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CTIAP'I'ER I 

Education is a continuous p::rooess by which the individual 

grows and develops and becomes inoroasincly i'Iell ... ad;just;cd in 

the ohan~ing society in which ho livos. As the individual 

;;11aturos physically., rn.en·tally., socially., spiritually., and emo-

tionally., education must provide oxperienc0s that will enable 

hia to form desirabla habits., to broaden his mental vision, to 

deopon hie understandin~ of his status iu and responsibility 

to society and to acquire skills to meat and solve problems 

onoountered from day to day. 

Learning is the heart of tho educative proooss. For 

generations the school stressed rote lenrnins•-the acquiring 

of knowledce for its awn sake, tho learni~g of prinoiples and 

generalizations apar·c i'ro.m li:f.'e situa·tion.s, novr tho ability 

to or~anize old and now learning to make new behavior oatterns 

and to Beat new situations is the omphasis. 

Learninc in school today is oonsiderod satisfactory if it 

builds up attitudes, ideals and appreciations; sets standards; 

and leada to understanding principles and perceiving relation• 

ships in now situations. Suoh learniug calls for a new type 

of experiencing. This type builds porsonality. The individ• 

ual is different beoauso ho has learned, and a atorehouae of 

l 
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loarnint has bcou providod--undorstandln~s~ apprecia~ions. 

insi~hts. abilitios~ knowlodGo, Rnd a~ills to bo drann upon 

de;rac that it results i~ p~pil learui~g.) 

Th0 ind.iwidual al,io hns :Tuch i,ona t'or knowlsd~;o, noi: be-

wort;h while. 

The way people livD, the values thoy ahoris~ and for 

which they are nillinG to work, and bho s~ccoss ~ith which 

they nchiovo thosa valuoz ure t~o r~sult of lournod way, of 

sch.001 .. Tho earlies~ education had ~8r its JUrpo~a an imita-

Pabtorn~ were sot 

8. c;e 11C ~\,. • 

I1l1 e po r s o n 

of continued ~rowth. 



shoffn in reachin; tho abjoatives of education by the manner 

in which porsonal dovolop~ent and maintenance noods aro not 

1 ·1 ·' ' ' ' ' " . 1 1. . . ' _., w0 as \:r10 ncoo..s in nor10 anu 1a;;n y J.·:1,1.r~; ,,J.VJ.C. a.nu 

oocial rosponsibilitios, recreational intares~s, and vooa-

tioual activities. 

nosearch show1:.: us that child.hood axpo:riances he.vu a 

creat iuflucnco upon the a~ount of success we aan have in our 

11crson.0-l lives. Ho·,;ie env:tron:.:rnn-t means som.et;hinc.-; ,;10:,;'o than 

tho arran~e~ent of tho furniture. It includes the humau ouvi-

ro·,1.nont~ too. Tho idoa.ls and rd;andarD.s of' t:h()se in the ho'TI.o 

become a part of the human environra0nt. ~hut tho parents and 

creatly a~d tho adults noro than is often r0alizod. Attltud0s 

arc caucht not taught. The kind of relationships d~veloped 

amor;.t; -bhc f'a,iily m.e-.n.1JOrs plays an Litportar.d, pnrb in r;ur da:i.ly 

happiuess and long ti~o success in livin~. 

of ovoryday life have u gra&t bearing upon tho relationships 

porson~l attitudes. 

In a 

opdzes tho import1:F1co t:i. 1.t :ri ,)rts of: others. '!'h i s r.: o o d 

relationship Tihou illQintainorl in the fnnily is carried over 

'rh ts i. s i::1portaD.t be oau so the c om;, .. uul ty 

:is the horn.o of' ,nu:· ho:·10t,. 
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Tho bi~cest bu2inoss in U10 world today is humcmakin~. 

It should be kept in ~ind that this doe9 not raenn house~ 

emotionally~ and spiritually. 

;:1odi:f.'i;;d.. 

inaa~ivo partners 1n the buainoss of homo~akin~-

Poo:,olo ccno:rally wJ.11 do 

Other 

.P; ei. e 11 .Cant i 1 ";/ 

jo ulso uus~ loarn to 

live an~ ~3t alon~ in tho Tiorld. 

~ome life affords unique up~ortunity to develop ability 

to live in a domocraoy. 

learn to adj~st. Gontliats of in~ercst are nura ·to ariDo, 
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l 
but mutual agreero.€ln-t is usually possible. J; a c h o o n:f' 1 i ct as 

it arises gives oaoaeion for discussion, a domooratic method 

for tho settlement 0£ issues.. Wheu parents and c}1ildreu are 

gathered togothor at the table or beside tho fire, or ~ore 

formally~ in family oounails, there are countless opportu-

nitios for discussion, in the course of which leadership may 

be assumed, as a matter of course, by those with fuller expe• 

rience and expert knowledge. Understanding of others, freedom 

from prejudices, and the ability to seo both sides of aquas-

tion aro habits of mind ~1ich may bo aoquirod gradually. Ana. 

further. genuine cooperation is possible in a group whore 

each member, even the youngest. ls troated with equal courtesy 

and aonsidoration; where. in the procossos of working. and 

playing tocethar. common iutorasts are developed in such a 

way as ta foster a sense of responsibility~ and a willingnoss 

to forego individual aotivitios for tho common good. 

