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Tbls atudy seeks to idenU.t., amd.&t1 s which teD4 to eawre tensicme 

and problms wich teachers oxpen,encs as the:, attempt to 1llpl.EDeM 

currieular changes. 1he study attempts to a.acertatn the react.tone of 

teat!hara to some 0£ the ~b1e factors 'Which affect th• 1n al tu.at.tons 

where cuni.cular changes are involved. !he~ eeeka to discover hov 

teachers teal about their own a.b1li t!ea at.Id inadequao!ee lha t.hey an 

placed in situations .__.. curricular changes aro ~ . 

She pr1mar,y purpose of the study la to 1dentlt., amd.eUes vhioh 

tend to cause tensions and 'Which atfeet t.he att.t tudos and behavior of 

teachers 'Who are inval'h!d in making outTicular changes. A seoom 

purpose is to identity specific problma \iilich cont.r!bute to the tensions 

exper1enced by' teachers and wldeh tom to prevent progNaa in atteot.tng 

cuni.eular changes.. 

Yb!.s ~ is llm.ted to the 1denti_t1cat1.0D ·Of mi:x:let1e$ or tonatons 

Ql3d. prohlaus 'Which teachel"a experteme llben vorld.ng in progreas of 

curricular revisions. It 1.s not. eoncemoo. wlth wqs or methods .tot' 

~ about Ohs.tlgeS in cm.Tieu.la. 

2.be a~ 1a ftlrtb llm1 tad to the volml.tar,y responses of 2S2 

exper.:tenced teachers in 16 schools var.ying in em.-olmente fl!t'a lOO to 

3,000. 'lhe schools were distributed geographieally across th tJ'r.d. tec1 

States east of Denver. 
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For example, the lack of a feeling of' security in a new teaching field 

is likely to brin on aruci ties which tend to cau.se tensions in t a.chera. 

The following eight areas of a.nxieti s representing factors and 

si tu.ations tending to cause tensions, as detet ned by the jury-, were 

considered illustrative. It is not claimed that tJie are s are discreet. 

Th statements of anx1. ties re considered aspects related to the areas 

or kinds of anxieties which teachers might exhibit. These kinds of 

anrl ti s ght tend to cause tensions on the p t of teachers and thu 

int rfere with the progress of currioul'um revision. 

List of Areas of .Anxieties Identified b Jury 

1 . Security 

Feeling in ecure as 
different probl 

teaoher working in a nev area or on n wand 
in the classroom 

Fe ling insecure in presentin n iW or different. materials 

Feeli v insecure in belief in · e value of' th pro osed cum.cul.um 

Feeling insecure in the a.ccept~oe by the community of the new 
progr and method 

2. Confidence 

Lack of feeling confidence in the school leadership and in the 
sinoeri ty of th t le ership 

Lack of feeling confidence in the proposed ourricular chance and 
oonfid nt th t it was an i pro~ ent over the former plan 

3. Skill in ol sroan thods and techniques 

F ling that one does not have the skill to teach i n a si tua.tion 
where the 1 ... ole of the teacher night be different fran the former 
role 

Fi eling tha.t one lacks sldll to find and use new aterials 

F ling that one lacks skill in using pedagogic terminology 
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TABLE I ( Conti nu ) 

Enrollment o. of Ta.ch rs 
1950 - 19!il Responding 

s. M aroneok Senior High .. School, 
Mamaroneck, New York 

(A school which was concerned with 
meeting the Life Adjus ent need of 
its pupils) 

9 . Roosevelt High School, 'Washington, D. c. 
(A school where a program ot currioul 

revision designed to meet problems 
of ll vi.ng n eds for em.or had been 
in pro es for several years) 

10. Amarillo Senior igh School; Amarillo, 
Texas 

(A school wher tbe fa.oulty vas 
ngaged in the Texas Secondary 

School Study) 

11. Oak Ridge High School, Oak Ridge, 
Louisiana 

(A school vher& the faculty developed 
a unique curriculum designed to e t 
the needs of pupils in a rural 
community) 

12. N w Trier Township High School, 
Winn tk, Illinois 

(A school which particip ted in the 
"ght-Year Study and the Illinoi 

Study) . 

13. Evanston Township High School, 

675 

935 

1, 300 

150 

Ev ston, Illinois 2,400 
(A school which participated in the 

Eight-Year Study and the Illinois 
Study) 

14.' Decatur High School, Decatur, Illinoi 1,700 
( sohool which vas involved in the 

Illinois study of sacondary education) 

15. Bixb7 High School , ixby , Oklahoma _ 
{A school which vs attempting to develop 

pro of Life Adjustment Education) 

8 

4 

6 

5 

10 

9 
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APPENDIX B 
THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

What happens to teachers when they are involved 1n a changing Curriculum 

The school system in which you teach has been involved in a continuous program of curriculum study and im­
provement. You have been a participant in the effort to bring about desirable curriculum change. Your experienced 
judgement should contribute toward a better understanding of what happens to teachers as persons when they teach 
in a school where curriculum change is taking place. 

