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PREFACE,

Since 1930 trailer living has taken an increasingly
important place in the United sintes as temporary, semi-
permanent, pecmanent, or non-cresidential housing, There
has been relatively little res.corch on this subject even
though mobile home living has had defip:ite impliéations
on'fumily and community li£§< The purpos< of this study isj
‘to review the literature writisn and at the same time -
observe the problems for the fumily and the community

brought about by this type of hou=zing, The major sources =

of material consisted of The ew York Times, periodicals, =
and data from the Mobile Home: Manufacturers Association -
as only three or four book references were availacie for

this'study.
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. idea bhas developed into the relatively permanently parked‘;

. CHAPTER I
.+ THE HISPORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF MOBILE HOMES

The use of trailers drawn behind passenger cars as a -’ .

. mode of living while touring began with the develqpment.offaﬁfﬁ“

ol

the house car, (16-p.l) From this beginning, théftrailefwﬁj}ff

mobile home of today,

There are’SQVerul reasons f{or the phenomenal devéloﬁgaff;ﬁ3
ment in the United States of this motorized offspxing:ffom;f &
the horse-drawn "caravan" of ingland. (38-p,1) Even:ih f:w“>

our early colonial days the spirit of adventure and thelﬂ“

desire to see new places wefe the start of today's géeat 7ﬂ
tourist businéss. (58~p.13)  The development of ouf coﬁhtr&r
by the carly American pioneers was by means of Conostogaﬁ'
wagons which transported the family with all its household
effects. The practicability of the automobile and the
improvement of roads were the two factors most reépohéible 
for the popularity of tluliexs for- trdvollng about the ’ 
country, (38~pp.1 5) In 1959 the number of unlts in the}i
United Skates totaled 148,600 and was valued at $690 850h
000 (50-p.1) |

The change in trailers from the models of the early

‘fperlod has been great.: A comparison of ‘the present moblle




';} of the mobile home is divided into rooms by the use of wullf‘“

dweiiings with thoge of the past sﬁouldvdemonstrate_this
amazing development, The interiors of these mobile_homeSﬁ5ﬁ;
and travel trailers are very similar to those of small
conventional housing units.‘(Figﬂ 1 and 2) The trailers.

are much larger than were the earlier models, and the floorT 

partitions with doors as well as sliding panels. (o9-p 163)7”” T

Generally, a hall leads to the various rooms, The room. |

' arrangements vary, with some models having a brmkeniend

raised floor line between the living room and kitchen area" 

to create the illusion of two separate areas. (47-pp.4 0&42)¥UH

- Others have a two-story arrangomaopnt, with two bedrooms and

a bath in the upper section and the kitchen, living room,v,

and bath in the lower, (58:108) 1In order fo have more :

room without sacrificing mobility, many trailers have‘a:

section that c¢an be telescoped out to one side after feachinéi; 

the parking site, (Fig. 3) . L
Over 90% of the present mobile dwellings are equlpped

w1th bathroom facilities. The smaller units have bathrooms 5e7

<>nta1n1ng shower stalls and a washstand, When mobile homes '

are large enough, an especially designed tub (23x36 1nches)

or a separate7shower ean be installed, As a result of_mapy'
dealer requests, larger models are‘equipped with stendardﬁuu
tubs, In most mobile homes, drains from the sink wash

~ basin, t01let and tub or shower are joined 1nto one outlet
~which carries the waste water into the patk sewer system.

Most modern moblle homes are heated w1th oil burnlng




»‘n

A S ;

~ N ;

o‘/ \\ B
; s g o)
a” [

}
HH i LR
it R RS : |

THE LUXUAIOUS "SKYLITE" TEM - wiiDK : s

AVAILARIE I 41 48’ AMITE o0 15esratiyg t it vptra g SPNUIOHS LIV APTA PRiYATE { 3

BIPROOGMS AMD FRIVEIE QAT ¥y 7 are Cem aeviene moud QRO v (A
HIAS FHE LONM OF S04 THreg “

Figure 1.--A, Large modcrn mobile home unit shown with
room arrangement; B, typical spacious living area,

]

Source: A, Knox Homes Corporation o
¥ B, Aluminum Company of America
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Figure 2,--Travel coach mounted on pick~up truck, A very
versatile unit for vacat10ners~—1nter10rs s1m11ar to
travel tﬂallers.

Sourcez 'Tfavel“Queen Coach Company  ‘-if{g;f“
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Pugure 3 ~wpran510n typp mohjle home Wthh expands to 153
.. feet’ in; w1dth after reachlng the camplng SLte. ' :

[

Soﬁrcq;’ Budger Manufactur1n Company, Inc. 
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xeunlts controlled by electric thermostats. A’few manufacturersw?

ifinstall petroleum gas heaters supplled from fuel tanks mounted

beside the moblle home or ‘on the t0w1ng hltch. Generally”
. ~,r ' v

an air duct equlpped with a b]ower supplies warm air from

the heater whlch 1s usually located 1n the liv1ng room to'f
VT y \ -
':_athe rear bedrooms and bathroom. The high cost of electriclty

%fojétfln some areas has el1m1nated its use at present (47-p.44)
g The development of the mobile home into the comfortabl",
fmodern "traveling apartment“ of today began before 1920
‘¥ﬁ{,ﬂ;fw1th a wall- 1ype tent known as the army tent whlch was '
?fr;carried in the rear of the car as camping equlpment After
7?:the automoblle became inclosed, the umbrella—type tent mad
3'its appearanoe. This tent was roomy when erected, compact
fi when not in use,\and much easier to set up than the old armys
:ﬁ?tent. (38-p.1) A new development, the house car, soOn.madei
{emits appearanée.( This vehicle afforded liv1ng convenienCes
foor use during day ‘and nlght, as well as belng a means off
i};transportatlon.a It is thought that Ray F Kuns des1gned thei

first house car in 1919 and built it in hls workshop the'“

following year. (38—p l...Fig. 4) . | o
Whlle the house car was belng deVeloped the collapslble

fl type traller or ”Foldlng Cottage was beginnlng to be used

ToAin connectlon w1th the passenger car. (Flg. 5) These:

‘v

ifctrallers, which were very convenient to set up after reach;ng

" the camplng 51te, were produced by several c0mpan1es in the.

‘*Thei';disadVantage was that the equlpment

;avfﬁmid-twentles

W}cfcould not,bef>sed“asia 11v1ng conVenience durlng the day
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Flgure 4, ~-A First house car built by Kuns in 1920; B w ot
ISP interlow design and arrangement C, detailed constructlon :
Ry L of framework and seatlng arrangement wh11e enroute. i

Source&_ Trailer Coaches by Ray P Kuns.ﬂ 




Figure 5.~-Early folding cottage
by automobile, .

Source: Trailer Coaches, Ray F,
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y*,g\cas 1n 1930 beds are still placed across the front and rea

ﬁfi{:whlle " was being towed behlnd the car. (38*PP~1 4) By the

%fearly thlrtie the house car and foldlng traller had reached
' their peak of | userIDGSS*j Tourists were. demandlng much mo"
i?enn;ly nva;lahle and ﬂﬁﬁveﬁlﬁhi uqﬂipmﬁﬂt i'aome Of tne
ﬁﬁ'beginnlng 1deas, howevep’ are still used by moblle homee
‘f'‘3;I;,‘vmanufacturex:'za,i The floor space is still rectangular W1Lh

- two doors on the right side for easy entrance and’ exlt Just

W?fw1th the area 1n the center belng utlllzed for the kitchen.

ff,(47-p.40)

;251930 when Mr. Arthur G. Sherman of the Covered Wagon Compan'
L:exhlbited an 1mproved model at the Detroit Automob1le Show }
7¢(47-p 4) After 1930, there were economic cond1t1ons that
-iencouraged the use of trallers. Durlng the depre551onvwhen
.tmany famllles were forced to look for work in other parts o}

_;ithe country, trallers were used as shelters during the
‘{hisearch Do~1t-your5elf trallers and house cars were h L
:T'inexpen51vely made in the back yards by anyone having a llttle
" knowledge of woodwork (16-pp.1-3) Another factor in favo

‘it trallers Was that little cap1ta1 was needed to start a

fi.rtraller DUSlneSS wh1ch generally took place in a garage. .“

P

. (47-pp.4,112).

