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·11:'e three 1'.~;ro1qis of P'''' •0 in A':H' ti, ular who f irw that 
trciiJ.-1· liv1n suits thci.r th}• ds .. The first t~rol, , permanent. 
or serni-.. pcrmri, nt, nre 11inse Nl.o move frequently ,n1 the job, 
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Sinci 1930 trailet· living has taken an increasingly 

important place in tho United :}tntcs as temporary, semi-

permanent, irn1·nument, or non-re::-lidential housing. The.re 

has been relatively little rescnrch on this subject even 

though mobil1::, home living hns had def11ute implications 

on family and community lif~, The purpos( of this study is ·, · 

to review th~~ literature writt1:n and at the snme time 

observe the problems for the family and the community· 

brought about by this type of houRing. The major sources 
'.•, 

of material consisted of The £!~ }'01·k Times, periodicalys, : 

and data from the Mobile Home~ Monufactureta Associatiod 

as only thre(~ or four book references were avai.la,· le for . 

this study. 
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., 1• k' THE HIS'.l?OUY. ANO DEVBLOPMFN'J.' 01'" MOH ILE HOMES 
l I'• l , 
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. . . ,; •,. ~ ;. 

The use of trailers drawn behind passenger ~ars ·as a. 

I/ 
v-' 

.. -, .. 

1 .. ,';! :· mode of living while touring began with the development <>f· · 
' J.· '::... '. t 

. ~ I 

the house car. (16-p.l) From this beginning, the trailer·, ·,, 

· idea has developed into the relatively permanently parked 

-!- : 

,····:·' 

mobile home of today. 
:· 'l '.'·.' 

There are several reasons for the phenomenal develop..:··::\'.;. 

mentin the United States of this motorized offsp1ing£rom\/· 

the horse-drawn "caravan" of England. (38-p.,.l) Even in. 

our early colonial days the spirit of adventure and the 

desire to s~e new places we~e the start of today's great 

tourist business. (58-p.13) The devulop111ent of our count:rf. . .. : 
'1·.~.i-<i~(<\.:. ~ ';:: 

by. the early American pioneers was by means of Cont:?stoga, . ,:'}f:>"' 
' I .'tti;';\'/:' 

wagons which transported the family with all its household'i 1 

effects. The pra~ticability of the automobil~ and th~. 
' ' ' 

' ' ' 

improvement of roads were the two factors most respon~ible'~ 

for the popularity of.trailers for traveling ab'ou,t.the 
. . ·, ..... . 

~ i ' . ' . ' : ;' 

country. (38-pp.l-5) . In 1959 the number of tiii.f'ts in· th~·. : 
United Statesl total.ed 148,600 and was valqed\at·S690;~.~.o;;}·· .. 

' ' $•' {.' '\: ;/ ·. : ~ .. / ~1' •· . • ' I .~ 

ooo. ($0-p., lf 
The· charige in trailers fi·om the models C>f the early 

'·per~od has .be'en great.·:: A c~111paris~~ t>.f';. the present ~~.bile 
. ·,.-. 

, .. 
;~ 

',f· 
·, .. ' .. _;~ 

''. .L'i . 

l 

.:. 'i' 1· 
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. dwell:ings with. those of the past should demonstrate. this 

ama~ihg development. The interiors of these mobile homes~ 

and travel trailers are very similar to those of small 

conventional housing uni ts .. ( ... ig."I 1 and 2) The trailers 

are much larger than were the earlier models, and the floo~~· 

2 

' , :'' ·,; :.~ t~ :: _.I·, 

of the mobile home is di.vided into rooms by the use of "wall. (: ;.:::/ 
·. / ' ~, .;' . 

,partitions with doors as weli ns sliding panels. (59-p.163)'· !:', 
:·.i 

Generally t a hall leads to the various rooms.. The room·. 

arrangements vary, with some models having a broken·and 

raised floor line between the living room and kitchen area· 

to create the illusion of two separate areas. (47-pp.40•42)·. 

·,} 

Others have a. two-story arranp;enHrnt, with two bedrooms and,. , ... 

a bath in the upper section and the kitchen, living ~oom 1 

and bath in the lower. (58:108) ln order to have more 
,";·,: .. ; 

room without sacrificing mobility, mnny trailers have w . ··j 

secti.on that c!an be telescoped out to one side after reaching;\ 

the perking site. (Fig. 3) 

Over 90% of the present n1obi.le dwellings are equipped 
' ' ' . ~ . ' ·: ; 

w1.th bathroom facilities. 
, '· :. I 

The smnller units have bathrooms . :c., 
': .. :.:. 

~ontaining shower stalls and a •ashstand. When mobile home~:·'.: .... · :. 
' ' ' ..... ~ '. 

.';;:,:.·',, 

are large enough, an especially designed tub (23x36 inches) ,, ·. ,;: 

.or a separate shower can be installed. As a result of many: 

dealer .requests' larger models are equipped with standard., ' 

tubs. In most mobile homes,, drain.a ,.from the sink, wash 
. I 

basin, toilet,,,and tub or shower are joined into.one outlet 
. ,, 

which carries:the waste water int<> the. park sewer system. 

Mosi ~Odern mobile homes are h~~led with ~il burning 
' \[· ·. 

'';· j: ~.:~.i: ]> ' 

:;?f 
•!_ • . :,, 

1··: ,, 
I.) 

. '•' ... 
. . /· .·.·.; . 
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Figure 1.--A, Large ~odorn mobile hofuo urtit shown with 
room arrangement; D, typical spncious living area. 
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unita·controJLled by electric thermostats. A few manufacturers, 

:tnstall petr<>leuni gas heaters supplied front fuel tanks mounted;.! 

· .. beside the in(>biie home or on the towing .hitch. Generaily ti 
::1t . 

an air duct c,quip_ped with a blower sllpl)lies warm air from . ' ; 

the heater' wvhich Js usually located in the living room, t<>,' ,. j 

• '.t . . , ; '.,, . , ,.. . :· ·, -. . . \~/I ' -~ 

· the rear bedr•ooms and bathroom. 'l'ho · high cos.t o~ el,ectrie,i ty/ 
1 , .·' ·- • • , , • ·1 

~ ,:, in' some areaH has eliminated its use at present. (47-p.44) 

The· devE~lopment of the mobile home intd the 

· · modern "travEiling apartment ti of today began before 1920 
. ' . 

,with a wall-type tent known as the army tent which was 

; ca~ried in the rear of the car as camping equipment., 

the automobile became inclosed, the umbrella-type tent 
. ' ', . . . 

its appearanc:e. This tent was roomy when erected, compact 

when not in use t. and much easier to set. · up than the old army. 

··.tent. (38-p.l) A new development, the 

its appearance. This vehicle afforded living conveniences 

for use during day and night' as well a$,, being a means o.t' >t . 
:.transportation. It is thought that llay F. Kuns designed 

first house c:ar in 1919 and built it in his, workshop the . ·. 

following year. (38-p.l.~.Fig. 4) 

While. the house·car·was being developed, the_ 

type tra,iler ,or· "Folding Cottage" was beg:huling. to 

in connection with the passenger car'.':.'(Fig_,P ·S) These· 
J," , 

trailers\ whi.ch were very convenient, .to set up after 
' - , ,i.. -• . I' . , ' . ,··' '; 

the camping. ~it.~• were produced by' sev:~rai compan.ies 
. '.it"!" .'. ... '. ., ' . . . ··.- -,. 

mid-twentiesi· •:;:fh·e,ir' <lisadvantage was 'that the equipment 
'" _: .. · .. ·..-?t -~:f'./\:._:'·i ... '.:.:;,.)1:·;,. ;, ,, . . •,.' .. '' .· .. '.' __ ·:·,,-., ' · 

· . : · cottld not b~::,'u$i.!d ·· tis a li~ing con~-~n,l~n~~'. t{ut-ing the tiay 
):(.,;:;;·-;,"'' • . ,I, ·.::,.··. ,· ··--~-~,).'.' 
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. '::,~: :" .,_; . ' '. }:;:•' :?t · ... ,.··· 9· .... ,·,, 

·. :.'"hile .'j t was being · tow~~·.: h~hind the·· crir ~-. , ( 38-pp .J .. 4,·)· .. :. By the· _:1::::\t~I 
/:_'-· .... , · .. \· · .. · ·: ::·--, ... '<:··: :-· /:_· .. -.. : .. ·..... : · .... _ ...... .it·.,.-.. · -~··i,-..:·rt(\\:-~~ .. : .. ::· 
). early thirties! the hutise., car and folding. trailer·'.had. reached:';:,/;./ 
,; .·'' : . ,,; ' .· ... > , : . . ~·, :::·. ·.:; l . ' ! ·' • ';;, :···:·_, ·.\ • ' ; • ' • /i .: .' i: . ·> .<·; , .. ·. . . ; ... ;::. > ~:·_;/'.~))\;'.-~-~1:·-·}' 

theb" ·:geak .ot ,'usefulness.; ·Tourists were :'demandirig111ucb-'nior.e./i;'/··/i: 

·•a•il~,.~~~1labl• amt' ~;n~~ntont -quipana~t/·· S0m~1 'of·: th~i.·;?(::f'(/::f?:'.:''~:::\~/i: 
',, ' ,. . ··. > ... ·_,;.:,_· .··\ ,•' ;;·::·"···-' ·:.,,· ;:::l·''.t.',\t\~).i::.(!. ;:\~-< 

. " ... , beginning ideas, . however, are st111 useci by Jno1>:i'.iJ homen ;:\itt:'.f:L t·t: 
) ·' ' man11taotUl'er11,, The llllor space is atiU .r,o".t'.'°gul,;,.{,:,,:j_tf \t)l}l'i! 

t· · · ,two doors on the right side for easy entrance and 1 exi1;. :;Jti~it/-i}.~: 

:,'', :\ 1 ~ -,..as in 1930; b~ds · are still placed across the fron't' and :reaf'<{+;;f\f 
' ' .' :'. .. '.. ' : . .'..:~/).:,.// 

·. :·" ,·with the area ''in the center. being utilized tor the'.-ki tchen. · /;;,:: -~, . .':..'} 

.·· :: ' ,t,');~l~!lf i (47-p.40) 
.. ~ .. 

