ons lo.::dcd 1rtltl ~_;oods • • • • 
After sorn. m:i.nutos 1'ic.: i · ing w'.1 n it be3an to onou::h to c·oc ·wh· t it 1: as 1:e 1 .d butte up a;_,' inst • • • ·re obserred sone two or hree Louses in a stocka ed i closur. ~;a:.:· ·i00:1od but hovr stron;l 1:0 could not oc , ui .:; cc ·tai . '.. 1 _r'.se HL~be · o: new 1.rac ns. with t H~ t,ea:i. s of nules ti at drmv ,hen stnndi.1e; by 11ere all o.rr 1-r;ed in a c · rcle ab01 ... t ther. • There be 6 an sor:10 desulto:cy firtng ::iow by the ~er.11 <.;..n lr· 01..u.- 01,1 _ 1 e 1., ••• the i.'mrk ••• of m ei vo1:·in;, to be t the enemy and capture a bir; ":..nd value ble booty ·went brc..v ly on. Our ~ttact all ilonc th8 line wqs brisk Lnd wcl sus-tai ed, anc so n our c.crtillery was brought to bea_~ 1pon t 11 e ene,. y. • • • The early morning atr. ospherc 'trr.s qui'- e cool nd light, and soo- became so charged with the 1 avier st1oke of b~ttle as to ••• obscur our vision OI the enemy •••• 1Jc ad adva..11.ced. • 1d ::'.3.llen back once or tw.· ce • • • 1-~1cn a charse ,-ms o_ ere l. I joined the ne:x· ms in th· ch rce goin on 1"Tlthout sBricus interr· ?tion up to and ".Jithi t_ e stoc~ -ades. Pleasant Porter, 1,,1ho was i.n a dif..=·erent p rt or 1... field but j_n the charr;e, ho.s 1:....l•~vcys said to me af'-er~--rards speakine of that aff ir that being 1-,rit,n t 10s 1 ... r~ o r ac ed the stocl-:ade first he looked about him an . se ·i ~ _ o otLer CreeK soldier besi e himself was just expcrienc~ Gu nG of re.:,:re .... that the Creeks ··.ct not ha re a t;reater re·L ese!.1t · tion in t 1is cro1:ming act, of actual victory thm h · rnself, "h .n 1ookinr; over a ·ew steps from w1e o he stood e saw me, th only other Creek I1~ian, ~n expcri need a deGr e of ~elie •••• Unable to reoist our ch<:rgc, the enem· took to .leir heels and t _e brush that 1·ms ne rby • ~ • • In tl ir fl· 0' t t'1.e~- left cvcrytl1'nG of value, 1,.'1il our n-n en~• f;od in · ring d appropri~i such por ab· c ·rticlon of vtlue, ho~ e, r.1ules, .. un°, trunks of' r;oods, ,1 1·rhn ov .r else cc.11 i1 t · ir wc ": that they could carry • • e • The wal ;o_ s pp o ino.tel · o 1 hun'- rod and f lfty in numuer a.11 freighted t•r:.th v· lu"bl.e nrnrcnandioe of 11 lrinds' Hit_.1. mule t ri1s i th f-' nest C l ditio1 , ~1ow af·ccr so 11t c 1 fi:.,htin; '--nd confusio 1, ... littl 1 -trcctable, ,;,ere qui c .... ly t in t 1 c, re of d1 iv ,r,.. H 10 ,.. on 

II, 4. For cm , "Conf edcruto Ind.:.~.n 
nc·1ief 1 D.8 lt Po1t,cr, ff 323. 11 

.,r'.,_11.,C 1 Jcr 7, 1907. Gcor 1,. l.rays 
' ... 'ho Auto io .ra 01 c~ in 

cri, ·tel 1v•ret;,, D· 
O) , 135. 

:3, r 

r ' 



we_ 1 [.'in; for tt• ~a✓- lo ,;-1 south in · ixiGn c,...cortcd t. in t_ e · y the bo s in 1,ray. ',,c proceed d on ot.1 rctl'.rn o .... ly • • • ~o, e t 1ree or fo r mil· s from t e fi 1 o battle ·7. 1 
1:re 1,·mr ue · bJ c sraa.11 [Union] · ore'"' .( on • rt, C/ b ·o _ ~ so. o artill ry u1ic_1 fro1:1 , · elevati n l: c route 
... ,< s tr·c vellinL; took a 1-ur1Ler o 7 .. • p: dist.·' c , s ots 
.10 ring colUinns b t uithout effect. •J;; 

Port er i.ras in vol Ted in e. goo l s:1nr of 

n there are .nany stories of his Civil 1:ar ex1 erier..cos. 
l., 

On one occasion, ,,.,;hj_le p&rt · cir: atinr.; in a ~-,,;,.iding expedi on, 

__ e was said to l-1ccve disregarded orders fo:t' sile_ co by letting 

out a loud '½ar 11hoop. The noise disclosed hio pos::..tion, !:in 

... e becnme an e .sy tar[;et for an enemy "bushwh~cI-::ern who ope _ed 

fire, wou!1din(j' him slishtly. 65 In her remL if'cences Au~· st 

".obertson ~.1oore tells of n.nother i .. cident. n • • • he [Porter] 

1,,ras sco- ting · nc_ rode up 011 ton of Fern MoU!1tain [near I uskOGCe] 

and he looked up ant . fellow had a :.iu.n d.rc1\·m o· im and Porter 

hollered [sic] 'Good morning' in Creek, _1 t e fell 1;1 :as 

sur rised e dropped his [Un and that scved P rter's l"fe.rr 

'ihG closs of the Civil iar bro ght no imraedic. te ces

sation of host• 1j_t:.'...es ::I.n t_ e -·nd.iun 'Ierritory. For .:10re t1 · _1 

two mo:1th :.::.ft er Lee 7 s surronder at Ap )Omatto~ t 1e · ii; 1t::.. G 

id., 128 • ...;.__ 

4 A 1r,.,-ust, 1~obor'0co Boore, D 
trchlvos, 2h 77d. ~ony C rolin ., 

11 , 1933, '. 
1r: 193?, 

Pion er .?n,.Jern, 4 "Jl'_ , 31 • ,·. G. 
II; Lr ,Jtop •c Lo .,cui...,, F 

A C ' l;;J __,......,.....,..•, __ .; LI • 
r. C. 

;;,i. o.nl y ->1 tler, J J v· 13, 1937, i id., 'J 
' 

12 • . " 
66 

D al> I 3 r , 'i", ' re V 



2.t ln..,t l'"'i do-w:n. _ is o.rr.1s, condit.::.oni.) rrnt1t.Ait1e mch t c s' 

0.1ly h· tre c..n tlesoL.,ti n ucro left . 
.L -

t e 1;1· '·o of t o f i )rt · il[[,. One e rocl.ucti ve _,:,ic 's ifff!"'e 1 -t1 g 

_d t 1ei!' hoLes h2.d l>ee.:. destroyed. 'l'he brut · lities of w&.r 

h d only s rpcned t 1e ittcr css of the fo..ctim1v.l d · v.:sio:. 
•• 't, • 

",.JJ.."GXU t, lG C.c eek tk.tion. Bonds o.f outl ··rn nd d.serters con-
· inued to raid unchec -.d b. any J.aw-enforc:5.ng aut 1orit~ • 67 

3c Jroble.s of reconstructio wer complic ted 

the Dol.i. v of ,he federal eovermnent tow- rd t.Le c ef eated ~ ·~ 
tribes. 11 tle Five Civi-

lized Trj_bes had ox·i;;i·1cll.,7 nlJ.ied themselves tr.lth t e Con

federacy, it 1,,;,. es dee_· ded that the Indi ns should b fo:-cced t 

cede lu.:. ge portions of t 1eir le .. nds as the ·0rice f r an ne ce 

settlement. Accordincly, an ~ct of Conr;:r ess, :1assed on ~P.ly 5, 
1·62, authorized the President ~o sus en all trc~tio wit~ 

6s any tribe in rev lt agai::.1st the United st~ tG"" gover_ 111ent. 

r.i1 i .... , .!:. 01 · cy was n!)de t 1e be.sis of tho pence fo ~ _e 

1C65. At this council Colonel Daniel ii. !'lcintosh nd Cc. ,·c · ln 

J rrrcs ..:i. C. Smith -:._ccorrpa ied b tho· r yo· nr:; mi i .. · r <1.d , 

l •;r: • :> • r 
.I. , 't (, 



Liet. t<:E12.1 t Pls.::...,D.nt Portor 
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"~ction. H8~~ they reached 

27 

rcµrcscnt8d th 

j.J' C l, c~.och 
' :),~r•r• l r. n 

• J. '-' -- u. 7 
. , 
-t.eaa-

i:ni--

at1d. :rit.l:.dr· -':l fr~.,m th" co1J.n-

wrd ch they .J.'.0,reed to cstn"j1ish .... 

was recoc~ized as princi,al chief, and r-soluti0~s ~ere ~Gss r 

'O homes. 

-,-~ ·011t-,,_·Pi· ve Pl e" C'~Ylt ,J ,/V ~-- :.J J - ' - ~- ........ ,...1v:.J..t. 

?l' . . E vcnJ£;J; ... ·1 ◄• J.or·or, r., .y 
c outl,:;rcn.~ cf U. C2.vil 1. :~ or cl\1 1--

ct .iL, : ur ·o nr :Ln ~ LL) le" ~1 rr0 u1..lC11 \v .... 
1 J_ , fJ 1 t Po t l', 11 3 21. Uilli _; A 1 ' Le P 
In · r,- :.o 1cor 1

[. En's, . XX , ?l' • 
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tri J0.:3 to b - r esettlod t,_1er JY t 1 1 :;ovorrnn -Lt. 73 

In ret1. n .1 or th~--:, concessi ~1s) -the CrG CJ 1. ere 

as""l..U' <1. of the er rntu· 1 o·.-mcr~; ip 0f •. e:i..l.· re1- ..... in:!.:1.P

lc-1.~1-... '11-,ey v·.re tor cei.ve a or:11·~:1su.tion of ~'.;)15,160 1..mdor 

were to , rec ,i ved in cash and dist:· buted per ca ita. o.n10· g 

~h- :enbcr0 of the tribe. An extr ~100,000 was ob is-
tributed . ,ong the Loyal Creeks nd Neuroo::-; in 1J1·op0rtio _ to 

· _ej r Hc-rtime los0 s, ~27i::, 168 we s to be dcpo::;itc in t:ie 

united St.at es 'reasur:t at fi Ye .._ er cent an.m ... ':_...._l i::.t eres-c, t nd 

tl:e re i 1.:.ng ,:~40 , 000 t ec ..... 1e a · ebt from t. e f c..--1 e --cJ. govern-

f:i.ve ner cen~ intereBt unt·1 " · tl~ n - ,... 1ro,_ _.1.e .! o __ .> 

collected in tho sale o.f th0 ceded .lands. 7li-

T ~e post--war ye,. rs co11st.i t1.rt ed c period of ne~1 be.:;i·1-

::1i-:is; ~ for tbe Inlian T0rrito .. 7. TLe Creeks 1 nd 0 rtook t·.e 

":2.s rs )f recorrntr 1.ction i.·rit 1 en"'Y'E;Y 2... cl det2rnint·ti n. 

in a feir years t!1e schools ad c:r rcbt i.J.t, 

lis1ed, herds incre sed, ~nd t,te 1 n l bec£ 1 i, · ro .cti.vc n-.. 

9ttrcLctive t pro:=;pective white settlers. Aft r ~h, ·1:..r t., 

Anorico.r~ per :plc a 2.in t1:1..r '!ed to the con u st f t-'-~ cor tL 1 t. 

;,Ibid., 103-10 • 
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' . . . C " ,. 1, .,:, , .. ,, .t:' l,.,... '-' .L .1.. V.L 

-~o that 

C'--:c.::,rec . ..:, Eor ths openL1::; of tho L1di<-.n Te:. :citory f r et':-:.~-

Despite its confiscu.tory n·'ture, -r,h 'I're2:ty nf 1'""66 

r. -r it" p 

-ri.::10'1':,. fle"sP.:-1.t Porter ·;,rsts to _,ave <,. m, ~or :,_ole i..._ th c u-

Debo, 

'I 
01-:lo..hon. ..... , 
') '}' 0<;1 
, ,) (J ' ,~ ' 

of 



CHAP'~K II 

R . SE 'J.'O PRO.-I r EI'CE 

he sc rs of w r Jere slou to heal. ~O e of th 
basic issues dividing the Creek eople h·d een resolved b, 
t e conflict, nd the long smouldering fact:o 

he tribe h· d onl.,. bee1 intensifie • The problcr._ of rostor

inc tribal unity "\'ras to conti•.ue to laQJ.e the Cree'"' ior 
ye rs to come. Ag''lin and c~gain, internal is :i.f c .,ion WOLL 

flare into .ctual conflict, disru-JtinP' all -f orts t.o es-· b

lis 1 an orderly constitutio.1 1 ._;o er1 aent. 

Almost imrned · ately ar ter 1 · s ret rn fro 1 For Suit., 

Pleas-nt Porter be 6 ·n to tu.le an active p .i.t ·11 ribal af

fairs. Lis li eracy, in i. self, w s an ssct of i.;reu..t i po_-

t .nee, rL d his ervices as a clerk 1.,rnre i. const.· t .1. .. lci • 
Throu)hout these early turb1len y~ rs he a·te l i -

portant tribal councils -i-r ere he lec:-rned .-.1 . le 1 s:Jor 1s : n 

1 . . d" 1 l ·o itics an.· ip or cy. 

D 1rinr_, the post-u-- r ears the .ort 1 r , :n 

f actionc sou.) .t co.rnestly to r ~concil t,hoir l iff er · 

1cmnuol Chccotc, w rrant to · 
Jn i Pre: ive~ 32473. Ch cote to 
l J )l, l id. , 37 9. r· ;so 1, 111 e 

31 
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th w _olc . io 1 1. n, ... holdi c 0 0110 continuous co :.c · l 1t in t.::.Il 

·ttempt to evolve a wo:~·blo scho c of nio •2 

Pebruo.ry of 1 67 u. joint co :1 c.'...l of both r~.ctim1'"' \ s held 

at Bl c_ J cl Gr ve, n co · _ cil squo.re so t __ of t 10 Doery Forl~ 

Bi ver ~ ear prGscnt-day DiL:;hton, Okl hor1w.. Pl a.s<C....nt nor·tc 

1.1u.s elected clerL of this council i1 ,, as pres nt th- o chouc. 

.:.ts discussions. Afte 

Sa.nds, chief o.f t __ o r orthern Cree s, cc..: d s~, ucl C!1 cote, chic 

of tho Southern Cree_~s, re chec n '-0reeu1ff t t 1"'· there was 

to be nno _-·orth · d no South a., ong t,_ G -,Iuscogec people ut 

peace and friendship." A resolution was the_ pq sed prov.:.c.i r 

for the clectio of one rincipal chief t_d one n~tion l con

cil.3 In M rch the sc1:1c joint council recon--encd o.nd passe 

further resolutions anticip tinr; t 1e resu::- ption of 

annuit:es and providing for the reopeninc of the noichborhooci 

schools, the restor tion of all property t ·ts loc~1 oime=s, 

and the establi3hr1ent of ten bl · cksr: i tl shops c:t vtidc y sc t-

tered s· ots "thro"L~GhO"L~t t: nc.t,~on to o.o'"'ist i::. the i·ror_: of 

reconstruction. 4 

2Cor.'L issiOlJ.Cr 0 
319-320. Debo, ~ou to 

f·irs, 
_________ 1c_c_, 17. 

3r id., 179-180. Robertson, "L1ci on·s of t1c c·- ·1 
rar." Clwcote :tc:.. uscript, 36-37. 
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0 the surface it appe red tl1at tl e n or difficul-

. ics etwcen tl e 'v·Jo f ctions · d b en ir ne o 1t. Gc-

cordance ·wit the .::tcreome ts c.rri ved o.t n F .,br ary 

joint committee 'ls appoi1ted to draw up new co:1sti'Lut · o 

~1 co e of l rs for the nation. n October this COLuittee 

s Jmitto its work to a third full tr·_b 1 cou~ il at Black 

rrck Grove. Jere, after sever l days of di sc'l ss · o· , t' _e nev1 

or O nic law was adopted on October 12, 1867, and the 1-'!"usko6 e 

lJa ~io_ ·w s once again le :,all reunited. 5 

The Creek -'._;overmnent, as established by the Constit1 -

tion of lo67, uas b secl on an ad pt tion of old t.rib&l cus

toms to fit a feder 1 sc_1er. e copied fron the •r_ ited St"tes 

government. 'i'here ,-ras bicameral legislature, tl e ~:ational 

Cou-r1.cil, consi ting of a _ouse of Kin~s !.'.)nd a Eouse of 1;;u.r

riors. 'i'he organizntion of the 1'1a·uional Council vran simil r 

to that of any state ler;islature. """ach Cr ek tovm 1,-.r s enti

tled to at least one represent ti ve in the ,:ouse 01. 1. '"Tri ors, 

pus an addition 1 representati e for ev ry ro dred eo-

ple i its popQation. The House of Kines w~s th up r ch 1-

ber and was composed of one member from cu.ch to m. E· cl house 

elected its 0'1/ prenitliu officer-- he ._:, CQ.lrcr O ti T • 
... 0 lGO 

of Farriers an l th ·' Pre"'· ent of the ·Ious of ~in ·..,. r,1 e 

c!1icf executi v of the n-:1.:, · 01 u s th Pri1 cipal 

utios corre 1)on c ro:.:.,·hlJ to tl one of th 01 of ·n 



, ,1ericun st.nte. cw s ssisted by 1 electe Second Ch~ f, 

iilio s ccee'ed him in case of de~·h, resirna io, or re.oval, 

d by a nerson l ly '-ppointed pri V-t~te secrete..ry. 1'1Le me ~1be· s 

o" the Jationcl Council, the lrinci 1 nd SecoLd C ie s, the 

~ro~surer, Interpreter, nd other nutionc.l officers uer to 

be elected every four yofars by· m jority ote of the nale 

citizens over the 0.3:e of ei[;hteen. 6 

Under tr..e provisions of the new consti tutio!1, the 

first national election w-as held in Hovembor of 1 )7. T.e 

two candidates for principal chief \>\rere, of course, the 'e,wo 

former chiefs, Sands and Checoteo Des ite th<=ir apparent ac

quiescence in the restoration of tribal unity, most of the 

fullbloods had only a vat.:;ue understanding of the .rorki1 zs of 

the ne-w goi ermaent. .Jisregardinr, the loce.l elections, they 

naively awaited the calling of the tim h01 ored tribal coun

cil at which they would form lines behind their candid·tes in 

tne cus ,oma.r-y vray. Under the circmnstances, Checotc eas.:.ly 

received the ma~ority of the votes counted a. · was p1"ocla.im -.d 

Principal Chief. 'l'he Hational Council was 'lso safel-y in t~1e 

hands of the procressi vos. 7 r-iicco Hutke, S·-nds' chief li 

tenont, ·was elected Second C 1ief in attem~t to concil' 

the a('!tonished fu.llbloods, but to · o Qvail. D cl· r·n .... th 

they had been trickc i kto accepting the n,. i tG nr 1 fa lau, r 

the -
6Albcr::, P. i-Ic-~cllo) (co p.) ~ Con•titucio 1 

'ill '"'koc ,ec ~rl..t io 1 ; ~u (Of, ;; ' 1&93 J ' 13-1' • 

to Dis.J.pp · 1 J., 1.2-1 3. 
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m·ny fullbloods of both f..,..cti us 1 fused to acc~pt tle re

sults of t_ , election 2.nd retired to the back districts to 

o_ ·an· ze t_ eir mm e;over n:ient u.nde tho c_ i fto.inship of 2. 

ist;rtL tled Sands. 8 

m .e , t.te pt to form a constitutional 
0

over ent h&.d 

b~en prenature, and th - cleavage t at rec; 1 ted i,ras to beco 

the gre·test sincle obstacle to the rogrecs of the Creeks 

for years to co::rie. Despite the dis·-.".fection of tr1c f ·llbloods, 

hm·./'ever, the proc:,ressives moved t.o put the new governmental 

mac 4 nPr""r i·nto 0 1)8'" ·r.1'0-r1 In ."f"rn_u_r:;_=J.y 1~,f _l f-:Jr'· C'r17_·ei,... C"L-:ecoi-.A - • .1. • V J - ,J. c;.. V ·-. - -- - ..., u ~ l.c - -

c!Jlled a opecial session of the IJ tion'l Cou_cil to 

ter the 1867 annLl.ities from the f 0 deral '•overru::1e::1t 

to some fifty-three thousand dollars. i'he Council · .sed tlli s 

money to·disc~aree the legitimate obliga~ions of t!.e old ~i-

vided administr::-..t,ion. Other ap)roprtntions wor 

s'"1la.ri.es of tho ne 1v tribc:-J, fficers, for the construction of 

a council house, and .for tl e establishment of a sc-~ool syste • 

Pleasant Porter, then a young me::!mber of 't.he !:ous of 1.-ar iors, 

"\'I as elected nation 1 superinten ant of cc'·100] s c . .nd s.1ops. 

"\ ·hen the Council adjourned, it selected the first 'ues ~y in 

October as the ay for th· convening of it initi u r <--> 1 r 
. 9 

se;.:;,SlOil. 

r.: 
uI id., 1•\3. Comm· ssionor of 1.nli:-1 

R0)0rt, l,.'(), 2G3-~2L4,. 'rurno , "vcntc 
Sixty Years,n 2G. 

0 .------ . -., 
1 Debo, r~o·1d t 

_r..;_t_i __ ... _J._· _o_n .fL_£ L; J.1;, s u - ---- ____ , 

Aff(;irs, 
tho i; "'k 
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, c2..1PhilE::;, - ortcr had bee; n to G tiiblish lli. !...,elf 

on~ he pror inent men of th--; t_:Lbe. Fe t.: 1 h . ope:cutC 

i·h • t is nmv ID.nn , Okl 1omE~, o.nd l;., tor at Okmt1..lcee until 1G6 

·w e- he sold it nd returned o I ea.lD.kc...... 'l'he far.iily f u.rr! 

soon provided a comfortable li vi nt; for his □otll. r, brother, 

and sisters. ere, Porter built up a sm'"lll r~:c o c&ttle 

tl ich he gr zed on ,he unused tribal domain. 1;1'.th c e c- t.1-

tion o. a good usinessman he gradualJ.y ex:1nndcd his econo. ic 

oper t::i.ons ~ nd w:i.thin a .f mv-years his Pc,:,lak· ff'..rm had becor.ie 

the heo.d uarters for an extensive .nd. profitable r.::: nchinr; en-

t . 10 · ,er .. rise. 

Porter's mother lived 1,·;rit,h him ~t. Wealaka until her 

deat on Jm1e 6, 1803.. He beco111e almost eco::1.d f·th r to 

his youn._,er broth 1 and ~isters, sendinu then "11 to the Tul

lahassee I-1ission School tl t le h'd ct"ten d. Both of is 

sisters, -.ancy nd ,Iatilda, rere ho_ or st dents at Tullahas

see and later married sens of - rorninent reek fem ilies. 

orter sent his younr brother Ben.jar.lin ·or v-· f ··~t1 or edt ca

tion at C ne ill College, a small scl ool •.. i 1t --::..n -•d 1 - the 

Presbyterian Church ne· r 3' yette ·· 11e, Ark ·1s·.s, "! - l' t r 

·v. iono.l Cou 1cil, .iovcmber 13, 16' · , 11 L. ·1 l.rc .iv ·"'s, 
Tahlcqu.G.h rrovr, Ser;toL er 7, 1907. 

lOI ced "Grc test Li vin,~ dian, 11 1 . w 30 1 •,p ; 

Choct· w 1 ation) v·n iciJ.tor, •il 31, 1G?3, n irn1 rciii , 
in crnutlont..l Council File. Gideon, di orv, 2 3-
2 6. 
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elped ii esto. 'llish a [;encrul ctoro i:~t O cnulcee • 11 

co.1vencd in October of 1 ~ B in the new cuL~ncil h ~use, a lc:.rge 
1 

wo story lot; buildinL er c e at Okmulgee • .L, ~ !, co a ier:tlJ ~r of 

th .ouse of Warriors, Pleasant Porter d.raf-'-ed and 

t e .., e n puSSa 0 OI ~ new SC ool code prcvidinc for thr fiu:~cial 
l'"' su Jport of neighborhood schools in every Cre l: co111..rnun.it7. ·' 

r,hroughout his term as national superi!ltendsnt of sc_ ools, e 

t·:rorked to make ".va.:i.lable sound educc1.ti.onal op·)or.tunitie~s o 

S 1n·~.,., .. r Crcek C ·ilo'"r"6I1 ac l'\QC.s··h1e • d..J;J.. · __. """'-1-., i__ . ¥• ,::;1 _t" 1-.::J -. ,.,.,._ • 

Asb1_ry bo'~rding schools, each accomodating qome ei hty I:n..di 

students, were rebuilt and reopened in 1°68. These schools 

were operated in cooper tion with t~e ~issio~ boards of ~le 

P~esb: teriai7. and Aethodist ch,1rches respectively. '::.'l.0 c11urc -

,.:,,..:.'1.d the trj_be P'"'ov..:.. ~ed 

the h . _ d 14 c :1..L ren. when Joseph M. Per:r·y11i1an too 1c over 

11
Beserve, "C ief Plo su.nt Po ter;" 321. ·, -' lli 

~a.·ai·r P".,.,, .... e,,, Jant·'r· 7 1°3 6 r,...,c··;,.,n -io 1"eer 1 ""''r"" .~-v-11 • 'J.J. u .., ) • 1 l -~ J J / 0 J _ _., •--'- U.J.-- -- .. J. .I. c:..1.11:,; P J !_;,\....\. J 
?.17-218. Samuel J. H· ncs, Feb ary 1 , 193 \ · id., _-, 329. 
11.11.·us.tu Robertso1 ~-Ioore, December L'+, 1933, - · 21- Arc _ _.ivcs, 24~77f, 119; n.d., Robertson Letters. 

12 . m uel J. I ,:qnos, Fobruar lU, 1 J3 , -n i 1-Pi n . ,r 
P2.pcrs, XL, 332-3').3. De o, !1.0'-.cl to Dis· J· ,: :.'.nee, 1L7. 

-13 rbid., J.8 • T 1i.1ca .. u'-~h Arrow, 
.,,.~cscrvo, 71Chicf loo.sunt Porter," 323. 
IDdia ," 12. 

14Portcr 1 -D. -5, 1; 5, 11-9 8 
127&, part 2, Ou. Ibid., rp o ix, . , 



tle su rint ✓nde1cy of schools, the nl 1ber of n.i3hborhood 

15 .3ecau.se of l1i,.. early 

ir·tcrest i:1 "d~c:1tio~ Plco.c<..,nt .?orter ce.ne to be reco.c:ni~ed 

s the n:i_ ath r of the Creek schoo;_ o:rsten1. n16 

In aidition to ~1is per:rnal business , ct:tvities -~n 

his officia2- duties s tribal cou.ncilmcm :..nd sui!erinten e:;. t 

of schools, Porter found time .for other ,/u.b 1_ic service. T:1ere 

are records of his employment as no.tional udi~or m1d ~s pri-

vate secretary to Chief Samuel Checote in 1869. 17 I e also 

2.ssisted Judr:;e A. D. Lovre of 'che _•1Iuskogee d:Lstrict af> acti:-1:::-

clerk of the September, 1869, cot.rt session and :i.n 1871 was 

appointed national collector 0£' a ta.x on t11.e r.razin:,: of stock 

. t . . . ' h th C 1 ·J\r -· • l '"5 n ransiT~ 0nroug e ·r0e ( ,avio.1. here can be little 

doubt th.Ht he e,. rly , .f~d come to be consi.dered one of the most 

promisin.,.,., young men of the constitution"'l faction. 

1 ·7L,,_, Board of Indian Commissioners, Annul eport, 1G73, 190-
191. Commissioner of Indi-.n 1-ffnirs, ___ fi.eport, 1867, 
329-330; 1S69, Ao, 415-416. 

151bid., 1G7, 299-300. 
l('. 

·1ort0n, "Govern:1ent of the Creek n ims," 60- 1. 
i-:us :ogee phoenix, JCLnu ry 7, 1905. 'l1n.l·le unh _ rrm1, Septemb r 
7, 1907. 

17 C ecote, w -rrm t to Porter, Uctobor 1,...,, li.. 71, T.1d · · 11 
Archives, 2L621. Checote to Davi 0 , Fe ruary 2, 1·91, ii., 
37619. 

10 
A. D. Louo, 1arr.::mt to I or - r, S 

·bid., 261t2. ortor, circul r, j · ch 0 
31/thl. 



39 

By 1[;69 'L e hostility bet:ue n t 1e fullbloo s and tl o 

u a 1 le · o u.nd ,rstand the need for c:e1Pt.n1r:Ln, t -ie ol trl b 1 .._, 

CU''tO. s c.... .11 and I'',fused to coo, e:::-ate. 19 i l e t Counc · .. 1 

convened in October the two ho.ises met in joint se sion to 

.e - speeches ½y Captain F. A. Field, the n~w Creek ~gent, 

,.,_Y Cl ief Checote, Sa21ds, and Cote :.oche, anoth.e.. full blood 

J.e~der. After r:.uch t:Lresome cl-' ccussion, however, no v10rk:1 le 

agree1:1.ent could be rec:ched, and the fullbloods :-etire to 

t e · r hones to a-wai -c the election of 1871 when t ey ,,rould 

have nother c;1ance to reestatlinh the old s.,-ster.1 of sove_ n-
20 ment. The remainin,7 work of th . Council w&.s little more 

than t~e passage of routine leg:i.slation. Ple sa._.t 

Porter took p.o .. rt in the l,.iscusaion,~ in the ... o lSe of 1':arriors 

and se~c-ved c.s c1Grk of the financ . '---'- 21 COITillU"t, L,ee. 

n adven'~ 1 rous spirit of the whi tc tW.n 17 b· united ffo ·t, t~1e 

Cree s ucre 1uick to regain their pre ·TD.I .. lea ler.-hip :.i.n · ntcr

tribal effatrs. In s· :i.te of their internal 'iffic lties at 
--~ .. _,... ____ ~--- ---------

19 c · · ,.. I,. .~f. ' t lr-\.0·9, omr,n s s . o - . o .1 nc.n. cm 1u · al. :· s , 1-1. r . , 
3')'..;-399, L:-13. Debo, Roact !,.£ pi~_pEe'-'.!:..122..£, 

20 r id., 190-191. Coenninsion-r of Indi·~ .\f is, 
/,r1.n.ual ... e ,)o:rt , 1069 , 14-lh,. 

21 c ocoto, wa r- 1 t to i .1:tcr, Dec 1 l>, 1, lou , ln
dian Arctives, 32473. 
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, tl ... ey were 
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,., .k • '"), rt· J.• ,-: '-"- U-.t u._ v 

....,_ .1- !I"< C l ("'1 • ""' 10· r i..,rioes-•- rec . .<, .:)em.1110.1.e, 

-J.·r1cJ_~11.1·::.,d Pl C>"eoa ...... + T>or'-e-,,.. ···011"' ·::, .. ,.. or _ ,..._ '-"- ._ - •-\J-t..,.J .:..lU J,,, •J J. , tJ ..a.J. 1., • 4"-~J J 

. 23 1Jnion. 

in 

our relntion.s ·wi.t the Government 1 b"t1.t 1.-.:e do 1;rish ,."t,i_iet 2. d 

~t,her :recol,Jt.ions of ·c .i .... cou1.cil au-:hc3.:i.zed 

22
checote to Allen Wrieht, A ril 14, 1\70, ibid., 

1?712. C.1,3ccte . 1an,.i_scri:?t, h3-l;.7. { '1'··r lcq 11.2.h, C~1e~~ote i -

tion) Cherokee l\.rlvoc te, Jun lE, J. c.,70. __ to l.i,_-
ar,~ arfL~~, 205:-

,, ') 
'--.Jibid. Ira G. Cl rk "Attempts to Form n Inc'i 

Confcder~.tion-in Oklu.hom , lGo0-1 Qn lJr. u 1li c-,h d l1L st rt s 
t :,,r,,1• ' r:,e"'""l'""t,r t r,f r-1-: ,-tor TT1r1 v,..,, ... ,.,-: t~r of n1--1- hor " ] (','),...., \ .J 1 (, ;.,:;, . - > ) "' ~ 1 .,.L .._, ',.J "-4 .. ' ~ • -· ~ 1r. i 1 .. • \.,.:,.. , _ · (... , .. ,. 1 ... ) / / J 
7-99. 49 Con~., 1 cess., Son. p. lr 0, pr t 2, ·•~ nix, 

239-2lt0. 
24B.cr-ol, ... ,i .1 , J~1r,erna ic '-1 C01d ~i 1 ;-,~-. ( k w·l ,·c ., 

w ~ l;,, l' '/0, Ind ·.an Ar h:I. v s, Inton1c tio t 1 Cot r ... cil 'il • 



r:,J.,C .... l,-.t.·•,-.,2._t-•. -·,-=,,._:o, •"'.f 1tt)(J. be-'·•·<.>e11 t".rr ., ..... .;ri,.c- I 1 c1·• r· 11 1:r • ... . •• ..., ' \ ;; l. I. V .,_ • t~ ' •~ ...... V V.>J J. (.;.. • ,. - -

P. ;..ez·max1E.l'.lt intertri Pl 

Co 1l ci·J_. "'.d-r" ·l'-,r1e ,S .. 1.J.~.,~1"V"_;_,...,-1·cn.1._ ,~f i·,'i.~i"'· .t:'c-~ Y'"'} o·r--r-:,1"·,-,,-,.-.,...-t- 26 
• !J • _- ._.._ '-'- , • .t, \.,0 ,., "1.... O , 'Llllt:::.l, ,, • 

Accordinely, Secretary of the Iilterior J~cc½ n. Co~ c~lled 

Ee terrtber 27; lf~?c. 27 

he 

Sv.perint E,ncent Enoch B.oaL of t.i.B C ntrc~l s- perin-

tendency· .Jf In(;J :ir Aff:, ire: cot:".n.cil, 

c.:":..tt,lem&.r:., 

,r_,.:.ch Jot .. R.. ! Io ore, Le ., ,_ c. 

Sc::.r1c.s an0. Cote· oche. Only c:~ ew loleg· :es from -c·1e otL r 

)h-5-tJL, 6. 
26 Kn 

271:-1 

sess. , 

Col r·. •· 2 0 ., secs., 

1_g_7 s., pL,rt 2, · ppe ix, 

36. 
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felt that little could be acco21pl:shc wit:1ot t the full co

op ra o of ~11 the ndi n n tion", the convantion u ite 

ford ys for tl e other elog·tions to c ear. ,i lly, on 

Septe aber 30 a resolutio ·was sent to the Choctaw nd Chick"

s w 1ations invi t~inc them to send clele at ions a11.d st ting 

that., as sign tor:L es o the treaties est a )lishing the co · cil 

the would be bound by its ctions whether the p rticip ted 
29 or not. Sands uas commissioned to deliver invitations to 

the Comanche, Kiowa, Arap hoe, Cheyen e, Caddo, 1'Jichit , r•nd 

other plains tribes, and the council a journe to naeet again 

the follo1ttlng December. 30 

'l'he adjourned session of the _irst Okmulgee Co cil 

met on December 6, 1870. 'l'his time there were delet::;o.tions 

from all the Five Civilized '~'ribes as well "s -'-lie Osage, 

Ottawa, Sac and Fox, Seneca, Peoria, and Quapaw tribes. Al

tho h the wild Indiar1s h'ld ignored the invitation to attend, 

the council immediately as.Jee a resolu ion expr ssing s __ 

. pathy with the grievances of the -:: di ans of the plains · 1.d 

offering to uediate peace between them and the -1..1ite 
">l 

States • .J-

Pleasant Porter re ained in constant ttend ce throug· 1.0 t 

t e December ses'cion -nd took an active pa t in the disc· Se!· ns 

nd work of th council. Io serve on the ore niz ·ion con-

29-1 . d ~~-, Se tc bcr 30,170. 

3oibid. 

31 b'd 
1 • ' 

Ex. Doc. 26, 21. 
Dccenbc 12, 1 70. 41 Co 1 ·• ".;I ,-, t-:- C 

..... ,., ;> ,:.) ., un • 
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__ it tee 

1 J • 
'-'Cl.O s, 

, as a ember of the committee on internat·onal r -

assisted 1ith · he dr ft· g of t c cou_ cil' s me. orial 

to Co_Qr~ss protestin LGai1st any territorial pl orccd on 

tl e n ians without t eir consent. Porter lso \·rorke ·o se

cur the ndo tion of· co stitution for an intertribal urio 

which w s finally passed by the council on December 20 ya 

vote of fifty-two to three .. hat same da the counc·1 com-

pleted its other uniinished business an ad.'our __ cd to meet 

again in June of 1£~71. 32 

mhe proposed constitution as dry, up b the Okmulgee 

Council would have established a federal nion o.f the tribes 

of the Indian l erri tory. Under its provisions there v1 s to 

be a governor elected by all qualified voters of the v riou 

tribes) a ceneral assembly, composed of a senate and~ house 

of representatives, and a system of territorial courts Hith 

judges appointed by the uovurnor and the territorial se1ate. 33 

This plan for an indepo.ndent Indic p·overnment was 'isa,)proved 

by President Ulysses S. Grant, o recommended th t Co· gress 

amend the Okmulgee Constitution to give he feleral -overnment 

a veto over all the acts of the proposed c 1cr · s embly s 

well s th, ri:;ht to p1,oint the executive n j dici 

ccrs. Jli, 'l'he Indi s vrere so thorou1:Jhly fri~ 1tene 

32 Ibid., 22-23. .?rocce i1,~s, 1◄ ·r Ok 1ml ;e 
December 12, 20, lo70. 

3341 ConL,., 3 oes~., Sen. E"' .. • Doc. 2D, B-12. 
34_, . 

1. 1'-re 1 l r 

.L2:......·' ' • 

of.fi-

Co cil, 



tom_ t of Senator James lI rlan of Im· to pas::; this · r1ended 

v ion o~ the co:sti ution into l·w th t mot of tle rihes 

refuve to tif' r it o ::-:n i!.1 tl c oriL;in 1 -"orm. D spite the 

insi tence of orter and oth r pro ressi · ___ s that .n indepe· d-

nt u_ ion could be kept free from f e 'eral L terfcrence, only 

the Cr ek, C.octaw, and 

it Ht o.11. 35 
few of the snaller tribes ,pproved 

The next two sessions of the Okmulgee Intertribal 

Co cil were held in the surr 1e.rs of 1r.71 and 1 72. Despite 

the critical nat,ure of their ov,m internal a.ff irs, t. e Creek ... 

cont·nued to send dele~ations representative of both f ctions, 

nd the fullblood le,. ders St.nds an.d Cotchoche served s · de r 

side 1:1ith such young mixed-blood progressives <..S Ple' sant 

Porter and Geo:r·ge H. rayson. _'he usual me1noric.:.ls 1·p ol ing 

the treaties of 1866 and protestin~ a;·inst various sche1es 

to est blish regular territorial .overnr:1ent over the tribes 

were sent to the feder 1 a.n state governments, but the le

e.ates concerned themselves primarily v,rii. -'-h the problem of relC4-

tions with t e plains Indians. Colorful delet-tion~ o c iefs 

o.nd warriors from the Cheyennes, Arc. pahoes, 1d otl: er savage 

tribes attended 1 ny of the ses 0 ions. 

pled'"·es of friendsh.i.p v ere m do, 

olemn s eecl s 1d 

he uil In 1i· s ccemed 

rmch i press with the procr ss an cm fort of · 1eir Pore 

35rbid., June 3-lC, 1872. 



1+5 

c:.v:.li~cd 1 r c-th c_1.36 _t 1.·o.s dur.:.ng; th:.s pc iod th· t t 1 

drc'-'- Kiouo. c li tai1 S tnnt un.s t -r orizi 10 -tie .... out n·rnst

crn 11on~ier. Evm a:f•·ur S·.tanta l'iir:isol he.d been capt •red 

in leX£S t, 

_nd . 1-1rd.er wi-c,b..ou.t ri1ercy. An -.ate .s 1&73, '10,-cver, tho , o -

.ri nert ~,.;a-w fi ,._ to i.:._;1 ore , memori '1..l f:.cor:1. the 0km l~e Coun-

cil offerin, ··ts s rviccs in the medi ·,.tion of 

iuenting the r-.leasi..;; of Sat .nt • 37 

eu.ce re-

D·:i.ring t e yecu·s foll 1:rin,_; 1867 the political u.:.tua

tio: i tl:e c1~eek Ifatio 1 erew very tense. Althoug'1 Sands .:tn 

his chief l:teutena..c;.ts cooper tcd 1•lith th ir o_ po:1e:1ts i·1 the 

con.duct of ttinte·cr:.!jtional relci.t ·.ons, 11 tl G f· llblood f&.ct · on 

ren1ained sulle 1 a.:,.cl hostile. Sty1in6 hinsslf nc Lief of the. 

Creeks tr So..nds attem;tcd to otstrnct t.he -v;orkin~;s of .,_h·· co __ _ 

stit 1tion"'J. .ovcrnraent ,.,1henevE:.r possible. On on occasi .... 

he wren n-&de a S)ecial tr·.p to viqshin.0'·~01, D.C., · cl succe0d-

Cd ·i 1 1 nr 0 v 11tiJ ,.. t:.he r<: tification of -4~ - l: ...... ,,,. - I.,..} very l~Ler.J.l new tr a-

disordc:' N3.:::' rapidly increasing. r.,h,,.,, constant, ··Lre-=-c of arme 

k:1.nrtis:ics 00tv ecn lawless elerno its of both :.. "ction m&.de li 

36 
Cl rk, "Atteu .. )ts to 1 01"TI. ~1 Indi· n Cm fe or;. .. ,:::,ion i 

Oklnho:.ia, 1C60-l[;90, u 12?-132. 45 Coni.;·, 3 res"' •
1 

n. Le). 
7 l,. 378-381. _ rocecct·· n __ ;s, "il 'd Okl11UJ..[;ce . Counci , 1n 3:..1' 
1 7 ; li'ourvh .::n~l 1>oe Council, 1D.y 5-15, l' ,..,3, -llll.i. ....i.n Ard · 
I ternationi· Council File. 

J, I - . d . 3 l' 1 7 2 ,., 1 1 Tl t 1 i ., ~uno - ·, • ~ ·re, ·oat~ to on 
lC i' Confod0r· ,ion i· Ol:l!"\ .. 10 ·, 1 6 -1< 90, n 132. 
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Au ... ;ust e.a · tteupt o" St,!l s GO 

sci ·he ccu c·· 1 l 01iso c..:.:u lo:,ooc L,i c · drr;.' ri.i::rw_ c..w · OL we.. 

o 11· by the '·LrG at of intcrvcn-c · o.. 1.Yf the c r.n1Lndc..nt 

After · .,_ 
c.. v, t_10 district v.tLor-

ized to c 11 u-· t.1e ,1.il:.tia Hl cnevcr .,_ ebellio1. thrcv..tcned, 

'"'9 outo> 

sir .u. r.101...:.nted. 

tion 

ne.rv 

c:ec-

cf o.:rL 

,,,. ~ 

-- ·--1..-1 

t.wy chons Cote .oche aG 

ut ch ... J.L:G for sccon.d. chi2f. 

secor:.d chi. ef. Li.O 

. l is 

w_ o dee 

,)V ., 

offe:... -

+' vL 

r nito Ste .. tGs v1ould not, rccocr..izc ~'1 t~i' cl cffici2J. chos .E 

~r• _., Ur. • • ·" '""or 11~n :Jc--ioner 
413; 1 70, 299-300; lG71, 
'-nee, 1 0 • 

.) 1Ibid. 

4o. Lid,, l'!-192. 
/mrili.:.:.:, ·. o-Jf)I'"~, 1.) 71, ;i '/ h. 

:ndit n Af.\ .. i. u, 
573-57L.,... Debo, 

mu c.l ~"'o•.o t, 
.: ... O'l~ t Dl3C~ -''-·-1~--- - ------
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in t _at m ·1m10r. LJ-1 

the cl ctior. ·w;;;.s hel 1 .>11 the first i-T01 o.y i September. ./ 0 · in 1 

tl e fullbloods boycotted the r f.}J.lar el ctio_ n · --ssem' led 

cou _cil of their m,n,1 · t Oki:mlgoe at 1:hich tl'lc/ formed ines 

c'.L electoc' t£:eir ca:_did£tes ln the ~rc::.di tionc.l 1 ~y. I. thou,~h 

C t!:!hoc __ e ·:: s nD.I'.1e "P- iHcipal chief, 11 .he re· 1 leaclersh·· i) 

of the f· ction remained ·wii..h So.n ls who ssl.J.!.1.e t~1c o d title 

of 11nc.'viO::lal speake:c. H ri'hey then inf oru d th .::..,ent tha · 

their ne ·:ly electcu ttnat:Lonal cou 1c:_11 would convene i 

Cctober 2 t !- conservati c a lministr· .tion. 

the re...:;ulCLr Counc:Ll wPs sch.em. le . to meet on Oc ober 3, 

clash , ecamc ·· nevi table. Li-2 

On eJtember JO the conservu~i·es beg to ri t 1 

their camp jv.st ontsj_de of 0k1:-L:lgc.:e, "m<.l eo ly ·in the rc1or1 ir 

of Gctocer 2th 7 moved~ dth & force of si:>c 1:.nd:ce 

en and took possession of' the cour:.cil ho 11se. 1+3 ~n t~1c .ie- n-

time, Cd f C1ec0te r,:,d c·lllod out tls consti 4 l:::,.:.o·Hll m"liti 

'-·i vcr.. tlLc title (Jf bric.:; ::.er scmero.l. 4-~ l ortcr dckl-· or-

r. I • Ex. D c. 1, p· l' 

1 )2-1 ~/3 ~ 

4· --~~ 19? C .. _ u.L . • 1 • OI.lt"'Yl.J.S ;,;,J. OI.LCr 0 ln L.tll 

-~>Ort, 1J71, )74-575. 
h T. 1 

-· l. • ' 

/ 1.L,,.For L C 

co rt -1 itlc of 

574. Do' o, 

0 LG l'fe, pl' er 
r · · l . 11 • ::; . 1 ,. t., un t 

5, 90. 



"'· fore uf ... orae sever l un - ··d me: .... n.c:. L ovcd int,o 
I t: 

l·,0·····1-'. ,., . ,. J .• l. 1. ..._.,_ u 0 
..... , ... 
J..::, 

s1 ortly b o:. e _,oono Uflon ,JD.llds re ... :.1.sed to vc:~c~.Ge t.hc cot'n-

sto:os to close, the streuts to be cleare ..... .,,.. 
;; Ch wor::.c. , c:.:.:..1-

I r; 
too . .1L~ 1 ' pre.i.1/:-1.Tc,tio::.1.s fo a ~'i_:):t • ,._~Q 

,tirii t ed 1:,'1e 

l I,. 
I'!.CXt 

,. 
l,. 

-------------------------------------
er 0,., r.1i1i!:i.:..o. l · ;, s to ~l c conclv.sio 1 U1at he :1,, L1i.c-• i · ,~ 

he tr(,<. ltio::u:·.l. .1.' .. i '-' c;f' tustL.1P..i:ke c,r 1;; ~ !1 :i of l.'ron hio 
~r ·1dfat, __ e • O'Jcir1 e, lncti~ 1 "-' -rri'· rJ, :-' .. 

_ul · · 1,..., rJort.L:, of ·to :i c.9., 1" > ·,1. 

h5n )o, "lo~ .. c: · · ........, __ ...,,....,,,,..,..,,., -S3-191:. 
i r,n · Affi..1::'..:..,,.,i:,, Am _ _..___ _ l, ;_;r"f.,.. 

1.,,6 
'.\,.rn ,· , 

2 )-?,9. I .1...,0 
l, t,l1e ~ i.'l ""1-..0 U S ur. n 

.' o n, en.-r~mce, 1)3-194. 
47 

~ ' 1911-11 1 71 
0 1 f .. li i[ L 

I I 

~.; 'I • 



H'i 7 l v o 
- -• L<---J ' Oc · ober 5 S 1 :s nd Chocotc rc,._,_ch 

a rec .cnt to ,.:.bi· o by i.,11e, cvnstituc,io l ..... i "-' o 

Under the tcr .1s of this compromif;C tl e ;'ullblooc.c HGr-c to iJC 

llouccl to record their otes, 1.rtic·. :f 1..,.la t: c 'J-::-co' 11tcd 

i1 tho election. A j oi1,.t cor-:1.mi tt oc, co ·2...,ist:.ng of six _ .c •. -

bers froi l O<.-.Ch ~1OU0C of the \ ationr 1 Council' l!C.S o.·.)-Oil!t GO. 