ST
‘ v 9"
) :

The first encouragement to the use of trailers came in:

. '?,':

.fnﬁaddltlon to furnlshlng 1nexpensive and

ftempbrary hou51ng, trallers were used as offices, police |

(

fh»track1ng ““itsbfrellglous chapels pOlltlcal campalgn quarters,;f

y'land for use by prof9851onal and goVernment organizatxons. o

v'f_(58.45 46,4,8, 11
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'.During ana‘f6110W1hg World War iI» veterans and their'“ :

"1'fam1lies as well as war workers made use of trailers because‘%

“fff;of the serious shortage of housing. Adequate temporary

| &f?housing had to be provided for the influx of construction

;‘Fﬂ workers- 1nto an area and more permanent hous1ng was needed
“"?for the operative personnel of new unu reactivated productiona
.,fa0111t1es.‘ Although migratory laborers had been u81ng fff |
trallers as semi-permanent homes during the thlrties, the e
7“5trailer market really opened up with the defense effort (47#
”"7ifpp 13-14) i

By 1943 more than 60% of the natlon S . trallers were 1n'g
n;fdefense areas. ' The National Housing Agency had PUPChased
égh35 000 of these, and private sales were forbidden by the'_
igovernment. Flnally, the industry was notified that nogmore;
'5?{?trailers would be purchased by the government since officiélsr3

Qibelleved that the housing shortage,was over., - With the |
'fcurtailment ofwgovernment purchases, many manuf&cturers Went
;*:out of business and the productlon work force dropped below
?f;s,poo - : ‘

: Although trallers d1d not udd to the permanent hou51ng

v resources, they did prov1de 1nexpen81ve dWell1ngsfor wartlmes

L"use.V-;:"x“"}
' The federal government reallzed the potentlallty of
,moblle dWe111ngs as an adaunct to 1ts hou51ng program (58'v

69, 72 77 )78, 86 87,88,89,99) Trailers were purchased by

various gOVernment agencies for use: 1n the areas where there

/"'was a shortageﬁuntll more permanent hOUSing' nlts could be




| i L R §
'Lffi“huilt g In 1940 1 500 un1ts were ordered to house constructionff

‘ngpersonnel in defense production centers, and were used through—fg

L out the nation for the remainder of the war. In many cases,

lfjnermanent heunins never repiaeod thane trnilere. (47&9.14)

" Federal officials not only purchased large numbers of mobile?f

'fghomes for rentals but ‘also had sites near defense productionx

fﬂcenters and military installations prepared for privately-"ft
"iowned trailers. (47~pp 13- 18) o E o
| ‘The main factor that retarded. the use of trailers forﬂ
~a number of years was the lack of knowledge of the mobile
‘Hitvhome business by manufacturers and dealers, There were noigv
:?‘available statistiCS of production other than estimated ,
"fxgures. (58:15) Even though growth was made in the industry;
manufacturers and dealers maintained a cautious attitude:i
iﬁztoward the future. From the earliest days ‘of the 1ndustry,;
bmanufacturers feared that the demand for trailers would be
*: temporary and that the saturation point would finally be

't?reached As a result of their fears, some manufacturers and
3i:dealers were reluctant to reinvest their money to build up

¥

their bu51nesses.

For the same reason large numbers of park operators
made little effort to 1mprove their fnoilities., Because of
(pnfavorable leglslation mobile home parks were required t;

27 be located: in areas not suitable for family liVing. The

Li”regulating of plumblng, heating and wiring has been slow R A

"‘ﬂﬁ}come. There has‘been a need for a standard COde of

{”fiﬂconstruction covering the 1nstallation of“heatlng, electrical




)

and sanltary systemss The Mobile Homes Research Poundatlon

_fwhlch is sponsored by the Moblle Homes Manufacturers A55001at1on2

fhas recently taken OVer many research and deVelopmental pro~

‘?Jects to better the 11ving cond1t10ns of the modern tra11er~
ites. In 1959 Callfornia enacfed a code in those three areas

that was. appllcable to mob1le homes and travel trailers.»

i

The MOblle Homes Manufacturers A= s001at10n developed 51mllar

construction :peclflcatlons Wthh became effect1Ve 1n March“

:51960. A Natlonal American Standard has been endorsed by the
Mob1le Home Dealers National Association and the Natlonals

GConference of Moblle Home ASSOCJnt1on which endeavors to

?establlsh national standards. (88~pp. 3~4) | ‘
; - The reluctance of bankers to flnance mobile homes has; -
ialso hampered the growth of the 1ndustry. (46-pp. llO lll)
In 1948 trailer buyers were required to make a one—th1rd5°
down payment and had only two years in wh1ch to completerth
transaction, S1nce banks were reluctant to accept traller
:paper until recently, those loan companles f1nanc1ng moblle
4}f home dwell1ngs have had the field to themselves. |

l In 19353 three f1nanc1ng 1nst1tut10ns 1n Grand Raplds,
Mlchigan were hold1ng 15% of all moblle home f1nanc1ng
‘kMost manufactarers in: the industry are small and cannott

$prov1de wholesale and retall flnan01ng plans for the1r dealer‘

QfThe future of flnanclng, however, looks br1ghter. Banks haVe

ot
§

begun to make loans for tralleri The Spartan Alrcraft

company dealers can offer consumerslterms of up to. 60 months

w1th a 5% finance charge and ' a_m1n1mum doWn\payment of 25%



on new Sparthn:trailers. Dealers report that these long
'»maturlties and small down payments have been important
, g .

yfactors in the rapid growth of Spartan sales.: Other finaneingg

institutions have begun offerlng the same terms, but some

“(47~pp 39-92) o

In‘splte of these deterrents, thebindustry sales;il
trend has continued to rise. At the present time 3, 480,
OOO people 1ive in moblle homes in areas which extend to

- most communities in the United States, (50+p.1l) The maJor

areas are 1n Michigan, 1111n01s and Indiana, w1th 1mportant

ewssegments in California Arizona, Texas and Florida. (Fig.e)a

The mobile homes and travel trailers of the present
time date back to the tent trailers and house cars which were
used for vacations of a weekcnd or a few weeks duration

s1nce 1930. All were classified as trallers unt11 1955
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' CHAPTER 1I

R THE PRINCIPAL TRALLERITE GROUPS, L

By 1941 the peOple who bought and lived in trallers;
’ﬂ’;icould be class1f1ed 1nto three types: ‘as temporary.or g
,:}vacatlon residents, permanent or seml-permanent re51dents
Jand non-re31dent1al occupants,h In 1960 these categories'

-are. 'still useful ones.

TEMPORARY OR VACATION: The early vacatlon trailerites;
;became a more important group when worklng hours were.' 'i
?shortened and there was more t1me for leisure.‘ The desire:h
lto travel popularlzed traller living Wthh in turn satisfled
*the demand for more comfort, convenlence and economy. (47-pp
' ~9) Fifty percent of the total 1937 sales were trallers
- for temporary use,
| ~ In the late thirties sportsmen could purchase and use’
o fluggage trailers. The cost of haullng such a trailer behlnd
| a car was nomlnal compared with the convenlence of not hav1n‘
to sleep on the ground and of being able to remove and dry ;~
i-vby a stove muddy boots and waders 1n ralny weather. Lighter;

ggtypes of . family trailers Wthh were new on the market then

'weighed about 925 pounds and cost from $590 to $1 SOO.Eu
tThese could conveniently take the entire family for a vacatio

if'll'in secluded and hard~to~get~t0 places. A special group °f




'Ef,vacationers were u31ng trallers for economy and prlvacy

F?f}jﬁearlier than 1935 (58 2)

As early as 1940 vacatlon trallerites as a group were

kigettlng attent;on and soma crltlciam.f Buckburn Sims reported ;

“in the New York Times that the West Coast motorlsts had

. become traller-mlnded and were seen cruislng over the countr

ol om weekends, as well as on annual leave, to varlous scenlc‘
”'(,Spots in Callfornla. He thought that the. blggest m1stake of

3ﬁ”f$}the trailerites of this time was to consider’ the traller as

="house~on~wheels" and to scale their living to that of a

‘hffuhouse or apartment, a style wh1ch was much more complex andM

~Ilnot nearly as much fun as tra1ler 11v1ng. (58:62) Because
;records were not kept “we do not know how many of the total
;number of trailers produced in the thirties ‘were luggage org
’vaacat1on trailers but popularlty of the travel traller has%
jcontinuously increased until today when 125,900 un1ts are in
: luse, 23% of the 1958 and 1959 production of moblle unlts, (50.
"3p~1)} o | .
PERMA&ENT<AND SEMI-PLERMANENT: The permanent und semi-

;1permanent trailer group contains the largest number of
fconsumers todav. Thls group con51sts of m1gratory workers
liy(profess1onal,'skllled unskilled and seasonal),'other workers,

‘retired people, students and persons who prefer moblle home ‘

55}'f11v1ng orvare forced into it, Members of thls group purchased
S 73% of the total ‘production in 1958 and 77% in 1959 © Thirty-

";}?;seven percent of the permanent or seml-permanent re81dents arez,
v_ §- -

glahskilled workers, 20% military personnel 18% profe551onal peopleii

“Liand 12% are: ‘therstuch as busineSsmen, laborers or semi-?:”}




- skilled workers.s(OO—pp. 1-2; 58: 132)

A rev1ew of the nrt:cles in the New York Times (08) from

w11935 to the present shows the importance: of these people W1th

'vf"homes—on~wheels" and their problems to the progress of better

sllv1ng 1n all respects for m1gratory people. (lG—p.l4)

fMigratory 1aborers haVe boon uslng trallers as’ sem1~permanent

ihousing since the early 1930's,

MIGRATORY WORKERS: (supra p.5 ) In 1940, 1500 units

:were ordered tpr constructlon centers throughout the natlon

and were used for the duratlon of the war instead of belng

freplaced by more permanent houelng (47—p.l4) In 1941,1,s

ug"many construction workers and service men purchased tralle

. ‘coaches for uSe as semi~permanent housing when they could

~find no more desirable dwellings." (47-p.13) ‘When.a'newf'

xfhighWay‘is now being built or a dam is Under construction;5

3thOUSands of famllles live in modern, well equ1pped traller

,coaches whlch enables them to move from camps1te to traller

}fpark-as the JOb progresses, This type of l1v1ng is alsol

- popular with other skilled workers such as carpenters,o_

engineers and electr1c1ans who help to bulld factories or

missile bases and when flnlshed move to other locatlons.“”]‘

”{_pp.34-35)

7where atomic energy plants are located has resulted 1n

ﬂ o

~&'hous1ng shortages:for Skllled personnel and an increased use5

‘m"l?of moblle homes




?

'57ﬂiﬁdemand of the need for 1mmed1ate hou51ng was found in 1951

(

‘:Vfgat the atomlc energy 1nsta11at10n near Paducah, Kentucky.

