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PREFACE

The historian's '"noble dream" of writing objective truth is always
an ultimate for which to strive, but it is not a call for mere chronicling
of the historical events. The "high function of the historian is inter-
pretation."l Thus the study of history is also a study of the writers of
history. A man does more than record facts when he tells of an event; he
creates and conveys his own image of the incident to the reader. The
words the author chooses, what he includes or excludes, are important.
Each treatment reflects the author's personality, prejudices, precon=
ceptions and purpose. Individuals may read the same facts, view the same
conditions, talk to the same people and yet arrive at dissimilar opinions
and explanations of the same occurrence.

The varying interpretations in history with emphasis on particular
facets of an event or period result in better understanding and greater
knowledge of the past. One historian will do research and emphasize one
aspect, another historian another. In this manner the material is en-
larged and diffused; our image becomes more complete. Even though some
treatises may be incomplete, or perhaps even contain wrong emphases, they
may contribute previously unknown information.

This study of the Chartist Movement, the English working class move=
ment for political reform in the 1830's and 1840's, is an attempt to
survey the major categories of historiographical approaches to the move-

ment throughout the last century. Works and speeches of selected

lJames Westfall Thompson, A History of Historical Writing (New York,

1942), Vol. I, vii.
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representative statesmen, writers and historians will be considered.
Their major theses in regard to the movement will be presented with some
attemot to deal with the determining factors in each author's intervre-
tation, including the time of writing, the writer's background and
purpose.

There are many individuals who have contributed to the completion
of this research project and to the attaimment of my degree. I grate-
fully acknowledge the efficient and effective assistance of my thesis
committee., 0Or. Homer L. Knight gave me personal encouragement, insight
into fnglish history, and helpful critical remarks and suggestions on
the presentation of my material., Dr, Douglas D, Hale painstakingly
corrected my copy for clarity, accuracy and organization,

Special gratitude is expressed to Dr, Theodore L. Agnew, my chief
thesis adviser., His unbounded knowlecge ¢f history and research methods,
superior ability in handling the written word, and unusual skill in
counselling and advising students, never cdominating nor confining initi
ative and versonal style, made the writing of this thesis more a challenge,
less a chore, The encouragement and aid of my Tamily was also consistent

and invaluable.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION: A BRIEF SURVEY OF THE CHARTIST MOVEMENT

The "People's Charter," contrived in the minds of a small group of
reform agitators in 1837, was first publicly read to a large gathering of
working men in Glasgow on May 28, 1838. It was immediately and en-
thusiastically received. The document embodied all the major demands of
the working class for broadening the base of English government to make
it more responsible to the populace. These demands, or "the six points
of the Charter™ as they soon became known, included universal manhood
suffrage, the secret ballot, no property qualifications for members of
Parliament, payment of members of Parliament, annual elections, and equal
electoral districts.l

Thomas Attwood, a popular reform leader of the working class, pre=
sented the Charter and followed it with a suggested plan of procedure for
gaining the demands. A petition, carrying all the points of the Charter,
should be drawn up and signed by the democrats throughout the country and
presented to Parliament., Two or even three million signatures would be
obtained, he predicted. If Parliament did not accede to their requests,
there would be other petitions; and if the Legislature remained undisposed

to Hhe demands, there would be a "solemn and sacred strike from every kind

Robert George Gammage, The His of the Cgartiat Movement From
ts Beginning Down to the Present Time (London, 1854), Appendix.



of labour."<

This was the first of many such mass gatherings and demonstrations
that were to sweep the length and breadth of the British Isles, eventu=-
ally gathering thousands under the all=inclusive standard of the Chartist
Movement. Through this medium the reform fever reached the heart of the
working classes, and from such repeated mass meetings it became all but
epidemic.

These clamorings for reform were not a new phenomenon in nineteenth
century England. The Reform Bill of 1832, for example, had been a re-
sult of such demands. The radical reform tradition in fact can be traced
back to the reign of James I and the politico=-religious struggles of
Charles I and the Commonwealth. After the fall of the Commonwealth, an
avalanche of Tory reaction submerged most abstract theories of political
justice. In the mid=-eighteenth century radicalism appeared with renewed
vigor, stimulated by the presence of new political criticism and the
widening gulf between the House of Commons and the people. During the
second half of the century, programs for reform were planned and propa=
gandized by active but relatively ineffective agitators. In 1744 a small
group of Radical members in Parliament asked for the establishment of
annual Parliaments, payment of Parliament members, universal suffrage,
vote by ballot, and abolition of plural voting.3 In 1780 the Society
for Constitutional Information, led by Charles James Fox, drew up a
program that included all the demands embodied in the 1838 "People's

Charter." The agitation was abandoned in 1784, however, because of the

2Ibid., pp. 27=-29.

IMark Hovell, The Chartist Movement (Manchester, 1925), pp. 3=b6.



revolution in France.*

Parliament continually found Radicals in its midst. Early in the
nineteenth century these Radicals were trying to abolish special privi-
leges such as those of the Anglican Church, achieve complete free trade,
and broaden the franchise. Most of them favored household suffrage, the
ballot, abolition of the property qualification for the House of Commons,
and shorter sessions of Parliament. While they were never numerous
enough to form a ministry or even a separate political party, the Radi-
cals were vocal in their criticism of the government and quick to contest
Whig seats at elections, often voting against the ministry on important
issues. Their leaders were most able, and they enjoyed widespread popu=
lar support, most of it unenfranchised, however.5

Thus the program expounded at Glasgow in 1838 was not new, but the
purpose and supporters were. Down to the outbreak of the French Revolu=
tion the Radical philosophy had found its sole support in the middle
class and the aristocratic circles. 1In reaction to the terrorism in
France in 1793=1794, the respectable English Radicals lost all desire to
expound extreme political theories; hence the radical program fell to the
working class, in whose hands it remained for over forty years.® During
the first two decades of the nineteenth century, however, the laboring
masses saw little hope for improving their situation through political
agitation. The poor laborers, suffering the dislocation caused by new

machinery, the superabundance of labor, and the tremendous business

hFrederic Austin Ogg, The Governments of Europe (New York, 1920),
p. 8l.

SPreston William Slosson, The Decline of the Chartist Movement (New
York, 1916), p. 18.

6Hovell, pp. 6=7.



depressions and fluctuations, attempted rather to improve their condition
through labor organizations and combinations. Their efforts toward
unionization are exemplified by the combination of the cotton spinners
of Lancashire into the Grand General Union of All Operative Spinners of
the United Kingdom in 1829, the Manchestrian group called National Asso=
ciation for the Protection of Labor of 1830, and the Grand Trade Union
of the same year.7
Undoubtedly the most important attempt to combine the power of the
working class was the Grand National Consolidated Trades Union, founded
in 1834 by Robert Owen. Originating from more than a mere desire to
strengthen the bargaining power of laborers, it was Owen's unique answer
to the exploitation of the worker by the capitalists. Substituting co=
operative production for individual competitive production would make
the capitalist unnecessary, he reasoned. The power of organized labor
could bring about the transformation peacefully. Owen envisioned an
England where the rich, realizing that the age of private property had
ended, would form small self-directing communities. Then the workers,
organized under the Grand National Consolidated Trades Union into their
respective crafts and industries, would control the economic and politi=-
cal machinery of these small communities.® The picture held great ap-
peal for the workers, and for a while Owen carried the unions with him.
Soon the Grand National enrolled more than one-<half million workers, and
numerous local strikes were attempted. When most of the strikes proved

disastrous, the movement lost momemtum before Owen's co=operative ideas

"Ernest L. Woodward, The Oxford History of England, Vol. 13: The
Age of Reform, 1815-1870 (Oxford, 1936), p. 122.

8bid., pp. 123=125.



could be given any trial. The deatheblow to the Grand National came in
March, 1834, when the government convicted and sentenced six laborers of
Tolpuddle, Dorset, to seven years of transportation for administering
illegal oaths in connection with union affairs.’

The disappointment caused by the collapse of the National Consoli=
dated Union added to the other failures of union attempts to bring
economic pressure on the capitalists. Although no more attempts to unite
workers into a national trade union were made, labor agitation did not
end. The dissolution of the Grand National contributed to the inaugue
ration of a much smaller undertaking, the London Working Men's Asso=
ciation. The difference between the two was more than numericalj the
change has been described as evidence of the gradual "evolution from
voluntary communism to social democracy," that is, the abandonment of
non=political Owenism and embracing the belief that political democracy
must precede the attainment of equality and justicenlo This new ap=
proach grew from the workingmen's dissatisfaction with the Reform Bill
of 1832, the sentencing of the Dorchester laborers, and the passage of
the Poor Law Act Amendment of 1834. To the worker these moves seemed to
prove that the middle class was using its newly acquired political su
premacy to further its economic interest at the laborer's expense. With=
out the franchise, therefore, he would continue to remain at the mercy of
the middle class.lt

The London Working Men's Association was founded for the purpose of

9Ibid., pp. 125<126.
10Hovell, p. 52.

llSlosaon, P. 19.



correcting this injustice. The Association came into existence in the
summer of 1836 and was inaugurated by a small group of men who had been
actively engaged since 1833 in agitation against newspaper taxes. They
had recently won partial victory by gaining a reduction of the tax from
four=pence to one penny, which meant that for the first time the working
class could afford newspapers. The popular radical press was thus ale
lowed to increase in number, a fact of utmost importance in the history
of later agitation. At the end of their campaign against the tax, the
participating agitators, Francis Place, William Lovett, Henry Hethering~
ton, John Cleave and James Watson, decided to form some type of union
exclusively for workingmen and thus combat the time<honored principle of
looking up to the middle and aristocratic classes for leadership. Lovett,
who was most responsible for the plan and program of the Association,
stated that its objectives were "to draw into one bond of unity the ine
telligent and influential portion of the working classes ... [Ehg7 to
seek by legal means to place all classes of scociety in possession of equal
political and social rights.”™ He hoped to create "a reflecting public
opinion which would lead to a gradual improvement of the working classes
without commotion or violence." Its methods were to include the pro=
motion of a cheap and honest press and of popular ed.ucation.,12
The Association was most exclusive, admitting only genuine working
men to membership, although it did give honorary memberships to favored
middle class persons. Several Radical members of Parliament receivecd

such memberships, including Francis Place, James O'Brien, John Black,

12yilliam Lovett, Life and Struggles of William Lovett in His Pur-
suit of Bread, Knouleggg, and Freedom with “Some Short Account of the
Different Associations He Belogged to and of the Oginio He Enteru
tained ENew York, 1920), PPe. 92-93.
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Feargus O'Connor, Robert Owen, W. J. Fox, and Dr. Wade, Vicar of Warwick.
Even members of the laboring class were not admitted without careful in-
quiry, and many were rejected. Slowly, however, the Association launched
a program of public agitation and lessened its educational activities.13
At first the Association merely appointed committees to study
subjects of interest to the working class. One committee did a detailed
study of the composition of the House of Commons and published in 1836

a report, The Rotten House of Commona,lh that quickly became famous among

the working classes. The report revealed the glaring lack of equal repre-
sentation in the lower house of Parliament. Two other committees inquired
into the conditions of silk weavers of Spitalfield and sent an address of

sympathy to the Belgians as they attempted to establish autonomous govern=
ment. Another committee, under the tutelage and chairmanship of Lowvett,

drafted the Address and Rules of the London Working Men's Association

for Benefiting, Politically, Socially, and Morally the Useful Classes,’”

constituting an open invitation for workers throughout England to found
similar societies. Assured that government could not withstand demands
of educated people, they deemed their major concern to be political edue
cation.l6

At a banquet given by the Radicals of Finsbury on February 15, 1837,
it was decided that the time was ripe to arouse public opinion and ine

timidate Parliament by combining into a single bill the various reform

proposals which had been discussed since 1832. The group appointed a

L3Hovell, p. 62.

i ovett, pp. 102-104.
15Hovell, p. 62.
161bid.



committee of Radical Parliament members and Association members to draft
such a bill. The finished document, the "People's Charter," did not
emerge until the 8th day of May, 1838.17 Its public debut on May 28, at
Glasgow, was a successful one. In fact, the plan was so enthusiastically
endorsed by the masses, that the temper of the agitation changed. From
that initial meeting at Finsbury in 1837, when the Parliament members
expressed their interest and promised to introduce the petition, the
London Working Men's Association gradually abandoned its quieter methods
of agitation. Making a widespread and public bid for the leadership of
the working classes, it stepped up its missionary efforts.

From the earliest months of its beginnings in 1836, the Association
received many requests for copies of its rules and requests for permission
to set up branches of the organization. In 1837, they appointed a sub-
committee t¢ sent out information, and later dispatched "missionaries.™
Cleave was the first to be send; Hetherington and Henry Vincent soon
followed. The "missionaries" helped to set up small "classes™ of ten
under the guidance of "leaders" appointed by the executive committee of
the London Working Men's Association. This corganizational structure and
the designations were borrowed from the Wesleyan I*Iet;hodj.sn:.s..3‘8 Extremely
successful, the missionary tours added thousands to the movement, until
by the end of 1837 the Association had 150 allied branches in all parts

of the coun.t.ry.l9

17g1ie Halévy, A History of the English People in the Nineteenth
Century, Vol. III: The Triumph of Reform, 1830-18k1. (New York, 1950),
p. 292.

1814e Halévy, A History of the English People in the Nineteenth
Century, Vol. IV: The Age of Peel and Cobden, 18L1-1860 (New York,
1948), p. 2.

194a18vy, The Triumph of Reform, p. 283.
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The addition of the famous Birmingham Political Uanion was possibly
the most important success of the year. Very active in the reform of
18301832 but since dormant, the Union, under its able leader, Thomas
Attwood, rallied as Birmingham trade began to suffer and unemployment to
increase. To Attwood the great illness of the English economic system
was caused by Peel's Bill of 1819 which restored specie payments and re=
sulted in sharp decline of prices. His panacea was to raise prices by
issues of paper money. Within a few months, however, he found himself
swamped by the ever-moving tide of suffrage agitation, and even his own
local union became purely a society for the promction of universal
suffrage.zo

Many factors other than the zeal of the missionaries and the ad=
dition of the Birmingham Political Union account for the growth of the
Association. The trade boom was now over, unemployment was on the in-
crease, a harvest failure began to be keenly felt, and the resentment
toward the new Poor Law aroused the working class. This Poor Law Amend-
ment Act of 1834, which gained quick acceptance by Parliament, provided
for a new organization for administering poor relief and cutlined princi=
ples on which it was to be granted. A Board of Guardians of the Poor
controlled the local administration over a union of several parishes,

The boards were elected by propertied voters since poor rates were levied
only on buildings and lands. The conbrol of the beards thus rested in
the hands of the wealthy landowners, and the principies of administering
the relief reflect the\theories of Jeremy Hentham. The new law &ne

deavored to isolate poverty amd render it so uncomfortable and unaccepials

207bid.
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that the poor would become industrious sncugh to achisve self-sufficiency.
Under the new system, relief was not to be offersd to able<bodied persons
and thelr families unless they entered a wellwregulated workhouse. Hence
the able=bodied worker on relief would be forced into a situation more
wretched than the worstesituated independent laborer. To hundreds and
thousands of working people relief had becomse the means by which they
could increase their niggardly wages in order to exist. The workhouse
now seemed to be the ultimate end for a large proportion ef the working
class 2t

Agitation against the Poor Law, based on the writings and rebuttals
of William Cobbett, a Radical member of Parliament, who had been ong of
the few to fight passage of the bill, began in 1836. In the beginning
these Anti-Poor Law crusades were initiated and directed by the middle
clags. The lsading personalities wers Cobbetb; John Fislden, son of a
wealthy manufacturer, who considered himself an Owenite; Richard Oastler,
also active in the fight against child labor; Joseph Stephens, son of a
Wesleyan minister and interested in disestablishments R. J. Richardsong
William Benbow; James B. O'Brien; and Peter MacDouall.22 Apgustus Beaue
mont and Feargus O'Connor became the most n@t@d of the Ppor Law agite=
tors. In 1837 the London Working Men's Association began establishing
local groups for the sole purpose of fighbing the new law, and Besunont
and O'Connor were semt from the caplibal to the North to organize this

movement .

2lHovell, pp. 78=80.
221bid., pp. 81=91.

