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CHAPTER I 

ffl YEARS BEFORE 

Wh the Civil ar began in April 1861 tber were thousands of 

foreigners in the United Stats o were wil.llng to serve in the 

armies of their opt d country. The quest.ion upparmos in their minds 

as "How shall we serve?• Many well eaning and loyal citizens siMerely 

believed to field a wel.1-diseiplined c bat force would be no probl 

at all. It was to the contrary a tr endow, task becau e the citizenr,y 

vas without the ass! ta.nee of enough regular army men and enough 

trained and educated officers from which U> draw the neoes88.1'1 leader 

1 ,...,, to train the recruit • Perhaps the refu al of re6 ...... ar army officer 

and en to break up their regular uni ts am form oadres of volunteer 

and mill t1a outfits was a contributing probl • 

In the orth the job of training en was far gre ter than in the 

South, becaus in the North there existed a larger proportion of 

untrai soldier in relation to trained soldiers. Many Americans in 

the orth looked upon en who had had previous ilitary training-and 

particularly those wo had seen c bat service-with misgivings. 

The Union could secure the services of only few soldiers who had 

seen com t in the Mexican War. Therefore, at the start of the Civil 

War, the people in the North were prone to think of th immigrant 

1rna Lonn, Foreigners!!!~ Union ez !!!!, !!!!Z (Baton Rouges 
Louisiana. State Univ sity Press, 1951), 175. 
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of Beuohsal, c plated the course, and th enrolled in th Military 

ad t Karlsruh • He graduated th re in 1843 and as c ssioned 

lieutenant; then he entered the arny or the Grand Duke of Baden. H 

advanced so rapidly that by 1847 b had achieved the rank of d.1utant, 

and s considered one of tho ost proficient artillerists in Germany. 

Hi vi ws of fre government conflict Yi.th the existing authority. 

An additional co pllcating factor occurred in 1847 when he had a duel 

with another German soldier, wound his opponent, and quit the army. 

In the r bell1on t B en in 1848 h w s a companion of Fr erick 

Hecker, one of the liberals. He as ed co and of one of th liberal 

armi sand led a group of 4,000 revolutionis s against thee-xi ting 

regime, but lost and had to escape to S-dtz 1 d.4 The following year 

the liberal forces vere successful in r esta.blishin a governm t, and 

Sigel went back to Germany to beco e n1 ter of war for the rebellious 

regime. He again led an a.my onto the field, this time in a successful 

battle against the Prussians. Ile a.de e for himself' in a number of 

encounters. 

In one b ttle, commarn:Ung only- thirty thou and troops, he opposed 

force nearly eighty thousand in number and made a successful r tre 

without. losing any men or artillery. He was again aompell to flee to 

Switzerland, stayino there until the gov ent ot S\d tzerla.nd expelled 

him. In 1851 he went to England, r ained tber a short while, and 

then c e to erica. It was the skill manifested in th se short 

eng ements that gave him ble prestige with the Germ s in this 

country. 

Charles Scribner's 



Ue arrived in ~eu York i11 18 52. There ho became for a nur.ibor of 

years an instrt1otol~ oi' nather;.utics in the private school of Dr. J:b1dolph 

Dul on. ~tile teaching in that oi ty he was affiliated with the J?ifth 

t:ew York Hili t:ta, in which he h0lt: the l':.J.,k cf :major. In 185/1• he married 

Eloise Dulon, the daughter of '.his first omploye:r. In 185'7 he accepted 

math~~tics a:t1d hist.or-..r,. az:rl in the fall of that year became director of 

the public schools in that city. 5 It was the call of this job that 

placed him in the. strategic state of Nissourl. when President Abraham 

Lincoln issued the call to arms in April 1861. 

contained tllanty-sevan regiments of inf'antry &1d six batt~es of 

artillery. The corps uas sometimes r0fe:r-£e:l to as 1tt.he foreign contingent tt 

in the corps, a.bout eleven of which were predo:uinantly Ge.man, and they 

included about 4,SCO soldiero, the ot,hm.-- four re3iments contained otbcr 

toreiga. nationaH ties, numbering 2, :l)O soldiers al:togother.. :i.'h'3re we1•e 

. many other ei vllians who had been born in GerEUlD.Y or who -were of Gar:nan 

descent in the North uhen the war began. Flgil!'es indicate th~t approxi-

mately 190,000 ooldioro who were born in Ge.t".!~ signed u;i during the 

of its outstanding men were Sigel, Carl Sch'm·i, Prince :i'ellx zu Salm Sahl, 

Adolf iJ. A. F. Baron Von Steinwohr, I-'rederlck Hecker and r-t11il Irey.. 
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in the Fooeral arraies, · for a nunber of them admired him to the point, of 

mw.'lJ of them to volunteer for service. It was therefore a decided asset 

far the Union to haire Sigel on its side.,6 

A love for free government had long been a rul:i.ng -motive iu Sigel• s 

aotivatei in p1lrt 1:r.r bis dislike of slavery. In addition, Sigel I s life 

in the Uni too fJtatos was spent i:n a:r·eas essen-tia.11..y northern in sentiment 

s-lonal. soldier i.11 Germany a.rd a najor in the Fifth Raglment of the iiew 

York M.ili tia .. 

i:n that ei ty h.~,.,a assumed se.mi.-mili, t&""J status in defense against anti-

foreign riots. i,t tJJe outbreak or the wm· public places in St. Louis 

tho Union a.rmy. Sigel himself had f'inaneial interost in a beer hall 

Yhich uas loaned without a rental i'ea for :roer-uiting purposes. 

,u:though raa:>1y volumes ha .. ,e been wrl tten a.bout such loading generals. 

and Rebert §jward Lee, little attention l1as been given to Sigel. Ha has 

first attempt, to evaluate the Civil, Uar ;activities of th.is important 

German.-imlerican rJili tary leader. 

~Ia.rtwell Osl1orn, ed .. , "On the .Rtght e,t 
Essa;[?.~ Recollect.ions (l~ vols., Chieagot 
1907) 1r !'if, 174~ 

Chaue":llorsville, tr ?·Lil; t1:Y:7 
Cozzen~ and Beaton Compa.r-i.y, 



Sigel immediately responded to the service of his new hancla.nd"' 

At th& outbreak of the crisis bis initial acts included r~ the 

Germans to the cause ot the Union and organizing the first reglaent of 

volunteers in Misau..irl-tbo Third Missouri Infantry. Being an 

· artill.er.i.st, he could not om.it a battery .of art1ller.,. The ~s of 

New York vanted him to becane a general of a eomaand in that state, wt. 
he refused because be felt that Missouri.. of'fored more opportunities for 

hie service and because he did not ca.re to leave the faithful Germans 

0£ that state.1 

During the war in VJ.ssourl he not ~ established his aklll 1n . 

mill tai'Y science on a number of oocuions, but he also showed that he 

had the ability to oamnand. lle uaieted General tlatb~el Lyon in 

saving St. Louis, with its important arsenal., for the Union and helped 

L310n take Camp JaoksO!l; by leading successfully a colwnn of men in mi 

assault on Camp Jackson he proved htl!lself a v;t.rtw.J. genius in military 

tactics. lie was immediatel.7 authorized by Lyon to canmam the Second 

Missouri Brigade, and attained the rank of brigadier general of 

volunteera cm May 17, 1S61. In the summer of 1861 he took part 1n the 



ba.ttlo of Carthage and the bat'tle of Wilson• s Creek, both in sout"hwest 
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In the firet year of the war in ?'J.ssouri, the Union and t'he Confederate 

author! ties worked to control. the state's three strategic cities: St. Louis, 

Jefferson City and Springfield. 'I'he Union armies drove the Confederates 

fran St. Y.,ouia and J'.ef.fereon City, and occupied Springfield. Because of 

thio, the Gonfooerates ma.ssoo t,hei.r troops to attempt. to capture Springfield. 3 

John c. Fremont, who was appointed commanding gener--al of the 

Department of the \Jest lrJ Genm."al Wiufield Scott, arrived in St. Louis 

from 1,ew York, July 15, 1861, and at this point Fremont set up his head

quarters.. Lyon had previously come to St. Louis fron Fort U:Uey., Kansas, 

on ]'abru.ary 6, 18@., and early recog-tdzoo tlu1t the place to fight .for 

st. Louis and Nissouri was in the neighborhood of Sp...-ingfield. 11-.om 

Springfield, Lyon also planned to carry bis fight into Arkansas • 

.1.U though a eo..wmuni i.y of only three thousand ed. tizens, Springfield 

was important. because it was not only the c®ter of a rich farming area 

lmt boot:t:o.oe it also. served a.ta a link between :northern and southern 

Confeder'?..te Gs:neral Glal.borne 1?. Jackson, 0£ Missouri sent t.roops to 

Pool's Prairie, ~eoS1'10, and Ssn"co.xie: (i~eosho is located about twtmty miles . 

southwest of Sarcoxie) to launch a big dri.v~ in the S'Wlll!ler of ll36l in an 

effort to capture Springfield.. Meanwhile, Union ·troops were slowly 

moving into tJle vicinity of' Springfield 1'rom points ao fa:t"' as a hundred 

and twenty miles a:wey, in order to defend 1.t from the Confederates. 

To assist in accomplishing this, Sigel arrived in Sarcoxie, alJ01.1.i; 

~onn, }·01~00.gnero !s. Ji!! union ill7i!llf m ~ 177. 

3:.1cE1ro7, The Struggle for Missouri, 149. 
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forty-tour miles southwest of Springt'ield, at approx! ately tive o'clock 

in the evening of Fridq, June 28. Th he was told by Union scouts who 

had gone in advance that a Confederate force of ppro:xi tely seven 

humred or eight humred aen bad assembled at Pool's Prairie, about six 

miles south of Neosho, and that the force s under the c and of General 

Sterling Price. Sigel was also infomed that on Thursdq and Friday, 

June 28 and ~, General Monroe M. Parsons was in c and of J ckson' s 

troops, encamped about fifteen mil.es north of Lamar. He was also told 

at the s e time that Price and Parsons had learned that sme Union 

troops were encamp in and around Springfield. Sigel also had a report 

that General Jams • Rains vas marching westward and had passed through 

Papinsville on Thursday, June 'Z"I, just one day after the report that 

Jackson was in that area. 

Sigel formed his troops to arch against the enemy, planning to 

attack the Confederates first at Pool's Prairie, and then to arch 

north and attack the troops of Jackson and Rains. By this operation he 

pl,anned to open his line of conmrunication with Lyon• s troop , which h 

learned had a all engag t on June 28 at Ball's Mill, located on the 

banks of the Li tile Ooage River, about fifteen miles north ot Nevada 

City. Sigel dispatched several scouts to try to ak:e cont ct with 

Lyon• s troops, but only one scout returned. And the one 'Who did return 

was devoid of reliable information. 4 

Scarcely had Sigel1 s troops left Sarcoxie on their arch to Pool's 

Prairie,. June cJ, when he received information that the e p at Pool's 

4s1gel' s Report, July 11, 1961, United States War Depar ent, ~ 
War of the R bellions Compilation of the Official Records of the Union 
and Confeder te s {128 vols., Washington: Government Printing 
Office, 1880-1901), Ser. I, Vol . III, 16. 
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Prairie had been evacmated on the t1orning of ·that same day and that the 

enemy wa.a moving toward :i!llk Mills, located thirty miles southwest of 

Neosho, in the db·ection of G~ ,Walker, close to Maysville, not far 

from the southwest corner of Yd.ssouri. 

Sigel then felt it bis responsibility to turn bis attention to the 

enemy forces in the northern part of the state. Thinking it possible 

that the opponent might be trying to make his Wil.Y into ilirkt.msas, he 

ordered a detachment of two companies and two piec:es of artillery, under 

the leadership of Oa.ptain John F .. Cramer, to Cedar Creek and Grand Falls 

where they were not only to occupy tt1.0 Mill ta:.cy and !\:ru}Sa.S line road, 

but also to obtain all possible kncndedge abal:it the n01•thorn strength 

of the enemy. S:!,gel instructed the battalion comm&lded by Colonel lt~ 

Soloman, who 1..rae on a. mu:roh t'rom Mount Vernon to ~cone, (t'4ount Vet·non 

is located a.bout twenty mies northeast of Sarcoxie) to merge witb the 

troops under Sigel' s command at ~loosho,, arriving there by ueans of 

forced marches.. No sooner ha.cl this battalion reached ~iaosho than Sigel 

diverted them _.from Neosho and Grand 1ia1J.s ·t.o Diamond Grove, about soven 

miles oouth of Carthage, where they assombled at noon and advanl:'!ed in a 

northerly direction. 

·· Sigel ordered one C0!1.lpany umer Oaptain August11s Hackman to move 

from Mount vernon to Sarcoxie. 'He di1"ected Captain Oorneliuf; Conard,. 

of Campany ii:). , Rifle 3attalio:n,. 1Ihird liegiment, to reF1ain in Ueosho as 

a. garrison force to g...tard its Union citizens against bands of Coni'ederates; 

he instructed the regiment to retreat to Sarcoxie should they !"ind it 

necessary. Jle had aent two companies to Grand Falls and the eompany 

under Captain Joseph In::lest had aot returnoo 1,hen the Carthage engagooiG:llt 

started. On the evening of July 4, after a: hike of about twenty miles,. 

the troops encampod on the southwest side of Carthage, behind the Spring 
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about seventoen milet, northwest of Sa:reoxie. 

'lhe troops :i.n action under Sigel on July 5 were the following: nine 

compa..>u.es of the Tr.drd f!ogioont, witb a t.t,taJ.. effective s"trongth cf ;;o 

men; seven companies of the Fifth .Regir.1ent, nw:n'bering 4.00 men; two 

batteries of artillertJ, with four pieces i:n ea.ch. l'Jo:rrm1auding these 

trw.:n, cP..rrying the troops' ba-ggage, followe<J at a distance c.f approxi-· 

5 
mately three niiles. 

by Ja,,kson draw up and ready for. battle on the high ground which 

gradually sloped upward fr0;1s a rlvt:tL?t about a half mile from hir.r. He 

could S€1e that the Confod.arate• s first lino consisted of three regimen:t.s 

deployed v:l th 't'he prope:r interva2s betwe.~n th.e:m. Twt:i regiments, forcing 

the wings of this eombat formation, consisted of caval1-y; the center of 

infantry, cavalry, a.'1!1 two pieees of artillery. Iwo other artiller.JJ 

pieces were posted on tJm :r-1.ght, and there was also one piooe of artillery 

on the left wing. [.;igal could see that the wJ:iole one?ey foro,a immediately 

in i'ront oi' hil-1 numbered possibly 3, ~O soldiers besides a p!•obable 

strong reserve in tbe raa1~. 

