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PREFACE

On March 22, 1889, President Benjamin Harrison signed a proelamation
which provided for the opening to settlement of an area which was
generally considered as America's last frontier. A month after the
proclamation thousands of white settlers poured into the Indian Terri-
tory to homestead the new lands. President Harrison's signing of the
proclamation was only a climax to years of work by many men who had
dedicated themselves to securing the opening of the Territory. This
thesis is an effort to show the role of one man in the crusade to have
the Indian Territory opened to settlement. It is hoped that the facts

herein may be a contribution toward helping the young state of Oklahoma
bring her historical perspective into focus.

I should like to acknowledge the ald of several persons in completing
this research. These include the chairman of my advisory committee,
Dr. Helmer E. Sorenson, and my two committee members, Mr. Clement E.
Trout and Dr. Loyd Douglas. I am most grateful to Mr. Robert Cunningham
of the famed Cunningham Collection on early-day Oklahoma for placing me
on the trail of "Kicking Bird" and for his many suggestions. I am
grateful beyond measure to the personnel of the Kansas State Historical
Society for its splendid co-operation. These include Mr. E. L. Langsdorf,
Mr. F. R. Blackburn, Mr, Thomas T. Turinsky, and Miss Alberta Pantle.
I am also sincerely grateful for the assistance of Mr. Donald Danker,
archivist at the Nebraska Historical Society.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Some of the noble champions of Oklahoma never lived to enjoy the
fruition of their hopes. Captain Payne is dead, died before entry into
the promised land was allowed. Captain Couch was cruelly murdered during
an altercation over a claim, when he ought to have had a choice of all
the claims in Oklahoma, with no one to say him nay. The soft south
winds languourocus with the perfume of wild flowers and resonant with the
songs of birds blow gently over the grave of Milton Reynolds, The tire-
less hands that never wearied in writing of the beauties of this land are
folded in eternal rest, and the noble spirit from ch emanated such
grand and lofty sentiments has joined the throng....

Thus in 1890 wrote Marion Tuttle Rock, who compiled the first history
of Oklahoma and the Indian Territory. Other historians have written at
length of the exploits of David L. Payne and William L. Couch since
Rock's work was published. Though he worked for the admission of
Nebraska to statehood, helped the state of Kansas chart her course
politically and educationally just after statehood, and spent more than
two decades crusading for the opening of the Indian Territory for settle-
ment, Milton W. Reynolds has been an almost forgotten man in the history
of the plains country and the Indian Territory.

In 1935 Dan W. Peery, who was a member of the first Territorial
legislature, wrote in the Chronicles of Oklahoma:

It is to be regretied that the fame of the man who did so much to
promote the opening of Oklshoma, which has resulted in the ereation of
one of the richest and best states that now constitutes the American

Union, has almost been obscured by the dust of time while the more
spectacular type of men have received all the honor.... If we could

Lyarion Tuttle Rock, Illustrated History of Oklahoma (Topeka,
1890), p. 104.



collect all the writings of Milton W. Reynolds, we would have a most
valuable contribution to the history of the west.?

Statement of the Problem. This problem consists of examining
Milton W. Reynolds' writings that pertain to the opening of the Indian
Territory to settlement and enough of Mr. Reynolds' biography to include
those activities that are a part of his crusade for the opening of the
Indian Territory to settlement., The activities and writings are closely
related, and biographical material is needed to show when and where,
and often why, he did the writing.

The Hypothesis. The hypothesls of this research project is that
Milton W, Reynolds, through his writings and other efforts, was influ-
ential in securing the opening of the Indian Territory to settlement.

The Need for the Study. Oklshoma is a young state, and much of her
history is yet to be written, Many historians who have written of
Oklahome portray David L. Payne and William L, .Gomh as the persons most
responsible, directly or indirectly, for securing the opening of the
Indien Territory to settlement. Though many of Reynclds' contemporaries
in journalism, politics, and history ascepted as fact.that he was one of
the principal forces that helped open the Territory, these historians
have rarely mentioned Reynolds. The author believes this research may
£i1l1 a gap in historical research related to Oklahoma.

The Scope of the Study. Beginnings and endings of historical
happenings are often difficult to ascertain as far as specific dates

Dan W. Peery, "Milton W. Reynolds," The Chronicles of Oklahoma,
XIII (1935), 50.
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ave concernseld, This is true whether. such happenings be wars, crusades,
or the fall of empires. Evenis mey transpire gradually, and they may
have voots which are not apparent on the surfase. Such iz thée ezse of

the erusade of MHilton V. Besynolds for the opening of the Indlan Terri-

tory to gettlement., His wrlldings for & olear-eut Indian policy began
to nanifest themsslves in 1849, yet there is veascn to believe that the

Foundations of his ervcade ney be in hig coverase of the Indian councils
ab Fort Swith and Medicine Lodge in 1865 and 1867, respectively. The
erussde nay have had 1tz beginnings even before that., TFor those
reasons, the scops of this study extends frowm o brief presentation of
research on Reynolds that eutlines his baskground up to the time he
entered Lemsasg to his activities and writings perisining to the opening
of the Indlan Tervitory shortly afier the Territory was actually opened.
The staly includes many of Reynolds' contasts with persons influential
in forming federal poliey. It inclwlee hls soverage of the Indlan pesce
eovngils 88 & reprosentative of eastern newspopers sud mention of his
appeintment to vositions where his priveinsl duties were to deal with
Indian problems. These antivities were a major factor in his establishing
a roputstion as an expert on Indian affairs, The study ineludes state-
ments nado at the time of Deynelds! death by well-knoun persons and
newspapers, {or these statements have & bearing on whether the hypothesis
ean be aceepted, or at least to what degree; 1f any, it ean be acceptsd.
It should be kept in mind that the prineipal aim of this research
is to eclleet and examine Reynolds' writings that deal primerily with the
cpening of the Indian Territory to settlement. Other material is supple-
mentary to that aim,; since Reynolds was most widely lmoun for his

wiltings.,



Progedure. The following mothed of procedure was used in secking
data concerning Miiton H. Reynolds and his writings thzat_ pertained %o
the opening of the Indian Territory for seitlsment: |

1. A swrvey was made of libraries at {}klalzoma L, and M. ﬁollége,
the University of Oklehoma, the University of Kangas, and Nansas State
College.

2. Visiis were wade te the Oklahoma Historieal Socicty in {}iélah@ma
Gity and the Kansas State Historicel Society in Topeka., OCorrespondence
vas cordueted with Mr, Donald Danker, archivist for the Neobraska State
Historical Society at Lincoln. |

3. OCorrespondence was ccndﬁated with newspaper publishers at
Leyrence, Kangas, Parszons, Kausaes, and Leavenworth, Kensas, to ascertain
whether micrefilm of newspaper files for warious years between 1865 and

1289 was aveilable. Sinmilar correspondencs was carried on with libra-

vians of the Hew York Horald Iribune, the Chicage Times, and the fansas

4. Mise Suszy Reynolds; only surviving member of lton W,
Reynolds® inrediate family, was locatsed, and an interview uas sought
with her, ©Sho ackuncwledged one letter, in which she expressed a willing-
ness to co-operate in efforts to gather information shout her father;
howsver; on Hovember 18, 1955, Miss Reynolds died.

5 Several persons uhe have done considerahle reszearch relating
to Oklshema history were visited.

6. Files of The Chronicles of Oklahoma, published by the Oklahoma
Historical Scelety, and of The Kongas State Historieal GQuarterly,

published by the Kansas State Historial Society, were checked for informa-

tion about Reynclds.
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The libraries, the firet of ithe sources listed above, revealed
1ittle or no information relating to the protlem, The leahgma His-
torical Seclely has several references to clippings ccnnernunﬂ Reynolds,
but none of these was considered of significance in thig study. The
Hebracke State Historiesl gociety ig in possession of & 1955 sketeh of
R@yn@1d3§ 1ife, which deals largely with his activities in Webraska.

4 detailed reference to this sketeh is nade later in thie chapter.

Those personsg contzeted vho have done previous resszreh on Cklahoma
history indicated that they had not encountered Reyrpolds' name or writings
in their research. The correspondence wlth newspapers and the visit to
the Kansas Stale Histeorical Soclety brought better resulis. Publishers

at Parsone, Lewrence, and leavenworth all repoerted that cléd newspaper

- files of their publications were awailable, elther in bound form or cn

microfiim. 7The Hew York Herald Tribupne reported that several stories

cﬁncefning the Fort Smith Peace founeil had appeared in 1865; thus it
;a¢ possible to locate these stories in bound volumes. The Kansas State
Historical Society has seversl clippings relating to Beynolds; a bice
grephical sketeh of hig life up to abeout 1876; and, wore iwportant,
files of rary of the publicatimne for which Reynelds wrole dsling baek
to 1865, In vicw of these focts, the auvthor did most of the investiga~
tion at the Kansas Stete Eistorical Scclety by ssarching material in
the filesg of pericdicals., Pericdicals and the dates of publication

examined inclunded the Daily Kensas State Journal, 1845-1869; the

Lawrence ngghlican aily Journal, 1869-1871; the New York Iribune,
1865-1867; the Parsons Sun, 1871.1878; the Kansas Magagzine, 1871; the

Topeka Comnonweaith, 1881-1882; the Leavenworth Press, 1882-1883; the

EKansas City Times, 1884-1886; the Lawrence Dasily Gazette, 1885; the

Lawrence Weekly Journal, 1886-1887; and the Geuda Springs Herald,




1887-1889. Other publications checked less extensively, largely to

trace Reynolds? vhereabouts, included the Laurence Tribune, the Hutch-

ingon Hews, and the Leavenworth Times. The latter newspaper published

congiderable of Reynolds' correspondence im the closing months of his
erusade to get the Indian Territory opemed to settlement. From the
periodicala clied above the author obtained most of Reynolds! writings

included herein and the faets about his 1life since 1865,

Difficultiss Encountered. As with any research project, numerous

difficuliies wers encountered in compiling the material., At least twe

of these deserve mention., First, many issues are migsing from perieéicais
during the era 18651889, Though the Lansag State Historiecal Socisty

has done a remarkable job of collecting and preserving peribdicals, the
Society was not organized until 1876. During the yearg preceding the
Society's organization, some of the flles have been lost. For instance,

the files of the Kangas State Journal and the Lawrence Republican

Daily Journal, 18645-1871L, have for the most part besn lost or destroyed.
Fortunately, some of Reynolds' accounts of the Fort Smith Council; his
tour inte the Indian Territory, and other imporiant upitings appoar in

the remnants of these files. The second diffieuliy, as far as auy

atitempt to gather all or most of his urltings on any subjeet, concerns
‘heynolda' productivity. He was so prolific in his writings that his
production with the pen and paper and hand-get type would astonish the
nodern Journalist with his medern facilities. His lueid, descriptive style
and his high productivity earned him a title he cherished, "The Great

Writist.® On April 20, 1869, tho Lawrence Republican Daily Journal

reprinted an ltem from the Chetopa Advanee, which is typical of numsrous
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deseriptions printed about Reyrolds. It was & deseription of the

T8

Journal's editorial staff.

The Lawrence Journal, as o country oditor sees 1%, wust, in point of
editorial ability, be regarded as the ablest paper in the state....
Feynelds, secend in comwmand, would be sgpoiled by o ecomparison. He i
unique. Individuwality is the only bump on the head of ths “great
wreitish.® OQut of the smallest rear asppendage of the most dimimaitive
specimen of the genus porecine he can fabricate s whistle. He is the
reailest of writers - in word, a perfect wrlting machine. XHe is a
physical marvel of endurance, and never tires more tham a weloeinede.
Point and pungency mark his editorisls. As a corvespondent he is raey,
and bis bumoroug moods, inimitable.

0f the periodicals used in this study as source material, Reynolds
sonetines wrote for twe and three of them at @ne‘time. It would be
imposgible for anyone {0 eollset or oven losate all the works of The
Great Writist. Those herein, whether ccmplete artiecles or excerpts,

vere gousidered pertinent te his background or to his efforts to have

the Indian Territory opensd te settlement.

Organigation and Presentationa Though fhis research is basieally

& collestion of writings, these writings represent the major part of
Somethiﬂg larger--Reynolds' crusade for the opening of the Indlan
Texrritory for sstilement. The other pari of the crusade comsisgis of
his activities, which are closely associated with the writings. For
this reason, the blographical meterial and the writings are woven
together in thelr natursl chronological order rather than separated inte
two distinet parts. Blographical wmaterial conceruing Reynolds' life
before he arrived in Kawnsas and began his crusade is embodied mositly in
tuwo brief biogrephical sketches. These are considered as previous

recearch on Reynolds and not as part of his ecrusade. The information is

X aurence Daily Republican Jourmal, April 20, 1849,




therefore inglvded in this chapier as introductory material rather than

=

as pary of the maln body of the thesis. This material is important

beeause 1t provides an ipelight inbe those fastors that prepared hinm

f@r‘his wrltings and activities concerving the Indian Territory.

The division lnbo chapters iz based generally on some Aajor
activity or soue mejor there avound whiech Reynolds' weilings were
centerad at thal time. GChopler IT, for instanes; deals with Reynolds’
coverags of sévefal eouneils vhich weé@ soncerned with Iadian problems.
The background that he obtained from atbtending the councils provided bhim
with imporitant material for his editorial campaigns and helped establish
him as an avthority on problems related to the Indians. Chapter III
deals with Reynolds' tour into the Indian Territory sinmee from that tour
cume his rare appraisal of conditions in the Territory and his sugges-
tions for opening the Territory io whites. Also afier the tour Heyuolds
preperad his report for the Comlssion of Indlan Affairs, in vhieh he
suggested neasures for solving the Indisn pr@blsms; Chapter IV shouws
Heynolds using the thane "Justice to the Indian,” and Chapter V asets
forth The Groat Writists' views on the raids of Captain David Payne inte
the Territory,., Chapter VI shows Reynolds' writings reachlag an alwosi
nervous tempo with the "On to Oklahomal® theme in the late and cruecial
stages of the ecrussde. Chapter VIX brings Reynolds to "The Land of the
Fair God® alter ?r@sideﬁt Harrison signed the proclamation for the
opening of the Territory to settlement. A4lsc in thls chapter Reynolds
makes his plea for the opening of the Cherckes Outlet to setilement.

Mot all writings in each chapter deal with the particular theme or
activity mentioned in the chapter tople, but the aetivity or theme tends

to dominate the respective chaptera,
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Kangas ncwspapers both guoted Reynolds extensively and wrote
considerably about him in their editorial columns. lhen they did,
Fegnelds reprinted it in his owm newspaper., He often quoted other
newspaperg and then atté.cked thelr polnte of view with editorials
follouing the quotatlioms, This wasi a fairly common practice in the
era of pefsmmlized Jowrnalism during ubich R@}mclés lived., Hhoen suck
material was comsidersd as part of Reynolds' erusade or as reflecting
his influence, it has been included.

With the exception of editorials frm{ the Hansas City Times, the
writings of Reynolds imiuded in this project were signed by hin or
appeared in his editoriazl eolunn under his name. For that reason, it

was not deemed necessary to place his by-line on each of the artleles.

Sumnary of Previous Research. Though Milton W. Reynolds established

a reputation in at least three states for his activities as a scholar,
an educator, an editor, and a statesnman, most of the inféma’t:ion about
his life has remained unexpléred in the issues of the many newspapers
that he published and the publications for which he wrote. 4 few -
hiograﬁhies have been written about him, each dealing generally with one
particular phase of his life. The material on his family and early life
is nearly all traceaﬁle to the following biographical sketch written in
1879 | . o | |

The Reynolds family in America are descended from four brothers
who immigrated from Ingland in the early days of the colonies, and
settled one in Horth Carolina, one in New England, one in Peansylvania,
and the other in New York, this being the one from whom Milton W. traces
his ancestry. His mother's people are not so well known. The Reynolds
fanmdly, as far back as their history is definitely known, belong to the
industrial elasses. Alexander, the father of iilton W., was a farumer.
His wife, Rebecca, was a superior woman in every respect, capable,

- intelligent, warm~hearted, and 1s remembered by her children with particu-~
lar reverence., She was a faithful member of the Presbyterian Church as
also was her husband, who for thiriy years was an officer therein, They
both lived and died in the faith -~- the wife in 1842, the husband in
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1876, Their son, Milton ., vas borm in Elwiva, ¥, Y., May 23, 1833

at four years of age, he came with his parents from that state to
Colduster, Michigan, remaining at home assisting in the farm labors and
~attending school untll he was sixteen yesrs of age. Being determined

to secure a liberal education, he sarly engaged in tesching %o assist
hin in defraying his colleglate expenses, and entering Albion Seminary,
remained there wntil he was thoroughly prepared for ceollegs, during part
of which &ime he was engaged in teaching Latin and Greek classes. In
1853, he enteved the University of Michigan, in ths seeond year of his
classical course, and graduated June, 1855, with the highest honors of
his class. Feor mathematics he had no taste, and mt 1ittls for the
study of natural science, but delighted in metaphysies and langusge,
having for soeme time as his preceptor in Gsrman and French the celebrated
Prefesgor ¥asguelle, vhose text books ave generally kaown throughout the
country, Professor Boise, now of Brown University, and a well knoun
apthor of text bookes on languapge, was his instruetor in Greek. After
receiving his dinloma at the University, Mr. Reynolds returned to his
old hoae in Soldwater, and for one year oceupied the editorial chair in
the office of the Wolduater Sentinel,® at the expiration of which

time he rewovsed o VUebrasgha Qi*y,4

Fock, vho zlse did & brief blography on Reynolds, deseribed the
latter®s desigicn to leave in the fellowing flowing termss

Posgessed of a romentic and roving disposition and an idesl sund
peetie nature, he naturally %took to the woods,® and the praivies and
the congs of the birds, and the bsauty of blooming flowers, and the
wild scenery of chaunging landscapes, had grsater charms for hin than
the refinements and eleguncies of the most advanced eivilization.

Though educated at oune of the best institutions in the land, and a
graduate in the classical department of the great University of Miehigan
se.he gtill ¥hungered® for the horizen, and plonesr pecple he liled
better than college chums, 4

A concise blographical sketeh of Reynolds, dealing principally with
his activities in Hebraska, has been prepsared by Raymond Dale.

M. Y. Beynolds becawne editor of the Uebraska City News, August 15,
1857, and continued upon the Job until the latter part of Oetober,
1861, An exawination of the files of the paper show him to have been a
strong, vigorous writer. As a Demoerat he was strongly partisan and was
a vigovous supporter of Stephen A, Douglss. Uthen the Civil War broke
out he vigorocusly supported the Lincoln administration in the vrosecu-
tion of the War, although criticizing some of the details of management,

Ag. S. Dictionary of Biographies, Kansag (Chicage, 1879),
pp ® 6@ 2“’6‘040

5R@ek9 n. 98.



egpecially the leaving of the frontier wgnarded and the spparent
inepiness of Cameron, sserstary of Har. In 1853 Mr, Reynolds made a
visit o Michigan and married, June 1853, Miss Susan Galloway of
Livingston, Michlgan, who had graduated from Albion seminary as waledie-
torian of her class and had been a teacher in Lansing, llchigan., Az a
eitlzen of Hebraska City, Mr. Reynolds took a prominent part in commnity
aifairs. e wap one of the wilitia with the rank of major, was one of
the officers of the Bverett Ingtitute and took part in the program given,
took part in the meetings to discuss making c¢ity improvenments and
improving trade uwith the Yest, delivered the July Fourth oration at
Hebraska City in 1841, and in 1862, both he and his wife were members

of the cormities to prepare for a July Fourth celebration., It was in
the field of politics that he exerted his best offoris; he regularly
attended the Democratic county conventions, was a member of the
Demceratic county central committes in 1858, dslegate to the Demeceratic
torritorial convention in 1862 and campalgn speaker at various tines.
During the agitaticn for the annexation of the territory south of the
Platte to Hansas he toeck an actlve part, was a delegate to the con-
vention at Browoville, Jamary 5, 1859, was a member of the committec
appolnted teo draft an address to the people of the South Platte territory
and of Kansas, and was secretary of the annexation convention in-lMay,
1859, He alse took part iz a nmecting in Omsha 1n December, 1859, to
take steps to secure the admission of Nebraska as a state.

In October, 1859, Reynolds was a Democratic candidate for the
territorial legislature and was elscted. This legisiature, the Sixth
Session, wet ot Omaha, Decenmber 5, 1857. He voted: 1. against
expelling the reporter of the Omaha Republican from the bar of the
house; 2. against the kill to prohibit slavery in Nebraskas; 3. for a
bill to prohibit free negroes and mulatoes from setiling in Webrasgka;
4o Tor a usnary law, that is, a law to regnlate the rate of inierest;
5. for a bill to frame a constituiion for state govermment. He was
again glected to the legislalure in the fall of 1861 on a Unieon ticket
made up of both Democrats and Republicans., The Bighth Ssasion of the
territorial legiclature convened at Omaha, December 2, 184l. He was a
candidate for speaker and was oppesed by both radical Republicans and
Demoerate. Mr. Reyneolds would compromlse with nelther and on the sixth
ballot, A. W, Jones of Omaha was elected speaker. As a result of the
bitterness of the contest he was appointed to one insignificant com-
mittee instead of receiving three commities assignments as was customary.
In thie session, he voted: 1. to exempt certain property of soldiers
from taxzations 2. for a resolution sustaining the Uniong 3. for a bill
to fix the rate of toll to be charged for grinding grain.

Milton Y. Reynolds, after retiring from sditorshlip of the Hews,
contimed to live at Nebraska City. This is evident from mention of
him and his wife in news items. Sometime in 1862, he bought the Omahe
Nebraskiasn from M, H. Clark for $500.00, mt Clark backed out and
Reynolds let him have 1t back for an additional $200.00. It would seem
that Mr., Reynolds then went Zast in October or Hovember, 1862, perhaps
intending to remain. Mr., Clark got into communication with him there
and they patched up an agreement whereby Reynolds was te be editor of
the Hebraskian., Late in March he arrived at Nebraska City on his way
to Omsha to tske charge of the Nebraskiasn, This arrangement lasted
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only a few monthe, for in December, 1863, both Clark and Reynolds
disposed of thelr interest to Alfred H. Jackson, who became sole
propriector of ithe Hebraskian, It was appavently at this time that Mr.
Reynolds retuwrned to Michigsw and became commercial editor of the
Detroit Press. e seems to have remained about 18 months, for in
June, 1865, he arrivaé in Lawrence, Kansas, to take charge of the
Bansas State Journal.® ’

At least two cther blographical sketches of Reynelds have heen
printed, both sime.l%m RS S'i".ox?ical Sketeh of ilton . Reynolds,
Noted Edmond Ploneer” appesred in the Eduond Sun on Jamaary 23, 1934,
ihis was mostly a veprint of an article by Dan Y. Peery in The

Chronicles of Oklahoma, to which reference has already been made. The

Bdmond Sun wrote:

Mr. Reynolds was one of the ploneers of Oklahoma who helped make
history in the formation perioed of this state. He was one of the wost
prouinent and one of the best known Oklahomans at the time of the
ovening, thrse months after which date he established The Edmond Sun.
Ko history of Oklahoma cculd be written without extended mention of
Hilton Reynolds. He was a noted wrlter for neuspapers and magazines
and a man of known ebility in hig day. [Historians these days are
seeking more knowledge of lfr, Heynolds. ‘

After the preceding remarks; the Sun reprinted most of the material
from Peery's sketch. Peery mentioned Reynelds’ ability as a Ybrilliant
newspaper correspondent and graphie writer," but the biography tends to
consist more of comment than of factual data.® e had long been cone-
sidered the nost raliable suthority on Indian affairs,% Peery wrote,
%and his views pertaining to the opening of the‘public lands to white

civilizaiion were read everywhere‘."g

o 6Ra.3miond Z. Dale, "Biographical Dictionary of Otoc Sounty, 1854~
1870 (unpublished mamiseripbt at Nebraska State Historiesl Society

Library}. :

TEdnond Sun, January 23, 1936.
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The biographical material presented by Dale was largely concerned
with Reynolds® life in Michipgan and Nebraska before he moved to Kansas
in 1865, Poery's biography dealt primarily with Reynoldé' life after |
the Indian Territory had already been opened to setilement. With the
intervening years this project is concerrned, This begins in 1865 when

Reynolds left Hebraska to seek his fortune in Kansas.



CHAPTER II
COVERING THE INDIAN COUNCILS

On June 1, 1865, Milton Wellington Reynolds, with Judge James
Christian and W. S. Rankin as his partners, established the Daily Kansas
State Journal at Lawrence. This, in one sense, marked the beginning of
Reynolds' ecrusade for the opening of the Indian Territory to settlement,
for in the Journal Reynolds first wrote of the Territory. The Journal
was the first of many periodicals the Great Writist was to use in setting
forth his views on policies concerning the Indians.