You are asked to cooperate in this study of what happens to teachers when involved in a changing curriculum. You 
need not identify yourself, but your response to the questions on the check sheet will be most helpful. Any comments 
you choose to make may be written in the space provided. 

T. H. BROAD 
Daniel Webster High School 
Tulsa 7, Oklahoma 

Name of School Enrollment ______ _ 

fype of School. Junior Hig .. ________________________ Senior High _____ _ 

=i,ty ________ ______ ____________________ State _ _________ _ 

\ge (20-30)-- (30-40) __ (40-50)--(over 50)-- Sex F ______ _ 1\1 _ ______ _ 

..iarital status. ____________ , Degrees held: Bachelor ____ _ l\1aster ____ _ Doctors, ___ _ 

:emester hours credit in teaching fiel~--------------- - m Educatio.~---------

.J"umber years in present positio,..._ _______________ Total years teaching experience: (1-5 )----

6-10)--- (11-15)--- ( over 15 )---

Vhat subjects did you prepare to teach ________________ _______________ _ 

Vhat subjects do you teac,~----------

7hat subjects do you prefer to teach _____________________________ ____ _ 

That experience have you had in curriculum construction ___ _ individually ___ _ on a committee ___ _ 

eeks ____ months ____ , Did you participate in determining the curriculum in which you teach? Yes_No_ 

:ave you had experience in helping to plan or in working in a revised curricul_um in any of the following ways: 

a. revising courses of study ___ _ 

b. determining new courses of study ___ _ 

c. determining new or different approaches to meeting needs of pupils ___ _ 

8.3 
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DIRECTIONS 

The following items provide an opportunity for you to indicate your feelings as you found yourself involved m a 
changing curriculum. 

Please place a check in the column which indicates your reaction to the question, ••••••••••• 

Y - indicates "yes" 

U - indicates that you are undecided 

N - indicates "no" 

Did you feel a lack of definiteness of purpose of the proposed curriculum? ___________ _____ -y-

2 Did you have any feeling of doubt as to the value of the proposed curriculum? _________ - y-

3 Do you prefer to agree with those who propose curriculum revisions rather than have 
to defend your position~ ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Y-

4 Do you ever think you know what is best for pupils and prefer not to be bothered 
by curriculum revisions? ________________________________________________________________________________________________ -y-

5 Do you have information about the reading materials in the homes of your pupils-
books - magazines - newspapers? ____________________ ---------------------------------------------------------------- Y-

6 Do you get disturbed about your own status when the opinions of your fellow 
teachers are opposed to curriculum revisions? ________________________________________________________________ - y-

7 Did you have any doubts as to the sincerity of those who proposed the curriculum? ___ - y-

8 Do you think that the purposes of the proposed curriculum were different from the 
purposes of the previous curriculum?-------------------------------------------------- --------------------------Y-

9 Did you feel that you were lacking in skill and ability to do your job of teaching? ______ - y-

10 Do your supervisory officers , use educational terminology that you do not 
understand~ ____ ------------------------- ---------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------ Y-

11 Do you have your work so organized that any changes are more bother than they 
are worth~ ------------------------------------ --------------------- -------------- ------------------------------------------------- Y-

12 Do you fear adverse opinions of fellow teachers more than adverse opinions of those 
who propose curriculum revisions? _______________________________________ --------·----------------------------- - -Y-

13 Do you feel that if you let pupils learn that you do not "know the answers" they 
lose confidence in you? ________________________ ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- Y-

14 Did you question the idea that the proposed revision was better than that which you 
had previously been doing? __________ --------------------------------------------------------------- ------- -----------Y-

15 Would you prefer to rate well with fellow teachers who may be opposed to your 
ideas even if you had to reject the curriculum revisions which you believe will better 
the teaching-learning situations? ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Y-

16 Do you know what the fathers and / or mothers do to earn their living? _______________________ -y-

17 Do you feel adequate in directing group activities? _________________________________________________ ______ -y-

18 Do you feel adequate to help pupils plan their learning activities? _________ ___________ -------~ 

19 Do you feel that the revised curriculum fails to provide for subject matter which 
you believe essential for meeting the needs of youth? ____________________________________________________ - y-

20 Did the ideas basic to the proposed curriculum conflict with what you believe are the 
purposes? --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Y-