1In 1950 before constructlon hud begun, the populatlon of

Padueuh wes 3a,aze.5 A totul of 7,800 construction workers were

brought 1n as well as an’ unknown number of serv1ce workers

i

vwhlch further 1ncreused the demand for hous1ng.‘ Home owners

’Tbegan advert1z1ng sleeplng rooms for $100 a month and a f
. small flat for $150 monthly, ‘Mobile home parks were filled,
fehand up to 2,500 trailers were ‘parked in camps, behlnd conventlone
7nhomes, in vacant lots, and throubhout the countrys1de foriaf“y

# m11es around the plant, Paducah city officials agreed that

%f‘there would have been no other way of" hous1ng these constructionf

b,laborers w1thout the use of moblle dwellings, (47-p 23)

Another example was at the Savannah River Hydrogen Bomb
'Progect described by OffIC]alS of the Atomlc Energy Commlssron
as the largest construction project since the Panama Canalv
f:To prov1de shelter for 45,000 construction employees would
,iﬁ_require the building of a new city in a few weeks, The AEC

f!swas determined to avold sponsor1ng addltlonal government'

t__towns like Oak Ridge, Tennessee, or Los Alamos, New Mex1co

~ _For this reason mobile-dwellings were chosen as the most

1»fea51ble type of hou51ng. (47~p 24) The establlshment of

¥ooa .

‘.f;prlvately-owned traller parks equlpped w1th moblle homes for

hgrentlng to WOrkers was encouraged by AEC off1c1als.: By

“Tdn:[September 1952"there were 4, ooo rental moblle homes located -

:'\5;"1n four traller parks 1n Augusta, Georgla, and Alken Barnwell
' “f'and Wllliston“VSouth Carollna.f TheyVWere under common manage—




" ment and eachRWas ealled Robbins Trailer City.~s~”
i‘ Since there were 39 »000 construction workers in the}}

. area during late 1952, every mobile home was occupied and

there was a waiting list of . woxkers who wanted to move 1nto
vacated units. The list continued even though the original;

o rental price Was $82 50 per month. However an order by the

E*a;“. Office of Rent Stabilization reduced the rent to $50 a month
-The difference of $22 50 was paid by the Atomic Energy Com-

"Q m1931on to the operators of the mobile parks. The offic1als

of the comm1851on were’ quite satisfied with this arrangement

L which they regarded as much iess expen51ve and preferable to
bullding, maimtaining, and operating government hous1ng.¢5!

was thought that the mobile home villages were respons1ble”for

gasy recruitment of labor when families were to be housed
Lven though res1dents were opposed to trailers, most of the
had to admit that mobile housing proV1ded a satisfactory .
solution to the housing problem, The government officials
believed that by using mobile homes, the'p0551b111t1es o
over-building'would be.minimize (47-pp.23—25) In additionf
- the consumption of gasoline by employees was reduced by
-‘hav1ng trailer homes near the war production plants.qgi
" Not very much is known about trailer families of :5;
’fmigratory industrial workers. AM, Denton Jr revealed in
{;}‘his study concerning trailer families working on the H-Bomb
'lplant in the %avannah River area, certain facts.’ The governtl

ment made few plans for the families who lived on this proaect.

The. ones 1nterv1ewed came frOm 36 stateSQJVOnly a few familiesi]j




.,riﬂ I

A.had more than four members, and the maJorlty of parents

f~were under 40 The children were aldgo young, W1th 65% being

,,..
:S

’:_punder six- years of age.‘ | :

‘ . Most of these families intended giving up. their mobile
;home and mov1né to a conventlonal dwelllng. Accordlng to“r
.:Denton the reasons they gave wexe as follows.)'chlldren for
'closer assoclatlons by the time they reach their "teenS‘“‘
bfamllies need to be more settled by the tlme their children
reach the 7t or 8“ grades because school work is more ‘

specialized and difficult; trailers are too crowded for

persoual privacy as chlldren become older- inadequate room

;is aVallable in a traller for high school chlldren to entertaln

tfe their friends” and high school children who 11ve in trallers

fmay be, "looked down on" by other students.{ Grade school
m‘chlldren seldom make Such distinctions, (lS-p.SlB) '-ﬁi
- " Many construction flrms prefer marrled men who can
brlng their famllies on out~of~town JObS.‘ The results ofﬂ
the experiences in 1952 of several 0il companles w1th 51ngle
men, married men w1thout familles, and married men accompanied
by their fam111es showed that the last group was much happier
and more dependable. Slnce the hou31ng supply was short in
these sparsely settled reglons, many workers brought moblle
;:lff'homes with them.“ The ‘same is’ ‘true’ in the constructlon plpe-
'llnes (e g at Bartlesv1lle, Oklahoma ) ai;well as, other

-k

construction Jbbs where frequent mOVes are necessary. Most

of these fiel

Pjorkers 11ve permanently 1n moblle home dWellings,




::ﬁ‘tfe' In 1959 the word "home" to eonstructlon workers Stlll

‘“;[ meant a "takemalong" home, An exanmple of thls type of

h”?]'hou51ng 1s represented by the $421, OOO 000 Glen Canyon pro-'}»nf

F?Ject in northern Arizona where 1,400 men, mostly with families,

”:.are worklng. Slxty-two mobile homes owned by the contractors'”r'

Lo

wiwof the proaect were avalluble to lncomlng workers unt1l

 permanent housing was bullt or workers could arrange for

s-thelr mobile homes. (o4~pp 8 lO)

A special group of migratory workers are the seasonal‘
workers who also have used trallers. A typical example was‘

‘given in the Garden City Telegram, a dally newspaper of

"'bt'uarden Clty, Kansas‘ A custom~harvester famlly of leeral,

Kansas, follows the wheat harvest from Texas to Canada. This

work starts 1nvear1y May and ends in m1d~Septembe1 at the
Canadlan border. The house traller is a very 1mportant par
of the harVestlng nqulpment and when on locatlon serves a

a field kitchen. (22-p.2)

.~ STUDENTS: Today, 3% of the mobile home owners are
students, and 1% of these own their own travel trallers.
(50-pp.1-2) The percentage was extremely small until’ after

' the war when approx1mately 13 000 government—owned traller”

:f{were presented to colleges and un1vers1t1es where hou51ng Was
needed by marrled veterans. In ‘some cases the government
rented trallers to educatlonal 1nst1tut10ns, but in most

';1nstances the units were glven to them outrlght (47—pp.l7 18)

'aQIn 1937 many students who were attendlng college llved

”In a traller v1llage
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called "Town" which was located at the Utah State Agr1cultural
Jv1 College, the first college to accept trallers for %tudent ;“
'111V1ng quarters, the students used their trailers as homes o
.“1.wh1Le Jjob hunt;ng after graduation., (58«21) | .
| - The Un1ver31ty of Missouri was faced with the worst hous1ngl

shortage of its history in 194 3 untll 165 house trallers

‘were obtalned and supplied as hou51ng units to all veteran
- students who applied, (58:92) The Kansas State Board

fl'of Regents approved of the granting to students of 100 ’f

~ trailers which were leased from the federal government and -
“rented to these former servicemen at cost, (58:94) At the .. .
ffonlver31ty of Iowa 250 house trailers were avallable for .

. 1,500 veterans enrolled in that 1nst1tut10n, 40% of whom were

‘"rmarrled (58: 98) At Anderson College, Indlana, traller
f?unlts from government sources were added to the1r fa01llt1é5f;
:effﬁlln 1946 to house married veterans. (58:100) In January of :
.ekthat year, lOOitrailers were placed on the campustat Rutgers
”n'College, New Brunswick, New Jersey, to relieve'housingf |
xﬁétjshortages. (58:101) In Bloomington, Indlana, 225 trallers
;J’f&were installed on the campus to form a v1llage and Were ;
reserved for marrled veterans. This temporary hou31ng was

bjhﬁused untll bullding materlals and labor were avallable tor

permanent bulldlng. (58:103) -The University of Mlnnesotaxlffﬁ

"osecuned'zoo‘hohse trailers to meet their needs. Some of

these trailer communities installed évgovernmentvof their own . :
: with a mayor endba-council (58: 104) A similar government
. was organlzed by 379 traller reSJdents at the Un1vers1ty of

Colorndo,3Boulder;_Colorado.u(58,95) As was<revealedt;n o




| | “¥23rj;;
1948 from a survey by Professor Cecil L Dunn of 0001dental o

'”.College 1n Southern Californlu ‘the students who could not

;“fflnd moderate]y prlced hous1ng néar the1r college or univer-g
B ‘ . IR
{sity were more or less forced to live in trailers Tor reasonsQQLQ

“f*of economy . (47-p.21) In 1954 the Unlver51ty of Indlana soldﬂ"i’

?f:;oabout 100 tranlers and kept 235 mobile homes for housing-
”1fvstudents. (47«p.18) ' |

At the present time students are still u51ng moblleo_{

fhomes for hOU'lnb whlle attending col]ege. Accordlng to the\

fStlllwater Oklahoma News Press,.many Oklahoma State Un1Ver—
fff51ty students move into trailers while attendlng classes for

'fffour years, thus having a "homc—away—from—home. As an example4§

'f"of the use of these units after college, one couple plans

‘to use their traller as a lakeslde cottage untll a permanent
‘”Job is obtalned (4-p 8) »

| RLTIRLD. Since 1955, 10% of the moblle homes and 21%’. _‘

of the travel trailers ‘have been owned by ret1red people.’f(SO

,)

f pp‘l 2) Earller when houses had 1arge 11v1ng unlts, the
aged were easlly taken carc of by the1r chlldren. In recent
years, there has been a tendency for the older people to”
live in separate homes due to preference and to the lack ofﬂ
vrjsufflclent space for them 1n the small homes.t The use of7
- trailer. coaches offered a satlsfactory solutlon to thelr;
hfproblemg (47~pp.7 8)(F1g.-7) | ” ’ ‘”. »; li |
In the latelnlneteen flftles about half of the trallers

mdnufactured were sold to people w1th pen51ons, small saV1ngs

T nand th0se who were well_to-do.,(oB 12) Although classlfled



. as "retlred W about 35% of thlb ‘group had some employment

+

”?t‘often 1n an executlve or supePV1sory capdc1ty. The averagevj‘”W

:frlncome for retlred moblle home owners Was $3, 500 w1th 11%

-ﬁfhav1ng incomes Over %7 000, Sevcntywelght pcrcent had bank

“iiaccOunts and 66% had sav1ngs accounts. AbOUt one half had

iboth sav1ngs and checking uccounts.
S Comparlng retired travel trailer owners with retlred o
kmoblle home owners, we find there are more couples and fewer