5rbid •. , 17. 
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of infantJ.7 he st&tioned behind the creek as protection 3£"8.inst a.et! vi:ties 

of the mounted ellelliY troops against. his rea~, were bis mzpplles were 

locat«t. '.l.'he 1 .. enru~.nt, of his force he deployed as follows: battalion 

in <:lose column on his left., Yith four pie.ces next to them; covering the 

middle was the Fifth iwgiment, now divided into two ~attallous7 one 

commanded by Colonel Ed:ward Salomon and the other by Lieutenant Colonel 

Christian Wol:fi'; ·wee pieces of artillery were on his right u.,'111:ie:i .. the 

COii.lLland of' Captain Chrlstia.n Essig; and Colont:Jl It:ra.ncis liasaendeu.bel was · 

in charge 0£ the 'rldl"'d. Regi:ment on the lei't. 6 

several hundred yards., Ji.gel instructed Major Frank Backoi', with several 

returned the fire imt1edia.-tely. And t1hen Sigel looked aro1.m:l he sau two 

the enemy•s :right flank., with the result that the Confederates soon 

Sigel now f omed a chain of t.:.roops bet:ween the piooes of his 

artillery., directing two pieces of artillei:r of Bssig' n battery from 

their posit,ion on the right wing to a position. of t.he left ulng. Sigel 

heights by moving his left fl.auk and by gaining groun:1 en the rlght 
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J •• Wilkins informed Sigel that his en vere out of ammunition and 

th t they were un ble to advance. No time could be spared . A part of 

the troops on both his left and right were already fighting mounted 

troops, d to advance the infantry v.1 thout the help of Willd.n ' artillery 

would probably result in defeat. Th verse mo1·ale ffoot of th Con-

federate's oun ,ed regiment behind Sigel's lines, although not readily 

apparent, could not be denied. The possibill ty of losing all of bis 

supplies w s another important consider tion. It was only after serious 

deliber tion that Sigel ordered all vailable men into the battle, w1 th 

the exception of four pieces of Captain lilkins' battery, authorized to 

guard the b gg ge train. 

Finally, on July 5, afte.r all hopes ot co let victory for Sigel 

had vanish d, be ordered his troops to retreat toward Dry Fork Creek. 

he eruny followed hi slowly, so Sigel soon decided to alee another 

s d. It w s at this time that bis troops resisted tho en y' s entire 

force of bout 4,000 troops for wo hours, inflicting the severest 

lo ses of the battle o the Confodarat s. 

By this ti e the enemy's nag had been twice hot down by Sigel's 

troops, ah to the elation of all his men. 1 eanwhile, the huge bodies 

of the I s ounted troops had not only co pletely encircled him, but 

had also assembled into line against his rear guard . They had cone aled 

th sel,re behind tiny stre . called Buck' Branch, which Sigel bad to 

pass . In order to engag the enemy, he left bis position on Dry Fork 

Cr k and direct the four pieces of artillery of his reserve baggage 

train to protect bis right c.nd left flank • sisted by parts of the 

Third am Fifth regiments, he posted the remaining artillery and regi ents 

at strategic points against the ain body of the en am ordered his 

other troops to move from Dry Fork. After a single round of fire from 
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his entire line, his infantry moved up quickly toward the Confederat s 

and routed th , • he nemy fied, their filght ceompani d by reverbera

ting ch rs fro Sigel• force . 

Sigel' s men an supplies cro sed the creek and retr ated unh ed 

to the hills on the north side of Carth ge , 111 front of Spring River. 

Here be again made re y for batUe. The enemy followed slowly, oving 

p their infantry first, then eir cavalry, all the while trying to 

encircle Sigel and thus bar him fro the Springfield road. SigeJ. knew 

th t he ust keep bis avenue or co c tion open to fount Vernon nd 

Springfield. So he commanded Wolff' with two pieces of artiller, to 

move to Carthage and protect the town• s e tern heights on the Sareoxi 

ro • Cramer, w1 th two co panies (Indest and Zeis), bad gone along with 

him, and they were to guard the west side ?ainst aey- aotiviti s of the 

Confederat s. He ord red his rear guard to take po session of the 

camuuni ty and to stand guard while tho r ainder of his force was 

permitt to rest. 

Sigel ' forces, after a arch of t ,enty- two iles on July 4 and 

eight les on July 5, bad be n in action since nine o'clock in the 

orning and had been exposed to high t peratures while having very 

1i ttle to eat or drink. Tho enemy' s ca alry cross· Spring Ri vor at 

different places and scattered themselves in the forest, so e of them on 

foot, after which they molested Sigel's soldiers fr all sides. Sigel 

therefore con nded a retreat toward Sarcoxie, under the guard of 

infantry and artillery~ securing the first vantage point on the heights 

in back of Carthage. He then held th opening of the path to Sarcoxie 

which led into tbe oods two and on half miles south est of C thage. 

FrOl!I this pl e bis en marched unh ad to Sarcoxie. The losses of all 

the troops under Sigel ' s command for that d ~ were thirteen kiµ_ed and 
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thirty-on oUI¥ied . ong the losses wer Captain John E. Strodt1'1ann, 

C-Ompany E, Third gim nt, and Bischoff, Company B, of the s regi .ent. 

The First Battery lost nine horses, the company of Bischoff, on hor e. 

Ono baggage vagon Ya lost in Carthage for want of horses to ove it.7 

From the information that Sigel could gather from dependable 

sources, he 1 ned th t the Confeder tes' losses were somewhere between 

three hundred and four hundred killed nd wounded. One of the enemy's 

artillery piec s exploded and one w on broke down. Sig l reported th t 

one of his captains, along with his oom~y of ninety-four men, was 

c ptured at Neosho on July 5. They were given their freedo after vowing 

th t they would not again take u arms against the Confederate St.ates. 

The Confederate victory at Carthage produced great r _ejoicing among 

Sigel I s enemy. '!hey had pierced the Union lln and :forced Sigel to 

retreat. Sigel, however, drew praise for his masterful retreat and for 

the skillful handling of his artillery. For instance, one of Sigel' s 

b tteries would so etimes detain the enemy while another battery would 

be placed at strategir.: position behind . This maneuver would be 

repeated \then needed. At various ti es during this battle the batteries 

were cunningly concealed, and the enemy would charge up to the muzzle 

only to receive a death blow in the fa.oe . 8 

t the end of the battle Sigel praised bis offioers am en, 

stating that he was well pleased with the skill, the cour ge and the 

bravery his men displayed. Re cited examples of the bravery or his en 

and pointed to the troops ' action. One of the things mentioned was that 

his en had fought against overwhelming odds, sometimes being forced to 

7 ~ . , 19. 

~cElroy, !!!! Struggle ill Missouri, 141. 
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wi thdr :w, but alw1qs r turning and. fighting like veterans , d et ending one 

position :Cter another without one soldier forsaking the line of battle. 

He had special praise for some ot the regi ents and their a anders . 9 

With those few days of combat ded to the record Sigel wait 

anxiously for more action, destined to c e next at llson•s Creek. 

Slightly over a onth , however, passed between the ba tles of Carthage 

and \/Uson• s Creek (July 5 - ugust 10) . '!be intervening days were not 

w tad, for th y 'Were spent in making careful plan of action to b 

taken against th en and in analyzing the probable strength of th 

opponent, reported by scouts tld other observers . By :u.gust 10 Sigel' s 

troops had h a. onth's r st and were in fine shape again to do ba.ttl . 

Several days prior to the battle of lson•s Cree Lyon knev beyond 

reasonable doub th t the enerq forces had 

Cr Cr , thirty- iv miles sou.thvest ot Springfield. They consist 

of about 22,000 men led by Price, Parsons, and .Rains with a any 

tw ty pieces of artillery. On the other hand, the Union fore s numbered 

only about 5,000. By about August 7 , the main body of the Confed rat s 

had reached lilson• s Creek. They were enc ped along tbe creek, their 

10 fore s stretching out over a distance of about three ilos. 

on•s Creek rise in th vicinity of pringt.1 ld, nows wost 

les, runs south nin or ten ile befor ptying into 

th J es River, tributary of the llhi te R1 ver. Tyrel' s C ek and 

11 
Skegg's Branch ilov into lson's Cr k. 

9 fficial Records. 

1C\.icElroy, ~ _s=~;.;;;. 

llibid . , 154. 

~. 
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was on :ugust 8 at Springfield that Lyon , th c anding officer, 

call a council of ar in order to e plan to attack th Con! erat s. 

In th ing the bordinate co anders agre upon single attack to 

1 unched the follow1ng day. This ttack had to be put off bee us of 

the fatigued condi ti.on of e troops. On th 

orning o the ::, of tho po tpon attack Sigel had a lengthy :udience 

with Lyon aI¥i persuaded him o agre upon a divided at ck, which was 

ed on :ugu t 10. Lyon authorized gel to t e 1 , 4'>0 infantrymen, 

tvo companie of cavalry and si ces of artillery; w1 th this fore h 

to arob by 'WS::f of the F yetteville, Arkens s , road COinmetncing about 

1 • • on the night of August 9, until h hould come to the right £lank 

and the r ar of th Confederates, and t th brea.k of day assault them 

w1 th l possible force . 'en ra1 Lyon, keeping 3, 700 en and t pieces 

of artill iry und a hour 

to the en ::, down th aunt Vernon ro , unch1ng his frontal attack 

on th Cont' er t s th 

12 ........ !iffl'ff, s rear. 

e orning that Sigel as due to smite the 

Lyon orde 

a.rtill ry , to 

a force of 250 h e guard troops , with two piee of 

guard t Springfield and to protect e wagon trains 

and public property. Sigel's men arohed out at six- thirty o'clock in 

the 1 te ernoon of August 9 and a.rri ved e.t the break of th following 

ay within t o miles o th right 

Here bis men proo eel to cut off and bring into camp e 40 AYu:miv 

str gl out foraging for food . The prisoners 1 e taken in ord r to 

keep the foragers fr info ng their o arxlers out the location of 

th Union ore 13 

12tbid. , 158. 

13 
ills· , 159. 



Lyon-along with the Firs t , Secom, aoo Thir d Br igad s-1.epart at 

out the e hour that Sigel and bis troops left. And by one o ' clock 

in th orning, Lyon and General John • chofield , Lyon• s Chief of Staff 

h ad ed close enough to the Confedera.t s to s e their c p fires on 

the bank of Wilson ' s Creek. Interrogated by Schofield about the 

f easibility of the divided att ek on which the army w s to operate, Lyon 

r eplied brief l y: "It is Si geJ.' s plan. t Sigel ' s judgmen of war , add 

to his actual co bat experi nee, were then felt t o so superio th t 

he usually drew no ari ti.ci • 

t about ten minutes pa t fiv , on th orning o :ugust 10, th 

battle began. The First Kansa of Lyon's co tiov up on th l t't 

of the e rq co anded by ns , and opened a brisk fire on a Conf erate 

b ttery of artillery locat ed in the center. Price began rushing s istanc 

to Rains until th re were about two hundred Conf era es on the ridge. 

The enemy 1 ediate4 respon:ied w1 th fire of their o Th First an s 

and the First ssouri moved forward with great force and af er a bitter 

kirmish lasting about tventy minutos, the Con eder r si tanc 

crumbled, and they 'Withdrew. 

There w s then a brief' lull. During this resp! te Union n were 

encol.ll"aged and el ted wh n they heard Sieel' s ttery bla.a ing th 

Confederate a'Oproximately two iles down the line. :t the h of the 

,,.n,~• a nank , Lyon's force push d forward and vigorously attacked the 

wagon trains . There wer soon signs of tenor in the n 's c p and 

s e of the en y ' s 
14 ons were on fire. 

Price dvaneed his en toward Lyon's troops until they covered 

Lyon's ntire front .. th sides ho an gernes to ight and oved 

l4Ibid . , 168. 
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up to clos quarters where a bloody battle, lasting about a half hour, 

• eti s gment of Fed ral troops wer 

into disorder, but they vi thdrew for only a few yards b fore reorganizing 

and r turning to the lin • By eigh on the orning of August 10, th 

battle had r ged :Curiously for about two hours. t a.pproxim t ly nine 

o'clock a lull oecurred in the fight . Then the en reinforced bis 

ops.15 

t has happened to Sigel?tt wo.Ddered the Union c anders. I t 

w certained that he had cross ilson's Cre and h c e 

into 11 within e sy range of Conf ed te General Ben oCulloch' s 

headquarters. t once Captain Georg c. Schaeffer of Sigel' s corps 

opened fire with bi b ttery upon large Conf r te force of Ark sa , 

Texas, and ssouri troop busy eating breakfast. Thi fu ills.de or 

ells ao d oralized many of th that they did not r o their 

composure during th dq, taking little if any part. in the rest of the 

ongag ent. 

Confederate colonel , T. G. Churchill, cceeded in rallying bi 

kansas reg ent, but be for he could return and engage Sig 1 , he 

received urg t orde to hur17 to th right and help drive Union troop 

fr th t area. Sigel' en ad ed into the de erted c p, here 

16 unfortunately , they broke rank am began to plunder. 

McCulloch r ss bled bi force d ttac igel' di org niz 

en in the P, driving th y. Sigel was able to rally onq a 

all oup of hi en befor tho enemy advanced upon th • Tb Con

erate who vane on igel had obtain unif. s like thos th 

1 5ibid., 171. 

1 6.tbid., 172. 



Union troops wore, 1 wearing th , deceiv Sigel . The Con era.ta 

ov upon the Union troop until th ry ere within ten pac s of them , 

opening fire with such d struotive volley th t m and horse toppl 

1n front of th • Sigel' s brigade was completely routed , suffering 
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loss of s e two hundred and fifty prisoner to the Oonf'edere.tes. Sigel 

also lost Union flag, later used by the enemy to deceive ederal 

troops. 

This enga.g ent was the turning point in the battle, which now vent 

in favor of the Confederates. t the beginning of th c paign the 

Union forces fought eJ.nst superior era, nd with th los of 

Sigel1s support, the b tUe of Wilson's Cre lowly came to halt . By 

about five o'clock in the fternoon of August 10 the ain body of the 

Union had gone back to Springfield. There they found Sigel, along 

with ost of his brigade. d to Springfield scattered Union troops 

st ed in from a.11 directions.. This rout spell d def eat for th Union 

at Wil n' Cr 
17 

Sigel' this battle 11 ved up to his reputation a 

volutionary c ander in G nnany. He retreated oth r 

Union co ders thought be should hav stood and fought . But Sigel 

fallowed the p ttern of co b t he h been trained to fight in Germany. 

He b$lie in triking hi en a death blo d then retre ting. H 

used this tactic b ca: e e realized fully th t th ccmld ly 

acqui reinf orc en s i:f left ol ted. This dd tre would 

eaus hi troops to b overwhelm1ngly outnumber and perhaps dri en fr 

1 sour1 . 