Sinoe the school is an orgQnizad oduaational agency, it 

should recocnizo the valuee inhoront in tho domocratic idoal 

and should make every offort to incorporate learninG expe-

~ienoas ~hich tend to foster their dovolopnont. The hono-

makini procram is built around the problons arising in 

pc rsoual homo anc1. .f111ni ly lifo. It deals -rd th the c•ork, inter-

cats, and noeds of tha family grou9, respect for individuals. 

their ovmorship and privacy. It fosters responsibilit:1, and 

willingness to .1ork toi;ethcr £'or tho co1,.L1011 good. '.i'he home-

makin~ proiram should be built around family life. the work 

of tho family, their rocroution~ thoir thinkin~ and plannins 



for and uith eaoh other. It includes a study of such areas 

as the mana~omont of money; the nutritional needs of the 

famil:,r; clothing f'or the f'a::n.ily; the ITH:tnu,~;e.mont of tirn.o, 

onorgy, and human rosourcos; tho care and guidance of child-

ron, and ho~sekcapiui. Tho study or personal problems in 

those areas develops solf-confidcnce, initiativo, leadership 

ability, oooperrttivoncss, jud~mout, and efficienoy. 

6 

Final responsibility for ~int l6rmal eduoation means to 

students rests lar~ely in the hands uf tho teaohar. The tcach

in6 ,job is man~r-sidod; tho touciwr's role has many facet3. 

Basically the job is that of providins loarnint ox1orionces 

which will pro:m.ote the i'ullost; ~;ro1.7-t;h and development of the 

individual student. Tho role 0£ tho toachor is that of an 

oxporioncod leader Qnd guido. What tho student learns depends 

in part upon tho le arni1.1~; oxpc rio nee s he has-- the e.c ti.vi ties 

carried out; tho subj€ct matter studied; and the knowledge, 

skills and tochniques omphasiz~d as of 6reetest north. His 

learninc also doponds upon the kind of person the toacher is., 

ho:r adjustment to life, her rolt:1.tionships with ;_,upilz, and 

tho learning she has. 

'fh0 job oi' teach inf; is not tho teach.or's alone., but tho 

loadership in most instanoes rosts ~ith her. Tho final Joals 

of teach.in;·,: ri.ro clu;,nces ia ideals, Httitudos, and behavior• .. 

ncn: ways of lookinr; at thinr_;s., nev, ideo.s and valuos., novf ways 

of doing thJnss already known., new habits to replace unsatis-

factory oneo. 'l'he so ·1a;:., or nay ri.crl:; talw p laco du.ri nt; t:ho time 

the toaoher is associated wi1h the stude~t. She may have 



started this growth, but other oxperlonoes are needed before 

noticeable achievement aan be acquired. 

Home eoonomios is taueht through the use, care, and 

m.anaGEH1ont of the depart:nent s.2 YJGll as ·bhrough tho class 

discussions aod special activities carried out by the pupils. 

Inappro~riato or too expensive furnishiugs and equipment, 

disorderly storage, careless handling of suppliao, and working 

without a financial plan may be moro affective instruments for 

teaahing than the problems discussed in class. Unloss those 

problems ara solved in an efficient manner, the teacher has 

lost rather than gained. She has enoouraced poor bomomaking · 

rather than good. 

l'he hom.o economics tea.chor should encloavor' to 'build o:n 

tho worth-while teachings of the ho·,I1e an.d obtain tlte coopera

tion of home members in tho work the sohool is emphasizing. 

Pupils should bo led to approciato the work of their parents 

ctnd the dif'ficult:ios against vrhich they ht1.ve of·t;.e~rhi:c1,os strut;• 

gl<Hl mi.d to understand tho real vrnrth which frequently lies 

beneath their so:m.etines unpoLishod n1anners and poor material 

surroundings. 'l'ho life. ;:;oa.ls of' many pnrcn1.ts center in pro-

vidinc for their childron a better opportunity than thoy, tho 

parents, had and in i~provinc hone conditions. Home econom

ies tenchinc should contribute to the realization of both 

those o.irf1s., and ps.rents vrho see tho:,,1 be:i.n:; ach5.cvcd will 

beoo;'1e strong allies of tho viork. 

A protram or work--a calendar of activities--should be 

planned by the teacher., showing in B systematic way the 



experionccs she planu to use in achievinc the objectives or 

the department. This should bo a. flexible program, ho11ovcr, 

to be adjusted as new conditions arise and indioate a neod 

f'or chanDe. 
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The teacher has a responsibility ta see that home econom• 

ios is not; thour;ht of' s.s one oi' the :t:'ri11s of' ecl.ucation, on 

the one hand, nor that its values aro moasurod only as ib 

teaches the ~kills of cooking, sawinc, and housewifory, on 

the otho r hand. 

Homo aconomios is as wide us home ond family life itself. 

Its teaching is suooassful largely ·to the deErea that it 

con:bributos ·to the form.ins of a worknbla philosophy of life. 

Harronly presented, home oconom:l.cs 1!1.ay vmrp attitudes toward. 

life and hinder tha development of a proper sense of values. 

Broadly planned and wisoly taucht ~ith the naads and aharac

terietics of tho adolescent in mind, home economics hns an 

unusual opportunity to be of educational valuo to yo~th while 

'.~hey are r:;rowin~; into happy, ,,.rho lo som.e, well-bo.lanoed manh.ood 

and womnnhood. In modern mociety, eduoation for effective 

home and family life is much too important to be loft to 

chanco, and should be. so planned tha·G it mee·t~';, in part at 

least~ the needs of tho people. Hence, this study was made 

of studen~ needs, interests and experiences in an offort to 

locate their 1~2lio&tions for homomaking curricula. 



