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INTRODUCTION

The Annual High School Bulletin, published by the State
of Oklahoma Department of Education, states that a minimm
of sixteen units iz required for graduation from an accrede-
ited four-year high school., Four units in English, two
units in mathematics, one-half unit in Oklshoma history,
one-half unit in commnity civics, one unit in science, and
one unit in American history must be included in the sixteen
or more units of regularly organized classroom instruction
counting toward graduation., The bulletin specifies further
that students may elect subjects in the fields of foreign
languages, commerce, industrial and vocational arts, and
fine arts to round out the sixteen units required for gradu-
ation.

Webster defines elective to mean exerting the power of
choice. The matter of students electing to take vocational
sub jects instead of non-vocational sub jects, or vice versa,
has been the sub ject of much discussion by both school
people and laymen. The procedure used by administrators to
guide students in electing to take vocational or non-voca=
tional subjects forms the basis for much of this discussion.
Many school people and laymen alike think that school admine
istrators arbitrarily guide students; the more apt students



being advised to take non-vocational subjects, the dull or

retarded students to take vocational subjects., Vocational

sub jects, some school people and laymen believe, are looked
upon as "dumping grounds" for "problem children™ by school

administrators,

Assuming that the thinking of the school people and
laymen is or is not valid, what about the students who are
supposedly being "juggled"? How well do they fit the
assigned categories of "dull boy" vocational and "bright
boy" non-vocational? Are they interested in the subjects
they are taking now, or are they taking these subjects be-
cause they were "advised" to do so?

The purposes of this study are as follows:

1, To determine the method used by administrators in
gulding students in their ole&ting to take voca-
tional or non-vocational subjects in the three
high schools used in the study.

2. To determine the occupations in which vocational
and non-vocational boys are interested at present
in the separate schools of Okmulgee, Choctaw and
Shawnee.

3. To compare the occupational preferences and mental
abilitles of vocational and non-vocational boys in
the three high schools,



REVIEW OF LITERATURE

A great deal of thought has been given by different
writers in regard to the problem of gulding students in secw
ondary schools, Gh:laho]nl advances the idea that an impore
tant item in plamning a guidance program for a school is an
accurate knowledge of the offerings of the school, curricular
and extra-curricular, in terms of the experiences the work
affords the students.

Guiding students in electing to take the curricular
offerings of the school 1s sometimes limited to a statement
from the teachers of the various subjects as to what the
student might hope to get from each course. Koos and
Kefnnvsra have called attention to a significant point in a
study of the school and its offerings., They point out that
teachers of various subjects cannot always be relied upon
for an accurate statement of the objective of their work.
They further state that there are some teachers who still
believe that certain subjects train the mind, although the
formal discipline theory has been rejected by psychologists

for more than a gquarter of a century.

1L. Ii. mm, JLLL UL
(New York, 1945), p. 366.

2Leonard V. Koos and Grayson N. Kefauver, Guidance in
Secondary Schools (New York, 1937), p. L16.
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Equally as important as guidance of Negro youth into
various occupations 1s the matter of placement. Discussing
the occupational situation for Negro youth in terms of a
guidance program, J’oner?' s of the University of Pennsylvania,
points out that there is a tendency to constrict and contract
occupational opportunities for Negroes, Many of the simple,
unskilled manual jobs have disappeared, he states, because
of the introduction of machinery, and there has been no core
responding enlargement of opportunities in the higher occue
pations, He further states that although Negroes make up
one-tenth of the population they are generally disregarded
in the administrative organization of govermment and of pri-
vate institutions and agenciles.

The practice of arbitrarily placing students in voca=-
tional and non-vocational subjects on the basis of mental
abilities is not sound. Koos, Hughes, Hutson, and Renvi.nl"
point out that the vocational curriculums should not be used
as a "dumping ground" for the least competent pupils. Ine
tellectual incompetents camnot be expected to succeed in
highly skilled and complex occupa tions.

To be thorough in the job of guiding youth into various
occupational areas, the school should be cognizant of the

3prthur J, Jones, Pr mee (New York,

1945), p. 422,
hIl V. M, ;. sihEody 8, ?. wu wtsm, md H. ct
Reavis, Administering Secondary School (New York, 1940),

Pe 5Te



employment potentialities in its service area, 60135 states
that the employment potentialities of one's community re-
sources are and can be unlimited, These potentialities, he
thinks, can be uncovered through directories, newspapers,
and personal contacts, In all instances, the student should
be made aware of these potentialities and, at the same time,
the possibility of their occupational development in the
different areas of employment.

A sound argument for the need of a guldance program in
the secondary school is found in a follow-up study on gul-
dance made by Bennett, Seashore, and Hemné. They found
that students who tend to show superiority in their knowl-
edge of words and the mechaniecs of English while in high
school comprise the bulk of the group now seeking degrees in
college. Further, they found that students in science
courses and engineering schools are, for the most part,
those who show exceptional numerical ability. They also
found that men now in the mechanical trade generally test

better in mechanlcal reasoning than in verbal skills,

EShaltnn W. Cole, "cmity mplment Opportunities
High School Students,™ Industri. and Voc a1
stion, XL (April, 1953)5 ¥

e K. Bennett, Harold G. Seashore and Alexander G.

Wesman, ™. gtitude Testin.g: Does S.t Prove Out in Guidance

%racgicaa? The Vocatio: juldar nal, XXX (May, 1952),
0s e




Cox, Duff and Honra7 discourage the practice of

arbitrarily gulding students into different subjects by
pointing out that guidance of the intellectually superior
students is too often negative in the sense that they are
encouraged to choose abatract and verbalistic subjects and
occupations merely because they have natural endouments that
make possible success in such subjects and occupations, The
students with superior intellect, they state, are "raile
roaded" into academiec curricula and subjects even though
such "election" debars them from opportunities to specialize
in mechanical or vocational activities wherein they might
find opportunities to develop their unique geniuses.

7Ph1111.p w. L. Ge;x. John Carr Duff, and Marie McNamara,
: in - of Guidance (New York, 19h8). Pr. 306=308,




METHOD OF PROCEDURE

The data used in this study were obtalned from personal
interviews with the supervising principals of the three high
schools used in the study, occupational interest surveys,
and test results from the Kuder Preference Record and the
S« Re A, Primary Abilities test.

The principals of the three high schools used in this
study were interviewed personally to secure permission to
make the study in their schools and to ascertain the method
used by each of them in the placement of students in voca-
tional and non-vocational sub jects. Occupational interest
surveys were used to secure information concerning the pres-
ent occupational interests of vocational and non-vocational
boys in the Olmigu, Choctaw, and Shawnee high schools.
Data for comparison of vocational and non-vocational boys as
to their occupational preferences and mental gbilities were
secured from the result of scores obtalned from the Kuder
Preference Record test, published by the Science Research
Association, and the S. R. A. Primary Mental Abilitles test,
published by the same association, These comparisons were
made between eighty-five vocational and eighty non-vocation-
al boys, grades nine and ten, in the three high schools.