17 ~ . , 1,75. 
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There w now oonsiderabl question a to Sigel ' s lltary leader-

hip. G neral. Lyon ppar tly believed the Germ~'"""'Al-llerioan to e o t 

c pabl from the litary point of view, for after his defeat in th 

Carthage ngag ent, he wrot i 

The gener o ing, h ving ex inod lrli h care the official 
report ade by Col • • Sigel, co anding Second Brigade, 
· issouri Volunteer , o the engage ent betwe th troops under 
his e and and the Confeder te forces on the 5th i tant, 
takes great pleasure in expr saing in his o1'fic1al anner hieJ 
high appreciation of the generalship displ~ed by this bl 
commander and of the high soldierly qualiti s exhibited by bis 
officers am en. The general co ing t ers to Colon l 
Sigel and h s c and his thanks, and thos of a grateful 
country, for their brilliant servioe.18 

group of Unionists ot the area of Mis .... ouri th t Sigol fought over 

appar tly held him in the highe t regard ev fter his conduct t 

Wilson' a Cre k, o they wrote en al H. • Hal1eok, the c ander of 

the Union forces, a 1 tter of ca endatioru 

the undersigned, citizena, r !dents of Southwest~ 
ssouri, present th following resolution for your consider -

tions Resol v , Th t th people or the Southwest entertain 
the highest opinion of the ill t.ary skill of Brigadier-General 
Franz Sigel, and that w respeot.f'ully petition you to end to 
tbe Southwest sufficient force to hold that pnrt of the e t •19 

On the other hand, Sigel had his critics as oll as bis irer . 

Thi is evident in the words of Schofield , o Lyon• Chief of s tf 

duri a th battle of Wil on' Cr k , wher Lyon et hi death. Discu -

sing Sigel t s er1 ts as co and , Schofield accused Sigel of 1 ving a 

si e c :pany of infantry in a s all town with no am.fest urpos 

1 atbaniel Lyon t Job , . Schofield, July 25, 1861., Official 
Records, es, Ser. I . , Vol. III, 19. 

1~ssouri C ttee to Heney w. Halleck, oVi ber 20, 1861, 
Official R cords, es, Ser. I . , Vol. VIII, Y'/0-Y!l. From Nov ber 19, 
1861 to July ll, 1862, General Hallee a co ander of the Depar e t 
of' th ssouri, including the States of ssouri, Iow , esota, 

sconsin, Illinois, kansa.s, and the ction of Kentucky vest of th 
C berl d River. 



except that of possible c pture by the Confederat s . This captur 

occurred on July 5. He pointed out th t in the battle of Carthag Sigel 

retreat all day and that he dvocated a divided attack for tb battle 

of Wilson's Creek so that be could have a separate co a • Be co 

sta ed that in att pting to perfom his assign part Sigel not only 

lost his infantry arld bis artillery, but also fled alone, or 

alone, to Springfield, arriving thef\ hour before the battle v s concluded. 

Yet, aid Schofield , no one in his com and w s wounded or kill • 

ho.field insisted th t Sigel ade no effort to rally bis troops in 

support of Lyon. On another occa. ion, mentioned Schofield, Sie l's troops 

were to be the vance guard. t the appointed hour Schofield said that 

he discover Sigel asl ep in his bunk wile his en prepared to fix 

break£ st. Furth ore, d Schofield, it was late in th afternoon 

befor h could get tbe fore tarted . On another day, al.leg Schofield, 

Sigel kept the main col n w ting in the hot sun on a dry tract of land 

while some of his oth r en killed c.ows for !ood and cooked their br 

fast. Schofi d stated furth r th t the troops bee very tired and 

upset, and that control of the en w 1 possible. Therefore, almost 

all of the officers r quest ch ge in co· and Major el 

Sturgi, in eo.pllance vith th request, took comm d of Si l's troops. 

Schofield wrot further that his position a high ranking officer 

on Lyon's staff gave hi an excellent opportunity to oval te Sigel' s 

qualities as an officer. Schofield s d th t he had tried to obs rve 

hi good as well as his poor quail ties more M.ly thl;Ul many others who 

pre ed to pas jud ton hi . Sigel, he said, in terms of theoretical 

training, w s far superior to the ~erage officer in erio. Sigel, 

admitted Schofield, had studied with ch o e the sciene of ar and 

se ed thoroughly acquainted with th battl of all outstanding c ptains 
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such as logistics and discipline, he wa.s, sHdd Schofield, g1 .. oatly 

deficient. These shortoomings, he eontim.100, were so apparent as to make 

it in:possihle .f'or him to gain the respect of .Amerio.an officers and men; 

these quail ties therefore made Sigel fully incompetent for a high 
a) 

cot1mruld in the Union mey. 

at the battle of Pea Riclge. 

a,J'ohn M. Sahofiel.d to H. w. Halleck, February 13, 1862~ Official 
F..ecordtn Ar.mies, Ser. I, Vol. III, 94. 



CHAPTER III 

THE HERO OF P RIDGE 

Tb struggle at Wilson• Creek on August 10 th t resul tad in 

victory for the Confederates forced the ll ttl bam of Unio troops to 

retreat to Springfield, and fro there to Rolla, where they- established 

porary headquarters. This orable reversal for the ed.eral forces 

allow Price, th illtary leader or the Confederate forces in Missouri, 

the priv.l.leg of taking po ession of Springfield , the largest town and 

the central point of southwest Missouri. 

And to recapture ht was lost by the Union, another military 

operation- the third in eight onths-was decided upon. This c paign 

w to launched by the s e army which participated in the attles 

of Carthage and lson' Creek, but this i e the Union troops vere to 

be 1 by a. new c ander. However, the Federal force w greatly 

r uced because of the many ease of sickness coupled Yi th th above

erage ortal.ity in th camps during the winter onths. In f et, the 

c gns of 1 te s er of 1861 had o be done over gain in the 

ri of 1862. 

By the la of Dec ber 1861 Sigel had not fully reouperate:i from 

a vere illneas in e p n ar Roll , but despite thi , he w instructed 

by General H. • Hallee , comman ing officer of the stern Dep ent, 

on December 24 to succeed General D vid Hunter, th n in cOIIUl1alld of th 

troops at Rolla. Halleck told Sigel to proceed to F.olla aoo take ebarge 

of the troops station there. These troops included Sigel• s own 

26 
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S th n bod1' or Sigol1 s two di i 
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a tonville d fork of th road leadi g w t to 

av.Ule and north t to Pin ville. ssouri , 
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of southwest Missouri fro going with Price's army by the State line 

road , Major Joseph Conrad, c · anding five companies of infantry, sixty 

cavalry en and two pieces of Captain Martin elfiey' s battery, was 

ordered on the first day of March to Lind ey' s Prairie. He arrived in 

the evening at a point sixteen miles southwest of i1cK1siok1 s farm . On 

the second day he arrived at Maysville, and, on the thira. day, he 

re urned to the Union camp t McKisiek• farm. 

Such vas Sigel's location on the evening of the fifth, wh n he 

received instructions o General Samuel R. Curtis, his new sup rior, 

to send detachment of mounted troops to Pineville , Arkansas. In this 

vill ge there ere report to be some ax> or 300 Confedel'ates who 

habi tuall.y ol sted and persecut the Union people of l cDonald County. 

Sigel ordered Major eric Meszaros, along w1 th- eighty soldiers, to 

ch at ten o'clock p •• by northwe tern route to Pineville. t the 

e tir.'le C ptain Eugene von Kielmansegge was sent to Major Conr at 

M sville to take charge of Conrad's sixty oava.1.cymen, one piece of 

artillery, and nineteen infant en. He arrived t ten o'clock in th 

night, journeying by ws:y of aysville to Rutledge and then to Pineville. 

B was to act in agr ent with • e zaros . hone guard company, looated 

b tveen Pineville ani Keetsville, was directed to t e over at night the 

route leading to Neosho and ent, thereby rendering il:possiblo the 

escape of the Confederates in the direction of the latter two 

c iUllities. eszaros and von Kielmansegg "Were expected to go into 

Pineville fr the st, southea t, and southwest. It. was planned th t 

these detac ents ould ttack the 

o'clock e next orning. 2 

at the s e t1 eat fiv 

2sigel to el • Curtis, arch 15, 1862, Official ecords: 
Ami.es, Ser. I, Vol. VIII, a)S. 
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a few seconds b fore ten o• clock in the evening, when Meszaros 

w s about to depart from th Union c p , Sigel received news frooa 

Schaefer at Os ge lls that hi guards posted in the direction of Elm 

Springe, near Fqetteville, were shot t by Confederates. This news vs 

in addition to Curtis' message, 'Which reported that not only did e 

e y have troops at Fayottevill but that they also had pow ful 

party of cavalry moving toward ddletown bout six miles east. 'I'hose 

dispatches caused Sigel to realize at once the unsafe location of his 

c and. Sigel therefor instructed Sch fer not only to lea his c p 

edi :tely and . to dispatch the cavalry company toward Osage Springs to 

protect his right flank, but also to advance with his regiment to 

Bentonville, leaving O e Springs to the right and lcKisick' £ to 

the left. And Sigel ordered all other troops, not pr viou.sly instructed, 

to be prepared to ma.rob at two o'clock the following morning to Sugar 

Creek. 

In consideration of the troops ordered by Sigel to Pineville, the 

G an- erican said that 1 t w s too l te to revoke that movement und r 

von Kielman egge, as had been requ steel 111 Curtis. He therefore instructed 

Me zaro to start his expedition using his own detac ent, and to 

back to Sugar Creek e. soon s he could , vlthout running his horses, so 

that they could bo of some servic in th future c paign. Conrsd as 

infomed of Sigel' s circumstance by Curtis am v s ord to join him at 

Sugar Cr k by roundabout route leading to the northeast. 

The conclusion or this roundabout areh turned out to be s tisfactory, 

even though during th journey the troops bee a fati • en Conrad 

arrived, an ass :ult carried out according to tho order issued, and 

at the exact thle c~lled for. But only on captain, one lieutenant, and 



fift een en of Price• s troops were found in th tow, and thes wer 

ade ca.pti ves. The rest had departed sa e days before. The soldiers 

of , eszaros and von Kielma.nsegge arriv unh on the sixth, in th 

Union o p t Sugar Creek , bringing llith them their captive • Unluckily, 

they had to ash and la ve behim a printing press , co plete to typ , 

captured at Pineville. The route they traveled vas too rugged for th 

to b ing this useful material along with th • 

t two o'clock in the ornin of the sixth, the soldiers st tioned 

at Sugar Creek advanc toward Bentonville in the following arrangements 

the advance guard under General sboth; one camp~ of the Fourth 

ssouri Cavalry of ont HussarsJ the Second Ohio Battery under 

Lieutenant 1ll1 • Chapman; th • fteenth 1' ssouri Volunteers under 

Colonel Francis J . Joliat. w aon train of the Fir t and Seco 

D1 visions accompanied the troops and was protected by detachments of 

their respective regiments. The First Division was led by Colonel 

P ter J . Osterbaus. The flying battery, th Fifth Missouri Cavalry of 

ento Hussars, and tbe squadron or the Thirty-sixth Illinois Cavalry 

were led by Captain Albert nk . 

Prior to leaving camp, Sigol sent Li utenant John Schipper of 

Compall1' of the Benton Hussars , along with twenty en, to Osage Springs 

to converse with Schaefer about th ctivities of the , and to 

o th new to Bentonville as quickly as the Conf er te ppeared at 

Osag Springs . The vs.nee guard of sbotb arrived at Bentonville at 

four o'clock, when Sigel directed hi to halt until the en • railroad 

train h p ed through the town. Si g l then instructed oth to 

follow th train into Osag Springs. 

eanwhil, tho eoond Missouri c anded by Sohaefer and a part of 

the First Division had c e into town. Sigel directed ha fer' s 



regiment-as v 11 as the Twelf h Missouri und r the leadership or?· jor 

Hugo gelln, the flyin battery, led by Captain Gu tavus M. Elbert, 

and all available cavalry force , o . anded by Colon 1 Joseph N ett, 

including th enton Hussars, the 1hirty-sixth Illinois C :valry, co 

me.nded by Jenks, and aquad of thirteen oldiers of ont .Hu.soar , 

um.er Lieutenant Fred • Cooper-to occupy nd protect the city ft 

the Confederate tr n had passed through Bentonville 

Sigel• s rear guards. 3 

tor ain as 

t eight o'clock e Confederate railroad train h passed through 

Bentonvill and it w oving on the route to Osage Springs. Sigel 

waited two hour for r ~rts fro Li tenant Schipper's scout t Osage 

Springs. And at t minutes after t , 1 t s reported to Sigel by 

Sohipper•s pickets that large ass of Confederate troops, consisting 

of infantry, had detrained and united \Ii tb the.ir cavalry and wer oving 

trot'l all ides toward Sigel's front and toward both of Sigel's fianks t 

Bentonville.. 

ter taking notice, Sigel had no doubt that the ene • s front 

guaros were before hi • He pr ptly ord red his troops tom e ready 

for an assault. Bentonville was located on the edge of Osage Prairie, 

was easily aceessibl in front and vas covered on the right, left, and 

rear by thick wood undergrowth . Becau e of thi Sigel ordered the 

soldiers to leave the tovn and to f on little knoll to the north . 

hen Sigel start looking tor the SecolXl ssouri, but be learned to 

bis surpri e th t 1 t b al.r y departed from th city because of 

misinterpretation of b1 ord rs • 

.3xbid. ' 2)9. 



Th oldiers now left to Sigel included bout eight companies of 

the Twelfth YJ.ssouri, ea.ch company- with the approximate trength of 

forty- five men, plus fiv companies of the enton Hussars, and five 

pieces of the flying battery: in all , about six hundred troops. Sigel 

ordered these soldiers to advance in the follolii.ng arrangement, two 

e punie of the Twelfth at the front of the col n , extended on the 

ri and left 1n eo bat formation, follow by the flying battery; one 

company of th o e regiment on the right and one on the left of the 

Ullery pieces, advancing b;r the n .ank, and prepared to assault by 

ranks to the right and to the left; the rest of the troops wer o follow 

ehind the piece J two eo ,pa.nies or o :valry to support or protect the 

infantry on the right and left; and tho rest of the cavaJ.ry, led by 

e ett , with one piee of artillocy, following in the rear. 

In this arrang ent, changed fro time to time coording to condi

tions , th troops ov forward to pierce the lin s of the Confeder te , 

ho had already fo eel in Sigel 1 s front and on both flanks . Sigel ' s 

troop oved forward very slo"1y, attacking and driving the Conf'edera.t s 

back-in front, on the flanks, and behind-in short, wherever they 

fo ed or ad a stand. n Sigel thought the ttle wa over, he left 

Bentonville, and went to aid both at Osag Springs. 