'l'hc hone is quite conora.lly ncecpted by loadi.Yt;::; oduct:t-

only tho ideals basic to ~ood perso~al~ home and fanily life, 

bQt must cono0rn th~msolves with tho continu~us development 

and evaluation of teachini oonto~t nnd ~a~erials. 

3olievinc this, tho wri~nr at~cmptod to find infornation 

e du_cn. ti Ofl0 .. 1 l .it D. rt:t ~tt1re. 

9 
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In order that the reader better underatand the situa-

~\0n in which this experimentation took place, namely tho high 

school of Okemah, Oklahoma, a brief description of the location 

and charactoristios of the homemaking department and its 

students it made. 

The town uas uamed Okemah after a Xickap00 Indian chief 

of thi8 namo whi6h means hi porr.;on ... It is an urban town of 

4,000 people, located in the east cantrnl part of Oklahoma. 

It i~; on tv,,ro h:1.c;hv;ays mid·way betvwcrn. 'J'ulsa and Oklaho;:ta City. 

the pooplo der::i.v·e the:i.r income lti.r ly from fo.rr:ting~ stot:k 

raiainc and petroleum. This ueans that a large number of the 

students onrollod come from surrounding aroas, rather than 

from tho town itGelf. The total enrollment in both junior 

and senior hi school is approxi~atoly 930 students. Rural 

which is approximately 35 per cont of the total anrollmont. 

I'ho hi sahool bQilding is located on a hill in tha 

south oustarn part of tho town near tho junior hi school 

and a lar~o grade cohool. the band and shop buildinss aro 

alr;o 11ear t,~r. 

Within a short distance from these buildincs is a 003-

binod lunch room a~d homemakin~ cottage. 

dapart~ont ~hiah was built two years aso is the orido and joy 

of tho (lOEIHUn.it;y. It consists of a large all purpose labora-

tory, a living room, a dressing room~ and a store room. In 

the all purpose room there aro two per~anontly installed uni~ 

kitchens and ahelvin~ to house 99 tote trays, the depart-
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Glot;h. iug 

cons~ruotiun and soleotion~ neal plannin; a~d table service, 

hone n~raint, child oaro, toxtileo, und homo turniahi.n~ are 

toacho? on the basis ot h~~ oarlior kn~wlod~e and preparation. 

R~d th~t too littlo wss known about s~adent needs, pro~ptod 

tho writer to try to obtain ad<li~io~al infor~atian. It was 

raco~ni~ed need~ a~d into~ests, and the f~turo plan~ of 

informatio~ already aolleotcd by ~ho sahool and would provide 
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would reveal cluen which would bo helpful in plannin~ a 

hane~akinc eduaa~ion curriculum. 



CHA P'.-~!S: I I I 

i -;1 d i vi d. n n 1 s • 

All ~heoo fact~ aua many more k~oYn by 

13 



of' tho emphasis to 'be placed on curric'.1.hu1 planni 1:1t:• 

,, ,., ,, ,., ~-!- :i.· 0.,,., '"1" ·i 1~"' l i·... li '·" ~ .... ,~) ~~ ~.,.l,o •. (",4 ..... . l~;.> devised to o1,yt;a:in infornation ro;i,ard.ittt; 

the homos, familiosj clubs, organizatlons, spucial abilities, 

likes and disli!::.os as well a.s °i;;10 honHi,r,akin;,; basks tho~r ·wished 

donts du~in~ tho sprinf of 1956. 

fifteen of tho 10 fa~lliee raprosontod by the 9artioi-

'tho i'anilios livi'lf. in town tot.alod 22 while 18 liv·od in tho 

0 CCU '?fa .. ~ i O 'n. S • ··---,.., ... ,:;,.•'-~--

quenoy in Table I, pace 15. 

i·r1 tho petrolou.1r1. in.dttstry; ci:__:h.t 

j_n f::.rm.i·:i; (or 1·1· ··~ ,-1· f' " r 111 O· cl ) ". "'"' '·. .;.. vi-. . ,I '• , ciJ1t W8rc skilled la~orurs, four 

lo.bor,1:rs. rsonal oc~vicos, two 

Ono ::.i :' 1 

Yio ro 



Ordo r of 
:F' l"EHlUWnoy 

1 

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

'l1.A.BLB': I 

Types of Occupations 

Petroleum 
T~i1ck Driver 
Refinery 
Driller 
Bn~:ineer. 
Ji' ore:man 

Farming 

Retired Farmer 

Skilled Labor 
Mechanic 
Construction 
Welder 
Glerk 
Carpenter 

Di stri bu·tion 
f3orvice Station 

:aa na;:;e r 

Lumber yard 

Un.skilled Labor 
Laborers 

Personal Services 
.::.uni s te :r 
Public Relations 

1Jn(naployecl 

Deceased 

Pansiou 

Unanswo red 

T.ota.l • • 

6 
l 
1 
l 
1 

15 

Wumber 
i:mployed 

• • 10 

7 
l 

Total • • • • 8 

'I'otal • • 

Total • • 

To+;al • • 

To'ca.1 • • 

Total • • 

Total • • 

'.l'otal • • 

Total • • 
'l'otal 

2 
l 
1 
l 
• • 

2 
1 
1 
• • 

3 
• • 

1 
1 
• • 
2 
• • 
1 

• • 
l 
• • 
l 

• • 

8 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

l 

40 



1 :'·' ··~ : ) 

~woof i.he ~others uro docoanot. 

individual nroforonaes in Ii1 f.i ·b -t~ 0 :r• • 
... ~---·---... ~-... ~-~-- ._._ .. _ _... ___ ,·-~"' - ...._ ____ _ 

~he heat li\ed subjoot t~ken in school. 

two to ~iolo~y and one irl prefarrotl a~orus. 