The Kuder Preference Hecord was used as 2 means of systemat-
ically determining whether or not the "freedom of choice®

7



exercised by vocational and non-vocational boys in electing
sub jects is consistent with the things they ordinarily pre-
fer to do,

Euder Preference Record test scores were obtained in the
following nine general areas of interest: (1) mechaniecal,
(2) computational, (3) artistic, (lj) persuasive, (5) scien-
tific, (6) literary, (7) musical, (8) social service and
(9) clerical, Scores made by the vocational and the non=
vocational groups in each of these areas of interest were
totaled separately, and the mean (M) score found for each
group in each area of interest. These mean scores were used
to make profiles, giving a graphic picture of the occupatione
al preferences of both groups.

The S, R. A, Primary Mental Abilities test was admine
istered as a means of securing a total score of the different
mental abilities of vocational and non-vocational boys so
that a comparison might be made between the two groups.
Distribution tables, showing the range of total scores and
the percentile rank of each group, were made, The percen=
tile rank corresponding to the total raw score made by the
individuals in each group was found by use of the P, M, A.
Standard Table in which over 18,000 students, all over
America, made up the standardization population.



PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA ON
DUNBAR SCHOOL, OKMULGEE, OKLAHOMA

Zhe Schoel

Dunbar High School, Okmulgee, named for a noted Negro
poet, is located in Olkmulgee County forty-nine miles southe
east of Tulsa., Dunbar has a faculty of sixteen high school
teachers and an enrollment of 275 students., The occupa-
tional opportunities for students finishing the Dumbar High
School are limited, The general stores and industrial
plants do not look favorably upon hiring men of color,
Douglas Alrcraft, Tulsa, furnishes job opportunitlies in aire
craft repair and maintenance. It might be stated here,
however, that in the last twelve years the population of
Oklghoma has become so fluid that occupational opportunities
need not be considered wholly on the basis of where one
happens to be at a given time. People who only "yesterday™
were faced with limited job opportunities are "today", by .
virtue of having moved, facing a new horizon of job oppore
tunities.

‘Table I shows that students are free to choose those
electives they will take in the Dunmbar school., The basis



TABLE I

GUIDANCE PROCEDURE USED BY THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE
DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL, OKMULGEE, OKLAHOMA

1.:1 Gniding Si:u.dents

Vocational Free to elect lanation from Student likes and dise
Agriculture principal and likes for teachers
teachers as to
Typewrditing what t be ex~ Degree of difficulty of
pected from course courses
Health Education offerings
Limited guldance in the
General Shop school

Driver Training




for gulding students in electing to take vocational or non-
vocational subjects probably glves some indication of the
degree to which students are actually free to elect what
they will take, Table I shows further that the basis for
guiding students in their electing to take certain subjects
is weak, Though the explanation from the principal might be
thought to be unbiased as to what might be expected from the
different course offerings, certainly those coming from the
teachers cannot be thought te be so, Beling under constant
pressure, more or less, to keep up class enrollment is not
necessarily conducive to unbiased counseling of students as
to what subjects they should take.

Difficulties encountered by the administration in guid-
ing students indicate that, although students are free to
elect, the basis on which it is done is not always sound.
Student likes and dislikes for teachers, selecting & subject
because 1t 1s less difficult than another, and lack of
proper counseling are all conducive to a state of being free
to elect without a sense of responsibility for outcomes. In
light of this condition, it will be of interest to analyze
Table II which presents a comparison of the occupational
interest of vocational and non-vocational boys in the Dunbar
school,



Occupational Interes t7

Table II shows twenty-one of the twenty-seven vocation-
al boys to be interested in farming and auto mechanics;
eighteen in farming, and three in auto mechanics. Nine of
the twenty-one boys interested in farming and auto mechanics
plan to enter these occupations on finishing high achool,
while twelve plan to pursue the occupations of farming and
auto mechanics on completion of their college careers, Of
the remaining six vocational boys, three plan to enter the
army, one is undecided what he will do on finishing high
school, one is undecided as to what he will do on finishing
college, and one plans to enter medicine on completion of
his professional training., The non-vocational group shows a
wider divergence of occupational interest than is shown by
the vocational group., Of twelve nonevocational boys who
plan to enter occupations on finishing high school, one
plans to enter auto mechaniecs, one upholstering, one conw
struction work, three army, and six common labor,

Table II shows twenty-five non-vocational boys to be
interested in occupations which they plan to enter on com=
pleting their college carecers, Five of the none-vocational
boys plan to go to college and enter some occupation on
completing their work, but are undecided what the occupation

Ty copy of the survey 1s Included in the Appendix,.



TABLE II

OCCUPATIONAL INTEREST OF 27 VOCATIONAL AND 37 NON-VOCATIONAL
BOYS IN THE DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL, OKMULGEE, OKLAHOMA

Occupatlons 1n which Boyz
. ;1y Intereste

Farming 10 1
Auto Mechanies

Medleine

Upholstering

Industrial Arts Teacher
Construction Worker
Interior Decoration
Agricultural Engineering
Army

Lawyer

Common Laborer

B o 9 W 9 9 P9 = O p» O

8
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
3
0
0
1

Vi © . © N # O M1 # O w

Undecided

b o olde & 5 5 o . % % 5N

Mo
Ui

Total

=
w
=
ro




will be., Twenty of the boys show more definite interest as
follows: one, farming; three, auto mechanicsj six, medicine;
one, upholstering; five, industrial arts; one, interior dec-
orating; two, agriculture engineering; and one, law, It is
significant to note that two vocationsl boys and three none
vocational boys who indicate that they plan to go to college
also indicate intentions to enter a vocation that ordinarily
requires only trade school training. This would seem to
indicate lack of guidance techniques on the part of persons
responsible for directing students in the Dunbar school.

Subject Interest

Table III shows the subjects in which twenty-seven
vocational and thirty-seven non-veocatlional boys are interw
ested in at the Dunbar High School, Twenty-two of the voca-
tional boys, 81l.5 percent of the group, showed greater
interest in vocational agriculture than in any of the sub-
jects in which the group is presently interested. It is to
be noted that, although none of the non-vocational boys
showed an interest in the vocational offering of the school,
eight, or 21.6 percent, of the thirty-seven boys showed an
interest in auto mechanics. This fact should be of iInterest
to those responsible for course offerings in the Dunbar High
School, The highest percentage of non-vocational boys, 59.4
percent, showed interest in soclal studies. It is likely



that there 1s some correlation between the decentralization
of interest among a number of subjects on the part of the
non=vocational group and their varied occupational interest;
the centralized interest of the vocational group in one sube
Ject and their narrow range of occupational interest.