The Fort Smith Peace Council. Three months after his purchase of
the Journal , Reynolds, as a correspondent for both his own newspaper

and for the New York Tribune, was at Fort Smith, Arkansas, to cover the
Fort Smith Peace Council. The Councll was of vital importance. When
Civil War hostilities ceased, all of the Indians of the Choctaw Nation
were anxious for an early conference with representatives of the Federal
government, in order that they might ascertain upon what terms they
might restore thelr former friendly relations with that govermment. The
peace council was called to meet on September 1, 1865, at Armstrong
Academy, in accordance with the decision of the Grand Council of Con-
federate Indian Nations. After much correspondence, however, General

Cyrus Bussey asked the tribes to send their delegations to the division
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headquarters, Fort Smith. The peace council was finally convened there
~on Friday, September 8, 1865.l

For the New York Tribune Rsynolds wrote brief daily dispatches
about the proceedings of the council. Most of them were terse accounts
of proposals and decisions and were printed on page one. His first
dispateh concerned treaties for moving the tribes to new locations.

The Indian Council yesterday was taken up in reading the stipu-
lation to be imposed by the Govermment upon all treaties in the South-
West. The stipulations propose a grand consolidation of all Indian
Tribes into one nation, the territory of which shall be the present
Indian Territory, and such other as the Govermment may decide upon. The
tribes living in Kansas are to be removed south, and the South-Western
tribes ergeot.ed to compel the Indians of the Plains to obserwve the
treaties.

Whether or not inspired by Reynolds' stories, the Tribune printed
a lengthy editorial urging justice to the Indians and a settlement that
would result in peace with them.-

Most of the dispatches Reynolds sent to the Tribune were of only
one to three paragraphs in length. It is highly probable that he wrote
lengthy accounts of the council proceedings in his own newspaper, but
unfortunately, his files have been destroyed for that period except for
the issue of October 6, 1865, which described the closing activities,
ineluding a colorful war dance.

Reynolds' best account of the Fort Smith Council came in retrospect
years later. In it he explained Payne's interpretation of the results

and his own ideas.

1joseph B. Thoburn and Muriel H. Wright, Oklshoma, A History of
the State and Its People (New York, 1929), Vol. I, p. 371.

%ew York Tribune, September 13, 1865.
Ibid., p. 6.
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The council of 1865 was a notable one. On the part of the govern-
ment such distinguished statesmen and generals as W. T. Sherman,
General Parker, Governor Stanley of Minnesota, Senator Henderson of
Missouri, Judge Cooley, Commissioner of Indian affairs, acted as
comni ssioners.

The representatives of the Indian tribes were no less conspicuous
and brilliant., Indeed if the truth must be told, so far as power of
expression, knowledge of Indian treaties, and real oratory were concerned,
the Indians had decidedly the advantage. Their great leaders, John Ross
and Colonel Pytehlyne, were still living, and were active participants
of the great council., John Ross had been chief of the Cherokees for
over 40 years...Col. E. C. Bardinat was then comparatively a young man,
but he was then, as now, the most gifted and powerful in eloquence of
all the Cherokees. His elogquence was heroic and impassioned, but not
vapld or ebullient. He was a pronounced figure in the convention, and
though difficult to restrain, he gradually became conservative and his
ancient loyalty to the govermment was restored, and from that day to
this no man among the Cherockees has been more loyal to the flag nor
more desirous of carrying out the known policy of the Govermment towards
the Cherokees and other Indian tribes. Mayes was then an unknown
quantity. Ex-~Chief Busheyhead has acquired his fame among his peopls
since the date of that couneil.

The commissioners on the part of the govermment were charged with
making Jmown to all the tribes of the Southwest the policy of the
Govermment, who were assembled, it was reported, seventy-five thousand
strong, numbering not so many, but a very great multitude of chiefs,
warriors, sachems, leading men, women, and children. The Cherokees,
Cheyennes, Chickasaws, Choctaws, Seminoles, Creeks, and the tribes of
the plains, including Kansas Indians, nearly all came., The Indians
were told that the war had ended, peace had been proclaimed, that the
work of reconstruetion and rehabilitation was now being carried on
between the North and the South, and that former relations of the
semi-civilized tribes with the govermment must be restored; that they
had gone into the rebellion, and consequently forfeited all treaty
rights, and that all property once owned by them was now under the
terrible ban of confiscation. But the Govermnment, the commissioners
said, was not disposed to deprive them of a home; that their red
brothers who had remained loyal must be provided with homes; that the
persons they had recently sold as slaves must be declared freedmen, and
have the same rights as themselves if they chose to remain members of the
tribe; and that consequently their former reservations, if restored to
them, must be curtailed and restricted in order that the freedmen and
loyal red brethren in the North inhabiting Kansas, Nebraska, and the
Dakotas might have homes among them. It was largely a Kansas idea,
and prominent Kansas men, were there to enforce it. Kansas was then plas-
tered all over with Indian reservations. She wanted to get rid of the
Indians, They had lost all rights of property and all title to lands.
Consequently, they yielded whatever was asked. The Creeks and Seminoles
ceded the western portions of thelr reservations, including Oklahoma —
the home of the red man -~ to the Government...to colonize friendly
Indians and freedmen thereon. Thus titles parted from the Indians, and
Payne and his boomers declared it was public land and open to squatter
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settlement. Practically they were correct; technically they were wrong
as the ceded lands became Govermment lands but not Euhlia lands, as no
act of Congress had thrown them open to settlement.

One may observe here, as well as in later treaties, the basis of
Payne's campaign to justify settlement of the Territory by eantry in
defiance of the government, in contrast to Reynolds' crusade for action
by Congress to open the Territory.

In a matter of days after the Fort Smith Council, Reynolds appeared
at another Indian Couneil, This was at the Canville Trading Post, Osage
Nation, in Kansas., Reynolds was acting clerk at this treaty, in wvhich
the Osages ceded certain lands to the United States govermment and were
to move to other parts of their diminished reservation. The ceded lands
were later to be subject of much dispute, and Reynolds led a fight to
have them opened up for settlement. The Osage Treaty was concluded

September 29, 1865.

The Medicine Lodge Council. The next council that Reynolds
attended was the Medicine Lodge Council, in which the govermment

negotiated with the Kiowas, Comanches, Prairie Apaches, Arapahos, and
Cheyennes. Reynolds again represented the New York Iribune and the
Daily Kansas State Journal.

The trip to the Council may have resulted in the first meeting of
Reynolds and David L., Payne. Years later William Fayel, reporter for
the St. Louis Republican, who also attended the Council, wrote Reynolds,
"I observe you are at old headquarters of Payne. He told me he had
charge of the supply train on our expedition to Medicine Lodge Creek. "2

)ﬁm-xgn Tuttle Rock, Illustrated History of Oklahoma (Topeka,
18% s Pe .

Geuda Springs Herald, February 2, 1889.
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While at the Council, Reynolds almost lost his life, He offended
Black Kettle, a Cheyenne chief, and Black Kettle attacked him with a
tomahawk, Kicking Bird, chief of the Kiowas, intervened to save
Reynolds' life. Reynolds and Kicking Bird became great friends, and the
latter always called him the "paper chief."® When Chief Kicking Bird
died in 1875, Reynolds assumed his name for many of his writings, and
it was under the name, Kicking Bird, that Reynoclds became best known for
his writings about the Indian Territory.

Reynolds' dispatches to the New York Tribune were similar in form
to those ha sent from the Fort Smith Peace Council, An example is as
followss

Medicine Lodge — The Indians have stolen some horses from the
Horth Western Fur Company, near Fort Burford, and killed three men.

The latest information received from Superintendent Murphy, who is
in charge of the Indians already assembled at Medicine Lodge Creek,
where he remeins as sort of a hostage, is of the following purport:"

One account of the Medicine Lodge Council written by Reynolds has
been reproduced several times by writers dealing with the Council and
its significance. This account was originally in the form of a letter
to A, T, McNeal.

It was a great council on the part of the Indians., It is sald
that there were 15,000 present. At first they were sullen and morose
and not disposed to treat; they were hungry and mad. They were filled,
and, after feasting, they became better natured. It was at this couneil
that I heard Satanta, in the presence of General Sherman, boast of the
men he had killed and the horses he had stolen "up at Larned." He rode
a big black horse which was branded U, S. Satanta was a fiery speaker,
vehement, impetuous, tumultous as a torrent, generelly believed to be a
common liar and a most consummate scoundrel. Kicking Bird was the
second chief of the Kiowas and afterward became prinecipal chief. He
was a good Indian, I slept in the same tent with him. He once saved

"l‘opekn. State Journal, August 19, 1906.
7!!_93 York Tribune, October 4, 1867.
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my life and that of my friend, Colonel Murphy, but as that incident is
only important to ourselves, I pass it by.

On one occasion we /the peace commission/ came very near being
gobbled up by the Indlans, and probably would have been but for the
presence of two old Indian fighters —- Governor Samuel Crawford and
Gen, William S, Harney. It was a dull, dreary day. Listlessly and
lazily drops of rain drizzled all day long., Towards evening the Indians
became restless; they moved about sullenly, sluggishly and slow; they
would not come into the council. Governor Crawford called General
Harney's attention to the unpleasant signs which, to his practiced eye,
were plainly visible, The troops of the escort were at once drawn up
in a hollow square with the Peace Commission in the center, and a
Gatling gun turned straight upon the camp of the Indians. Needless to
say, there was no massacre such as occurred under similar circumstances
in the lava beds of Oregon a few years later.

After many days of powwowing, the Indians treated. They were
given homes in the Indian Territory. The conmission gave away empires
to the Cheyenne, Arapaho, Kiowa, Comanche, and Apache; they were given
anything they wanted in the way of lands and hunting grounds in the
Indian Territory -— anything to get them out of the state of Kansas.®

In the existing flles of the Dally Kansas State Journal there are
no further references to Reynolds' attending Indian councils for almost
three years after tﬁe Medicine Lodge Council. Reynolds wrote frequently,
however, of Indian problems and of his efforts to see that certain
policies were adopted. In an editorial entitled "Sound Indian Policy,"
published March 28, 1868, Reynolds asked that peaceful means be used to
settle Indian problems.

Three years ago we commenced writing up the civilizing and evangeliz-
ing process as applicable to the Indians. We took the bible instead of
the bullet theory, and advocated the christianizing instead of the
exterminating policy. For this we were grossly and bitterly denounced by
nearly if not all the papers in the State except the Atchison Champion.
We were stigmatized as an organ of the Indian Department. The St. Louls

Democrat and the Eastern Press were assalled and denounced for drawing
their inspirations on the Indian questions from the State Jourmal.?

8J0seph Thoburn, A History of Oklahoma (San Francisco, 1908),
PP. 113=114.

Daily Kensas State Journal, May 7, 1868.
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Reynolds indicates that 1865 was the year he commenced advocating
the peace policy, and he never deviated from that stand in any of his
offorts to have the Indian Territory opened for settlement.

Reynolds mentions that some newspapers were drawing their inspira-
tions on the Indian question from his newspaper, and he maintains that
several political leaders were looking to the State Journal for leader-
'hipo

Senator Ross is an attentive reader of the State Journal, and it
speaks well for his intelligence, his advanced and progressive ideas
and enlarged patriotism, to know that he draws much inspiration on
important questions from the columns of this paper; so also does
Senator Pomeroy, Sidney Clarke, Gov. Crawford, Gov. Carney, and all

other public men who have sense and brains enough to appreciate wise
policies wi'ﬂzoui;oatopping to inquire whether at the time they are

popular or not.
Clarke was later to have a major role in securing the opening of

the Indian Territory to setilement, and it was he who years later
delivered an oration at Reynolds' funeral. Even at the time of the
above editorial, Clarke was chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs
of the United States House of Representatives. Though several bills

had been introduced to organize the Indian Territory, Clarke's committee
was the first to report favorably to the House of Representatives on
such legislation.

The Osage Council. In May, 1868, Reynolds began a campaign in
favor of the Osage Treaty, which inwvolved attempts to remove the Indians
from lands in Kansas to the Indian Territory. He began a series of
columns on the subject on May 7 while en route to the Osage Council on
the banks of Drum Creek. "The Osages apparently feel that the present

101114, , March 28, 1868,
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is a turning point in their history," he wrote. "They are asked to sell
their reservation in Kansas, comprising nearly eight million acres of
land, soil that is sacred to them, and remove from these happy hunting
grounds to a distant home in the mﬂ:."n

Reynolds' associates on the trip to Drm Creek ineluded Governor
Robinson and the Hon. N. G. Taylor, Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 12

.Reynolds undertook one more assigmment, this time at the request
of the govermment. This assigmment was to give him more insight into
Indian problems. On July 25, 1868, the United States Senate consented
to the ratification of a treaty with the Pottawatomie Indians providing
for a reservation in the Indlan Territory for such members of that tribe
as would choose to remove there.l3 0. H. Browning, Secretary of the
Interior, on November 21, 1868, appointed Shelby T. Shipley, Milton W.
Reynolds, and E. Reese Roxbury as a commission to proceed to the Indian
Territory to choose a reservation.l4 The assigmment was not carried
out until 1869 and provided Reynolds with much material for his writings
about the Indian Territory.

Reynolds' First Trip to Washington. In March, 1869, Reynolds went
to Washington. This was the first of his many journsys there, and the
dispatches and editorials he sent back to his newspaper made it plain

that the Indian problem was foremost in his thoughts.

Urpid., May 7, 1868,
12114,

133, B. Chapman, "The Absentee Reservations of the Pottawatomies,™
The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 24 (1946), p. 298.

ldrbid.
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In the first editorial he sent from Washington, entitled "A Peace
Policy for the Indians," Reynolds advocated reservations for the
Indians., He later wrote with some bitierness of the need for adopting
such a poliey.

What has been done, and successfully done, by the establishment
of schools and shurches to elevate the African race, it is proposed to
do, or endeavor to do, in the elevation of the original proprietors of
the American continent., The military will not interfere with the
civilized tribes of the Indian Territory. The reservation poliecy, that
of segregating upon certain definite districts the wild tribes, and
there teaching them the arts of agricul ture, gm indueing them to abandon
their wild, nomadic habits, will be adopted.l

Reynolds also endorsed President Grant's "Quaker" Indian poliecy.
After Grant had been elected to the presidency, a ‘comni ttee representing
the Soeiety of Friends (Quakers) called upon him and urged upon his
attention the expediency and propriety of seleecting religious men for
appointments as agents of the wvarious tribes, arguing that such
men would endeavor to secure scber, upright, truthful men as agency
employees as far as prmtiaable.lé Not only did he readily agree to
adopt the suggestions of the committee of Quakers, or Friends, but
in other instances he also sought to place them under the administrative
care of officers who were detailed from the army for that purpou.17
Reynolds was somewhat facetious in his endorsement of the policy.

While I do not believe the President will appoint exclusively
Quakers to these positions, no more than he will appoint exclusively
Methodists or Presbylerians in any other department of the Govermment,

I do consider it as a strong indication that he has determined upon the
peace policy, the ecivilizing, Christian policy, which has been so

1%Laurence Republican Daily Journsl, March 20, 1869.

16508eph B. Thoburn and Muriel H. Wright, Oklahoma, A History of
the State and Its People (New York, 1929), Vol. 1, p. 455.

17104,
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successful in the Indian territory in the general control and management
of Indian affairs. I may add that these foreshadowings have caused
great gquakings among the present incumbents and applicants not of the
Quaker persuasion, and that they are now engaged with ecommendable
diligence in the study of the language of thee and thou and yea verily,
and many of them are making large investments in broad-brimmed hats and
shad-bellled eoats.l®

In another editorial from Washington, Reynolds outlined his plan
for territorial organization and suggested for the first time that
preparations be made for admission of the Indian Territory as a state.
The reflective article presented Reymolds' conclusions after considering
the Indian treaties and the policies of President Grant. He defines
the Indian question as a question of great significance.

If there is any subjeet to which I have given any thought and
attention, it is the Indian question. With reconstruetion practically
settled, and Mormoniam soon to melt away by the advance of the Pacific
Railroad, and the eonsequent influx of a Gentile population, the Indian
question becomes the great question, especially of interest to Kansas
and the West, I am satisfied the good sense of the President is being
applied to this question in the proper spirit. Civilization is the
key-note of his poliey.... To carry out the spirit of this policy I am
satisfied important changes should be made in the conduct and management
of the semi-civilized tribes of the Indlan Territory. These tribes have
now reached a high degree of culture. They are now for the most part
prepared to assume the prerogatives and privileges of eltizenship, at
all events they are Ervpu-nd for the inchoate condition of a representa-
tive commonwealth,..:9

Reynolds suggested that Indian agencies be abolished and their
employees, as useless luxuries, be dispensed with., Instead of agents,
he advocated a territorial govermment in which a delegate from the tribes
would present their claims and wants to Congress. After having passed .

through the proper period of tutorage and preparation, the Territory
would be admitted as a state.

18 aurence Republican Daily Journal, March 27, 1869.
19rp1a.



Though Reynolds' attitude was to changs drastically touaxrd the
Indians aud their status in the later atages of his crusade to open
the Territory to setltlement, he now portrayed them as *fully prepared to
enter at least the preparatory stages, the territorial form of government,
that lecds to the brosd plane ef citizenship and an equal share in- the
dutles and responsibililies of the Govermment, 20

These tribes ave no longsr wandering, living upon the precarious
gubsistence of the chase. They have a possesscry right in the scil....
They have esraed the ttle and should be allowed to aszume the preroga-
tives aud privileges of citizenship.<l

With his thoughts on the Indians and the Territory crystellized

to this extent, Reynolds was prepsred to maks an exevrsion inte the

Territory to study first-hand the inhabitants amd‘resoﬁrces of the land.

Divid,

Zrvia,



CHAPTER III
INTO THE INDIAN TERRITORY

In 1868 Milton Reynolds was appointed a member of a three-man
commission which was to proceed into the Indian Territory and
establish a reservation for the Pottawatomie Indians, After numerous
delays, plans were finally made in March, 1869, to carry out the
assigmment. Inclement weather, swollen streams, and muddy roads were
so dishsartequ to the Pottawatomie delegation that it refused to
accompany the commission. On March 29, however, the commission headed
toward the Indian Territory, accompanied by a delegation of Sac and Fox
Indians to establish new homes for both the Pottawatomie and Sac and Fox
tribes.l

The trip gave Reynolds an opportunity to make his first trip to
the Territory since 1865, when he attended the Fort Smith Peace Council.
The journey, partially by rallroad and partially by horseback, was about
1,000 miles in length. Including delays in crossing swollen streams,
examining the country, and marking the exterior boundaries of the
reservation, the commission spent nearly two months in the ‘l'm-ri.'t.or,;r.‘2

The Beautiful Indian Country. Though the mission was for the United
states govermment, Reynolds gathered much information for his own

Li1ton W. Reynolds, Report to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
June, 1869, on file, National Archives and Record Service, Washington | 25,
D. C.

Ibid.

25
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newspaper. Some indication of his high productivity as a writer is
revealed in the fact that Reynolds wrote approximately 17,000 words
about the Indian Territory. The material was published in five consecutive
articles in the Republican Daily Journal. The first four t;rt.‘lolea were
highly deseriptive, and one may observe in them the word pictures which
Reynolds was to use agaln and again in his efforts to have the Territory
opened to settlement. Such an approach was often necessary to stimulate
a land boom in a specific area, for there was no shortage of land
available for homesteading. As late as 1899 there were still 337,948
acres in three districts in Missouri subject to homesteading or purchase
at §1.25 an acre.’ Throughout the West thousands of honest and sincere
homestead-seekers had been persuaded that certain lmd;, which actually
was of little value, was so rich thst it would being them wealth, and

the sacrifices they made in proving the falsity of the stories are almost
too terrible to be recounted.® The madness of a land boom is beyond the
ken of those who have not lived in it., As 2 rule, it is & manmufactured
article, although its foundation may rest upon honest optimism.?

At this stage it :ln‘ probable that Reynolds was enthralled with the
beauty of the land and sincerely optimistic about its potential for the
white settler. In later stages of his crusade some of the words were to
become rather time-worn.

As Reynolds and his party rode over the lands and by the homes of
the Quapaws, Senecas, Shawnees, and through the famous Cherokee country,

3state Labor Commissioner's Official Land Map of Missouri, 1899.

43ohn R. Spears, "The Boomers of the West," Munsey's Magazine, °
September, 1901, p. 850.

S5Ibid., p. 852.



he observed the tribes making a new beginning in the Territory.

Most of them...will soon be in a state of independence with their
flocks and herds cropping the luxuriant grasses upon the picturesque
hills that at intervals adorn and beautify this productive and beautiful
country. The flowers, the greatest in variely and of the most delicate
blossom anywhere to be found on this continent, are out in bloom. It
seems as 1f one was making an all day's journey through one continuous
garden, Here are acres of verbenas, pinks of every description and
many other varieties that are sought after and cultivated with such
care and attention in our choicest botanical gardens.®

As an appeal to the farmers, Reynolds wrote of acres and aeres of
natural red-top meadows, high as a horse's back, a wonderful wealth of
rich and 1mr1ant prairie grau."

From Fort Gibson, Reynolds traveled by pony into the Creek Nation.
From Prairie Town he wrote of the Creek government and of economie
conditions among the Creeks. As he moved on to Gano's Ford, he wus
moved again by the beauty of the Territory, and it may have been from
these views that he later described the Territory as the "Indian parks.”
Such impressions as revealed in the following excerpt may have provided
a strong motivation for his efforts to have the Indian Territory opened
to settlement, and they could conceivably impress others seeking new
lands:

Imagine this ocean prairie a "silver sea," and the words which the
enraptured poet ascribed to England will apply very well to this beautiful
Indian Territory--

*"This other Eden, demi-paradise,

This fortress built by nature for herself,
Against infection, and the hands of war;
This happy breed of men, this little world,
This precious stone set in the silver sea,
Which serves in it the office of a wall,

Or as a mot defensive to a house, 8
Against the envy of less happier lands,

é!.m Republican Daily Journal, May 30, 1869.



More concrete items also attracted Reynolds' attention on the
Journey., He studied the streams and water courses, the timber and coal
resources, the salt springs, and possible railroad routes in the
Territory. He observed the eivilized tribes repairing the waste and the
desolation caused by the Civil War. Though the Indians had been
despoiled and plundered by both Union and Confederate armies, large
farms were now being cultivated again, and the Indians were making good
use of the fertile land they ocoupied.”’

Since Reconstruction was nearly complete by 1869, Reynolds felt
that the Indian question was the "only disturbing element to prevent a
ﬁemofal and prosperous reign" for President Grant.19 In one of his
lengthy articles written in the Indian Territory he praised Grant for
his Quaker poliecy and for applying the principles of Christianity to
the Indian problems. Reynolds wanted the problems settled during Grant's
administration, and he demanded speed in finding a solution to them. Hia.
demand for urgency was not heeded to the extent that the action he wanted
was taken before Grant left offfce.

Reynolds presented three phases of his argument that were to be
used throughout his erusade. These were:

1. That the Indian question must be setiled in justice to the
settlers and to the Indlans,

2. That the locomotive is a symbol of the break-through of
civilization into the Territory and 1t cannot be stopped.

3. That Indians should hold lands in severalty rather than in
common and thus reserve some of the land for settlement.

Not all of these arguments belonged exclusively to Reynolds, but

June, 1869.
1aurence Republican Daily Journal, May 30, 1869.



they became a major part of his over-all argument, and many of his
editorials were based on the three points.

Reynolds' observations also brought him to the conclusion that
settlement of the Indian problem was essentlal in jJustice to both the
write settler and the Indian.

Considerations of humanity, long delayed justice to our frontier
settlers and unprotected pioneers-men, not less than national poliey,
unite in urging an early solution and settlement of this question. The
bleaching bones of hundreds of the too daring and hardy ploneers lie
scattered along the great lines of travel across the western prairies,
and whiten the sand plains of the Platte, the Smoky Hill, and the
Arkansas, 1l

In consideration of the Indian, Reynolds felt that a great nation
of forty million people should be strong enough to do justice to a
#*yeak and inferior race of 300,000 Indians,™ 2 Do not the demands of a
Christian civilization and & common humanity alike impel us to make some
effort to avert from the Indian race the terrible doom of a swift and
sure annihilation?™> The annihilation to which he referred was largely
by the locomotive. His observations, mostly en route to the Territory,
were to become a major theme of his campalgn for opening the Territory.

The march of civilization is crowding and pressing upon the Indians.
The thundering tread and tramp of the locomotive outstrips the speed of
their {leetest horses. On the broad prairie, in the blcoming valley,
and through the thick forest, the scream of the engine and music of the
water-wheel awaken the dull monotony of these primeval solitudes, and

start new, strange melodies where the wild war-whoop summoned to the
dance and the chase.lé

Advocating Lands in Severalty. There was an answer, Reynolds
believed, which would insure justice to both the settler and the Indian
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and which would prevent the annihilation of the Indians. The solution
was to let each member of the tribe have one hundred and sixty acres and
let the remainder of the land be appraised and sold to white settlers.
The settlers would then become cltizens of the tribe or nation, and the
money paid for the land would be used for public improvements. At the
time of this suggestion the various tribes held the lands in common, and
members of each tribe roamed at will within the boundaries of the land
their tribes held. Reynolds believed that each Indian, through this
arrangement, could obtain a good home and be secure regardless of what
arrangements the govermment might make in the future.