"',:,o jud_::;c these returi s. Janes 1 [cnry of 'che J.ouse of 1.ing:::: 

served .s ch irman of this co1;1r.1ittce, ~nu :)lco.s,~nt _,o tG1 

the House of Warriors vras elec··ed clert.4 8 

Durin[; the actuo.l countinc a cotinittcc of si:: 00& r~?

crs appointed by Sands 'HdG present to Gee th2.t ;:.: e l-ol":: 1..ras 

' r·1 di t- t aone ai:_y, an 1cen Lyon rcpresen·c the United 0t~tcs 

0overru::ent o The irregulc"r returns sub: ittod 0y the San s 

faction :::.1ade the m: k o· ... the comni ttee very di:ficuh~. When-

ever it seenec:. t'-:at tho correct roll of o. toun L been · e..r.1-

pe~ ed i,nth, t.he co:.1.1it,tce de :i.G.ecl ·~o allmr !!ly c .. _c vot _ r 

ndcr t .. c circu.,ist~ncc,..,, 

t; __ e a~1nounccc. rosults tre_ c f' r fron a 1 ' ccu.ro.tc re:i':'.::..cctio: 

tificd that the count had been made .s 1ai· ly c:.S · o,_,si:il 

'.nc. Sanuol C1 1ccotc n~ d. ilicco ·.ut <:c 1:orc o.ccoi din ly 

:cc_ec~cd by oubcter~ial .ujoritics.49 

4$T ·i c' l)f" 1JO no 1r ~-o 
- - • ) ..,_,. I..'-- V 

ore '.,, C ce : 1 ation, .. l £J cction, 
29';;Z?u.. Portc1·, July 2'/, ::.. 72, 

49-r >i( • 42 COlif • ' 2 ;O • ' 1;. 
991. Co-~--.1 ~ r.n.on ,r o.: I 1c'i[.,.n Ar."ail·u-,-1;,,--, _l_c. ______ _ 
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?he at· onal Council continued t:10 i or::: of rcor 0 ·an

i in~ he a ·n:t 1istr· tion. Approp iations 1crc . de ·to p· y 

by tho constitution 1 fores and 

to rci.;r r G ch r1ilitia1. an for his sor ices. i.;- o,c1rn nder o_ 

.ilitiu Pleas 1t Porter 1eceive f rty-four dollars, ,ili~le 

his co:.r,1iss ry, David I,I. Ilodce, wc.:s pa-·c 1 fort- doll rs.50 

.:it si -~ le L dian · ntec-ri"·y the fallbloo s kept 

t.1eir a ,ree en, to accept the new COi.l"'c-itutio an tnc Ci1ecote 

0 over u:ient. l01,11ever, durinc the nex fm1 years __ evJ .:.ssues 

aro. c to con licDte th8 ir..ternal problems oi th,.., Crce-:s. 

Tith the construction oi thG .iiissouri, Iro.nsas, 

:
1 ailro d th ou h the nati,Jn u __ der the provis · o;.1.s of '..:.he 1 66 

. 
tre ty, , .. host of Hhit~c constructi n vro k :rs Q.YJ. i_ res on ible 

d d · · C 1 
• • t Du. r"1· .'~.< 1:".71 . venturers poure· into ree~ ~erri -or c ___ ~ 

1 672 the attenti0n of th Council 1-ms n,:,-• i·1 focus-d on · he v 

intruder problem. -:any nm la s 1:rore p ss ~ 

acti vitics of these ur v,rante. resi ont,.,. 5l 

r tri ti1.c tl_e 

C ttlcmen , i s1li· r:· .:..:> 

to graze the·· r crd'"' 0:1 the tribal dom in ne · r th r ilro 

were c o.r•J~ · d f:i..f-'-y cHnts a 1ead for the pri ,·ile(; • Pl · as 

Portor w s co uni ssionod y the Co iLcil to c,up r -·· se the col-

5° C cote, ,r rr, 1t to Porter, vmr nt to :· o 0 0, 
Octo b ,r 11:,, lC:71, Indi '"'n rel: i vcs, J/, lOG, 3 ~-07. 01 ·- , 
1rmrrnnt to J ,a s Octo1 e 10, 1~72, ibid., 3~-11,-3. 
,'cbo, Load to Di cc, 195. 

51 Ibid., 197-19' ... lan .. nc.a, "\1i·0 . n in 
e Creek iatio tr ( n ublinh :id : .c ot '1' 1 " t 1 i c:- D , ,, 

of . · ;:;' ory, Uuivcrsity of Oklahom , l:136), 4-4-4 >. 



51 
r:. 

1 ct·on o this t x. 

o -citize. s of th tribe without tho oecur:1 · o" ~ ci·l 

... e ::1 • · s si ned bi ~h,· Principal Chief. 0 ly tr-~ e- s a.11d ncr

c'1a11t s license l by the tribal authorities t· ere pcrs it.tad to 

do buK·ness ii the Cre-1 ·ation.53 

r b - bu5.ldin~ o· the railroa. intencif:.::.ed th __; e 
o e o- y predo.tory ·nterest that 1vas v:atc1i G t~1'"" lndi·~ 1 

11
· r

ri 1:,ory. 'i'he validation of the princely lar_d :::=r ·1t ) t:1e ga.:.:1s 
to be Ji ade ir:?. to msite speculation, the thrill of ··-urninu over 
t· e rich sod--nll hese thi· r;s wer--· t:ortl: pro1 1o'·il: 0 • C kf)'.'ess 
1.·ms floode 1 11-ritl "territorial b · 11s it deeoi 6n to break clown. 
th Inclicin 0 0 er: 1, ents, confirm the bri e to t 0 gil o .ds, 
and ·.:. ve tho rest of t::e India:_ 1- nd to settlers. J :-

The Creeks naintuined a firL oppositio_ to ~11 t

te1p s to o_ganize tho tribe under a recul r ter1·~or~ 1 3ov

er_rncnt. To offse-t the powerful prop :::;a_ a of he ter_itori 

scheners, t_ e ·ntion~1 Council sent a special ~ele ·at·on to 

Wash~nr;to:r1 i Dece .. b :c of 1G71. 'lhe delegates, le s t 

Porter, Jo 1n R. !Ioore, and S nford VJ. Pern ,.1,.; , i.•JOr { - ·-

prevent the passa~c of ny nfavorable lc·~ol ~ion. 55 c..m-

w ile, the uh· te ii truders continue to int r·· ere in tri b 1 

34741. 

ib" 1., 
ibid., 
i id., 
i itl., 

52 Porter, circular, 1arch 20, 1'71, Indi A c 1i es, 

53F • A. 
3911Lb. 
39132. 
391 3. 
3<:,160. 

Ualkcr to J. S. · nso "'U 9, l~,..2, 
; • } • Cr btree t eco r 14, 1 .-\ 0, 

0J.1n Q. '1111ft s to C o ·, e nb er 1, l i &l, 
ort r et al" to cot. OL b 'r ' lLol, 

54nebo, Roa to co, 1)9. 
55chccoto, ·mrT ·1ts t 1 c·, s. ·1 err· 

1oorc, Deco, .. )er 20, · ' cl i vo i 9h, 
Ji.2 Cm , • , 3 ce ---,,---=-----' · rt 2 • Indi 1 CorruJ is~i r --- _...__, 1r.)71, , 17 • 

• 
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·· fai s. F· rticularly active in t lie :ccspec~~ .;ere GG1.>q., A. 

Re~.-r.olds, for or ;:,eminole ae:ent then in th . employ oI tte 

~:isaouri, Kc ... nsas, and T .. as H. ilro.,d, Dr. J., B. G. Dixon, ~-

E· itish s b ·e t 1;1.rit..1 a rather obscure backr;round, and Ch.::i.r-les 

\·TI1eaton, a _ o.ns..-J.s attorney. '11 ese men, ch· r"'..cteri ed by 

'z;ent Lyon as 11thorou")1ly ir· ·esponsi ble D.n unreliuble, n co~ -

spired to r vive the i-1Rnds insu.rrection in or 1 r to is ere it 

t 10 Creek governr.r-Pnt o They hoped that a ren --wal of 1 ostili ti es 

trl t 1in t _e Creek ration would cr:1use Cm. c.;rec-s to reconsideJ."' 

-'-he establishment of o. territorial government.5 6 

The death of Sands and of Cotchoche early in 1872 

left the le d.ership of the conserv'-'tive faction ln the hu.nds 

of another honest old fullblood, Lochar Harjoo Dizon c.nd 

tneaton held a serie,:; of secret cou: icils at vrhic the- per

suad d the credulous fullbJ.oods ·'-,hat they had been tricked 

1,-- .... -,e nror•res 0 J' ~'es a""'d "·l 1 e r·er,t f,',,=,ol-; r•,rr:. tl,_e""., ~el e~ 110 Uy t, . ,/ 0 ~ . v ~~· l,_~ <...> .l • "' ~•~~ cue, ~ _ 

longer bound by their ple ge to support t e const~t~io~, the 

conoer -ati ves once acain organized a ri va co ernr,1ent, his 

tir1.e with Lochar Harjo as 11C1ief of the Cr e_,.s.n 1 y con-

tinued to hold secret councils nd were ·oined b b· 

horse thieves anc other,., who sa ·J " cln.1co to r fit. 5 1 

s of 

D · ... on, \ heat on, and eynol s then b ~~an to bo 11b, · d 

t c Indi n Of±.'ice with lettcrv an complai1 ts "u ·1st C'1io 

56ncbo, ··c~ to Di3npp · r~1 nc _, 

57lbi ., 0 00-201. 42 Con~., 3 
~2J. 

19 -2 1. 

O C! ,-, . , 1, 



C'tecote .,. the er hP.r procressi v, Cr ;e!-:: lGu. Grs. A )et· tior .. 

.:.m re.ssi ve nw-. 1 er of fullbloo ls c~: cl m clo1 d. b .. 

en~t.or ,) u 1 C,. omeroy of K· nsn.s w.s rese 1t d prote..,t:L 0 

t e Tl ele t:!.or fraud n of 1371. 5,; Co:mnlissio:... cr o.!.~ In i L f

f nir ... fr-· ci ,~ A. 1,;e.J.kcr ordcre· '~i. invest.:..~ation of th se 

cl2r_;e,__,. In accord-nee ·with \Jall-:er's instr ctio s, Superi1-

t n ent. Enoch Hoag held a formal investi 0 &.tion of the whole 

11 tter t 1-li.:81:::or;ee in J1.:.1y. · leas ~nt 'ort r, u o had 

froiJ , ~dhin,1ton, was present to testify a.t th ·.s investiG tio 1 

nd took an c-.cti ve pc.rt in the questioni:i G of er ;hcT wit· ess

es. 59 Su eri tendent i.'oa6 prepa1~ed .. is report o _ th bas· 

of the evidence presented. ·owever, :Lt took t.~-m years for 

i e De.artment of ~he I1terior to render a ecision ir th 

matter. \ben the cision did corae, ii.1 June of 1873, the 

Checote ~overnment vr. ... s com letely vindica · ed. 60 

lthoue::;h or e_•ed to leave the Indiru. 'l'e ri tor , Dixo _ 

and , .eaton continued to intri ·,·uc ong the dis~ffected p 

ty. As the si tuo.tion bee rune more nd more er· ·tici 1, l "tde s-

nall,, Chief Checote called out cl e railiti er,rl; in ,.;ept ;,.b 

cl 

. St-r id. Debo, Roc.i.d to Di snppe: · .:u1ce, 1 -201. 

59Portcr, Jul, 27, lG?-, n1_·(, 1rc1i•e ... , 2., 2'c.., 15.:. 
106. iJ. B. G. Dlxon, Jtly 27, lc>72, ·b·ct., 71- 1. 1 illi·, 
·crntosh, July 27, 1u72, ibid., '/0-d • 

60co, Ull sioncr o· .nc.li 1.ff'·tirs --- _..._. ____ .! 1 'r 3, 
.10. D0ard f In<1J.Lul C issionoro, 1mn ___ , 14 .• 

Debo, .o· d Lo ~ance, ,. 0 • 



co rrni:1nc. of about, eiP·ht rn.n ·re'. lii::;l thors AM~n and move' o .it 

~ . ./"inst the _ ore ..... s (J.f T ocll'::l.:r Harjo camped near ~.rusL0 0 ee. 

Q_1ly ;~he tin ely :Lnt )r.fe1 t~nce of Colot1el Benjamin E. G:r·ierso_ , 

co 1•11c.,1.dcr of U1° fet' -:..:·al garris0n at Fort Gibson, p- cver_ted 

an act al l attle. Gri8rson c. r1·an2F.)d a tru.ce bet cE:n t ,.e i_:.\:'10 

1 aders anc1 their 1tarmie~:r were d.Lshanded. 61 . 11.his S'Wift 

e110_1s,._r.:1tio11 of for·ce led by Porter se:. ved to quiet the :i.n

sur- ec·rion} and ... ,_1e fullbloods sullenly retur~1ed to their 

hon1.es to awa.:. t their nGxt char1ce to t lee ov ~r t.he cover ·!lent. 

After 1871 it bee -1:10 necessary for t_10 Creek ::.:,o-rer·1-

ment to maintain. a.n official delegation in \Jashin.gton luri1.g 

e'(Cteh sessio1 of Con0 ress to look after tribal · nterest 11 

to vmr!--: with 7 .,_ • -Pr•c)m. -i-1_-e e .egac.:1-ons _ _ ,., th Jr Civiliz d ':.1 ·ibes .... o 

)revent the pa.ssage of let;i;3lation hClnnful to the Indi "·1 in

terests. r x · to tho principal ch::i.e.i:t j_nship itself the of

fice of tribal delegate ·was consider:...d the •.. ost ·uportant po

s.:. tio in the government. E -ch ye r t_1e i · t::o 1&1 Council 

electe<l a new d leu1.t ion of fro1 three to f-i ve ,1e ·qbe:cs. 

Pleasant Portcr 1 i~1fluo ce a11d his abilit.,~ t moot t.ri.tl fed

eral off:tci "' on equal tenn t7' e s 1 · ,shly recc rd cl th· t, h 

61 Ibid. Do rd of Indi 1 Co!~isuionors, 
1 ~ 3 ' 2 6 • 7";:2 G O l ·;. ' 3 "' e r• 8 • ' • : • D O C • 1 ' 
Israel G. for"' co J.;ncc.1 .o...,~, S" t,,'1 ct· 2.2, 1,72, IndL:. .1 ... -

c: • .:.vco, 2/32'/', 20. C ,rol -1 "horn.is Fo1~ 11an, "G .• l"' 1 ,.i 
;·cry Gr:.croon, 11 C~1roniclc of Ol::la....QL, • ,)Ul' ., , l,.h ), 
21 r• 



55 

[; · tend ~n e in Jc.;....;hin0ton ''t pr-u.cticv.l y cvcr-J net3,.,:'...on c.:::· 

to )r tr:UJL.l clair,rn :.:nrl [rie -

ancos. Anong his ·"'cllo·:r delC[_;a.tcs nt d.i.:C'f Jrern:, t,5.ues :o:--c 

0u.cL pro .1i 1ont C:,:eelu as Do.n · el 1 ... i'lcI1-tosr , J ol:n it. f:oore, 

Du.vi· iI. .. nd .s .n.f r 

Perryman. J.i'01'.' mo.n-r years t:10se 1,1en -wo1 able oUCCGsc•.{·_,lly t 

o t·:i.an1.w·ve.t' t~:e ·· oworful rf~i road and sp- ,ulntor J.obb · es 

nerts. 62 

I1'!. 9.ddition to his reg1~lc.1r luties ar dele-....,0.te to 
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0km .l"'ee sc ool oard. 63 He lso ttcn ed he n_n .. cl ses 0
.:. ·1s 

of the Okr1ulr;ee Int rtrib l Council 1'1 • th the offici<--1 Creek 

, --le<.:>at. · on. Her - 1e vras .:tct.ive iil promotinr,; frie:ndshl!J _,,_d 

cooperation runonc ti1e various tribes 4 • eenly aware th;:i'~ the 

time for n · ted action d.p;ainst the fore es tl ·. t wo1.:ld destro 

all tribal inde e ~c.ence •Hrs g:co11n.n;~ "'1.1crt, Port(1r ·worked to 

lay th,;;; 6 rcL~Dct, o k for a permanm t- incertrib~.1 .l io free 

£rom federal control. Due in LOOd ieasura to his leaders i , 

·t,he council bec&rtG 2 • .:.1 e.f Iecti ve sounding board i.'or Ind· an 

g ievm1ces. Ione of its sessions failed to addreos ~t least 

one nemorial to the Presi ient or to Congress demz~ndin ~ thG 

bette:c protection of In.dj.an :::'iL,ht s o.nd prot. st~ne; · c1.6ainst the 

constant pressuTe of territorial sche 10s. l!lan, r sol tio s 

were passed scatinG the Indian posi~io: .. :;_11 f'irn, dig·1ified 

languc.:.ge, anc. each year representat.:.. ves .i:.rom more tribec · t

te.ndc-d its sessions to share adv·· co and syr,1~ c.t_1y and to i.ea.rn 

f 
. . 64 

the lessons o cooperation. 

':'hrouE_;ho t it, s sessions of l ~73 c1.n 1 '7~- Ple&sc.. ~t 

Port r u~ s active · n tht3 v101 k of the Ok:·mls<Y' Counc_:_ · • re 

tcrrational literctr, ·1 nr "01 lc-·,• ii' . ,..l, 
\J ........... ~~ 

63Roll of off~ccrs, Creek mr•n·l Gov rr ncnt, ~o 
23, 1672, Indi', Ar<.:1ive:3, 29327·1, 61.}-S?. 1+9 Con,:., 

en. 1 op. l'_ b, !J rt 2, · pp 1 ix, 27-~3 • 

er 
. ' 

64nebo, hoad .to Di...,· ·1),)0' ---~mco, ;:.09. ~ .. 5 Co ... ·., 3 s., 
7 ,. ") ,.) 3•·, .. .. . . J., ., ... 3 ~l;'/,~ll-!1;, J,'' ·- ..... ~. lJlC.,1.L:ct.r_::, ,,. r .L, .1.( I • • :,_~c·,.__\ 11 s, 

ii'O'- h rg, 1lr;ee Colnc'l, :~· ·-15, 1r73,. 1dLAa l h' c...,, 
i., rt1~ ,i nnl Co tr c.i.l r.u • 
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ch· i! ~an of '"l s ecL 1 co 1it.toe i "!e,Jti, '_tj_ 1 t c "c:;,::...1or it n-~ 

.C M •. <. • Co 1p 1 y up01. the people · tl.c In( ;_.,_n 

'c1·: it.ory. r,65 Al 11ou7h noi thor u.. y 

lso uo.s c..ctive i t 1.e uorlc 01. in ...... ort· iu~.l diplo: u..cy Lnd 

suD ortod the seL 'ing o · peace C::.c2.erL.tions to the ::!:·1cic.n~ o,.. 

In DeceL1oer of 1~74 r.1er:oor s of t:.e Jo::. of .!. •• d.:..L...n 

~'Ley c.r· i ve · at ... ~us::o=::oe 011 Deccnbo_ l 0.!1d were :.1ct by a 

rep· eson-cati· e C:t·ecL dcler;;_ tion includi:1' Pleas· it Po t,e,r, 

·;:.ho Lovorenc~ "\ illi8.t,. S. .obe-"t..:ion of 1ulld1u:::;soe · Iics · o 1 

Joth Loch' r 1Ic.r jo u1 Cl:ioi s..,~_mel Chocoto. In L... frL ~~: c,·i., .tv-

1:iillL1,•ncss to ad 1er ; n r·ood f ith to the tor~ s o·" t J.o l.re· - u 

o,... lc'66 u.nd earnestly protested c;,.£; :::..nst such th::.11 

c··tcn::1ion of foder 1 cou:c".:. ju1 icdiction o or tLo · r · err· toi~y, 

'clay in~} e p~ 1cnt o tri½Ll oncys ~uo fr~1 t~ 'c G .. 1 

22-23. 

66- 10 __ ., ' 



r·o rcrn,101 , u1 j st < iscrirnin· tion. in r ilroad r··tes, inu' c-

.:. 1"'..cy of protcct.:_on o.,Jc inst hite int dcrs, anc1 the co- stan 

• 67 E ch uith 

his m·m · ntcrest in ril al dissolution, hotrnver, the comnis

sioners list ene tr:i. t ·1 deaf co.rs c..n.d thm1 J.)re 1_,ared · report 

condemniag tho Indio..n covern:rrents c..nd urgin,r~ Co ~Lre s to es-

territorial e-overn.rn.-: t nnot :inconsistent i·:it_.1. exist-
c. f 

.: nr: +-Y> 3·ti ec, u c .L W VJ. .. - v o 

On I1ay 5, 1875, Pleasant Porter war ac.,nin present at 

the opening 1 eeting of 'che sixth session of the 0kL1ul 0 G Co·u1-

cil. Some t,renty-ninG tribes were represented includin~, t 

1st, deleg~tions from the proud Coc· ches a1d K'o~"s. The 

reuresentc~ti ves cf t~1G plains Indinn.s, resp en lent in e~ ;:le 

1 eatJ._ers 1.d other Sr: .. vage t1~a9pings, met on erual footi.1 6 

wit1 their bret~ren of ,1° Civilized Tribes. Tie pipe of 

peace 1rrn.s smokecl and other ap:,ropriate cc:rern r.ies p · rfor m d • 
. •·o 

It Fas ie.deed a colorful und memorable occ sion. 07 

67 C .... .. ~ . ,. t. I. /. 1~ C B d, ecove •11nnuscr:i..pt, ..,~'+--1-u. J..J• • ou i ot 
::arri.3 to G. i.". In;:;alls, Oct ber 25, 1875, Inclic.n 1L·chi ~es, 
3L077a. L:-5 Con~;o, 3 sess., en. hep. 74! :, 61. h- ""l+:5. b c .. r of 
Iri.c.·ar.. Com.:nissio:ers, f.11nt:al R.e2o;'t, 1~171:-, 97-100. 'i11E:· ~oard 
of India Cor:m1issioners uas c "'eat.e on April 10, l 69, · s 

0 

a visory co·.1mi-'-tee to sc urc '"'· better e.dr:13.nisti~.:.-tion of 11 t· _n 
o..ff airs. · t wa..., to be composed o · 'i stin 6 i.1.i ts11e citizens ii1 o 
served wit 101..i.t pny. ~tatv.tcs, XVI, 40. _ J d, .. ·e, Lan book of 
Amoric• InclL.m.s Iforth of He~ ico, · I, 8 9. 

6e Jo·-d of Int· Co~,lssio crs, Annuul ~eport, ld7}, 
13. l-i-3 C,on";., 2 sens., . e ••. !isc. Doc, 71, 1. 

9 . ! .. I,.. 1-i '·,:s, 1 '1.
1hc Gr Com1 il nt Ck ul O , Tl 

J, __,_..__ _ __,,...,x::r (Sept r, lt/l), 371-35. r-
e N Council, 3-1~ H/ >> I , J,1 li· 1 
I , al Com1c·i 1 Filo. 



0Lperin.tc dent Enoch !Ioa::; continue to ser-

cnt .Il Georce ·;. Crr ye-on \'lc..tS elected secretrry. A usual' 

Porter c•er on tllc orr_:anization committee aud 1:as pr,o:.nted 

Unite vtates. 70 c:~ai man 01 the m.li it tee o. relation.;; 1.:ith tl•e 

Al ,0 st i:nr10 . ct ely he launched ll C .- paicn to secur t:_1e adop-

t.'.._o of a per; nn nt ::.ntcrtribaJ. fe l_,·,i--c,.t,_;_on. '~.':1e pro os 1 Y:10 

uith the instant opp0sition of conscr11cici ve J.e~ti rs v1Lo felt 

tri -t th 0 co' · __ cil s. 1ould be extrcm 1 c ·1.reful not to tEJ:e ny 

step likely to be· seful to tho white land grabbGrs in pro-

1otin~ trib·l dissolution. T~e efrlier ~tte.pt of Co~~reos 

to a11end t.1 e Okr.ulr.;ee Co11sti"vu.tion .:..n s-u.ch a , ay c.,s to zi ve 

t ~e federal .f:;C vernment com lete control o\ 0 r the ro:;::,osed 

federation had thorov.gl ly fri~htenGd the I c.:ians. Porter d 

a s.1all ,sroup of r rosressi ves worked to ovorcor.ie t_ is o:,:,_)osi

tio::::-, and ,nuch he·ite _ debate ens"J.ed. 7l i ith an ~c:..·<te sense 

of imp en in 6 trn,;ec.y tl:e :;Jr .:::;ressi ves f oucht o strcn.;;t:1en 

t: 1 €. bonds of intertribal unity. 'I'he:Lr posit:.:.on 1•1;;_1..s s u:1:.ied u 1 

b Ple2.sa:1t Porter in nn impa..;sioned speec~- n I-:u.~-11. 

1 ·hen °a-1• '1 c1•i ,..., ,, c·to•·· ~ ·1r1' SO· ;_'.1Y>~ r,c r,1 • --- "· ·1°1' -r '1-'81" , . '-"c u1~ -·.L.......> ,.:;.) J,.. . •• ~ L~ , ~l...U.l."- - -• _.__.i.. V.J. '-" - .._, _ 

to s .1.ake the Ge. rth, ·what do c-i ·... ls do? r h 0 y con.=; ... e'---~t:, ~ 
t,o to S◊'~c 1 l:i.ce for prot'~ction. t·1c cc'.ll th;;_t i:'.l,..,tinct, a ... 1d 
we, feelinz in o -r hearts the :?.;i~~L.l.ntic s- orm tlu-1·· is <-~P ro· c 1-
l• y, -:--,,d •1hout to },,.,,....,tr-.; l" uc• c, ·"t' e cd to,-,•e+-l,..'"'.,... 1y J.... 0.... G . ..; i. t,,. ... _ "'-' ....., l,i ...,_ ..:> ' ....... \..i e,:-,C...... - .. • " vi." J. '-,p¥ 

hi ~her pmTOr t 1an i1 stil ct--. y t:.c d{~,ine [,. · t of r · .s01 • 
• • • • r;}: o Govorn::eent o± the Unite·" ~ tL,tcs sooi ~ 

t e . Jrec:-L prossu.1 e t: Lat uoLld b ~ bro tc;ht to b r n us, st .nd
i1:~ sii. ,':l~·, le pre idod for 1... G t, .e . 1e n to ni te. 'r!. Go -
er~1 ,, nt :i.n i.vs w:_s ·or, 'w.s seen th·,"- : c1 e <,;.ere cl ncn.::.s .::..le':-

C fo 

7 Th. ~ 9 
.J. :.t.CL .. ' • 

?lTbic., 5 -5f}. Glurit, "il.i.,1., .1 t 
OJ.'HLic; 1 n O :.l"ih r,1 , l uJ-lu9)," 1 ' 

t, "'r .Cl ' 

10. 



lute t 
rotocc 
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•·troy 1.~ • , Htlilc st.:,.rwinc sin. ~' ,.c' :..1. o· den o 
s 1,..., L:.,s ~~i n us thcr;c mo" ns o.n iron c· to j c' r 

us to accept tlwu. ... ow, .1y frie ... 1d...,, 1,rlLi. 1.c <.,..~-

t:10 .1'. • • • • \;:i.J.1 we t_ ust c· ch ot_1cr? • • • o J..nd. 
l. G dor· 1 t ,I'llD"C cr~ch other, \Th 1rlll WO ,_ 1·1..~st? !:i.' ~he :-,rec.

tics ho.r not been C"rricd out, uh t ~s the Cc:u.se? !tis be
co.uso re a1 e .i.sr J.J.te l .t·rom c· .ch otter D .1cl Cfan1.O·0 c:O1 m1~.n- t:t0 
nor al force to c q . C'e theu t be :i'1..:1.-:-•illod. • • • ·, n :i..st ri "l': 
srn .cth2- 1c ·· n ev r trnns;.-.ct,i:::, .. 1:1 un crt£L}c ~ ir: 1 · fc. f :e 
stm d st· 11 we risk the storm. Let us ~o f n.rL.rd P,.nd c.,;.Vc.il 
ours 1 '"es OI t 11·. shelter, \,rhilc ··'.!ore .: c• J"et tL. E:.12 

11"l1"l"Cl~, lYl"1"• 1n r.··ovr:,·1-·1·,,y,o·"t" ,r•)c -~a"'se~cl by··,:-1 ··· .J --- C.._ O • v .. -!'l .i .• '-•0 • ..:) G. 

fo 1 r to t ,;-enty-nine, and a special comxn.ittee w· s D..f?lJO • n.ted to 

r~ft a new co1 stitution. As th_ f:re~0st pro anent o~ inte-

tribal union, Pleasant 1 orter vrfis ma 'e a ueribcr o this :i.~ rg 

re.._::,rese::i.t'"'tive coarrittee.73 Ho nlso .1.J2.rt::..ci/:.ted in th m::. !er 

work of the council, s .rv:'..!10 as r.1ember of ;c couu·· ssi n ii cl ar;:e 

co1-,mcil. 74 As c~1 irmar~ of t:1e corn;1i tt p on re::_crt.:L 11 Fi t~1 

.• • r 
L 

Loc.;_;c. 

T ,, "I • • 
_ 18 J..•.:; l 0 

"·t-c rcrort c· ·'· 'C 0,..,,., ·n c1··,' c· ,-,-o,., ·o t_h.·'_r.:: Co .. ,.--._ • • • VJ. - J....., ...,.. V .. l '-)..:.~...,.) ...... ...,\.,; __ '-·:... ... Lt ~ __ --.l. 

cil ..,,_~Jpor..rs to state f '-' c-i.~ s i10t to e eusily contra Grtc 
dci1icd vi:~ich :rcq :irr.. t' (j j_.:1."?'1C ..i.2ta action of · Le ::_· 1:01 .:'l 

,.12:)roceedin[;:J ~ :JL_th Olaml~·oo Co1 u1cil, ,Qv .)-13, 1~7.-, 
In lan Arch -i vcs, Ir.tcrna.t.:.::m.:il Co 'J1cil file. 

73-1 . l 7Q ,,.7 l .lJ.( • > I - ..... 

7h-1- • 
•• .L I • ' 7-1. 
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Gov,, rnnont • • • to o ross do~1c the On· ~cs • • • 
dl to ·;:iu.L:.sh tho..-·c en who them, u· tLout cLusc o: 
.-:l-1 · dm·r Gf ere S , , 1"1:.1 .. 1JCG.CC · )ly ~l ;u.f, d in cot tin~ bui'f&.lo 
□e· t irlthin the lir ·tv or tho country in -;hich n L.n.s ~ ad v.. 

ri,.·l b rec- y to h Lt. • • • the Prosid nt of the lJni · e 
Stc.·~cs .• G respectfully b t earn stly requested t t· lro &lcCh 
stc "' o • • s ~llnll mote out -· c-tic to • • • tLe K·--nsas 
nt.rdc_ ors of s· id 0,J • Gos • • • • 5 

On -lay 15 t.ie c uncil recesse to r:1cet a,·...._·· :1 the fol

o ·Jin,s Septcm er l ·'-o <;in conoideration of tte rer.)ort of 

t _o co stitution2l cm r;.ittee. 76 The comm."..ttee met throu.=:hoLt 

tho oummer at 0knulGO - , ,Iec · -" hilo, i 1 Auzust u Sl. e.11 cro p 

f nci-·Htors led by Elias c. Bo dinot, promi e1t lii:x:ed-bloo 

Cherokee~ lecodly in t~e p~- of t1e r2ilro ~s, held a con

ve-1tio _ at Cad o, Choctav1 Tation. Sett in[, tl1e-11sel ·es u- u.S 

S?Okccmen for 11true I:.1dicJ1 sentir:1e::1t, ff these ·:10 _ u.do- ~ed c.... 

set of rcsolutio: s fo.vori11e; the ullotr e.~t of tri·.1 ~l lm~ds L. 

torial ~ov,rnnent.77 

l nen the Intertrib: 1 Council rccm ·en.e 1 • n Septen er 

it dopted n Qtronc rosolu~io: unlnimous 1'epu.diati <: the 

so-c~llod C ddo Lesolut·· denounci~G Dol inot as~ 

7,: 
:>Ibid., $1-''2. 0 Al w1.lS'G 7, 1&74, a p[.rt:· of 0.,...., ·er'., 

0:1 'Q,r~ (! ill ', buffalo 1unt. l1. ar ile icL1e - od::_: . , • " sc.s, ;.r· S 
l't-tac~:cd by an arNed b<.,.1d. of ·whit -s. Four H .. ~rriors 1.1 r 
dared in cold blood an th ir bo i c""' muti o..t d. 1 e,. ,- oi' 
incident ;.,rontly incense tl1 :i:: 1 'i ri..ns, nd 1 c.:..1 o 
tali~~i0n uetlac d So~t crn 1·zsas fo_ soJe tine. 
of -ndian ff il'S, nnur 1 Report, 1 ''tl'r, 22, -227. 

76 rrocoodinr..,, ,.,i.,;:th O: n; lr•ce Co _ c. , 
L2, '.Ju, In i~ Arel ivo , Inccrnc.,tion· 1 Co 

l r --,>' 
• 
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t -:1-r l tori .1 sche er ·· 11 1 «'.l.3uc · itl lun specul«'.ltors. 7r; 'l'lte 

o stitutionc. l conunittce the 1 pr scntc:d its rc1.;ort rcco:,'"'. o:a -

in~ tie doption of a co: stitu ion cot ini~~ all the rna·or 

provisioI s of the e· rlior 01'" .ml:-ee Constitt.tion. 1hc c.ebu.te 

t_1at follovred vras inconclusive. Actu lly, only tl: e Creek 

elo .tion i,,r s still seriousl 1r interest d in St ~bl 1.· c-·h·' nrr 
Jt.:. - u .... ·- LJ 

intc:rtr"bal f deratio .• On September 9, · 75, I'orcer, soein

tho futility off rt1er arGument, oved ~hat the co mcil 

journ. he motion u._,_s c. opted nd th s · zth scss · on of the 

, 79 O~.ul~ee Council was concluae • 

. t the next session, held early in IicJ.y o_ lG 6, the 

consti t .tion w s ct; .:..n. introduced, b .t it :rec· i ed m ly h ...... l.:' -

hearted SU'Jport. Realizing that the __ tertrib .l Go ncil vm ld 

never evolve an acceptable scheme of territoria 6 0 erruaent, 

Con3ress ceased ap _.;:ro"Jriat ing money for its ~t:~.-r,ort, an aft er 

l i:.:,..,16 • t . . r,o D . · ·... ~ · 1 · '°" ,_ i - never met u:.:;ai:. 1 csp:i.:t,e 2.L.S 1.ai ur -co .10 1 n c.·1 

Ind~ n federation, tho Okm1lcee Cou cil h·d est·blishe' 1 

important precedent for i.rtortribul coope:cn-'-··014 At its<'., s

sions Ple9.sant Porter h d had '- chc.,nce to ~ i w the 1di n 

problem i broa· r rspec~ivo. He did not c ace to dv c'- -e 

'iGibid., 40. Vindicator, ?tG,b r 1~, lo75. 
794) Co.;_;.' 3 s SIC'.' Sen. Uep .. ri1.,,.1~, ,.2 - ~ 7. Fr cc d

in o, f.djourne. Sc,...sio , Sixth Okmulc.cc ColiLCil, Se ... 1t~1.1bcr -S, 
1L75, 30, ndi n Archiv r.;, nterno..ti nal ,ot-.ncil l1'i • 



united uction .) 
illcc e_ cro· chmcnt.61 

Porter continue l to devotG r uch ti.1e to tribal afiairs, 

but he i not no ·lect hi3 ;>ersonal ir terests. 3etweon · 1 ual 

tri s ~o ,, shington as tribal elee;atc and ":.hG secsions of 

hen tioncl 1d inter_ational councils, he mana~ed to find 

time to improve his farm and to expand his rc.!1cLin.i3 op ra-

tions. His holdings at 1,;ealaka 1-·rnro steadily incre se until 

at last he co_trolled some four thous n' acres of ricl pas

ture land alonr; th Ark nsas. 82 He also establishe ... a ferr

across the ri er nt \Te .laka fron vrhich he was .:tble to obtu.in 
( ~,,. 

, extra income. o;,, 

Durini his tc:.:'m as supGr..: ntendent of schools he had 

become acquainted i.rith I'fc_ry Eller Keys, dnu 0 ~ ter of 1 iley 

Key , Chief Ju"'tico 01: the Cterokee ·ration. She ~-cs tho 

teacher of t10 Ev.chee nc.iGhborhood sc ool ab tt fie iles 

south of 1Jea1Qka. ftf~er a friendslip o ~ev ral ye rs, the 

two 1.1adc a trip to St o Lou.is i·1. 1C72 '-n 1 11oro E10.1-rie th re 
d>J. 

on r ovembcr 25. 0 <.1- 'l1he- rctur· e to the · ndian Terri tor ~ 1 

est&blis ed a horne nt ,,e laka. 'l'hreo children wer born to 

Clp 1 1 • 25 1~}"."'·r.: l 9 C 1 or1.,or,,cY~, uu::>, -1- onr;., 
1278, 205. 

s ~ c s • , Sen • : e • 

c',. 02 r•,u1sa Creek :: t·· on) Dcmocra,, ,\me 21, 1901. 
'illiam Adair Port ,r, Januar1 7, 1930, ncli! n-Pioncer na; 

LXXII, 224. 0 1 1Jeirne, ndin.n ,·,crritOJ:r, 16Ji,. 

U) Alex _,lL.cl::ston, Octo bo 14, 19 r , L. L • .1-Fion o 
., re, v1-r, 300. lilllc rox, Jidr ll:., 1937, ibi ., ~~--·I, 

1,,, >J-1,,,(JG. 

-, 



• ' L.l d "ry Anne-'--4-,., G5 
.. <.,. - .. l, \J <.,.. 

L.g t .c :.='ollm·liL · years -t.hc :L\ J.ily c cnt nuch o i [ t,::. c .:_n 

'1.01 i , t-on u~ ilo 1)or-c c 1,c...s sc- ., in~ :...r:. tri i.J0 . .!. c.clc c...to. :3c-

to their :ccmch on tho Ar::0.1100.s. At ~,01..clal:c.. t:1oy buL: .. t '-'· 

ccrt~in to receive an ~n·itc.tion to spenl a few dLys ~, heir 

ho:ie, and ·::-,he Po-1:,c::.. lh ... rbch:..l'..cs ::.·.d u.:..ue rcput: .... :i.,'on.~6 L .. :-

.,;,u-:1 re,' .. ,.,n'·':l~-e Oin ·'·'11c l y '·r1'b l l".'lnc 1 Y)Q 
-- L. ,. l..,. _L,t,;;.:.'--J l, - -~~ l, (..,._ _ _ U .1. ~ ... -

jJ_ono of ldG o T1po.·:.:/1ctic unc.e s-~'-'-.c-., -

n of the fullbloods. 

( -
0 '0'Beirne, Inc~ian Territory, 161. 

Sc= tc '.~Jar 7, 1907. Uillic.r. Ack .. ir ?ortcr, 
nc.ic:.n-:-io·1eer ?i...:.1Jer~, LXI=:I, ;::19. 

7 l1 1 
,..., "U!:1}1 'Tl'O'' _t....,.,.t_v_c.;.._.,...,_ \,, 

2.l1llc. ... Y 7, ll_,'3u, 

66Ibid., 220. Joe M. Gr yoon, 0ejt~.~cr 24, l 37, 
"bic.., :.XX, 4-9-422. ::<J.tu t:i.llio.ns .c!:son, ;, .=.:}st 2 ..... , l 37, 
iuiu., ·:1-rII, 00. Lilc..hDentonLinclsoy, ;:;_._::..ch o, 93G, ..:..1J '., 

- C 1 . ~ ·-'.:..,I_V, 225. Gc.r::.. icl~ ·.iallcry to ~ ortcr, Soptc!.1L.,or .!.. , _uuv, _n-
tli n A chives, 29u 6. 



C·A.TER III 

'l' i:, CCHSTI1'1 "IGIJAr, (''i1RUGGLE 

The une::1s~r pe~·ce th· t iollo·wed the So.nds uprisin.z; 

ma e possible an or erly tribal electic1n in l' 75 for t .. 1e 

first tiLe since tl o Civil War. The conserv·1ti ve candidates, 

Lochar H· rjo an' Ward Coachman, .rere elected by substantial 

ma-· ori ties and ssum.ed off.:.ce on December 6 1-ri thm. t i cident o 

-t soon becci ,1e ap"9arent, hovmver, th. t all wo _ld not be i,,rell 

within the new ad.r. inistr tion. The Chief, illiter te and un-

familiar with const:i.tut:ional practices) leaned heavilv unon 
., .1. 

v1hite nd r ixed.-blood · dvisers viho foun it easy to profi 

from his confidence, and the ro.t·onc..l Council shortly: "ew 

· d d · of +J e exec·ut~v le·derst1i_p. 1 in epen on-c ;:,.1 ,. _ i . _ 

Pleo.S<.:nt Portc:r-, newly elect0d to t'1e Hous of _au·s, 

:Iclntosh and Davi M. ro lge, when the 1-'ltion·· l Co ncil r.1e-t. 

that, December. Sinr,e lb61, ·when a fed er 1 C011Ji1 · Sil... n h~ d s

tabli shcd t1e lo 0 itL1 te cl· ·r of the Layel Creeks for th ir 

Civil ·:1nr sacrifices at '.i>l, ,.·36,SJ0, tho Cr-ek go ornn nt h ~ 

pressed ·o its p11yi.:1ent. Althout .. h the d le.[~· tioi1 htl b • n 

1D bo, Ro· d to Disappe· -... ance, 21/i.-215. 
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. · 1oriz , l by th, )r vio n Council · o scttl this cl· iri, the 

,hi s· 1.r fit to c;r an xtra-1 .S'-1 rccoo;n-· tio·1 to Dr. J. B. G. 

Dixo as re1r0contativ of tte Loy-1 Creek~. 2 n thc·r r·rst 

eport of Decerb8r 27th regul r ole~atcs pr tested rainst 

__ e USl:.r .tion of their Ct 'thori ty nd r- ques-..:~c more do · · ni te 

i str 1.ctions. v· en Dixo rr·· ve in p-~ shinc;ton early t e 

.following Jan. ary, he prescn"· ed er denti -ls fror-1 Locha· 11c.r 

1nntl. out by one Jmnes 1:· 11iv.t!S · s pr· vate ecret ry, Jut the 

LJepart.r.11c11t of the Interior refuse i to recog· ize Dix n, and 

tl1e ree;ular delegntes obtained a statement fro;:1 the C_ ief to 

the In ::. . ~ :-)ffice made out b 'Iilliam ~c::.rviso: , pri v e secre

t ry, st ting that Dixo: 's rodentials 1.,;rero fo.,_ged.3 It w s 

pp.rent th&t the bewildered old Chief hc...d becom little more 

pmm in the hands of his advisers. Despi'·e Dixon's 

fn.ilu.re to achieve reco;~ni tion, the l)Osi t,ion of the rec .lar 

d.el.egcttes had been considerably weal· ned. 

Tte increas~nGlY evident inentit de of che ChieI as 

!:l constitution 1 executive nd the [,rowlnc _ ii t beti:iCen hi 

and the •1ational Council reached a crisi 1 te in 1876. A• .in, 

the situation involved Dr. D:ixon. 1'.1en t, e Council r s 

1 esolution c irectinc; thG Chief to report Dixm1 to t 1:; ,,,;en· 

2 bid., 217. Pa roll, Cre k ,·tionul onncil, oc·obm.--, 
l 'J 77, ur' iD.n Arc hi vcs, 32563. C ccote to D. 1· • Mcinto"'l , 
Porter, · nd .hod;~e, Decerbcr 1, 1 '-75, ibi ., 29/21. /,.' C n....;., 
1 ness., Sc ...... ;.ep. 127 , r:nrt 2, · J.)J n .:.x, 229-' 30. 

3Porte, Iod., en' D. 4•• r;c· 1t "'h to Loch r i·1···0, 
Dcconbcr 27, 1875, Ii in Archives, 2 72'). D o, Ho ... L 
Dior ;pe rai.'1.ce, 217. 
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.1 ar1 intru er for re o al, Loch r h r··o vetoed it. '' w me .s-

ire ,..,, .s p sse 1 o er is veto, b t still the Cl c 1·e ·used to 

c~rr J i - out. 'l'he Ho se of \·.I'.. rr:iors then ini· · ut. d imp cb.

ir. .nt procoe :Ln:,s, L "he ch- rees w-re sustcdnc ·. b/ tho .,.01.. e 

of rin=s on De eri1b .r 5 by a vote of twcnty-ci r; 1t to t ,:el vo. 

Pleasant Porter 1vl. s present c:.nd. voted for conviction. 4 

Durin~ the ren8.ininf!' three ye r of the t er-in i: rd 

Co chr11m , an honest nd capable admi·1.istrator, s r e as Prin

cip cl Chief .5 On December 9, 1876, Pleasant Por er, .: rte_ 

Harjo, d s~...r:mel Grayson were elected. elet;ates to Pc.shington 

with instructions to press .11 C:-eGk claims against the fed

eral government, to 1:mrk for an acceptable intruder lmr, .n 

to ne;~otiate, if possible, a settlement of ,he Seminole l.:1....YJ.d 

~uestion. 6 In Uashington, the deleg'- tioD s of ·1 11 the Ci vi

lized ~'ribes '"'1orked closely to 0 ether to further their conunon 

j_ terests and bee m.e knm,m ·,s t 1e 17Incian lob y. 11 '1heir ri

marJ interest w· s to hold t!-1 line "~·ainst any tte 1pt to 

alter t e stc. tt~ quo in the Indic..n 'i'erritor,r '-'-·1d to c ,~cinu

·-..lly vr£;e tr e [;Over ,'1ent to fulfil its tre· t o li;;at · ons 

1'Tit the various tribes. 7 

Libid., 221-222. 
C". 

J '2eirne, ~I=n..;;.;.;;.;.~ ____ r~v_, 342. Alic 
,. 'he Creek Indi.:1.1~ Cou Chroni cl 

XI ( cp~cJocr, 1933 , 
6 

far Co c .. 1 ' to Crc 1 Co . 
1, C.' Inc inn Ar CL. vcs, ~n720. (,, nc 1nr 
'.urJo, nd S' 1 •cl -r·11r, ., lJeccilb 9, 

to , Y 2 r 
1 7 --·, 

ooro et (., 1. to Creek · ntio· 1 L;ot 
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ochc.; 1· Inrjo, re1 win 6 to cco 0_ izc his re ova.l from 

of .'..'ice, i 0 n • _t,ly retired to · he ba.ck districts ..rh re he 

rnaent 1r ::in' rall·· ctl th ~ fu..llblooc s m d 

.,".~roes to hi, s mport. ... - rhe dis•iff c'.::.ed :1a.rt r bcr. to bQr-

rq;e the ndia Of fie e id.th illite:.--at-:c prot sts chargin[; ! t 

a 11rebell" mJ.nority he 1. seized control of tho tri al --:overn-

I 1 a letter to Chief 

Coac~- nai1 dated December JO, 1C76, th, dele 6 ate"' r )' rt~d, w:e 

are · nformed that Locher Har j has wr: tte· sev8r l CoL1t:1.micc -

tions h ·Te sett:L11g .forth his grievances, l ut ·th w f r th y 

have 6 .: ven us no trouble. He .ri11 hm·re er kGep · .tl. eye in 

·-11at direction. 118 

It was well that the deleeate~ ~ere on the aleru, for 

the cEuse of the depose· chief was soon to 

formidable combination of railroe.d interec-ts ... ...:.'1.d. lan --~;1~ao ers. 

T.; cinu the in-~ernal di sor ers of the Creek IlatL.,n s :::> oof of 

to for 'e t-'.1u cpening of t~ c Indian .lan .... to wh:.;_t sett2.eme.t t 

In u une of 1 j77 Daniel C. Finn, a Coff· yvillc, K·1ns .... , .::rc,..or

ne~?, arrive l at t skoec and U"' s soo.r1 in contc. ct 1-Ji th Loch"' r 

Octo er 12, 1:-,70, rc..iln u·c~1ivos, 2 755. D ,o, L.0·1 to n·s-
312. 

, 22:,i. Po 
, Dec me 

er, Znt 1c r ar · 
30, o'/;, u n 
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1.. "itten 1~ .ers m d protests "j_t;nod by Loch'- r ·1·· 1 jo :c-:: "C .. icf 

of t . - Cr eks 11 uorn recei vo by t e ndian Off i e. A 'Jill 

t'e1S th ,n intro uccd in Coiip;res~ y ... ,enator iJohn . In;a ls 

o. ..ems s 1.·rhic . vrould h'.Qv nroviuud .Lor the crea',ion of a 

t rri toriaJ. .,overnme 1t, alJ.ct.'. cnt of In tia..11 lands in several-

ty, 3.nd 0 ) · ni· n .,.. o .:'."' t- 11 Jf J.i:.:, J.. V.l. 

s1..1 1,.,ort Lgalls 1 '--r[;ument"" Finn p.rep')·ed petitic:s 1·rl h full

loo. a.. Irer;ro sie;natur !S as i-<~ for a _j_;_riai n ~r tne trib-

'-1 f"ncls ~nd the crno.t ·· on of so par at a lo-:/ u. nd r,~bol C::ceek 
, 0 fe.<Jd 

~O\ errn:.1e_1 ts • ..!.. 'l'he J.d f:.1ed w .s .gc.i.n aci ated c'....nd .r- :r " 

ti"" e it looke as :i.f -:inotlier insurrecti n uc-:.s i· _ the 11 uc:i : .... .:;. 

