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.PRESCHOOL RF.ADIN:l: 
A CASE: STUD? 

APPROACH 

Introduction 

Wfeaoher, te:;u:her;11 I can readJ 11 This announcement could have 

been made by any of the eight first grade pupils in Stillwater, 

Oklahoma, who camo to school knowing how, to read in September, 

It is known that some preschoolers do read and this leade to 

the questions., ushould our preschoolers read? 11 and nm,w did they 

loam to re.ad?n. 

Is there a change in the ca.liber of candidates for beginning 

reading? Aro they exposed to more reading in their preschool years 

than the children of yesterday? Signs, billboards, telovlsion_, and 

supermarket labels are some of the (!Oimtless tante,lizers. :r:buld 

some of these exposures stimulate children to read before grade one? 

Is it harmful to the child if he begins reading before grade one? 

Why do some children leam to read vrhil~ others do not learn to read 

before grade one? Do children actu..~lly learn to :read 'by themselves 

or is someone helping them to 1 e:lrn to read before thl!1y come to school? 

()"' / 
~ 1 \ The trend during the recent past has been to delay reading u.ntil 

grade one. Pa.rents were content to let the schools determine 11\hen 

the child was ready to read. This feeling is reflected in the writing 

l 



of Sheldon: 

'J'he resoflrc!J. 1:.lwt, is aw,,il:ibli:) i:md "the wise co:ncl11sions of' 
those who hrwe spent their lives .in tea.cl-fr1:7; young: children 
seem tr) inoica·ho t,h:cit there is littL;; or no ju.sti1':l.cat:'to:n 
for introd.1win3 form2l rending instruction to children under 
"'°'· "(J' ';i<C," ..... "' l CJ~.,. J .,_-~t::!.,,f. V·. 

~ 

Stevens,, and Orem.::. state that "the h(1st t,ime t.o teach yoar child 

to l'(K1d w;tth little or :rm trcrttblc is when he is ftbcn::t two yo-nr~ 

n;~1c;, the teaching of got.s harder 

~ /_.....----:>,.. . 3 
],xpor:urient.s of Hoore, Ynle 1:rri-r;6rsI·t:.y,. reveal starlling; rcs .. dt,s 

/ -

w:Lth :t,t1~ching \the very young to. :read success:l)~lly using an autot,clic 
i / \ // 

ar,pronch 1,hroiigh i:nst:rumentaJ7i t,:i.es of the electr:i.~,t>~P~!.:;j,.te:r<and 

t~whistoscopicl:\ll;r pres~irh~d words. 

:Nie Den-v, '?ublic School :~h ai.ded b;ir a grant .:::~1 _the 

Car~,egie Corpor~t.:l_ m1, h.a~/prodt.ieed :l \elevisi.o.n. C!.O·U~~p/for pa!'(fllt,s 
', ~ ~-/ \ __ / 

including a booklet----enti tlod, Prq:~::tring 'Y'-OLJir__{;hiJ:d for Feadinf_-;. 
•·. -~· ·""-~-------' 

There have &);so hoen ch.c:'lnges in tho role of the Jd.ndergarten 

durin[~ t;ho ll"l:st de~ade.. In m::m1e commurri ties, th,~ kindergar-ten 

progrnm has hecomo formal where five-year-old ckLldrcn were subjected 

1 
- r:·illiaL1 f~·. ;?,t1eldon_,, Jl tlit; v· (;r;f ·:,to11nf:; !3 t;"-1 

]~;~f.1 Journal., LI! (c~ovomlier, 1963), p. 22. 

2 

2Glem1 Domm1, Ueorcc L. fH;evcns a,1d ;.tegi:nald G .. 0ren, w:i:-ou Can 
'.1\:,ach Your Baby Eaad, 1i Ladies Home J(rurn.al, LJfXX (1,;.ay.,, 1963),; p .. l-.!2. 

3,,illiam D. Sheldon, 11Teaching tho Very Youn~ to Rr1ad_,ll '.l'he 
Rcadip.f:5 Teacher, _ XVI (December, 1963), p. 164. 

4n Should Joru-w.:y Be Taught to Read at Three?~i Good !I?us~~ee.12in&, 
,wv (r1ay., 1962), p. l5S. -
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tb the discipline of begi.nning reading instruct.ion .. ~ 

lhll'kin began her studies of preschool readors in Californlc\, in 

1958.. .She t1oted the following: 

Y!her1 t,his roseat-ch bc?:rm, there was litt,le a-ppr.rent, inter,"~t 
at least not, in ".;hls country -- in the ms:d,to:r of rGadixi.g and 
five-yt:9,r-olds.. Certainly no significant res,:,arch has been 
done and ccrtainl;}'".; too, it. wa/3 not D ·topic uz:, for formr.l 
discussion a't c!U;{ o::.' r:1:::etin;:;,s.. 'f".>day (1961), 
however, the atmosphere is different.. E01"l 1 i'or example, there 
is mu.ch conversat,ion about reading and tho kindergarl,crr; there 
is consider,able concern for what. might develop in t,his area .. .. .. 
And, as with ot,her important issues, it, too,. r11eri'b~, a l::ind of 
.;'tttentio:n. th~it is as f\tll of 01.)jocttvity ~nd schoL:::1•:shl:t::i as it 
is empt;}" _of bias and semtimentalit;'f,.6 

Van 'iJio and Lammers 7 insinu,,ted t,hat, 17e delay teaching so long 

,, 

'l'he pressure ·t,o te;:;,,c'.1 cmlJron 'ho road in klndcr15;-~rten 
has come :n:w_tnly from th:r.eo s::nil"Ces: pm:·ents of precocious 
children:,: fr.nm tea(:hcrs in the fir.st fI,Tatle !'lnd so,!le kinder
t}~rtcn t,;anchers, rnd from cor:r:mrct{'l so::1.rccs of mat.orhtls 
nt1dc for use in tho l:d..nderc:;,1:rtcE. -/-v p . "b , 

'i ~'L' - -- - - ' • • c~ In sumn1,n,y, t,bfJre P,rE, fJOth pos:1.1,1. vc r-md nogati vc opinions of 

i1IVElsti.g .. ;:tiort i.·71t.o 

5Bc:r-:nard Dcldon., ttA Study of Seloct,ed Pr;ictioos Reported in the 
Teo.ching of Reading :in ·hhe K.i.ndergart,en and Pri;rcry Grt:,de,9. in tfa,.
York State, 1 (u.npulilishod doctoral disserttd,io":1,, S;yrac·clSfcJ !Jnivorsi tyJ> 
19~5). 

6nolores :tm~kin, "Sone Unnn..,<1V:o:rod All:,'ut FiYe-Ysar-Olds 
ancl l'te;;:ding, ti CJinn~;int% Gox~cept;s .2f l}~adiI~i:,; Inst:rt:,~t:Lon~ IR~, '.(;onf erenee 

, Proceedint;s, J. Allen I:'igurel., ed. ;.:Tew ::~ork: Sdcolsst,ic Hagazines, 
1961), p,. 167. 

!rair to Our 
(itpril, 1962 ):, 



The pn,rpose of Utis imrostie;ation ie to :Jhtfliti a lJOt~}l' undor

st..rmdii1f{ :'.ind ins:tght, into eent;ribut,ocy :ft1ctorn in flt1rly 1~ .. ,mdw.g. 

~tny h~ve th~S() ei;Jht ch:\.1.d:r·.;';;t\ :tn :.;ttllYiH1K;1", Oklak:·t;R1 lcm.,nod to 

rea~J. be!'ora tho nrt,t grn:d!J? Her.:: hn:ve they l•?,,u~neo. tl'J r.e~d? tib~.t 

cli.arActeristics, :tr ney, do tho:;o: ohild1•en have i:n cof1.~n? nope

fully, au intensive stud.~ of mich indi vidt1::il child usL"lg tho C/!\S$ 

study m<:rthod, as woll as a e,:r,.111y~rison of the m.f:ht ch:i..1,~.n. will 

Point to tho e,;)raµlex interplay of <p.lJ'tlH,ies whieh soon t..o e,nter 

into a child's early rom1inrs :.uceeas. 



Tho n:tu:re of 

n nooo of wri tinG which varies in intrinsic vah:.o .from u.n:tounded 

suspicions to intcnstvo cUnical studies and scientif:tc ex1)erimenta-

tion. 0:f' n.11 

preschool reader. 

~A" f' m •. . · :; ·o O 9 • ' t d .t.h l ,,:,, stta,1.i.e.s o. ,Lcrmm:i. m1c1 uean, ::i.nd1ca o . 1.i at at east .1.0:rty-

five per cent of the cl:1ildr0n g-tudied read before the ego of five .. 

children. Termr:m's stud;y indice:t,ert Urn.t t,he preschool rer,der is 

not <', w::w discoverJ. 

Brune:r.-10 h,;is 0:w~keued int01·e,3t in cc:trlicn: 

cestion 11 .. • • 

intellectually honesi, form to an;1t child at any stL1g0 of devclopment .. 1& 

Durkin ::t'eeb that the efficient arid me&ningf\11 wa,.y to 

assess a child ts readir1.ess for lc:u:·r:ing t,o roe.t::, is t,o give him tho 

10,forome s. Br~mer,, Tho Process of Educnt,,ion (Cambridge: Harvard 
UnivnrsHy Press, 1961), p.3.3.. - - · · 



opportunity to learn. She stated~ 

.. • • it is this new world tn cor.iblnc::tiori ·with tht, vdde1' 
o:xperiences ·now available to a preschool child th;rt makes 
obsolete much of the reading readiness research conxr,let.ed 
in past decades. 'Changes in t,ht:.'! child's world inevitably 
chanse child,. ,:.r:ic1, i,htn:-oi'oro, ought t;o _the 
need for change in l:is cci.1001 proi,;1:·mii. 
o:r· yfi·thov.t at 1.e,~st tl p-::n:icCtic .cotiss,)Sf,t\);;rJ.~,:, 
tio:n c:1n. easil;7 becor:H a holdinf'&..;)ack 

6 

isH\lG kcnp:c:: ;1laf·· t,11 ixi visual 
auditor,:r porcep'c.iun the uno of lclt(tr:ri-Ly. q:.wfft.ion 

th.a i.; is always present is, H:[i' ,w 1nnited, O.J,9crlonce 
natu.ri·0y accompl'J.sh in :: .. pninloss ::;'asbicn v.rhnt drill, 

occompa:niBd pain., u.:iredmE,- 1:;nci cxpen130 r,ccan)lishor,111 

I sug(;;a.st r,lso ii'. di:n,clopL10.t10 t:::ok plrce more 
:nPJ:,urally,,. we mi1:;h:t elimirrat,e much of U10 :need for rer~cdial 
int,t:t·uctior: en tJ.10 ~:i110 hmF~i (,:1c:, decro.1:;1e the ,1rn:,~x:r 
en~ot.;ional distl:-;.rba:aces timone; yo1;,;,1t chil-{ITer: on otlmr.12 

t ,c:t child 1s 

there 

RoHdiness is not an all or none proposition. It, :Ls not some 
one t~1e. child has or does not hav~1. 'fhe.x·<B :c1.ro ms:ny 
factors imrol vod: :i.n l'Cttdinr, reRd:Lness - fDctors 

~ affccti11g rca6l:~:es.,s roa.dJ..11f; "bend to lJe c.orrq?:lr?X .3,t1c1 to 
:tntcn.·:1ct, e~ch ot,hcr. D'requrm"'.,ly thesn d,lon:,i are 
110 i:r,to::.''DJ-1J.(.';lcd 111 a ·;:;o·tal p0/G·h~rn th'JJ:, ir, (li.Zfict;J.t, to 
:tsolate and cvaln.e·Le Uic separ::-ito .f;:1C't.ors iri tho order of' 

:lrn,t)o,rttJTI.Ce r8:S <le{~{Jrl-:tit1c~:r~ of' Y',cind.:'.L11t1s~:1· .• l3 

ll·rin "'~ki-• "' r;111' !: J· o.·:_,.·,,r .. , n· ," .. 1-, T TI. n ·2 ?: .J, .. , . .). ' ,.,., ~ - "" .. Jh . ' .t'• .., • 

.,, <,~:, 
/',"' '-· ... 
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filorphett m'l{l \'Jashburne1L studied t,he relation betvsee:n r,>rogress 

in. !Gaming to read and the mental r:q~e of children in t,he first 

grade.. The essential findi:ns.s were tha.t only a. few children whose 

reading. In case of hi.gher meni:,al uc;e measured in months, a larger 

proportion did satisfacto~f wo::rk. "~t a mentnl age of si,c ~nd one-

half' years of age and above., 'tih:ree-fourtr1a or more of the children 

nade S,!!\t,isfactory progress in readinr,.. Only a £err ehildren Tii th 

men'f,al ages btf1;vreen seven and one-half and ni:ne years fai:V.0d to make 

satisfactory proe;;t."ess. 

Although the Borphett-\I:ashburno stttdy htts 'been ei ted .in mar1y 

di t ·t n- . , 15 · t· • .~ .... 1 ,. ,:i~ • q .i- th· .:u rea ng ,ex s, l1<:Lr!'J..S er:i. 1c1zcc ,.,,1e si.:,u...y in 't11la u L .e rcau.i.1~; 

materials used were difficult cc:1:,pared v:rith star.Kb:rds of a hrter 

Helen I!I .. Robinson stated: 

Experience rev(,alo i,hsit, r;ome children ,d th nontal ages below 
six 100.lro progress in roading while othern Vli t,h high(~r filental 
ages do not. I£ t,he cont;cnt is very simple and rel~.tes to 
tho appropriate i.nterest tl.nd experienceo of pupils., thoy may 
learn to read more roc.dil;,r with lm'lor 11ontal ages.. I,'.l; is 
clear t;hnt, factors other than thoso measured by current 
inte~li:;;encg tests mu:st be considered in e1:ralu,ating :rending 
:t"end1ness .1 

v. '.ifor?hett and c. Washburne., n1::he:n Should Ghildre:1 Bcei:n 
to Jread·?ti The Element,ar;y School Journal, XXXI {Mareh., 1931):, PP• 

~ - .-

496-503 .. 

l$Jtlbert J. Harris, Ifovl to Increase Rea(tinf! flbilitz (i'k1,'c' York: 
David llcK-:ly Company., Inc., 1940), p .. 28. 

16nelen M. Robinson., nuhn.t, Research Say~: t.o 't:,he Teacher of 
Reading., u The Headj.:qf(£ ~'each.er, VIII (April, 19.55), !'h 235 .. 
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.A st,udy by Ga'tos17 siiggested t,}nt the nttain.ment of a 

cer-tain .mental on an in1:,olligeneo test is less ir:~uorta.nt 

progress of the child. 

Tho reader research b'J Dnrkinl8 indic{;,,ted ·t,ht1;t so1-1e 

oi' the children initially started res.ding when i:,hoy wero tJhree 

some when they wore four, and others, not until 

character of g;rcmith and have employed the tern 11 organismie agen 

This avarage is derived by combining so-called height age, weight 

In general, it, is held that n. child tlill learn to read without di.t-

11e1lrthur I.. Gates., 11:rhe Hecessary hlental .!lge for BE,ginning 
Re~1ding.,'1 1ihe ElcmmntarJ::: School Joi1rnal, XXXVII (March, 19.37), 
PP• 497-508:- , 

18Durkin, Ohanr~:~nft, Concepts of' Roadinr; Inst,:r'llct,io:n:;, P.• 169 • 
.... . )',,. -· ;: __ ... e.i : ·-~ ••. "it!(_ •. ill _- .. ' - . ·~ 

Orr;~nismic 
191i2), 



~rit/!4ff>bee:.,et'i:~ -wi th_.:~e:tl'f sm ;-,-/SOnw-reffiling-,ir,;i.thor.tUes_ 

inelu.d:mg T1:hker and 1:.·rc'k:1<,rt1.gh. O V 

\~ A study by Alice iHcholson21 in whi.ch 2000 c'tlildron. were involved 

showed factors which contribute t;o success in first gra_de reiading. 

She found that (l) chronological age provided a most, insocuro basis 

for- first grade ad.;r:ission; (2) r.. k:10w:ledge of the names of letters 

provided tho greatest as5'J.r:ance of loarninr; ·to read; nnd CJ) mental 

age d:i.d not assur-e a high learning rate in beginning reading. 

llthoug,'h c..hildren with very high :monta.l ages hmd better lettsr 

I-mowledge., it, was app-arontly tho le-tter knowledge rather than the 

mental Age which produ-oed hicyi. learrdng rate. 

Bond and t~agne~)specified th~ sensory capacities of vision 

and hearing and the physical factors, speech and health, as being 

especially im~JOrtant to the begirmine reader. The child who is !; 

easily fntigued does not have the energy necessariJ for continued 

a:pplieati,>.n to a task. His attention wanders, and his "drives0 

toward his goal are not so forceful nor so sustained. 

1;:fith regard to vis1.ml ma.tu.l"ity, Sheldon expressed concern with 

the development of the vision necessary £or early reading: 

On the quention of the hygiene of vision alone, to say nothing 
of tho effect of syr:ibo-lic confusio11, I wo 12.ld "t.•td;,e f'or a dela.y-

21.Alice W:i.cholm:m, 0 Daokground Abilities Rt1lated to Reading 
Success in First G.rucle,11 Journal:?! Edu.ca·l;,ion, CXL (February, 
1958), PP• 7 - 2h • 

. ' 2201:iy 1,. 73ond and Rva Ikmd 1':a.cncr,- Teach,in~ the Child 1:2. R~nd, 
(3rd ed .. ., 'Hew York! Tho Macmillan Gompt"lny, 19 OJ,pp .. §rJ & 10 • 



in i:r1iti~l readine; instruction in the tlme spent in early 
::rec1d:Ln:i mi 'l',he part of even siX-yo~r-old chiL::lr;:m.2.3 

lO 

defects, poorer cncrJination, and 

reader ' · -.......,,_i·· · t · , , d )9 n;;i;ve./'Jnr ,01: st2t;e : p, 

lho lc;:rne:r needs kit1esthet,ic coorclirnrb:Lcm, especially the 
nbili ty- to a:rticulrrt.e ~ye, ear, hand and voice roactitH:l.S. 

needs be 0 hln to ~.10-vto hi.s eyc~s from le ft, to right 
along a line of t:~piJo and to sweep them 1Jc:"lck t.-0 the bogin.r...:Lng 
of the, .no:t:t l::i.ne. · ;1 

23sheldon, v!EA Journnl, L!l, p. 22. 

24v • · . · . li u .. •i h · 1~a,:,11ar1..ne ti. uansom, ' i .. 