231bid., pp. 92=93.
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In most areas the Anti=Poor Law agitabers succeeded in impeding the
operation of the new system. After accomplishing this, they were un=
willing to disperse; and thus, with the hope of gaining even greater
control over their own destinles, most of them continued their efforts
through Chartism. Muach of the violence and unconbrolable fervor of the
Chartist Movement resulted from this merger of Chartist and Anti=Foor
Law forces, for the heavily industrialized North, led by some rather ine
cendiary lsaders such as O'Brien amd O'Comnor, added a btumultuocus aspect
to the movementegh

As word of the Charter spread, it swept aside all local and specific
demands, such as factory reforms, currency reforms, and sholition of the
Poor Laws and became the uniting force for the working classes. ILocal
reform organizations and leaders embraced the progrém of the Charter, as-=
sured that their specific desires would be answersd if democratiec insti=
tutions were won. Although the various reform groups found unity of
program and purpose in the statement of the Charter, there was ne organie
zation for unifying the grouping. The London Werking Men's Assccilation
aided by working toward a Natienal Convention to concentrate radical
strength. Such a Convention, held August 6, 1838, officially established
the Chartist Movement.. The London Workimg Men's Associabion scon lost
its identity within the larger movement, and for all practiczl purpeses
it ceased to exist. The Convention adepted the "People's Charter’ and
elected its official members.,

The duly elected Convention met Psbruary 4, 183%9. During the interim,

increased efforts were made to publicize and obtain signabures for the

2k 1hid., p. 98.
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petition. The varying backgrounds and desires of the menbsrs of the Cone
vention became apparent early as dissentions and arguments boilsd forth.
Revolutionaries felt that since the Comvention had been elected by a body
of electors larger than the Parliamentary elsctorate, it was the true
People's Parliament. Dr, Wade and the traditional Radicals became disw
gusted and resigned. CGobbett followed when the Convention refused to
adoept a resolubion deeclaring its purpose to be merely to supervise and
promote the petition and not to compete with legal government. As a ré-
sult of these defections the extremists were left in control of the Con=
vention, but it never became an imstrument of revelublonary conflict.
Although on April 9 it did affirm the right of every Englishman to carry
arms, the ¥physical force®™ faction of 0%Comnor amd the Northern extremists
was restrained by the "moral force' faction of Lovett and the old London
Associabion followerso25

The Convention was slow and clumsy and denounced by many for its de=
lays and cowardice. However, on May 7, it handed the petitiocn, carrying
1,200,000 signatures, to Attwood and Fislden for presentation to Parlia=
ment. The Convention then moved to Birmingham, where it fell even more
under the influence of the Northern extremists. The petition could not
be presented immedistely, since the dismissal of the Whig Government
necessitated postponement. Convinced that their petition would never
reach Parlisment, many agitators wished to resort to arms. As threals
and rumors of armed insurrections spread across the counbryside, the
goverment appointed Major General Charies Napier to provide pretechbion

for lives and property. Quietly and quickly he buiil up govermmenb

25Halévy, The Triumph of Reform, pp. 312=320,
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protection forces by supplying arms in the form of cutlasses to selscted
civilians.25

On July 12, 1839, after the new govermment had been formed, Attwood
moved for a committee of the whole House to take into consideration the
National Pstition. The motion was owerwhelmingly defeated. The Cone
vention resorted to their last recourse, the "National Holiday." When
trade societies refused their total cosperation, it amcunted to litt19027
Riots and violence now became a part of the demonstrations as the
frustrated and disappeinted laborers resorted Lo what they considered to
be their last recourse. There were rumors of strikes, insurrections and
revolution. Ultimately, armed wprisings occurred in 1840=1841, and many
of the leaders of the Chartist Movement were arrested for treason, se~
dition, and helding unlawful meetings. They were tried amd jailed., This
included Lovett; O'Comnor, Place,znd Vincent. They drew short terms, and
all were released in the latber part of 1841 and early part of 1842,
During the months of their imprisonment there was no unified Chartist ef-
fort, but following the release of the leaders, the Movement reached its
highest peak. A second petition was circulated in 1842 and declared to
hold three million signatures, a 160 per cent increase over the 1839 pew
tition. In order te deliver this petition teo the House of Qommons it was
necessary to break it in several ?i@c@s to get it through the door. It
vwas presented to Parliament on May 2, 1842, and refused by the largs ma-

2
jority of 238 votes,”a

26Hovell, pp. 136=142.
271bid., pp. 164=170.

28yu1ins West, A History of the Chartist Movement (Beston, 1920),
pp. 182<=185; Slessom, p. 51.
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Thereafter the movement was all but dead, Then in 1847-1848 winds
of revolution blew in from across the Chamnel and briefly revived
Chartism. Once more the urban working classes attempted to pressure
Parliament by petitioning. Again fumors of a revolution to support the
petition circulated, but the thousands of demonstrators who accompanied
the petition to the House of Commons dispersed quickly when confronted
by the London police. Supposedly this petition carried over six million
signatures. Clerks, hired by the Parliament, counted only two million,
among which were such names as Victoria, Duke of Wellington, Sir Robert
Peel, Pugnose, Longnose, Flatnose, Punch, and No Cheese.2? After this
fiasco of 1848 the movement lost the support of the masses. Remnants of
the Chartist Movement existed'untii the early 1860's but with little

30

support and no effective program.

29Gammage, p. 34l.
30West, pp. 250=255.



CHAPTER II
CHARTISM: INTERPRETED BY ITS ENGLISH CONTEMPORARIES

The contemporaries of Chartism left to later generations numerous
writings and records of the movement. These accounts are as varied as
the authors. 'Each man reflected his class status, political leanings,
and personal prejudices. Charles Kingsley and the Christian Secialists
viewed the movement as a possible return to the gospel teachings, where
class distinctions would be forgotten as humansvshowed Christian concern
for one-another. Benjamin Disraeli, in his early Parliamentary career,
responded to the movement with a determination to protect the Chartists'
constitutional rights, although he had little.sympathy for their cause.
- Lord John Russell responded in a hostile fashion to the Chartists' ate
tempts to usurp; as he regarded it, power from his Whig party. Thomas
Carlyle used his history of Chartism, as he did most of his writing, to
illustrate his ethical and moralistic philoso’phy.l The active Chartists
wrdte of their mo%ement in terms of the particular phase in which they
happenedvto be personally invelved. The contemporary'periodicals and
newspapers tended to représeﬁt the varying political convictions te be
found in British society.

Kingsley and Disraeli were not historians, and their writings are

not historical studies; still, they played a large role in molding

1George P. Gooch, History and Historians of the g;peteenth Century
(London, 1928), p. 301. S

15
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contemporary and modern opinions of the movement; Even ﬁhe writings of
Thomas Carlyle on the subject of Chartism are of doubtful historical
quality. Maﬁy claim his approach to be more akin to that of journalism
th§nbhistory.2 Charles Kingsley was a minister, novelist, and columnist
6-an:§pologist for Christian Socialist philosophy. Disraeli, a novelist
and politician, used his skill as a writer to propagandize for and
protect ultra=Tory paternal government.

The activities and philosophy of the Christian Socialists and
Charles Kingsley can be traced through the pages of the weekly publica=-

tion, The Christian Socialist. The publication carried the articles of

"Parson Lot" (Charles Kingsley) which expounded the democratic character
of Christian theology.' Kingsley had little faith in the Charter as a
political program but had every sympathy with the spirit of the movement,
which he interpreted to be resentment of the working classes toward a
social order that would do nothing for their betterment. A revolutionist
in his economic convictions, he believed the laborers should work to aid
and encourage voluntary associations among the working classes so that
they might themselves produce and sell necessary goods without dependence
‘on the middleman.h Politically, however, Kingsley was a conservative,
believing that the doctrine of soveréignty of the people was atheistic

and subversive.5 He advocated concentration of reformist effort on the

2H’erma_n Ausubel, J. Bartlet Brebner, and Erling M. Hunt, (eds.),
Some Modern Historians of Britain (New York, 1951), p. 35.

3Slosson, p. 172.
Libid., ppe 173=174.

5Harr,z Wellington Laidler, A History of Socialist Thought (New York,
1933): p. 633. :
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co=operative movement but not to the total neglect of the trade unions,
friendly societies, and Cha.rtism.6
Both Kingsley and Disraeli used the pages of the novel to relay

their concepts of reform. Kingsley's Alton Locke, Tailor and Fbet.7 and

Disraeli's Sybils or Two Nations,8 vividly describe the social and eco-
nomic conditions in England in the late 18,40's, and both called for quick
and positive action. They of course differed on where the action should
originate., Disraeli implied that the goverrnment should heed the warnings
of the discontent that swept the land and act to allay it. Kingsley
pleaded for voluntary Christian action and coeoperation.

Alton Locke, published anonymously, called by Kingsley prior to
publication an autobiography of a Chartist poét,“g contained XKingsley's
personal estimation of the Chartist Movement. The tailor Locke, in at=
tempting to stop a Chartist riot, was taken as one of the conspirators
and thrown into prison for three years,  After his release he contracted
fever and in conversation with his nurse was asked if he still remained
a Chartist. He responded by saying:

If by a Chartist you mean one who fancies that a change

in mere political circumstances will bring about a millennium,

I am no longer one. That dream is goneeewith others. But if

to be a Chartist is to love my brothers with every faculty of

my soule~to wish to love and die struggling for their rights,

endeavouring to make them, not electors merely, but fit to be

electors, senators, kings, and priests to God and to His

Christ=«if that be the Chartism of the future, then am I

seven fold a Chartist, and ready to confess it before men,
though I were thrust forth from every door in England.lo

6Slosson, Pe 174
T(London, 1850).
8(London, 1871).

9Robert Bernard Martin, The Dust of Combat: A Llfe of Charles
Kingsley (London, 1959), p. 108.

10Charles Kingsley, Alton Locke, Tailor and Poet (London, 1850), p.

364.
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While Disraeli's novel did not mention Chartism, his presentation of
labor cdnditions gave moral support to their cause and publicized their
needs. In the Preface of the 1870 edition, Disraeli wrote "in Sybil, I
considered the condition of the;people. At ﬁhat time Chartist. agitation
was still fresh in the public memory, and its repetition was far from
im.proba.ble."ll For the writing of the novel he had at his disposal all
the correspondence of Feargus O'Connor, and he visited and observed all
the localities described in his book. !"The work is an accurate and never
exaggerated picture of the remarkable périod of our domestic history,"
he declared in the Preface.l?

The Parliamentary speeches of Disraeli in regard to the movement
voiced the same demand for action, and were delivered with a terse and
unmistakable flair. In a letter to his wife, written the day after the
presentation of the first National Petition to Parliamént by-the}Chartists,
Disraeli boasted that he had "made a most capital speech on Chartism last
night .... It was a most dgﬁaging speech to the government, aﬁd they
didntt like it."3 The speech dealt mainly with the misery and abuse
suffered by the working class, He laid gréat stress on the irresponsie
vbility of the Whig Ministry and expressed concern for the indifference of
the government to working class grievances.lh ' |

Disraeli's political philosophy was grounded in the conviction that -

llBenjamin [disraeli, Sybil or Two Nations (London, 1870), p. 2.
121bid.

13William Flavelle Monypenny and Ge?rge Earle Buck}e, The Life of
Benjamin 1srael1, Earl of Beaconsfield (New York, 1929), Vol. I, pp.
L85=-486.

ll‘lrlansard Thomas G, The Parllamenta Debates, Third Series,
(London, 1804, ff.), Vol. XLIX, cc. 246=251.
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the spirit of the British aristocracy, "Regenerated Toryism," could}and
must weld all classes in the country into one national body under its
leadership and control. While rejecting the Chartists'! belief that uni-
versal suffrage alone would cure the social ills, Disraeli demanded that
the government give due consideration to petition of grievances., He fore=
saw no great victory for the Chartists, declaring that "the time will come
when the Chartists will discover that in a country so afistocratic as
England even treason, to be successful, must be patrician. They will
discover that great truth, and when they find some desperate noble to

lead them, they may perhaps achieve greater results."l5

The Conservative and Whig speeches in rebuttal to the Petition
denied the contention that the Chartist grievances should be heard and
that there was any need for change. They centered their remarks on the
revolutionary economic aims voiced by the more radical Chartist leaders.
Their arguments usually took one of two forms: that the Chartists were
visionaries who held the erroneous idea that the poSséssion of political
power could alter the great unvarying laws of political economy in their
favor, or that they were a party of revolutionists determined to use the
Charter as a means to confiscate all property.

Lord John Russell, the spokesman for Whig forces in Parliament,
often referred to as "hero of the Reform Bill of 1832,"16 reacted to the
Petition and to Disraeli's support in an stubbdrnlj partisan manner. He
had registered his opinion earlier that no further Parliamentary reform

was needed, for the Reform of 1832 was a permanent and final achievement

1Monypenny and Buckle, p. 486.

" 16prank F. Rosenblatt, The Chartist Movement In Its Social and
Economic Aspects (New York, 1916), p. 36.
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with whiéh it would be "unwise to tamper."17 In 1838, as Secretary of
State of the Home Department he pronounced the torchlight meetings of the
Chartists illega.l..18 When Attwood introduced the 1839 Petition, Lord
Russell quickly spoke out against it. The movemént, he contended, was
led by persons who in revolutionary language "not exceeded in violence
and atrocity in the worse times of the French Revolution" called for the
people to undermine the laws and resort to arms. He brought the funda-
mental principles of the Charter under attack, and scorned the idea that
universal suffrage could establish general welfare in a country depending
very much upon commerce and manufactures. No legal provision pertaining
to represen@ation could accomplish this goal, Lord Russell assured the
Parliament. Look at the United States of America, he suggested; they
have token universal suffrage, but they suffer from business fluctuations.
Nor would he accept the Chartists! Petiticen as a national petition. The
theories and desires expressed in the document belonged to a minority of
"very designing and insidious persons," wishing not the prosperity of the
people, but seeking to arouse discord and confusion. The petitioners, he
said, wanted only to produce "a degree of misery ... Z;hg7 ese alarm that
would be fatal, not only to the constitution, ... not only to those
rights said to be monopolized by a particular class, But fatal te any
established government."1l9

Russell persisted in explaining Chartism as an unnecessary and
meaningless noise raised by people who could not, or would not, accept

17Parlia.mentarx Debates, Third Series, Vol. XL, c. 1192.

18451&vy, Triumph of Reform, p. 300.

19parliamentary Debates, Third Series, Vol. XLIX, cc. 220-256.
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the realities of economics. In 1839 he wrote in A Letter to the Elector

of Stroud of

.+.the working classes who have declared their adherence to

what is called the People's Charter, but few care for Unie

versal suffrage, vote by Ballot, or Annual Parliaments.

The greater part feel the hardship of their social cone

dition; they complain of their hard toil and insufficient

wages, and imagine that Mr. Qaster or Mr. Fielden will

lead them to a happy v:Llla,gef2 where their labour will be

light, and their wages high.<0

Party and class loyalities also determined the interpretations given
to the Chartist Movement by the contemporary journals and periodicals.
The (London) Times, the largest circulating daily in Britain, spoke the
mind of the conservative portion of the public. In reporting a mass
meeting held to publicize the Charter on September 17, 1838, the péper
indignantly stated that "o admit workingmen to Parliament would be to
return to 'that savage nature in which the natural rights of men might be
exercised by everyone who was strong enough to oppress his neighbor.'"21
The Times reported that some four or five thousand attended the meeting,
while Chartist publications and other favorable reports put the attendance
at 30,000.%2 |

The presentation of the 1842 Petition in Parliament and the demon-
strations in its support received stiil more unfavorable consideration
by the Times. The petitioners felt assured that this petition, signed by
three million people, would be given solemn attention. Editorially, the

Times stated the number of signatures was quite irrelevant. The question

onuoted in Slosson, pb. 28=29.

21Times, September 18, 1838, quoted in Halévy, The Triumph of Reform.
p. 296. .