Fortunately, t e in..: lt .. ence o:... tr~e del.e ;ates ~;-, · s· fficient 

to for t2.ll the P' ssage of the Ingalls bill) n on December 17, 

lo77, S cret:.r·1 of t:ie Interior Carl Jcr..1.rz rendered a ..::Gci-

sion ~us"'vaining t! e impeach::icnt of Lochur Harjo, dis2.DD ·ovin.~ 
.,_ - -

th lan f::>r i vidin _ the tribe, -nd - 1.t .. or1.zin; t,,_ e r 1t o r-1 

of inn from t.he Indi.?.n "'crritory. 11 

In Dec 8. ber of 1.s77 John E. ,.;oore join3 :l. .... 1 ...,r e~ 

dele.31.tion bri.r·.gin,: 1. · th : .. im L struc ·,.~o .ts for 0,1 ,:i.rr cd op-

::_;osition to nny n' ,,~ 8"' i·n ... ri''o,....J "" 0'"'S 12 
V ~--'1-..J.---' ~ L,, .J<--•-· V JLJ.\.l • • 'l'h nr ss1_;..re for 

9Dcbo, Road to Dis~p c ranee, 223. 

lOTbid. Comrnissio.1 r of ::=i < i n r~fJ.' ir v, / 11.11 · .. I~c1 ort, 
1~76 , :;, i - xiii e 

11 Deb , !to··.1_ to Dis, 1 e, 1 tuce, 2:.2h-::..~~J. 
12 st· ~G ,1en+- of scrvj c0.i:-, Cr k : t.,io 1 Go.-

:1, 1 •• , I 1 'i c 1.i.ve•·, 301 u3. s n • 
• /Jh, 207. 
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this tir,,0 ._;:.rowr. so pOT er .. ul 

c~-Lplt, wtlc n.kill E,Ld to t'Tu.st.cr 8,11 r)OtJ0ibl snr\ 01 ·~ to a· n-

i~s 0~12 stEc and he cdnfessed hims~lf too muc~ i~cline to-
. "' 

1:·~rc:-rc..C)h :,"·.c:.tcme_~-cs and i1.:x-.. _s·v0 f:'.ctio::- .• .J CE1:,,.. tirJe 2nd 

::o o·a so i.m 

2s c~ c:,irman be[:;an 2,11 investi.c;ation of corr·u·1t.ion ,-rit .. :L:1:1 t.l:e 

Indian rovern...-Y1E..nJ-,s · .. nr1 of the possib:i.lit-'i_£s .... or the rE.a-~im. 
~ -

leadin[:: members of t.he n _tionnl ,ou.1. cil •1 5 

atte. ded a. public lect re on the ·!Io oc 1:s.r, t~~en t of 

;:reat interest thrm-chout th entire te· ritory. Aft.er t. e 

011. Uc • 
,..,, 
( I, .• 
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i l n h0a. od i SCl'.DSi.O 1 c Lri1 g w .. : • c __ 

i' "to e_ Cl[' j_r,, "(riv- ,-te C.Yl a1: ny of Co • Lnd1 e . hou

·-.nc n i,::,._ s a d I could c,efy one ·· 12.i:m vl: · tee 1'11 

co-1 · cl rable oc'.3 toric.t.l co, -n r_t c.' ot-t tl: de. YJ._:_-ers '.)f n , pric-

';:' cr:r·i tory. th, mixed-

blood C erokee who w, .. :.s n ,1 1 one cf the foremost ~ r~itc::tors for 

arrito_'i _ r:o ·er11.111::..nt, ma 'e 9 .. 0ckjng reply-, "Portor 'lnd . 

• } Aclc.ir [I r:::>ii1ine:. .. ~ Ch0rol:ee] • • • 

J lthou2;}1 the 1n ::.an delegati.01 s -r:r-e constantly 

ttendance upon the nesoions of th 0 Pf tt nrson ir ql·.iry, •r ;oost-

er 11 o.gitnt rs. esnecinllv Boudinot, , • w 

-, 1 
.\ 0---

·.1:. t .,ee acco:11panicc't by ,,.en tor Lnf2..yette P. GrovGr of Ore.son 

l efor0 r;or; 1i. t tee, C ii ef Co· ch..11· c ... llo 

ner__;ot_;_atod in rettirn or th rivi-

le,:cf' Lo U e _;_nsu cent lc~u. 1 rs. Po tcr, lo 1,.,0, an . G o r- \I. 

r, Cho ct w ·1 ti n) · 
,·s, r n,.,to1 Lj t · 1. ( 

'11 · · . l. • 
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ti h □ i er np ointc to : er re<-ent t~1e tribe cf ore the 

~i"itin~ se ~tors. 1 

c the rluskor;ee he rin.::;s Lege n thc1t 1 o c,nbcr, 

ou inot hi self 1"1as 01 h ·· nd to present a...r1 el bor tc rcu.m.e_1t 

to rove th t the In i ~s really desir• territori 1 co·e ~ 

ment. m1 e Cre k representative sur:1.10_ ted by till. o.m _ • __ c:L. ~ , 

• !. C. Du can, i1lilli 11 P. Poss, .--1c Dr1 iel H. Ross of .,__he 

Cherokee : ation steadfastly reiterc..ted their adherence to t e 

treaties, their opposition to lJrotment, n their conviction 

tha·t they should retain possession of their lands. 19 r.,_ ere 

i·ras nothin. 17 L any of the testimony presen.::,ed to r -fute the 

essential i._te ri ty of the Creek covern.ment. L s i tc of 

this evi ence, however, the report of the subcommittc recom

mende tha.t the In ians should be made Unite St tes citizens, 

·the an official delc .. >ate from the Okrnulc;ee o· ncil e s · te 

i Con res, and that the full jurisdictio of the fe er l 

courts should be extended over the territory. t did not 

recor - end territorial orrranizatio for t e tinG bei -C• A 

ill incorpor .,_ inr.: t_1ese p ovi slons wns co c :rrc 1 ly · ntr 

20 uced. 

1 (\ 
uCoachnan to Cree' ational Council, Octa 

l[//L, Indian Arclli vcs, 29756, 2975 • orte1 , r:o 
~r 2, 2/i., 

, d 
' •t_ hrnn to Creek 1, • tivn Council, Dec mbc , 1~7 , 

30393. l;-5 Con":-, 3 ..,ess., en. n. c?• 14, l-l.1-40. 

b·' • , h,l4- -73Lr• ·)roccedi 1~s, c 1.t. 

g~t· c~ 1ittoo, Vinita, Cherokee. ~tion, 
1-:o ..,cc, Crc !"l~ion, . ovc .b r l&, lu 

2 7~9. 

r 
A 

ibid., 

• 

I"'/ • 

I ' 



he de th of Loch~r xjo the ollow· 5 • b 

tended to dct the internal is .ffoction, 1d in his <,;;;. !lU l 

report of 1&78 Com1.1i0sioner of Indi • n Affair'"" E. 1 • I~·· ..,oin -

cd o t the conn ction b t ,reen tl e tcrritori s heme"' ru d land 

p Ct la.tio:n 11 protcste l e_; inst the proposed "spo irtiOl

the Tn i - • " 21 'l'he d lega--,es worl:e feverishly durine; the 

187'···-1 79 cssion of Concress in old .. ne: s 1pport from o..11 s c

tions of the count y. W 1e_ Congress c1 jour·1- d they repor e 

c~_ectivc opposition tot. territorial bil s, a -11 ,o m~k 

tle _ndi 1s. United Sc·tes cit'zcns, a bill to tr~ sf.r tie 

__ dia.n O..:..:ice to the "t:ar - epartment, a bill o ci ·e the ~·· e 

Civilized Tribes repres nt tio in Congr ss, 

judici 1 district in t~e Indian Territory, 

bill to cre\. .. :ce 

ill to 

enable India..."l'ls to sue in the United St _tes Court of Cl irr1s·. 

'i'hcy also report d that progress lr d been I a.d in tho scttl -

nent 01 t e Creek orphan .nd Loy 1 Creek l_ims. 22 

_he initial rumbl:i.nr;s of neu ·e,err·· t l"ial scl.c e 

h d 1 . 1'"'7 '. trere car ate _1 On DeceLber 3 t1e cl~ t por 

ed, n- t is rur.1orcd that n part of their pl ir to t 1r V! ten 

th0i ... -.:;•1n adventurers into the crritory an inc· te 

21C . . f - ct· ~ f o. 1 isc101 or o· 1n J.L.n 1. · irs, 
vi·i. 

con 1·ct, 

Council, 
to 
.t 
. ' 
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in the lope of brin ins ubout the o cnin~ of tle territory 

in . an er simil r to ·he 1 ck ills outr L ; t ·· ... ·.., o 1 

rw:ior-- re ope it s no foundation, b t it Till be ·well 

to be on the '-lert." 23 

On Febru ry 17, 1 '79, Elias C. ou inot Jt1bli d 

article · n t e Chicago mi .,es in whicL he mo.de th clai.. th-t 

nearly all oft el nds ced d y t e Creeks, Se. inoles, 

Chocto.ws, ar.d Chickasaws in 1866 upon which other tribes h d 

not been located were rig.tfully open to the public for occ -

at:lon ·1der the federal homestead laws. 'his rti.cle was 

reprin ed e.tensively y other newspapers and soon~ formi

dable "boor:ier 17 moveme1 t f r the settleme t of these nun ssicned 

lands" 1rras .nder way. Under the leadership of C. C. C rpe .ter, 

prep-ratio:is were made on the border of '-C·.nsas fo1"' in•p si 

in force. 24 he Indi · ns became gr atly al rmed nd peti .. i :1ed 

t o t,·overnmcnt to prove .t the impendin encroncl ent. -n 

\Jashingto 1 the dele ;c tions 1rrorke 1 r xiousl · to i1 ce ·'·'1e 

d fort_ • 6overnme t to move. 25 Excited rumors flew· .c,. 

!or. reached Ok ulgee thut Plea· nt Porter h· COI:1€ SO OV r-

rgu1ent ovor the natter th the had str c one 

23 Stidh , , Portor, r od 1 e to Co· · 1, Decor. 
1878, lndiD.n rc1ivos, 297 3. 

24i.., Con.[;., 1 r;c,...s., S n. • Doc. 20, ~-5, 7-1 , 
21. h9 Con,·., 1 oss., Sm •• Oi)• 12'/8, pL-rt 2, .. di , 

1 -
• 

~-6 
I i,..t 

' - ' . 
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0 th _n i .,., ... . On April 26 Pr ·•i 

Rut_ r ... ord • _r y ,r; lssued 

th t the I. _i•n 1~ s were not open for ~ ttlouent un a~at·n 

t!l t th In: i dn int crcm.: rs· laws wo be strictly onfo ced. 7 

~hortly af··· rw rds, 

enter t. e r· 'i· '.i.'erritory Irorn ~ ansas e1.n l Here tu nee 'c ck 

b the milit ~y. 26 

At the call of Chief Charles Thompson of the Cherokees 

. special intertr· bal council net at Euf· ula on I.f3.y 27, 1''79, 

t.o consi er steps that sho1;.1d be taken i!.1. the face of tl is 

new threat to the Indian nations~ Delegates of the Fie 

ribes ru d of the Sac and Fox were present. 29 As leader of 

the Creek deleGation Pleasant Portor elped frame 

denouncing the ''boor! ers 0 in scci.thinc, l.: .... ngt -ge. 

:cesoluti0.: 

D~ubtless the ~iserable conspiracy recently deve o ed 
to seize the so called 11ceded _. nds" ·uas un,·ert _err w::.th the 
expectation t_ ,. t t e .Lndians of the 'l'erri to1w, woul b · a-1..-m' 
into submiscion or orov ked to such ·cts of resista c s 
wou.ld mo.kc imporcti ve the interference of oth the ci il - · d 
mili t · ry brm ches of the covernment. r:,he r:io cment 1':as to e 
but tho lr itial step ·n overrunninc an s 0 iz"nc y fr"uc O:;."" 

26 . ayt to s ·i h n, ·)o ter, an. Io .ce, :ebruar., 1, lL 9, 
_ndion Archiv s, 309Lr \ S+-i :1c:rrn, Porter, n Ilods, to Co"'c .. J!:'1 , 

. br ary 15, 1879, i :Jid., 2 767. "'iooro .£!'._ al. to • • 
.. )attorson, 1,:arch 29, 1 ··79, ibi • , 17666. Co.:::i.clun • to U. W. 
La r;, "10.rch 7, 1879, i oid. , 297 u .. 

2746 Con~., 1 se~s., Son. E. Doc. 2 , 1-2. 

I od:_,o, .:.tnd 'ti ,hnm to Cr ck 
nli~n Archiv ~, 30393 •. o 

I) t 1-) •.,)J;) 11 i::, 32,. 

1 .• 
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· iolc}_ce t.10 ontiro err·· t '.J..'J. InGtl ; tc by t:10 wor,..t cluss 
of ::.-• c_1turcrv, acco-)ted Ly iCLOrc.~ t upes '.nd G .. J ·1.u 0 su C:C? ~-
1 upon tl o pco_le of the 'l'e_ritory, t_1is 1 inr, ... tiv:!:lir [s·c] 0f 
t.10 ou1 t_ J tlsc:;_ t _,e c nscc:1.,,onces of · __ c mvst ,~cr:.:.ouo a:~ 
f·1r _ C"' ._::.1 c cL .. : .. rac· er .nd i.;hich werG avo!'ted fr,_.n ~ ... ilt ~ .... ~ct 
i:1. ocoL ~. -· 1, , b, tl:o decide l u.nd · 1~0 apt t .. ctior~ f t:.c EJ~cc :
t.i ve e · r.rt....n.e_ t of tho L re nment. 3 

'l'ho convention further µot:i. t..:.oned Con:::;2.~css to )re

scribc e ..... fcctive p · i alties 0-go.inst. any further iTLvas:..ons of 

,. ,.c In i--= 1 coun ry. 31 A second counc.:.. vm.o ;·_o l' .:,!·~ (; [(;_ ou-L, 

in~; uly l t Euf'='..ula nt which it W'1S 'ec.Lded to ere te a 

perr cinent intert:r:1. al cot·ncil i.·rith am ·.l rwe'e,incs.3 2 Con

riLced that, fol" ·he time bei 1g ~ t least, the fodijr 1 co e:ci.:-

me.t intend d to uphol' its t.re&ty 
, . . 

00 ig tions :n thee· fore -

nent 0.1. the intercourse laws, ·, ~0 Creek:::; mv do pi.~ p· .re t.ions 

for n last ditch stan gainst the Gver 

the homesteaders r nd laJ. specu ators. 

lem of ::.ntrusion within Croek ··1atianal boun '8.ries becc . e 5 r-

io s. 1.T'ch littl.J ··o h · .. der thm1, 1 m·relco:10 s ttlcrs r::10- ed 

in to est,..,blish :f~.rin and r·u.. ch "l omesteadsn on ., eel: lL.71 · ~ 

tlhitc traders, })OSt,cJ_ n1ploycw ... , r9.ilro"l 1 e , <..1 otL.ers l'--41,;-

ft1_11·, .r-csideu-c \-· it.1:l.11 t. ·'"' Croek I rttion al""o be ·· n to ovorst p 

c .c ou els of t. ei · res' dcmco p _ .its to en[/\.-, o o-.l r L1 ~e· 1 

Tl e 1 nhar: ~ red c:_ploita, · on o Cre~. · tin, r 1 nm:.rc .s b - in-

trutli ! , rhi t.os .. f' ,.,, · 1 ·ic ~cd boo 

3l bi 1. 

la 1 tortr· i)' Co 11 • 1, ul, 1 I 

' t 
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·'-1·· f ~c.; r1.. sed m 1ch co_ c0rn. "he Cree s contill ·ed to r si' 1j 

wh:Lt - i ni r•r-1t1· on i--G . -, ut m, r th xi,:iting i:i,:cercourse 1- ifs 

~-l fe er·il L,OV,;- !ll!l~Ht \J·-,s alone rcsponsi le for thv rcmov l 

o intru E.:-r...,. All .~he Creek ... uthorities could d 1Tc.s to 

report th . no .ms of ul ~ u.c-ho.r·ized resi lents to the · t;cnt, an.d 

·-,ne act 1 l process of re ov~l •vffts sc curnbersor-rn that i - was 

co~pletely ineff0ctive in pr~ctice.33 

The election cf 1C79 w·s very clcse race L,etwce:n. 

Chi. ~f Coachm n, who hc·d been nomin. ted for :reelection b·· the 

conse v ti ve Jius .. cogee P rty, a.nd t,he former cnief Sani 'el 

C.ecote, the ca:ndiuute of the -oro;"resui v ._, Eat.ion 1 Connti tu-- ,.., 

tio!1v.l P r_. y. Since neither c -:ndidnte r c .,ivetl a . ajo:rity 

of the popular vote, the t::1ection was decided by the Ir· tiox 1 

Council in f·vor o~ Checote. Accordin 0 ly, on D cember , 1G7, 

arauel Checote once ar.;a:Ln assw .. ed. the lea ershi:) of t._e peo~)l 

he ad served so ably int_ e past. leas~nt Porter w~s e~ect-

ed President of the House of Kings .d w s chosen, once E~ in, 

to serve on the deler:~tion to TJashinE;ton.34 

over w at. h ~ boli ov d to be an "unf'c. ir count, n V:· :td C ach _. n 

Indi n A1c1iven, 30Llla. 

33 1: ... yt to Stidhd.r:1, Por· or, and Ho ~: , Fob 
ib~.d. 309-:-&. Prrt r :nd ! o ·e to, ,1m,-l :3rtdl , !. V"m~)cr 29, 
i~79, 'ibic.., 297:·1. Cherokee Advocate, ul 11, loult• C mri.:.. -
'"'::.on r of L _ :_;_D.11 J\f 'oirs, j\.nr~.nl. ; OP~,,-•t, lu~,c 9~ ~ .. ..1' ~l, 1U 1 ; 

1 . u2, ' -91; 1 itJ3, '.)u-<)L; lvL5, 10 ·, lOL; luu6, . , -1 l., • 

34Acts, Cr...,.,k iia·ion 1 Coun<:il, Dccomb r 17, 1879, 
c.L,n rchi e:s, 2'/'/ 17, 2')7 ;, ~Yiu. D ".J, h.O[ ~-- 1)'s _-

,..,, 'l CO, '1..L,.6-2/+u• 
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~cccpt.cd I.is cfc~t cmd contin too v t_ c consti ut: n~i 

~ovcrrunent s 1 e bcr of tribal ele.:;at on.35 

nlikc - 1 ,ir c· Hdidate, the d:l.e_ ar l cor..s jrvati ven 

re .... ir ,d crce "c.'.,c.·::..n to the bac..k dj strict.;:;, to ·0 011:. L1 o_ po'"'· tio 

"'1.: eel the le2.dership f thi"' f ction u on the tl~ th of .woe c...r 

.a.r o. Althouch.the secret fullblood councils eld during 

the succeedinc ;nonths at Nuyaka S .u _ e, . council cro .. d a

cross t_e Deep Fork River west of Oknulgee nr-> r the pres nt 

t.o m of Y uyaka, an i the constant ru.mo~ s of n approc: chins 

inf'urroction boded il.l for the futu,re, th, .:10w administration 

started off smoothly. Pl eP .. sant Port r 't:i th th othe-

with j_nstructions ~o press all tribal claims 2d to 1es:st - 1 

r .... ter"n-'-,, .,__o Jtr-,·r· t'J~_,!~ ex.1· ~ti"nut" -t·.e:...,urn ·.Ln. t-._._e· T_,·1d1_·" cl', .. ;1~11.,;:, t, r: •. ~- ., - • - u. - _ = _ .. .t
1 crri tor • 

Chief Checote w~s par-~cularlJ i1teres· d :n sec·ri_: closer 

fed 8rR.l. cooperation in t 0 remov·-1 of intrt .crs bot~1 i 1 tLe 

Creek oti.on and in the cede . 1·· nds to t_ e vc. t. 3 

K rl, in 18C0 1 ord t at a new ottemp to inva t, e 

Incli,. n Territory uas beinc; orr;,1ni ze in Sou.thorn ·- .1s0.-, 

.. .-ort r, 
Archiv s, 

cl 

L..ll 

to ·11 

\,O ,...11 ·cor.e , 

36D ho, Roal to · c~, 26~, 7 • . ohn D. 
,.:oscrve, uchiof i.JpcirL,~c .i.~ of .. , X L ·u· 1 

1?32), c., l-5Fj. t, r ,8 l,ou11cil, r 17, 1 ' 9, 
lrcli"'"' • .A v ·s, 29 cot ·o 'o , 

• i • D 1, ) C ~ , 1 l). • , J . 30 • 
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C • .r 
- .L ' 

pan our country fr~ :.r ,., ... .-. rt _ .......... _......,'-••,).. ~ oultl t~is c c~r ••• we 

''7 would be lostel!.) 'he com,)ined tr:L bal c llcd 

f 

u ,...nth(~ ~ove:c~ ·1er::~ to prevent the proposoc' m·s.J -· tr sion, 

nd on Febru· ry 12 President Huy~ issued g second proclrme

·ioL prohibitinr; the ~:3ettlement of any lan,.s wi.thi.n tl e ?1-

c.i an Terri·vory .. 3B B.. prompt actj_o.n :i.n the :c ·moval o n oon rn 

p :rtit:s the governrnent managed to f0rstall an. m jor in r sion 

of t e Indi-:,• __ erritor} for the time being, b t e orga1ized 

pressures for t_. e opening of the terr· tory grev,1 s~ron__,er ,_ ont!1 

by month.39 

JJeo.ntime, new bills for the cre:.":\.tio~ of a. rer;ul&.r 

territori~l uovor~cPn, to t1~nsfo: t~e I di~ ffic. to tle 

lTar Departm _t, to c. l ot tribal L nd .. , in se rero.lty, m to 

extend the crimin°l end civil jurisd:Lc-ion of nite 

States courts over the In ian 1'erritor. ·{ere constm tl., 

bro r:=h fo:<"vmrd in Con::ress. Vi, 1 c,' ill .'.lYl v· cor " 1e tr i .::i..l 

37 Port,or ancl [od,;e to Chccote, 

".) (' 

,.)"conr ~-nsion ,r of I1i.dian Af 

... cx-xxi. Gi ·tin'·,cr, fo.ci1' -.:0n _p1' th 
Jl7, 124-125, 147-156, lo'-~ b. 4 
1'-7{~, ,.Jc:irt 2, a,.;,.J ·nd:1. , bO- c;. 

,.,,... 
. 'lbi j., 33-.3l1-• 

·nun.r ] ., l >-. .) , oU, ibi ., 
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b01·der citiL'.. "r..s of the UnitE- • • • u.CtL. · 1 

c:"1·•., • l'11·d-·p'"1r·,··es n ( J. ..,. -.. U\J • 

"o_·war_ cl to the ·elep'ates 1:·:ho tn turn prese~1tecl it to +h. 

1r0Ri Gnt; ~ to Concress.4 1 

t-.r1e ·::et11-.,c..,r ........ -- _.,_ .L"' _.,_ .f Co 1 re::is 

tm.rard tne .Lnd.ic..n c:.a:..ms > Delegates Portor ·md. I·Io<i.;e .1:· tu.. ·ned 

to Olr..rru.lr"ee in Ilc..rch to confer with Gh:Ltf c_ ecotc. L;,'"' Por .er, 

howeYcr, vr&.s skepticr,1 of the new t ·~rn of events. 

°L'.e effort. t0 open l'..p t!.c In .. ,ir .. ..:. Cm:nty,v· t· sottle
ent heretofore has bcoL ·made without regard to th L terest 

l1.!'1C. vo:i..co cf the l'O:::se<:')"'or~ -::.1f th1::, so~:.J., bv securiL;; c0n. · "8 s-
ional legisl tion· mLnif estl in the interest of . lro · ~ le.~ 

·1:•nrd·c-, +-,-c, Co""1""l':--Y'f">-i!"1 •1r-•-.,...::.nc'"1r,,; 0 r:·1· r<:!.!C] ('-1° 1,,•ec•tc,z•1 ·01 ;,:,i··-,ess --•v..J, v .. J.'- L.J_....., __ ..., __ .__t,.:: J..L..,&....,.-...l...L.'-1"-,L-•V .,,...;_,. -.J w .. t."""J ~ ...... ~..:> .. 

~ities, an· the politic l specu.l tion schGm.s of a few 
11 nprinci9lod .'...:.(:. Vel'lJ-ures [.§i.s. J. ~]-is h~ 0 b .,c e SC tl.o JUuhl 
kno-w:.t1 to the public o.n tl e rJor sentirne. t of the co ntry so 

.,,, ,,..., ; >''l(ll'"' . ,....,.,1· 1"1 C.... ; .... t r + '"J. C cc,r:t.! .. ,, c:;,, C ~ ,,.r1· l l , -irdl r ·o h~ ,., _ 
_ .,__.....,_.~ _ _;,. v ,>\.,.,l. ·--UV -~V .... ~v .... ...., • ., . -· ~ _1 ... v.~ ,t 1.: .. ·- .. J. ... "" . ~£.J 

arded y a -Y• 'he [nevr] pl· of op·)eratio s [sic] it is 
...... 1, '.'!'!. ·•·ill b-- +-c., m"'l"e f'-•-innde of' •·h,,:. ,-11'ir-r1< .· • 1..,.!0l1.E_,~."C, • • • 1,J ___ ,,- v ''-•·· _.._ __ 1.;,~~ o - 1.,_.,_,::; -· O._c .. ~>, c.- .. , 

c terinc; to their cupidity and v nity, in plqiner uords, y 
t . .r• .1ce of ca:::;h ~.~d ·, c.vi sl promi ,es of 'J1 "incss .:.:i.. 1d poli -ic~l 
possi ')ili ti ,, , . er.nr t .. e:Lr n.ssont ·-o coo per te [_:__.] • • • 

----~------------·----

< l 
1 

c to C 1 cot , ~:.· rel 2] , ~ 1 • I... 
, , 
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t.,,~ In u- _ r._ e ... ito_ ilnd p ,r:fccti:;.1 0 ... :J.c ..,_~~ ~ 
_ . _ ~..... wo 1ld. contcr~j)lD..t? "'ec 1rL.c; t?e coutrol o 

: . .kV£-::..,'...!. , 1.1 ~:i., __ C _ 1_,_ c-1. s -'.1lld ,0£..L,1 tt.re...,. "!. u c&n 10 1 
u • erst n t 1e eifect, s 1 u.ld J. GouJ.J. ·rnL; ·· 1 ud · i • • • sol -
• - .. \. n .,-,")- .• '.l - ,a •• ..,.,.· ..... c·1,··· ·pv•o ] ""-r.1 ~:r-it1~ "-he, ~ - .. , .,..,.. ""UP .,,,.•. [s' c1 ·-•u l:l V •.. • \.,.t., •• ,ll . l:.!.i..J. •• I.J' J .... o .. v,. ,,_ •• I., ..:.; ~-·, <..-\.,.o\J '-' - IJ.,., !;._ 

e,;.~se. t of ·· ll the artj_ _ in i:t!.t rest. ,., 1i aay b , r -::· -
E:tl -.- l ~1 t[) :3fr::.1 :U.i .,_-;,-= , yet ·i., 10 1.-~:-:.s) 10 o,:;..' ''.1~ us 
not to let our vi~ilance slce·) tlt~ .ssurod.4j 

Det•inel at ~e l~cc by the illness of is wi~e, P rtor 

traveled bac. to Washington earl.{ :i.n the mi.mmcr of lo o.4L>,, 

'Jef ore 1·et1::i."'1 ini ;_,o Gl •11 lge Lh · t JD.l, t w del cat es worked 

unsuccessfull to secure ·hep ssage of me .su·es inv lidnt::.n~ 

the cond'tioncl railro d brants in the I 1dian Territor~ und 

prohibiting the settlement of any mor 1 tribes non the ede 

l ~'"ds 45 C:....a..1- • 

he following October Porter ·nd Hodge w re reelected 

to represent the tribe in t; shington, and :'.:'arm I 
I b' Coactmcn was chose1 to coaplete the delegation. 

chief t'ar 

ltrr • iri' 1,.... 
t'_ - - " •o 

at ~:lashingto 1 on Decc□ber 7 tl e delee;·-tes ·oi ed 1:.rit .• tl c 

reDrescnt tives of ~he other Civil:zc1 '·i 1 es ~n 1 t·em 1 

to · nvalidate the lnnd grant of ·he A.tl ntic , nd Pacific Po..il

road hie vms · t th--t tim prepo.rin . t,) be::;in o:1st1 1ct::..or 

fron Vinita across the Ch-rokec border to point ~ _r E u r 

·-----·-------
9, lG, 

29Gll. 
J ' 

'-l-•t.:0d,, to C, cote, Jt:.ne 5, 1B80, ibid., 

~ ... eoJ: . • ... iop,:-,7_ ~ 1 n iJ. , ··.n ,1' 19, lobO, 
.ct,) Crc-..:c,. l· t,io · 1 Co1 1 · 1, '> 'to ~r, l t> , 



r 

L~ 1, on the C na in 

cor_ c of - ~1 Cr ok ·, 'tio and thonc on to auor _·· 0 0 
l,,7 

h'-'t tl o elec"'.lt r cGivc t_ at t_ G 

iu.11 e ~. . .. _1ad been destroyed by fir !.,,8 'i:i tL the 1. s •lSSJ.Ol'l • 

1ce o,., 1\.1:i.ce "-i. 1 obertson, t 10n an employe the 

Indi Of "ice, they secured fror 1 Co gress -: propri ".tio 

of ·ive thousand dollars to .i. i~ rebuild~ 1~ tle sc 001.49 
<..> 

Lc.~ter thc.:.t year . conve tion was called by Chief Checote at 

i.,rhich it was decide . to rebuil · tl e school 1ot at Tullahussee, 

t,L C in the heart of t 1e Jer-ro district, but i__ a LC l -~ 

neiglbor_ood.50 Accordingly, the new school ~as con tructea 

-r the Porter home at Ue lL a c.t a cost of some tFenty-f·ve 

thousan dollar, an ·the Tullahassee sc ool ras reconstruct d 

as a bo rding school for ·e 0 ro children.5 1 

A 6overnnent survey in 1871 1ad reve .led t 1 ·rt after 

the C · vil .rar larce u ber of Seminoles h been settled on 

47D. ~. ushy ead et i. to the Congress o 'he 1i 
States, January 26, H.Ul, orcrnan ollectio-1, . XiIII, 43. 
Forer.1an, Histor - of Oklv. oma, 174-ltO, 231-~32. 

48 . . Porter, .odE.,e, an Co chm!ln to Chee to, -
1 '-bl, In'ian Archives, 29824. 

my 7, 

49 co ch.1M, Porter, 
18&1, ibid., 30 46. Portor 
loGl, Ro ertson Letters. D 

50Por or LJid Concl . 
n ·a rchi cs, 290 L. 

51
1. C. Po 

15, lt: J2, >J. • , 9 
Cn 1 ctlo l_, 37 

1, lL--
2.,,, J. 

,-nd Hod""c to Chee ru 11., 

to "ir s • • A l' r- 1 , 
bo, oad to ________ , 255, 21 • 

Cl 1 ·r· to 1ecote, ccou or , 1 1, 

on t 
c-, 

' 
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C ,. l· n l. ~t fir...,t th Creelrs ha ·efunc to c o .., 11 

110 "tr· i questio nJ.thouc;h tho e · nol s co 1t·· u d to 

live there under their Ow'TI govcrru e t. Lu er, the Creeks 

de1 anded compens t'on for the lost territory. In co pli c 

1:rit.1 nn c of the N· tio al Council, Oc - ber 19, l b , the 

delo Qte3 negotiated i agreement, signed on Febru_r, 14, l 1, 

by which the .:.. eder 1 covernment undertook to pc:y tr e tr~ be 

for one hundr d and seventy-five tho 3and acre of 1 d a ... 

the rate cf one doll r c1.cr 52 • 
1 ough Co: 6ress r use 

tor tify thi greement, the Cor. 'issioner of · ndian ff airs 

declare his intention of reGtb.ittinc it the followin 6 e • 

'he delegates successfully opposed a 1e sure to llo the 

lm ds of the Ute0 and Peorias ir.. severalty ' d wor -:::ed to 

set_tle the Seminole land controvercy · 1d o sec re payment of 

t ..., old Creek orpl an claim. 171he proceeds _ or the sale of 

53 

·the E 0t -rn land::; reserved for the tribal orphans by the "'r ty 

of 1832 had been diverted to other pir os s by the o ru~1ent, 

a:1.d the ~ em 1d of t 1ese "orphans" <.t d t eir descende ts for 

restitution was a 1ajor ob·ective of the tribal 

52 e inolc L A recment, Febr r lL1-, 1 ~n · '-n 
Archives, 2 \25. Coachm n, !"'ortor, an . · 10 

Febr.ary 14, ldol 1 ,,ibig. 396~6. l. ~ic 
d to Cl te, 
t ci d 

Po ter . ecenber 1-,.,J; I , bid •. , 3066.J. 
dinn A f irn,, -u 1 R port, 1 82, 59. 

5
,, 
Jpr•lcc 

29 ./"'?. Port er, 
, 1 . f;l , i b . d. , 

to Checoto, J ly 29, 1&81, ·n 
Coac' .1 , .... nd ·· . o. 1'l11 le to 
2983 • 

54 0 or 
' ob r 2, 1 · 1; 

od · iow 1 C 

-:--



4 

0 t 1 ·1tional Council rocon cne i Oct bcr of 

1181 _ort rand were ~-in chose_ iele3·te~ for th 

next e..,Bion of Con:sress. T ey wore instructe "Lo worl: par

ticularly for the ratificatio __ o tr..e Se. Lwle la d greer.ien"'t 

of February 14, l fSl, and, ir. pos...,iblo, to 1reve t t e re

posed construction of the Atlantic and Pacific Ra·1ro d acroso 

t_ie Cr ek co _ntry.55 In presentin['.; their protest th del -

r;ates claimed that since the proposed ra· lroad vmuld cross 

t .e no· thern Creel· boundary it could not be co1 s rued to be 

the east-west line authorized by the Treaty of 1866. "his 

view· l'l s endorsed by the dclec;ations of, the other Civilized 

.,,ribes in a joint declaration, but in March of 1882 °ecretary 

oft e Interior S. J. Kirkwood ru.l d that the Atla tic and 

Pacific extension would be considered the east-west r il o d 

u_J.der the 1..1erms of the treaty. 56 

In n atte~pt to control the great _e· s c·ttle drives 

11.--vhich were :noving c..Cross their country d· rL s that p riod, the 

~;atio 1 1 Council p scd on October 27, 1381, - of ten 
,... 

cents n head on all ca.ttle driven hrou,h the C ck - tio. 

55c ecoto to Coachman and ~o 
2J, ltltl, "bid., 29 36, 298J9. Co c 

ovembcr 24, Decc~b r 
nd or~ r to C c te, 

January 19, 1&82, ibid. , 296l:,5. 

56Porter ~l d Co l man to s. J. I irl uoo , 
1 t2 ilJi • , J57J2. l'o tcr to C ccte, 1! , .... uo,_, 
2JJ6'. C1 cote to orter, April&, 1 __ 2 
.0 ,..,,.., ct 1. t tLL Co ; ~ s of th lJn 

ltu2, - 01"01,1an Colle tion, L. - \.V• I, 4 
L_, .) > r r, nc , ?(.O. 

57 rt r .,. 27, I 

• 
6, 

4, 



85 

c a··tempts of th Cr l to.: collectors to en orcc t is 1 ,.r, 
hoFever, hud b·en o- rrulled b Utlio~ A:,e_t Joh1 Q. ~uft · o 

10 1.1. ds thut the ""ndi· n [;ovcrnme ts di not l · the 

a tho: ity to lev:,,· such 1: ta] • 5 n ,J s 1ine;ton Pl ca.sant _ o er 

1:m.s abl to obtain c favor' ble rulin[; from ommissione of 

L-d~.e.21 A '"'fair"' . .:. • P ice Hho ·vvrote the ~;ent OL J ·· e 9, 1C82, 

~1:..st11.1.cting b.ir to 1 equire all drovers to co1 f o . to the 

Creel: lu.--w.59 T_1is rulin: was later invalidat d by . decision 

of Judge - s .c:.c C. Pc.rke:c of Fort Smith, Ark nsas, on t_ e 

grounds th· t only Cong·--ess h'.d the power to reQ).l' te inte .... 

state co nerce.60 

y .,1arch the prospects for the settlement of the 

Seminole 12.nd c.:ino. Creek orphan claims were so favorable that 

1'Jard Co chman saw f -~ t to rot -rn to the Ind· an 'erri ory to 

d .., b . 61 atten to pcrsorn:-u. us1. .ess. A delegation from t~e Isp -

hecher faction arr· ved in V:aslii:ng'-on later tho.t m nt _ o 

5 i._ e o, ond !,_Q Dis ppear nee, 262. Price to Por· , 
April 5, 18 ·2, Inclian Arc ::.. ves, 31027. n J." 71•. t e e ar te 
agenc~es tote Five Civilized Tribe ~ere abol"sle ~ a 
sincle UEion AL:;ent 1-rlth . e dquc rters r,.t 11uskogee uas n.ppoi 
ed. he Union Aeenc- continue to ex·s· u1-til 1914 w1e1 it 
was superseded by the Office of the Crn@ission r to th 
Civilized 'i'ribes. Lawrence • Scb.rnck bi r, ..1L Offic o..(> 

ndian Affa·· rs: -t C, .i story, Acti vi ti s arid Orr;m is t1.o 1 
(.Jaltimore, 1927),291. 

59Pric to '"'ufts, June 9, l >G2, Indi 3Il re iv s; 

GODcbo, .1.oud to Disapp · e, 2 2. 
ictory of Cattle E, _c 1 · n...., :i.n E.u::,t0rn Okl~ 

Oklnh...Ql!!.:_, x.x~ (Serte c, 1943), 
1 coachm m · d Porter to Ch cote, - " 1 /1 , 1 b2, 

• ".ln A ct . If ,._,, 29o5 • 
n-



)resent · ts o·wn c <10 to t c feel r· 1 , ·ov rnmcnt. Commi io er 

_ice Q vc th m nor cognitio ., ho ev.r, n r<f d. to pa 

t 1ci1 expenses from Creek funds ,-,ithout the _ pre,val of t _e 

r u 1 l"r trib· l covern1:1ent. '11he ft:11 loods, IIotuL e Fixico 

"nd David AcQueer>., \.•rere stri. nded until Pl--asant Porter came 

to the· r rescue. ~e pa· d t .. 1eir expens .s from his o-·m pocket 

·pon ,heir promise to re~ay .im after their return to the 

territory. 62 

Porter remained i!1 Wa.shint;ton throushout t e su..i--nr. er. 

By /tv.Qust. he had succeeded in securing the r'!:tification of 

t~1e Seminole land a 0reement of February 14, 18 1, by Oon[;ress. 

Accordingl~ , or..e hu!1c rec: and seventy-fi Ve t 10,1saLd dollars 

were pls.ced to t e credit of the tribe in. the United States 

TrE-asu.ry under the stipulo.tior: t 1- t one-third of it ·wc:1.s to 

be forever aside for educational pl'rp◊scs. "?he rem~inin 

two-thirds 1•,ra to be-::i.r interest , t t. e r"- te of fi \ B per cent 

63 a year until spent by ~he Cresk Council. Port r w s also 

able to negotiate ~he :?O.}'Til.ent of t1 0 old Cree. orph- claim 

.atin
0 

fron rcmov 1• 1 days. E rly t at s · . e month Conuress 

n-)·)ropri '"'ted ~~338,904.39 to be distribut-d G.r.J.ong th· ori i al 

their heirs by sh re. 64 cl':i.mants &n 

29 62, 
i .,i'l. ' 

6-'j 

,:;,TJ. J. • 1iL., er to s arhec er, ,I:... c 31, lb 2, _i_b_id_., 

63Porter t~ Checote, 
29 ·e1. rice to Coac 
30663. Chccot to ~o 

II rc_1 31, An::; t 1, 1 , 
nd I o rt er , D c r1 · 1 , 
A1,ril , 1 L2, i • , • 

4p ter to Cl te, J 5 , Au · t , 1 of. 2 , :l l . < • , 
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In tl e. l of 1 ~G9 Po1·t, r · et .rL. d l o to f:'..n ..... 

seriou co~ otitutiJr~l crisis in th. 

10 tility bet ,r en h r gular covcr1 'lent ru11 the rli...:nfected 

:p 1'ty of I~pa h cher a c lread.y resnltc J.n dico er nd 

nome bloodshed. 11 e news of t'~ Seminole 1 c. scttleri.en · 

y t e conservat ·.ves as proof ---f the ··J r

fidy ..nd cor.i. pt ion of their O)pon nt <" wllo hi;.:.d the::.~eby hccept d 

r, } ~ent for ·m iller;,: .1 cession. of c1~eek lands. As early as 

Ju.1y ·there l £:d occu.rrer' ~n armed clash between thP. rer,ul r 

la 1 en orce? 111::::nt officerE1 of :rewol' district and 2. band. of 

"loyal ti Isparhecher lighthorsemen. l\'hen Chief Chccotc Ticved 

to n.:nish the insurr-;ent.s, Isparheche· 1ad or c::ani zed a force 

of a.bout three hun 'red armed men and prenared to resist. T1 e 

Chief tlen called o-.t t e milit:La, pl.acing it under the com

mand of \:illic1· R bison, a former Confederate of.,.,j.cer. 65 

Dnring ruly c1.nd uf1;ust Ro ison with a force of some one tl:.ou:-

0 ·,_nd .ilitiOJ en h d w c,ed a cnmpai ·n ag · i s·· the ins 1-r~;en 

finc:.lly cf atinr, them a d f o ci· [!, their lead r~ to flee to 

, 

the Cherokee nnJ Semiuole ations. 'her idinJ of tl e orchards 

29840, 29882. Joseph .• Perryman to Checote, 
i hirl., 298 )3. Porter to the 'l'mm K~ngs · l ) i 
t, · e :ius ogoc inti on, September j, 1 02, _. id., Co/J :1i ,.,_ 

uio wr of ... nclirn Af 'oj_rs, -~11 Rol2.2.E.!, lo 'h, 212-213. 
t:~~tes, XXII, Jfl-302. 

65 Jill R. l obi con, ""ob "' 24-, 1<;)37, er 
rs, IJ ~{VII, 2lrl • 'J'ur o .. , · s A!'10nf:: t 1 

n • i: vY Ye rs, ' 29. Coa Port r 
~ lr l(.10?, · cli 1 rch -i-5. , or t , 

, / , __ ., '.', ,L: 11d. f . s 
, Ju. lli-. C;' -------



·~ 0 ec Cr ek by the co1~tit~tion 1 'sol'lers" hLd ·iv·n ~h 

c:o •• :::. ~:i. ct · n,_i.m --t w Green _ e cl1 \:a:c. 66 

· par:1echer himself sou ,ht re .l!.~e i ... 1c Che:,_ !:cc 

rat:i..,) .. '1 m.1 l L er :')i1,e, 

CrE:el ;;o '-:ir:r .. m.ent did c :Jture eleven m mbers of t·_e par y t· c:.. 

had a· tacke .JLe ·!ewo!,;:c. lir,.l thorsemen c. 1d. tried t~,e. _or r:r..tr-

er. After th confusiv!1 h&.d s bsid8d, Chi ,f heco· 1
,, 1:J:::1.-1 d 

an appeal to all citizens to return to t~ ei . ... O!:.e S ··nJ c::tt-:, n 

-.o t .. e 6 · -'-hering o·" their crops. 67 ~'fnen the s• + • 
ba.ul. no.l COL cil 

c:::nnrencd the ol"' or;ri1:..6 October t,li.e P1·i ·icir,a1 c··def repo:.:·ted 

the constit"J.tional governme1.t had been 1pheld. A rcs'.Jl •.:.ion 

:mu.Id take an oa"·. of alle 6iance, t.. . .nd. Checot.e p -rso,.~a1ly v.Tote 

to Ispar •. ec: e.,_ iEvi iBL; h_' m. to return ui "'.:.1 ~-~ .. is g1..:c..,~lli1tee. 

3· .,.::. t:-::.c e~iled i'~ad ~:c helu a.loof Er.d refused to ret 1 1r2.1. 
6 Le 

rumor that Ispc:: heche:r i 1ten ed tc r tur 1. 3-.ll fore .::mu r _ e-,1 

t '1e ilc.J.' :1ad 2lready s1 r~l d. into t.1e Creek coun:,'.""y, the 

to:ision l~ ov.nteC:.. _ le[iu_:.1nt Porte1~ dr:::clincd ' nom.· n, tion to t.L. 

66 r: unuel J. Haynes, I1 y 27, 1937, L d::..t _·;io cor a:) rs, 

y_~, 317-31). :1 ·tierve, HC:::.e.f Iop~rhc<::hor·," 63. ,.)Q~.rd of L1-

dian Co ais:Jionors, f 111":?.l H.eport, lr .... 3, 14, 22- J. Co.m11i s~_on r 

0f I.1~::...an Af1.airs, /l.mu;:.l n.e'-~, lbG2, 90. Do1Y), :.0·~ to ris

a;,_)carance, 272. 
,. ·1 
0 ~! · 0 72-273. Joar of In 

nual EcpJ...·t, ;1J), ]J,.-J.r, 2 .• 

68 ., · r. ")' ··t C""CCl' ' .....,,.i'. \. , ... " 

1G, 1 
., . 1 

··~servo, 11Chlel' 
_..;...;..;. ....... _;......;.;....___,..cC'_, 273-?.'!l-r i 

an C0 1fli,.. sioner , :.l!-

vO, l il, 0"'ll0l 

',' c.3. D o, 



t i c: 1 elc-.:;c '.:.ion and id 1 ot revur n to '.;~sh· ..:it.,t,0_1 a 

01 _ eceLbffr 16 Chief hccoto al:;9.in f:tlle t: e . .1::..lit 

inally, o 1 

Creek co~ntry, a1d the foll ·~i1g i ·, Christm-s, ab 1d o 

L s rt;ents le 

c.'.Jout 

':'
0.1. · ..:s, greatly ularr,•ed., h'\Ll cal1E.: l 1 1._;011 the coimnunde ... c:: :'ort 

Gi •so;,1 fo:c n.ssistc:i.;.1ce. The fol uwi1.i.g day ·~ uf'L3 ar:c.i. vcd :..1 

~~l to )e ctosen by' conm~ttee of five from eac_ side. On 

anuary 1, 1883, Che cote acc(:r',tcd this ')l' n <: ::1ci ap oiut cl h · s 

cor.1 1ittee ;, ith ,Josc~;h Ev Perl'yr.1an an chil1.rr.1a11. 7?. '11he cons 

69"ufts to Checote, December 21, lr_,82, -n in Arc1·ves, 
31. 25~. Checo-Le to Creek 'at· 0.1c l Cc~uec:.J., October 1~, 
ibid., 29t89, 2.,e90. G. W. Gra-rsm ~-rl L. C. Perr :-inn 
Checote, t.Tanuary 11, 1 o2, ibid., 29 2. :ie ervc, "c:.1· ~f 
Is o.rlrncber, '1 59-60. 

70 . .,, b T ~ 1 
UC o, _.Oc,U. 2'7L,,.. 

r/l bid; , 275. ··Ieservc, 11Chi f rhech r," I+. 
Boar of Inct~_._n Comr.1i ,~ioner!.,, A 1 __ __!:,, l <' J, 15, ")/+• 

72r tit.l., 15. t.T. T. 4 err ':/1 "ll to C l "\CQ 

t,..,3 J.n •::.r. PrchJ.vos, 3l:-2u3. ...Jrc,coo i ... 
' "' • . ".ll ' ~I D L n J ... r. 1, ry_ 1, > , >, i i • , ,1 , i-. c o, t.::,..___ £.!_ 

~?r_;-27'. 

, 



rct 1rne ..... o !•or· Gibson. n J· ::1uar7 6 I:;:;,ar. -::c=icr i:. .'..th c.. 

t 

l" i r: hi'"' cor.-,r1J·t-tee 01•'C~ 01"" C ·.,~c+.11.r·.10 -'-.c h _ __ .: re: ~tv>_O r<,.o].d ___ ,._,--~ .,,.., . ..,.,., ~~ ... -, . -- . ,_ - ~ ~-

--t . y2_. [' S _uc:-e a:~1d conti:'l..:..en. to co:n:d.".:it dep1'8d~:t.i0·-..s ~l~10,. 

his :.'!..i.'1',· 3:ry 0');-)0:!.1e s. 7 3 

conflict "---~, th 

of' -'-hs re. el.l.i01., :::i. h3.lt in 1~he fi1:shtin[; w::.s call·~c.:.. P de:r 

- f'1 ,. .. 
"--'- _,_ .J... e,. 

