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CHAPTER I

. PURPOSE AND DES TGN OF THE STUDY

Introduction

In the last thirty years Erick High School has provided learning

experiences for%approximately three hundred boys in the science of
vocational agriculture.

The facultj; school officials, and school patrons of the Drick -

High School were interested in Learning about the degree of importance. -

it
i

that the schoolfs curriculum in vocational agriculture has aided the

;
graduates in securing employment and in becoming established in their

present cccupations.

i
A

, Statement of the Problem

A maJOflty of the VOCaGLOndi agriculture pgraduates of Erick High
School seek emplqymont immediat ely after graduation from high school.
The follow1ng questlons are thus pert¢ﬁont to this study: °

(1) Vhat part qr the high schoolrcurriculum is alding vocaﬁional"
agriculbure graduatcs in oecurlng emplqynenﬁ and in becoming
: establlshed in their present empioyment?
(2) Vhat areas of vocatlonaL apriculture hawe been most helpfui in
their presenu employmont” . :

| Eurposa-of Studyi"

1 : /-

The lntent of thlo snuay was to secure from the vocational avrlcul—,f

z

ture graduates thelr opinions on’ thm folLow1ng questn.onso




(1) What part.of the high school curriculum is aiding vocatiénal.
agriculture}graduates in securinglemployment and in becoming
established in their present employment?

(2) To what extent have certain areas of vocational agriculture proved
helpful in securing and maintaining their present employment?‘

(3) To what ex ént have certain seiected school activities proved

o beneficial to the vocational agrieulture graduates in furthéring
Sheir present employment and in achieving a more desirable com-

manity 1ife?
Limitations of the Study

This problem was Llimited to the study of vocational agriculture
graduates who had completed two or more years of vocational agriculture
through the period of 19h6Q1956. This study does not attempt %o evaluate
the value of vocational agricultural training for individuals who dropped

out of agriculture before thelr year of graduation or individuals who -

subsequently completed a college degree.
Procedure

The study wés developed to secure the necessary information and to
resolve the probiems as stated. In order to complete the study, the
procedure was carried oub in the following steps: |
{1) ﬁetermining;ﬁhe information néededa
(2} Salected‘reiaﬁed studies and materizls were reviewed in order to

discover information useful for conducting the study.

{3) The names and addresses of all former vocabional agriculture grad-

i

- nates who héd dompleted two or more years of vocational agriculture

1
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()

—~

in Erick High School during the ten year period 19116-1956 were
secured, -

Questionnaires were submitted to all vecational agriculture grad-
nates whé Had completed two or mcre years of vocational agficultqre
duﬁing ﬁhefperiods of 19L6-1956,

Data from the thirty completed questionnairesvwere classified,
cémpiled aﬁd analyzede

Summary and conclusions were formitated on the basis of an analysis

of data secured.
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" Bducation,® Awrlcultural Education Mﬁgaalno (AprLl 1959), p. 219,

'CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

~ The facuity, school offlalaLs, and aCﬂOOl patrons of the Lrick

High Sehool weren interested in learning about the degree of importance |
that the sc hooWVS curriculun in voca onal agrlcu¢turc has aided the
graduates in securlng emnloyment and in bebomlnv established in thelr
present occu,patnons0 Tn evaluatlng the degree of 1mportancc of the

school'ls cur’:cicu‘_'Lum,a follow-up studies are necessarye

In Lommentlrg about the zur,her 1mprovc nent of the program of

_ veeabional agriculture in Missouri and other states, A. B, Hougeau

presented uhe fellowing opinion:

There should be more careful screening of students accepted
for training in. vOﬂational agriculture, particularly as related
to oppertunities for entering farming or occupations closely
related to iafmlnvw :

Vocatlonal;agm

i

ulture can greatly assist in itraining rwal youth
0? empls Jmcnea'

Claud Marion stated that,

It would appear that there is a real opportunity for teachers of
-vocational agriculture to provide programs necessary to give
voys the foundation training needed for future preparation for
employment areas. This can and should be done without violating

oS

the original purpose of training presenv and prospective farmers.

The training should be 1n addltlon to rather than- substltutlcn°2

pt2) J&Z‘T;u_, (Juﬂe; 19,‘)8)3

A, B, Rougeaug'"Where Do They Go's Better Farming Methods

2G1aud Marion, “Resources for Occupational Guidance In Avricultural

i

gy

s
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Raymond Harrison Bridges had this to add:
~Some suggeStions for improving the vocational agriculture were:
(1) expand the farm mechanics program, (2) do more practical farm
work (3) encourage teachers to make more student v151ts.3
The following statements aboult the vocational'agriculture programs should:
provide foundation training for any of.the employment areas., Eddie L.
Dye, in commentlng about occupatlonal opportunities, stated that, "One
pight conclude that occupatiomal opportunities for the agriculburally
trained are nre;ent in businesses associated with agriculture and con= -
clude that ﬁhese opporbunlties 5611l will increase during the next five
4o ven years.,hlt
John E. Miller stated that,
The process of evaluation is a continuing job. At né time should a
program ever become s0 seb as nob to welcome changes. The amount
and speed of change in today's agriculbure will necessitate continual

gvaluatlonﬁ and negessary changes in the curriculum or course of
tuqy in a Vo-Ag department in the years ahead,”

“Raymond Harrison Bridges, "Occupational Patterans of Vocational e
Agriculture Graduates in Southeastern Ohio," (unpub. Doctorts disserta=
tion, Ohlo State University, 19%6) as reported in Swmaries of Studies
in Agricultural Lducation, Vocational Education Bul,. 160, Supplunenu Noe
Shanglol, legﬁﬁy Do 104

lpgaie L. Dye, “"Employment of Skilled and Semi-Skilled Agricultural -
Workers in Twenty Oklahoma Businesses," (unpub. M. S. the31s, Oklahona.
State Unlvcr51ty 1958)

Siohn E. Miller, "Curriculum Improvement in Vocatlonal Agriculture,® "
Agriculiure Lducation Magazine (Aprll, 1959), p. 236,

4
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CHAPTER III
FRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

Data presehted in this chapter were obtained after securing the
nemes of the graduates from the high school permanent record files who
had éompieted two or more years of vocational agriculture in the Lrick
High School thrﬁugh the periods of 19!.;*::»--".!.956_0 Seventy-one questionnaires
ﬁere mailed to graduates. Thirt& completed questionnaires were returned
for final tébulétion and were included iﬁ this study.