There iz some confirmation and some contradiction to Reynolds'
analysis of what the Indians thought about dividing up the land.
Reynolds reported that a strong party in favor of sectionizing the lands
was increasing in numbers. He balioved that the ablest men in the tribes
favored the severalty solution, but that they dared not advocate the
policy openly.

J. H, Beadle, another newspaper writer who made a tour similar to
that of Reynolds but one year later, said he found three distinet parties
among the Cherokees, among which was one favering white immigration,
after setting apart a considersble farm to each Indian.l5 He discovered
on further examination, however, that the party was vbry small among all

16 Beadle

the tribes and that members of it were regarded as traitors.
was strongly opposed to opening the Territory to white settlement and to

the w&lty policy. It is perhaps a paradox that Reynolds and Beadle

1550seph B. Thoburn and Muriel H. Wright, Oklahoma, A History of
the State and Its People (New York, 1929), Vel. II, p. 873.

lérpia,



made similar tours through the Territory and presented many similar
statements about the Indians; yet each presented a different solution to
the question of what to do with the Indians and their lands. Beadle,
like Reynolds, believed that if the Indians could not be civilized, the
“rage is doomed.™7 He believed, however, that the Indian's best hope
lay in not opening the Territory to settlement.

Reynolds' analysis of the Indian Territory with recommendations on
how to solve the Indian question appeared in the May 30th issue of his
newspaper. This was at the conclusion of his tour into the Territory.

Shortly after his return he made a trip to Washington., His purpose
was to report officially to Commissioner of Indian Affairs Ely S. Parker
the status of the Pottawatomie and Sac and Fox reservations. His first
editorial from Washington, dated June 15, 1889, showed that the Indian
problem was on his mind and that memories of beautiful gardens were still
with him.

And the "great writist®...has again "swung the circle" of

The odiferous perfume of the flowers of the beautiful Indian Tmitory
still steal softly and sweetly over his senses, mingling with the aroma
and fragrance of the cultivated varieties from every clime and nation
and kindred in this capital.l®

Before making his report to Parker, Reynolds first visited with
President Grant and General Sherman. The subject of their discuassion
was protection of the frontier. Considering the fact that Reynolds had
just returned from the Territory and in view of his later report to
Parker, it is reasonable to assume that he made recommendations for

solving the Indian question to the President.

171pi4.
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A Report to Commissioner Parker. After his interview with Grant,
Reynolds called on Commissioner Parker and submitted his 28-page report.
It undoubtedly recelived Parker's attention, for Reynolds wrote, "Having
been able to read it in my handwriting proves him an educated man. nl9

In the document that he submitted to Parker, Reynolds went beyond
a report on the sites for Pottawatomle and Sac and Fox recommendations.
He recommended officially and in writing that certain steps be taken to
solve the Indian question and prepare for the opening of the Territory
to white settlement. Though the report bore the names of all three
members of the commission, it was in Reynolds' handwriting and paralleled
in many instances the recommendations that he had published in his own
newspaper,

In a spirit of liberal and broad catholicity to meet the wants of
civilization and the insatiable demands of white settlers for more lands
to settle upon and occupy, many of the leading men of these tribes are
now agitating and favoring the sectionizing of thelr lands and throwing
them open to white setilement upon some such terms as these —— each member
of the tribe to have one hundred and sixty acres (160) of land in fee
simple, the balance to be appraised and sold to white settlers upon
their becoming citizens of their tribes, the proceeds to be devoted to
internal and public improvements in proportion to the ration of lands
owned and sold by each tribe.0

Reynolds presented the question to Commissioner Parker as one of
great import and expressed hope that the govermment would ald in its
solution "in the spirit of liberality and magnanimity which should
characterize a great and liberal p.ople."zl

The Great Writist returned to Lawrence after making the report and

resumed his writings concerning Indian problems in the Journal. He

19714,
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remained in Lawrence for more than a year and thea in February, 1871,

he made his third trip to Washington, D, C. He was concerned with the
matter of Indian lands this trip, this time the Osage lands in
Kanses. Reynolds sent a series of columns to his newspaper, deseribing
visits with prominent Washington personalities. A comment in the Journal
showed that his writings were receiving some notice.

Mr. Reynolds leaves for Washington tomorrow, and while cur readers
will miss his ready pen at home, they will be more than compensated by
his letters from that eity. They have not forgottem his commmnications
the last time he was there. No Washington correspondence of a Kansas
paper has ever atiracted so much or so favorable notice.?2

There wag, however, a notice of less favorable nature in the
Journal while Reynolds was in Washington. One of the pertmners,

I. S, Kalloch, announced that he was selling his interest to another
partner, T. Dwight Thacher.?? Thacher in turn announced that he hoped
to keep Reynolds' valuable services with the Journal but that he

would not decide until Reynolds returned from Washington. He apparently
decided thet The Great Writist was expendable, for on April 7, 1871,
Thacher's name appeared alone on the masthead, and Reynolds was no longer
editor.

On April 9, 1871, an advertisement one~half column in depth
appeared in the Journal with Reynolds' signature. With the heading,

“LET THEIR BE LIGHT —- Prospectus of the Parsons Sun," Reynolds announced
that he would establish a newspaper at Parsons. Amidst various lofty
ambitions and noble purposes proclaimed by Reynolds, there was a hint

that Reynolds had not fared well in political maneuvers. Thacher wrote,

ZM Republiean Daily Journal, February 19, 1871.
Prvid., April 5, 1871.
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“The politicians have acted seurvily by him. We would rather be editor
of such a paper as we know he will make at Parsons than to run a dozen
~ Laurence post offices. #24 |
Reynolds left for ?afsons, vhere he made some of his most

determined efforts to have the Indian Territory opened to éettlement.

2htbid, , April 9, 187.



CHAPTER IV
JUSTICE TO THE INDIAN

On June 17, 1871, Reynolds began publishing the Parsgons Sun.

"Our purpose is plain," he wrote in his first column. "The Sun is
established for the pecuniary interest of its proprietors, to promote the
growth of the rising young city of Parsons, advance the interests and aid
in the development of Southern Kansas and the State. "™

Reynolds was to participate in many political battles in the eight
years he spent publishing the Sun. Many of his efforts were devoted to
problems com;rning the Indisns, but the one problem that occupied most
of his attention was the Indian Territory and getting it opened to
white settlement. Reynolds wrote some of his most pointed and forceful
editorials while at Parsons. Throughout most of them one central theme
emerges: The opening of the Indian Territory should be speeded up in
Justice and fairness to the Indian.

Intrusion of the Railroads. His first article on the Indian
Territory appeared on the first day of publication of the Sun. Reynolds
cited a decision of the United States Supreme Court which upheld the
right of federal tax agents to collect tobacco taxes in the Territory.?
This, in Reynolds' judgment, established without question the right of

lparsons Sun, June 17, 1871.

21bid.
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the federal government to legislate for and control the affairs of the
Indian Territory. The article, like many others he was to write,
utilized the figures of speech which Reynolds had used in his earlier
editorials. The decision "crumbles to pleces the Chinese Wall,® he
wrote, "and leaves the question of legislative action as relates to
organization and control of the Territory one simply of state or national
I:vcali.n‘.!y."3 Again plcturing the locomotive as the symbol of eivilization,
he wrote, "The engine is more powerful than the Indian.... The engine
carries with it schools, churches, ...and in the breath of its nostrils
every shadow must retreat."

The Indians at this time feared the rallroads almost as much as
they feared a white man's govermment over them, ? They had not, however,
mani fested any opposition to them when the original rights of way
through the Territory were granted by the treaties of 1866.6 In these
treaties the Indians had consented to the grant of right of way for two
railroads, one to cross the territory from north to south, one from east
to west. On July 26, 1866, only a week after the execution of the
treaty with the Cherckees, Congress passed an act authorizing the Union
Pacific Rallway Company, Southern Branch, to extend its road from the
Kansas line south through the Indian Territory, along the valleys of
the Grand and Arkansas rivers, to Fort &ith."' On the next day the

1bid.
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Atlantic and Pacific Rallroad Company was incorporated by Act of Congress
to build a road from St. Louis to San Framiaco.s In 1870 the Union
Pacific Southern Branch, its name now changed to Missouri, Kansas and
Texas Rallway Company, began the construction of the first railrcad in
the Indian Territory. By February of the next year, 1871, trains were
running into Muskogee, and by December the line was complete across the
Red River into Dennison.? The Atlantic and Pacific entered the Cherckee
Nation at Seneca in May, 1871, and reached the Missouri, Kansas and
Texas at Vinita in November of that year.l0

Thus, in 1871, as Reynolds started publishing the Parsons Sun, the
railroads provided him with considerable material for his crusade. The
intrusion of the railroad and its attendant effects greatly disturbed
the peace of the Indians, and by the time it arrived at the Arkansas
River the situation became actually alarming.ll At the temporary
terninus known as Gibson Station a considerable town sprang up in a few
days. Railworkers, bridge-builders, and merchants mumbered several
hundred, but there came alsc hordes of gamblers, thieves, prostitutes,
whisky sellers, and all the unsavory followers of frontier camp 1ife. 12
Like a devastating pestilence the construction of the railroad passed
through the country with its noisome concomitants, leaving the people
greatly relieved, but still shaken from the contact and evil association
and nsw problems introduced by this strange contrivance of the white

81nda.

I1nda.
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man.1? Through the influence of the railrcad, word had gone out of
beautiful and fertile acres, and misrepresentations of the projected
opening of the country to settlement. The way the Indian affairs had
- been administered led to the belief that where the white man was
sufficiently aggressive and persistent the supposed rights of the
Indians would have to yield. The result was the intrusion of several
thousand white people crossing from Kansas into the Cherckee Nation,
settling and laying off regular allotments in the belief that their
clains would ultimately ripen into valid titles.l4

One of the earliest articles that Reynolds wrote concerning the
railroads alsoc dealt with the question of whether the lands of the Creeks
and the Seminoles were subject to settlement as public lands as a result
of the 1866 treatlies. His editorial was inspired by an article in the
Lawrence Tribune writien by a correspondent from the Indian Territory
named "Montauk." Reynclds believed that this correspondent was the
first to call attention to this large and inviting homestead area.l’

He also mentioned that the position taken by Montauk was fortified by
collateral statements by another eorrespondent.

We happen to know that the "prominent Cherokee® is not only a
member of the tribe, but is one of the very ablest men in the Territory.
He ie an educated man and would be an ornament in the halls of Congress.
He need never fear and does not fear ggping and contact with "the
superior civilization of the whites."

There is little doubt that Reynolds is referring to E. C. Boudinot

as the suthor of the collateral statements., DBoudinot's writings and

L31bid., p. 183.
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leotures later caused several premature colonization movements in the
Territory. It is possible that the material in Reynolds' editarial is .
one of the first of Boudinei's published contentions that the title to
the Indian Territory was absolute and vested in the United States, and
that it ceased to be a part of the Indian country when the treaty of
1866 was completed. Boudinot, in 1875, tried to establish a newspaper
at Muskogee with Reynolds' brother, George, as one of his partners.

The Creek Indians, however, ordered the press moved out of the Cresk
Hation within ten days; thus was ended the venture. 17

Reynolds accepted as a foregone conclusion that the Indian Territory
would be cpened to settlement at an early date.18 He pictured the
Eastern traveller riding the Missouri, Kansas and Texas railway through
Kansas and Missouri, viewing farms, orchards, and growing towns.

But as soon ag the Indian Territory is reached the scene changes.
Here, for 25 miles, scarcely a farm is seen, and hardly an acre of
cultivated ground. Hardly a dozen Indians, even, will be seen cn the
entire route, though they are the proprietors of 50,000,000 acres of
land. The aggressive dominant spirit of Anglo-Saxon civilization will
hardly suffer such a picture long to remain., The magnificent park
cannot be preserved for ng purposes. It must be subdued and
subjected to cultivation.l?

Reynolds renewed his suggestion for sectionizing the lands. He
modified his earlier suggestion to the extent that he recommended that
the head of every Indian family be given 320 acres and each other member
of the family 80 or 160 acres. The remainder would be scld at $1.25 per

acre for the benefit of the Indians.® "Let Justice be done the Indian

17Foman, p. 08.
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before it is too late,” he pleaded, "and before the aggressive spirit
cf the American people has obtained active possession of the lands, "2

Though he never advised settlers to go upon Indian lands, Reynolds
believed that white intrusion was 1mﬂmb1;.22 The settlers might be
driven back by the military, but no sconer would the troops be removed
than the settlers would flock back. From his point of view there was
only one solution:

The Indian Territory must be opened to settlement, and that
speedily. This is an inevitable fact. Every border man knows it, and
feels it., The intelligent men among the Indians know it and feel it.
Plainly it is the duty of Congress this winter to settle this question.
Justice to the Indian demands it.23

On November 18, 1871, the Sun reprinted a brief note from the
Buporia News announcing that Reynolds had been re-elected president of
the Kansas Press Assoclation and termed it a well-earned compliment.

On November 25, 1871, Reynolds mentioned in his own column that
"Jashington dispatches indicate thet M, W. Reyrolds has been appointed
Receiver of Public Moneys at Humboldt, Kansas."?* He thanked his friends,
ineluding Senator Pomeroy, Senator Caldwell, and Hon. Sidney Clark. |
Reynolds accepted the position in Humbeldt but decided he would also
contime publishing the Sun. 25 He began his duties at Neodesha rather
than at Humboldt, possibly because Nsodesha was much cleser to Parsons.

Shortly after he accepted the position at Neodesha, Reynolds

announced that a new publication would be started in January, 1872.

2rpid.
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*The good health and vigorous life of the pet of Kansas people and the
Kansas press, the Kansas Magazine, seem to be assured," he wrote. 26

He decided to begin publication of the magazine with 2,000 subscribers,
at a price of $3.00 a subscriber, and to augmnent the mmber with
thousands of other copies. The Kansas Magazine was printed on “fine
white paper," and its general make-up and appearance was patierned

after the style of Harper's and Atlantic Monthly.?’ In the Kansas
Magazine Reynolds wrote his most widely acclaimed article in behalf of
opening the Indian Territory to settlement. The article appeared in
June, 1872, Before that, however, Reynolds encountered some difficulties

concerning his job at Neodesha. Some of his political skeletons were

being rattled.
Reynolds Accused of Accepting Bribe. The Kansas State Legislature,

on Jamary 24, 1872, passed a resolution establishing a joint comnmittee
to investigate all charges of bribery and corruption connected with the
Senatorial elections of 1867 and 1871. Though the committee ostensibly
was to investigate attempts to bribe and influence members of the
legislature, 1t turned its attention to S. C. Pomeroy, Sidney Clarke,
and Reynolds. The committee reported that Pomeroy and Clarke, in March,
1866, jointly paid onme thousand dollars and promised to pay further the
sum of two thousand dollars for which they executed their joint notes to
Reynolds, in consideration that he would use the columns of the State

Journal at Lawrence to secure the election of Pomeroy to the Senate in

261114, , December 9, 1871.
2"’Ih:td‘., Jamary 6, 1872.



42

1867 and Clarke to Congress in 1866.% Reynolds later sued on the notes
but lost when Clarke and Pomeroy pleaded illegal consideration. The
comnittee reported that Reynolds- had the case prepared for the Supreme
Court but decided not to proceed, and soon afterwards he was appointed
to the land office at Neodesha.?? As he often did when unfavorable
conments were made about him, Reynolds printed the committee report in
its entirety on the front page of the Sun. He neither defended himself
nor acknowledged the truth of the political report. ;

"The M State." Though Reynolds was involved in several
political arguments, he still held the job at Neodesha, directed publica-
tion of the Sun and the Kansas Magazine, and found time to continue
his writings advocating the opening of the Indian Territory to settle-
ment. In the June, 1872, issue of his magazine and in the June 15,

1872, issne of the Sun Reynolds printed his lengthy article entitled

*The Indian State." Sidney Clarke said of the article that it *had a
powerful effect in determining the great controversy in favor of
sottlers."X Marion Tuttle Rock deseribed it as outlining fully the
poliey of the govermment to be pursued in settling the Indian quasuon.z‘l
Reynolde, in 1888, looked back upon the article as the beginning of his
his ™unfaltering faith and persistent purpose® in getting the Territory

®1pid. , March 9, 1872.
vid.

Dpiarion Tattle Rock, Illustrated History of Oklahoma (Topeka,
1890), p. 104.

3l1pid., p. 101.



43

organized and opened to settlement.32 The article, in essence, was
Reynolds' own thesis that the Indian Territory should be opened to -
settlement.

From Reynolds' point of view the problems of Reconstruction had now
been settled. The warring states had now returned to their normal
political activities. The Negro was enfranchised, and civil rights for
all had been guaranteed by the force and power of the Gonstitution.>>
Now another question demanded a solution. This was the much discussed
Indian question. »

The question cannot be put down., It must be met, discussed and
settled. Justice to the unprotected frontiersman demands its solution

and settlement. Humanity to the Indians requires it. The irresistible
march of civilization forces it upon the people, and the peoplsarnm to

Congress for its speedy, prompt, just and honorable adjustment.

Reynolds recalled that in 1865 the cormissioners of the govermment
were instructed at the couneil held at Fort Smith to inform the civilized
tribes that it was the wish of the govermment that lands should be ceded
for the occupancy of the wild tribes of the plains and of Kansas.
Ireaties for the sale of the ia:nda were subsequently made and ratified,
and the work of removal was done about as fast as could be expected.

The organization of the Territory in some form seemed now a foregone

conclusion.

The time is opportune for the organization of the Territory upon a
broad and liberal basis, one that shall be commensurate with the present
wants and future requirements of this great domain of 50,000,000 acres of
land, and that shall do justice to the Indian, meet all the aspirations
of his race for future growth and progress and development, and will not

3%euda Springs Herald, February 25, 1888,
”Kanua Magazine, June 1872, pp. 481-487.
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engage in the futile tasks °§ attempting to beat down the rising wave of
settlement and civilization.-??

Reynolds believed thai even the Indian could not fall to see the
significance of the approach of the railroad and the encroachment of
civilization on all sides. The Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railway would
be completed by the following October. The Missourl River, Fort Scott
and Gulf road was at the northern boundary of the Territory, as was the
Leavenworth, Lawrence, and Galveston road. Other roads from Missouri,
Arkansas, and Texas were noving' toward the Territory. From every
direction might come an avalanche of civilization and white settlers.36
Since the Indians could not long withstand such an avalanche, the wisest
move would be to give them a perpetual guarantee of citizens' rights and
open the Territory to settlement. Reynolds' idea was to let Congress
organize the Territory as other territories had been organized, first
securing to every man, woman, and child of each tribe a special allotment
of 160 aecres of land to each. The Indians should have the best land
and should be given one year to make a soloctim.m Reynolds' views
were very similar to those that he expressed to Commissioner of Indian
Affairs Parker in 1869, but his analysis was much more detailed.

In "The Indian State" Reynolds established moral, legal, and
economic bases for opening the Indian Territory to white settlement.
This was the last of his articles of such length, research, and organi-
zation, Most of his subsequent articles dealt with only one phase of

the Territory problem.
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In March, 1875, Reynolds visited Washington again, but if his purpose
concerned the opening of the Territory, it was not revealed in the
dispatches from there.

On July 5, 1875, Reynolds was invited to be principal speaker at a
celebration of the civilized nations of the Indian Territory. 'l‘h;
speech was made at Atoka, I. T., and when it was reproduced in the Sun,
it filled almost the entire front page. Though Reynolds praised the
Indians for their progress toward civilization, most of the speech was
highly descriptive and appeared to be an exercise of Reynolds'
vpcahulary.as

A personal item in the Sun on July 17, 1775, mentioned that
"Col. E. C. Boudinot, the Cherckee orator, is visiting in the 0:!.ty."39
Boudinot was involved in the tobacco tax case mentioned earlier in this
chapter and was largely responsible for some of the early colonization
attempts in the Territory.

Reynolds Elected to Legislature. In 1875 Reynolds made his first
campaign for public office since serving in the Nebraska legislature
1859-1863. Reynolds nominated himself for the legislature in Kansas.4”
He was elected on the Republican ticket by a majorify of 43 votes over
G. W. Gabriel and became representative of the 43rd district in Kansas.*t

Shortly after his election on November 2, 1875, he received
considerable newspaper support for speakership of the Kansas House of

Bparsons Sun, July 17, 1875.
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Representatives. On November 20 the Sun reprinted editorial endorsements
from the Paocle Spirit, Independence Courier, Lawrence Standard, Neosho
County Journal, Kansas City Times, Wichita Eagle, and Oswego Independent.?
On November 24 endorsements appeared from the Chetopa Advance and the
Kansas City Times again. On December 4 the Sun reprinted endorsements

from the Cherokee Index, Winfield Cowley County Courier, and the

Sedalia Bazoo. Other endorsements came from the Wyandotte Gazetie,

Kansas City Journal, Wathena Reporter, Humboldt Union, and the Crawford
County _l;gu_g.@ The endorsements may have helped, but they were not
enough. Reynolds printed the notice of his defeat by D. C. Haskell

of Lawrence,%4

Toward the end of 1875 Reynolds helped found the Kansas State
Historical Society.4?

Reynolds was present when the state legislature convened in Topeka
early in 1876. He wrote columns regularly for publication in the Sun
and now signed them with his new pen name, "Kicking Bird." The famed
Kiowa Chieftain of that name died May 3, 1875. From this time on
Reynolds published most of his writings over the name of the man who had
saved his life at the Medicine Lodge Council in 1867. In the legislature
Reynolds was concerned mostly with educational measures. He was finally

successful in securing passage of a bill to restore the sale of 500,000
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acres of public lands to the common school fund after an editorial
campaign and a two-hour speech in the 1agislature.46

Though he made no mention of it in the Sun, Reynolds was city
superintendent of schools in Parsons in 1876.%7 He was also appointed
by Governor Osborn as a member of the State University Board of Regents
in that year.4#® In Jamuary, 1876, Reynolds was chosen by the students
at the University of Kansas to deliver the oration before the University
literary societies.4?

In spite of his many activities, Reynolds found time to continue
his crusade to have the Indian Territory opened to white settlement.
The railroads, their lobbyists, and members of Congress on whom they
relied had never abated their activities in support of legislation in
which they were interested. X Since one of their major interests was
the Indian Territory, the Indians also found it necessary to maintain
representation in Washington.™ Reynolds' editorials attempted to allay
fears that the rallroads might “gobble up lands in the Indian Territory."’?
He expressed alarm at the "“ignorance existing over certain home matters"
and thought the people close to the Territory ought to know more about it. 7>
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4T1pi4.

Breq.

491pi4.

ﬂ:'!'oxwamn, p. 09.

A1bid.

52parsons Sun, April 1, 1876.
Srpia.



The railroads will not get a single acre of land by opening the
Indian Territory to settlement. A large body of choice lands will be
thrown open to setilement. The advocates of Territorial organization
are advocates of the rights and interests of settlers. It is also
largely to the interests of Kansas to speedily organize their society
and open it to settlement.5%

With the Osage lands in Kansas and the Indian lands in the Territory
foremost in his mind, Reynolds went to Washington again early in April,
1876. He wrote a series of columns for the Sun from Washington, and
there is an indication that his correspondence was also published in the
Kansas City Times.%>

The Fort Scoti Monitor made note of Reynolds' departure for
Washington and accused him of being an agent for the rallroads. "...the
railroads are the very head and front of the movement in favor of opening
the Indian 'I'amtory;' and in all probability Milt Reynolds has been sent
to Washington by the railroads to use his influence in favor of the
Oklahoma bill," the Monitor charged.®

"It is.very easy for parties who always vote with the railroads
to make mean inmiendoes,® Reynolds wrote from Washington. “The
opposition to Territorial organization is largely made up of two classes,
cheap knaves and small idiots, and some of them belong partly to one
class and partly to the other, and are made up of both.®3? In his
closing paragraph he established that his interest was in Territorial
organization rather than in railroads per se.

If the gentlemen from Pike county, Missouri, who now run the
Monitor cared to inquire they could learn that Milt Reynolds supported

rpia.
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Territorial organization years before they had heard there was such a
state as Kansgs, and before a mile of the M. K. & T. was ever built.
The railroad did not have to buy him, He was éomitted before they had
spent a dollar west of the Mississippi river.

After the Osage land case decision was rendered, Reynolds returned
‘to Parsons. In August, however, he went to Washington once more and
from there went to the New York Centennial., He wrote numerous articles
from both places, but his writings do not reveal whether he did any
lobbying on behalf of opening the Indian Territory to settlement.