_The first· encouragement to the use of trailers came .·in "\/-itt:::\ 
. ' ' .· •. - : ' ·. i \;}'.i:,J{;'! 

· : :,\: 1.930 · when Mr• Arthur G.. Sherman of the Covered Wagon Compan)':i\;,f;,;:,,,-,,:>,; 

< exhibited an improved model at the Detcoii Automobile ShOW,:~.J;J!\ 
···.:,(47-p.4) Afte:,r 1930, there were e_conomic conditions 'that . ,';:,::i:,,i.} .. ':\:: 

•. ' '. . .'·, ··.; .. ::\{;f;\;j';f? 
-encouraged th~ use of tr.ailers. During the depression'.·wheri ;::}~''.};\.}:} 

.· .. . ._ /· I· ;.·Y.~.:··:.;:_-:.,;J:.~~-}1 

. many families .'were forced to look for work in other p~t'~ · ~ft)y:/:J! 
' ;. . I ·, . . ti':: · •. ·,. \ ':}\t,/;r;\ 
.'_:,, the country, trailers were used as shelters during the'.,.::.:' ,;:::}/:/~tst?t 
,'J:. :1. .:~ . . ' .·• . ' . . ., • :· ' .. ;·: ~/: .. ::<>?~]Jf~\·~{ 

search. Do-it-yourself trailers and house cars were · .. ;:·:;\};('.J{'i:t: 
. .:: ... ~. '.::\, {), ~~<Jt:.!r 

inexpensively made in the back yards by anyone having. a little.<,':;/ 
}_ J ' ~!/-:';/ 

·.··,.·: ...• ,1.i ·:::::;:::::::t::::::~i :::::::::::~o::::::d::c::::::::?f1{f 1111 
''t.:;:: '•';}, '': .. ,"'' ','i[':f: ,)'\ \ii ' '" : ': ' ' ' ' 
!}y}_/_--~; (47_-pp._4,.~12), JFtn; ad~itio1' to furn.ishing inexpensive ahd i '. :·: ... :.'.:,,. 

' ' , ; ·.temporary hous'.~ng' 'trailers were used as offices •• ROlice 
. :;f '.: .)'• . ' . . .: 

tracking units\· religious chapels,· political campaign quarters,· 
!· ' ' ' ' ' 

. and for use· by!i:P~c>f'i!ssional arid go\r~~~merit organizatiolla •. -

. : : ', 

... 'f,., 
'!;. 

. !\ 

. , . 

:; 1' • ,,, 

'l :.i·_ .· ... 
. i' ~ .,• 

. . ··-:·,. 

. '. :.'·~· ·~~t\:~.:,, 
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During an:~ 'tt>ilc,wing World _liar _ l:t; veterans· and their . -i > .t: \ 
~ ' . . . 

· families as we.~1 as war . workers made use of traiiers because 

ot the ser ioul shortage o.t housing. Ade,1uate_ temporary . ; : 

•. 
1 housing· l~ad to\ be · pr~vided for the in.flux of construction ' '· 

<. ·: 
-· u· 

' workers·_into an area, and more permanent housing was needed- · 
. ,' . . i :. !' ,,' .. ,. :.;l··,.,;· ·.'> 

new and reactivated product.;lO~L-:_ 
. • . . .. , !/ '· ·.; •'r ,,. ',"• 

· ._,for th.e_\iperatlve personnel of 

·facilities. Although migratory laborers J:iad been using 

trailer.s as semi-permanent homes during the thirties~ the 

... ·.;trailer market really opened _':IP with the defense 
,J.: 1 · 

:, ''pp.13-14) 

.,).Jy 1943 more than 60';6 of the nation• s, trailer·s were ,in 
;f ' 

· defense areas.;i · The National Housing Agency had purchase~,> 

::: · · .. ·.-: · 35,000 of thes:~, and private sales were forbidden by the· 
,, ,, 

'.·'\'',::- ·/government. Finally, the industry was notified that 

.,' trailers would, be· purchased by the government· since officl~li}{\:l\ 
·1~ . . . ·. . '· .. ,. ' ·.· '· · -~.:: · :<~t/.: _(\.:~}? 

. believed that ·;the housing shortage . WElS OVel" • ·\Vi th. the '. . ::.~f/:;);i':(, ·:. ··:,.; . . f · .... ,. ' ' . . '., · . . :_;,,··· .. ;.:,;,.q,\·.;,/:.:: 

::· . .-· curta11ment or::-tovernment purchases,' many -hlanuracturers wen:tft:'::rtfA 
, 1 .·) / • • • : t: ·, ':. > · · ~ ;· . , ·, · .. ·: 'r//;\:){-/:;t;,ij:: 

out of business . and the production work loi-ce dropped b~low ,:::,i}/,V;J}f 

: · s,pOO:ithoug~tailers did not add to the ~~rmanent bou:in~\?f ];f 1) 
:.;\\,' resources,· they did provide , 1riexpensi ve dwellings for wartim~ \':J(\:F 
'f:/··· .. ·,.: use./i '. ·. ·:··,: ·i ·.'; :-, ·i: :. : ,;.-,;.· ·: ! .. · ;,,) \-'.}) · ·. ·. · ;'_·t;/;\''. 

, . mob~:l~:w1:::±: . ::~:n:::~::a:: z::)::u::~:~::::t:. ;.:8 •. f i_[,l,1,:_:,;_:.:_;_1.:,:.:_:.i_[_l_:.:_ 

' • jl ~ ;:! •f ;~ , ' · · • I ! ,:• : ' , • , ' ' '. :' • ; I • ·, ·: • • ,I , ·, ..- • ' • • , • ~ 

69 ,?2 t 77 ,JB ,86'.[,87 ,as ,89 199) .Tnailers· were :,nurchased by · ·.t//.~'..'f;' 
• . . ' i1. . . ~ .... : ... · ·: . . ::\ ~; ;' ":· . . ' . . ';~t'. ,.:-::.~).>t:. 

various govern•ent agencies tor us«f ih .the',·iar-eas where \herer-;:t;.;.}·!(: 



.... ·. ,:;!!:.· :·· 
11\ 

. ';/-

:. •; :htlilt.. in ·1941b. ·t.sdo units werij brdered to botise cons'truttiort': ' . ' . · .. +. i ' ',J •'' ' 

/pbrsonnel.; in d:~.rens~ production cehter~ t. 'and were used through.-. 
:· -~· .. ' . - . ' ' : . ?~ . ' . . \, . ~ •} : . ' ' . 
· od.t .· the natic.ui} tor' th@ remainder of the war. In n1any cases,· · . 

.. -;;.·,' 
perman~nt htJuei.,-rtlS ruJv~~ riet,lc:d,.:ut tiuHu, trEii ,J,@fl11t, (47~p ~ J.4 ). ;:.<: > 

' • ' , ~r , I ' ' '. • • , ,: ' •; ., ,:, : ,: • ' 

... Federal off ic:L~is 'not only purchased large numbers.:: of' mobile·;,·~·. 
i ,,. :, . . , . . r .. · .. J • , ·. . . • , ', 

·, oi, , i, homo.i:J for rentalEJ• .lh1t, lillso ht:;i.d sites near defense production.-,. 
r, ~,/'_v : '_:' \. \ ,. '. . \, · . : ; ::; , '\ ·, : ':' . l ; , · . ; , . , ' · ·:{1,,.:·. t-i~ 

.. · · ,:-.: ··. centers and miiitary installations prepared for pr~vately->;· = ... ·,.\:;;;{! 
· ·,-! .'. - · ·r : .· . . .:.·-:'·\:.:~. :, ... ... ?,-;1; 

(owne~· trtdl.e,r~\· (47.·PP,.•;13-18) · ·, · .;.:::})\ 

'·_( 

•·· .. · .. t/ 
11 

· The main .factor that retarded. the use of trail~rs £or . i ::':',;;;{:: 

11,' • , :o::m:::1::s:e;s .::f ::: u::;: :d k::::::~ 0
~::: ::::

1 :o,.)r:\;}i~ 
· ~Yailable statisties of production other than estimated · ·.· :,,· .,:,:,.'/)t 

. f,/·.::..::.:'.-(.· 

·' ··. · fi.gures. (58:15) . Even though growth was made in the industry\.t;\f\ 

manufacturers and dealers maintained a cautious attitude : ·/\:([)://f:'.'{ 



,,: .. 