Thisg study.atﬁempted to determine the/areas of the Ericl High
School curriculum that have been helpful to the graduate in securing
gﬁpleyment oY ih becoming established in their present employment; the -
school activities that proved most beneficial in their present employmeﬁt
and community lgfe; and their opihions as to the importénce of veocabional -
agriculiuwre o %hose who ére engaged in public, private and self~employ-
mernt. : |

General information concerning tﬁe graduates is presented in Tabiesﬁ
I and IT, Tabiés’III through V present possible factors ﬁssociated witﬁ
%he‘graduatea'obcupation. 'Tableé Vi tﬁrough VIII‘présent opinions of
graduates as to. the areas of the high school curriculum £hat aided in

securing and beboming established in their present employment,

o



TABLE X

TOTAL YEARS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE COMPLETED BY
THIRTY GRADUATES OF ERICK HIGH SCHOOL

Graduates heporting

Years Gompletéd ; | - © Number Percent
Two years % 'v 'i‘ . .’_ 3 . 9.9
Three yearsév ‘-: a 2 6.6

. Four years ? ' ' : : 25 _83.5

' | Totals S 30 100
Total yea %‘Qg vocational agriculture, Data presented ih‘Table I

ow the years of vocational sgriculture training received by the thirty

raduates of the Erick High School. It is interesting to note that the

graduates had received a total of 112 years of vocational agriculture

training or an 4verage of 3.7 vears, Data also show that 25 or 83.5

i

percent had 1our years of VOCdulOHal agxlcaluure training while only 2

nembers or . 6 “ﬂ“uent had recolvo“ two yearu -of vccatlonal agrlcuiture

viralnlng. The fact that 25 werefenrolled for the four year period shows

e

that they regard it as very 1mu0rtanb,




TABLE TX

YLAR OF CRADUATION OF THIRTY STUDENTS COMPLETING TWO OR

MORE YEARS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE

e e e o :
vy

Graduates Reporting

Year of Graduation ' ' Nunber Percent
19k 1 3.3
1947 SR 6.8
1948 2 6.8
1949 3 9.9
1950 2 6.8
1951 5 16,7
1952 3 9.9
1953 T 23,3
1950 1 3.3
1955 3 9.9
1956 a _3:3

Totals 30 100

Year of graduatién of thirty students. The findings compiled in -

Table

II have Llutle significant bearing on the reuults of this study

thaa bc—:-lnfr indicative of the number and the year of graduation.

of responses,

perc

nt gradu amed in 1951 while seven or 23 3 percent graduated in 1953.4

l

appears to be no pattern or trend as to year graduated and number

These data also reveal the fact that 5 graduates, or 16,7

f
|



,Ln ' TABLE IIT
. GCCUPATI&NVOF THIRTY GﬁADUATES OF ERICK HIGH SCHOOL
WHO COMPLETED TWO OR MORE YEARS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE
v o Graduates Reporting
Occupation : Nunber Percent
'Férming 9 30.7
 Mechanie 3 9.9
Newspaper reporter ‘f? 3 9.9
Railread agent o 2 6.6 "
Carbon plant loader 2 6.6
Truck driver 1 3.3
érdcery clerk 2 6,6
| Aircraft loadmaster U.S.A.F. 1 3.3 ‘
Welder ’ 1 3.3 "
Aircraft mechanic ' 1 3.3
: Mﬁnager of Co-op Elevator 1 3.3
Pipeline. construction 1 3.3
Greyhound bus driver -1 3.3
Drug store clerk 1 l 3.3
Tasurance saiesmaﬁ 1 33
' » Totals 30 100

- Occupation of thirty graduates. It is worthy of note @hat'the

findings presented in Table ILI revealed the fact that there were 9 or
Sy 4 A A w.d-L G G S ey %vi'l Lasudaoma &8 Haudo g AL b
SUey pereent giaduates whé wére 1n the buginess of farming. The distri-
bution of occupations tends to suggest a strong possibility that the

training these students had in vocational agriculture was of considerable;

vj‘
i

value in their securing and holding their present positions,
! oo /’

-
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- TABLE IV

PRESENT OCCUPATION CLASSES OF THIRTY GRADUATES OF ERICK HIGH
- SCHOOL WHO ‘HAD TWO OR MORE YFARS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE

- Graduates HReporiting
Cccupation Classes Number Percent

- Public employment 3 949
Private employment ‘ : . 7 _ 5646
Self-employment 10 3355

' - Totels 30 100

Present occupation classes of thirty graduates. Reference to data

' p?esented'in Table IV will show that 17 or 5696 parcent of the vocafioﬁal
agriculture gradﬁates’are in private employment, It is encouraging to
alzo note than 10 or 33.5 percent of these young men who have been out of
_yéchool for tén years or less, were éelf-employed. Oniy 3 graduates or

9,9 percent weve in public employment.



TABLE V

APPROXIMATE TIME AT WHICH VOCATIONAL: AGRICULTUEE GRADUATES
DECIDED TO ENTER THEIR PRESENT OCCUPATION

Approximate Time of Deciding , Graduates Reporting
to Enter Present Occupation 3 - Number Percent
Preﬁous to h:ig‘h schocl . o 8 | ‘ | 26.6
Freéhman.yeér? | | 1 | 3.3
Sophomore year , : } » 1 4 3;3'
Junicr year | 1 3.3
Senior year v 0 6]
After graduation o o 13 ' 43.5
After military service | 6 20.0
‘ ' Totals - 30 100,0

Appfoximate time gﬁ_deciding to enter present occupation. As
gvidenced %y the findings compiled in Table V, 13 or 3.5 percent of the
gréduétes indicated that they decided o enter thelr present occupation.
after graduation from high schools Eight or 26,6 percent indicated that
such a decision_was made previous to entering high school, while 6 grad-
uates; §r 20 percent, decided boienter‘their present occupation after
completing their armed services obligation. It is somewhat surprising to
-noté that none bf the graduates indicated thatithey decided to enter their
pyesent.occupation while a senior in high school. The investigatof also -
notved that'of‘the nine graduates now fafming eight stated that they madeﬁ