,single people among the trailer owners, Fewer peopleyln

fthis group were employed, The average income for:retiredf*VL

'f;;ﬁﬂ«jtravel trailer owners is $4,400 to $4,500, Twenty percentvgr B

“?fhave incomes ‘over $7,000, Ninety percent have bank accouhté}ﬁ 2
'w75% have savings accounts and 65% have both, Ninetyéthrégif
"i;percent paid.cash for theirvtrailers. Ninety-tw0'pereehtM0f*
’igretlred tra11er owners and 93o of the mobile home owners were
’;over 50 years old, Wives of travel trailer owners were.older
»ithen those of retired mobilexhome owneré. o py
o In Dr, Bunn's survey in 1948, retlred people, llke
tfstudent$;3reported that they found moblle home 11v1ng 1n-
.fexpensive‘and”requiring.less work., (47 p.21 -22) By 1950

“retired people accounted'for‘ 15% of the. traller market asv

" compared w1th 35% of the sales to mlgratory workers. (47-p.

. As early as 1952 the dealer group felt that’ there was’ an .

oxpandlng market among these people in retlrement.nghe%v

::: i

'ﬁﬁ_optlmlsm of the dealers was based on populatlon qLutlstlcs

k{accumulated by the Federal goVernment and the lonp llfe-span

‘byvlife insurance company actuaries. At this time;

1 ) -vy
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‘T.fthere were 12,000 000 people in the Unlted States who were
L 65 or older.! By 1970 it is estimated that there w1ll be;f

.iff20 000 000 old people in the Unlted States. (58 34) The
”b"iltrailer buying of tnis age group aececounts for the stable
jd!traller populatlon and also explalns the relatlvely few
Mﬁ}:children found among trnllerltes. (58 67) : \h . A
The popularlty of mobile living made it posslble for
‘these peoPle to travel to various places which would not
. have otherw1se been visited, (58*120) In 1937 Herbert U. g
:fj'Nelson, Secretary of the Natlonal Assoc1at10n of Real Estata
tf_ Boards stated that while trallers took people away from v
:hjfapartments and hotels in 01t1es, the states themselves benefltedi
'fﬁdby this movement. (58 33) Of the 100 traller sites 1n Florlda
h{one at Bradenton operated by the Klwanls Club is occupled
'!feonly by people in retlrement No one can llve there who'is
’;’.galnfully employed Other clubs and rellglous groups have
*fdvinitlated s1milar projects for the aged. (47-p.32) : k_’
- OTHERS: The ease with which moblle homes can be bought

_ appeals to other moblle people who do not want to or . cannot

wait months to mOVe 1nto a house. Moblle homes complete w1t
‘all the furn1ah1ngs can now be bullt w1th1n twenty-four hours.
ffNo t1me 1s needed to erect them at the site.' ThlS means that

':\\u il .(
athere 'is no 1nter1m construct1on f1nanc1ng whlch accounts fo

gﬁB% of . the cost of bulldlna a conventlonal house and causes

fvmany people’ to become moblle home owners. When al moblle home

1¥,'owner wants?a“new home hls old unit may be traded in as ea81ly

% as: a car, and Wl‘th a better allowance. (63-pp.94-97)




1’

‘Mobile homes have been used frequently for shelter of

v;‘hff_storm victlms when thelr homes were destroyed and can be }ﬁ

lﬁfi;used in the event of attack by a foreign aggressor. In 19511

'thhe Housing and Home Financing Agency purchased 1,000 mobile
Jhomes to house v1ct1ms of the Kansas flood A few hourss’
{ﬁ;after the orders were recelved the trallers ‘were’ belng sent‘
f;to Kansas.’ one of the largest trailer parks for that time
f;;was establlshed to house the homeless. (47-p.26-27) Another
iexample of homeless people being supplled with shelter by the
liuse of tra1lers was on June 5, 1958 after a tornado h1t Colfax?'
ﬁc1W1scon51n. Mob1le homes were loaned to these people by e
;2pdealers, park Operators and manufacturer members of theii
»fWisconsin Mobile Home Association until the1r homes‘were”
:rebuilt. In the event of an attack by a forelgn country, the
.AFNatlonal Securlty Resourcesxﬂoard has con51dered u31ng mobile
:fvhomes. There are approxlmately 15 000 mobile homes on 5)qé«~
’bdellvery lots, in dealer's hands and enroute to dealers‘at allf'
tlmes. This 1nventory would be avallable to prOV1de shelter'
“ for the 1nJured and’ the homeless. (47~p 27) | 'Jh
- NON—RESIDENTIAL-' From 1930 until the present there have

been many spec1al uses for traller coaches other than for

of re31dence-; These uses are malnly for bu31ness, profess1onal

)

religlous,'and educat1onal purposes.‘
Before the war scores of f1rms used tra1ler coaches as

"V‘usales showrooms. By this means they could impre831vely

‘”e;c demonstrate and illustrate to dealers and customers more

’fﬁ*? complete 11nes than could be done by the use of catalogs. _Q'




‘iPhotographic etudios,'political mobile campaign'offices,yfeb

vpollce units, restaurants, key duplication shops, beauty

~_ parlors, moblle field offices for constructlon companles andv
 m&ny other uses have been found for trailer coaches. Clergy~vif:

' men and'priesté have used the trailer coach to spread the gOSf‘ E

pel‘to remote areas, Doctors and dentists have bullt up

'practlces in small towns by using fully equlpped moblle offlcesu‘
. Among many other special uses, municipalities have frequently
- used coaches for "Bookmobiles" to make more books avallabLe;

~ . to many more people‘ (47-pp.9-12)




CUCHAPTER TIT T L

| gTHE'FAMILY LIFE-CYCLE AND TRAILER LIVING

In the discussion of whether moblle‘hous1ng‘ofvthe.pasta
Eaior w1th the 1mproved models of today, could be_sultablesfor‘
isat1sfactory famlly llv1ng the progressive phases ln the"
f?famlly structure must be cons1dered Althoubh the questlon
”Eof sufflclent space and prlvacy for the specific fdnly are
\:1mportant these con31deratlons are 1nfluenced by Varlables
Xsuch as age, sex and attitudes which would affect the values
?of indiVidual‘ or entlre famjly groups 1n dec1d1ng whether
;fior not the hous1n5 was adequate, What a person wants, prefers,
'Biexpects and demands in hous1ng are contlngent on the phy51cal
vefypsychologlcal social.and economic values wh1ch may havefl
fbeen acqulred or recelved culturally. To understand famlly
;l1fe, Koppe. siat es that one must understand the relatlonshl
jof values, atiltudes and human behaV1or. (37-pp 129 132)
iThroubh his early relatlonshlps with others, the 1nd1v1dual

facqulres 1deas, hablts and attltudes which really compose

“the core of his personallty.g'This constltutes a real

\afrchallenge to’ builders and planners of dwell1ngs whether mob1 e

G3~fior conventlondl type homes.v?,—

In. a study by Beyer, Mackesey and Montgomery 1t was

i?ginoted that toylave greater liVablllty 1n smaller  w




| ,30’

:”*fpj{houses, the des1gn featureq that give the most satlsfactlon REr

Jto the occupant must be known and these are dependent upon
h,values of each member of the famlly group.- By attemptlng to,.
v stuéy human values, observations from thc rescarch of relation
ﬂfship of houses ‘to people showed deflnlte reflectlons of”'qu

;l1v1nb patterns which should be of service to designers in
‘plannlng better small dwellings.. Bullders should try to flnd
ffthe features that ‘satisfy each family most for practical
;El1v1ng for the money spent, The results of this study could.
tlalso apply to mobile home liv1ng. (7~pp 1-48)
S Whether the home is a moblle or conventional type,vwe “

e must flrst know who is g01ng to live in the dwelllng before

.édlscuss1ng the social aspects that would affect the fa 11y a:
::well as the nelghborhood In deciding the type of house thatf
i--':wou.ld be satlsfactory for a given famlly, we must flrst
giplace the famle with all its varlables into the proper llfe-
fcycle category | Por example,'w1ll the famlly represent the
:hbeglnnlng or early chlldnbearlng phase, the more mature expand
;1ng stage, or | the contractlng period of the fam1ly llfe cycle?
»;Let us con51der three hypothetlcal famllles who may or may~not
N“thlnk of. space pr1vacy and economy of thelr home as maJor

%factors in determlnlng thelr satlsfactlon?for famlly'11v1ng

_fbut who are at dlfferent phases of the famlly llfe—cycle.‘

-'vramlly A 1s Jn the beglnnlng or; ch11d-bear1ng group,'familwﬁ

B.ls in the expandlng famlly group, and famlly C is an,f@

] aglng or' contract1ng famlly group..‘ffm;u

THE BEGINNING FAMILY* Famlly A. could be a recent_




l7marriedvcouple with both members working, or recently .. i

filmarriedveollege:stUdents tryinp to finish their QGgrees.f

Ltogether.‘ Wlth elther of these two famllles,‘ pace:ahd"ﬁ
- “location would not be very important factors in determlnlng
Qwhether or not their home was satisfactory, ' This is the,?