Reynolds amnounced on November 11, 1876, that the Sun would be
discontinued. ™t would be better to close,” he decided, “than to run a
half-starved, dirty contemptible blackmailing sheet."?? That was not
his style of doing business, and he would continue to operate just the
job-printing shop.60 After about one month he apparently changed his
mind, and the publication of the Sun resumed. On December 24, 1879,
however, he sold the publication to H. H. Lusk. A few days later the
Laurence Daily Journal reported that Reynolds had been named chief of
the Exodus Bureau in Parmns.él He spent approximately two years in
that position, and sometime in the autumn of 188l he returned to news-

paper work as a Washington correspondent for the Topeka Dally Commonwealth.
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CHAPTER V
PAYNE, PETITIONS, AND MONOPOLIES

Between the time when Reynolds left the Parsons Sun and the time
when he joined the Topeka Commonwealth, other efforts were being made
to open the Indian Territory to settlement. These were largely attempts
to colonize the Territory without consent of Congress.

On February 17, 1879, the Chicago Times published a communication
from Colonel E. C. Boudinot, wherein he announced that the great bulk
of the lands of the western part of the Indian Territory, which had been
ceded or relinquished to the Federal Govermment by the Chickasaw,
Choctaw, Creek, and Seminole tribes under the terms of their respective
treaties made in 1866, was in reality a part of the public domain of the
United States and, as such, was subject to settlement under the homestead

1

land laws of the Govermment.™ Shortly after that, the press was filled

with reports and rumors of the invasion of the Territory that was soon
to take place from many quarters.” Though some immigrants did slip by
military patrols into the Territory, the mmber was somewhat exaggerated
in newspaper reports, and the ostensible leaders of the first 'colonisa-
tion movements soon diuppoared.3

1j0seph B. Thoburn and Muriel H. Wright, Oklshome, A History of the
State and Its Beople (New York, 1929), p. 510.
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The man who succesded these first leaders was noi so easily
dissuaded. He was Dam& L. Payne, vho 1s sometinmes regarded as the
"fathor of Oklshoma.® 4 native of Indiana, Payne came to K ‘sas at the
age of twenty-one and setiled in Doniphan County, After serving three
years in the Civil War, Payne was discharged from the Army. He returned
to Kansas and was elected a member of the Kansas legislature in 1864. \
In 1867 Payne wvas comissioned a captain of the 18th Kansas Cavalry, a
battelion raised for service againast the Indians of the plains. He was
in charge of the supply train to the Medieine Lodge Peace Couneil in
1267, ubich Reynolds covered for the New York Iribume. Payne later
serve& ancther term in the Kansas House of Representatives and was later
appolnted assistant doorkeeper of the House of Representatives at
Hashington, D. C. He remained there until 1879,

Paarne had been busy perfeeting his Colonization Assoclation, and on
January 1, 1830, he amnounced his plan to move upon the "Ckliahoma Lands®
about Marech 15; with a colony of five to ten thousand persons..‘l" Payne
was prouptly arrested when he entered the Territery, taken baeck to
Kansas, and ordered not to return. Igporing the Grdez;, Payne re-cntered
the Territory about a month later., He was arrested, taken to Fort Smith,
and there made bord for an appearance at the Hovember term of court. On
May 2, 1881, a judgment of §1,000 was assessed against Payne in a civil
sult. Since there was no process by which the judgment eould be collected,
Payne wag at liberty again. The juigment, however, had a sobering
influence on the lawless intruders, who were not active during 1881, 53

This 1ull probably acoounted for the fact that Reynolds wrote nothing

4grant Foremen, A History of Oklshoma (Horman, 1942), p. 5.
’Ibid., p. 216.
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of Payne in the Commonwealth, for which he became Washington correspondent
in the latter part of 1881.

In his firsi colum from Washington, Reynolds deseribed briefly a
visit with President Chester Arthur and compared it with his earlier
visits with Grant and with James G. Blaine.® He aia not state whether
or not he discussed the opening of the Indian Territory to settlement.

In severel of his columns Reynolds made it plain that he was still
much concerned with the Indian question and that his views had not changed.
Writing about a bill granting right of way to the St. Louls and San
Francisco railrocad in the Indian Territory, he relterated some of the
views he had expressed two years previously in the Parsons Sun.

The most important fact comnected with the bill is the settlement
by the senate, as a precedent for future action, of the right of congress
to legislate in the Indian Territory that the engine, as a public
necessity and as a great publio fact, is more potent than the Indian,
that Indians have no more rights than white men, and in the judgment of
the senate, the right of eminent domain, and the right and power to
exercise it in the Indian Territory exists in Congress. The debate was
not without profit in settling important facts and principles that ere

long will be applied to the Indian Te;;ritory, the force of public
necessity requiring such application.

Thus, he felt that Congress itself had established the importance
of the railrcad and the right of eminent domain in the Territory.

Shortly after the preceding article Reynolds wrote another column
entitled "The Indian Problem —— Not So Much Difference in Races as in
Individuals." For the first time he presented the Indian as intellectually

.equal to the whites, at least potentially, but lacking in the opportunity.

At present the Anglo-Saxon is the dominant race, but there is
individual excellence among other races. And in comparison to the age

Gyopeka Commonweslth, December 0, 1881.

Trbid., April 23, 1882.
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of the world it was not many years ago that these fierce, wandering,
Nomadie, Angles and Saxons, these free-booters and the Bedouins were
less civilized than the Zuni Indians have been for centuries. When
Greege was the nursery of art and Rome filled the world with her military
camps, our ancestors were too poor for the armies of Caesar to plunder.
They had nothing for him to steal.... And thus while the wonderful
processes of intellectual culture are unfolding, revealing the fact of

one race in one age of development possessing the supreme mastery in
another and not distant age another race has control and is master of
the world. Still in every age individual excellence appears, showing
that genius is confined to no age, intellectual culture to no race or
clime.... It will take the slow, mysterious process of time to develop
the Indian race, but that the race has individual reprgaentatim » not
few, capable of high mental growth, cannot be doubted.

Reynolds remained in Washington until the latter part of 1882,
including in his columns frequent but brief references to the Indian
Territory. He then returned to Kansas and became editor of the Leavenworth
Daily Press. Though his tenure on the Press was short-lived, he wrote
mmerous articles urging the opening of the Indian Territory to settle-
ment. The most important of these was entitled "Organization of the
Territory is Humanity to the Indians."? In it he plotured the Indian
question as now a contest between the rallrcads and the settlers as to
which would gobble up the ceded lands, The railroads and the cattlemen,
who were obtaining leases from the Indians and fenecing up land for
pasturage, were depicted as "great monopolies." They in turn were trying
to break up the ™argest land monopolist® on the continent, the semi-
civilized tribes.lC

Reynolds showed some inconsistency in his analysis of the status of
the Indians. "A corrupter and cheaper set of amall politiclans can

nowhere be found than emong the tribes of the Indian Territory,® he wrote

8Ibid,, May 19, 1882,

Heavenworth Daily Press, December 15, 1882.
101144,
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in the first pmgra.ph.n In a subsequent paragraph, however, he took
a somewhat different view as he answered the question, "Can the Indian
compete with the rushing tide of progress and white settlement that
surges and swells across the prairies and valleys?*

They have schools and churches. Their representative men - the
Adairs, Downings, Boudinots and Rosses - will compare favorably in in-
telligence and legislative ability with the average membership in our
State legislatures and the halls of Congress. If justice is done...
they will march on to a higher, grander, and purer form of civilization
than the wildest dream of the philanthropist or the_statesman has
conceived to be possible. Isolation is stagnation.l?

Reynolds compared the Indian Territory and its land policies with
conditions in the South before and after the Civil War. There, he said,
the polioy of large-~landed proprietors had been tried and resulted in
stagnation, a dwarfed growth, and partial development.

.. .under the inspiration of free labor and the opening of small
farms, the regenerated South is just emerging into new life and strength,
Like causes, under similar circumstances, produce like results everywhere.
At present lands in the Indian Territory are held in common.... In the

place of this worse than feudal system, that invites only stagnation and
barbarism, and offers no inspiring incentives to individual effort, let

Congress organize the Tan'.ltory....l

In the early part of 1883 Reynolds first wrote about Payne and his
boomer movement. In February, 1883, there left Arkansas City for the
Oklahoma Lands an expedition composed of 250 persons, including women and
children, with from eighty to one hundred wagons filled with provisions
and forage to last for a month or more and with tents, furniture, and
agricoultural implements. An army officer observing this party headed by
Payne sald they seemed to be a well-to-do quiet set of farmers, but all

Urpia.
1214,

13rp14.
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well armed with rifles and earbines.l‘"' The would-be setilers were soon
removed back beyond the Kansas line. This attenpt, together with
Congressicnal legislation imposing more stringent penalties on tres-
passers in the Territory, brought forth rather pungent comments from
Reynolds.

The trouble heretofore has been th‘at‘ no penalty but e little fine
has been attashed te the law that atlempts to keep setilers off from
the Oklahoma lands, or mther out of the Indian country. To the average
raider, a fine has not terrors. The govermment beats him in the suit, but
he beats iu the execution of the judgwent., IExtensive litigation of this
kind would be not only expensive, but if carried on long enough would
bankrapt the oldest and richest govermment in the worla, 15

The legislation introduced by Senaior Dawes provided that every
person found upon the Indian lands would, for the first offense, be fined
not mora than $500 and be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than ome
year. Further offenses would bring a fine of wp to @1,&380, a maximum
of two years in prison, and forfelture of wagons, teams, and other
possessions of the 'l:.re:aag;a.:.%&efnl6 Though Heynolds was opposed to the
provisions of the bill, he believed it should be brought up for debate
and consideratica ln order that thé people might become betier informed
on the status of the Territory. He felt that such a debate would bring
out the necessity of leglslation concerning the land itself rather than

those who trespassed upon 1t.17

The Method of Handling Fayne. Reynolds rogarded as oo fareical

for a practical people® the manner in which the Oklahona question was

being handled. His opinion applied especially to the handling of

Lporeman s pio. 215-216,

lsi.éavenworth Daily Press, February 6, 1883.
Yorpiq.

171pa.
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David L. Payne.

«oothe farce of arresting Payne every few wecks and never bringing
him to trial should cease. It does seem rather fareical, it smmst be
coufessed.,.and to make the faree absolutely pitlable in its contempt,
Payne brings sult against General Pope for false imprisoment, and Payne
thus far doesn't seem to be muck more foritunate 1n settling and collecting
a judgment against Gen. Pope than does the govermment in collecting its
little fines and judgments against Payne and his impecunious following
of hungry land hunters.

Reynolds Jolns the Kansas City Times. In the latter part of

February, 18832, the E_J;_eﬁgg ceéséd publieé.tion, and Heynolds was oace
agéin out of a jeb, He remained in Leavenworth until the auﬁmn of
1883, and at sane tlme nesr the end of the year he joined the staff of
the Kansas City Times. 4As 2 mamber of the Iimes a‘tafi‘; he became |
associé.‘ted with Dr. Morrison Munford, publisher of the Times, who was
later to become very active in the movement to have the Indian Territory
opensd to white setilement.

The Times took action shortly after Reynolds jeined its staff,
vhich may have indicated his influence in editorial poliey. It adopted
an editorial platform pledging itself to aid in several en'her?ris«as.
The fifth plank in the platform was a pledge to help securs the opening
of the Indlan Territory to settlement.’? The Times, for its platform,
was attacked editorially by the Hew ‘g_g_g:_ka Star, and Reynolds' influence
is apparent in the wording of the reply. )

It is wrong to setilers _seekiﬁg homes upen the publie domain to
erect this barriecade of barbarism on the borders of Kansas, and say
the advaneing column of civilization shall turn back, and leave the

green pastures and inviting fields of the Indian Territory, an imperial
park and hunting ground for a few squalid Indians, <0 ' .

181134,

ngansas City Times, January 8, 1884.

D1ria.



The words and figures of speech may seem redundant in retrospect, but
they were now written for a larger and dii;femt publie.

Until the autumn of 1884 Reynolds wrote editorials almost daily
regarding Payne and his followers, He did not endorse Payne's actions
but used them as a constant reminder that Congress should do something.
Often he pictured the situation as a confliet between the wealthy
corporation and the poor settler or between the big .atock rancher and
the small cattle grower. "It is a crime for a settler to use 160 acres
to grow stock but it is all right for eighteen men to have 6,000,000
acres of the lands for that purpose,” he wrote.<t

On November 27, 1884, Payne, the great Oklahoma leader, died very
suddenly at Wellington, Kansas, where he was organizing another colony
for the invasion of the Oklahoma country. He was succeeded by William
L. Couch, one of his most active lieutenants, whose name was also to
become forever associated with the opening of the Indian Territory to
settlement.

Whether Milton W. Reynolds ever discussed the Oklahoma question
with Payne personally has not been established. Rock says that Reynolds
"was the early friend of Captain David L. Payne, and always enjoyed the
confidence and friemdship of Capt. W. L. Couch and the other Oklahoma
leaders."?? At the time when Reynolds was publisher of the Kansas State
Journal, Payne was a member of the Kansas state legislature. When
Reynolds attended the Medicine Lodge Council in 1867, Payne may have
been in charge of the supply train. In 1871, when Reynolds founded the

2A1vid. , October 3, 1884.

23tarion Tuttle Rock, Illustrated History of Oklshoma (Topeka,
1890), p. 101. :



Parsons Sun, Payne was again a member of the state legislature. For
several years, ending in 1879, Payne was an assistant doorkeeper of the
House of Representatives at Washington, D. C. During this time Reynolds
made several trips to Washington. The two men had ample opportunity to
discuss the Indian Territory problem, but if they did, it has not been
mentioned in the writings of either man,

In later writings, Reynolds left little doubt that he admired
and respected Payne. He also pald tribute to Payne as being largely
responsible for the action of Congress that ultimately opened the
Territory to settlement,

Payne was a typical boomer, big-brained, big-hearted, broad-
breasted and broad-shouldered. He was built to carry a great burden
of responsibility. He was as brave as a Numidian lion. It was his
constant agitation of the question of opening Oklahoma to settlement,
together with the wise counsels and fearless acts of such dauntless
spirits as Captain Couch, that finally campelled Congress to act.=23

Reynolds remained on the Times staff throughout the remainder of
1884 and the early part of 1885, He wrote fewer editorials in this

period; most of them were repetitious of those printed earlier.

Back to Lawrence. It may be recalled that up to this time Reynolds
had done most of his journalistiec work on newspapers in smaller
communi ties, His style of writing had been very informal and hia own
name might appear as often as six or eight times on the editorial.
The Times was a much larger newspaper, and his highly personalized
approash in editorials was curtailed. A desire to return to the earlier
way of life may have prompted him to leave the Times at some time
during 1885. A competltor, W. F. Chalfant, announced a new newspaper

231bid., p. 10.
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and Mr. Reynolds' return to his old home town, Lawrence. The introduction
of Reynolds was something less than flattering.

We found on our table this morning the first mmber of the Lawrence
Daily Gazette...Mr. Reynolds is so well known in this state as a pungent
and vigorous writer and the hero of so many worthy but unfortunate
ventures that he needs no introduction from us. As a writer he is
entirely without convictions on any subjeet and writes solely for the
nighzzy dollar in the dim distance and the pleasure it gives him to do
80.

Chalfant had reference to the Gazette's goal to fill "a long felt
want,® a dally organ to advocate the principles and poliey of the
Democratic party in Douglas t:ommt"y..25 Reynolds had been a Demoorat in
Nebraska but had supported Lincoln during the Civil War. In 1869, when

he and his partners founded the Lawrence Republican Daily Journsl, the
purpose had been to "meet an ummet want in the K;nwaa Press," to give

Kansas its first Republican mapaper.%

«s.but since the star of Democracy has risen again in national
politics, he seems to have feathered out as a champion of Democratic
measures. But to a Bohemian of his peculiar turn of mind and elastio
conscience, politics is only a "means to an end,® an important factor
whereby he can solve the perplexing bread and butter problu.z"

With such an introduction, he and his two partners, Osbun Shannon
and Paul Leek, began publication of the Gazette, a four-page sheet which
provided him with a means of resuming his prolific, personalized writing
and his efforts to have the Indian Territory opened to settlement.
Though his newest venture lasted less than two months, he published

mmerous articles advocating opening of the Territory. Most of his

24y surence Herald Iribune, September 3, 1885.

2Opid.

26 aurenge Republican Daily Journal, February 24, 1869.
2T aurence Herald Tribune, September 3, 1885.
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articles were ciltorial aittacks on cattlemen who had leased lands in the
Terei tory from the Indians,

Ho doubt the bulleck barons will give up the grip on Oklahoms
with weeping eyes. They wanted a monopoly of that country...but the
catile compainios must go, Olklahoma will bLe eppropriated by setilers
in tracts of 160 acres. . '

The Daily Gagetie published its last issue on Hovember 3, 1885, and

Reynolds was once again without employment, Within a fow weaks, howsver,

he joined the staff of the Lawrence Weckly Journal, a deseendant of the

Kansag State Journal, which he had founded more than tuwenty years

previously,

He remained in Lawrence throughout 1886 and part of 1887. In 1886,
while editor of the Journal, he wrote a series of blographies of famous
Kansans for the Kansas City Times. Iun spite of this, however, he uwas
eritical of the Times for what appeared to be an about-face on the
Indian guestion since he had departed more than & year before.

The editorials in the Kansas City Times on the Indian Tei*ritary
cf late sound very much as if they had been writiten by a preacher who
had been turned cut of the church and found unfit for the sacred calling.
They are marvelous for their lack of real good sense and approciation
of what can be acggmpli ched and is attainable in comnection with the
Indian Territory.«” '

He was pessimigblc about possibilities of legisla'tion for the Indian

Territory in 1886 but ve-iterated his belief that, in fairuess to both

Indians and settlers, the Territory shoiwld be opened to séttle—meﬁt.m

B awrence Bally Gazette, September 13, 1885,

2 aurence Weekly Journal, June 3, 1886.
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CHAPTER VI
ON TO OKLAHOMA!

As Reynolds predicted, the Oklahoma bill did not pass in 1886.
The opposition to the bill came largely from those elements that
Reynolds had criticized the most, the cattlemen who had large herds of
stock in the Territory and the Indians themselves.

To Geuda Springs. Before Congress convened again in December,
1887, he moved again. An article printed in the Lawrence Tribune and
reprinted in his newspaper announced:

Hon. M. W. Reynolds, who has been a resident of Lawrence off and
on for more than twenty years, has purchased the Geuda Springs Herald
and will change his residence to that famous watering place in a few
days. Mr. Reynolds is noted as a pungent and vigorous editorial writer
and a literary man of rare scholarship and ablility. Under his manage-
ment the Herald will become as famous as his mmerous contributions
over signatures of "Kicking Bird. w1

Thus, he, now known largely by his nom de plume, “Kicking Bird,"
purchased a newspaper in a town located in the heart of the Oklahoma
movement. From there he waged his greatest battle in behalf of opening
the Indian Territory to settlement.

From October 22, 1887, the date of the first issue of his Geuda
Springs Herald, until April, 1889, he wrote consistently for the opening
of the Territory, using as his slogan "On to Oklshomal!" in nearly all

the writings.

lgenda Springs Herald, October 22, 1887.
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The full extent of his writings during this period and how widely
they were distributed can probably never be measured. From references
included in this chapter, however, it can be determined that his
articles concerning the Territory appeared in at least four newspapers.
These were his own Herald, the Kansas City Times, the Leavenworth Times,
and the St. Louis Post Dispatch.

He renewed his campaign from Geuda Springs with an expression of
pessimism over prospects of passing the Oklahoma bill in the winter of
1887, With only a short session of Congress coming up and a national
election in prospest for 1888, he believed that there would be too much
*president-making® and movements on the "political chess-board."? In
splte of this, he still felt that it was only a question of time when
Oklahoma and the whole Indian Territory would be opened to settlement,
and he believed the whole question would be settled immediately if
Robert T. Lincoln or James G. Blaine could be elected.3

As Reynolds worked from closer proximity to the Territory, he applied
a new urgency to his somewhat time-worn figures of speech. Often he
devoted one part of an editorial to describing the beauty of the
Territory and annthor part to tell of the plight of the white settlers.

It does not stand to reason that the hundreds and thousands of
houseless and homeless land-hungry immigrants will forever allow these
great Indian parks to remain untilled and untouched, while the people
are taxed to support the Indians in their idleness. The Indian reserva-
tions must go! The tribal relations of the Indians must go! The farce
of the blanketed and breech-clouted nation within a nation must go!

The home seekers must have homes. The land-hungry must fill the broad
prairies and rich valleys of the Indian Territory.4

2[bid., October 29, 1887.
3bid.
41pia.
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Kicking Bird also pointed out that the Cheyenne and Arapaho reserva-
tions contained 4,441,600 aores. Each Indian on the reservation could
be given 160 acres, and it would still leave 3,202,830 acres, enough for
comfortable homes for 23,000 whites.?

khen the Fiftieth Congress convened, in December, 1887, the Oklahoma
legislation was introduced and, as before, was championed by its old
friends, General James B. Weaver of Iowa and William M. Springer of
I1llinois, both members of the United States House of Representatives.
They were joined this time by Representative Charles H. Mansur of
Missouri. During the winter and the early part of the following spring
the Cklahoma bill occupied a great deal of attention in Congress. Its
friends were no more determined than its enemies, however, the latter
being alded by strong lobbying forces.® Very active in efforts against
the Bill were the cattlemen, whom Reynolds had labeled the "bullock
barons,™ and the Indians. On January 6, 1888, Representative Springer
introduced a bill providing for the opening of certain lands then
included in the Indlan Territory to homestead settlement and also for
the organigation of a Territory of Oklahoma. Two other Oklahoma bills
had been introduced, respectively on the same day, by Representatives
Townshend and Weaver. Neither of these, however, was brought up for
consideration. On the same day, Representative Bishop W. Perkins, of
Kansas, introduced & bill to provide for the opening of certain lands
in the Territory to homestead settlement.’

5Ih1d., November 12, 1887.

6Joseph B. Thoburn and Muriel H. Wright, Oklahoma, A History of the
State and Its People (New York, 1929), p. 530.
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While the Oklahoma movement was gaining momentum, Reynolds selzed
upon almost any incident, trivial or otherwise, to emphasize the need
for speedy action. He made the most of almost any such situation. In
one instance several men entered the Indian Territory and were promptly
arrested by the Indians. To him these were vagabond Indians who had
Jolned the confederacy, and they were now allowed to arrest old Union
soldiers who were merely looking for some driftwood to keep their
families warm. It was, to him, a miserable travesty on junt.ice.s

If the lazgy Indian louts who are allowed to roam about at their
own sweet will through the great park...were set to work as white men
are obliged to work, such wrongs could not be committed by Indians at
least.?

At this time he received a letter firom Captain W. L. Couch, who had
become leader of the boomers when Captain David L. Payne died in 1884.
Couch had never lost interest in the Oklahoma movement and is considered
a major factor in its eventual success. Under the heading 'Tﬂc Oklahoma
Leader Endorses It," Reynolds published the brief letter.

Douglass, Kan., Jan., 27th, 1888.
My Dear Kieking Bird:

I have read your article in the Kansas City Times of Jan., 27th,
in reference to the lands and Indians in the Territory. I endorse

every word of it, and hope you will contimme to give the public what
you know.

W. L. Gouch®
The article to which Couch had reference was similar to most of the

others that he wrote during this period. The letter indicated that both

lsaders and followers in the Oklashoma movemenit were being reached by

Reynolds' editorials.

8geuda Springs Herald, Jamuary 14, 1888.
1bid.

10rp34., February 8, 1888.
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That Kicking Bird might be atiracting some attention in the East
was indicated by & note in the Topeka Journal, reprinted in the Herald.
Eastern people hearing of Kiocking Bird, in the reports of the

Oklahoma meetings, take him to be some Indian chief who has separated

himself from the traditions of his ancestors andﬂs ready for the pale
faces to occupy the last stronghold of his race.

The Kansas ity Convention. In the early part of 1888, shortly
after the Oklahoma bills were introduced in Congress, leaders of the

boomer movement and others interested in the legislation decided to
have a mags convention to which representatives should be invited from
several states of the West and the Southwest, for the purpose of stimu-
lating popular interest in the regions immediately contiguous to the
Indian Territory and also for the purpose of making a demonstration that
would tend to convince Congress that there was a strong sentiment behind
the movement, in addition to the boomer organization, which, unaided,
had kept up the fight so leng.l?