TABLE III

SUBJECTS IN WHICH 27 VOCATIONAL AND 37 NONe
VOCATIONAL BOYS PRESENTLY ARE INTERESTED
AT DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL, OKMULGEE, OKLAHOMA

General Shop 0 19 0 51.3
Social Studles 12 22 Il 594
Science 5 8 18.5 21.6
English 13 12 481 ol
Music 2 L olt 10.8
Auto Mechanics™ 0 8 0 21.6

*Not offered in Dunbar High School curriculuwm.



o Kuder Pr ence Record Tnat9

Purpose

Occupations often are chosen by people because of some
chance influence rather than as a result of a careful review
of the occupational field,

The Kuder Preference Record is a means of meking a
systematic approach to this problem. By means of the scores
obtalned, the individual's or group's attention may be
directed toward occupatlional areas which appear to be par-
ticularly promising in the light of this preference. In
many cases, a person's attention may be called to an occupa-
tion for which he is suited, but which he has not previously
considered simply because of unfamiliarity.

The specific uses of the Kuder Preference Record for
vocational guldance are as follows:

1, To point out vocations with which the student may
not be familiar but which invelve activities of the
type for which he has expressed preference, Such
vocations deserve to be considered in the light of
measures of abllity. In no case, however, are the
preference scores intended as a substitute for

measures of ability.

9A copy of the answer pad for the Kuder Preference

Record test is found in the Appendix.



2. 7To check on whether a person's choice of an occupa-
tion is consistent with the type of thing he ordi-
narily prefers to do, If the choice has not been
made on the basis of familiarity wlth the occupa-
tion In question, the choice may be a poor one,
Sometimes adolescents make cholces because they
admire persons in the occupation chosen or because
the occupation is being chosen by friends.

Occupational Preferences

Figure 1 presents a graphic comparison of the occupa=-
tional preferences of twenty~-seven vocational and thirty-
seven non-vocational boys, grades nine and ten, in the Dunbar
High School, Okmulgee, Oklahoma. It should be noted that
scores on and above the 75th percentile indicate a definite
preference for the occupation on which the score 1is made.
Percentile scores ranging between the 65th and 70th percen-
tiles have some significance, but they cannot be regarded
with as much confidence as higher scores. Scores on or
below the 50th percentile indicate that the group has no
well developed interest in that occupational area.lo

As shown in Figure 1, the vocational group ranked at
the 69th percentile, while the none-vocational group had a

10

G. Frederic Kuder, Rev
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percentile score of 67 in preference for occupations require
ing mechanical ability, The difference in percentile rank
is not great enough to indicate any significant difference
between the two groups as to thelr preference for occupaw
tions requiring mechanical ability. The rank of both groups,
however, is high enough to indicate interest in mechanical
occupational areas, Some occupations which fall in the
mechanical area are airplane mechanic, assembler of mechan
ical articles, auto mechanic, and construction worker.
Neither the vocational nor the non-vocational groups showed
percentile scores high enough to indicate a definite interest
in occupations requiring computational ability., The voca=
tional group ranked at the 36th percentile, and the none
vocational group ranked at the 6Lith percentile. Some of the
occupations whieh require computational ability are accounte
ing, auditing, bookkeeping, and surveying.

The non=vocational group showed a higher percentile
rank, 65th, in occupations requiring scientific ebility than
did the vocational group, which renked at the 36th percen
tiles Included in this list of occupations are agronomist,
biologist, chemist, erosion specialist, surgeon, inventor,
and veterinarisn., Occupations requiring persuasive ability
are, to name a few, buyer, lawyer, radio announcer, sales
clerk, politician, grocer, consul, and diplemat. The voca=-
tional group showed greater preference for occupations re-
quiring persuasive ability than did the non-vocational boys.



The vocational boys had a percentile rank of 70, or ranked
at the T0th percentile, while the none-vocational boys ranked
at the 56th percentile, The percentile ranks of 56 and 49
which were made by the vocational and nonevocational groups,
respectively, are too low to indicate any particular
interest in occupations requiring artistic ability, The
vocational group ranked at the lj0th percentile in preference
for occupations requiring literary abllity. The nonw-
vocational group ranked at the l3rd percentlile. Neither
rank is significant enough to indicate any preference for
this occupation., The vocational group and the non-vocational
group ranked at the 6lst and 59th percentiles, respectively,
in preference for those occupations requiring musical abile-
ity. Other than the fact that the vocational group outranked
the non-vocational group by two percentile points, there is
nothing here to indicate a particular preference on the part
of either group for occupations requiring musical sbility.
Both the vocatlonal and non-vocational boys ranked high in
their preference for occupations in the socilal service area.
The vocatlonal group ranked at the T6th percentile and the
non=vocational group at the 83rd percentile., Occupations in
the service area include adult education director, county
home demonstrator, scout leader, welfare worker, farm
adviser, l~H or N,F.A. adviser, and vocational counselor.
The vocatlonal group renked highest in its interest of occuw
patlons requiring clerical ability. The vocational group



ranked at the 68th percentile, and the non-vocational group
ranked at the 53rd percentile., Occupations requiring cler-
ical ability are clerk, examination scorer, proofreader,
typist, teletype operator, and key punch operator,

The difference in occupational preferences expressed by
vocationgl and non-vocational boys can be sald to be a
matter of degree rather than kind, Although the percentile
scores were a bit different, a matter of degree,; both groups
ranked high, sbove the 75th percentile, in preference for
the same occupations, The greatest degree of difference 1s
shown in the expressed preference of the two groups for
occupations requiring scientific knowledge. However, the
highest score, 65, is not high enough to be too significant
in determining the preference of either group for occupation
in the selentific area.

S. R. A, Primary Mental Abilities Testll

Explumtion of Teat —
The S. R. A, Primary Abilitles test was designed to
measure several of the abilitiles (mental) that have been
found through the method of factor analysis., They are the

11.!. copy of the answer pad for the S. R. A, Primary
Abllities test 1s shown in the Appendix.

12pxamination manual for the S. R. A. Primary Mental
Abilities test.



latest development in a serles of researches carried on for
many years at the Psychometric Laboratory of The University
of Chicago, Scores on five separate mental abilitles may be
obtained from the test, The five separate abilities are

(1) verbal meaning, (2) space, (3) reasoning, () number,
and (5) word-fluency., The total score is made up of the
five abllity scores weighed so that each ability contributes
equally to the total,

By use and snalysis of the five separate abilities, as
well as the composite score, the teacher can better under-
stand his students and adapt the curriculum to their specilal
needs and capacities.,

Research done during the last several years has demon-
strated that intelligence can best be described in terms of
several different abilities, These abilities have been
given the name "Primary Mental Abilities.”