. •' ·,; , . .', ;._it( .. 
. . . : ''i .. ' .· . y... > .· . i ' . ,. ;; ~: 

sanitary .llysterns~·. The Mobile Hornes Research .Fo~nda~:1.011.. 
·., . <I. ,· \. ·_ . ', / ' • . ·:; .: . . • ' . . ·: .... • . . ' ' • . ... ..._: .- • ·.; · •. :J .. , .. ,· 

· : · :·:.which . is sponsored by the Mob.ile. Homes Manufacturers Assoc;iatiorC 
:-.; .. /. : . . : ·> ... :_ .. ::· <· ;:···_·. __ .:·_· __ :··:··_. ·. .: ..... - .:·_._\·:! ·.·- ·.··( _·-. :·:· ·;··'>_/r·,_._'.:·\:·~r;_~::~ 

;has recently taken ·o\rei" mahy,research, 1111d developmerttal·.·pro~: .. ;.:·:)f 
. ' ' ' .. · ./ ' : ... F ' '. . . 'i ' . . • .· I. •

1 
• ;· ·/ • . • ;; ' .•. •.• , . ' • : .• • \: ;,:\\;'~f;:: 

td b(:)tt~!!r tbe · living condi tiohs 0£. the. inoder.n trailer"'.",'··,:-:.-:} 
·-:>,. ::,.· , ·. ~ : ' .. : ' ,' I . ·.. '..' '· . , . . · .. ··, ··,. ,·:. ,' ,'_i-~:~.\-',;'!::Jf 

.· ·. ites~· ~~?~~~:·California en~cted a': .e~d~ ... l~.· t.~ose' :t~~e·.'~~~~:~,·:<J}; 

.· _ .. ,, ; that. was applicable' to mobile homes' anf :.~r!v~l 1, ttn,~ . .1,~~~.: ;' ;/,j,ffI{\d 
· ~ ··: ~ .; : __ · · . : · .. · ·. · .~ '~ ·· :,. ;. ' '··· · ' \ ·, :·" :r, · '·· · , ,.: .', .. ~,/:_-e_: ~f(:.·! 
· .: .. ·.·The. Mobile Homes Manufacturers Association .. developed similai" ... ·: /{/ 

~- 1 ··' _,.·· .: •• ' : ' •• ' • _{ •• •• ':'. • • ' • .. • • • • '. \\: ): :.~; :·).: ••• -~-•• ·,?:.':,>/-/:~,'.::{{ 
·• '.'. . , : constrtiction specifications which became effectiye ,in:. Mat:eh:'.I'.l(;f?, 

·-.·. .• . .. ~; :j . ~ i ,,. · •.•• /· .. ~ ~ ~·-·· :~.-_·:.:~_:·:-;:-~,~:-\?/·r 
'.1960. A National American Standard has been endorsed by· the':,';~i·'.·'/ 

Home Dealers National ~ssociation and the Natt,o~~}~?,\i(~I;(ti 
'::con~erence of Mobil~ llome A~~'oci.ation, which endeavo:t-s t'c) 1'·,:\;r·;, /.::'::,: 

).establish nat:iona.f'.st~ndards. (88-pp.3-4) ·.)· 

The reluctance or bankers to finance mobile 
. ; 

hampered the growth of the industry, (46-pp.llO~iil) 
~ ' . . •.1,. 

In 1948 trailer buyers were required to inake.· a one-thir,d.:··:)(:L}i:};i'.D{ 
·' 

1 
• ' • • • \ • . • I • ' , · ', :. ·\·· ·,;\ i. •' ·;( ( •1: //:\{{.'/f; 

down payment flnd had only two years in which to compl.e~~.::'·t~~;.:\:):}3:;: 

transaction. · Since banks were reluctant· ·t<> accept 

paper until recently, those loan comparti~sfiliancing 

• home dwellingi~ have had the field to themselves~ 
·.:\.··,·:;·· 

In 1953 · three financing insti tutiQns· in, Grand Rapid~.,,::.:1}:]\?Ji; 

Michigan, were holding 15% ot all mobii~ .iiQm~: J:inanci~~'..,1?1\1:fFJiJ~;i 
;,Most manufacturer~·.in.,the industry :n~(;?, small .and cannot /:.'(:\S,,,J:)f'ir 
; J : ~,'' : jt : \ '• 1 I -. Jj, ~ ~ • ~ '. ;; i , , • _' ... : ' , .,•,~.I>';,. ,,').t'.·.:t\t",:{/i.v: 

.· ... provide whole1~ale' anti' retail· financing pl~s for their de.alet's.(\< 

IB'fr}' Th«\I C~\·t· a,~}f iD"'.'~~l)~f however' ~~o~!t}i<,i~r~r. . B~~f'· i~~lii:! 
· · {, beg·Un to:. Dlake 1 loans···:tOr ·· .trai·lers. · . T11e:·~:.SPar\tan · Airc:raft-':._- .· \ .. ;./:_?f?t:!~}tJ\FJ~: 

· · . . ·. ·. · •. :. . . , . :: · .· . :. . . ·; ·<; , >_ :1· '. >?'J :. : · .:: :, · ·: . ·\·:· J:rrr1/;1 
. Company dealers can offer cohsuntet's': :teI"ms: ctf,\ up to . 60 ·months;:\.':'/},:{ 

.:·-~·:.·~·~:::.··. ·· ) . · .. · .-: ;·_,, .. :~· .. · .... ,;,::· .. /,'.,:·::· .. ·· __ :··~_:· ... < · ... : ,:·,; · .. ·} ... :~--~~:\r.: .. )<·,_·\.r:::/·/.:.~~:?.\_: .. :,··-····.,.\~-::· __ :: ,.::'-' .. :·:\;~::·:-~)r_\.:'.:~ 
: .,·.:· 1;:., with a 5%:f'.iliance·:cdi~~ge' and 10; mihimtlni}'dowi(~ayment of,>2~%.·i.d://)/:\: 

)., ;· 

/.",i.,.;:-- 1 i:f"-.: 
.,. i1: 

.. ~·· :: 
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on new Spar{an trailers. Dealers report that these l.ong .. 
'll ' ' . ;.~_:._.;, ,i 

·. matu~i ties S:nd · sntali down payments have been import.ant i : .. ,':::X:'.f 
.. -·! ' ii'. . ' • ' /l;/ ·. ·,_.;_,, i .t·/·, ',f, ·::-·; 

,\< factors in the rlipid growth Of Spartan sales~ .. Clthe~·;;'.,tin~~C~~ef),'. 

, ihstitution~ ba.ve begun ou~··ing the same\er~s. b~t\s,o~e2Itf\f:1i 
... ,.: banks and f ibance companies still refuse mobile home loans;,,,:··.;• ./·(c 

·}\/·\'. / .. ;··:·:.~· ,, :.·,. . .·.. •'. ' ·.!: .. ·:~·,. ~ 'l' ,. 

h ~; ,!.,; (47•PP eo..;;a) ·' , · ., .. . ~·\ t '', l '. ' ' • '' '' ' ' ; ' { 

In, spite of these deterrents, the industry sn~~s 
trend. has co:~tinued to rise. At the· :.present time 

;r 

000 people llve in mobile homes in areas which extend t'o: '.:\:(i;}/}/)f:: 
_; ' . . ,.: . ; "!": '.'i">' ;_'.t',,,·,: ~,);.\· 

most communi:ties in the United States •. (50~R.l) T11i·m~j;~i/tJ::I'.;:J\' 
: . ;1·. ·. . ·,~ir. ;:.- . . I ·:.· .:. :<· ,::)?.\:((/{(' 

areas are in Michigan, Illinois and Indiana, with impo~tant.: '\·:\;\r'.i:: 
. . . · .. ' ··:,~<}\)}fll/ti 

segments in California, Arizona, Texas and Florida. (Fig •.. G).{:f/f, 

time d::: ::::1:o b:::s t:: ::::::r:r::t::u:: ::/:::::~.1~}~1j 
·.. . . }}:::-:)j.;;f:\;.~:~.\tf/f.~,.: 

used for vacations of a weekend or a few weeks duratiori'C,:}Ft/:',\)f:;i_,;,{ 

' ' . ' ' • . ' ' ' ' . '''. . .f;iik;f};ft;JtJ since 1,930. \ All were classified as trailers until 1955 i •>.(,,r,;,,,:f;,;r, 
.. ::· . · ',···::.'ii,:. . .·.:·\;·:t:.5\('.:/{};;;J 

when they were separated into travel.:;:·trailers and mo!>}l.$ ·)~ft{t;,;)i\{ 

homes •. 

.. 

~'' l 

'. ':~·:· . 
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Figure 6. --.A? Production of housing tyJ>~ · trailers 
Stdtes in 1957;, n, distribution of production 
t6<,size of plant. 

in United 
according• 

source:; Mobile Homes 
Business and 
O,.s.o.c •. 

Alartuf nctu~·ef s k~·sociat ion, 1957 ··· 
Defense S,ervi es ·4dministrntion 



. CHAPTl.'.!H II 

THE PRINCIPAL TRAIIBRI'fE GUOUPS .. 

By 1941 the people who bought and lived in 

could be classified into three typest · bS temporaty o~ 1 

vactition residents, permanent or semi:..permanent residents 

.and non-residential occupants. In 1960 these 

.. are still useful ones. 

TEMPOHAUY_Q!!. VACATION: 'the early vacation 

· became a more important group when working hours were·.· 

shortened and there was more time for leisure. The desire . 

.. to travel populariz..ed trailef living which in turn satisfied 

·the··. demand foJ~ more comfort, convenience and economy. ( 

7-9) Fifty p43rcent of the total 1937 sales were 

.for temporary use. 