22Ha1évy, The Triumph of Reform, p. 296.
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to be settled, the paper insisted, was not how the people should be fully
represented, but how they should be well governed. Further, the editors
assured the readers, the "governments do not rest on the consent of the
people, but simply on their own established existence=~that the powers
that be have a claim upon our allegiance because they are 123

'The only reform agitation to gain the backing of the Times and its
editor, John Walter, was the Anti-Poor Law Movement. At first the paper,
and the Tory gentry for whom it spoke, welcomed the new Poor Law because
the bill reduced taxes. By 1838 the new system was established in the
agricultural south but caused great difficulty in the northern manu;
facturing areas. The Tories began to ally with the Anti=Poor Law in;
surgents against the common foe, the Wh;gs, and gradually the Times be=
came the mouthpiece of the Anti=-Poor Law.agitation. Its purpose seemed
to be to discredit the Whig administrétion rather than champion a needed
reform, however.24 The paper attacked Lord Russell with righteous in=-
dignation when he yielded to pressure by the manufactures and issued a
proclamation forbidding torchlight meetings. Clearly this violated the
Englishmen's right to assembly, the editors protested.25 Later the ar=
rest of Rev..Joseph Stephens, an active Anti-Poor Law organizér, added
more fuel to their burning wrath. The editors violently opposed the ar-
rest. |

Throughout the agitation for the Charter, the Times systematically

ignored the demand for universal suffrage and depicted the activities in

f»23Times, May 3, 1842, quoted in Slosson, p. 62.
2hHa1€vy, The Triumph of Reform, p. 288,

251bid., p. 300,
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the Noyth as exclusively an agitation against the Poor Law. While re~

porting the activities and programs of the movement with a falr degree

of objectivity, editorially the Times never regarded the Charter or the
Chartists as a true reform movement.

The ultra-conservative Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine could find
nothing in any of the working class reform activities to commend, not
even the repeal of the Poor Law. The magazine shared the Times' delight
in reflecting discredit on the Whig Ministry. In a lead article in
April, 1838, Blackwood's accused the Whigs of adding to the obnoxious
conduct of the "discontents of the working classes™ by their speeches.
The Whig's Reform Bill of 1832 “was vicicus in principle and dangerous
in tendency,® and now they had gone even further and given encouragement
to "popular encroachment® on the governm.ent.26 The Ministry, said the
article, contributed to ﬁhe.discontent by irresponsible language that ate
tacked the Established Church in Ireland and the Attorney General, and by
uttering "sneers at the House of Lords;'" by showing sympathy to the
- "party in the state who advocates the pfosecution of organic changes in
the constitutioni" and by the "countenance whieh they give to persons
notorious for their violations of the law."27 The article urged the
Ministry to guard the constitutien against any new disturbances, to en-
force obedience to all laws, and to increase "dissemination of Christian
instruction as the one remedy that should be applied to the disease," for
the "Church and State, the observance of laws and the diffusion of re«

ligion, are the sum and substance of the British Constitution."28

26"Discontents of the Working Classes," Blackwood's Edinburgh Maga-
zine, XLIII (April, 1838), pp. 427=429.

27Tbid., pp. 429=43l.

28Tpid., pp. 432«L33.
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‘The Chartists were banded together to obtain universal suffrage by
use of terror, intimidation and violence, Blackwood's informed its readers
in September, 1839. They desired only universal liberation from taxation
and division of property. Only the "lowest," '"most ignorant," and "most
desperate of the kingdom" were involved., The magazine commended the
Government for making sincere, though tardy, efforts to put down the
Chartist agitation and demanded that the Govermnment also put an end to
the Chartist Convention. For six months this convention had night after
night propagated "rank sedition" and "highest treason."™? This Charter,
if conceded, would establish a lj'F’au'lia..ment. of Paupers,ﬁ the journal in;
sisted.Bo This would be disastfous since "what the wofking class under-
stand by political power is just the means of putting their hands in their
neighbor's pockets."Bl |

Blackwood's Magazine'even questioned the advisibility of the Whig
Ministry's recognizing the existence of the Charter. Its recoge
nition of the name gave to the pamphlet the appearance of a solemn ine
strument coming from some kind of authority, and representing some
national interest. The Prime Minister also came under fire foq;having
received a delegation of workers on July 9, 1842, and the papert;emained
confident that he would not so lower himself again.32

The Chartist Movement, as depicted by Blackwood's, comnsisted of a

<9uThe Chartists and Universal Suffrage,™ Blackwood's Edinburgh
‘Magazine, XLVI (September, 1839), pp. 289=294.

3Ourhe Riots," Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine, LII (September, 1842),
p. 411.

3lBlackwood's, XLVI, p. 30L.

32"Anti~CornaLaw Deputation to Sir Robert Peel,™ Blackwood's Edine
burgh Magazine, LIII (August, 1842), pp. 272=273.
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rebellious and revolutionary minority of immeral persems attempting to
ruin all established law and property inm England. Fuall responsibility
for the growth of the movement lay with the Whig Ministry due to its "exe
aggerated expectations and unbounded promises" held forth during the 1832
Reform agitation and to the "strenuous efforts which they have ever since
made to prevent an extension of the religious institutions of the
country, "33

The Whigs, however, were not without defense, since The Edinburgh
Beview adequately represented the cause. It gave full support to the
administration's new Poor Law, maintaining that all "systematic relief
of the poor ... is an interference with the natural 6rder of soclety as
resting upon the institution of property .... It abregates the temporal
punishment for wvice, indolence, and improvidence ... [;hg7 oo+ Weakens
the motives to exertion, frugality, self=denial, and fcresighto"3b The
Review argued that no legislation would improve the working class po-
sition. The only answer was inbtellectual, religious, and moral edu=
cation of the working classes that they might form better habits and
sounder opinions for these would be the principal causes of their ecow
nomical im.provement.35

Above all else, The Edinburgh Review saw the Charter agitation as

obstacle to practical reforms. It would be possible for the Chartists
to secure their ends perhaps but never through their adopted means. The

six points of the Charter were neither necessary for the attainment of

33Blackwood's, XLVI, p. 294.

3l"”Legisleubion for the Working Classes," The Ebinburgh Review or
Critical Review, 83 (January, 1846) No. CLIVII, p. 83.

351bid., p. 94
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good government nor the shortest way to attalament. ALl governments
would listen to reasonable claims. 30 The guarterly urged the Chartists
to study the histeory of the Anti~Corn Law agitation which conveyed a
worthy example, That movement confined itself with unswerving conirol
to one object, a practical, economical reform, which effected directly
and powerfully the most intimate interests of the people. They attained
their goal, while en the other hand, the Charter only delayed Parlia%
mentary enactment of reforms. Their agitation diverted the attention of
the people from the accessible to the imaccessible, the Edinburgh told
the Chartists.>/

The Quarterly Heview counteracted the Edinburgh's Whiggery by as—

suring its readers that if a Conservative Ministry were in office and
were to allow riobs to occur in the towns and then to kill several
rioters in a feeble attempt to gquiet the demonstrations, the Whigs would
quickly declare it governmental negligewnce. The whole problem was one
of dereliction of duty and inability to exert the power of the law by
the governmment, because the Chartists were only misguided lawbreakers,
declared the Reviewu38

The Chartists themselves supplied the most detailed and at the same
time the most prejudiced accounts of the movement. The various factions
of Chartism had their own organs of communicabions., Some of these papers
were of sound quality and lasted for several years, obthers wsre shorte

lived, poorly=written tracts. These pericdicals made no effort to achieve

36"Elect@ral Districts," The Edinburgh Review or Cribical Review,
95 (January, 1852) No. CXCIII, pp. 242=243. -

371bid., pp. 2LL=245,

38ngketches of Popular Tumults," Quarterly Review, LXV (December,
1839), No. CXXIX, pp. 295=296.
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objectivity, but were founded to serve as a sounding board for the cone
victions and theories of the writers and editors,

Other than these publications, produced in the heat of the reform
econflict, Chartist definitions and asssssments of their movement are
available in the autobiographies of its leaders and in compilstions of thelr
writings. R. H. Gammage, a member of the executive committee of ths
Chartist Convention, was the first to produce a history of the movement
in 1854, #illiam Jovett's (dPe smd Strugelss, wes complated in 1570,
and the writings and spesches of Ernest Jones were published in 1952,
Thesé three works provide a striking example of the diversity in the
philosophies and personalities of the Chartists.

Robert H. Gammage was a native of Northamphbon. When he was enly
twelve his father died, leaving his mother with five children and a
future of struggling against sevsre poverty. Apprenticed to a coach
trimmer, Gammage first heard the principles of democracy from fellow
workers. At the age of seventeen he became a member of the London
Working Men's Association and enthusiastically worked for the adoption
of the Charter, lecturing and aiding in the organizing of Working Men's
Associations. In the latter years of Chartism he became involved in a
personal and bitter feud with O'Connor and Ernest Jones .37

Jones, born in Berlin in 1819, was reared and educated in Eagland,
His father was a major in the British army and his mother the daughter
of a well=to=do Kentish landowner. Directed by his father, Ernest's sdu-
cation included intensive attention to languages. Showing an oubtstanding

literary aptitude and ability very early, he published prose and poems

39Gammage, PP. Alle=ll2,
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while still quite young. Later, howewver, he entered into the study of
law and was called to the Bar in April, 184L. His years of activity and
leadership in the Chartist Movement were the years following the Petition
of 1848.40 |

Jones' interest in politics appeared to date from the autumn of
1844, when he purchased Kearnsey Abbey in Kent. - Some speculated>that
this move was made to prepare for a Parliamentary seat. However, the
purchase resulted only in his financial collapse. This failure, some
suggest, can be credited with his conversion to political radicalism.
In Septembef, 1845, Jones accepted the position of secretary to a rail=
road company, and about the same time he became attracted to radical

politics. His own account says that "In the winter of 1845, having ac=

cidently seen a copy of'the Northern Star, and findiﬁg the political
principles advocated harmonised with my own, 1 sought the executive and
joined the Chartist Movement .l

Imyett was a Cornishman who migrated to London in 1821. From
about 1825 he was actively engaged in the manual trades. He personally
experienced the displacement caused by the factofy system: when compe=
tition from a new trade threw him out of work; he found it impossible to
join a union for protection because he had not served an apprenticeship.
He worked as a craftsman, coffee-house keeper, agitator, journalist and
schoolmaster., He saw from the inside almost every popular movement of

the 1830's and 1840's as a member and later President of the Cabinetmaker's

4050hn Saville (ed.), Ernest Jones: Chartist, Selections From the
ert%ggs and Speeches of Ernest Jones With Introduction and Notes (London,
1952), pp. 9=15.

41

Ibid., ppo 15“"16'
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Society, store~keeper for the first London Co=Operative Trading Asso=
ciation, secretary of the British Association for Promoting Co=Operative
Knowledge, a member of the Grand National Consolidated Trades Union,
founder and secretary of the London Working Men's Association, secretary
of The Chartist Convention in 1839, secretary of the National Association
for Promoting the Political and Social Improvement of the People, and a
delegate to Sturge's Complete Suffrage Conference in 1842.

Several facets of Lovett's character and experience greatly in-
fluenced his view of the movement. First, Loveti spent his adult life
in London and was inclined to view England with a Londoner's eyeé.
Purther, being a skilled craftsman, a member of an exclusive trade union,
Lovett was not actually of the factory system. He could not know in-
dustrial England with its masses of miners and cotton operateors of the
North, without organization or tradition, crowded into towns no better
than mining camps. The great difference between O'Connor's view of England
and that of Lovett's explain the difference in their interpretations of
Chartism.42

Lovett's major concern was that the working men should gain politie-
cal rights. Knowing that political power was won and successfully exe~
cuted by informed and reasoning people, Lovett dreamed and worked for an
educated working class. This process of gradual education and assumption
of political prominence would eventually elevate the position of the
workers. He was occasionally forced to suggest more aggressive measures,
but they were alien to his character and philosephy. As the mest promie

nent leader and organizer of the London Working Men's Association in

42r0vett s PPe vevii.
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1836, Levett defined the purpose and intent of the association to be the
promotlion of working class unity and edu&a‘t.ion; The Association hoped to
create "a reflecting publiec opinion® which would lead io a gradual ime
provement of the working classes "without commotion or violence;"% He
| insisted that the Association should concentrate on securing political re-
forms and not be "led away by promises of repealing the detested Poor I.aw,“
or any of the other infamous laws which Whig and Tory have united to en-
acty, ..., unless the promise be accompanied by the pledge of universal
suffrage, and all the other great essentlials of selfagoverment; ulte
The manifestoes and addresses written by Lovett during his active
years in the london Working Men’s Assoclation and the Chartist Movement

give a clear indication of his personal views of Chartism., Briefly, the
K

(N4

major eontent of the writings can be stated in four fundamental jdeas,
Flrst, Lovett believed sovial evils to be the consenuences of social
institutions; transformation of the institutlons was necessary te allevio
ate the evils, "When we in‘véstigate the origin of pauperism, igmrame;
misery and crime we may easily trace the black catalogue to exclusive
legislation, W6 The second principal contention was that the cause of
soclal evils is government by a political oligarchy interested orly in
perpetuating the unjust p::fivilegesa The remedy, Lovett vprcpo.sed,‘ was

. political democracy, a Parliament selected from the best of every ¢lass,
desiring the happiness of alleb"? He argued that manhood suffrage was a

“31vid., ppo 5961
Mresa., pe 122,
. ¥4 outlined by R, H, Tawney in Introduction to Lovett, Life and
Strupggles, v
%L@vett, po 266,

ly?Ibido ] ppo 119“1200
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natural right since the government is for the benefit of all., The Chartisis
were not impracticable schemers, he argued, for the prineiples of the
Charter were the laws and customs of their am:esi',c»rs.h8 They did not want
equality of political rights in order to "lop off an unjust tax or useless
venslon, or to get a transfer of wealth, power or influence for a party;"
but only to effect a probe of social evils and create remedles to unjust
fl.sanwsa]""9
Since he believed education to be necessary for genuine democracy and
emancipation; lovett declared that the fiwst duty of the reformers was te
work for the creation of a national system of education, This third
principle was made very explicit in an "Address on the Subject of Hdu-
cation® in 1837; Lovett called the workers "to prepare their minds to
combat with the errors and enemies of society .;.; Think you a cofrupt
Government could perpetuate its exslusive and demoralizing influsnce amid
a people thus united and instructed?*’0 He acoused the governing classes
of purposely making knowledge aczessible only to the rich and protested
that education was ™not a charity, but a right, a right derivable Pfrom
society itself .... It is the duty of the Govermment to provide the means
of education for the whole nation,"sl

lastly, Lovett felt that the cause of democracy was intérnaticna1¢

The Lordon Working Men's Association was the first English organization

to produce manifestoes for foreign consumption. Since the govermments

of Furope were in common league to suppress all movements for refowr, the

“S1maa., . 217,
“91md., p. 97.
OTedd,, pp. M=95.
Slipid,, p. 182,
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wrkers should likewise feel some common unity and cause, lovett reasmn&d;
fn 1837 the rondon Woriing Ven's fssociation vublished an “Address to
Wearking Classes of fmerica® which began: "Citicans of the American %e=
publie, We address you in the spirit of fraternity which bescmes workinge
men in all the couniries of the woxrld ... the tyrants of the world ave
strong, becanse we, the working millicns are divided."52 One year later
they addressed a manifesto to the "Working Classes of Purcome and Fse
vecially to the Folish People,” proclaiming “Fellowezroducers of Wealth!
Seeing that they are nowerful through your ignorance, why should not we
unite to teach vur brethren a knowledge of their rights and duties?“53
flthough lovett's emphasis was for education and political refomm,
he was not silent on the guestions of veliey that divided and worriéd
the Chartist Wovement. He addressed himself to the two prevalent fuestionss
the nationalization of land, and the division of the movement into a
physi@al-farce and a moral-force camp, In the land controversy. [ovett
t#iid not share the {'lUommer's desire to see the land mationalized, bul felt
that there should be a Iree trade in land with coeoverative or indivirual
farming to be decided on the basis of whichever seemed advisable, Hatione
alization would create vproblems, he wrote, for it would necessitate ine
demnification to present landholders, which could only be done by an
enormous addition to the debt, Noreover, the State would be an “ine

dlfferent landlord,” and the funds derived from land oimership would make

°

»

Lelule,

the state independent of the people and create many goverrmenial of

4N

Purther, he rejected the ecommunistis vregrams, such as that of Jones, ar-
guing that if the land should belong te and be adminictered solely by the

commune, it would only be a "reduetion of the evil within navrewer Limitsy
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and from what we have hitherto experienced of municipal and parochial
govermnent in minor affairs, it does »not' augur much in favor of communal
government for such a purpose.," What was needed, he stated, was a useful
kind of coecperation where the capital and labor would be éombined to es-
tablish a unity of interests rather than a conﬂict.su He never attempted
to outline the spécific program the Chartists should follow in accomplish-
ing this task, however,

