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Abstract

Rapid repeat pregnancies (RRP) are associated with
higher risk of adverse outcomes for maternal and child
health. Previous research has identified numerous risk
factors for RRP, but none have studied the link
between maternal adverse childhood experiences
(ACEs) and RRP. Our study examines this association,
as well as the potential factors that moderate the
Impact of ACEs in RRP. In a clinic-based sample of
111 women with high levels of childhood adversity on
average, those who experienced childhood neglect had
more RRP than those who did not. However, this was
not true for women who experienced neglect and acted
as caregivers during childhood. Further research Is
needed to explore this interaction and its implications
for (1) treatment of childhood neglect and (2)
prevention of RRP.

Introduction

Approximately 35% of pregnancies in the US are
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Sample

Methods

» Data for the current study come from a longitudinal clinic-based cohort study conducted in 2016-2017 of 177 pregnant women
(aged 15-40) recruited from two perinatal clinics in Tulsa. The participating clinics serve a racially diverse, socioeconomically
disadvantaged and medically-underserved patient population. The sample for the current study was restricted to the 111
participants who had been pregnant more than once.

Measures

» Childhood neglect was measured with two questions indicating an absence of love and caretaking: “When you were growing up,
during your first 18 years of life, did you often feel that: (1) No one in your family loved you or thought you were special?; and
(2) You didn’t have enough to eat, had to wear dirty clothes, and had no one to protect you?”” Responding “yes” to either question

was coded as neglect = 1.

» Number of rapid repeat pregnancies Is a count variable summing the number of times the respondent was pregnant within 18

months of a prior pregnancy.

» Caregiver during childhood was coded as a dichotomous variable (yes = 1) if the respondent indicated caregiving responsibilities.

Analytic Strategy

» We used Poisson regression analysis to examine the association between childhood neglect, caregiving responsibilities, and
number of rapid repeat pregnancies. Poisson Is an appropriate regression method when the dependent variable based on count
data that may have a large number of zeros and a low arithmetic mean (<10) (Coxe et al., 2009).
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Conclusions

Findings highlight that women who experienced
neglect were at risk for more rapid repeat
pregnancies, except among women who were
responsible for caregiving during childhood.
Providing caregiving during childhood appears to
serve as a protective factor for women who
experienced childhood neglect.

Implications:

1 Future research Is needed to determine the
reason for the interaction; perhaps the experience
of caring for children informs caregivers about
the work that parenting entails, encouraging
them to be more planful in their childbearing
behaviors. It is also possible that a lack of
feeling loved during childhood may create a
longing to feel loved, which can be filled by
having more children (and more quickly).
Caregiving during childhood may therefore
provide an opportunity for a child who 1s
experiencing neglect to feel loved and needed.
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neglect and caregiving during childhood.
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