In the late thi~ties sportsmen could purch~se 

·. luggage trailers. The cost of hauling such a trailer 

a car was nominal compared with the convenience of 

to sleep on the,'ground and ot being able to remove and dry 

by· Ii· stov~ mu<Jldy 'boots and waders in rainy weathe~. 
. . . . 

types·: of · family' trailers which were new on the market then· 
';, -·· i' " 

welghed about ·925 pounds and cost .from $590 to $1;500. ·:.· 

. These.· could'· cq,nveniehtly take the eh tire f'amily ·for·. a. v~c~t· 
; ; , .. · . ·.· \ r~; r in secluded an1d hard-to-:-get-:to places. A. special 
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vacationers were using trailers for economy and privacy 

earlier than 1935 •. (58 :2) · 

, As early .as 1940 vacation trailerites as a group were · · 
' 'I, 

. getting o.ttent:1ion and soma cx-iticiam. Backburn 
i• ~·. 

in the New !2£!s. Times that the West Coast motorists had ' .. 

. . become trailer~minded alid were· seen cruisiner over ,,the .cot1:11trr ... :::(;\; 
' . . '' ' ' . ' .. · '., ' ;- ' -~ ;. :~' ; ,, 

· ·.~ ·• · on weekends, as well as on annual leavd, to various · scenic· 

. spots in California. He thought that the· biggest .• mistake of 
' ' 

the t~ailerites of this time was to consider the .trailer· 

a1. ''house-on-wheels" and to scale their living to that ot 

' · house. or apartment t a style which was much more complex and 

not nearly as much fun as trailer living. (58::62) 

,records were n,ot kept, we do not know how many of 

- ,'.) 

., . number of trailers produced in the thirties were luggage·. ~r , 

~acation trailers;; but popularity of the tnavel 

, continuously increased until today when 125,,000 

use, 23% of the 1958 and 1959 production o.t m~bile 

,. p.l) 

PERMANENT ~ SEMI-P~~H.MANENT:: The permanent and 

· pern1anent trailer group contains the largest number of 

consumers today. .. This group consists of migratory worker,:; :• : · 

{professional, skilled, Unskilled and seasonal}• other 

· retired people., students and persons who prefer mobile home 
, . - ; 

living or are forced into it. Members of this· group· purchased; 
. . . ', . 

73% of the toti1.l production irl 1958 and 77% 'in .·1959. · Thirty-

. seven percent J>f · the permanent or semi--pet-manent residents are 
ii .. . . 

skilled worker~~, 20% military personnel,, 18% professi,ona1 ,Pe~·ple 
.. · . . . . ·.. . Ii 

and 12%' are ··,bt~iers such as 
. . . . . ::jL .I.\ 

,JP 
.,i:,.'. ' . .' 1' . "' ' ,.:'.: Jr ··: 
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'.' !t ·' 

'' :}', 

Skilled.workeis.· .:(50.-PP•' 1-2; · 58::132) 

. ' ,,' 

,· 
,''! 

:!, • ' 

. ·. A ~eview °'.;0£. the articles in the. New Y~~k Tim~~, :(58) :·rr·~~·}.:f\; 
.k ' . ----~ ' . -~ ~ '. ~··.:.._:\:.' .. : . ~_':·~~;~:·:\{( 

to t~e · P~.esettt 'sl1ows the importance ot these people with .. ·.·.·:.:<:. 
'. "',•j::,::~:.>:, • ' '. .' .. : , ) , ·.'' • ' • \ ,~ I,:,: .,;~ , ,':, .~:'i•'.,,:',:~~) 
'· ·', ·."homea;;...ort-whee:ds1• and their problems to. the progress o~ .~ette~::t.c.<:f 

-.;;r<··.• ·. ') . I ' 

.. ; }'.;,( living in all respects for migratory people.' (16~p~l4),; '?,. 
,i ·:~-X'1\ ':(' • :· f:.t ' ·: \ ...... _.,. ,;·· ''. _,: . r a 

. :: t.•;\1 Mig~EitoI"y- labo~ers. have .been .using tl'ai.lers 
,l,l,f·· •i; .. : ' . , , ':, I . 

. housing since .the early 1930's. 
-:i·,_,.,l : •••. :,.. . ' . . . 

.. . ; · .. MIGRJ\.TOUY \VOHKEUS :: 
'•,· -·---- (supra p. 5 ) 

' '/: were.: ordered ffr. cons~ruction centers throughout the 

;': 'and were used tor' the duration of the war instead of 

by more permanent housing. (47-p.14) In 
.. ' 

·,. '''many construction workers and service men purchased tra::i.le~:f'."'.{t.' 

for use as semi-permanent housing when they coul~ '<ii':f:(Jmit)~ 
more desirable dwellings." ( 47-;>.13) When a new : · 

is now; being built or a dam is under 

.>·thousands of f'amilies live in modern, well equipped 

which,"en~bles them to: move from campsite to 
. I . 

the·jOb progresses. This type of.living is 

popular with ~:ther skilled workers such aEr carpenters, 
I :r 

. r 

engineers and ·;~1ectricians 

missile bases :1and When finished move to Otht!r locations:t(294?})tf;];, 

·: ·• •• ... ·· pp.~
4
::) moreJecent;defense effor~('Ii1Jts rJui1:}ff\f Jilli 

:::_ immedia~,e hous,ib~ in: .'_relatively sparsely po~Ul~ted; r~gl:o.rsr[:'i,':i~'\(1j 
'• ,';~~ :· ... ·- . .. '·,, ,:·.'·1··· . , ' ........ ",i1• r,r ·;·'l;,1.'·.,• -t;.·~.-~."-"41\;)1t,,, 

•. where atomic erteJg~ ::plants are located;. : hai':ie:su1 ted. iri ... · · \,{k.t;;;;{J\ 
.. housing sbort~~e~ .:tor skilled personnel: 'ahd<'a~ inc~eased:·:use ·>,.);j:;;~; 

' •• ; .• ·• ···\· • ;,• •·· •. ·., :, • • •. : ••·.. l • ·;· ' . ' ' . • • • ' ,· •.. t>.·,.·.:.: .. ··.'.:.::_.'.:.',., ·,, .,· '. ;;i; 'i._.:._,.:,.,' .. ~:<: •'- , , . . . '(? ;'l.(" -~<\ ....... r· •. _·'' , ' <;_;··'.:_ ... '·, ... 
··:. ·· of mobile hcUnes. :-,::-:Jt.: typical . example of,:'.:thcf·,t:tffect' on· .trailer 

·_;,•,' .. 

. i;; /·.;~..- .:'\ 
'I',(),,' ,; ,·,. 
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of the ;need for.immediate housing was found 
··1r 

at the atomic :[energy instal1at.ion near ·Paducah, Kentucky. 
' . ',- ·': ·' . 

1950, before ~onstrucition had begub.' the population of.· 
• 'L 

was 32(,828., A· total of 7,800 construction workers 

. in as 'well as an unknown number of . service workers' 
!, ,·>·.1:~: -, ' 

furtli~r'.increused the demand tor housing. 

advertiz:ing sleeping rooms for $100 a month, and 'a· 

flat for $150 monthly. Mobile home parks w~re filled~~ 

to 2,500 trailers were uarked in camps, behind.conven"tiona 

horn.es, in vacant lots, and throughout the countryside· for ' 
·, 

miles around the ·plant. Paducah city officials agreed that ·• · 

.there would have been no other way of housing 

laborers without the use of mobile dwellings. (47-p.23) •. 

Another example was at the Savannah River Hydrogen 

Project described by officials of the Atomic Energy Commis 

as the largest construction pro,ject since the Panama 

•. To provide shelter for 45,000 construction emploxees 

require the building of a new city in a few weeks. 

was determined to avoid sponsoring additional government , 

towns like Oak IHdge, Tennessee, or Los Alamos, New 

.For this reason mobile·dwellings were chosen as the most 
' ·., 

feasible type of housing. (47".'"p .. 24) The;establishment··o.f, 
I•· . . , .. , 

. privately--owne)l trailer parks equipped with mobile homes 
l · - · : •. · ·.r .. , . ; - . ~ . . : _. :' _.- · · · . ·_ 
renting to workers was encouraged by AEC official's. ,'.Bf . ' ·. : :t .. ' . \ ' ' 

·. Septembe~ lb5~j there were 4,000 rehta1 jobile homes lbca~ed 
. . ·, . 

parks in Augusta., Georgia ( and Aiken; BE1r,nwell in four' traile:r 
• ·11 

·.f 
and _Willist.orlJl( South Carolina. · They: ·were tinder common manage-

·. . :'.\'.:fr ·.·. . ./ 
' I (i.,.' :• ~1 'f' ,:· i1, 

,, ' (, 

'',' :';.{,'.:{:jtt> 
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ment and each. was called Uobbins Trailer. City. , 
' ·, . 

Since·tbere were 39,000 construction workers in 

area during l~te! 1952, every mobile home was occupied .and 

there was a wa~ting list of woi·kers who wanted to move into.·· 
', 

vacated units •. .The list continued even though the original 

rental price· iw,is $82. 50 per month. However, an order\by ' '?; t' ' . \ . -;., i,,.: .. ··. 

Office of Uent Stabilization reduced the rent to $50 a. 