~ their occupatlional decision before'entering'high schools
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TABLE VI ’
TMPORTANCE OF CURRICULUM A=EAS IN SECURING BEMPLOYMENT AS REPORTED BY THIRTY G?‘TA UATES
] %
~ Important Of Some Importance Of No Importance

Graduates Graduates , Graduates
Knowledge of Indicating Indicating - Indicating
Num=- Per- Nume FPer- " Nume Per-
bexr cgt ber  cent ber  cent ' ber cent
Mathematics - , 9 30,0 19 63.3 - 1 3.3 : 1 3.3

English | - .;9 30.0 15 50.0 6 20,0 o 0
y Drivers! Training' N R 11 36 0 12 b,.OI.O‘ ’ h : 13.3 3 9.9
Bogkkeeéing § 26,6 11 ' 36.6 6 20,0 _/ 5 16,6
Typing 1 3.3 ih hé;é 11 | 36.6 ‘L i3.3
U. S. History 1 0 3.3 6 20.0 14 Léeo 9 30,0
‘Science | 3 9s9 8 20,6 , 10 33.3 9 30.0
Industrial Arits _ | 2 6,6 12 10.0 - 10 33.3 6 20,0
’,vOcation51 Agriculture = 13 | 13.3 8  26.6 6 20,0 3 9.9

High School Graduate 1k W66 -~ 1L | L6.6 2 | 6.6 0 0

2T



Importance of aur_riculim areas in securing enployment.

in énalysis'of Teble VI indicates. that 93;3 percenﬁ of the gfaduates'
reporving were of the opinion that a knowiedge of mathematics would be
essential or important area of the high school curriculum in securing |
employment, while 3;3 percent were of the opinion thaﬁ mathematics would -
be only of some importance,’

Table VI discloses that 93.2 perceut of graduates reporting were of -~
the‘opinion that a high s¢hool diploma would be essential or,important
in securing eméloymentg while 606 percent were of the opinion that a
high school dipl@ma would be of some importance,

Eight perceht of the graduates reﬁorted in Table VI that é khowledge
“of English would be essential or important in securing employment, whilé ’u-
. [
' twenty percent wére of the‘opinion that English would be of some impor-
tansea. It is wo%thy to note that none of the graduates.wére of ihevv |
:oninion that a k%&wledge of English iz of no jmportance.

According‘t§f76.6 percent of the graduates reporting in Table VI,
they clearly shoﬁ that a knowlsdge.of drivers'_tréining would be essen=-
tial of importanﬁ in securing eﬁploym@nt. Only 6.6 percent of thesé |
gradustes statedithat a knowledge of driver's training would be of‘soﬁe:
importance, |

Seventywthréé and three—tenth pefcent of thé,graduates reported that;v,a
a knowliedge 6f bookkeeping would be essential or important. Twenty
percent of the gﬁaduates werse of the opinion that a knowledge of book-
keeping would be;of some impoftance in sécuring_employmént, while 16.6
percent indicated that it woﬁld be of 1o importance.

Table VI reveals that 69.9 perceﬁf:of thé graduates reporiing ﬁere

“of the opinion that vocational agriculture would be essential or important

!



'
in secufing empioyment;‘andbtwehty'ﬁercent were of the opinion that
vocatiohal agriéulture would bé of some importence in securing employment.

This table;also shows that 9.9 percent of the graduatés reporting
were of the opiﬁion:that a knowledge of typing would be essential or |

important in seéuring employment , &nd L6.6 percent indicated that it
would'be of somé importance., The remaining four or 13,3 percent indicated
that typing wés‘of no importance in sécuring-employment.

As'evidencéd by‘the findings,th;b percent of the\graduates'stated
 that a knowledgé of industrial arts would be essentlal or impoftant in
éecuring employﬂent, and 33.3 percent of the graduates revealed thatv
industrial arts would be of seme impoftance. Twenty percent of the
g?aduates fepor%ed that f.kndwledgé of “industrial arts would be of no
importaﬁceo 1

The findinés reveal thaf'jéoS peréent of the graauates weres- of the

opinion tﬁat-a knowledge of science would.be essential or important in
“securing employment, and 33.3 percent were of the opinion that science
"would be of SOMé importance in seéuring employuent. Thirty percent of

the graduateé stéteé‘that a knowledge of science would be of no importance

saring employment. This is significant in light of recent publicity

e
5
(1]
@
[
B

Q
et

1 the value of science in high schools,
The data aiso reveals that 23.3 percent of the graduates reporting o
were of the opinion that a knowledge of U. S. History would be essential -

or important in securing employment, and L6.6 perceat indicate that U. Se
History would be of some importance. It is somewhat surprising to note
that thirty percent of the graduates reporting indicated that Xmowledge

of Ue S. History would be of no importance in securing employment. |

£ . ‘ i

p



THPORTANCE OF CURRICULU: “pL\S IN PRESEN

AS I

TABLE VII

1

EPORTED BY THIRTY GRADUATES

NT EMPLOYMENT

m s&ut7a1

= e e

ey

Important

[t RS

0f Some Importancs

S

O" No I_mm tancs

High School Graduate

15

13.3

T

Graduates Graduvates Graduates G”SLUFt@S
- Rmowledge of Indiecating Indicating Indicating Indicating
' ' S Num= Per- Num= Per= . Nume Per~ Num-  Per-
ber cent ber cent ‘ ber cendt ber cent-
Vosational Agriculturs 12 10.0 8 26.6 6  20.0 L 133
Mathematics - 10 33.3 15 50,0 L  , 13.3 1 B 3.3
' Engl’.LSI'I | 8 2646 17 56.6 5 16,6 o 0
Drivers Training 1L 36,6 12 40.0 6 20.0 1 3.3
Book {eeplnb 9  30.0 12 40,0 5 16.6 L 13.3
Typing O 00.0 15 50,0 10 33.3 5 16.6
5. S. History 0 00.0 5 16.6 12 40.0 13 b33
Scisnce L 13_,3. 8  26.6 9  30.0 9 30,0
Industrial Arts 2 6.6 9 30,0 10 33.3 9 30.0
’5050 101;- 33.3 .3.3‘
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Importance of curriculum areas in present employment.
An analysisﬁof Table VIT shows clearly that 83.3 percent of the
graduates TEPOrT tlnv were of the oplnlon that a knowladme of mathematics

would be ecvcnblal or an 1mportant area of the high school curriculum in

~ their present employment. Only 13.3 percent were of the opinion that

mathematics would be of some importance.