Primary Mental Abllities Scores

Teble IV shows the distribution of total scores of
twenty-seven vocatlonal and thirty-seven nonevocational boys
who took the Primary Mental Abilities test in the Dunbar
school, It may be noted that the vocational group had a
median score, the score exceeded by half the group, of 70.50,
while the nonevocational group had a median score of 82,
This represents a difference in medien of 11.50 in favor of
the non-vocational group. The vocational group had a mean



TABLE IV

DISTRIBUTION OF T SCORES® MADE ON S, R. A, PRIMARY
MENTAL ABILITIES TEST BY 27 VOCATIONAL AND
37 NON-VOCATIONAL BOYS, GRADES 9 AND 10,
DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL, OKMULGEE

Scores
141-150
131-140
121~130
111-120
101«110
91100
81=90
71-80
61=T70
51=60
41-50
31=l40

R w £ B W e NN oOnNn O
M N N NS N E O W W B

N 27 N 37
Median 70.50 Median 82,00
Mean T76.03 Mean 86,05

¥P Scores=-Total Score is the sum of VASL2RLPNAWN made
on the Primary Mental Abilitiles Test.



score, average score, of 76,03 while the non-vocational
group scored 86,05, This represents a difference of 10,02
in mean scores favoring the non-vocational group. From the
information presented here, it can be seen that non-voca-
tional boys rated higher in total mental abilities than did
the vocatlonal boys,

Percentlile Scores

Table V presents the distribution of percentile scores
of twenty-seven vocatlonal and thirty-seven non-vocational
boys who took the Primary Mental Abilities test. These per=
centile scores indicate the rank of the boys in this study
as compared with other high school students of like ages
throughout the United States. As shown in Table V, only one
of the vocational boys, 3.7 percent of the group, ranked
above the 2lst percentile while nineteen, or 70.3 percent,
ranked between the first and fifth percentiles. Five none
vocatlional boys ranked above the 21lst percentile while 22,
or 59.) percent, ranked between the 1lst and 2nd percentiles.
The vocational group had a median score of 2.10 while the
non-vocational group had a score of .0, This is a differ-
ence in median of 1,90 in favor of the non-vocational group.
The vocational boys had a mean score of 5.55 while the non-
vocational group scored 7.29. The none-vocational boys had a
mean score of 1.7l above the vocational boys.

From the standpoint of comparison, the non-vocational
boys had a higher percentile rank than did the vocational



TABLE V

DISTRIBUTION OF PERCENTILE SCORES MADE ON THE S. R. A.
PRIMARY MENTAL ABILITIES TEST BY 27 VOCATIONAL AND
37 NON~VOCATIONAL BOYS, GRADES 9 AND 10,

DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL, OKMULGEE, OKLAHOMA

e EO0ECS
31-35
26=30 2
21-25 3
16=20 2
11-15 1
6=10 7
1-5 19 22
N 27 N 37

Hedian 2.10 Median L.00

group on the Primary Mental Abilities test. However, both
groups ranked low when compared with the standardized score’
ocbtained from testing over 18,000 high school students over
America, Lack of acquaintance with the test, coupled with
the possibility that some of the boys may not have been
properly impressed with the need for doing their best, may

have, in some measure, accounted for these low scores,



PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA ON THE
DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL, SHAWNEE, OKLAHOMA

The School

The Dunbar High School, Shawnee, 1s located in Potta=-
watomle county forty-five miles east of Oklahoma City.
Dunbar has a faculty of seven high school teachers and an
enrollment of ninety-four high school students,

Occupational opportunitles for Negroes in Shawnee are
limited, The Sylvania Company, mskers of electric light
bulbs and electric appliances, and the Shawnee Milling
Company do not furnish employment for Negroes. Many Shawnee
citizens commute daily to and from Tinker Air Fleld near
Oklahome City. Employment for Negroes in Shawnee, beyond
the school system, is limited to garages, service stations,
and work in private homes.

Table VI presents the guldance procedure used in the
Dunbar school, Students are free to elect those subjects
they will take over and sbove those prescribed by the State
Department of Education. As showm in Table VI, some testing
is done in the Dunbar school. It seems, however, that the
proper initiative has not been taken to see that the
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TABLE VI

GUIDANCE PROCEDURE USED BY THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE
DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL, EHAHﬂEE, OKLAHOMA

in Bulding Btudmts

Vocational Free to elect Some testing with Student likes and dise
Agriculture limited followsup 1likes for teachers.,

Faculty conference Ideas of some students
with students. toward seme subjects




necessary follow=-up is carried on in the testing program.
Equally as important as properly administering the test is
the analysis of scores to better understand students so that
the curriculum can be adapted to their speclal needs and
capacities, Faculty conferences with students as a means of
gulding them in electing te take different subjects is not
as sound as 1t might be, Koos and KeftuverlB, in a study of
the school and its offerings, state that teachers of various
sub jects cannot always be relied upon for an accurate state=-
ment of the objectives of thelr work, The personal interest
that teachers have in keeping up class enrollment might
render them unfit to give unbiased guldance in the selection
of electives, The matter of teacher popularity might be the
determining factor as to what students will elect to take
rather than the needs of the student. Student likes and
dislikes for teachers, coupled with the distorted ideas some
students have toward some subjects, form an unsound basis

for selecting subjects.

Qccupational Interest

Table VII shows twenty=two of the twenty-eight boys who
take vocational subjects, 78 percent of the group, to be
presently Interested in farming, autoe-mechanics, brick




TABLE VII

OCCUPATIONAL INTEREST OF 28 VOCATIONAL AND 15 NON-VOCATIONAL BOYS
IN THE DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL, Sﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂx,.ﬂKLAﬂﬁﬂl

Fuuing
Auto Mechanlcs

Physical Education Teacher

Brick Mason
Medicine
Social Science Teacher

Carpentry

Voc. Agriculture Teacher
Scilence Instructor
Industrial Arts Teacher
Business

Army

Undecided
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1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0




masonry and carpentry. A break-down shows the following
interests: seventeen, farmings three, auto mechanics; one,
brick masonry; and one, carpentry., It should be pointed out
that auto mechanics and brick masonry are not offered in the
curriculum, Of the remaining six vocational boys, one is
interested in medicine, one is interested in becoming a
physical education teacher, one is interested in social sci-
ence, one is interest in science, one wants to become a vo-
cational agriculture teacher, and one plans to enter the
army., Five of the fifteen non~vocational boys, 33.3 percent
of the group, showed interest in becoming industrial arts
instructors. Two were interested in becoming physical edu-
cation teachers, three were interested in medicine, one
wants to become a science instructor, one plans to enter the
grocery business, and two were undecided as to future occu-
pations, One showed an interest in brick masonry., Eight of
the vocational boys plan to enter occupations on finishing
high school while only one non-vocational boy plans on doing
so, The vocational group shows a more focalized occupational
interest than is shown by the non«vocational group.