Although he provided the sustaining spirit of the "moral force camp"
of the movement, Lovett did not reject all vhysical and practical policies
ir his approach to Char_tism. He certainly preached moderation and patience,
convinced that "Whatever is gained in England by force, by force must be
- sustained; but whatever springs from knowledge and justice will sustain
itself."55 But he was willing to entertain the possibility of physiecal
action as the last weapon of defense. He was secretary of the drafting
committee for the "Manifesto of Ulterior Measures" that was drawn up ime.
mediately after the submission of the National Petition to Parliament in
1839, The manifesto labeled the goverrment of_England"a despotism and
called the indﬁstrious classes slaves, "We have reSolved to obtain our
rights," the document declared, "peaceably if we may, foreibly if we must;
but woe to those who begin the wﬁrfare with the ﬁillions, or who forcl.-
 bly restrain their peaceful agitation for 'justioﬁ."56 »

O*Connor would later use Lovett's authorship of thi.s manifesto in an
effort to brand Lovett a revolutionary. Affhe’r his release from jail,‘
Lovett trled to counteract the impression of ‘violenéeroonveyed by the

Mbid., pp. 436-437.
551bid., p. 197,
561pid., pp. 212-219.
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Wiarifeste of Ulterior Measures.” He did not disclam the hand he had in
the writing of the document but admitted it was an act of folly., By way
of rationalization, he wrote thét he "sacrificed much ih that Convention
for the sake of union and for the love and hope I had in fhe cause, and I
have still vanity enoﬁgh to believe that if I had not been imprisoned I
could have prevented many of tﬁe outbreaks and follies that oceurred, *57

Gammage was not the theorist that Lovett ms; being only a worker
in the ranks of Chartism, And although he made great claims of ob-
jeetivity in the Introduetion of his study of the movement, his views
were definitely colored By personal prejudices, This is understandable,
for he devoted many years of his life to the cause and flelt that it was
of high merit, To be sure, he spoke of the weaknesses of the movement,
poor leadership and irresponsible propaganda, but he hastily added that
none of this was enough to justify contempt or promote ridicule., Nothing,
it seemed, really weakened the force of right thai he féund in the move-
ment. The Govermment, Gammage's villian, arﬁéd the middle and upper
classes against the Chartists5® and sent the police in to break up Chartist
meetings, giving no consideration even to women and child;;en. He called
the action a "brutal and unjustifiable onslaught upon the unarmed multi.
\':é.nies.“5 9 The Govermment's supreme indiffereme #assured the Chartists |
that nothing short of blobdy revolution could ‘ever enable the people to
wrest thelr rights from their oppressors."éo A

Gammage stoutly maintained that the political guestion was not the

57Tbid., pp. 212-215.

58(:-ammage, Pp. 107-108,

591144, 5 p. 143,

601b1d., p. 156



Chartists' only concern, Political reforms ﬁa:e valued as abstract
justice, as a means of securing a better social position for the working
classes, He doubted if there ever were e great politieal movement of the
people without social origins since the chief desire ofvmnn, he wrote, is
to possess the means of socialvenjoyment.b Soclal wrongs taught the masses
the value of politlcal rightss the masses contrast the conditions of the
enf'ranchised classes with their owns reasoning from cause to effect, they
arrive at the conclusion that the deprivation of political power is the
cause of the social anomalies.61

Gammage defended physical force as & necessary tenet of Chartism,
However, the division within the movement proved unfortunate, playing di-
rectly into the hands of the middle class, as:each section weakened and
destroyed the power of the other. Govermments are necessarily institu.
‘tions of force, both moral and physical, he ingisted, In establishing
the laws governments use moral precepts, but for the enforcement of those
laws physical power is necessar.y.62

Gammage's personal esteem for the Chartist Movement is most apparent
in his discussion of the relationship and 1utefhotion between the Anti-
Corn Law League and the Chartists, The middle-class mamfacturers used
"the repesl of the corn laws as bait to draw the peoplelfrom their move=
ment for suffrage, he wrote. They knew that thé Chgrtef meant the end
of the reign of social monopoly. They ﬁanted té divert the’peoﬁle's ate
tention to only one monopoly-=that of the landlords.  Dbscribing'the’c@rn
laws as the one great source of social misery of the wofking 61asses,'the

manufacturers pletured the repeal of those laws as the panacea for all

lypia,, pp. 1415,
62111d,, pp. 95-96.
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- 1l1l1s, while they told the people they had no objection to the Charter; in
its proper time, But the Chartists did not fall for the bait, Gemmage
claimed; since théy were able to thwart the com lﬁw rebealefs in most
all theirrefforts. Most authorities agree\the Anti.Corn Law League did
irreparable damagé to the Chartiét cause by sipﬁoniﬁg off many of their
leaders and masses of their followers, luring them with a promise of
cheap bread, Nbﬁ so Gammage, who contended that the Chartists drove "the
Free Traders into holes and corners,"S3 |

Gammage published his study in 185k, when Chartism was still a live
- and somewhat astive force in England., He concluded his book with an ap-
peal for the working men to learn from the "failings" of some of the
Chartist leaders, undoubtedly referring to O'Comnor, who Gammage felt
had "wrecked" the movement, Imitate thelr virtues rather than their
weaknesses, he counselled, He considered the wreckgd cause as still a
noble one and one which would again revive.6u =

Jones, of all the Chartist leaders, most ne#rlY-approached a
Marxist position.65 From his earliest Chartist career, the influence of
Marx and Engels on his developing soelalism was decisive, - At first the
influence came through Julian Harney, a fellow Chartist, who had for
several years been an admirer of Markign ﬁhought. Later Jones knew and
corresponded with both Marx and Engels, aﬁd'atvthe s;me time remained in
close contact with the gg;ggé;German movement in Lbhdoh. The ability to
speak and vead German fluently allowed hinm to become acquainted with the
leading ideas of the Communist Manifesto, Other than Harney, Jones was

31p1d., pp. 113-115.
641rad,, pe W2,

6533Vi119g Pe 82,
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probably the only Chartist who read and concurred with the German social-
ists and attempted to apply their ideas to the particular problems of the
English workérs.66 _

Jones's statements defining and clarifying Chartism reflected his
gradual involvement in Marxian theorles, His first public statement of
Chartist principles was more radical than socialist, dealing with ab-
stract ideas rather than programs and policies. He stated:

It is because I wish to see a govermment that governs

for the generel good, instead of individual interest--a

House of Commons that shall represent a people instead of

a party--a church that shall be something more than a

portion for the younger sons of titled houses~~in time a

liberal democracy instead of a tyramnical oligarchy, and

it is because I belleve the People's Charter alone calcu-

lated to ensure these results %hat I am desirous of be-

coming one of your delegates.6

In January of 1847, Jones became joint editor with O'Connor of The
Labourer, This publication devoted most of its columns to the discussion
of the aims and objects of the land movemen‘l:.68 In June, 1848, Jones was
arrested and charged with seditious behavior and unlawful assembly, After
spending two years in prison, he returned to his Chartist activities and
began publishing his weekly Notes to the Peog 9.69 _

The Notes to the People contain the essence of all Jonea's personal
interpretation of the Chartist Movement, Many of the 1deas and even the
phrases are Marxian in origin, In one ai'b,iole-hq éssured his readers
that "the capitalists of all kinds will be our foes as long as they

exist ..., therefore they mist be put down ..., We must have class against

66101, pp. 26-27.

67Northern Star, May 9, 1846, quoted in Saville, p. 19.
688aville, pe 24, | |
691bid., p. 46,



class ,.. all other mode of proceeding is moqnshine."70,'

Appavently Marx and Fngels recognized Jones's ability o popularize
their theories in ¥npland, Their letters reveal that they regavded him
as their best channel to the minds of ﬁhe inglish woriing masses and
homed to use his ability, ?hgels, for exawnﬁe, wrote to Marx on Harch 18,
15352

From all I see, the Chartists are so complétely dis-

organized and scattered, and at the same time so short of

useful people, that they must either fall comvletelv to

vieces and degenerate into cliques .. o they must be re-

constituted on an entirely new basis by a fellow wno knows

his business. Jones is qulte on the right lines fer this,

and we may well say that he would not have got on the right

road without our teaching, for he would never have dis-

covered how the only basis on which the Chartist party can

be reconstituted, namely the instinctive hatred of the

workers for the industrial bourgeoisie,71
They contimued to maintain contact with Jones and his work, with some 132
letters passing between Marx and Ingels between the years 1847 and 1854
making direct reference to Jones.72 _

The necessity of Systematized organization fbr the achievement of
seientific soclalism filled Jones's messages to the populace, The last
letter he wrote to thé Chartists before his trial declared that they had
one duty, and that was to organize, And in the Northern Star on April 8,
1348, he stressed the need for organization‘since "yithout it a people
is a mob: but with it becomes an army, w73 |

The importance of economic factors also received more attention in
Jones's consideration of the origin and purpqse of the movement than in
70notes to the People, Vol. I, p. 342, quoted by Saville, P 172,
718aville, p. 40,

721144, , Appendix,

31rdd., p. 28.
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either Lovett's or Gammage's, He believed that:the working classes had
little sympathy with the struggle for volitical rights unless they could
foresee results in social benefits, Assﬁred that the masses did not fully
understand the link between political power and social reform, he felt it
necessary to hold up "the Big [oaf" beside ﬁhe_"Cap of 11berty."7u Trade
unjons and co-operatives would not secure this “Big Loaf" or any advantage
for them since they were "lamentable fallacies® and "misdirections of time,
means and energy."75 Only an effective natiénal_organization could brinz
victory; thus all needed to combine under the banner of the Charter.

The land should be nationalized, Jones agreed, but only on a national
basis with national planning and exeecution., The iarge fam system when
properly carried out proved a "thousandfold" better than the small farm
system, he contended, and the fams shoculd be owned by the St#te and
mgnaged by the veople. The ultimate goal was to be the bringing of large
masses of labor power to the appropriate masses of-land; The problem as |
it existed was that large farm systems had capitallbﬁt employed little
labor, while the small farm suffered from a lack of-ca;itai. The two must
be combined, Jones urged, and it must be done nationally, not on the small
Owenite commnnity basis 7%

The call for the "Blg loaf® and the nationalization of land repre-
sented a more_revolutionary Chartism_than had been envisioned according
to Jones's first ﬁmémmes, As he said in October, 1850, soon after his

release from prisons

?MNorthern Star, August 10, 1350, qnéted in Saville, pp. 111112,

. . 75Notes 39_ the Peotle, Vol. II, p. 976, quoted in Seville, pp. 190
55, | lotes People 11e

7""I\kﬂ:es to the People, Vbl. I. PP. ?51—95?, auoted in naville, v
14ha1L5,
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I went into your prison a Chartist, but ,.. I have acome
out of it a Republican, You may tell them, in the speech
for whieh you arrested me I spoke of a green flag waving
over Downing Street. I have changed my colour since then
~=it shall be a red one now,”7 '

The meaning of Chartism, therefore, not only differs from Chartist to
Chartis{t but often changes in that meaning are readily discernible in an

individual 's definition as he and the movement matured,

?7Horthern Star, October 26, 1850, quoted in Saville, p. 113.



CHAPTER IIT
CHARTISM: THE SOCIALISTS' INTERPRETATIONS

The diversity seen in the contemporary accounts of Chartism is only
compounded and multiplied by the later ﬁritings about the movament: The
contemporaries who saw, knew, or read first-hand of the Charter agitation

_differed on the essence, procedure, aims, and outcome of the working-
class demands. So dld later historians; and so do they yet; Subsequent
Ainterpreters of Chartism fall int§ three general categories: historians
‘whq have presented Chartism as an example of class conflict with revo-
lutionar& tendencies based on an unhealthy distribution of wealthi those
who gave major émphasis to political factors and implicatlions of the move-
ment; and those who emphasized the social discontent and upheaval of the
times and their contributions to the rise of Chartism,

One of the moét important factors in the shaﬁing of all historical
literature after the middle of the nineteenth century was the same uni-
versal phenomenon that produced Chartism»itsélf§-1ndu§triglizatioan The
advance of modern technology and the‘material progress of the nineteenth
century had profoundteffeéts not only upon histo;y'but alsb.upon the writ-

~ ing of history. Thus‘during the second‘half of the century there developed
'a more scientific,‘ériticﬁi, and scholarly approach to historiography and a
move toward specialication, Historians begah_to deal with either cultural;
political; economic, religious, or soéial forces and institutions in history;

15ames Westfall Thompson, A History of Historical Writing (New Yorkj,
1942), Preface. _ ) '
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The machine age, with its urbanization, “proletarianization,*

scientific methodology, and tremendous economic pressures, gave the
greatest impetus to the economic considerations in history., Resulting in
the rise of & new school of historiography ususlly designated as "histori-
cal materialism,"z'this embraces the interpretations that dwell on the
importance of economic factors on the political and social étructure of
society. |

The ultimate expression of this historical materialism is fourd in
the writings of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, Mhrx's theory of scien
tnfic soclalism and his dialectic method were not the first to emphasize
economies as the greatest determinant of the course of history, but there
éan be little doubt that his system sharply challenged the prevailing
historiography and in:luenced most pointedly tﬁe development of social
and economic history. Many later historiané acknowledged a greatvdébt
to Marx for his pioneering of econoﬁic determinism ih human history, al-
though they rejectéd his rigid Marxianvtheory.a

This interest in economic and material influences on political and
social institutions gained a new following in the early twentieth century,
vhen many Englishmen became concerned with the effects of industrialise-
vtion upon their society, ‘The machines_that were to have'produced luxuries
and’to.have‘proﬁided a better life for all had in fact reduced many to
slave labor, and these unfortunatep‘raaped*none'of the ‘awards of mechani-
zation, Many began to apply the theories and ﬁhilosophy of the English
vgnd French Utopisn Socialisﬁs, Christi#n Soclalists, and Marxian Sedene
tific Soéialists to é‘reevaluation of all history and ﬁo'propose great

%Frits Stern (ed.), The Varietles of Histom From Voltaire to
Present (New York, 1956), p. 155, _

3A_usubel, P. 327.
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changes for the future, _Chartism. as a working class movement, received
much attention fraﬁ these new soclalists, for in the history and program
of this labor agitation they found expression of their own socialist
themes, - And although the Pebple's Charter was political in its demands,
many elements of Chartism lend themselves to a socialist interpretation,

| ‘The physiocal conditions of the fnglish working classes in the early
nineteenth century were unbelievably bad, and the'refdrms demanded were
to ultimately relieve these conditions, The earlier attempts of the
werking class to better thelr situation through trade unions relled
solely on economic pvessures, There is much to support the contention
that class consciousness was fairly well developed. Without exceptiecn
the leaders of the Chartists considered themselves working men, and were
regarded as such by their followers, Laboring men manned the movemept,
with the exceptlon of honorary membters and an infiltration from the Antie
Corn-Law Leagﬁe. Repudiation of the Heform Bill of 1832 by the Zhartists,
which may be regarded as a complete breach with the middle class, ex-
emnlifies the existénse of class divisions.