Gcorc,e 

of 

T,T .. 
Checote, 

'!.11.tr:icr made th -i::;_"' vrT/ to 

conf ~rcncc dLrinc th.9 p,3.3, rnnt., but I.~par.1ecber · "!.fuRe to 

IIis p~1tience exhnustcd, Ch-c te rei' ,r .cd o.nd .... _0u...'1ced 

lie ·ed ·cl e 

Creek . overnmcnt; ahoul.d ' e J.lowed n free 11 n i 
<.) 

f t 

f0 l r 

a1 r c":- , Jl :· nPu .. ·· nt 

~ 0 ..., D 
1--./· 

1 ~ iJ0e 

i""'ion 
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''''() ...... ~--P-;•p·1-- i•,,.., r,G .. 'e~n"l .... ,.... C' t -<·'~e , ~ ··I" -
• a 4 !--->'.J .L.1. • .1_u .... , .. .,1 •• v _; .!1 .-lt_ ,,,~:Jl)•~.l '-· Ul- .L_. __ ;, ,.,.. 

little i advance of his t~ener 0 l forces, he w s fired u o 
'r;-• J, '·, -. ('l ~~c,;. ,. na=J· T (' l'.">1"• T.l-,~n1• • .,, ~pt·· i'l"l A , t'- ,::,. -<'-j -,~c, ~"' ,. " 
--1 v • ..,, .. _ ....... v.i... ··cJ ~-' .• V.J • ,,.r,:.._ • . v- .. u•.~-4 .. ,, , ·-· _.J...., ,. ..Lv .I,_,.._ ~, ·,.,.., , 

fell b cl and bro 1 [.;ht 1 p his men • • • and forme then in 
.! .. , •nr,,1-r- -",.,.-~ b.,+-... ..,e ··-71--~,,... f-1,,r.-, Tcp;,.., .... 1-;r:,,~ r .... CI ·f'•v..-,,-,0~ " ... 

__ ..,,_;: J.::;... .. J .i.. .JJ. l. vl,, .. L \,Ji •. J._L; v ... !.v _ ... '--,_.1.1...01..,_ ·'-., L'--"-- __ \.)._ . .., · '" ,. 

Is.c o.rh0ch91j took refuge in ·· deep r c cy ravine an also 
~-,-, t:'. -.,..,(' (l'T:: .,~'.)-/) li~·ttl- ~-t- -.1,,'l"ic-j -r·r,C\ T ;-_;·"";:;,~:-~-r_ .. r:rl .._,_t"i ·'-,-.'-='. s e·_.,,.e 
• ·-·-·~ .1 - -.; ,., .... .~r- ..- . :> '""1...' , .... -~- -- •-'-~.,.i;;-.; -- ., ..,,,. .. - ' - .._ -- -

of ction. I was courteously receive, y-Gon. Porer ,mere-
-, .... o. T -,,,-,1.,-e.J '\-~-,,. -'.,., +-he·,·c -r-1~~ 1""'·~· c•,-•" 0 T,T_,., •• t·o co·J-tl P- t·' e 
-'~ ... , • J _ 'l- ,J ...... '-.. l -.i.~ •• .,. ,1_ ,. tJ_ • ... ., • ,:1;,., _J _; _, l-.) .),.,.,..., \ •.A... ') J l.1 _ ... _. ... , .... 

matter wi tl out the s· illi1 r, of bl o en m reserv ·tioi , ie 

~ .. ,.: cl hri ,. 1 11 ··1"'11 -~ ,...; ·, ...,,,e 1~ ,.......,.,.Jo· .... "1•..;+-- .... o ·· ".>1~e -·1 ·'-'+ rt 
,_j J-- .1.-.:. rL-. ·'· I~ -:.t.• • .L • .j {J-- J ........ t ... - ' ..... J. .J'.I, .• l,-~ J.,_ J 

1
J ·_.,_· ... _, _.__ ~1.

1_._.v ' 

1-·:hich I readily accepte 1 du he seemed 11.:..11 · L to 1 . thhold 
,_..;11 I 1rn11l --•.~.:.,_ ➔ !;(: 0· 1·1->e.,.. n'1·,r.-'·"1r 1•rit l..., 1"(.:> •,r.,r:'+ .•J"~-·c.· ,e-_,,r 
.. ,:.=---'-. \.,,.,1,_ ... _ \_\...,, ... J y J.J ..,V.~. -- .... -'•• v,._, ,_'.J ~"'" ........ _.-....c.• ✓ t::J~ " 

surrender; as quickly as pc!:. s:.. _,l , :: 1 _ sC'.'ed o-L r t t''.. e otr er 
lir~.o ~L1.:l T!'.T',.:.1,ser.1e:i:1.t.~~ 1.vJr'e ! 1.·-r __ l r''l ... me to PPG th..e;_r head .,.-n, 
. f'ter telling rr1y business - del:'.ver the 1:h...~·oa(je fron \.;: .• 
:ox-t ✓r. ~ __ ,.icr: t,rf':!Y d.E:!C __ i.u:?'d i.,0 acce 1)t... !. t} 1 t:-,n ~.J,.j.:.st1.:;(• ~ 1&. 

they would se'J.d pr'0)0"3c'.1S b:.?..CY.; +,r-o- m.,..d f-'01:i(.; iff' J.)OSLJ.s 

17}:i1;½ I [t<"f'C'3d to 'O.X'Y.'Y baCI{. ['.':.. it, the:" bo-i..nr, .:::b ,t l i.l.;,Lt. 
t t8J a_:roed to r.e t me at tiie saJ"l'J )L .. ce :Ln t:.1.D no_ 1 i-1 0 

,Jr· vj_ ed. : i:ould rc;rJvest G r1~ P ,-,ter t, fall ' · c~ 
iL e for th£~ nj r; t. - n the rrw:cnini; I drove 0 ·t to tL.o ~-, · cc 
.::i~n oi:1-t:.ed ;J'1'1 t_ c:r fr.ilix 1 c·1 :iut. in an D_: "'! ):'...,..::en ,· r~.1 - 1- i't, 

I t:· 

' ..., Ibi • 'l'u.:' ts "'o Pr·i c , F br t y 6, .lU.J · , 1.i J.Ll.n .1. r-
1 .i. VO , Ji~·z-:J-; 

?6J ,irl. , ?.7A-2?7. \ 
~01 cr:1d1 ' 7.c ..: ~ i J , "III(, :> 3 Ji.: 'l'ui--

,o urin' :J·i:'t ; " 29 vc; tt 

, • J ?.~, , 11 9 ,~ont • , l , :t) •• 
' , 
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in dir ctio of ic_·poo uring the nic_t.7 

R llzi ct e futility of furt r ur" 't Port, 
' 

small fo ce to LU r the bor r d r r- cd to I 1 s1:'.:o ·ce 

, 1ere _1e surprise l bout 1.orty Creek insurgents ·rl o h d fled 

to the Chero'e Ltio o.nd _ow C· _e to present I parhec er's 

case tot agent. 11·wo of the insurgen lea ers, Sleeping 

. bbi t (. d ·~eneha Chupco, ·were killed. The rest rvere ta __ en 

ri oner, but they ·were set free unh-rmed after tdcing the 

oat of alle·iance.78 

In t_c meantime, Isparhecher and his follow rs hu.d 

tru en ref . e , oni; the Comanche and 1ri th the Com nche chief 

s -·bbee ·were planning n i Ve sion of tie Creel countI the 

"ollm·1ing spring. 79 Learn.inc of t 1eir intentio 1s, orter 

decided. to disregard tri )al boundaries and Cc.;.pt re -spar ec 1er 

in surprise mo e. Io raise another rmy of some sc-r -

h · dred men i 1 Iia.rch o.nd started for the S!'ic .-.n .,,o cou tr~ 

but, upon hearing ·hat t _e 1.'lar Dep· rcment ·· 1 tende to -:,ct to 

pr ve t .J..Urther bloo s _ed 1 returned o Q_,. •· _lr,•ee dis'· ao 

hi.., force. eo Soon afte:n:f r , 1.ajor ··ohn C. D tee 1 · th fo r 

77z~cob v. C rtor to lrico, Fobr ·r 15, 1·~3, ~n i·n 
.rchi ves, ac an 1 ro.. per , - ... , 223-225. 

7Lch ·'Coto o G. l. Crra "'On · L. 
ary 'J, 18G3, -nd .. on A ch· ~ · s ~ 342 9. o of : 
r;ri&"' · o ors, An~n.al H.c >Ort, Hib3, 24-25. o, ~oad 
., )pe·r~.ncc, 27?- 'I • 

79-b· d 2/' .1 1 ., • 

lGv.1, '"/2. 

O ( ; f l l· , · 
'00 ' 

_ n ::..· n 

ru-
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troo so_ cavc..l_y fro ort i □ oon ~n Fort Sill 

in...,U! ''Elrlt s camp d ., · out 1 ine miles e· st of 't e 

by oU prise, th ins 1r[_,cnt"' ~ rr er..der-

1.,r." thout resiot ce an were escorted to Fort G · bson. < 1 

lthou ·1 the :'..shtin"" Wc.S ever for the time be-"nc, little 

proc· e ·s in .:>ettlinr; t1.e isp 1 te was m~d du_ing the s nr1er. 

,_., . 
J.' ec.rL G h t, his followers wo ld be e::<::posed to reprisals i 

the- r -t rnecl to their homes · .rmed, Isp rhechcr r .. uest.ed 

ilitar r protection. Estc.~· lishi g temporary c·1 p _ ec..r ort 

Gibson, troops kept them under gu·rd until they 

d ·_sper.sed to their _ornes. Ret _rnin 0 to I. i_:_y;,,: , sp _ec 1er 

quietly reorganized his forces. On Jul"' 16 a nn•tio -1 el -

r·ate conve.ntionn of the u Jorthernn Creeks issue c,. c eclaro.-

·2 ion of independence fror the regular tri b l rover1 .1 nt. 

Throuchom:;. the sum ier i onths the sit 1atioa rmn~ · ... e 

at a stLnd till with · either side a mt jo_ move. 

ever, the r;0ner~ l l;:i.wlessne"'s c..nd isorc..er :nci. en to he 

ins rrection conti ued to resu tin loodshed ~d ·rope ty 

dru:i.a:=.;e. In Juno Pleas· nt norter suffered s rious .1. 

los..., · n t c mur r o.:i:. hi c brother, enj .. in 1 w Port , 

F 1 
0 for sever 1 e" re had b cm serv· ng ·ts pri · to socretar~-

to Chief Checotc. rih 1 o t1 .r erer, ·.rho w· s not <~ 1,1 r:iber of 

,·1 0 -:bid. - SPc.. rh cher," 4. ~- C • , 
"'CS • ' ·l:--rr:- 1, . r~ 5' 130. Coru 1ic,...ionc1· of T 

di~n Pff·.irs, A 0rt, 1CL3, 7. on OL ·n om-
=:coionorn, fu t, 10 3, 16. 



~.sp--r 1cc er'""' f .cti , u· s a pr ,llonde , tried uJ 

co r-, u.n sent enc, to de th. 3 

Ind·" 

At to request o Pl .su.nt Porter th 
' 

c a.:.rm m c~nd 

ecret r of tbe oard of Indian Commis loners, Clinton u. 

Fi _r C nd Eli_ helet 1Jhi ttlesey ~ Ca.Ii e to T/ius ror;eo O - . f).,1. t 6' 

1 83, and hel co1fere ce wit~ the le~ders OL both p~rt·e~ • 

. e 1~esentine the Creek 0over nment at his council were Chief 

Checote, Portert Cov-ret :1:1.cco,. Le ,us C. Perr .1 n, md Geoq::;e \". 

Gr--yson. Is-;::>ar ... ec_.er and Tu.ck batchee .:a.rjo headed the "Lo: al" 

Cree . eleration vhich also inclu ed fiotulke Fixico, Conchci.rto 

.1.1 icco, D vi i'-lcQueen 1 Ef c Emc.,rthl , aud 1.'illiam :Iclntoc- • 

Eac 1 ,sroup subt1itted a ·writte 1 statem.,,nt of it'"" · ositiOI • 

Then the conmissioners gave · 11 t,.he delee; tes n oppo_·tUI1it· 

to ex ress th ... selves freely. 'he commission rs st adfe.s ·ly 

rejected Isparl,ech r rs erna..11d tLat. tho Creel:<: .. ; tion should be 

di v5,ded north &nd sou'-'h bet1-·rnen the two f·· ctions an' ir sisted 

thDt the . Semino_Le c ssion should be recotnize • 8~- Aft r s v 

eral ays cf ne.::.;otiation, --n: ·crecr..1e1t of peace Wes si.::;ne' b 

the members of oth dele,;ations. B- th err. S 01 t_ i Lwr 

mcnt both p ·"tio5 oblig tcd th-,nrnel ve to ·bile )Y t 1
1' c01 ,...ti

tut-ion, t .. 10 i\:1tiono..l Council ,-ms o..uthori" d to p oL t c:. 

ration) 
J · urJ 

\4c. )ro mell to cco o, ~cr,tcITJ. 
,a • :c'", r o, "Chief :, 11· rl~ 

, 2--;9. Co .1in '"'io1 er of 
:::;.::;.::;....~,---r'---- o · , of 1 1d i 
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o~ ';__s...,. 0·1 of re r~c ntati v <• of Lot ~rties to ~Lit ·. 

,'.;,.in~ 0 t .OS iv10S propc_ tr l rtd been dest o· cd uri; g the 

distl rb cc, g~n ril nnesty w·s Grated for tll of" nses 

grm;-l ..; o t of the insurrection, .c.nd 11 agr 0 to particip- c 

u in the co~inG election nd chide by t.e result. 5 

Tith thG siunin,:, o.f this peace ar;reenent t,ho full-

lood.s t lust recognized the l0 6itimc1.cy of tlie re 0ul· r 5ov

er 1aent: and the long constitution- 1 struggle tat h d div· ea. 

t e Cre ~-~ · atio sj nee efor- the Ci yil i}ar was at ri e d. 

11he causo of the conser·vat .;_ v ,s, thou[;h uixoti c, ha not b e _ 

dis. onora le. On M ~ 25, 1885, .Por·- r 1imsGlf exn aine an 

· efe 1ded their position b .. fore a sen torirl conu:ai ·tee lJ ic 

i 1.V st~ gated th rebellion. 

• • • under their pr.''. it: ve institutions t 1ere <-= ~ 
no question as to the ends - throu h whic 1 justice w- s ·-o be 
reac ed or d.:..ff'cnlties settled. Everybo y unlerstood that. 
At that time e ch tmm governed its own citizens. Jow · t is 
gener, 1, a. d e .;rer. ,hing goes before t .e courts; n. t 7 l1c; ve 
1 :i.ners before the courts who, inste · of furl,heri s th en s 
of )ustice, render it les~ effective •••• rhe ol er class 
of citizens ••• still look bac~ to the time when there" 
less diff · culty i-1 [.;Ovornin · t 1emsel ves. r -icy .rel· '- r ,luc
tancc in givinr; up their old "Y tem, and that ae fe.li r; 
exists today, and thv·~ ill die in thn s 10 

p~rt 
ndi 

51bid., 30-31. 48 Gone., 1 sess., _a_•e:--~-~,..._-•_l, 
5, 39-li,l. D. -T. ::crntos1 to ufts, D C8m 

Archives, 343 1. 

C6 orte, -lay 25, 1&·5, 49 Cont:_;., 1 ~ c~., Sn. r. -. 
127L, )art 2, 20L. 



CHAPTER IV 

IIDSKOGE~ POLITICS 

liith the approach OI the election o· 10$3 t_e cttcn-

ion of co:n scr a'- i v!'.:'ls and proE,ressi ves &like was tu ... e "Go 

the proble1, of wLo shoul . co 1trol tl o next o.c mL · str at ion. 

n~1re0 p,. t.ies c:1to:red the r· ce. Ti Loyal Pc.r y noninated 

spa· hecher .nc James Fi.·:e, th0 1-'Iuskogee Pa.rt-· chose Joscp __ ... :. 

Perryman Md So 1 J.el U. Brown, t hile t.1e II "tion 1 Consti tutio:n

al ?arty re .o .. inate i s~ uel Cl ecote, cho sL c CoHet.'.l I-1' cco cs 

his 1~ nning mate. 'l'hc election ,.ms hold on Sc~?tomber ') 

liLon tl e iJation'.11 Co :i.:1cil cm v ned the follm,.Jin__, Octo er t 

cov: t t, .e votes Perr· ncm 1.,r s dccl[red Pri 1ci )al Chief-elect 

by ,.. ~1ot of 64 0 1 e ~ 00 for Checote o.nd l+o6 for Ispar ech 

D.nd 539 for Fife, lJas elected Second Chic· • "1ouch Chccote 

concede the olec vio1 to :?crrymLl1, Is nrlL-ch r .i..nm ,di "'t 1., 

r otcsted a o.:l.i.st h7r Lt he rec: .rdocl as 

'c. ndcd rccou:nt of tho "l to. L tor , t.1 "t,W l "o ,. od c 1-

diuatea held a nccret co1:..i.1cil a,1c 

secure ,, ~ c 1 olcctio •1 

~o join f res· o 

---------------------------------

• 
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_'he out, oi ., 1iatio · l Council 1 • do :i.1 · tt np · to co 

iliat 11 f .... ctionn bJ G.ppointing T spcr iecl18-~, c_ ecot , 1:0 ._;e, 

to th ''h"' o···l.,, 
J. '- .L "'"· ) 

lect-

Co ncil, i.nic _ con cncd on Dece be1 5, ,r s L1i1 tcd b 

co,se v·c·~- lffi ents. On D .c mbcr 17 IlO'l 

and Is):=i.rhech ~s iecl.r-d elected. hour;h 

'"'l ,., y delivered :1is -· naugur 1 address, Ispc.rhec e~- 1·1<.-1.s in

ducte into office by the new Council. 'i'he deposed Chief

elect indig· ~ntly a:--pealed to the _Ldian Office. FJ!' 2.. Elo: tl 

an " half Isparhe~her actuc:.J..lly ser Gd as Pri._cipo.l C 1:icf, 

,pp1 ovin 0 acts of t;1E1 Cov.ncj_l and iss--...1L_g CCcti VG 01 ders • 

Finally, on Febru.ar} 27 tl e Secretary of the r~tor .:.or ::'.'l led 

hat Joseph H. :Perryman •,,.ras the r:...e tfull r elected Ch· ef. 

Af;ain, Perryman quietly too:: charge of the "ld:_ L_istr t.:.on, 

magnani :i.ously reappointing his '·dversa y to t 1 trib 

gatlon. 2 

dele-

For the first tim.-:, six e the clove o.L· t 1
• Civil ~:3.r 

Ple2.c~"1.t Porter l1ad declined to run for t. e ! .tion 1 Council 

tim ., 

t:1crship , . .:. U. Cl rcnce \:. 

wld.te intrrr.1arricc. Cherokee, ·1.1 t1 t,·10 ···.o· t_ r 

2 uid., 2 
.,,-...,._,..._u_n .;..J .... o ______ .,,... 

r o, .;.../___ ;;._;......._..,;._ __ 

3~ortor, ay ~5, 1 
' '1 -., ?, 1 2() • 

ccher to Cr c ~ atio.1c:.l C ac · 1, 
y 3, 1·L4. Co~ is~ion .r of 

l' '4, 99. 

5' 9 on., 1 . , 



est blishc t_1c 11 
• ec B r anc 1 1e · r h nort 1cr bor or of 

th Cree ation.4 mhe fo lo tine nutu n, · J_oll;:J ·\',·th ) 

- • .!,.j. 

_pauldi g, Frederick • Severa, Bl· forJ. ""·U11or, S. B. Ct:.l ·h 

• 1 ck tone, n othe · local co.t tle.nen, t·~o r 1 ormed the 

r·us_:ogee 3.11d Se_ inole Live Sto k Ad soc· utio , r ul ·· c .. Porter 

, ·as blect.ed president. nhi s c ssociation di vi ed the Creek 

;r· tio into eleven ro 1ndt1~, districts and appointed a c8.ptai 

for each, pl .. ced :inspectors at the railroud. term.in.• s to 

uatch t.1e br 11.ds of t .. e cattle and hides offer. e for s ~i:::-,nen· , 

and ob c.ined th.e cooperation of the . .,utc ... -...rs c'l.d ~lie.~ dG:~' ers 

in the recordinG of brands.5 In 18a5 Blackstone, Sere=s, 

Porter, and '1'1 _ner attende. the first !'Ltion· 1 Cattle Grm.ers' 

C ; ..... .; on 6 
..,_ ...... v_ - • 

as delegates of t .. in (... so

By .frGely utili ~~:..t1G the rich gr.:::1.zing rcsourc-....:; of 

t 11e '1 ,,,.I'\ pr"'.;.,,..;es 1.1 on, ~,.ihirl·1 th""r-~ ,,.,::i~ no ,_~riu·t.to c::..t::.zens J ' .... d . .;.i - - U.J •• - ' • • - " V '<-;• -~ -

undor the Creek laws, Port0r u.lon;; Hith other mi:xed-blo ds 

,ec me very prospcrou .7 

As one of the most pro□.'.'..!lc11t 1 en of th· tri b , Pl 

,. 
,,.;Ibid. 
,. 

Ellc.1 B. 1 il "on, "Ope i 1~ ession of t r •s:-t 
Gro1 era 1 Coriver t · o , " ►'orscns' 1 en19riul c: o _'_i _____ _ 
1la 'Zin (St. oui,.,, 1 05 , 312. 

,., 
'Histo • E· st r 

0' 3 rv, !-i,. Fnr 
, 2 o. r.l 

t 
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orter cnt·· _ t. to b- cti c in the no •,1 nd c·v·~ &ctiv: 

tics of the mixed-blood aristncr cy. ~n ~-78 he hLd become 

.., : "lbGr of th Euf· ul lodge of th I a~oni I~· t;zrrit,y. 

'I1hrouchout the rem2.: nder of his liL e h pn:ctic.'..patcd -· n n ny 

receiving · n 18&6 tHe thirt~•-secon 'egree 

fr _ 1 the vJidel r res ected fratGrLal leader Al:, il:e of For 

Smi+l, .Arkansas. Po:cter was later a mrded the thirty-thir 

e 0 ree o:: Vi: nonry and achieved me11bership ·_n the IL ig ts 

'-' "'1pl r, Elks, and Odd Fellows orgar1.:. zations. 9 A devoted 

r. em er of the Presbyterian Church, he r:1- :::..nt'tir,e t ::1• constL:1t 

..:..ntercst in pro, Dtin~ the sducational an cultu.r .. ,l devel01Jment 

of ~ is peo-:,le. 

Tulla aosce n~ Wealc ca ~ission sc~ools a~d al00 of vno 

L -verL,.g 2.1a __ at1J_ Labor School, a Baptis~~ miosiot1. 10 1'ogot:ier 

r.:.th Clarence ·:. Turner, l1is ra.L,cl1ing pa-=. t1 e.,_ , ' e d~)nat d 

r) 
0 chcrokee A vocnte, A .... ril 1 , 1,. 4. ir ·ot ·S · nd Docu-

. ients, n Chr:mic _cs of 01:la:-.om~, 'CXII ( s- . r, 19 1 4), ;,13. 

9(1\tok , Chcct-.-,J' :ation) Indio.r1 Ci~~iLil, • <:)bc:r 1 , 
1 7. Au1;us·a .. ob rtson iioore, 1 c mbcr 14, 32, n i Ju•
c' i v-:rn, 24677d. ·, .:-;erve, "C~1..: f Pleasant Porter, tr 33 • 

lO:ndir f"itizon, Cc-;otor 17, 190 • 
to Creek · al,: onQI Counc · 1, 1.1ctob(.,.r lv7u, In 
3( .,].?. . l .~) J.(),000 1 

• ' i~)id.' 3705,_. 
· i o , , o f · ' __ , r to '=" , , 0 al k · · n , 1 h 

1 ,J, ~- ic1., J'/051. Port1 r and o 
' J r ~l J 2 , : J 1 d • , 3 0 3 7 • 

, "'yd ·t,,~ ~: ,. rj, .. ~~-ra 01 2:. 



1 0 

'co C y en- ·.11 oll ~c. 
' 

late· .. 

':i'ro, t.1 ir co1cfort l)le 1101 :> Q· 

o''fere c L,e 0ro ~, hospitality, oft-n entc1t.:..ini ~s :::o _P...1"tcnt 

offic..:.&10, ·, ,, r of· iccrs, .:..md o"-lic , isitors to - c I11 'i -1 

'l1err-· tory o .. r1d in i :.ine thei noi~ 1bors o.nd t:, stu ... en~s of 

tLe nearby 1.real ru.'.n school to bar be :i.ues and receptioY.G • 12 'i1 e 

journal of Jereniah Curtin, the bot£ nist an.d explorer, co_ -

t .... .:.ns n intcrestin°; desc_ i tion of a. visit to t:eaJ. -1:u i 1 

18L4. 

On .:i:r .. r1--i ,r 1 in ,J e .1 ~kn, I7r. Port er • • • sa·· c1 if I 
1-mul spend a fe1,1 days .:. t~ his house, he H01..lld r Cree-c uith 
::.ie e"'.'.d explain, o.s well as he could, its f,2.~cmr; tic al cv.istruc
tion. mhis was gl d to do. Porter o~ncd a 1 rie trnct of 
land. _._ile I 1,m.s at hi0 .1ouse, Le set fire to th- ry cr.e.ss. 
I think tha.t he and I enjoyed that b· rnin~ a.., . ch ac. we 1.ould 
"' ac. ue been boys. 01 o evei.~ ·.ng 'r;re set fire to the ~ o.Su around 
a belt of timber wl icl he wished to fell. -t ua,J fL e si~ht 

o 11atch the fire c~een to t1e top of
1

th~ trees, to ~ec it 
blaze, nd to her ·t crackle •••• j 

Tl e dea ·h of Mrs. Porter in l 6r 6 bro ,:;ht to (..• clo e 

the h ppy days at ,'Jc!:llako.. In l8E;7 Porter a~~·1in mqrri d d 

11 Grant /ore c. :1, "Cl'--r nee \J. r.t'ur _er," CL ----......---Oklahoma, X ( .. 1 rch) 1')32 , 19. ··oh D. enc ict, ---~- 1 
.icrthoastor1:1 1::1 her.la {Chic, . .c::;o, 1 22), ... , l.-52. ·1

1
0 n~ 

Ja,.. __:,, aiiiia'ry 2Ut frJ3 , I i.:111-Pio~1cor Paper...,, 1, 32-33. 

1 Kate 1,illL2JnG Jc "'01, Au..._.u"'t 21.J, 1937, · ··ct.,· 
100. Lilah Do ton L~.nc soy, i'"'.rch ll•, 1938, ._..,_,,_•, , 225. 
Garrick • lcr / ·o 1 o tor, S -pt.cm er 29, lU' d f re 
2 )ol6. ' 
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.:..t . ::!..G 11 - •J uif e, ,1art 1 Lon or a. Bertl olf, da . ._, _t;cr of th· 

C '•r okc est .... alished i -

·• On Jt:ly 10, 1~92, ~:ir secu1d wii 

viol~ 1ce, 

1S95, i,hm his ,.}c,:n Pleasant, ~Jr., wac: ~Lot cLci k' lied in an 

14 
• 

It ·m..s not 

. . .. . . , 
Obl!Jl.;:,Sl01l vLJ.C_1 r eL,O\,H.u ,.__ a.I: 

af:rBement on the · i8hts of Chor0kee citizens J .. ivi.:-1g v..rithin 

·::, s C:rcek ratio· & 
15 J.'he ne :t year _1e oeryed on ancth~L com-

Portr;r 

141. J. aanley, January 3~ 1933, 1ndi 1-I'io.1eer_P- ers, 
vy,rn-TT 7 1 9 "']"ed -r.~d-1 n ,la--,..,i.-, ·1-, 1°3~ ~ 1~; T ~7 
j --~\I .•., •·i' • • . ·-- ...... ' .. _(l.,;J4. J.., ·; t., .. ,l.~ ., , ·~ • 

Lllu. U. Rob· nso· , '1I~isto y o· the First PrGsbyter · an Cht;.rch 
of ilus.ogee, Oklaho:-.1an (tyi)e'v> itten rn 1Jsc ... ir-t, 11.d.), F .... rem 
Collection, VI- , 503. O' Beine, ·ndian _,~rrito-::. y, 1 1. 
-,-,,,::,rr•r- tTC111' c:of nr 1 Orl~a.. )o·r~· r.,r u 3211- "'l' siro,-,•oc l) 10"'·,·i -

• .a.v r.;... I;::!' .,;,._ .. - ...._. .~ . .,.. .. .., '- _i-1v 1 • • ,..lt .-\:. 1,.1.....,\..J 

.;ovnmb ~r 1, 18 8; -ul~r 14, 1892; Au0 ust 24,, 1 '- r:.. - _ _:__ 

C1ieftai1, JLly 19, 1892. 

15 811;: plcmc~to.l 4 rovi "~ens to_. tl..,; 1.,n.hl 1 ct 
( July 3, lbld), (Jc_,obcr , , 1 8l , .[nd:.i.. :rcld. 3U ,.,.,u • 

16
1i,9 Cc 1 ~", 1 s .s"., ~,en. Ee • 1270, 1) rt :.., 

orr 1 ortcr' 
l • r .... 1 ' '7 ,, ,,, . 
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1ou0 h greatly res) cted ~ tho -veQlthy miY.:ed-~loo s, 

h h !I. Perrym _ pro od himself in ff ectu:ll. con-

ti tutional e ect ti vc. ,.,.,hrou.shout his ter,1 of of fie , the 

ullblood do.1i tad Cou cil e;reatl discreditc th tr·L· 

·overmnent by s ccumb · ng to the trickery a..n.d b· ibery of t!1cir 

u ite ene:.nies. To effecti e measures were t,.J~en to check t e 

·rotln- pressure of the intruders, the incre se of crinc 

t 1roughout then tion, or the fin ncial abandon of -he Coun

cil. Pleasant Porter, Talor Postoak, and ot1er subst·nti 1 

citizas strove to exert stable influe ce upon the ·ove ~-

nent but with little success. Despite their repeated warnL1 s 

t at such 1is an· goment could only result ir "nation(; b31 k

ruptcy and consequent collapse of the 1-iuskoge Gover. 1;1ent, n 

the tribal debt grew alarr::1in ly- Lar~e sun1s continue to be 

appropri ted in payment of p dded expense warr ts and other 

fraudulent claims. 10 

Durinr; tho ad· 1inistr tion of the succeeding Chie , 

Le_sus C. erryman, \lhO was elected i 1sc 7, t.rib 1 politics 

bee ne increasinr;ly ve_ al. 'l'h integrity of th C iof hi. -

..,elf l.:T s nQt above ouestion. Pleasant Port r, tho h not 

1 c c'1a co ·o Creek / ti n 1 C , cil, 
· ., > J rch.' v .., , 34395. S 101 'l' 1 1 t,o Cr 

b ~r 21, 1 l;,., i ~. , 34-3 1 • D )0, 

315, l;,1. 
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i.vol pre n·lly in t1- nc alo, conti ed to pro it rom 

t _c l· ~ity of r tr··.bal p· stur t, 1 ws. J.1 ny ot _ r uc&. t_ 

c ttlemcn did becor.ie involved in corrupt "undcrst~ di-r;str i,·t 

the · inistration. 19 The "urr!er Portor p~rtnors ip h~tl 

proven to be esp ci -~11y profit ble. In addition to th ir 

n re , · r nnch, on which Porter er z d ne rl · ti o t· sand 

c ttle, tl e pai fe CG off in the fall of 1sr:- r tre_i dous 

sture e~·tendi_z west from the ~·ssouri, as, _ct me as 

R ailro d tracks alon the northern border to Inol • 'l1hi c 

they re ted to Texas c ttlemen. 20 he f ollm,rL1g year, the 

atio Colu1cil levied a_ nnual tax of five cents an ere 

on all 11astures 1 rgcr than o e s _uare mile. At this t · rne 

t e Turner d Porter firm was reputed to be receiving s ne 

sixteen tho sand doll rs annually in pastt:.rage rei_tal C! alone. 21 

On 11ove:mber 3, 1892, the Council placed further restric ions 

on cattle operations. Under the provisions of nevr 1 , · h 

large pastures 1-rere restri ted to n reg· o within ten 1.1iles 

oft e borders of the Creek Nati n .md f rthe tax of two 

dollars a hea w s levied o 1 cattle broucht into C 11 -

tion. 22 But cattler.:1en continued to flock co th Creel co - 1tr- • 

l9Ibid., 315-317, 326, 336-343. Cm1 .i io1 er of 
dian Affai ~, Annu 11 cport, 1696, 55. 

20 ,l'urnor, "Event n Arn.one; ll 11 -i,t: uko~ s 
v O , 11 32. O' Boir e, ... ndi.::m '1

1er:ri tory, 164. 

21 n~ie Debo, And Still tho '(tr~ 
19/,.. , 15-1 • 5/i, co .. ,,,., 1 D nn., !JC. Doc. 
co ~""l.J t 1 'tlcl ·,a·r~, 117. 

22r i ., 117-220. 

Durin 

, ri'1 
2, 3 • 
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nd1.n; t ei · o r tio:1s, urncr an orter in ru 

lo93 op up 

t ous- d acres 

n w pasttre containing o 

d r achi1 g , est from th 

triar · fty-six 

r ck., of the 

O. .A ril 

lley H.c..·lrocd to the V -di, is ,iv r. 23 

, 1 94, Porter m-dc a p rsonnl co tract or~ 

3,240 dC e p sture long the eastern borde1. 24 In 1 96 ·t 

'f.•Tl.4s estimated t:1at m e-t · rd of the e 1tire Creek dom~i· , or 

over o: e mill· on acres o"' land, _ad been enclos d and v as 

cont olle b sixty-one in ivid 1als and p t· ers .i·)s. A 

th t t ·, e t_1e Porter Pasturage Company wa,:;, credite , it 

31,232 acres. 25 Althou,,.h mc11y cattlemen co ___ pletely cv ded 

t 1e Creek pasturage l' ws, Porter scrupulously p' · d the t · _ 

i f1.l1. 26 Ee .lso had some eicht hunclred acres in c 1ltiva

tion .t his Jealaka farm a:nd 01:T:J.ed a consider 1- ·· o n o.r. 

prope,rty in and round 'fiuslrogee. 27 

T roughout the period of the Perr _11an · :1in st ations 

ther was 1,'li espread public cl 1 or in the ited Stctes or 

tl opening of Indic; n lax ds to white settlem"nt. Despit 

seemi·., __ ,1, overwhel nL.g odds, t~1e Cree. re )r se1.t tives · n 

' .shin('!'ton fou.:; t do 6cedl and sk·· llf 11 to maint in the 

231case Contrac , .! uskor-;ee ~ ..... io w:i.t 1 P. ortcr 

Company, J-- uury 24, 1893, Indi~1 Archives, 31932. 

241casc Contract, -1 aco.nt Porter ··· th t 1 k 

1 ion, April 20, 1894, ibid., 3509. 

25 5h C ,1' • ' 1 ~;,O O. ' 

26n DO , ond to _D_i...;;r:i....;.;...i.;..;;...;...;;,._ __ 31 3. 

itor1 1 11. • 7 0' i 
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inte rity o their toverntc t. 2 D rin/" t _ese uns"" · ble · e :i. 

_ l . ant Purt r, s of ici -1 deleg .te and · s r~ i fl enti l 

it· zen, h -d steadf · si:-ly upheld the tribe 1 i1 de-)- -1dence eu· r

t ed by the Treaty of 1 '166. Spen.ki1 g before the or•r o 

n ian Commissioners on Janu-ry 6, 1887, h"' m~<ie 2 fervent 

rebuttal to a pro)osal by Senator Dawes that the tri'al lan s 

be allo te in sever ty and a reg .1 

created for the Indi ns. 

territori l 6overnn-nt 

\•Jhether or not the Indian is to be preserved, depe ds 
on vhat ·rou do v'litl his 1 · d, what 1 1r-..., you establis for his 
eovernment. • • • I arn opposed to the o.llotm nt of l· ds i _ 
severalty to any individu ls, or the extension o· the 1 ws of 
a11y State or country ov0r ar1y In ians at pi-'esen, . • • • A 1 
is perfectly worthless if it is not backed up by tle mor l 
sense f t, ., people tha enact it.. The idect of la_ ds i 1 se -
·er'"'lty has been fo_ th,., p st ifty yee..rs a pet~ schene fo the 
solv.tion 02. ",he question as to the ci vil:i.zation m d Chri tic...... -
ization of Indians. It has been repeated ru d f o.iled ny ti •ies 

.without nuraber •••• 1:;hile [Geor e 1'i. ·-1an e!i·~y] vr·s Co 101· s
sio er of Indian ff c:.1.irs, there ;rer not less tha fif"- oen or 
twenty tribes that took lands in severalty, ·with the optio-1 
of becoming citizens. ULe_e are hose tribes toca? educed 
in numbers, reduced in mor ls, wit1out spirit, t1 "ho.vc been 
cast into in 5an Territory · 1d Given small reser , ... t, · ons 'vl ere 
. . ... . 

Ge tlemen, let me tell --o 1 c: 1d the 1 ~,ierican peo~')lo, 
nnon' t of your ovm ot · on repeat this nisei vous o. d dnn.:,0r
ous mo e of tryinr; to solve th T din q estion!" •••• o 
cannot civilize · people in d ; ,~ou ca· no-'· ::; ow n n~tio 
a day. • • • If you do not •Tish your poste- it.y to r · fleet )On 

c. spectacle o an India· people e vi i.:;v.-· shed by -rot..r b i.. ... vol ~ 

by ~ our efforts to lift hir. , f ... lse niscui e 01. forts; j_f 
do not expect posterity to re 0 ret your acts in e to 
let t;hc Indian ~ lone • • • • I \ a '_1 o ot o p- ss 
bill or yot. will rccret it. 'l'he time will come • • • t1:1 -~o 
can, o dou t, but don' c · n a h rry. . ·· t for tl • 

• • • • Cnr _:, out th lavrs yo 1n o 
tr oties /OU L ve. f ... y 'ndivi ual · '.J c -t 
j 8 i, 1hat all this rneans--toll hi1 so. • • • t, 11 hir : 
" 0 t., too nn.:.ch land. '1'he ndv" 1ccs of ci viliznti · n 

of t1 

1 /}. 
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your occu!Yjrin° ....,o muc _ • • • it must De used. u ~ell i., t _ 
t th. Do 't tell him tl at you a e c;oi· · to lift tirn up to 

• . • w 

ci 1:,:i.zensl i , ei v, him !ind in sev ralty, and .1£ 0 hir.1 "· 
c ___ "'is'·i gentl • You cannot do it. :e '--s u t, to o ·t 
hims Jf.29 

Under the tors c r:,1. .1.=e:-.t - oI" 1 l66 t e _ the wes rn 

1 ds ceded y the Creeks wer to be used for h, express 

: urpos of res ttl · ng other Indian. tribes. J lu.rge ort·· on 

of this region situated in t~e very e rt of the -ndi&n Ter

ritory nd k.noi-v11 as t.1.e no1-:·lahom~ 1 ds" h"d not yet bee 

settled b any tribe. The Hboomersn soon beg n to press for 

its opening to white settlement. J\s early as TJ.arc~ 3, lb 5, 

Co~gress had passed a law ~uthorizing the absolute purclase 

of this district from the Creeks, but the tribe had steadfast

ly refused to consi .er any c1.ange in t1e status of the ceded 

la!ld ., 30 In 1885 the CreeR deler'at es, Efa E art~'ll &1d Lesus C. 

Perr:n11an, 1.-d ma. 3.e an unauthoriv~d contr ct vlit. Samuel J. 

Crm·rford of Kansas to represent them in these ner.otia-'- ions c:.s 

attorney, but this contract had been epudi ted by the Creek 

gover Jent.3 1 

On Febr· ary 8, 1$87, ,:,he 1~mch drea. :ed Dau s Sc ,. ~ alt 

Act becc.me law. tl10 ch th F'i e c·· il. zed r"ri es H l"G e -

pres3ly exc~u e from its provisions, thi ict ~-ve tl 

29Board of ndian Conr1ic.Gioners, 
134-135. 

30statutes, XXIII, 3 Ji,. Cc.rr.is··imcr of I1ci .. n Afi·ir ... -, 
~1 u 1 Report, IL06, 158-1 O. 

31nc >O, .cud to DisC.'1 o r-~, 316 • 
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resi nt tlc uthority to llot in seer lty tl 1 ds of 

any ot_ er 1 i 

n e t vro 1 4 b c f r ei b nef"t. mhe ~c l o b oved 

C ited tat s citizensbip upon 11 In ians 1--rho · cce te "'UCL 

allotuent s. 32 Tr e passage of this monsuro C;aused er at 1 rm 

amon._; all ti._e tribes of ·che In ian Territory. In m of 1 ·& 

in June of 188 at i:i'ort G · bson, f; e t ·· nter

t:r · al .ov.ncils were hel at -whtch the desperate .,.nd:.i."1 s of 

the J.a:Lns &.t last a rreed to u11ite with their ci vllized 0r t 1-

ren from the East. On June 19, 1~88, Pl asant or'-:. □ .J.e 

one last· lea for ~ederatio1. 

In a policy looking to the -niiicatio~ of t1e I u·an 
people of t,he Indian Territory, the aim would lo k only to 
-. ··'--ic~tl ,--1·•--•· ''f'1ne q·1 ec'tio, ·fl n·'s a·n' f·1.1n'~ 1.·o·,.,J..d ot V - - c. st .,_ ...,~ • - U. ,._, - - . - c;; ., i 0 N Li. _ 

be touched. SL.:u d it be that our interests bo in unifica-
. tion, le~ us try it; let uo begin tod~- i_ tlis age of cdv 1ce
m~nt in the United States. One t _ing seeus c ea.r, i~e c · not 
lose by it. If vre fail we can not help it. If t·1E:, _.e;:;l ct 
our o· portu.niti6s. w0 shall fail. TJow, if He can find -ha 
this t.hi1 g is reasor!.able let us a_dopt ·he pol' cy of i.:..:C. • J:>• ca-
tion and take u J t 1e line of m-.rc 1 like u n 1 do it. L t 
1.cs know not the Cre k, t;_1e Cherokee, ... he C 1i .,_ he 
Choctau, bu,c · he _ndi...,.,n only; not one -ribe, 

At the Anal ,'."'ko council of 1887 o. :ne or ial entre ·t · _ e 

the President to stc;" the execution of the severalty law was 

sisned bv 
J 

delcr;ations of 11 tribes preoe 
' 

an u. ort 

Gibson in 16 8 a r·solution for tl G cre'tio o·"' 1ifi 

In,· cm Government prcsc ted lly Plc· ..,,_ t or ., 
W·S 

' ' 
.3Z "pl,r, L ws ~ 33-36. 

33con I ission 
126. 

, 
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una:.1i. o sly Ldopt d. comr: it tee 10,e- c osen to draft a co: -

stitution · or u.Il 'Indi' n 'or r.:.tori - 1 Gove '"'nment.. u r h · s con-

sti tut i n 1,•ras to l>e subr it ted to '·.noth :r great coutwil WfiiC 

, .. s c lled for 1889 t P rcell.3' 

Tlhen Congress met for its short sess.i.0!1 i!l D ce_. er, 

it. t.as apparent that stronb at tempt vo· ld be :n. .de to 

enact a 1 1 openin~ the Oklahoma district. Chief Le~us C6 

Perry ..,an succeeded in persuadi::.1g the iiatlonal Com iJ. tc 

u·.ithorize an absolute cession of' the area, an.d t'ie dele~ates, 

Pleasant Porter, D vid i\l. Hodge, c,;.Ild Isparhecher, · .. rrl veci in 

v!ei.shington early t11e .f'ollo-r,,.rinz january ... i th instructi0n~ to 

complete the negotiations. s .. won as ti.'1cy u:1dertook the 

claim, however, the c 100 tes fo~ d 1 necessQrJ to re,ive 

the old unauthorized contr'"ct w·:.!.th Sc , uel "~ lira •If or' ::-; 1ci to 

agr·ee to pc . ..y a repucJ.io.ted note for su":-; ::·osec. lep•~1 servi es 

at one-half face vnlae, or ~:.42 ,19B. Since ··.: 1is was considered 

.ecess-iry ir1 crd r to pu.rchase tl e rec;_uired · oliti ... al :·---vor, 

t e Creek :J"ticn·"l Council 1AT s ind: .ed to acce·•t ..... :1 ob ~· g -

tions ·nvolved. .F'i ally, or... Jan1:.~u:-y 19, 1J 09, · ,. ;;._ 1e'"'.nent 

1.J s sic:,11e :"Jy the Creek delegates d Secret~r, of ~he I, erior 

'illi=.n r. Vilas ~rhc1 eby th 

i::- ~ f ,: 2 ° c' 0 5 '7 c !'.)de ' lands in rct1..crn ... or c payncne, o ~, ~, _o , u 1 • 

n · · or the -ntir - "re,'.? cu. 

J/.i.- · 31 I ~...,...r •, 1-:-• 
P.e;rrt, lv,7, 11'-ll' 

Conni3 ,ioncr 0f 
Dc

1 
o, H.o..,' 1.2. ------~---

.!.I I- r • 



109 

in 1866 

Co Lcil un Janu· "Y 31 ·:md s1r~ne by ,rosid nt !rover Cl velc.._ d 

on -,:·-"'ch 1. 1Gb9 .- iJ11<.le· its ter s, t;1,ro mililo· dollars of the 

-urc1~se money "'j s to bE> 'eposited in the Unit/ st~tcs? ,.a -

ury c. perm· nent ed · cat ·_t.,nE 1 fund 'rai:,r-.i..n6 · _tereut at., tl1e 

_--:..t.e of five pr CGrlt D. 

The news of the Okl· homa cess:i.o:n c:1.ro· sed 1r!.any 1;ro'-ests 

.!none t},e Creek people. Angry ITteet,ings were helri in to1·mo 

nd villares all over the nation 't 'l;,rh.ich the Creek of"ic;i~ls 

·involved v:-ere denounced in bitter rGsolut · or s. :.... t becw::e 

-~,._nO\\m that the pproval of t:te Jational Coun .. ~il h .d b€e.!.l ob-

tained only by the bri,Jine of S0:!1.0 of it.;:; chare;es 

w re cirt.::u::.atcd th,.::.t. Cruvrf ord had di vicied his fee lrith tho 

for paying the Cro.~•1:ford foe failed i.n the House of Kir!..::;..... "'~ 

a sma11 vot.e, und there ;,v2.s serious t, lk of i1. pe chint; the 

Ghj_ ,f. Di...ntel H. lkintosh irn:titv .. tecl pr( 1eeedin 6 s in th u:1.s

trict court at Fort Sr.12. th c~ f.u•r;iw~ Crawford, r Oll.::;e, Port er, 

I spari echer, a.r.d Cla:cenco J. /urn er .ni th colll~ ,-ion ai~d. fr·, d. 

clro ,.J ·,ed. 

1, .... .nd 3 c[mclal" r.er ,; .irwr an 1.ne .. Jl.::.ined blot ~1 J 1 .:.:_.-,ml 01· r' 

rl,;o·d.3 6 

, : 21-
323. 

1-P · OJ. "r 
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On A~ ril 22, 1 ~89, th ce ed 0klaho~11c. dis ict v1c..s 

o e_ cl t w.li te settle nent. 'l'ho f 0r at· on of :lin alien 

colony n the ve y l nrt o:.. the rci.i T rritory for•ier die-

· elJ od -11 :.ope f r the cred ion of rn effec-· i e I dian u- · en. 