O:cdcr of 
f~ re <i'UO llC~ ~r 

.. 
J. 

2 

6 

10 

11 

TJL:J I I 

Class Aotivities Liked Best 

Study of Food Preparation 

Study of Clothing Construction 

Study of ITomo Nursing 

8-bud;/ o:£' }Iome 'F'urnishinu; 

1,11 of i"b 

Study of Ilouse Cleaning 

Keep room elea:n 

W"or1e of it 

17 

ttu.rn.·be r 
Re11ortinG 

21 

16 

2 

2 

2 

l 

l 

l 

l 

1 
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and clothing oo nst:ruc·b ion. The othc r phases 1 ike d rather 

generally were nursin~, home furnishing, marketing, house 

clcaninc, and food preparation. One cirl said she liked all 

phases of ho.r::.emaking, while another one sta·l;cd she did nc>"l:; 

like any of thom. 

Realizing ·chat many in.di v-idual di:Cference s and many in.tor-

estinG evidences of student Grow-th aro rihown hy thoir choiees 

of reading material~ attention is called to the ohoicos made 

by these 40 homemaking students. 1'heir a.n.svrers to ·bhe query 

order of frequency and are shown in Table III, pa,e 19. The 

"slick" magazine ohoiaaa totaled 41. The nszt most prominent 

might be classified as popular, political, and current news. 

and Life classified as piotoral educational magazines were 

ne::d; in popularity wi·th nine :readers. 'rho ·t;no toon ag0 maca-

wore clnined as preferred by a total of eight readers. Tiomen's 

~ Journal, and ~:.~ ... i.;?~ Uor::! in·l;;orestad .four girls most 
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'J?ABLh III 

,-.<,,c'.;•<".-..:e:.-;. ....,,...,...-.,, -~--"-"'-__ ..,,n--._""UO""-•......-:;~,;;,m,,;,y<S__.">_.:'.,•••·lhi\-"::--...._....,,.._ . .,.... .. ,....,._-~.-=-~----·=-=-• _.. -'"• --...::.4'.-'"""""-- -~'<C',-...,;,,:-.....:.-:.-.;,i......-..... ....-.. ,o,; 

K:i.r,ds Eead l-':\rm ~bo :r 
r:epo.rtinc 

_,~~--.... ---~....,,,____. ___ "'~-----*'-·=--.A.._,,,_-~,.._"""' ... - ..... ..,.,._.-..._._.. ..... _ .... _,....d ____ ,.._..._., ____ ,,. ____ ..,_=~:,,-~>-.-c 

(' 
,,J 1:i.ck 

Po f:>".:lla ,, Po1 ittcul and Cn.;;:"'re D-:; :·1Jo1-rs ~ 

:tea de!' ' s ,, . 
l:e ,7"J.'-:,,.. .\J' :l ..:~ \i' .. • " • .. • • .. • • " 

g 

r~ at; Li I" clct:f f!! ~JG lli r·.t_; Po st • .. • • • .. • • • 5 
Goll i e: r· t s • • .. • 0 * • • • • • • • • • 2 

1.'o{;a 1 lf5 
Pict;o:o:'Hl [1; d. t:t (; t\ ··,; i (j ·_-1 fl 1 

Lifo • • • • • .. .. • • • .. • • G 
Look. • • • • • • • .. .. • .. ~ .. • • 3 ·, __ 

'i'otal 9 
'i'o o ti f'..1_;0 

~) c ··vo r~:b 0 o 11 • • • " • • • • • • • • • • • 7 
hm.o:riGnn. Girl • • • • • • .. 11 • • • • • 1 

·ro·(.;al 8 
r oma11 ' <' 

" ; .. fn,ca zir.:.e s 
,_,, o,'1:&n 1 E E: c,·::cte C o: ,pan:i. on. • • • • • .. .. .. l 
·cc Gall .• ,.:, • • • • • • ~ • .. • .. • • .. • 1 
Le.dio s TT oz.;w .J ov. 1·nal • • • • • • " • l 
iUilEl l:':i.CHU1. Eo1:w • • • • • • • • • .. " ·• 1 

To l;al 4 
Ii: dilCtl ·i; i Oil{i 1 

('·{l f) cr·r.1 phio • • • •· • • • • " • .. .. • 1 
f;o io nee • .. .. " • • .. .. " .. • • • 2 

'.l'oJcal :3 
S po:ti; " " 

~;! p0rts • ... • • • • .. • • • .. • • • • 1 
Tot:al 1 

Pulp 

11 i"'~10 Storie $ 

1;:o vie beroo n C • • .. • • • • .. • D 

~r~ri1c (' OD,fO .. .:~ i +'Ji.'/. s ~ • • .. • .. • • .. .. • 2 ' "" 
?ruo ~;to:tio ~·· "' .. • .. ~ " • • • • • • • 1 