Jo'lll"n;(l -O_f"· }~dtlCtJ:.tion,, x,T! (JnUUt:.J.:"'.~T, 
__....._____ __.., ~-..-~--~~ 

'".16 "' J.!Ja:rea:r·et, l'i)u,:L,,,(, Orear, nsocial l1,faturi't;r nnd First--{}rade 
c0ch.ieverr1ontjn California Journal of EducationD.l P,.esearc:i., II 
(M~trch, 1951), pp' .. 81~-0U. - -

27E:LJJett A. 11etts, Problems at, the Interr,1ediaiJe Grade 
Level,, 15 'l'hc I!lcmentury School !!,o";!nal, XL (June, 1940),, PP• 737-7h6 .. 
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ditferene in the social-adjust :1ent eor by the thirty pupils 

who · cored high<* t and the thirty who soorad lowest in .re ,r n& 

m unexpect .d finding in the ' rki n ~tudy as tho hoterogenei ty 

of tho grouo -- witb too exception of personality cruu·~et.orist.ie • 

Raeially.,. th nd Or:1:e:nt · • 
Economically, the childt"On co ~ sooi,al-el., leV'el"" ~'ll 

ing from lower-low~r to upp -d.udle. t., in p- rsonality, 
they w re commonly described oy parents., d te:r by teachers:, 

persis t, rf ctio, · sti.o, nd eompeti ti ve ehildr n .. ,. .~ 
I would, therefore., like to SUW£eet, anotbi · ~ "the · to 
be e:;,:.rum. d, ~J: ·c, ea.rt in ...,e "B ality c etoristic.. re 
inm~uant assots in the procsss of hocomine reader, and, 
conseq· :mtly,. i:,hoy s.m·tld · ven • ttention in ;my assess-
ment or a child' re dines for readin • 28 

University o£ 

Sweden called for thorough ease studi rot' gaining more knowledge 

a ·ut different kinds of peTson lity nd .. 1::otion l pet~ which 

my be assum.ad tc have 

a:dly, lav.tgburst, llrcher,. s· ter A 

tor ng30 have beeome increas~)J a-nm <>f th int rrelatianship 

l'ffiieh p a:?'$ to ext t bo . ~ readin~ suooen"' and p "'ont-u.i ty fMtors. 

30Jorr;r C. o;:shi:in., ,•p .::Tonr- i +4 t.tol" '3 re .. Bueces tul 
Reade .,u Elp,1¥,ell\ .t:;,I En@aht ImX (;· ~::di, 1962), PP• 229-2)0. 
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.A case 

success did not appG,ar to be the res1,1.lt of 

success in 

common 8Jno.ng successfn.1 :readers. 

singl.e personality pa t,tern emerged as being corr,mon. to poor rea.ders 

who scored i::rl;, or bel,::;vv the t.ent,h percentiles on the C31iforn1n Test 
----' ....... .,.,,""'~-~-~ 

who scored at or above the .fiftieth 

peroent:Lle. 

A study by Abr::Hl1S3h indicrd:,t)d that a.chievi.ng readers experienced 

abilit.:r to exp:roas their instim!tual drives than non-re@ders had., 

'the nore (;d'.ficient <'lpplica-

tion of a't,tention to a given probleDh His s·l'..ud;r nlso demonstrated 

229-230 .. 

3l\,1ax Siegel, ll1'he Personali1,y Struc·ture of Gl1ildren 1dt,h fU:Jading 
DiMbilitios els Compared. with Chlld:ren Presenting ot.hc;x" Clinical 
Problems, u (unpubli,shed d:,ctorftl dissertation, -· York TJniversity, 
1951). 

33J. A. n.. Hilsor.1, ijj ~c'.'!iovem0nt., In:t,el lir;ence, .Af,r;, e'."Y.td Promotion 
Gta1·<'H:rLe1\ifrtic.s o.f Studentc Seering at o::t' ;,.,t':lovr Ton!:;h Percentile on the 
Califor:nfa. Terri:, of' Pcrson,~lity,i! J)'J:r:nal 0£ T'dncntional Rese~reh, 

.t-· ' l, . " ~ ---~ .. --~ __ ""'""1 ___ ... ~ 

!J:I (Fpr:il, 1959) 11 pp .. 2J.3 - 292 .. 

.3hJules G •. Abrams, ttj\ S'tud;y of Cer;tain Personality Gha,rac'toristics 
. of Non-Readers and Aichieving 1:tea.ders, 0 (unpublished d.oc:boral disserta
\, tion, 'l'emple Univ:Gn·sit:f, 19;5). · 
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that good :re a.de rs have a grna t,sr <:°"\bilit,y for arfapt,ive emotional 

e1._1),I'ession and a.ffoctive control. 'l'hey cave evidence of a lack 

inpulsi veness,, insecDJ:'i ty, and irrj_ to.."bilit,;y thoir Clltpacity 

t·ot~J- tcs situation. 

Bow.so studied 20Li seventh grade pnpils and concluded: 

Less !:.hat one-f oart.h o:C the good readers sh01:ed ~1r,.7 malad
just-ment symptoms, and only one c::ise, that of' a boy, appeared 
to be serious.. On the other hand, approxi.mcJ:tely half of the 
poor readers showed such s;,'Tilp~.c,:ms, Tiit,h r~1-Ki ca.set~ fa:r moro 
maladj.u~rl;ed ·t:han any of the good reciderf; and six of these 
nine ext:renely so ••• 1\hile insem_:crity /'.;t home one 
of 'the chief sources of the reading diffi°'1lt,y5 the reading 
dif'.fict1lty i:n turn roay result, in t.he ft'.;;eli.ng ,,.f insecurity 
at school. . 'l'h~:e d?.°~ appe~r to he a def~ni ~e rela tio~ship 
emong rerJdrng ri1.rmb1.L't t;;:r ,tn<:t m0ladau,Jt.m,.mt,.3,, 

hypnnthorapy., 

Rohins'.)n .found Tc:1.alr..djustment in homes or pQor inter-.f.mnily 

':cm,~oal ::tignii'icence is 110t only that organic ant.."t emotional 
pt'oblems of the child influence his le·Pr.ning to reBd hut also 

.35r_·-· o;,•i ,~re, f'C8+•1')T'f¥S"\f' J.J \:A.-,b't-~\;,'..,. s'-''·'-s;::_:, V''>.J·~J \,,...I,· Bo,J,ise, 1'Bmotional r,mi Personal.i. t,Jr Problems of 
a. of T{et,?:r.'ded 
1955)., PP• 5b7-5lt8. 

n ~L;;1,w1TttJ:rJ ~11'.:,:1.!_qh" }DC{II (Dec0111'ber, 

36ifal1nck McCord, uimi-:,:r'ovine; 
~nd II:ronotih·e:r-~p~r, r;,- ~-~Jl~!r~J~ o~ 

(JJTinter, 1961.t.), · pp.. lh2.:..143. --· 

Ability 

37Glerl!i XI. Chronister, t:PZ:1rsnnal;i.-ty and readi11g Achi1;fVB'.1.ent, n 
'l'he E;ementary School Journal, LX.1:V (Febru,<iry, 196h.), pp .. 255-259. 



the problems apparently remote from the school exert con
siderable influence. They emphasfa;e the importance of the 
home and or the social environment on t,he total ~djustment 
of the child. They imply that a st.able,. wholesome home 
environment exerts a dgfin:i te ini'lu.enee on the school 
program of the ehild.3° 

McKinley39 found that a noth.er's sensiti'Vity to her child''s 

feelings, or her ability to feel as he docs,, was related to his 

success in reading. 

t!iissildino 1 s40 evidence supports the hypothesis: that parent-

eh.ild rela:tionships affect reading behavior... Poor readers came " 

from homes in which parents were unreaso:t1.ably perf'eetionistic. 

Hilliard and Troxe:11 hl aonelv.ded that a rich background stro,ngly 

equips the child to attack the printed page. A great difficulty 

encountered in learning to relld is 1-~ck 0£ underste.nding of words 

and ideas. Meanings grow through experiences e.nd contacts. 

The role of the parent as related to early reading is specified J 
in the Durkin studies': 

J.~ll the parents of the early readers and twenty-~ro paronts 
of non,..oarly :readers reported that they read to their children 
before they started school.. There was still another kind 0£ 
difference, however; the roa<ling done for the early readers 
was mo,re often o.f a kind tl1a t could help a child loom to 
reac:.. For instance, parent,s oi' early readers tended 1/',;>:re 

often to discuss , pictures and to point out particular words 

.38nobinson, pp,. 222-22.3. 

J?..0ou3las P .. !.iclt:inley,. 11 .A Stud;r 0£ {Jol'"tain Relati.onships of 
!Ja.ternal Person.all ty and :Child-Rearing A ttit:udes to Child.re;:.. ts 
Readini& Performances, 11 Dissertatio:t~ Abstracts:, XIX {Ann Arbor;. 
University IJic:rofi lms, 1959), I'-' 3216.. · 

4~: .. H. Missildine, trT.he Emotionr,l Background of Tbirty ·muldren 
with Reading Disabilities with Emphasit1 on Its Coercive 11,'leraents," 
nervous Child., V (July, l9!J6), PP• 26.3-272. , 

4laeor{';e Hilliard and Eleanor Troxell., ~'Infor~tional Background 
Aa a Factor in Readin.g Readiness and Reading Progress., 1' The Elementary 
School Jo~l, xxmn (December,. 1937), pp .. 2,5-26.3. ' 



as 1.hey rend~ According to these parents., their bohav:lor 
was a reflpcmse to questions {~he children <"sked1 

cent,eri11~ G.t. different. ti'.l.mes, on the ident,ification 0£ 
~-,:-,~ds, on word rooilnr::s, a:nd on the spelline; and the 
printing of w·ords. 2 

15 

. . l,., 
In the first study by DL1.rk:i..n;+.:> elc'len of the fori.y-mne children 

instance., ar1 older daughter 

to repoat, first grade. When ,eech of the fa ther1 s other three children 

reached the age of five., he ste.rll'.:Jd to teach them reading in order to 

avoid :future problems in school. 

• '1.-, .t, • • • ~ I • Tl • • 1i4 t· O' th .i • t'· t .!tno·r,u.f)!' J.J.:tKi.inc; o:r '(,1.1e vnria.r:c s ,uaics wgs . fH', li'Jl. 11tont excep ion 

were small blackboards, chalk, orclyons, and always an aliundant s.upp.ly 

memories. 

In Durldn 1 s first study, h5 e~1ch of tho forty-n:L.'1.<G f a:milies had 

sibling, especially ~. eistQr ,2·bout two yerirs older than tho ea:rly 

re~der and one wh.o lik~d to play school, roi;ppenrod to hav,c:; somethinc; 

to do v.rt ,~~.,. ... ,., t:Jbility. Early readers in t:fi.o second study 

conducted Durki.1i+6 camG i'rom srW3.ller families of two or fewer 

42Dolorcs 1)011•:k:in, 11 C1ild:re11 ':/ho Eectd Bo.fore Grc:1de 1: A Second 
Study, ta The ;"E;lerr1on-l:;ar1 School Journal,. :WV (Dece11lH:1r., 196.3), p .. 147 .. 

l13no101·es Durr.in~ tr(hildr-en i.Jho Learned to Read at lfome, 1t 1'he 
~ -Ele;inen:t.ary School Journal, LXII (Octob0r, 1961), pp .. 14-18. 

-,:; I.IL - ~.--~ ----

44Dolores :01):rkin.1 "A St<t1dJ of Ch:Lld:::'en 1..iear·:ned to Read Prior 
t.o li'i:rst Gra.de, 11 Cali.fornia Jo1.1r2ui.l of Ed1,1cc,tio:n.!1l Ilesea..rch, X 
(!,by, 1959), PP• 109-ll.3. - . . ..... .. 

li!;, t-:... tn' ~,n m n·t ....... ,~ Cc'~ ol J ., ... ,..,. l T_VII~. "'_.·. n,. l.h-lf'.·, .... ' .. .:.:u:i:".l'I..Wi; ~ "-'~~O. e c,-,.J ,.) J,O · O~~, ..1.t11. ,. "'t' ., J 

46nurkin, ~ ElomQ11tarz .School Journal., LXIV, p .. lh7 .. 
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children. influence of sibl:i.:nr~s promoting early reading 11as 

study conducted in CaliforniH. In the Galif.orn:La stucy sho noted that 

in no irJSta:nce did the .forty-:n.ino early readers lEmrn to read b;; 

therrme1ves. ti7 No concise statement could be f.ound roga.rding the f1en 

York study. 

Parental attitudes rcgard:Ln3: their ehild1s having learned to 

read differed as :follot1s in the Durkin study; 

Intervie1i>.rs in t.h parents in the lO'lrTel' socioeeoncmtlc cl.asses 
consist,en:tly revealed a ready and even an enbhusia:stic 
acceptance of preschool readin,:; cl.hilit'y. In contrast,~ parents 
in the hi.gher socioe.eonr)mic clnsses showed concern a.nd even 
guilt feeli~gs at§ut their children•s ability t,o road before 
entering scnool. i 

In tho second study br Du:rki.n49 it was shor,rn that, parer:i.ts of 

early readers !alt they could gi. ve their preschool children help 

with reading 1il'i.th the provision that the children were interested 

and t,lli'rh help would no1:. cont,ribtit~) to problems for the o'hildre:i in 

person and that peren:tal help mir;;ht servo to confuse t.ho child when 

he e:n:l.ored 1grade one. There was also some i'oeling that. early help 

with readi:ng might tend to lessen tho child1 s interest in learning 

to !'(~ad in school.. :\ccorcLing to reports from the pa.rents, these 

feelings were fostered by t,he teachers of older children. in the 

h7Dtrrkin, ~ Elementa.ry School Journal, LXII., pp. 14-18. 

4FL •. d ·. l". ~Im ., P• o. 

49nurk:in, The 11:lem.entar~r School Journal., LXIV, p. 148. 



11 

Sc::'.!\1e scoron.. ?01," t,hc cnrT;f rel:ldern t,!1£;, Y•ihL~n::-.~ncte!'so11 :;..cores 
• .. r -..- ,_ ~.n Jff1 t<::at··. 

only t-·1o~e <:hi:l{°kre11 who had been gt v:..,r1 the ~ned J}tantord-i!in-et 
. • I J! , .. 1 

~ i,b-2 existence:- or :Ln:::iori;r::nt intelloetu'"1 £actors ffl:" nbilitio.s not 

iriel·•.1ded i111 IQ ~.$$ts.,5i:) 

~h.tt*kin, Tho FJ.em,(l:nt~1::~, School Jo_ nrn_. a_ 1,- 11.l;V, :P.. • 1L.3 ... 
-~iMIIIII .. ll'lt.ll .. ! 'ir"'f.(-1!111.lli ------..;;.;;.,. 



••• t11(;.rn it:, r1til.l ~ ·clctrt?tl: 01."" i.!1.f1J"r1.1--· 1::\-i::)ry ~bt)1~.t t!:-01.: a. 
child' .s desire i,I) 1>ecc:;;u a rea(\(lt" i& :ii'iec-ted :"'Y (1J his 
poroepti:::;n of what rea.di!'~,:: is, antl (2 j hi:;; ~T.ce::-t±.011 or 
ho., h;;) bi1nr}olf will beei:,1110 n rer1d,pr; .. .. • .. • it $cu·ms 
l,,=1 :;icr>.l t,1 ar-;s;1t1(1 n. dhild1 s p.:a"Ce11tl,:x,I of 't; )r .,}h>C.GSSt~s 

o.f' ~aiiti.:::g ;;iud of let"cl'tl.itlrJ e;,)t2.d, on tho c:ne h:;tnt:':, l,t1ild 
:r,v~·-.-!· ••'i 'ts.;·1,..,.,,:t~c•. ~,,,,S, ')'"' -;;.ht, "'t"'P..,., ·.h:''aX•d ... .. '.•""'·.;· •. ,f..P."l_ \,:_·".-~.({,,_.:\_ .... ·~.~-· •\c. . .:, . .-c."'*la'.;t,,J.·,.Jt:\"4,., 1.1: ~,.;""".lio.lo·''f ":'..':,"-'..~ .. .., U,1 .J"•·~ftaf'\ .. V _ ... i;.,;,,,...i~ - --.,;;--..-,, .. 4.'-. .J.. --~'Is -..- _,,, 

h.ia .WHl S::.JC'et$$ 1'1i i;h it • .;,: 

18 

(rron tltc re-se:n:·ch cif..etlt it i:s t)Vident thr.t le:1r.::i:tkg i.;,ti ro11d 

is ti co11rple:!: ~ct, eeir,,)oacd 0£ mm-1,:;r interrel.atod 1\-1ct~.rs ~nd differs 



for 

learning is baing :ce-ev;!llu:1ted in t,hn light of p;ivmg chiJ.dren 

the opport11nity +,o lcr:i:rn rat,hcr tlllln 

processi), 

concerning the reltrtionship of inbolligence., ns measured by 

role of' porso:nali ty as 

19 

a contributing factor to a,arly r0adi.r;g; the irnport.s.nce of the home 

in fosterin::,; lE,tc:rn:tn~; attitudes anti in ~)rovidirq~ learning opportunities; 

and the ehild1 s perception of nlwt i·t :moa;;is to '11read .. 11 

'l'he writer considorod t,he dovolopmo:;:,tal history of e.-:ich of the 

eight ec1rly ret.idc~rs in t,h:i.s stu~y b0crn1se 0£ its sie.;niJicance to 

e.r:,rly retading. :'Jental ma:hurit,y, physicc,l and r::iotor development;, 

home were studied. ~ihile intelligence is sor,e t:l.mes considered 

fixed by i11heri ~Ga.nee, the function of nn ettr:Lched env.i.:roD..ment, 

throt12:h p1~(1school expe:riencH in tho accclers:0ion of rc,r,dtng was 

assumed to bG a contributory factor to ern;,l;l rec.tii"ng. 



OHJ, P'f iaJ:1 III 

DESIGM 

ing. N'u.rsery and kindergarten teachers :':'.i.!'O c,:-ncerned about the 

im1)os:l tion of highly forma1iZE;d and rig::i.d procedti.:res trt the early 

levels. · The Association for Childhood I?dncation: Int,e:rn3tiona1_.54 

t,he major pro.fess:i.cm;;i.l organizati.on of c0,rly childhood education, 

Z el t it necessary to ,Publish a book entitled., Readin,p; in the -----·- ----~ 
]indersarten??, in wi1ich the position is t,aken that formal 

b;11 many o:r::perts is based Ui::JOn principloB involving various fact,ors 

of roa.diness such es physical maturity, mental mrcttu:ri ty, perceptual 

matu.r·ity, sensory ~ctti ty, l:Lnguistic niaturity, social and emotional 

ndjustrnent and bacY,.ground of' experiences. 

l\lthottgh 'the specific terr:1 Hroadincss 11 is relatively new in 

education, t,he concept, goes back m;m:y h1.md.:red yearG. P0stalozzi"55 

insisted t.h,9:b the inst.ruction of man is only the art of' helping 

N2ture to deVE}lop in her mm way. He felt that; forcing the child 

to learn before his powers aro ready to develop is injurious• 

- .• ill,"lj t:t,: 

54naac.in,s:; in i;ho Kindcr&_a:ten?,?,. Editor: Margaret Rasmussen, 
l+ssociat,i,)n for- GhiJ.dhood Education Internationa.l, 1962, Was:1:i.ngton, 
II.Co 

55I?rederick Eby, The Development of i;fo,~nrn Education, Second 
1,x1.ition (Et1gleiviood Glills, Ne'w Jers'eyTPrcnt:ice-Ifoll., Inc., 1952), 
pp,. 4hh-447. 20 



John JJewey in 1898 said: 

l"oreing children at n premature ago fo devote their entire 
attention to t,hese refined and cramped ~djustm.ents hAs 
left behind i~ ~ sad recor~ of i~urod6nerv,us S'JStems nm 
ot muscular disorder and diatort:tons.5 

Gertrude Hildreth57 stated that pushing reruUng skills far 

ahe:t:i.d of writing skills meant; t.b.e two cannot be learn.ad together 

21 

and nut'1ml:cy- reinforce ea-ch other to tho fullest m~te:nt$ ton-sequently,,, 

writing, in e:ontrast to reading, will seem to bo a tedious, difficult 

task. 