This gathering, which had a large attendance, convened in Kansas City,
February &, 1888, The convention voted to select a legislative committee
of nineteen members to present a memorial to President Cleveland urging
upon Congress the enactment of immediate legislation for the opening of
the Oklehoma lands to homestead settlement.l’

Reynolds later wrote of his own participation in the convention and
of his appointment as & member of the nominating committee. In this
position he was able to have Dr. Morrison Munford, his old friend and

Llrpia, s February 18, 1888,
12 0burn and Wright, p. 531.
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ployer of the Kansas City Times, named chairman of the Oklahoua

3

oy,

elegation te go 1o %Eashimgtoﬂ.,l& He considered Dr. Monford an execllent

£

o

chalinan and praised hiw for his speech to President Glevelond, 15
Reynolds was now writing columu after column on the Indian Tervitery,

raporting progress of the Uklahoma b:l.l.,u, urging speedy asti

2

n, aad
replying to the objections of those vhe opposed the openliag of ths

Territory to sstileuent. There were some sno believed ithat opening the

oot

srritory would hold back progress in Kansas wors than flve years awnd
that people who would otherwise become eitizens of Kansaw would move on
o UKlahoma. %his, they believed, would wean a loss to Kansas of more

than oms hundred willion dellars of taxable wealth., Reynolds ridieculed

the idea and one of its propoanents, the Jtlavn Hepubiicay.

Hew York was wob Ypulb back® in her grand caveer by having Ohio
opened to settlement, Virginia did not lose her prestige when Daniel
Boone went to Kentuely. Ohio wag not put back when the ia,zﬁ-hmvx’v
commenced hunting houses in the howling wildsrnese of Miehigan, UWa
the velceless prairies of Iliinois became tenantable Michigan did not
becone aﬁpomlutea. The setltling of Towa's billowy prairies did z;@‘b
reduce I1linole Yo a dosert and depopulate her nrosporons homes. lowa

fairly commenced her boow and bounded &t once Yo a glent slate of
towering strength in the west. Open (Oklabome ond the same result will
be vitnessed in Fansas., Ue will zet our three nillions of people in
five years instead of waiting ten years.

As dhe Honge Comittes on Territoriss waanimously weporbted in favor
of the Cklehoma bill, Kicking Bird took some delight in the Hutchingen
Heus neadline ammounelng the event. It read, *Hicking Bird's Voice
Heard and Heeded by Congress —- he House Committee on Territories

5 v o~ s a L3y
Reports Faverably the BLll to Organize the Territory.isf

+4geuda Springs Herald, March 31, 1888,
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The news of the favorable action on the Oklahoma bill also caused
the elated Reymolds to predict three booms for the town of Geuda Springs.
It would make Geuda Springs the great health resort of this continent,
cause speedy opening of the Oklahoma Territory for settlement, and would
cause & boom for John J. Ingalls for President of the United States.l®
Kicking Bird glno felt that this was the time to take pride in his own
unfaltering faith and persistence for a quarter of & century to get the
Territory opened.l’

Beginning in the early part of 1888, Reynolds made extensive use
of an editorial device which he perhaps thought would spur action on the
Oklahoma legislation and at the same time keep his readers informed. In
nearly every issue of the Herald he published from a half-column to a
column of brief but pointed comments, ranging generally from one to
three sentences in length. The comments, such as those that follow,
alsc purported to show the public sentiment regarding the opening of the
Territory to settlement.

%oOklahmbillvillprobablyhoactadoninthehounintm
days.

The Kansas delegation seems to be sound on the Oklahoma question.
We never believed they were liars or cowards. We always believed thﬂ,
each and all, to be men of good sense, truthful, honest and capable.

Dr, Munford of the Kansas City Times made a very nice littlo
speech introducing the Oklahoma delegates to the President. 22

181piq.
191044,
®Ibid., March 3, 1888,
A1vid.
22Ibid. , March 10, 1888.
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The Lawrence Board of Trade has passed strong resolutions in favor
of openigg the Indian Territory. They are doing it all over the
country.

It is generally believed the Oklahoma bill in some shape will pass
the hmuu No apprehensions need be feared of the President vetoing
the bill.

The Kansas City Times' Washington correspondent thinks the Oklahoma
bill will pass by a two-thirds vote. Delegate Voorhees, son of Senator
Voorhees, is also of this crpth:d.e»n.z3

There will have to be further agitation on the Oklahoma bill before
it moves,

Mr. Springer succeeded in getting up the Oklahoma bill Tuesday.
It was ze;bly discussed by Messrs. Warner and Springer. No action was
taken.

Wheat would not be §1 per bushel and the great corn crop of Sumner
and Cowley counties would being 50 cents per bushel to supply a home
market 1f the Indian Territory bill had passed the present congress.

On to Oklahoma!28

The voice of the Kansas Legislature this winter must be clear and
distinet in favor of the immediate opening of Oklahoma to settlement.
The great outrage of keeping hungry home seekers from an opportunity to
settle upon unoccupied govermment land will not longer be tolerated.??

Reynolds increased the urgency of his regular editorials through
very frequent use of the heading "On to Oklahoma!" Usually from one to
three editorials with that heading appeared in each issue. Reynolds
wag not the only editor to employ the "On to Oklahoma!" slogan; however,

whereas other editors dealt with the Oklahoma movement occasionally, for

231pi4.
2h1pid.

251p4d.
261pid. , July 28, 1888,
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Reynolds the crusade to have the Indian Territory opened to settlement
was now an almost full-time job.

On March 24, 1888, Kicking Bird expressed confidence that the
Kansas delegation in Congress would act wisely and prudently on the
Oklahoma legislation. He published a brief letter from Senator
Freston D. Plumb to show that the actions of the senators and repre-
sentatives would express the determined purpoaa and wish of the people
of Kansas. In the letter Plumb urged that Reynolds come to Washington
before adjourmment of Congress. "You might shed some light on the
Oklahoma questions,® he wrote, "and at all events you would be pleased
to see Washington as it will be in a few weeks and compare it with what
it was when you first saw 1t."° This vas one instance in which Reynolds
failed to influence the person concerned. Plumb eventually worked
vigorously to defeat the Oklahoma legislation.

In April Reynolds visited Kansas City to talk with Dr. Morrison
Munford, chairman of the delegation appointed to visit Washington. His
purpose was to gather information in order that he might inform the
people of the status of the Oklahoma bill and its progress in Gongrou.sl
Munford had remained in Washington for several weeks at his owun expense
to help push the legislation through the Committee on Territories and
get 1t reported favorably to the House.3? He advised Kicking Bird of the
incessant efforts exerted by Sidney Clarke, Captain William L. Couch,
Col. Sam Crocker, and many others in securing consideration for the bill.
The bill had gained supporters from almost everywhere except among

Arvad., April 21, 1888,

3214,



70

cattlemen, oil trusts, and coal syndicates, and Munford believed it had
a falrly good chance of passing the House.>> Moreover, Reynolds had
received assurance t.hai the legislation would also pass the Senate if
it reached that body soon enough. %Of course,®" he told Reynolds, "if
it comes over from the House just on the heels of adjournment, we can
hardly expeot the Senate to take it uwp and pass it. But if it comes
over in reasonably good time the Senate will pass it, and if 1% goes to
the President, he will sign it,%34

In spite of efforts to stimmlate action on the Oklahoma bill,
Congress had still not acted when January, 1889, rolled arcund.
Impatience manifested itself more and more mt;ng those on the border
of the Indian Territory, and there was talk of foreible entry into the
Territory. One rumor of a plan for entry atiracted national attention.
One group of boomers was reported considering a plan to bring Gordon W.
Lillie, known popularly as Pawnee Bill, to southern Kansas to lead a
raid into the Territory.3?

Though Reynolds recognized the great disappointment aleng the
border when Congress falled to act before its recess, he felt that this
should neither justify nor provoke a raid into the Territory in the
sbsence of congresaional action. Reynolds at first doubted that such a
movement actually was under consideration. Geuwda Springs and Arkansas
City had always been a rendezvous of the boomers. Payne had published

his Oklahoma War Chief at Geuda Springs. The railroad came through
Arkansas City into the Territory and brought many who were watching and

Brma.
3brrsa.
351bid., January 5, 1889.
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walting for the time when they could enter the coveted lands lawfully.
If a raid were being contemplated, Reynolds felt that he would know
about 1t.36

A few deys later Reynolds apparently decided that a raid was
actually being considered. As he acknowledged the possibility, he
also voiced 2 blunt opinion about it.

You have no doubt noticed the crazy move of long haired idiots,
contemplating a raid on Oklahoma Feb. 1. It is a foredoomed fizzle.

It is a farce and can only end in failure. The thing has been attempted
by a good deal better men than "Pawnee Bill,® or any other lengthy
haired imitator of savagery. Couch and Payne found that the U. S,
government is stronger than any mmber of railders.... Pawnee Bill,

or any other Oklahoma leader, could not raise a dozen men to go with
him on such a brainless mission in Arkansas City, the headquarters of
the Oklahomsa wmovement.

The raid of Pawnee Bill and the boomers never materialized,
although the threat of it may have created additional pressure on
Congress to do something about the Terxitory.

As interest mounted over possibilities of entering the Territory,
either through legal or illegal means, Reynolds received many inquiries
from those who wanted to come to Oklshoma., He published one of the
letters and his reply, which he felt would serve as an answer to many.
The letter was from a W. G. Lewis of St. Louls, Missouri, who had read
an article by Reynolds in the St. Louis Post-Dispatech. Like many others,
Lewis and his friends wanted to enter Oklahoma without coming in conflict
with the national gonmnt.” Reynclds advised that there was but one

way to cpen Oklahoma and told the settlers how they could help.

4.
371bid. , Jamuary 12, 1889.
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The power resis with Congress. The great crime of debarring
settlement in the Territory rests with congressman, From every quarter
of the country, letters should peour in upon Congress protesting against
the further villainy of depriving home seekers of getting lands to live
upon., 7The papers up north that are trylang to boom the contemplated raid
of the crazy, long haired Bill are committing a great crime against the
Oklahoma movement, whigh is an honest one and in the interest of the

highest public poliecy.

All of the pressures exerted on Congress finally brought results
on February 1, 1889, On that day the United States House of Representa-
tives passed the Springer Bill by a vote of 148 to 102. This was the
biggest step yet toward the opening of the Territory to settlement. Now,
if the bill could be put through the Senate and were signed by the
President, the opening of the Territory would become a fact. With this
development, Pawnee Bill was virtually forgotten. Instead, meetings
were planned at Arkansas City, Kansas City, and other cities to select
delegations to go to Washington. Reynolds was highly elated over passage
of the bill, and he immediately urged the cities to send their delegations
on to Washington te put pressure on the Senate.

Topeka ought to send a strong Oklahoma delegation to Washington,
headed by ex-Gov. Crawford.40

Wichita sends a strong Oklahoma delegation to Washington, headed
by Col. M. M. Murdock.4l

Come on, Brother Easley, let us make it unanimous, Hutchinson
ought to send a strong glelegation to Washingion headed by R. M. Easley,
editor of the News, instructed to work for the opening of Oklahoma.

On to Oklahoma! Well, we are getting there as fast as we can, as
the old sheriff of Labette sald when asked to .ig:ln the Democratic party —-
"Well, aint I getting there as fast as I can?

P1paa.
4011044, , February 9, 1889,
4l1pia,
42I0dd.
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The big meeting at Arkaunsas Clty was planmned for February 13, amd
Reynolds predicted it would be the greatest nass neeting ever held in
southiern Kansas. Its purpose was to volce the sentiments of the great
Southwest with regard to the opening of Oklshama.4% 411 of the tounms
of Kansas were being urged to send delegates, and Kicking Bird was
appointed on a commiitee to vislt the Boards of Trade cf Kansas City
and of St. Louis to induce them to send delsgates.

When Reynolds arrived in Kansas City, he found that the city had
already gone into action. A meeting had already been held, and $1,500
had been raised to send a delegation to Washington.45 Among those named
to go to Washington were Milton W. Reynolds and his old friend, Dr.
Morrison Munford.4® Ais he observed the great enthusiasm and prompt
action of the pecple in Kansas Cily, Reynolds couceded that one of his
long-expressed hopes must now be abandoned, but he had falth that
another just as great would soon materialisze.

For twenty years we have stood by Kansas City and prayed that Kansas
might gobble her. But Mochammed goes to the mountain, the latter
remaining upon its rock-ribbed foundations. We see with the eye of

faith and a ﬂ.zog destiny another Kansas City spring up in the southwest.
On to Oklahoma!%

Reynolds Goes to Washington. As meetings were balng held in
southern Kansas, and even before the Arkansas City meeting, Reynolds
left for Washington to help push the Oklahoma legislation through the
United States Senate. He arrived in Washingion on Monday, February 11,

Mroia,
451md.
461pad.
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1889, and established himself at the hesdquarters of his old friend,
Sam Crawford, former governor of Kansas, with whom Reynolds had traveled
to the Medicine Lodge Couneil in 1867,48

Reynolds spent several days in the nation's capital investigating
the status of the Oklshoma legislation. He concluded, after some study,
that the Senate was hostile toward the bill, but he still felt that the
majority of the Senate would vote favorably.4? Though the bill had
certain objectionable features, Reynclds believed it would be falr
enough to the Indians and enough in accord with publie policy that fair-
minded senators would suppert it.X

There was one great factor working against the bill., Time was
wmt.mmununpmdthomuum.mm.
it might die without even being subjected to & vote.

It is getting late for the passageof the bill. Every hour is
worth a day of ordinary legislative time. It will require great skill

ummuﬁwmmm. A single amendment will
probably be fatal.

The worst fears of the backers of the Oklahoma bill were realised.
Though the measure on February 18, 1889, was reported favorably to the
Senate by the Committee on Territories, efforts to have 1t called up
for consideration were unsuccessful. Although it looked as if the bill
vere docmed to fallure, 1ts leaders and baskers were not lacking in
resourcefulness at this eritical juncture. Assured of the friendship

of a strong majority in the House, they naturally turned to that body

“Ilﬁ.d.. February 23, 1889,
14,
Dread.
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in their extremity.’? After a hasty consultation they deeided to resart
to an expedient to force leglslation for the opening of the Unassigned
Lands to homestead setilement. To this end they formulated an amendment
to the Indian Appropriation Bill, which had not yet passed the House,
sush amendment to provide for the opening to settlement of the lands
ceded or to be ceded by the Creek and the Seminole nations.53

This decision was reached so late in the session that it called
for very quick work to get such an amendment printed in time to have it
considered in the final action on the Indian Appropriation Bill. Ewen
as late as March 5 Reynolds reported that the bill had not yet come
from the printer. %Just what it is," he said, "“very few people know —-
perhaps a half dozen members of the house and three or four Senators, "4
His comment came after the bill had already passed both houses of Congress,
for the Senate, though strongly objecting to the procedures employed,
was foreed to accept the measure or see the Indian Appropriation Bill
fail of enactment. The Senate action came on March 2, 1889; it brought
great rejoioing all along the Indian Territory border and especially
among the pecple who had kept up the agitation for the opening of the
Oklahoma lands to settlement. Now the major phases of the battle had
been won, All that was needed was approval by the President, and this
came in the closing hours of President Cleveland's administration. On
March 22, 1889, the new President, Benjamin Harrison, issued the
proclamation that April 22 would be the day for the opening of the new
lands at high noon.

52thoburn and Wright, p. 532.
53Ipsa.
4Geuda Springs Herald, March 16, 1889.
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CHAPTER VII
LAND OF THE FAIR GOD

With the signing of the proclamation for the opening of part of
the Indian Territory to settlement, there remained for Milton W. Reynolds
two more phases of his crusade. Both are somewhat anti-climactic in
view of the stapsthichhadalreadwhun-takon. One of these phases
was participation in the actual opening of the Territory. The other was
to demand that the Cherokee Outlet, known as the Cherokee Strip, be
opened to settlement.

Reynolds left Washington soon after the President signed the
proclamation for the opening of the Territory and began plans immediately
to take part in the event for which he had worked for two decades. His
writings indicate that on Sunday, April Z1, he arrived at the site where
the run would take place. There he observed, twenty-four hours previous
to the legal opening, that attempts to get into the land were mmerous
and that the hills of Guthrie were covered with snow-white tents. Town
lots were already staked out; the woods were full of concealed boomers.
The immigration fever raged f‘.l.eroaly.l Reynolds' account of the scene,
though written later, reflects how vividly he was impressed.

All along the line of Southern Kansas the camp fires of the

anxious emigrants were lighted, and the country was aroused as it had
rarely been in the history of the immigration of mighty peoples. The

Larion Tuttle Rock, Illustrated History of Oklshoma (Topeka,
1890) , p. 11.
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prow of Aneas' vessel as it kissed the proud waves of the blue Aegean
in search of another Troy caused no ripples of excitement compared with
the scene that was witnessed as the steam-driven locomotive came plunging
down the quiet cottonwood valley and unloaded from its fifteen trains in
half a day over ten thousand people, so that nightfall when '

At evening's mellow close

Mustered here the savage foes,

But when the morning sun arose

Cities filled the land.

‘Metaphorically, newspaper writers talk about building cities in a
day. Here was a olty of fifteen thousand souls congregated and assembled
on less than a section of land in less than half a day, and most of them
came to M.z

After the run itself had occurred, Reynolds seemed somewhat less
emotional, although he had located and laid claim to a lot. No less
than 15,000 persons had camped on the town site. Ten trains had arrived
from the north, with each train carrying epproximately 1,000 persons.
From the south had come 5,000 more hopeful land seekers. These, plus
the wagon trains, buggies, and men on horsebask, brought the total who
camped at the town site to between 15,000 and 20,000.3

Reynolds was concerned now that the "poor homesteader,® for whom
the Territory was opened, might be cheated by those who had entered the
Territory before the scheduled time.# Scores of deputy marshals had
been sworn in to preserve the peace. Now, it was claimed, the officers
had entered the Territory, resigned just before twelve o'clock, and then
claimed all the eligible lots. When Reynolds first arrived, more than

one thousand persons had already staked claims to the wvaluable lots.

Ibid.
JGeuda Springs Herald, April 27, 1889.
ATvid.
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Only one homesteader had been heard from, that being when a man was shot
in a scuffle over a claim.’

Reynolds' arrival in Guthrie has been described briefly by Frank
Greer, another early-day Oklahoma newspaperman, who visited Reynolds'
printing plant for the Guthrie Herald.

Among the early-day arrivals of the State Capital was Milton W.
Reynolds, Kicking Bird, who was the ploneer journalistic booster, even
back in the days of Capt. David L. Payne. He was a real newspaper man.
I shall never forget with what tremor I looked over the fine printing
plant he installed on South Second Street about 10 days after the

opening. Butthoneldagmhocmtooatnmsf.orhinmdhe sought
a new location in Edmond.

Thoburn and Wright have mentioned Reymolds along with several other
writers in thelr discussion of the settlement of the i‘end.tory and its

causes.

It may be truly said that, if it had not been for publicity,
Oklahoma might even now be just emerging from a wilderness. In other
words, had it not been for the newspaper space that was given to the
prelimnary agitation for the opening of certain unoccupied lands to
homestead settlement, all of the organized movements to that end
probably would have ended in fallure. Moveover, the newspapers in
neighboring states and in the eastern states would have failed to carry
any Oklahoma news or stories, had it not been for a very few corre-
spondents, who never falled to throw a glamour of romantic association
and picturesque interest in everything that they wrote.

The dean of this little corps...was Milton W. Reynolds,....
Distinguished more for the brilliancy of his rhetorical style than for
the absolute accuracy of his statements, his contributions never failed
to attract instant attention and hold it to the end. After the death
of Kicking Bird in 1875, Reynolds had assumed the name of his Kiowa
friend as a nom de plume and it was over the signature of Kicking Bird
that he made the name of Oklahoma a household world., Payne and Couch
might be the leaders of the forlorn hope for the right to effect a
sottlement in the Oklahoma country, but "Kicking Bird® was always and
ever itz prophet. He it was who coined the phrase "the Land of the

Ibdd.

6joserh B. Thoburn, "Frank H. Greer," The Chronicles of Oklshoma,
Vol. XIV (1936), p. 265.
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Fair God" — a resonsntly impressive phrase, but unfortunately or other-
wise, utterly lacking in the elements of association or signmificance.

khatever impressions he made or left, Kicking Bird lost no time
after arriving in the Indian Territory in demanding that the Cherokee
Strip be opened to settlement. His writings on this subject bear a
strong resemblance to those in behalf of opm_:iné the Territory in
general, He agaln refers to the bullock barons and the Indian mopo-
lists, and this time employs "On to the Cherckee Strip®* as h:la bamnm-,
whereas in the past it had been "On to Oklahoma!" The Strip consisted
of an area that was later to make up the Oklahoma counties of Kay,
Grant, Woods, Woodward, Garfield, Noble, and Pawnee.

Reynolds believed that the Strip could be opened to settlement,
and he proposed three steps to get the job done. He suggested that the
Indians be informed that the time had arrived when the United States
Government needed the land for use and ocoupancy, that it could no
longer remain as solitude or waste or for purposes of great cattle
monopolies. He proposed that the govermment next recognize a quasi-
Indian title to the extent that it would pay the Indians §l.25 per acre.
This muld net the Indlans far more than they were receiving from cattle
leases. As the lut step, Reynolds proposed that, if the throkeu
failed to accept the offer of the govermment, then the government, under
existing treaty rights, should move friendly Cheyennes, Arapahoes,
Wichitas, Kiowas, and Comanches onto the Cherckee land and pay fifty
cents an acre for it. This plan, Reynolds believed, would secure a
successful negotiation in thirty da.ya.s

7Joseph B. Thoburn and Muriel H. Wright, Oklahoma, A History of the
State and Its People (New York, 1929), p. 761-7

geuda Springs Herald, April 27, 1889.
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But 1f the commission higgles and piggles and pow wows and injects
& mass of New England cant and Pecksnifflan piety and mock maudlin
sympathy for the "poor Indian" in place of practical square dealing,
th:ira will be no negotiation...It is time for prompt and prudent
action.

Unless a "squeeze play" such as Reymolds suggested were adopted,
he felt that a delay would result, and this would necessitate the use
of military force to prevent trouble in the Cherokee Strip area, 10

To constantly remind bis reading public of the Cherokee Strip and
to put special emphasis on the problem, Reynolds used an editorial
device similar to that which he had employed in urging the opening of
the Indian Territory. Often he printed from a half-column to a column
of brief editorial jabs on his editorial page. Some of these were only
_one or two lines long, and each generally included one point of his
argument to open the Strip or a well-worn phrase about the "bullock

barons." "On to the Cherckee Strip as soon as nmegotiations are made,"

o urged.!l "The Globe Democrat thinks the bullock barons and the
Indians must go, and the Cherokee Strip must be thrown open at once.
It is the logic of necessity. The bullock barons must go."™2 To him
the Strip problem was a grave one, and there should be "no dilly-
dallying and shilly~shallying in connection with the Cherckes commission.
It's business from now on is hard hitting and straight from the shoulder.l3
On to the Strip in a legal way. The Strip must be opened." 4

Orbid.

107p44.

Urpia., april 27, 1889,
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It may be recalled that Reynolds purchased the newspaper at Geuda
Springs in 1887. He remained there until April 22, 1889, when he made
the run into Oklahoma. On June 29, 1889, just a little more than two
months after he arrived in the Territory, Reynolds announced in the
Herald:

The entire plant I shall immediately move to Edmond, Oklahoma
Territory, where I will publish the Edmond Sun, retaining, however,
ny thst and editorship of the Oklahoma Daily State Herald, pulﬂ.ished
at Guthrie.l5

With the sale of the Herald, Reynolds severed his last ties with
Kansas and brought his seguipment to Edmond. This was the second news-
paper he founded and named the Sun. The other was at Parsons. Both
of these newspapers still exist today, but some of Reynolds' other
enterprises were short-lived.

Because he had bsen so prominently assoclated with the movement to
open the Indian Territory to settlement, Reynolds was often mentioned
for public office in Oklahoma., He was editorially endorsed for the
governorship of the Territory by a mmber of Kansas newspapers and was
the almost unanimous choice of the republican leaders for the office of
Secretary of State. "His theme was of the West and he had long been
identified with the movement to open Oklahoma to the white man. He was
one boomer that was not a soomer. He should have been appointed. ' ®

In spite of sentiments expressed for Reynolds for high offices,
he was not chosen either for governor ar seeretary of state. He was,

however, honored with political office. A year laier, when the members

151bid., June 29, 1889.