I'o l;o.1 8 
Total -~t:) -
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The oharactor of tho books na 10d tho 

•r,.rn, r i (} d. ;irla reported thoy read fiction, five histor-

i C tr.1 

the other ~hr o liotod non-fiction, baby car 

A 11 to i~divicluals hnvo 

many impcrtu~t uman uec0s ~o Lo ~at. 

l .i J·lo. .i 

cf 

-[-; J"t (->. i X'' 2], Cf:':!, 0 [~ C 2 1 , t 1 ... (> :c o a. cl n ~:~ 
"'~-·~-=.--.-..-,..... _,.,_._._.....,, __ 

D. TlO +:k1 ~rcup of ton 1:uvo an,wers 

01 ... 1' ot11.c:1:~s 

1 i l':c 

G i'f:l.·:ily an 

e lo~ tio~ of horn 

11..Jo~fot)_ h __ (~r-' roo.m .• 

Sports ~ere li tea 

hc1{ 



Order of 
I?requoney ---

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

'7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

:rABLE nr 

T:i:-n1rns 11-0 Hmm:J:AKIJ.JG S'l'UDRKTS EiSPJ~CIALLY 
Lnn; ABOPT THI:rH RO'mS 

21 

Types o~ Statomonts Mada 
Wu:m.b(i r Times 

Repor-t;ing -------,--~-
Enjoyed Evorything 10 

enjoyed the cot1panionship, fr:i.endin0ss.._ 
and understandinz 10 

Enjoyed family discussions 4 

Enjoyed tho freedon to do thinGS 4 

En;oyed tho meals 3 

Enjoyed the television aud radio 

Appreciated the feelint of security 1 

Appreciated tho oooporation 1 

Liked tho location l 

Appraaiated the support of the father l 

Enjoyed har l 

1 

Liked nothint,; 1 
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favoring band. The Four H Club and tho Future Teachers of 

Amarioa tied in popularity with soveu listings each. Drama 

hold the interest of six and dob1..,tin.;:; of four. Cam.p Fire 

i ntcre sto d two, and nu:r si nr~ and homomaking one each. Ghurch 

clubs held most of the cirls interest with a total of 17 

answeriLg. Pep Piratos (the sports olub) was claimed by 

seven, the Spanish Club by two, and Art 1)y ono. It war, noto.d 

that the samo numbor vore intorosted in music as woro inter-

ested in church clubs. This nay bo one rosult of the rather 

close relationship botwoen tho public school end the church 

in this cornuunity., 

Ninotoon of the girls reported that they had spaaifio 

work to do in the home. ·------ Tho romaindor said they holpod with 

tho i:~oneral ho1,otP:rn:·k, took care or tho J'oungor children and 

kept thoi:r. room.s clear:. Ono 1-:;irl, ·whose mother was deeoased, 

vrorked. as a partner in doinf,_. "dlo housffl',ork: with hor fo.thor, 

uho was retired. Tuo of the ~irls lived with their father and 

a crandmo~her since thore was no mothor in the home. 

When asked if thoy ~ ~ allono.nce, 16 stated :;Eis a.11d 

22 no, while two wro~e sometimos. Ten of the 16 statod that 

they saved somo of their allowance, but six indicated they 

did not save nny • 

. h:i.Gh school 16 said they planned to go to coller;o an.d 12 had 

other plans. while ei~ht were undecided. Two wantod to work 

for tho tt3lephono co::n.;.;a,;_y 1:u1.cl tvro thou1;ht they VJould like to 



the location and kind. rdor of fruquoncy named 

lJ nl ~r<; rsj__ ~ulsa Univorsity, Fast Central Stata Collose, 

Haoono Collo;o, and ouo college located in Plorida, as well 

as various hospitals for uursea traininc. sinues collo~es 

were also listaJ. No ono oolls;o wae raontioncd 

Choosin ans's life ~ork is a very rtu.11-L ote1? ·t:{, 

of their fr0quency 

rls worD undeoldad a 

t~air oh ius and four others wautod to be tale 

Tno rls wanted to do secretarial work~ and one planned to 

ba in Civil Service. 

.. Thia wac brue of tho 40 ho~0making 

rls who answered tho question ra 
===""·--"-,---"· 

their intentions to 
_.,._~-,.,.c,, ·--""-=""""'=-·- ,.,,.~ 



OrdcH' of 
1? :t'CCHFl o nc y 

1 

2 

.., 
,; 

5 

G 

'!:ABLE V 

'l'ypos of' Vocation.fl G110:1on. 

12 

9 

Bo a J;tu•so 8 

.De a 'l'oa.0her 4 

Be a Telephone Operator 4 

Bo a Sccreta:cy 2 

Be in Civil Service 1 



and ona girl atated she planned marria~e in the near future. 

Past experiences have shown that the displeased and 

irritated students have special ideas about tha kinds of 

would ;,-ou .r~ake in the homo? ---~ ~--- --
Ansuers to this question will be found in Tnblo VI$ pace 26. 