Fro: the t e that Sigel 1 ft the city at en-thirty in the 

orning and until three-thirty in the afternoon, he did not have the 

benefit of his fir t reinforeernents , par ntl delayed . Th ae consisted 

of the Second · s ouri, e Tw nty-fifth Illinois, and a fe c panies of 

tho Forty-fourth Illinois. Before th y arrived he had fought off three 

well-pl.a.nn ass ults and b been continu.ou y in view and er the 

fire of the Confed tes. Sigel' s first fresh troops did aITi ve , 

h knew then that he was out of danger and left the rot of the fight 
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t about elev n in the ornin tho ttack began olose to Elkhorn Ta em 

and L sville. To a.saertain how the situation stood, Sigel went to 

Garr• s division a few pac s · hove the tavern, where he was carrying on 

an energetic canno e. 

ille:ey pieces , p tly incapaci ta.tad e.nd partly w1 thout 

fire , ere returning from the lines while others oved forward from the 

c p ~ replace th • Since the Gonf erates' uni tion \lae dir cted 

to the place er Sigel had p us , ho instructed two piecos of the 

battery, which gon to talc position on a hill, to fire upon th 

en • after a few rounds w r sho~, the fire of the Confeder tes 

opposite Si el' s s1 tion la.okened., igel orderod two pieces of 

tiller, forward to reinforc his b ttery. He then w nt baok to a per

vi e his own soldiers , d while moving along the road, Sig l met the 

Third Io C val.ry, '.ich had gone in ad e of Osterhaus, and whioh 

snow escorting eir severely wound lieutenant-colonel ao into 

c p . S1gal promptly sent ord to Curtis to order the Iowa Cavalry back 

to Le vill , co d soon executed. 

Sigel et Lieut t ohn Ga.a en of th flying battery and was 

that the Union cavalry had beon forced back by superior group 

and that thr pi es of ai·till v captured by the Confederate 

because there had been no infantry to protect th • Then Sigel 1nstruoted 

eszaro and wo other i es ot th flying battery to assist O terhau , 

a.cti.rancect to L ut during the ti e o:f' th arch, Sigel 

learned that D vi had be order to ov, forward o L eville with 

all of bis sol iers, development th t cau h to dispatch only 

eszaros to that pl e . He also directed the two pi es o! tho flying 

battery to act as garrison. Continuin to the camp to ascartain not 

only what was taldng place th r ut also to determine whether th Union 
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f orce was sa.f in i ta position, Sigel discov the following troopsi 

th eventeenth Mi souri and detachment of sixty soldiers of the Third 

Mis ouri; the Tven ~-fifth and the Forty- fourth Illinois; two pieces of 

el.tley' s b ttery (12- pounders); two c panies of the Thirty- sixth 

Illinoi ; practically all of the Second Di vision , comprising th Seeon 

Fifth Missouri; Colonel • P . Carlin' battery; and two companies of 

th Benton ussar in position and ready to tt ok. This onslaught soon 

got under a.y and lasted for several hours . 5 

It was close to two in the afternoon , vith the firing raging ost 

vi lently , when Curtis instructed Sigel not only to aid Carr t Elkhorn 

T vern but also to help Davis and Osterhaus near Le sville. Both forces , 

p tieularly tho at Lee ville , er , according to Curtis ' di tch , 

lo ing ground . Sigel therefore ord red aboth , 1th four c pan:les of 

the eco 41ssouri 1 by Schaefer four piec s of the Second Ohio 

B ttery und Cha. an, to aid Carr. He lined his remaining force up for 

b ttle, end then orde th to advance to L~esvill • 

On hi arch to Leesville , Sigel beard M jor Augustus H. Po ten' s 

firing on the Bentonville road . Arrived t Leesville , Yigel. obser 

th t the noise a.head of had topped , but tba it began wi h renewed 

force on hi right t Elkhorn Tavern. Sigel then :o eel beyond the town 

to th ttl.e f'i d , which h fow:n to b in the full poss ssion of two 

of his colonels , :avis an Os terha.us. no en w 1n vi w, with the 

exe ption of s: all f re on a distant ridge, the Ge an- erie 

vis to support his left flank. Sigel alBo ord bis 

skirmisher and on r g1 nt of infantry to support his right flank. 

Then h ad need on the rout northe ot the b "ttleground with D vi , 

5.tbid. J 2ll. 



th Twenty-fifth Illinois, four pi.aces or lfiey' s battery, and Capta.1.n 

Louis Hofftiann' s batteries. This road nov offer to Sigel both ingre s 

and egress, previously ade possible by the work of Forty-fourth Illinois 

and the Fifteenth Missouri . atter marching one mile, he saw two 

Confederate boapi tal , ut h did not stop to inspect th • 

Sigel then ov alo g and instructed Osterhaus to i'ollov hi with 

th 1welfth Missouri, the Thirty-sixth Illinois, and a section ot 

artillery, which came readily with the exception of the two pieces-

twelve pounders--that r ain with D vis. They oved hesitantly, and 

after vane ng another ile, they- c e to an open space, and there they 

grouped into protective form tion. From this position they could 

ly e the c p-fire of the Union troops swell s those of the 

Oonfeci ates, both situat near khorn avern. hen, the German-

erio general promptly sent a dispatch to Curtis to ake known to hi 

his position and to notify him th t he ready to work 'With hi • 

,y this tie de.rkn ss v approaching. Although cannons wer heard 

on his right, Sigel could not conceive that after a ha.rd day's work the 

v rsary would aa.ke a final and terminating drive. Therefore, in order 

to oamou!'l ge his bivouac, fr which he planned to advance on the 

orning of March 8 , Sigel kept his troops under the ost rigorous 

ilence d did not pend. t either th building of c p fires or any 

ovement of men further th two or three hundred p ces away from c p. 

Sigel stayed there until about one o'clock that orning. He then felt 

it necessary to reloc te his soldiers by using a short arxl accessible 

ro that led into their co on c pin order to give th rations, 

re t, nd war shelt r to prepare th for battle. 6 

6r id., 212. 



On Maro 8 the Union troo iully pr nded the pl s of th 

It obvious th t n V 

oar an t th.a he would determin ffort 

o pierce th t1n1o 11 s on th tteville ro , hopi to pl t 

h1 pa.rent vi to17'. Sigel. therefore &lled all diff nt. d ta.cnr.iA'nT~<:I 

J.diors o the Fir t Second Jlideions tr wh r ver tb 

loo --w1 th the xception of t'our o pan1 s of the olld I!ssouri 

tour pieces of artUl th Secom Ohio t ery which h ent to 

th originnl Cr ,-am ord ed th tor upon 

right fl of th Cont er. t s, should they aaul. t or e fr 

Elkhorn T 1y on tb ot the- eighth , 

ong with thoir aq and c e , ere a&:Jet:110. •s 

s ready for i tructio 

It s out eve in the ornlng wben th c 

on th eetsvill road o the sout.b side o! 

onoding cocimmx:eci 

a'ltelm. SL 

the ttack t.:l.Dg for Oitemaus and Li 

ssen, bo 

wh1 he pl 

of b1 staff' , out to th 

ed to advance. The Forty- fourth llllnoi h 

on 

al.re b 

t in vane to .£ hi right, and when Ost h nd A8!1US1aen 

return , th ent began. In leas t: halt hour all troop 

in their respeot1 po 1 tions. In order to support cover the 

mn,c,-40,nts of the left wing, Sig open fi on ri t vi th c pany 

ot Hof , und Lieui.eww 

ot flay' b ttery. tire quickly ac 

l:n1 were soon ou.t.-li!ttmE!lll:ver · by the Union fore on th le!'t were 

by- a deafily fire f: Si • consi cur: 

art1ll.A1"17'mAn 

firing th fir t 0 di tano or a.bout eight bund 
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yards , Sigel i nstructed tvo of hi offiaers to e up to about two 

hundr and fifty pac of the emy to come into clo e range of th 

opponent' position while he thr ew battery of artillery forward on th 

right in order to cover the pa.eea between the battery and the K t ville 

route. h fer , lod.tb the eoo ssouri , was direct to ove to th 

extreme left and, by fo ng gain t the cavalry, prot t Sigel' s left 

nank. The ov nt had a highly satisf tory effect. Sigel then 

instructed th center and the left to vanc e tvo hundred yards closer, 

and he brought the reser forward to the position where his first line 

had stood . Sigel then too a battery unier th leadership of Captain 

Martin llauss , nearer to S1gel1 s right , am disp tched am saage to 

Curtis that the route toward Elkhorn Ta rn wa. open. 

Now , after ut ninety inute of fighting , the Cont erates tried 

to ove their troops far er to th right , in order to pus th Union 

force back and th hill on bich Sig stood. 'The fo 's infantey 

w re alr ady trapped upon the hill by the Union troops and were s king 

protection behind the roe- , tones, and promontorie • The Union 

soldier s wer firing in concert with such terrific effect on the Con

federates that shattered pieces ot rocks and stones et 1n ot1on by 

Union artillery red s tfectively as the projectiles. 

Inspired by the clever and brave beq vior or bis troop , the 

German- erican general drew the noo ea little tight.er around the 

ed foe . He ed. all of hi regi ents, batter-ies ,. and b ttallons, 

changing his position fro right to left bringing up the rese , 

the Fifteenth ssouri • all the ounted troop to throw into this 

decisive blow, should th y be n ed. By this e the Confederate 

were b ten and floeing in !'ear am confusion in all directions. Th 



w consid · bl exul tion wen Sig 1 hi troop et jus aft 

tv lve noon on th ground he th Confad rat s were in ro tion only 

a ti w i te earli r . Sigel w especially d lighted a h vi w his 

vie torious army 

Southwest.7 

bing by-the last t roop c anded by hi in th 

c par with the c paigns of l ger . ies in the Civil , 

th op r tio s of 1861., 1862 1863 n the South est, such as th 

Pea. R:1.dg eng ent, s · unimportant. the e 

who participated in th • belle that for turiou f1ght1 o, long am 

tb priv ti.on sutr ring endured, no 

a:rJll" could present better r cord, or could lQY clai to re credit, 

than th or the South st. 

Th ttl of P Ridge ( or Elkhorn Ta: , s th Conf rats 

call it) was th first d isive victoey won by th Union in a . jor 

tUe west of e sissippi ver. And until Pr:l.c • s tteI1pt to 

recapture the Con£ er te • 1 · t ground in 1864, it w s the 1 st e 

th South tri to carry th into Missouri . 8 

7 !!!!g. , 214- 21 s. 
!>hnson, ed. • , B ttles and Leaders, I, 314. Thi 

vol contain port of the P · Rid <?mnpaign by Sig l . In this 
narrati e he discus es the str ngth of th Union nd Confederate troops 
1 vol he reports al the her of troops lost by h d. t 
P a Ridg • 
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• OF BULL RUN 

w transferr to 

of ar Edwin • Stanton dated 

1862 p ot • H 1'l foum him elf 8 vin 

• This dis-

prob ly due to th unauthori ed aai much regretted publicatio 

of pri e letter of Sig to his f ther- in-1.a in ch al.leek was 

verely criticized. On July 11 , 1862, Halleck s ordered t.o shington 

tiny now lay 

not only w1.th Seo tary of • ton but al o with Hall k. l 

0 ,ont~- the President appoint Sigel 

by ord d-ted J 21, 1862, bead o.f e First Corps of t.he 

int a.nifesta io eriean re 

• H brought endabl 11 tar.1 record vi th 

him, ord built on 
2 

iOUB ttle field 1 e pooially th t of 

p 

Si el te upon bis f id of · li tary acti v1 ty in e t und 

t unf'avorabl conditions. far e his personal intere t. 

1tonn, ................. --.... w. !!!!z, 1?9. 

2car1 
Th MoC1ure 

hurz, ll}_ n1 cenees g! £!!:! Schurz (3 vol.a. , 
peny, 1907-190 ) , II, 3 • 

V lo kt 
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Tbe very preati h had wo in th b1 to ulle.r 
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of ng personnel of o regular 
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to th to protect or c th-e - -bi tious o es of thoir 
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sine tb volunteer 

troops p 

di rs whole 
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lltary .ad 

' 1 

ah la:r er, and the 

ore pronounc and 

gra.c e appoi ent or pro-

otio or aivili who wore persone of po 

loo 

t 

an 

fr the ' st. to 

and.er who could perh ps t 

int of th Dill tary 

th not only felt th 

an i nt er. Cons en 

to ounter 

0 V also 

of the finer 

o o 1dered th t 

Sigel oubt ~ 

cl"i tiei .f'1oo hi soci 

grou • 
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Sigel, oreover, was not well-equippe to wit stand the perils 

inherent in such a si tua.tion. He lacked the ense of h or th t disarm 

ill- will and that producos co r desbip. He vas not only aloof, but bis 

ords oft sa ed bit bar and unkind- not conscious unldndn ss, but 

rat.her a lack of w th. His bearing si ly kept all strangers at a 

dis tance. Al though that sort of pe ent is not , strictly- peaking,. 

a f :ult, it served, in Sigel's situation, to ake th probl of his 

n position 111ore difficult , especially at the critic ents. Ho -

ever, his .tu e ed to have promise ougb when he began hi Il1111 tary 

Meanwhile in the eastern zone--the territory between the illegbani s 

th tla.ntic a:q mill tary districts and dep · ents bad been set 

up, so e probably for purposes of var, others perhaps for political 

r sons in order, for instance, to provide important c ands for inc -

p tent offia rs who b tron , influential supporters in th gove ent. 

General Benjamin F. BuUer, for example, c anded the Department of 

Virginia and North Carolina had his h quarters at Fort Monro • 

Sigel was in co and of the Dep ont of st Virgin:t • Maey- other 

c · anders headed various other dep n-ts and poai tion.s . 

ow, .t out the first of une 1862, the tactics tor the Second 

Bull Run o paign w e being planned. neral John Pop -w elee't 

c ander of the of Vlrginia. Both orthern and South rn .forces 

had begun to ass ble in large n ers for this gr t test of strengtb. 5 

4schurz , Reminiscence , II, .350. 

5aeorge A. Bruce, • , General utler' Bermuda. O paign, 11 

Operations .2!! the tlantie Co st, 1861-1865, Virgini , ~, !!!24, 
Vicksburg (Vol . of The Papers of the Military Historic Society of 
assachusetts; ostont Mill ary Historical Society of sachusett, 

1912), X)l . 



d th s tting upon which th! e1w1.e:emient was to fought wa high 

and wavy strip of ground in the Bull Run ountains of eastern irginia. 

where, on ugu t 28 , ';!,'J and .X>, untold the struggle of th Se ond Bull 

Run, or as the Confederate called it, Second Man ss • Upon th1 

historic strip of lam, lo and vi.de ountain ranges str tch along 

the pl t u, r ges interspersed with man;y wide hollows. Opon fields 

covered two-third of the surf ce of this are • Tall and rugged o , 

trees containing ll tUe urdergrowth canopied over th other third . 

