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PREFACE

The story of Fort Laramie is an important chapter in the chronicles
of the conquest of Western America, Founded in the days of the fur-
trapper, it faded only with the passing of the American frontier, and
during that interval was identified with the principal phases of western
expansion, Located on the mighty Oregon Trail, it watched the great
caravans pass and gave succor, Guardian and outpost of the overland
trail, protector of the emigrant train, supplier of mail service and
telegraph line, it was the extended hand of a distant govermment.

The part that Fort Laramie played in western migration is therefore
very complex, and iﬁ this brief study only a small but important segment
of this historical drama has been included, The years 1849 to 1852 have
been selected because this period saw thousands of emigrants move west,
and Fort Laramie became a great oasis in a land filled with uncertainty
and despair,

The role of Fort Laramie as a military establishment has been dealt
with by many authors, including Virginia Trenholm, LeRoy Hafen, and
William Ghent, Therefore, the author of this thesis purposely did not
dwell upon that particular aspect of the fort's history. Instead, in
this brief study the emphasis has been placed on the other role of Fort
Laramie, that of aiding thousands of pioneers, trappers, and Indians as
they passed along the Oregon, Cheyenne-Deadwood, and Bozeman trails,

For many years there has been some question as to the feelings of these
westbound travellers towards the army, The research for this thesis has

been devoted to answering this question,
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The author is indebted to Mr. David L. Hieb of the National Park
Service for originating the idea of this study and for the use of the
fine collection of diaries and reference works made available at Fort
Laramie National Monument. Mr, Merrill Mattes, Historian of Region Two
of the National Park Service and Dr, Robert L, Munkres of the University
of Wisconsin read parts of the manuscript and made helpful suggestions,
Extensive use was also made of newspaper files, and personal interviews
were conducted with elderly residents now living in the Fort Laramie area,

Most of the illustrative media used in this thesis are from the
William H., Jackson Collection in The National Archives. The staff of
that agency were most helpful in collecting requested research materials.

Indebtedness is acknowledged to Drs, Norbert R, Mahnken, Berlin B.
Chapman, Alfred Levin, Theodore L, Agnew, and LeRoy H. Fischer for their
many helpful suggestions and the critiecal reading of the manuscript.
Helpful assistance was also given by the staff of the Oklahoma State
University Library, especially Mr., Alton P, Juhlin, former head of the
Special Services Department.

Mrs, Molly Reid typed the finished manuscript, and Masoner’s of
Tulsa prepared the illustrations and photostats. To all others who
helped make this thesis possible, the author extends his grateful ap-

preciation,
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CHAPTER I
THE GREAT ADVENTURE

I'1l scrape the mountains clean, old girl,

I'1l drain the rivers dry.

I'm off for California, Susannah, don't you cry,

Oh, Susannah, don't you cry for me. 3

I'm off to California with my washbowl on my knee.
Gold had been discovered in California and the infectious disease known
as "gold fever" had spread, its intensity inereasing with each mile, from
the Pacific to the Atlantic, Thousands prepared for the journey west,
Behind them were the crowded living conditions and the played-.out farms
of the east coast, but before them lay the exciting and unknown frontier,
The midway point, away from the old but not yet in the new, where the
excitement was at its height, was St. Louis, Missouri., Even in 1846,
while on a visit to St. Louis, Francis Parkman found the city to be
virtually pulsating with the business of caring for emigrants preparing
for the trip to Oregon.2

Three years later this same scene of clamor over future farms,
freighting, and gold, and the exeited hurry to "start the wagons rolling"
had increased several fold, The city swarmed with people but the man
most in demand was the gunsmith or the saddler, The United States Bureau

of the Census for 1850 reported 35,979 people in St. Louis County in 1840,

lJames A, Barnes, Wealth of the American People (New York, Prentice-
Hall, Ine., 1949), 180, ' :

2Francis Parkman, The Oregon Trail (New York, Charles Scribner's
Sons, 1924), 1.



By 1850, this figure had jumped to 104,978.° Hotels overflowed with exe
cited adventurers who had the cold chills of anticipation, but who were
blissfully unaware of the difficulties ahead-~for awaiting these pioneers
was the Oregon Trail.

Buropean emigrants arriving in the United States in 1849 brought
with them the dread cholera which soon spread to St. Louis,u The fear
of this disease and the hunger for gold prompted the pieneers to leave
as soon as possible for the frontier, Missouri River steamboats, crowded
beyond capacity, left daily bound for outfitting tewns such as St. Joseph
and Independence., These passengers, hastily departing to escape a feara
ful disease, found that even on the river, cholera did not abate. While
journeying upstream by steamboat in 1849, Major Osborne Cross of the
Mounted Riflemen, passed a steamboat that had been entirely abandoned
after losing nearly thirty pass;ngers due to cholera°5 Other obstacles
such as thieves, outlaws, and mechanical mishaps, were encountered
during the river passage. One gentleﬁan, while sleeping on a crowded
deck, was relieved of one hundred dollars.6 BExploding boilers frequently
tock the lives of many steamboat passengers, The thin sheet metal used
in boiler construction could not stand the pressures called for by the
river captains, On April 27, 1852, while on a river boat steaming up-

stream to St, Joseph, Lodisa Frizzell noted the wreck of the steamer

Saluda which had exploded on April 9, killing two hundred peomle. She

JUnited States Census Report, 1850, 2.

uMajor Osborne Cross, The March of the Mounted Riflemen, Raymond
W. Settle, ed., (Glendale, The Arthur H, Clark Company, 1940), 33.

STbid., 3

6Ja.mes 0, Olson, ed., "The Diary of James Mason, Ohio to California,
1850," Nebraske Historv (Lineoln) XXXITI, 106,



wrote that men were still busily digging graves and hanging on a long
line muddy clothing taken from the bodies,’ In spite of disease, crowded

quarters and boiler explosions, the Missouri River side-wheelers managed

to land a great number of passengers at the various river t@wnsos

When the pioneer disembarked at a Missouri River town, he immediately
found himself in a bedlam of asetivity. An Eastern traveler left the
follow1ng 1mpression of St. Josephs

St. Joseph is a perfect jam, with sharpers ?takin Yem in,°®

“herses, mules, oxen, men, women, children, wagons, wheele
barrows, hand-carts, auctioneers, TUNNeTS steol pigeons,
greenhorns, and everything else you can imagine, and a
thousand other thlngs your imagination will fail to eon-

- ecelve, . Everything is very highj board at a ®one-horse?
hotel :$2.00 per day, and little rats of mules $150, The
folks think the whole United States will be here in a few
days, Ten days ago, a man ecould fit out here at a reason-
able rate, There are hundreds starting froem here, but
they“are the poorest of ereation, I would not have be-
lieved it, but it is a fact, that there are hundreds now
starting on foot with nothing but a cotton sack and a few
pounds of crackers and meat, and many with hand earts and
wheelbarrows,

At Independence and Westport landing, the crowded conditions and
high priees als@ prevailed, By early May, Independence had become a
confused Jumble of human beings and bellowing cattle, While passing
throngh-ﬁhis rlver town in May of 1850, Captain J, A. Pritchard of the
United States Army, wrote thats

"Such were the crowded eondition of the streets of Independence by

"Mrs, Lodisa Frizzell, "Diary", Typewritten copy in files at Fort
Laramie National Monument, Fort Laramie, Wyoming (Copy of MS. in Temple-
ton Crocker Collection, California Historical Scciety Library, San
Francisco, California), 2.

8Irene D, Paden, The Wake of the Prairie Schooner (New York, The
Macmillan Company, 19537, 8.

9William J. Petersen, "Steamboating on the Missouri River," Nebraska
Histogz (Lineoln) XXXV, Number &4, 262.263,



long trains of ox teams and mule teams, men there with stock for sale
and men there to purchase steeck that it was 211 most impossible to pass
along."lo Gambling ran riot and the noise of gunshots was simply a part
of the general hubbub of the spring outfitting season, In order to be
ready for the uncertainities of the peried, such as outlaws, Indians,
and rattlesnakes, many men carried gunsi some for the first time in thelr
lives, One young wife, Lucy Cocke, wrote to her sister thats "Our men
are all well armed., William carries a brace of plstols and a bowle
knife, Ain®t that blood curdling? Hope he won't hurt himselfowll The
Jjob of "fitting out", whether for an individusl or for a family, was
serious business and took time, Families waited at the supply town, et
dured the inconveniences, settled starting dates, and those with animals
hoped that the grass was turning gresn on the prairieolz

While the men purchased the wagons and animals, the women packed
the food supplies and the family necessities, Dishes were packed in
barrels of flour, Eggs found & safe riding place in the corn meal which
could be used up as the sggs vanished,13 The women were more particular
than the men about foodstuffs and included potatoes, squash, rice, pre.
serves, plekles and dried fruits@lu Many unnecessary items of household
furniture and farm equipment were also loaded into the already complaining

e i o O AN 30 A

lOCaptain Jo A, Pritchard, "Diary", Typewritten copy in files at
Fort Laramie National Mormment (MS. in pess, Hon, Jobn I, Williamson,
Kansas City, Missouri), 1.

llLucy Rutledge Coock, "Diary", Typewritten copy in files at Fort
Laramie National Menument (MS., in Publie Library, Modesto, California),
5.

12Paden, The Prairie Schooner, 5.