Sub t Interest

Table VIII shows a greater percentage of vocational
boys, 96.lL percent of the group, to be interested in voca-
tional agriculture than in any other subject in which the
group is presently interested. It is quite interesting to



TABLE VIII

SUBJECTS IN WHICH 28 VOCATIONAL AND 15 NONe
VOCATIONAL BOYS PRESENTLY ARE INTERESTED IN
THE DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL, SHAWNEE, OKLAHOMA

ects ercent of 8
which Boys Boys Interested in Interested in
Presently are Different Sub jects Cerent Sub jects

Vocational

Agriculture 27 0 96, 0
Mathematics 13 8 L6k 53.5
General Shop 0 9 0 60,0
Social Studies 13 6 L6l L0,0
Science 3 0 10.7 0
English 13 L L6l 26.6
Music b L 1.2 26,2
Health Education 8 5 28,5 33.3
Typing 0 1 0 6.6
Carpentry 1 0 3.5 0

note that a higher percentage of vocational boys show an
interest in social studies and English than 1s shown by the
non-vocational group., As shown in Table VIII, a greater
percentage of non-vocatlional boys show an interest in gen-
eral shop than in any other subject in which the group is
presently interested. Surprising to note is the fact that
only 3.5 percent of the vocational boys and none of the none
vocational group seem to have been interested in carpentry.
However, this is in keeping with the fact, as presented in



Table VII, that only one vocational boy, 3.5 percent of the
group, is planning to enter carpentry as an occupation,

%GEEEEM E_I:EE erences

Figure 2 presents a comparison of occupational pref-
erences of twenty-eight vocational and fifteen nonevocational
boys, grades nine and ten, in the Dunbar High School,
Shawnee, Oklahoma,

It should be noted that scores on or above the 75th
percentile indicate definite preference for the occupation on
which the score is made, Percentlle scores raning between
the 65th and 70th percentiles have some significance but cane
not be regarded with as much confidence as higher scores.
Scores on or below the 50th percentile indicate that the
group has no well developed interest in that occupational
area.

As shown in Figure 2, both vocational and non<vocational
boys ranked below the 50th percentile in the mechanical and
scientific areas., There was a marked difference between the
vocational and non-vocational groups in preference for occu=
pations requiring computational ability. The vocational
group ranked at the 58th percentile; the non-vocational
group ranked at the jOth percentile. A difference of 11
percentile points is to be noted between vocatlonal and non-
vocational boys in their preference for occupations require
ing persuasive ability. The vocational group ranked at the
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OCCUPATIONAL PREFERENCES FOR 23 VOCATIONAL AND 15 NON-

VOCATIONAL BOYS TAKING THE KUDER PREFERENCE RECORD
IN THE DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL, SHAWNEE, OKLAHOMA
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62nd percentile, and the nonevocational group ranked at the
S5lst percentile, The non-vocational group ranked at the
63rd percentile in choice of occupations requiring artistic
abllity; the vocatlional group ranked at the 65th percentile.
The vocational boys and the none-vocational boys ranked at
the 55th and 32nd percentiles, respectively, in preferences
for occupations requiring literary abllity., Both the voca-
tional and non-~vocational groups ranked rather high in
musical inclination, as the vocational group ranked at the
67th percentile and the non-vocational group ranked at the
63rd percentile., The higheat percentile score made by the
vocational group was in its choice of occupations in the
social service area. The group ranked at the 83rd percen=-
tile, The non-vocational group ranked above the 65th per-
centile with a score of 72, Both groups show definite
preference for occupations such as adult education director,
case worker, county demonstrator, social werker, l-H Club
supervisor, and farm bureau agent, to name a few. In pref-
erence for occupations requiring clerical ability, the
vocational group ranked at the 65th percentile; the nonw-
vocational group at the 53rd percentile.
Analysis of Scores Made on the S. R. A,
Primary Mental Abilities Test

Table IX presents the distribution of total scores of
twenty~eight vocational and fifteen non-vocational boys who
took the S. R. A. Primary Mental Abilitles test in the



TABLE IX

DISTRIBUTION OF T SCORES* MADE ON THE S. R, A, PRIMARY
MENTAL ABILITIES TEST BY 28 VOCATIONAL AND
15 NON-VOCATIONAL BOYS, GRADES 9 AND 10,
DUNBAR HIGH SG'EDOL, SHAWNEE, OKLAHOMA

1)1~150 0 0
131-140 2 0
121~130 0 0
111-120 2 2
101-110 2 2
91100 1 3
81-90 3 X
7180 N 0
61=70 8 2
5160 1 1
4150 2 1
31010 2 L
2130 0 1
11=20 1 0
N 28 ¥ 15

Median 70,00 Median 62,50
Mean Th.96 Mean 68,140

*7 Scores--Total Score is the sum of VESZ2RA2NAW made
on the Primary Mental Abilitles Test.



Dunbar High School, Shawneey Oklahoma., It may be noted that
the vocatlional group had a median score, the score exceeded
by half the group, of 70 while the non-vocational group had
a median score of 62,50, This represents a difference in
median of 7,50 in favor of the vocational group., The voca=
tional group showed a mean score of 7l,96 while the none
vocational group scored 68,40, The difference in mean score
is 6,56 in favor of the vocational boys. The information
presented in Table IX shows that the score exceeded by half
the group was higher for the wvocational group than for the
non-vocational group. The vocational boys also showed a
higher average score on the mental abilitles test than did
the non=vocational group.