Th exander and Warrenton Pike, running nearly w t , divided th 

field was the are 's o t u e:ful ll of oomnmnio ti.on. The pike 

tended over Bull Run by W".J.Y of rock bridge aontinuoo up the 

alley of a stre cal.led Young' rancb before tending oothl.y 

6 betw n two les of bills d ridge on 1 ts way to Gainesville. 

Both Confeder tes Unionists vi for control of thi rout • 

en in June 1862 neral George a. McClellan was c pell to itbdraw 

ver, the three corps 

of Gen al Irvin McDowell, Nathaniel anks !gel were e bined wxler 

t.be C nd of Major-General John Pope and ad th of Virgini • 

his a.my w order to ad c beyond the Rapp annock River 1 ediatel.y 

to protect as-hington and to ralle th pre ur th y was placing 

on that city. L :y opposit Pope, crossing 

the pidan River, advanced one wing und Longstreet to t ck Pope in 

tront. 7 

Meanwhile, on Ug t 22, two divi ion oved 1 up th river 

6tbid . , X,6. -
?Ibid. , 'YJ7. 



to Rappahannock S ti.on. Two r e i ent fro ea.oh of th se divisions 

were left to guard Kelly' s Ford. t ppa.hannook Station th two 

divisions united with the troops of cDowell and Bank • Sigel oved 

:further up the river, and his artillery blasted in the distance all 

4.5 

during th day. ~£-hen , later in th day , Banks oved up th river to try 

t o tablish contact with Sigel. After Banks had overtaken Sigel , both 

Si 

es advanced up the ppahannock , Banks o one id of the river 

on the other. 8 

On gust 2:3 General Isaac Stev arched up the J as Rl ver and 

w foll by General Jesse Reno ' a division. St vans and no soon 

o rtook ank • troops and Sigel' wagon- train, for Banks and Sigel w re 

oving very slovly and blocking the road . All the troops wor now 

advancing, but Sig 's w gon- train continually interrupt and d lay 

After st gllng o er th slippery., rain-soaked roads until 

dnigbt the f tigued troops w pemit to sleep along th 

sid of the ro until orning. Durin th .follcrwing d S el' gtU1S 

thumer ominou ly up the river, a though pitched ttl wer in 

proo ss . He v s erely wa ting a:mmuni tion on en cout and single 

hors en beyond th sT .............. 'While his huge nd poorly- regulat w gon-train 

retarded the progre s of the rest of th army until th troops were gain 

allow to rest. 

That oper tion continued, and on ugust 24, 1. 1n th af moon, 

th army arrived in Sulphur Springs. Ste~ n , who rod t th h of 

th roops to Sulphur Spring , was ed1 tel.y appro eb by Sigel . He 

sked St ens if he might take one ot Stevens• brigades and b tteey to 

8rbid. , ~ . ee al&o Buel and Johnson, eds. , B ttl 
II., 449- 'JJO, tor an account of the ond 
John Pop • 
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d ollsh a river bridge protected by en art.ill ry. Stevens , urpri 

t this e tr ty-a r otical dmiseion of both Sigel 1 and hi own 

t ops' incompetency-neverth less compiled adiat ly with the requ st. 

Then in a attar of m ents, the bridge was 1eduo to n es , so e of 

Sigel I s artillery having fired upon it. On the t-venty- fitth 1i ttle 

action on the part of th Union troop occurred. 9 ut on the twenty-

sixth e en y, ur.der the o and of General Thom s J . Jackson, over-

too tho Union forces at ulpbur Springs. Jack on c ptured not only e 

Union soldiers, but al.so t o wagon- trains loaded with supplles. 10 

By th time this disaster truck the Union troops, Pope had his 

ell under control. • Dowell gel bad their en g th r 

·arr nton Junction wb an:, other F deral troopo had 

ft.er carefully yzing his po it.ion, Pope order cDovell and Sig 

to G n svllle, to er o take oharg of both corps, for Pope was 

nots tisfied with the Ge an- erican' dil torlness in arching a.nd 

in o ying orders. ll 
, 

Popo'a righ wing oved on th twenty-eighth order and reached 

t abo t noon of the s e da.y. Wh n Pope 's troop got to 

... - ......... sa , the found out th t Jack on his troop had visi. ted th 

pl • t e Coni'ederat s b sine out, leaving old.n ruins 

a evideDOe of their tenur • Pope' right wing continued to hike toward 

C nterv.Ul • .But before reaohin their de tinatio , darkness t in, 

9g tevens, ed., IThe ecoDd B ttle of Bull Run, tt Operations 
on .!:h_ tlantic Coast, 1861-1865, Virgin! , 1862, ~, Vie burg 
(Vol. IX of the P pera of the Military ll1 torical Society of I ass bus tt ; 

o tons li.11 tary Hi toricoJ. Society of Massaehusett , 1912) , 449. 

1°tbid. , 453. 

11.zbid . , 456. 
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am they bivouacked by the sid of the road for th rest of the night. 

M hil , Pop expected cDowell and Sigel to . weep up fro ai sville 

h off ackson on the est. However , they failed to do Pope 

ticip ted .12 

Tb h ill ting fiasco which McDowell and Sigel turned this 

ent into is on of the ost unusual ar..d diseredi table oeeurr nces 

of th t c paign. The previous day, the twenty-seventh., the German-

eriean had not advanced bis whole oorp to Gainesvill as instructed, 

oving only th head of his ool , the ain part of which stretch 

k alone the road toward 'arrenton. The divisions of Generals John • 

• ck tt , and all of cDovell's 

oorpo, octended their columns in the rear of Sigel• s corp still furth r 

down the pike. or over, i el' s wagon train o! two hundred. w on .. 

block th route, although h had been ord red to send hi troop to 

Catl tt•s St tion, loo :t on the Alexandria. and Orange Court House 

Railroad. Hor all the Union w gon trains were st t1oned the 

guard of Bank's troops. 

Sigel v also ord ed to ad~ ce his corps the next day at unris 

to M se Junction. But h start . lat and t sev -thirty • 

stopped at Gain sville 'Where his troops built fires to cook bre fast. 

His on trains ain block th roads. Sigel b lleved h h 

instructions to r t hi right flank on th • exandri Oran e Colll"t 

Hou Ra.ilro d. But Sigel deviat fr his course and, inste , kept 

BAilro.a.d . Th t afternoon h r . obed the 

l2I id., 4'J'/. e nlso H Steele C ger others, . , 
The Blue !!!! I!L .Y!:!Z' I!!.! Story gt !:h! Civil ...£ e ~ !?Z P icip ts 
(2 vols.• ·m, Yorks The bbs errill Company, Inc. , 19,:l), I, 170-2:t'l. 
Thi vol "·ont ns valuabl contemporary account. of th S ond Battle 
of Bull Run. 



v.1.cinity of anas a.a Junction. Beginning at this point, a!tor he first 

tarted for C nterville and then coun er arched, he moved dolill the 

Sudl y road to Groveton, th location or tho he d of his column, by dark. 

However, h till k pt his w gon train. Reynolds, although Sigel• s 

troops and lil on train t;reatly impeded his progress, finally pushed his 

way pa.st. them, pa sed Gain oville, advanced: up e road toward 

Gro ton in order to gain his po ition on Sig l's lert. 

By nine p. • , Thur a.y, ugust 28, Rickett and King held th pik 

from Gainesvill to Groveton . eynolds as in ontact with King, who 

w s only hort distanoe e st of Grov ton; and Sigel a in touch with 

Reynold •13 

Th Pope's w swell established for a destructive attack upon 

Jackson, scheduled early the folloving morning. Th assault w s to ha 

been led by cDowell and Sigel, with Pope ' s right flank oving up 

medi tely to support th • Such a. f o . tion y have d f'e J okson 

had he chosen to fight, but he declined the unequal struggle and r t.reat 

to B a:rket to uni wi Long treet t column. Apparently Pop • s only 

opportunity for capturing or defeating Jackson t.t lost on the twenty

eigbth.14 

On the twenty-ninth the troops of Sig vane to th vicinity or 

enry an Chinn lls. They w e to be support by Gen al C 1 Schurz' s 

division d General Robert B • . lro;y's independent bl"ig e on h1 1 ft. 

th the troops Sig , th ra.nkine c 

that e , plann a sneak t ck upon the ene • M anwhil Pope bad 

1%teva , • , "The econd ttl of Bull Run, Operations ga ,!h! 
tlantio CM t, 462. 

l4Ibid., 465. 
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ordered the reserve troops in that area to report to Sigel for assignment. 

By the time the skirmish got under way, Jackson and his men were attacking 

Sigel' s forces so vigorously that Milroy was soon calling on Sigel both 

for support and for troops to plug the gap on his left.15 Schurz was also 

asking Sigel for help, and in order to meet their requests, General 

Julius Stabel was hurriedly advanced by the right flank across the field 

to support Milroy. Stevens• division advanced up the roa.d to the 

crossing of the SU<iley Pike to support Schurz. At this time some of 

Sigel's artillery had also advanced up the Pike and the Gennan-American 

could hear the roar of his guns shelling the adversary. Meanwhile, as 

soon as reinforc ents would come in Sigel would order these new troops 

to reinforce those canmanders who were pleading for support. Thus the 

troops were frittered away. As a result of this unintelligent use of 

troops the Confederates won the engage ent.16 

However , it was not an unusual scheme-as many a Civil War officer 

testified fro experience-for commanders of troops in action to crave 

support, oftentimes claiming that they were out of ammunition or that 

their flanks were endangered. And when reinforcements reached them, they 

often put the newcomers in the front line and ordered their own troops 

to the rear . This procedure is apparently what Sigel did w1 th the 

troops of the right wing as soon as they reached the battlefield. The 

live of the very best soldiers in physical. fitness, training, and 

morale wer not used to the best advantage in the b ttle . If they had 

been led by their respective commanders and thrown as a unit upon the 

opponent they would have struck him a mighty blow. They were , however, 

1 5.tbid., 466. 

16.rbid., 467. 



frittered a; y over tha fields ,. having b used siJaply to replace other 

soldiers and adding llttl.e to the ext nt or support of the battle line. 

17,000 troops while depriving th or their right to aerv, 

umer their own able and proven gen an:i us th w the l st 

possible e.1':f'eot upon the Confederates. 
17 

ter the battle, General Robert G. Schenck report to Pope that 

he ,. SChenok, st ha e been too far out because Reynolds had not 

suppor · ed. bis lin on the left. Schenck also stated that he was unable 

to get any rw artillery to vance his fight on the Pike. Sigel el ed 

that he sent Sch eek instructions to retir , but that Sch k had 

tici ted the co.................. . Ther fore, the b 

t must be attach 
18 

to each of th • 

tor tb ineorr t move-

Pope c on the b ;ttle field the day of this ense confusion am 

establish headquarters behind the Sooley Road ar Buck Hill. Although 

Pope cl eel th t h declin the co ers' request for reinforc ts, 

it is clear th the neither put a atop to the wast tal use of oldiera 

nor t pted to c b!ne th unit for assault upon th foe. 

Later in the day hen Popo w reoei ving report that s e of hi 

g arals w retreating fr Gain vill , be order th to halt. their 

t and to pursue the Oonfeder te to Gainesville. He further 

ord 

H uel P. Heintzelman, Sigel , and eno were ovi 

brief r t, the troops oved rough the woods toward rov, ton. Unable 

17Ibid . , 4ffl. 

18Ibtd. , 472. 



to stifie his imp ti nee ruzy- l onger" Pope c ene t about four p.m. 

to propar order for an all-out assaul • These orders were lay to 

one nder after other a soon uh could get in touch vith th • 

The o attack was 1aunoh 1 

defeat for the Union forces .19 

iataly, and th result wa omplete 

But all as not cmpletely settled in this var-devas ted community, 

tor August .X> was not to close without the sacrifice or ore Union 

soldiers. M anwhile , Union forces attacked a large Confeder t fore a 

short diatanc in front of Groveton, t the difference in number w s 

too gr at for the Federal troop • The £1 ht vas vigorous, bu br1 t . 

ause it w alt 1n a evenin when the b ttle e en ed, night 

b ted th unequal l nghter. This ep1 od termi t the struggle of 

the da; • 

Th Um.on armie at ti es fought erior bars , bein pushed back 

in al.mot very e gettent. tore gained ground on both 

wings in the center. 

a better ta.nd had 1 t not bo for Si el' s dellzyin t ctics which eo sumed 

e orning hours and allowed Lon street to arrive to, upport J kso 

Then Pop ' s chances ot d r ting J"a.okson w e even or r ot • o wa 

tobl for th tJnion def :tat the Second Bull nun? Sigel apparently 

e eri tici , because 0£ his trouble e roqu st for help that. 

resulted in wasting :way e weight ot th right wing. Ila.d op p d no 

tion to th c ors of Sigel Schurz and instead ang th 1r 

oldiers in ttl on h1 right, hurling th 

Confed te , then v.1.n Schurz and Milroy 

a. unit. pon th 

tb tw ty guns which 

w silent into fight, Jackson might hav, been driven back. Instead, 
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Sigol* s l"alntions with his superior officers in the East had naver 



CHAPTER V 

SERVIC IH HE T 

the tixn of ond Bull Run on August~-)), 1862 to the 

b~ginning of the ei a.rket campaign on M 15. 1864 there wa very 

11 ttl actual fi bting for Sigel. During this period anks as ign 

Si l to c and o unnam ' reserve division at Fairfax Court House, 

Vir ini t Sept ber 15, 1862. Bi new aasig ant cronsiated of training 

troop for line duty, guarding strategic po1n from Confeder te raiding 

put.1.e , d getting all po sible in.to t.ion ut en activity. 

Th se dutie requir his ervices in various loo tions. For instance, 

Fairf Court House on . t her Zl, 1862 be wrote to , 

c anding the d fens s t W _shing on, that his picke h report 

that there wa no of th t i ther e , Thorough£ 

Gap or Gain svillo, with the cept1on of minor gue.rd ; 

that th Union pickets b n red the e 1 ties by bin out e 

oppon couts; th t it s th ortain the adversary had 

troops toward Paris or shby' s G , and tb t all th 

di.ea.bl ler had boen oved to Culpep • e eapons aa!d to 

ha: n t G nesvill ere t f , th re five day b itore in .,._f'I.,.._ 

r l.ro cara journoyi ig toward Front Roy • 

JIIH.JCT'l'l:nton, lJI'ote Sigel, :reported to be 1n th pos ession of two 

ousand oldierst man,y of th · ill d hurt. His picket di tch to 

arrenton Junction h not r turn • Sigel wrote further 
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d r l~ the e sage a to the ..,.ta.twa of the en y troops t 

tho a places on hi sc.outs came b k. Stahel , al 'W1 six hundred 

hor en, 

ware on their w to ant ville. other Union 

c valry group h gon to · nesville. Colonel a.tha.niel eL , con-

.. i el, had not dis tched a. report to hi · sine he lef't Bristoe. 