131bid,, 15.
Wrpaq,



wagons. These bits of furniture and farmer's gear signified a tie with
the past and were, perhaps, the hope of future but distant homes, Often ;
symbols of loved ones and former homes-.bpds, chests, and cribs, were
left by the roadside as loads were lightened to aid the faltering
beasts, Many trail meals were prepared over fires made from furniture
discarded by sorrowful wivesol5

Through trial and ervor, certain items soon became standard trail
equipment, Those experisnced in trail conditions suggested a list of
equipment and supplies which consisted ofs

1, A geod rifle and ammunitionsg

2, Salt, flour, bacon, sugar, coffee, and teas

3. Wagon with bows and projecticns (about $78.00)3
4, Oxen, with yokes and chains (from $70.00 to $85.00 per yoke), and
5, Cows (from $16,00 to $25.00 sach),16

A very important part of gtérting westward was the organization of
the wagon train, Leaders had to be elected and train membership de-
termined, If it happened te be a Mormon train, its officers econsisted of
a captain gnd council of ten.,l? To assure adequate protection against
Indians, most sompanies started with about fifty men of fighting age.
These large companiss could, however, become burdenseme because they ene
couraged the spread of disease and mads organization end diselpline more
difficult, The men who meds up these wagon trains wers, for the most

part, men of character and determination, Many had takesn great care in

ARG

lSENiden@e of this statement may be found in the furniture museum at
Fort Laramis National Monument, Fort Laramie, Wyoming, Many items of
farm equipment, such as plows, forges, wrakes, and grindstonss have besn
found along the Oregon Trail and have been donated to The National Park
Servics for display at Fort Laramle Nationsl Monuwment.

léLeR@y R, Hefen and Francls M, Young, Fort Laramie and the Pageant
of the West (Glendale, The Arthur H., Clark Company, 1938), 218.219.

17Tbid, , 100,



purchasing and outfitting their wagons and the fact that they brought
their families attested to their stability, These peocple were welcomed
into any wagon train, Oeccasionally, members of a wagon train had to re-
fuse an applicant membership in their group. The hardest to refuse but
surest to be a dangerous drag if admitted to a train was the unsuccess-
ful mans one who, having failed in 1life, was hoping to get a fresh start
in Oregon or to strike it rish in the western mines, He was frequently
poorly equipped, undersupplied with food, and net a welcoms addition to
any c@mpanya18

By the first wesk in May, groups had been organized inte wagon
trains and men and familiss were ready to leave elvilization and ecmforts
behind, If all went well, Fort Laramie would be sighted in forty.fivs

days.

18Padem, The Prairis Schooner, 1l,




CHAPTER II
THE ROAD TO LARAMIE

From Indspendence, Missouri, the trail headed west along a "hoghack"
known as the Blue Ridge, & landmark still visible near Raytown, Missouri.
By keeping to high ground, and aveiding the unsven prairle with 1ts
streams and rivers, the piloncers wers able to cover thirty miles the
first day and camp at the Lone Elm, which was near the pressnt day town
of Olathes, Kansas, This was a familiar spot, and was often used as a
rendezvougal |

As the wegons wolled across the often menotenous prairie, the days
passed inte weeks and trail life became somewhat routine, Oeseasionally
the worry of ecaring for their families or the uncerteintles of the days
ahead caused members of a train to fight among themselves, Bach member
of a company had certain tasks assipned by the alected leader bubl, even
under this plan, violense ocecaslicnally broke out over th53@ work dee
tails,? To help alleviate the strain of pralrie travel, many of the

groups had entertsivment around the campfire, and some of the leaders

even insisted that the psople hold dances when possible.
for instanee, wurged this practice on hils Mormon followsrs as s mesns of

fighting apathy and boredom, two problems that were perbaps as dangerous

e Y

ot

Paden, Wake of the Prairie Schooner, 26,

2 — ‘oz s = s )
Jemes Bernnett, "Diary®, Typewrittern copy on f£ile at Fort Larvanls
National Memment (Original MS, in Baneroft Library, Umiversity of
2 ot
California, Berkeley), 3.




as were the hostile Indians,3

Daybreak turned thoughts to the day®s march, and many wondered what
was in store for them., Some groups, such as the Mormons, formed the
custom of meeting together for morning prayer. As scon as the breskfast
dishes had been washed, busy mothers began rounding up their large
families, By this time, the men had hitched up the teams and the train
was ready for ancther day’s march., This typical camp routine was re=
peated day after day,

Except for the quist moments arcund the evening campfire, homes and
relatives became part of the past and were all but fergetten, as thoughis
turned toward gold and the more pressing matters of feod, fuel, Indians,
and water, Creeks and steams now became the most important landmarks

§

for the thirsty pieneersoq
If the trails were packed hard, the trains usually traveled elghteen
to twenty miles during the course of the day,5 However, when streams had
to be forded or sickness and death delayed departure, ten miles & day was
net unsommon,
During the sarly stages of the Journey, it was nob wmswal, when
reaching a stream, to find a toll bridge operated by Indians fron & nesr.

by reservation, Such a2 business enterprise was operated by the Polla.

watomies at the Cress Creek ford,® which waz wnot far from present day

Topeka, Kansas, Soms travellers, not wishing te pay ths tell, resort

Wy The |

jRay B, West, Jr., Kingdom of the Saiuls {Hew Tor
1957), 185,

4 W . 4 ot G 50
Paden, Wake of the Prairie Schooner, 29

5Jam@s Bennett, *Diary®, 3.

bPadgn,'Waka,gg the Prairie Schooner, 39,




to calked wagon beds and luck and attempted to ford the river. Many
wagons were not constructed to be used as ferry boats and aleng the Platts,
several pioneers drowned when thelr flimsy wagons overturned while fording
the river, C. A. Kirkpatriek, arriving at Deer Creeck in June of 1849,
wrote thats PAlready within cur hearing today, twelve men have found a
watery grave while crossing with their stock and effects; and yet this
makes no impression on the survivors,®’

However, in spite of the trouble caused by rivers and stresms, these
watering places, e¢lear in the spring and usually centaminatsd by August,
meant camp sites, grass for stock, and a chance to fill water casks,

Those starting early in the spring months did not have to contend with

the contaminated water holes that plagued the groups that followed later
in the summer, HEmigrants would often think that the clear but stagnant
water found in pools and holes dug in the sand was preferable to the
running water of the Platte, which was often muddyOS It was this clear but
pelluted water that was given the blame for the cholere and dysentery whieh

were so prevalent along the trail and, which made the family medieins

chest a necessity, Henry A, Cox, & traveler in 1849, posted a lstter
from Fort Laramie in which he thanked his wife for ingluding parsgoriec,

%
opiwm pills, and eholera powders among his trail suppliss, 7
Cattle had te have grass, an item which was often diffisult to find,

Since the grass on the plains, in some cases, was nob green until the
=) - 9 >y &

[

e

’Charles Alexander Kirkpatrick, "Diary®, Typewritten sopy in filss
at Fort Lavemie National Momument. (Original MS, in Banepoft Library,
University of California, Berkeley), 4.

BHafen and Young, Fort Leramie, 163.

9Henry A, Cox, "Letter', (Original MS, in files at Fort Laramie
National Monument), 5.
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first week in June, the trains that started early in May had to carry
hay and grain for their animals, Those that started early, and did net
bring sufficient feed, found themseives in serious trouble. James A,
Bleod, in his diary of Sunday, May 26, 1850 wrote: "Grass, grass, where
is the grass, we are toc early for its growth,“lo The early starters
that did bring sufficient feed benefited, however, in that they found
natural forage for the remainder of the jeurney, while those starting
later, in many cases, lost a tremendous number of animals from lack of
grass as grasslands around watering stops beeame overgrazed and barren.
In June of 1850, while near the Platte River, Franklin Langworthy wrote
to his wife in Springfield, Ohlo, "The number of ecarcasses of dead
anmimals increases as we progeed, I think an average of those lying
near the road would be ones each half mile, The odor  is guite anncying,
and with it the atmosphere seams everywhere te be @hargadomll

For the first three weeks of the Journey, the trains followed a
route along the Big Blue River, heading northwest toward the Flatte
River., There was usually great rejoieing upon reaching the Platte, for
this source of water was followed westward for nearly four hundred miles,
However, in addition to the drsaded cholera, it now beesme necessary Lo
post a heavy guard to prevent the Pawmees from stealing @attlealz

The reoad elong the Flatte was often so sandy that the poorly cone

€]

structed wagons soon began to bresak down, Many wagens were driven int

10 7ames A, Blood, "Diary", Copy in files at Fort Laramle Natlonel
Monument (Typeseript of M3, in California State Library, San Franciseo,
California), 1.

llFranklin Langworthy, "Letter®, Copy in files at Fort Larvamls
National Monument (Copy of MS. in California Historisel Library, San
Franciseo), 2,

lZPadén,'Wake of the Prairie Schoonsr, 1.
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the river at night so that the water might cause loose spokes to swell
tight in the holes in the wagon tires.l3 When heavy sand made progress
diffieult along the river, the trains moved to higher ground. Ridges
and hogbacks were utilized also during the early summer when rains turned
the river valleys into quagmires, Pests such as mosquitoes and gnats
made life miserable for both animals and human beings and frequently
forced entire companies to seek higher ground and a refreshing breezealu
Even along the river, it was difficult to ecarry fresh drivking water,
Many plonsers, such as Mrs, Rebeces Walters, boiled thelr drinking waterp
to kill the *wiggle tails?al5 This was a wise prscaution, and the
boiling of water for tea and coffee probably killed some of the cholera
and dysentery ge‘r’ms,,16

Trail 1ife was frequently marred by death and aceident, The fear
of cholera was so great that many emigrants shuddered to think of meking
camp at night, As the blazing hot days and long, cold nights turned
inte weeks, many mounds large and small appeared beside the trail as
lonely monmmments to those who would not finish ths journey, In one in.
stance cholera was so bad in the train that graves were dug during the
evering to acecommodats the remains of those sxpected to explre during
the nighta17 On another occasion, o man who had burisd his wife and

Drpaq,, sz,

lL"Ev idence of this statement may be found nsar Fort Laramis and
Seott’s Bluffs National Monuments, Several ssts of Oregon Treil pute

ars seen, some along the river and some along the ridges, but it i
possible to say that any one set of yubs is the true trail,

i5Paden9'Wake of the Prairie Schooner, 22,

16Tpid, , 17,

L70Liver Goldsmith, ®Diayy™, Typewritten copy dn £iles at Fowrt

Lavamie National Monument (Copy of MS., in Baneroft Librapy, Uni
of California, Berkeley), .
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child, found that he could no longer endure the hardships cof the trail,
A qelfulnfllcted bullet wound ended his unbearable grief and the following
morning a group of men, including E. S, Engalls, laid the body to rest in