Table VII discloses that §3.3 percent of graduates’reporting were

of the opinion that a high school diploma would be essential or important

°

in their present employment, and 13,3 percent were of the opinion that a

’hlgn school dlbloma would be of some importence in their present émplqy-
- ment. One or only 3.3 percent reported that to be a high school graduate

“was of no imporbance.

Data presented in TaBle VI shows that 83.2 percent of the graduates
reporving were of the oplnlon Lhat a ﬂnowlcdvb of English would be’

essential or 1mportant in thelr present empldymeno, and 16,6 percent were .

of the opinion that Would be of some importance. It is worthy to note

that none of thefg?ad tes were of the opinion that knowlédge of English,  

is of no import%ﬁaé;
ACco?ding'to 76,0 percent of fhe graduates repérting in Tablé‘VIi;

they indicated that a knowledge of driversf training would be of s§me a

Tmportance, | | n
vSeventy percent, of the graduates reported in Table VII that a

knowledge OL bookkeg0¢nc would be essential or important in their present

C)

employment. Bookke»plnb would be of some 1mportance in their empioyment

3

s indicated by 16.6 percent of these graduates.
Table VII shows thab 66,6 percent of the graduates reporting were

H
1

of the opinion that wvocational agriculture would be essential or importanf



- that a knowiedge of science wowld be essential or important in their

17

- in their present employment, while 20 percent considered vocational

agriculture of gome imnortance

¥

The table &an showg uhat 50 percent of the graduates reportlng

it employment, and 3303 percent were of the oplnlony
That typlnc moulu be of some im portance.

As evmd@nced by the flnawngs, 39,9 percent of the graduates 1ndlcated

"2),‘

2

present employment, and 30 percent of the graduates indicated that a
knowledge of science would be of -some importance. Thirty percent con-
sidered a knowiedge of science to be of no.importance in their.presenf
employmenﬁe _ |

In reviewing the data il also shows thatb 36;6\percent>of the grad-
uates reporting were of the opinion that a knowledge of industrial arts
would be essential or important in their present employment, and indicated
that industrisl arts would be of some imporﬁance“ Thlm’y percent of the ‘ 
graduates stated thab a knowledge of industirial arts would be of no
importance in their presenﬁ employment.

Ais evidenced by findings, 16.6 percent‘of‘the graduates reporting
were of the opinion that a knowledgé ofiU; S. History would bé essential
of imz ortant in their present embloymenﬁ, while LO percent of the grad~,
uwates stated that a knowledge of U, S. ﬁistory Woﬁld be of séme importancé.
It is omemhao sarpri g to fmnd that h3 3 porcenu of the réporting

graduates were of'the oplnlon that a lknowledge of U. S. History would be

of no importance.



TABLE VIIL

[

AL AGRICULTURE AREAS IN PRESENT FMPLOYMENT
ORTED BY THIRTY GRADUATES

Egsential Importent Of Some Importance Of Ho Importance
} Graduaves . Graduates Graduates Gvakuﬂv@s
. Knowledge of : Indicating © Indicating Indicating _ Indicating
o Num= Per- Num~ Psre- ‘ Num~ Per- Thaas rﬂrm
ber cenbd ber - cend ber  cend , ber ecent
Farm Background 5 16.6 10 33.3 10 3.3 5 16.6
' Owner and Manager of . _ : : , : : . ~ .
Farm Enterprises ‘ 9 30.0 1 16,6 L 13.3 3 8.8
General Understanding ' : _
" of Farm Mechanics 13 b33 10 33.3 6 20,0 - 1 3.3
Agronomy - 10 33.3 3 9.9 10 33.3 - 7 E3.3
L' 13.3 6 - 20,0 8 26,6

Iivestock and Poultry 12 L0.0

9T
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Imperbance of v&baﬁion&l agricultﬁre areas ig_ggesent employment.,

The data. présented in Table VIIT will reveal that 76.6 percent of
the gradua%es repor%inngere of the opinion that a general understanding
off fafm mechaﬁioé would be essential or important in their presenf employ-f
ment, while 20 pércent of the graduates indicated that'fafm_mQChaniés >‘
would be of somé'importance in their present employment. Ohly 6ne grad-
ﬁaﬁe or 3.3 percent indicated that farm mechanics would be of no importance
‘in fheir employmént. Tﬁe investigator also noted that the only gfaduate
who noted that'férm mechanics was of no importance was employed as a
clerk in a drug storee

Table VIII show that 76.6 percent of the graduates reporiting were l
of the opinion that being an owner and manager of farm enterprises werel
Véssential or important in their present empioyment, while only 20 percent

were ofzﬁhe opinion that being an owner and manager of farm enterprises
would be of some importance,

As evidenced by findings in Table VIII, 53.3 percent of the grad-
uates reporfingfwere of the opinion thaﬁ a knowledge of 1ivestock and
pouliry were esééntial or important in their present employment, and‘20f 
~percent of the graduates indicated that Llivestock and poﬁltry would be |
of some importaé?e in their present employment. Twenty;six and six
tenths percent Wére of the opinion thaﬁ knowledge of li#estOCk an& poul,~ :
ﬁry would be df‘%o Importance in their preéent employmento.

A further r%view of the data shows that 19,9 percent of the graduates
reporting were of the opinibn that a fann background would be essential -
Qr'impprtant inftheir present employment, while 33,3 percent of the

gradugtes stated that a farm background would be of some importance.

W
|
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A lmowledgé; of agronomy would be essential or important in their
pz‘eéent employment, according to 3.2 percent of the graduates. Grad-
uvates indicated"bha’c 33.3 percent were of the opinion that agronorﬁy
would ‘be of somé importance in their preéent employment. Only 23.3 per-

cent were of the opinion that agronomy would be of no importance in their

oresent employments.