Conversely, Jack Kough st,.ated; 

The best m11ds of toooy and the future have such a 0reat 
w1ount to learn that, they must develop read:tng, their 
basio learning skill, a:t just as early an age as possible. 
Society can no longer afford the l'!OO.lr,7 of ,;raith1g t,0- teaeh 
reading to brirmt children until the average child is 
ready to read,.5b 

Both parents and educators ~re concerned with the trend toward 

adopting and adapting conventional read:tng ·t.ea.ching techniques to 

younger children. Rese~rch is badly needed which will g:t va us new 

vistas on the questions of learning to read at an early age as it 

is :related to future growth and development as well as more i..'flsight 

into the .fac.tors t,hat iJ:i..fluenced cerly reading. 

56gv..eyolo!;(\ia 2!._ Educ,atiqnal ~esearch, Chester v.r .. Harris;, ed., 
(3rd ed., 1'few ork: r~a-cmillan Company, 1960),- p. 1081. 

51 Gertrude Hildret.h, \l'lEarly T7riting as an Aic.le· to Iieading, n 
EJ,ementan Er1tQ. is,p., xt (January 1 196.3)., PP• 15-20. 

S'B Jack K'ough1 "Admirdstrati ve Provisions for the Gifted Reader 
of 1980, t: Ghantp.fi ~o:nce;ets g! Readin& Instruction,- IRll Conference 
Proceedings; J. A · sn 1i1igurel., ed. Oiew !ork:. Scholastic 1\1iac;azinas, 
1961), P•· 117. 



22 

Specii'ic Stnt.emont of the Problen:t 

eight children in t,h.c first. 

Stillwnter, Oklnhor::.a TJho ,Ye!\., reading be:f:ore their 

ent.ra:o.oo to grade one is n belief' in ,Jeihc possihili ty of building 

generalizations from an extended c.:rnsiderat:l.on of i..nd.:i.viduals i:n 

all trmir wholeness., uniqueness, ;1nd orga,nization. Va.riablos v,iere 

studied in the nature of the child as well as in t,he physical., social, 

or psychological mtrttwe 1Jrovided by tho onv.lronment as it relates 

to early readi:n.g. 

In an exploratory study utilizing the ease-study approach, 

·bhe quantitative analysis alonG would be limiting and narrow. 

Processes of change and growth within the individual child are 

too complex for adequnte 111.t,erpretatfrm with aYailable statistical 

procedures... 'Gl.i:nical judgments of the dynamics of grow·th and ·the 

s;ynthesis ·Of nonquanti·tat.ive information from observr:rt.ions and cas~ 

st,udies yield inform::ttion not revealed in a statistical ttpproach. 

!fo.ny invostigators have m:::,de sta.tistical and technical studies 

of va.rj,ous aspects of readl.r1g. It was the intention of this writer 

to look at each of the eight, children as an individu.al in the light 

of physical., emotional, social, mental, rind. env:ironmental factors. 

Do.fini tion o.f Tems 

1c1reschoo1 /\~c; 1\ny age below ti ve yonrs-te:n months, ch1~nological 
age • 

J'i:A,rly R.::iading: 
IJII<- _bl . . . - · 

.Ghild1'en reading independe11't,l:T before entrance t;o 
grA.de one .ris IT!BtlSl1:>:'Gd 1)Y the {1--Jtes P:ri1Yia:r.~r He,:i,d.in[i 
Test.s. 
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nervous system, the child ts visual ant autlitory ,d:,rueturcs, e:y-1<) and 

v;1h1c s, goals., and standards ctll may ;'JOl"VO as contributing factors. 

Solltiz states: 

Social scje11tists who work with th:is 2.pproach (case t"laterial) 
have fr12:quent.ly f ou.nd that the study of a few instances 1Jey 
produce a w,)alth of new ig<:>ights, vrhereas a host of others 
will yield f ow mm ideas.. O 

Hillway prosent,s t,he View that: 

• .. • new and wore objocti ve techniques will 11~, developed as 
time goe.s on;, :menxn111hiln, tho { cas_e-stndy) motl!od has proved 
so productiYe that it,s wcD-knesses need not prev::_mt its use if 
the investigator exercises due discretion. fls a. matter of 
fact, it has in :recent yea.rs been more and. more ·widely ernployed 
in certain fields, such ~::s education, and with m"lrked success ... 
1'ho rcilrttionship of isolated factors oftrm c~x1 he seen more 
clearly thro,igh intensive case study than through more 
quantitative a:na.lysis • • • • 'J:he case st11dy, esr,e cially when 
used in conjunet:Lon Tri th a quant,i ta ti ve survey., often draws 
attention to inform,i:t;:l.on that cannot tG obtained successfully 
in any othm:' way a.nd thus can be justified scient:i..fically,.61 

Brueckner and Bon.d62 emphasize t,h0 in11:iorto.nce of a. CBrefu.l 

.schiGvon1cnt of 'the individnal. 'i'hey recommend 1",he case st;udy as a 

means of correlating significant infornJBtiion and a.s a for· study-

ing t,he individual chil<l ttmore syst.cm!ltically and mothodicall:1r ~md to 

a deeper 1cvt;l of' specificity"' than can be done with ordinary met;hods .• 

601)ellti2>, Ola.ire, Mario Jahoda, u'iorton Deutsc\, and St1r.'mrd 
1.1. Cook, Research Ziethods in Social p.c1:-tions, (l~e,i 1'.ork: Holt-
Dryde11, 1°9bOj, p. bl. ··• -

61.rr. Hill<'m.y, Introduction .!:.?_ Research, (Flo,:ton: rfought.011 
Mifflin, 1956), p. 2 and 222. 

62Leo J.. Brueckner anJ1 Gu.y L. Boncl... The Dia~osis and Treatment 
of Loarnine: Difficulties., (l'Ietv- York: Appleton"-Ler:.ttw,r-Grofts., Inc.$ 
1955), PP• 61-63. . . ,, 
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Purhnp~i tho 1;1ont irar,ortnnt noint t7hit~h h;is ooen er-iphfltd.zed 
:repn!;\hedly by re3:·iing specialist,~ wl.10 h3-v& discussed diagnosis 
is ~h2 t the readjng; diff icnl ties of a papil nh.~~:ld. not be 
c:insiderHd in isolation, but the Yrholu h,!-1ckgrotmd, history~ 
tlnd p,-::::~)tl<"lli!;t of the indiVidur:11 shonld. bo thor,:ai:~:hly 
invest1e.ated. ,, 

l1!n;:y pc1;-s:1ns seeH to :reol th!:ti atatistiool procedures h/:).ve 
been ndvanced in the l~ st haJ.:r-centut"'J to .a. }loint whoro they 
tu•t1 about eq:ual to an:1 der.l"!nii t.hr:,i, eon1d be made u.;;)on th.om 
b.; riorkarn in our firild. 1This iS rngrt:,tt..abl,y untrue ...... liv!aey 
.st,a:tistic,'11 :i,roeednrcr-: ~fork well only ,·,rhcm tht" dAta fall into 
oo:rt~.i;n ntrnitJnc.ketn,. Often when it if1 S1aid Ui.."lt the data 
~re not, good enough to inako 11 V."'llid str.iti'.:,tical an~l::~s:ts, 
~ norc $l?,ni:fic.ant stnterr,o:n t ,ro,~ld be that, statistic.al methods 
nm, ,r.milable arr u.neq ,al to thia i.:mk of rov1laling :t~cts that 
a.:?o 1>l'Ob~h\it tJun.•c. :rt is !or this l"onson, in p~rt, th:r!.·; many· 
~blo investig.ator:-l resort to the use of' ttclin.iet1r' mid other 
1nothods o:t. ge&lirnlizati.c,n w~n t?"yj.Lg to deteet. complex 
rel-,qtionsh1.,p. · 

ii I I ;a· .... 11• .• _ ... Ii$ 

63 Arthur E. 5'raxlc::r t!!fl.d f l,~1.~ Town.'3eti.d1 Annthr:r ~ Yoor•) '!!£ 
Research in fter,H.~WS (fan, York; r_:d-"{:· ~, \.onn:L Records Bm"'ar:m, October, 
l9lil>5:, µ0761-~2. 

64/irthu:r I .. Oates, n~fi:w Future H.,:i;::s:·:-,,ch in ne~ding, n T'.dncat,ion 
(li:!y., 1962) t P• ::_;>0• 
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·to these nine children. One pupil was elirrd.11.ated from the sd,ud;;r 

test .. 

l. In·tellis:ence tests: ~~~--- -~----a. P. r:.1no:tT .inntal J'J::,:i1itic.J;e '1'Gf-;i; (rr,r·om:, intelligence ___ _,....... -·- - . _.....,__, __ ~ ' ,_ -
test ~dmin:tste:red by the classroom teacher) 

b,. Tfochslor Jn~:.e11i:;;e:1cG f'.tc11o for Ohildr,.n) (indivickal 
int.elli.genca" test) -· --- --- -~-

2 • Read:tnr:; t,ests: a: -Gat.es J?rimH,l:';f Headir,f; Te::,t (word reco1::.uition., sentence 
rt~ading., paragraph ror,ding) 

b. Gates Advanced ~;t'};:'1~rit· Readinf;:; '.i:est;; (adr,d1'1ir:tered to 
three pupils who scored at or near the top level on 

t;:En~t --_. 'V[C'·l'JC1 -

Socia 1 Tnf.l t 1) • .:~i ·t;y:. 
:;:,.··- '\li:nc1l:ltTiil SOci.~l I1i<:1.ti-wi~-t;;l ScQle ~---·- .,;·~ - . .,~·- -...., . .,.....:,; __ 

St,ructured. lnt,ervim:; ·1.,;o:t.h :Par.;;:r:t(s): ii) 
o., Child I s devolopmcntaJ. history 
b. I•'am:tly his1;01'f vY11ether ;;i!' ')J:)'f, ' \h.or mother 

or fHt,hc,r rGmt bM."ore g:r,:;de one) 
c. Occupfd,io:n of pa.rents 
ti. oJ~ 113J·?e11ts 

e.. I'arer1tal cr:tl e.h.i.lcl :r'et11:'lir:g. 
f. Pc:reental defo-cript,:Lon of cl1i1d 1 n pel'nonnlity 

6.. £3t,l'Tlcti'xl'.'ed I::1t,ervic;:,.y vd.:ch TetJcher: (See 
a.. .Adjtwtment !nvontory --
1)., Personal an<l Soci::i.1 Dovelopmet1:t 

lJ) 



Si,ruct,ured Int.crviml with Child, (fior:: ,':iPPRN:DIX G) 
Ml"J I a;."'> •• ••·11.,; ... .e.:IIPlt ~- . 

a. . 1.a.Iroa. -3tlf1 di.$likt?s of' child 
h. Int{',:t'Oi:;t.f! 

e... 1r11tnrP. ~,J,i t/,.on 
d. Ri,s:to!'?/ of :rH;;iding 
e,. Litrnry hrihiim 
r.. 11'olcv.tm,,;in :Lnterr~nts 
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b. Pft!'ce. i:tiom t;h~:r f!bili t;.r to rocof,~ni:zo likenesses and di£'-.,.,, '-'• ' .. 

i'e:re:nees bntwooo obj;:; cti1 or a:nnbole,, q :,ickl:;.t ar.d ~-et~tt;t~D.t6lyJ 

c,.. Qu1'n'i.,it~t:Lvo:: the ~hU.i.t,,:r t»0 u.ndo.rs{,s:nJ t.rtn t1;;:::winis ot 
nuntiers, :iT1s~ t,o recotrxrl,;e qu.m.-.tit/!ltivc dif'ferenetJa; 

e. ~,e(!.: 1,he .nbili ty to Vimt-zlize and t.o think ab:;mt obj,.::cts 
in b~ or thl"eo d:iwetIBions. 

6.5ThfJ.nm ,:.'\·d:n.."1 Th:iw:~t.'?ri.n tn1 T"• ;,,. 'lhur~ttrn.B, ·;!.·r.ird.:i:1e1· lt\mv,l £or 
th~1 sr:t PrinL-r!".".l ~1:Snt,nl Abi).:it,ios ( Q1icagp: ~~i~nc& Rns-0nrch: Assoeiat.os) 
t.n.c.;19.~3} :· ""' .. .. ·· · 

6%~\"id ·,':·,;;1chs1ol"1 ':·ret:hSlffr Int;eJj.i enoo Fcr,lo l"nr Uhildrrm ~1~n11al 
(ikW :York1 '!'he Psycholo'gi::'::r,1 Gorpor·,1.;:1'.YcJ.# 19h9). -
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Personal adjustm.em, is assumed to be based .on .feelings of personal 

security and soc:tril adjustment on foolings of s.oci,al security. 

Definitions 9f the Corr,,ponents include the following; 

lA Self-Reliance: ~n individual rzi.ay he said to be self'..,. 
reliant when his overt actions indicate that he can do 
things independently of othors, depend upon hitnsel.f in 
various situations, flnd direct, his own nativities, The 
self-reliant person is also charact,oristioally st.able 
e·1rntionally., .and responsible in his behav:ior, 

lB Sense ,2! Personal \'Forth: tn. i:ndi vi.du.al posseases a 
sense of being 1,\iOrtny' when be feels he is well regarded 
by others, when he fools that others hav-o faith in hiJ3 
future success., end when he believes th~t he h;,a average 
or better tha.n average ability'" 'ro feel worthy means to 
feel capnble and reasonably attractive. (The writer bas 
paralleled this component with n solf-concept11 later µi t~ 
e:tuey.} 

lC Sense of Port:onal Freedom; An individu.31 enjoys a sense 
O:f freedom ffllC:tl 'he is permi.·i;ted to ht1.V(;.1 B. l"Gasonable share 
in the deter:mination of his cond,1at an.d .in settµ.ng tne 
general poli.ciov; thr:t sht>,ll govel'.'ll his life.. Desirob1e 
freedom inclwfos permission to choono one's own fri.elld~ 
and to bave at le2st, a litt,le spending l!loney •. 

lD Feeling .2! Belon1E-pg: An individual feels tho.t he belones 
when he enjoys the love of his fe.mily ~ the well-wishes of good 
f)'.iends., and a eor--dial rel.a tionship 1~ii th people in general, 
Such a pers.:m wilJ. as a 11Ule get. along ,;;ell with bis teachers 
or er;~lo;rers and usually feel~ proud of his school or pla.9~ 
of buainoss io 

lE tt~tpdmwing Tendencies; The indiiti.d1.1al who is said to 
withdraw is the one 'who stibstitutes the joys o.f a fantasy 
world £or actunl successes in real li£o. &'uch a person :is 
Characteristically sensitive., lonely and given to self-concern, 
Normal adjustment is characterized by rces0nt1ble freedoo1 .f;rom · 
these tende:neios. · 

lF Mervous S1W?t,012&: Tho individual who iG classified as 
ha.v:i.ng nerVt:>us symptoms is the one who suffers from one or 
more of a variety of' physical symptoms su.ch ,As los~ o;l: 
appetite, frequent eye strain., inability to sleep, o:r a 
tendency to be Qhronicall:t tired~ People of this·· kind. mfJ'Q' 
be exhibiting peysieal expressions of' emotional eon:flicts, 

2.A Social Standards, 'l'hci indi vidu.al 11ho recognizes desirable 
social standards is t.he one ,1ho has come to understand the 
ri.r.hts of others and who nppreciatcs tho necessity of sub
orili.n~ting certain desires to the needs of the group. such an 
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one to three hours, seven homes bc1ing visited di1ring t,he day and 

one in the 0v1:ming., The int,crn.ew form, as. seen in APPl~NDIX. A, 

was developed by the writer after the study of' various inte:rview 

forms and after a personal int,ervi.ew wl th the mother of one of' Um 

pupils. 'l'his personal interVi€wt caused the writer to include the 

questions concerning preschool reading of the parents of the early 

readers,. The intorv:i.ew form was used as a f~ideline during the 

conversa:tion in the home and all :rosporotSes to the st:ri1c tured 

£om were recorded during the int,erviaw and othei"' pertinent :Lni'oma-

tion was :notied. in writing at t,he time of the interview. 

The Vineland So cl.al Ha~1.ll"i ty Scale 70 has proved useful for 

cwa.lu.-.:it,ing the degree of social competence hy viay of measurement 

the :mother who answered for the child at the t:trae of the pare:!:lt 

The tec'.cher ra.ting blanks r1ere com1)leted during Ja.nunry a.nd 

Februaey., 1964. 'l'his material vms developed by the vrr:tt,er ai'tor 

stt\dy and adarpi:,ation of clirdcol :'lnf'ormtion pre.sontod by Beller71 

and Milla.:rd72 .. 

Pupil interviews were held for about five to ten minutes before 

the administration of each of the five stc1,ndardized tests. A 

70 
Edgar A. Doll, Manual ~ Directions, Vi;ll;eland Social k'faturl ty 

Sea.le., (Minnoa,polis: Educational ~?ost Bureau, 19471 .. r/;J _l __ 

7lE., Kuno Beller, Gliri;ical Process (New :lor.k: The Free Press of 
Glencoe, I:nc., 1.962). 

72Gecil V .. Millard, Q;a'E,e Inventory for the ~11sr .2.£ qhild 
~e.7,.ppm,ent; (Minneapolis: Ilurgess Publishi,)g Gompany, 1950). 
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lon,::;1c,r interview {about twenty minutes) i.vno held w:ith e;.ch child 

v.ihich a number of sit,u.at,:Lons ;:ire sketched and by his choice of 

of lif~f es he sees :tt proved unsa.ti.si'actory for the L':'ic.1.turity of 

these eal"ly l'ea<lers. 

the files of the Re.:i.dinfr; Center at. ()kl~homa St,.nte. University, was 

re,id 1Ni th interest, 

pupil. Intorvle,!'iS nere held throu.ghnu.t the school year d1..tring the 

school tl~y in ~n ftVailflblo room at the child1 s school .. 

pro g:r:1.r,1s .. 

teacher, and 

classroon 

J\ssumpticns .of the Stnd..,v 

observa!::;ion) is a -."alid appro.::tch to the study of enrly rs{'.ldin.g.. It 

73EdJ.th s. J,,ry, A Book <'bout !g,, (C',:ic;Jgo: Science Eese&::rch 
.Associates, Inc., 1952r;- -
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also ts aiisumad that suhj cts ~sponded wi t.h tru.e !'$lings in the 

various 'te ting and intel"ViaN e1t-'Uations. 



CHAPTBR FOUR 

S RY OF THZ SE STUDIES 

For this investigation, tho ease-study method was used in 

order to obtain a more accura te impression of the interaction of 

fc ctor in early reading ldth th assumption th t l e rning to 

read is part or a large developmental, compleA process . 

I n order to preserv tho anonymi.tv of the individu 1 studied, 

no names will be used. When reporting scores on individual 

intelligence tests, score rango rather than exact scores will be 

reported. 