& lonely, ummarked trailside graveols

This particular suicide cecurred
within sight of Fort Kearneyalg

Occasionally a train erossing the empty plains would meet a company
returning to ¥the states." The experienced bul disappointed party would
tell of the hardships ahead, the disease, the Indians, and the storms,
Often these stories would induee some the less stalwart in the weste
bound train to lose their courage snd return home with those whe had
given up. While on their way to Califernia in 1850, James Bermett and
his group met such a train returning to Independence, This train had
besn hit by echolera, and orly twenty-five of the original fifty-two men
were left, and half of the women and children bad alse bsen killed by this
deadly diseaseo20

The scont of the newly dead attracted welves, These shadowy
dwellers of the plains became a nightmarve te the harrassed travellers,
Coffins were not te bLe had, unless some one eould spave the boards Lfrom
& wagon bed. Griefestrisken relatives had only to look apround them to
know that by tomorrew there might be a large burrew leading down into the

TTCR A A TG S S AT

18Eo S. Engalls, “Diary®, Typewritten copy in files at Fort Laranie
National Monument (C@py of MS in Banecroft Library, Unlversity of
California, Berkeley), .

port Kearney, Nebraska, established in 1848 as the first of three
ferts losated to guard the overland trails, The others, Forts Laramis
and Hall, were garrisoned the following year, Aband@nﬁd in 1871, the site
of Fort Kearney, now a stats park, was south of the Platte Rlvmr aboub
seven miles BSeouthwest of the ity of Kearney, See Lyke B, Mantor, "Fort
Kearney and the Westward Movemﬁnt # Nebyraska History, XXIX (194 8), 1754
207,

20 ,

James Bermett, wDim:"\"M 3




grave, The scattered, sun<bleached bones from other graves teld this
tale of horror. By burying children in metal or rawhide trunks, an ef-
fort was made to defeat the wolves and their fiendish appetitesozl

The cholera scourge along the trail prastically ended at Fort
Laramie. The correspondent, "Cheyenne” wrote from Fort Larswie on July
8, 1850 thats "Sickness had been severs as far as Laramie, but beyond
there was little mortality." He went on to explain that of the sewven
hundred "Who now lie buried betwsen hers and the Missourl,” nine-tenths
died of carelessnass and lack of experience and @leanlluag;anl

As the dally activities became more and more routine, many men
sought activity in hunting wild game. Companiss that left the Missouri
River towns sarly in May found that, along the Platte, wild game was
fairly plentiful, Many ploneers had the good fortuns to enjoy roast
bear, roast antelepe, fried hare, and fried f@w’loz3 Thus, for a fsw at
least, it was possible to break the monctony of salt pork, These who
travelled later, however, found just the reverse to be trus, By July
what 1ittls wild game there was had either been killed or had dis-

3,

appsared inte the hills., In 1850, Henry J. Coke described sn lnterest

trail meal ass "Jim killed 2 hare and a rattlesnake, They were all
capital eating, not excepting the snake, which the person cooked and

Wt = 3wk
thought as good as eel,

For those that were short of provislons but had cash, several entepr
prising trappsrs had set up trading posts slong the tesil. As esarly

e A A e

21H@nry Jo Coks, A Ride Over the Rocky Mountadns to Oregon and
California (Lendon, 18527, 101,

-~

22Hafeon and Young, Fort Lersmis, 163,

ZBCokey A Ride Over the Rocky Mountains, 119,
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as 1848, cne of these roadside merchants, Antoine Robidoux, had dis-
played a sign advertising tinware at his trading post near present day
Scotts Bluff, Nebraska , 25 Margaret Stuart Bailey passed this establishe
ment in 1852 and wrote in her diary thats "Pgssed a Frenchman®s black-
smith shop, His wife, a squaw of the Sioux tribe, sat in the deor of
their hut rolled in a scarlet blanket, Leoked rather scber but well,
Another sgunaw was on horseback chasing a drove of horses and mules., She
was only half dressedn“26 The lack of dress on the part of Indian squaws
annoyed the white women.

It was common knewledge, however, that prices at thess wayside
mercantile houses were much higher than prices for similar ariticles sold
at Fort Laramie., At the fort, the commanding eofficer was empowered to
set a fair price on goods seld at the sutler®s store and to maks sure
that the sutler kept an adequate supply of trail necessities such as
sugar and flour.! In 1853, prices at the store were: "Dried apples,
twelve dellars per bushel, vinigar l;ig? two dollars per gallon, Every-
thing else in proportionowza

Even if food was obtainable, it was difficult to find fuel over

which to cook a meal, Fuel was very scaree on the treeless plains, and

- 123;

25Paden, lske of the Prairie Sghooner, 119, This 1848 billbrard
simply read, "Tineware, by a Rubidus,® His roadside store was lecatsd
at Rubidue Pass near the present town of Seotts Bluff, Nebraska,

,

ZbMargaret Stuart Bailsy, "Diary®, Copy of MS, in files at Fort
Laramie National Monument (Original MS., at Humtington Library, San
Marino, California), 6,

27The records frem Fort Laramie show that the comnanding of ficar
appointed = monthly committes of jJjunior offieers to tariif ¢ goods
sold at the sutler’s store. (Courtesy National Archives.) Juns 1%, 1850
Adjutant®s report.

28

Hafen and Young, Fort Laramie, 202,
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buffale chips were found to be a good substitute for i":h*'ews::u:sd.,29 By 1850,
Ash Hollow,30 a favorite campsite, was stripped ef all vegetation that
could be used as fuel, L

By stopping at campsites such as Ash Hollow, emigrants had a chance
to repair wagons and equipment or to wait out a famous Flatte Valley
storm as it loosened its deluge of rain and hail on man and beast, 2
Occasicnally, upon reaching a good campsite, there was a tendency among
some companies to remain in eamp for several days so that members of the
train couvld repsir wagons or nurse the sick, However, most leaders
realized that theres were many trains on west and that sach delay meant
less grass and more polluted water ahead, so they had their trains rolling
by dawn.

As the trains procseded west, following the Platte River valley, the
scenery that had besn flat prairie now began to take on a more forelorn
but distinet outline of windswept sand hills and broad, flat mesas, This
change in the charscter of the surroundings announced to all travellers
that they were entering the realm of the mighty Sioux, a warlike tribs

e e e B e

29The dried exereta of buffalo, referred to as buffalo chips, is
mentioned in many of the letters and diaries of the pionsars, Thls LeEm,
buffalo ehips, also applied to the excreta of sattle and n1MﬁJ
general.

30ash Hollow, one of the famous and favored camping spots on ths
Oregon=California Trail, could be reached from the North Flatte Valley
to the sast ordly by erossing a range of hills, This approach, however,
is much less spectasular than that down the femed "Windless HILLY™ on
the trail frem the "Lower" Californiz Crossing near Bruls, Nebraska.

I games Abbey, *Diary®, Typswritten copy on file & F@FL Laramie
National Monument (MS. in Banersft Library, University L Califernis,

Berkeley), Lo

JI2Carlisle S, Abbott, "Diary¥, Typewritten copy in files at Fort
Laramie Naotional Monument (Original MS, loeated in Baneroft Library,
University of California, Berkeley), 2.
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that had not been civilized, Fortunately for the pioneers, 1849, 1850,
and 1851 were fairly peaceful years along the trail as far as the Sioux
were concerned, Indians were seen nearby and at times entire Sioux
villages were within trading distance of the trail, In spite of this
nearness of Indians, however, the majority of the trains had 1little
serious trouble with them during the very early years of westward ni.
gration,

Travellers found that Indian customs were quite different from thoss
practiced by the whitses and at times might prove disturbing to an Illinois
farmer, For example, one that was most urmsual was the way in whish the
Sioux buried their dead, The departed Siocux were "buried" in trees, and
on moonlight nights it was often disconesrting te the pioneer to awaken,
look up inte the branches above him, and find that he had campsd beneath
a burial tres, The bodies were bound in smoked buffalo hide and a few
simple items such as a pipe or a few hawk bells were often included to
help the departed®s splrit on its way to the great beyend, If these wers
recent burials, the awakensd traveller would have to meve up windOBB

John G, Ellenbecker, passing through Sicux territory in 1849, wrote
thate ¥A joker in the erowd almost lost his wifs teo a Sioux brave.” It
seems that a party of Sioux had sntered the emigrant cemp to trade for
whiskey, One fellow jokingly offered to trade his attractive wife for
five Sioux ponies, The brave that he was negotlating with said “me trade®
and laft te get the ponies. The brave soon returned with the ponies and
the situation turned explosive as the Indians wers geing to fight for tue
white woman, The Indisans, however, were given food, whi@h was 111l spared,
and left in s disgruntled frams of mind, The man who had started the

A T A T S TR

33 o s g
P301aver Goldsmith “Diary®, 4,
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whole affair was severely chastised by his fellow emigrantso34

When the wagons finally rolled past Chimney Rock,35 which is near
present day Bayard, Nebraska, and Scott®s Bluffs, the pioneers knew that
Fort Laramie was less than ten days journey. The ploneer wife had stood
beside her husband against the Sioux, she had fought wolves, and she had
seen her children laid to rest in trailside graves, Now, she and the
other weary emigrants could lcok forward to getting supplies, repairing
wagons, and above all, having an opportunity te send and receive mail,
In 1850, Cornelius Knapp reached Fort Laramie and posted a letter to his
brother, Charles Knapp in Albany, Illineis, Knapp wrote that:s "If T
had in the States what I have throwed away since I left the Bluffs, I
would have a small fortune-wagons, harness, clothing, all but pro-
visions,"36

Henry J. Coke, near Fort Laramie in 1850, wrotes

Most of us are suffering from severe dysentery; I for ene

have swallowed nearly an apothecary®s shop full of paregoriec,

opium pills, and cholera powders., The sickness is possibly

owing to the change of diet and general mode of living, It

is fortunate that we are so near medical advieej sush severs

attacks in the prairies would no doubt have left one of us

by the roadside,s’

On dune 21, 1852, Claire Warner Churchill paused near Fort Laramis
and wrote in her diary thsats "We sat under a tree and ate dimner the
first time for several months, and how pleasant to sit under a shade

3LpJo]cm G, Ellerbecker, "Diary®, Typewrlittsn copy in iles at Fort
Laramie National Momument., (Copy of MS. in Banersft Library, University
of Califernia, Berkeley), 2.