Th._, P r ell i11t ertrib 1. cow1cil, v.:hic~- :net tr! followL1 6 Ju e, 

H:....s attended Oi"1ly by the Cl erol·eo c r.d Creek delec tions. 37 

·n 1889 ConG_'ess -:ia.:,se 1 
•• 'J.other l w limi tin 0 e- en mo ·c ···he 

.,owers c,_" the Indi ,.n g ·verr.!ll1env s.. .1\ new Lnc.:ia. I'e ri t01~y 

co1.:rt w2_s ere at ed vii th j-:.1ri udict::. 11 over ci v~l · ,u :j i~10r 

er· 1ti:5. al cases involving United St2..·'·,es citizens ·:-nJ. sue 

cavet, hetv1eer citizens of cliff reLt tribes. Liquor m c le· -

ceny ca es "\!'.rere et ill t-o be reserved to t:~e I"'·:irt Smith court. 3G 

'l'l1is Dct ·was later '_n~ei1ded. in 1895 by tLe crea"· io,. of three 

.··_stricts within tl e territory c.nc, the ·_ bolit.::.on of 

t:-e crii-1:Ln2.l .!uri .sdi ctior of the Fo::;.'t ,:im:Ltb. c l,..ri..,. 39 

'nly v:ith 8 eat roluc .. ance d · d ?lee.I, ·a2Yc Port-::.:· coi. e 

to reaJ.iz ~ tho.t 3U render i 1 the uattcr o:::' Lllot::.1 

of . is people c01.: l - :1ot be furthered ty lor:r;cin 

devoted his .:lttcntion to the necotj_-:-,_ti n of G.ll · cceptr_· le 

3L~, · > lcr, Lo:n, 'lH 

Ibid. , 70-7 • 
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m· ro1:1'sc. n 1 e·1chi t, uch a!1 · greernent · mul 

ec ss ... ry o ovo come the sttbborn co vie · o ... 1s of tLe C "eek 

tho_,_sel s. l is chancinr; views on the at e- of llot 1 nt 

wer indic~t d i1 p 1 lie let tor to I spar echer i v.rhic .e 

r :ue that t e political i .te_ ests of the Creek E 4-ion u re 

bei· 1.£: r.,Didly nbsorbe y the f e c:r-al gov rru, ent. an thc..t the 

tribe t• ould 000n be co r letely powerless. Under the e .J.. "'tin 0 

system a fer citizens 1:1ere quietly possessL~g t emselves of 

the lion 1s share of the coITu.11on property. 

As you know, a. one of those usinf;• a 1 rce port· 011 
of our public domai hT~ ich 1 as beon a:. d · s a 1~ · t er of ere t 
profit to !".le, yet ~ecnu.se our l·,.w llows it -n o-'-hers prac
tice · t, - do not 1 eel that it is rir.;1 t or _:ust th~ t this 
profit should sontinu.e to mo at the risk a11 e_ pEmse o: the 
whol- peoplo.4 

Despite his conversion to this iev, Ple s·nt ort·r, 

isturbed at the weakness ·· _ corrupt- es of the pror-rc..., v 

e.dm"nistration~ cast ~is vote r:,-ainst t e :.· tional Consti tu-u 

tional c ndidate Legus C. Perryman an for tho ii -h r c01 -

servative Ispnrhccher in the -.:reneral .lection of Sept_ b r 1, 

1 ·-91. Perryman was, J: m,re er, r elect d an onditi s -o· -

tin ed i:ro'!'l'l bad to uo::cso.L 1 Fo lowinr; - 1.0 clectio 

David H. Hodr,e, and yo nc Albert • IIcK llop cho 

Porter, 

to 

roprc sent tho tri )e n v shin__;ton. 42 Duri 10 t, ' 1 int r of 

ttr 11 

h1 .cturn"', Crock G'ner-1 Eloct-';on, 1, 1 '91, 
In L ·1 ·,rchivc , 29L1-9G. 1 obo, _1._o_ ")r:: 

I.., • 

Ji,Z ,, skogce P o nix, ove bcr 10, 1 
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1 d, 2-93 ·· t b came i ere· si 1el r • 1.J arent to th del .~ates t~ '-'-t 

· co cc ed · ttempt wo ld oo be 1 uncho to brou t t 1 

treatie cJ. to b lish th,._, Indian covornmen ..., p_ e · tor~ 

ore 1lc.r territor··1 organization. 0 Febru y 9, 1893, 

Portor and He ellop published ·. circular to be distribu ed 

:ai on._; the Creek people warnin.e; 'hem of the approac1ing dancer. 

• • • now tl at the public lands -_re becominP" prett
vell occupied by iliite settlers, the Congreos is ow pretty 
··enerally of' tLe opinion that c.11 U o S. Indians must be mc....de 

citizens and must chan • e their land ·-enure fron tha-'- of tr· -
al ownership to that of individual 01r.rnership. 'l is ias been 
the 11 1.nwaverinc;n polic ~ of the nat/ one l :;overnnent for the 
p· st t·wenty-I i ve years. I· one of t.1 , treaty right,;., are denied 
but the- say th t the In ians are now re dy for cit"z s1ip 
i-.rl tl1 all its nrights, p:ci vileges, and imn nities· 1 ~w.1d they 
intend for the In i -,1s to chnnE;e and accept them.43 

'1'1 e followine.; Harch 3 Con_;ress est bli.ahed _ co .. , is

sion to necoti te t.1 ~ dissolution of the t,_·ibal govern:1ento, 

~s Hell , s the allotment of t~1eir la.~ '.s in seve. lty. ,.,,he 

c 1airm .n of this, the so-called DEtwes Co mission, w s forme:. 

senator 1 cnry L. Dawes of !-!Iassachusctts. l+Li- Soo; ai tcr the 

cornrnissioners arr·i ved in the ndiaa Torri tory to be_sin the-· r 

task, an int rtribal council vas .1e_ 

tribal lele_; tio c::, were the 1-a inr; rae1 of t:1e t-rri'or-. 

'l'he Creeks sent ro
4
n·esent, ti ves of 11 f act.~ons incl in · 

I sparhechcr, Eotullce Br:1u.:rthl , Ellis • Child rs, 

Portc1', Daniel ·• ITcintosh Geor ~e .r. Gr · on, · 1 L:f 

Fer 
l; .3porLcr n 

ry 0, lu93, il 
f 1 ) • rt P. : 1cl' cllo .L to t. '1 ,. 1 .... ko, 'l 1 • tio 1, 
t1 c > coll ist<.H , P bru· 1" lu, 1 r 9 • 
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111L menu -rs of tl e Co. ission ,;rcrc pr''Se1 t t adr ress the 

le· ·ates but ,rE:;rG 1. able t:,o ult r t_ cir 
,cJ t e _ i11v.tion to 

r sist rny proposed changes. On Fcbru r r 21, 169L,.> a sole, '.l 

:meI!lorial ca11·· n.c; upon thl'.; nited States to observe its tre- -

ties and agreements w::is adopted and s:L;ned by the delec;".ltes.45 

On April 3, li':19L1-, a great out oor co 1ncil of the 

Creek. IJc tion \\ns held at OkmulFee to consider the Daves Corr

_aission' s proposals. A~··ain, the corrunissioners st ted in 

clear teria th::1.t tl!.e Un· ted St tes --ms determin d to a.bol' sh 

the trib 1 governments, divide the cm. unal prop rty, nd 

ere tea territory. If th ! na.' 1.· ,:>,,,.. S ·1-:roul d n e o•o+· i :Y'1.,- e 
~.J.- C1..J...1. ., - .. -- D u ..... .__ ' 

. ,i Tht oh'-, in fo.vorable enns. _f not, Congress muld liqt i

date their :i nstitutio:ns wit 1out consulting tl em. In an ,.rer 

to the threat, the 'lssc._bl·ed Creeks by u.n ovGri.1hclmin 6 vote 

decidel not to accept the Cot~is~ion'~ offer.4 6 few · ·s 

1 ter Pleas nt Porter n de this comnent upon the inci t. 

I think the Dciwes Commission v1e11·- t their -.;or 1.:T·o .. ·
to accomplish anyt 1ine; v.ritl t ~e India11s. ,-.,h y at th-.:-. outset 
attac_rn and asked t,l e L di nc to urrei dcr t 10<".'e t 1 ·11c;s th t 
they cu.arr most jealouslJ--vheir cmtc., ': nd their lan 
tenure. f they had point d out to tl e 1 -0nc cood o prosr · ns 

nd cvelopLerrt and education ·~nd ha corm:10 t!1 .. 1. or th 
prorrcr•s they 1ave :,1a c, it wold :1C1.ve .1 d a fa'r shm! of 
suc'c'eD"' on o.ny re· sonable request, ·1.n•· n t_1 · 1·· n s I h~, e 
11 ntioned believe t:1 'Y Houl l.1.·1 o rea.:1 n ble s 
they ,;•rill never on t 1c b· ~i of the Cornriis~ .:i n t 

45 ,;tate e,1G Lo 1 Pr .-•idcnt ·rd Con ;rcr-s of -
St"'tc•.,, c· ocotu1 In cr,·ri'n'l Council, Fo :"u~r· 21, ll94, 
i~rch · v ,.. , -nt ·r 1.~tic i.2.l Cm .cil .rile. 51 Co ; • , 1 ~ 3"'., .:l.__!. 
Doc. l' 2, 3- De' o, i,.oad _2, Disapp · tr' 1cc, Jh • 

h6r id., 34G-3i,,,'/. 
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j_ss10 befo- c tL· Creeks in the clec-

tion of 1 9c w s -he ~cce t· c or rejcct·on o ~ 

~ropes ls for ne~otiation. l i e1 Le~:t.s C. err· n- ,n' s "in -

ci ""l "ism -na_:'" ne 1 c1d ./:'in lly resul tod in his ; , eachne_ t 

and convi tion on Pov mbcr 25, l' 5. For ;1e re inin,,. 11·ne 
- ~- 0 

day.::i OI his t -,rm, .:econ 1_ c_ ief 1 otulke Emarthlo. a'"' the 

• ffice of Principal Chief o 4 1-'\.mon -, the c · di t s i 1 l! 95 

\Te e Ellis B. Ch.:.lr1ers ar d D-:vj_d Ando son of · i Union . ty, 

Th01 as U. PerryTi1an c nd John P.. .rO '.: of .rty f· c ion, 

Ple s nt Porter nd Oche Earjo of a new J!ition 1 Union Part , 

and Isparhecher nd Roley i\.c •. ntos of tl e Mi sko 0 
-'e Pv.rt • 49 

Porter's platform pro _ised 6overnmente.l reform, o - osi· ion to 

~ llotm nt, removal of the gre.s~t p ... stur s by 1 wful near1s, 

destructio 

e ucctio 

f the "land i onopoly," nd tr e enco' r .-em nt of 

n of eco:'lomic dovelop1 ent. 50 .. · s person •'.ell vim·rs 

o the possi )ility of working out an acceptable co 11 1'or ise 

with the uawes Comm· ssion ·were, however, 1Ari ely !.~now • 5l 

Seeking lenders w 10 vrould be ubsolutel uncom )r m · si O i 

their re ist·.ncc to the fedor-1 ·overnment' <'.:, 'e:.11an s, t 1e 

Creeks olccte t,lG conserv ti vcs - s._JarhecLer n -~c ntosh 

4B d n· 3- 31: De o, io to :i.s~1 po· ranco, :.;,- 0 • 

l+ 9 -b · l - ,, 1 ' ' l . 1' • 
l 1.c., j ... lU!:WO,r~c~ lOellJ.X, nu.;,· C 15 , ' r"\r-

' .LO';l)• 

r.;o 
,, Plntforin ~!' t · o 1· 1 Union ). rt;, 

din Arc1ivc~, 356 1. 
. o ll;. , 1 ' 5 , I1 -

~pril 
•r 



-,,m,. crn. ent, Is tL hecher bece:._r.1e its chief' eY<:;cut,i ·r,~ ir D~c: : be 

of ..L895. It is indt.:ed. :i..·"'onic tlat, b th0 m.1cl uf hj.s t-·~ .,, 

t'_e lust V stiL_;eS of tribal i .de_;:;e-1dence 1-,ould be ST .pt r;,:cly 

nd the 1011 0 dreaded c.llotmffTt. of l · 1ds begu .. • 'i'hou 0 h t 1e 

st bborn old Chief . c .. de · valiant effort to reform the adr.1i 1is

trution .::...."l--1 to destroy- the oiver of tl e ·1rrh:... te inti·uders, the 

problems of his offic0 vrnre too com· lex for an :Llliter· te 

fullblood. · From the Council, from the Indian Office, a!"'icl 

even from the United States courts he receiv 'only evasive 

promises of s .pport and no real cooperatio ... Eis p:rotests 

against tle incorpor·tiorr of independent municipalities iithi 

the Creek Nation were overrulled by Judge 1I.'. .. lli•·- .. '1.1. Springer 

of the l1 orthern District Court who conti ued to grant mu..nici

pal charters under the la"li s of rknns· s.53 · nen the Chi .f 

appealed to the Uni01 Aeent to remove unwanted intru ers, h 

was requested to co, pile st ti sties ndir g rm "in esti 0 ation" 

uhich never seemed to cet v.nder wny. 54 n organ· :3at,io 1 of 

tlpro~;ressi ve" ci tiz · ns 1 nae d to obstruct the o ero. ion of 

hiG new l· ·ws for iddin[, the e1 )loymcmt of non- iti~en lL bor rs 

n C l l•· l Co rt de ision eventual~ obt~i e a recc .ig cl ri -

52Debo, toad to ;;;.D..:;;i..;;;s;...;.;..i;;......;..=;....;;..;-c.;..'_o, 361. 

53Ilid., 364-3 5. 
Cf :> "co,Jrai.f'"iOl r of I di ·m f 'r i "' ()' ., , 

77. 
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~- unco_ stit ionni.55 In des eratio·, t~c Ci f perso.cllJ 

employ a irm of white attor oys on h's om _es·o S..Lb·1·t~ 

~-d instituted 0uits in tie feder·l ourts ag inst _u.rnber 

o.i:: intrudi g c · t tlemen ~ but th me ch:Lnery of tL.c la1:1 bee . c 

very c nberso .e ' nd the sui · s 1Nere nt..:.11 pend· n.c; 't t_ c tir. e 

f 1 . s de .th L 1902.i::6 

One by one, the rem· inin.,.. tribal def ens es vrere re o, ed 

oy ct of Con 1-ress. U:1d r the law of 1sc 5 th Creek lands 

were surveyed preparatory to allotment. 57 The follo rin 6 ye r 

Conc:ress· directed the Dawes Commission to make the rolls of 

the tribes cmd ga e reJected applic nts for ,ri Jal citizen-

shi the right to ap eal to the fe eral courts. 5 D et er~ained 

to resist to the bitter end, Isparhecher called a new i·:1.ter

tr·· bal co ·ncil whic __ :net at Euf a la iri July of 1896. . t rn-

in.; frrn, 1Jas .in,Gton where he :as serving as tribal del ~ate, 

Pleas"·1t Porter attended this council. 59 Convince· tl1at fur-

t11cr resistance ar;ainst tho f doral policy vr,s futile, 1 o 

a ised the deler,ates to trer·_t with the D<1:i.·es Co .. issio • 

55nebo, Road .:__Q, Dis~p1 e rqnce, 363-364. 

56 . ' ' I· d 1 . l . 
Ibid., 3 s. 1n s, "' 1ite ntrucers in 

1 &tion n 62. Porter to J. n. Gi vons, J '111u· r 1- S, 900, In · 
' · O" r.. - 1 ti L ,_t Archives "Executive u .. 1c0, .1us :ocee I a· o 1, enor-l - v rs, 

<:.Jl' ~ry .i, 1 00, to April 19, l 01, rt 5-6. H re"f·c., ci·~ L • 

General Letter') 
c..7 
:> {applor, L v1s __Q ''reaties, - , 79. 

)0- ' r\ 1.bid., 00. 

5cDo o, -- to 
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_'he incvi t ... tJlo i c ..... .., ho.nd n c.11 i1 telli on - I..d:L .. nc 
' co :t on .i s for· uc to .. .:...re~ :. cc ·ullJ to L 

nou or, r o·,., thin 'C" or bo cri vcn forci )ly. l , r ct·c:::..n 
:.ec._y -::.o .. 1.__ cl1. ~,o one lo. · r a-_,::;'·'-· ~·. en you :;?!'C<..,cL. v .c 

vi ... ~· i·1-· ·y 0.L_r, ·,·rc·"··'.11 ,,ri''u·h •'l CD' ,rr,, Co·~1i,..<io1 , . CCC.•._ 
0 ---- ..,1 - v v _ (,,..,i.. l.J _ \/V l t ~ \,. V 1,.J • J..;.. - L...J _ ! . U i_J t.., 

Cl.::.lot :cnt. 'l'tc Olly thine~ th&.t - 01. v:.1 oublc,:::; v~.c I ( i<.,..l :.::; 

the __ .__m1G!' :.n wl ich the ch, .. m· cs un oc. L..nd ccc..c · c:_ c "vo uc 
brou ·i + · cu··- 1 ,.. t i· ... · .e -: 11 o,·· ··· ,r.. ·· c '·. _,_ c-cc· ... ;.•- ? 

V .,_1, l,• \_._(. V L,, _____ \A - l., __ .._, t,- (.,....l,'-'klJ \.J U,. __ lJ • 

,..,. e quc...,tion i0 no 10~1 CL oi' political ir.tc est ·co 1:-!10 Tl ·::..c.n. 

I·;:. ~- ..., <......,sou. 11·0.1 ·c·.c );i se f JOlitics to 0 •. c o:!: nL-tion 
~nd ind·· i .u--.. 1 i terost: Conf. 1 css 1.rit 10ut Lvi1.r, .... ny ... :1 oi;;l c., c 
of ··_c condition oi"' t..cL'Lirs i11 tLc i':j_·•c L' .. tio s, 1·0L..L.: li.:cly 
1...1-i .t tionL_ly 1 0 ;:,·~10 Inc.· an ~ Oc..t 1,rronL, i,i lm.'t, to sc-ct::..e 
t'_._, 1£.°c.tcr 1.,rithou-·- <,lie i:1tcrvc:1tio:., ..... <.:'. ice c c. co:_cc· t v:.. · __ e 
11, • i. I1"' r,:c er·cf'or u~• ,. 1c:, d·i I"'<"' r,,, ,.,. ...,d ·t cy 1 ri· 1 1 r, l p . y 

-- <-- u • -•• - , l,_ ._, ~- _<,;. ~.._, ••• v. v <....... • " -- --'-'- , u 

'·rcc..ty c _d. counse_, shc...pc 't.:tc ncu o· c.c_ of \:,Li~ cs :.:o:c i.,:_e "''--..:'o
ty ..... r:c Hc_fc e ··:.d D.clvi:..nccncnt of .,~ ei:. orn1 :::-,co:-,le.v 

oe:.··s to r.o ·otio.te before it vJcu cl be t o :i..~.tc. .:_iv.t v~ c ru.::..::.-

b::..oo·s re used to l~stc,n to of 

lcLoo.nt ?o:. t,e until ::::cn:Kr!.cc:ier hh1sclf roc0. c.10:. 'cu nc ct:.&.-

ll ~.n of thi.s c.e:.e 1...t:::..1...-: , <-- d : ot.:. ful_bloor S .1 .. . i:·cu-:,:.o C:.s 

l 96, -~ .is clo::..c 

~ 

i. 

· C · ~ '· c C'.1,oc~o.v-rn t~ c .dC B.r ..:,Qlll 0... C •• for;.1ul· tc u. set of co 

"·s t' , b .sis for Lny nc~o 
. , 

1, "1 v 1 1 fc er .. C 

l, ·c.u r ,, 

- 96. 

I 
Gl_clo, 

r C ,... 1~," "l':.-1,,4 -.;. ,., 

J6 • iCGOI'V<.., 11 ., 

ovc b .. 26, l 
l f 
• 

U V ~ Kl HOMA 
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limit. t · orw upon "L1.tu. ..,t,. tc ood, "-'rcre rej t; L., • b~ ·1, De, -s 

fl • . on. E2 1'h.., Choct .... o nr.n.s w "atim succumbed to ,he three.' 0 

coercio conch ded the first a_:,reenent 1,ith tL Cor.~m . Sf.> on 

tie follm·ring Decem' er 1 ut Atok 63 But L,hie Is --rh . er • C 

e r csscd _ is dot'•rminu.tion to ncont · nue the fi 0 t 11 and de id

ed to h -e " ot _in 0 more v!hatevcr to do ri"cl the gove:cr, ent' s 

unc 7, 1[197, Co· .r.--rGss p: ~s 

plac.:..ng the Inct·· 2ns under tl"e sole juris iction of the .tederal 

court.s a.'1 p:::-_ovic ing that all tribal legisl!J.tio· except res -

lutions for adjourD.Bent u.· .d acts relatin.; to negoti tions 1•!i · h 

the D i-1cs Co~ ni ssio·1 sh.ould be sub..; ect to a.pp: ... ov 1 by th 

President. rL_,_:i.s lau -r,,ras to become e.ff-:-ctive on J n 11 .ry 1, 

In Au_sust of 1897 Isp- r:.iechcr ~ dvise' a pecic.,;_l ses

sion of t.'le r &tional Co'.J.ncil to a1..)olish th del 6 tio_ 11e de 

by FleasMt l->.:.>rter', bu+ tho Council vo ·ed ver __ ..: s v to ~o 

• . ,,_ . 6 r.i. 11 l 0 e t ,,,.., 1 1~9,.., 
co;1t1.n·.J.e ne 60L.,lc...Gio.r.s. tina y, or ~) p e~.::)er ,..,, , 0 , , '! __________________________________ _,__ ___ _ 

6 \/ilJ.iam , • Saptlp~, ,~ ·ptern ,r 3, 1937, In 'i• n-' :..o 1 r 

n pe£·:,:, XL1.ll, 33.:;-31.,.0. Act, Creek I t,ional C .n · 1, : ovem i.::r 
10- 1G96, -n ian ,.rcl1i v s, 3OL69. ;l r '-'norc Pro; 1ross, u e 7, 
1r39,S. Jvv.tn licAl' stcr Co.')i tal, M y 13, 1 i97. 

63co1unissionor o±:' In .i·1.n • ff· :·rs, rni...al l~cDcr"'v, 1G97, 
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•
1 

,. eome t dth t,hG naue.., Cormn.:tsuion uas < rmm 1p rhicr. woulc. 

hLve pro i cd for the ,.,ivj_s:Lo.1 o: tho tr·1yl .J..c1.rnJs ··n 0~1c 

llL1 I"· sLrty er allot 1 .its to th- unrestricted possessio-

of all Creel- citizens. his .s .. •-reement uas re ·ecte almost 

lmc1.nin.o u1ly b · the N·.t:Lon' 1 Council in its re~u.lur session 

the £'ollmii 'lb October. 67 Ii o further act.io •ms taken, rd 

-t the close of the year the Cow.cil's richt rf in11epende1t 

actio1 ~as lost. 

to serve !ls regv.lc.r tribal ele.; -te du.ring tl1e Ispe,rhecher 

udii1ini strc...· io.,i, "'.rri red. in \•ash· n0ton acco .1pan · ed by hi f el-
n-

101: dej_eg~tes, S-ccnd Chief Roley McIntosh a..rid. ub ticI!ltJsh. 0 

. bi - 1 d.esi ... ~ned to ci ve authority _ or the d.estructio... of the 

trib .. 1 3overnnents in the In_ ian ,..,erritory hc...d <. rea y een 

intr0duced b7 Senrtor C1 ~0.rl12s Curt.is o. Kans! s. Seeins t~1at 

it would be i::n,..,,ossible to pre~ nt the passa ·e of tl1is z.e· 1 s'1.ro, 

the delc,;a'ces concc~1tr1tec on c"1. attempt to .Jt i t_1e ·- o..,t 

favoro.bl pos8:i.bl3 te .is. In testif· ins; bef0re the -ar·ous 

cont"'ressional conu itteeo they expressed ,h.eir poirts o.f view 
w 

on r,1• 1y r.1"'L ters. "'11:.cir b · ct was to im1 res s one co .1:.1oi1 har

HD!l~ous idc" • • • · ncl to D."1: th!.'.t • • • it ·he incor ora r-. 

i t.lC b::.11 u~(;. 1 oin,.J prep2..red. 1169 lJ rticul.rly 

t:71 0 · ct., Co . issi .. r oi' L d ·airs, 
1~9._:, L l-;-li,/.,.5. (,,y,.,lcr, L.:-rc- and ' 1 r I, 05 

68 
;. t £ • t,Q ,.,cl.ll 1 1 • C: . 1' f ~( I ] • b 



l?O 

:i..11 scc·urin 6 r ''tl.~· ctions -:-wt t ou1.d >f' ent th 

(1 t ... - 1><...~>· s c>_f' -.,-r.il .. ,, .... 1·011 •~r-101 r .... 1 1 Cr''"',, c·1·t· "en ~ - S ~1 •- ., CU.I -.._, U.-. I I,.~ , '- _ __ Li • 

<·t, '0:lf 1 
.) - '--' 

lf tor ,;,ho ou 6~1t to block '1 · s 1•ropos~ 1 ti1at he tov_1site l ds 

s ... 10 ld b :i.nclu ed ir:. the gen ra._ allo'·,t1ent at :~in:.m 1 • <.:me 

·we .... ,,., . 1.,y--1 :i ve t.o tllree,h d e.l dollars 

i.,cr acre. 70 Con,·ince tl1at he hec one 1:,vsryt.~1i::-1:.:; possib e, 

.?ortc-1· re urn -d to l-Tuslwgee on I1ay 16, l 5')$. In .n .'..!1tervi w 

ar.wn T-:ei:rts co make i~ i;_ore accep ab::.c to t.lle r-esi e 1'~s of the 

I dic.11 'l'err_;_tory.! 171 

'l'rue to Foyt,er' s predictio 1, tr e C·1.rt::..s Act w,..,G pc .. s ed 

J u_n_e 2t,, 1893. The t el'i:ls of th" lc.v were not, hm e-v0r, ns 

pI'ovisions ev-ery t:cil:al \J:i.tiz i1 vas to rcccj_vc 

sixt:,r 2.crc &llot11cnt -·E fee i.1pl C-::.11ll ~ell tmmri .. 

n ~d c rn,r-ol o: L:c.:.lv.l , cLo 1:::. Hc:,s .'....,i L cv r t, : t1 c 

of 0110 r..torio • ;.ll •-C"~ur.:..t · 2J 

70 bid. " 1h Five "ribcs in Cor,·r..:..ss," Clt n r 
.. , '. \ 

ro, ~rcss, _'... t,.; ....... 

7 ~ry 21, 1 , ~. 

J'iT 
J 
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R 11ulled ~ _ t:1 tr· al courts olis ed. T1c ac~ fu·ther 

pro ided t t t ~e f der 1 courts might cor pel tri' al off ..:..ci · 

to st rrender thei1 rolls · .nd re uir ci izens to recister 1"'or 

llot. ent. 72 

'.L'he '>c ssar;e of the Curtis Act 10rked the oec;iru i ;; 

of t 1e end. From th<..tt time on there u -s little tern·t·ve 

but to accept whatever te ,1s the r;overnment s 1.;1 fit to · pose. 

Isparhecher, now old and sick, became a pitiable fiLrure s Le 

helplessly denounced the perfidy of the sovern.ment. 

The U: i ted States govermnent has by its la e acts o,C> 
co· 0 ress abrogated th0 treaties heretofore made with the n
dians of the ndi n Territory, lisre ·arding th ,ir tlis _eo u 0 
ign.oring their treaty ri hts. • • • this is an assunption of 
po rer unaut orized by the organic lavrn of the /uJ.e · ca_ Unio:1 
• • • 1r1h ·_ch wot:.ld be :. esi sted as such if such treatr.iont ucre 
attempted against th simil r rights of any other _atio1 t~ n 
the ,-rnal<, efcnseless ribes of tho I dian 1erritory •••• i· 
is a c 1a.ll2...nge of power i·.rithout offering the I:1diar \•-ea o _ 
of defense. The Indiun is sin ly tarcet to ,...t up n b-
shot do½_. This is not fair •••• _t has ev r been tho 
boast of .1ericans that, above all other th~ng , th y love 
fair play--equal ri;;hts to the h1.mblcst of her citizens ·t 
all t::.ues--but asl-- in 11 c ndor, is suc_1 the f ,ct r Gard-
ing the Indians at this tin? Is it fa::.r that the Creeks s1all 
be denied the use of their mone,r to use tLey ple se. Are 
they not free born, nn 1 entitled to tlw excrc·,... of the riG t 
cuaranteel to a free i ople? et we, tho C ~ k~ re dcni 
t e use of the means necessary to protector rit:;hts in the 
courts of he Dnitcd States. mhc rrc p10 id nt of i:ee 
people so..y.) we can't h o thG 1'1.oney tot t our con t·tutio1c:.l 
ri '"ht s in t .e courts. 'i'hus seem" that re~ tl Cr o_ ... C!, h· _ "C 

no-..,richtsof ~lf-control, ri_d ar to ol i·-'t,l L...., ittl 
children only. 73 

It 1 s .:v;- i 1s"v this backr;round of n"' tio 1' 1 1. 1 ir 

73 .... ,, r:1 1er co Jo 1n icC,:i.lbr' , F br 
Collcc'Lio , .... III, J li,L-hi:,9 .. 

l:>, lu<), 
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.L t.1 election of lul.}9 ,-r G con 'ucted. ;;;,till u <;.ule 1.,0 

~.il re of 

a ·_in to 'h 

on t l ir 

tl c nee ssit 

t 1 C 
. r rev red 

f ch 

leader, 

,.,. 
u 

the 

b· ck isLricts uhcrc the 

ci nt c·1sto '"' a _d ··o ermre ..... 

d r: bit ·er b r tLe 

u 1 loo s ,-· tl d1 OH 

f ·l t, ~ cou_d car .... 

t. 'eir 
. u 1 loods p 

y 

r-

ticip· ted in the election 1:L ich evol vcd int cont est amo g 

hree ticke's. Pl as-nt Porter d ~ty Tiscr uere nom·n ted 

on July 5, 1 ,-l.99) for t,1e ·Jrincipal 

by convention of the ttprogr ssi ve el ment u .. 1el Oksmlc..:ee. 74 

In an ttempt o reg in his prestige, Le[:_;1.;s C. Perr 

sented l ir.1self ac in s a candidate for rincipal chief, 

choosine as his ru.nn · n j mo.t.e George 1,:. Grayso1 , uhile t e 

conser ati ve candidates ,..rere Roley ·11cI tos'1 ·1 ::illiar 

,1cCo. bs. 75 Since a 1 rr;o nurn.ber of the f· llbloo •S bs· · i e 

from voting.in protest over he Clrtis \ct, the rel contest 

yas betvrnen Perryman c::.nd Port Gr. 'I1he vot 1.-mo !1 ld 01 Sep em

ber 5, 1899, and resulted in the electi01 of Ple cant Porter 

and :ioty 'l1i['.;er "by a s:.1all yet safe ra · ority. n Isp r c 1 r 

t.e issued pro l·mation declaring t1ei "duly· d 1 

elected to t1 off·ccn of Princi al 

ti cly.n? 6 

7l south I :cf lent er Ca i ta.l, 
Phoenix, Jul 20,199. 

75 let1 l'US, 
~ ,. em er ; , 1 9 / , 

11 13' 1 ') . 

... 1 ction, 
, 296L,.6. 

761bi< • okoo- c · Sc t 1 

roclc:un ... io , Octoi r . , l 1 A1· 

~ sl or 
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On December 5, 1099, Ploas~nt P rt r off:ci ly ·s

s1..uncd t_1e Prin ipal Chicftnin..:ihip of tl e ::usl~oc8e ~a.t · on. 

-Iis duty ms now to e ide on 1.:nw:i.lli -[( people throu~l the 

estruct.ion of their oim institutions to th cccpt'-"-t1cc of 

U_ ite States citizenshi··')• His ndmin1.strat · on 1 &s to trite.e0s 

n crcat transition. 



CHAPTE V 

'l'RI AL LE .D .L SH P 

The opening of the tvrentieth century ·witnessed the 

be.sinnin 0 of a new ancl fin 1 phase in the history o_ ·h 

Creek Lation. The long and bitter stru.c;r;le for trib 1 'nde-

pendenc \as over. ·nder the provisions of tho Curtis ct 

the pattern of dissolution h'd alr ady been etermi1e y 

Congre ...... s. rnhe Creek government h d been striped of its re

mainint; powers, the tribal laws had been bolished, :llld th,._. 

Dawes Corn.ission had been authorized to proceed Nith 

of allotment •1 The t sk ahead for the inconin 6 dm.ini stra

t,ion 1 muld be to E,l-1. • de the Creeks to an acce t nee of the 

new orde:-c and to protect them from the men uho sought -~o de

spoil their hcrit-ge. 

In his inau£,1.1ral o.ddres to the atio .ci.l Council 01. 

Decenber 6, 1899, leasa t Porter denou1ced the C rti Act 

for it,.. "radical c un,-•cs, pen- 1 exactions • • • n in 01 -

sistoncie". n 1lea.s0 11inc that what hua. b en one woul i.lOt b 

un O 1o, l owcvcr, he o tlincd a _)ro-::;rt of coop ratio 1 " 1d 

1nc ,1' rt,1ont o · t 10 Int ior, 
pr 2, 1 -21, 32. 



"'t on ~ly rocorru nded the n cotiD-tio OJ.. · nm-r g er. t with 

th fed ral go"I ernment, ,::>ince the Curtis Act hu' .:;one i to 

ffect wi tl.o -:.t Cr - ek pprov 1. I SU[.;£_;este' tl · t .un 0ree-

m ::-it rc:tified by the lational Council 1, ould rei. ove some o · 

-~he r.1e s re's ,1ost ob· ectionablc feat ··es. To prevent the 

mrns Cornn· ssion from establishing it Qi,fil criteria of trib 1 

membc· ship, he further recor; nenaed the pass ge of acts defi -

inc; Creek citizenship and providin for the takinc of a na-

.,_ional census. 2 These sug estio·1s ·were en .cted by the Coun

cil c.nd a delegation to nee;otiate an acceptable -greement v. s 

c?.ppointed vrith·the Chief as ex-officio. chairman a..nd George A. 

Alexander, David M. Hodge, Al ert P. ,fcKellop, C1 b -1cintosh, 

and former chief Isparhecher as members.3 

P • d t Tr- 11 • ~ r • 1 tl d · d ' h resi en ·,ii. _:Lam -1c.~1.; ..... ey s_1or y isupp ove c ese 

acts on the grounds th t the D·-v:es Com..rnission 1: a thorized 

by federal law to determine trib·l citizenship and that (.;ny 

changes i:n the terms of the Curtis Act deemed necessary co .ld 

be attended to .rithout (.; ·e1e 6atio 1.4 Hoping t.o co11vinc t _e 

governl!1ent of the need for a new a Tee. ent, Port or r· de :.1 

special triiJ to Washingto in Jc...nuary of 1900 d uUCCC ded 

in erfu din[; Secretary of tle nterio Eth,n • ]itchcoc 
... 

2Fo::.~t r ·· o Creel' 1{ ~tionul Council, D · tb r 6, lu ;;9, 
General Lett rs, 267. 

3 Ohl,~n Horton, nmh, P l i .:i c:. l Hi sto o h 
In .:.m1o ...,.:.. cc tl"0 Ci il , r" ( publisl d :'i· .·ter' 1 

De,· rtn nt o: 1 • ~tor· , Unive:i:'"·ity 1 29), 

1u ry l' , o. 



126 

to nvit 1 

On Feb ary 1 the Chief retur d to 

ft r consultin:3 ~n in:fon al eounc·1 o lGadin citizens o 

t ... e es...,entic.,.l oi ts of an acceptable agreem nt, r vole 

b c, to ! s ington ~t the head of the dele£ation. 5 

Accepting t ·1e :fundamental provisions of the Curti 

Act for allotr ent and tribal dissolution, the Cree_ s i' ere 

p rticul· ly nxious for the tribal eovernm.ent to ret . .:.n some 

neasure of control over t1e public schools nd to 3ecure re

newed recognition of t _e tribal courts. Porter rgued thc.,t 

concessions in these matters would amount to a confession of 

the incompetency of their government nnd a reflection upon 

the j_ntegrity of tribal officials, but, Commissioner of 1 di&.n 

Affairs 1JJ .. A. Jones decl .red that t e vmuld never agree to s- cl 

terms. Only after Conw issioner Jones had su.ut_;ested th· t t e 

negotintio:s be disconti ued did the Creeks ·ive in to a Oil

promise providing for "Indian control" of the chools mder 

f ederaJ. n s1..1.pervi <'.',ion. n6 

· d ~n '·,1~s1in.~ton. H s sign e .,_ i - _ Although there we ·e com concc s:.;.ons 

to the Creek oint o view, the rovioion~ o. t1i 

5-;: _, · 0 • Porter to .Ioty Tic r, Ja ru r 1, 1 00, Gen r· 1 
Let tern, 391-392. ortcr to D iel , t · rr, Fcbr 1 .. r l' , ..,00, 
ibid., 13-lli,. 

6 ... o~r.tcr to vrilli~ iI. S.,>rinr·er, d - 25, 1900, 
99. So t 1 .'IcAlos , Cn )it'"'l, L..:.rc. G; 1900. 'r i... 

: tio. · 1 C01 · cil, 1ny 7, ll)Ol, I 1, 1 , 1 
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i not d · ffer fu 1d· entally from those of the Curt·· s .ct. 

Its teras L cl ded the fee sim l llotme C of Cr er lr 8 

in O!e JU 'red sixty ~ere tracts. All _a,ds \rcre to ea -

prised on the basis of H valuation of ~6.50 re for t c 

b -sv lands, ·1d the differences i v uation wer ~he to be 

nequ lizedn from ca italization of the ari..n "ties an ot_e 

ftmr s of the tr.:. be. For the protectio· i of '-h full loo o, 

.:.t un.s provided that e::i..ch allotment would include ·· for~y 

acre "homestead" 1hic1 should be innli,na le for .J. period of 

twenty-one years. All townsites were to be reserved from 

the general c:Lllot:,1ent 8.nd sold at -,raluations uppr i sed by 

co.mittees appoi_ cod by ta Creek Chief. PersoJs occupying 

tmm lots at the ·time· of the signing of t e aP"reement i,rere 

to be privileged t,o buy them ''t fifty per ce_1t of valu2.tion, 

and those .1avinc the legal rigM.~ of occupa:.a:cy of tm,m lands 

in excess of four acres were to have the right to pLrch se 

or e-fo 1rth of all Jo~~s into 1.-Jhich t:1at la11d wo 'ld be i vi ed 

at two-thirds of tte appraised value. One l un red and sL"ty 

acre allotraen s Yere also to be c adc to ch 1 rches, chools, 

and recot;nized charitable institutions.7 

In &.ddi tion to tl e allo 1!1.cnt ;irovi sio:1 c-, t. :e Ori i .., 1 

1 
◄rE,c .. ent co:ntai11ed ·.n aut oriz.::tio f,)r thl, s . iss · o 1 of 
J 

all r0mr inin; clG.irn t.) t: , S nc.te or to th U1:it · St qtos 

court of Clni c. • t · 1 tuo ycaro. 1hore "-·('l 

7 Ori ·i~al Cree: .1 r ,re mcnt, 1 0 , :'-1 j_ ·1 .. _ 

1'V">, J,;;;7. :{ )pl 1·, L Wl:3 !...!._ -------- - , 7;_ - ) " • 
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th t t1 fe r 1 courts ,ere to 1 ve com lete juris iction 

int e Creek I .tion end thu.t tho st·tutes of Ark.en rs T(Le 

o be ~ppl"~d thor in. The ni ed States cbreed to reCOG ize 

the trial gov '"'nr,ient only -s r·epresc it .t:i. vo c..s..,oci ·· -t,ion 

, ... d fina.ri.cial corporation until all tl:e Creek J.nnds d b e 

llottcd an the tribal funds divided equ ly. T .e trib 

r,over ent w n to be clis~:;olved on -1arc 1 I+, 1906. 

Returning to r-1t· skogee on April 12 Por er expressed 

confic:..e ce th.?t the agreement ·would be ratified. 9 Ac, a .thor

ized by the Curtis Act, the Dmves Co:r.unission had o.J.re· dy beg n 

tl~e 1!ork of allotment on .pril 1, 1899, c::.nd , , s novJ procress

ing rnpidly. In a circular letter -'-o the tovm cniefs dated 

J1-Ll'J.e 19, l :;,00, Chief Porter -i:-eport -d tl 1 c.t sone ten tho11.scnd 

Creek citi zer.s had t- aken their allotments ~,nd that fe rer h m 

four thous nd remained to make selections •10 Every-vr ere co:il 

be seen the signs of "proE.ress." 'I'he newly chartered n u.nici

p&li ties--Mi..:.skoeee, Oknm.lgee, Tnls2,, r-1a5oner, Eu au.la, Sapv.lp , 

.oldcnville, Checot-:L.ti, ~nd Wetumkn--h- d formed t~ eir -·overn

me: ts and 1·rere b :sy 1!'Ti th ~)lans f r ci vi. c imn:-:-ove1 e. t •11 1 'i th 

the destruction of trial a~thority, ·her ilro~as bar to 

r,l: 
0 Ibid. 

9 1uo-wc e Ploeni.x, April 12, 19 o. 

lO ortor, c rculcr lottor, J nc 19, 1900, Gone· 1 L h 

..,ors, 133-139• 
11 n0 ~~,.r to r:r -1· r;-tio 1ctl C uncil, 0·t , 1 1, 

-nd', 1rchiv s, 35'6&. Debo, ___5! ntill 1; _._· __ -1.b, 7u. 
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e te their line. a.nd tho re 1 estate spec 1latorv red0i1bled 

tl eir eff'o:r·ts to swindle t 1e .fu}.lblo d. 12 

- roug 01 t t,. (~ summ r a .d f• 11 of 1900 the r~ti fica-

Port r cu:;. od i 

1.Tus!to:-::;ee. Here he work: ,d to p:i: otec-i-, the interes s of his 

peopl d to influe ce them to cooper te ,dth th. D wea 

Cor.rr:u.ssi n .:.n select.:.ng allot:r.1ents. "e m·fL · 1e, the profou· d 

soci 1 .m _ economic cho.neoa it1r01.1.ght by the forced trans~ tio _ 

vT0re having :o serious ir.1pc,ct upon the irreconcil bles. Con

vtnced that their troubles stemmed .from the surrender of the 

ld la'.,JA and custo.11s, they again withdreir to f f.:. t.ribnl 

organization th t vw~lld tri.. ly represent them. As early ~s 

;,;r. ,y 1000 ::i .ser.ret council vias l eld at Brush ·_ill ,..,,.-re t e 
... .1 " ' / ' ..... ~ 

fullbloon ,.,,i e-''"'nces were discussed and the evil t2.r:1es dee ied. 
(.,,)- - , ..,,.._ 

A special delegativn ·was he ... 'e eJ.ect.ed to go to 1' '~s _in 0 t.on to 

state these zrievancG to the go-;1ernment •13 'i' . ..,,. ~ '"'-r1e n•on"'· .h .._. <..<.v ;::,u..;, L, l, J 

th\3 delGgntio 1, C')!.s:i.sting of Chitt0 Hcrjo or Crazy sn~kc, 

Fot· JJ-cGc o.holu, Hotulke Fi::~i.co, t"4'1.d S nct~y To · so 1, ar ,:_ v .d 

in 1J7as~1i.ngto .. to confer ',:1ith ·he Cor.1-rn.· ssioner of 1 ct::.an Aff• ir • 

·ncert&ln s to ,fueth~r or no, this delo~~tion, ~ to Je 

.;._------------------------·-------
12-b. ~1 ~., Foreman, .., 3 .-

;J -
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conni er d f ici ·ll, . ct· nrr Co! .ias.:..01 er L. C. o!lner teia

. ,d Chief Porter, who r lied th-:·..:, the· s. o :ld not uo 

21~'~ ..,.,Tc..1.. c i-:01r.- str . ·-iclecl. 

th ir leader, Chitto Harjo, back to the nlian Terr'tory 

~.-!'1 re he circula·;:;ed the new the,.\, he ·;as _ blo -~o defeat the 

.._}end.i..i. G Creek _r._.3reeme.nt 0.n-l ha 1 pei~suad d t~ 

recog-:liz: a row Creel,: rJ•tion. 15 

Learni "1.6 that Ghi~to 1 ~-rjo had c2.lled a1.o-chcr secr·et 

c uncil and intended to establish •. ri r 1 fu.ll"clood .-;-c,vern-

ment, ?orter wrote to t 1e :Jnio:n ·beut, J. BL1i '\,oe.:1f • t, 

fc.irthc~min 6 fullblc,od co· r,._,..,..:_1 authorize 

fulltlood :-os.iti,,:,~ is c iC.en ::.n his i,mrds f -:~dv:'...c to 

Ynrteka .iarjo. 

Our lc'..:.r.i.<L-> r,:ce b . .:..~1t..: ..... 1lot·cd '1:ithoc:t ~.y n.-T·ce.ie t 
on the pi.trt of the Creeks, but by L:n·r of Con· -res"'. t i ~ 

15 f)oj· !~ ,, ·,o 01 O" 1 ·cl· 
... V .... ..,L "' .... ' , ioi 
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r , r-· .,-1t f th Govcrnm -n.t; to mc:..ko t .es8 n 0 es evL 
o~r people to tnke their la i sevor~lty brc ~ 
ti I e _10 .... 0.cec_ Cl:.stcm of ho l :_-,_:r· t GL. ]_ ..... nds i cor.:1f:t0ll o llt 

tl1 Gov r: .. eut of th , Uni tud ~t tes is ery powerful · ~d i· 
,.,.C vX .r-cj_~~ :!:' .i.ts O\IJer .. ~HD r}ct'"'rmi::.cc. to 

the C~ cks hare no 1~1er to resist the 1dll 
c-:,io<,17 u...; u ....... .,). 

• u , 'chs ... 1t1.,.bbor.i1 

r!._:3 i 
oft 

c unsel o :- ~mrren er. 'l'he denial of tribaJ_ .funas did .. ot 

1~-0 ;•:ork supported ly mon ... hly c.1.;..ec fro. :.ts ;;.c::ber-

secret 

to secure the rcato~atic~ cf t ;. , 0ld trib-

for a tim ., ev~: 

, .. r:..rtOUS. Chi jo or 

a._,nin, ::...:itru.sion ar.d t1-c o. ployr:"'. t of no -citizen a 1 r 

17Porter to Yurt le Harjo, ul, 13, 1900, n i· i r
cr •. · ... c:..., ]l."> 0• 

l[.i r l)r I\ 
J .._, U J ~i I •.11 1 ( ,_ 
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r s lt i _ 

Sho nfelt fo 

0· isor r, c~ief Port r tpp ale to -set 

police ., L'!.r · t Okmu.1.--·ee urin
0 

tho s · tti1-g 

of tle Counci1. 19 of t, __ e re2.l soriousn "'S of e 

situation, howev r, the 

inti __ id'-' tio 1 an too_ .. n 

disturb ce. 20 

ent ner ly pron·scd p_otec1:,ion ·ro_ 

te· to n op n 

'I'he Council met i· · its nnnu 1 scssim. on October 4, 

1900. 21 In _is openinc aess .ge Chief Porter ~ve ~ detailed 

o .tline of the Creek negoti tions t ·th the government and o 

the ro ress of allotment. In discussL g t 1e ou look for the 

future he was completely reali: . .,tic. 

The effort to resuscitate cm.d reest'"'blis_ u. 6overn
ment ~dministered by ourselves thus fr has roved futile, 
and the o tlook is extremely unfavorable to the success·_ 
ever again recovering even ~he liOSt limited forn of bri 

government. 
. Assumin~ this to be true, it behooves us to c st 

abou'c and find u.r1 t is best for us to do. -n _ ininG 
t is question it ,:-muld be best for us to . ote the i l.l'. e iate 
con itions and environments and vAht is transpirinG to a. 
Government over us is a m·nistered by the United States; 0 1 _r 
lands p.._tented to us as a tribe or n tion a.re ing "'llotted 
to the individual I ei. bers of the tribe under at- hority of c::. 

lm·r of Consress. It is true t. c...t it is a Jitted t 1·. t_1e 

title "GO t;i0 l!:lnds can ot be segreg.::i.tod Yithol an acr eme t 
idth us so to do. The 1· ds of tl t ~be wer pute1tcd o 
the nation in ful_ill ne Tt of treaties m t .. lly c r d po. 
and be ·ueen the United 0 t tes , d th- Creek 1r ion, · 
partl tio can not be L .... i fully r.1 opt b r mut c.,l 
of tl e co:1tract · .1c parties, ~he tro· 1 or · 'TO , , en· 

191. c. 1on er to o Mc nto~h, 
mho as W. Perryman, a urry lv, 1 01, In~inn 
Porter to 8hocnfclt, Se tm1ber 27, 1900, 
233. 

anuury 2;, 19 1. 

r Ji,., 1900. 

Go'-' t, L 1 

iv , 31,545. 
Lott - .. ,. , 23,--
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.. c lu f 1 , . d sual manner vril be seen to o oi the 
hirhost inportance.22 

Actinr; in acco do.nee with the Chiof 1 s sur;[,· tio s, 

t 1 · Council vote to continue the nee:;oti tio· s for con[,recs-

on 1 r tificatio of the Cr ek Acroement. h dclcg._.t·on co.

si inc of Amos ~c ntosh, John_. Got, and Thomas ~T. Fcrryrnan 

w selected to represent the tribe in l.ashington d ri ~ the 

coming session of Congress and instructed to Hort. pc.rtic 1 .rl 

for the ratification of the Ar;reement of :i !arch as siened 

e ·cept for two chan:es--a provision tom ke t.e entire allot

nent, instead. of only fort, acres, inalien .ble for twenty-one 

years and another to ci ve the tribal ,c,·overnment the right ·co 

appeal the decisions of the Dawes Con ission to the federal 

courts. 23 

~,!earn·1h".le, in October o_ 19 0, while t_ e re lar 

Council was still in session, t1e fullbloods held their o~

council at the no1 I ickory Stomp Ground, t, a tradi tio 1 1 cer -

menial square about t,ix miles southe st of Ie ryett~. . ere, 

they chose Chit to Harjo ~ s their 17princ.'...p 1 chiofn and est, t-

lished their o tribal :_;overnmm t with <-, bicam- r 1 1 ,:;isl -

ture a· national court. Recmactil ~ t ~ ol lc;;ws, thl".\y 

np· oi·1tcd li<-;1t .oroenen to enforce tl o , '"'poci 11 

22 )id. Porter to Creel~ 
1900, Inc inn Arc! i VCG, 356 l.,,. 