21 Does teaching in a new teaching-learning situation require more time of the teacher 
for prepara1;ion?----------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------Y-

- u-- - N-

- u-- - N-

u - N-

- u- - - N-

-u-- - N-

- u-- - N-

- u- - --N-

- u- - N-

--u- - N-

- u-- - w-

- u-- - N-

- u- - N-

--u- - ~ 

- u- - - N-

- u-- - N-

~ - - N-

- u-- - N-

- u-- - N-

- u-- - N-

u ~-

- u-- ----w-



22 Did you alter your classroom teaching to avoid criticism of other teachers? ________________ -y-

23 Do you have an opportunity to know and understand the whole school program? _____ - -y-

24 Do you think the facts and knowledges which you have previously taught are more 
important than those called for in the revised curriculum? __________________________________________ - -y-

2 5 Did you feel that if the proposed curriculum were right that somehow you had spent 
much time in preparation and experience which was futile? ---·------------------------- ------------ -Y-

26 Do you think that pupils who are not intending to go to college should t ake an 
entirely different curriculum than those who will enter college? ___________ ___ _ __ ____ --Y-

27 Do you feel that the subject matter which you taught under the previous curriculum 
had more value to pupils than the subject matter which was to be presented by the 
adjusted curriculum'----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Y-

28 Do you feel that you must have an opportunity to demonstrate to pupils that you 
are well prepared and well informed in at least one area of subject matter? ------------------ - -Y-

29 Do you think that your former methods made it easier for you to handle large 
classes? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Y-

30 Even though teaching procedures have been validated by research findings, do you 
hesitate to adopt them because of fear of criticism of _other teachers? _____________ ------------Y-

31 Were you disturbed about the role of the teacher in the new teaching-learning 
situation? ---------------------------------------------- _______________ ------------- _ ---------------------------------- ---------- -Y-

3 2 Do you feel "pushed" for time to make adequate preparation brought on by the 
proposed curriculum change? ·---------------------------------------------- __ -------------------------------------------Y-

3 3 Have you had to defend your teaching from adverse opinions of other staff members?--y-

34 Do you have any information about what your pupils do while not in school? __ - -y-

3 5 Did you lack confidence in the leadership provided as you approached the new teach-
ing-learning situation•---------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------Y-

3 6 Do you believe that a basic textbook would make teaching in the proposed curriculum 
more effective•------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Y-

37 Do you consider your major subject as important in the education of youth today as 
you considered it to be when you first began teaching? _____ ------------------------------- _________ - -Y-

3 8 Did you feel at a loss about where or how to find needed materials? __________________________ --y-

39 Do you have accurate information about the number of graduates of your school who 
enter college or university each year? ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- -Y-

40 Have you participated with your fellow staff members in establishing the purposes 
of education for your school? ______________________________________ __ ________________ ________________________ __ ______ --y-

41 Do you believe that high school pupils are mature enough to help you to help them 
plan ways and means of solving their problems?--------------------------------------------------- -----------Y-

42 Did lack of knowledge of how to plan ~vith pupils cause you any concern? ________________ - y-

43 Do you think that your teaching methods were changed by the new curriculum? _______ --y-

44 Do you have knowledge of the home conditions of most of your pupils? ____________________ - -y-

45 Did you experience difficulty in finding suitable materials for classroom work? _________ --y-

46 Do you think that putting into practice the proposed curriculum revision means 
much more and harder work on your part?_ ------------------------------------------------------------------- -Y-
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47 Did you feel any resentment toward the administration about the proposed 

curriculum) ---------------------------------------------------------------··----------------------------------------------------- -Y-

48 Did you feel that the proposed curriculum was imposed by the administration of your 
school) -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Y-

49 Did you have sources of materials readily available? ____________________________________________________ - -y-

5 0 Do you usually agree with those who proposed the curricular change rather than ex­
press your thoughts and feelings when you really don't believe in the proposed 
changes) --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -Y-

51 Do you have accurate information about the present status of graduates of your 
school for the past five or ten years? ___________________________________________________________________________ --y-

5 2 Do you find yourself in agreement with the philosophy of education expressed by a 
majority of your fell ow teachers?-----------------------------------------------------------· ----------------------- -Y-

5 3 Do you worry about the value or harm in giving pupils failing grades? ________________________ --y-

5 4 Were you at a loss for procedures when you attempted to put the revisions into 
practice) ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Y-

5 5 Do you think that your work is appreciated by your supervisors? ----------------------------------Y-

5 6 Did you have any fear of consequences of community reaction? ___________________________ _______ --y-

- N-

- u- - N-

- u- - N--

- u- --N-

-u- --N-

-u- - -N-
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