jfper1od of adgustment alter breaklng away from the ties of

4»the1r former reSpectlve families, With their present 1ncome

,x?and lack of the, entertainment would be kept at a m1n1mum:%h
{,The greater portlon of thelr income would be requlred for'];
Q3payments on the home, with the remainder golng to essent1als
”*H‘not included among the weddlnb gifts. On week-ends they
‘would probablv ‘either visit relatives or couples of about th
.1same age and economic status. g

. In the perlod from 1930 to 1940, thls k1nd of a famlly‘

"brwould not have suffered as much as a larger family underw
0 similar circumstances from 1rr1tat10ns and frustratlons'
. brought aboutiby»inconveniences. In those days trallers

' ‘more or less served as shelters from the elements. They

also offered n place for sleeplnp, and the fa0111tlos of a
'gas or 0il stove on which to cook meals. People in the early:
_ days of thls "veh1cle~home apprec1ated hav1ng thelr own‘

'1 1

bed in wh1ch 10 sleep and home—cooked food rather than o

'g'{hav1ng to depend upon hotel’ serV1ces.- The husband who could

)

:'}”fbe a mlgrator: worker f1nd1ng conventlonal hOUS1ng too

" expensive forfa couple, bought a used mobile home, his f1rst

home, wh1ch was about 6 feet W1de and 235 feet long. The

furnlshlngs‘c’n31sted of a stove,‘an 1cebox, two beds W1th

one at each end”of the traller a table and several foldlng
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f;chairs. Many Of these models lacked bathlng and t01let R

"}}fac111t1es, w1th the space being used for needed storage.jt

\

Tr Most: of the camps had laundry and bathroom facllltles wh1ch‘

?were generally used dn preference to a prlvute one.' Mueh“o
;the social llfe took place when the laundry was belng done
Eor when the men stood in line for a shave. | - d‘:.
Before famlly ties had been broken, each mcmber mléh#:
;,;have been liv1hg in a very small house which had llttle floor
’ﬂgspace and veryullttle prlvacy was obtainable. As a consequence
7ﬂ{mob11e 11v1ng Was not as dlsorgan1z1ng as it was sometlmes |
‘thought to be,?and little adjustment had to be made. Slnce,
’r;both members of the famlly worked not too much time was :
“hspent in the traller, ‘and it was not dlfflcult under these
?clrcumstances for the two people to become adJusted to’ the
;sltuatlon,t However, when they were at home each One.wonld_
ﬁneedtto be alone athtimes. Some personalitiesvreqnire:being
;alone more freﬁnentiy than others; Since the trallers were
wfnot d1v1ded 1nto rooms in those days, two people Would have
- llttle pr1vacyt, The sav1nb of money is an 1mportant factor
:iéas the family should be prepared to meet later obllgatlons
1firesult1ng from trylng to satlsfy 1ts dreams and expectatlons
ias well as wants and demands. Cowglll reported that the e
f11v1ng costs durlng the 1937 38 perlod ranged from 365 to
“;@lOO per month, w1th an average of 390 whlle the average

income was appronlmately &250 per ‘month. The ownlng of ‘a
» f}raller had a strong psychologlcal appeal but thls was not
,Q‘powerful enough for purchasers to pay the pr1ce for the f;ﬁ

'; product Thlrteen percent d1d not want to pay more than 3400




'5-, 5¥Dr. dowglll tMOUght that this was an GXplnnation of whyf

,\.f?iRoger Babson 4 predlctlon that half the people by 1940
liwould be 11v1mg in moblle homes , dld not come true. (l7—pp.
' The present-day attitudes of Pamily A would probably’
id1ffer in needs, wants and expcctatlons concernlng hou31ng¢
The moblle home woula not Just BEPVe merely as a shelter es
»:in former days and would have to be longer and w1der. Also 
e;more conveniences would be demanded for the comfort of the'
i;occupants.' M&sterlng the household tasks with the leastt”
,lamount of energy would be a necess1ty; Hobby space m1ght b
. needed, depending upon the inoividual. ,AS an example,_the
young student;husband of one of my trailerite-friendslcen;,
i barely wait until he graduates from collegehand is fihéﬁéibiiy
ifabletto move into a conventional home, His ma1n obJectlon
”hto trailer 11V1ng is that there is no place to set up a work’
_:shop, and the- walls are too llght for hang1ng up hlS tools.
| Prlvacy to maintain 1nd1v1dual 1ntegr1ty and mental
ff;health would mot ord1nar1ly be a problem for a young couple

living in a moblle home‘today. The 11v1ng space 1s now part

tioned into room areas with walls and doors, In'many‘trallers

a hallway leads to'eech bedroom,‘and the beth‘ié'esﬁfnll§J
equlpped as 1n conventlonal homes.v The young couple of toda»
2could have the same satlsfactlon 1n ownlng a comfortablekh
traller as thet of the early traller famlly wh1ch has been

eﬁdlscussed earller in the paper concerning the present moblle

55home trend The standard of 11v1ng could be raised as the

= famlly take-home pay 1ncreased and the image of ownlng a
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larger home eﬁuipped with the latest technological'develOpé_eeu

'e{fments could uLtlmately be fulfilled, Among these latestv

'}uemdevelopments ls the proper selection of colors for the

L‘1ntcr10rs, flxtures, furniture, ‘and accessories by 1ntcr10r

~ .. four members'

de51gners.t ThlS should add to the comfort and satlsfactlon

v'of the occupamts. A study by N.L. Mintz reVenled that peoplefif
are affected by color and the appearance of their sur?oundlngs;ig
“In an experiment to test this phenomenen,ia persOn_who,waéttlefo

confined in an "ugly" room of cold and drab colors became!fVﬁ

tired and listless, but when placed in a "beautiful" roomt%;_
with warm and vibrant colors the reaction was of happiness andarﬂ
of showing a great deal of -energy. (49-pp.459-466) R

. Increased sales in the market may have in part resuitédjﬁﬁff
from manufacturers making use of interior designers. tThe e

:change in the economic system of paying for a productvby"'

installments ihstead of by one sum at the'time of puréhasee;
has also contributed to the rise in the use of mobile h9m95;43=l
Cowgill found that the cost of the trailer was a selectiyeii
factor associated with the income level of those livihgtiﬁfﬁ

k'trailers. There was found to be a definite correlatien.;e{

‘betweenbthe cbst of the mobile home and the incOme of‘thej;
V¥eoccupants. This factor would undoubtedly exist today, eVen
‘wtthough buylng a traller has been made ea51er for the B
" purchaser, (l7~pp.4l-43) '

f The Dxpandlng FamllY' Famlly B in the expandlng phase of

the famlly llfe cycle will be con81dered as con51st1ng of

tthe father who is 40 years old and is. a.
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o mlgratory construct:on worker; the mother'who'is 36'yeurs”oldlw
‘iand 1nterested in organ17at10ne connected with chlldren s écti~

s v1t1es- a son of 7 who is enrolled in prlmary school and a

'daughter of 14 attending high school. For thls famlly the ;
"-perlod of maJor adgustments have been made, and they are now

concerned with the Compﬂlat1VL]Y minor adJustments whlch

‘affect the happlness and well-being of the famlly.H H0u51ng
,needs, such as space and prlvacy, have 1ncreased with the
expan51on and matur1ty of the Iamlly group, and have now1
reached the most crltlcal 5td50 However the 1mportance ofa

prlvacy was found by Mont&omely, Sutker and Nygren to be amongi

the least important of six housing values to Oklahoma rural

: people. It was noted by these 1nvest1bators that there was an:@

. effort made by thls rural group to satlsfy only the ba51c needs

of,comfort economy and famllymcenteredness, w1th llttle 1ntere‘

being given-to prlvacy, soc1al prestlge,‘or heauty.“ They

conflrmed Hazel Kyrk s obqervatlons that American famllies ar
not too concerned w1th prlvacy as has been shown by the popi

larity of 0pen unwalled xoom areas. 1n modcrn homes. (53—pp.

('743-46) From the author s observatlon of present day moblle
:7f'home plans, prlvacy would be more. attalnable for those who nee’

&aor prefer 1t than 1f they Were 11v1ng 1nlavconvent10nal house

\whlch had very few walls.‘ In contrast to the beg1nn1ng famlly
_:the maturlng;famlly has a’ larger acqualntanceshlp w1th other
”people, both through the soc1al act1v1t1es of the parents and~
Hrthose of thelr chlldren. The problems of entertalnment “

/

“le would thus necessarlly increase 1n proportlon to the‘s1ze



:‘!f\sxze and 1n soc1a1 requlrements. Wlth the smaller trailers S

;:ff_llv1ng. When the children had homework to do, they could

"‘thhls atmosphere was not conducive to good work.