Many of the Chartists' writings end speeches also suprort the view
of Chartism as a result of economic factors and a step forward in the
evolution of a soclalist program, ALl Chartist leaders and publications
>’m4de reference to the economic probleﬁs of the workers as they leveled
' demands and accusations against the landlords and commercial classes,

They'spoke.of rents, the price of food; and wages, Certain segments and
leaders within the léoselyaassociated movement dwelt heavily upon ecow
nomic problems and vroposed econemie rather than political ﬁeans:cf
'achieving their gosls, For examvle, the works of Féargus (¢ Connor might
easily convince a historian that the movement wasishgped totally by

economic forces and that the yarticipants deéired‘only a redistribution



of wealth, VO'Connor and his followers called for the enactment of his
unique "land plan.” He submitted details for oonsideration to the
Chartist Convention in September, 1843, This pl.ah, reflecting his hatred
of mé.chinery and the factory system, proposed to remedy the evils of the
: system by returning the pecple to the land, Organized on a corporation
basis, O'Connor's land scheme called for working men to buy shares in the
"Chartist Land Co-Operative Sooiety." These shares could be purchased in
weekiy installments. The land company planned to tuy estates on the open
market and divide them into small holdings. Tenant rent was to be very
loﬁ:’,ﬂ five per cent per anmum, and all proceeds from the rent were to be
reinve;‘téd' ;ln more vland for the company, The scheme gained officlal
sanction by the National Convention in 1845, Due to the comparative
prosperity of the period foilowlng and the lack of business ability on
the part of O'Comnor, the program met with little success, although some
land was purchased and a few artisans returned to fu-m:l.ng.l+

During the campaign for the Land Company, O'Conrior won the admira-
tion and discipleship of Ernest Jones, who had for some time been
actively engaged in agitating for democratic and soclal reforms, Jones
became the 6o-editor of two Chartist papers owned and editgd by O!Connor,
The Northem Star, which gives the best and most comprehensive account of
the happenings and programs ’of Chartism, ma‘» established. by O'Connor in
1837, To publicize and encourage participation in his land scheme he be-
gan publication of a second paper, The Labourer, in 1847, As pointed out
earlier, most of Jones's writings show a olear example of Marxlan ine
fluence, |

Another socialist theory can be found in J, Bronterre O'Brien's

uHove]l, pp. 267-282,



5

Bronterre's Netional Reformer, also a Chartist publication, O'Brien did
not favor Jones's somprehensive collective schemes but insisted the land
should be redistributed by the governmqntas Moreover, the tone of the
1839 Chartist Petition to the House of Commons gave vent to c¢lass hos-
tility and pointed especially to fiscal oppressions. The pstitioners
maintained that England'wls a land of enterprising merchants and in-
dustrious working men which had enjoyed a prolonged period of peace, and
| yet they still existed in great suffering. fTaxes were high, they insisted,
and the workhouses were full, The Reform Bill of 1832 promised to remedy
this grave situation, but the poor of FEngland had been bitterly deceived.
The petition dogmetically declared that the laws which ﬁade food dear and
money Scarce must be abolished, They demanded that taxation be made to
f£all on property, not on industry.6 Chartist participation in the Anti.
Corn lLaw agitation showed also that the masses may have teen more desirous
of cheaper food than of the right to vote. The speeches of C'Connor,
Jones, and ‘Stevhens were filled with referenczes to revolutions, riots, and
demands for economig gains for the working class, v
The intensity of the class conflicts and revolutionary desives within
Chartism has always divided historians. Their interpretatiéns have a
broad range. Some proclaim economics to be the most important of the
factars that produced and molded Chartism, others feel that the political
demands of Chartism were wholly a product of the economie depressions,
while still others present the movement as the beginning of active sociale
ism in England, and the extremists see in Chartism the first example of
the "inevitalble class struggle® believed t¢ be emerging in every capitalist

5Slosson, p. 42,

6Gammage, pp. 96.98,
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Karl Marx and Friedrich Ingels, cqntemporaries of the movement,
treated it as o laboring class struggle against the capitalist system,
Their writings show great sympathy and enthuslasm fer Chartism, seeing in
it fulfillment of thelr predictions of class struggle and possible basis
for international socialism.’ Marx in his earliest writings recognized
the unique position of lngland in the midenineteenth century, As the
starting point and principal locale of industrial capitalism, Bmitéin ﬁq—
came the home of the most powerful bourgeoisie and the largest proletariat
in the world. British merchants dominated the commercial scene throughout
the.century,a For Marx, England was the "wveritable laboratory™ where the
forces of capitalism were most prevalent. In order to investigate the
nature of capitalist methods he turned to their “eclassical grounds,”
England.g where all aprarian 1ife was made sutordinate o capitalist ex-
rloitation, He drew a great deal of his material and iliustrations for
Das Kapital from British history, Here the rural population was uprocted,
villages razed, farm buildings destroyed, and the land put to new use, As
a result, traditional society was completely‘"subverteﬁ and the conditions
of production were so shaped historically as to permit the most favorable
investment of capital,” while the "great masses of people were su&denly
and foreibly torn away from their means of subsistence, and hurled on the

labor market as 'free pr@letarians.'“lg

7$losson, pe 27,

8s010mon Hloom, The World of Natiews: £ Study of ihe Natlenal Impli-
cations in the Work of Karl Marx (New York, LOWLjye fe 100e

pas kapitsl, I, vi, p. 682, cuoted in Hioom, B, 100.
10§g§ Kapital, I, vi, p. 682, quoted in Bleom, p, 102,



u7

The bourgeois-proletariat issue must then be settled first in England,
Marx asserted, Ingland must set the pattern, for if she, the most powerful
economically, were to become socislist many countries would follew her
example, while the remaining ones would be too wesk to resist the tide,
On the other hand, if England did not embrace socialist doctrine she was
strong enocugh to thwart the new order in any other outpost, Capitaliesm
had to be halted in its original and strongest center,11 |

English labor also received much attention in Marx®s writings, for
during the 1840%s and 1850%s, when he formulated his major economic and
political ideas, Chartism stood as the most promising popular reform move-
ment in the world., Marx felt the English workers, as a revoluticnary
c¢lass, were destined to lead the victoricus cause of the exploited workers
everywhere, In 1847 he spoke thus in london on the Polish Questions

The victory of the NEnglish Proletarians ever the Euglish

bourgesisie is ... decisive for the viebtory of all opw :

vressed people over thelr oppressors ,... You Chavtists

need not express pious hopes for the emancivation of

nationalities. Defeat your own internal enemies and

you may then have the proud consciovusness of having de-

feated the whole old sacieﬁyolz

England's active labor movement would assure that the reforms would
| accomplish radical sosial goals, Marx contended., He foresaw that the
democratization of the English suft'rage would be a "far more svcialistic
measure than anything which has been honored with that name on the Conti.
nent,™3 The failure of England to share in the Revelutions of 1848 dicsw
appointed Marx greatly but did net destroy his faith in Chartisw, And

when the business recovery of 1843.1850 dimmed the prospests of direect

llElOOm, Pe 107,
1259mt1iche Werke, VI, ppe 359=60, quoted in Eloem, p, 108,

L3new York Teribune, August 23, 1852, v, 6, guoted in Bioom, p. 198,
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proletarian uprising, Marx remained confident that revolution was "just
as certain as another desline in the business curve,"i*

Gradually during the 1850%s and 1860's the course of events in
England forced Marx to moderate his opinion of the revelutlonary nature
of the Chartist Movement, In 1852 he wrote of "knowledge acquired by some
of the popular leaders that the people are toe indolent to create, for the
momer:t, a movemernt of their owm ..., The mass ¢f the Chartists, too, are
at the present moment absorbed by materisl preduction," Still, he
maintained the decline was temporary and that at "all points, the nucleus
£ the party ié reorganized, and the communications reestablished, in
England as well as in Scotland, and in event of a commsrsial and politie
cal crisis, the importance of the present noiseless activity at the headw
quarters of Chartism will be felt all over Great Britain, 15

later major changeé appeared in Marx's predictions ¢f a revolutionary
future for England, He began to questi@ﬁ the possibility of attacking
capitalism at its English "hsart" and @@ﬁsﬂdewed the advisability ef
“viclent ocutbreaks™ in "the extremities of the b@urge@isﬁe bady," the
continental countries, insisting all the while that the "economie foundae
tion" of revolutiens was "always laid in Englamﬁ,WIé His Address o the

Working Men's International (1864) disclosed his personal estimate of the

weakness of Chartist seocialism, The Chartists ecould enly sriticize the
capitalistic mode of production which they sould not sxplain new gain

mastery over, They could enly rejeet it as evil, he @@n@inu@d,l7

} . ) .
Y Tvid., July 27, 1857, ve 5, quoted in Eloam, p. 108,
151bid., Rovember 25, 1852, p, 6, gquoted in Eloen, p. 100,

16Ibid., September 6, 1870, v, 7, aucted in Eloom, pp. 108.109,
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Only during the short period from 1845 to 1850, were Marx and Engels
in personal contact and never for extended perdods of time, Yet for the
next twenty years they carried on an exbénsive correspondénce, while each
read the other's articles before publication, Engels often provided Marx
with living funds and obtained data on industrial life for his writings,
Both were made available because Engels's father held many manufactuﬁng
interests on the continent and in Manchester, England, Little theoreti-
cal difference is to be found, therefore, in Marx's and Engels's interpre-
tations of the English situation in mid-nineteenth century and 6:E' the
history and future of Chartism,

Engels went to England in the 1840%s as an agent of hls father's
spinning mills, and while there associated himself with the popular re-
form movements, becoming intimately acquainted with the developments in
the capitalist industry, He, tco, believed Chartism te be the vanguard
of the soclalist army and remained convinced that a revolutionary clash
between the workers and capitalists in fngland was inevitable, This he
made explicit in his study, The Condition of the Working Class in England
in J_._IS_M;_]'B Admitting the political nature of the movement, he maintalned
it was only natural thet the Chartists should first attack the political
power of the bourgeoisie. From its beginning to 1843, he observed,
Chartism was not sharply separated from the bourgeoisie, and the differ-
ence between the bourgeoisie Radicalism and the radicalism of the workers
was practically nonexistent. The attempt of the boufgeoisie to use the
Chartist organ;zation to work for the repeal of the Corn lLaws in 1345,

' however, and the refusal of the Chartists to be so manipulated, finally

purified Chartism of all bourgecisie elements, At this stage the workers

18( London, 1392),
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realized that the capitalists desired free competition and free trade
only to serve their own interests, and thus rightly began to view them as
enemies. This to Engels explained the "differénce between Chartist demo-
eracy and all previous bourgeoisie democracy"s Chartist democracy was
soclsal in nature and thus truly a class mc:wemen'l‘..‘]'9 |

Engels claimed that by 1844 there was "no longer a mere politician
among the Chartists ... they realize they must either 's'ucetmb to the
power of competition or overcome it, n20 Naturally, he wroﬁe, the working
men would propese to alter the law, since they had no respect for the
bourgeois law and submitted to it only because they must. ‘. The proposed
proletarian law," the People's Charter, demanded a democratic basis for
the House of Commons, "In Chartism it is the whole workling. class which
rises against the bourgeoisie, and attacks, first of all the political
power, the legislative rampart with which the bourgeoisie has surrounded
itself."21 The Chartists® role was, therefore, to purify English social-
ism of 1ts bourgeois taints, so that it would be the true intellectnal
leader of the English masses and would direct fnglish history.2?

The Chartist Movement, however, never evolved to this position, and
in 1881 H, M. Hyndman, an English disciple of Marxian theory, worked te
revive a democratic federation of working men in England, Hyndman at
that time discussed with Marx the advisibility of gttempting to restera-
tion of the Chartist Movement, While the idea held some appeal to him,
Marx doubted its feasibility. The federation of working men organized by

lgFriedrick Engels, The Condition of the Working Class in England in
18-'4-1} (London, 1952), pp. 235236,

1pig,
21d,, p. 228,
22Tvid., vp. 236-238,



51

Hyndman, later inown as the Soclal Democratic ﬁederation, adepted a program
of working for political rights, its most radiecal 'teneﬁ being the advocacy
of the nationalization of land,?3 |
Hyndman's study of lngllish soclalism, The Historical Basis of Sosiale
ism in fngland,?* written in London in 1823, applied Marxian theories to
an anslysis of Chartism, In the P'reface, Hyndman alaknowiedged his "ine
debtedness to the famous Germen historieal school of politieal economy
headed by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels," His few footnotes referred
~almost exelusively to Marx and E:rigels; he gave no other bibliography.
Hyndman contended that the Chartist Movement grew cut of the con-
ditiens caused by the Heform Rill of 1832, the depression, and the New
Poor Law which closed a safety valve. The Chartist political program was
thus a restatement of the old demands of the earlier years in the century;
hewever, the leaders had broader objestives in mind, Fhe demands, founded
in the Fnglishmen®’s own history, asked for resioration of rights fnglishe
men had ence enjoyed, semething the continental revolutions sould not d0.25
The Natisnal Convérrbi@n, whirch. convened in london in 1539, Hyndman pore
trayéd as an "imposing democratic verliament, which might, perhaps, have
led to some real step in advance, had ,.. the Chartist leaders [not] ...
overestimated their own strength, and passed resolutions at their meetings
whieh only provoked, without fﬁ.ghtening the dominant s::f!,asses."26 e prte
ceeded to attack the New Poor law with scclalist vigor, saying that the

23Harry Wellington Laidler, A History of Sscialist Thought (New Yori,
1933}, p. 232,

24 {onden, 1883).
{London, 1883), p. 208,
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political econemists “reasoned from a false principle” and did not take
into acecount the fast that the national wealth had increased more rapidly
than had the poor tax, The law was a “hig move tol“starve the poor firom
the land," the measure passed when there was a great accumulation of
wealth being “squandered on useless wars™ and in "ignerant forelgn
spenulations,"27
The gulf between the worker andi the capitelist widened to dangerous
proportions, Hyndman continumed, The skilled worker became worse ofi than
the sert ¢f seven centuries earlier, for the latter had been slave to a
master, but the former was slave to a whole class, Throughout this period
the state raised "laissezwfai?e" and individual rights of vroperty *to the
helght of a political and social religion," no thought being given to
checking the authority of the factory owners.28 And these factory owners
did net care 1% children lived or died, if homes were broken and demeralie
zed by an absent and averworied mother, it thelr fellowmen lived worse
than livestock. The capitalists bellieved the functien ¢f the working man
“and his Ffamily in "free “ngland was to provide gain for the caplialist
class." These capitalists who acquived thelr wealth by "greed, good luck
and utter unserupulousness ,.., had not the slightest meiﬁy apon the peoule
who, by thelr unpaid lgbar, provided them with their fortunes,"??  The
agitation for the repeal of the Lorn laws uproved this., WViciously attacier
as a capitalist move to pretest their own intevest and designed for iLheir

sole benefit, the inti-Corn law agitation was credited by Hyndman with

27%0id,, poe 162-183,
2811id., p. 161,
29701d., pp. 153156,
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causing the failure of the Chartists to carry out any portion of their
political program., Since competition for jobs was so strong among wage-
earners, cheaper wheat would only mean the worker could and would work
for lower wages, the difference going to the capitalists' pockets rather
than to the workers'!. Most of the socialist leaders saw through the trick
at omce, but the middle class program, backed by much money and strong
leadership, displaced the masses' loyalty to the Charter. The Anti-Corn
Law agitation was thus "a red herring trailed across the path of demoeracy."
Hyndman insisted that the working class should have held aloof from “their
most dangerous enemies, the capitalists, and used their organized forece to
insist upon concessions before they moved at all, they would scarcely have
failed to secure some advantagé. u30

Both groupings within Chartism, the "physical force"™ and the "moral
force™ factions, eould be blamed for ia.ck of Chartist advantage, declared
Hyndman, and both were partly righ£ and partly wrong, Since the physical
foree men lacked the power to carry out their program, they should have
preached peace until they did ha';re; and since the peaceable men could
never hope to carry out all their program by vote, they should have set
to work to organize their force.31 In conclusion, Hyndman admitted that
the great revolutionary wave of 1848 produced little effect upon England
and that the workers all over the civilized world were forced to accept a
life spent in hovels and workshops, Nonetheless‘, the Chartists who were
imprisoned and punished for their activities, men such as O'Brien and
Jones, were the "martyrs of the English Proletariat, and whenever again

the workers of our country combine in earnmest to free their own elass from

301bid., pp. 223-227.
31Ibidc, pd 2].10



capitalist thralldom, let them not be umindful of those who, in less
happy days, strupgled and suffered to save the poor whe should come from
oppression and wrong, "32

Ve 1. Lenin perpetuated and echved this revolutionary Marxian inter.
pretation into the Post<Marxian period by his twentieth century comments
on the writings of Marx and fngels. Emphatically he stated that @ngland
gave the world "the first broad, truly mass and politically clearwsut
proletarian revolutionary movement, Chafetism, " and that the movement
S Vhrilliantly anti@ijpated mach that the future Marxian was to prea@ha“33
He felt that the revelutionary image of Chartism had been greatly damaged
by the reaction to the wvevelutionary period of 1848 and 1845, The re-
actionaries desire always to stamp out all revolutionary traditlons, ideas,
and slogans, and to vepresent the revolution as "elemental madneésg" he
explained, ¥Fer an example of such reactionary technisues Lenin turned to
the kEnglish Fabian writers Beatrize and Sidney Webb, deslaring: "hose
ebtuse etlogists of English philistinism, the Webbs, try te represeat
Chartism, the revolutionary period of the lnglish labour movement as pure
childishness, as 'sowing wild oats,' as a piece of naivetd wnworthy ef
serious atbention, u3k