Pupil A 

Pupil .'; expressed hor c::mviction th.-it she 11h t es1' television 

but II lovas" to r ead books . Sh learned to ro d when she was about 

four years old from her brother, then 1n grade one and h ving some 

difficulty in l earning to read, because she ttliked to . tt Books used 

by her brother in teaching Pupil A were The Cat in t he H .t Callle 
~ ,........ - - ----- ___. 

~and~~ !z 'other? Pupil A ex.cl imed proudly, 0 I still 

have those books !" }for la. test achievement is l.earning the fund-

amentals of bridge. 

r eonatal Hi t.ocy: 'ge of F ther at birth of Pupil As 
Age of Mother at birth of Pupil _A.: 

25 years 
23 years 

eight at birth: 
Length at birth: 

35 

S ~ounds, 14! ounces 
192 inches 



Development l 
istory;i 

Emotional disposition as described by mother: 
11 Aotive; slept as little ;:1s possible; g ve up 
n ps e rly. ' 

U d pacifier. 

(Recorded in baby book) 
Sits unsuoported; 6 nths 
Pulls self upright: 6 months 
11Talks1 , imit tes oun s, 5 or 6 months 
,tnnd alone: 6 - 7 months 
~awled: 5 months 

Walked alone: 12 months {all ovor) 
Toilet training: in one a • t 22 month 
G ve up n s oetueen 18 onth nd 24 months 
Talked "early1 
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Spoech difficult" with 11 11 at first; continued 
speech difficulty with 11rt 

Very independent: 3 ~ ~r 

Test result on the~ Prim,rv R~ading ~, For l administered 

during the w k of Se tomber 30., 1963., s follows: 

Re a ding Grade 
V"ord Recognition. • • • • • 3.4 

Reading ft ge 
8-7 

ntence Readin 1 • • • • • • • 3.9 
P ragr ph Ro ding. • • • • • • 4.h 

9-1 
9-7 

ecause it was fel t that tho above test did not measure Pupil A's 

otential bee use of her performance near the up er level of the test, 

__ ---- ___ ...._ Re:idin~ Test1 For l, was administered 

during the vrnek of October 14, 1963: 

ord Recognition • • ••• 
P ragr ph R ading •• 

Re ding Grade 
• • 3."8 
. • 3.5 

Re:.iding ~ 
9-0 
8-8 

Scores on the Diagnostic ~ding Scales, administered during 

the week of October 14, 1963, were as follows: 
Grade Plac ent 

Word Recognition • • . . • .. • • • • .. 4.7 
Instrtctiona l.vel . • • . • . . 4.5 
Independent level . . • . . • • . • 4.5 
Potential level . .. • . • . . . . • 5.5 
Consonant sounds • • . • . . • . . • • 3. 0 
Conson nt blonds • • . . . • 4.0 
Co on syll bles • . • . .. . • . 3.0 
Letter sounds • • • . • . . . . 3. 2 



Verbal • •••••• 
Poree tu~l ••••• 
Number • • • •••• 

tor •• 
Spatial ••• 

. . . 
Total •• •••••• 
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• • • • Superior 
• • • • Dright nor l 
• • • • Ve · superior 

• • ~verage 
• • Av r auc 

• • .. • S1perior 

Test res·1l ts on th !!!.§.£ Pl ced Pupil ~ in the following range: 

Ph;y::sical 
Characteristics: 

Verb l • • • . • . . . . Superior 
Perform nee ••••••••• Av rage 
Full Scale •• •• ••••• Bright normal 

\ihen compar d with th aver re of other children 

in her roo, upil A as r atod by her teacher a 

ver ge in height nct build; strong, h althy~ 

and energetic. 

Teacher ra t,ing pl ced Pupil A s follow : 
$peed of ovement: verage 
Control of movement: ell-cont.rolled 
Skill in genP.r 1 motor coordinati on: Average 
Poise and control of novement: moves easily 

Perso 1 and Soci~l 
DcveloEmerrr-Rati~ 
Scale \APPEN [X B: 

Pupil A w s ra tcd by her teacher as #1 

or #2 lll c ch ~rca. 

The Social-Age Value on the Vineland Social Mat r i tz Scale was 

10.8. Ori ·n~lit of ide~, foresight, and creati~ a ility were 

rated good" by h r toDchcr; memory was rated II very good . " 

Personalit;y::: As described by her mother, Pupil is highly competitive, 

very persistent, ver~ge in feolin ~s of perfection. She 

is particularly co etitive with hor brother and tries 
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to do "everything he does. 11 Carefree and happy, she loves 

other children and is very sensitive to the feeling of 

others. 

During the eek o.f January 20., 1964, the Cali.fornia ~ 2,!. 

Personali tz, Form l!A., l'las dmin:ister, d w:i. th the following results: 

Personal adjustment: Percentile 
20 
20 
70 
90 
40 
20 

Self reliance • • • • • • . • • 
Sense of personal worth •••••• 
Sense of personal freedom ••• •• 
Feeling of belonging ••••• •• 
Withdrmving tendencies •••••• 
Nervous symptoms ••• • ••••• 

TCYl'AL,------'""'!3:!"::0-

Social adjustment~ 
Social standards. • • • • • • • • • 60 
, o cial skills • • • • • • • • 50 
Anti-soci l tendencies. • • • • • • 30 
Family relations • • • • • • • • • 50 
School rel ations . • • • • • • • • • 80 
Community rel tions. • • • • • • ___ oo _______ ---

TOT~L t 50 
Total ~ Personal Adjustment nd Social Agjustment: 40 

Pupil A was brought up in an environment which the mother termed 

s being "considered strict by nw friends.'' The teacher's rating on 

the Adjustrent Inventory ( PPENmX B) was as follm s: 
Friendly, makes friends easily 
Well- oised 
Calm and self-controlled 
Generally alert 
ssumes responsibility willingly 

Spontaneous interest 
0cc sion lly requires motivating 
Haopy 
"Iell-:lehaved 

J.t,amily History: 

Formal 
Trai ing: 

Brother, 2 ye rs older 
Sister, 4 years younger 
Father: bachelor's degree, business 
other: 2 years collage 

1 year church-related ldndergarten 
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Pupil B 

Pupil B learned to read between the ages of .four and five 

because she wanted to. The person who helped her learn to read 

was her mother, who read pages from the Dr. Seuss books to 

Pupil B , who then read the pagos to her ,.other . 

Neonatal llistoq:i Age of' Father at birth of Pupil B: 29 years 
30 years 

Developmental 
Histo:i;y:: 

Age of Mother at birth of Pupil B: 

\"feight ot birth: 8 pounds 

Emotional disposition as described by mother: 
' 1sell'-contained, res'tful, healthy, relaxed.n 

No pacifier used. 

(Baby book not available) 
V!alked alone: nine months 
No thumb-sucking; 
No firigernail biting; 
Trained herself easily ~t about 21 months; 
Very independent; 
Talked "earlyu and distinctly; 
No letter difficultie ; 

40 

Tied shoes at four years; did not teach her this. 

Test results on the Gates Primary Readinta Test1 Fom 1., administered 

during the week of September 30., 1963, were as follows: 

Reading Grade 
Word Recognition. • • • • 2.77 
Sentence Reading. • . • • 2. 78 
Paragraph Reading • • • • 3 . 8 

Reading .Age 
S-o 
8- 0 
9-0 

Scores on the Diagnostic Readin~ Seales, administered during the 

week of October 14, 1963, were as follows: 
rrade Placement 

Word Recognition • .. • 2 . 3 
Instruc-tional level. • • • .. 2.3 
Independent level .. • • • • 2 . 8 
Potential level.. • • • • • h.5 
·Consonant sounds. • • • • .. • 3.0 
Consonant blends. • • • • • J .. O 
Common syllables. • • • • • • • (did not place) 
Letter sounds. • • • • • • • • 4.o 



Quotient scores on the Primary lental Abilities~ laced 

Pupil B in the following rany·e: 

Verbal. • • . • ri1ht norm 1 
Perceptual ••••••••• Average 

umber • • • • • • • • • • • Dright nor l 
Spatial • •••• • ••• •• Aver ge 
Tot l. • • • .. • • • • . . • v rag 

Test results on the~ pl ced Pupil B in the f ollo ng range: 

• Bright normal 
• Bright normal 

Verb l • • • • • • • • • • 
Performance •••••• 
Full Scale ••• •••• • • Bright normal 

hysical 
Characteristics: 

General otor 
Coordination: 

Person8l and cial 
Developmeirt°B.ntinr 
Scale (APPENDIX B: 

When comp red with the vcra£:e of other children 

in her r om, upil B as rated by her teacher 

as taller in hight, vorage in build; strong, 

healthy, and energetic. 

Teacher rati~g placod P pil J as follows: 
Speed of movement: Average 
Control of movement: Accurate, precise 
Skill in gener 1 otor coordination: Sld.llful 
Poise and control of movement: moves easily 

Pupil B w s r~ted by hor first gr de teacher 

s #l or #2 in each ar a except p rfectionism, 

which w s rated /'3. 

The Social-Age Value n the Vineland Soci~l Ikiturity Scale w s 

11 . 7 . ttention and memory were rated "excell nt by the teacher; 

h uses foresight in plannire her work; ere tivity is di 1 yed 

particularly in the !fri.ting of m TJY original stories with good plots. 

Personality! '\s described by her moth r, Pupil B is ver,y active, 

aggressi vo, co etitivo, and persistent. Sha is not 



perfectionistic. She adjusts well to new situ tions and adapts 

easily to her~ ried su!Toundings. Other chil dren fascinat her 

d she enjo~ playing with th m, many times in leadership role. 

She is especially kind to younger children~ 

During the week o.f January 20, 1964, the Calif ornia 12!!:, 2£. 

Person litz~ Form A, was administered with the following re ults: 

Personal dJustrnent: Percentile 
Self reliance. • • • • • • • • • • 80 
Sense of personal worth . • • • • • 80 
Sense of porsonal freedom. • • • • 40 
Feeling of belonging . • • • • • • 90 
1,,i thdrawing tendencies • • • • • • 6o 
Nervous symptoms. • • • • • • • • 20 TOT.AL._:__,;;..;.,_ _____ 5_0 __ 

Social adjustments 
Social standards •••••••••• 80 
Social skills. • • • • • • • • • • • 70 
Anti-social tendencies • • • • • 30 
F ily relations •• • ••••••• 50 
School relation • • • • • • • • • • 60 
Conmunity relations • ., ••••• ··-:::.30;;._ ____ __,,,,..,,.... __ 

TOT L: 50 

Total .f2!_ Personal Adjustment~ Social Adjustment. 50 

The grade one teacher's rating on the <IJustment Inventori 

( PPENDIX B) was a follows: 

Friendly, makes friends easily 
ell- oised 

Galm and self-controlled 
Resoonsive and alert 
Assumes responsibility will ingly 
Spont neous interest 
Industrious 
Happy 
"Jell-behaved 

A personal ity profile completed while Pupil B was in nursery 

school (age five) included the follmving: 

Her lingual ability is advanced for her age. Few children 
of her chronological development would state th t the reason 



the recordi was scratchy ra b cause ' the record is 
scarred. 11 H r gencr~l conversR"',ion ro lccts gen ,ral 
comprehension of rudi ent~ry b. e, of orrect speech. 
Therfl is n need t.o ro ,1:i_nd her to s~v 'Please I and 

I?"• 
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She seet1s to ave developed ::i definite concept f elf. 
Her foelir. f{ of sclf-impo:M,c nca ~r. r fleeted in her 
assursnce that the other children will do as she says •••• 
8hf.'! m:n ;los v:i th th0 other childrrm in group pl y, but 
lik: s to r-e tho leader.. ( ·,et • 11 do • . • ) She is not 
self-centered, but w tches out for the others. Fer example~ 
notici th~t ~ little hny 1as having troubl tying his 
shoes, she tied ~hem f or him . o 1 sho shoTis r spoct for 
the propert7 of oth0rs. ThiR trait a~ denonstrated 
expressly rhon sho told nother child th.t she had used 
his tool. 

• • • Her gew~:ral emotion:il tatus is one o!: happiness arrl 
her porson~litv is one of gaiety nd bubbling cnthusi sm. 

1 en she iR happy, the worl d knows it for she sings as sho 
plays, either a ong th~t she ows or n intonation of 
nonsense syllables. Just as her happiness is evident, so i s 
her mo dines9. At tim~s, she avoide socio cont~ct, and she 
is th1m ery qui t. She . ay sit on h r cot and nierely ob
serve the ctivities of th othe children. 

Puptl B seldom pl ys 1' · th s ,ecific toy , but finds delight in 
playing in sand. Her er ativity fines an outlet here . She 
pretends that sho is cooki.g or participating in some other 
definite activity. Hor i .ngi_nnt,io'1 is also shol'l'll in her 
p rticipL"tion in drtr:atL, ion of actio s of .iln 1 • She 
is also curiou.,, nnd desiro,rs of ore . ~wled • Not. knowing 
how a duck v a d le s, s inquirod of .,not,h r to find th 
answer . 

Family Historv· 

Formal 
Tr ining: 

Brothe:::·, 5 years older 
r ther: h. D. candidate 
.1: oth,;;Jr: aster's degree (teacher) 

2 y :irs nur.-.ery school 
1 y a1 kindbrg ri..en 

Pupil B's rnothor r ct-illed th t Pupil B w s fed solid food at th 

age of three days and this may have helped h0r c ntentment. She w s 

a "good ente n hich may hAve helped to give her the energy needed to 

11 cli.lllb to the moon. '1 



Pupil ,,as brought up in a £roe., relaxed t osphere including 

om routine nu.ch a s,,t bed-ti~ d the reading of story 

ev r y day be.for~ n.. ti .,. Books in the ho-mo incl.ude ~cyclopedias 

dictionari.es. 

mother feel~ that upil B'a curio ity contributed most to 

Another raetor involved .as the association ith a playmate who 

read botore grade one also, to greater extent than Pupil n. A 

l-0ne intere t. p n., coupled with onv.t:ronmcnt rich ith boo-ks, 

are also eont,ributing ractol"O. t the a.ge of tour• Pupil 13 

started r ding road signs.. Tho mother ordered .o Dr. Seuss 

books but Pupil B did not 

at th t t • Papil B ind1c'1ted that her mother bad helped h&r 

st in learnin8 to ra. d by a .,oring h r qu stion ~nd helpi 

her read in the Dr. Seuss ok..q. It is inter sting to nato that 

her favorite books still am th nr. ~e ss books . 