Mff{Boys are 1ncllned to be boisterous, and g;rls usually want

ifh;;Dr. Cowgill's survey of 1938 indicated that 67% of the people;

‘ah'the cause of fr’quent dlsagreements. Furthermore, 3% of ,

,lh 36J@j

'"tand soc1al incllnatxons of the famlly group. . i
In 1930-40 the maturlnb family would have fared much

" more poorly than the beglnnlng famlly which was llmlted in E¢”7

f“of that tlme, there was undoubtedly a feellng of crampedness,

t}depending uponi,hat the famlly had been accustomed to.:}ThQE
.Q'need fon prlvacy must have been significant for a mlxed

;Qfamlly group of d1fferent ages in the early state of traller

;%felther s1t at the kltchen table or on their beds, Generally,

{ethe bedroom sectlons were partitioned off by curtalns,bbut stall

The entertalnment of friends by the boy and g1rl in-

“‘the early mobile home would have been almost an 1mposs1b111ty
'to be more by themselves. In splte of these shortcomlngs,

‘”ffinterv1ewed felt that the trallerq were large enough, 29% :
iythought they were rather small, and only 4% thought they were
fﬁtoo small Perhaps the 33% reg1sterlng other than complete
o atlsfactlon were 1n thc expand1ng~famlly group. Ha» R

The feellné of lack of adoquate space was apparently no'

}fhlghly detrlmental to happy famlly relatlonsh1ps as Cowglll'

survey also 1nd10ates that size- of the traller seldom or

g

“ﬁnever cauSed frﬁctlon 1n 85% of the fam111es and Was never




i

5d¥fbefore changlng the1r mode of 11v1ng, and thls 1sAref1ected
;_;n the low dlvorce rate of traller couples. (l7—p 98) One‘“
.-reason for‘this 1s that the traller becomes a symbol for
”the family, and has the tendency of unitlng it into a: more"
{closely-knlt un1t. When chlldren of school age were 1nVOIVed,u
the famlly éenerully remulned 1n one locatlon until the schoolf
'year was oVer.L In fact, the COWBlll survey showed that 88%
of the people 1nterv1ewed felt that traller life elther was
ilnot a detrlment or actually helped in the educatlon of the1r
‘ﬁchlldren. In Famlly B the chlldren could probably take part

Yin school act1v1t1es w1th the secure feellng that they would

" remain in one place long enough to make frlends.' The Cowglll

”ﬂvsurvey showed that all the 1oca1 chlldren 1nterv1ewed wer“
u[;elther frlendly or very. friendly toward trailer children
'inone were 1nd1fferent, unfrlendly or hostlle._f' o
f Because of the lack in space in the earller trallerg
;hhhomes, many - customs handed down from tradltlon ‘had to be“glven
up, and mementoes dear to the occupant could not be retalned
The ' same 1s true of mlgrants living in. conventlonal homes;
When the wrlter's famlly was transferred from Gulfport
less1ss1pp1 to Honolulu Hauall; her son looked w1stfully

at the toys and other treasure belng cast by the ways1de,

"f The advantages of traller 11v1ng for%the expandlng

‘dfamlly 1n the early days of trallers WOuld be measured 1n

“é;terms of economlcal 11v1n5, belng able to:see‘parts of the

iﬁﬂcountrygv aklng numerous and often 1ast1n‘dfr1endsh1ps and

;;fhav1ng *ndependence as to the nelghbors.
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The 1ncrease in size and the added convcnlence in modern e

7Tg;day moblle homes has groaily changed thls plcture. Famlly B ;"f

?l'would probably have a three bedroom moblle home in order to'Tl

"§g -l1v1ng area, often equ1pped with TV makes an excellent place:

R styling whlch resembles conventlonul homes, although one

k: people with an average 1ncome of $5,250, (Flg. '8)

"“;have 1ndiv1dual prlvacy or a place to entcrtain frlends. 'Theﬁﬁf;

E“for thls purPOSc.' Many of the modern trallers have exterior}

'manufacturer clalms that they are not as popular as the more
ltyplcal mobile homes, | | _

The»living and storage space in modern trailers iélﬁeil-
o planned, and they often have about every convenlence and evenf
better plannlng than most modern homes.. L1ttle wonder,‘then :

thhat 1200000 mobile homes are in use today, hous1ng 3 480 000'

Of mobile home owners, about one half of all the famllies

had chlldren under 18 years, bThere 1s an average of about
one Chlld of pre~school age to cach two moblle homes and l
"about one Chlld to every four’ mobile homes 1n the Junlor-;
senior high school age group, It was also found that onev
thlrd of the famllles with chlldrcn have them in more than
one age group.f An 1nterest1ng fact to be noted is that the
: number of chlldren per fam1ly is lower than the natlonal

l

average and varled 1n geographlcal d1v1510ns of the Unlted

States. (B-p 5) 'r ;ﬁ;id i]ie;;v;;ﬁ
*fIn splte of the'increased size, arcas for privaCy;R”
attra¢tiféyli ing quarters and modern convenlences, thel ,f‘”h

;‘”tralleritesih ve the same problems 1n famlly llVlng that are
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'.[,famlllar to occupants of apartments and small conventlonal

’”thomes. Wherever people live in conflnement pxoblems are‘*ﬁg‘“f

Gbound to arlse.‘ The sclution lies in the conduct of the
vframilies invoLved and governed to a harge extent by the
‘h{::temperament Lntelllgence, education and past experlences of'

‘i5the famlly group, part1culurly with regard to the parents.

f{;fThe ability to llve in close quarters where competltlon forr
7§€spaCe is bound to occur, is infinitely more dlfflcult than
’;Jeln larger homes where the occupants may choose the degree
;J-;of pr1Vacy that suits their mood. v
- In a study by Robert Blood of two Chlld famllles 1n
:f;a housing development, permissive parents reported that.*
51gn1f1cantly more of their act1v1t1es were d1sturbed by‘
- nolse, and that the privacy they preferred was less obtalnable
_}:than for restrlctlve parents. Althoubh more lenient, the:;”
'fiperm1551ve parents experlenced more dlfflculty in securlng
fconformlty even w1th the few llmlts they chose to 1mpose.ﬁ
r'V_;}In general, perm1s51ve handllnﬂ of chlldren drastlcally
‘itaffected the ]1ves of the parents. Peace and qulet spot—.'
1t_less homes and obedlent chlldrcn were sacrlflced by permlsslve
i parents andvcdnrersely galned by restrlctlve paronts‘f7h .
‘ffthroubh strlct control of thelr chlldren. Bach famllylls an
1nd1v1dual prohlem but these studles p01nt to the need of

fspeclal techn1ques for. the handllng of parentwchlld s1tuations

. in moblle homes ‘where 11v1ng space is neceSSarlly conflned

F

"sThe degree of perm1s31veness practlced by the parents haS'

spﬁmuch to do w1th the ablllty of a famlly to llve in close




.+~ happen prOV1des an 1nd1cat10n of their permlss1veness., The '
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_quurters successfully. The amount of time children uref'
.i allowed to play indoors affects the use of the home by other

members, namely, the parents. In small apartments, play
activities tend to spread from the children 5] bedroom to the

;llVlng area. The extent to which parents permlt thlS toi_gQ

~extent to whivh children are allowed to clutter the 11v1ng C .

froom with thenr toys is another measure of parental permls-fff

 siveness. Famlly interaction is 1ncreased when the total i

s”f groWn'anq:haVéfestabllshed homes of their own fewer

floor space 19 limited in relation to the number of famlly fﬂ

v members. Parents with a developmental 1dealogy are more'ﬁ;#

perm1551ve w11h their children than are parents holdlnw:ﬁ'”'

tradltlonal COnccpts of what constltuteq a "good Chlld "v

Older chlldren are handled less perm1551vely than younger ones‘L

Vulnerablllty of flxtures to damabc is another 51tuat10n
variable Jnfluen01ng permissibility, (prp.84;87)

- The Contracting Family: Family C, representing:theff

contracting family group,can be thought of as‘consistingtof%ﬁ
a husband and:Wife who are both retired--the husband from.ith

his”prbfessioh and the wife from the ch11d~bear1ng and chlld—f;f}

rearing phaseébof marrled llfe. - Now that their chlldpen;arei«»tf

o occupants’must be provided for in their moblle'home.

B

The use of the trallor home enablts the retlred couple

Hh”;to have the freedom and 1ndependence of thelr own home,

‘whlch would not be the casc 1f they were llVlng W1th thelr

chlldren., Th]S has not always been the case, howeVer as :f,




_Hoyt stated "older persons have characterlstlcally been the‘“”

?3f3least moblle group in our populatlon.“ Two studles have

':iffocused attentLon on thelr 1ncrcasln5 moblllty. H1tt

”'];found a substantlal increase in the mlgratlon of older personsfﬁ

iln the decade 1940-1900 over that of 1930-1940,‘and stated thatf
’/fyflin 1900 over one fourth of Florida's older DeOPle weretf
:1mm1grants 1nto the state. (32"PP-361'370) | Lynn Sm1th
:'*Tt in his analysls of the problem, reports that the areas to

A'}égwhlch the largest numbers of older people mlgrate are.fﬁ;w=

_Q:southern Callfornla Florlda and eastern Texas. (74—pp.15 18)

There are sevexal reasons why old people leave fr1ends,w
o relatlves and other ass001atlons. Among these are the follow-:
splng. (1) growth of the. retirement system whlch 1mposes an':

| upper age limit on employment (2) loss of status and rolepof

the older perscn in modern urban 5001ety, and (3) the:f»
'trans1t10n from the economic dependence of aged parentsbupon
chlldren to economlc 1ndependenee brought about by Soc1al
_"Securlty and growth of 1ndustr1al pen51on systems. (55~pp.24
o 39) PR C . - .
ﬁ | The reasons giyen for preferrlng to.llve 1n e retlred
communlty are: : (l) less disturbance from chlldren g01ng to

tschool ‘and people g01ng to work (2) local nelghborhood

groups respond qulckly 1f one 1s 111 and':(a) help by ‘roup
in emergen01es such as flre. The advantage>of moblle home
llVlng mentloned by retlred people were economy (25%)

“}soc1ab111ty and act1V1t1es (52%) , less work 1n upkeep (13%)

'fé and mob111ty and{ ess worry (lOo).