Thedifferende of$22.50 was paid by the Atomic Energy 

mission to the operators of the mobile par~s. 

of the commission were· quite satisfied with this arrangement. 

which they re,~arded as much less expensive and preferable 

building, mai111taining, and operating government housing~: 

was thought that the mobile home villages were·responsible. 

easy recruitm1;?nt of labor when families were to 

Evei though residents were opposed to trailers, most ot 
, ' 

had to admit that mobile housing provided a satisfactory 

solution to the housing problem. The government officials. 

believed that by using mobile homes, the ~ossibilities 

over-building: 1would be minimized .. (47-pp.2.3-25). In 

the consumpti<m of gasoline by employees was reduced 

having trailer homes near the war production plants. 
'\; 

Not very/much is known about trailer .families o.f 

migratory industrial workers. A.M. Denton,···Jr~revealed"in 

his study concerning trailer families working on 
: ,' '," '; ·• . . 

plant ir:t' "the Slavannah River area,, certain .facts., · 

ment made few plans for the famili.es who'. lived on 
j ~ 

,. ·. ,; 

The ones: :i.ntefviewed came from 36 . .few famili.es 
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i. 
ji~- .. 

and the majority of parents:,:·::: ,'.:;/·:;:\}fr 
. ' ' . ··. ,·: ,' '~ · .. ::·~·.-. l·:: 

were also young, .with 65% ~ei~~::J:/i\i 
in.tended giving up their mobile •. 

··1i: .;,·: 

.had more' than :!rour' members, 
' . ii ' . 

· were under 40.J :The children 
.. . . . ' k . •. ' . 

•' under six. year:s' oi;'age. 
. ' . . ' ,ii . "- . 

. Most of ·t:bese .. · families 
. i; ' 

home. and moving. to'. a conventional 
•... . I• ' . 1: . .-; ,'.· 

dwelling. &ccording to · 
. ·1' ,.,~- t.'"<. ·, :''. . !'. . ·. !: ':,;: r.; ~,s Denton the reasons they gave ~ere 

. . . : ,, . ,:,., .· 

as follows::. children -to~m\, ~(-iAt 
·~S:.\;i.~·(:!\. /i. . L •• 

closer associa'tions 
. . ... · .. ·. ~;:~·~;l~.;:.t~:)&t .. ~ 

by the time they·reach their "teens·" .. , :,:;·--:i 

,·,·.·:· ', ,·. 

. . . · . _ . f> _.·. '.···::,:-=-:./1;!j{rtY? 
families need to be more settled by the time their children:,::·./:(>>{ 

reach the 7g or. s.- grades because school work is mor~ ; ; J}JtiJ;}}] 
spe9iali~ed and difficult; trailers are too crowded for.: 

personal privacy as childre~ become older; inadequate :~oom·: ... \.;:_ ,:;'./) 
• • • , • : < / ' ' ·•' .~ •',: ~,. : _. : I~._;::,.;,'" 

is available in a trailer for high school children to enterta\n> Jt. 
' . . . . . ' . ,< ; ,·> '}:/'.t):i~{\ 

their friends;; and high school children who live in trailets;,(t?(;E'.\.\ 

by other students.: Grade 

> children seldo·m make $uch distinctions((ts-n.~518) 

Many construction firms prefer married ·men who can.··.·• 
,'l .. ~ 

· bring their families on out-of-town Jobs. ·.·.The· results .of· .. ··. ·-:,·;;:.1<·;::-',;y 
·- ·~,- > -· ·,. : - ~·:.·_·· :·{ --.'~ ./·~~~<rft\t.'.}?~F 

the experience,s in 1952. of se\teral oil. companies with singl.t:i.'~:~:/1-;t.t:: . . . ' : . . ... ' .. • ...• ;;>'(tf!Jf;'{\ 
men,. married men without_ fami~ies, -and married men ·accompani~.d:-.')f\~; 

. .. . , , - . . · . · :. . · · · · .. '. ,: :\{{:.f::L;? 
by their families showed that the .last group _was much happier,:.:.:1/)·:i;:: 

.. .. . . ' ' - . . . ' : . . ·. . . . . . . ·.. . .. '. -. . . }.~f ?·1:~_i,{~f:~?;·{t 
and more dependabl~. • . Since the housing supp,ly .. was · sho~t·. in)}{,J-};}(t] 

. ·. ·._ . ~i, . ·· . ·. _ .. '..· · · _·,. · :· ··.~ .. · .. ·. · · ._ .. ::.-. ·· · ..... : ::- .· · ·){~:HJ\iii{:i/:.f·;: 
these· sparsely>settle~ regions,'· many .lfork~rs. J.?rought. ·mobile.\\\tf·.jf[,. 

. '.,., .,,:;: .. ,;<:, ·,' . ;,: . : :: . C "/·:d\·::·: ' .. ;,: ·:-·:. t.:·:L:tf .. ;~_: 
· homes· with the~~ ·.'i The · same is· true,.' in the·.)io·nstruction :pipe..i:?1.f.;:,V::h~·r\:;,! 

• • . ' i .<f. . . ;. . '1> . ·, r· : ., . ·' '. ;• ) .· :r·. . ·/,</?::/)(:<-':~'t_i;, 
lines_ (e.g. at< Bartl.~syille, Oklahoma,))11$.·~ell ae;, other \,. :(d/,);\• 

, ,. I. :; ,> • • ·:. ·:• ... • )t.- . ,:·,,:; ' • '.,\ ;'· r." .: ..... ~.' ;.-, ' : '; ' • ": ' ' ,:;, ,":, .,; i ., Ir">>•\ ·~\'t ~- ~'.' • ''.,, ::· :, .:• '~. '~t '~ •,:\~'. :_:•. ' ·:-/~~/\ .. •f::7:.i:V', 
constructiotf'j~bs ::where. frequent moves: a~e··necessary;.,· ';·Most .. - ···\:<\.\ 

·.· .:;: __ ·· __ ,· ·.:·/'~(:,:~··.·· /:t._..-:_.:,·_.·_;.~r.: .. ' · .. ·.· ·< ·._,.<· .. :-_::·:~;_?_;_./ ___ ,,__.. :· . .' .. :( -_.-·:·, .:-.;.:>:,)~ 

of these·· field\~workt1~s ;live p.ermanently/in ·mohiie:~ome ,'.dwellings~< 

,.:·, 
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In 1959 the word "homett to c~nstruction wor~ers s~ill 

..... t· meattt -~ ritake~alongH home • An example of this type of · /. · , : 
,. ·... L ., 

•!' 

· · ho~sing is represented by the $421,000 ,ooo Glen Canyon J?.ro;.. ·'; -, 
·.,. 

:'ject in northern Arizona where 1,400 men; mostly with tamil~'3S~''. 

-· are .working., , Sixty-two mobile homes O\med by1 the contra~tor:s ·; 
_:·;' '. • • ' ~ . ' • • • • .' ' ' : 1 • '.; ', • \ .: /: ', ' ; : -< ,l .: f. .~.· ·:·.: 

. '··.; :, of .the. project' were; available ·to inconiing 'workers.- uri.ti:J. :,1: .~J/r~:,;;i: :)( 
' . . . . : '. ~ .. · ·. j,.·:.:.1.-\),:},J;'·\:.·.;:~:: 

~: ·' . 
. ·.!-.. <·.· 

·_·permanent hon.sing was built or workers. could aI"range ::ro~: '-')<t;/i >:·::/~ 

. their mobile homes.• (344>p.'a~10) .. \ , '' ... ' . . · ii/ .,\)i~:i{f:i! 
A special group of migratory workers are the seasonal· <?,,\"·t··.'C::" 

·< .• ,' 

',' •. workers who also have used :trailers. A typical examph::7~11. j/i 
given in the !:iarden City 'feleg;ram, a daily newspaper of · . -::,·_,;•}':>~:); 

:-:,· 

· ·. Garden City , Kansas, A custom-harvest er . family of Lib~ral 1;:::i:f ]~ 
Kansas, follows the wheat harvest from Texas to Canada. /-Thi~(-<:{ii 

. _ . . __ . - _ .. -. - -,;,. :<)\;r:n::::r: 
work starts in .~a.rly May and ends in n11.d--Se1Jtembe1 at the. -,_,,,:-t:t::.~:-it;,'• 

' . ' '. . '. .. : . . . ' :· . .,:-:. ~--i.':, ··:://\:.'.·?:~\\';~\\'.f~i 
Canadian border. · The house trailer is a· very important . P,art/?/h,/:!: 

of: the harves·ting equipment, .. and when on 

a field kitchen. (22-p.2) 

·. STUDENTS:: Today, 3% of· the mobile home owners are 
'',• 

students, and_-1% o.f these own their own 

( 50-pp .1-2) The percentage was extremely small,· until· after.:/}.}({:\; 
. . , ·· . · · . ·. : . ·. · .. · .. ,_ .. ~,,:.: .. :;,.\Yjf-:~r~ 

the. war when .approximately 13 ,ooo -government-owned trailera:1;::'/; >:\) 
'{(~·'· .. ',.'','\.?:' •, •.,,,. • I ,\,•.,. '., . '.,.,t:'..'~' '. l'. ;~r~ tJj)i~~~;~;;f'; 
'\ ~ere presente·~ to __ colleges and u_~iversi ties ·whel'e_ housing ·'.w.1§;d.~]:{ 

:::::: ::a::rr:ov:::::::na:n i:::: t:::::s :h:ti:b::r::t .. :{};~] 
instances th:ef·;~'~its were given to:tllem outright. (47-;p.,17-18)>.',/ 

.' .. . .... -:·, .. · ··~ ·.::·.:-\}· .:· · .· · .· . ·.. . ., ,,.~ · , . r,; .~·,~_.',..'<-\'.', 

· ·±n·: 1937, many. students who· were·· attending' ·college· lived ·t:./:.: ·: 
.. , •., • ·.: : .. , 1 • •, >1'}i' :;~: .. , ; , ,' ' • ,, ,~ ! • ,~: .. : '. •<.~ •. ",~ ' • '.1 .. :.~I' ./\;~;-

,;: ··. ,·,\.fri: ttaiiers :tl?r: escape 'pay'i:ng; ~ent t ·, th· a' _trailer'.· village_ - /!,\\\-::/; 
' ' i\:i/,f'.. ; "'l ' ,, \it "i' t., . ·. ' ::{ ;: J--:.;:, 

' . ' ,,, ' ' ·._ ...• _._.~ ___ -_._:·,;:_'._t_~_: __ ll:_:_._(t· . ·.·~ 
~ ·\·, '1 -:·· ;,:.:•' 
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.. · called !'Town" .which was located at the Utah State Agricultural ·. · 

·.j . College, the first college to accept trailers for student 

. ,; . · .. ,living quarte~s, the students used their trailers as· homes ... 

while· job hunt'ing a.ftor g.ru.d.uatio.n. (58 J;21) 

· The University of Missouri was faced with the worst housing .. 
' • ' • > ':. ;'.,I~ . .. :· ''\ :'. .''.: _:· f. --~ -:~. ~>\/.: 

shortage of i t;s his.tory in 1945, until, 165 house trailbrs'. :' (i: f:, ;.,,: .•. 
I •' . ,: ·'.9;l /!.~",' 1 ; .; •• ! 