Percentile Scores

Table X presents the distribution of percentile scores
of twenty-elght vocational and fifteen non~vocatlonal boys
who took the 8. R. A. Primary Mental Abilities test, These
percentile scores indicate the rank of the boys in this
study as compared with other high school students of like
ages throughout the United States., As shown in Table X,
only two boys in each of the groups had scores above the
21lst percentile. At the other end of the scale, 75 percent
of the vocational boys made scores ranging between the first
and fifth percentiles, The non~vocatlional group showed ten,
66.6 percent of the boys, with scores between the first and
fifth percentiles,



TABLE X

DISTRIBUTION OF PERCENTILE SCORES MADE ON THE S. R. A.
PRIMARY MENTAL ABILITIES TEST BY 28 VOCATIONAL AND
15 NON-VOCATIONAL BOYS, GRADES 9 AND 10,

DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL, SHAWNEE, OKLAHOMA

N 28 N 15
Median 1,0 Median 1,50
Mean B2 Mean 6.0

Boys in the Dunbar school are not too well acquainted
with the kind of test administered in this studyj consequente
ly, in some measure, the low scores may be attributed to
their unfamiliarity with such tests., The fact that the test
was administered by a stranger to the students in the school
mgy have contributed to the low scores made by the vocational

and non-vocational boys.



PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA ON THE
DUNGEE HIGH SCHOOL, CHOCTAW, OKLAHOMA

Ihe School

Dungee High School, Choctaw, is located in Oklahoma
county fourteen miles northeast of Oklahoma City. Dungee
has a faculty of thirteen high school teachers and a high
school enrollment of 205 students., The people in the
community live on small acreages, suitable for truck farme
ing, and work on govermment jobs at Tinker Field and in
Oklahoma City. Being located adjacent to Tinker Field, a
government installation, places Dungee High School in an
enviable poslition, The school receives government aid on
the basis of §i5.00 per student per year for those students
whose parents are employed in government service. The town
of Choctaw, shich is rural in nature, furnishes little or no
occupational opportunities. The outlying area is devoted
principally to farming, and it is from this source that
those persons not employed in Oklghoma City receive their
livelihood.

Table XI shows agriculture to be the only vocatlonal
subject offered boys in the Dungee High School, Considering
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TABLE XI

GUIDANCE PROCEDURE USED BY THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE
DUNGEE HIGH SCHOOL, CHOCTAW, OKLAHOMA

1n Guiding Btudentl

Vocational Free to elect No organized pro=- Negative faculty influe
Agriculture cedure used ence
General Shop Individual teachers Student likes and dis-
offer some direce likes for teachers
Driver Training tion

Commerce




the proximity of the school in relation to the existing and
potential labor market, this would seem to indicate that the
administration of Dungee High School has not been as alert
as it might have been, Especially 1s this true when one
considers the added gratulty which comes to the school
through goverrment channels., It would seem that some of
this money could be used to enlarge the vecational offering
of the school, Indeed, the material used to cover the
diplomas given boys finishing Dungee eould, in a figurative
sense, be used, also, to cover their vocatlonal nakedness.

Students at Dungee are free to elect subjects they will
take over and above those prescribed by the State Department
of Education, Table XI shows that no organized procedure is
used in gulding students in electing to take vocational or
non=-vocational subjects. It 1s left to individual teachers
to glve direction, This would seem to indicate a state of
confusion, This confusion 1s indicated even before Table XI
is checked further to show one of the difficulties encoun-
tered in placement of students to be faculty influence of a
negative nature., An analogy 1s in order, When one plants
corn, what does one expect, peanuts? When one sows the seed
of confusion, what does one expect, clucldation?



Table XII presents the occupations in which vocational
and non-vocational boys, grades 9 and 10, are interested at
present in the Dungee High School, O0f thirty vocational
boys, only six showed an interest in farming, two in auto
mechanics, and two in electricity. Neither auto mechanics
nor electricity is taught at Dungee, The remaining twenty
vocational boys showed a scattered interest in occupations
ranging from business administration through music, medie
cine, science, and mathematics teacher, More vocational
boys showed an interest in becoming physical education,
social science, and music teachers than did non-vocational
boys., On the other hand, more non-vocational boys (four)
showed interest in suto mechanics than did vocational boys
(two). Thirty vocational boys showed an interest in ten
different occupations while twenty-eight non-vocational boys
showed an interest in thirteen occupations, Lack of guis
dance 1s clearly indicated here., The wide dlvergence of
occupational interests expressed by both vocational and non-
vocational groups would seem to Indicate lack of direction
on the part of both groups as to where they hope to go,

Table XIII shows the same pattern of thinking on the
part of vocatlonal and non-vocational boys in regard to



TABLE XII

OCCUPATIONAL INTEREST OF 30 VOCATIONAL AND 28 NON-VOCATIONAL BOYS
IN THE DUNGEE HIGH SCHOOL, CHOCTAW, OKLAHOMA

Farming L
Buginess Administration
Physical Education Teacher
Social Sclence Teacher
Auto Mechanics

Science Teacher

Medicine

Music

Mathematlcs Teacher
Electrician

Clvil Service

Carpentry
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Interior Decorator
Industrial Arts Teacher
Law

Artist

Army

Undecided

Total
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3
0
0
0
0
2
0
7
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TABLE XIII

SUBJECTS IN WHICH 30 VOCATIONAL AND 28 NONe
VOCATIONAL BOYS PRESENTLY ARE INTERESTED IN
THE DUNGEE HIGH SCHOOL, CHOCTAW, OKLAHOMA

General Shop 2 7 6.6 25.0
Social Studies 11 21 3646 75.0
Science 7 | 2343 25.0
English 19 13 63.3 TN
Music 12 6 10,0 21.l
Health Education 0 8 0 28.5
Auto Mechanics 0 2 0 Te

Typing 0 2 0 T+l

their subject interest, as shown in Table XII, regarding
their occupational interests. A total of 66,6 percent of
the vocational boys showed an interest in vocational agri-
culture while 63,3 percent of the same group showed an
interest in English, This means that only 3.3 percent more
of the vocational group showed an interest in vocational
agriculture than they did in English. Only 1.7 percent more
non=vocational boys showed an interest in science than did



the vocational boys. Table XIII shows further that while
l16.)y percent of the non-vocational group was interested in
English, 63.3 percent of the vocational group showed an
interest in the same subject. This mesns that 16,9 percent
more vocational boys were interested in English than the none
vocational boys. Forty percent of the vocational group
showed an interest in music while only 2l1.l percent of the
non-vocational group showed an interest in the same sub ject.
It 1s interesting to note that the difference in percent of
vocational and non-vocational boys interested in vocational
agriculture, }j5.2 percent, is only 26,6 percent greater than
the difference shown between the two groups in music, Table
XI shows that no organized procedure is used in guiding stu-
dents in the Dungee High School. The data presented in
Table XIII substantiates this statement. It would seem
that, in the absence of a guldance program, the subject
interest of both the vocational and non-vocatlonal group is
as ajerhpping as 1s the occupational interest of the two
groups. A person with preconceived ideas as to the differ-
ences between vocational and non-vocational boys on the basis
of subject interest would doubtlessly be a bit perplexed on
exanining Table XIII,

The mcﬁp&timal preferences of ﬁairl;'y vocational and
twantyweight non=vocational boys, grades 9 and 10, in the



Dunbar High School are shown in Figure 3., Scores above the
75th percentile should be regarded ?ith a high degree of
confidence as reflecting a definite trend in occupational
interest., Scores about the 65th percentile should be in-
spected; scores in this range have some significance, but
they camnot be regarded with as much confidence as higher
scores, Scores falling on or below the 50th percentile
indicate lack of well developed interest.