The contractlng famlly Broup has fewer soc1al prob]ems ﬂ#ﬂf

4 SRS
ythan the other two categorles. The space requ1rements are at
T . ,y

a mlnlmum,uand their de51res and requlrements are fewer.; ,’

“'orurthormore, thosa are ofton handloed on a commuuity basis, as’l'

,)4

;jpeople 1n thle category tend to congregate where they may
aeaoe:ntehuttﬁaothere af elm;lnr nge oF as they put 1t "those
;who are in the same boat, (32~pp 361 370) | E
B Accordln& to Talcott Parsons the soc1al 1solat10n of
ifolder people ]S more of ‘a problem than f1nanc1al hardshlp.

iSolutlon to the problem is to dcvelop communltles composed

”%;‘malnly or entJrely of retired people, preferably in a sultable

2ffc11mate. (61) Moblle home communities are ‘now well establlshedi

pfdln the Florlda peninsula and they enjoy popularlty among _
5$older retired: persons. ' An outstanding example is the Bradentof
mlraller Park: founded in 1936 by the Bradenton Klwanls Club
;and now the oldest and largest trailer park 1n Florlda. (47*

*:p.32)

ThlS park has 1, 118 tra1ler Spaces and all are kept

rented each year.l Rental charges vary from 33 OO to $4 50

per week, and each rental cntltles the fam1ly to full partl-

C1pat10n in- the recreatlonal program, a bas1c amount of

"r

‘5ﬁaelectr1c1ty, water, and laundry and 1ron1ng fac111t1es;
:?are lOCated 1n 9 utlllty bulldlngs dlstrlbuted throughout the

ﬂcommunlty*l All of these prov1de lavatory, t01let_and showen

ufac111t1es, and 4 haVe laundry and 1ron1ng rooms._ ‘No res1dent

vumay be employed in Manatee County and the adaacent countles

‘ to prevent competltlon onlthe labor market,
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Theifesidence‘period varies with 1nd1v1duals, bﬁt 12
~of. the broup spend 10 months or more each year at Bradenton
jend 31% of the trallers have some permdnent structure added
 ;wh1ch would prevent them from being moved The medlan monthly
351ncome is $l72 22 | | .
‘ At Bradenton therells a recrcatlonal hall where seeief
events are,he;d regularly. Leadershlp'ln-all cases.cemee{
frem_residente of the community, Activities include“"pdgeh
luek“ dinnersTend shuffleboard, Most re51dents 1nterv1ewed
reported that they got al] or. most of thelr recreatlon w1thin
'the park. (32 ~pp 361-370)

As can be seen from this analy31s‘ the'beglnnlng aed
contractlng famlly types would probably be more satlsfled w1t
moblle home 11v1ng than would the expandlng family. “Theﬁ
requlrements for space, .privacy and the soc1ab111ty‘needs of
the chlldren 1n the latter family group would straln the

capa01tyeo£vaimoblle home, ef




CHAPTER IV

SOCIAL EFFLCTS OF MOBILE LIVING ON THL NLIGHBORHOOD
“%.. - AND THL LOMMUNITY ,

From_theibeginning.of 1ts popularlty, the usc of. trallersf?
,for housihghchUSed much discussion by resldents and communltﬁ
h'officials.h Sbme‘of the«assumed problems concerned taxatloh,v
f-eduCation 01t1zensh1p, sanltatlon ‘rellef and morallty.
- Most of these problems were thoughtto be common to all o
trans1ents rather thdn only t0 trallerlt es, .
From a survey 1n 1937~ 1938 trallerltes were found to.bev}

a representatlve group of people who were falrly well educated

- and. who placed a hlgh value on the educatlon of thelr chlldren

h. There was ev1denve that 90% of the moblle home owners had

a serlous 1nterest in polltlcs and government.‘ They feitwl
_ was their duty to vote, and were very careful to ma1nta1n
 their Legal addresses. (17-pp.80-85) :

| . The questlon as to whethcr they pald taxes for th1s
educatlon was an 1ssue from tlme to tlme. However, traller
. owners . d1d pay taxes dlrectly as well as 1nd1rectly, in the
form of gasollne, sales, traller taxes and/or llcense fees
in most . states.c Some states hnve reW1strat10n fees on
trallers,\and 1h 24 of them a personal tax is collected;
.Slnce most of thls money went to the state communltlns felt
tthat they were not rece1v1ng remuneratlon for SeFVLceS such

‘ o
1..as sewerage dlsposal garbage collectlon water supply,rj 7 S




';jfpollce protectlon, health protectlon, street malntenance andi* .

_jltthe operat1on:of parks and publlc buildings, They did not

'Ffr{lby the camps.5 Really, communltles should have welcomed these*

"fl temporary place of res1dence. The survey showed that thejgfﬁ

-“t‘prof1ts. Trallerltes llked orderly, neat canps with good

46

::fapprec1ate the hldden taxes that the trallerltes were paY1ng L

ffon rent wh1ch helped to cover the fees and llcenses pald

?peOple who carncd their money elsewhere and spent it 1n thelr

”faverage yearly expcndlture by a traller famlly was $1056 ‘somet;

:yof which went for hidden taxes, and all of wh1ch was money i
'fhjlmported into the community, (l7~pp 80-87) .
« ban1tat10n was a problem in the early days of traller1hg:
Many camps had few fac1llt1es as the manager s tried to keepv

from spendlng much for 1mprovcments whlch decreased thelr

facllltles for sanltatlon and were w1lllng to pay for these

services, The patronlzatlon of the better camps brought
ahout competltlon and caused the owners to 1mprove. Where
the magorlty of people were found, the most sanitary camps
were located as the owners felt their respon51b111ty.‘
'Munlclpal 1nspect10n would have been a means for brlnglng

about 1mprovements. 'In fact) the Tra1ler Manufacturens EE
l'Assoc1at10n 1n 1957 proposed a mun1c1pal‘0rd1nance to llcense_

and 1nspect camps. (l7-p 85)

Moral1ty‘pa1ntenance was not a problem, as the maJorlty
of trallerltes were older stable and well~adgusted people. .
The publlc had llttle factual’ foundatlon for con51der1ng the”

traller a l1ab llty to most communltles in the early days of
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"trailering. Lducatlon of the traller chlldren was not a '
»burden 51nce they were few 1n numben.‘ The tra1lcr people-

1twere treated unJustly because they were mlstaken for tran51ents.7

N

B ;;Cal;fornla had thousundn of tho lnttar who werc 1labllltlos

*f; which was close to Ypsilanti and Detr01t Mlchlgan was anfff

EUSET ey

g1n every respect

Durlng the war period when hOUHlnF shortugeq occurred i

,_around defense plants, Sﬂﬂltﬂthﬂ and overcrowded cond1t10ns

| fwere the worst in the hlstory of traller llVlnb.' Wlllow Run,

excellent example. Professors Carr and Sterner emphas1zed .“""'

‘”T“>:the'deleterioms effects on famlly living and questloned

whether or not satisfactory substitutes could be found for

'fjuiprivacy, cleanliness and space in which children could play.[f)if

Health of both children and adults was sub- standard, w1th

”7fﬂﬂthe‘prevalence of colds resulting from poor ventllatlon,ebffb};vf

‘”'overécrowdingfand lack of proper sleep. (lz—pp 154-160)sfﬁ

”ﬁflkaverage 51tuat10n existing duxlng that perlOd - By 1951 1t

’”ﬁi‘as in 1937‘[ Rlchard Duke of Michigan State College made

Hiﬁ'where they would be to the advantd&e of all If parks had

- The above example of a war plant was not typlcal of the

' was recownlzed that trailer populatlons were not rellef
{:problems, nor d1d they bring immorality to the communltles.f
" In 1953 nearly 2,000 OOO people lived 1n traller housesxr

but people in the communltles complained of the same problem

“¥'the statement 1n hlS esqay that communltles should take steps “y;
’l;to-correct the1r dlfflcultles after a study had been made of

thelr spec1f1c problems. Traller parks should be placed

G

Kl

good communlty bu11d1ngs, laundry, and recreatlonal fac111t1es,vq




.hthe res1dents would not encroaci on those of the communlty.t

The escape of trallerlteslhmlpaylng taxes and communlty

m74’assessments was still being discussed in 1953, At a‘;fﬁggf

l meeting of Assessors of the Assoc1at10n of Towns 1n New York

'%1t was ugreed that the real plupblty of the ~camp should be
.llable to assessment The camp tax could be charged to thehy

“f? traller owner: who would then be paylng some of the cost of

;government (Bl—p.g)
The soc1al problems brounht about by traller llv1n5 are

not as crltlcal as formerly althouWh much progress ‘has yet

-to be. made.. Phe lack of enou&h well planned mobile: home:f“
parks with adequate faCllltles is stlll a problem. However
_:uP H.A. Mortgage Insurance was made avallable for f1nanc1ng
moblle home ahd travel trailer parks 1n 1955 thereby 1V1ng

a great 1mpetus to park constructlon.‘ At present there are

well over 13 000 ‘trailer parks, as compared w1th almost?

2,000 in 1938 (Flg. g) hany communltles reallze that mobll
homes are an asset to the communlty by brlnblng 1n out51de
Q,b 'capltal ‘and are cons1der1ng traller parks 1n the1r overall
: ”‘mplann1n5 : An example of thls 1s Newton Kansas, where 1n
L {1908 an ordlnance was hassed‘to prov1de a res1dent1al |
.env1ronment Wlth def1n1te standards for moblle parks.&ivl
u7?f?th1s way, theLr development would be an’ asset to ‘the’ communlty”

& Slnce every tenth new home in the Unlted States 1s a

traller, the new problem for communlty planners is to arrange

l"ﬂﬁfparklng areaswln otherﬂthan ugly clusters-ﬁrThe defacement of
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TRAILER CAMPS BY REGIONS

193738

1958

Region - oo

. Number

_%} ‘

. Number

© New England

"Mlddle Atlantlc.

o South Atlantch

East North'Central ?