. . 
• vl n 1 Cotncil, Oct b r •, 

23portcr to • I CJ.nto'"' 1, T. 1 •. P rr- 11,' , , 1c Go· · , 
r 10, 1')00, ('c eral Lot.tt.:1'"', 309. 1torh, G t, 

d 1' • ' • J 1 fl r.Jil t 0 • v h O C . t ·: Z .1. ,.. O l 
I 
h O ( t . 0 1 , 

J n • r- 2 J, l ;.J 1, ln .. n Arc .., , 30209. 
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t osc members of th tribe wl o l .d cce Jted llo rac _ts. 24-

1 1 :rell th ~t the Snakeu intended to c, _ ry out tl c 

u_1i shme ts the , h d enacted, the members of tl , ,: ~ tio: c;;.l 

Council becLme gre tly l rmed. On ·ovem er 2, 1 U Pleu.s - · 
' 

orter c..[; 1 _) oaled to A3ent Shoenfclt for prot ctio • 

The Sn 1..-e f ction _.. c:..djourned · he· r co entio of 
council, but re callinu little .. eetin[;s L .,__ eir tm·ms ::o · 
t_1e pur ose of notifyin[; their fact ion of the 1 1:1s they l c1.1:e 
tnade, whic t~hey intend to enforce; on[; oth :cs, is a law 
to u ish by whipping and fine any erson th t h s ..,_ 1-·.rhi te 
man ired. Another is, whipping without tri~l persons ch ge 
vith stealine;--they intend to follow the p rson, c tc1 tim, 
tie him to a tree wherever they f·· nd _ im, vlhi i · n1 , cut 
off his ears, a1Ld other p nisl ments. 

: ·write you this t J.at you may knou ;,11· re is a 
feeling of dread ainon:; me-_bers of o r council o oi f' h !ne. 
'l1his council vJill -::1djourn :ionda-,, n so ;ie o· tl em h:"lve een 
notified that they are summened [sic] before their cou,.cil to 
__ ea.r the Sn·,.ke lav,r rend. •ro r not coming bacl has 6 iven en
courar;ement to those here that are partly in symp t_- wit 
the Sn&ke faction, 11' either you or Ins~ec-or J. Georg 
Uri ht should co'!1e here ,,vithout fail · nd tel our ... eople t·1ut 
the Snu.ke f ct ion with their l · v.rs vrill not be permi.tt d to 
in~erfere t e people. If you do not do this th _ e ,;·Jill be 
trou: le, pcrho.:os bloo 'she wi tl in the next ti·m or tLre uo ·ks, 
which it vill be very m ch to be r L,retted. 

If yo _ Lre not 0 oinc:,' o s :i.pp:c• ss the"e peopl , notify 
me an l we will estaJlish our own courts a.11 sub.:ect tll-m to 

1 /"J 25 r ,.,. 

'Ihis appeal w s .:....nsworc t,ho i'ollm-rinc; y ~ roe-

1. J.ation from the Ur.it cl ..;ta~cs rnnrs 1 1 :"l rnusl'"OG e, L o ~. 

0 e:ru1ett, ,rho wari d ttc oil<:cs to isbc..n • 2 ':' l tll... t O" 

, 
• .r:..-~'T'":'-'--=~-~, 

0 
' • 

25 or · •r to S oc c t, ovc1:1b .r _, 9 0, ' r·l L 
er..,, 2?7 • 

') 

,, L o 1~ • JJ 11 t t , Pro 1 t 1, 
c1 inn A · hi v c, Jh51,,5 
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1.1 mbcrs o_ the Council rctu1n to the.' r· . or:1.cs un L:.,tur' ed. 

On December 17 orter •.,.r.rote to the ele,_,;: te ln 

t1Tlrn country is u:Let, ot L ffected by rumors. It -· s lookin 

Kit} eepest int rest tow~rds you to _. f ct fo· th~m - ,.., 
le.. ror-

•)ble o.. tre ty o.s possible, lnd at s ea_ ly d t os pr· ctic· -

le. n27 But th f lse atmor:;phere of security was ilisle· .ding. 

'I'he fuJ.lbloods stub'oornl: refused to countene. 1 c.:.-·ree.:nen-:, 

t_at weld co_firm the ch"'nses .b .... t w re bing fore d up n 

"them, and the:ce were me·_ in the territor r who hoped t · .t £.. 

full scale Snake u ri in,q; wo· lcl completely 'iscredit c e 

tribe 1 government a1d lace ·c 1e Indi '"Li. s at the . ercy of 

!.s the nm: centur-r 1-ia.s 

uuhered in, the throat, of i:nsurrectio!l 

cloud over the Creek cou.try. 

r.-ain u ung l · :ee 

Early in l1uc.ry of 1901 le~- sant Por er a.,;· in 

d - 1 

tr( vcle 1 to 1,Ju.shin~ton to bo resent durinc the r· tific•=1'-io:1 

ne[,ot:Lations. 29 r:, e dele:,ates h d already sec·1re' tl e strik

-·.nr; out of · hotl ~ co tested cla.use ,:1ich uo ·l h""'ve } · e 

sole control of oil n ... ' other minerc,l leases to t 1 Departrn _,..,.. 

of tho I· terior. 'iouev r, · roup of · or1 ·tori'~l "boo'"'t "'tt 

27 ,.'orter to Gout, -1.. _ Ic- .tod1, a11 ,..., -
1 • • 

Dec~, er 17, 1900, Gencr·l ct r, 334. 

,. 
I v 

26TulsJ D t, ~c rt·ry 1, 1901. 

29 . ..iorve•r to A. 11 
err-", 3 ·h- 3 ) • 11 "ko 

, JO, 90 
· r r l' , 

-r '71' 1 , 

, r 1 
:; 1. 



, -.-•~ '•lr·e' dy 1 0 1 b ri· Yl • to 
1 ..,. ,. I. -• -- ,J • -""U 

'efe Ti '10' r-l u_.., 0 U ro ision rrent.ly closirecl by tLe Creeks f d-

er 1 s pe::--vi io _ of !. r•ricu.lt ral le ses of c.llott - 1 lc.;nds.30 

The f ollo·winJ: month, fi1 c:.~l terms were at last a.;;rce' upon 

and passed by ConGress. he Origin 1 Creek Agreement as 

sig.ned b r Freside_.t r-·i:c' L le-- on M"rch 1, 1901, contaL1e the 

s 1ne t.e .. s wit: re 1.:;ard to allotment as the agreein nt · 0£/-•t..'..ated 

the previo s ?oar 1-1ith a few ne 1 : pro isions. It \•Ic s not to 

beco.ne effective unless r.'.J.tif.'...ed Ly the Creek Council :.d +· in 

thr-.e months. The allotment rolls were to be closed o· the 

date of ratificatioj_1 by the Council, and no chilr1ren born 

after t.Tuly 1, 190G, were to be elirr"ble for allotments. Tl e 

sale of ny allotted lf,.,_ d..-:.i w·· tho t t1e u.pprov l of t. e Secre-

t ry of the Interior was forbidden for ,, period of five years, (.;. 

but the twenty-onG yer:..r alien·tion restric ion on ·'- ~ e fort l, 

acre homeste d was~ de applicable to fullbloods only. Tne 

terms of the coinvromise o· school contro. 1-.r i·e fur,..h r cl·, i

fiec.l y the ) ov· sio!1 tLc.t ·"he Cr· cl: school u .d ho~ld b 

sc_iools place 1 v.nder t 10 cl"' r ct super risi n o th Cre 1: 

och ol ~u~erintonde t t 

neut oft e Inc.erior. 'i'lle uc"":tio1 , i whet 1\,';r r no - 1 .. .LO l ' 

would uccom · li 

:rj, ·il :.), , • C 
~ ___ Iui, 1 13s. 

1 
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eYti1-c · ion o trio· 1 · -· tlc ·w•• s c m· er c expl · c · tl; w· thi 

vec ion tvmnty-th:::'c.,e, uhich ... tran .. ,f~r of , 
l 

o ti1e Creek t1"::.. be to i:1di vi 1.H 1 < llc .... ,t 0.,:, m1(l to oth -r !)Cr

son'"' • • • s 1all 10t inur to th b c it o ., ,1 rL..il o· ' 

coupLny, or V (.~ ... ._, v in .J.nj r i.lroa 1 co 111),., ny-, .. ·y l'it_; 1t > i., cle, '-

or . r ~crest JvO oi tl: lan of ,. , Cr k _il or ri· ,. C <• e io tt 
Ll. ·J u l, • 

SLortly a..fter I" tL.. ing the Creel A-:;reem nt, Con~r ss pussed 

unother ir.1portar_t <:>,ct on :,Iarch 3, 1901, de.c2. rinw the.t &11 

I di s in t~1e Indian T rritor - were citi~ens f 't,he :i. ited 

St ..... tcs. 32 

Deeply C01:1C r::.ed ov vr th. it 1pondi:u," 'tC!'G 1i1ent ':,. th 

1 

Con:;ress which uot::L iestro,- t·1<,, tribe, tLe Sn2.ket1 reconvene 

tl eir council :J.t ~ickory 'round in Janu .r o 1901 c.r i , r-.L 

prepared to enforce t 1eir nlaysu restorin~ th trib·.1 ·"ec:;ir.1e. 

Copies of tl1ese laws YI posted t 1ro 1 t::;ho-i.t t e n· ;im ,·r rni r. 

11 Creeks not to t.· e · llotwents nor rent lcJ1d t.o · 01 -citizens 

or to employ 1;.rhite labor· in c.ny Cc:l}AlCity. 33 A c·,1.rt decl --r· tion 

o .. in eoendcmce vr· D sent t;) Uash· ! ~;~_,01 • .. 

1901, 
ties -- ' 

31 ,..,ortor to Creek 11a ioncl Co 
-n<.liw.1 .A:cch.i ·cs, 35 · 00, 3~667. 
-, 729-739. 

1 cil, Octo· or 
. ~-.t)plc_ ' uV:S 

32 rbid., 3r., 114. Porter to )rin" er, •. · re .. 
General Lett rs, 411-1+12. 

33r:ron or to A. llc.J.nt,o h, Goc...t, ' cl 1 
••• 

anu.u.ry 1 , 1901, Tn i~n Ar chi s, J. 546. c o, 
t,hll) u tcr" l Llil, ;;;. Iw'.:.,:.J1 jotrr 1, J· 1 · :c· 25, 

, 

, 19 1, 
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uOl , D • • 

Sir: 
I hav alre dy i · o:r.1e , ou of the m· tto co_1ce 

the cxecut,io - tl:c Croe:-c lu.,·rs. I ,1 now -~ocut:i.nt; my 
::; ol you - wov.ld. 

1.~_ mEl TI.!,K:CO 
Pri· cip 1 Chi r34 

L..., 
lc.W , 

Soo~ ·-fterward, the S11··ke li[,htho:tse en r-cs1;e· ~d 

w ippe l se cral {)Orser : ,,tho had violated their luvrn. 11 is 

caused ,;•rides ,read a.larm throur:hou.t the entire Indir. n ·_'erri tory. 

C~1i of Port er, -ivho w, s still in 1 , shington nt -che t ·· ne of the 

outbrau.k, uas ..! nfor1 ed of the condition of aff· irs at ,1 me 

oy t, legrt1.ph and r~~i;urnecl to f,Iuskor;ec iEL:1edi · tel -• 35 .I rshal 

ennett and J\:•;(mt Shoenfel t, had alro:.dy Cc;.lled for L t oop 

of cav:..lry to re-~torc ord r to the territory. 3 \ i .,_ 1 u. o se 

of :1.bout thirty men, Dennett ventured out 1·1to the -ce 

counti-7 c'..nd came upon a small ,·roui) of rmed \.r- • iors Cc. JP 

o .• ti1.e South Cun .dic.m H · er. I e wur· · d t._c insur ;en r to 

dis 2nd and returned to I-Iu~koc;ec followin ·· . .._, D. • 

the fe eral soldiers r - riv d, t e 1:1c1.rshal succee 1 ed i· ro '-·d-

· e ninety-four sn~~e tarriors, inc; up sor, of uhom, 

34 ruid. T 1n no. r, Lr,::rtc ;. i -o 1'ic.,S M C't l.) 1 
C mposite · erco~1L.icu io· ... of th~ C 'cir ,::>i1'' f i , ·c 
it r1 .. ty iwve iJCe .. 1 :..1 :J diti ~1· 1 title of C!1itto ~~ v, 
r lso 1Q.c.J. n En, ;lis', n O, \:ilson one • 

3 5 - b · • J · m · r-, 5 2 5 , ~ o ru · r · 1 , 19 1. 
) •• i')f f 1 T 1 ' • • ,. of i:; .. o-·1se , };;-cc~ .. t:i. ve ... ice, ,11s.:eo -c · 1.01 , L 

1~00,·t0 DcccDbCl 4, 1901, Inli~ 1 Archiv , 3; 71~ 

36 :i_ li, 1 o rn -1, Jam, ry 25, 1901. 
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ludin > C 1i tto I r jo hi111self, ,.,. ere · .rr •stcd · n ~Jl ced in 

jail t;..t !:1.J.skogoe. 'rhey were tried before Jud.,:)e J hr 1 • 111 o .• ~s 

n ~entencod o lo2g teri~ in~ iuor. ~ th- r~ uest of 

Chief ortcr, tle j dge, who ~ym_ thi:.:,ed \.:.th t full1.Jloods 

himself, lect· .red thed a .d. set thc:-n free u Yn the promise to 

stop their opposition. 37 ~fter perso:ir lly LTtervie-vn.· 6 t·.e 

men in the Aus1cogee jail and ..... visino· t em to enroll ·w"i t' t e 

Dawes Corn;:nission and take up their r llot, er:.ts s t e "be...;t 

evidence of their intention to be 0 ·ood, tt Porter iss 1ed e. 

procl&nation of amnesty on March 4 calling uo01 11 Creek 

citizens to exteicl ·,o the insu:-gen1.,s "the rich'· h&t' of fel

lm·.rship. n38 

· loping to give the Datr:es Cor:1r:n.ssion · s , uc. ti. e as 

possib.1.e to finish· the ,-wrk of allotnent, Porter elc.y d in 

cal:in2, Jvhe 1;ati0Lal C01.:nciJ. to ratify the a[;reenc~1t " til 

t c 1.inet/ , '".y --)eriod o ~ r;rf..-.ce ·was alrnost up. 39 In -che me· -

time, 1e v;o:rKe to i:')ers · n. , -~Lis rema··. i.n.g nembers of the rib 

to COltl :in an tclke their allotmE"..nts before j_ I., ~m11.l . t 0 

l,te. Cr1 1. 
~·•l 

. . 
'I' 1901, ·h !,,i:, ti n.L.l Co me· 1 CO. V LC .:.t lcnul 0 e 

in s:,ecial c,esDion to COi_lS · der t 1c r ti fie· ti(Jn o tl .c 

rchlve 
Ge or 1 

- I 0 .. t er, )rocl~ i. 'l~~ion, ;~~.... 1 l., 1r., Jl, C<.:! err,l , , t t r 
n<1l, :· r h , l c 01. ----

391biu. 
-::;"','7"7 , .,,_;)..;,. 

(,ttcro, 

Porter, Procl· ,ntio11, ,' rch c, 1 1, ~ ;.l i· 
, rt r to·. A. 1 n '"", ii:l'Ch :1, 1901, 

1+2. 



-rce nent. ror ti1, e ,vns need d for t! c Dm·,r s Cori , i ssio t, 

di · gently to rct.;is or their constitl'.onts bcfr.1rP t11c de:.~dlin • 

The Cou::--1cil deluyed until May 22 before passin
0 

the r1Gb.SU- e. 

b"ll 
' 

d t . 0 . . l " . A · ~ al ·1 l•.0 an ne r g::t.na \..,reeJt _greement becarne 1 eder · .d:.:cW. · 1-•Jare 

tb t in so doing he hc1.d si. 6necl the instrum nt of t_·tbrl 1 .• sso-

lu.t ·ion, ::iorter decl ·.red, "I w·--s consciotw tliat 

'.:.he ·:)aver now that I k _ow took tl-:c lifebloo 1 of r_~y 
~ ~ 

its mm lestr·ct·_on. 

Po., I~t., ·10· 01u.tJ_ l .LL tS ~ V 2. number of ~rfa 1lt s - 11d incons:L 't,en ies" 

in the agreement, the Chi1.;";f rccomI.1end ed t.Lat a Lev.r 'elecatj_o1 

:;Je a~ )Ointed to negotiate a supplemental acreemcnt, 1:-Jith ti1e 

!11• rch 'l.'l1rn.i1pson 
7 

Roley licini.,00:1} .!U. e .. anclt..1· ll ~--r.' s, nd ;_,;n; rcr 

Deere ·wj_ th Chi of Port cl .. n0 c1J.n . erv].n 6 :4s x~-offici ch· irn c..1. 42 

hO Port r to ..;' rinr~er, ~.'iarcb , ...... 901, i bic • , 1~11-412. 
7 0 -~~er to C ee: ?·.tiono.1 Col1.ncil, ~iay 7, Octobo ~ 9, 1901, In
dia Archiv ., 35667, 3566'. Port 0 r to th ··· r~s ····' ;.·rrior 
of t;ie ·:·s::o·,c ~bti n, lpr··1 JO, 1901, 1~1...s.co,·- l'1oenix, 
.10.y 2, 1901. Inc1ldn J.ov.r al, ;:~re, 15, I-1· y 10, 1)01. 

1~1 59 Conf:,•, 2 c~:::;., 0 0n. Iep. 5013, 1·1t 1, '~h<;;,. 

4 2 Portc ..... to C e - i a.t · o..:1al Council, Octob r ., , 19' 1, 
' . 3r r. ior"1.,·01~ ·o 1. •J • ... '1. -~~·-0·.1 . :ncll" .TC 12 vc , )v )I..J • ~ 

1901 rol denvi}.lc ( Creel' tj_o11} '''i1 er 
' J • J ) ' • r Q f" ('" 11 0 1 'ft1·· v vO Jr1.,~!', ,- .U J J .,, . 

: id ' :cts Si · 10d b lo· ,;;;) t . ort 
11,nn . ,r .pt.I"! ·n t 1c f ic f .... C" ~,- , 
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1 dcl 0 tes met to.c;ethcr · t 1-iu0ko0 ee on A gust 2 to plc;..n 

str'teuJ an be_i:; n t·lks 1,rith the D·w s Coaniss·on th fol-

lo·wlng onth. lthour;li •. r;onoral un er standin ~ to t,_1e 

neces ity o_ such 

the cornmis.;:;ioners, it 

su pler,1 tal 2 6rce. cnt -ra reached 1·. • t1£ 

s · ecided that tl.e p rovc.l of th 

Secret ry of the Int rior ,·mul be needed t effect 

the _Jroposed chanses ._ Lr3 

y of 

In spite of every s feguard contcine _ in the Oriuin 1 

Agree ent, tLe l _ct-grabbers were still ble to secure co:1.trol 

of allotted lands by ne·..,.ot · ti g leases ,v· th ter , s . o nting 

al. ost to theft. In r1any cases these leas s wer r-1cco nanied 

by powers of attorney to receive the act .al deeds ,,rhen t ey 

should be issued.44 The discovery of · l .able oil eposit 

under Creek 1 nds in the spring of 1901 brou lt the qucstim 

of mineral leases squa.rely to the front. 'o protect the In

di · s from the ne1r-1 sch mes to defr , ·d tl em t .1.rou.~h le· sos, 

Porte · secured a rulin.e; from ti e Secret ry of ·;.,1:e -nt rior on 

Au ust 13, 1901, which prohibited the le sinr. of mincr1..e.l 

r · ghts on Cree lan s until tho expirw.tion of tllo fi e -,. r 

Civilized Tribes, ... us ~or;ee, 1 .d.), 49. -io cnft r cite s 
Letters and Actc. 

li-3 Iolc 1 en ville .--.----' J Lu1uary 1' 
rno.-m J:in 0s. o~ t 10 Cr o ·on, At., "t 
chi VCS, 3565-., • 

1902. tort~r t 1 
, 1901, :n Ar-

44 5 ') Con,-_; • , 2 s C 

De i· tmcnt o th e · , 
1903, :, 17u-177- 1 il 

u0ro;ec ~1ocn·x, u 7, 
-·un 00-J O - • _, 
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cle rest,rictio eriod without the approval of tlc Deprrtue_t 

of th I terior and forb ·. ding the le· s · 11 of · lotnents for 

u..;ricultur· 1 purpo .. )es for periods i exce s of o e fear t..ntil 

oUC ti .10 .., the de ds of fee simple m,m,ershi h d been 

issuect. 45 Des ite a cener·l imp·tience t he slo~ css of 

the allotnent process, ChieI Porter decided to hold b cl :_ 

the issuance of deeds until su plen ent 1 a[;reement \l. th 

te .s protecting the fullbloods fron the "le s 

could be concl ded.4 6 

·r fterstt 

In the riea .. ntirne, under the liberal prov· sio s of t_ e 

OriGinc:.l Acree?J.ent, Porter, Cl· rence l'J. murner, David ,I. o ge, 

\!illi~ A. Sa_ulpa, Frederick B. Severs, c.nd others bst ti~l 

citizens b si ~d themselves in the urchase of alt -ble tmm 

lots at bar8ai· prices. Turner and Jorter ha' 1 el'· l~rce 

pasture within the limits of ti:usko{.;ee ar d, t us, , re · ble 

to purchase outright considerable ,10unt of li.lnd. m1__e cl so 

bouGht up a number of other lots at one-lr lf · pprc~is d alue 

usine friends vnd relatives as proxy purchasers. 47 Porte, 

45Department o the Interior, inn s, 1901, I_, 
180. 1;:olden ille "ines, ueust 29, 1901. o :ri..., 1 · , 

September 21,,,, 1901, Indi31:1 ~rchivo"',c,35698. 1:riuh·'·, c·rcul~r 
lctt r, Aueust 13, 1901, ibid., 3566u. Debo, An Still the 
1Jaters Run, 86-87. 

46 rol en ille ~ins, Io c ber 21, 1901, 2~, 19 2 • 

• A. ··1::.lli"as to Porter, " 19, 190, 1 i· A e , 11 5. 

li-7Portor to !ri,~t, 1; st vl, 1003, L ~l 

121,-131. Shoe :f.clt to Portor, -. n u.r,, 31, 1901 
3900/i. 'ebr · r 5, 1901, i Jid. , 3 01' • ' 1 ~uocr· · 
1rJ, 1901 bo, nd :..,till _.l£ rrt rs L.ln, 121-12. 



u'.o hr.d t ken hi"' ovm [llovr.icnt to in·lu his coun r-J ' .. orne 

.t r e • l 1( too_ ·bout one tn .r tho "'cillc. 

ollars worth of real est. t - , t the time oi' Lj_s c t11. 1+8 

1he race uc.st·on had never been t e source of c.1. 1y 

tro ble ariong the tolerant a.nd hospitable Creek 
' 

b t t1 n-

fl r of a large w ite popul tion noH m ..... de n CJSS ry na y -

social readjustments. Growing hostility between 1nites d 

; egroes expressed itself in the p· 1 :.. s .. ge of 0 Ji Crow' lm s 

b t e newly chartered Lunicipalities. Gn Au0 
s 24, 1901, 

a proclamation of the m .yor of ,...-n.pulpa for the e:;::1:.-ulsion of 

all Jegroes not owning property in the tm.m res .lted in a 

small race riot~ Only aft.er the arrival oI i•·:arsh .1 Bennett 

and Chief Porter on Au6 1.st 26 vrith a force of denuties fro. 

rvfoskocee 1,,ras order gain restored. 49 'l'uis e., mnple of _u J .. ~ 

and effecti--e action against racial violence pre · __ ted silll · 1 · r 

outbre ks in other Creek tm,,ms, but the increasin.s ..:,a"iL,l 

ostility was to present serious probla sin -~rs to come. 

The recular session of the 1 ational Council for 1101 

~as hel the followin• October. In his openin · cccs ce, Chi f 

Porter reported tl1at, alt oue;h every ossibl effor bee 

m de ... o complete the tribnl rolls fore the ratific tio of 

t1- Creek A~rocmont, 

J.., ·;illiam A 
pcrr , 1: -:~-I, 220. 

5, 1907. 
Ji,9 Iol c1rrill 

no'"''- thr e thousLn cl ,i zono, for o c 

nir Porto1·, c:.nu ry 7, 
i it- (Chorokce 1 • i 

1.1.i cc, A 

r 
l 
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re- so. or another, 1 d not been Included. 

sion were .1 d for them i o. suppler; ental a~r these 

.ople w uld not rec oi ve their rii htful sh 1 e o the c- r: ,:ion 

prop 1rty. lie st·7tecl th t the trj_bal rolls tl e co. pile 

included the na;nes of some twelve thousand citi.ze s. .ftcr 

a review of the negoti·tions for supple--aentn.l c c;reement 

to that t~me, ha expres~ed the hope th ta core c~itable 

settlement might be reached early the followinr year.50 

mhroughout nost of its 1901 session the Council oc-

cupi itself ~ith ~outine bus·ness, but on oc·ober 12 a 

measure 1.,ra..., pa.ssed for a per c pita distribution of t 1e t ·JO 

h ndred tl:1.ousa~ d dollars which !1ad been pl ced to t. e credit 

of the IIuskocee i ation in the United Stat -s 'l'reas ry u dcr 

the terms of the Act of i'.I-rch 1, 1 ·9 • Porter's effecti e 

reto of t is r eas 're, w~1ich wo .ld ave ,~eriously de J. te 

Creek na -,ional fundC', w.s reg .rded as a arin 6 politj_cal ::iove. 

1fhile applaudiEg the soundness of the Chief's decision, t.t0 

opponer ts of distribution e .. ·pressed cone rn tha-~ the v to n"" 

ave seriously ected ~is c' anc · s for reel ction i1 1 03. 5l 

'_'he refus 1 of S cretary of t1 e I teri r '.·· lJChcock 

to co~ sent to th ncso ic..tio of n s ;,plo1'!lental 

rly in 

50porter to Croc 1 • -~·on·l Counc·1, Oc·o r 
Indiun Arc.d ves, 356' Ci. 

') r: 
r.)' 1901. 

' 
1, 
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.:•cu , .. r7 of 1902 to consult \'ith the 3cc -t·r1 cLso!1ul,.52 

Por 1• ~r ar ~ued t ·tt the Hiues- r · c.d ab' .:ien of t!-w leas _d 

rental proviei ns of the old agre~ nt m·de nece"scr· closer 

control by some r sponsible ,.:.1.r-enc7. i-e further ~'e,._,tcc. \/1,~t 

T,he coLstant chn~1ges in 'ctual 1-m' values m .... do • ecGcsary . 

rev::..sion of' the .. 0thod of allot .. o· .t -m '.::, ."'.:t o, e provision 

for t:1e enro .lment of those citizens uho ho.cl f~_iled to rcci -

ter as tiell -.s for Crcl.k chlldren born after J .ly l, 1 00, 

but prior to t. e closi.nc of the rolls on r.IaT 26, 1901., was 

necessary. 5 3 S0cr<3ta:ry Hitchcock at last 

contL uation cf negoti tions and called r., r, s ~ixbJ, c~inG 

eta.! rrw.n of the Dawec Commissio , to \v·ashi1 gt- n to crent uit 1 

t: e Creek dele 6 a.tes.5 1+ Uhile u iti·1g f , ·l:e arr-i al of the 

Creek deleg-.tio:n, Porter conferred wi~h CorriI:1issio:1er of Ec.i · 

A· ·fairs J'ones a1 d sect red a rt lin 6 tl at all leaae3 af -....:!t.:.nz 

C!'e8i- lo.nds for 1:ieriods excee ~:nc one ·roa:c ;v re co .1r12.et~l•r 

in·.ral~d--nnoJ.::, vrorth the paper upon ·vri.::.c ~ the r 2.r-:s \'ll it ·en. n55 

'Ihe :ner~otiatiOi s fer a su pl -r lental a "r ement. ti ere 

carried out in ~;as, ·· n.3ton thr-on[J1 U rch · n ~ early . 1 pri ..... 

5 2 p Ort o to Cr e <: ~ i L, ion c · 1 , fL p · 01.1 b r l '7 , 1., 2 , 
Indic.m Archi VOS' 35, 73. 'l'ul . D t' li'e 1,1-4,:ll~ - 7' 9 2. 

C ') 
::>_;Iuid., Fe ru r· 21, 1,,0 • Cl!'lr uor· 

Feb ury 14, 1902. 

lS, 19 2. 

1/, , 1 J • 



146 

h ld out on the r,r tt r of lotr: ent 110l uuli ation, 1• i_ si '"'ti 1.s 

tl c.t all 1cm s i 1 e e -..J of those neces y to!) lot c ch 

citizen his on6 hund::co i sixty a.ere shar • shm,.ld b sold by 

t_:e 0 over:1ment -n t11e p:coceods usud to e uu.l:i.ze he vall1es 

of the allotments. On tl other hand, the C eek 1_ 'stcd 

ti1at not one acre of their soil 1.1ould be sold to 1 on-c ·_ ti ze s. 

~1e ·eadlock w· s hrokcn by a compromise providin~ fer the 

· stributiun of t~1 surplus lands to r;i v- ectch i izen · 

'lllotmont in actual land equi" ELlent to on hun red '"'L::ty 

ac:i.."G allotu.ent of the be.:,t lands rc1.lued at 6 .:.o an c e. " ".,, . 

i vie.led o renly W1 .. ong ·he Creeks - a per capita dis'ributio .56 

' lie proposed supple .. rnntal c1gree1nent was a.t ~:_ · st -r -ed to 

and· subr1itte to Congress on .:;;Tch 25, 1902, by ..,ecrtt~r..7 

Hitchcock.5 7 

that he was c,_, 1f idcn tliat th pcndin 6 "':;reci:1e11t would b 

rati: io ::ind ·hnJ~ lt ivould r--•ufc · ard t~ie Creek peop e fron 

c·ou.:J inclivicinc..ls uho hoe ·Loo ta.in ••• 'Liu,ien,·e )ro ito 

• • ;_ Gt' 'UC' inr• tl G Creel-:: 1 le,_,' t ' t l:e , llir:1 

56'11ulsa DeF1ocrat, ~ eoru· r 21, 1 02. I'ol onvill 
:urc 2 , 1902. La .. >le_~, :;:,,,: 1~ i...Wi 1'ro· t, · ~, .1, '"'u_-

r (\ 
:>0 .oluc ville 1 ·11cc, , p il 12, lJ 2. 
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,.. in oruec o.f all stops of tll rc.tificu.tio · rocce i 

u ' 

re. n.L ed in Iuskoc;eo to ex_ ed:i. te the wo11 o·" (:...llotr e 

to protect his people from t!ie 11gru..L ters." 9 

Le 

Tle Supple -nt·l Agrec~-nt s si .... ncci ";•;as r tifi d b 
) 

Congress ·with few significant ch 1r·es and r.;provcd by 

President Theo ore Roosev lt on June JO, 1902. .ccordiILg to 

i-- s terms, it was not to become cfft=Jcti vc unless fu·"'t ... er 

ratifie· by tho C~eek Council before September l, 19 2.60 

Though it. was ,,.-j_ Jely advocated tr,o.'· Chief Porter '"'ho' 1,- 1 re

sent the f::..rst nir-·ned tlecd to Isparhecher at e. great. nation 1 

celebratimi on Jul·· 4, the Chief declin0d to ~i£;'.':1 '1 s.:.l.:.::le 

deed until a.n:;er the Suppleme: tal Agree. c· t s 1ould bc .... •):ne 

1 ,... T 61 
ct~· •• 'Ie •,'as g:ceat.ly interested in seeing that the 1 "'ase 

2~1d rental safo ;uards of the new agreement should be i ef

fect before ny deeds were issuea. 62 

r"lle · iJat,ion l Council r:1Gt in extra Qess~o~ o_r_. <JTU_l·Jr 17, .., -~ .. 

t 1. ' r..= nt T .. ,,,.. r· ·t·L.f-ie•' 011 J·c." 
£ 811 - 2 1,[;.:.. Gr.;;; 1e. i/:(..,C _,_ -"- u J 2 • In to 

t e 11e{:_j_unlizatio 11 comprc.ise, alrea ~y .isc .ss d, tne 

59 =>orter to • 1w". Perryraan · od1 , '1 2, 1· 2, 

Letters and Acts, 103. Porter to i:o i._,;-~, :.s.y 2., 19 ", ~-b· • , 

120. Tulsa De.ocrnt, .lLy 1 , 23, 13, 1 02. 

OGittin >er, Forn ation 2£ -Lhe Stnte of 011 .... hm,1 , 324. 
' . ,.., 1 

Ka r, T mrn ~ ·rc~,L.:i..c::,, , /u • 

61 1- "l 1,-· · c' · !·.o o··•t · r , 1:-.,.,-"l C. t • ...i!'UCr.l.!l l. lu ~ J. <v , • - ) > 

re ivcs, 31186. 1:0:tdenvillc r'im s, , v 17, 24, 2. 

6.2rbid., J' ry 2 ', 1902. or"',~ to Cr 1 · · on, 1 
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c~ e ment contained provisions for th- l·yi ~ o~ of ro ili 

· nd ut 1orized the Dawes Co_.Lr:1.ission to set D. : .. t lc.,.nd0 fo~ 

new to m::.,l ccs N creve:;.~ : eces:::L-ry. Also, the Corl!, L:;sio::1. v s 

1 1t110-,,..i ':"','"'rl ,·-,o ·r. ,Q}'1"n -i·hL n rol __ l.-, 0 "C l ">+- t'• . t t. 
'. ;. __ ,..;~ -- V Vv- - \.,,Ji.T Uue • .,regJ..sr~-io 

of cit· zens born prior i.:.o fiay 26, 1901. Only min r l le,..scs 

a-_l~rovoi b1 • ~he Secretary of ~:1e 11~ n ·or .... · ·~t d 
t' .1 ~ _ - •• c._,r1. 11-lC.1.C L,Q 0 ?8r'lU .. G e, 

c1 1d all unallctted lands iver· · to be ad. ir.iutere by t .. e Dep rt-

rr.c.'.'lt of the Ir.terior 1-u---itil sold. 

proVL3ion \' Cl.S thc,t, -,hi ch prohibited. ,[le u.lien. ti.on of r, let, ed 

Interior 

_ er:.t, re;:.::.rdJ.. ,'35 of 1.cJhe .her or :10t fes sLaple ti -'-le 1:.:-r:'. c,en 

iss'l.,"ed.. A furt;l er restriction limited 6rs.zing leasea tc o_ e 

per'ods 

0 ~ 1e~"'~S .•r,_r::-.o.i...,, l•!i~o·c.e Lo ?:cc,3ident R.oose.Jelt. on. A "..'Y.'Ll·"t 2. 
• o~ ' .V V -

It v ill :r-equi.re ';..l:e et.most -v i._;iL ... 11r.;e on -..,11e JJC ·t of 
the Government to pre - nt the ·ncti · ns fror bei?·_s ov rr cne 
by the ··nco~i:i.n.:_: :101:-,e-so Jtel3I'S frrnn tllG m: T'OJ.YLdi ::., st::.t.es. 
The polic of c ce , _, set dm,m b ? t.1 Go r rnm.cnt w s o 
~ivc. to e8.ch ci~·izen of t,he ::a:tlon ... ;1 ccc 1 sbar in the 
landG patented to the. in common, m cl to throw ;:;--o, d the 
t:ic protectin 0 arm o.f ~~t8 t.,ove1"'n,1ient -~o th~t s i di--·.: U" 

Council, September 17, 1 02, Inc1i ·· 1.rchi v s, 35,. 73. 
qtoted by L.i:li:..n Jo1...-•.1,,.l, 'a• 2, 1902. 

63ho"vlutJ:!.v., C::co<:.:. 1•, c.;.01 1 Couacil, '-tob 
Indian Arc i vos, 31199. Portor to Cr · c r t · o 1, 1 C 

1, l'/ · 102 .ir ·t'"·ko,cc.: -loon·x, ,1- 17, 190?. 
,au~ a t~l 'l.'rcati en, I, 701-76 • 

r-3, 1) . , 
il, 
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c~_t,i,,•·mc of t_1e un·ted , to:tos, s they arc now· <l cl 1·~d •-o 
be, they r igl t e en bled to p t their lan s to t hi ,h t 
produ ti ve u.se iti thout endangeri ·:1.r: its mmer ·1.r. • p, CJ. d s 
circun1stnnce..:~ se0r.1 to justify, 1:1i th the appr-ov· l o tl o 
~ecr i · i>v ---=-{-1-r.:- Tr t···r·l 01" t 1t~"'r ,.,.1•)y .,..,,~-~t ~ · •~ . .: • f 
•-' ; • , '-' "- J J. \,,.;,v -· - \.;, - ... 7 '-'. l• ;... _,c • .:. w· u por'G.1.0nG 0 
their lands. But the polic r 1-Jci..s not inten t; to prov· 'e a 
1'l .')ns of c1j.vesti: s t'1c I::1-:ij_a!'10 0..1. tlrni1" .l·:nc..."', but o ·:.1ct·

i 't:.al · e them an protect the.. :L t 1.e ovmershi o 
J:fo:c the!n a._ or.,portu.nit.y throu~h 1.,J.cdch tl ey .1i1,::,1rt.. 

them by a system of rent .ls.6+ 

Only wnen certain t. at the le· sing provisions were 

effective and after insisting th t great c re be exercised 

by the Department 01 the Interior in approvin s les and 

leases did Pleasant Porter begin the work of i suing deeds. 65 

mhe day vms widely heralded by the territorial press. 

John Adams and Miss Leonora Porter, daue;hter of C~ief 
P~-:;2Sc:LJ."1_,_, Porter of the Cree}·· ; c.-1~im , 1irn::~c yeste:c lay, :l•.1ri.ng 
the entire day, busy· stamping the dates 11Musko,5e 11 1d rr U.[,1.J.st 
20r·h on u 1,1art •::>.f 1,JOO all t,,1,;;_J; cmd • o::-'estea.c. · eds, '.-:hie 
tomorrow will be signed b?r Chief Pleasant Porter of the Creek 
'rl-'J.tion. · Chief .::'ortcr 1,riJ.l ';,rri.t-c his 1~2£.10 l,J00 tL';:ie.s l!.Lc':. thus 
·will represe_ t 500 allotment deeds .nd 500 home st e"d deeds. 
J\ftei~ t':cse .eE:d,., 1>=LVE. bsE:n sig-1P.d, they ·will be sent to the 
secretary of the interior. He will approve eac deed and will 
sen the a ha.cl--;: to t't":.e Dc::.ws~; Cor, nissinr. 'l'l' 0y will ~: eri i~-e 
recorded and then given to Chief Porter; Chief orter ·will 
then deliver to wach allottee in pcrsor, ~is o~ her leed a 
those deeds will be th.f first ever ,·i ven to an llottee in 
tho :I1 .i .. n Terri tO:;:'i-. 6 , 

Porter conti· :'od t.'.1- iss i'",.nc ... of 1e, s of title to tr~- allot-

64Porter to the Prenic ent of the T St" 
u._;t~:Jt "', 1_902, LE..t.,,,r~; and tctr-, J!,2-143 • 

..,,, 
I •..J ) 

66 ('.1.'1 l.;.,c., ere " . tio. ) Inc i' 11 

t t ~, 

l l. ir • 
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p3.rtr.e1 t of the L t :;rio1·, the lens 

ft. •up lenental Ac~een nt ror- Ve u les3. the failLr 

o" feJer 1 ·J:r:· -:--'L, .... l.s ·:;,o ft·lfill t ... (d.r respon::ibilitiec r.1,:.tr e 

Despi "':.e P: et.isant I.Jo:cte:c 1 s re-00:-i.te 

of t. ·--ir· valua ::.le lar~ds and r;1inArc l ri1:,, ts, a:nc.. the:i..r- de.,.. ~nee-

l~r.s ch::..ldron were de})l"i ved of :LnlwritanCfJE: by t:nprincipled 

1t.5:;ua::'.'di· 1s.n :'i.me a.1d cgcin, Porter tried to secure arne,..u.

b· Congreso providin 0 

.for su':er•1:l.sion by th::· tribe or by the e;ovcrnr:.:ent 'c.o c .:i:t> the 

Auo.r·t 
190'"~. 

.:.;.......,;_--

ti21rJ. t,h'", "nemorials e .. d recor.u,ie11dn.tio1 0 ignored 

~ :re1)Sf orma 

:;.vid 

67p0 rter quoted by Checo·uh (Cr-e-- Jct·011) I o~ir __ r,· 
2 c' 190""'• r11uls· Democra.'' F~1

) t:[r· 11-i-, :.cc C 2 , 
p~rt~r to Tams ixb,, Octa r 24, l 1, in i0ldenvil c 
iicvC.lJJ"' ,..,, l;<Ol. · .. ..:·i,, Cr~ ~ ;k .. · i"n~1 Counc:.l, ~"').:.c~m-
19O2, Let~crs 1ct , /2u-629. D-bo, !::].__ St'll t1e 
~' 101-ll; • 
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to the ,mrld. The er do portunity present d itself int 

Horld 7 s F..,ir of 1904 whic was to be held at St. ~ou s, 

g·ssouri. As early s Septem er of 1901 the O~.ulcee cl· 1ber 

of co~ -erce 1-d called a Aeeting of the lecdine uen oft e 

Indi n erritory to discuss the possibiliti s of territorial 

exhibit ct the exposition. Pleasant Porter was here c oscn 

s c·_airraan of t e tempor ry territori l world f s fair execu

tive committee. 69 This comrnittee met · t Husko 6ee on Septem

ber 25 and decided to cali. a general Indian ..,erritory world's 

fair co vention at Holdenville on October 2s.70 At tle 

·_olden ville convention it ras decided to sponsor one great 

exhibit for the entire ···ndian 171erritory. The arra:.'lGe1:1ents 

were to be made by a permanent territorial world's fcir con

mission consisting of one mern, Gr from each ·-ndian n · tion. 7l 

The cornr.1J.ercial interests, in particular, vmre determined t a 

the territory should have· credit ble exhibit , contrib1ted 

time and money generously to the financial camp ign. 

By 1902 the issue of s · atel ood was o.lrectdy becominr· 

· t Tl:ie I dian "n ... ro -ressi ves" had lonr looked for,·k r im 1 orta • 

to the eventu 1 creation of an ndian state, aid the 0 1r ac -

in destruction of the tribal regime o H ch 4, 1906, r 

69r~skocce phoenix, Jurust 29,101. 
Scptcrnbnr 5, 1901. So·th dcAloater Canit 1, 

' ol nvill0 'tin s, 
Septo,ber l, 1 • 

70 Porter, Octo L. 12, 1901, in tuln~ De~ocr t, Octo r 
18, 1901. 

71crock .,- -ion .1 Council to Con ,r ,._.,c, 

Let torr.: ' 1d. .c o, 567. 
D Iil er l.:>, 1 ~ - 3 
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t~e provisions of th ~i~inal Creek A0
ree.c t, brou~~ ~he 

c_ eut. O of a fu re go crnm t for t 1 territo . ,... 
u G.rel"' 

to the fro t .. hbu '.')h the In i s themsel vcv had b prir.i.i:-

rily i.nterested in the land problem t_rou lout tic deed; f 

the 1 9 7 s, the ·white reside ts of bo 

Okl homa 'erritory h.d focuse t eir 

n 'i n '"err· to y 

tention on t.e 

chievement of st tehood. The se1timent of Okl 01- ~erritor 

was largely for the creation of a s·· gle st te y the 

of bot territories. Tlough 1y whites L the di 

selves were overwl el. in ·ly op osE)d to any pl to a1 r ex · _ 

to Oklahoma. Feeling that their interests vould be completel 

subm r 6 ed i _ any proposed joint st te, the Indi 1 leaders 

determined to counter the sinr;le statehood _,ressure vvi · a 

proposal for 71separate statehooda for bot territories.7 2 

Greatly ampered by a. deep rooted f1.:llblood sentir,rnnt 

agai st an lan which Hould recoB; i e t 1e loss of ~-rib 1 · 

depender ce, they -·ealized t at t te only , y to r 

from Oklci1om' wonld be to establish· separate eta· • 

• 4 
... rt 

'1'110 (' 
- - w 

the Curtis Act had included cuar ntoe to tl c ive Ci ili• e 

Tr'bcs th t they imJ.ld be rJcde separate s· t , t1 enti 

ucll . in the erritor i;J s L..ll'G' d - e:;rmvL1_; 
n Con__;resn as C. 

t 
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stro· g for ~inclc ~tatehooct. 73 On D ceLber 

,icAle~ter D .. nd lrtc1"' on 1110 ember lL\., 1901, .... t 'u ko ce · 1 
. u. ·l G ~ u , G n-· 

·t tehoo conv ntion,., hud beou hel d t 1 ~ le rsl ip o 

elerates ...:ro11 Oklahon. Terri+ory.74 On ·r,rq c 14 l o--
v -'LC.r _'.1 ) - ) 

un omni bus bill for the c.1.dmission of Oklahomu. Te ri ory, t ew 

1exico, and Arizona into the Union cs cp r te st tes hc..d 

been intro uce by Representative 11 illimn • Knox of 

Nass chusetts.75 'his meo.sure, later amended to rovi..' fo 

the admission of Indian Territory nd Okl· ou· Terri.tor s 

one state, ,-m,~ pending in the Scm'"te w _ o Septem er 15, 

1902, le,..,s t Porter issued a call for a □eetin~ of the 

chiefs of the Five Tribes at So th McAl&ster on Septe1~e1 2 • 

.'hen it was leer e that it, ·woul' be inp ssible "'or Chi f 

T 00.as ,1. i3uffin 0ton of the CherohJcs and Cl ief Gilbe t 1:. 

u.kes of the Choct"1-• s to attend SUG '" council in Septer:' 

the mectinc ,as postponed until October 15 1 the c~ll 

a-:1ended to ·ncl 1c:e ot.her official repre"'enti....ti' e of the 

.b 76 tr1. es. 

a ;pler, Lc.J,JS ~ "reaties, I, u51, .• bid. 
74 59 Con;_;., 1 sess., ,J n. Doc. 11~3, JO. 

1axv.ell, ll':'hc Seq 'OYdh Cony9. "Liul). " Cl 1·0 1icl 0 s 11 

_ XVI I (S riner, Autumn, l~.,, ) , lb -170. 

75 Ibi • , 171.. 'i tti t..,er, Formation of 1 11-

01-:1 horn _, 2(2-21.-3 • 
'/6 

.eorter to . le. 
t re ~n Acts, 171. _??r.., r~·nlt .i.tl 

<"'c ·or 1'cr 29 1902, 1.>1.d. ulp1tt· 
,) ,} , ' --:- 3 ' 0 
?.l~, 190, l di~1n Arc ivcs, • 

0f 
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Pl on the Cr-ek Council et in 

October, resolutio1s wer 

·j • "' - ..., ssio. 

st!:\Jve_ood 1d authori :· u; Alb~rt P. •'1cKc lon, Holey :.:cir~to3:,, 

Alex n 1er Perr~ an, c ... nd John R. Goat to nccompa y Cl · cf orter 

as dele:~at ,3 to the f:IcAlest r con cntion. 77 Finally) on 

October 15 th convent:i.on. met, but becm; se of poo attendance 

djourned lithol t a..,compl · ""htnc; an ·thin 6 • t} e c 11 of 

Chief Green 1 IcCurtain of t_ e Choctaws, they "ere to L eet 

a. ··ain as a convention 11more fully representative of t .e Indian 

ove:rnrnents · cn.d Inclinn 1)eonle. "7 ... ·-

Upon the return of the Creek deler·at s to Okmt.lgee, 

t.1e Hat.ionaJ. Cot.ncil elected three two-mnn. del · tions to 

confer with the chiefs of the Choct;aw, Ch· ckaso.w, n' Cherokee 

nations on the urcent necessity for en effect·ve sop 

sta',ehood convention.79 The next int rtrib0.l convention, · s 

called by C ief I'IcCurta ·.11, . et at Eufaul· on l;o<trer.1ber :2 19 2 

1902, in G.3.ston Litton {comp.), 11Creek P.3.pers, 1 \70-1.,3 tr 

(typevrritten copies of n wspnper .. rticl s, L liun ~r-ciY·\~.,s, 
n.d.), 193-1 4. South :icAlester Capit 1, Se ... te1i1b~,r 10, 
October 2 1 19 2. 