Figure 3 shows that both vocational and non-vocational
boys ranked below the 50th percentile in mechanical, compu=
tational, scientific, and persuasive interests, This indi-
cates that neilther of the groups have strong enough
preferences in any of the areas mentioned above to be cone
sidered significant in any way. However, since this study
is primarily concerned with comparisons between vocational
and non-vocational boys, it might be well to point out
briefly that in mechanical preference the vocational group
had a percentile score of l;3, and the nen-vocational group
had a percentile score of 26, In occupations requiring
computational ability, both groups ranked at the l8th per-
centile,

The vocational group showed a higher percentile score,
140, in occupations requiring scientific ability than did the
non=-vocational group with a percentile score of 22, The
non=-vocational group showed greater preference for occupaw-
tions requiring persuasive ability than did the vocational



OCCUPATIONAL PREFERENCES FOR 30 VOCATIONAL AND 28 NON-
VOCATIONAL BOYS TAKING THE KUDER PREFERENCE RECORD
IN THE DUNGEE HIGH SCHOOL, CHOCTAW, OKLAHOMA

: = : ?
El S e[S F[ (e
g‘ .l =iy 5 (3. c..i_ 5 n o i
; ;’4 ’I F w ? F" [ -l ~ >
<l R g N O B TR e B
- el Bl Rl ~}* <o
0 MMMMMMA&HAW

[T _{_u_u-,_\,l Lu__l__( L.

Yo i
SO| 60 qu)75 |90
uoIHS 49 117 |71

y #4 (o | g7 | 22 |77
4 “-; 7| % ;ﬁ
YL HZ| T | Te

* pat et |5
goldet ||

bo (7 12| % 0
31| |4 | g
31 a7 q0 | 92

“ 4b5 4-3 v'fqh._'-‘u H-

q?b—“—--“: ﬁ :-; .‘“-.

#o L "ﬁ‘

j 4B
i AR s
,. ‘-;! ".;F J ;
Ilf '

‘. % s v
.'.i L% rr_‘l 4 3 I.

:._.?Ir‘ i’_.t 3 _ ._t |
ie R g ok
_.‘;-l__'_‘;. ,.l“




group, The non-vocational group had a percentile score of
16, and the vocational group had a percentile score of ll.

It is significant to note that the vocational group
ranked well above the 50th pereentile with 2 score of 63 in
artistic preference. The non-vocational group had & percen-
tile score of 5l, This indicates a greater preference for
occupations such as advertising designer, artist, poster
artist, florist, photographer, and interior decorator on the
part of the vocational group.

The non-vocational group had a higher percentile score
in preference for occupations requiring literary ability.
The non-vocational group had a score of 58, slightly above
the 50th percentile, and the vocational group had a score of
L2,

Both vocational and non-vocational boys ranked well
above the 50th percentile in preference for occupations re-
quiring musical ability, as the vocatlonal group had a per=
centile score of 63, and the non-vocational group had a
score of 65. Occupations requiring musical ability include
music arranger, music composer, pianist, opera singer, and
radio singer,

It 1s in the fleld of soclal service that both the vo-
cational and non-vocatlomal boys showed the highest percen-
tile scores. A percentile score of 75 is considered to
indicate a definite interest in or preference for an occupa=
tion. The vocational group ranked at the 8lst percentile;



the non-vocational group ranked at the 75th percentile. The
occupations found in the social service area, to name a few,
are physical education instructor, community center worker,
social worker, scout leader, farm bureau agent, and l~H Club
director.

The vocational boys showed a greater preference for
clerical work than did the non-vocational boys., The voca-
tional group ranked at the 60th percentile, and the none-
vocational group ranked at the 53rd percentile. Such
occupations as clerk, duplicating machine operator, express
agent, and file clerk are some jobs requiring clerical abil-
ity.

The difference in occupational preference scores made
on the Kuder Preference test by the vocational and the non-
vocational groups is a matter of degree rather than kind.
Both groups ranked high, sbove the 75th percentile, in pref-
erence for the same occupational area--gsocial service. Both
groups had scores between the 50th and 65th percentile in
the same occupational areas--artistic, literary, musical,
and clerical., Vocational and non-vocational boys ranked
below the 50th percentile in the same occupational areas--
mechanical, computational, scientific, and persuasive.

Analysis of Scores Made on the Primary
Mental Abilities Test

Table XIV presents the distribution of total scores of
thirty vocational and twenty-eight non-vocational boys who



TABLE XIV

DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL SCORES ON THE S, R, A. PRIMARY
MENTAL ABILITIES TEST BY 30 VOCATIONAL AND 28 NONw
VOCATIONAL BOYS, GRADES 9 AND 10, DUNGEE
HIGH SCHOOL, CHOCTAW, OKLAHOMA

161-170

101~110
91=100

31
=

3110
2130

&

o
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N 30 N 28
Median 136 Median 98.0
Mean 138,2 Mean 95.0




took the Primary Menbal Abilities test. It may be noted
that the vocational group had & median score, the score oX=
cesded by half the group, of 136 while the nonwvocational
group had & median score of 98, This r@praé&ntﬁ~ardifferw
ence in median of 38 in favor of the vocational group. The
voeational group showed & mean score of 138.2 while the none
vocational group showed & scors of 95, The difference in
mean scores is L3.2 in favor of the vocational boys. The
information presenbed in Table XIV shows that the sScove ex-
ceeded by half the group was higher for the vocational group
than that for the nonw-vocsbional group. The vocational
group also showed a higher aversge score on the Primary

Mental Abilities btest than did the nonwvoembilonal boys,

Percentlle Scores

- Table XV presents a comparison of the dlstribution of
percentile scores made by thirty vocationgl snd bwenty-eight
non~vocational boys vho took the Primery Hental Abllities
test, As showm by Table XV, the vocabtional group had &
median score of 27 while the non~vocationel group had a
medisn score of Lg..2§.« This represents a difference of 22,75
in medign in favor of the vocatlonsl boys. The vocabional
group had & mean score of 34.80 while tho nen-vocational
group had a score of 10.71. The difforsnce in mean scoves

is 2109 in favor of the vocatlonal boys.