Pupil n knew tt e ABC ts in order be.fore going to school as 

11 $ tho letter sound • Funey apore, Jack . nd Jill, am 
~~~ 

The f llovti.ng O!'IMltion was cord.ad on the "ltll bout · u 

interview f'orm with Pupil Eh 

Grandtloth.:-r or Gr ndfathsr in the hoe: no 
F: vorite subject: workbook 
s ubjeet liked least: · · n beys on th playgro 

blic l.ibr cy: doos not Visit 
Library Cal"dt M 
Favorit..e televi.sion program: cartoo I tr&V1"' )1' Hillbillies," 

}Vizard of o,zn 
Comi.e books: likes to read th 
Dictionary in t home: yr.,s 
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Developmental 
Historz: 

¥"eight t b irth:. 
Length t birth: 

5 ounds, 11 o· nces 
192 inch s 
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Emotional disposition as described by mother: 
11Slept 11 night t six weeks; active., but not 

.fussy; laughed e sily.n 

(Da y book not available) 
:alked alono at bout 14 months . 
First complete sentence at bout 12 months. 
Nail biting until 5. 
Speech difficulty with "r until 4. 

Test results on the Gates Primary Readin~ T st, Form l, 

dministered dur"ng the eek o Sep ember JO, 1963, were s follows: 

Rea ding Grade 
:1ord Recognition ••••••• 2.23 
Sentence Re~ding ••••••• 2.35 
Paragra h Reading. • • • • 1. 9 

F.ea:ii f ft.~e 
7-
7-6 
7-1 

Scores on the Diagnostic Reading Scales, administered during 

the week of October 14, 1963, were as follows: 

Grade Placement 
Word Recognition ••••.••• 1.9 
Instructional level.. • • 2.3 
Independent level •••••••• 2.8 
Potential level • •••••••• 3.8 
O::>nsonant sounds •••••••• 4.0 
Consonant blends •• ••••• • J.O 
Common syll nbles •••••••• 2.0 
Letter sounds ••••••••• L..o 

Quotient scores rele sed by the school on the ~ri.mary Mental 

Abilities ~ . 1 ced Pupil C in the follo."ling range: 

Perceptual ••• • 
Number • • • • • • • • 

• • • • Superior 
• • Superior 

P mi sion from the parent could not be obtained for the 

administration of the WISC, an individual intelligence test .. -
Physical :hen comp rod ~ith the average of other children 
Characteristics: 

in her room, Pupil C was rated by her teacher as 
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t•rio:ndl;; ~ ma'lms i'rit'!n.ds e~sily 
1:i.elt .... ,wisod 
'Galr1 nnu milf-rontr-..;.lled 
Res:.;,,1°1::d.vo ~nd alert 
f!,saUTil(lS rssponaibili tjr witli'•it:;1:V 
f:poi1taneous intererrL 
Occasi,1.::mtll;;r roq:,1iroi1, ·coti vi, tini;;; 
H2:.p;~ 
Sor::.otir:.0i1 amro::rr. -otht'lr c!-1:tldr~n 

Si.st.er• 2 ;vem.•'s old.er (who also rend hofoN grade one) 
Sister, I:- ym~rs young,Jr 

l?.S1.tl1._::r:: Pl:1. D ~ t~t?·I-t.lidnte 
Jlf>tb.nrt J,tu.•ried at 18 

Fo~l 
!rnim_·n,e;: 

ii,f 

T'tu.::. .. si1rr Jchr,-:::1 
lind·oI>{i~rten 

0ran,:k:ot,1wr or GJ:1<".ni:.h':':::t~:t:11,' in t.h:n h:-;i;:;!J: 11.0. 

t'awri t-e si.J,'bjeeti writing. 
SU:;;;ject lik~ffl li:r,ot: m·ii.J1r:1ct,ic. 
Public libraey:: Vl.."ili ted oi'"f_;an. 
Lihre.l'y card-; yes. 
Favori.te tcl-0Vision p:ro~.nm: cartoons, ~:·nnil;:t proo .. ~s .. 
Comic books: do :c.101~ lik;;i to .rond. 
Di.ction~ry i.11 Uw hone: no. 
R<~ads beca"lno si1e likai~ to rf:,ad e.P.:ch dE'I"/. 
ltod-tir11e: O::on ;p.r.; do~s r~ot, i:;o tr, sl¢el.)- im..:odiRtcly. 
7atu L:re-akf.'ast .. 
Fyos hU"et 1J0;mctim.t~s. 
llmne.t.ng lossona: rw. 
Instr-1..unent lo~sous;; no., 



Tries to r<md 1.;hl, newspaper,. 
schedule fo:r.- work and play .. 

!111.bi.tion; to ho a doc,t,or .. 
Plans to go to college., 
Subject needing improvement: arithmct,ic,. 
Likes t,o npleyn best of all .. 
Li.kes t,o 1;-cleann least of all .. 
Favorite color:: pink. 
li"avorito grn:1e: 'ba.sehall .. 
Would like t,o h:rve a pen pal. 
Pla;ymn,tes: mostly older, boys and girls. 

Pre-school rending has become a :rand.ly tradition in this home 

grade one. 

Hoonatal ~.is to,r,;::, 

Devclonmnt,al 
~·-·..,jt :,l[t- ..... --Ft 

History~ 

Pu,pil D 

Age of :father at 
of :mother at 

lkdght Ht birth: 
Le:ngt,h ~:I:, bi.rt,h: 

was in Et,hiopia 

birth of Pupil 
birth '.Of Pupil 

7 pounds 
21} i.nches 

1): 
t): 

he:r 

old .. 

h3 :Tc~r.s 
39 years 

:Cmoaonal disposition as described ·· mothsr: 
coli.cl-:;v; hA,s not 1:1,·,rYped since six mon'iJm old; 
ver~;r <).cM_ve; "oor11 wl th thmao in nouth .. i. 

Used pacifier until 13 months. 

(rk-4b;f book not, availnbl:e) 
Rolled ovor: 3 months 
Si t.t~ unsunported: 5 month..c:i 
Pulls self upright: 6 or 7 months 
Stands alone: 6 or 7 mDn"0hs 
Walks ,3:lone: 10 months 
TaJ.kod t·early1t; no bab:i· talk; s011.te:nces Tvell-

00:nstruct.otl 



,o 
months .. 

o·t1 'tlJ.r1 Gates Pi~i'ma:ry Et1~;ci:i ng Test, F'orm 1.. ad-.... -""' ... N- - 'J.1.i .. l" ii::;t,1'•" ~..._._-..~ ~-- +<" 

,::,ord Heco1::;ni ti on .. .. • .. .. .. 2 .. 33 
1.55 
1.65 

7-6 
6-10 
6-ll 

Sen1;ence Rae"tding .. " ~ 
Paragraph Ro;t,ding.. ~ • ~. ., 

·cord Recog;ni tion .. • 
Instr11ct:10nal level. • • 
Independent, leveL .. • .. • 
Potential level • .. • 
C:onss:mant, ;;;ou11ds • • • 
Conson2nt blonds .... 
Connnon ayllnbles • • • 
Letter sotmds .. .. .. • 

.. . 

• 

. " .... 

Grade Placem~nt 
~ ... ~ ... -!I __ I! 

. ,. 
.. 
" 

. .~ 

.. 

.. 

J..6 
1.6 
1..6 
1.8 
2.0 
.o 

2.0 
3.0 

fJnctient scores on t,he ?;r.iyuary Mental Abilit.ies Test placed 

Pupil A in t,he follo~1:1.ng r:,mge: 

Pcrcep-l'.,u:1l .. 
Uumber ~ •• 

.... •· .. Bright, normal 
.. .. Average 

\J\TISC pl:::ccd Pu:)il D in the 

·ve1·bal • .. * 
Performance ... 
Full Scal0 •• 

PlwsicRl 
Cl1ttracte1~_si~1.cs :· 

.. " . 
• rlvarnge 
~ Drtght norm.al 

••• Bright norm.al 

the averiigo of' other 

childftln in. her room., thifl child was rated 

by her t,cacher HS :in height, build, 

and energy. 



General Motor 
Gpordina t.ion: 

Tcachor rn.ting plnccid her as f olloYrs: 
Speed of movement: iI vorae,-c 
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Cont,rol of 1aovemont: 1Jell-ccmtrolled 
Still in Genernl T!iot.or Coordinat:Lont /verage 
Pciiso Contr:,1 of :.k:ivem,:m.t,: rioves ciasily 

Pnpi1 D v;a.s rG t,ed teacher 

was 10 .. 8. 

Personality:: 
• - !! _¥ .. 

The mother described }}upil D as active, happy, 

is r:mch a 

Porsonali'ty" Form .AA, wa1J ac\ninistored with thB following results: 

Pers~n.~.f: · q,d.J:IP~e~:t: 
ticl1 rclJ.anC(J • 
Sense of porsonal worth • 
-3onse of p01·tw:n.al freedom • 
Feeling of ·oelonging • .. .. 
Y1'i t,hdraw:ui.g t0;1de;,cies • .. 
Nervous sYJ,1,p'i:,oms .. • • ... ~ 

11.nti-soc:i.al tendencies .. . . 
relation::; .. ., • 

School r.:.,la ttons • • 
Community relations ... 

mother fools i.t is 

. .. . 
" . . 

• • • 

• • • • 

• • 'It • 

TOTAL: 

• • • 
• • 

Percentile 
iii r ~? ,- :;;-.• 

Cl~ 
/,/ 

BO 
90 
70 
90 
60 

no 
90 
70 
80 
80 
30 

90 

70 

80 

is 



f ostored in most ins"tancen. 'hen obedience is requested, pnren'ts 

attempt to be consistent. 

vtas ta$ follows: 

Formal 
Trni,.~; 

Friendly, mRkes frien& easily 
··:ell-poised 
Cr,:J111. and self-c.ontrolled 
.Responsi vo and alert 
Jl1Ssumei::: rcspcnsibili",.;;;_;· ,-,,ill"ir.f,;ly 
Spontaneous interest 
Industr:'Lous 
Happy 
Well-1xihavod 

Brother, 18 yeurs old 
Sister, 14 y~ars old 

I•'a t.hz:n Ph .. D .. 
1iother: lfa.ste1"t s degree candidate 

Nm•s(;lry school 
Kindorgarten. 

Tho .ABC1 s were left.med in order f:rol'!l the /BC song before grade 

0.1-w.. Pupil. n elso kr.u;iw tho nrui.tes and sormds of letters hefo:,"'e 

grade one as 1vell as h-o,'f to wri to them. The mother in.dieated that 

1?upil D 1vas very .euri.OU$ and liked to !Je read to.. She had bean 

inter-es't,ed in letters a:r.d sounds for sornu '(iiIUe b£fore grade Oi1ih 

Thia interest wns nurtured while t,ho fa.1~lly wm·od ,E\u"Ope when 

Pupil D was very y-o.ung. Tho family passed the time by pla.;ying 

rhy1aiug gar,.,ies one: otho:r sound g~Lles while traveling from plaee to 

place. 

Tho .following i:nfo:rme.tton w~.s recorded on the "All About Me" 

Grandmother or G:rnnclf~·thc:,r in the home: no. 
Favorite subjoc·t;: dNnvlng. 



SUbject lik\,d len,st: likrm all subject. 
Public librar1:: 'tisi ted sormi times. 
IJ.hra.ry card: yes. 
Favorito television progrm:i: 1rBugs nurm.yn. 
Cornie books.: likes tc 1,ead. 
DietionRr.y in the bomf:c: yes. 
Roadr; bocauso she likes to rc~d each day. 
Bed-tim.G: 8:00 p.r?.; goes to sloep soon after goirAg to bed. 
Eats bre2.lctast. 
Eyes hurt s,)m0times (whet" it's too briaht; not when she reads). 
Dancing lessons: no. 
Instriwent lesson.C!it no. 
'l'rks to road the r.ewspaper. 
l~ schedule .for -work and pl1.:,y. 
Am.bi tioru to be an artist. 
Plans fur ccllogo:: :not sure. 
Likos to "play with l)adcy best, of all .rt. 
Lik-Hs leas·t: nothin2_;; like ev1~1·;7thi11g. 
fi't:wi:>rite color: blue., Pl'il!)le,. red •. 
Favorite ga.mo; tTnelo Wigr).y 
"l'ifould like to h='tvr:~ a pex1 pal.. 
Plsymo:1:.o.s.: older and younger. 

Doth mother and father rmd l1efore gr~cla 01'le., !'he mothsr 

l'J'as taught to read at tho ago of :four by her brother. She 

finished grade om at the age of i'ive. Tho m.othor reealls visiting 

thtJ library at the age of four with her brother and :Me.ding library 

books at ·this age. Books i.n t.his hmr:o include tho Encyclo12e~ 

Bi~ittanica and others of e1,-e:cy desc..ri,pt,ion. ·-----
PUPIL E 

T?,iS highly-ver\.)&l early l"Oader enjoys "reading' the daily 

newspaper as ,rell as -the Harvard ·@a$Sics. according to his 

mother., Pupil E began to read at Uw age of twoi at the age of 

himnelf and memorized it readily. Ho no:\", reads for both facts 

and entertainruent., having beam.1 to road for facts at tho age ot 

four. It .is difficult i'or the parents to remember a time in the 



,n,..,,..,..,.l· l""'""'"':t "''ff ~VP:,*~'- O;"'.U-"Q~,a. .ct.Ji-. 
1)! ,-. . . __ · __ J ! I ltll Jlfc 

f!istOti£ II• 

.t;;'J'£ fa-;;.ho1"' ai.:, birth of Ptrail Ft 
of bil .. th ,of Pnr:>il 

3lb :yeal"'S 
21 years 

Emot,ional disr,iosition: active; liked Jleople 
at a:n early ago. 

(Baby batik not av'.;\ilable) 
S.troI¥J baby. 
Sat m1.su.r.ported: 6 r.1onths 

,L'~ . . "! 

First steps: 7r£ months 
I1alY,.od alone: G 1r.,ouths 

t:t,.· ~-=""l.~ 

liot a 'hig eater - 11 cot1l.dn!t cnre lessn for £000. 
T~J..kod oarly; fm,r word$ a;t 9 months 
r~iM;le lisp - 11 slf • 

Word Recognition • • • • 
Sentence Reading • • • • 
Paraif~ph Reading. • •• 

Word Re.cogni t,ion • .• • • 
Paragre:ph Reading. • • ., 

3.6 
3.9 
b.l 

h.8 
5.o 

10-0 
10-2 



r:r-o:rd Rocogni tion .. • ~· .. .. 
Instructional level ....... $ • • G 

Independent leool.. .. • ,. .. .. .. .. • 
Potential level. .. • .. .. .. • .. • • 
Consonant sound..s .. • .. ,. • • .. .. • 
Consonant blends • • .. .. .. .. .. • • 
Common syllables •. .. .. • .. .. • • • 
Blending: .. • • • • .. ... .. .. • .. • • 
Letter sounds.. • .. .. • • .. • • .. ... 

Quotient scores on t,ho 17'il:!k"tl7' l'Jontal Abilities ,ost placed 

Pupil E in the f'ollo,nnr; range: 

Verbal .... ,, .. • • .. ..... Bright normal 
Perceptual • • .. .. .. • .. * • • • BX"ight normal 
Number • • .. .. • • .. " ,. .. .. • • Average 
Spatial. .. • • • • • • "' .. • • • Average 
Total. • • .. .. • " • • • .. .. .. • Bright normal. 

Tost resu.lts on the VJISC placc-d Pu:pil E in the following range: 

Verbal ...... 
Performance. .. .. 
Full Scale • • " 

.. .. . .. . " 
• .. • • • • Very superior 
.. • • • • .. S1;perior 
~ •• ~ •• Very superior 

Phzsieal rlhen com;i,:Kired with the average of other children 
Gharac-teristies: 

General 
Motor 
Coor din.a. td.ont 

in his :room., this pupil was rated by his. teacher 

as awrap;e in height and heal th; skimy and 

~indly in build.; onergetie. 

'l'ea.clwr rating placed him as follows: 
Speed of' movementt very fast 
uontrol of movement: well-controlled 
Skill in general motor coord:inatiom sldllful 
Poise and control of movement: moves easi.13' 

Additional comments by tho te:cich.er indicato that Pupil E learns 

new material qnicldy and ret..ains it 1>eadily. le is independent. and 

creative in thought and has the 2bility to look forward to his vrork 

and future td th ideas and plans. 
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Personal and Social Pupil Ewas rated by his teaeher as #1 
Develo1ment'Ra~inf 
Scale .APFENDI · B : or //2 in each .ca-tegory except 11 compet..itive11, 

where he was rated #3. 

The Soeial-Age Value on the Vine1and Social Ma.turitz Scale was 

10.8. 

Personali'tY;:: The mother rated 11persistenoe11 as one of Pup:,.l. E's 

strongest char cteristics. At present, he prefers 

activities involving the use o:f mind rather than 

hands. Conversation is relaxed with either adults 

or children. An outstanding memory and persistent 

questions are other cµuities noted by the mother. 

During the v,eek of January 20, 1964, the Galil'ornia Test~ 

Personalitz, Form AA, was administered with the following res · ts: 

Personal adjustment! Percentile 
Self reliance .. • .. • . . • . • • • • 60 
Sense of personal viorth • • • • . • .. Bo 
Sense of personal freedom • .. • • • • 1 
Feeling of belonging • • • • • • .. • 30 
Withdrawing tendencio-s. .. • • .. • .. • 6o 
Nervous sylllPtoms. • .. .. • • • • • • ,. . l TOTAL,-------zroo!!"'·-

Peroent.ile Soeial adjustmentt 
Social standards ••••• • .• • • • • So 
Social skills • • • • • • 
Anti-social tendencies. • .. .. 
Family relations. • • • .~ • . 
Sohool r elations ••••••• 
Community relations ••••• 

• • 10 . . 5 
.. • • .. 20 
• • .. • 20 
• • • • 60 
TOTAL: 10 

Total for Personal AdJustment ,!.!!! Social Adjustment: 20 
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'l:hc tcnchor' s :r:::rtirw: on t,.ho Ad;justment, ImrentorY (APPEJ!IDIX B) 
"'· -;:;- IA ft 1 . . • J! ! Mu,·-J:· 

Friendly, rwkes fri0nds ors:U~r 
Well-:;oised 
U:neas;,r, bites. finf}'Jrnnils 
Responsi vo and alert 
Assumes responsibility Ylillingly 
Spontaneous interest 
:Cndust,rious 
l:Tappy 
1:n11...:behe,vcd 

hrotho:r: 7 yenrs older 
Sis't:.er: h yo?.rs older 

I'at.hcr= 11;;· ye£:_1:·s of {lChool 
i\Iot,he:c: 12 yerirs of r;chool 

a vory ym.m,:; child, he was especially ·intm"e~ted 

recognized vor'i.oas t,olevisi,Jn comn10:rcial prodt.1cts. His sist,er,, 

about four years olde1· than ho, helped him w:i th fl:;me aspects ot 

The Golden books and Dr .. Seu.<'.;sl 1)ooks wore his firat. books. 

One of the .first ptirchnses after the m:.-u.•riage of: Pupil :rr:t s 

pgrcnts ,;ms t,he set, of encylopedie1 which tho fat,h(rr lmd long-wan1:;ed 

previously. 'The mother stated t,hst the environment is ver;r impor~t n.t 

Gra,•.draother o:r Grand::tath2r in the 1:v::ime: no., 
Favorito subject: drawing. 



6'ubject liked leastt a~ithmotie. 
Public library: v.i.sited sometimes. 
Library card: no. 
'Favorite television program: c-artoons,. 
Comic books:· likes to rear5. them. 
Diction~ry in the homo-; yes. 
Does not read e~e.~ dny. 
J.Jad-time:: 8:00 p.rd .. ; does not go to sleep immedir:tely. 
Ee.ts breakfast. 
Eyes hurt somoti~cs. 
Dancing lessoost no. 
Instrwnent lt?ssor.s: no. 
Reads the newspaper. 
Has a sched!ile for work e:nd p~J• 
Plans t,o go to e-0llG(1'B. 
Subject. needing iruprovom.ont~ lU:'i.thmerf:.ic., 
Li.ki:Js t,o ffpL~yu beet of all. 
l:iikes to nwork0 leasi; o.f all. 
Favorite color: blue 
Uould not like tc hnvo a pen pal. 
Playmates: olcer and younger. 

Neither mother or father read before ;;:rade one but they rate 

reading among their groatost pleasures. 

Pupil F 

This first grade pu:pil knew the tac rs in order as well as a: 
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few words by sight tetore entranee .into ldndergarten. Forr:inl reading 

instru.etion was proVi.ded. during t'.or kindergarten year in Colorado. 

Du.ring this time:, her rrother recalls i;hnt, P11pil F a:rrived home from 

kindergarten soon after 11:.30 a.m. with a. 11!! .. twrn book. She read 

the t~ame book until $100 ,.m • ., at vrhich ti:ioo she felt she had learned 

all of tho new words i:n t.he hook-. 

Age of Fathel' at birth of Pu;)il F: 21 
/.,ge of' bi:other at birth of Pupil F: 18 