16pan W. Peery, "The First Two Years," The Chronicles of Oklahoma,
Vol. III, No. 3 (1936), p. 265.
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of the First Territorial Assembly were to be chosen, twenty-five districts
were defined for the election of the same mumber of representatives, while
one representative was to be elected at large from the whole Territory —
an arrangement which had been made for the special purpose of permitting
Kicking Bird to represent all of the people of 0k1shoma. 17

In those days nominations for public offices were made by conven-
tions instead of primary. Reynolds had not announced his candidacy for
Representative at Large, but he was drafted by the Convention of his
party, and in the election, because of the general knowledge that the
settlers had of his great work in bringing about the Congressional action
that permitted the white settlers to come into Oklshoma, there was little
effort made to defeat him by the opposing party.l®

Though Reynolds won the election, defeating E. E. Mitchell of
El Reno, he never took office and never saw the completion of his
efforts to have the Cherokee Strip opened to settlement. On August 9,
1890, Reynolds died suddenly at his home in Edmond, ten days before the
legislature was to convene on August 19. Thus was stilled the voice of
Kicking Bird, The Great Writist, shortly after he had written his last
editorial, which read in parts

We have known drier years, but it is drier this year than usual.
We want to say that Oklshoma is all right. Ten years from now Oklahoma
will be one of the brightest states in the Unlon. Ten years from now
there is not a settler upon a claim in Oklahoma, who, if he is in-
dustrious and sober and has his health, will not be worth from §10,000

to §15,000. Ourlctismtinagood%yhndmdthmilnoland
fairer than the Land of the Falr God

17‘mobum and Wright, pp. 761-762.

18pan W. Peery, ™dlton W. Reynolds," The Chronicles of Oklahoma,
Vol. XIII (1935), p. 53.
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Kicking Bird's death oscurred twenty years after he submitted his
report to Commissioner Parker urging the opening of the Territory to
settlement and eighteen years after he wrote his famous article in The
Kansas Magazine. On August 19, 1893, President Cleveland issued a
proclamation announcing that the Cherokee Outlet would be opened to
settlement on September 16, 1893. More than a quarter century had
elapsed from the time when Reynolds first set eyes on the Indian Terri-
tory in 1865 until hias dreams were realized with Cleveland's proclamation
in 1893,

The day of Reynolds' funersl in Edmond was one never to be forgotten
by those who were there and witnessed it. Sidney Clarke, another Oklahama
benefactor and prominent orator, came to Edmond to deliver the oration
at his bier. Clarke and Reynolds had known each other since as early as
1868, when Reynolds published the Daily Kansas State Journal and Clarke
was a member of Congress. It was a characteristic ploneer audience that
assembled to pay its last respects to Reynolds. The orator, the preacher,
and the professional man w&. there from all parts of the Territory,
dressed in the garb of that day. The working man was there in his work
clothes; the farmer was there in what he wore as he tilled the then new
and virgin soil of (klahoma Territory. They were there because each
class and every one of them realized that this man had been foremost and
never failing in the battle that had finally been won to provide for
them homes and to many of them a new start in this new catmtry.m

At that early day few, if any, communities had arranged for
cemeteries., Consequently, his pioneer neighbors buried him beneath a

g, B, Howard, "Recollections of Milt W. Reynolds,” The Chronicles
of Oklshoma, Vol. XIII (1935), p. 6l.
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blackjack tree in the schocl section adjoining the then town of

Edmond . 2
I was one of the pioneers who helped dig his grave, and as we
deposited his remains in the grave, most of the people of the territory

felt, by reason of his character, his love of mankind and the great work
that he had done, to Oklahomans this grave in the future would be a

shrine to which pglo would come to pay respects to the memory of a
grap.t benefactor.

Instead of his grave becolning a shrine, it remained ummarked for
years and almost became lost. His daughter, Susan, eventually had
Reynolds' body removed to the Gracelawn cemetery in Edmond and placed a
marker at the head of the grave.<3

Most leading newspapers of the West published accounts of the
death of Milton W. Reynolds, and many of them gave a synopsis of his
life and public service. Typical of the editorial remarks were those in
the Kansas City Star.

Oklshoma and Kansas are joint mourners at the grave of Milton

Reynolds. He was all to Kansas at the time of her need that he was to
the young territory which owes 1ts existence largely to his efforts, %4

Said the Topeka Deily Capitel:

For twenty years his pen and volece have been almost constantly
employed in advocating the opening of Oklahoma to settlement, and since
the day his fondest hopes were realized he has been working as earnestly
for its development. Many of his friends advised him to stay in Kansas
where ploneering was at an end, but he always replied that he wanted to
show his faith in Oklshoma by his works.<4

Thus, with a flurry of editorials by those who had observed his
work and a few brief articles written later by those who had known him,

Arpa.

22rbid.

“’kansas ity Star, August 11, 1890.
2hpopeka Daily Capital, August 11, 1890.
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CHAPTER VIII
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Milton W. Reynolds arrived in Kansas in 1865. From then until his
death in 1890 he devoted most of his professional efforts to the problems
congerning Indians and the land they occupied. The problem that occupied
most of his attentions was that of opening the Indian Territory to
settlement by whites.

He, elther by himself or in partnership with others, founded eight
periodicals during the twenty-five-year span. These were the Kansas
State Daily Journal, the Kansas Republican Daily Journal, the Parsons
Sun, the Kansas Magazine, the Lawrence Daily Gazette, the Geuda Springs
Herald, the Oklashoma Daily State Herald, and the Edmond Sun. All of
these, except the latter two, were used in his crusade to have the Indian
Territory opened to settlement.

During this time he aiao wrote for at least six other periodicals.
These were the New York Tribune, the New York Herald, the Leavemvorth

Press, the Topeka Commonweslth, the Kansas City Times, and the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch.

He traﬂed widely during this period, both to gather material for
writing about the Indian Territory and to influence Indian policy. He
visited Washington at least four times. One of these trips came just
after he had attended the Indian councils, another after he had made his
extensive tour of the Indian Territory. The third was as Washington
correspondent for the Commonwealth, in which capacity he remained in

87
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Washington for more than a year. The fourth trip was as a member of the
Oklahoma delegation which went to Washington to help push the Oklahoma
legislation through the United States Senate. On each of these trips
the opening of the Indian Territory to settlement was apparently foremost
in his mind., On these trips he conferred with Ulysses S. Grant, Chester
A. Arthur, and James G, Blaine. He submitted a report to Commissioner
of Indian Affairs Ely S. Parker on the Pottawatomie and Sac and Fox
Reservations and also urged that plans be made to open the Territory to
white settlement.

During the period 1865-1890 he held offices, a fact which indicated
that he was a person whose opinions might be respected by others. He was
president of the Kansas Press Association for two terms, a member of the
Kansas State Leglslature, a member of the University of Kansas Board of
Regents, Chief of the Exodus Bureau at Parsons, and superintendent of
schools at Parsons.

From the time he entered Kansas and began his crusade until Oklahoma
became open to settlement, he was associated with those whose nsmes are
prominent in the movement to open the Territory. These include Hon.
Sidney Clarke, whom Reynolds mentioned in the article of March 28, 1868,
as drawing much of his inspiration from Reynolds' newspaper. It also
inoludes Governor Sam Crawford of Kansas and Dr. Morrison Munford,
editor of the Kansas City Times. There is evidence that he knew
David L. Payne and that he might have enjoyed the confidence of William
L. Couch, GCouch's letter to him in Chapter VI indicates that Couch
respected his writings and information.

He made the run into Oklahoma and established newspapers at
Guthrie and later at Edmond., He was elected a member of the first



territorial legislature but died onm August 9, 1890, before he tock
office, His funeral atiracted citizens from all walks of life, and his
death brought editorials of tribute from many newspapers who regarded

him highly influential in securing the opening of the Indian Territory
to settlement.

Conolusion

Influence has been defined as "a persistent, shaping effect upon
the thought and behavior of human beings, singly or collectively. "l
If such a definition is employed, can Milton W. Reynolds be considered
& man of great influence in bringing about the opening of the Indian
Territory to setilement, or was he an unsuccessful crusader on the
fringes of a significani movement?

Unfortunately, there is no objective measuring stick of influence
that can be applied in all situations. Usually it will be found that
other factors cammot be eliminated entirely. Hence, influence with
rare exceptions 1s best concelved of as part of a complicated and not
easlly separable pqmlo.z In this light the influences which resulted
in the opening of the Indian Territory to seitlement must be considered.
There were many influences, and it is impossible to separate them into
isclated elements.

In attempting to evaluate Reynclds' influence or lack of it, one
must consider certain factors not necessarlly favorable to the hypothesis.
There is lack of evidence, for instance, to show that Reynolds in any
way influenced Captain David L. Payne in beginning or carrying out the

1 ouis Gottschalk, Understanding History (New York, 1950), p. 233.
“Ioid., p. 250.
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Oklahoma colony movement. There were also others who were at one time

or another urging or demending that the Indian Territory be opened.

Their roles, like that of Reynolds, are difficult to measure in the
complex movement. It may be recalled that many of Reynolds' contemporaries
praised him at the time of his death for his contributions toward securing
the opening of the Territory. Many of these writings unquestionably
stenmed from emotion rather than from objective observation or knowledge
of the facts. Finally, the greatest pressures to have the Oklahoma
legislation passed came apparently 1n the closing hours of the Cleveland
admini stration. This was one of the most crueial times, and influences
counted very much., Whence such influences came has not been entirely
ascertained, although Reynolds and meny other of the leaders of the
movement were present ai‘. the time.

Other factors indicate that Reynclds was more of a central figure ‘
in the great movement. First, his crusade was a persisting one. There
were other voices and other periodicals joining the movement, but his
efforts began before most of the others began their participation and
contimed after some of the others gave up. Second, and perhaps more
important, was the contribution of journalists, including him, in calling
attention to the unsettled lands, As ;;ointed out in Chapter II, .thera
was still much land available for homesteading in other areas, and the
written word made the Indian Territory seem particularly appealing t;o
those seeking homes. It was also pointed out in Chapter VII that, had
it not been for the newspaper space that was given to the preliminary
agitation for the opening of certain unoomied_ lands to homestead
settlement, all of the organized movements to that end probably would

have ended in failure. He was considered the leader of this newspaper
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corps, and there is little doubt that he was the most consistent and the
most prolific of the journalists insofar as the Oklahoma mcvement was
concerned. A third factor that indicates that he was in the center of
the movement was his participation in the crganized efforts. He was oa
the nominating committee that named Dr. Morrison Munford as chairman of
the delegation from Kansas City that was sent to Washington to work for
the passage of the Oklahoma legislation. He was also a delegate

gserving vith Munford. He attended and helped promote the "On to
Oklahoma!" meetings along the southern Kansas border. It is perhaps of
some signlficance that, after the Territory was opened to :;ettlemant,

he was drafted as a candidate for Representative at Large of all the
Territory. The office was created to permit him to serve all the
Territory as a tribute to his efforts to have Oklahoma opened to settle-
ment. Such a tribute mst have been founded on a belief that his
influence was more than trivial.

We must be prepared to realize but rarely the conditions of a
certain inference; we are too litile acquainted with the laws of social
life, and too seldom know the precise details of an historical fact.

Thus most of our reasonings will only afford presumptions, not certainties.
But it is with reasonings as with documente. When several presumptions
all point in the same direction they confirm each other, and end by
producing a legitimate certitude.3

Of Milton W. Reynolds and his efforts to have the Indian Territory
opened to white settlement the presumptions do point in the same direction.
He foresaw as early as 1869 the possibilities of territorial organization,
opening the Indian Territory to white settlement, and eventual statehood.
He worked incessantly to achieve those ends, sometimes alone and some-

times as part of organized movements. Though there are no adsquate

3Charles V. Langlois and Cherles Seignobos, Introduction to the
Study of History (New York, 1912), p. 260.
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devices to measure influences, the evidence seems adequate to placs the
name of Milton W. Reymolds beside the names of David Payne, William Couch,
Sidney Clarke, E. C. Boudinot, and others who have become widely known

for their contributions to the Oklahoma movement.
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APPENDIX



THE INDIAN QUESTIONL

The Semi-Civilized Tribes--~Wealth and Resources of their Splendid
Domain-—-Shall the Lands be Sectionized?--The Road to the Gulf,
and the Route it Should Take.

Nominally the Pacific Railroad is completed, and with the last
spike the coffin of Mormonism was finished. Reconstruction is com-
plete, or will be by the early snows of autumn. The Indian Question
alone remains a disturbing element to prevent a peaceful and prosperous
reign for Ulysses, the blest. And this problem is in a fair way for a
speedy solution upon the humane terms that the sword and pen of the
Christian soldier always dictate and indite. And it is time that this
question should be disposed of. It were well that it be done quickly.
Considerations of humanity, long delayed justice to our frontier
settlers and unprotected pioneers-men, not less than national poliey,
unite in urging an early solution and setilement of this question.

The bleaching bones of hundreds of the too daring and hardy pioneers
lie scattered along the great lines of travel across the western
prairies, and whiten the sand plains of the Platte, the Smoky Hill,

and the Arkansas. The timid wife of the settler is startled at the
rustling of a leaf, fearing the approach of the dusky savage with his
gleaming tomahawk and scalping knife. And still the resistless wave of
immigration surges and swells across the continent, enriching and
fertilizing the waste places, and causing the desert to blossom and
bloom as a rose,

: The march of civilization is crowding and pressing upon the Indians.
The thundering tread and tramp of the locomotive outstrips the speed of
their fleetest horses. He courses the choicest valleys, and chases away
the buffalo. Thelir game is rapidly disappearing. They seek newer and

better bhunting grounds.

On the broad prairie, in the blooming valley, and through the thick
forest, the scream of the englne and the music of the water-wheel awaken
the dull monotony of these primeval solitudes, and start new, strange
melodies where the wild war-whoop summoned to the dance and the chase.

The clear, incisive intellect of Grant has marked out a new policy
for the oconduct of Indian affairs. It is such as a humane soldier and
Christian statesman would have chosen. It is the policy of peace, of
civilization, and Christian enlightenment. To carry out this peace

1 aurence Republican Daily Journal, May 30, 1869.

9%
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policy men are chosen as agents and superintendents who, in worldly
affairs, are honest, frugal and self-sacrificing, and whose religion is
a practical exemplification of the great founder of Christianity, and
would apply these principles in the daily avocations of life. Recognized
the world over as the apostles of peace, the Friends are now called upon
to enforce their tenets in the govermment of a race just emerging from
the dark rule of barbarism, and who, being in contact only with the worse
forms of civilization, and being plundered and outraged, have learned to
lock upon the white man with distrust, even bearing gifts. That the
problem is a difficult one for the Friends to solve all will admit;

but that they are deserving of the confidence and sympathy and earnest
support of all good men ought everywhere to be admitted and recogniszed.
Instead of jeers and taunts and flippant criticism and demunciations

of the policy as being a farce, as too many of the border papers are
declaring, in order to throw prejudice and distrust upon the movement,
the Friends should be encouraged and supported in their humane and
philanthropic efforts to improve the Indlan and avert fram the border
settlements the horrors of an Indian war, for unless religion be a de-
lusion and the desire to ameliorate the condition of humanity everywhere
a cheat and a sham, the theory of the Friends is correct, and the wish
of the thieves and the contractors for a general Indian War that shall
afford increased opportunities for plunder and pelf, an cutrage and a
wrong. Grant has recommended the policy; he will give it a fair trial;
common courtesy would give it a fair trial; fair play asks this much,
The Friends do not ask for the disbursement of moneys. They simply ask
of the President that these disbursements shall not be used, as hereto-
fore, to demoralize and debauch the Indian, and that where so much is
expended there shall be some adequate returns in the advancement of the
Indians to show for these liberal disbursements. A great nation of
forty millions of people ought to be strong emough to do justice to a
weak and ianferior race of 300,000 Indians. Do not the demands of a
Christian eivilization and a common humanity alike impel us to make some
effort to avert from the Indian race the terrible doom of a swift and
sure annihilation? Will it not be the lasting shame of the American
people if, after having robbed the Indian of his lands, of an entire
continent, they shall neglect to provide at least that the remnant of a
once proud and dominant race shall have some hope for the future, by
affording educational means and facilities for thelr mental, moral and
spiritual improvement?

THE CIVILIZED TRIBES

Fortunately the Friends, in their endeavors to advance and improve
this race, are not, even in their treatment of the wild tribes of the
plains, entirely without encouraging precedents. The eivilized tribes
of the Indian Territory have reached a degree of civilization, Christian
advancement, wealth and independence that proves beyond peradventure that
the race is susceptible of improvement and is not doomed to sudden and
swift annihilation. Among the Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws
and Seminoles, the church membership in the ratio of population is as
large as in any of the Western States, and their schools are quite as
well attended. Justice is administered through regular forms of law,
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and safety and security to property and person are as sacredly guarded
and guaranteed as anywhere in the United States. Indeed, the reign
of law is better assurance there than in many of the States. The
rule of brutal passions and instinets, breaking out in the form of
mob violations of law, is here unknown., The Government has never yet

been called upon to suppress a single mob or riot by one of these civi-
lized tribes.

AREA AND WEALTH OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY

The Indian Territory lies south of Kansas, west of Arkansas, and
north of Texas, and is 388 miles long, and 208 miles wide. It conts.ins
70,456 square miles, and nearly 50,000,000 acres of land., It would make
seventy States the slze of Rhode Island, ten States the size of Massa-
chusetts, seven States the size of Vermont and New Hampghire, and is
nearly twice as large as New York. There is scarcely a quarter section
of this 50,000,000 acres that is not susceptible of cultivation.

STREAMS AND WATER COURSES

The principle streams and water courses are the Arkansas river,
navigable as far as Fort Gibson, ruaning from the northwest to the
south a distance of nearly 200 miles, through the Territory; the Red
Fork of the Arkansas, rumming from the wssi nearly east, 150 miles;
the Grand or Neosho river, and the Verdigris, coming down from the
north, and emptying into the Arkansas at Fort Givson. These rivers have
their sources far up in the State of Kansas, and traverse the entire
northern portion of the Territory. On the east side of the Arkansas
is the Illinois river, rising in the mountainous region southeast of
Fort Gibson, and uniting with the Arkansas about thirty miles above
Fort Smith. This is, without exception, the most charming and the
prettiest river on the continent. Its banks are gravelly, and its
bottom is covered with pebble stones of uniform size and almost every
variety of color. The scenery along its banks is bold and picturesque.
Lofty mountains, craggy peaks, abrupt changes in the course of the
stream, rugged cliffs, and sloping hill-sides covered with forest trees,
vines, and every variety of wild flowers, form a picture rarely witnessed
on southern and Western waters. The stream is full of trout, bass, pike,
sun-fish, flat-heads, and perch. The chief attraction of the stream is
sparkling, erystal-like waters. From their mirrored surface every
object is reflected with a peculiar and charming brilliancy. Colors
are drawn out with great force and animation beneath its pure and limpid
waters. Dr. MeGowan, the European traveler, who spent some twenty
years in Japan as a missionary, pronounces this the third prettiest sheet
of water in the world. He names first in the class Lake Geneva; in
Switzerland, whose transparent and resplendent beauties have been
limned and traced by the pencil of Byron in his immortal verse, forming
the theme of some of the most delightful of his descriptive writings;
the second is the waters in the harbor of Japan, and the third is the
charming Illinocis of the Indian Territory. Good water power for mills

and mamifactories can be found at every half mile on this streanm.



West of the Arkansas, the Canadian river has its source way up
on the western plains, and running a distance of 250 miles through the
center of the Territory. Its tributaries are the North Fork, Deep
Fork (emptying into the North Fork,) Little River, To-jos-ki, We-wo-ka,
and mumerous smaller streams and oreeks. Wichita and Red rivers rise
in the Waghita Mountains, and rumning south of sast, pass through all
the southern portion of the Territory. The affluents of these rivers
are the Kiniski, Boggy, Middle Boggy, Clear Boggy, Blue River, Wild Horse,
Beaver Creek, Cash Creek, Mulberry, Sweet Water, etc. On the map, very
much of this rich and productive country, with its broad and fertile
valleys, its streams and abundance of timber, appears without streams
and timber, and is marked as a portion of that great terror of the old
geographers, the Great Americanm Desert, but which has been compelled
to assume very diminished proportions. The surveys of the Indian country
have necessarily been meagre and unsatisfactory, boundary lines only
having been required to be made, which will account for the imperfect
location of the streams, and the want of accurate information in relation
to others,; except those on the line of survey.

TIMBER

The one great want of this western country, and which causes the
thoughtful to look forward with foerebodings to the future, is timber.
There is a world of hardy, rugged endurance, and patient, plodding use
of muscle among the first settlers and pioneers of & new country, but
they are usually thriftless and wasteful of the abundance thai nature
has glvean they husband not the resources of the soll, and the poet's
injunction, "Woodman, spare that tree,"™ has little restraint upon them.
A generous soll is impoverished, and waste and extravagance consume the
littla "patches" of timber ama no trees are planied to make provision
for the future., We are now paying from $85 to $100 per thousand for
pine lumber brought from Chicego, Native timber, such as oak, walmut,
hackberry, etc., is from $35 to $40 per thousand, But we have fields
at the south of us at a distance of from 300 to 400 miles, that can
supply all our demands so soon as fagilities for transportation are
afforded. Pine and spruce are found in sbundance on the Arkansas and
Illinois rivers.

At the mill, eight miles from Cabin Creek stage station, inch
pine lumber is selling at $22.5 per thousand; siding $12.00. The strip
of pine timber here is about fifty miles in length by twenty mlles in
breadth. The Indians have had the good sense to keep down the great
annual prairie fires, and conseguently we find more timber in this country
than in any of our westera territories. Heavy bodles of timber are
found on 211 the rivers, creeks, and mountains, consisting of ozk,
walmut, ash, hickory, peean, cottomwood and pine. These farests cover
thousands of aecres. The river bottoms are broad, and covered with a
dense growth of trees. The streams are belted with timber, and the
hillsides ars fringed with all kinds of wood that grow in this country.
In the western part of the territory the prairies are usually small-—
from thres to four miles wide.



COAL

IS discovered in all parts of the territory. The Cherokee vein crops
out in the southeastern part of Kansas, in a vein about two feet in
thickness, and inecreases in depth as 1t proceeds south into the Indian
Territory, where it reaches a depth of from four to six feet.

The banks of Cabin Creek, Verdigris, and the Arkansas, are literally
full of coal. Specimens of the Verdigris and Arkansas coal in our
possession show that the quality is of the very best, especially the
Verdigris. Of the exhaustless supply there can bes no question.

SALT SPRINGS

These are inmmerable, and of the purest quality. The Indians
have for years supplied, with their rude methods of manufacturing,
the surrounding tribes, and the people of Western Arkansas and Northern
Texas. The best springs are found on the Illincis, Grand and Canadian
rivers. In the extreme western part of the territory are the great
salt plains, where salt is seraped by the bushel and wagon load.

POPULATION, LANDS, ETC.

The following 1s the population of the several tribes of the
Indian Territory, the amount of lands owned by each tribe, funds held
in trust by government for them, ete.

CHEROKEES

This tribe numbers 14,000, The females outnumber the males more
than 1,800. Ten years ago the tribe numbered 25,000, but the ravages
of war, the exposure of the refugees in northern climates when they were
driven out from their homes during the rebellion, and other causes,
have operated to produce this wonderful diminution of mmmbers. The
Cherokees now own in fee simple about 4,000,000 acres of land, and the
United States government holds in trust for them §1,000,000. The Chero-
kees are the most enlightened tribe of the southwest. They have made
most commendable progress in civilization., Many of them are finely
educated, and are men of culture and refinement. Before the war they
had a number of good schools and academies, and the children of the
more intelligent and wealthy were educated in eastern colleges. They
have a legislative form of govermnment, with a council and House of
Assembly, a Governor or principal chief, elected by the people, courts,
and other officers. Their country is divided inte distrioctis or counties.
They held slaves, but to use a western provincialism, that is "played
out." Their former slaves are now treated with consideration and respect
and will soon become the principal men of the tribe, as they are industrious,
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apd seen to have a greater desire to accumlate property than the natdve
indlar., In proportion to thelr mmbers, the Cherckess, previocus %o the
wars wore the wealthiest pecple ou the face of the globe. They ocwned
ivmense herds of cattle, horses and hogs. Large shipments of eattle
vers ammally made by them to New Orleans and other markets. One nan
owned 20,000 head of caltle; another 15,000, Thuore wore magy that owned
10,000, 4,000, 2,000, 1,000, and &00 head of cattle each. le was con-
sidered a poor Indian -- in fact a very pear relative of "Lo! the poor
Indlan,” who did not own 300 head of steck. 4 happler and more econtented
veople were nouhere to be found than the Cherokeses, when the demon of
secestion sutered thelr midsi, and with ssrpentine tongne and poisonous
lips, urged tham to Join their fborothers of the soath!® They had aluays
been loyal and fzithful to their ireaty stipulations, and loved thelr
Great Father at Washington, but in & evil hour they listened %o Alkert
Pike and other agents of the soubthern confederaecy, and desolation and
ruin followed. Uo portlon of the south has sufiered so wuch ss the
Cherokees, Chocktaws, Chickasaws, (reeks, and Semincles. Iunocent of

any erime and desirous of remalining loyal to the governwent and

faithinl to their treaty stipulatlons, they wers robbed and despoiled

by both partiesz. 4 former Superintenient of Southern Indlang, Col.
Sells, estimates that 300,000 head of cattle were stolen from the

Ivdians of the Iadian Territory during the war, under the counivanse,

to the shame and disgrace of the Federal uwniform be 1t sadd, of

Union officers. The country is so finely adapted to stock raising,

that the only labor atiached to the business is to gather them up in the
soring and brand them. The Yhrand® is the preof of ovnership, and death
is the ponalty of its violation.