Aii was Hxpected, a variety of ansv1e:;.·s were :r~ccivod, 'Phey 

ran.god from stntEt:rn:ents which expres::;ed satisfaction to 'thoso 

40 girls sald thoy were satisfied with their ho~os, either 

saying or implying they would make no changes. There seemed 

bo be so~0 conoern ovor the ortBnization and distribution of 

home rosponcibilities since ei~ht reported that they would, 

if in charge of the home~ orGanize activities and distribute 

re~ponoibilitiee ditferently. Seven said they would mako 

ahanceo about the meals. but it is not known whnt changes 

ee.ch would m,ake.. Some referred to the tinw of' serving o.nd 

some to rood oholuos. Others ware conamrned with redecorat• 

inc the home~ chan~ine the furniture, and oporatin& on a 

budget. One girl wanted the family to livo toguther in one 

plaee. Another girl was undecided a~ to what ahan:es she 

Probably one of the best evidences for the plannint of 

ments cf their needs which thoy expressed in their ans~ers 

they knew how to do. These su~narized statements are found 
~~~~~ 



I, . .,, 
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of tho ;irla want0J ~o know ~oro about oooklni and meal rlan-

ni~G while 12 WUG~Cd ~o laurn mare about souiaG• ~t~ht were 

l1:d;0r0:~r;ed L1 ho,,,e l\;,.rnishin0 a;1d. decorati1.ti.; und se.1run ·,;;.rart'i:;c,d 

aid, and another group of five expruJaed their neod for kuow-

dating and Marriage vory important and three wunt0d just sen-

oral housework. 

~akin~ a home oomforta~l~, and learuiug to entertain, to 

market, and to launder wero equally important. 



Ordo i· of 

TA !3LE VI I 

no:imi'lAiU\'JC: 'rASKS 40 Hm:rn:;:,1AKI;-IG STUDT~ TS 
'tic AW 7g D TO Ki: (ff[ HO{l 'l O no 

Types of Statements Made 
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Nmnbor 
Frequency Reporting 
-~,-... ---~-.--~""""·-· =·· ~'-· ·-· ··--·· -"~~--=--~-., .. ,,,,,,,.,,....~=-··· -"'-"'"'-·-=-, 

r, 
<· 

6 

7 

9 

10 

11 

12 

J ,, • ,J 

Be a sood aook and plnn moals 2G 

Learn to sew, ambroidor, and crochet 15 

Study home furnishiug and decorating 8 

Study ahild cnre 

Study homo nursing nnd first aid 

Learn to budget time and noney 5 

Study datins and marriQge 

Learn general housework 

1 

Loarn to marko t 1 

Loarn to entertain 1 

Make a comfortable home 1 

Learn to do launder 1 



Personal interviaws wero held with 20 ronent irnduatos 

~o cet information as to their experiences while atteudi~g 

hich school classes. They wore a1kod what use they had nado 

of the trainln~ received in their hi;h school homomakinc 

classes. Thay wore also asked to civo their opinion of the 

phases ~o bo included in future homemakin~ progra~s for high 

sc>•ool and the i'eas:i.bility of lui.vin,,; nigld; classes in ho,no-

makinc for adults. Of these 20 craduatos~ 12 wore married, 

four had movod from Oka~ah, six rroro in college, fivo were 

worklng part time, and ton were full ti~e homomnkers. nop 

the use they had made of thoir hone eaono~ias train-

ing, eleven stated cooking wris most important to thom. seven 

sa:id so'(:'rinf:, and tvro said 1)oth. In answorinc tho questiou 

abo~t the homcnaking oach ha<l had in hith school. and what 

they considered had been loo.st va.luable., f:i.ve or one fourth 

of tho group aontaatctl said cookin3. All of thcso fivo ware 

oither working or in oollece and had little opportunity to 

mako uso of their cookinc. This may havo been 'i::ho reason 

for their f'oeling that their -v/Ork in foocl preparation was of 

little value~ ITowever, ton of the women said that their 

high school work in clothing waa least valuable. It is not 

29 



known whethor these ten are amous tho lass skilled ~roup, 

whether they disliked olothins construotion or whether they 

believe it is not expedient to make clothes. All of them 

30 

wore definitely in favor of night classes offering more bome

makin6 eduaation for adults. They reoommonded a broad curric

ulum for the preparation of future homemakers specifically 

suggesting tho inclusion of foods and nutrition, sowing, o~ild 

care, hone furnishing and decoration, home manatement, homo 

nursing, meal planning and table service, budgetinc, consumer 

education, landscaping, p~rsonal adjuatnont, etiquette. family 

relationsJ laundering, good habits, personal grooming and 

design. sex education and oolor combinations. Although no 

specific suggestions ware made in regard to the detailed 

content to be taught. the women were consistent in their recom

mendation of a broad homemaking etluoation program. While 

so:me admitted they were not skilled in all phases of home

making;, they still cxp:rossed belief that the hom.om.akinG 