Hovavar, igol aid th t h expectod report from lrl.m by Sopt oor 28. 1 

ano er dis rr ourt House--tbi time fro Si el 

el reportEd tha Maj Charles 

of ore w t die the previous d :y \ii th the Ninth N v 

or Co~ er te Gener J . • B. Stuart' hors· en at a brid in di • 

Knox also reported to Si el that th ae ether picket of 

S·nart•s column, whi h arri v, in di two d e llrand sth 

on its way di to ddlabur . 

to die fr the outb $1 · o Bull 

said th t ho h sent twO " egro fro 

s , portD.nt 1 ormation. Th s N groe 

te artill bad oved back s 

con rlpt& t:ecentl:,; 

been 

vane up 

!ount.ain. On Octcb r 2 Sig 

to eintzehum ldth 

portion or 

bur ; that ey had not . 

t oy w hungry !r \J t 

of food. S e Con.fooerato piclcet h ba n nt a Bria.to St tion on 

the orning of ctober 2. 2 

1s1 to • P. Banks, p ber Z1, 1862, Of!lci 
Artti.e, S • I, · 01. lll , Pt. 2, 363. 

2s1gel to H. • Halleck, October 2, 1862, !!?!sl• , ';f/8. 
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Am from Fat.rt". . Court House on ., tob r 25, 1862 Si 

o s that he recei no info ation fr Leesburg. Th Unio 

cavalry especially assign t Al.die reported that a all Confed at 

party or eight en wa in th t c ty fev days before. Si wrote 

that Union troop reported s ing bright light i n the vioini ty of 

L e bur at eight forty- fiy p •• the previo night and th t th light 

had shone for thr inutes b9f or 1 t was extinguished. group o 

F eral troops f nesville , ev ore, H~ Market, and 

Thoroughfar ap, c by M jor Willi of th Sixth Mo 

Ca ry, c o in on the morning of' October 25. Sigel fur er repor ed 

nemy troop w s t New B timore. as 

SttJU111CU1. and bi n pass thrCJUih 'Thoroughf w fir 

upon Cont erate guerilla , who wound en. 

- erlo t the r,ai.ucw)-s Gap Railroad wa. open 

to ont Royal. 

further th th ordered a survey party out on Octo 23, 

under O tai.n Everton G. Cong , Third lrginia C valry, and that they 

v to have gone by y f D vis• ord to frie , tat.ford Springs, 

and r ton Junction with in tructions to c e k by of C tl tt's 

S tion and i tol S tion to Junction, her group of Unio 

troop ot th st Vi nt C :valry, c anded by C ta.in H nry c. Flint, 

w stationed. t th same hour, a group of the land bor en s 

order to Bristol Station. Enrout f'o:rc oach 

unction t o'clock •• on Octob r 24, wh n t 

one , th wbol Union s e Junction was pushed b by th 

. opponent. vi th th lcs of two otfic (Lieut nant J. Patter on 

gernon s. Dorsey) fifteen • 



, aid Sigel, t four p •• , Co er as arc.bing from Catlett• 

Sta ion tow d · ristoe Station vi th ap,proxiln t ly forty m when a 

group of Confecl at hors en fired upon h a.bout o miles uth of 

Bristol Station. But Conger his n r out ed the Confederate troops, 

wrote i el, returning by ~y of Manassas Junction to Fairfax Court 

House. Sigel d b regretted to report that be los th service of 

Conger. During the attack , his horse became l e , preventing hia 

escape fr the Confederates . His brother (First Liau-r..nTu•n 

Conger of the Third Virgini C valry) and one soldier of th o pany e 

so ssing, Sigel aid. Twelv of the Contedor te cavalrymen, at 

l t, had b n kill or wound • Sig ts en captured tw e 

oldiers hor s . 

It appeared to .;;iigel th t th Oonf erates proo ed from arr ton 

Junction with a powerful force in order to survey the Union• s n.r1,1TAr1n 

location, sending approximat ly one-hundred and filty to HaJ:18.S 

J tion and one-hundred an t enty-fi sol.di r to Bri tol Station, 

the vbole group ntly r turnin to Warr nton unctio Sigel 

stated that h furt.her 1 arn oot only f persons fl ing fro 

the :versary but al o from other dependable ourc that the An,:im1v 

had a oup of two tho hors en, consisting or the S ond orth 

Caroli , the Sev nth and 'l' lfth lrg1ni , and a al..l group of foot 

soldiers, with s artillery, at arrenton. The size of their infant.?7-

n w reported variously to b f o comps.ey to t'Wo re ent . 

though th r no y, there e arry scouts at Warrenton JUDCtion, 

Fr erl ~sburg. o ne e troop 

ev wer di tched from \linehester to The Conf erate , 

d Sigel, were only oper ting o r 1road train& that we to 



Warr ton Junction and renton. Sigel s d that bi pie ets h d 

sent to different locations that he would hav, ore information to 

report ~en they turned . Th an- orican o d th the 

thought it d irable to ttach either a signnl corps unit to his co and 

or at 1 t two or ore ignal officers. 3 

ain from ri'ax Court House, tbi s t on ov bor 18, 1862 

Sigel wrot to Colonel Lewis Richmond th t tho en of his comtaarilCl corps 

were. in th followi g location I th& F.1.rst Division, th.at of Stahl, t 

Chantilly; the Thi Division, th tot von teinwebr, b t C ti.Uy 

prot t th rai 

y to vance to Chant.illy or C terville, and to 

s 1 acling to Hunter' Mill and Vienna; the ount 

troop were loei..t n Gain svill, Al.die, Leesburg. Tho ha -

quarters of this group, wrote Sigel, was at Fairfax Court Hous • very 

r abl scout r port th t Conf e t general Jubal • Farly, i th 

ni thousand troop , s near Shepard I s Mill, behind th Sh oah, and 

L ay tt McL w , with nine thousand troop ... , w on the other sid of 

sbby' s p . J kson himself vas only a tbr e-days1 

vill , wrote Sigel. Colonel Tho s T. unford•s hor 

fr rry-

a part of 

Stuart• ounted en were supporting th , and th y h vaneed th pa. t 

d s near N w Bal.ti ore, Rectortown, Middleb g. 4 

t Stafford Court House , 1/irgini , on January 10, 1863, g 1 

orders signing him to w command. Sigel wrote th in 

eo l l ance with orders in his possession f tbe Headquarter of the 

h aa:!ll\ml~!d. tbe o and of the and Reser'Vi Divi ion, 

3sig l' port, Oetob 25, 1862, !!?!g., lCO • 

.lisigel to L wie Rie ond, o ber 18, 1862, .;:;.;;:;.;.;;;;;.;..;==:. =-=,.;;;;;;;.' 
==-:;.JO• er. I, Vol. I, TIO. 



which included the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps. Stabel was then ranking 

officer on duty with the Eleventh Corps, and Sigel said that he under

stood that Stabel would assume command of that unit. 

Sigel ordered the leaders of the corps under his command to mail 

in, with the least possible delay, reports of the strength and activities 

of their uni ts and that hereafter the official reports, sent on the tenth, 

t-wenti.eth, and final days of the month, would be dispatched to Colonel 

· T. A. Maysenburg, assistant adjutant general at the Stafford Court House 

headquarters. 5 

At Stafford Court House on January 21 , 1863 Sigel dispatched 

information to Major General J.C. Parke, Chief of Staff, to the effect 

that his troops were guarding the most strategic roads the previous 

evening and were approached by a party of Confederate cavalry, fifteen 

or twenty, who possibly were nothing ore than an intelligence force . 

Sigel said that he sent, at sun up , a small reconnoi taring force, led 

by several of his captains, to open th routes on the Warrenton road, 

Elk Run road, and that road which extended to Stafford Springs. He 

ordered guards to Kellysville, to Wheatley Post-Office, and to the then 

unnamed Ulysses Ford. Sigel said that he could have more completely 

cleared all of those roads if he had a greater force under his command. 

He sent guards out on all the pikes besides that of his outpost, one 

and one-half miles on tbe Elk Run route. Apparently, Sigel did not 

suspect activity from enemy raiders. However, a change was soon made 

in his comm am. 6 

5sigel to T. A. Meysenburg, Army Headquarters, January 10 , 1863, 
~., 962. 

6sigel to John G. Parke, January 21, 1863, ~., 991. 
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7!:ie Reserv Grand Di vision was abolished and Sigel s a sign 

the Eleventh Corps, earlier a part of the Reserve Grand Divisi on. Not 

satisfied with the ai of his co arxl, Sigel tried to have th Eleventh 

Corps e larger, am not sue eeding, sked on February 12, 1863 to be 

~eved his assignment, expressing, however , a desire to ain 

in the service of the United St tea . In justification, Si.gal said that 

hi poor heal th wa hi reason for requesting a t.enporary release 

rvic •7 

On ebrua.ry 19, th request was referred by Halleck w Secretary 

of War Stanton and subm1 tted by hi to Pr sident Lincoln. The Chi f 

Ex uti ve• s action was te1egraph to General Jos h Hooker in this 

stat ents e h given General Sigel as good o and as he can., 

and desires him to do the b t h can w1 th 1 t . • But Sigel w a till not 

satisfied. Be left th army on le :ve, and the c nd of his corps 

devo1ved temporarily upon Stabel , who h bald it under Sigel in the 

Reser,re Grand Division. when Sigel turned to active duty in the 

er of 1863, he was thereafter assign subordinate commands. 

Meanwhile , Sigel received personal c unications from President 

Lincoln on th subject of a.king his corps larger. Lincoln disp tched 

this essage to Sigel on JanuAry 26, 186). The President wrote, 

I have tried, in regard to General Schurz and General. Stahl, 
to oblige all around; but it seems to g t wors and worse. 
If' General Sigel would say distinctly unconditionally 
what he desi s done , about the command of the force be ha , 
I would try to do it; but when he has plans conditioned upon 
'lff3 raising new fore s , which is 1fconvenient for e to do , it 
is drawing upon e too severely. 

7Hiedner , "Franz Sigel,• in Malone and others , eds. , Dicti nap: gt 
erican Biograph;[, fflI, 15.3. · 



fbe Pr sident followed with letter on February 5, expressing regret 

for his sho of i 1p tienoes 

General wehurz thinks I wa a little ero a in 'CY late note to 
you. If I was, I ask pardo If I g t up a. 11 ttle temper I 
have no sufficient tim to keep it up. I bellev I 'Will not 
now issue any new order in relat ion to the atter in qua tion; 
but I will be obliged, if Gen ral Hook consistently oan , and 
will give an increased C vulry e am to General Stahl. You 

a.y show · neral Hook this letter if.' you ehoosa. 9 

On July 6, 186.3 Si.gel · as order by Seer tary or War Stanton to 
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report to General D. N. Couch for duty t R 
10 

ng, Pennsyl vani • Upon 

tak:t ng ov, at ing, Si cl \II'O Stan.tons IIJn b on:, w1 th yollr 

tted self to Major-General Da.rius • • Couch, at 

Hs.r:risbur, for service s c · ander of the mill ti 

and volunt rs t Rea.di 

Sigel found fi thou thr onth oldiers, loosely organ! zed 

into regi. ent und r ii structione to march to Harrisburg. H did all 

he could to co pl te th organization of ho e r gimente and sent every 

o pany forward as oon as it vas supplied and arm • On July 1.3 only 

one organizea and regiri1 nt was left 1 P..ead1ng, thi group w 

perfomin camp and provost-gtUrd duty wbtle two other r gl nta ware 

being organiz • Si el r ked th t during th t w k these three 

cheduled l ve R ng, that for all h kn w, no 

nev enllst!llsnts vere expeot.ed to arri to repl e the old troops. 

Sig said th t the pl to aonc ntrat-0 group of two thou . oldiers 

there h not bee..'1 aceo pli od . Sigel nformed Stanton of that r t in 

9Ibid •. , 9:3. 

lOJobn s . Schultz to Sigel, July 6, 186.3, Of'.f'icial Recordss .Arm1e , 
Ser. I, Vol . XXVII , pt. 3, S63. 

llsigel to • I • Stanton, July 13, 186.3, !Ja!!!. , 682. 



61 

order that the 

duties there. 

rotary of ar might be acquainted with his position and 

On ·larch 8, 1864, wh1-le Si e l w i n c . and of the Di trict of 

Lehigh vi th headquarters at R ·ing, P ,,nnsylva.ni , Pres! en Lincoln 

appoint hi to the CCl!l!llw:id of the De artment of ·ost Virgini Con-

sequently, on arch 10, he a.rri ved at Clmberl , .. a.ryland, the 

~ters of departmont. Since Grant had t this t unr e 

eomr,and of the arm.e and int ti.ate:? prepara:t.ions !or .sign, 

Sigel found it vis ble to attange the activities of bis dep t so 

that the bulk of his forces would be "J la.bl as auxiliary foroe in 

the c8.L'lpaign. Furth mor<,, it w s paramountl 1 porta.nt that the 

Bal ti e and Ohio Railroad-the short st line of eo a tion between 

a.sbington and Cincinnati-be protect also. To cOI:Jplish these ends, 

troops were str t . eally stationed ong the rail line, the intrenoh

ments at Harper• s Ferry · r extended and strengthened. Also, military 

constructions proc eded at Martinsburg, CW:iberland, Grafton, and Clarksburg. 

Sigel authorized these act1 t.i.e so as to protect these places fr 

attack by Con!ederat raiding parties. thermor , blook-hous s ere 

built to co mand the portant points on t.be al timore and Ohio, and 

iron-clad railroad oars, each · ed w1 t h a all a.rt:1..11 ry piece, wer 

procured. Finally, Sie 1 eaw to 1.t th t pontoon-brid.:.o built over 

the river at .Filling .. ~tors bet'W en He.rper's Ferry and Uillla.uisport. 

After rearr ging the tivitie of his dep nt, Si l expected by 

the middle o! pril to b ve fore 0£ bout aJ ,000 en ready for service 

in the field . 