The tribs of Crecks mmbers 14,200, including the freedmen, who,
under the late treaities, have becose citizens of the tribs. The fonmales
outnumber the males about 1,500. HEight years ago thisg tribe was 21,0600
strong. YWar and i%s incidents and sccompaninments has reduced the num-
bers 30 per ceub, im this brief period. The (reeks own nesxly /4,000,000
acres of land, and the United States povermment holds in trust for then,
on which amwal interest ig paid, §1,519,000. This tribe is consider-
aply advanced in eclvilization, and before the war they hed schools and
seminaviez., They owned great guantities of stock, and lived wpon the
producte of the form and thelr lerge herds of cattle. They have a
legislative form of movermusent; thelr govermment consists of one prin-
cipal chief; vho, with the chiefs of bauds and subdivisions, constitute
the eouncil, and emact the laws for the people. They have sherifis,
who are peace officers; also a mounted police they eall the "Light
Horse," uwhose duty it iz to preserve the peace and arvest offenders,

THE SEMITOLES

This tribe mumbers 2,236, including the freedmen, who are citizens.
The deercase among this tribe is astonishingly rapid, amounting ito nearly
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50 per cent, during the last ten years. Their present reservation
consists of 200,000 acres of land, and the United States govermment
holds in trust for them $670,000. They have made good progress in
eivilization, and at the breaking out of the war were in independence,
by cultivating the soil and raising stock. They had schools, churches,
smi thshops, and were rapidly advancing in intelligence.

THE CHOCKTAWS AND CHICKASAWS

These tribes mmber respectively 25,000 and 4,600. Their decrease
has been about 25 per cent during the last ten years, These tribes have
substantially the same form of government as the Cherokees. There are
many men of wealth and intelligence among them. Many of their principal
men have been educated in eastern schools, They have a liberal school
fund, and their institutions of learning are in a prosperous condition.
The mvages of the war were not so heavy upon them as the other tribes.
They will soon be surrounded with large herds of stock, and possess
prosperous and happy homes. The govermment holds in trust for the
Chocktaws §1,385,000, and for the Chickasaws $400,000.

AFFILIATED TRIBES

The Wichitas and Kiowas, and their affiliated bands, osccupy a
portion of what is known as the leased lands., They are predatory in
their habits, and of a roving disposition. They have no reservation
of their own, and have made but little progress in civilization. They
have for a long time been supported by the govermment, and have little or
no fund in the hands of the govermment. They mmber only 1,800.

CLIMATE

The climate is delightful, mild and pleasant. There is but little
weather that can be called wintry. The grass remains green all winter
on the bottoms, and by the first of March preparations are made for
planting. During the last of February, the small garden seeds, such as
onlons, lettuce, radishes, etec., are planted. The soil is well adapted
to corn, wheat, ocats, cotton and tobacco. As a fruit country it is
unsurpassed. The Indians have as fine peach orchards as can be seen
anywhere. Apples, pears, plums, etc., bear profusely, and are of
excellent quality. Wild grapes grow abundantly all over the territory,
and in size and quality are nearly equal to the cultivated varieties.
They are entirely different from the wild grapes that grow in northern
latitudes. The flowers are beautiful beyond desecription., The prairies
are one vast conservatory, blooming with every variety of flowers; the
verbena, the cactus, the flowering althea, and hundreds of other flowers
and shrubs are found in infinite variety and abundance, and bloom with
freshness and beauty throughout the entire summer season, and until
late in the autumn.



101

LANDS IN SEVERALTY

As the general reader is probably aware, the lands of these several
tribes are held in cammon. -There is, however, a strong party in favor
of sectionizing the lands, which is rapidly increasing in mmbers, and
would be greater if the leaders dared to advocate, openly, this poliey.
The ablest men among them see that the resistless march of civilization,
that kreaks down all barriers in ites way, will not suffer this magnificent
domain always to be held in common, by comparatively a few Indians, and
that they will have to adapt themselves to the regulations of the whites,
and divide the lands up in severalty. The more intelligent portion are
already prepared for some such arrangements as this —— let sach member
of the tribe have one hundred and sixty acres, the balance to be
appraised and sold to white settlers, who shall become citizens of the
tribe or nation, the proceeds to go to the fund of the tribe owning the

lands, for public improvements and other purposes.

Thie is a long step in advance of the present communist theory;
but will hardly meet the increasing demands and encroachments of modern
eivilization, One thing is plain, the Indians should sectionize their
lands, and each one obtain a good improved home. Then, whatever arrange-
ment the Government may in the future make, they will be secure, at
least, in their homes. To the civilized tribes, it must be confessed
that this is a question of profound interest, and merits all the discussion
and thought that their leading men can possibly give it. Seelng, in
this connection, so clearly the events of the future, we know that we are
giving good advice when we tell every soul of them to get clear and
indisputable title to a good home of one hundred and sixty acres, and

that speedily.
THE GREAT NORTH AND SOUTH RAILROAD

We have given a bird's eye view of the undeveloped resources of
this magnificent domain where, as Douglass Jerrold said of the rich
soll of Australia, "tickle it with a hoe and it will laugh with
harvest;" but, as a writer in the Horth British Review truly says,
"fortility is not everything. The rose gardens of Cashmere would be
worthless, the vineyards of Champalgn yield no profit, if they were
inaccessible. A good road is as important a consideration as a temperate
climate and a teeming earth." The great want of the Indian Territory
is a north and south road to develop its resources, The Indians see
and appraciate this fact, and are for the road, to a man, and have
made liberal provisions for its construction. In treaties with the
Government, the Cherckees, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Creeks and Seminoles,
granted the right of way through their lands, and gave liberal grants
of land to ald in their construction. The party of progress is constantly
and largely on the increase among the Indians. These men want a railroad
communication, and will ald any company that will undertake, in good
faith, the construction of a rallroad through their Territory,
comnecting the gulf with the northern lakes. Large subsidies can be
obtained from the tribes mentioned for the bullding of a railroad, if
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the right men ars selected to conduct the negotiations. They should be
thoroughly conversant with the Indian character, and mnst have the
confidence of the Indiens, and be prepared te deal honorably with them,
and always redeem the promlses and pledges made to them.

A NATURAL RAILROAD ROUTE

The most natural, easy and practicable route for a railroad from
the southern boundary of Kansas i3 as follows: Striking acrosas from
Humboldt or vieinity, to the Little Verdigris; thence on a straight line
across the Arkansas, at Gano's Crossing, about fifteen miles above the
Creek Agency, in the direction of Preston, Texas, where the road will
intersect with the Northern Central Railway of Texas, about one hundred
and fifty miles of which is now completed and in running order. Gano's
Crossing, on the Arkansas, is the only practical erossing on the Arkansas .
river, and is in the direct line. You then pass over the leval portion
of the Creek country, across the North Fork, nsar North Fork town; thence
across the Canadian, at the mouth of Litlle Eiver, and over a level
country to Preston. The distance from the southern boundary of Kansas
to Preston, Texas, 1s less than two hundred miles. The gradients are
light, and in no country in the world can a road be constructed so
cheaply, or operated at so light an expense. Having traversed this route,
we speak with a pood degree of confidence of its entire practicability.
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To the Hon. Ely S, Parker
Commissioner of In. Affairs
Washington, D. C.2

Sirs,

The undersigned commissioners, appointed by the Hon. Secretary of
the Interior to "proceed to the Indian Country in company with a
delegation from the Sac & Fox of the Mippippi tribe of Indians, and a
delegation from the Pottawattomie tribe of Indians, to make a selection
of the new reservation for each of sald tribes," having discharged this
duty beg leave to make the following report.

Upon receiving official notice of their appointment the commission
at once proceeded, in pursuance of instructions, to Atchison, Kansas, the
headquarters of the Central Indlan Superintendency, and acquainted the
Hon. Thos. Murphy, Superintendent of the this Superintendency, with the
objects of our mission, and requested that at as early a day as prac-
ticable delegations from the tribes named be selected to accompany us
to the Indian Country, in accordance with instructions received by him
from the Department of the Interior ®to select a suitable delegation
from each of said tribes to accompany you (us) to the Indian Country,
and to provide necessary means for the transportation and subsistence
of said delegations while absent from their tribes with you" (us). We
also communicated with agents Wiley and Palmer of the Sac & Fox and
Pottawattomie tribes, acquainting them with the nature of our mission
and requesting that all diligence be used by them to foreword us in the
discharge of the duties assigned us. From these gentlemen, prompt
responses were received, stating, however, that as they were very busily
engaged in making up their annual reports some delay must
ensue in the assembling of the Indians in council, the selection of the
delegations, and thelr preparation for the proposed trip to the Indian
Country, owing to unfortunate dissensions and divisions among bands or
factions of the Sac and Fox tribe, the principal chiefs or leaders of
which are Keokuk and Chicons Kuk, Agent Wiley, acting under instructions
of Supt. Murphy, met with many vexatious delays and difficultles; and
not until repeated communications were made with the departmentment
and finally authority was glven him to appoint the delegation if a
selection was not made promptly by the Indians in council could a
selection of delegates be obtained. Upon the receipt of this official
order by Agent Wiley from your predecessor in office, The Hon. N, G.
Taylor, the delegation was selected by the Indians; and the comuission
are pleased to report that in their judgment the delegation, comprising

44ilton W. Reynolds, Report to the Commissioner of Indian Affeirs,
June, 1869, on file, National Archives and Record Service, Washington 25,
D. C.
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eleven members of the leading men and chiefs of the tribe was most wisely
and judielously chosen. It apparently was selected from the best men of
the tribe, and though the different parties or bands were all represented,
and with a fair and equitable representation, yet there was entire
harmony and accord among the delegation, and the most pleasant relations
wore maintained throughout between them and the commission in all business
interviews, and in the final selection made for them and their people
every member of the delegation signed the agreement or statement that

such selection had been made with unusual promptness and cheerfully.

Though hardly required to do so by their instructions, the com-
mission, in consequence of delays that seemed unavoidable, felt it their
duty to hold councils with both the Sac & Fox and Pottawattomie tribes
on several occasions and urged them to use all diligence and select
their best men to further the wishes of the govermment in the work to
be performed by them in accordance with existing treaty stipulations.

The Pottawattomies, it was first said, did not wish to go South,
and would not send delegations. But after the whole matter was laid
before them in council by the commission they determined to select a
delegation which was accordingly done. The representative man of this
delegation socon afterward left for Washington, and the delegation after
coming as far as Topeka stopped, and alleged that they wished to go no
further until his return. After waiting a considerable time for his
return from Washington they turned back, and started for thelir homes.
The swollen streams, in clemency of the weather and excessively muddy
condition of the roads, making an extended trip at this season of the
year (Jammary & February) quite impracticable if not absolutely
impossible, afford some justification of the course of the Pettawattomies
in turning back to their homes. The past winter throughout the west and
especially in Kansas, has been unparalleled not in severity, but in
disgusting disagreeableness., What with alternate freezing and thawing
and constant rains the alluvial soil of this prairie state has been kept
constantly mixed to an wmeasured depth and, thorough consistench, re-
sembling more than anything else a mixture of petroleum and paste. The
impassable condition of the roads, the swollen streams, and the diffi-
culties in getting the delegation selected will ascount for the anncying
vexatious delay in starting for the Indlan Country, preventing as prompt
a discharge of our duties as we should have desired. In this comnection
we desire to state that Supt. Murphy, with the promptness and efficiency
that have always characterized his official acts, did all in his power to
assist the commission in a prompt discharge of duty; but he could neither
contrive the elements nor at all times very materially hasten the proverblal
tardiness of the uncultivated Indian in the discharge of business.

After repeated postponements had been made of a day for starting,
with instructions from your predecessor in office (accompanying this
report marked "A") to locate the Pottawattomies should they refuse or
fail to accompany us, and informing them that on the 29th day of March
we should leave the Sac & Fox Agency, thirty three miles south west of
Lawrence, Kansas, and that they would be expected to there join us, we
repaired to the agenoy & left on that day in company with the delegation
of the Saec & Fox tribe, Agent Wiley having the delegation in charge and
furnishing them with the transportation and subsistence under instructions
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Supt. Murphy, together with subsistence for the commission. We

a route nearly south, bearing to the west, and passing through the
lands, both the Trust and diminished reserve —- thence nearly

the 1line of 96 degrees through the tract promised to the Osages
by treaty of May 1868 not yet ratified, to Gano's Ford on the Arkansas &
to the Northern boundary of the Indian Country. Here a halt of two days
was made. The Indian delegation desired to examine this country. They
were informed that this was a portion of the country promised to the
Osages, and should the treaty be ratified, as was expected during the
then existing session of the Senate, they would not get the lands.

They insisted that this was the very country that they desired and their
people desired. They were informed by the commission that they would
be expected to ge farther south and examine at least the leased lands,
and they were requested to go and lock at the countyy and perhaps upon
exanination they would be as well pleased with 1% as the portion they
desired which had been promised to the Osages. It was with extreme
difficulty, however, that they could be induced to cross the Arkansas
and go even to see the country further south. Finally they consented
to go and look. But they ecould find nothing that pleased them so well
as the Southern portion of the country promised to the Osages in the yet
unratified treaty of May 1868, and which was finally selected for their
reservation, upon the commission learning that the Senate had adjourmed
without ratifying the Osage treaty & receiving verbal instructions from
Supt. Murphy to so select 1f the delegation insisted upon choosing this
land. The Reservation chosen is described as follows:s Begimning at

96 degrees where it crosses the Northern boundary of the Creek country,
about four miles from Gano's Ford of the Arkansas running thence west
ten (10) miles, where we erected a post upon a high promontory, inscribsd
as follows: "S, & F, L, —= S, W. C" «= and also built a momment of
rock lettering a slab of rock by the side of the momment as above:
thence north twenty (20) miles where we erected a post and momment,
lettering the post "S. & F. L. — N. W. C"; thence East toc 96 degrees,
where we erected a post and built a momment, lettering the post

“S, & F. L. == N, E. C"; thence south to place of beginning, comprising
128,000 acres more or less. For plat and map of said reservation, and
statement on agreement of Sac & Fox delegation to seleot said reserva-
tion, please refer to accompanying papers marked "B" and "C."

§Eid

This work was done after our retwrn from the Creek country, with
the delegation, and they had persisted in preferring this reservation.

While the Reservation comprises, in the opinion of the commission,
no better land, in fact, is inferior to that marked out in the Creek
country, to be deseribed hereafter 1n this report, it was impossible to
make the Indians so regard it in the selection of a home for them. They
were determined and deecided in their preferences for this reservation,
and in the simplicity of their language they sald that when they had
returned and told their people what they had done & the home that had
been selected for them their litile children would all be pleased and

thelr people would again become united, prosperous and happy.

The Reservation is well timbered and watered, with broad and
beautiful valleys & rich and productive uplands. The prineipal streams
are the Delaware, Bison and Hominy Creeks, with thelir mmerous affluents.
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Along all the streams there is a heavy body of oak, walmut, ash, hickory,
and huckleberry timber. The indications of coal are frequent, and as

coal exists in great sbundance all through the Indian Territory, especially
along the Arkansas, Grand and Verdigris rivers and Cabin and other Creeks,
we do not doubt that coal will be found in abundence on this reservation.
Some excellent Salt Springs are also found here, which before the war

were worked by the Cherckees and considerable amounts of salt were manu-
factured.

Upon our arrival at the Arkansas we found the siream so swollen
that it was impossible to cross even at Gano's Ford, which is one of the
best Rocky Fords, usually shallow, on the river. We consequently passed
down the river to Brown's ferry, thence to Deep Fork of the Arkansas,
where we were obliged to remain one week on account of high water.

Here the train returned to Cowieta, and the commission proceeded to lay
out the reservations as follows: The Sac & Fox Reservation coumences

on the North Fork of the Canadian where the Creek line crosses said

river thence rumning north to the Red Fork of the Arkansas, 46 miles,
thence up this stream seventeen (17) miles in a south easterly direction —-
thence south forty-two (42) miles to the north fork of Canadian -- thence
down this stream to the place of beginning, embracing seven hundred and

fifty (750) square miles.

As stated in the commencement of this report the Pottawatiomie
delegation not accompanying us, the commission acting under instructions
from your predecessor in office proceeded to lay off a Reservation for
the Pottawatiomies as follows: Commencing at a point on the north fork
of the Canadian at a point where the Sac & Fox (Proposed Reservation)
reaches this stream seventeen (17) miles from the point where the Creek
line crosses the stream, thence north forty-two (42) miles to Red Fork
of Arkansas thence following this stream in a south-easterly direction
twenty-five (25), thence south to North Fork of Canadian twenty-eight (28)
miles; thence following this stream to place of beginning., At the
corners of each of these Reservations posis were erected and momments
built properly letitered, similar to those described above in the selec-
tion of the Sac & Fox Reserv.

We desire and feel it a duty to seek to impress upon the Department
of the strong and earnest desire of the Sac & Fox tribe of Indians to
obtain for themselves and their children the reservation marked out for
them morth of the Arkansas, Here they promise that their people shall
again become united, that dissentions shall cease, and there is every
hope and assurance that with the good example and kindly influences of
their nearest neighbors on the east, the Cherokees, the most enlightened
tribe of the Indian Territory and the farthest advanced in civilization,
the Sac & Fox tribe will soon ascumulate wealth in this rich country,
go speclally adapted to agriculture and stock raising, secure for them-
selves and their children prosperity and happiness, and make rapid
advancement in culture and civilization. Should, however, the department
in consequence of a pending treaty with the Osages, or for other reasons,
not grant these lands to the Sac & Fox tribe they will receive under a
mild but firm protest lands to the south of the Arkansas, and in the event
of their going south of that river they desire the reservation marked
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out for them by the commission as deseribed above between the Red Fork
of the Arkansas and North Fork of the Canadian,

It will be seen that the distance traveled overland by the com-
mission was about 1,000 miles -~ time consumed two (2) months, ineluding
delays in crossing swollen streams, examining the country and marking
the exterior boundaries of the reservation.

In closing this report, though hardly germane to the questions
involved in the discharge of our offieial duties, your commission
desires to make the following suggestions and observations for the
consideration of the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

1. We desire to urge the imperative necessity of a speedy removal
of the tribes in Kansas to their new homes in the Indian Country. The
advancing wave of civilization is erowding and pressing upon them. It
is rapidly pushing them from the lands granted to them by solemn treaty
stipulations. The demands of modern civilization for inereased oppor-
tunities for growth and expansion are eash year growing more insatiable.
No where is this more signally visible than in the rapidly developing
West, where Rail Roads are built at the rate of half a score of miles
per day, and a system of rallway communication is gridironing the young
states of the west in every direction. Time and space are annihilated,
and the east and the remote west are blended in unity. The rich lands
heretofore occupied by these Indians are coveted by the new settlers, and
the demands of civilisation recognize no rights guaranteed to a weak and
despised race though secured by solemn treaty enactment. To meet these
demands and do half justice to a race whom we have robbed of empires and
despoiled of a continent, we should speedily make provision for the
segregation of all the Indian tribes upon reservations, secure to them
a territorial form of government, with ultimate admission as states
of the confederascy. The Sac & Fox tribe desirs to remove to their new
home early the coming fall, so soon as their crops can be gathered.
Already the settlers are crowding upon this diminished reserve in Kansas,
although by treaty they are to remain in undisturbed possession until
they are removed to their new homes. In many instances the settlers
have moved into the Indian houses, driving the occupants from them, and
in other and many instances they are despoiling the timber of the allot-
ments to the half-breeds. These half breeds are in an anomalous condition,
having the advantages of nelther civil or military law. Geographically
within the Jurisdiction of a state, the robbers of this valuable timber
are not amenable to the ecivil courts, and owing to a variety of reasons
the military have thus far been powerless to protect them in their
rights. Remove the Indians as a tribe to their new homes, and the half-
breeds can assert and maintain their rights as citizens before the civil
courts. The same observations as to the necessity of a speedily removal
of the Sac & Fox tribe south, apply to the Kaws, Osages, and all other
tribes in the state.

2. The building of the Kansas Pacific Railway has brought a wonderful
influx of immigration to the central and western portions of the state.
The rich wvalleys of the Republican, the Solomon, Salina and their mmerous
affluents are being settled up with wonderful rapidity. With the
advantages of settlement and production the railrcad has also brought the
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vices of modern clvilization. Rum shops and whiskey saloons are in more
than plentiful abundance in close proximity to the present Pottawattomie
Reserve. As a consequence in a few months the noble work done through
long years of toil and patience by self sacrificing missionaries in
Christlanizing and advancing the material interests of the Indians is
rapidly being dissipated by these modern engineries of human destruction,
doubly self-destroying to the Indian, for he has not yet sufficient
self-control to resist the vices and temptations and demoralizations of
border commnities. If all that has been accomplished for the advance-
ment and progress of the Pottawattomies is not to be lost they should

be speedily moved to their new homes in the Indian Territory where they
will be placed under better counsels and influence.

3. The Sac & Fox tribe are extremely anxious that their reserve
should at once be surveyed, so that they may know its exact geogrephical
limits, that they may not become trespassers upon the rights of others,
and others be allowed to trespass upon their rights.

4e It would seem to be very desirable and important also that a
survey should be made to determine the exact location of 96 degrees, as
it is believed that many Cherokees and others have already settled west
of that line and are opening farms and making valuable improvements
which will raise the future grave questions as to settlers and the right

of occupancy.

5. In our visit to the Indian Territory your commission during the
limited time at their disposal took every possible means at their command
for acquainting themselves with the condition and progress made by the
civilized tribes; and it affords us the sincerest gratification to report
that they have made and are now making most commendable advancement in
the arts of civilization. They are rapidly repairing the waste places
and desolation caused by the late civil War, in which they were despoiled
and mercilessly robbed and plundered by both Union and Confederate
armies-~the one taking what the other left. Large farms are being again
opened, and immense heards of stock are crossing the rich and luxuriant
grass of the prairie and the valley. These five (5) tribes of the
Indian Territory —— the Cherokees, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Creeks and
Seminoles -- ocoupy an empire of itself —- a domain the richest in
agricul ture, stock ralsing and frult-growing on the western continent,
and they are making good use of the fertile lands they oecupy and the
advantages secured to them. But they are too small in mumbers to oeccupy
and cultivate this magnificent domain; and seeing the advances that have
been made in settlement upon lands lately owned by Cherokees in Kansas,
with only the claim of possession for title, they feel that the advancing
march of civilization will soon sweep down upon them and perhaps despoil
them also of their homes and lands. In a spirit of libersl and broad
catholicity to meet the wants of civilization and the insatiable demands
of white settlers for more lands to settle upon and occupy, many of the
leading men of these tribes are now agltating and favoring the sectionizing
of their lands and throwing them open to white settlement upon some such
terms as these ~~ each member of the tribe to have one hundred and sixty
acres (160) of land in fee simple, the balance to be appraised and sold
to white settlers upon their becoming citizens of their tribes, the
proceeds to be devoted to internal and publie improvements in proportion
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to the ratio of lands owned and sold by each tribe. The guestion is one
of grave import to these tribes, acd it is to be hoped the govemment
will meet it and ald in its solution in the spirit of liberality and
magnaninity which should characterisze a great and iiberal people.

We are, Very Respectiully,
Your obedient gervanis—

G. T. Shipley Special Commission
H. W. Reynolds to locate Sac & Fox,
&, R, Boxbury Pottawattomie Indians
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THE INDIAN STATE’

Reconstruction is settled at last., The shooting States have returned
to their political orbits. The wayward sisters come in peace, The negro
is enfranchised. Perfeect equality is established before the law, Civil
rights for all are guaranteed by the force and power of the constitution
and the laws made in pursuance thereof, Justice and equality are
enforced by "appropriate legislation."

But there is another gquestion that justice, good faith, humanity
and a burdened treasury conspire to demand a faithful adjustment, a
pacific and honorable solution of. This is the much-talked-of and
frequently discussed Indian question. The Indian question is freighted
with consequences of a grave and serious nature. Its solution is
surrounded with difficulties on every side. What to do with our bar-
barian brethren is now up for discussion. The question cannot be put
down, It must be met, discussed and settled, The responsibility cannot
be shuffled., Justice to the unprotected frontiersman demands its
solution and settlement, Humanity to the Indians requires it, The
irresistible march of civilization forces it upon the people, and the
people turn to Congress for its speedy, prompt, just and honorable
ad justment,

For years it has been the dream of the philanthropist and the wish
of the statesman that in the beautiful and naturally rich and productive
Indian Territory, lying to the south of Kansas and west of Arkansas, the
foundations of an Indian State might be laid -- that here an Indian
Commonwealth might be established that would reveal the possibilities of
the Indian to attain the highest order of culture, of civilization and
enlightenment,

So long back as in 1865, following close upon the termination of an
exhaustive civil war, with all the difficult problems of reconstruction
and restoration to grapple and dispose of, the commissioners of the
government were instructed at the council held at Fort Smith, Arkansas,
in the fall of that year, to inform the civilized tribes that it was the
wish of the government that lands should be ceded for the occupancy of
the wild tribes of the Plains and of the adjoining State of Kansas,
After much discussion and mature deliberation the propositions were
acceded to. Treaties for the sale of the lands were subsequently made and
ratified, and the work of removal has been done as fast, and generally
speaking, as well as could have been reasonably expected.