77Hesolution, Crc k T~ tion"l Gou cil, Octo1?cr ., , 1 ... 2; 
Lett0rs and Acts, 665. ~'ahlc _uh p.rrou, Octob I L..,, 1~ 2, ::..n 
Litton ucreek Pc.,.)CI'P, lo?0-1~30, 11 1)3-19/i... Port-r O CI Ct 

! o.tion~l Council, Ge -ober 7, 1903, oldc · 110 '"ines, 
uctobe:r 10, 1~03. 

78Ibid., Octob r 18, 190~. Indian 
1902, in Litton, 'Creek?', rs, 10'70-1930," 

79rtc 011 tio: 1, Cr , k ·c 1..,io u 1 Coun 
Acts, 303. t co·d of ~~ , C 
tic n, c ... UC C ,',vio.,t,l CoULlCil 

Let... t er c• :.1., 
6J9. ..cool 
i Ji 1 • , 3]9. 

.... , 
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lea ant 01 01 w s electe chu.irm~ • . c et·umto the 

co· v io_ "'= s stroncly :..., inst si! 0lc st .--,chooc... .LL,:~ O1_1<,;:.J__o 

1 c ... ritory nn n0 • ii ct anv le~isl"..tion t 1· t ro1...l< ,;ive tr..0 

ornain of the Five Civilized mribes C r .5'UL .. 1~ t ,tTi t i r 1 

Q-Q 
r;overn .1ent • 0 r 'solut::l.on denouncin 0 t e pre·rious s · ncl 

statehood conventions c. s misrepresent-:,tions of Ir:..·, n 3-_1t · -

mont were -doptcd and sent to Concress. 

He • • • protest · G inst any l gi.slation b Con6res 
tat conteaplates the annexation of the Indian Territory or 
any part thereof to the Territory of 01 lahoma, o:- any state 
and vre insist upon our tribal govermJ nts conti 1uins in tact 
[sic] and our tri.be.l cond · tions re 11ctining v.nch _6 d t'...."'1til 
larch 1:-, 1906, at which ti ,1e should Conrress e r. it Hi ..,e to 

chanGe t""!e present :orm of governraent in the In· 1i .n rl'er ··toryt 
we ask th t a state be forr10d out of tl1e t rritory cor.1posi ;:; 
IndL: ·,. 'l'erri·1·ory 1,,rj_i-110ut the prelimina.r;t st':)ps f c1 t. -- ritori 1 

orm of 6 overnrnent.gy 

At Porter's req es"c, a special dele -at ion ,. T1..,s se t o 

elivcr this !11.8 •. orinl to Senator •Ic tthew S. Quay of P rms~'"lv 

the chiGf TI.0publican 01 ponent of 110 in~le statehood TT in 

Con~ress.82 Dur·n:.:; the followin;::; session of Conurc s, tle 

statehood neasure 1a effec'ivcly o pos , t!ou·h not efe e, 

1 sallis:, (Choo~ee.otion) S'·"r, U-.cr.1 5t 1,.0,.,, 
in Lit ton, 'Cr ek 'npcrs, lt.i'/0-193 , " ;_04- u· • 

d2Port r to •· nry Ai; ,.,1 ' 
nc.l /ctr, 0 03. osol t·o.-,, Cr o. ln·:i.•J'c.l D 

1)02, · id., Jli,. Gitt·1 er, .t'on _ ..;;..;.~..;;. of 
rl~ J.r l---or ; , ?Ir~-• -
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in t 10 Senc. c ancl Con;-~r-ess adjo rno( .k.rch - a inr ..... ccm1-

plisl e nothi rr "urthor tm··o.r, st ..... tel ood. c3 

Creel:: Aurcc . .10 t 1.rhich pernitte tho sub. iss · on f cL ... ir.1s, 

uhc Creel· Council o .. DecG:n er 3, 19r ;~, at:~tLorized :i:sp&r! cchcr 

''t'hiq O..L,,1 ,-,1.-,,·in1 '":\Y•i's--in(-.,..ro· t"'e I".'a-il re of ,_ ---- _.. ...,._Q._J., ' ~ ..- U .i. ,. J!l ..L. 

t' c fer eral sovernnent to co:'!1p .\ns .t e t .. e Loye.1 Cr·eeks for 

their losses dur:Lnc: t.:1e Civil tlo..r, had lon: been p ·r: i:.. g. 

T. e de:2.th of Ispl'.rhecher on December 22, 1902, l ft, the bur-

d n of the 1 .. cc'·oti '"'tion on Hodge. Cl j_ef Po:ctcr a....11 l J otL :;.'. 

(' t . . J • • ,, , • t '1f1.1e1~""- ·'-l,'11 y succ,,ci'ed . voa joine~. im in ~&snin 6 on,, c , ~~ ~ 1 ... sec· -

Loy&.l Cr ~e cs s:;_'.)ecj_fi ed :Ln the Treat of c.Tu.ne 14, l' 66, :J.:~d 

their desce~le~ta. This s·tl was r duce~ later to 0600,100 

cl2.im. 

rcpresGnt.:-~ti ve from Ar1: :1s rs, for attorney :f es 2•~ r.> s.:.:nil' r 

five per ccn-c to 1:0 lr.;o. 85 T is pro rision ·md v. visit f' 

$457 Conl • , 1 sc~,.. .• , .-' _c_. ___ r-:-,:,,"'"" 

C ,~ rJ"t-~on:'.J. co, ,,cil' r ('C .,rec. - • , 

85 i ort; Lo IJ 
art ,r to S. '. • 

19, 1) 
19 3, 

3h 



l, o Cl1icf .'u ·t•,:1·· ::...:1 Johnny Go:J.t 11.;u~ ·o sE.:e 

Presi e v ~1.00,~.L"' ... FE:nther ir,. t,be ·Jhite House o':nie ~s ...,ooker 

,.J. tu·':1i1 gt,ub a 1c. t,n::;_k c bo t hoy' 1 C.:ccdi: c:, i!..'!. OJ.HJ st"teLood 

·n t L1Ls li 11.C that .. 'l'l: y was sta-, lon..,; til:10 End ,~it for 

dir:.Hcr li 1·0 3'ok·•r D. 1,.:c:~st:.nttub, h1.t Presi 't::!rt Roos~c 
1.,eat . ~r W' s not say n11omb x, 11 1 · l~e he \.'as r~4.tl er cc.t \ .:. th 
n:i.f,CE::r V1-n fi.:ll ,ooc. Iujin. ..... So Chie.r> .t-o.rtc1· ·:J.,. Oi .ny 

\· ns h&' to n: to /2.tio:1al otel and d.rinL SOt~p LLste·~d D. 
. , . ~ , r. .... . 11 Cl , -C' , • , , 

\,.~llc; • i\..1(l v0Il m.y ...:Oi.:~G 11C· 1;·;'".:_'.3 te _ :. ... J. !->01·t .r ,.1G , .. :..3~1 l:. 

,: "S in Chosk' bottom or ane Creek.. 'Le r was sta-r in 
~.c1.sh:i.!1l~tc,ri a.l;ou.t a r .. ◊rit.h t.wybe, bu.t ~ hey i::t do ~-c 0 ood 
like b1 t he ve 600 _ ti··,-:.. Cone;re.:.is 1,•ras cut the Ro- · .l Cree : 
c1 ~i~:1 v·, t•:) ·notir;r,r:: ~c..1,1.::, c:.)~ (-!ra~ri hLt i·l1r-- (;1 -81-'" T"V>t:.:; t-

-- •~ ".., .. .J,,. ----o, i;.J ·-'--~ l......, t...,J..r ••--• --.,..., J -· .., .. V..1. 

w s not read th _t 1.;ay. Guess so sm, e,)ody wa.s ... c..ke bi__:; stG,~l. 
Jpt :mr yb-:: so t .. &t, ,,rr• S all :r-.:..ght 1 ! (;Ci,l.,.ue anyl;od r O it -::--~ t1v'l:J 

that ims h ·. d E. chance. 87 

To fulfiJ.l vie terms of the a 1)pro riatio1 act, Por er 

c lled c. special co~ ve tion of 'i.e tmm chiefs · nd Loy l 

Creeks nt Ok .. 11 16 ee on r.Tarch 27, 1903. E-re, resolt tio~1s 

,ryer·e p&ssea acce1;tL1r:; he su of ~;600, 000 &.s full p yr,1 nt 

of l • .. 10 C ... D.1.1 nd at. the sat1 · time expr c•si1 0 t ,e h 1, 

Con__,res'"' would rccoin · ze latex· t ~ quity of pnyin -; tL full 

&8 
ano n- oririr.ally :-i.llov.rcd by the Senn e. Portor th .1 

oc.·.tor 

(' / uo .... 
.l:'Ufl 

/11 YQ'l'l l 
col1,x·,, 

FL ·ico 1.J-lS "· ".!l'O:.:Lio! 0.l. L110 Cl' "'>Ql;: })v1..;t u 1~' 

r T • .?csey or L tter .. , 11 

· n the f.u·'"' .... ul~: Irn' ~.u.n "01TllL · 

b 'iul . .;a D ~ .. ocr· t,, 0·1 ,_1 o .... :.i:-

Oln:iulr; e Con en · i n of Lo;;· C e 
• ;'. C ~:., , 24,0 • 
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collccl 2.11 extI''l fleos~on of th IEtio4 c.1.l C .,unc.'...l. in:'.cL co ,:. Gn 

on dry l <), l 903, to A.ccept off·· ci.o.lly the 1-:1.onP. o. '_ d~, lf f 

-'- -t.1! \_; to ,::-n·ovidc for :.ts dis~ ilmt.:.o .. ['laon 

tho f.'i 0 ra vil:L ze 

Civilized Tribes Ex.ecuti ve Comr.1i ttee t: wo.1.~;,c fo· 

,r I ,~7-,,,1e,r of •'.;o ,-·-11 7''"1c·'le~-:---e·,-. 
... • i .. -ii----Ll ), ~ J \,.,I ,L UJ. ~ J:\.. ~ ... , ,. ,y·olnte ,_ 

ine; . _,__ ele.ct·; en"' 11 '111.:l.1..:.i in '-' c~ r.!"'!t·,1.· o;, ·Iv·(; -,el ·Ct 
il.cJ. v , .... ,:> ~ ..., I • .'. - • ~; , -~ •· - ~ .. 

Ls.tor 

vu:i 1 S r J .. -
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n for a;J:..;i.:.stmce in 011batt,-· nc \liv ... 

1T s au bor:.zc l o..n c:.cti vc e 'uc.:.. ·_,iv ''t Cl ~.:. r n 1,C 

to ld sep._,rat conventions to mak reconmenJat:.ons ..1. o .. t_~ 

c nsti tutiol. wh.:.ch woul :l b . writte;n. 90 

co1vention, t~~ Creeks ~~d oth-r tribes meraori~lized ~ 

held ttc elec~ion to decide th2 feas"bility of a co.~stitutio -

rl conv~ntio ~ Though the propose ccnven·ion w·s ne o held, 

· t empt, Lo organise 

of 1903 is sig1ific· t as ~he fir .1.or.u 

91 
sentiment in f~:.vor of separate st teLoo .. 

?le&s·nt Porter'o personal succcsae 0
, h~s skill· s 

y_,oliV clan, his influence in 1.TashinP-ton~ and ' . r 2.. c:- dGYOtio. t 

the est ir;.to1·osts f his peo1Jlc Lo.cl by 190, 01.1 Led to place 

him i::1 a unique posi tio 1 in the ind· cu."1 'J' .rritory o 

9oPortcr tv Bli_ffington, J" 1~- lu, 190·-, Lcttnrc, CLl 

J-ct, s, :50-251. :'.)ort•.;;r tc Cr 'C.<: : c.,'v _;_ uCll Co·;1t1cil, ~:o, cr..b r 2 , 

1903, 3-j)j.__., :>06-507. 'i'ulsa Denocr· t, Octobm.' l· , 190". 

, 
l, ,L f --.,-

J 
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cognizc l by n a_ y s tl c "gre test li vii : I . tf }3 '---. 

In r la:r ",er se .:JB ~ ie L 'lcl b . C 11 one O .... th 1 .JY, [_;" c· t s 01'::es

JO!l of his race• 1.1.'he C osiac ·wor ~ 0" his firbt, [.t.nnu · r. es-

s· . ....,c to t.~ Cr ck i't tio al Coun 'il uil1 lo . ._, be re1. m e_ 

as n. classic .:itatemc. t of t e In ian posi tio. in m ric'l _ 

.1.istory. 

The vitQlit· of our r-ce s ·11 porBists. ~eh" re 

not lived for ne..uch·. \le ar the oric;in·l iscover rs of 

this continent, and the conquerors of it fro_ ...... ~_ 

ki gdo ... , and o it fir'"'t taught the arts o p -r.ce n uar, 

and first pl '1nt, d the institutions of virtue, + ru .... __ , fu_d 

liberty. Th ~ lropean nations found us here a.Id 1·.rero made 

.vrare that; it wv.s possible for m to xist an - bGist h re. 

i:e h ve given to the 'ruropcan people on t 1is co. ti 1 'i.:t o r 

thou 0tt forces--the best bloo of o· r ances~ors havinc i1tcr

mingled 1.rlth their best st tes_en "nd leadin[; c·tiz ns. !c 

have . .1nde o 1rs 1 ves an indestructt?.ble el ~m n L~ their n ... -

tior u.l history. He h'-<,ve shm·m that what t 1cy b -li ve · uere 

arid c:t!ld esert places V>lere ~nbitable '·1d c pa.bl of st.st L1-

ing m · 11 · o s of people. i:e 1 "lVe 1 .,d in the V"- r -1-.:1.r _ of ci i

lization in Olli'."' co flict3 vdth the 1 for tribal o"'~iste: e 

fror.1 ocean to oco n. The race t t has render d this Aerv ce 

to the other net· ons of manki 1d co.nnot · t rly pe is· • ':14 

93st. Lou.is Po u"".'Dis:eatc ; Sep-'- I11 er 17' 1 99. So 1 -:1 
I-1cAlestcr Capi'cnl, .. ;ovcrabGr 9, lo99. ~ ec , nai aves LivL 6 

Indinn.n 

91+- orter to Oreo. ..;~.t onal Council, Octo r 2, 1900, 

Indian Archives, 356 4. 



CLAP'l'EH VI 

The soci 1 , economic, and politicd ch.:l! .:;es 11ro1:.
0

!:lt 

during ·Pleasant Por··,erv s first term as Principal Chief had 

serious impact upon t1e Creek people. Sil 1tly resi tin~ 

v,i t. tLe only weapon left to them--ci vil disobedience--T,he 

fv.llbloods became only further intrenc_,e . in heir con.:ie:!.., a

tL.,m and NGre firmly convinced th· t ·1.~r chanL.,e i.,roul 1 be o.l. ly 

for the worse,. On the oth ~r ha1-d, nany 11pro 6res"' · ve"" ~ ,• az

zled by the prosp cts of st t hood, ·oine. opc~ly ,~th the 

nbooster 11 clement. Land fra de ... cl corru,tion in the f dcrq_l 

ge cics also had tl:.,__,i·" effect upon trib~l lc·-cJ.c.,_ s, ;: ~ y of 

who:-: .;iucciun d to the tempt· tions f r-r--.ft :::u c 11 ~s · 0"'"1.
1 

O. Jun 27, 1903, ch.:i.rt;c-1s of corruptio;.1 H re e 

to tr. epart . .1cn of th nte ior b"' Cree c t or::. or Aloert ; .. 

I'iurph 1: • thout ~• .. i f Porter 1 s · prov 

• D 

fro□ a pooition ·n t 1c 1 1 t rt1 c.1t of tne Un· on .1-

dian / '.,011 cy .. 

foe r, d on c ar cs of S r • rosi 

• 'J ., 
.J, ,.L- ... 

161 
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A~,.) i · t ion, _1~ .. .-L me-1b ra ,~mtl om lo 1 cc o tho D' , 

l t · .:- T l' · · 1 2 
WC C S})8CU l.!l: J L _nc -n _c.n _ • 

as cm. etc 

by C _url s J. nonap ~rte, i;iembor of t c ...JO' ra :i. :_1 .:.an Com-

revc ... le that c,l aoflt lll.L fed-r· 1 o fici1::i.l in the tcr1 itor 

list d as officers · n directors.3 :·.Iurpl -:-r nauthorized. 

munci·tio of Dourl~s was later in esti-at d by Chief 

Por~cr ~1c, resulted :Ln his disrnisc.~a1 as Creek 1-ationu.l atto_ -

e.,. on I-Io..rc 1 21, 1904 o Hv.rphy count ere~ Lrr brin,:,in.:-_, s it 

Gr inst Porter for violction of COl tr ct uncl cf2.ri • .:1tion of 

The results of all these c n::;es wer refle ted in 

tho tribal election of 19030 I addition ~o Port r 

Chief .:Ioty Tice , who both sol ·ht reelection, the c-u 

2 rd ConL., 2 sc~s., Sen. D . , 5-17. Th· l ~ 

}dr·1ts A'"'SOCi' tion, fot..1Llec_ in lvL ' _1 i. ~)Olit.:. cl 11-

sc~tari2 _ .~oci~~ion of )ri uto c v • ted i~ -

motiu[, 1 Ti sLrtion ' fici · 1 to the lik chc 

Bo!J.rd of Indian Co. ·1 '~ !°1<"' d no f_'i-

c · al co 'L. 011 liho sl.L1 ~'"' 1. 

: otl' C , 000:-.. £ ___ .;;;.....;.;;.;;;..;;.;.;;..;..;.;. .;c.;.,__,_ ___ , U • 

) J ..,o ; • ' 
i\rth r P • ~ ·1,rp 1y ,. 

4 .. 1ort r !]cott ,) . i 1 , 

' u cl 1 ··t · ..;.....;......_ __ , June , :-3 

Port r ·-

] 
, , 



16 

::.~ep::. ... ,c tin'; tho '-'xt:t :-MC 1boosterf-', rr J r. es t • Gr .gory na 

J ·~ ., .,.. . ···d 
u.:. .• ..:., -.l.' nd 

Cll, rles Gib o_ t i·i':,h Chltto } arjo r preso tin~ . e f ... lb oo s. 

-n the m·i n s of sor .. ,c-, C-: ,_· f Po•"·:· 01· • 1,... h d b 
.,_ - , - .1." .. lJ.,1se I c:. CCOl C £...S .... C-

Da1:rof;, Cornmiss:i.on i11 the ... 1a.tters o · · llot, 1 nt 

solution. On th=; oth "'r- hcma., the "booster 11 clemo1-t plo:ce 

h:;_s i:1consistency in. dema--idin,:: t 1 .. t the fu.llbloocls ·ho o~poscd 

~-irn be : , ot ec·i., ed. Tlu·ou[:}.:ont a 1oz e, and he· t ed Cd.L:lp,_i _1 the 

sLreHd com.:!ents 01. Fus Fixico added humor m d color. 

,-ell) I like to kncrw 1:,rho we ·.•oinr to hHl for ncx+-v 
t.) u 

chi f. I see in ~Journal Roley I/cintosh say 1 c 1.-ms ·cired 

runnin,z for chief and i'le.S ~oi11g to 1·mrk. 1-Iaybe so J u s 

just say the, t. Por er w· ~s not s · y notl· inc Jet, b 1.t I i:.hink 

.ti.e i:~ i:12..d his ev 0:1 it li1~c buzz'"'rd 0_1 dca:::.d co, in ui 1ter 

time. But I w.s-dF the~ had so~cbody el e for chi f. ?orter 

,-ms stay too .mch :.n I-I:isko:=;ec ,., t. Louis · 1 'n.s1iY1~;ton 

an - l· ces like tl1u.v o make .::.;ood c 1ief. InJi,.s J"C. not lLL::,, 

·'·ho.t. Por · or he uas send eod b ex 1 .rc 'S lil:e he 1:a ... ., riot 

1.·!ant InjL.1£ to 1 · t; or, ma} be so 1 h n1c ko yo1..i. cou af"· e 

it to ,,~'.18 .. ,.o~ 3C O Injins W~.S not lik ~ tlr nai·~: r• s 

c~,.,-~ t,oo mLch hotel bill ";,o u·-~ d eds Ua i. 10:. 0 

Jell, so th0- ua" not much t.all--: ··bout 11 ~1., chi -:: , 

it, ms l ok ikc Ci'OC!.'C Inj in.., vras lo st t · · · - ·:ri. Lu 

8 3 ,- e:..1 er'-0 couldn t held up i JlCY bre ·, ~w·=-.. if GL.iGf Por~ er 

u· ~ J. • ot t al ,: ·ood, ma~··be so ho 1:· "' i 1. .:1 ol.. .. c r::..11 • r· 1 o r 

hir1 li <e a,:, a 1·.orc,c ourl -u.1). 'Ii' l. 1.•·as vot 

tine ... ~ybc so he \",a ... hn.d t,0 ,i vc b·· g ouroc _u 

c,u-1,,- · nt- nn lent nubl · c estr · ct ion li ·. Al·'~ 
i..l - JV • ,4. 

5 r•. . • h 

-lie' l n Arch " 
Sept .mbcr 1, , __ ., 
Cr lo , 

-----~------' , 
-· ru ry 

r 
r 
G 



,T~.s 1 ... 0:e 1Ji~ str5.c e ;,;ri t sc oo t;, too, 

low .o plti bQse ball.' 

Hell, so I s <.; in the nm Si.Y - rs t,h y u· s lotn · 

c.:: .. _dit'i.c.tes .for C.r. ·ik ~ ·ti ··;f si lr.:i..., PJoan r,,Jrt ,~ :...:1 C, rl 1y 

;-· bson .. d L · r·us Pcrryr.nn and Y h· '1 ust·1u, ~·ec 1t T l ; nJ, 
\ 

- - --~J • ..> - V .t.-... \.. 

it · .. c'-s l;...id 1·et,ue ·n .,. h-::t ~1d Ch2rley r cruse the-~ at c:.ll vho 

-1:1~-· n ·otes ;i d "ttf0.0 left nothinc for PleL.s nd L ,) s bui.::, 

:::; 0 ers t.o vot,:::, 1ors:.tlie1r1 and ,1-2..yhe so a fm: ree.~ t,._t 

v s 1un~ry for pie.v 

A typico.l runp.,ign visit o · Plec: s· fo -'-er u s 

.escri b d. in the Eoldm1·Jillc ·i': rr'::i 01- All[_;ust 1, 1 03. 

Chief Ple: s:mt Porter ·--rri ,, cu. ·· :1 t, __ e it/ ·. e 'r..t.:s 

r;t 7:30 p.m.: t e guest of his :.1anJ frionds ••• $, !.fcor a 

f e\·J 1ninu'· e ' rest, lunch "Ne: s serve:6 ut tll i"j· .ct el ors' 11 i 1. 

'Aft.er- lur..ch muny frie:ids of the Ge11e1 al ;· eet"-' 1. '~i·;--, a.1-d o..11 

0njoyel ::. sociaJ_ cliscv .. ssion of current ev~n~·s, _:-,;;'.rt:..cul·.rly 

re ·i ... -1--~ TI"' i·" ., l"' ...., "' 1" ....,,_, .• ; 01 
.1... '!.VJ. .. ·Q u\.,.1 '..1 . C \...•J. CL\ . .t!l.:..-L-1.J..,t... ? 

JcL .. 0 as)-::ed about t. e \. etumka rally, the' chie.~ sc:.i . : 

nrt i:Jc.s the lo.1~c.: st -ooli ti Cc1l neetinr; I h<,,.ve ov 1 St.::en in the 

Creek :1ation; 1:,'1ore we ~e L lso nc:my vrhi te ~-.-1eople pr8.=:Jcnt. T 

thi·1k the red man exnrc:1ocd rr101'e inter ~st in his trib·-1 -:1 :..airs 

tl1<.. ... 1:'l ever before. I-did not ua',:e a ro·-1 polit.icel ·1c: r·c::.-...,; 

I ci nply ._ a e my fcllovrnien an outliuo of t. .e .. ·ot.,r-cr s w:~d ;•mr .. <: 

ae on1 lishcd s:Lr::ce I b:1vc occ 1.p ·.ed "GL J exccuti v· .. h'--i1 ; of t:rn 

pr-~ent stat 1 s of affairs wnone tle Five Civilized ~rih 3 

oi our an.ticipr-"-tio-r 1 s in -the future, tcllin....., ~ \c.:·1 t 1,•:t, 7- 1. ".:.: ... t ~d 

thorn. to discuss matter!"' f:,.'-'!ely ru;10.1 ·• the-caselveson 

ttGene ·~ ...,_, it he s 1 cen L .,i1.1 t, cd t~l- t !..i · rh ·-ns ~ c_1~,J1 , 

h-a.s been L&de :in t e last rulin..., of t11e seer .tr-.~ y r c·c rdi:1' 

Creel: lands.. Do ,rou l:n .JW an:lthin~~ ·0 b0Pt it?tr 1' 1 ~1s , .. .J:, • 

ur do net· 1: .en; I h:1.vc been -r.,·ay fror.i. my office 

t,·mnty-four .o-:..:rs, aO ·,·icro :t::is u:- ?: U1,1c for a c r 

rl h· t do ro 1 t. :L1k 1 -;-' ~ l C th fin.: l 0, l.c 
~ 

1 . fl • ,, ·" .,.,_ l'.'>r r 1, d 
r ~-:t .. _,S; vfc. ... S ~ ~l. v ..... ~ ......... · • 

HI 2 r.cit·ier ,~ ')l'O let no h 

u.:13 the r·cpl:r. 
But .:.n contin ·a:, .:: gc. 'rc.Ll 

c-cc•ic> 1 il t,~t.. i.,c:--'c of :..,n·· ri.·0 r • rd::.. 

;f t;i b affLirr;. . c ;,-...id: "Of 

t , ., 1 .:1-"0 rinr.; c,lrt .:: to it, 1J1 L, ii' 
c~r.t.:m. c.-.,; ,~o c,.1 ,tJ c E;&r ; t ~ , 
ro ~t ~~, the n~o res ' · re t 
t,...J ,J., .t.... 6 --

ret.u.rd u , b t \11.t _ .. h . c c 
,1c 4 er i; . .,d oo le .LC!. '1').n l.01' i ,., 

2 ' I c • 

'"'O 1 of , 

n ') ) 1 ,. , 

s 



1ho election hcl on oc t mbor 1., 1903, resulved' 

botl vict. ry an clef,' t fo- Plc .... , .. ,!Lt Por-c r. ...·~1ou h L 

- .. o y T:.:; 'I' vr re both re ,lcct,e' b· - . . ~ 

::; ~ J S) • ,:_,j ! V 1. • j_ 

B-r reelcctinc Pon,er tl G Cr -eks h(.:.cl exl ro,_,"e th -- r 

co _ '"'icicnc'"" ir 
' t.. 
!.J I., 

cs, 

:~n -lee ir1e '" COl' Dcrvati ve Conncil thG}·· o:.::press :::d --.,he· r oppo-

sition \~O ,h 
1

0l'Ol 1 -+t d 'n UP,.,,., .. 0
_1 11,.. _,,,v,._ 

v n ih t __ e n1 ~::i.:::: ch.1.d:u session Nhich met. in Ocvober, hosti 1.

ty tovr d the "aJn1.inistr-at.io~'lu made :Lt d.ifficu.1·, for tho C1ief 

to se ·ure support for his prozram. :Io rnver, resolutio_1s wc1-

nassed prc~esting ng~inst the appoi~tnent of~ fn er&l = pc_-

- 1· s ·· ·-. cf c:c·h ool""' 
U.L J ,. .. ;::, ' t.' e formu.t~_on of 3.ny go,. crrrne:,t for Indian 

Territ~ory ;rior to Harch l}, 1906, aLd y pl ::'.l. = o ... t e a2"ir1e:: 

-:tion of t.h1;.; fj_ve Civilized TribeG c. 2. whol or in p· rt t 

Oklal:.orr.& 'e:critory& Acts vrere pa2sed r,1-..:.ki11 . .__; 

as well &_..., natu ·al c;uar,' i&n'"' of tt.eir min r ch· 1 ren a_ 

1 • b t n T~c·'el 1 o-, L.1. er 1 • J. .1. .~ - .. ✓, 
Gr ;or· 

o .. n 
lo-



1 ·n .:..n • 

Roo>.Je "'lt 

166 

ir ~ it, i1,1possibl 

1 dis pp o c res nt 

urtl c w·t1 tlw f~over1 ·ier.;.·, ,.i_;_ ho t be.11 · ·.J.l 't.,e" co do oo. 11 

Th newly ele"'te Na:tion<. ·ou.1cil me'· e:.r:i.J in 

D 

ho-

luhou._;h ;,1- otl or 11..,;:no i.:D. f'avoring ~:e <ec.1" ,. c st, :re-

only ''t I 1 J 1 ·· -5 I er ~arc~ ~, yu, wa~ se: .. :L to Lon,_, 

no ir. f ort (..11· 

and Alexande ·.he .:o .se 

of Farriors, both ·--olitical oppon nts of _orter. 12 

Con~ _ss t; r~xcve all restrictioLs on th sale rnd le~si:~ 

Of ..,1 J-o ....... e 7•:i~...'.l(':' e"'<ce-+- 1,--,,...,c,.. ...... e, 0 "_1
111c _1,...,. e·.t~,: of t-.1.·1•_· 

• C:..J. •• l,'...r , -<...U~U..;.:, _, ., ·~1.JV • VIU ·;:;,v ,..;, ♦ - I-, ~ -

ru De :; :.1,, T:i 0dom, .Alexr,r.!. ~.er L.. Pose3r, m ::l t 1 
•- , c-vcrc::1 

A,, G ·ar -c. Evan;;, )l e..:;i 'er:.t 0f I e::.1ry Kond.:i.11 Cc lle 'e. ,cneral 

. t d ·1, . - rr .::- ., 1'1 
l.:t:.O.lG U".['0 , 0~') '.:) .J.. J... 1 = J.. "' V• 

190J. 

10 
Vin 

..... 

11 
Co:.l:. ( C 0 k 1 tic,11) 

· r 1~ .. tric io. s 

I' 2 , 

, 19 .. 

• 



upon t: e al end J.co. in- of ndi:. n l' dr.; t.--Tid vh rel aCIJ o:.: 

upport ~d by slmj_la:c ---e,...olut L,n ..... anc1 1. e_ o:cials frci .. th(;) c.: -~

be_. s of com:. erce, tmm council:::, 1.n, comrr.cr·..,:· {..-;l c_1.:bs of so ... e 

tlre p;;,ssaze of an net 01 J pril 21, 1904, remo·rir_g al 1 res ric-

t.im _, J.ron t.ho allot toe. lands f ad:J_l · , hi·::,e a.--: l Ee ro tribL.l 

pass upo -l i:cdivld 1 0.l appli ·a-cioas frorr:: L.1dia;.1s. Th·"' cct 

ulso provi '.ed that s1:rplu.s Cr.zek J.o.nds should b, sold by t: e 

D -1'7"'' Com1::.ission in one hundred sL::t.3 ucre lotn c. s soon Co 

Debo, 

flni -

'r.1 G car 1i vo.l c _,., l211<l 'l,:.-.~c-l~snct.:.cns 

131. 1"9 C•J ,~. 
c..,- ..) · • ,, · vO ~t. • , 

"' rt, 2, 1931-19L Z • 
~ ~or;s. , 
(Luplcr, 

1u In'· ·ior 
' 

,.. 
I 

' 



190!:,, ,-ts t :e de.te for tho .fi. ... ul closL ~ vf th1... t1.·ib ·oll.., 

:L 1 0 • er 1.,0 

of allotrient t ~1· tLe -1 11: for tribal · ~ t · 17 o 1.S.50.L't.- O.) L 

Septernber 22, J.903, Chic-)f Po!'ter anno·,_ilcec. 

to P-"8Vc1 t by injv.nction, 

gov-err~-;: r_t to sell '.:: 1e -sldue lands bef :re all allo-::-. ents 

Agreenent. 18 

Despite President. :lo se·.r1;;lt' f; lis2.; r•, .9..1. of t: e 

uppr0priation for an offici .. l. Creek dele.e2..ti.0n> .r:::r-..:.e!' .1 .e 

1;)04, 

lwa -

-1 >"t'Y1,1 0 (-u~-.,,neRt1·,r r,ia,·· tl 1 r' "')(.0J)'1C +,l'Y'O'l' '. YO'l . ~in "C, 

~ . -._j. .. ,.,, .J - ._, --ti • -· 4. - .., -L _, • - - • - '(.., - •· ' ~-- • 

s: gniI'lC a:1.y papers or :::b. dn 6 a.IlJ coritract of 1 •. "l1u. · e~~0r 1:ind 

res"Jsct:i.11 u t.hGir :La11 :-- G · ther 1 "f.lGe, rf.mt or sale, v .. 111ess 
- ~ 11 • ,... • -l- t · It - ' • n • 

t __ ey 2.re r y conscJ.ous 01 i 1., e1 con e .. ts. _ · i:::> '. 1 • c :un J.-

. .-, - , E-'-"·c-,,, rO..,, r)-,I~ )'1~r 7 '"' top~+-,-: .. l tJ1-1·r l•}rcl pve· ~-"' 
11 o r1 , .J... y "1 ~ l, v , J ~·.. .),, t 1 l ... ~ L~ _ ~-;; _ .... ',J < l+!- , . c ~ .. •~ .1. ... i v ,._ 1. ___ • 

:1rJ • co rru ch profit accrues -:-o Vi.cm, 1J.!1til ::._1c:r b c fil bet t,::r 

nc<.:.Uu.ir.tu1 ',~.:..tJ: ti·c l.·t;s uovr rn~n[_; tlle U[JC of t:1.c:~r 2..2 - 4• 

It ·JEG.Y lJa uC::.rnis abl 111 ,one inoto.nc s for O'T pee 1 . to 

;-,~,J.cc a onl c (jf u·,cir L tHt, bu:.:. ,.l,... c ·ul . t,l 1 G ! ol · ,. c i.' _ l,.

t.,2.in · nr; it · s by far t~1c s f st cour·s0 ';o P' r c .1 

16 1- ~ ,l ,.,.._. • 11 ne .. )0, ;~ , J.L ... 

17 I o::.--·ter · .o Cree.:- , ., 1 

f 1skof;oo ) ,oe 1i;-:> o~to':1c:.." ~-, 190/,. 

. vill~ ( Cr · ,k · ti 01.) 'i'r i b ·1 ----·' 

u ) 



'l'ho Chiefs ont uood de l o:.. i ~ · ,_ t~_c St o Lo is 

T>~posi tion during tl o :-' rinc · !..d o .1.r. er o: l ')04. So ~-uch 

• 1: , i 1 ·1ct, thc.t it bee .10 v~i cly rum.or r : :coug o t t_ c 

t rri tory that he uc. plu.nni:1 to L • rr-y tho a r· - of' 
<.Y lJ - -

St. Louis l.msi!10Soll1D.Il O A..n qn· 0 ncr·n" ·nt o.(' ~n 0'1£- ,.,. '1"' t 
• - C - ..;.. ll LL J. '-'--- ~ ~c;•"-l • '--'-- t 

apparentl ste1@1inr; "rorn J.also infornotior:, v c.2 ... ~ le in th 

territorial ne:spapcLfJ.,,·o l''h 11 quo, .. ,tic,ncri. by c.: re o ·cer, 

o rei.1arry, ut : us 

ii'ixico found t.I1e :cumor i•rorth a poi:atec'.. co::im.ent o~L -:,,10 e )-

of ent. 

Port0r go to St. Louis n l get nrricd an.' Sec1,...ot -r·y -ts 

Cocked v&.s .::\.}Yprovcd the 1 t/c.~imo -iy • .. • • /~l lmo·ct r re·-. rt 

from. 3-'-. Louis described a streetcar c.cci :nt in 1,J~ ict n :etc_ 

1 • ·1 • • d 22 
· . .1as ra.t_1cr· se 10 · s_y inJure • Octo er 1, 190~, ~ 

, . 
• LvCn 

d -sig-1atod 'Ierri·::ory 0u.y at the E .. :positio1.. L-c, tl:c h .ac: or 

Gover_.m." Thom· son B .. Fel"Cuvon of Okld1om.2 ''i.:;_ "i tor:r in d.c

- i vering tho p!"·incipL:.l · · c:1"ei..lsc3 of' the ay. 

20 chor ~,oc~ . .-ce, April 3 , 904. Holc.cnv· 1 

TiLlGG, April 2 • 

210c-•t'~ ,·c·~ ,q•:- .• ,, r..1-,-.-i·:-.;11. -·~ ,.. -:901 
.., , u. .i i, .'1 - ~ ~ - • ,_ - -- ' • , ' •• ,·. 

90 4! 
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1 r'~ appe-rx1c- at this receptiotl dres00 in trib 

li-2 rel-Ci ve<l cons·· d rable critic::. sm in tho 11booctc_" _ 01 sp p _ .... 

· 1:·ious to iscr · di t hin • De,:_;cr · bi !e the i Lei ont 

w r d, t1 sucL an 'LLD. i vili ze spoct&cl. 1 • 11 do l,h-· 1. d.'... 1 

Territory no good In simil· ~ .:.tor of 

the Okmulgee ___ r_a_t d., plored tllc Chief t s 1 - npea "c.. ce in 

that ttsuch a co•~tumc.> was m.ore fitted for '..:;he P illi_;pine 

ey,_hi )i tion than for a represent'='ti ve of & ")r'Opose. s a.te. n25 

1he ~ration 1 Council Ll t in its · · nual scssi n o 

October ~-, 1901 1 t Okmulsce. In his o eni,1r; mcso 

cred ~~e followln day 3 Pleasant Porter brief_ re 

deliv-

m th 

events of the pre io .s e-r nnd outl'ned a pr grmn I ;ro o e 

le~isl tion for t rn prosecution of :i.1ersons ille · ul-- ho_din.::, 

allotrents, for .:.he opening of public road alon s~ctio 

lines, for he encl sur of rll l"ve tocl, · d for t10 p 

ment of & -rib !.l dcler;ati n to trc"'t VIit 1 -';.he ~ove ·1.men fo 

adjustment of ·11 interc cs of t.he Cr cl: people the ') nd:.1..., .. 

r• J st,ron,-.ly re o,.nended t 1e adopt·· 0~1 oi 
L,C r:'. .!3 ~ 

inp; upon Conr•r :.-"B o f ll ill 

r.or ·1nd · a.11 're l'it;. ry • 2
 

• • p 

· lC p Q_JJ.SG O..1.. S 

, emcri· cal ... 

· rat 

241 a ··ucka (Cloct ,.., .... ion) .IC'""'"', uc ob 1 .~, 1)0. 

251 icl. 

26-; t ·r to Cr c'~ Jr -. l , 4 

nkoe; o ni ~, )c o · or l > 
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Do~ it- its op osition to Porter, Gou. c l i:>' f..zea. 

n emph.:?.t~~c so_ ar~ c "-at eh o . resolut · on .d 

n TI.cloy _ ~cintoch to t;_ 

gation 1,Tith · ~l8t1-- ct· on"' to .rork for 

A~reement. ,:.•1hich 1· oul' provide :i. or th a lo-cme . .:.t of 1.,_.c sur·plu 

1 n ls to Creek c~ iJ. ren horn prior to ~ .arch /+ > 1906. 27 

measure 1ms passed appropr·· • tinG fi vc thous 1' dcll·.rs fer 

tde prosecution of _}er.:.ions ·who _1ad ~nrollc fo1~ Cre l<: - llot-

1 nts by fr9.ud. he Gou 1cil also r~t aside six t,hot.sand ol-

la.rs to J use in. sondi ,;; u dele 6 ' .tion to .a"'hin;_;ton to s-

cure the speedy settlement of t .. e remain: ng p:ro -- ty r. ~airs 

,-..("\ 

of the nation. i.:'.o 'l'he prevailing o pos · tion to ?c.,rter 1-as 

expr-essod in a resolution calling upo the Se ret .... r:r of t!.:.e 

Interior for an investicat.ion of the nanner of sa of tm _ 

.. t . . 1 .., , • ! t . 29 
J..O s in "G 1, l,ree" !.,a on o It. beinG l. 0 ell kl10Vd the t ~ ortr l" 

, 1d other subs1.,e· tial npro 0rcssi ea 1 h d ake11 f .11 ~ vant•)r~e 

of the 1 · beral tmmsi ce provisionc, of th r 8~c Ae;reenl nt 

even to the extent of 1·mrc_1asinc; lots ' prox- t 1.rou h f'r· n 

'cd 

27Ibid. tesolution, Creek ?c.ti0 

190h, JJctters anJ Ac'·s, 6r/0. !.ol cnv:1.llc 

190/i,,. 
8 .~scocc. P.octlix, October 4, 1,05. 

:·o Ci. wcr 3, 1904 .. 

'· r ct sl, 1.J ' t 

Octo er 0 , 

.1· er 11, 

29 Act, Cr c · c.1tio,1al Counc · 1, ,c ·ob .r 12, 19 h, 

.. nal,;:oe;e 
Octo r 2 ---------) 

Oc to ')0r l , 1 Ol • .101 env · 1 . ____ , 



l__ ... lief 3 
- h • ,.> rt r 9 n -.rcto o -chc resol..tion ~ s oYer ic n 

' n vot o GCVt":.t ~0r1 to n:i.nc l . th . Jot sc c · 

si:~ty-six to 1.ot 1:L . · :l.n ·. e : ouso of \J rriors.31 Dut.ifu.lly 

for. ar ed by th CLi cf to Ind::.u.!1 L-1s.t!cctor ~. Gcor e i. · _ t 

for ·-,_ 11.:JL!J. t cal to S .crc-~ary P:i tchcock, t.he 

res~ ·de :l by tLe D01 "rtr.10 t c " he Int r io_ • ':..' e repose 

:- vestieation uas nev r held. 32 

Ir.. ac(.ordnnce :i tL th . acts of Cour4cil, Port- r 

L1st1 .. cted ~a r. .. !Iott, 1..r;10 h-d succeeded Prthu .. P. r-u.rp.1y s 

nfitional attorney, to prosecute all verso Ls ill 0 ·lly l_oldin 

o.llotnents, to insist 1.;.pon the full per"or,:ian e of ,h terms 

of tho agre0ments re, ,arding equalization of aJ.lo·'-:.1 nts, and 

to worl: for an a::aendr cnt tl1<-lt \'TOuld pro i e for the conti· •c 

1 1 t··aent of surplus la- c~s to chil ~ren born duri . the t.ri bc.;..l 

_egime.33 Gr atly concerned ove. the rrospects of t!le · ,. ·1ton 

bill, a sin le sta · ohood 1i c:: sv.re th n pe11d.l.nc: L1 ~1 2 ,_.ate, 

the Chi of ar·a.in tr<~ vclecl o t:ash 11[;; on t.his tir1c co .. 1 nie 

..,,.clntosh, a pr0mi... ent f ·llbloo represent ... ti v • 

J1)Denrinc before sevcrL-1 con~ress·orw.. cmmu~tc.es, tie--

JOD .,bo, And G·'-ill the • ·0.1.c· "' Lu~ , 121- 23. J u . 

~-IcAlcot er CcL1i t --_r:-o t,obcr 4, OJ..,. 

3l Porter to Cr •ck ! o:tio11 Cou11 · 1, 0 obor , 1 0' , 

in J :unkor~ce .1Jor1ocr·--_, October 27, 1901,.. 

32T 1-·.:1 Dc ... ocr' t, . ovc .. b r 10, 1 05. Pcr"l, 1 to · ht, 

OCt,O er 21, 1901:.-, .:.1 al:o,,cc De l"Crtt, ctob ... r ~7, 1901. 

33Portcr to IT. L. Hot,, Dec , 1b , 19 
Jct s 1 2 2-29Lt. i ol:o e De oc::.~at, anu, 1 

) 
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S ,CG l in s c r:'...: h· r 

o cl rod it dor 

th .., ,ate o on _'cbru .. r· ? , 9 5, ti 

1 ~ 0 t: en r joct d y tl e !ousc of :: ~.) · &e~.d,~ ti ves. :...i.: i as 

sent to co1 f r0_1ce o 1mi tt . , ' v .. t 1-,as rot r(.; ~ 01·tcd.. o 

""lso 

succeede in se t:.r:· 116 auendne:ats to t_ e Indi n 1 ,.., ro )riat · o . 

Act of I :arch 3, 1905, providing for the -J.llotuei t of '"'U .. pl . 

lands to Indiun children orn on or befo· e !ar h 4, 19 o, i 

the Creer, Chick G u, a.uc ChoctuF natj_on13 c..m 1 "'or th· use of 

cllr emaining 1 ~nds to bring 'tp to standard allot. ent ~pprc.-.. · s

ed at loss tho.n the :,1 imur.1 valuc.tion.3 6 . -· a_J ~-:c::.. tosh e-

-:-urned to IIuskogee on f!arc_1 9 follo-nn.:; tn e adjov.r1 • "G o 

Con.:;res • 'i'he next day, in an articlf! entitle nso e ::: fee ::..-e 

·v-:ork Done by Chief Por ;ern t~e ;iusko._; 

to his succecs .. 

De:1ocr paid tr b· tc 

~ • .. there . <::, lit ;_,1e doubt, but 1,,1 a~ C le · for· r 

put i some quie-'-., ffecti ve vm_ k a 0 ainst the state 100 bill .. 

If he did 00, it was 0ne without t:1e b.1·..re of t.1.'w:1.p t~ or 

othe:r- out mrcl sicn, to attract nuch att .... 1tion. 

Chief Porter ha s:)cnt nuch -~j_, · , L '. usl.i: on ior 

..., t an l1e h:, s 11 d the confi _c.11c e ru est =-en of 
ffic.U. y er .. G pas . -

tl 1 ..., , c '---lie o·n ··'.1 bot:1 polid .. c-.1 iJ',r(,iC"'. so h ~,.. ... m1s 
· 1e c .... '--Ho ;Uu · -

, 

3h ~T 
Porter to Cr ek , '.tion· Counc·1, cto r:>r L!., 1., 1

, 

(uuko ..,ee Phoen · x, OctoLc::c f., ;10~. ~ .. ·o. d. , Octo ) .r 3, 1 

Octooor 4, 1905. 
35 

Git ti· zor, :"orn tim1 of L.. _st· to ?J ) ' ,_ 

36 
Kc>r,plc..:r, J..-1 D c. l cl 

.:•t,, . o.rc 1 1 ' :;>us:---
.::;..;;__..---

.. 



-• l f"" i. ., 

,Jo..)\., n 1,,r .. 1 .c. .• Cl"C , .. l .... ,._ .... , .. -l.1 i•10., 'l 1° ·o ·n-r·1uenc 
\. U S,~v V • ~ <. ) '-' V • .J. • • ~ 

tion. '~'l~oy b )liov Cln Portor to lJ sL c r i ~s 

b1.:: ( lf O.L' t.ho l l' .i.' _1s t.1..11:.l cS 'l t.;O, fJ · <.l~e l e, r,i t.. • • ~:re 

to \ hat ho ·:i.dvocate~ l an is t c us al ro .;1•e<•cnt ion 

t .. sos-,
3

~1 ...... i.. in--r to r·~pr\,:;sB .t the .._1· o ple oi ~he J. , 'lc.n 

tory. ·1 

A vis· t of President P..ooscvcl t to t:.c ~ idim1 1 !Ti

t · on one of his cxtendc hu ing trips ir ... the .Jrin o:: 

1905 bro ._,ht the uostion of st~t hoo ~ain to the font. 

On April 5 the Frosid-nt passed t,l rouch -r .sko .,et: an uas u t 

by a reception conmi tteo ·which included Chief ::?ort ~r, J d0 

'T'ho _as, Charles !7
• I~askell, I. J. Ury, ~n, Clarcnc 

,- 3 r. 
• uo .cJlas. 

_n a bTief address Roose·relt decl rod, 0 Your r_' - r · tor , rm. o 1-

or, in co. jun ct. ion . 'i th Oklcthoma, ·will soon e 0110 o" t 

"reat st stat0s i:n the Union._n39 This s"-rto~;1 nt, indic tini 

that ·the Pr0sider:.t li.ad ecided to Sl port openl t 1e ~- , issi.01 

of tho two territoric as a i~Gle st te rou cd c~cat w - n 

n one the Indians. As if spurred o~ b: ties \!Or s > tb. pro-

pononts of both sincle ·nd sopar te st·tehoo ou led t.he'r 

cf for .... s to secure -cb 1.ec;i c•lo..tio tl e:, e .. .:ir d. 01 Ap il 14, 

1905, Li 01,1 1or.1q C·•t,y t.he .Sia;:lo S-catcl100 Lxocuti e Co .. :m···t 

of OLlcL or.in ru d n ULn _'orx·itory r et an1 d ~Ci i ..,cl to c:-11 

cor1v2ntion to .,.1oct ut tl S:11,1;, plc :1 l11-· " 40 . t; • j (...,. 