·were obtain~d and supplied as housing units to all veteran· 

students who applied. ( 58 :.92) The Kansas State Board'/.\' 

·of Regents approved of the granting to students of 100 .. , . 
. · ' : '~: ··. · .. ~ 

,, . 

·:. '·' ':' .; .. 

trailers which were leased from the federal government and · i. : : <' 
. '.' .· '·' ,.::·· .. 

. :,.:.· _ .. i ... rented to thes.e former servicemen at cost. (58 :94) At the 
'. ·.··: I 

• ,r \ • 

>:"University of _Iowa 250 house trailers were avai.lable for 
. : . ' ·~ :· 

. ' ,v 1,500 veterans enrolled iil that institution, 40% of whom _were;.:.: ·:·,, 

· married. (58:.98) At Anderson College, Indiana, trailer 

.• units from gov'ernment sources were added to their facilities· '.: 

, .. · -, in 1946 to hoqse married veterans. (58::100> ln Januar; ot:, ., _ 
\that year, 100 trailers were placed on 

College, New Brunswick, New Jersey, to r~lievc:( housing _: :,\ .,;· 
.. ·.· ... " 

shoriage~. (58:101) In BJ.;oomington, Indiana, · 225 trailers:::, 
,. .: ·.·,'( ., .. were installed on the campus .to form a village .and were 

·.·,,· ... 
reserved for married veterans. This temporary housing was':~::' 

\: 't ',:/;used ·~until' building ,.materials and labor were available· ·for' . ':_ .·· . 
'I •• 

· ' permanent building. (58 :103) · The University of Minnesota.· 
. . ., 

-:. :> ;4 , secut'ed 200 ho'~Se trailers to meet their needs. :some of > 
these traiier communities installed° a government of their own . ,. : 

-11 
·, .'._ 

with a mayor arid a council. (58:·104): A simi}ar· government 
··s ·. 

wa_s organized, ;by _379 trailer residentf3. at th~ University of 

Colorad~i!Bd~i~~~f:colorado~~(58t95) As ~•s,tevealed in· 
•• .• ' .· i', .•. •·• ·,,. ..' : ;· • : 
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• 1948 from a s1.:1rvey by P1'ofessor Cecil L •. Dunn of Occidental 

College in So~thern California, the students who could not . 
. '" . 

moderately pficed housing niar their college or univer~ 
if ..• 

were more. or less forced to live in trailers for reason•, 

.·. of economy. (~l7-p.21) In 1954 the University .of Indiana 
, .) ' ·; ~I ,, . ; . ' . 

about 100 trailers and kept 235 mobile home;:;,'. r'o":r,:'hoµs~ng; 

students. ·(47~p.18) 

At the present time students ere still using mobile 
'• 

homes for hou:;ing while attending college. According to ''the' 

'.Stillwater, OJ~lahoma News Press, many Oklahoma State lJniver-:· • 

··· si ty students. mo:ve into trailers while attending classes for.' 
. . .. 

·· •· four years, thus having a "home-away-from-home." As an ·example: . 

of the use ofithese units after college, one couple plans•· 

to use their trailer as a lakeside cottage until a 

job: is obtain~d. (4-p.8) 

RETIHED:·,, Since 1955, 10% of the mobile homes and 

of the travel:1 trailers have been owned by retired.people. 

pp~ 1-2) Earl:,ier, when houses had large living uni ts,.· 
I. 

aged were ea~ily taken care of by their childreh. In 

years, there has been a tendency for the older.people 
. . . 
. . 

li~e in sepatit, homts due to preference and to the lac~ 

·,sufficient sp'ace for them iin the small homes. The 

trailer. coaches offered a satisfactory solution to 
ti' ' \' 

problem~· (47.2:pp. 7-:B) (Fig.':. 7) 
. . 

· · In ,the l'ate nineteen fifties about half 'of the 
•, ' ·!'. ' '.' . . ' . , j', 

manufactur~d Iwe:t'e · ~old to people with pensions, . small savirigi:r: 

),· . and thosewhq!;-w~.r-~'w.ell-to--do •. ~58::12)··· Although classified 



.. 

as ''retired,,,, about 35% of this. group had . some employment, 
. . 
often iri an ~xecutive or supervisory capacity. The avetage 

income for rEitired mobile home owners· was $3,500, .with 11% .•· 
' ,, . ' .. 

. having' incomEis over' ,$7 ,ooo. Seventy-:eight percent had 

accounts anc(6696 had savings accounts. About one half had· 

'. both' savihgs ,and 'checking accounts. 
J, •. .:: ,;,, ., ,· : .. >· \( • 

Comparing; retired travel trailet" owners with retired 

mobile: home ClfWhers, we find there are more couples and fewer 

single·people among the trailer owners. Fewer people in 

this group were employed. The average income for retired:' 

travel trailer owners is $4,400 to $4,500. Twenty percent l'J 

have incomes over $7 ,ooo. Ninety percent have bank accounts.{ 

'7596 have savings accounts and 65% have both. 

paid cash for their trailers. Ninety-two 

trailer owners a.nd 93% of t,he mobile home owners 
·,. ,, 
' 

50 years: old. Wives of travel trailer owners 

those oi retired mobile home owriers. 

In Dr. Dunn I s. survey in 1948, retired people, · 1 

· ·,students, reported that they found mobile home living 

expensive and. requiring less work .. (47-{p.21--22) 

' retired people accounted for 15% of .the.trailer 

compared with 35% of the sales to·migr11t.or'y workers.· ( 

As darly as 1952 the dealer groui felt th~i· 

expanding market among these people in retirement. 

optimism of· the dealers was .based on 11op'Ulation statistics 

accuntul~ted_by the Federal government and t,he long life--spa.n 
. ,, - ' ' ;;,' . 

·determined.by: life-insuran~e company ·ac:tuarfes." At this 
"·:_ •. · ;t. :/ •.,,, 

''. )i:' __ :.·J:1~J<·1-
il- -- , .. ;··-·.,1.r,_.,: /.,.:'-
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. , ... tnere wer"e 12t,OOO,OOO people in the United States who 

··>·'.:•'- ··j~5 or ~·lde~~ l[ By 1970 it is estimated that there will be 

· ... -:,_'. ::·-. ,·. 

:,.t .':,.1 •. '. 

. :I . . .. . .: . 
20,000,000 olid people in the United States. (58t·3'.'.') : .The: 

t_,a!ller·buyin~ of tllis age group aeeounts· tor.the stable 

trailer popul'ation and also explains the J"elatively 

children £oun'd among trailox-~tes/ (S~-t6?) >~: L· \'.'. ,· '. ·· I i 

The popularity of mobile living inade it possible for., 
... ;; ~'.· . ·. . ' . . .· " . -...., .: . :t), . " .. 

these. peofle .~o travel to various places which woul~, :no~. 

have othe~wis1
~ been visited.· (58::120) In 1937, Herbe~t·.:l!•. 

Nel;son, s,cre:~ary of the National A:ssociation_ ot R_eal. Esta.t~>:,: 

Board~. stated that, while trailers took people away from'/ 

apal"tments and hotels iil cities, the states themselves bene"r'.it.e~.;: 
..•. /··-"-·-:! '.\·:_·. ··:.-.:..r·:;<· 

. by thfs movein,ent. ( 58 t33) O.l the 100 trailer sites in Fto:r'idaff 
· ~ ·. ;·_ ·: ·. · .. :<::'.·'.>?L\;:_:·:·,j.}.\~·-;·~,f 

one at Bradenton operated by the .Kiwanis Club is occupied· ... ,,;-::1:-.,F, 

·only by people in retirement. No one can live 

. gainfully employed. Other clubs and religious 

., initiated similar .projects for the aged. (47-p.32) · 

OTHERS: :The ease with which mobile home~ can be 

appeals to otJ~er mobile people who. do· not want · to or cannot : ::;:~:{':1 
r. . .· ,. \f · · .' · · · · ' .' . . · :_·· : , . :: '_. .. />\:~}f'.::f/~~f/ 

. wait months to.·move · into a house. ·· Mobile homes complete; wi_tb·.::?\:i: 
·.. ' . . - . '. . ·. . -~·-_ ~ ..... ~- ... {>.{\-·_::;!) 