'f:eigh.t nt birth: 
Iength a1, birtht 

5 pounds. 12 o:.incas 
'"I .. 

182" inches 

li::'notional disposi t,imu slept well; very 
active; did not ery much. 
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Developme:n.,ta,l 
History: 

(Recorded in bablJ book) 
Sat unsupported:- :, months 
'.Pulls self upright: 6! months 
Stands :.:ilone: 3 months 
:;a11w alorl!::: nJ n01rt.hs 
'talks: b;;r 12 months could 0 say mv word she 

vranted to Sllch os Grandma, kitten, ;dgz. 
15 mo:nt;hs; identified an::iJ'i.aJ.s anu· wna t t ey say. 
17 ro.on.ths: sentence recorded: uI dropped nu 

dolly in the dirt." 
:No 11.:ti 1 bit,inz.; no thumb-sucJdng. 
No speech problems. 

Test, results on the Gates Prim;.ry fto;:~dinq 'l'est 6 For:m l, 

administered during the v1eok of Sept.ember 30,. 1963, were as 

follows: 

..... 2.67 
• 2.73 

,. • 2.8.3 

\'ord Recognition ...... 
Sentenue Rsad:1.ng ,, • ,. ~ 
Paragraph Rea<ll:ng... • .. .. " 

7-ll 
7-ll 
8-0 

the week of Ootooor 14, 196.3, were aa follows; 

' Grade Plnce:nent 

· Word Recognition .. ,. ............... 2.6 
J.nstru.ctional level. ... .. • • a • ,,. .. " 2 .8 
Independent, le11:-el. • .. .. * • • " • ~ • 2 .8 
Potent:i.Al level. • ,. .. .. .. . .. .. • 4.$ 
Consonant s~unds ......... ,. Q .. ~ •• !~ .. o 
Consonant blonds • .. .. • .. ~ ,. .. • .. • 3.0 
<;omon syllables ........... ~ ....... 3 .. 0 
m.onding • • ... .. ... .•. .. • • • .. • • .. ,. 2 .• o 
L~tter sonnds.. .. ,. .. • .. ~ • • • • .. .. l: .• O 

(}uotient scores on the Prima.ry Mental .Abilit,ie.s Tesi~ placed 

Verbal • • • • • .. • . • ,. .. Du.11 normal 
Peree:ptU:..1..l • • .. .. • .. .. .. .. • Dull :normal 
Nu.mber • ,. .. • .. e .. ., .. • • o .. • Bright normal 
Spatial ........... " ......... Average 
To'tal.. • •. • .. • ,. .. • • .. • .. .. .. Average 
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resnl t,'l on the WISC ple,ccd Pupil F in the follo11ing -

General :>o·toz, 
Coordi:nn.tion: 

• . 1:vnrae;t~ \fe.i~lJel .c ~ .. . Iii 

f'orforraanco. o .. 

Full Scale .. ,. .. 
• • flrigh t normal 
.• •. lt 1lC!"a.ge · 

in he:r I'OOID,i this pu;pi.l ,;;as rrtt,ed mu.ch shorter 

in height; ckinny, spindl;;t in build; average 

in heal th m d energy. 

Tuachor rating placed her as follows: 
Speed of nr:;,vemcnt: 2vi:3r,:11;,;e 

Cpi:rt.:rol of mcnro:mont: vmll-controlled 
Skill in ;::;cnorcl x::o'Lor cooi•dina"tion :. avcl"age 
n • • ; 'l ,.. + . ,,.,. 1:'01.se anti con.;ro or mcvcmon,,: movos cas:t.:..., 

P~pil F was r~tcd her first, gr~de ·teacher 

'I'he Soc:ta1-Age Value on the Vinel::m~1 §ocial Matu.rity Scale_ 

lrt,tention and 

'.l'he mother described Pupil F as ver;J lively., 

cowpotH,ive~ and por·sistont. It may be n-ot.ed. that 

C'.:mtras t to t,cacho:rt s rating. Pupil F 

htcr. heen brought in a11 environment where children 

shoc,ld 

punislmen t is needed to achie1ro tlris goal" 
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Du:rin~: the 1'Teek of Jnnur1ry 20, 196h, the ·California Test .2£ 
.. - . - ' - -

Personal adjustnont;~ 
$.(:;.lf rei:if1.nce. l! .. 

Sense of pers•:nal ,::mrth • ., 
;:::enso of pcrtr·m0l froodon. 
Feeling of belonging • • • 
Vlithd:rawing tendencios • 
Ne1>VOus s;yri1pt,o:ms ,. • • • • 

:°"oc-i. !'.> 1. .r.t/. '· ... ·h1."'·t1nen+· • Pe""cent{ 1~ .,.,, ' ..i,..~ .... - {. 'l.:.&H ~ -- V. -il.-. :.J.. :\,;".:. 

---~~ci.a 1 a iYJi.ndc-rds • • •. .., • ~ • • • • 00 
Social skills • • .. ,, • • • • .. • • 30 
Anti-social te:ndeneics • • .. • .. • • .50 
F'rurri.ly relr,.t,ions • • • ,., ._ .. ., .. "' .. Bo 
School relations .. " • • • • .. ., . • 60 
GorrunLmi'i;y 1~el,:lt,io.ns. • " .. • .. - .. • 90 .............. --.......... ~.·~bi----~~--~7~.0~ .. ·-·--TOTtL: o 

i:rhe teacher ts rating on the i·,qjustmen~ Ir,vantorl 

was at.1 follows: 

Formal 

Friendly, makc,s .friends eas:i.ly 
Well-poiried 
Calm and self-cont,rolled 
Ite.SJJOrlt>i 1lC· alert 
h::;sumos ;;.•c.nponsitili t,y 'if:Lllingly 
Spor1i:,._>l'.1r100~1..1s itttero:3t 
Indus'hrio ·J.G 

Happy 
S0metJ1not1 annoJ'l'.{ ot,hcr chilcl:.',cill (talkin,;) 

Sisfa,·,r, l yetn: younger 
Brot,her, 5 ycarr, younger 

li'at.11.c:rt c:mdide.t.o for llJ;'U.'11.,er' s degree 
Mother: m.a:r:ried w1.:.ile n senior in school 

Train.inc:: lunderg:1:i."'·t;en 

The first hooks :ror,d 

50 

D) 

Oon;pan,y basal reeders used for formal instruction in the kindcntgarten. 
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The following information w s recorded on the flAll A ut Me" 

(APPENDIX C) interview form by Pupil F. 

Gran other or Grandfather in the home: no. 
Favorite subject: drawing; 
Subject l iked least: arithmetic. 
Pnblic libr ry: visited o n . 
Library card: yes . 
Favorite television ro am: "LP.cy'1 • 

"om:ic b o like, to rend them. 
·ctionary in tho home: e. 
es not read e ch dny. 

~ed- time:. 8:00 n . r • ; does n t rro to sle innnedi.ately. 
Eats bre kf st. 
Eyes hurt sometimes. 
Dancing 1 sson ! no . 
Instrument lessons: no. 
Tries to rcn.d t.ho newspapflr. 
No schedule for work nd pl y . 
Ambition: to be nurse. 
Plans to go to coller,e. 
Likes to ttplay11 best of all. 
Likes to ~ork'' l east of 11. 
Favorite color: purple. 
Favorite game : Drop-the-Hanky. 

ould not like to have a pen pal. 
Pl ym, tes: older and younger. 

Books in the home include Childcraft and a f others. There 

is no tel vi ion in the home. nei th r r other r f ath r read 

before grade o e . 

Pupil G 

This well-tr., voled first gr de 11ni 1 ,. ~s om o rse s and 

plans to move to a west rn state soon. The olde~t of five chil n, 

she is described by her m ~ther <'IS v r:· responsible and reliable. 

She l earned to read when she was about five years old. Hor father 

helped her sound out words; flash ca•de er also used. 

Neonatal ~stog: f\ee of F th r t irth of pil G: 
4ge of Mo her at bi h o Pupil C: 

· eight nt birth: 
length at birth: 

7 pounds, 2 o•mces 
202 inches 

2h years 
22 ye r 



Develonmental 
~.:St.~:rx: 

r~ootion:-al disposi tiom HLittln fuss-J"; 
susceptible to noise al'ld sounds; did 
:not :req11ire much sl ee--p. 

(Rfieorded in baby hook) 
Si ts uns~ported: 4-5 months 
Crawls: $ months · 
St.ands alono: 7 months 
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Yda1ks alone: 9 months (at 10 months on boa:1:, -
had good walking l,altmce) 

Wo nail 'oiting 
Wo t,h:umh su.cking 
Te.lking: by age of 2, very plain speech 
Speech di.f£i1Jal·liy: nrn 
'flra:ined easily at 18 months. 
Very indepencent. 
mjoyed working puzzles .at 2 ye,arf1 • 

. Test results on the Gates Prirr:-3.:Z Reading '11est., Form l, 

ao)ninistered dri.ring the ,1eek of September 30, 1963, were ~1s 

follows: 

•,lord Recogn:i. tion .. .. • 
Sentence Reading .. 
Pa1~agraph Re.s:d.i.nr;. o • 

. .. 
'it • . . 

2.45 
2.0 
2.1 

the week of October J.4, 1963, were as follow-;31 

7-7 
7 ... 2 
7 .... 3 

Grade Placement, 

Yfo:rd Re¢ogni tion • .. • e • ., 2 .2 
Instructional lovel.. .. ~ . ~ ~ .. J •• B 
Independe11t level .. .. " ,. • • • • l.8 
Potent,ial level .. .. .. .. ~ • .. • 3.8 
Consonant sonnds.. • .. " .. ., ,. ,. 4 .. 0 
Consonant blends ..... ., • .. .. • .. lhO 
Common syllables. • • .. .. • 3 .. 0 
Blending .. .• • ., .. .. " ., e ~ .. .o 
Let't,er sounds.. .. • • ~ ·~· • .. • 4.0 

quotient scores o.n tho Prima:t•v mental Abilities ':!\:,st nlaced --- . _-;;·, - . _- -- _-- . . .. ~- -~: 

Pripil G in the tbllowing range: 



Oenaral tor 
Coordination 1. 

Verbal ... .......... Bright normal 
Perceptual. ... • • • - .... f·vorage. 
Number .. .. • • • • .. .. • •. ver age 
Spatial.. • • .. .. • .. .. • • · gilt nol'mal 
Total ............... Itrlgbt normal 

Vorbal • .. • • ..... .. Ave 
Pl'lrfo: ea ............ V-ery superior 
Ful.1 Seslo • .. .. .. • • ... • Superior 
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in be.r roo s this pupil was rated by bar toaeher 

as · v rage in b ghiig thin., Tdr.Y in buildJ 

'I'aaaher rating• 
Speed o!' JOQve nt; v-ery f st 
Control or movemcn't.: accurate, precise 
Sldll in general motor eoordi ti.on; 

very .skillful,. 
?oi-so control of tn ·ern.ent; novas 

sU7 

c (fl or 72 in 11 rena except d liru c 

and lea rship_, bare she was rated D). 

poosessos excellent cre~tive ability d orig1.nality of ideas. 

Jlfutno-ry was rated tt g<1od. 

The Social-~. Value 011 the Vineland Socl.~l llat\U'i~z &:al.o W:aG 

12.6. 

co etit-i ve and perf'eotionis !;ic. · ,ove 



Duri _the week _of Jrrrn.iacy 20, 1964, the Celi.form.a Test.!£ 

P~gnali\v, Form AA, wns admiriiatored m.th the follow:Lng results: 

~E?;rsonal. ,adjlustmiEJnt • Pereen til.e 
Su reliance ...... ......... .:. · uo - .. · 
ciena of pw-a:ottal • orth • ~ • • • ~ 90 
Sense o.f pcrsonnl freedom ~ • • • .. 20 
F ling oJ: belonging .. • .. • • • • 70 
Withdrawing t ender cl.es .. .. •. • ... .. 80 
·ervo _ to • • .. • • • .. .. .. i:o 

TOT: Lt _ ....... :.t-----~---·: -
~eia1,. 9Ju,$tmentt 

Social "'tan.dards • • .. .. • • "' • .. 6o 
S-oci · l ekills .. .. ... ,, .. • ... • • .. "' 20 
nti-sotd.al tendencies .. • .. .. • .. • 30 

F'amtly relations • • • .. • • .. .. • • $0 
cehool relations .. ... "' • • • • .. • 40 
Co:mmunity rel tions . • • • .. .. • • • 60 TOTAw_,_, ____ ,_,_,_,, _____ ~~o~·- -

was .as f'oll s: 

Unfriendly 
:ell oised 

Cal:tr1 and Sfili'- trolled 
Gemrally lert 
As::sumes. responsibility illingly 
Spon t ous interest 
Industtious 
Happy 
ell- behaved 

Fam+l;y i?.is;tprl: Brother, J yea1·s l"Otll'lCE!l:" 
' '.l'win sisters. 4 'J'OOr?- young;;ir 

El by t nm 7 months (April.) 

hO 

Fathez·: cnn.did:~t, for bachelor1 e degree 
Uother-: 2 ;rear of coll.age { taught gradG f'i ve 

for two years) 

Fo l _raining: Kindorgarten 
N~ school 
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The AOO's wero lec:rned in ordeI."., being t ught by the father, 

before grade one. year of nursery chool in H ii and a year 

of kindergarten in South C rolina, wh r phonics and letter names 

were taught, were also contributory factors to early re ding. 

The father also used flash ca:rds to aid Pupil G with early reading. 

Her f'iret books included Golden books and Dr. uss' books . 

The follo,,i information was recorded on the 11 ll About " 

(.APPENDIX C) form by Pupil G: 

Grandnother or Grandfather in home: no. 
Favorite subject: drmving. 
Subject liked le stt arithmetic. 
Public library: not vi i ted. 
Library card: no. 
Favorite t levision program: cartoons. 
Comic books: likes to read them. 
Dictionary in the homet yes. 
Docs not read each day. 
Bed-time: 8:00 p . m.; doe not go to sleep i ediately. 
Eats breakfast: yes. 
Eyes hurt sometimes. 
ancing lessons: no. 

Instrument lessons: no. 
Does not try to read the newspaper. 
No schedule for work and play. 
Ambition: to be a school teacher. 
Plans to go to college. 
Subject ne0ding improvement: writing. 
Likes to "play-fl best of all . 
Likes to '1work" least of all . 
FaVt>rite color: blue . 
Favorite gam : n Chase11 • 

fould like t.o ha.ve a pen pal. 
Playmates: older. 

The f thcr of Pupil G also read before grade one. The other 

of Pupil G feels th t intense inter st in ords and puzzles 

contributed to early roading. 
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'upil H 

~d dur:i. 

ltho t obj •c i t ch 

or 
pre ante a Ptt il r I took o .f in Lho ld. rg rt 

c or-tr ining b ckground, 

he other c lld d $0 
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d. Pupil IT 
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of ther t b. of 
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l 
il 

: 8 und, 11 o 
21 i s 

v to .1ork 

q ic ha ; lept 

• • . . . . . . - .. . . .. . . . . . . 

' acb-

9-1 
9-3 
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Because it was f elt that the preceding test did not measure 

Pupil H1 s potential becau e of his performc,nce near the upper 

level of the test, the Gates Advanced Primarz Readi:r;g Test, Form l, 

as administered during the week of October 14, 1963: 

Rrodin& .!!S! 

Word Recognition . • • • • • • 4.5 9-8 
P ragraph Reading. • • • • • • 5.o 10- 2 

ores Oll; tho Dia££1ostic 1eadiAf; S~ales& administered duritg 

the eek of October 14, 1963, were as foll ows: 

Grade Pl acement 

rd Recognition . . . • . 5.7 
Ins tructional l evel. . 5.s 
Independent level . . . . . • 6.5 
Potential level. • • . . • • 8.S 
Consonant sounds • . . . • . • • 4.0 
Consonant blend8 • . . 4.o 
Common syllables • . • • . . • • 3.5 
Blending • • • • • • • . . . • • 3 5 
Lette sounds. • • • . • . . ~.o 

Quotient scores on the Primari ental bilities ~ pl aced 

Pupil Hin the fol lowing range: 

erb 1 . . . . • . . • Superior 
Perceptual • . . • . . • Very superior 
Number • .. . • • . . • . Very superi or 
Motor • . . • . . • . • • • . • Average 
Spatial. • • . • • . • • . . . • Superior 
Total. • . • . . . • . . • Superior 

Test results on the WISC placed Pupil H in the follovring range: -
Verbal • ••• . . 
Performance •• •• 
Full Sc le •••• 

. . . . .. . . . . 
. . . . 
. . . . . . 

Very superior 
V ry superior 
Very superior 

Physical 
Characteristics s 

en compared with the average of other chil dren 

in his room, this pupil was rated by his first 

grade teacher as average in build, health, and 



energy; shorter in height. 

General t or 
Coordination 

Teacher rating: 
Speed of movement: slow 
Control of moYement: average 
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Skill in general motor coordination: 
average 

Poise and control of movement: vorage 

Personal and Social 
evelotmaiit'"rr tin~ 

ScaleAPPENDIX nr: 
Pupil G was rated by his first grade 

teac.'1er as i/l or 2 in each roa except 

dominance, ,,here he as rated #3. 

dditional comments y the teacher indic ted that Pupil H 

has an excellent memory and i,)l : ns his work vri. th f aresight . 

The Social- Age Value on the Vineland Sodal Maturtty Scale 

was 11.3. 

Personali,t.:y;: The mother d scribed Pupil !f as Q' iet, cautious, 

independent in tho ~t and play. Since starting 

scL.ool, he has been m;)re apt to join in cowboy-

games and othor more rough nd tumble activity. 

lfhen l earning a new ski.ll s ch as bike riding, 

he is apt to ,. gi. ve up" as he · very cautious . 

During t.he week of J nm1.ry 201 1964, the California Test E!_ 

Personality, Form AA, .... as a ministered with the following results: 

Personal A d,justment: 
Self reliance •• 

Percentile 
• • • 66 . . . . . . . . 

ense of p~rson l worth ••••••• • 50 
Sense of personal freedom • •• ~ •• • 70 
Feeling of belonging ••• , ••••• 50 
rithdraw:i.ng t nd cies • • • • • • • • 90 

Ne vous symptoms • • • • • • • • • .,.;.•--"'• ....... 9 ... 0 _____ .....,,......_ 
TCYI'ALi 80 



Social adjustment: 
Social standards •••.•••••. 
Social skills • ••• . . . . . 
Anti-social tendencie ••••••• 
Family relations • • • • 
School relations •• 
Community rel tions •• 

. . . . 
. . . . 
. . 

TOTAL: 

P rcentile 
80 
70 
90 
50 
80 
60 

70 

80 

Total !2£. Personal .Adjustment and .:iocial Pdjustment: 80 

The mother reads to her children as uch as possible. She 

feels that discipline is very important al though it is ve.ry dif'-

ficult to follow t,hrough \Tith consistency. i:>p cial cf.forts are 

made not to 11talk down1r to the children. 

The 

was as followst 

Friendly, makes friends easily 
·el 1-poised 

Calm a ct self-controlled 
General y alert 
~ssum0s responsibility willingly 
Spontaneous interest 
Industrious 
H PPY 
ell-b haved 

Family History: Sisters, ages 9, 8, 6, 2 
Ilrother, aP,;e 4 

Father: 
Mother : 

Ph . D. candid..i:tte 
bachelor's degree 

Formal Training:. Kindergarten 

•'bout four y rs or ago, Pupil H built intricate constructions 

with tinker toys and an erector set .. His concentroti n span and 

p tienc were unique - t an early ag3. 
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The ABC.'s , ere known in order before kindergarten s well 

a the names of the letters . ooks in the home include 