education pro&ram should incorporate so~e work in every phase 

of family life~ oven thottt;h to <lo so. homemaking skills as 

such, likely would have to bo developed through home oxpar• 

ienoes.. All r0comn1.ended an opportunity i'o:t1 adults to con-

tinue tho study of homemakins. 



OP:f.1JIU!f; 
Arrur, ,_': 

>~.'.f:~ Cc;·, 1 _:_f :· :·1) [l Tl U .i·: E 
'nF: G ff;· .;:J" \: I 'tY 

~hose peaplo were landers in tho connunity with various oocupa-

of lii'e tn.Ii:in[:, placH) :i.u thai:; pa.:rticnlar co1Tcrnn.tty. The;y 

included a doc-tor's wii'e, tho p:res:i.dent of' tho sc;hool boa.rd, 

.. . f.:i w:u.o o:f.' the supcriuteudunt of a minister 1 ~ wife~ 

nnd an 82 ~ear ol~ ;raud~ot\or. 

Ono was 

sic~ificancc for tho toaohi~c of home oconomico in the hith 



32 

included in the homomakinc protram in ~ich school?" Consid-

orable interest was shown and the ansrrors were many and 

variod. A su~mary of the answers ma<lo by people never elves 

much insight into how individuals think. llance the decision 

to include four case studies. No attempt is raadc to repeat 

to report tho ideQs oxpressod in as simple and concioe lan-

guage as possible. The reports of tho interviows wore 

solectod by tho uso of Fishor and Yatos Tablo of Random. l\Jum-

bersl. Tho following reports wore ~ivan by: 

A Grandinothcr; 

Students could practice cooking Rt homo what they have 
learned at school, boin; sure to loavo tho kitchen cabinets 
as they found them. If they lourned ~ore about bud~eting 
finances they would be more capable of careful buying after 
they are married. This might keep down family probla~s. 
Mending learned in school would bo very beneficial later in 
tho homG~ Charact0~ buil<linl is vory im~ortmnt. Studonts 
should learn to do daily chores in an s?ficent manner. Land
scaping tau~ht in a si~plo farm Bould oncourage girls to 
have more beautiful homos. 

A Buauty Operator: 

'l'he _plan.ninr.:; of' meals is vory :i.:mpo:etan.t particularly 
loarnin~ to substitute nhon ono does not have certain foods 
on tho sholf. To bo an efficient housekeeper., learning to 
prepare r:le,~1::; when the "10th.er is v.ror!rin:: is :_'.ocd O',:pel~ien.00 .• 
A study of family relationship is one that cannot be strc~~ed 
·~oo 1:1uch. 

A County Home Demonstration A;ent: 

Paronts should be more in sympathy with what is taught 
in school. 'I'hey need to bo more farliliar with the su1Jjoct 
:m.attor. Tf a ~irl oomos home enthusod and wanting to try a 

r .- .. L1ndqu1s~., Statistioal Analysis in Bduoation~l ResaArch 
(CambriJt;c ifas.s .. 1940)., PP• 262•264,. 



project ad the parent 
pupil have both lost. 
should bo encouraged. 

d:1.scortx"ar.:;c ,; l1(1r.,. t;;·1c21 tf10 tonr.;,l1cz:"" 11:nd 
od school and paront relationships 

A 

~lace whore all tho nc~bcrs can bo ths~selvos, ?areuts should 
not bo too strict. HavinL slip covers for the protection of 
tho divan nnd ohnirs will cBuso childron to feel freo to 
play. Loarnini to preparo food for tho family will help stu-
c1.c~c1t;s to 1.11:1dGrstrt}1d. tn~\-~1'1ljr 1T:_1tr-:i~tion. Jtll .h.i scJ-1001 s-t1,.ls-
should bo !:;au child co.ro and dnvolop.nnnt so -bhn·~; thG1°'3 -;:.Jill 
bEJ· loss :nocd fo_r ·t.:;b.(:;I?l to lat-\.:.-·n n·t; th.t; r)x· ... ~01130 ot "~:!10ir firs~t; 
child. Tho oldost child in a ra~ily should not hnvo to suffer 
for tho ~istakcs tho Dothcr s. Also ~on9ral information 
should ":-,o in.eluded r0t:;tu·dh1c; tho dotorjnination of' ba.bys 1 f'eod
in;~:; f'or·1n\1lt1s·., ttnd nch.odn.los. Yo1.111 n1ot}1or~s 1100d to tt:nd.f~::~sta.r1.d 
t11a··t bab5'«(38 i,ro r:iif?ox·t)r:-t a11cl tl1tX,t c1-ll roco1n.raJ.or1C\(.;.d sc;hedttlos. 
need sli t n.djn,Jt::,1cnts ~:;o ::wot iudlv:i.dnal n<:::ied,c. A stu.dy of 
child nsvcholo~v would be nondo~ful. Tho lator life of a oar-:.. t,/ l_/1; . • . , ,, 

so11 is ~ror~r L1.·uel1 rtf_.:·oet3cJ l1:l 'f:1.i.s 1.1·:')::-r:.i::1: 1if'r; as a o.ltild. j~+b.oro 
should bo GOOd humor in the homo. Hiih school ;irls should 
bo ~.1olpod to S\3G th,e eon1ieal n.:1d t11c _!:)lcnsa-r1.t sidGs of l10T0.o 

liio rathor than tho little tra~odios and irritatin~ frustra-
ti o 11 s .for i t i s th i s ab i 1 i 
makes home life successful. 

to ~alutain good humor that 

Tho sucgastions made by the four woman seeBed to bo re-

prosontativo of tho attitude of the majority of the adults in 

tho community .. 

~irls should be tnu t raany ho~oilakin; skills. The c:rand-

:;uothcr referred to .;oncrn.1 horwmaki,1b r,kills, boinc; oonoornod 

about family life as a ~hole. e beauty oporator emphasized 

the r100cl for knou:i.n;; ,,ioal planning; ri,nd food prcparn.t:ion. :/ise 