-TABLE IX

/
IMPORTARCE OF VOCATIOWAZL AGRICULTURE AREAS

4
AS REPORTED BY THRER G2
- PUBLIC EMPLOYL

§

Importance Of MNo Tmpertance
duates ~ “Gradustes
Knowledge of Indiga Indicating
: Wam- F M~ Pers
ber. ceunt cent : bsr eent

Ferm Background . o o o o 3 100,0 | 0 ©

Cuner and Manager of .
Farm Enterprises . 0] 0

33,3

-
L
LAY
&

L
2
(v
L
L]

(VL)
]

General Understanding . : o Lo
of Farm Mechanics 1 33.3 . 2 66.6 o 00,0 0 90.0

Ageonomy 0 00,0 0 00.9 .1  33.3. | 2 . 8.6

Livestock and Poultry 0 00,0 0 00,0 1 33.3 2 6.6

Te
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Tmportance of vocational agriculture aress gg;raported by three graduates

in public employment.

able IX shows that 100 percent of the graduates reporting indicated

+3

that a general understandiﬁg of farm mechanics would be essential or.
important.in their emﬁloymento |

One hundred percént of the gradustes reported that a farm backgfdund
would be of éome impoibance ‘in thelr employment. . ‘ |

fhis table also shows that 33.3 percent of the graduates reporting.
were of the opin;oﬁ that a knowledge of agronomy would be of some impor-
tance, and 66,6 percent stated that a knowledge of agronomy would be of “:
ﬁo importance in their present employment. |

. Cther data presentedlin this table shows that 33.3 percent 6f the
;g?aduétes were of the opinion that a knowledge of livestock and poultry
would be of some importance, while 06,6 percent reported that livestock

and.poultry would be of no importance in their‘present employment.



THMPORTANGE ECULWUEE AREAS AS
REFPORTED UATES IW FRIVATE

Knowledge of

mportant

w\m: PRttt

ms antisal

A TN

Of Scme Importance

Gradustes

Indicating

Graduates

\.}.b cJ,CU.B Les
Indicatin t

Livestock énd Poultry

b 235 3 17.6 5 29,

W= Per- T Pere Y- Tere
ber cent ber cent ber cent bn“ cend
Farn Background 0o ¢ 6 3.2 & . 35.2 5 29k
- Owner and Manager of
" Farm Enterprises 3 17.6 10 58,8 2 11,7 2 11.7
General Undersnand1ﬂ5
of Farm Mechanics 5 29.k4 ) 35,2 S 29 14 1 5,8
Agronomy N 1 . 5 ® 8 C 3 17 O 8 h-? 50 5 29 s )-a

€2
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Data presented in Table X shows that 76.L percent of the graduates 
reporting were of the opinion that being a owner and managef»of farm
enterprises would be essential oxr important in thelir present employment, -
and 1il.7 percentﬂindicated that an cwner and manager of farm enterprises
would be ofvsome importances | |

,This teble also reveéis that Ol.6 perceﬁ£ of the graduates were of

o

the opinion that a general wnderstanding of farm mechanics would be

]
essential or'impcr%anﬁ in their present employment, and 29k pergenﬁ‘ -
reported that a generalfunderstanding of farm mechanics would be of soﬁe
importance in their present employment. |

Accoraing to hl.1 percent of the graduates réporting9 they indicated
that a knoﬁiedge of livestock and poultry would be essential or important -
in their present employments It is also revealing to learn tﬁat é9;h'
percend oﬁ these graduates were of the 6pinion that a knowledge of 1ive-
stock and ppultry'wauldvbe'bf some importance, while 29.l percent
indicated that avkﬁowledgé‘of livestock‘énd poultry would be offno impor-
“bance. | , | “ | |

As évidenéed by~the”findings, 23.4 pefdent of“the gradﬁates‘report-
ing were of the opinion that a kﬁowiedge of agronomy‘would Be essentiél
or important iﬂ their present embloyment. Fortyfseven graduates indicated
that & knowledge of agronomy would be essential or important in théir.
‘prosent employment, and 29.k4 P@rcent stated that a knowledge 6f agrohomy
would be éf no importance in their present employment;- | |

The'%able also shows thét 35,2 percent of the graduatés repbrﬁing" f

were of the opinion that a farm background would be important in securing;
; _ _ /



employment,

&

Five or 29,

of no importance in their

}

i
%
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and 35.¢ percent indicated that it would be of some importance.
percent were of the opinlon that a farm background would be

vsgent employment.



OWAL AGRICULTURE
GRADUATES

0f Some Irpo tance

Graduates
Knowledg ) Txﬂd}nqai“lj_ ng Tr dic %;_;gé
Nune  Pere Fu=  FPete
ber cent ber ecent
Farm bacl ground | 5 86 b Lo 1 10 0 o
Oamef and HE qa"ezf of . _ .
Farm Enterprisss o s 60 3 30 1 10 0 8]
General Understen ding
of Farm Mechanics T 706 2 20 1 10 0 4]
Agropomy . . 9 90 0 0 1 10 0 0
Livestock and Poultry ~ 8 80 1 10 ¢ o -1 10

oz
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Imporuance of vmcatlonal awvlcilture areas as reported by ten graduates

e
I~

self~employmenta

Reference io data presented in Teble XI'will reveal that 90 percent

_of the g“aau&nog were of Athe opinion that knowledcu of livestock and

¥ 7

pout»:“ would bo esuenbial or ﬂmnoruant in ﬁnplr resent employment. Ten

percenb ldecaUO uhao 9 knowiedge of 1vcuﬁock and poult“y would be of

1o 1mportapue in uh@LP presentd omnl@wncnu,

_ Ninety p@rceV% oipibhe graduates reported that a knowledge of

agronony would L essenti 1 in their present employment, and 10 percent

. stated that agronomy would be of some importance.