all the furnishings can now be built· within twent·y-four ··hours~)/)i 
• ··: • .'.- ' ' • ' • ' : • • •• • .... • • •': .. ';· .' f .... ·_ ' •• < ·>~:_•//;\6{}~ 

r:,:·.·~ Yi No .. time is ''needed ;to erect them at the site~ · This means that :it\{;; 
i 't , . . . , ! 1 (' , . .· • , , . . • . . . . , . , , . . .'i : .\\\/i 

,.,·w,,~there'' i's 'no interi'in construction financing which accounts ·.tor:\J{;:L{ 
:·_i~-'.i,.:f'.;:~::-~.i:·) '. -(,- · :v · · .· · .. · .. . · ..... _ :·· .. -.. · .\;'· .-. :_ . ·; ...... _·\. ·.· -., - ·.· ... .,)~rr:.? ... ;~:'.t}r:f 

; f-· 3%1 o,f the cos·~ ;Of bui.lding a conventional.: house and causes ;::·:,;/}.;;:'{; 
,\/_;,\ •,; !f/ :\,./;' •,/•.{~· ·{;'.:'':,\'"·'' 0

,'. ,' .:•\ / • '•,,•::·,,·.'., ,:•' •\:<·,· .. · ,;,~,,:;:,· .. ", ·,··.<>::•,,;·"•'.\')}tr)~\ 
.: ; :· many· people' to< become mobile home owners.·: . When .as mobile. home .; :'.:?J 

::• .'1~,: : .. .' . : ' . ..·:,./'. ·<:·,.,:-- ... :· .. :,i·:.-.-::;· .. :· . .. . ·. :· .· .. < . ' ,;'.,.; '. .• ·,J·::~~:)\.~ 
'' 'i-- '. owner wants ·:a:'.'new home ,his old unit may' be traded .iil. as, .easily'··:);* 
: .. :· ,': : ... • . . . ,. . · .. ':)t'.: ; ·,; 1.; :·'.. ' : .. '· ·. ' . : l . : . .· ;,::·~· . ' . . . . . ;·)· .. ': .:·+\~~1~( 

> ·as.~ _car; and,:f'w~i~. ,11·,::_b#tter al:lOWEIDce/ (63~PP• 94-97) ,... . . : ,, 

. ':' : '!;?Il!lf 1/t:!It:.. ::;:1: ·.. .·· . > .,'i , · . . · 
'. ~. ~ 

··., ':' 



~: ,: .. 
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·;_i ''_.( . ... _.. .. . .. :\<r/ 

.. ; 'J.,lobile homes have been used frequently for': shelter'. or·- ' :j\\ 
; . . . •: . . . , 11 ,• · . ·.. · •. '.':"· / ,'.~(\-~ 

: -- s.torm victims when their homes were destroyed, and can be.·> - .?:/( 
·: : • • : , : • -· '. .... ~ ,J ·-:..·:yt ,:_;: 

used in the ~.vent of at tack by a foreign· aggressor.· In' 19~!\F:'}· 
·1·, ' . .. . - j :':. '•!i ;·.\; .:.":·'._ 

' __ ·:-,the Housing and Home Financing A:gency purchase~ 1,000,_ mobil~; <)\{/ 
homes. to holl~e victims of the. Kansas floo.!i, , "\ ~~· ~°-"f,'f;,: ;',\!~;~'j 
aft;er., the ordlers were received_ the trailers we~e:being'$en:i:·i;Jif:'.f, 

), ';,, :0: to lumBas, fe of the largest trailer parks for tha: t~m;,'';'.fM~ 
;,;.was established to house the homeless. (47-p.26-27)· 1 .Another"·.~·} 

jf.: : . • .. ' : •.. , . ;,:: :~ :':."> ·:; .~·/::~·~:/ 

.·:;: example of ho[meless people being supplied with shel te~ ~y:-:the >;?t 
use of traile;rs- was on June 5 ,. 1958 after a tornado hit.·. t!oit~~'{{'. 

H · .~ . ··: , '..'. .- J.:·)\J/i 
Mobile homes were loaned to these people by .,_ ''. / :,;,/1 

.y,. • it , ·1·· ,: ·~ 

:: dealers, par~[ operators and manufacture_r members of the · , 

approximat~ly 15 ,ooo mobile -honies . on' :;·'. ··: · 
'. • . . t"" 

delivery lots, in dealer's hands and enroute:'·to' de~lers at)~11:·'.\; 
· :; ~ , : . · .. · .. : ·. : , , · ··.:- _;_ /·.:.;'--<· ;·_.r/t:~~·~_-! 

times. This inventory would be available to· proyide ·shelter_::::/)>\ 

;; , ' •, .. , for.· t::N~::::N::: :he ;::e:::: ·u::: ~P: :: )pr:sent .. there ha)f !ii 
been many special .uses for trailer· coaches· other than for" /.: "';/':{ 

' 'I • ' .• _.:-. ' ' -· .• _ ·• ',-·· :_' ''' •• __ .:':<:::::::{W 
residenc·e.;'·/- Tpese µ.ses are mainly _for busines$; professional~;:,;···/'.(:'. 

re{igi~u~, ,..;/education~ ~~poses. · . . . . ·. ··' L .• •• 'Ti?~ii 
'JA(,'' ' ·, -'; ·~ Before. {he :war'~ scores of firms used trailer coaches' as/-~:·: 1//::: 

, : ,l ! .·? . < .. ·.~ ";·.,: .. ;~ .. :·.i'. .!,· .. "! ,.' . . : 1·.". ' .t . .,_,;;,::: .· . : .';· .:· . . r··.-:t··/f:'::";,'.",' 

;;,: ' ':'sales 'showroa,~s. Jly this means they -~ould :'.impressively ., > ::.. 
: : :: .~_:.-. ! ' . •. • -~ : • ' .' . . . : '.:<" ii'.' . ·, ·. : : ... : ~ . . . ': ' ., ', \" . \ . : • ... . . . · •. 

demonstr~te·.·11nd · illustrate to dealers and customers mor'e . · · 
! ·;,, ••• -11. ·•.', I 

compfe,te: 1'111'~:~ jhaii':· ~ould be dori~:';by' the use. ot catalogs~·,' 

. : , J' iI'IJ,;:/?:'. i . .,. , . y ; 

,. •. 
•,'''.'"' 

\'" ·< . .. •· .. 
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Photographic studios, politic al mobile camRaign' off ices ,.i .· 
police units, restaurants, key duplication shops, b.eauty 

parlors, mobile field offices for construction companies and 

many othe1~ uses have b(1on .found f'or t1.;ailer coaches.. Clergy- . 

men and priests have used the trailer coach to spread the gos-

pel to remote areas. Doctors and dentists have built up,i ,.1 · 
.. I 

'. 

practices in small towns by using fully equipped mobile offices •. 

Among many other special uses, municipalities have frequently;. 

used coaches for ''llookmobiles" to make more books available . 

to many more people. (47-pp.9-12) 
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:,:THE FAMILY LIFE-CYCLE ANO '£RAILER ·.LIVING' 
.• ··., ·.f. 
., ,, 

.•; 

, . ·.-\ · -.·. , .· ... \_, {,.·i __ i\:/j{/Tt 
Iri _the d:iscussion of whether mobile housing of. 'the 'past\{.;\?{ 

. . : . . :-,.... :.·.· : ' ·;: .'; \ ~:~.>~\(.\}(:} 
:·or with'; the improved models of today could be suitable for,.,f°;•<\: 

'· . . . . . . · .. ' ' ··.·.>·)~'. '.~_~::~)._-><· 

:.(::.,satisfactory !amily living' the progressive phases in :t.~~: :}'{nj/{\: 
·. ·_::.·family struct~re must . be con~idered •. Al though the q~:~-~-t;i~n/,;\}·}{{(; 

;'or sufficient: space and privacy for the specific £wily ate. :,i:;/./)t 
. :· ,· . . . : :· .·'. . . > .... .. _ .. _:;.-:~':·_;.·.'°;;;-,_C:/'. ~ 

.. important; these considerations are influenced by variables(<(::}> 

such as age, sex and attitudes which would' affect the' ~af ue;-:ri~-)~;!{il 
.. of individuals or entire family groups in 4eciding whe,tber-_:_·r .. ;.·:"·),t\J 

. . . ~/-' ; . . -~~ . _,· . . . ·. . ... ·.··.. . :.:<· ·~-·· ... )!.'~: .. · \::_-\·:)L 
or not the housing was adequate. What a person wants,· prefe~s ;'i,:{2 

·r:. · ·. · .. · · ' .. ·, ,_· · ·., -: .. : · _:·,; :·\"\:_.\t:6t; 
} expects·. anci ·d•~mands in,, housing are contingent. on_ the physic.al•<\:_?, 

' , •• •• • r • • :::,'. ·?<~~~:;:.~:.;:<·,·:.'.;~\;,;~ 
'. psy~~ological ·• social, and economic values. which may have · .. · : ·,t.· .. ,., > ' . ' ·. , .. . ... ;: . ' ;, . :::, }J\:)\:t}li 
beeri acquired· or received cul tural.ly. To understand family.//:;:,:;:)/ 

.- ., . . .. . .. ·: ·.. . . . , : . . . <. ··~·.··.:·'· .. ·/ ·.:::;,:(·.:_:-,r(:/?.\t~ 
',·. life, ICoppe states that one must underst,and. t_he tela"tionSQiP,:/t):j{l 

• ., • L • :,, •' I • ," • > • • • • ' ' • ' • •,. ,' ' • •,) • : ', .' •• ,::\ .\•/1/;:~?!•~c.=:./J. 