Letually the Webbs were not usually viewed as reastionaries, They
were sometimes considered revisionists due to thelr active invcﬁlvement in
the English secialist movement through the Fablan Soelety, The Soclsty,
erganized in 1884, worked foyr the gradual sﬁz*ead of soclalist ideas and

throughout its history attrasted the imagination, commitment, and sffeorts

32T0ides Do 211-212,
3y, 1. Lenin, Marx, fngels. Marxisn (Moscow, 1951}, p. 457
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of many writers. The use of the pen and logic were often their most po=
tent weapons; Sidney Webb (later the Earl of Passfield) and his wife,
Beatrice, George D, H, Cole, Bernard Shaw, and R,H., Tawney were among the
productive apologists of Fabian ideals,

If the Webbs and the others were reactiénaries, they reacted against
the mood and mode of the nation's history as it had been written during
the rmineteenth century., Overwhelmingly Whig in vantage point and inter-
pretation, the history of England written by Englishmen had teemed with
individualism, laissez-faire, and nétional and upper class superiority.
The new twentieth.century Fablian-oriented soclalists used economic
history to cloud the surface tranguillity and healthiness which the upper
class had presented to the world through their histories, The scientifie
socialism of the Marxians failed to win the Fablans® wholehearted support,
since ideas were more important to them, They accepted the theory that
social and political ideas were largely pfoducts of economic forces, but
they also felt that ideas usually persist long after the clrcumstances
which brought them forth had disappeared, and somefimes even events con-
form to ideas. They were, then, a product of Ehglish socialism, Utopian
and Christian in origin, more than German.35‘ Their interest in the
Chartist Movement, therefore, centered on the movement's evolutionary
socialist qualities, not its possible revolutionary tendengies. They
dwelt on its contributions to and comnection with the development and
growth of trade unions, co-operatives, demoeratic processes, and social-
istic thought,

The major field of research activity for the Webbs included English

co-operatives, trade unions, and related capitalist developments. In

35Ausubel, Pe 327,
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1891, prior to her marriage to Sidney Webb, Beatrice Potter published her

first book, The Co~-Operative Movement in Great Britain,3® She found that

during the decade between 1834 and 1844 the history of the working class
was the history of Chartism, She proclaimed it to be the "heroic period
of English labour pdlitic_s."B? Speakiﬁg of the grim determination and
organizing ability among the working men and theﬁ.r leaders, she noted the
successfui attempt to establish a national federation of all tr;des, the
formation of the working men's assoclations and Radical Clubs throughout
the eountry, and the adoption of a "well-conceived political progranme,
the People'’s Charter," This demoeratic association and cooperation was
made possible only by Chartist influence, It lald the basis for the later
development of socialism, Still, within the Cha;'tist organization she
saw the best and worst eléments of democracy.38

Beatrice Webb agreed that economic forces had brought Chartism into
being. Seven years of trade depression, the New Corﬁ Laws, and widespread
'misery prompted the associations, Sidney VWebb qualified and refined the
causation in his History of Trade Unionism,”_ maintaining 'bhs:lt Chartism
‘came into existence because the unrepresented wdrking' classes had no
adequate outlet for their discontent, With suffrage restricted, their
only.possi‘ble activity was agitation, Thé movaﬁent undertook political
action because labor was not sufficiently orgmized 'bq struggle effective-
ly with capitalists in the economié realm. It is no mere coincidence, he

36 (London, 1891).

37Beatrice Potter Webb, The Co-Uperative Movement in Great Britain
(Londﬁn, 1891)’ Pe '5. ' ' S SRS
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assured his readers, that ac‘ﬁive Chartist years eoinglded with a period
of great weakness for labor unions, sinece the movement filled the tempo.
rary gap left by union insctivity, Many trade umionists took up the
political agitation of the Chartists to battle -un‘employment and depression
although the uniens never joined i’.he movement as a body.é’o The unions?
weakness left no avallable avemue open to the working men for the voicing
of their *helpless rage" against being "handed over without appeal to the
capitalist's diétatorshi1p. ol This was again the central vtheme in the
Weths® joint effort, The Decay of Capitalist Civilization.’2

&ssessing the lasting effects of Chartism, the Webbs maintained that
by the 18%5'5 the movement had degenerated from a demand for political
democracy to a seramble for owmership of small plots of letl'lei.""3 Furthers
‘more, with its collapse British trade unionism lost all revolutionary
tendencies and settled down to the atiaimment of limited ends of pro.
gressive improvements by bargaining between wege-carners and employerse%

The contributions of the Chartist Mmre,ment to the development of
socialist thought, rather than the movement's practical purposes inters
ested George U, H., Cole. In each of his \n':.‘lt;zxmesL"5 Cole found little

soeialism in Chartism and no new thought coming from the movement, while

8 MSidney Webb, ihe History of Trade Um.orﬂ.sm (mndon, 19243, ppo 157-
158,

“ypid,, p. 169,

az(New York, .1923). ‘
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“oid., p. 649,
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he repeatedly asserted that it could only fail, The Chartist demands were
on the face of the matter, purely political, but in reality they wére no
more than a revival of the old Radical cause, and the movement in its mass

Le

content was entirely economic, However, Cole felt that Chartism became

in time more proletarian than Owenite, since it accepted the philosophy
of a working class uprising against the rich.b", |
Cole cited many reasons for the absence of socialism in the movement.
Constitutional government was well established in Great Britain, which
meant there could be no revolntionary alliance between those who wanted
constitutionalism and democracy. Moreover, Great Britain was already an
advanced capitalist cauntryv 1n which the c#pitalists were in a strong
enough position tov insist on mamgemént of affairs to sult their interests,
Added to this was the scattered position of the Britlish industrial pro-
letariat; London could not serve as a revolutionary center like Faris, B
And while the Chartists were successful in rallying the strength of the
working c¢lass behind them, they "were beating their héads against a briek
wall,” for it was impossible for the working classes alone, at that stage
of economic evolution, either to make a successful revolt or to gain
parlismentary reforms, Marx has told us, Cole recalled, th#t no system
is "superseded until it has developed its full poient;glities- and become,
instead of a meahs ‘of advanoing the explo:l.taiion of the resources of pPro ‘
duction, a fetter upon their further dew;l«n:m.&erlt:~3."'2"9 The new English

governing c¢lass after 1832 was too conécious of its strength and opporturdties

“6cole, Socialism in Evelution, b. 30.

L"?Cole, Socialist Thought, The Foremnners, ‘De 11&2.
“Brvid., p. 156,
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to share willingly its new-found power with the class below it,

The absence of intelleétqal activity on the part of the Chartist
leadership and their failure to present new challenges and philosophies
in the way of socialist doctrines rélegated' the movemeht to a lesser po-
‘sition than it should have held, wrote Cole. Chartism only echoed Owen,
louis Hlane, aﬁd Mayx, and even then for the mos£ paﬁ: the workers did,
not listen to the ideas. The ideas that did dominate Chartism were di-
verse, disorganj zed, and lacking in intellectual'aﬁd philosophical cone
structioﬁ, Cole insisted.5 0 |

| lost scholars of British soclalism would wholeheartedly agree with
Cole that Chartism was not deminated and molded by challenging ideas. But
most found cause to praise Chartism for its efforts and noted some measure
of successful accomplishment i_n iis history., Max Beer, a twentieth
century continental socialist of Austrian birth, Qlaimed that from
Chartism's experimental and practical character it followed that there
could be no unifoimity of opinion as to the ultimate" shape of the social
revolution and soeial reconstruction. 51 in realitj, he ssserted, the
peﬁod begueathed a rich heritage of ideas, refomms, and proletaﬁan
achievements, “The years of the socialwdemocratic pion_eer‘ labours were a
~ period of intensive preliminary reform activitye-a time of rejuvenation
of England, of the first steps towards the de!nbcraf.ization of the British
Empire,” he wrote, 52 Iisting the accomplis}ments. of the g;eriod, he re-
corded the first factory law for childzim {1833), the first mining law

Pivid., pe 157,

5 5lyax Beer, A History of British Socialism (Londen, 1919), pp, 251-
22. . ! !
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for chiidren and women (’1815-2), the iiberatj.on of the press (1036}, the ten
hour day (1847), the amelioratidn of the crirﬁiml law (1837), the abolia
'bion of the Corn Laws (1846), and the repeal of the law prohibiting polit.u-
cal assoclations (1814-6}.53 |

After living and studying in England for twanty.yaars and teaching
for some years in France, Beer decided thatv the "English intellect; from
its sheer recklessness, is essentially revolutiongry, probably more so
than #rench intellect."sl" Further, he accused Inglish statesmen and edu-
cators of endeavoring since 1688 to create a nation with a "conservative,
eautiously moving temper, a distrust of generalization, an aversion from
carrying the theory to its logical conciusions."55 And with the beginming
of the iwentie_th centui'y, a new fngland had been "rousing h_ers_elf like a
strong man after sleep and shaking her invisible locks." ¥nglish irntel-
lests are bold and active as in the nast, while "a new Chartist movemert
has arisen and is daily growing, w56 Thus the nation needed knowledge of
its past labors for socialism and soc:.al rei‘om, Beer wrote in 1915, in
order to cope with the social difficulties which were coming to a head.”’

' ‘VIt must be understood, Beer declared, that Chartism was much move

than a strugéle for egual right.s; it was a class war giming at the over.
throw of capitalist soclety and at putting pfoduction, distributiorg and
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exchange on a co-operative basis, The fevolutionary stmggle was
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weakened bjr lack of unity and by adherence to the historlcal: conception
of natural law, From the beginnming, the law of nature was ﬁidely ac=
cepvted as the foundation-stone of the movement, All the great manifestces
of the Chartists, eg., the Declaration of Rights of 1831 and 1839, the
three petitions of the Chartists of 1839, 1842,and 1848, grounded their
democratic demands :‘Ln» the law of nature, leadling spirits of Chartism
claimed the law of nature as the source of their‘ knowledge and actlon,
"Hth thé exception of the germinating idea of evolﬁtion in history in
the year 1834, Chartisﬁ lacked the fainteét trace of any insight inte
the growth and decay of right and law, or the dependence of legislaters
upen soeial forces and ehanges.“5 ? According to natural law, men who
made a social contract enjoyéd sovereign power and promulgated the laws.
Subsequently a single individual or small minofity usurped this sovereign
vower and mled only for their owm be.ne_ﬁ't'.v_ In addition, whoever pos-
sesses force holds sovereign power and can inake laws at will, The TOWE e
ful state can then change public propverty into private, or vrivate
property into publie, .or mold society any way it desires, = This means,
so the Chartists reasoned, that ‘the revolutionaries and réfonners mst
gain pover. The main task of their mmremenf lay in the seizing of the
vower of the Stat.e; to destroy the oligarchy and appz;bmte the laws o7
na.ture.‘éo | : - | _ |

The active Chartist period, wrote Beer, bequeathed to the working
class the co-operative idea, more sﬁc;essfﬁl tradé unions, and an inter-

national outlook, It introduced the workers as a stmggling and advancing

59Ibido’ Do 291,
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class into literatpre and political econo:ny.61 Chartisnm stﬁ,mulated the
develoment of the intéllectual system of Marx and Engels, whiie it strone
ly influenced Disraeli, Kingsley, and Carlyle, Moreover, the labor
stivuggl.es and sufferings were never in vains they orepared the wéy for
eventual victory,52 _ |

The early Fabians, Marxians, and Utoplan Socialists weve not the last
to descrd.be Chartism as a movement designed mainly by economic factors.
Their research and writingsvmade such #n impact thai_most scholars now
feel the need to give some merit to their contentions, and usually the
economic view is one of the greatest considaratioﬁs; Many generél
histories, soecial histories, and textebook accounts declare that Chartism
was above all else a movement toward soclalism, in which laborers of the

mid;nineteenth century determined to better their economic situation.

6lMax Beer, The Generel History éf Socialism and Social Stauggl
’ A T S S —— Nl 28
(New York, 1957), pe 18L. - |
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CHAPTER IV
CHARTISM: A STUDY IN SOCIAL TOISCON’I‘ENT AND POLTTICAL AGITATION

The period of the Chartists has from its beginning veceived the
special attention of the social and political historians, All comsidera.
tions of the "reform era" of English history normally include an extensive
discussion of the Chartist Movement, In the twentieth century, however,
only two narrative historles of that movement have been published in the
Fnglishespeaking world, A History of the Chartist Movement by Julian
West, a promising young historian sho died premﬁturely as a result of
his war experience, was published inv1921. The notes and manuseripts on
the subject by Mark Hovell, British scholar,ﬁare edited ‘and‘publishe& -
by his friends andv colleagues in 1925, nine yeafs after his death in
World War I, |

Ass Priggs and Barbara and J, 1,, Hammond have established the most
noted reputations as social historisns of the reform period of their
mtion'é,history. The ouistanding political histories include the works
of Ee L. Woodward and Elie Halévj;‘ Professor E, L. Woodward was chosen
to write the volume covering the period from 1815 to 1870 .for the Oxford

's;ogz of England sérles. The multivelume study by Hie Halévy of 4
History of the English Speaking f_«_a_gg}_e_ in the Mineteenth Centu;x surveyed
. the period in detail. Added to both the social and bolitical information
about Chartist history are the dissertatlons of three stuﬁents at ﬂ:cﬂ umbia
University which were published in 1916, '
In the early years of the twentieth century when democv‘acy became
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the great dream of the western world, these two exceptionsz]l young British
historlans, Hovell and West, decided almost simultaneously that a complete
history of the Chartist Movement, one of the first agitations for demve
“eratic reforms, should be wfitten. Exéept for Gammage's study, no narra-
tive history of the movement existed. Both efforts added much to the
general knowledge of the subject, ‘ |

Julian West began his research and writing because he felt that
Chartism, as the first instance of working class agiiation on a national
scale, occurdied an exceptionallyv important position in the social history
of Inzland, " He was disturbed over the historlans® portrayal of the movew
meht, contending that they did not do justice to the Chartists, but enly
copied one another's 1naccuré.cies. "A few facts, a few conventional
comments, and a niously exmvessed. gratitude that the English were not as
other neonle :Ln 18L¢8, generally completed the tale of re“‘erences to
Chartism" ih the standard histories, he wrote.l Hovell desired to in.

estigate and interpret the social and economic causes and results of the
movement.