However, on March 29, Gensral E. O. c. Ord ppeared at Sigel's 

Oumb rlam haadqu ters with a lett r fro Grant c anding hi to 



assemble inmediately 8,000 infantry and 1,500 hand-pioked cavalry (all 

these besides artillery) and to outfit them with ten deys1 rations at 

Beverly so that they oould mereh by · a;y of Covington to Staunton.. Ord 
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s to co and the so troops, uhi ob •,.er0 to be ready to sta..-rt i thin ten 

daya. In another letter, Sigol r ooei ired o ors to mov a large wagon 

train up the val.lo:, to unit with the troop of Ord and General Geor e 

Crook. bout a veek earlier Gr nt had sutl!llon d Crook' fo:oe... o a.id in 

the campaign. h.ccordingly, Sigel attempted to carry out his co ams , 

but heavy rains prevented him from ass bling the full quota of troops, 

only 6,,:)0 boing :vailabl unless b left the entire region from Ha...""J)sr' s 

F rr:, and Martinsburg Columbus and PaJ.·kers urg to the mercy of enemy 

forces. Sigel ther , on informed rant of the eirc stanoes, and, at 

this point , Ord asked Gr t to be relieved from the eommand of these 

troops. Grant eou:.plled nd oil pril 17 Colonel o •• Bab-cock ssumed 

Q and.. 

The plans called for Croo1 to raid gainst the Virginia and Tennessee 

Railroad and ew PJ. ver Bridge with the be.,.t an strong at of the combined 

fprces of Ord and himself , hile the remaind adv. ed into the Shenandoah 

Val.lc;y to point at least as far as Ce1ar Creek as diversionary ove-

ent. The diversion was to take plaae a few days before ay 2, the date 

of General Croo ' s main att ek. In oonfol--mi ty i th th arrang ents for 

the raid , Sigel left Cumberland on April 25 fer ..- artinsburg, inspected 

the troops assembled there, d moved to Bunke Rill on A ril ':8 Id to 

Winchester on Mq l . Crook's raid proved sw:cessful , aDd , after 

defeating the enemy in trio of ski !shes, and after destroying a 
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bridg and considerabl track of the Virgini and Tennessee Railroad, 

her turn safely to Meadow Bluff, arriving there on 19. 12 

illi W • V rill 

oved 2,000 cavalry n t Saltville, inte.trl1ng . o destroy the alt 

works there, but fter skirmishes t Saltv.1.lle and Wytheville; h w 

forced to withdraw without having Callpleted bis objeotiv • Averill 

therefore follow-ed Crook on bis homeward march to t.h Union o • During 

this e Sig 1 also directed diversionary forces into th Shenandoah 

Valley, hearing that only Confed ~te General George • Imboden' s 

caval.17 and infantry- 3,000 strong in total--wero all that occupied the 

Valle,-. Si.gel's strategy w a to imuc neral J . C. recldnrid to 

divart forces into the Vall ry, to assist both Crook and :v rill. 

cordingly, Colonel Jacob Higgin , w1 th 500 cavalry, aIJd Colonel 

Willi Boyd, w1 th ))0 select hors • were dispatch on this mi sion. 

But a d rte.c nt frca Inboden' brigade routed Gener ward Hi gins 

b tveen ardensvllle am Moorefield on ~ 9, pursuing him north toward 

Conf ed re.te fore bushed Boyd on bis way from the Luray 

feating bi inflicting losses of 

124 men a)() hor e · . 

o during the period of Crook's raid, neral. J . c. Sul1i an's 

di vision . t Winchester joined th troop at Cedar Creek on q 9 and 

on lo Sigel• cavalry, a..tter SCl!le sid.rm.ahing, occupi . ood toak. 

Here, the entir telegraphic correspondence bet\oleen General eokinrldg 

and bod o and the c ander or General Q. R. Gilmor • cavalry, 

1%uel, ed., ttles _ Leaders, Vol. IV, Pt. II, 1;17. Sigel b 
a well written count of the b ttle of ew ark t in this vol e . To 
th charg B of inco p tonoy leveled at bi leadership in this battl , h 
s s, in s e inst~ee, to cl.ear bi self. 

\ 



. tationed at Wood tock, fell into Si gel's hands . 

important disp tch intercept one th t direct 

ng a number of 

Captain Sturgis 

D vis, p ably at Woodstock, to tab particularly any r.iov ent on 

the part o:,. igel' s troop toward Grant's a.rmy. another disp tch, 

d ted Staunton, Mq 10, al.$0 to Davi , stated that Lee was driving tho 

""""~- before h at all points . Then to gain ore information, Sigel, 

on M 13, ordered forward two r gj.ments of inf tr,y, under Colonel 

ugustus Moor, assisted by 500 of the First ev York (Lincoln) C valry, 

under Major Ti thy Qui This force encountered part of Imboden' s 

ount Jackson on 1ay 14, drove th aeros the Sh rumdoah, 

took po session of th bridge, follow th a f as Market , 

seven miles beyond Mount Jackson, or nineteen 11 f:roJll Sig 's forces 

at \ioodstock. 

On the s e day Si el learned th t Br kenridge was on the arch 

do'Wll th Valley, and raallzin the defensive erit of Mount ackson, 

he ordered bis troops to ove t fi a. • on th following day. t 

bout ten a. •• they arrived t ount J k During this tim , both 

Moor and Major T. F. Long--an officer of Averill's staff' t poraril.y 

ttached to Sigel• s headquartore--1nform Sigel that they var in good 

po 1 ti.on for a battl • Captain Carl Heint , of Stabel ' s st· , reported 

to Sigel th t reckinrldg was in force in Sigel• s front request 

the us of two batteries of artillery. Sigel wrote that he then decided 

th t a retr t would b adverse ffect on bi troops• orale and 

that h fully realized the str tegic alue of 1 w arket, a vill ge 

c nding th road to Luray, Oulpep , and Charlott sville, s 11 

th road to Brock' G p Moorefield. Sigel ther fore r solved 
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Jackson. 

in check until his a.in fore s arrived f Fort 

13 
i th these reinforc ent he pl nned to give battle. 

Sigel. had v.i. th him 5, ~o infantry arxi artillery, with -;e guns and 

1,000 cavalry. He estimated the Breck:1.nr!dg and Imboden force at 

5,000 infantry 2, 000 cavalry. He hastened forward to J w arket, 

arriving there at noon before the enemy began to attack. H then 

realized th t all of his troops could not reach a position close to 

New ket. Consequently, he ordered Moor to evacuate his position 

slowly, covered by cavalry, and to fall back into neY position about 

three-quarters of a le north of New Market , and to the right and left 

of the pike leading to ount Jackson. During this ti e, Sigel ant 

Captain Charl s. cEntee and H. s. Pu back to General J . c. 

Sull1.van, with orders to bring forward all his troops \dthout delay. At 

the ent when Moor as approaching the new line fr hie poai tion in 

advance, Captain .Justin Pend erg st, com~ano.er of S1gel ' s scort, report 

to Sigel that all of Sullivan's infantry and artillery had arrived, the 

h of e column being in s1 t, a.nd that th awaited order • 

Acting on this report, Sig l posted Carlin's Captain Alonzo 

Snow' a b tteri on the extr e right of the line. He deployed Colonel 

Joa ph Thoburn's brigade (34th .fa.as hu tts, First West Virginia, and 

54th Penn l va.nia.) on the left of th batt ries, while he ordered oor 

to form on hoburn I s left. However , only two of oor' s r giments (18th 

Co atiout and 123rd Ohio) o into po 1 t.ion on the right and left of 

C ptain Albert Von lleiaer1 s battery, and a short distance in advano of 

Thoburn' s line. The 12th West Virgin! and Henry Du Pont• s b ttery took 

13 Ibid., 488. 
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position behind the rigb t of Thoburn' s brigade as a reserve, and four 

oompani s of ths.t regi nt were posted behind the batteries on the right 

for their support. company of the 34th f asachusetts was placed on the 

extr rigLt, sandviched between th attt .. r.ies and the river in order 

ovement through the voods and along the river. Captain 

Cha T. Eliing1 o b3.ttery vs on the e:xtr e left, and distance 

behind the cavalry. Skirmishers vere di ployed to Sigelf s front . Sigel 

arranged the right ldng and vas proceeding to th left to obser the 

disposition of his troops when the approaching lines of the enemy ppeared 

on the crest of the bills opposite Sigel.'s front, that is, to the north

west of New ket. 

Sig 1' sldrmishors b gan to tall back, and Sno 's b tter.y on Sigel' s 

right opened fire. Sigel ordered the 34th aasaehusett to kneel and to 

dell var their fire by file as soon as the enemy was w1 thin eff ecti Vi 

range. vere conflict at close range followed, the Conf erates repe tedly 

charging w1 th intense determination but bein oooly repulsed by the 31.,th 

Massacbus tts, l t 1 st Virgini , and 54th Pennsylvania, and the ba teries. 

0 er all the battle the skies pour d torrent of rain on the troops aDd 

the wind-a Confederate wind--drove the smoke fro th lines into the faces 

of Sigel's force • The first Confederate charge recoiled, and cheers rang 

from the throats of Sigel's en. 

Then, for thirty minutes, Confederate fir 1 shed the Union lines. 

When 1 t ceased, the enemy gain rose fro their positions and charg , 

tbi time against Sigel's batteries. Lieut t Ephrain Chalfant of 

Carlin's b ttery then rode hurri ly up to Sigel and blurt that h 

could not hold hi sition. Sig 1 ed1ately ord rod two co panie of 

the 12th st Virginia to advance protect th pieces , but, to his 
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a.ston:1 hment, they £ iled to respond to both entreat! s and reproaches, 

r aining as they were. This because the smok fr the enemy's 

infantry fire on tho 1 ft and the batteries on the right became so den 

th t the oldier~ could not distinguish friend from foe. Then,. in a 

desperate fort to :ve his guns, Sigel determined to counter-charge 

his tire right wing under Thoburn' s c and. Shots were fired and th 

charge ade in gallant. style, bu · the onfederates rallied just as 

valiantly, recei ed Sigel' s line with de a ting fire, and shoved 1 t 

back to its f orner position. However, before the charge was ade, 

Sigel' s extr e left wing had collaps two pieces of Von Kleiser•s 

battery oh ed bQ.D.ds. Then, when Thoburn' s reg! ents ser bled back, 

strewing the ea with killed and wound , the Coni'eder tes, reading 

upon their heels, a.gain turned against the batteries on Sig l's right, 

rending th air vi th high-pitched sc s . Then Sigel bitterly r allzed 

th t the battery vas lost shes :w en am horses in th t. ar t bling 

14 to the ground. 

Theretoz e, Sigel reluctantly ordered Carlin to wi thdr his pieces 

in suce asion, by s tions fro the right, and to take position on a. 

height, a short distanae in the rear. But Carlin, who act as chief

llery officer, suddenly galloped back 1n hot h te, his ent.1.re 

co t ling in bis wake. Since some or the horses of two pieces 

wer dead, the guns w re abandoned to th Confederates. Sigel•s entir 

posi ti.on v s not untenable, so h retrea hi inf try, which the 

e pursued for hort distance. During this retreat, while the 

artillery vas ehuntod across o. or ek, another piece was ab on , th 

hor s being le to pull it through the mud . Sigel himself de perately 

l.4zb1d. , 1.89. 



pted to save 1 piece, the trailing enemy sld.rmisber almost 

capturing h • Sigel restor order and ra.llled his troops, forming 
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on line oppos1 te th Dunker Church and west of the turnpi~e 

leading to o t Jackson, about three-quarters of a le fro the battle 

field. Here, Sigel :w a dark line brisWng on Rude's Hill dis-

co red \d.th consternation that it w s the 28th nd ll6th Ohio, the 

two ragi ent..s unfortunately not with bi during the battle. Then, 1n 

half an hour, Sigel arched his troops back toward Rude's Bil.l, foming 

th entire co and in line with the 28th and ll6th Ohio on th extr 

left. 

t this tili'le Sigel met Sullivan. They concluded .not to wait 

onoth tt ck due to the severity of their losses. Sigel' s regi ent 

th t had borne the brunt of the battl were ne ly out of uni tion and 

would h :ve not tor sup y themselves fro thew gon train to the 

rear and beyond the bridge. Sigel and Sulll van believed th ,ir position 

w snot ood on , being co anded by Confederate guns po t ed on a. hill 

in front of gel's left. Si am Sullivan also reali ed that in the 

e~ nt of defeat the bridge vas the only scape route over the ro.in.

ollen river. 'lhe enemy cannonaded desultorily as Sigel and Sullivan 

conferred, but no ttack c e . Then, the confer e concluded, Sigel 

'Withdrew his troops over the bridg to Mount Jackson in good order. 

There they would have r ained, but S1gel 1s flanking cavalry, nnd r 

Boyd and Hi ggins, respectively, had be aoumly th ped by th Confederates. 

Therefore, Sigel' flanks and rear were unprotect • Furth or, Sigel 

had a a)(} wagon supply train with hi , destined tor Crook should Si l 

ha Joined hi • All of Sigel I bul nc s, as well as a part of the 

gon train, were filled with wunded who could not be sent back unless 
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Si dispatch a -lar detachment to ace pany th • Tber fore., Sigel 

thought it e t to return his all army to Cedar Cr ek, diseng g it 

fl-an 1 s 1 pediments, reoeiv expect reinforc nts, and then-

depending on th oirc -stance --eith r ain there or advanoe again. 

Si el arrived. vi th all his troops behind the Shenandoah at. Mount. 

Jackson 11 ttle befor 7aOO p . • and plac himself behind i 11 Cree • 

Th ·re they wer safe, as e muddy creek was rain-swollen and could not 

be ford , and tho en oould not pas over 1t in the ac of the Union 

line. But to bo sur th t Confederates could not follow, to ensure 

a nee sary and . oles two-hour rest for the troops, to g in ti e for 

preparations t C ar Ore k 'When he arrived there, and to deoei. ve 

Breckinridge in regard to a later return advano by Union troops, Sigel 

d strcy the brid over th north bra.nob of the Shenandoah. Thus, 

Sigel ' a ret eat fro Rude I Hill to Cedar Cr w s quite orderly. 

The lose on both sid in the b ttJ.e were gr tin proportion 

s verity oi' th clash. ount 

Jackson, Sigel and his troops aoh Fdinburg by a night's arch t 

7t00 a •• on May 16, where, after two hour ' rest, he proc ed to 

Strasburg, Virgini , arriving th e at 5s00 p. • F.arly in th orning 

on M 17, Sigel o oo Cedar Cr k and camped on the a heights 

be had depart -week pr vious. 

On ay 18 Sig l dispatch a .dotae ent or e valry, infantry, and 

artillery to occupy Str burg. On e fallowin day the new of Crook' 

military ceess reached Ced Creek , ere ng, of course., much enthusiastic 
' 

talk ong the Union force • Sigel then telegraphed to Crook to mo.rch to 

Staunton, and rant th.a e day instructed Sigel hi sali' to aroh to 

Staunton. On that s e day Si gel was informed that Hunter bad been 
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igned co and of the Deps.r nt of West Virginia aZ¥i would talce ch 

0£ the troops. This be did at Cedar Creek on May 21. Then, ftor 

friendly conversation, Hunt requested Sigel to re a1n in the d partment. 