D ring , . 
10 :rbh'"' t'1· ~ folloue tll s..:.n J.e 

\., ~ 

.3?!bid. 

3 Ibld., A 1·il r. 1905. 
' 

. , 

1905 .. 
39 Jtd .. , A1Jril 

) ' 1 5. 

40 biL.., J\) 1 lj, 1905. 



c. 1,cs 110:r. ·oc t.o Ly tl 

J; ,ril, 

n.ctvocate ,ere _i.ot ictl8. v:.1 <-Tuly 5, 1905, CLief ;ill:..:,m C. 

G11:~cf Green ~·.ccurt:.,.i: of the Chocc 11", 

c~.11 for a co._ v c .. ~t · o 

·.:.o le held in i:u,.,ko.3 e ::,: Auz;ust 21 '·,o dro.ft ;t co1 s· it·•t:'...o:. 

for a, ep&rate state to be fo1 ,ed ~ram t~ :n~~an ~errito:1.~ 2 

r ine dqys later, m1 im:.orr:i.al cohv ntion of 1 -a· : P. . ., Creek c i

z ~ns met in Huskocee 'i~ld aut 1.orized Clli · f Porte:" t,o ,-.rorl-: fo' 

sepe.rate s·atehood and to oppose nan-- schm,10 f q lie.r~c v:-.i.t. 

the present. citizens and 'l'errito--y of 0kl3.l o. • n43 

li'Pel·i n·"" .L, a"· 
_ ~ _ CJ Lt-l 1./ t~te plan for a ccnve.ctir n 1Ic. s -··t1ie bt..:Su 

co· rse to secure s~at , ;over 11G~1Jj, u Ch;_,,_rl ~s J. .:2. k 11 ;ni' 

,.,_ visic to Porter's of/•c::, i to 

Por~cr ~~reel to c 11 c 10utin · of 
a 

the chiefs of the f'i ·1c . "i bes i'or tl c pur JO~,e o. · 

~ ,. 
a C ld d Ci:111 for t.le P- oposed COHV0!:T' . 01 • •-r 

41 
;:n.zwcl 1. 

I 2 
1- 59 

,1rruy, '''i'hc 
01:1 l on. .. , L 

"Sequoyah Conve. •~ic.n, ' l'lu-179. 

l .1, 
Cl , r 1 n • Hask 11, 11 ov r or 

u.:. 

l 
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co. e to s 1ou 01 the mus-:ot nn fight, u ~ tol · th .iun. 

Co .. .1 rci 1 C u o A i not st 

but one 1 brt inD '"nd i"(.. io no up to e, 1 , c· .... r.-11.ent ~o !'. ke 

a separ.J.te state of Indi n 'or: itory in accor anc ~ u.: -:.h le· n-cs 

or else r, <. kc Co- 1_f,.., r:_i Il .. nLr5 l7'ar1 i· or on -11 ly .L , 
V ~ """c:; - ' •• V •• ;) J 

iss- e a te oe state:mcn-c t.o the prese de·"'i .inc h..:.s vi us 

stu.vchoo. 

Oklaho,na is e:ndenvor.i 15 to omin te th - : ... m:r ~tc..te 

is s ekir.t:; d.nissio. to joint stat.e .. oo r.:.th n.d · c,n '.1.'crr:..to 

'11.:e Indians resent --his w 1ich explains the callir. of ".:,he 

constitutio. l convention • • o .. 
1 Je w :c st tel oo , ~ .d if 

01: 2J10·11a must be adm.i ttcd as 2. part in ou stc.te, it is c.r 

·:Jurpose to let th~t Territory come in under 9. co!'lst_t 1 t · on 

fr&l'lled. by L di ··n 1'erri tory represe 1tc:; ti ves .4° 

On July l \ the m"-"etinc of the chiefs ms l:c.i. ' in t: e 

Turner Ho~ el "t ;,=usLo6ee... Among thos ✓ 1 reso t uere E:3.okell, 

Porter, 1"1orman, Chief :1.ogers of the Cherokees, Geer~ .: • Scott 

Ifturray represer.tinf; CLief DouclaG n. Jonnston of th Ch:i..-kas 1-.s. 

Chief Jolu1 • DroiflJ!l of t_ ., Se1 • oles i ~ ov · ttcnd t 

Ct lette:r stnting he v,o ·ld do wL~t he 1,;0' l~- to fur h r t .... -

separnte st t ho ; · 1..ovcmcn • A tLl s ncetLw' ~ Haskell 1.1:.d-· d 

his sup:fJOrt to ivhat · v;:r pror::-nw. -;.,h c 1i :f:3 J l-1 

persu.:i.de' t.hcr. to SUJ?OCrt 

' ' ld " · 1 ~ooa s,o~. 1a1 . -.ci.ttc 1 o 1 thn V d. o·" 

flur-:ncr Hotel lotterhcad; 'dG.s siQncd by r-11 

co:1vcntions," ___ ---~--ol:!2, x- ( n, 193 ), 

4) ius,.00-00 D .1ocr·,L, Auer.rt 3, 1~0:>. 

1+- 'r l10n.1. v (c,1·ck sar J·t l y 9, • 

• 
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cal_ fo c. o. sth,utio:n .. Q co_1ve _ on. u s t,11 -~ d 

ic-;'"'u d i1 t. nar.10 of th fiv c_1iefn. ,,_ .:.s c · 1 

for the hol i of prelit1in ry cor..ven: ... io n i .... c: oJ:' !LC. 

tr itorinl recor ing ·i3trict~ to elec 

convention itself.47 

elec·· tOG to -1 

On _t\ugust 7 th - convention for ·t.10 tenth ree,or 'inr:; 

district u· s .eld t r.lusko:::;ee. The deleb tL-"' '·1 ~r selecte, 

,-rnre Ple,-.,.sant Porter, Ch rles N .. r askell, s. T-i. r.v..t 1er.ford, 

a for:er nayor of _iuslc,:) e the Rever n A. Gran ::v s, -.s. 
' 

:Ic:.rsh · 1 Leo E. Bennet-'-, and Judge John H.. 1hon 
4P nhe l.i.s • 

of dele~ates elected to the conve~ion fro o~- r istri ta 

included such names as R.obert L. Ovmn, E:nmet Sta.rr, Jose_;_')l :1. 

Ia ••~y Georr:re v; J3e'1•-e D~v-'d 
w • • Gl ' 0 - \;', ♦ .;. 6 , U. .1. 

t~alter F • .1.ears, Chief Jon F. Brovm, George A. Ale~. d ,,.. - , 

J orm ~. Goat, Chi.ef Gr ·.1 ricCurta:i.n, Solo.r..on • :101111' r, E.c or 

Bond, II. L. ,uldrow, and \!illiai'1l Ea .-:urr<;.c ~ )1-9 

n uccord·mce with the calls of Z :- 5 

the onstitutionnl conrentio_ co1voncd on ~21, 1905, in 

the Hint n 'l'heatcl' at L-Iuskogcc. At th ,:;t:. '· st ion of ·r a :ell 

that one of \,ho trib· 1 cl1.:.efs b~- mL,, ~ presid:>1 .. 

4759 Cons., 1 scss., ~~-o~n-·-~~r-~ 
"'t,itu ioi1'l C >n1 L!1t'on, 1 127-l;_b. 

10c. 

r::.cer r 

· i' r , 11,..,, n
onv. 11.,io.1 , n 

Conv n',ion, ' 1 ;:,-1 ·'1. 
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t l onv ntim to m~h· size t. f· ct of 1 

th co_ vontion elccte Pleas .t Portur as 1.1c ,. a 1 t 

Has.: 11 imself 1,r· s h sen vice-c~ ir an at .11orte 's · _ s.:.s\;

encc, and J\lex~_nd.er L. Posey, not a ele ate, 1 fE LLtde secre

tary f tl. e convention. 50 In outlini 115, ho 1,.-0 ... 1: th· t va 

~eforP th_e P ~ t ld th ~ l - - , orl,er o __ e ne_e 0 atcs: 

He all want to ~,ce the business of l1is 

con ucted 10.rmonio sly, and i.n ···tc.1 a 1r -- th -c ·t ·r·11 e"lcc 

c:e _lit upon this country, and 1,;ill assist us in ,-,·.:d in[:, r co 6-

ni t:i.on from Con0 ress ~ Ue hav- no e;reat tirrt le t b fo tLc 

d:tssolu~ic::1. of tribcl LO ·"'rn...ments ii. '•Iar l , 1906 
be up and doing. 

Tl1ese five . 2.tions have t 1_ i ved the"'e r: ,_.,ny :/-" s, and 

ve dernon'"'tratec t 1at th Indians o ~1is terr'to y arc e:..Li

ncntly "'fable of self- "OV -rnmc. t. L.'l the stre 1Gt.-i of o r 

manhood, eve 1 thou 6h our natural life is i u, -re w _t to 

an:i.ounce to the world that we :: re still cap· ble of elf

[:Over:.._: 1ent. In our last hours as Indian govcrnnc: ts \' c r 

~ er:,,· d sirou:3 of ~1&ving sometninr; to s y aoou'.:-, t e law th£.t 

shall .=_·ove:!'.'~1 us vnen we are full fledged .1J11ericnn cit· ~ens. 

I hope tl1at lur j_nc thj_s conventic,n He Hill ke thc..:-

one end in view. \:e want to build a sta·'" e hip th~ t ·.ril 

carry us over any '"'ea. U vmnt a construction that v•ill be 

better than~ 1y that wo.s ever n~de before. I onvinccd 

t ,Ht v;re cfu1 prOGl:_Ce a 6reo.ter stat whore vhe o.r· ·:i__; fore o.2 

Indians exists. v:c will carve out a greater o om ea th 

than any that has been forme l prec eedin,.::, ·ls. 5 

Th convention or 6aniz;e :i.tself into th:r o 

1 ..... jo 1 r e 

t.. e next day· for E:.. per· od of t.1, o wee· .s. Duri11("1' '.::, s t1, o 

er tion of the conv=-atioL c.:.s a vnol • ~-••.8 £..rL e 

50 id., 299-300, J02. : ~kcll, 11.: :o 
2CJ1. Dori.::.. Cr. lloco 1b J, "j lo:::11 a ~r 'd•rrc:1 

o Okla or.10., "I (Dccc 1beJ.", 1933), 101D. . 1l • l'" 

u 2, 22, 1905. 

on 1 , 1 
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co:1sti tti_t-. ,_· on 0,, l it·i-. ('I ,.1 · v·· ln ' . + '"'Clf' .· .,_ o ..... rnl ~c ,, co .! t 
'-' '-' '-' I. •- - v( U .:.> J.. • U U I, v- ; '.... L. ... -

c't<.. . .".rmm o.n.d vicc-chn'r ... "1.:U"., Port r .cl Has.:e 1 

"(':: re ox-offi io m L bcro of ~11 committees an. s .bco .. ittcE-s 
,. .,. 

8.Jl 1 . . 'ti ci-"'~ t Gd "~cti v ly .L the ~eliberationc.JJ The c011tn • t-

tees t-. c .ied th'Jir jobs vfj th vi.1:0-, ncetinc dt · l·r m - . gl:tl 

to prepa.rc their rep rt~:; 8 • t lo.st, on Sopt8:.:.1~; r 6 t .. e co. -

·•ention reco .. ver..ed :.1 the E:i.nton '11heater to nass o. the ,.ro k 

done. The rl.eb'""tcs HE::r6 conducted •·rl.t 1 dii;;nit.,' ar,d a _,crt:pa

lous a. herence to pa1 lin.r.1entar/ nroced 1.re. 

The constitution as dr2.fted by L1e o .1.m · .... tee 2.:id 

1>nendcd by the conYention ·uas adopted on Sept 1~1ber & b: c.i 

u.1.~ imous vote of' ~11 prosent, thirty-five dele 6e.tes. :t 

nations and tribes of th 0 ... nd·· n Tm·ritory.. A 1ml 1 ~lanr..ed 

instrur.1ent o~ )overnr""tont, :1. t embodied ,}l -~J.Y f tl.c ad rQnc ed 

political ideas of the d yo The ~ cutivc fficers o th-

treasurer, audito:~, , !1d su:·rnrintc:i nt. of p1ulic ln <>tr· c .:.011--

1-·:cre all to 1)c elector for f01-r yc:'1' t. .r.":'.s 'nd in 1 · ibl to 

succec 1 thur.sel· cs, , ticar.1cr< 1 'en r.:u n...,''L:Ll1 l:,~ ·10 tld h&v 

co .... d:Tccd of n. senate o ,. t ; ·.nt~·-ono r.1cutcr" an 1 a l ou ... ~e of 

. f ,., f t . } ~ ' 0 c-e·ro .._ ,·-1""-i V G "l,c: 
roprcGcntatJ.. ·os o :..ron · 0r ···-ci :l lv 1.., , • ,u" o4o • , ..... • 

5 2.. ".l 'J 1 1 
1 sko co ?"1ocnix, J , t st .. 1:., ,:;,,., , 

( C1 eel: ,.,t.~.10· ) .1.'1·.:.. ; 1~.lC, !. , ,..t 31, 19 5 • 
H 1 

53 "a.xi·cll, "·>, uo <,h on nt·c ," 30½--J0t. 
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,,. "' - d. . 
L_<.,; 1.: l. C. . rJ HC'.c to , ~ h ::.d,...d b, . three to fi c rnem c:. 

ot1.r·c · .1:. · ~ts to L cl:. o ci:rc it &nc' cou .ty c;0urt s , s c __ 

1 ac.c for a. ce:, 

3r:iLll H~ ttcrs more fitted -'-o 3tatntory r "; l_,:;i,.., _ 

Aft G:i' ;,,n~ ·1)0L ti·!,,--: a COT1""l. tt ee ,·o 1 o'o r .,,,., .... ()' t· e r ei-11 
_ ~, .J..!IL - V _ ,/ <:-,!..I-! > ,_ ! ~•-

bers o_· 

Seq1-.wyd1 Ca lVGn.t:l.0~1 &.c jou:cried n , oon of Sent , rm )r r ' 1905. 5 r.: 

Tho~gh bi~terly 01poq d 1y th r~ilro~d , the polit~c~l le· -rs 

of Oklahor1 ~ and bv most of tl e tor_ i o:cial ne;:,·s-

.:cn.eral, t ·,e people cf the In.di::111 1 errito. •:·-·-·1r. · tes "nd Tiecro c 

as \•mll at~ IL(lian.G--f· vored +~,2 ~epa! ate stc.tchood l!:l .. 56 

p .sscd :; ;3tr n~ l"'8sol t~ on declc1ri.1r-; t: e·,isel ves opp se; ··-o 

l•:i· ... d of '3tnte}:ood 1:rL:.tcver. 57 "l'hc · 1:i.''O~;Oo c 0·1sti t 1'tio: ·:, 

.CC,. l. ,.11 

r l. 
'59 Co·· . ') C r•C, c_, Il : oc. 111-3• 

! (..J • J '- 0 •J ~ • , .......,c.., ___ •-------·--

t.:_ 5 
,,, Mu,/:o,eo PhocnL:, fJ LJtc·1 rt..,,, 1)05. 

11, Conv u ,io.1, ' Jll - 3:. 2. 

57 '1 •1 '~Ore • EJ1ooni , Oct,o) r 2 , 1,0:, • 

___ r, 0c.ohor 1~, 1<0~. 
oJ. ·n · 11 



1 

-~ le. .. ovcm er -; , 190:;, · _1c · pp ·o C 

to 9, 73. ' ov. · 1 th • v J 0 1ms a ~ te_ c w1 t Ol 

l. ):?ro ql r:.ust be o~ ..,i ur d in. tl c li _,ht of' t.1 .r c th t 

jori ty pr fore_ ce for sep rfl.t-e st&t. '100 • 5 

t_e oequoyah C e_ti ·1, Ch irre Po t~e- c_n ecrctc:.r ?one-

then prepared and ubJit'·el an el borcte no oriLl to Co~'--'r ss 

calli -G z.o:r the of P r.l-er ·lso 

'\'JrO e o. strongl 1·ro:rded open lotter t0 Se .., .... or .,..lb r"· J. 

e · rid,;e of I .diana ur[;inc separate st• tohood u _dor the 

Sequo ah constit tion. 60 

'. 'i thia a few 1.o. s f ollowin{ tr e election, t '1e Creel~ 

Council brous~ to a close a busy session~ 

was to be tL e d . for the termi at· o: or ..-h tri' al erno nt, 

an attempt Has 1. a.de to close 

were pa□ sed ~ro i~i g for ti prosocu on o ers lS illc :....11_,r 

1 ,,.. 'lt ,~ 
sa c oI tov_ ni o _o s, 1~ o inr.:, t 1e e.:·tcno · o 

restr:· ctions on tho sale and lci..1C!i111 of 1. · llott lan 

"'uthorising Chief Port -r, G · r 
l , 
.i. 

to conf or 1:1ith t.ne f eclo- c:.l rov rn: 1 Jnt r ~t ,o. in · the clos - o 

5059 Con> , 1 s ss $, 2- n •. ....;cD_(_)_. _ __._, 25 • 

59Ibil., l-'-7• 

OH, "kO"'<..:w Pho en·~ , Doc 1 
, 1 05 • 
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to T 1 t in ~OVC!ll) r 

c.t tllc re J.u s · ui. Socr t<-.ry :.it chcocl , th de egat .... 
v 

\ro·_ ~oth to 1omotn 

·'· ri 1 busi l"SG. 62 

On the first d y of tie ift -~i1th Con r ·su, u uill 

providin. 0 for st2.tohoo l for 0e uo r 
- .J 

,r s int.1. oduce 1 i::: t!lo 

House by flr-vhur o ~.Iirphy, then · Ro_ros ntativ'"' from _,i~s ri • 

. 10Hever, Pronido t H.oosevel t' s fifth a.YJ.m,. l messa:.;e, rece · 

the follow-in[; duy, cont 9.in d a si 61c st!l_tehood rec om.men · ti • 

for Oklahon.a c nd I~di, n Territory. \?i thin u f m,; dc::..:;;s, thr 

si glc statehood bills were introduced in the [ous 0 o cpre-

sent' ti ves y Edward 1., :Iamil,-o_ of 1ichi
0

an n l c.. '"'inilar 

:meas ·re v,ras presented i the Senu.te by Al rt - • Jc ~erid.:;e. u3 

It became apparent, thct che Sequoyah proposD.l wc:.s no be 

considered. On Decembsr 23, P r_. r returne 4 to IIus.<:ot:;ee 1:!.l r -

1° leclarcd tnat th pa ·sn[:;e of ':\ sinr;le st c 100d e ,-bl· ng 

64 
.:i.ct uring J G se sion of ConGr· s 1-1 s alr::iost, t.. c-...rt ..... int • 

,.,, ere was not tL.e slic;ht ""°t clu.m.cc t.1at a Rep .blici11. -~clmi i ·-

tr-:-tion uould coi. - nt to the "dmiss · on of ti10 11 stern, prob· 1, 

Democratic stutes ~ hen th ✓- could j st as e .... sily ' c •) l .i ·· · "' 

s one. ollm1i11 · t11G , er · t of the ·.,.,uo -.-.h uo ~en cnt, 1 :i . .>t 1 

61- ·ct 
l • ' 

ricw1, :.ovc1i1b 

62 id. 

rJc,__,obcr ! , 1905 • 
r 2l:-, 1905. 

1.!clcct.c'" ( Cr 

0 • 
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.:. _:>r•) r .J_ of <Ji11glc st t0hood, bnt ho ,ri th<lre1.r frm J ._. y i.- 1:,:::_ 

,, t .... · 6r; 
.:H ... 1)0 .. · 01. ~ e prot:;rrun. ., 

Early in J ~nwry of 1906 Ple· sa.nt Port r roturnc uv 

· shingtor to conti: ue :nc,;oti&tions ·or the closin"' o · tr:i.bb.l 

af a..:rso Ap·_)o;-r·in ___ ?:. b 1:-.for,.., al · 1 'tt 
- _ - - v ~ ,ver conf:r A3sion:::. co., .u.. ce , 

Portor and t 1 
.. e ot,l r Indian delc 0ates succee c L1 e;ettin,;:o 

approv· 1 for th contin.u tio of tl trib,u .:..,over::..1r..cnts as 

re1.__,re:::;e_ tati vo ~.ssociations .?.fter I-larch l1. Lncl extendL t:, tl1e 

:restr'ictions on the Sc.le f'1nd lo - sine of allotij ,n s. 66 T ese 

provisions ;:er-. ir corporatcd into the Five nr• bes J-ct of 

April 26, 1906. Its te11.:1s p need the administration of L -

dian schools and sc .ool 1 ·--nds L the h s 02 the Sec et~~y 

of t e I!-:tcrior o.lld ;.,rovided for ·1e co!ltinu.:..:.ncc of -'che tribal 

c;overru e::1ts vrith th c-cipul~.tion tlr t ..,.11 Lh.eir ftCt s uL .. res -

l 1 tions should be stbj ct to the approval of tho ?resiuent. 

The adoption of D..:."l ar1cndi,10nt to the act offer , by Sen tor 

Porter J. l1cCtunbor of rorth Dakot· Xi e cl· 

of tho entire fu_lbl od al1otraent for twenty-five ec.1..rs ~f• c· 

could be rcr..1ovcd i1ly ';y ct of Gen; ref's~ Fl 1 .. t 1cr, " 1 1 n.~ °' 

and l'ont.als on these ... 1.·rcrc to b - nd r tl r• 

65r raxvell, ",;cquoyr.h Co v · ·1tio1 , ' 3 31. 

(Cr ek 
6611, ,~ .c 0 PLo a.i..;:. Sc JtO 1bcr J, 1905 • u ik 

<l ----• 
0 

_ t;:Lo11) _ i .1cc,-))c1.1ocr~t"· , r'cbr i rJ ; 1, 1 . 

t7 ) •r, p 
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d ;,_let.need e.s n .... onstltutio 1 1 b h 

ho e' to p. ·fit f on tl · r r ov· l o 1 cs ric .:..o w on f .llLlood 

1 ds, the : I ·Ct · Ue1" !;n nd.n nt ,·as e,;: rde u.s a si[1.fictn 

(, 

rictor1 fo t 1 · _,dj_c n:::i. 0 :iopi! g to st n~thcn 1ts influc_ ce, 

spe ial s ..,s-· 01. o the ·ro.tion"'.l Cot...::.cil Chief Poter calle 

to c•c 'lL. e 1 ondor.se-me 1t of th su _;rise o 

nc. :1y observer...:.,, t.1e ,.)Lake members vot·3 ali.,1ost ...:)01 · d..!..y or 

th ' rouse of Ki 1r,;s : :n.d fifty-fi vc to twent-·-o c i!1 th~ :1ous 

of ~.-:arriors,. 69 

'frue ~ Portsr-' 3 re ictio 1 of DecernbGr 23, Consr c" 

did p::: ss the lone fou~ht eno.bli1..., c vJ:1·· L. was to joi1 

O.i.::l:::homa ad InJ. n. ''erritory :.._ u sin._::lc st· ,c, 

r:rnasure beca_'ne le.w wit 1 tho s · sn~tu e of Y.)r s e 

t. e 

Jurw 16, 1906. 70 Thi.:, act provided t 1 ·· - & c IL:.i· l "'-u ,i _ .;;.l 

conv 0 ntion for the IU.:.!Vl SvO.te \T S to u.0 8 L'. '- r\ .. t~1r' Ch 

uas to be ub,1itte ~ · o the :-i-eople of t'ie p o Jo~od. .., te for 

rat· fi cc.tion. .Accor ~in__:ly, an <-1 ct.i.0~1 1. ... s .... ::.le ,.. 1" 

6~bicl., 176-177. Debo, 'nd Still 

90, 9L, 102-103) 11~ 9 141, 14~-149. 

b9-Ibid., 1,./0. -,Tusko, .o 

19C'/. :)orto1....-~o t c Pi~ ·s·C.::.c! L r.,i 

;.1~ ,r.J er of the · ousc of ' · rr ·or'", 
Dcr.ocr,.1t, .··rch b, 1106. 

· Jul -----c• 

' 1 

?O.:a Jler·, , le.. - 92. 
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~:o .mb -:r () 1900/ ' o c 1,...0,.. ... 
. 1 L, 'J ,.:, -

. 7 
nt r -~. 

':'er itory _1 lli!l J '\ .• t. 1 olitj_ '<..l dCti•,;,ity r <; JI'C1, ·racio. S .,, 1· 

m.'.'l e for vl, onsti ttional c:o V'11·ion. ~'he c i,·n 

1.J'i.el ·1 b!"IJ.a.nce of power :.Ln th., convern:;io • 72 ':.'he:r·e u s c..lso 

.::;o -ernor of the nc·w state or ono of r·· rst S ••1•'•r1-••,~ 73 
1 -.vv.1. c, • 

B-..i.t r:1os"t, of -'-he c nserv·-:i.tive · i,•;ithdr -v:; i--1 pc..ssiv·· di~~tppro 2..l 

fro:ci R rnovo1u.Gnt in which they felt the-- ho.d no p.'.i.rt,, and t 1 

expect,e- 1 In· ian s ~ViJOrt did not develono IL ··he Glection, 

white and r:1ixe '- Jlood 11boosters tr - irtunll:/ 1011onolizo · t:1 

e . ·t · r-:> Tv-dj an rl:"lr., ,,,,j i•ors; Acle 'Tti or 74 Fxtf\''()< ,..· 'l,:) 1; :-: lis-
1J. - \.:; __ J..J, • • -- .....,. - - .1 - J ,i \..;.. t..Jl- ...._ '- • ..- '.1,. - '- -- (,..,.; - -

appointrnGnt in tl ,~ :cesrlts cf t 1e clec··-· n, . l2a,,,~:mt ?cr-c, 

that i·::. Cc::.L control is in tho sa .. dle, Ll.nd in th ur t:r 

tl in·.;s tr,e L1d · .:::.n has nei the~: pla c ... or pc...rt o a 75 01 

71+clnromor ,en -.r, .10 c, 1 

2 aesr;., S·~n. Ilcp. D<'.J t:. 1, oJS,, 

·e: o, .11 ,h ~ m., J //. 
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o,·.,b,r· :2, 1900, tte Ok 

"I rill not, bo ;_ 0.2r,1 i kt.., for 
st·· e, nor _o u...y otllor office 11 

1 V).... • • - ' 

---'-' r 1. · w in -l lS\., see y .s or l y. 
poli iC"' i..., too co~'L,l~r a c~i,. ror 

sa. · d ~ a 
"l C'.lfl ~E.,t,·c ·oo olc Ll.d 
-n Ind · · n e. rr 

Po t-::r he s .Jeon hief of ~co 

nw.ny ye rs. I o is 1 an in who, · s cor:1binod .... h- · ntu al 

p.:tiloso9hi ~:",.]_ 1. i:1d o·" ~-.1c In .im1 an' t>1c e ucc. tioa of t! e 

~·1Li te nc.m o .e neec tll:1t tl e rJ. · y of the !n :.an i po..sc-ed. 

~c Wes a powe1 in Indian polit:.cs, but l p~ssed ·h~ ~ w 
,....overriJirnnt over to the new people. 

Generc..1 Porte. has been widely t al~e ~ of cs r 1 1 I7-

d-· on candiclatetr for the nited States· Sen te. .Jut he uilJ. 

- ever beo [is s ·,a 8.nent made 1resteraay i!1 '.ic,.r'- s t.~a L:i. 0 

m::.nd is ride -Pan that he has chosen busin ss c·reer 

rather th n politicc. 

The Gut 1rie conventj_on met on dOVG:r:i 12r 20, 190,...:,, -::.. 1 _ 

its dcliber· tinns co _tinuecl 1...uT·-il July 16; 1907, FLO! ".:.he 

o:rr;an:i.c law for tho n01:r St.ate o: Oklc1.homa '\•.as con :plcted. 

lection to ratif~ tl-1.e ne.:v1 co;'lstitut.. ·.on l"nc. to choos ·:.-,1.e c-t 1, -

:...n~ county offi -ors ·w2s C'alled for :3cptombnr 17, l907. 76 

Thou_,._;h :10t participircinc 3.ctivcly in. -~he pro-"'t~.tELo C J.l-

f'o1"' r·ov,..,r•o---.. 77 Int.he ne!:11+-in, le co·~inuocl to 1iO_ ... : o 
.... - .._,.) r,.;;; 4 .J- • 

rep:.re his 01tm DC ~;] e for the coni s chr ... nr;cr in L r c v v s 

and to sc ,urre ru1 eq_u:i.tablc di r•tr:1.bu-,~on o: 

1:o to :ach:::... 1r;"-on c d continu 

'17 1.Jr:.)r ,ur· to :::.. . ·J ell, J t..· 10, 1907, 

D ff o c . 'l t , i Y J , 19 U7 • 

o-...... es. 

of 

1U""l 0 



1''? 

7
,} 

0 ./' l'"'tJ· c1r·1ril 're>· r.,• 1·_,_. <., 
.) :.< • • 1,..L._ - - J.J IC, VJ • 

no1r· ' 1bOO-"tUI'Ei 1 &S '1101:.,-:i.l•~t •• o,.-,rc·1. b l -- n · 
~ ..... , , ' 1s J.;: : , c.:Uit 1. ~ ___ :..:i.r 

Shocnfel 

of o pos:l.tion t.o -:~he 1',Jn1ove.l of r::>strictior s) t,i c C1·e0.:. o 

ci.l ,lect eel · 1 official ctelceat:i.on to , .. t.t, i l t,,o ', -c,ri :.,_;s of 

the m:m.-.corial comLittee~ Headed by C!li ,f Port.·-:r 1 
ti· s d 

.;o.t:i.011 cOn$isLed cf the President a.i.-id tvro ?11cr:1be:i.·s of t11c ao .o 

of K:i..n,::is mlc: tt.e Spca~er and t\JO ot :r ;'·icmber · o_ tl e l~ou ~e 

r-'-o 
of 1 ''l.rrio:rs o 

0 Att u1pting t.o :~ew Urn proolems of t:_s · eo 1 

ob·· ecti vely, Pln&san"L Port r sm :na1 i 17 e' l is mm CQl' t::r :..: w1 

- 'n..., ··:, t•,l-,-:,n - 1
v O ·t f_• c-r'-' "J.

0 u·e of 'L·l--~ 
- l. Q t.,,...t' .. ,...,. -',.,,I._,, t,,,._') .,,, .., ,;:J -.L.-

anybody else · a t· J:cn for t.lle past sc·.,rc:1 or icht 

have Jeen on all s:i.des of it--a 1d - h ·\r been 
thc;.;.t I vms ri 0ht o:_ly to co, e ·to th conclu io!1 tl 

vFron0 t L.t - h<:lrdly kn01•; ·t-!hc.t to s"'Y• " •• I::., ,·aq 
to me v-.hon it con, 10nccJ. I did n t o·w anyt 1ir · 

· 1 · 1 · c t . n ·- · J. I "'~r • ., ' "' .: c•-c· or•-r c ·" th 
'•.l ot·J.Il'?, an1..1s, c:;,· 1:;)"l 0 .. 1dL, i.:)L.: l.,.1<.;;. 1 • ..1.vv • .L • 

D.llotmcnt s th, t - ·ere · 1· le for '.he p s · forty or fif · ,-c"..r , 

1 ;..,tg_ l:.c 14 • 

b r l , 1,0. 

2 t3 ..,.,, G • , 



h:. l : :."1:tr! • 1Lt t c 1 of ·c.1 c•., ll' v .. A. " · 112c c f - :. , 

,:,r as s cur· i_; tLe Tndi'n a. '1or1c • e hit. a ~ --.., 

f a1 .icr. • • • : c.'.!l ~ ~~ ti s.:'.:'i ell 1 • ; • t. <:: er p__ f' • 

c 1 St'-t · cs '"'rom tl1e ti 10 o :LtG o < ► <11iz ::1. h ... s 

c, .,c -S:l ti,•\ · o ;r•"··' c•· 1 • ·1 d..: ..,.,,, s -~ :.: - e ,~o 
'-• - - · I ... 'J V J ! J \.:., • ' l.!.. u.. l. i • O • • ..,._ .., .._ .., .., 

f. Ld • I h' ve 11c.~d r.1i s-t·. • l· c , 1 ,.. l f · 11d l .., c 
• ._ V -\. , • t..J -- ' ♦ • • U. 

th.:;.1 c- s !:1i ch l li0.1f' trL1::r ue].io-7 .c. ·.:ere for JLc )__,oc1 ~f: r..:r _ ~c€, 
1

• lt "v-'_-1_." 1 ..-,v, l t • · ' ' • - t 
u r .... c p .u.u ,-.,-_1en i:u · .Ln opernt1.un 1'LG p. ovo JY :. , resul '.; 

to huve bce11 (". lx d t1· -: 11''". so ~1r,. ·ou~ -l T ,..,~ ._, n , 1 C C 
.1.L ._ j J. - •"' -\..!. ,.. -· ~.1,.\,.;; ..J.., 

fo. oinL things th·.t I ~dd o ted irhich tt,rn- 01.,. b 

It i~1 t. conpl e::::~ problc .1, cent::. 'r en. ~t, it> :~o•:cti::~., t 

never L· s been tried 1 efore, this tr L 0 '·o d uit ,cc '>le 

up to a oru o ·~oy -rnnent and co 1d:..tions a.2.::..cm to Ll. - tL~ · __ 

ha :tts of thoucht and action ..... 
0 ~ ,. it· ~!: r?.ot :o T1llC~l C:.l C'tte: ~~::.(..!_,,. sf [\7)f~C:.."' :r [...= .:_-!.., 

is of tir~e. • • • You a e the evolution o tl:o sand of ye s, 

ar:c 1'C arr.> t',...c €VC).L~11 ➔-~0•1 OI,;, 1· l0l 1 '~ l <' of ~-'"'~r''"' .....,,, .. 1,,., .. c; 
• .,,,. .._. .1 ,. _ v.. v ~ u ""Q a_ ..._., J ~ t. , , l v_ J _ - •7 • • • • 

1.'e both probably st ·1rted t the s !'..le ti1. o, b1..:t our p t 1s d · -

Ycrged a.:1d t: c :i.:n f:_uenccs to v:hich '-:Je ·were ,_ b~ octer 1 v ~j_ed, 

and ,-rn see the result. \;J.10 can say but t_1 t 1::e uould f'in l ly 

h2.ve reacl:.cd :. sta&.;<~ of ci rili ~at.: on tm.k.r 1Lich , wer 

progressi~g slowly, but none the less surely, wl1icl uoul 
_1nve m.:.it C. ov.r life :.ictte~·· thrm th1 civilization \:!:icb. r:o.s 

oeen so violently a::i ◊-u11enly thrust upon U'"'--~ ci rilizati, 

1:. 1ich in tL.c natter of t.he crr0 · n, 1.-· s;x r,~.t.ion e,f r,rop :r· ~~-

1101.l · :1· ve .. uited t 1.s far 'c"ct,er thc.cn the CUL."'lbrous (U d ·ntri

c.:::tte probl x1s 
amon~;st · o ,_. 

• • • ,, In. concll:nio : I 1.roald s<t -'-l1'""-:.t i:oulc' li :e 

to sec this country become 0 r~·t nd prosp~rous Stat~ ••• 
a.nd see the <lcr? ,-hen all the~e r;t~e[,tions i·r.. ich <:<O J-ey 1.s :1, \', 

would be settled in such a uanner as to s~10P th' t tlLe cs.:_ .P'"' 

_f P ov:Vl.enc~ ar ✓ nlvmys good, thong t tim.e~ inrcrvtcble • 

. bovc all thinG ·, I uould like to li vc to see the cl 1 - '\: 1 

in the creat State tr~c. t uill. inevit,nbl,· b h -1 , J. ·i:rcl. lc:. 

y people m the u _ite m · livin--:; side by side ,. •• 01 

ternrn of 1✓ crfcct L1tell ctw:.l ctnd politic· 1 (.~ l ~ J.i1-y' 

e&cl oin~ his sh~ro tou-_d tho mint~ ce ~l-- ~up~o~~ 

th . . ,.., '"' bu+- T C'On ,_,_ ·, ·1t, ~o .,,..,. , • ,_ ◄· C'l C., r~ .... e 
- 8.T, S"G :i.G~ ,. • • • -~ - ' , t, ,. ..l~ ... v .._ ~ :- ; .'·~ •. ;- . ul - c.. 

th. t the 2.:r1clia.n i ould b loo 1.11 vl1e t '·'.l 0i or n .1..0.~. 

0th r officietl a 1 . 'J .. noffi i::il tV l'! 

repre~entinc such f .llblood croLJS a t1- •our ~th~r 

n l tl rcetoowuh Society, testified tneir ppo"i i "l 

e1 . I nc. , purt 1, 626-0~8. 
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1·c.m ,y 2. of r'<:!Gtr·ict·i ons .. (- 1t '· t:1e sen(;l.torc:- ·we _ o., 

.._1orted to Con::;r ·ss tl c.t t'.2 ·:cGm.bE;r !':!' endnc:.t \r <. 

t.hat if er7li tt e 1 to ste,n it 11ould e ,~ 17frui :.ful so ;_ cc. f 

cl:_shonest tr· w2,c ·iont~. · 

restrict:Lo:.-:.s from 1.f · t.es O,l D.' 1 bt.t t c 

-1cCurnber .-.,_rnen ~'r:.cnt, Porter cal .ed an thET sr,e~irJ_ e-:::si of 

,_ ,c Creel: Cm ncil on JuJ.y 30, 1907, '"o C'S Cl:.· e 2.D. c-.na.orse::ie::-:t 

of the m :-•sur c:, .. 

Plcas~nt Porter. 

tdtl Gar· i cld ' nd 

;ero bein.~ 1 er etrut. · d u. on c.h · 

v--vi. 

J 1 ') 

..i ' 
, 9 
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dtl ns -·d a nc:;cner .... l co.. cnt · o II o" the Cr .... c: 

· tion '-'- Okmul '.> e advis:i · the ii.n'1 i·r1 "· or 1 
~ o'-' (. __ _ err....., o 

• c t t 1c imys of ci vili'.2; tion ru su or 

tL·.t \f[L:., to be • 
G6 o· his re ctr· to ',;a hi1 6t n G... fi -

ponsor· 1 - l ..... 
8LlS D,t.,J.Oi for t,.;C C<. nc ell .tio11 of 1 :C"U 'ul __ t, 

l ascs an 1 con··o-,.· ncos t1-de co1 t.1; ary t,o c::ict~L 1 ~ re 12.t.:.(.;n • v7 

On Aucust ";, 1907, the ros"cr.i.ctio s on 1 ds of th~ mi "ed 

bloods in the Creek '·J 'ltion wero r·c1 oved s ·, ovidod - t1 e 

Creek Acrecnont, but the fullbio ds were still )rot -ct d ' -

t. c :.1cCut1ber Anenclrncnt. 8 · 

Durir_g his term as Principal Chief, P t -r co tinu d 

to serve his Jeople in unofficial as well ns of icial ~~s. 

Generot: s 1,rith his sympathy a11.d help for t 11e d.:.. pos3eose , w 

·-;orked h&... to pcrsuf'lde ·:ls m ny cit· zens as 

their ~llotment s and establish their Oh small f r .. s. u 

anxiov.s t 1at Cr ,ck c lildren in p" rticul r s~ ou.l h:ive due -

tional opportunities e _u· · to tho ... c in · .. , other st· e 

H s sai' to 11ave spo1 sored er on lly sev ral J?ronisi: J-o 1 ,.,. 

, 1 &9 
Indians in Gu.stern csc.1.100 s. I e <...lso bee· 

86 Joo .. 1. Crayc-,011, September 21+, 1937, .. dit...n- .. 'io 1 c 

p pers :J:: V, l;,19-/.i.22. Po tor to Cr ck : ntio.1.. · C t ciJ ..:. 1 

I-Iunko[:~e Phoei ix, Jul, 30, 1907. 

,.7De' o An Still the" tors Hu1, 177. 
'-----

8Sibi ., 115. ~ sko~o ?ho ), 190. 

&9 Jol.n .~oorc, r 23, 19 · 

rsr,, 318. Lon • • St 
I
n. 1

• , i i . 

'\ .. 3 "O[,CC ~___,,,--:- CC, J, 1 )) • 

Jntor >rL., J' b, 1901. 

. l) 
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in wGCUri 1£:: c.ppointments fron th _ n _e ritor 

to t 1 mili tc. ry an na 1 ac d I ien t I est PoL. a. 

An_ olis. 90 A tiv L tl10 civi an soc.:. 1 L · r.... f 

~. uskor·ee, .c ,.,, s for r'l ny years an elder of the; F ".r"'t 

Presbyt 0 ri Church c.ncl ttc led t c Gene 1 As cmbly of the 

Presbyter.:.an Ch rch s delec te f1~0. the Im iar1 1'c ritory. 91 

On October 5, 1906, he h'ld bee 1 elected presi ent of t _e 

newly chart red Indi n C 1ntral Railroad. 'I'1 1·:,:; f"lro ~ - -l ~ .t' '.Jb~ line, 

capitalized o.t fifteen r; illion doll- rs, uas to e_ ten l fro~ 

Ponca C · t , Okl _ oma, to P· ri , ' exas, with . s _rr ·.cross 

to Okla omo. C · ty. Co~s rL ction lans Here un er· 1-:· L 1907. 92 

1hc suit for defwn tion of char cter brouGht by for-

mer Creek attorney Uurphy was t · 11 pe 1d·' nc. On Jepter ber 
' 

1907, Pleas rt ortcr, acconpanied by John R. ,.,ho, c:.s · d ~-1 ....... 

'-Iott, boara.od r train n.t Muskogee for Croc_ er, · issouri, \L1 r 

the tr::.t.l was to be held. Shortly aften·ard, tLc c1· r c 1-

1 ~~ e on t·.~e traine . u.;_JS 
Ho 1.·1 s ta~-e, off t Vini t 

under a doctor I
i:) co.re at the Cobb :o .... cl. E"..· 1 11orn-

inc' a.::ter rccn.ininr consciOLl l oss fer ;_ short ,~. _l\::' l. Li 

of c1. corob:..",U her orrn.~c. 93 

90Holdcnvillc '.:ir:i.es, Deceu er 2C, 1901. 

Por ·,cy·, Jariu .... rj~ 7, 1930, In 'i .1 -Pio 1 Pt~> 

91 . __ 1di n Citizen, 0 tobGr l'/, 1907. 

92 .bid. Au.ska · o T·' r ..,-Drn11oci· t, Uc" o r 1:.,, 1 0 • 

Q1:v1ulrce f.bi.£ftn.ig, iJo 01:1 JOr 1, Claro1 10. _ , __ __. __ 

,..;o·icmbcr 2, l ffi>.' 
93 

!:cc•orvc, "Chi f Pl a,· 0 't r, II 3,3 • 
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The 1 ner~l was held on 0epte ber 5, 1907. B siL ses 

were clo"'od or the 1.fto. noon as tho entire ci.ty of Aus_o.::;ee 

joL1ed in mour:rlin,; thG dead Chief rho hud be3n its forenost 

citizen. '~'ho services were cond cted by t_ e Reverend • Grnnt 

Evruis in the First Presbyteri ·1n Church and were attended by 

a l r30 nul.'!1ber of persono.l and official mourners, includinn-

the snt ·.re 11;n.tional Council, officials o the Uni'Jn .Aeency, 

1 1.ny mixed o.nd full blood friends end associatec, _;.s 1,re_l s 

others who were to hav-:i promine- t, pl' ces i1 the nm·1 state-

futu.r set '1tor Robert L .. Ov.ren, futu:i. c r;overnor Charles ~J'. 

Haskell, nd future concresnwor:ian Alice ,1. Robe tson. j1 • .J.. ter 

the ceremony i a BoleuE HLsoriic proce. sion acconr anie . t 1e 

.funern.l purty t. ·,_ special train which c·~rried there t Porter's 

countr~r h .me D.t VJ er lakq. 9~., 'l'he newspa er D..C O~"..nt of -!•he · n-

t •r:..:e:1-t 0.t ~·.re~1~_ka reflects the deep "e sc of los .-:-el y 

t 1e Cree}:s at t~i.e passint; of ·· 1 ir C1 _i -f. 

\I sn the u ecial tr in roe c_rn its destino.tio~- "clle 

sun ~ad lready sunk very low in the vrest, ::. nd by the tine 

the fi:.ncral procession had beGn forme "'n - v,'> ... s 
0

, ne t m ni cs 

to the pl ce of interment, the sun \'ras set bel i 1d ·he uoun

tains -~f..dc_1 th1~ w vEs't sho.cJ.ovrn over t·.e sile1 t lr'-'mdr 

surrounded tho open c;ravc. A ministe1 ,·m" requ-'s-'"e 

the fin:::il pre.~ er, and ,..,1 aged f 1lbloo, Cr el~ r ·1 h ' st.o~ p 

out of the crmxl already ~1er\:;inr; 1:ith t U,:;,k} c 1·.dows. 

T,: ite men iad until ther i..~-1.n&.i..; · , ·1 11 th ·etdi D of ·he 

ul, but when the time came to say the 1' s ·tmrds o 

chief of the C:t·coks, it 'ras ai old 11"'·1 f v ;_ ~ t 

The prnyor was deli ore 1 in t 1e Cr?cl'. l 1 ~ri .. ar·c, 

cloar-1 r,.nd distinctly Sj_)Oken h. ... lc _n · t so 111· c 1 s - r01;, 

941ri:csorvc ttChie1 1 O.GC.11 ? , " 33/:-. 
Hobortson. 11vore, l}ecor1 b 1.' lL?., 19J3, n !re · :o · • 

Tr1Llcquah Arrow, Sept01nbcr 7, 190 • o, c ni.10 t, 

[iC1Ji,r..mbGr 5, 6, 1907 .. 

-
t 

• 
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mt.c1 pat_.os, ~nd fitted in so pcriectl~,r \·titll the 1-. ins day 
~ • • t 1c.. t ·Hnon he ha . c oLl.se 1, for several mor, nt,.. t 1c crm· d. c: 

s ·ood P rfectly still Vii· lov,~red heads •:,-J. :,list ·nln 6 yes. 9.,, 

nhe life ol Plc· sc1.nt !JortP em' raced the pcrio of 

the A. erican Indi.. ... n 9 s laot s'tan 2,go.inst. encroachrnent. At 

the time of his birth :in lE;/+O powerful tribes s-cill ru.led 

lar~e areas of the 1est unchnllanged 5 ~nd the Creeks were yet 

an i:r dependent p ople, proud of th ir. tra l.~.tions m . of their 

sovereignty. Dy 1907 a.t the time of his <leo.tL -<;._1cy \·rnre u. 

defeated and denendent T)GO le. . - ... 

role as + ...... _-; b:17 _·1 ,,:,ar1er· c~u1,d spo .. t~.~,_c::J :1n., Ty, 0 ,e c.en.c::P hi' C! 1~ 1~e 
VJ. -.1. u •'-"~ - .( •. U -'-• '-- ••-~, • ..., .J. 

may sceri to have been &. succession of fail1 .. :r0s. He roucht on 

the losing side of th Civil \:a.r, 1 e failed ir. :1is rttemp_,s 

to establish an intertribal fe 'eration, h: -ras never a le to 

reconcile the differences di vidirn:~ his OWL tri b !:'.Ind ,.:-· s 

e rent\J,' lly efcL tG" in his attempts to pr se ··ve trib· l in e

pendence, he fii1e· ,o ~ecuro ~~e creEtion of~ Inli-n st te, 

a::1cJ. he Hc-1.S unable effectively to rot.c ..... his ·ieople f. ·01: dis 

Yet to C ;.1_l .. J. 1 1·_i.s career a fuilu 0 1-rol.l be ··o 
possession.. -

discount hi., g .'Oatec•t cor t.rib 1tioi1s e l'Ol'l,c:c -mr:: 

insurmount ble odds. His uas 3. vision of m"'. lilt ,r .... i r ~l 

b -< L 1d re Sl,.)C t ':'LL( of ... 1 ::i:1~ .im. ,ov-
union stronc; en01.t~; - t.o c > 

crnmon'· constitEtionL".l in forP.l c:1..1 i clouocr· ic .· n -r·lc·V.c • 

He •was h · nself a li ,r::i_n[, exr..t...1ple af vrl ut tL Indi ·1n cot' l<l in 

----------------------------
95 bit. Sep e1'cr 6, 10 • 

·-' 
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ti r-> ccornc. .'\. t .::m of st1O1 r; but ve:r l! .men pe:ccono.lity-

..,.en rou,,, int llit.:; nt, n.nd couro.~:cot· s, possesE":· LG '-- ne.t· r 

dib:d.t.., : thou,)1 o:~ tines o rerbc· r:L· c o..nd even qu · ck-tcr. _)el cd 

--he served .tiG be.ch,.ard neo )le ,,.'..tl :i'.' :·G cvotio and tci -

city. I31r so working to prepo.re them for i -·~et;ration into 2-..'1 

t.lien civilization, he .3ucce0do·i in soften.inc the inp&ct. of 

t __ "t; :!.nev· table trans·· tio L• 
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