West, .however, intended a histbry of Chaz*bism_ accentuating the ime
nortant and exceptionsl ideas of the movement. In his Preface he X~
plained the reason for emphasizing ideas in his treatiqe. All effective
checks on the abuses of capitalist competitiqn were Inglish in origin, he
asserted, including irade unions, co-operatives, and factoéy acts,
Furthermore, the basic revolutionary veaction against capitalism was
inglish in :i.n#piration. ‘The. whole C‘Barti.st veriod was s:érke& by a muest
for ideas, Within a few years, the wbrkihg men had ha& forced upen their

attention the pros and cons of trade unionism, industrial unionism,

Lifest, p. 5.
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syﬁﬂiealism, communism, soclalism, co-operative owne*ship of land, land
nationalization, eo=-cperative distribution, co—operative ownership of
credit, franchise reform, woman suffrage, factovy legislation, poor law
reform, municipal reform, free trade, freedom of the press, freedom of
thought, the nationalist iaea,‘industrial insurance, building societies,
and many other ideas, The Peovle's Chartér attempted to combine all
schools of reform for joint action, West wrote, but it resulted in dis-
seminating an inereasing store of ideas to ever larger pudienees.z

To West, the most striking characteristie of’ihe Chartist Movement
was lts “teeming mass of ideas,” not any politicsl or sceial program. He
coﬁtended that ideﬁs matter move to the working men who listened to
William Lovett and Feargus O‘COnnor than they did to any succeeding.
generation, lovett's autoblography was used by West as an illustration
of this fact.a Toushing an sntirely different phase of the movement,
later studied in greater depth by Harold Faulkner, West endeaéared to
analyze in general terms the reaction of the shurches to Chartism, Srom
his vesearch he determined that the Chartist Movement was regarded as
anti-religious by the orthodox Torles, This one fact was responsible
| for much of the bitter opposition by the wmiddle ahd uﬁper classes, He
found that many of the Chartist leaders were atheistic or Unitarian, and
in orthodox minds atheism had been the major cause of the French Revo=
lution.“ |

In his final assessment of the movement West fouﬁd it ih no wWay, eXw

: cept'perhaps superficially, a failure. He felt there was only cne
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essential ebject of the agitation, "the awakening of class.conseiousness,®
to aid in better organization of the working class in the strmggle for
greater economic}and volitical power, ‘Thus he wrote: |

'Judged by its erop of statutes and statues, Chartism was

a fallure, Judged by its essential and generally overs

looked purvose, Chartism was a success. It achieved, not

the Six Points, but a state of mind, 7This last achleve-

ment made possible the renascent trade union movement of

the *f'if'ties, the gradually improving organization of the

woricing elasses, the labour Party, the cooperative move

ment, and whatever greater triumphs labour will enjoy in

the future.> |
This assessment, of course, voiced West's obsession with the ideas and
ideals of the movement, not its practical @bjectives}and successes,

Hovell's writing was affected most by his study at Professor Karl
Lamprecht's Iﬁstitut gﬁ;_ﬁﬁltur—und Universalgeschichte at lelpzig, wheve
he held an assistantship in 1912-1913. Lamprecht's concert of histery,
which made a lasting impression on the yeung English schelavr, held that
the social and economic developments are infinitely more immortant than
the politieal history to which most historians have 1imited themselves,
Not the state alone, he taught, but soclety as a whole is the real cbject
of the historians' study, This became, with fGW'modifications, Hovell's
personal concept of histor'y.6

Apolying Lamprecht's theowry, Hovell showed Chartism to be a move
nent whose immedlate plan-was.political reform and whose ultimate rurpose
was sacial'regeneraticn.7 For while the pfﬁgram and polieies of Chariisw

~ were purely politieal, Hovell asserted, the intent was sceial and eecow.

nomic regeneration of society, the radieal progrem being recognized as &
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means to an end, not the end 1tself.8 .For the most part, he assessed the
- movement as a revolt of the working classes against intclerable conditions
which had recently come into their lives, Thus, explained Hovel;. “"the
program of soclal amelioration remained vague and negativej" for its
social aims were never defined.9 On the other hand, ihe political aims
were décisive, develoning as they did from a background of radical politia
cal tradition,}® The Chartist type was not unique to the nineteenth
century, Hovell wrote; there was rather a “prophetie successlon of Radi-
cals between 1791, when the first Working Men's Radleal Socletyw—-The
london Ccrx?esponding Society-wwas founded, and 1838, when the Charter
was publ:lshed.“n Yet he felt that Chartism marked a real departure from
English social and political history, representing the first movement of
modern times ._ engineered and contrelled by working men.12 |

The program of the movemént, Hovell readily admitted, was totally
politieal, "scaréely ponnec’ted with any spgcific prdjects of sosial or
other refoms, or with any partieular social fheorj. wl3 ’v.f'he‘ Chartists
agreed on a n,egative policy of protest against restrictions {vhich they
blamed as the source of their misery, bﬁt their positive policjr narrowed
down to a sensible and limit.ed po_litica_l program which, even_".’gf»realized,
left the roéts of soclal evils hardly tqipi&ed. This was unavolidable, as-
serted Hovell, since Chartists weve in proi‘ound disagi'éément as‘ to the
——
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use to be made by the proletariat of the political pewer which they
claimed.lu ‘. ‘

While accepting the existence of disagreements within the movement,
Hovell rejected the traditional division of the movement into various
schools, He declared that the attempts to divide Chartism into partisans
of moral and of physical force were superficial, He contended thet the
dispute between 0'Connor and the moral.force men originated in a mere
differ'ence as to method, never touching the fundamental p?oblem of the
Chartist ideal, Hovell maintained, "The differences of general ideal and
social status, the contrasts in method, faith, and conduct_ help explain
the feuds within the Chartist organization, w15 Further, the inexperience
of the leaders in the give-and.take of political affairs, their dislike
of compromlse, and the insistence of each man that his particular doectrine
of reform was best aceounted for their lack of organized action. Since
the law had denied them partieipation in polities, the working class
leaders haé. no opportunity to acquire the skill of transacting bu#iness
with one another, Hovell pointed out, and their little education led to
elass jealousy and :1rrl:.c'.’lemnc:e.:"6 | |

This inexperience, intolerance, and passion of the Chartists put them
at a great disadvantage when they clashed with the m:l.‘ddle class over free
trade or the Charter, asserted Hovell, He insisted that the Chartists
were "hopelessly outargued by Cobden, Bright, W, F, Fox, and the rest,"
for "both in theory and method the League was superior."? Refuting
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Gamnage's and other Chartists' contentions that the Chartists proved too
~much for the Anti.Corn law Leaguers, Hovell insisted that when they de-
bated, the Chartists brought themselves ®into bad ordour® and often had |
to "beat a ridiculous retreat,® Unfortunately, eald Hovell, the Northern
Star encouraged the practice by claiming victories over the League, or
the Plague,™ as they referred to it.la

As for the working class agitation against the Poor Law, Hovell found
it to be divided into two parts: an organized attempt to prevent tﬁe introe
duction of the new la_w, and # populai movement to protest against the law
itself. The PooreLaw agitation had, also, a totally different character
from the agitation began under the direction of the Lbndon Working Men's
Association and the Bimingham Political Union. It was more violent, more
emqtional, and held a sense of greater urgency. When the movement was ab-
‘sorbed into Chartism the difference made & resounding influence upon the
faﬁe’ of' thé latter, In fact, Hovell suggésted that fully-developed
Chartism derived its "program from London ﬁorking Men's Associationf ...
:!'bs organizat‘ion from Bimingham Eolitical Uhio;x] ese its persornel and
vehemence from Lancashire and Yorkshire [Trade unions and Poor law agi-
tators/. “19

As a historian interested in social and economic developments, Hovell
attempted to assess Chartism according to ﬁh:ls broad view, He held that
the general judgment of both 'qontemporariés and later historié.ns rele
gated Chartism to a place among the lost causes of history, Hovell asw
sured his readers that, while the Chartist orgaﬁization failed and the
individual Chartists were very consecious of their wrecked hoves, a wider
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survey suggested that in a long run Chartism was by no means a failure,
The Chartist platform of political reform, though denounced as revo-
lutionary at the time, was afterwards substmtj.ally adopted by the British
state, This political success can te overstressed, warned Hovell, for
"not a single article of the Chartist policy had the remotest chance of
becoming lew until the movement expd.red.”zQ Only when Chartism ceased to
be a name of terror and the process of giving effect to its program was
taken up by the middle~class Parliament of the later Victorian Age, did
it gain any measure of success, After 1867 the extended franchise rendered
Farliament more and more susceptible 'Eo working class pressure. The social
ideas of Chartism had still a lesser chance of success through direct and
immediate Chartist action than its political program, The Chartists were
never able to adhere to a umted program to achieve a definite social
ideal, Hovell maintained, and the "true failure of Chartism lay in its
‘inability to perform this task,"2l

Even the failures of the Chartists had their educationral ﬁralue,
Hovell concluded., Its modest suceess taught elementary 1esson§ of selfw
discipline and self-govermment that :ﬁade the gradual develowment of
N Eritish demoe_racy possible without endangeﬁng rational stability. And
eventually even its social program became a part of the Brlt:léh popular
opinion. The movement helped "to break .down the iron walls of class
separation, and showed that the terrible working man was not very diff'ere
ent from the governing‘classes when the time came for Fim to exercise di

rect power,%22

207bid,, pp. 300301,
211h34,, pp. 301-303.
227p1d., p. 311,
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True, the workingman was probably very little different from the
governing clasé by the time he mn the vote, because the Chartists and
their movement not only effected a change in ¥nglish society but were also
changed by that soociety. This may eicplain vhy the study of the Chavtist
Movement has intrigued many social historians and economists, Barbara
and J, L, Hammond have done extensive research and writing in the general
area of the effect which the changes of the Industrial Revclution had on
fnglish lives, Their several minute studies of the specific groups af-
fected by the introduction of the facto*y system in England have nommally
ended with 1832, Vhen in 1930, however, they published their social
history of England eovering the éhronological veriod between the passage
of the Fefovm Bill of 1832 and the outbreak of the Crimean War, they en
titled it The Age of the Chartists, explaining that the movement best
exemplified the discontent and desire for action which permeated the
second half of the mineteenth century.23 ‘The book, they sald, was an ate
tempt "to deseribe the soclety that was brought to 1ife by the gréa*‘c
changes of the time; the spirit of that soclety; the first efforts te
regulate its lifes andv the discontent that distingulshed this phase of
English history."zu and not an a'bteinpt to 'ﬁrite a history of the movement.

Likewise the works of Asa Briggs, Professor at the Urﬁvers“ ty ef
f.eeds, were not intended to be a full history of Chartism. In 1559 Dr,
Briggs published a volume covering the period i'rom 17811—. to 1867 as pard
of a new series on the history of Fngland, | During the same year, he
edited a collect.ion of studies of the Chartist Movement by leading English -

W
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scholars. In the latter he gave the better indications of his personal
“interpretations of Chartism, His introductory chapter of the Chartist
Studles stated‘his belief that a good study of Chartism should begin with
an apprechtion of regional and local diversity, A thorough undersiending
of the birth of Chartism and its fluetuating career between the publica-
tion of ﬁhe Charter and the withering away of the agitation in the 1850's
would be impossible without examining the movement of the relevant ezow
nomle indices, Some 61‘ these elements of diversity are measurable, Dr.
Briges maintained, although adequate statisties do not always exist on
rents, wages, prices and unemployment to pemmit a complete study, Hose
nomic diversities, however, do not suffice in explaining the program and
strength of Chartism,2>

I:'r.' Briggs found that c¢lear definition of f.he movement reguired ine
vestigation of variations in lceal class structure, in the content of lecal
grievances, the traditions of oolitical leadership and mass agltaition, and
the adaptability and persistence of the Chartists and their opponents. He
salds

Chartism was a snowball mdvement which gathered together

local grievances and sought to give them common expression

in a nationwide agitation., Many of the internal conflicts

which divided it had their origins in the differences of

background and outlook in what the Chartists called 'the

localities,'2 | |
These differences carmot be attributed, declared Briggs,b_ to the differences
in Chartist personalities, however significaﬁt the influence of person-
ality might have been, "local differences need to be related to economis
and soclal structure--to the composition of ﬁhe labour force, the condiltien

25psa Briges (ed.), Chartist Studies (Vew York, 1959}, pe 2.
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of work, including the relations Between ‘masters' and 'men', and the
timing and extent of local‘unemploymeni.”~f0$“¢h”idequate exploration
of locai grﬁevances.27 Briggs and his coilaborates in the publication of
the local facts and views of Chartism hoped for a néw narrative history
of the movement in which the loeal histories and statisties would be
treated. | | '

Ir, Briggs's general survey of Chartism in the histoz& of the 178k

1867 period disclosed further interpretations, According to his view the

| Chartlst elaim that the working class could defeat the Whigs and Tories
was quite impracticable, and the movement was doomed to failure even be-
fore their Charter was drafted. Too much of their energy was devoted to
the discussion not qf ends but of means, and even if they had agreed ab@ut
thavméans they could never have gained enough support to change the
character of Pnrliament.za Perhaps, Briggs concluded, the most imporitant
point that Chartism demonstrated was not the weakness of the Fnglish
working classes in the society of the 1840's but the strength of the
middle classes,29 | ‘ | o

Assured that no simple explanstion for the Chartist Movement could
be given, the Hammonds defined it as “the resentment of men convineed
ihat there'was something falsé and degrading in the arrangement of justice
in their world,"® Chartism, they suggested, was born of change in the
customs and cdnditinns of soéiety. Tﬁere have been many ages in tﬁe
history of the world when social injﬁstices were great and theve was
FR———
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neither revolt nor agitation, but this could be explained by the fact
that "ecustoms will reconcile men and minen to conditions that they would
find intolerable if they came fresh to them ..,s For custom has a magie
‘that tskes the sting out of injustice making it seem rather a deéree of
hesaven than the sin of man, n31 The authors maintained that this spell
cast by custom has always been one of the greatest conservative forces in
the world, However, when soclety passes through changes that destroy the
life of custom, statesmen are given the difficult task 'of handling the
questions that have been sleeping in men's minds beneath the surface of
habit., The Industrial Revolution produced such changes in BEngland and
the resulting social conditions and changes gave birth to discontent that
in turn produced Chartism, wrote the Ha.mmonds.3'

The Charter was the rallying point for a number of different dis-
contents, stated the Hammonds, In fact it embraced not merely divergent
but mutually hostile schools of reflorm, The Hammonds pointed out that
~ the name Chartist was given to a »
london artisan who shared Lovett's enthusiasm for edue
cation and a cheap vress: to the Birmmingham politician
who supported Attwood's campaign for a reform of the .
currencys to the handloom weaver or the minor who flocked
to the meetings where Oastler denounced the FPoor lLaw, or
Feargus O'Connor was spinning one project after ancther
from his active and ill-regulated brain: te the South
Wales miner who followed Frost with a p&ke to Newport
~ and to prison,33
~ The leaders of the working classes were divided and, aecording to the
‘ Kamonds, actually hated each other, And yet within the Chartist Move-

ment they all had thelr devoted disciples.yb

3lvid., pe 16,
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While every phase of Chartist agitation was a protest of the working
class against the place they occupied in the new industrial society, the
campaigns reflected the different experiences of wvarious populations.
Agreeing with Frofessor Briggs®s thesis, the Hammonds stressed the fact
that Chartists were not all "smarting under the same grievance."35 Ree
Jecting the contention that Chartism was a precise and logical demand for
political reform, or any particular reform, they explained it as a “pro-
test as incoherent as the life that provoked 1t."36 The movement could
not be dissected and analyzed in its individual parts, they maintained,
but must be understocd in its move complex and pervlexing whole. They ate
tempted to reveal the essence of the movement by saying:

To regard Chartism as an episode, as an effort that failed,

a flash in the pan, something to which you can give date of

birth and death, is to misread the history of the time,

The chief feature of that history is the growth and preva-

lence of discontent., No doubt that discontent was due to

different causes: the discomforis of the change from the

life of the peasant or the artisan to that of factory

worker: the pressure from time to time of mass unemploy-

ment unrelieved by any remedv: the spenial hardshivs of
the new Foor law. ... The disemmtent ... was provoked by an
inesuality that concemned .. wass oi education. ... how
conscious they were of the want of sympathy and colour

in their surroundings; of the sharp division that was
drawn between those who e%uld enjoy 1life and those who

had to bear its burdens,>

When organized Chartism fliekered out, its force was still felt, the
Hammonds insisted, Tt went into different movements such as those for
education, public health, trade unions, tempverance, and the later move~

ments for the franchise.38 Tarther, they credited Chariism as the impetus

3510id., p. 272,
36Ibid., p. 274
371bid., pp. 274-275.
381bid., p. 276.
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for the slow and gradual improvement of the bleak life of the working
class, TFor though the workmen had no voles for Perliament and rarely has
votes fopr town council or Hoawis of Uuardians, they tock active vart in
managenmont of trade unlonsz, cowoverative sowieties, temperance sosieties,
and fwiendly societles, Thias meant that woriing men were meking decielons,
assuming responsibilities, meeling and considering other voints of view,
and expréssing and developing their owm 1deas, >’ Thus, eoncluded the
Havmonds, the Chartist Hovement rightly deserved the phrase .John Stuart
Mi1) apolied to it, "the vietory of the vanw_‘u.:i.sl'nat:’!.";440

| For a more detailed and comprehensive chrenological acsount of the
Chartist Movement one must c@nsuit the major histeries of the peried, such
as the works of ¢lie HalBvy or %, I, Yoodward, Tme, these surveys usually
were written with wolitics as a central theme, tut the betier ones strive
to include the factors of causation as well as the bare fascts, ¥, I,
Woodward, who was assigned thé 1515=1870 veriod of the ixford History of

ingland, attempted to present a broad survey of both the political hapren-

be%ween'the_pﬁliti@al and soelal, h@ﬁaver, and handied Chawrtism in the
rolitieal sention of the study., Heveritheless, he seemed fo be more inters
ested in the movement's efforts to Imorove social conddtlons “han the el=
forts to obtéih;poliﬂ}cal rights,
Frofessor nggwé;d fegarded the movement as nolitiecal agitation ceming
‘directly f'rom the-wﬂgking class, which developed mainly ¢utsidé Farliament,
and in opvosition to the social and economic system of which Farliament

was guardlan, Chartism broke with all established rvarties, he contended,

391bid., po. 335-340,

Qolbid., D. 276,



(44

although the Radicals struggled to remain in touch witﬁkﬁha politics of
the poor. Thé Tories were actually nearer to the working class by temperw
ament than were the Fadicals: nearer ih_their dislike of change, their
suspicion of progress, and their unsystematie, unintellectual support of
familiar standards and habits of life. Yet, the working class and Toryism
could not be correlated, for the Tories, like the Radivals, wanted to lead
8ll movements. The working men were now insistent upon choosing their own
leaders, for experience had taught them to be suspicious of leaderchip
from abave.“l
| Woodward treated Chartism with respect and commended the active re-
form spirit of the times; but he d&id not, as some have, find great ideas,
efficient organization, or able leaders within the movement, Instead he
suggests that the uneducated working classes, being at the mercy of
words, gave thelir confidence too easily, The lesdershiy of popular move.
ments fell to "outcasts and adventurers from vwther parties and classes,
to jealous or unsuecessful men with a grudge againsi the e:&sﬁing

order."az

Woodward lamented the fact, dfeclaring the Charitism desewved
better‘léaders, yet he found them all wanting, lLoveit was "sensitive
and embitteied," definitely not a leater of mens John #elden was a
benevolent despot; Joseph Stephens was “absurdly vielent .., fandf ...
preeched fire and civil wari" James ('Hrien was an example of a spoiled

child, warped by a sense éf soclal inferiority; and Feargus ('Uomnor, who
| had all the qualitieg of a sucecessful demagvgue, was the ruin of the

Chartist Movement.” ‘he suthor summed up thelr inatdliiies and

“1Wbodwarﬂ, p.'120.
“2Toid., p. 276,
%3T4d., pp. 127-130.
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weaknesses by stating that they had neither the leisure nor the educétion
to develop a political technique and background of theory. Their politi-
cal philosophy, if such existed, according to Woodward, came from reading
the Bible, from an enthusiasm to right present injustices, and from the
conviction that change and progress were harmful.uu Divided by personal
rivalries and disagreements, the program of the Chartlists was fluld enough
to be bent to each of the leaders' special desires.