uce of time, and officiant nnna;ement ware citod as proble~s 

she rocoLnized as common to worki~G uo~en. 

demonstration agent cited tho neod for developing £Cod paront-
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Today education rococnizos that loarnin~ to be oifactiva 

::n.ust be rolntcd. to the learn.or. Ef'i'cctive ho:,10:makin.e oduca

tion will thorofore beooue a vital part of tho lives of tho 

In .c;ood famiJ.y lifo., each porson is a:vm:ro of the 

friendly, warm~ affoctional relationships in his family and 

reels that he is wauted, loved, and av,reoiatod by the family 

How v-rnll we :<noot tho needs oi' onr fut;ur0 fa:':t:i.J.ies is 

oducationul curriculum. 

HGt.1.lizine; that ,;1.any )sirls do work .for awhile e.nd then 

Tr1,arr;r, ::i.'b is evi<lon.t thnt the ho1ri.emaki1.1.s oduc&tion curric-

uluu should bo planned to moot the noads» interests, and 

oxperionces of" tho g:roup concerned. Also roalizL1:_,: that so::-,10 

of tho cirls uill not attend oolloLO to further thoir ~now• 

ledso in homonaki~~, it ap,onrs to bo vary in9ortant t~at 

t1:-i.c;y dovalop a philosop;.1y or lifo 0:::·d.ch omphasizos po:r·sonal 

nnd i'a:::1ily living vrho11 takL.1.:_: ho::,10:1::d~int; in hi::h school. 

ir. t~18il' s·t1:d:emo;:1t8 r(;;quostir: 6 tha.t nu.ny phases of hoNO:'lo.kin~; 

bo inclt.H1od in ·the h.i[;lt school 9ro,;raq,. 

35 
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Tie grnduatos th a t re in thoir own homos and those who 

~xpeot to bo, rca izo their l oss by not havinb had moro train-

ill{ i.11 home ,akin:c:; .. 3tatomonts g iven by them rov0al th, t they 

"Oc a noad for mor e knonlod gc · n tho curo of a h ome thr>.n that 

r la ted to cookinh and sowi n~ . The al so roellia th t tho 

t eacher play a. vory irn'Jortant pnrt in the ' pro r r ~"l • Ono 

grad t- ::;tatod thut she v ou d a.vo loorn ,d tflOl"'O in cooking 

if sho had had a ;ood touchor . he succcns or a teRchcr wi 1 

bo moa.:.urcd by t.ho oxt ·: to vrh:l.ch her t- ,,told.nc; 6 oos beyond 

tho clc...,~roon . 

'"ho loa ders of t.hc conmunit~ ronlize i,h imnortunce of 

havin h o,icr and hca thior ho~oG in tho ru~uro . Opinion s 

given by thAm indioete ~at ·ho houomekint procra n high 

school h s a def'initE of foct on thor:o ho lO fi f•nd the.t bro a 

roGren dof_nitoly woulJ oeom to bo adviq bl • 

JJomcmo. 1dn"· r:kiJls wor roi'erred to by all three c cups . 

Thoy also 1ofcrroa to fanily rol ticur as havin dof .i .. ni t c 

place in tho protram. 1horo seemed to be notniug unus ·al in 

t e nee ~ 1d de~ir s of the hi gh school Lirls . Thoy Vn:> r o 

... imila.r to th os e needed by ~;ir. s in other nr e s . Their ck 

of concJrn for ro~ponsibility in the o~e would econ to 

su c:c d: tlw mu h ,Jf the cf"' rt 'l;o train sl ould be dovot d 

cnro_. 10 o f'nrni hin o.ri • docorntion, lo t;h ln • ho 10 uu ·sin,, , 

anJ o~ er ~hasos of ho o~arin £ vhich wo u ld l.fluonce '1 7.·,0 to 

havo 1ealt ior au 1apuicr hv~o li fo . 
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According to the d:Jtn ._,ivcn, i., woul<l soom that tho ho1 o -

maki n i · pro cra.r.t for hi Lh school students h ou l d b broade nod 

from pro 0 ram of one your of sewi n 0 and one year of cookini:::; 

a. has bcon the ca, tom in Oko a in ··,} ',?&."'t -: o include 111any 

hasos of houe~aki • Tl is would ?rovi do moro complete pro -

; ra • 

A futuro homo;1a.ki ~ cur1~:i.culur:1 which would bo based upon 

tho noeds , interes ts , an d ex rionces o f high school 
I 

irls 

would havo t o be broader in scopo than that rcprasontc d by 

tho activltios or any one st· dunt, in order that tho 1 oeds of 

all students might be mot . A coed c rr iculu1 is not achieved 

:n. o diatoly, but is pla n od over a l on: pe riod . t should bo 

d yna 1ic and functional . 

F ive basic steps aro ecsentio.l in lamii:r.,, a ourriculun : 

th . obtaiui nG of information ro Lard\ ng ~tudont ncefr, interests 

a nd cxocrioncos ; tho setting u or objectives and their 1te r -

)rotation i nto boh~vior outco os ; tho dotcrmininc of the 

learnin nooded to achieve th ob;jectives; tho so lcc tin~ of 

oducational exporioncos for ncqui ·in, the l earni t, needed ; 

n tho docidinr; u . on way or nc n$Uri t"' tho extent to -rrhich 

loa ninb has boon acquired . 

is stidy has hol od tho writer to ac~o lish the first 

of these five s t o s tius p•vin g the vrn.r 1 or conti'n1od ro:.~k in 

curriculu"'l'l. i)la.nn in 0 • Another year v orkin . vith tho people in 

t l: ls comnunity should na.l possible many lnprovoncnt s in the 

ho o mak i r, education prop·a offered . 
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