35Chimne;y*Rc©k9 one of the great landmarks and scsndle coriositiss
of the North Platte Vallsy, is mentioned by virtually sll Jouranslists
traveling the nearby trails,

36Cornelivs Knapp, “Letter®, Original in files at Fort Llaramie
National Mornament, 2.

37Hafen and Young, Fort Laramie, 160,
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once mors, It seemed like our old home where we were raisedo"38
Another pioneer, who was fortunats enough to survive the trip to
Fort Laramie, wrote heme in 1852 and gave the following advice:

If any one wished to take hens, they can manage a half
dozen or so with little trouble, There ars some in our
company, and they ride well, being let out at evening,
and have laid nearly all the way. Good butter cannoct

be made on the road and such as we have is little cared
for, A ean helding six to twenty quarts keeps ocur sour
milk and cream, and makes our butter by the motion of
our wagon., Everything should be earried in tin cans and
bags, Pickles, and, I presume, pork, can be kept in cans
while air tight., The dried eggs were & failure with us.
Take nothing for use after getting through excepting
money, of course, tho? I can assure you, you will have
much less of that than you expected, when you get there°39

One traveller deseribed the first sight of Fort Laramie as: "The
first sight of stone buildings was very exhilarating., The Yankee flags,
the lines of tents, and the attempts at cultivation, were undeniable
proofs that the first stage of our journey was at an endo"uo The emi-

H and

grants usually cireled thelr wagons about one mile from the fort,
for a few hours they could rest and perhaps recelve new courage and

stamina for the long journey ahead.

Brrsd., 202,
39Tbida, 203
hoThid., 160.

Hlpue to the terrain nesr Fort Laramie, the only sultable area for
camping that was not under cultivation was situated one mile west of the
pest, Teday, such articles as wagon tires, water cask lids and rusty
guns give mute evidence of the westward bound pleoneers whe paused for a
few hours or for a few days at the largest military post on the Oregon
Trail,



CHAPTER III
FORT LARAMIE

To the pionsers struggling across the plains, Fort Laramie had come
to represent rest, safety, and hope. Now that they;WQre actually camped
nearby, many found it diffieult to wait for daylight when they could pay
a visit to the fort and its blacksmith shop and sutlsr’s stere,

Sunrise, accompanied by distant sounds of bugles and barking dogs, an-
nounced that Fort Laramie was ready te play host to the multitude of
wondering people,

As they approached the fort, the travellers noticed that the main
buildings were situated on high ground, surrounded on three sides by the
Laramie River, It was also evident that the fort was ideally situated
from a military point of view because it was surrounded on all sides by
high, barren hills which made it impossible feor anyons to approach withe
in gunshot without being seen by the guards. To the experisnced Indlan
fighter, this natural protection mean£ that a wooden stockade was not

necessary, but to many emigrants in 1849 Fort Laramie looksd very

syt ]

lThe word sutler is of German origln and mesans store Keeper,
American military posts usually had a sutler who sold such necsssities
as tobacce, seap, blacking, and clothing, At the larger posts, thess
stores became a smalletime version of the present P.X. and sold toys,
tonies of all typses, hardware, and candy besides keeping an adeguats
steck of soldiers® needs, The sutler received his commission from the
Searstary of War and those that received a lucrative post, such as Fort
Larsmie, wers often able to retire after a few years and live comfortably.
Besideés his regular store dubies, the sutler at Fort Laramis also had
charge of Indian treaty goods, (For additional information concerning
the sutlership at Fort Laramie, see Merrill J, Mattes, The Post Sutler,
U.S5, Natienal Park Serviee Bulletin No, 16, (Washington, Govermment
Printing Office, 1948),

19
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unpretentious,? The old fur trading post, Fort John,- now used as a
storehouse, dominated the entire scene, but the tepees of the Indians
camped near the fort also caught the glance of the approaching pioneers,
The Indians were there tovtrade, just as they had been doing since 1834
when the first Fort Laramie was built, but now they were greatly excited
because the American Fur Company had sold out to the seldiers; and the
édvancing vioneers had brought cholera to kill all Indianso“

After passing the advance guards, the visitor of 1849 found an at-
mosphere of busy unconcern as the troops worked te finish their new
barracks before the winter snows. The lumber used in these quarters was

made from timber hauled from nearby hills and sawed in the water-powered

20n the map of Fort Laramie, which accompanies this thesis, a2 pro-
Jjected log stockade is included., However, like the majority of western
forts, Fort Laramie, while under military econtrel, had nc stockade. In
the case of Fort Laramie, the following reasons have been advanced as
to the lack of a fortified walle: 1, Emigrants passed by but did not
settle nearby. Therefore, they did not require the type of protection
rendered piloneers along the Mohawk Valley whers, at the sound of the
alarm gun, the farmers rushed into the fort; 2. The troops wanted
freedom of movement to and from the fort and did not want to ride in and
out of gates; 3, Since western forts were used for treaty making
purpeses and since Indians got free food with each treaty, there was no
reason for the Indians to fight at the fort and lose this free food, and
4, Western tribes just did not attack large numbers of armed men in a
large mumber of buildings, Until 1854, Fort Laramie was always garri-
soned with less than one hundred men and was more of an ald station te
picnesrs, However, after 1854 the garvison strength of this post was
always over six hundred men., The author of this thesis thinks that the
reasen is most likely a eombination of numbers thres and four, becauss
when Lieutenant John Gratten and twentye-nine men were killed by Sioux
in August of 1854, near Fort Laramie, the fort was left with less than
fifty mens but instead of attacking the fort thaltl had sent men out to
arrest them, the Indians remembered their treaty food and withdrew.

3Named after John Sarpy, segretary of the American Fur Company.
bcorrespondence dated August 14, 1848 between Eneas Mackey and

Major Gensrsl Thos, 3. Jesup, Quartermaster General, Washington, D. C.
(National Archives, Washington, D. C.).



sawmill down by the river.5

The activity of Willard Richard's Company was doubtless typical of
some of the parties that passed through Fort Laramie in 1849, Black.
smithing and general repair work engaged part of the men, some did
trading at the fort, others went fishing in the Platte or Laramie River.
Many of the women busied themselves with washing and baking while others
gathered chokecherries and currants.,6 In all probability, many of the
group also paid a visit te the long, low, adobe sutler’s store,

To accommodate all customers, the store hours wers from guard mount
until retreat.’ It was also understood that the sutler would not “sell
or dispese of articles intended for the command, until the same shall
be submitted to the couneil, tarriffed, and the proceedings approved by

n8 The steore must have held great attraction for

the commanding officer.
all ages, Flour, salt, bacen, and other foocdstuffs essential to the
Journey could be obtained. Eggs, when available, were sold by the pound,

not by the dozen¢9 It was here alse that Ayer's Sarsaparilla, Red School

5a prime reason for selecting Fort Laramie as a military post was
its nearness te a source of timber and limestons, Both of these items
were found thirteen miles northwest of the fort near the present town of
Gurnsey, Wyoming.

Hafen and Young, Fert laramie, 130,

"Fort Laramis "Orders 119", September &, 1850 (War Department Records,
National Archives, Washington, D. C.). ‘

81bid,

9While employed as & ranger-historisn at Fort Leramie, the author
had the good fortune to locate several small pictorizl cards which ad-
vertised the products mentioned, These cards, which were lithographed
in 1850 and 1851, were found while repairing the store building. It
seems reasonable, therefore, to assume that the produsts so advertised
were sold and used in and around the sutler’s store. According to a
cookbook published during this time by the Granite Iron Ware Corporation,
ten average size eggs made a pound of eggs,
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brand shoes, White®s Perfumed Soap, long braided black licorice, and
liquor could be purchased,

The store building was only forty feet long and twenty.five feel
wide and was always crowded during the emigrant season which started in
May and did not slacken until September. The walls, which were made of
adobe brick, were over two feet thick and were construsted for strength
and insulation, not for protection from Indians, It was probably inter-
esting to the Eastern housewives to find splay type windows used in
this isolated building on the western plains., This feature let in more
light, which was Aimportant sinée the long room was lighted by a single
lantern hanging from the eeiling, Three long raeks, made of iren rods,
also hung from the ceiling., These were the dressgoods display racks that
kept buckskin shirts, ribbons and lace, and military clothing out of
reach of dirty hands and sheoplifting Indians, A firsplace at the north
end of the room provided the only warmth., This simple room becams the
department store of the west,10 Behind this salesroom, the sutler had

a few shacks for his empleoyees, a hen house, dnd a log corral to hold

loIn‘1849 and 1850, no one dreamed of the impertant rols that Fort
Laramie was to play in the formulative years of the new west., By 1870,
this fort was at the junstion of five important trails, and it was
virtually impossible to travel east or west or north or south in the
west and not pass through Fort Laramie, These five trails ineludeds
the short lived Pony Exprsss of 18603 the Bozemang the Mermony the Orsgong
and the Overland, By 1877, the Cheyenne to Deadwoed Stage was siso
making Fort Laramie a regular stop., The sutler’s store, bullt in 1849,
served the needs of all, This store building is still standing and is
now referred to as the "oldest building standing en the western plains,™
The adobe brick used for construetion of this and other buildings at
Fort Laramie is thought by some, ineluding Irene Padeng to havs come
from the old American Fur Company fort which was handy at the Seuth end
of the parade greund,' Through the years, the store played hest to the
famous and the infamous ineluding: Brighsm Young; Williem F. Codys Jemes
B, Hickok§ Martha Jane Canarys Mark Twaing Howrace Greelsy, J.E.B. Stuarts
Wo T. Sherman, and Kit Carson. Indian chiefs such as Spotted Tail, Crazy
- Horse, and Red Cloud visited the fort many timess and probsbly traded at
 the store, ‘
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stock taken in on trade,
While at Fort Laramie in 1849, Mrs, John Hardenstein described the
interior of the sutler's store:

The long eounter was a scene of seeming senfusieon, not
surpassed in any popular, overcrowded stors of Omaha
itself, Indians, dressed and half dressed and undresseds
squaws, dressed to the same degree of completeness as
their noeble lords§ papooses, absolutely nude, slightly
not nude, or wrapped in calice, buckskin, or furs,
mingled with soldisrs of the garrison, teamsters, emi-
grants, speeulators, half-breeds, and interprsters,

The room was redolent of cheese and herwring, and "heap
of smoke®; while the debris of the munched erackers
lying loose under foot furnished both nutriment and
employment feor little bits of Indians too big to ride
on mamma’s back, and too little to reach the good things
en counter or shelves.il

By 1850, the military had made some provisions for the repair of
wagons and, while the women were in the store, the men prdbably worked
in the blacksmith shep, which was losated north of the main group of
buildings. In May, Captain Stewart Van Vliet, Quartermaster at the post,
had written te his superiors fequesting that the sum of five thousand
dollars be appropriated "for the purpose of srecting sultable work shops
for the use of the emigrants who annually go over this route toward
California and Oreg@no"lz Capteain Van Vliiet continued his letter as
followss

This is the most impertant peint on the entire route, &

some 650 miles from the frontiers of Missouri, By the

time the emigrants resch here they gensrally find that

they have many alterations to make before entering the

mountains, & the govermment should offer them every fa-
cility for deing so,

s

3 . . ; . . o s ‘

“1L©u1se Hardenstein, "Diary®, Typewritten copy in files at Fort
Laramie National Monument {Copy of MS. in Banewoift Librery, University
of California, Berkeley), 7.

120fricial correspondence betwesn Captelin Stewart Van Vilet, A.Q.M,
at Fort Laramie and Major General Thos, S, Jesup, Quartermaster General
U,S.A, Waskington, D.C, (Military Records, Natienal Arvchives, Washingten).
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These people require considersble assistance in the way of

repairs, which I render, as far as it is in my power to do

80, Knowing from my experience of last year that such would

be the case, I burnt during the winter a large amount of

coal, collected 2 large quantity of old iron which had been

thrown away by the last emigration, & prepared temporary

workshops for their use. '

Loads are generally lightened & rearranged at this place &

such things as are not abselutely necessary are elther sold

or thrown away. Wagens which in the states cost a hundred

dollars are sold for five, The saecrifice of property on the

plains is immense, I should think at the lsast calculation

that over one half of the transportation which leaves the

states is entirely lost,i3

While mest of the men wers repairing equipment and the womsn wers
purchasing supplies, other members of the train were in line at the
post office hoping te be among the fortunate whe rsceived letters from
the east, Perhaps of all the services provided by the govermment at
Fort Laramie, that of mail serviee was the most appre@iatedoln Official
mail servise by way of Fort Laramie to Salt Lake City was inaugurated in
the summer of 1850, Samuel H, Woodson was awarded a contract for transpors
tation of the United States mail from Independence, Missouri, to the
Mormon capital, menthly each way on a thirty-day schedule, for $19,500
per year, UNo mail stations were maintained ard ons team or set of pack
amimals was used for the entive trip.~> Quite often, a letter to the
east was simply entrustsd to the eare of a tesmster or a wagon btraln
eaptain, Many of the diarists to whom we arse indebted for accounts of
California in 1849 and 1850 mention receiving and mailing lstters at
Fort Laranie,

131pid,

14R@b@rt'wo Riehmond, "Development Along the Overland Trail From

the Missouri River to Fort Lareamie, Before 1854," Nebraska History
(Lineoln) XXXIII, 157,

Laten and Toung, Fort Laramie, 171,




After purchasing supplies, repairing equipment, and checking the
post office, many men took time to stroll aroﬁnd this newest military
fort on the Oregon Trai1,16 The travellers of 1849 and 1850 were
frequently disappecinted at the small seale of the operations carried on
at Fort Laramie but by August of 1850, at least a dozen buildings had
been finished or were under construectien, and these wers admired by the
ploneers,

As they walked soubh from the store, the sightseers scon approached
the first building of intersst, the powder magazineo This 1little

bullding was finished in 1850 and was made out of stone and lime con-

y
‘crete,l’ The unusual feature about the magazine was its roof which was

eonstructed of a triple layer of woed supports, sand in the middle, and
flat stones on top,

After leaving the powder magazine, it was only a short distanee to

16Fort Laramie, originally Fort William, had been built in 1834 by
William Sublette, and Rebert Campbell as a fur trading post., The log
stockade was situated on the Laramie River and became known as the fort
on the Laremis or Fert Laramie, In 1835, the fort was sold to Jim
Bridger, whe in tirn sold out to the American Fupr Company in 1836, In
1841, the owiginal log structure was abardoned and & new fort msds of
adobe briek was censtructed nearby. This fort cest the American Fur
Company $10,000 and was called Fort John in henor of John Sarpy, seers-
tary of the company. This adobe fort was sold to the United States
Govermment on July 26, 1849 and became military Fort Laramie, Crcgon
Route, For additionsal information on the early history of Fort Leramie,
see LeRoy R, Hafen and Franeis M. Young, Fort Laramie and the Pagsant of
the West (Glendale, The Avthur H, Clark Cempany, 1938},

L77he powder magazine is still standing at Fort Laramie and has ree
eently been restored complete with a three layer roof, From 1850 until
July of 1876, this building was used for storage of powder and shot, By
1876, other structures, mostly officers® quarters had surpoundsd the
magazine and it was deemed wnsafe to have gunpowder so nsar women and
ehildren, In July of 1876, the old guardhouse by the river was turned
into the magsazine and instead of the powder being nsar the officers?
quarters, it was new directly behind the enlisted barracks, For ad-
ditienal information on the old powder magazines, see the enginder's plans
on file at the National Archiveés, Washington, D. C.
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the next building, a newly erected officers® quarters called Old Bedlam
because of the many wild officers’® parties held under its roof, Bedlam
was a large wooﬁen structure with wings on either side and stairs coming
dovn from the balcony. This had been the first building construeted out-
side of the old fur trading post and was said to have cost over thirty
thousand dellars,18 For the first few years that Fort Laramis was under
nilitary control, Old Bedlam served as post headquarters, home of the
commanding officer, and heme of the bachelor offiecers, This officers?®
quarters also housed the officers? elub and was the scene of many gay
dances, 1Y

Continuing on their tour of inspection, the plonsers turned at the
south end of the parade ground and walked past old Fort John, Turning
north, the men next continued aleong the sast side of the parade arsa
past the two stables and preobably noticed the new guard house down by
the river, The enlisted men whe had been confined in charge of the
guard were probably walking punishment tours with sacks of grain on the sir
backs and a ball and chain on their legazo

The exeursion around the fort ended at the store, and after a few

pleasant goodbyes, the companies hiteched up thelr repalred wagens and

18Hafen and Young, Fort Leramie, 156,

190f 211 the remnants of the fort nens se embodies the past of the
early western mlllbary period as dees Old Bedlem, first afficers®
quarters, It is the one survival of the original willtary establishument
and is now being restored, Built in 1849, it was for j@%f% the center
of the soeial life of the pest, In his historieal novsl, Laramis, or
the Queen of Bedlam, Captain Charies King has rearsated tnu 1ife in the
barracks and woven remance about Bedlam,

Oy complete records of courts martial cases frem 1849 through
1854 and 1857 through 1890 are on micrefilm at Fort Laramie National
Morument, The original decuments pertaining to these cases ars in the
National Archives, Washington, D, C.



27

started back to camp, Horses and mules had been traded ﬁor fresh stock,
supplies had been procured at the store, and the women left in camp had
had time to do the family laundry and to bake bread for the journey ahead,
California was still eight hundred miles away, and they would not get
there sitting around the campfire at Fort Larsmiey so the order weunt
around te "start the wagons rolling.” As the train moved slowly to the
north teward a Junction with the Platte, many an emigrant turned for a
last longing lock at the tiny plece of civilizatien, Fort Laramie, with
its few troops drilling on the parade ground, and its Awerican flag
fluttering in ths breeZGOZI

From Fort Laramie on west, traffie along the trail became more and
more congested, ‘It took several days for the larger riumber of wagons
that had camped at Fort Laramle te get spread cut along the trail in
orderly fashien, John Carr left Fort Laramie in July of 1850 and later
wrote in his diary that: "From the time we left Fort Laramle, we were
never out of sight of traiﬁs, before and behind us, until we rsached
Sacramento Citya"zz Most folks looked forward to seeing Independence
Rock?? and The Devils Gate2# but obhers sush as Mary Homsley were already

[ )

21The first thres years of military occupation found less than ons
hundred men stationed at Fort Laramie, As late as August, 185%, fewsr
than fifty men garrisened the post and, at thet time, General Winfield
Seott thought seriously of returning the fort to civilian sontrol,

22Joln Carr, "Diaxy", Typewritten copy in files at Fort Lawvan
National Monument (Copy Of MS. in Ban@v©f* Library, University of
California, Berkeley), 3o

ZJIndependen@e Rock, a famous landmark on ths trall west of Fort
Laramie, was ealled "rsgister of the plains® bscause meny emigranbs
stepped to sarve their names on its turtle-shaped surface,

2Ll’The Devils Gate was a gorge eut by the Swestwater River and was
located on the trail five miles west of Independence Reck,



28

wornout and knew that they would not see the Pacific,25

It has been estimated that, during the travel period of 1850, nearly
fifty-.five thousand emigrants, driving twelve thousand wagons, passed
Fort Laramie°26 Although this was the largest mumber of people to be
-counted in any one year, covered Wagéns still used the Oregon Trail as
late as 1892,%7

Due to this inerease in the number of plonesrs passing through
their territory, the Indians soch noticed a sharp deercase in the availe
able supply of game., These dwellers of the plains, of course, needed
this wild game for food and, from time to time, minor skirmishss oce
curred between the redmen, who needed the game to survive, and the white
*invaders¥, who frequently killed for sport, In an effort to avert
serious hostilities, the federal govermment decided to call a treaty

councll to be held at Fort Laramis in the fall of 1851028

N

ZEMary Homsley died of measles on June 10, 1852 and was buried,
wrapped in a feather tiek, on a 1little knoll besids the Llonsly itrail not
far from Fort Laramie, She was enly twentyeeight., The feather bed held
the earth away from her bedy, and when the grave was epensd in 1925, to
quiet rumors that the story of finding the headstone was a nswspaper
hoax her skeleton was found perfectly preserved in the 1ittle sarthe-
walled mausoleum formsd by the mabtress-together with Llocks of long
black hair, bits of colored eloth and ornamental trirkets, Nething was
disturbed, '

20Hafen and Young, Fort Laramie, 164,

27During my three summers as rangerehistorian at Fort Laramie
National Momment, I ensountered several elderly residents who mentioned
that they srossed the plains by wagon after 1890, Mr, Bdward T, Von
Forrell, owner of the large Von Forrell Ranch nesr Chugwater, Wyoming,
said that, in 1892 his parents came across by wagon bscause train fave
was too expensive,

28Hafen and Young, Fort Laramie, 177.