Table XTI also shows thaﬁ 90 percent of the graduates reporting ih—'@’
diéated that a genreral understanding of farm mechanics would be essentiéi
or impartant”in their present employment, and only 10 percent thdught_
that farm mechanlcs would be of some imporitance in their present emplq&é_‘
menbe |

Acecording to 90 percent of the graduates reporting, they suated
that being an owner and manager of farm enterprises would be essential
o impo ortant in uhear present employment, Ten percent of the gradﬁaﬁes

indicated that Being an owner and menager of farw cntvrprises would be

of soms mpcr“- e in tLelr present employmenta”

| The finﬁipgs vreveal that $0 p cent of the gradaates were of the

opinian ﬁhat_ﬁéiﬁg an owner and manager of farm enterprises would be
ssential or 1mportant, while 10 percent stated that it would be of somezil

impor%anc@o



- THMPORTARCH
IN .LPLL;

Iqﬂcrtw; Of Sonme Importance

Grézﬁff Crﬂdﬂab

Activities )

tam=-  Pere

bex }cen, B CE;
Track 1 3.3 2 6.6 15 50,0
Football 1 3.3 Lo 13.3 15 50,0 | 10 33.3
F,F. A 9 300 18 60,0 1 3.3 2 6.6
Band 0 0 2 6.6 L Leed S T T
‘Basketball 2 66 3 9.9 15 50.0 10 333

“géﬁ*”‘
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k]

Tmportance of school achivities as being most beneficial in their present

employment and community life,

It is wor%k? of note that the‘findings'presgnted ianable‘XII
revealed the fact there were 90 percent of the reporting graduates who
were of the opinicn that F. T, A, would be essential or important in :
their present employment and community Llife, énd only 3.3 percent in-

dicated that the F. F. A. would be of some importance.
| The table also shows that 19.6 pesrcent of the graduates reporting
were of the'opinion that footbail would be essentlal dr important in
%heir present employment and community life, while 50 percent were of
the opinion thatifootbail would be of some importance. Of no importance

to their present employment and community life were stated by LO percent

As evidénced by finuﬁagé in Table XIT, 16.6 percent of the graduates
reporting were of the opinion that basketball would be essential or
importbant in ﬁheir-present employment and commﬁnity 1ife, and 50 percen@»
stated that bask§tba1l would be of some importance. Of no importance

T theif presentiﬁmploymenﬁ and community 1life vere indicated by 33;3
percent of»ﬁhese:graduateso

According to 9.9 percent of the graduates reporting, they indicated

that track wculd}be essential or important in their present employment

and community life. Fifty percent of this group were of the opinion that '

track would be of some importance. Forby percent though were of the
opinicn that track was of no importance in their present employment and
communlty life.

The data alsc reveals that 6.6 of the graduates reporting were of

, the opinion thatiband‘would be importént-in their present employmént‘and

T

!

/
/



30

conmunity Life, while L6.6 percent were of the opinion that band would
be of some imporbtance. It was surprising to note that L6.6 percent of

the graduates indicate that band would be of no importence.
|

i

Bl




TABLE YIII

Ekwynbmﬂl Trportant Of Soms Importance.

o s SRR T

1ICE

Graduztes . Graduates © Uradvstes
Aptitudes and lﬂé&iﬁkﬁii Irdicating ﬁq%gzygﬂv
Abilities : E Nuge Per M= Per= . My Pere
ber  cent bax cent ber cenb ber  cenb
To Speak and Write .22 733 6 20,0 2 b 0o . 0
- To Get Along With .
_»0ther People _ 2T - 90,0 3 9.9 0 0,0 Y 0
Tochnicsl Knowledge _ : S
and Skiil ‘ i 23 76,6 7 23,3 : 0 0.0 0
- Moral and Professional ' ' .
Integrity : 2, 80.0 6 20,0 0 0,0 S0 0
To Geb Things :
Acceomplished 3 : 27 90,0 3 9.9 0 0.0 0 0
Hord Work 22 0 7343 7  23.3 1 3.3 0 0
Scholastic Record 9 30,0 . 13  1L3.3 7233 . 1 3.3

ﬁééiiicipation in . : . o , T ‘ ' o }
Community Affairs .15 50,0 8 26,6 5 16,6 . 2 6.6

4]

e
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P

Importance of apbitudes and abilit ties in securing and advancing in their

prosent employment.

As evideniad by findings in Tgble XIIi9 100 pércent of the éraduates
were of the opinign that the ability to get along with other people would
rbe‘essential pr importani in securing and advancing in their'present )
emplosﬁnen‘t o

' The table ai go shows that 100 percent of the graduates were of thé
opinion ﬁhét technical knowledge and skill would be esgential or impor#‘
tant in securing and advanclng in their present employment. |

According to 100 percent of these graduates, moral and professional
integrity WuU¢d be essential or important in securing and advanci ng in .
© their present employmem;o |
The data present@d shows that 100 percent of the gradusies were of

the opinion that to get things accomplished would be essential or impor-

tant in securing and advencing in thelr present enploynent.

Lt is of special interest Lo discover that 96.6 percent of the
graduates stal cd that hard work would be essential or important in secur-
ing end advanczng in their present enployment,

This tabie further discloses thatl 93.6 percent of the graduates
reporting were of the opinion that the ability o speak and write would
be éssent“al or important in securing and édvancing'in their present
émployment, while only 6.6 percent were of the opinion that it would be
of some imporbtance. »

This study also shows that 76°6 peréent of the graduatés reporting

were of the opinion that participation in commmity affairs would be

essential or bnpbrtant in securing and advancing in their present employ-:

mert, while 16, 6 considered it of some 1nnortapce. Two or 6.6 percent
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were of the opinion that participation in community affairs would be of

no importance,




CHAPTER TV

K SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

_The purposes of this Syudy are three-fold. Firsi, to ascertain what
paft of the Eﬂid“ High School curriculuwn aided vocational agr;culture
gradué$e$ in secwring emplcymenﬁ and in b@coming egtablished in their
present empl"vnent; Secoadg to determine the exbtent to which certain
Careas of voce idnai agriCthx ..... ~e have proved most helpful in their préseht ';
employment. Thir&, tclﬂetermine.ﬁhe extent o which certain school ac—

tivities wers WOSt benieficial to the vocational agriculbure graduates in

: " ;‘H
4
“their present ewmpl ovment and commmity 1ife.

the Erlc< High School had

an average of 3.7 yoafw training in vocationat agriculture, with 83.%5
| percent having L yeavs, while oaly 6.0 percent had two years. Nine or
37.7 percent of the praduates were in the business of farming.