encyclopedias and a variet;r of textbooks . .l strong do ire 

to learn was indicated by the mother as the chief contributing 

f-ctor to e rly reading. Pu~)il H is Vi ry much inter stod in 

books cont in:i.ng f ctual information such as science boo.ks, 

information Rb~ut oth~r parts of the world~ d outdoor life . 

The fol lowing information w s recorded on the rt.All About Me11 

(ArPENDIX C) form by Pupil H: 

Grandmother or Gr~ndf~ther in the ho ,: no . 
Favorite subject: arithmetic. 
Public library: visited often. 
Library card:, yes. 
F vorite television progr m: "Red SkGlton11 

Comic books: likes to read them. 
Dictionary in the home: yes. 
Reads e ch day because he likes to . 
Ded-tlmG: 9:00 p.m. ; goes to sleep immedi tely. 
t ats brP kfast . 
Eyes do not hurt . 
Dancing lessons~ no . 
Instrument ls ons: no . 
Read~ the ne spaper. 
Schedule for iork and play. 
Ambition: to be a poet. 
Plans to go to colle~e . 
Subject needing improvement: reading (need more expression) . 
Likes to reac': be st of all . 
Likes to take a bath l east of all. 
Favorite color: silver. 
Favorite _;ame : kickball. 
Would like to hav a pen pal. 
PlayEates: olrl er and yomger. 

Althouc;h ?J.('lne of the older sister read before grade one, 

Pupil H's othor was taught to read by school-te cher unt before 

grade one. 



aIAPTER V 

SUl L4RY AND CON GLUfilONS 

Eight pupil from five elementary school s and eight class-

rooms were involved in this study concerning preschool reading. 

All schools were located in Stillw ter, Okla.hem. Thee theri.ng 

of data during the 1963-1964 school year involved tho permission 

and cooperation of the assistant superintendent of' schools, the 

five principals, the eight classroom teachers, the preschool 

readers and their parents. 

Summary 0£ Findings 

For this project, the case study method was selected in order 

to obtain a more accurate impression of the interaction of factors 

involved in early re ding nd to help in understanding the whole 

personality and environment of the child in the consideration that 

learning to read is a part of a large developmental process. 

The .following is th approximate order in which information 

for each child was gained: 

1. Contact nth each first grade teacher in Stillwater., 
Oklahoma, for identification of preschool readers. 

2. Test each child individually: 
G tes Prima:rz Reading Test 

b. Gates Advanced Primar{Reading ~ 
c. Diagnostic Re~d.in& Scales (George D~ Spache) 
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d. California Test .2£ Personality 
e. Wechsler Intelligence Scale f£.!: Children 

3. Group test scores from the c1lll1Ulative record: 
Primar:l Mental .Abilities Test 

4. Informal tes ts and observational 
All About Me - · -

5. Teacher Rating Forms: 
a. Adjustment Inventory 
b. Personal and Social Development 
e. Physical Characteristics 
d . General Motor 'lliordination 

6. Home Visits 
a . Structured interview 
b . Vinel and Social M,aturity Scal e 

13 

7. Summaries to determine which factors m y have contributed 
to earl y reading of these eight children. 

Because the factors which caused early reading occurred 

in varied :patterns in each individual., the eight case studies 

were summarized separately to give an inq,ression 0£ the total 

situation. Although each of the case has its own distinct 

pattern, there are some common elements which become apparent 

upon close examination and comparison of the individuals in the 

.study. 

Age of Father 

llge of Mother 

TABLE I 

.AGE OF PARENTS NI' TIME OF BWH 
OF EARLY READERS 

RANGE 

21 - 4.3 

18 - 39 

MBDIA 

30.5 

25.5 



Wnight 

Length 

:5 lb. 11 oz. 
8 lb .. ll o-:zi. 

1st inches 
21:f inches 

7 lbs,. l oz. 

p:ronunciatirJn dif.ficult,ies wttilo lea1".ning to talk; one child 

have dif'ficu,lt,y 1vith the loti:.er "r0 J one child difficuli;y 

'With tho lctt,er II f'1i J one had difi'icul ty rd.th t;he lette:r u:rrr; 

one has corJ.tinued difficnlt,;ir with. the letter ''sn. 

Al though most pru"Emt,s felt their childrt,n had walked a.nd 

t,alked 11early, no generalizs1tiGn can l;e made since only three 

ha.d recorded exact times and other pertinent, in.formst,ion $ Lack 

of the parents clJ1:r:l.ng this ;fcHr nniJ: the storage of p$rtinent 

the early childhood. of the 0ar1-y reader. 

home c:n1cil. 'tions oi' all o:Lght chil ::ren were judged to bo 

excellent f'ron both the physical and int.erftmri.ly relationship 

a.spoets~ .l\11 parents spoke 1rl..th pride and pleanure about, their 

children .. 



Instruction 

f1 GE STA RFED 
2 yoars 

.3 years 
4 years 
.5 ;f0n:t:'13 

rr~STRUG'l'OR 

· l\hunber 
of 

Pupils 

l 
0 
3 
h. 

Parent only 2 
Sibling only 2 
Parent & sibling 0 
Kindergarten teachor 2 
Kinderear"l.;en &. family 2 

--,...11·-·.;;;-1;i·b11 ... 

!II 

Inttilligence 
(:;uotient 
Median 

138 .. 0 
..,._...__ 

114 .. 0 
12) .. 0 

ll2 .. 5 
126.0 
~__. 

129 .. 0 
123.0 

Porsonali.t,y
Peree:tttile 
l'Eedian 

20 -
$0 
45 

65 
30 

60 
45 

fi ndi.ngs shown on TABLE III eonc:u..r with the Durkin "th 

statistics in that, none of the earl;ir readers learned to read 

reading and discus:=:;ing · storios and words vrith tho children, 

supplying the childron vdth definite reading 11nterials such as 

books, workbooks, £1.nd flash c.ards., and ansistirig the childreri in 

reading road ai~s, cereal boxes, and television comiuercilll:ls. 

In two c.·ises tho mothers specified that earl;r re0.ding was dt,e 

p:rimar.ily to cu:riosi ty nnd drivo on the part of the child. 'rho 

Yrritc1' gD.i:ned the impression thni;. these tvm mothers felt it was 

Yrrong to have given the child help.. In contrafft" too two ehi.ldren 

specified definH;o, syst,ema t,ic help from one of the p~rents as a 

74.ourkin, ~·t~~. Elomentn:r:x School Journal, LXII, pp .. 15-18 .. 
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fac·t;or in preschool reacting;;.. Both H(iro 1"rom far:ti.lies associated 

with higher ed"\1cation. 'l'hn findings of' Durkin 75 with reference to 

classes a.1•e similar,. 

;\ssis'i:;a:rme with early !'l1a1..tLng came .fro!il p!.:'!:ron'~,s, sitilings, 

kind-ergptrten teachers,, and <}Drih:l:nH'l,:i.ons of thooo. As in Dtirk;L,"t:it s 76 

st,11dy., ~n older sibling h1rvin3: difficulty in. school and :receivi"ng 

help at home ,vas a fm,t..or in early reading in two cases or the 

present .stucy. 

read beforo grade one ~s shoi/'m in. TABLE IV" In cm .. , instance 

before grade one also .. 

'.t?eitl'ler parent read before. grade one 

]?ather only read befo.r1:l grade one 

N'.other o:i:1ly :read 'before gmde one 

Mother and Ft'\ther read before grade one 

l'1other, Father.> and older sirrt,er read before 
grade one 

75Ibid., pp .. 15-18 .. 

76Ibid. 

Humber of homes 

2 

l 

l 

l 



by the writer that preschool raadi.ng on t,ri.e p~rt of parents or 

early readers was not, pursued in the G!tlifornia and York 

studies .. 

In evory inst,anee, parents of t.hesc onrly readers read t,o 

thf1i:r children during ea.rl;y childhood,. Reading on th~J part. oi' 

parents: to preschoolers who learned to read concu.rs with the 

, . . •. 78 reports by Dur kin* 

oducationel background of parents is sh;::i-,m 

Amount oi' Schooling 

111 . --" • l :l years VJ. scmoo 

12 years of school 

2 years of college 

Bachelor's degree (or candid:;tte) 

1'h,. D. (or candida t.o) 

1'rt1.nhex• 
of 

FB,thers 

l 

0 

l 

J\! ltr.iber 
of 

Ilffothers 

0 

3 

2 

l 

2 

backt'l"ound of parents i:u relatio.nship to progress in readir..g., 

78nurk.in, ~ Elen:ie:qf:8;r'1al Sd~9.C:! Jou.ru."-tl: 

79Eddi:ngs., pp,. 1253-1254. 



a:rt:t shown in T.ABL,F VI. 

!:.1ov:i.n.:; ·1 lj end s c':moI :rt~nr, 
f;~~r~ , 1964 

l\:I.oving at end sll.hJ.l,~c:r· ;.;ctool.., 
August, 196h 

1foving afte:c about, ,)1'¥,:j 

yca:rs, 1965 or 1966 

Moving, about 1966 

one-hall' 

78 

VI 

l 

l 

l 

2 

3 

Vat.hers of famili~1s moving ar-e candidates for degrorm 8.'t the 

Oklahmna State University and will be employed elsewhere upon 

completion 

The sition in t,he f r'.mily c,:f the ,:nrly reader is in 

TABLE VII. 
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TABLJf VII 

Position in Ji'amily 'l'himber of children 

Oldest child 

;Jiddle child 

Youngest child 

2 

J 

.3 

The oldest child :tn t,hc family was assisted hy the Idnder

garten teacher in 'both ca,ses. '.l'he middle cl:iild 1'ras assisted 'by 

school and/or fo1::il;y. The younges"b child 'V'!!'S ~:<1sis.t.0d l:iy pr;,y-ent 

or sibling only. 

The num'bor o:f' children per fard.ly in shown :Ln Tt\:SC,E VIII. 

Tl!,BLE VIII 

i:lWID:'.Jl OF ,GiffLIJREl'J PJ'.iR Ft~:JILY 

Ntunbor of Children in Family 

'1'1'-0 children 

'l'hree children 

Four children 

lfive children 

SiX children 

l 

!> 

l 

0 

l 

The number of chilaren per far:tl.ly ranges from two to six~ 

1vith 3.37 being the mean muuber of children per family. This 
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is similar to the California s1?1t\,v by Durkin80 '\'more the ~verage 

number pe:r fatci.ly was three. Ir1 i)he lkrrr York stuayBl 'the average 

number per f'Blii:i.ly was tw::i or .fewer. 

The l'.'eadin~ level of l,he early roaders at the beginning of 

grade ro1.e in Sept,ember" 1963, is shovtfl on T.MlLE IX. 

TAllLE IX 

READING LEVEL l\fI: BEGIU.:lDJG OF' FIRST GRADE 

Gaton Primat;! Readin(~ Test 
· Word Recog;d tion 

Sentence Reading 

Dia~stic Reatjing Scales (Spache) 

'.toz,d Recognition 

Instructional level 

Independent level 

Potent:l.a.l level 

Gonsonazt sounds 

Consonant blends 

Common sylla.bles 

Letter sounds 

Range 

2.23 - 3.7 

1.55 - 3.9 

l.65 ... 4 .. !i, 

1.6 - 5.!5 

1.6 - 1.s 
1.8 - 8 • .$ 

2.0 - 4.0 

.o - !,..o 

~O "" 4..0 

Median; 

2.72 

2.1$ 

3.3 

2.8 

3.5 

.3.0 

80.Durki.n, The Elementa:rv School Journal~ LXII, pp .. 14-18. -



TABLE X 

WECHSLER I~Ti'ELLIGEl\\CE SCALE FOR CHIWRE~! 

Verbal Tests 

Information 

Conprehensi.011 

Arithmetie: 

Sim.l.arities 

Vocabulary 

Digit Span (4 cases} 

TOTAL VERBAL I.Q .• 

Performance Tests 

Picture Completion 

Picture t.rrangement 

Block Design 

Objeet Assembly 

,r.bding 

Mazes (J cases) 

SC.AtID SCORES 

RAJiIGE 

12 - 18 

8 - 16 

6 - 17 

l1 - 17 

10 - 19 

l2 - 15 

105 - 143 

9 -17 

1- 20 

9 ... 20 

9 - 19 

10 -16 

TOTAL PERFORt:IAlH.E I .• Q. 

9 - JS 

104 - 156 . 

FULL 001\J.B I .Q. - ·- 109 - lli9 

MEDIAN 

16 

ll 

ll 

lh 

l2 

lb.5 

ll4 

13 

15 

l3 

l3 

12 

10 

114 

115 

In each of the three categories~ total verbal, total perf.ormanee,, 

and f'o.ll scale., the median I~Q .• falls within the bright normal range. 



iJ'erbal Meaning 

Porception 

Quantitative (Nu.moor) 

trot.or (2 cases only )4} 

Space 

TABLE XI 

SCORES 

H..:111ge of 
Quotient 
Scores 

84 - 127 

83 - 137 

99 - 130 

95 - 109 

91 - 122 

91 - 123 

l\iledian 

llB 

117.5 

102 

101 

114.5 

~~These 'tli"TO cases are repor·bs fror;1 t,he 1954 edition of the P1::imary 
Mental r·hilitios '!'est,,, ~;1he other test re-oorts are from the 1961 
edition ·which doesnot include a. Moto1• Score. 

rfho median scoro of the Verbal l\iieaning., Perceptionjl and 

normal range.. The median score of t,he motor 

fell y,i thin the avertige raniJe. 'lhe total .quotient roodian score 

fell within i:,he br:.'Lght normal range. 

range of scores and :inedia.n scores fo:i' the Pti."!lal"''l Nontal Abilities 

Test. In three cases the early reader scor-ed one range lm1tu' on 

the lS"echsler !ntellig,enc.e Scale .!2! Children thm1 on the PrJJna:r,y 

Mental Abilities Test; in two ca.ses the e?-Xly reade:r~ scored one ------ . . -
range hie)ler on the Wechsler Intelligence Scale f'o:r .Children than 



scored two rnngos hichor on the 17echsler Intelligence Scale for . . - _ ............. 

on· both tests.. The greatest, dincrepancy was the underestimation 

of the intelligerwe of t..h.e brighter children by the Pi:i-P~11.: 

'!Ir ,I. l l\" • , • , .• ,,,. .,,, . d - t1· 1" hs'" . I ~ 11· J.'.'.tOn,,e, ;;1lll.~-'.:.I. Y,J.;:_,i:J lEH'l u. as r.1easuro IJ"',f ,l1t3 ,J'.;C ,;r.;Ol" nwe i~n~ 

Scale £2!. Children.-.. Dnrkin82 found a similar diseropanC°'I..J between 

tho Kuhlmann-Anderson scores {grou.p int,elligence test) and the 

Uevised Stanford-Binet Sc.nl0 (iudividutl intelligence scale)• 
- .. - ........ , ..... I! ........ 

Durkin83 found lJ11,..8 as the median intelligence quotient. for the 

group as meaff!lrod by the Roviscd St.."=l.nford-Binet Scale. The median 
_., • I Nifl 2 ---

intelligence quotient for the gro~p in Stilhm.tor w~s 115 as 

measured by the Wechsler :t.n¥lliQence F?a.Ae £OJ'. Children 2.irl 114.5 

as m~asured by the Primat1: Mental l\bilitios Test., ~.i:he Durki..n84 
4i · _ ......,.....__ 

range of aeores on tho indiudue.1 L"'!.tolJ.i2;ence t.ests was 91 to 161. 

The St,illwater range of sc,.-ores on. the indirldual intelligence tests 

was 109 to 149. The wide r.nngc of intelligence scores t-ends to 

confirm research by Morphet~.ashbUl"ne.,. 85 Robinson,. 86 Gat,es, 87 

and others nhich indioatos other factors besides intolligenae and 

a certain ment,!21.l age a$ being neeessar:J for beginning readi.ng" 

82.Durldn, 

8.3rb1d. 

84 
Ibid. 

The Elementary School ,Journal:) LXIII, p. 148. 
........... ;,.,..-------

85:Morphet·t and Y!ashunrne, pp .. l.i.96 - 50.3. 

8~binson, !h! ~.at~°l'l~ 'l'eac,her,, VIIl:1 p .. 2.35. 

87 Gates, 'l'he El.ement~r.ir SChool Journal, UXVII, pp.. 497-508. 
~ - - .. 
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point to various levels of mental age ~t t.he t:lme of beginning 

A s1.ur1mary of the physical characteristics., height a:nd bt1.i:td, 

M,1ch taller 

Shorter 

Fat, plump 

Stocky 

Thin, mr:1 

Skinn;;r, spindly 

XII 

PHYSICAL ommA CTIER!S11l'.GS - rn:nGH'I' 

't'ABT,J; XIII 

0 

l 

4 
3 

0 

0 

a 
5 

l 

*'Compared with the nveragc or other ehild~n.t in t.liae ::room. 
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i;1111e the physical characteristics height and build for the 

group tend to be average or below, health a:nd e;1ergy were rated 

average and al1ove in each c.1.>.sc. l3ond and Wagner88 stress the 

ne-ed for good healt.h .in beginning reading. 

A summary oi general motor coordin~tior: is gi:ven in the 

following tables. 

'rABLE XIV 

GENERAL f10TOR OOORDII\!t\TIOW 
Speed of ilov:ement 

Speed of lbvement* 

Fast 

Average 

Wel1-eontrolled 

TABLE XV 

GEllTERAL LfOJlOR GOORDIHATIOW 
GON1'H.01 OJ? 2IOVImENT 

liAUDS MID FEET 

Piu.mber of Pupils 

2 

l 

5 

0 

Number of Pupils 

2 

6 

0 

-:lf,Cornpared with the ~v0r<'lge of other children in the room .. 

88nond and Wagner, pp. 98 :t.f • 
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IN GElHffiltL IlOTOR GQORD1I''1ATIOtJ 

f .... t.i>r-8 ____________________ _ 

Skill in Genoral I~otor Coordination,'!-

-----~ ...... 
Very skil.J.ftil l 

S1ti.llfu1 2 

0 

GElJf:;HAL Mal'OR GOORDINA'.i'Ion ....... POISE 
AID OF 1'lCIVE.TulE1'1.P 

Wumber of Pupils 

Moves easily 7 

Little effort 0 

l 

Visible ef'fo.rt nnd uncoordinated 

summsries on TABL:FS XIV, XJI, XVI, and XVII indic~te that 

except 1:"or poise ('i'ATit:&; XVII) where pupils scored high., the median 

for tho. group tends to bo averatre in the various catego1~es 0£ 

89,"I ,.....A. 101.1 JJu.n,,on., P• . r.:;,, .. 

1l- :Compar-ed vr.i th the average of other .childrefft :iu the room,. 
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area of the interaction o.f mot.or control and. l"Htichng :rx:mdtness. 

of 10.3 to 12 .6. This conc1..:ix·s ,.-;i ti1 the stud,y by Orea1·SO which 

shmrn that social maturity bears a considerable an1ot~nt of relation-

s..'lti.p t.o rt';lHdin.ess for readini:; and readin,IJ aohiev:eroont in erade one. 

Go::i:versel:r, Detts91 .f mmd no 8ignificant; re1;1 tionshi9 be'b'J'mcn social 

one. 

On the P<'-irsoml ~nd Social l)evclon:ment Rat.,ing Sc;:ile (liFPE?JDIX D), 
