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RESULTS

Increase in Twitter Activity after Michael Douglas’s Disclosure

Tweets Associated with "HPV (Vaccine or Vaccination)"”
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Figure 1: Mean Tweets per Day per Month in 2013

A Mean tweets per day, per month containing “hpv (vaccine OR vaccination)”. B Mean tweets per day, per month associated with “hpv”. © Mean tweets per day, per month containing “oral cancer”. ® Mean

tweets per day, per month containing “throat cancer”.
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Increase in Search Interest after Michael Douglas’s Disclosure
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Figure 2: Google Search Trends in 2013
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Relative search interest for search terms HPV infection (blue), HPV vaccine (red), oral cancer (green), throat cancer (purple) from January 1, 2013 to December 29, 2013.

During the week of disclosure, Google
Trends data demonstrated an increase
of 62.5% in “hpv infection” inquiries,
47.0% in “hpv vaccine” inquiries, 47.0%
in “oral cancer” inquiries, and 81.5% in
“throat cancer” inquiries above the
expected. Tweets referencing “hpv”
increased 127.2%; tweets referencing
“hpv (vaccine OR vaccination)”
increased 98.8%; tweets referencing
“hpv awareness” increased 778.4%;
tweets referencing “oral cancer”
increased 1038.7%:; and tweets
referencing “throat cancer” increased
811.7% compared to the rest of 2013.

CONCLUSION

Data from Google Trends and
Twitter indicated that Michael
Douglas’s disclosure of HPV-
related HNC resulted in a
substantial increase in public
awareness and prevention methods
for HPV-related HNC. Celebrity
health disclosures may thus prove
to be a cost-effective strategy to
advocate for public health literacy,
and positively influence public
Interest of specific health i1ssues.
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