Fifty—zin and six-tenth percent of the graduates are in private

9
-

eployment, 33,5 percent in self-employment, and ounly 9.9 percent in

' m"b ic employmsnts

Thirteen or 43.5 percent of the graduates stated that the approximate

time of deeiding to enter their present occupation was afber graduation -

e

irom bhigh school, while 26,6 percent indicated such a decision was made

previous to high schocl. Twenty percent entered their present cccupation

after completing thelir armed service obligation, .
Concerning the importance of curriculum areas in securing employment,

$3.3 percent of the graduvates were of the OylﬂJOu that mathematics was

34



essential or imﬁortant, and 93.2 percent stated that being a high school
graduate was aléo essentiai or important. BEighty percent stated that
English was essénﬁi&l or important, and 70.5 indicated thaﬁ drivexrs’
%ruining'was eséential or important, while 73,3 percent considered éhat
bookkeeping Was;essentiaitbr,imporﬁant}

Vocatianaliagriculture wes stated as being essential or important
by 69°9 percen%iqf the graduat@s@

Curriculum areas which 50 perecent or less of the graduates listed as
R p :

essentiel or imporbvant were: (1) U, S. History; (2) typing; (3) science;

(I

o

industrial aris

The responses graduates concerning the Importance

of curriculum areas in their present employment shows that 83.3 percent
. were of the oﬁinion that methematics and a high school diploma were

L egsential or impcrtant, ﬁith 83.2 percent indicating that English was °

essential or important. It wes stated that 76.6 percent were of the

opinion that drivers! itraining was essentlial or important, while 70 per-

cent of the gra&uates indicated that bockkeeping was essential or impor-
tant. ’ |

culbure was stated as beling essential or important

e

Vocational agy

by 66,6 percent of the graduates.
Curriculwn areas which 50 percent or less of the graduates listed

(3) science;

5
5

ss essential or important-were: (1) U, S. History; {2) typing
(L) industrial arts, .

Thirty percent of the'gwaduat@s gvated that science and industrial
zris wére of no importance in their prasenﬁ.occupatioﬁs,_while L3.3 percent .
were of the opinion that U, S. History wasiof no importance. _ I;

When consideration was given to the importance of learning experiences

received in vocational agriculiure as related to thelr present employment,



expressed by h302 percent of the gra

by 76!

3

76,6 percent of the gradvates siated that a general understanding of
farm muuhan;cs bag proved o be essential or important. Seventy-six and

six-tenth pafcexb stated that veing an owner and manager of farm enter=-

prises was eg sentxal oy lmp0“t:nu9 while 53,3 percent stated that a

nowledge of llVP“tOCu and poullry was essential or important. A judge-

ment thaet a lmowledge of agronamy had proven essentisl or important was

iy

Y e
GURLES

s,

Concerning '|uh€‘ IL.’PCO](‘LE}I:CL of voca:tional agriculiure areas in public
employment, 100 pe cont of the graduaﬁ@s stated it was ebSuntlal or

,\ f

imnort&nt o havw a. we'erul understanding of farm mechanics, while 33.3

an owner and manager of farm enterprises was of

pereent fell tnab .anvl

some 1mbowﬁancemum

. The imnortanﬂe of learrming experiences received in agriculture as

i

related to securing and advancing in private employment was recognized o

i percent of the graduates, Being an owner and manager of farm-

enterprises was judged as essential or important by the graduates, while

6lioly percent stated a general understanding of farm mechanics was essen-

tial or imporitant. TForby-one and one-~tenth percent stated that

¥mowledge of livestock and poultry was essential or imporitant.

Concerning the importance of vocationsl agriculiwre areas in self-

anployment, 90 percent were of the opinion that the foliowing were

. essendial o 1mportanu. (1) a genersl understanding of farm mechanicsy

{2) agronomy; (3) tivestoek and poultry; (L) being an owner and manager
of farm enterprises; (5) a farm background,
When con51deraﬁion‘was,given $o the importance of school activities

baing ben fi izl in thelr employment and community life, 90 percent

i

stated that F. F. A, was esse: % al or important. Activities which only .
. o v /
!
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20 percent or_l@ss :
were: (1) tl oetball; {(3) basketball; (I}) band.

Conye ving tne aptitudes and abilities. in securing and advancing in

. their présent employment, 100 pefcenﬁ stated that the following were

w

attaimuent of technical knowledge and skills; (3) moral and profe851onal

|

integrity; () the ability to get things accomplished.
Conclusions

The conclusions that may be arrived at in this study are that +the

areas of the high school curriculum found most helpful to graduates in

'Y

& .

essential or important: (1) the ability to get along with others; (2) the

securing employment and in becoming established in their present emplcy-

o

ment were: (1) Englishs (2) methematics; (3) vocational agriculture;

53

) bogldceeping g3 (5} drivers! ::awunnga

Parm me chani s and being an owner and manager of farm enterprises
were two other significant areas of vocatianai agriculiurs considered
benef i al in their prescud employment.

A1l gradustes in private employment were convinced that farmlv
mechanics and bbﬂnﬁ an owner and managery of farm enterprises were théu

most imperbant aress of vocationsal uor*culture.

‘Ninety percent of the self-employed graduastes were conviaced that

.the at alnmcnt of abllltl@s in certain areas. of vocational agriculture

were highly beneficial, These included: (1) being an owner and manager
of farm enterprises; (2) a general understanding of farm mechanics;

(3) a knowledge of livestock and poultry; (L) a knowledve of agronomy;
£~ Fy

(5} a farm background.