------- _;j ~ ...........___._,~ . 

all children YIGrc r:cited or #2 in each categor:-f w:i.th thesH exceptious: 

1 IY\JJ)il,. #J co.Dpo'lii tion 
1 pupil, #3 persistence 
2 pupils, 113 perfectio:nisrn. 
1 pupil, ;f:, lcL·,der~hip 
2 puJ)ils:1 f/3 dominance 

Durki:n92 o1: t.he 

heterogoneii,y of the eve:rJ other aroa. 

persis-1:,ent,, and c1.rrio~:s.. In ,'-.i: lc~st. t,hroo of foe 

.. 
91ncti,s, PP• 737 - 72r6. 

92-c,-1-, t, • = '"tJ'"' ,.,,~, • c:t G' t: f ,-, d" T +. "- • . Jur.a.~J_, v "'n,.,_;1~ ~ 2..,. £_Cea·1.1:,t:; .,_ns..,ruc,.,1or~, .. 167-170 • 
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Summaries of each component of t,he California. Test o:f - ·~,-...-

]:'ersq:ria.litz as 11ell as the median s_core of each component are 

given i:n tho £:ollovdng tables. 

.Pupil A 

Pupil 13 

Pupil iC 

Pupil D 

Pupil E 

Pupil F 

Pupil G 

.Pupil H 

Group Median 

Tt,HLJ1; XVIII 
G_tl.LIFOIDITA 'l'EST OF PERSOHALifi 

PRRSOMAL ADJUSTMEI\fr 
Sl!":LP RELIANCE 

20 10 §o : 5Q 

The group median for the ~mb-tests of personal a.djustment •s 

highest £or nseuse of personal worth.Ji {TABLE XIX) The writer 

has paralleled this with self-eoneept which Gordon and Combs93 

define as "tho person as known to him.self, particularly stable, Lmpor-

tant and typioal aspect.a of' h:ilnself as he per.cei ves them. rr The 

study by McOord.94 rela,ted improved self-concept to reading progress. 

93Ira J. Gordon and lir'thur W. Oombs, trThe Learner: Self' and 
Perception, 0 Review of Edacational Research,. XXXIX (Decemb""r, 1958), ___ _..... - . 

P• li3.3. 
941\!f-Cord. "ll.'} = ., P• ~· 
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P rco. tile rar : 10 20 30 40 5o 6o 70 Bo 90 95 

Pupil A 

Pupil B 

Pupil C 

Pupil D 

Pupil E 

Pu il ii"' 

pil .. 

Pupil 

Grouo 

'Oil ,t; 

Pupil C 

Pupil 

'O,tlpil 

i 

P pil G 

Pupil H 

di 

roup di 11 

50 6b 70 80 90 95 

0.5) 



Pnpil A 

Pupil B 

P'Jpil C 

Pupil n ,., 

J?u.pil E 

Pupil li' 

Pnpil G 

Pupil fl 

s'd'edian 

Pupil 1c1 

Pupil G 

Pupil 1) 

Pupil E 

Pupil l!"' 

Pt1pil G 

Pupil li 

Group Median 

'1'ABLE .XXI 

PFRS0l'J1\L /i.jJJUS'fi!-ffiJ,J'J:l 
FI]~I"*Ii1IG cw

'_lJGI1fJl\IGI1':Kl 

:f'.fi.BLR XXII 
t'A.T,!'fi'OR!:1B 'I'ES'3' Ol" PtliSOWALJ:T'Y 

.P'E:lt.SDIJAL il'OJUS'J::M.EN£ 
YITTBJ'.iH. 'IEJ':IIJE:JCIES 

10 20 30 

(60} 

tiO 90 



Pupil B 

Pupil C 

Puptl 1) 

Pttpil E 

Pnpil F 

Pupil G 

Pupil H 

Pup:ll A 

Pupil B 

Pupil G 

Pupil n 
Pupil E 

P..ipil F 

l?upil G 

Group Hedian 

91 

•.rAJ:JLE XXITI 

(JO} 

'.l'fd3LE XXI if 
GALU'OHNlf., Pf!lti-Gt\Al,I'I'Y 

L f, DJ1JST li!EN'l' 
CROUP TO'.l.1A,1 

(h5) 



Percentile rankt 10 20 Jo 40 ~o 66 10 So 90 §? 

.Pupil 

Pupil 

Pupil C 

pil D 

11 

il 

Pupil G 

il 

G:ro p ~ (80) 

A EI.XVI 
LIFORNIA TEST Or i LITr 

S~ L Af' . NI' 
SOCIAL SKILLS 

rere ~i\e ranks : ; · 10 20 ~o 70 So 90 
Pupil " 

Pupil D 

il C 

fupil D 

Pupil 

il 

Pi.iDil 0 

pil 

(50) 

95 



TABLE XXVII 
Q\LIFO IA TEST OF PERSONALITY 

SOCIAL ADJUSTMENr 
ANTI...SOctAL 

TENDENCIES 

93 

Percentile rank: 10 20 30 40 SO 66 70 80 90 95 
Pupil A 

Pupil B 

Pupil C 

Pupil D 

Pupil E 

Pupil F 

Pupil G 
Pupil H 
Group Median 

WWW .Il.WIWWWW 

WW 

TABLE XXVIII 
CALIFORtUA TF.ST OF PERSONALITY 

SOCIAL A DJUt>'TMENr 
FAMILY RELATIONS 

Percentile rank: 10 20 JO 40 50 60 70 80 90 95 
Pupil A 

Pupil B 

Pupil C 

Pupil D 

Pupil E 

Pupil F 

Pupil G 

Pupil H 

Group dian 

wwwm iNf 

WWV~WiWWNWWWWVfflW'l: 



Pupil A 

Pupil B 

Pupil C 

Pupil D 

Pupil E 

Pupil F 

Pupil G 

Pupil H 

Group edian 

TABLE XXIX 
CALIFORNIA TE:b1' OF PIBSONALITY 

SOWL fDJUST11ENT 
SCHOOL RELATIONS 

'1ffiWlffl ~ mwwwm l'r.';'1 .MWWN ( 60) 

TABLE XXX 
CALIFORNIA TEST OF PERsO ALITY 

SOCIAL ADJUSTMEI'll' 
COMMUN'rfY Rll.AT • 
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Percentile rank: 10 20 30 40 50 66 70 So 90 95 
Pupil .A 

Pupil B 

Pupil C 

Pupil D 

Pupil E 

Pupil F 

Pupil G 

Pu.pil H 

Group edian 



TABLE XXXI 
CALIFORNIA TEST OF PERSCNALITY 

SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT 
GROUP TOI'AL 
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Percent:i.le r~Jlk: 10 20 30 40 50 66 70 85 90 9> 

.Pupil A 

Pupil B 

Pupil C 

Pupil D 

Pupil E 

Pupil F 

Pupil G 

Pupil H 

Group Median 

T BLE XXXII 
LTFORNIA TEST OF PERSONALITY 

PERSffifAL AND SOCIAL 
ADJUS'l'MENT TOTALS 

Per centile rank: 10 20 30 ho 50 60 70 80 90 95 
Pupil A 

Pupil B 

Pupil C 

Pupil D 

Pupil E 

Pupil F 

Pupil G 

Pupil H 

Group Median 

~ WWWWWWWWWWWi rl'VIW 

wwwwwwwwwm mmwww (45) 



96 

The group median for i'ihe sub-tests of perconal adjustment 

H • 

medinn for the sub-tests social .,:;djust,ment- was highest for 

RJrsonali'l:,y seom to indicate that, the Ge chil.jren exhib,L t G *!sense 
~ ltll!II 

or of of 

f;:,llowl.nr; in:tormat.ion nerits 

or rojoct:ion 

blinking of the eye::. This pupil r:r:nked ~d:, {:,ht, i':Lf.tiet,h percentile 

made a"t, 

The GaliforniJ1 'i'errr" -of l\~r.::1or:.r:li t;y and "All A bout 11e11 cont~ined 
. _ ...,_,,~. - ............ - l" 111..E.'1 

questions concerning vis1.on. Ii.f;Sponsos were: 



l pupil indicated. that her e~s do rwt hurt; 
l pupilt:: indicated thnt her eyes hurt, 'When it 

11ns bright out.side but not when she reiHis; 
2 pupils indicated that their eyes· hurt some ... 

ti.mes but not oft,en; 
h pupiln indicated that their eyes hurt of ten. 

This fortifies Sheldon' s95 concern wit,h the hygiene of 

vision in the :roung child as it :relates to otwly rer,,ding. 

91 

Hm,·ever, one pupil in the group of four v.rhosc eyes hurt o:f'hen 

was exanii:rmd by a."'! ophthalmologist during the course of' th:Ls 

st,udy ·w:ith no disce:t~nible eye defect as it relates to vision .. 

In sever,'.21 cases {;ho 1w:rther am/or tea.char indicated that 

writing cf the preschool reader was not vo~;r woll doveloped. 

:motor skills were adequl:l.tely developed for wrH.ing. 'I'his may be 

su.bstantinted by Hi1dr-cth 1s96 belief' tk"t ''"writine, in contrast 

to readi11g., will seem to be c. tedious., diffi.cult task" ii,rhen 

reader.. };,cd-time for readers was 

scheduled from B:00 unt,il 9:00 p.m.. J:rc:iki'ast wDs a part of t.;ho 

they 11,::td. a schedule fur work and pltiy.. I'fost of the children have 

95sheldo:n., IrEA. Journal, XVI, p. 22. 

9~ildreth, pp. l!,-20. 



Oo:nclusio:ns 

This studz,r h2s emploJcd the casG st,r1qy nethod .in an of fort 

an interpretat;ion of the stud;r of these oight children are as 

followsi 

1.. Th0 home conditions of cl.ll eight children. we.re judged to be 

excellent bot.'h physically and e:nv:Lronmentru.ly. !:nt;orf¢1Juil,y 

2. Each oi the eight parents spoke wit,h pride a:nd ple(;Jsure about 

their early reader. Six p2rcmts freely admitted assistina 

with early rendil:1:f~ through 'drn home or school; t,wo parents 

two children specified definite help. 

teaching aids such as flash cards and workbooks. 

5. .In six of the etcht homos, one or bo 1:Jl parents read bc:t'ore f!,1:'a.de 

one. 

6. lu every instance parents rom:i to i;ho preschool reader during 

early childhood,. 

13.. Outstanding physical characteristics and e:xcepM.o:nal motor 



9. Social ma,turH,;r m}a;;r 

reading .. 

10. Pe:rsonal.i t;y factors such as competition, e:1Jriosi ty, drl ve, 

ll. 

ird'luent,ial in 

result 

from 0rtrls rend:Lng in t,he strnctt11"ed 1i:1d1.lcntional system as it 

eti,sts. 

l2.. 'l'h0 hygiene or vision as it relates to cnrly reading st1.g1;ests 

fu.rthcr study. 

Resultri of this invcstigt::t,ion er,1:!JhasiZ('l the gr~nt naed for 

:further rrtudy of prer;chool reAdi:ng tmd factors ~rhich contribute 

t,,; this comp10::, devel,;:;pmt.:mtal process. 'i'his :resenrch has sug .... 

gested a numhe:r of quentions ;md h,ypotheses for furtS:H,:t"" si,udy} 

l. 'Jha:h is the role of the school in the tencM.nr,:; of enrly 

2. effect 

thti kindergartqn have upon the less mattire child :t'.Ot receiving 

readin; instruction? 

J,. h:e t,here other methods 1t'i3thor tnan tho con·.rentional teaching 

mte'1ods in rea.ding vtl:1i.ch Y!3,1ld not violate ehild d.e.volopment, 

h. 'Wh~t tn'0thod <lo e:,;i:rly !'ta1aders rzain success? Do i:,hey utilize 

tt1e whole--17m:rd mothod pr.il"l;:.iril;1? 'lb whut ~xtent do they 

ut1J..ize sound.s and blonds? 
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$. Is early rending h~ul .to the nervous system of the child? 

lire the demands of early read:ing reflected in nervous habits? 

6.. v'Jhat is the role of the eyo in the early reader? Might lat.el' 

weal<noss in t,he e<Ja develop from early :readi11g? 

7. How does a child pcroei'V'e 1-:1oarning to recd!!·? Does his percsption 

as to vmether it is di.ffioul t, burdenso:r..e 11 exciting, or an 

averydny experience relate to his future success 3nd progress 

in learning to :read? 

B. 1J!Jhat is the role of personality in early reading success? 

9. Is social maturity related to et1rly roading success? 

lO. Is a wholeso100 self-concept the cause or effect (or both) 0£ 

early reading success? 

11. !:re ,current intelligence tests adequate in identi~ .. 1.ng children 

who a.re 11reacy11 to learn to read? Are there factors involved 

whieh aro not measured IT".f current intelligence tests? 1JJhat 

might they be? 

l2. V!ha t are the benef'i ts of ei1 rly :r>cading and how o.ra the early 

gain.c:; relat.ed to future l"Ek'J.d:i.ng success? How long are reading 

gains maintained? 

1.3. Ho-.v is the role of the parent related i:,o early reading? ':.liat 

part, does early reading or parents pl~y in fost.ering early 

reading habits in their children? 

This research has been exploratoir,;r and developmental in nature 

with the aim of' broadeiung and deepening knctt1ledge ~s well a.s to 

present questions for further study~ The exte~t to which opportunities 

to leam to read nha_;,)pe:aed11 or were :1•crc.0,~.:.;odY can.not 'be determined. It 

is conclusive., however, that. children c.an learn to read at an early 
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I'k1me of Teacher School 

:f,hj ld 1 fJ f:.l amo 

l,JJ,JU'i'l1.rrIB:rTI: INVENTORY 

{;hec~ a£;prop:riat,(; qa,b,ef:;o_ri: 
1.. f5ocia1 at.titude: 

3 .. 

Dayd:rean1ing: 

6 .. Interest; 

7.,. Laziness: 

--~ 
friendly, makos f:t'ior>.ds "'l~s:tly 
hos friends 
nnfi~i0n<l1y 
sl:nmned others 

Wf;ll-;,oise.d 
oa.s.-~l.;t ir·ri tn tcd 
incli:r1't:t::l to ei;;:::.tional 01:ttburs't, 

depressed 

cr:1lt1 and self-controlled 
1J.x1;:;asir.,. bi to·s f i~1r;crritlil_s 
sta:r;;r,1era, ne:: 0 vous tics, h,.vperactive 
nervous die-ease 

nlcrt 
gf~'.i1-2.1~all:.J' alort 
SiJl<lo·:;I1, alc.::r""t 

. ' . 1 -_, ·111· 'h-assum0s :respons101 .J.\}Y ·;rn - · ng...y 
frcqno ntl,f irrespoPsihle 
Assumes responsibility un:willingly 
irresponsible 

(ipontancou.E: interest, 
intormi t te..i.t interest 
intorcst,od only :1::"' pl$!y or i~ame 
slir;ht or no interest 

in<lust-:rious 
oc(:aslonGlly rciquires motd:vating 
consi.tJtontly needs motivRtiug 

____ diiTicnlt, to :n.o'l,ivato, li»tless 

8. Happiness: 

-
l1ayr)Y 
frequ.e:nt,ly 
frequ0.'1tly 
moocty 
morose 

ltnppy
u11rmp1;y 



l. 

2. 

.., 
.) . 

r.::: ,,.. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11 .. 

APPENDIX B (continued) 

·;7cll-beh2.11ed 

---
f-cer.;rc1cmt,ly ao.noys other children 
irr(fludent., quarrelsome 
tullies ot.her childi,e-.r1 

;, tti tude ( confident, t,o 1:nferio:.') l 

Gloanllness ( ir::r,,;1c1 il;;,-\,o to · l'''lean) 'd. J,\,,; . . ~ 
·1 2 3 h t' :> 

(oopert,! t,ion (hal1:tbn0l fo coi<;_,J.c,tol~r l ·'cirinc··' - G .1..l-. ,. ;,::-.i.J 1 2 3 4 ' 
·t,ion i'h ~r-·,11r ··'·o \ ~ r, 'I I. 5 !i,~· .. \.'J..).;.. ,) I ..l. L ;J J.:f, 

( (! "l ·«,• to tai)l.,0) 1 ,:, " h ,;'. 
·"''-"·_..[!& .. .) / 

Disposi tton (kind to " \ l 2 J L c' Gt'UOl.J ;; 

Dispositio:>.'.l ( t· .. ' to lJt:!SSiff:i-st.i-c) l 9 ~ l, 5 op ,J.J.,.1:u=n,1.c .... w' J+ 

;:;ffort (indusi.rlo.rn; i,o i<llfL) 1 ..., ..,, L. 5 .1. .:.. .) 

Dorn:i.nance ( ~g(;rc SSi VO iio ~~ 1 '< 1-<,) ·:i (", ,:,, ,; i;~:-.) "I ..., 
3 h 

..., 
,.;;,'>a-:!" .,_;e,. ,,:.·.,~ t:;, ,. ,._ :;:; 

Judg:.nent ( ra tio:.1al to ) l 2 3 }..i. r' .) 

lCG 

lS. Competitive (highly co,,:pet,:i:tivo to l11ck of co1;;~)eti tion) 1 2 .3 11. 5 

16. Perfectioriism (p.orfec't;ioni.fftic to cn:relcss) l 2 3 4 5 

18. 'l'hri.f-h (ma:te1·ials) .( t,:} r;astoft1,l) 1 2 3 Ii 5 \ 

19 .. Thrift (time) to 1.vnst0f·:tl) 1 2 3 4 ·"' '-· -



J1,PPENDIX B (Oon-tinued) 

In conp2,rison v,rith the ;.:.vert1r:e of Gthrn· children in this room, this 
child is; (underlim i'ittin:::; cha1°actoristic) 

Much taller 
T.c:ller 
Average 
Shorter 
Much shorter 

Speed of 
Movement 
Ve17 fast 
Fast 
i~verage 
Slow 
Ver,1;7 slow 

Bnild 
F;-e1~ ·'plump 
Stocky 
c~,rora.go 
Thin, wiry 
Skinny, snind.ly 

11..ccurate, preciBe 
1':'oll-cont,ro llfld 
Jhunbling 

Additional comments: 

Health 
I~:,ti·r!s,, vJ.,5or,011.s 
3Ju;i.~ong, h<cml thy 
},..,ver1ar;e 
Wt,al{ 
[!,ic ~ay' ill 

Skill iu 
Gcn<.orrilLkJ tor 
Coordiw:rl:ion 
r- s1dllfii1 
:::killf\11 
Ii V(1,r:1.gc· 
Cllll:lBY 

Sl.2€ r;,:;;c 
VcrJ energetic 
&1ergetd.c 
i\Verage 
LEith,.'J.:tgic 
'J Gc':lk, VI[>1f! 

Poit:c and 
Con-\..rol "of 
!,lovemont
Loves easily 
Little ef:fort 
ll\rer.J~;o 
Visible effort, 

l09 
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APPENDIX 0 

ALL A:OOUT ME -..-.--
l.. l\Jy name is --------~~----------~--------,,,_--..-...... ---------1.n. st First . 

I am years old. ---- :iy birthdtw is , ,.. -· :o"'"'a:_y ____ M,...o_n_t.,..h-

3. I have brothers~ I have sisters~ ------ -----
4. My Grcmdmothcr lives with us~ Yes lfo - -
$~ My Grandfather lives with us~ Yes · No . --- -

--- people live in my home~ Don't forget to eount ynurselt. 

7. I am in the --- grade in school.. I have gone to school 
___ yea1•s:;. 

B. I~r favori to subj t1ct :i.n school is __ .,._ __ ...... _____________ .._ _____ ___ 

9. The s1;i.bjeot, I like le.!'!st in· .,._~----............ -----..-----------------
10. I go t,o t.he public library~ 

11. I go to the bookraohile .. 

1.2. I hiw~) a library card.. Yes Mo 

l.3. 

lh. 

15. 

16. 

17 .. 

18. 

20. 

I usually read tho T•\T• Guide to find the shows I want 'to see. 
Yes No , .................. 
I watch television · hours each day. 

~ 

I like to :read comic hooks. 

I have n dictionory f':.t home. Yes No . I uso the 
diction&1';r 't;o look t,i:1 WOl"dci.. Ye~ -:--' Mo 7 ...................... 

?lbther or r~ther-
I read because 

I read aomo each day. Yes 
tells me to read each day. Tes ~No 
Ili d Y .........,.1\T..._.. ·· · ke to :rea oacb ,:~9y. es .• o .................. 

Mo 

I usually eo to bed at _ o'clock a I go to sleep soon after 
I go to bed.. Yes No I sleep with a vrindO\ir open .. Yes 
~ - --
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APPE?ID!X C (Continued) 

22. hiy eyes hurt me sometimes. Yee 

I take dancing lessons .. Yes Ho. - -
I am. learning to pls:r an instrument • Yes No ......... -~ 

26 .. Yes No 

27 • I ha·.re a schedule made out, to help mr: know when to work ani 
when to pla-y.. !es No 

~ ......... 
23. I r1ant, to b-e a ~.vlvm I finish school. ______ .._ __ ·~--------
29. I l)lan to go to collego. Ies Ho - -
30. I f.001 th~'1'f., the surJ,jcct I ne(,,d to lrnprovo in is 

Jl. ~:hor1c) are Hmny ·th:l.nge I like to do. '1'he thing I like to do 
best is The th:i.ng I l:tke to do least is 

32. My .i'a.vo:ri 'i.;e colol' is 

3.3. Jiiy fa.vor:.U;e g-::nne is 

.3b. I would like to h~ve a pen pal. Yes -· 
3.$. I loa:cned to read 'ifrhen I was about years old. ----

The por-so:n who helped :ma learn to· reaci was ·----------

The pers-.:m helped me in the following ,:iays 
___________ ._. ______ _ 

38. I learned to read before I went to school because ------
Ny iaVt>r.tte ple.ym.ates nre older . or younger than I 

~ ~ 
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