The agitation compelled other classes to think about the exlisting
conditions, Woodward asserted, The Chartists' demands came to a society
that had already begun seriously to consider the problems, and fhey
sharpened the consciénce_of society, He felt that the attitude of the
governing class towards the movement was ltself the sign of a new age.

To support this contention, he pointed out that only during thé alarm of
the revolutionary period of 1848 were there any excepticnal legislative
neasures against freedom of 'spéech; and, while most of the Chawtist
leaders were arrested, their sentences were never vindictive, nor weve
any Chartist newspapers suppressed, nor Chartist pamphlets and books
confiséated. England was saved from ravolution during the 1840's and
1850's due to the action of all classes. 'The governing classes used
wisely thelr power of suppression, while Chartism and other working class
agitat:.o‘r_: provided a safety valve, a hope for redress of grievances and
‘betterment of conditions,

| : Trained as a philqsopher. ¥lie Halévy began his ocaveer investigating
and interpreting the history of sccialism and radicelism. Iater he chose
to devote his attention to modemn Fnglish history because ﬁe saw in Ingland

Mg, p. 1,
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the best laboratory for the study of the historiéal protlems that intere
ested him most: "the problem of the relationship of ideas and beliefs to
material circumstances in social motivation and hence in historical
causation."“é Theﬁe considerations are central to his 1nterpretafion of
nineteenty«century inglish history.

With evidences of extensive research, Halevy carefully presented the
complicated facts, contrasting opinions and events of the‘period. He
never facilitated his analysis by the uéual device of slicing up histori.
cal material into topical sections, Writing from a central political
perspective but pulling in the strands of religious, economic; and intele
lectual develomments, Halevy ereated a complete panorama of events and
ideas,

The only American scholars to produce studies specifically on the
Chartist Movement have been three doctoral candidates at Columbia Unie
 versity. Fach dealt with a particular phase, Preston Slosson's veolume
studied the problem'of derline, as he nroceeded to understand why a move.
ment so well supported by the worling ¢lasses was abandoned without ate

téining its program of refru-ms.“’7

Chartism and its relation to the
Christian churches was the subject of Harold Faulkner's study. tHe tested
the two prevailing theories concerning the Christian Church and reform:
first, the radicaels' contention thatlorganized Christianity as represented
in the churches has ordinarily been ovposed to progress, especially
scientific and politicals and, second, the modern churchmen’é goncepiion

of Christ as the great reformer advancing a radieal platform.‘ Claiming

héCharles C. Gillispie, "The Work of Hlie Hal&vy: A fivitical Appree
clation,” Journal of Modern History, ¥¥II (3eptember, 1950}, p. 232,
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no intention of resolving the cbrﬁ.‘l:lct, Faulkner merely selected one move=-
ment for democracy and examined the attitude of the various churches
toward it, he chose Chartism, Frank Rosenblatt originally planhed to
write an extensive study of the whole period of the Chartist movement,

The First World War frustrated his plan by rendering it impossible for
him to visit fngland to gather material, however, His volume, thérefore,
ended with the Chartist riots of 1839 and with an unfulfilled promise to
publish a second volume covering the later period.

The political nature of Chartism received Professor Slooson's closest
scrutiny, He defined the Chartist movement as only one phase of a larger
strmuggle to establish political democracy in Great Britain, To him the
Cha.rt’.ists‘ were not only a separate political group but a separate politi-
cal party, a party often ignored because it did not have representation in
Parliament, but still a party, Chartism came into being, commented Slossen,
because the working classes had lost eonfidence in the Radicals, who had
represented them pol:i.'l:.:l.cmlly.l'/8 The causes for decline were more coﬁxp].i-
cated and numerous, including internal weakness of the party, lack of‘ diw
rect representation in Parliament, ineffective 1eadefship, lack of definite
economic policy, increased conservatism of reformers, the harmful iniluence
of O'Cbnnor. remedial legislation, the Anti.Corn lLaw League acf.ivities, and
a ‘zf‘etur‘n of prosperity, Professor Slosson 'réfused to ascribe the decline
of Chartism to goverrmentsl repression or the failure of the 1848 petition.
Even though the Chartist Movement faded and a generation of working men and
women wepre forced to resign themselves to upper ¢lass rule and postponement
of the complete emaheipation of their class, the agitation was not waged
in vain, declared Dr, Slosson, The Chartists left the mind of England

uaIbido, PPe 17-20,
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changed, which was perhaps the greatest of all revoiﬁticnsea’g

As indicated by his title, Professor Rosenblatt was more interested
- .1in the social and economic aspects of the movement than in the political.'
He regarded it as a labor movement, the first compact form of class
struggle,5 0 Understahding Chartism necessitated # study of the economic
state pf thevperiod, he maintained, for *whatever we may think of _b the Ma-
terialistic Cénception of History as a general philosophy, there 6an
hardly be any doubt that in all struggle of labour, the bread and fork
question is the very seéd of historical causation,"”! Tt was this ex-
pression of class consclousness that distinguished Chartism both from
Utopian Socialism and from previous democratic movements in England. As
Chartism erystallized it became more and more a distinet labor struggle
for the reconstruction of society, In Rosenblatt's words, "the forms of
the demands were purely political, but the object was strictly economic, "52

Faulkner's unique treatise discussed a phase of Chartism seldom
mentlioned in any other consideration of the subject, the immportance of
the Church to the movement and the impaet of the movement and its ideas
 and actions on the Church, The Chartists made definite statements in rew
gard to thelr desires to see the Church reformed, The Chartist Convention
in 1851 announced their policy to include: | separation of church and state,
state owneréhip of churches purchased with goverment funds, abolition of
tithes, secularization of education, non.interference by state with church
policies, With such frank and antagonistic statements some reaction from

Y91ead,, pp. 209-210,
5°Rosenblatt, Pe e
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the churches would be expected, From sermons, letters, mirutes, and
 memoirs Professor Faulkner assessed the various churches' reactions. The
clergymen of the Esta.blished Church, he found, stood almost as one man,
opposed to extension of the suffrage and expressed in thair sermons dise
taste for the Charﬁsts and Chartlist policies, Examples of these sermons
cited weré: “The Powers that Be are Ordained of God," "Fear God and Honor
the King," and "Obedience to Lawful authority. u33 The Oxford Movement,
where reverence for authority was fundamental and politieal leanings ultra-
Tory, had no sympathy or aid for the Chartists, and even tﬁe Low Church
was hostile, 5k | |

Although one would expect the Wesleyan Methodists, the Church of the
poor class, to condone the agitation, Pfofessor Siosson maintained that it
too was officially opposed to democratic inmovations of the Chartists,5d
The Methodiét socie‘l.:vaas ‘a elosely.knit organization more like the
Episcopal and Catholie systems than those of the non-conformists. The
power was almost exclusively in the hands of the ministeré, and until his
death remained exclusivély in the hands of I-Jésley himself, As a strict
Tory, Wesley demanded status quo in government and non-interference in
political affairs by the clergy.56 According to Faulkher, the Methodists
never ofﬁ‘q:lauy favored demooracy. On the other hand, the 'nbn.;:onfomist
churches, both pastors‘ and people, took a much }m'ure tolérant attitude
toward further extension of the franchise., Since the ehurch did not offer
1§adership to the cause, the 'wdrki_ng men were forcad to lead .thei fight for

53Harold Underwood Faulkner and the Churches: A Study in
Democracy (New 'Iork, 1016), De 5‘:’."&-‘—. -
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soc1§.1 reformation, which according to Faulkner tended to strengthen
Chartisnm,

The social and political historians have, therefore, by their ex-
tensive research into the causation and background of Chartism, produced
works that aid greatly in understanding the character and integt of the
agitetion, the Chartists, and their world, The broad view of the social
historians has best pulled together all the various historiographical
-~ schools and produced the most complete, although general, interpretation.



~ CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION: CHARTISM IN HISTORY

This limited survey of the studies and histories of the Chartist
Hbveant haé made possible several genefal conclusions, The first, ;nd
most evident, is the simple fact that there are varying interpretations of
the movement, Some have viewed it as a soclal phenomenon while others
have declared it a pure demand for democracy, or for socialism, or for a
new political party, or have called it rabble-rohsing by an unsavory group
of rebels, or an instrument for compounding and dispensing challenging new

“i1deas and philosophies,

Secondly, the variance in the interpretations seems to be produced
by two major factors: the authore-his background; 1nterests; and purpose;
and the time of writing, It is usually assumed that:an suthor®’s personal
history and beliefs are not totally sutmerged when he takes pen in hand to
record and comment upon history. A conscientious and honest historian
makes a continuel and painstaking effort to present as true an image as 1is
possible, At the same time, however, he does not wish tq-depersonalize
the record to éuéh an extent that it becomes sterile, even if it were
possible to do so, Many historians approach a subject with a predetermined,
and often even praannounced; goal. This means they may of necessity dis-
regard important information if it is not pertinent to their alm in order
to give minute and scholarly attention to their one theme, Writers who dee
sire to investigate the economic causes and consequences of Chartism are
not, by their omlssions, saylng that there were nb polifical and social
causes and consequences; they are only limiting their theses to provide a

84
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study in depth of one facet,

| Since historians are products of society as well as students of it,
their writings reflect the thoughts and spirit of thelr age. Normally
eonﬁemporaries of an event have greater difficulty invmaintlining an obw
jective approach to it, but at the same ﬁime may have a better khowledge
of the happenings. This was true of the Chartist Movement, and the one
dominaiing element in contemporary treatments of it was partisanship, All
the contemporaries who wrote or spoke about the movement were conditioned
by their class and party ties. When events became a part of partisan
polities, it was difficult for even intelligent and educated men to re-
main objective., If the Times, Disraeli, or Carlyle could use the movement
to cast discredit on the Whig Ministry, they would; perhaps they would
even exaggerate some points and ignore others. And Lord John Russell and
_T_!_;g Edinburgh Review may hnvé found it to their party's favor to present
the Chartists as revolutlonaries and disloyal subjects, even though they
might have known that most Chartists did not want to execute the monarch
and establish a goverrment of the proletariat. Moreover, the Chartists,
especlally O'Connor, may have expressed a greater aense‘of urgency and
more revolutiomary dopiring than the Charter made necessary or than the
majority of the Chartists supported; still, he spoke for the movement,

In the generation prior to the First World War, when men became confi.
“dent that material and scientific matters were the true realities of life,
many historians decided that Chartism, and indeed all history, was dew
termined by economic factors, When the machines reduced society to a
state less than Utopian, however, there amerged from thls new sshool of
historians a group of intellectuals, "twentlethecentury liberals," de.
manding an end to the practice of lalssez-faire by the govermnment, They

declared that soclsty as s whole, and the state as the guardian of society,
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had to acceét_respohsibiiity for its members, They were, of course, inter-
ested in the history of the machiné socliety tfhat allowed man to subject
mn to intolerable conditions, These English Fabians and other Social-
, 1st§ quickly branded Chartism as an honest effort of ti'xe.'subjected to
fight such a fate, Their reasoning and sympathy was expressed in mos_st of
t.he liberal history of the early years of the new century. The twentleth
century also brought fofth a wave of'natiomlism and democracy, which it
became the order of the day to praise. Chartism was both national and
democratic, thus it was heaped with new laurels, |
The most recent writings are marked by more intense and diverse re-

search and by a desire to present the total sweep of the movement, To
some degree they reflect tﬁentieth-century ideals and patterns of thought:
| rejection of laissez-faire, bélief in the need for countervailing power
units within political and economic realms, fo:jeet:\.on of class superiority,
approval of welfare state policies, and acceptance éf pﬁaeeful agltation
for worthy ends, | v ' |

" fThe third point that becomes evident is that all the interpretations
deserve soﬁe degree of credibility, Although tho. interpretations cover a
wide unge{--including views of Chartists as soclalists, atheists, free
traders, protectionists, communists, politicians, philosophers, revow
lutionists~.they all have a basis in the eohtemporaryi doc;ments, lettérs,
'spoachea. reports, and memoirs, Each :\.ntbrprotitiqn ean be supported by
valid primary sources, ‘The Chnrf.ist Movement had only one statement of
policy, the Charter, mring' its history, therefore, Chartism became whate
‘eve:-r the leading local hgitators, }with their speeches and newspapers, mace

of it. As the Hammonds said, it engulfed a‘wide var.léty of people and
| dause&: the London artisan who desired edueationi]_. reforms, the Birming-
ham politician who wanted '_vé'uzl-rency reform, the minér who hated the Poor
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| Law, and the Northerner who was ready to fight to relieve his condition,
When Marx and Engels interpreted Chai'tism as a class struggle, they had
little difficulty ':ln supporting their contentions with stat&nents of well-
known Chart-ists. Then, when West presented Chartism as a vehicle and
originator of new ide#s an& philosophies, he also quoted creditable sources.
The differences in the later interpretations were never greater than those
vhich existed in the loeal chromicles of Chartism iteelf, The hetero-
geneous grouping under one- vague and alleinclusive banner should be compre-
hensible to modern Americans, who have accepted the same theory in thelr
own political parties.

Fourthly, it becomes apparent that the works on Charﬁism are not of
the same scholarly-‘ merit, and that they fulfill particular needs, The
Hammonds!' volume, based on a wide selection of materisls in all areas of
English 1ife during the period of the Chartists, shows the greatest under
standing of the movenient and the people who considered themselves Chartis'ts.
The years of study in this specific period well prepared the Hammonds to
handle the question of "why" in regard to chartis,m.‘ Halevy has prepared
the most scholarly and factual treatise of thp‘ period, Hls volume not
only inecludes minute data on the Chartists but also plants the movement
firmly in the midst of the main stream bkf nineteenth.century English
‘history. And although Gammage's volume is soﬂewhl.t .bib.ped- and lacking in
perspective, it remains indispensable to a student desiring to do extensive
research in the movement because of its detalled and first.hand rqpofts of
the meetings. acti.ﬂties » and personnel of Chartism, v | ' .

The fifth conclusion accepts Professor Briggs’s supgestion that furthes
research and pubiishing‘on the Chartist movement neodé to be concentrated
‘on locel conditions a‘nd' involvement. At the present time it is impossible
to determine the strength or weakness of Chartism at any _g:lve'n time or to
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determine why people joined themselves to the Chdrtiat cause, Did more
Chartists desire the suffrage than nationalization of land‘f Did more
follow JLovett than O'Connor or Stephens? What reslly made Chartism's
strength fluctuste? How did Chartism spread throughout England? These
are queations that cen only be resolved by careful and axtensive work in
local doouments and statistics. |

Undoubtedly the Char’tist Movement. is better understood today than
evgr’ before, even than it was in its contemporary world. Many aspects
that are still clothed in mystery will be better known in time; that is
the mfure of continued scholarly research and of the interpretive
writing of history. |
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