The scho@l activity that has been most beneficial in tho;r pre cnt

employment and commanity life was the F. F. A,
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In securing and advancing the ewployment of vocational agriculture

o
graduates, the attairment of the following aptitudes and abilities were
proveh to be hi'ghiy significant: (L) ability to speak and write;

(2) abitity to get aloug with other peoples (3) technical .‘;cnowledge and
skillsy (L) morai and professional imtegrity; (5) ability to get things
acecomplished; (6) hard work; (7) scholastic record; (8) participation in

cormmunity sffairs,
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The purpose of this questionnaire is to collect information from vocational
“5?10hl* we gradustes of Erick High Scheool velative to their employment

and to secure information concerning the arszs of the school curriculum,

i ivure that were beneficial in :
stablished in thelr present employ- {

SR PN

‘scheol activities, and vocaticnal agricu
. thelir securing emnloymepu and becoming e
et e

PERSONAL DATA:

A, Name:

{(First) {mrddie) {Last)
B. Number of years at Erick High School:

Co Year of graduabiom:

YOUR CCCUPATIONAL RECORD AND IEXPERIEWCES
4. What is your present occupstion? Please be specific, For example,

Wicate whether you are & dairy farmer, cayr salesman, soil conserva-
tion engineer, agf&culnhr' Journal reporter, etc. Never list Jjust a
farmer, Joafﬁali st, salesman, or ﬁnglkc ar

o

ent

Ao

L)

e

B. Occupations are grouped into three small major clagses. Check the class
' that applies in yowr situation. : o

s

_ 1. Public employmens (federal, state, local, ehc.)
2.,  Private employnent {working for individval or corporation)
i A 0 Self umrleymﬁ % {in own business, l.e., farming, cone.

St

1traet,nz etc,

C. Checit below Lne approximate time of your decision to enter the
employment 1n whlch you are nomiengaguam :

laff?revious te high sclhiocls 5. Sanior year,

2. ' Freshman year, B e 6. After graduation,
e, 3o Sophomore year. ‘ T+ After military
_lie | Junior year AERRE o service.



Rate the following qualifications according tec their importance in aldlng

you in securing youwr first steady employment.

1.

2o

bo

51}

0.

90

Of Some-
Bssertizl  Tmportant  Importance

High school g aduata.
Kncwledge of Mst hematics
{includes such things as
ability to solve mathemati~
cal provlems pﬂr taining to
your wori)e

Knowledge of Lrg$lun

(ineindes such thi vings as
ability to spealk and write,
use correct fnglish, spell
words, @nd writing a good

=K10W;Odge of Drivers! Training ¢

{includes such things as .
ability to drive a truck, car,

or bus as part of your work).

Kncwledge of Boolkeepingz

o &
(inclu‘@s ach a thing as loep=

ing an accuvrate set of records

KJﬂJlOCg of Typing
3

(includes such a thing as

L

typing 2 neab 1=ttcr9 Typing .
reports, and typing contracits).

Knowledge of U, S, History,

Knowledge of Science
{LWChUu s chemistry, physics;
and bi ewagyjm

Knowiedge of Industrial Arts
( includes such things as 5/
abinet making, meval work,

S

eﬁd wood 11n1u11n“)o

Knowledge oﬂ Vocational _
4 “ﬂcaltaf@-(1n0¢ude" such
ings as lxvestockg pouliry,
crcps, and i a?meeckanlc@)

<&
()

i

Of No
Importance



i
x

Hate the foll uz»rlnv malifications according to their importance in aiding
O
you in securing and beCumng established in your present employment.

Fl

' : Of Some Of No
i; Besential = Important  Importance  Imporiance

11, High gchoocl graduvate.

.

12. Encw W,J_Gu f Mathematles

‘ {includes L.C:l things ae
ability to solve muuh@.\ﬂo. [
cal problems pertaining to
your work). o

r”; 9

13, Knowledge of Znglich
{inciudass such things
abillity to speak and
use correct Er~lishg
words, and writing a
letber).

Knowledge of Drivers! Training
(:u'x .Judes such things ag
ability to drive a vruck,
c&‘rp or bus as parr, of yo

‘ 5 ,
15, Xno h,_oog)e o:r. ‘&mms‘“&aepﬁ_ng
(includes such 2 thing as

keeping faz accwaug. 58
records on a business)

nowledge of Typing ‘ e
inciudes suc‘q thing as '
: ;fa:mff a. 1'~e 1eutc-5.‘ tvp"izx*

16,

17, Enowledge of U, S. History.
18, Xnowledge of Scien
{inciudes chemistry, physics,
snd biology) .

19, Knowledge of Industrial Arts
{mcludw such things as
cabinel making, metal work,
and wood finishingl.
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20, EKnowledge of Vocstionsl
Agriculture (includes such
A

things as livestock, pouliry,
crops, and farm mechanics).
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tools, metal work, woodworlk,
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o
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CTOPS, ¢
goils, t©
control)
25, 2 of Livestock and
giwcluco such things
Eﬂ:»l@lir‘gg bl’@uf(lw
rasite

LJ
2ase and P"
and managemnent } o

Rate the following school gcca~1t
being most benb*lclal in your pre

enb

Essential Important Importance

(includes such things as
goaching boys, sponsoring
youth recreation groups).

such things as
g boys, spongcering
ecreablon groups) o

-y

D

Qi

©
~ tx}

e o He

includes s¢ch thgnws as
president of civic c]uh;
chairman of a commi

.

iewlture according to

their

of Some - 0f No

ant Importance Importance

ies according to their importance in
S employment and community life,

of No
Importance

Of Some
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(includes

tate the Lollowing aptitud
ecuring and in advanbl

Of No
Importance

Of Scme
Importance

. Essentisl Important

v
Band

(includes such things as

playing in & community

band, playing in a civic

club band)e i

Bagketball
gucn Thin
coaching bf s) spen

ez and abilities according to their importance
ng in your presend Uﬂpl@ﬁlﬁlxto

Cf Some © O No-
fgoential Important Importance Importance

7 to speak and write

Ability to geb along with

ther pecoples

Technical knowledge and gkill,

oo

Morald and professional

integrity.

Pary "ion in connunlby
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2irs IS
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THEIR ES“ABLl&HMENT T EMPLOYMENT
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Oklshoma; graduated
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i ed ch@ Ba caeTOr of
S¢ ty in 1949, with a -
wa, the requirements
for th sty 1959,

Byperiences: Taught alrcraft engiaes in i the United States Navy,
194 3=19h65 taught vocational agriculiture in the Erick High
School, Erick, Oklahoma, 19491959,