CHAPTER IV
THE GREAT TREATY

The econversion of Fort Laramie into a military post and the unpre-
eendented rush; of covered wagon emigrants across the plains emphasized
the impertance of relations with the Indlans., The game that made it
possible for the red men to exist had been driven back from the Platte
River Trail, and for miles along its course grass had been chopped close
by the emigrants? cattle and horses, It had been the established poliey
of the United States goverrment to make some reimbursement to Indians
for losses of game and grass caused by white invasionj however, it was
now necessary to take further steps to placate the indignant Indians,
The safety of the emigrant trains was at stake,T

Numerous volumes of accessible military records suggest to the
casual reader that Fort Laramie served only as a base of operations
against hostile Indians and, to & limited extent, as a place of rest and
supply for the dusty travelers along the Oregon Trailfz There can be no
doubt but that Fort Laramie did provide such serviess. In fact, the
prime reason that the federsl govermment purchased the fort was its de-
sire to be able to offer protection te those emigrants passing overland
to Californiae3 However, it must also be noted that the local residents

lHafen and Young, Fort Laramie, 177.

28ee footnotes, chapters I, II, and IIT.

3Ibid., 137.

29
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= the Sioux and the Arapaho =. also made use of the fort as a trading
post and as a council site where they might meet with government agents
to obtain redress of grievances,

For years govermment agents had been assigned to the tribes along
the Missouri, the lower Platte and the Kansas rivers; but not until
1847 was an official representative placed smong the tribes of ths high
plains. For these Indians - priﬁcipally the Cheyenne, Arapsho, and the
Sioux == an excellent govermment representative was chosen, Thomas
Fitzpatrick,u for more than twenty years a trapper and guide in the far
West, received the appointment as the first ageﬁt to the tribes,

Fitzpatrick early began laying plans for a general treaty with the
Indians under his jurisdiction. He wanted to provide against outbreaks
and to secure the pledged word of the Indians to keep the peace, In the
sumer of 1849, he went to Washington and presented his proposal to the
Indian office, The Commissionsr of Indian Affairs and the Secretary of
the Interior endorsed his plan and recommended it in thelr annual re-
ports, However, congress failed te pass the necessary appropriations,
and Fitzpatrick had to resort to making a strong sppesl for his program

5

in his annual report of September, 1850,

= prozen

uln 1823, William H, Ashley organized an expedition which included
at least three men whose names were to become legendary in western
history, One of these three was Thomas Fitzpatrick who was to have an
exciting thirty-one years on the frontier as trapper, Indisn fighter, a
partner in the Rocky Mountain Fur Company, an employses of the American
Fur Company, guide to the party of Father de Smet in 1841, to that of Dr,
Elijah White in the follewing year, to the sesend Fremont expeditlon and
to Kearney's southwestern expedition zs far as Socorro, New Mexico, He
was known te the Indians as the Bad or Broken Hand beecsuse of an injury
suffered through the bursting of 2 gun, (See Robert L, Munkrss, “Mountain
Msn®, Goshen County News, Torrington, Wyeming, July 5, 1958),

5Excerpts from a bound velume of original correspondence betwesn
Secretary of the Interior A, H, Stuart, Thomas Fitzpatrick, and D. D.
Mitehell, These letters are now on file at Fort Laramis National Monument,
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"I regret exceedingly," he wrote, "that the whole arrangement has
not béen completed the last swmmer, as I am confident that the Indians
of that country will never be found in better training, or their dispo-
sitions more pliable, or better suited tc enter into amicable arrange.
ments with the government, than they are at the present time."

He urged compensation fer the Indians? losses. "The immense emie
gration," he said, "traveling through that country for the past two years
had desolated and impoverished it to an anormous extent." Thus far the
Indians had remained peaceful, "Under thess eircumstances,™ Fitzpatrick
concluded, "would it not be just as well as an economical pelicy for the
govermment at this time to show seme little liberality, if net justice,
to their passive submiSsion?"6

Congress finally acceded, and in February, 1851, appropriated
$100,000 for the holding of a treaty oeuncilg7 D, D. Mitehell, Super-
intendent of Indian Affairs at St, Louls, and agent Fitzpatrick were
designated commissicners for the government, They chose Fort Laramie as
the place for the meeting and September 1, 1851, as ths date, During
the summer, agent Fitzpatrick journeyed up the Arkansas and north to the
Platte, visiting his charges, spreading the news and issuing a call for
the council, Upon reaching Fort Laramie, on July 25, 1851, he sent out
runners in various directions to notify the different bands of the coming
meetingo8

On September first, superintendent Mitchell arrived at the fort,

6Tbid,, 4, 17, and 18,

7From the original field copy of the trsaty of 1851, (Courtesy
National Archives, Washington, D, C.).

8LeRoy Hafen and Willism J, Ghent, Broken Hands the Life Story of
Thomas Fitzpatrick, (Denvers Cld West Publishing Cempany, 1931), 83,
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With him came Colonel Samuel Cooper of the regular army39 Colonel A. B,

Chambers, editor of the Missouri Republican; Robert Campbell;lo and B,
11

Gratz Brown, a newspaper reporter at the meeting,

The wagon train that was te bring the presents and supplies for
distribution at the council was late in starting from the Missouri
frontier and could not arrive at the treaty grounds until the middle of
S@ptemberolz This was unfortunate, for the Indians were responsive to
issues of presents, and the commissioners relied on the distribution of
supplies to promote good feeling and to insure suecess for the treaty-
making, In the meantime, howsver, the couneil eould convens and geb
organized,

For days preceding the appointed date, Sioux, Cheyernmes and
Arapahos had been arriving at the fort, These first arrivals, being
friendly, mingled freely. Soon, however, their hersditary enemies, the

Snakes and Crows, would come ing and then the real test would eome, Two

9Because of a warm friendship for Jefferson Davis, Samuel Cooper,
a northerner by birth, cast his Jlot with the Confedsrate States. He was
immediately made a full general and was senlor southern officer through-
out the war, During the retreat from Riehmond it was a wise Geheral
Cooper, thinking of posterity, who saved many valuable Confedsrate
records from destrustion, Hafen and Ghent, Br@kggwggggs 7L

L0pobert Campbell, one of the founders of the originazl Fort Laramis
or Fort William, was born in Aughlane, County Tyrone, Ireland, and came
to St. Louis in 1824, A vyear later he was near desth with & hemorrhage
of the lungs and, upen the advice of physieians, underteok a trip te the
mountains in one of Ashley®s parties, He remained in the mountain trads
for the next twenty vears or mers, bul persenally withdrew from condust
of operations in the field in 1835, Campbell later becams one of the
foremest business men of St., Louls, In the course of his carssr, he
was president of the old State Bank, (See Robert L, Munkrss, "Mountsin
Men®, Goshen County News, Torrington, Wyoming, July 5, 1958),

11Benjamin Gratz Brown, a reporter for the Missourd Dsmocrat from
1851 to 1854, later became invelved in polities., From 1863 to 1867, he
served as United States senator from Missouri. In 1872, Brown was nomie
nated for viee president on the Liberal Republican tickst., Hafen and
Ghent, Broken Hand, 85,

12gifen and Young, Fort Laramie, 179,
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hundred twenty-eight white soldiers were at hand as an insurance for

peace under such circunstances,+3

When word came that the Snakes, led by Chief Washakie, were ap-
proaching, excitement sprsad among the Indian bands., The general atmos-
phere was filled with bow=string tight tension, fer some insignificant
act might precipitate a fight, Private P, G, Lowe, who was stationed
with the Dragoons to the west of the fort, pletures the arrival of the
mountain Indians,

About noon one bright day, a long line of dust was seen from
our camp, looking west, towards Laramle Peak., Soon a long
line of Indians came moving slowly down in battle array, arms
ready for use and every man apparently expectant, the women
and children and baggage bringing up the rear well guarded.
It turned out that Major Jim Bridger, the interprster, had
reported to headquarters the appreach of the Snakes, and he
had been directed to lead them down near to our camp, All
the head men of the Sioux and Cheyennes had given assurancs
that they 1§3g7 shoeuld not be molested, so down they came,
moving very slowly and cautiously, the chief alone a short
distance in advance. They were dressed in their best, riding
fine war horses, and made a grandly savage appearance, Ln
the absence of Major Chilton down at the post, seeing all
this caution on the part of the Snakes, Liesutenant Hastings
had "boots and saddles? seunded so as te be ready whatever
happened, Just below us was a large Sioux camp, and the
people wers showing great intersest and some excitement st

the approach of thelr hereditary enemies, and a few squaws
hewled in anguish for lost friends whe had died in battle
with these same ecautiously moving warriors, When the Snakes
reached the brow of the hill overlooking the besautiful
Laramie, less than a mile away, ths chlef commenced the de- L
secent, a Sloux sprang upon his herse, bow and arrews in hand,l

o s

IBMorning Report for September 3, 1851, This report lists two
hundred ten enlisted men, eighteen officers, five civilians and five
hundred thirty-two horses as being fit for duty., It is unusual that no
men were reported as sick, but this was probably to bring the garrison
up to maximum strength., (Typed copy of this morning report is on file
at Fort Laramie National Monument, and the original is in ths National
Arehives, Washington, D. C.),

luVePy few stone arrow heads, other then small bird peints, have
been found near Fort Laramie, Instead of using stone tips, the Sloux
resorted to arrows tipped with shest iwven peints. The sheet lron was
obtainad in trade from trappers in the area,
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and rushed towards him, A Frenchman, an interpreter, had been
watching this Sioux, expectlng trouble, and he, too, mounted
his horse and was instantly in pursuit, The Snake column
stopped and sent up a wild sheut of defiance, the chief moved
a few steps farther and raised his gun ready to fire just as
the intrepid Frenchman reached the reckless Sioux, pulled hin
from his horse, disarmed and stood over him, Then snsued a
harangue between interpreters and chiefs, The wild Sioux, who
sought to revenge himself on the Snake chief whe had killed
his father some time before, was led back to camp while the
Snakes held their ground. Their position was a good ons§ every
man had a goed gun, plenty of ammunition, and the Snakes,
theugh net one to five of the Sioux would have defendesd them-
selves successfully, and the battle would have been the most
bloedy ever known amongst the wild tribes.l3