West North Central

1_1 East South Central

"'fi_ West'Sduth Central‘

RRocky Mountain -

. Pacific

o 94

. 188
176
281

4,7 _.‘: L
7.6 ;}£ 
203
20,4

10,2

3 .ra

9.5

8.9
13.2

398

1,242
2,194
2,042

972

o 392
1,392
1,697
2,915

Total

1,975

13,244

FIGURE 10

Diétribuinnﬁof traller camps in the Unlted States bi5reg10ns
5 R 1937-38 ‘and 1908
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“:_the landscape by early traller parks could have caused the,,[;ﬁ

"i“end of the 1ndustry, but, surprisingly, prosperity has

l”@ffhulf of Lhe parks are still inadequate, and some communities

o author with the mayor of that city, 1t was learned that

‘ﬁ"f;;trallers canhe parkcd anywhere within the c1ty llmlts

iuz;contlnued in the Selllnb of bigger and better products. ronefﬁﬁﬁ

;;have been able to 1gnore thelr trailer camps.' Some towns “
,hand c1t1es have excluded trdllbr courts’ from the1r boundarles
~or put them in 1ndustr al or Lommorc1al zones where they are L

l

Hgabsorbed in the uns1ghtly surroundings, (24~pp 127~ 131)

An example of typlcal city zoning of which Foggarty Wasfﬁ

x«

ffspeaklng is’ 1h Stlllwater Okiahoma. In a dlscu531on by the

“_prov1ded that 100% of the people who have ad301n1ng propert
ii;and 80% who have property w1th a radlus of 200 feet, 51gn
_petltlons 51v1ng perm1551on. Only two trallers may - be
parked on a 1ot»' Clty zonlng requlres that traller courts

4

be located 1n“the bus1ness dlstrlct f Thls ‘was thought by the

mayor to be a, 1stake. He stated thxt the ordlnance should
-be changed beeause of the fire hazard. i
1h Callfornla, Arlzona and Plorlda, whlch clalm one-thlrd

of all traller parks, are exceptlons to the rule.; Most of

:thelr parks are hlgher 1n thelr standardsb: In Florlda, for

example, a group of developers have prOposed a multl-level ’

"apartment house" progect for moblle homes whlch 1s to become

’r.\.‘

& a reallty w1th1n three years..(65~pp. 0~29)(F1g; 11) _?ﬁ

If. commum1t1es would 1mpose strlngent standards on park

bl_constructlon 'xce531ve proflts by owners would be 1mp0551ble.o;

e f




Source.  Moblle Homes Manufactures Ass001at10n MoblleiLlfe
1960 ‘
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. Thi.ty states at present have statutes for licenSing'and
i?regulating mohile home and trailcr parks.‘ Usually, xegulatlons

by the communlty are in regard to health and safety. As for

'T;,taxatlon both parks and trailers are taxed in most states.hahg“

;LgThls may be in the form of llccnse fees in addltlon to h1gh~ag;
. way, pcrsonal or real estnte licenses. In this way some

revenuc is collected for the services that traller park

families rece1ve.,(06~p 25) One notlceable problem is ‘that
ordinances do'not-go far enough in regulating parks by‘
. requiring hlgher standards, Many of them fail to meet the;'»a{ﬁ

minimum property requlrements set by FHA to determlne the»ﬁﬁf%it

'f”vellglblllty of trailer parks for mortgage 1nsurance FHA

" set aside for recreatlon and buffcrlng. If traller parks are"f

fks}.design.‘ In order to have adequate space for close llv1ng’

"ffﬂ'w1thout a scattered look Muramoto suggests that 4200 square

. standards banmed the grldlron plan of parklng\ and prescrlbed |

no spec1flc requlrements cxcept that adequate space must be;,

" to accommodate today s large trallers, 3000 square feet per
:lot is thought to be necessary, excludlng a 200 foot areak
for play and recreatlon. Architect George Muramoto, a;“‘
"consultantffor Mobile Homes Manufacturers’Ass001at10n;’is:

- one of the few architects who specializes in7trailer parkf

feet should be the max1mum. Park d051gn would be greatly
‘1mproved 1f park owners used that amount of space in plahnlng
angled lots or ones in clusters of four or more.v Ten feet |
of landscaped area around the parking’ would separate 1t from R

the rest of the env1ronment The ut111t1es should be under-




H54n

j_ground Concern should be glvcn to the width of the streets

,y_and walks, and to the 11ght1ng o quirements W1th1n the park.s;

'ﬁAdequate zonlng ordlnances would aid in p1801ng parks in more ;
;suitable locatlons. (Flg. 12.)

F As a result of the moblie home manufacturers de51re
“fiffor more and bettcr trallcr parks, tho Mobllo Homo Corporation

_fwas founded *The group encourages the construction of

'mibetter parks by offering blueprints and construction proéedhfe?

'klts to prospectlve pdrk operators, (47~p 34)

Communltles are also beginning to see the nece551ty of

'ﬂimaklng plans for better trailer park zonlng, s0 that the

7>r”tra11er communltles may become an assc¢t to the env1ronment

%iStrlct zonlng 1n many cases has made it 1mposs1ble for parkg

““operators to use de51rable sections of land therefore,

)

‘:zonlng laws are haV1ng to be altered.

l

Because of greater competition between park owners,

;ftechnologlcal‘advancements in the constructlon of trallerf

'homes, 1ncreased income of traller owners, and efforts off

7fvar10us moblle home a58001at10ns,the standards of trallerfj

<

“”Hparks have rlsen and parks are becoming 1ncrea51ngly morevi

attract1Ve.“
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o Therevare several conclusiocns that can be drawn from
xffa study of . th1s type._, :
| Flrst there is evidence that at present mobile.11v1ng
u'.1swa permanent way of llfe in the Unlted States.: There are
three maJor &roups of people in partlcular who . f1nd that
-traller 11v1ng sults their needs. There are those who need
;to move frequcntly 1n the 11ne of their JOb or profess1on
eThese are classed as sem1~permanent or permanent re51dents
:such as the retlred students, defense construct10n=and'
'other workerr who make. up the largest number of moblle home
owners. The next group of people of 1mportance is temporaryf
users or VaCdtlonlstS. The ‘third group usestrallers for
purposes other than re51dent1al--for bus1ness, profess1onal’,
?drellglous and educatlonal All of these peogle flnd that
.moblle dwellings flll thelr needs 51nce they can ‘be moved

_where shelter is a necesslty and at the same tlme comfort_

V1n an . economlc type of hOL131ntr is found Trallers have and
"fQW1ll cnntlnue to flll the gap between hou31ng shortages

“durlng emergenc1es such as mere found at 1mmed1ately i
’:expanded defense efforts, constructlon progects and d1saster
'areas.l'"Hou;es—on—wheels w111 also contlnue to supply |
people w1th a confortable home when the cost of conventlonaleT

'

hou51ng 1s too hlgh._ Thls contempoxary, up—to-date home B




Cwill not only fill the need for shelter, but will alsorh"d-""

atisfy‘thefdemands of people who desire economical, ?comforéfjf

t-*zf_table and spa010us living quarters 51m11ar to that found 1n,f}i

huicondltlons for people owning the dwellings by flnally

”':figlven a1d t‘wpark owners by F H. A 1nsurance loans._dTo‘i“

*5ﬁpark constructlon lenders of money,’after a long perlod of»

ff_a conventional type house.

Second,llt has been shown that the manufacturers of

7 trailers have been very cooperative in trying to better

‘adoptlng a code of standards in mobile home constructlon;da
Manufacturers have revolutlonlzed the traller by maklng use
of. technologlcal developments and addlng partltlons, doors,
}a_vand bathrooms like these in conventional homes.d These~“:'
fdetalls were lacklng in the early trallers, and thlstozséus,'él
‘development has given the members of. the famlly more 1ndiv1;tif

,?

dual prlvacy and spaciousness, -

Third, the Park Division of the Moblle Homes Manufacturers

Assoc1at10n have also supplled 1nformat10n, plans and g
constructlon procedures to prospectlve park operators to
.encourage more and better moblle home parks.‘ These modern
» parks have recreatlonal areas, laundry and storage fa0111t1e
and adequatefplumblng,_clectrlcal ‘and watersnpplles. Slnce

‘moblle homes and park constructlon are really blg bu51ness1

,because of*the;money 1nvolved thejfederal government ha‘"

further the trend of popularlty in traller buylng and moblle

SCGpthlsm, have become more lenlcnt w1th loans.v Now they"

reallze tha trallerltes and traller parks owners are not
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n

people of the lower economlc level and axo substantlal

(

c1t1zens whlle 11v1n5 in the community.

"F;nally;;community officials are changing‘their.:

'ﬂattitudesbtomard trailerites. Future City planners are

plac1ng moblle home parks in niere de51rab1e locatlons for*

better famlly llVlng. In the beginning, traller people were

thoubht to be non-supporters of communlty services and

lacked leadershlp in" communlty affalrs.‘ After mnore unlfomm
f%systems of taxatlon among the various states,‘zonlng and
fﬂcod1n5£me 1n1t1ated these re51dents will be more welcome
:1n the communltles wherc they Uo. Thls w1ll lend to a

better understandlng between permanent rebldents and moblle
home owners)but 1mprovement 15 being made espe01ally 51nce

the trallerltes have oroved to be no poorer or no less ef

.fmorally sound ‘than the pelmanent re51dent Slnce the 50013

stlwmas of ownlng trailers have more or lebs been removed
more ‘and more people are taklng to the roads w1th thelr

"houses-on—wheels.
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