TABLE XV

DISTRIBUTION OF PERCENTILE SCORES MADE ON THE S. R. A.
PRIMARY MENTAL ABILITIES TEST BY 30 VOCATIONAL AND
28 NON-VOCATIONAL BOYS, GRADES 9 AND 10,
DUNGEE HIGH SCHOOL, CHOCTAW, OKLAHOMA

Scores ocatio ON=voeC &)

91-100 L 0
81-90 1 0
71-80 0 0
61-70 2 2
51-60 1 0
}}1=50 1 0
31-440 N 1
21-30 5 1
11-20 N 1
1-10 8 23
N 30 N 28

Median 27.0 Median ,-“o 25
Mean 34.80 Mean 10.71

Vocational boys in the Dungee High School, Choctaw,
ranked much higher, in comparison with the 18,000 high
school students from all over the United States who made up
the standardization population on the Primary Mental Abili-
tlies test, than did the non-vocational group.



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Data presented in this study, as to the guidance procee
dure used by admninistrative heads iIn the separate schools of
Okmulgee, Shawnee, and Choctaw, show that students are not
arbitrarily placed in vocational and non-vocational subjects,
The problem in the three schools studied seems not to be ime
proper guidance, but lack of it, The extent of guidance
done in the schools seems to be limited, more or less, to
statements from the faculty members as to what might be ex=-
pected from the course offerings. The interest which
teachers have in keeping up enrollment is not necessarily
conducive to glving students clear and unblased guidance in
electing to take different subjects. The basis for gulding
students iIn electing to take different subjects, in the
three schools used in this study, is weak, and suggests the
problems encountered in directing students in electing to
take the different course offerings. Student likes and dis-
likes for teachers, negative teacher influence, and selecw
tion of courses on the basls of difficulty alone are fruits
of an unorganized guidance program.

Vocational and non=vocational boys in the three schools
used in this study were asked to fill out occupational
interest surveys. Analysis of data showed vocational boys
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to have more limited occupational interests than the none
vocational group., Of eightyefive wvocatlional boys, fiftye
three, or 62 percent, showed interest in strictly vocational
occupations: forty-one in farming, eight in aute mechanics,
one in brick masonry, two in electrical work, and one in
carpentry, The largest number of non-vocational boys show-
ing interest in one occupation was sixteen, Sixteen non-
vocational boys showed interest in medicine, In the absence
of an organized guidance program, the writer doubts that
these boys are aware of the expense and time the field of
medicine entaills, From the information gathered and ana-
lyzed, it would seem that veocatlonal boys are given more
direction than is given the non-vocatlonal boys,

From the standpoint of interest in curricula offerings,
vocational and non-vocational boys differed widely in only
two subjects, Sixty-nine vocational boys showed interest in
vocational agriculture while only two of the group showed
interest in general shop, Twenty-filve non-vocational boys
showed interest in general shop while six showed interest in
vocational agriculture. The mumber of vocational boys
Interested in English, music, and science was somewhat higher
than the number of non-vocatlonal boys showlng interest in
the same sub jects. Seventy-eight vocational boys showed
interest in the subjects just mentioned; fiftyeeight none
vocational boys showed like interest. Overlapping interest
on the part of vocational and non-vocational boys in all



sub jects excepting vocational agriculture and general shop
prompts the wrlter to wonder to what degree the vocational
agriculture and shop teachers influenced the boys who
elected to take the courses,

The Kuder Preference Record examination was administered
in the three schools used in thils study as a means of come
paring the occupational preferences of vocational and non-
vocational boys in the schools, Analysls of scorea made on
the examination reveal that vocational and non-vocational
boys showed greater preference for occupations in the soclal
service area than in any other area of occupational interest.
Some of the occupations in the soclal service area are as
follows: directing adult education work, supervising l-H
Club and N, F, A, work, vocational counseling, and directing
playground activities. Both vocational and non-vocational
boys showed low percentile scores in preference for occupa=
tions requiring mechanical abllity. It would be interesting
to know what change would oceur in the percentile ranking of
both groups in thelr stated preference for the various occu=-
pationgl areas if they were counseled on the possibilitiles
of the various areas. Lack of guldance and counseling in
the schools used in this study is, in the opinion of the
writer, responsible for the lack of interest shown in many
of the occupational areas, as reflected by the scores fall-
ing on or below the 50th percentile.



The S. R. A, Primary Mental Abilities test was glven in
the three high schools used in this study to compare mental
abilities of vocatlional and non=vocational boys in the
schools, An analysis of scores made on the test shows that
vocational boys rank higher on the basis of total mental
abilities than did the nonevocational group., However, when
the scores made by both groups are compared with scores of
the 18,000 high school students over the United States who
made up the standardization population, they are found to be
low.

The Information covered in this study was obtalned, for
the most part, from surveys and tests administered to the
students. This would suggest, the writer fecls, that these
toels could be useful in an organized guidance program in
the three schools used in this study., To successfully guide
students necessitates knowing them., To know students in an
unbilased and unpre judiced menner necessitates more than the
teachert's personal opinion of the students., This, the
writer thinks, suggests a sound guldance progran,

It is the opinion of the writer, also, that & battery
of tests used to "locate” students in terms of thelr aptie
tudes, occupational preferences, and social adjustments
would serve as a basis for a good guldance program in the
separate schools of Okmulgee, Shawnee, and Choctaw. The
writer feels that a conmittee, rather than one person, should
be given the responsibility of administering and analyzing



test data. In so doing, the writer thinks, the schools will
avoid the guidance program becoming a "one man show," with
1ittle interest and cooperation being given by others. The
committee responsible for testing and analyzing test data
should followsup this data with distribution of the informa-
tion on each student to the home room teacher of the students
involved. Each home room teacher should use this information
in counseling and guiding the students under his or her
immediate supervision,

The vocational agriculture teacher, because of the
nature of his work which takes him outside the school, could
augment the guldance program by rendering direct service in
the compilation of data as to the occupational epportunities
found in the school service area.
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| OCCUPATIONAL INTEREST SURVEY

‘1. Name of School ________________________________Date _________________
2. Pupil’s Name _
3. What is your father’s Occupation?___ - - - .

4. In what subjects are you particularly interested? _________________________

e e mm m mm e e e e R e = e e e e i e e R ey S M e A = M em e e e e e e e e - A — — —— —— —————

6. Are you now enrolled in these subjects? ___ o ___

7. Is there any occupation that you plan to enter when you finish school?
Yes [ No [

8 If yes, what is this occupation?

9. Why do you plan to enter this occ_:upation (check the appropriate reason)
Desire of parents_______ Wish to carry on family business ______ -- Monitary
reasons alone ____________________

List other reasons not mentioned:
1.

2.

;LO. " Do you plan to go to eollege?______ .
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