Lowe met Bridger at the treaty couneil, became attached to the old
scout, and thus reports the old fighﬁeﬁ in a subsequent conversations

Well, you seen that foel Sioux make the run, didn’t you?
Yes sir,
Well, wme=, [referring to the brave interpreter, ..,/ saved
that fellow from hells my chief would 'er killed him quick,
and then the fool Sioux would %er got their backs up, and
there wouldn’t have been room to camp ‘round here for dead
Sioux, You Drageons acted nice, but you wouldn’t have had
no show if the fight had commenced - no making peace then.
And T tell you another things the Sioux ain’t gein? te try
it again. They see how the Snakes are armed, I got them
guns for um, and they arve good ones. It'1l be a proud day
for the Snakes if any of these prairie tribes pltch into
um, and they are net a bit afraid, Unels Sam told ®*um to
come down here and they’d be csaf’e‘9 but they ain’t takin® his
word for it altogether,l6

*y
The Snakes set up thelr lodges ﬂéar the tents ef the Dragoens and,

for the time being, all was peaceful. However, with 10,000 Indians in
one group, certain difficulties could be sxpected, and one of these
17

arose at once, The Lh@u sands of Indlan p@nleqla added to the hundreds

R

Lharen and Young, Fort Laramie, 181,
101114, -

lYDuring their visits to PFort Larvamie National Morument, visitors
frequently stop te view a giant bulletin board which depists the highe
lights of Fort Laramie history. It 1s here that teday’s traveller may
read sbout the 10,000 Indians gathered for the treaty of 1851,

1871 35 general knowledge that braves kept several ponles for
trading purpeses, In fact, the wealth of a plains brave was méasured
in temms of the number of horses and, in some instances, the number
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of soldiers? horses rapidly cropped the grass for miles around the fort,
The matter of forage was considered and, in view of the probable length
of the council, it was decided that another place where grass was more
abundant must be foundol9 News of the deeisien to move spread quickly
through the Indian camps, and preparations were made for a gensral trek
on the fourth of September,

For the commissioners much plarming was nscessary. Not only must
provisions for two or three weeks be taken from the fort to the treaty
grounds, but some presents and supplies must be avallable for distribution
to the Indians, There must be tobacco to smoke, sugar and coffee to
give out, and a few blankets, knives, beads and trinkets to distribute.
"Without these," wrote B. G, Brown, the newspaper reporter at the meeting,
"no man living —= not even the president of the United States == would
have any influence with them, nor could he get them into council or keep
them together a day . . . Provisions are the great and most important
item. I have yet to see the first Indian, whether chief or notoricus
brave, that is not hungry or wanting semething to eato"zo

Evern a Ceeil B, DeMille extravaganza seuld not do justics to the
procession that moved down the Platte along the dusty Oregon Trail. Two
sampanies of troops were in the lead; then f@llmwed»thé white dignitariss
riding in fancy carriages prepared for the grand eecasion, Heavy wagons

ereaking under thedr loads of supplies followsd, while all aboul were

aEuar=s

squaws that he had, A conservative estimate by Devid L. Hisb of the
National Park Service sets the number of ponies at the 1851 council at
20,000 head,

l9Be@ause of the abundant grass, the bottonlands sbout the mouth of
Horse Cresk were reported as favorsble, This ares was near the present
towm of Mitechell, Nebraska, '

20Hgfen and Young, Fort Laramie, 182,
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Indian villages on the move.21

As was the Indian custom, the burden of camp moving had fallen upon
the squaws and girls, After taking down the lodges, they had attached
horses te their traveis and on thése placed their lodge skins, camp
equipment, and small children, Even the larger dogs got inte the aet
and were harnessed to small travois which earried light arti@lesozg The
cavalcade stretched out for several miles and created a eloud of dust,
thick and stifling,

The afternoon of the seecond day brought the procession to the couneil
ground, located near present day Mitechell, Nebraska, Each tribe was as-
signed a suitable place, and soon the various villages were set up in
the usual fashion, To ast as a quieling influence, trocps were placed
between the camps of the Snakes and the Plains tribeSOZB Since there
were but 228 seldiers at hand and the Indian bands totalsd more than
10,000, the hope of pease depended upon good will, This seemed to grow
as the tribes m:"mgl“i.eed,Zlb‘L

As soon as the new camp ground was reached, the chiefs gathered at
the headquarters tent, but this being FTida&, they wers told that the
first formal eouncil wouldbbe held on Monday, September 9, The chlefs
returned to their tribes and gave the signal to commence two days of
visiting and soeial gatherings, Iu the afternoon of the fellewlng day,

the Oglala Sioux were hosts te the Snakes, Arapahos and Cheyernes at &

A RS

ria,, 183,

22134,
23 Thid,

Hoid,, 184,
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great dog feast,25 No epoch in Indian annals, probably, witnessed a-
greater massacre of the canine race.26
Even here, the grazing grounds were fast becoming a barren plain
and, with camp refuse everywhere, the stench was beecminggko unbearable
that the military felt obligea to move two miles down the river to escape
some of the filth. The commissicners, however, stayed on the actual
eamp grounds until all negotiations were c@mpleted027

On Monday, Superintendent Mitchell addressed the counsil and pre-
sented the govermment’s stipulations for negotiating a treaty. In
general, the territorial limits 5f sasgh tribe were to be defined, and a
lasting peace was to be established between the various nati@nsozs Also,
the white man was te have ummolested passage over the roads leading te
the west and was to have the right te build militery posts for protection
of travellers on these trails, If the tribes would agrse to these temms,
they were to receive $50,000 in ammuities each year, for fifty years,29

After several days of discussicn, the chiefs accepted Mitehell's terms

and signed the treaty on September 17, 1851, Exsgept for minor incidents,

25Toid,
26Hafen and Ghent, Breken Hand, 85,

)

27Hafon and Young, Fort Laramie, 187,

28While the dwindling supply of wild game did worry ths plains
tribes, it was frequently the hatred that existed betwesn the various
tribes, even within tribes, that caused raiding parties to set forth Lo
slaughter or te be slaughtered, If a raid into another twribe’s tervitery
proved fruitless, then the amimal-like hysteris was somstimes taken out
on a passing wagon train, This raiding was what the govermment wanted
to prevent, (Brief of Treaty of 1851},

) . 49Taken from the original fleld copy of the treaty. (Courtesy of
the National Archives).
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peace prevailed until the now famous Grattan massacre of August 19, 18514.,30
After the Indians had signed the treaty, the emigrants had fewer mis.

givings about starting west and, in 1852, ocutfitting points were alive

with activityOBI For several years therealter, the forts along the

Oregon Trail contimied to supply the westbound traveler with food, medi-

ecal aid, and other necessities and comforts, Indeed, pleonsers who were

outfitting at St. Joseph and éther trail towms were frequently warned

not to load their wagons too heavily as supplies were procurable at

Forts Kearny, Laremie and Bridgera“32 As in previous years, Fort Laramie

continued to be the symbel of rest, security, and comurdeation to those

trekking the Oregon Trail.

30This unnesessary and bleoody battle took placse elght miles from
Fort Laremie, Mari Sandoz and Ray H, Mattison agree that this dispube
over a Mormon cow was the beginning of a series of Indian wars that did
not end until the Battle of Little Bighorn in'i876, For further infor.
mation see Lloyd E. MeCanrn, "The Grattan Massacre®, Nebrasks History,
XXXVIT, March, 1956, 114119, :

31§3ﬁ Josevh Gazette, September 8, 1852, 1., (This paper may be
sezn in the elty museum at St, Joseph, Missouri.

32Hafen and Young, Fort Larsmis, 197,




CHAPTER V
SUMMARY

During the years 1849 to 1852, thousands of westward-bound emigrants
passed Fort Laramie, This thesis has been written to ﬁelp the reader
understand how these pioneefs of another eentury felt when, after six
weeks of monotonous, wearisome travel, they saw and visited this ss-
tablishment located on the wind.swept plains of Wyoming,

The author realizes that in approaching the problem he has departed
from the position taken by LeRoy Hafen, the only historian who has
written a general history of this famous fort, WMr, Hafen has employed
the postulate that western history can best be written and studied by
using the chronology of military ecampaigns, In this thesis, the auther
has taken what he considers to be a more logical position. He maintains
that either the Indians or the white men, or both, had first to get into
trouble, whereupon the military would be summoned te pressrve law and
order, Except for sclentifie enterprisses such as Frement’s mapping ex-
pedition, there was ne need for the army until greedy cutthroats arrived
at the goldfields or until Indians raided a wagen train, It must bs
remembered that the nearest elvilian peace officer was located in
Missouri, six hundred mileé to the Bast, Thus when the peace and quiet
of the plains was broken, the armmy would arrive.

What did these early settlers think of their protectors in walform?