3Kansas Magazine, June, 1872, p. 48l.
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The organ 4”ﬁti@n of the Territory in sozme form is now a foregone
conclusion, ; ger & mavh rer which one or bwo border Shates
or organiged bands of land-sharks 1nd&l@ in "doubtful dispubtations.®
Railroad compznies no longer hope or ezpect to “gobble® great tracts of
these Ghﬁiw&, rich and beautiful Jlands, Thelr lsnging eyes will have %o

A

turn vo Yother fields and pastures new.," The time is opportune for the
organizavion of the Tervitory upon a broad and liberzl basis, one that
W&
fal
&£

ad
shall be compensurcabte with the present want s and future vequirement of
this greal domain of 50,000,000 acres of land, and that shall de justice
to the Indian, weet all the aspirations of h¢u race for fubure grovbh
and progress and development, and will not engage in the fubtile tasis of
atvempbing to beat Qawn the rising wave of b”hui@ﬂmﬂt and eiviliszation
that is breaking dowm the barviers that hitherto impedsd its progress

and threatens in contravention of law to do grester violence o
rightu ﬁnﬁ stipulations than any legislation could effect in its

interes

The Indian Territory is not a Ubopla. It was never designed 53
such., 1t has a clesar running sbresms and bx&aq and beM L marks
they were intended for pastoral purposes, for cullure &
rather than for an elysium and paradise of barbkarisa. S*@h ad uwd
bournm‘ﬁithin vhe liwlbs of this counlry, where no btraveller is allowed
ourn and sebtblements are debarred, would be an anomaly., This is a
pVﬁﬂ vical age and time in which we live. Olass and caste legislation
camnot be Loleraved uvnder a Iree government, Though not a buoolu, the
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Indian ferr tory is one of the richest and best portions of our unseut&ed
domain., It lies to the soulth of Xansas, north of Yexas asnd west of
Arkansas. 16 is surrcunded by a cordon of Stztes that are b %

e

ng

neaolea, and under the iusplration of free institutions and -
influence of the medern civilizser and zdracle worker
railway train -- are being sectled up and reduced ts Cu
agtonishing ropidity. Ils nesr ﬂ&lQhVOz,Agﬁwddf¢,
500 QOO;'ﬁdHJQo, on the norin, with scarce five years of undisiuy
sebtlament, has nearly 500,000 inhebilbants; end Texas, oa the JduéL, by
the passage of the Sowthern Pacific Rallrosd bill, iz bursbing into new
life and activity, This greab undevelbred Sta’ﬁ is suscepbible @f
division into five g sh of Pennsylva
the historical kev-s»une of the 1ndewal areh -- and is able to gupy,""
and sustain the whole population of the United 3tabkes, and s

less densely populabed than wany countiiss in Rurops

Pacific Railvead will afford 4o this state the st
and the time is not far distant when its enmuel p
exceed that of the entire present product of the United
'preﬂucu amounting in export the last year Ho a ca h valx

nearly one-half the entire FApOF&u of the Unibed Jbgb
already entered the border the hithorte sealed and
Indign Territory, and the iﬁ dan, Wil ordinary
ness, cannot fail o see the signifi 31 Yhe apg

horse who chafes and pants to cross
Pautﬁﬂ-livl g of Texas, The ¥Yissouri
completad vo the Texas border by dLuQJ“ he |
L. Seott and Gulf road is eomklebea to uh nuvbwarn’
Tervitory, and for two years has been chafling under t

has forbidden ingress. The Leavenworith, Lawrence, and Galv sba )] rowi
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is now complebed to the northern houndary of the Territory. The South-
west Pacific road frowm St. Louls has crossed the track of the Missouri,
Kansas and Texas road at Cabin Creek, and during the coming season will
be far on its winding way up the broad, rich and beautiful valley of the
Arkensas, A road from Memphis and thfle Bock will, by July next, have-
reached the south~eastern border of the Territory. And sbtill anouher
road from Galwveston north is rapidly nearing Red River upon the south,
And thus the railroads from every direction are p*eparwn@ to pour in =
flood of civilization and an irresistible avalanche of white settlements
that will overwhelwm the meagre and partisl civilization of the Indian
tribes, their rights and treaty guarantees, if some means be not devised,
and that spaedily, for the perpetual guarantee of citizens' rights to
the Indians snd the opening and settlesment of the Territory in pursuence
of law and in obedience Lo the dicbtabes of Jjustice to the present
cecupants, -- conceding something also to the claims of the higher law
of progress and civilization.

This territory, for the support and sustenance of a densely setiled
agricultural and pastoral people, has no egqual on this continent contain-
ing the same nusber of square miles. It is nearly four hundred miles in
length from east to weslt, by two hundred miles in width, and contains
nearly 50,000,000 acres of land, It is well timbered., The principal
streams are the Arkansas, the Illinois, the Canadian and the Verdigris.
These streams have numerous affluents and tributaries, The Illinois has
been pronounced by a disbinguished Huropean traveller one of the finest
sheets of water in the world. The first he places on the list is the
waters in the harbor of Japan; the second, Lake Geneva, whose limpid
surface has been limned and traced by the zenius of Byron, and which was
the ingpiration of some of his finest poetry; and the third is the
charming Illinois of the Indian Territory. From its mirrored surface
objects are brought out with great brilliancy, its waters being slmost
transparent. Nearly all the streams are filled with fish cormon to
western webters. As a pastoral region, it is without a superior, The
uplands, as well as the valleys, are covered wiﬁ‘ a rich ceating of rank

and luxuriant preirie grass. Stock subsist and fatten during zhe winter
- without feeding. IV is capable of exporting an anmual product of beef

amounting to millions of dollars. The great stock and pastoral region,
the greav centre of beef supply, must in the fubure be found in Texas
and the Indian Territory.

Herc is also one of the finest agriculbtural regiongin the world,
Hlere are not less than 40,000,000 acres of land capable of producing
thirty-five bushels of wheal to the acre, one hundred bushsls of corn,
and povatoes, rye, oats, barley, and other field products inm like pro-
portion, awalting the hand of tillage and culture,

Shall this magnificent domain longer remain a sealed Territory,
the paradise of a partial incomplete, stagnant civilization, or shall
the magic touch of lebeoy and progress cause il to bloom with beauty and
productivensss?

The following table shows the population and uerrltory'occuplﬂd by
various btribes within the Indian Territory:
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Square

Tribe Population Acres Miles
Cherokees 17,000 13,205,493 20,633
Creeks 13,000 3,250,560 5,079
Choctaws 17,009 6,688,000 10,450
Chickasaws 6,000 L5377 ,600 6,480
Seminoles 2,500 2,169,080 3,389
#Shawnees
Shawnees, Eastern 80 24,000 37
Quapaws 236 104,000 162
Senecas 188 44,,000 68
Ottawas 175 240,000 375
Wyandotts 160 20,000 31
Confederate Peorias 170 72,000 12
Sacs and Foxes 700 580,000 750
Great and Little Osages 4,000
Kowas and Commanches
Cheyennes and Arapahoes 6,642,560 10,379
Wichitas
"Pan-Handle" k4,273,893 6,677

70,369 41,691,186 65,142

#Have became part of Cherokees.

This shows an area of about 800 acres to each man, woman and child, In
other words, a territory capable of supporting ten millions of people has
a population of less than seventy-five thousand Indians; and a misguided
philanthropy and blind statesmanship would perpetually, if it were
possible, lock up this domain against the approach of white settlements,
The Territory has nearly 3,000,000 more acres than all New England, and
yet the latter, with its naturally sterile soil and rigorous climate,
supports a population of over three and a half millions, -- or, one
person to each eleven and one-half acres. It is claimed, then, that the
Territory is much larger than is required for the solution of the
doubtful problem of Indian civilization,

Will the humane and just policy of the President toward the Indians
be best subserved by keeping this Territory in its present anomalous
condition, unorganized and unopened to settlement? I think not.
Humanity to our barbarian brothers demands that before the last vestige
of the treaty system is swept away, which, with all its iniquities, has
endeavored to preserve the semblance of justice to the Indian by granting
to him the temporary, shadowy right of occupancy to a farm, something
shall be substituted that will give tc him thetitle to a tract of land,
small though it be, that he can call his own, and to which he has the
title in fee-simple, The Congress has declared by solemn enactment
"that hereafter no Indian nation or tribe within the territory of the
United States shall be acknowledged or recognized as an independent
nation, tribe, or power with whom the United States may contract by
treaty." The Indian is face to face with the inevitable, He must cope
with or be submerged by the onward sweep of civilization. Can he
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compete with the rushing tide of progress and white settlement that
surges and swells across the prairies and peoples of our Western valleys?
Happily, to this question an affirmative answer can be given, so far as
the civilized tribes of the Indian Territory are concerned, They have
schools and churches; their young men are being educated; their
representative men -— the Adairs, Downings, Boudinots and Rosses —
will compare favorably in intelligence and legislative ability with the
average membership in our State legislatures and the halls of Congress,
Competition will quicken and bring out their native resources. If
Justice is done and their rights secured to them inalienably, and they
are brought in contact and competition with the progress and advancement
of the pale-faces, they will march on to a higher, grander and purer
form of civilization than the wildest dream of the philanthropist or the
statesman has conceived to be possible, Isolation is stagnation., With-
out competition and the inspiring incentive to zeal, wherein there is
contact and confliet, there is neither stout resolve or manly purpose.
China has tried the policy of isolation for 2,000 years, and during that
period the struggling nations of Western Europe have emerged from
barbarism to the highest progress in art, science and culture, and are
reflecting back upon the Orient the light that illumines the world.,

Mind is quickened by coming in contact with mind., We learn more from
association and travel than from books, or from any other source, The
human mind is a sponge. It both imparts and absorbs. Place 70,000
people within the limits of any of our States, surround them with a
Chinese wall, isolate and cut them off from communication with the

outer world, and their progress would hardly be superior to that

already attained by the semi-civilized tribes of the Indian Territory.
And it is a serious fact that the people of this Territory, living

near the borders of Arkansas, with not the best examples of enterprise
and progress in the world, have much better cultivated fields and farms,
and show more evidences of thrift and enterprise, than those living
back upon the prairies and in the hills,

How shall the Territory be organized so as to meet the pressing
demands of civilization and white settlement, do no wrong to the Indian,
secure him an inalienable title to a home, and help him solve the
problem of his destiny? Many plans have been proposed. Numerous bills
are now before Congress, some with these objects in view, others illy-
concealing the desire to "gobble" the lands in the interests of land
and railroad monopolies, and still others looking to the establishment
of a Chinese wall around the Territory, forbidding the ingress of white
settlements, the construction of railroads, the building of bridges and
the establishment of other appurtenances belonging to civilized com-
munities. The Cherokees, the most advanced tribe in the Territory,
have 13,205,493 acres of land. They number but 17,000 souls, and have
nearly 800 acres of land to each man, woman, and child, They are
rapidly diminishing in numbers, the ratio of decrease being about the
same as in other tribes. It can hardly be claimed that there is any
need of 800 acres of land to each man, woman, and child, for the purpose
of working out the destiny of the Cherokee "nation." A happy solution
of the difficulties that surround their race cannot be obtained through
the pathway and policy of isolation. The largest "land monopolists™ on
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growth do not come through the enforcement of any suc% policy. I& is
contrary to the genius of our government, In the South the policy of

%

lapge landed proprietors has been tried, and it has resuvlbed in stog-

nation, & dwarfed growth and partial development, while under the
inspiration of free lebor and the opening of ~Lml1 farms the regsnsraved
douth 1s Jjust emerging inbdo new life and sirength. Like causes, uwnder
1m¢lur circunstances, produce like results everywhere. AL present,
ands in the Indian Territory are held in common., The title, such as
it is, is invested in the "nation.” There is no such thing as o home,
with the title vested in fee-simple in the proprietor. The systen does
not encourage the feeling of independence nor stimmlate to efforts to
aconire property. The Indians lmow their tenvre, whatever it may be,
is of doubtful nature, and with this feeling of distrust and anﬂrh@1 by
there is a paralysis of well-directed effort ond energy to build up
heﬁesg open farng end create that 1ﬂdwvﬂﬁuenoo Jhi@h gvery cwnery of |
soil with a secure and unencwaber

”-* @

he

&t

ace uﬂ? oS L@A, that invites cnly
8 ’rhulun znﬁ barbarisy, ?Ld o incentives to individusal
ef urganize the Tervitory as other Territories sre
oTLE :i_ s g bo every man, ‘rfom.m and child of the several
tribes & Sp Cldl allguxenb of, sz 2 160 seres of land each, giving
8 Lary e for the sslections to be made, onz year. O0OFf course,
! ¥ ill make the best selections, b the lands inalienable,
i 2t b@st; at all events make the Indjan's individual
P teuus, 28 zeod to his home as that of any landed proprietor in the

=
1]

e

qorlid. Abolish all 1baT QIrEan
of our comaon countey and shave
destiny., Dispense wluh the expense and deCb of ”ﬁfer
hiove been inferior in inbtellipence, and in Yoo many cnses inferiox
moral sensibility, Lo the leading men of these Ltribes. Thrgw Open
the rest of the land, sfber the Indlan selections have been made, i
actual sebtlenent, at 71.25 per acre, the proceeds to go to
ment, of schools, churches, seminaries, colleges and other instibutions
@f 1earninﬁ, and to inbernal ismprovenents., These proceeds could be

usbly dis .duufa, used and applied within the so-called reservatiouns
1q nroportion to the lands now claimed by the gseveral tribes. The
@ost .Jvle prOVL ion should be nade for school purposes, T

ionﬁ, nd dnel e ‘“P [NJldﬂS ci*
& £

'he Indian

Wﬁl% should be furnished with every facility for his educabion. Indeed

posgition of lands would afford to all Indians, regardless

r sex, abundant lands for uwse and occupancy, reserviy

¢;1ccnb endovment for Q(QGOlw, ingtitutions of learning am
iunbs, derived from the sale of lain

:» would thus start oul

brighter prospects than any Territory ;
goverrient,

onryess the power to thus f“ﬂ?é@ CML lerr1t0§ and make
on of the &ﬂis
d that Ureaties wilth
petuity the lands they now hold. Bub whet is
title thus guas Sinply one of Qccupan¢' and 1ok

can it be elaimed, in any sense of the term, that l?,UﬁJ




seh thre T
- wzt & population of one am@ 2 half

ﬁlLLlOn“‘ 12 Indien title is pufel one @f occupancy has been
decided by tne c@urts in & hundred decisions, zpnd it possesses none of
the eieﬁenms of 2 title &5 understood by all eivilized QOVW1ni&i@s when
gpplizd to real estate, The lands are held in uuﬂﬂﬂn. i are

fde

foccupied,” the title reveris Lo the United States, The reversiona:
title and interest inveriebly rests with the govermment by treaty.
sovereignty, the political contrel and managenent of the Indians, ha
alwoys been exercised by the government. It has always appoinbed its
geats, superintendents, ebe,, over the Indisns, The Indian Teryi-
tory is teday abtached to the 3tal kansss for judicial purposes,
Political sovereionty hasg never beeﬂ conceded Lo any tribe. A nation
within ,_na“*eﬁ wruld b& an an@maly &nd an absurdity., The la-maling

o

power ¢ und @nacbnﬁnu it ehwooses for the
ZOVerTE far
sxaroeisi

yeugle, ourse vao

‘mgv as well
noin G@Lg
court de

o aduitiing b

upsn us
in a Iecemt
Suprene and
GCCURANTY ,

o iy e (1

et e 2

should hersaiter be re
saye

51 do noh believe the gove
i will encounter any in

,ng, uy VOLITOATY ces sa@a, d11 the hﬁwmib@“y vhal m

modabilon of advancing eivilizatior

H&di“l power, 1 do not hes:

¢ Jﬁbﬂt domain it can app?‘“f

ations vhen the 'publie

made, - Hor 4

»tuTG;dﬁE, the

| h-e general mu‘ffx@

Lic use' &0 B €
fficuliy in roach ¢ of The conpenss-
nestedly held &hmu te ﬁf@pe“tv may he talken
‘pp?&iS@d v&luatians aﬁd thers can ittie doubd
sale Lo the uses 0’ the Indians

i

for pul
that

Voula k 1nﬂcw our peculliar relab]
with uﬂ avdian and ward, a
sufiic ,;wml requiresnent,

PIf this view be correct, it beconss o question for the exercise of
the sound discretion ol {nnw*ﬁs@, dealing with the rights of Indians as
they would deal with the rights of otheP w@rsonu, uCCO“QlﬂW to a Just

interpretation of the eonmrac“ with & tions
0

o Qn&l@LOnS which atvbach to bl

deternined whers and t@ whah ext ; to setblie~
ment; bHuL never : X s made for 7 just caﬁaensaglanq to the
Indians, for whatever part of the lands may thus bs tsken for 'vublic
use, ! And until such legislation shall open them to settlement, every

£y

si
wﬂltb man who FnLPfS is an intruding tPGSQQuSGJS whor the United States
o3 ,

J



117

And Senator Nye, in a recent report, says:

"The interest of the United States in these Indian lands is such
that a grant may be made by it to an individual notwithstanding the
possession of the Indians, and the grantee will take an estate capable
of being sold or transmitted, and subject only to the right of occupancy
by the tribe. (6 Cranch 2 Yerger.) The Indian right scarcely rises to
the dignity of property, and the tribe can not, with any propriety, be
called the owner of land which it can not alienate, and its right to the
possession of which is destroyed by removal or by tribal dissolution,

"The Indians are, therefore, greatly mistaken when they deny to
Congress the right to legislate concerning the lands in this Territory,
for however sacred may be their right of occupancy, the paramount re-
versionary title of the United States, coupled with the sovereignty and
political jurisdiction, not only permits, but requires that they should
be the care of the law-making power of the government.

"If, when it is said that Congress has not the power to legislate
as proposed, it is meant that there is a technical constitutional
objection which would make the legislation ineffectual upon an appeal to
the courts, the position is entirely untenable.

"First, The title of the Indians, of the character above stated,
even if assured by a law of Congress, is not of the quality of a vested
right which may not be modified by a repealing statute as proposed in this
bill, and secondly, whatever rights the Indians have to these lands were
acquired by treaties, the parties to which were in this respect and as to
the execution of these instruments acting toward each other in the capa-
city of independent sovereignties, and the validity of the stipulations,
and the sanction for their performance, must be found in the rules
regulating the intercourse of independent communities. That the execution,
mode of execution, and prohibition of execution of treaties are within
the control of the law-enacting and war-making department, is apparent
from the structure of the govermment, Rights acquired by treaty may, of
a character to be cognizable in the courts, be protected or enforced by
them so long as the treaty is the law of the land; but if Congress shall,
for any reason of necessity or policy, forbid the execution of a treaty
provision, the citizens of this government and its other departments,
executive and judicial, must acquiesce. There is no remedy for rights
thus violated when an appeal to the justice of Congress shall fail, except
an appeal to arms, (2 Curtis C.C. Beports, and late opinion of Attorney
General upon Choctaw treaty.)"

The relation of the Indians to the government simply being that of
wards to a guardian, and their title being one of occupancy only, with
the reversionary interest and title to the lands located in the govern-
ment, -- the law-making power being vested with political sovereignty
over them, — the propriety of the early organization of the Indian
Territory invelves simply a question of public policy. That the require-
ments of sound public policy, as well as faith and justice to the
Indians, demand the Territorial form of govermnment, with the view to
ultimate admission as a State, I have attempted to show in this article,
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THE EDITOR HEARD FROM%

At Washington

THE TRIP AND THE WEATHER AND
THE OKLAHOMA FIGHT

A Close Call for the Bill —-
Strong Forces in its Favor

WASHINGTON, D. C., Feb. 14, 1889.
DEAR HERALD:

The advanced delegation from Kansas City-Oklahoma arrived in this
city of magnificent distances on Monday evening. The company consisted
of Col. T. B, Bullene of the great house of Bullene, Moore & Emory,
Judge Phillips, of the U. S. ecourt, Col. Web Withere, Col. D. P. Dyer,
J. R. Graham, K. C. Times, Thos. Heatley and Kicking Bird. Homn. F. H.
Allen, chairman of the delegation and president of the Kansas City
Exchange, went by way of Chicago and arrived on Tuesday evening. The
headquarters of our delegation are at Willard's but the delegation
scatters. Col., Dyer and myself stop 913 New York avenue, the head-
quarters of my old friend, ex-Gov. Sam Crawford, the fighting governor
of Kansas, the only man who was ever known to resign a governorship to
go and fight the Indians. This Crawford did. He drove

BLACK KETTLE
and his murderous horde of Cheyenne, Comanche and Kiowa cut throats
clear down into Texas, through the Panhandle, in the dead of winter,
and compelled the peace council which was possible at Medicine Lodge in
the fall of 1867, That council I reported for the New York Tribune and
the New York Herald. It was a notable council., Gen. Sherman,
Gen, Harney, Commissioner of Indian Affairs Taylor, Bob Taylor, now
governor of Tennessee, Senator Sanderson of Missouri, Stanley, the
great explorer, Gov. Crawford, Senator Ross, and others were present.

It has been a very busy week on the
OKLAHOMA BUSINESS.

Before this reaches you you will know more about the bill than I
can now tell you. The hind sight of most people, including newspaper-
men, is better than their foresight. What men don't know will fill
volumes, what they do know can be written on fly leaves of unpublished

4Geuda Springs Herald, February 23, 1889.



119

histories. This I think I am safe in saying, that the bill ac

has a decided majority in the Senate. The principle of the bill and
ite real objects and purposes are approved by the sound judgment of
all candid men. The methods of the bill, its ambiguities and incon-
sistencies, 1ts omissions as well as its superfluage and amplification
render it exceedingly objectionable. It should have been perfected and
passed months ago, in fact four years ago. The air of the Senate is
hostile. It doesn't take long to find out this much. Yet, as I have
said, the principle of the bill is so just and attempts to deal so fairly
with the Indians, and it 1s so accordant with public policy that fair-
nminded senators will support it if a vote can be had in spite of the
infirmities of the measure as formulated in the bill.

There has been little change of routes or modes and conveniences
of travel, during the last twenty years, from Kansas to Washington. “ihy,"
said Senator Ingalls to me this morning. "29.70 your fare from Kansas
City to Washington — that is just what I paid to a eent in going from
New England to Kansas thirty years ago."

This Thursday morning, it is 42 degrees above zero, just 18
degrees wvarmer at Geuda Springs than here. The weather maker said to
me: "You will have rain at your place by night. It is now raining at
Kansas City and Leavenworth.® I told him I was having a terrible
struggle to save the peach crop. He sald he would help me and thinks I
will have no material difficulty in securing an sbundant peach crop
for the people of Kansas., If this is done, and the Oklahoma bill passes,
uwhich will bring corn up to 50 cents a bushel, in 90 days, oats to
4D cents, hogs to $5.50 end produce generally in like proportion, I
shall feel that a great work has been done. There are many influences
at work for the Oklahoma bill that we do not know of and that did not
exist a few months ago. The country is on the

VERGE OF A PANIC,

There has not been such a money pressure since the panic of '71-2.
In our own section we had good erops and have no money. Produce brings
nothing, The passage of the Oklahoma bill will bring a wonderful
immediate temporary relief. The country all west of the Mississippi
is mortgaged. Chicago is mortgaged, Kansas City is mortgaged, in fact
the whole country is in debt. We borrow our money from the Dutch
bankers in Holland to bulld our railroads. Mr. Winslow, president of
the Frisco road, it is reported has just made a loan of $25,000,000 to
extend his line from Sapulpa west to Albuquerque. The money, it is
observed, does not come fram this country. It comes from Burope. The
borrowers are defeulting in their interest, all active industries are
at a stand still. If these defaults in interest payments are to increase
and multiply, what is to prevent the great associations and corporations
that have borrowed the money from a rapid transit to the very boundaries
of bankruptoy and a receivership in the not distant future for the
grandest and most colossal rallway corporation on the face of the earth.
They see also that with the opening of OUklahoma, and the stimulus to
all industries that 100,000 people will bring in the next six months,
the revemues of the road wonderfully increased, the shrinkage of stock
made whole and swelled to the former volume of 115, the deficit of
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$3,000,000 made good in twelve months. These considerations have
recently given the Oklahoma bill a wonderful impetus in New England, and
it is believed that New England senators will vote nearly solid for the

bill.
KICKING BIRD
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