Sig 1 coepted Hunter 's offer the following day, taking c and of the 

erve Division, which co riseil all the t.roops at Harper • Ferry am 

all those along the lines of the Baltimore ~ Ohio. That same d 

Sig said farewell to his troops and dep 

15 
irgini , headquarter of the di vis1 n . 

for st 

On Mq 24, 1864, \lhile station at nsburg, Sigel wrote that in 

co pllanco with instructio fro Hunter he now too COmin&lllQ. of bo th 

erve Oi vision and the troops in front of the line of the Bal.til!lor 

Ohio Ra11road who were not included in th organization of the army 

in tbe field . But Brigadier General jamin ' . Kelley, Sigel under tood, 

ws to take over the OOm·, L;J~o.u of the soldiers .from Sleepy Creek to Wheeling 

and Parkersburg, and General Max Webb r those in the ar Sle p;y 

Creek to nocacy R1 r. ill dispatch sand replies we-re to be compiled 

and forwarded to 97senburg, the as i tant adjutant g neral., at Sigel's 

headquarters.16 

Again fr Martinsburg, on June 20, 1864, Sigel wrote the Adjut t

General in ashington th t elloy h d dispatched from 

Ma.17land, the news that Captain John ggs, with group of the Pendleton 

H e us.rd numlmring about thirty soldi rs, was a.ssaul ted near Peter bur 

the pr viou day, Jun 19, by :bout sixty Conf derate scouts or Captain 

John H. MoNeill •s troops 1 by Lieut t nrds • Dol • Sigel 

l'i-.. . 
... ~., 490-491. 

1 6sigal to • • a.ysenbu.rg., jutant-Gener 's Office, tay 24, 
1864, Official ordss Armies, Ser. I, Vol. XXXVII, Pt .. 1, 5.33. 
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tat that th latt drov the Union pickets into th woods, took 

several horses, and s t fi to on on. However, Boggs rallied his 

troops and recaptured the train , killing Dolen and f ev of his soldiers. 

fter being stationed at l artinsburg , st Virginia, for several days , 

Sigel was then ordered back to l- aryland . 
17 

Meanwhile , from Maryland Heights, Maryland, on July 8, 1864, Sigel 

telegra to the jutant-General in hington, th he bad just 

eived info ation fr Stu.hel in Pleasant Valley th t the opponent 

dvancing in powerful bers, reportedly con ti tuting c plet 

corps, in the Middl ton Valley. Only few minutes before Sig l t 

s t ent fro Harper's F rry reporting that bis advance from aryland 

H ighta w h ted at tiet Creek. Fro all the inform tion that he 

h in his posses · on, 1 t appear certain that the whole 1'orce of the 

Conteder tes was advancing to Frederick. En oapti v s confirmed this 

stat ent in regard to th dispo ition of th en y e.rmy.18 

1 Sigel w s s tioned t M l Heights, aryland, his troops 

skirmished in defense 0£ shington td tb a Confederate force commanded by 

• ly. The following is wh t Early had to report about his o ratio-11 

against shingtons 

After driving Sigel• s ole force of several thousand en to 
Maryland Heights and d nstrating nst h , I moved on 
th 8th of July, around his force through Boonborougb , Fox 's 
and Cr pton' s ps , and t FrEderick City on the orning 
of the 9th, driving the Gne y's e va1ry through the ity.19 

17Sigel's Report, June 2>, 1864, ~ . , 167. 

l8sigel to T •• Maysenburg, Adjutant-General• Office, July 8, 
1864, !!?!g,. , 180. 

l9Jubal A. ly's Report, July 14, 1864, ibid., 347. 
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Meanwhile, the· military a.uthorlt.ies had by this time deeided that 

Sigel was not sufficiently aggresaive. Consequently, on Jul.y 7,,. 1S64 

Grant removed him .from comma.ml for the rest of the war .. al He retired to 

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, to recover bis heal.th and work for Lincoln's 

reelection, lmt he did not separate himself from the army' until tbe 

following spring. 



CH TER VI 

fflE YEARS ER 

On 4, 1865, Sigel resigned bi c sion in the United States 

and oved to Bal.ti re , Maryland . Like ost tal nted en, he wa 

ver til.e in his abili tie , and not lo after he e llshed his 

sidence in B ti.more he became editor of the Baltimore 'ecker, a 

Gema.n newspaper of th t city and far cry tr the occupation of a 

g eral in the army. This post be held for o year • 

Th n, in 1867, he gain oved , this time farther north , to Nev York 

City, 'Where he spent the r aind of his life. But in Nev York City bis 

innate ability a.in launch bi into a new phere of a.otivity

polltic . For in that booing sea.port etropolis, the prestige Sigel 

enjoyed ediately brought hi to the attention of th German elem nt. 

of th t city, , with their support , thi aloof little G an- rican, 

whose lifelong strong point had been the c pacity for leadership , w ged 

a spirit d battle for the position of Seer tary of the S te of ew York. 

But ly befo ington, overwhelmed him £or h 

vas defeated in this election of 1869. 

However, th1 JAa?\V- eided man did erve as pension agent in ev York 

City in th yea.rs fr 1866 to 1869 and in 18'71 he bee Collector ot 

Internal. Re e , serving um.or President Grant. He v al.so a ember of 

a o s ion which visited Santo Domingo and reported to Congre s in 

f or of ann xation. After Gr t's years as pr sident, Sigel receiv · an 

appoi ent to the position of Registr$I' of New York City. 

73 
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other ability of Sig l was his c paei ty to spe both w 11 and 

interestin ly before an audience, a oircum which• al g with 

1'urth newsp per activities, kept him firmly- entrenched in th publlo 

eye. In ev ork City h was al o both editor and publisher of the 

Deutsch s Volksbl t , a promine t rman newspaper. Alwq independent 

nded, the 11 ttle G an-American supported General • s. Hancock for 

president on the De oera.tic ticket in 1$00, but in 1896 he thre his 

aupport behind Willi cKinley, a Republic • e wa for the an rather 

than th party. 

Y t, sandwich ong bis political ctivitiee, were the lectures 

h continued to dell r on mill ta.ry and historical. subj t • Furtbe ore, 

be gain enter th publishing bu.sin ss, supervising the efforts of 

writer of copy for th Nev York Montblz fro, 1897 to 1900. This 

gazin w a printed partly in Eh llsb. and partly in Germ and w 

d voted to the interests of Gel'!ilan... oriean citizens. Sigel's linguistic 

skills, together w1 th ckgrotmd that embraced two eontine te, 

thoroughly qual.ified him for th editors ip of this bi-lingual newspaper . 

a love of free go over b en the ruling pasaion of Sigel's 

life, and al though his mill tary success was not the ost distinguished, 

his prompt and ardent support o the Union was significant factor in 

uni ting behind the Union i deal.a the large German population of the Nort.h . 

Finally, early in 1902, s b fitted an old battle- oarr warrior, Sigel 

wrote r inesoences covering those troubled year or 1848 and 1849 , when 

h was forced to nee his fatherland . Thea retro peetion were published 

a.broad--in bis tiv many. These writing vere the final contribu-

tions of significance in eventful life, for on August 21, 1902, Sigel 
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died in ew York City at the ge of 78. He was buried in th same city 

on t 24,. Surviving him ere his wife and five children.l 

Sigel's ideals, s am.fasted primarily in his Civil ·ar tivi.ti 

r ai.ned elelll' and harp in the inds of many men. At the funeral of 

Si l, Carl Schurz, a surviving cont ,porary of Si gel , paid a. gl,;1wing 

tribute. Schurz spoke of his experieooes with Sigel, fomly recalling 

the m ori s he had of bis brother- in- arm of two wars , both of which 

were fought for human rights and human liberty. The first of these tvo 

w s, explained Schurz, had been an insurrootionary war in the old 

fatherland, fought in an tteritpt to chieve national unity and popular 

government; th econd had been a war bich suco ssfully strove to per-

p tu te a totally different form of gove ent, but one which upheld 

those e ideals Si.eel bad first fought for in his original h land. 

Thus, the 11 ttle Gennan-, erioan had been · consistent eh pion of 

h justice and .freedom .• 

Schurz phasized that these sa.?te ideal which forced Sigel to flee 

firs G any and then all of Europe dre him, as if predestined, to th 

n world and into the cause of the Union.- And in en.ca he found the 

realization of those imost urges of hi apiri t s he wielded his . sword 

in defense or what he believed. This e e spirit, Schurz oonaluded, 

sustained Sigel through campaign after c paign and from b ttlefield to 

b ttlefield, pushing hin farther am farther along the road or mill tary 

nence until the slogan •fighting w1 th Sigel bee e the war ory ot 

any proud thousa.nis. 2 

1w.ec1n , "Franz igel in t, alone and others, eds., Dictionary 2£. 
erican Biogr pbz, XVII, 153. 

' 

2-Fz.ederick Bancroft , ed., Speeches, Correspond no !:!!!, Political 
Pap rs gt~ Schurz (6 vols,., New Yorks G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1899-1913), 
VI, 196-197. 



In October 1907 Sigel received hi final public recogniti<>t\ when 

th · veil slipped fr a ma.jesM.o bronze equ strian ta~ of th 

little general. st tu skillfully £ shioned by Carl Bitter, tb 

bronze likeness constituted the focal point of att ntion . id those 

impress! ve ceremonies that took place on that autumn day on River i d 

Dri · in New York City. This final act of a grr.:1teful public s a 

fitting tribute to the fiery spir1 t th t inev.i ly dr w diminutive 
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German across the broad tlant1c and into the war that united und r one 

government North and South.:3 

Sigel was an asset to the Union during those early days o! trial and 

error when trained men n eded for prooinent mili ta.ry leadership positions 

were not available in sufi'ioient numbers . Although Sigel s so ewbat 

"tempermental with his eastern superiors, he no doubt ma.de a contribution 

to the Union cause in the West that prob bly saved many lives am shortened 

the fighting in that area. His early ril!e to the rank of ajor-general 

certified that he was considered well qualified in tbe cienc or • 

th his military background, exper:lene and popularity, h!~ contribution 

to tbe ll tary operations ~f th federal gov rnment in th est as 

truly di tinguished. ile in th F.ast, before he was compl. tely elved, 

Sigel displayed courage aai valor. en b was not leading en into 

b ttle h ade invaluable contributions to the Union c use by training 

p sonnel in the sci nee of 'W and keeping them vailabl tor front line 

duty. In vb tever ca city he was ea.1.led upon to serve, his devotion wa:, 

unfailing. Hia warti contributions, a.l though so times questioned by 

his cont poraries, were usually sound when viewed objectively. 

3aiecbler, "Franz Si el" in 
eria Biogny,hz, MI, 1 54. 

on and others, s .• , Dictionary g! 
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Hickman Browning. 2 vols . , Springfield, Illinois: Illinois State 
Historical Library , 1925-19.33. 

In Volume I attempts were made to evalu te Sigel as a commander, 
specially Sigel' s acti vi tie t Pea Ridge. 
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is vol e contain st t ent to why' am when Grant r lleved 
Sig 1 tr duti. s v1 th the Union in 1864., 

:terial in this biography" of S ton throws ch light on wh t the 
S retaey of ar oug t of Sig 1 during t first ye of th 
Civil ar. 

'1'h se 

4 vol . , 

provided baekgro d material for this tudy. 

~rtz-six Ye s !!! ~ 
, 1897. 

• ew orks Th 

'1'h.1s book oon ns terial on Sig • s operation in the 
o t un r Gener Lyon. 

Yorks 

Sohr er, Frankll • l1l!, ~2:!:~ ostons 
Stratford , 1924. 

excQllent study of th Gem - rioan , tbi book is 
aluabl for the kground study of the G g tion to 

er1-o • Thi vol contains brief trea t of Sigel's 
Civil i car 

hurz. 3 vols . , New Yorki 

In this coll tion Schurz r alls s congenial. ts h t 
in th c or Si el. Th s vol e throw h light on 
Sigel• s per onal.1 "tu". 

s n, Uni 

Vol e I contains excell nt ccount or gel in th Secord 
Battl O Bull Run. 

Ste s, H a.rd. , • "The Second ttl of Bull Run.• 9.B,erat.10 s ga 
the tl tic~, 186}.-186!i, Virginia , ~,~, 'lick g 
tvo1. IX of the Pap a ot the Military Hi torical Soc1 ty of 

s husetts) , M 495. Bo tons Mill tary H1 torical Soc1 ty or 
s-.-,~""hu etts, 1912. 

i'his 1 pressiv coll tion is the oat 1 .. rt t neral sourc 
for th ilitary st or the Civil in th st. Vol I 
con ns excell t account of the cond ull Run g 
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nj n P. ;;:;Ab. r-== Lincoln. ew York: tred • Knopf , 1952. 

This rec nt notabl biography contains good account of Lincoln 
duri the Civil • The material fo on Sigel is brief. 

To , eorg • Rus ic in Rebellions _ Yankee Reporter g_ _:Y!! 
!!2_ 12 oh ond 1861-18b5. Chap l Hilla The Uni ver i ty of ortb 
Carolina P s, 1950. 

on Sigel covering the period when the 
the com and of Pope. 

This interesting collection contains the oat detailod dat found 
for this study and w1 thout 1 t this subject could not h ve been 
brought to conclusion. It is specially aluable because it 
contains Sigel ' s mill tary eorrespondenc • 

Vandiver , Frank E., od . !h! Civil _£ Diary gI General Josiah Gorgas. 
Tuscaloosa., ab a s The Univer ity of Ala.b a Press , 1947. 

This book contains a good account of Sigel in the ew ket 
CSI:lpai gn. 

Williams, Kenneth P. Lincoln ~.!General. 4 vols . , ew Yorks 
The cMillan Cop~, 1949-1956. 

cellent mill tary histo17 of the Civil 
aterial on Sigel. 

us for 

Willi , 'l'. Harry. Lincoln !!lii !I!.! nerals. ew Yorks fred 
Knopf, Inc . , 1952. 

This is a well-written sp iallzed trea ent of th Civil War, 
although th aterial on Sigel is very limited. 

• 

od, Walter B. , and J . E. Edmonds , eda. _ History g£_ .3:b,_ Civil_!£ 
!,s .!:!!! Unit States 1861-1865. ew Yorks G. P. Put •s Sons, 
1905. 

This boo contains detailed material on Sigel 1 s activities in th 
battJ.es of Wilson' s Creek and Second Manass s . 

ood:ward, 11.iam. Years gI Madness. New Yorks G. P . Putn I s Sons, 
1951. 

This vol o contains information on Sigel during the ti the 
an- erican was un:ler the command of Grant. 



Zuc , • • Is.! Forty-Eigbters, Political. Refugee 2.f .Y!.! rman 
Revolution 2t !§l&. Hew Yorks Col bia University ress, 1950. 
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This book ably tr te the 1848-1849 German migr tion to the United 
States and contains a good biog.raphical sketch of Sigel. 
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