In his book, Fort Laramie and the Pageant of the West, 18%4 1o 1890, Mr,
Haf'en gives the impression that from 1849 until 1890 Fert Laramie was
alwsys considered as a military post by all groups travelling the

39
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Oregon Trail.l From the knowledge gained by reading dozens of diaries
written by emigrants travelling west, this author feels that, until the
Sioux wars of 1854, these pioneers considered the Fort more as a place
of barter and repair than as a place of military operations. This theory
is frequently borne out by trail logbooks whose opening sentences would
often state sentiments such as "now we can secure medical aid, repair
broken wagons, and receive and send mail.®

These migrating people thought of Fort Laramie as their govermment
away from home, Here many of the customary services conmnected with
civilized institutions could be obtained. However, the saddler, black-
smith, and the teamster -- representing ocecupations formerly asseoeiated
with private enterprise -= now wore the garb of the military., Moreover,
this misunderstanding of the fort's purpese was quite natural, since
Fort Laremie had been operated as a trading post from 1834 to 1849, It
was, between 1849 and 1852, indeed the emigrant®s hope on the Oregon

Trail o

LHafen and Young, Fort Laramie,® 156,
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the spring of 1850, This work was of help because it gave detailed
information concerning the campsites near Fort Laramie,

Abbott, Carlisle S. "Diary", Typewritten copy at Fort Laramie National
Morument, (Original MS in Baneroft Library, University of Californis,
Berkeley). -

This diary was of partiesular intersst in that it desceribed a
Platte River Valley stomrm. Mr,. Abbott mentioned the trouble he had
in herding the cattle se they would not stampede,

Bailey, Margaret Stumart. "Diary", Copy of MS at Fort Laramie National
Monument., (Original MS in Huntington Library, San Marine, Califernia).
Margaret Bailey wrote her diary with typieal feminine touech,
She took great pains te deseribe the clothing worn by the Indian:
squaws., This was one eof the few diaries that speeifically mentioned
the independent trading posts along the trail,

Bennett, James, "Diary", Typewritten copy on file at Fort Laramie
National Monument. (Original MS in Bancreft Library, University of
California, Berkeley).

This diary, written on the Overland Trail in 1850, was very
helpful beecause it gave details as to how wagon trains were organized.

EBlood, James A, "Diary"., Typewritten copy &t Fort Laramie National
Monument, (Typeseript of MS in Califernia State Library, San
Francisco, California),

Feed was always a problem, and this diary, written in 1850,
told of the agonizing worry for fear that the grass would not be
green on the plains,

Carr, John, "Diary", Typewritten eopy at Fort Laramie National Monument,
(Copy of MS in Baneroft Library, University of CGalifornia, Berkeley).
This work told of the vast numbers of ecovered wagons encountersd

between Fort Laramie and Independence Rosk.

Cook, Lusy Rutledge., "Diary"s Typewritten copy at Fort Laramie National
Monument, (MS in Publie Library, Modesto, California),
In her diary, Iuey Cook vividly described the outfitting town
of Westport Landing as one of exeltement and guns,

Cox, Henry A, "Letter®, Original MS at Fort Laramie National Monument.
In his letter of June 24, 1849, Henry Cox tharked his wife in
Clinton, Ohie for ineluding certain medieines in bhis trail kit,
This letter provided additienal information concerning the hardshlps
suffered on the trail to Fert Laramie and the expsctsations of
services to be found st that pest,

Ellenbeeker9 John G, "Diayry", Typewritten ecopy at Fert Laramie National
' Mormment, (Copy of MS in Baneroft Library, University of California,
Berkeley).
This diary centained infermatien rulatlng to en Indian dis-
turbanee along the trail,
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Engalls, B, S. "Diary", Typowrittgn @@py at¢f§rt Laramie Natienal
Morument. (Copy of MS at Banereft Library, University of California,
Berkeley),

This diary alse paid particular attention te the suffering en-
countersd along the trail, In his diary, Engalls frequently mentioned
that he had helped bury some unknown person,

Goldsmith, Cliver, "“Diary®, Typewritten ceopy at Fort Laramie National
Menument, (Copy of MS in Baneroft Library, University of California,
Berkeley).

This diary was very helpful in deseribing the terrible teoll
taken by chelera during the 1849 and 1850 travel perioeds,

Hardenstein, Louise, "Diary®., Typewritten copy st Fort Laramie National
Monument, (Copy of MS in Barsreft Library, University of Califernis,
Berkeley).

Mrs, Hardenstein®s diary proved both interssting and helpful
beecause she did such an exesllent job of desecribing the sutler’s
store at Fort larsmie,

Klrkpatrluk Charles Alexander., "Diary"., Typewritten copy at Fert
Laramie Netlonal Monmument., (Original MS in Bancroft Library,
University of Californis, Berkeley),

From Kirkpetrick®s disry, it seems that people in a rush to get
to the gold fields had 1ittle regard for life and property. This
diary proved useful in an attempt teo show the types that made the
trip in 1849,

Knapp, Cornelius, "Letter®, Originsl at Fort Laramie National Monument.
Besides helping te pinpoint the vast waste encountered along the
trail, this letter also illustrated the importance of Fort Laramie
as a post office,

Langworthy, Franklin, "Letter¥, Copy at Fert Laramie Nationsl Monumant,
(Copy of MS in California Historicsl Litwary,sSan Francisco),
This letier peinted te the severs hardships sndured along the
trail, and was very important becsuse it mentionsd that the trail
took a hsavy tell in eattls,

Pritchard, Captain J. A, "Diary®, Typewrltten ecopy at Fort Laramie
National Momument, (MS in pess, Hom, John I, Williamson, Kansa
City, MloSOU“l)

Captain Pritehard deserdved the o
Independsnes in 1844,

9.8 58
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APPENDIX A
FORT LARAMIE AFTER 1854

Following the Grattan massacrs of 1854, the Indian sttacks along the
dregon trail grew in number and intensity and during the next twenty years
the fort became headquarters for numerous punitive expeditions against the
red man, At length the power of the Indian was broksr., He had made s de-
termined stand in defense of his land and his ancient manner of 1life, but
the odds were against him, Now he was corralled on a reservation,

With the @essat%@n of the Indian wars, Fort Laramie was given the
difficult task of protecting and supplying the miners, teamsters, and camp
followers whe swarmed into the Black Hills in 1875. Probably ne other
stagecoach in American history was held up so often as was the Black Hills
Stage Line’s trsasure @@a@h on its run from Dsadwood to Fort Laramis,

However, even in the late 'seventiss and early'“eightieég the Fort
Laramie scens was undergoing a changs, The covered wagon era had passed
and the Indian wars were over, The settlement perioed had begun.

The beginning of the end for Fort Lavamie was appafent in 1886, On
February 9 of that year, Major General J., M. Schefield wrote the commanding
officer at Fort Laramies "The fact that the Elkhoran Velley Reilrcad will
pass Fort Laramie at a distancse of forty-five miles, while Fort Robinson
is immediately on that read, grsatly diminishes the value of the former

.

and incresses that of the latter pest,®

lAdjutant general®s office, Fort Laramie files, 1886, (Courtesy the
National Arehives.)

L6
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On August 31, 1889, the final decision was reached and the War De-
partment issued general order number sixty.nine which statess "The garri-
sons of Fort Laramie, Wyoming Territory; Fort Hays, Kankasj; and Fort Lyon,
Colorado, will be withdrawnj and, the several posts named will be abandonedj
and, the troops thus withdrawn will be assigned to other stations by the
division commander . . . .

"By Command of
Ma jor-General Schofield"

2

However, even the issuance of these orders failed to destroy the old
fort. On November 9, 1889, Governor Francis E. Warren of Wyoming wrote
to Washington asking that:

If consistant [sic/ with the necessities and conveniences of

the army, I respectfully suggest that these companies may

be allowed to remain until next spring or summer.

Fort Laramie is situated nearly 100 miles from the county

seat of Laramie county and there is in that vicinity but

one justice of the peace and no other civil officers,3

On April 20, 1890, Fort Laramie was abandoned as a military post, and
a few weeks later the buildings and other property were sold to homesteaders
in the area., In its final days the old post again was the scene of the
auction block of the pioneers.

Thus on a spring day in 1890, the official story of Fort Laramie
came to an end., The post that once presided on the Oregon trail had re-
linquished rule, The Indians would come no more, their travois laden with
buffalo robes, Packs of furs would never again be launched in bullboats
on the Flatte., The white-topped caravans, gone from the plains, would

not eircle beside the Laramie, nor would the handcart pioneer look

2Fort Laramie Files, (Courtsey the National Archives).

3Records of the Department of the Interior, lands division, (Courtsey
the National Archives,



longingly after the rider of the Poney Express., The spring weeds had
already taken over the parade ground where once Indians. danced and troops
passed in review, Fort Laramie now patiently waited the ax of the timber-
seeking homesteader,

From 1890 until 1938 this one~time guardian of the frontier was left
to the whims of souvenir hunters and to nature. Since 1938, Fort Laramie
has been a national monument and, under govermnment supervision, has been
partially restored. Several buildings are still standing and, with a
little imagination, visitors can picture the busy fort of another day.

Of all the remnants of the fort, none so embodies the past of Fort Laramie
as does Old Bedlam, first officer’s quarters.

Beside the trickle that was once the ferried Laramie, the

dwindling remnant of a once proud fort dreams in the sun,

Today, Fort, Laramie is only a shell, but like a sea-born

shell, it still resounds with the music and voices that

nurtured it, In the high Wyoming winds, it whistles and

moans with the throb of Sioux tom-tgns and the ghost.like
music of forgotten fifes and drums,

J+Hafen and Young, Fort Laramie, 398,
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Note the location of the

John C. Fremont's map made during his westward
Indian tribes in the Fort Laramie area.

journey of 1842,
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PLATE II

Plans for the Guard House, Fort Laramie,

Drawer 152.

Oregon Route, 1852
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Plan of Fort Laramie, 1852
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PIATE IV
Treaty of 1851
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PIATE V

Westbound Wagon Train
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PIATE VII

Painting of Fort Laramie
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PIATE VIII

Independence Rock




PIATE IX

Devils Gate cn the Sweetwater River
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PIATE X

Group Camped Near Devils Gate




PLATE XI

Mummy Rock on the Sweetwater River
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