<·,·or vaiues, att1 tU:des and. human behavior~. (37-pp.i29-132)\:.: \f:'1!:IY(1)J;i;. 
;; <-:: ' ' ,. ' . · ·•. )i:·, \ ,' t ' :': \ ; , . \ .' . " : ·: ' . '• · - : , , ; ' '. . ·: :. · : . : ').t\t1/;:\/i.'.:{ 

. ··::Through· liis ear·ly 1"¢lationships. with others, · the individual·.:.}f,1\:':DA 
I ,' :., .f , ':' :· ··:: ,. . ·:·:: . . ·;, ><-;:.:i ,: ... :,:· .. ·>,·~/>('i/_:·//~'f.;~): 

:., .. . 'acquires ideas,'. habits ,and a~ti tµdes which. really compose ,'·:·r)·t:::i);: 
_,fJ :,•; 'I J ! ,,•/~I.', • I 'I : : ' ) • I • • : '' • .. :. ::" .,/~• •,.:·/;},.'·.'_;:•:.:/r·:_.)?t(( 

.·-/.;:<- :the ,core of1h1·s personality·.'.,· rrhfs constitutes ·a rea1· J·_,\:>Xt):f{Ji:\ 
,· · · ": · challenge t.o. builders and pll.\nners .Of dwelling~, Whet):ler: ,mob'ff~':':?{} 

conventional type homes. . .· ; . ' .. ,,·,\." ,, \:;):/:'.jf 
I ,". ' .. '·. ,. ·.',O ·.•: I 

.noted 
1
:h:t ;::t:: ·:::::t:::::::i :di:0

:::::::
1· f {;.a~}tlf ... ':/}J 

., ' , ,·· ) ,::![... . • .• ··• .• ,. :!9 · . . . . . :, :<f {f_:_:_ •. -.:.:_·, ... ·.;_ •. •·.;_:_::.: 

'(}}]!)\,. ' ·:·: ' 
·:'') .:· <. ,')',':;._':,,, ··t· .· ~ .: . 
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'\:.,;;·::.hOUses ti th(! dEtSign features that give the most satisfact.ion. · .. • 

·,:.": .. /-:;\\to the occupant. mus~ ·be i,cnown, and these are dependent· upon:·· 
:· \··i,:i:;(\\~,(.-·::.;/' • ,· .. · ' • '' ;r: ::.· '. • ·,,, (,· ~ '• , . .'•' ,' ' .• • '. • . 

}\:ii.'.;i,.\ v:alues ot eacll _niembf3r .·ot• the family group,. ; By attempting to\ 
.: ·:·,:·;::":\?·/ ~' : . ' ' . . . . : ·f. ' .... · , .. · : ·:".. . : · .. · ; :> . . . . . . : ·.. . .: ' . ·. , .. · •. · .. , ' : . 

//,/,: :i_:.:: stu~_y human. values, .observations from the research of ~ela~ion.•:/:: 

" · , . ; · ship . ~£ iiousei to 'p~o~ie sho;ed definite r~tl ect ~onS\~t ;i),; ,:(;f [)2j 
; living -patterilf:J ·.which should be of service to designer~ in;' //:\.n:/ 
.. f' ' I·', • 

4 
', ' '"•.\:~· <:'.'i,:;:~fl;;::'. ,. 1;:,~J,:};?'.::'.'' 

· pJ.anning 'bett~r. smf\11 dwellings.. Builders should try to. £ind .. :·:,·t 
.· . . ·; . .· . . ' '. :,~." '. '. .>~~·:,_;·:./) 
· the leatures · ~hat satisfy each family most for practical·)i_\;>,i/\\i}\.iX 

' • , • , • '• \ I.. • ; ;::': i' ~ ........ :·.·:·:·~'.>-\ _::~\~~<·\'.){j;;::: 
· ·1 °\livi~g· for; the money spent. The results of this. study could·::::<: ·:-: 

also, apply to mobile home liy,ing, (7-pp,l-48) . . ··• '.'}f'.ft'.t}/i 
, Whether the home is a mobile or conventional type, we_ ... :.·<;};".; 

must .first know wh<,> is going to live. in· the· dwe.lling beto;~< :f\t 
:,:. <~'· i:~'.·.·~---_,··:· . ~ . . '·,j~,':.",:· ·:·.,:-._.:".·~ ...... .'('./~\:/ 
:..,· :. ·.: discussing the social aspects that would affect the fabl·iiy as:;.·<:.;, 

: ,· ' : ' '' :.,: :' '.,: ' . .. ~ . . ' ' f iii:~}'-; 
· · ·'.Cr we11: as the neighborhood. In deciding the type of hou~e· that. ,:),;i~ 

·" would be satisfactory for a given family. we must first,: : ::r1;;;: 
::,·._place the family with all its variables into the proper lite~;;\·('.> 

cycle category, For example• wiu the family represent.~~e)iJ/&i'fi 

: beginning or early child-bearing phase, the more'·mature ·expand~·.''..).:: 

'~ing. stage, ·or !:the contracting period or the· f~~11y·1.1re· ·:~-;~!'e1JWftl 
:,;·.'Let ··us crinsid~r thr'ee hypothetical families wh~ may or··· ma/:··~IJ:Qt{f}f 

. . . . . ·., · . · · · . .· ·.:;<'< .:::.f\i\tF. ,/ <' think or space' privacy and economy of their home as major ;'.nrttt:~/4.ff 
'~. :.:. . . . . ' . . . .. ,' .. . ,· ·. ' -.:.:... . '. ;• . _:· ' ',': . '. .. :1)··:lt .. :\/:~:;:\fi;, 

{':~;factors i'iO:· '.det:ermining · tlieir tsati'sta~ti<>IiL:.t~t-,,··.t~mi1yf :i:f\f:i.ng:·.·::!f\:tf:}(l:i < :· , : {. !, i.:. . :.; :J:·": .. ' :·, •.. : .. . . ··. . '. ,'.! , ':.\·,;'." i ;'.(.. ,·,:;._:.,~_,.· '. ·>>; \ t'·d. :; ·'.>::, <i\~;tJ{.f!} 
·.·,but who are. at· different. phases· of. the family life•cycle~ ,;:,s:/.\\:;:; 

... / .. • ·.'.'..: ·--'.~' ·,.;' .. . ' . .". : ' ,' ·,,. .. · . · .... ' .· .·~· .; . · .. ·~.·~ ... ·. ::.,..:\ .. ~-')\:,}~t::.~ .. !.,_),: 

. Family A~· iS:'{1;n the>: beginning._ Of·, c.hild-bearing: group;: famil$:(:;/{;Mi): 

be a 

' .. · 
··.; ~-. / 

. •. ;/ _: .. 
t 



·-:-·.·.;·.:' 

'<married couple ~i th both Jtl~mber;s 'working, or recently .. 

. .' ;,: ' .. married colle.i~e: students trying to finish their ~egrees.: 
. . . . . . ... : :', 

together.. Wi:th . ei tiler . Of these two f runilies t SJ>ace . arid ··: 
. • , l ', 

: lo'cation woulili: not be very important factors'. in. determining·::,. t.· 
'/ ' 'f ~ • • ,-;·: ' ' i • ' • ;" • ' •' I • • •: ·,, 

<.·;·whether or not· their home was satisfactory. · .. This 
. . . .. ,' ·, •,,' : .t .. ~ 

is thEi · ·: ·1 

·'y_l·. 

t;-\· </ per.:i.od of adjustment after breaking away from the ties' of ·. 
. ·. :', '· . ~ . . 

,.·i their former respective families. 
~ .. 

With their present: in~o~~ 
• .,f·,., •'' ,,. ,• I· 

,,.1 ·.,. ..! ·.-~,jf. 

and lack of timef entertainment would be kept at a minimum .. f, 
. ' \' " . . " . . ·. :: :\({ 

' ,:'. The greater p,ortion of their income would be required :for, : ,· .. <\j, 
· ~ ... . · '.·( ·.:· .t ~-\:.\ st 

··payments on the home, with the remainder going to essentials:<;.:,i.'Ll 
. . . . .. . .... ~' ~ ·. '::. 

'. :,,,. 

not·: included among the wedding gifts. Ori week-ends th.ey' · :.' /\>f; 
... ~ :·.r-·"; r~ 

. ::::d :::::::::::::::o:::::::::a::::~ ::i:o::::80:f a
8:211;;;1f \II 

· would not have suf:fered as much as a larger family 

si.milar circumstances from irritations and 

· .. brought about ,t by inconveniences. In those 
. 'I 

,)[ 

more or less ~~erved as shelters from the elements. 

' ,,.+: •• 
. : r ... ·, ~ 

also of:fered .~~ place for sleeping, and the facilities o~ '.1,1_''i')},'.r::;{/)}; 
. . .f~ ' ' . . : . ..· .. :· ·. \_.··\/:.-'t/f/i·:_\( .. tf); 

· gas or oil st<)v:e on which to cook meals. People in the ,early;:.},i/\ 
. · · .. -r · · _. :. . · .... ~J·.::j-~_ .. ·:·'..;' ...... ·t:~?·.-:;~/Ji~ts 

days o~ this ,}~ehicle:-home" appreciated having their ~~-.-',;, · :::,.:_::-· .. }J 
~; :;.ll, ... '- ~ .· . -i ·{ • a· , ~ ' . . :~ ~ :., ··'/'..:{:.'.".··/~-.:}:~:\t0'j 

bed 'in whi.ch to sleep and home-cooked food·i rather than:, ·-::· ,J,,;i·i,~ '..}<? 
: ' ' : :··:'j! , ·, . ' . . ' . . . . ' , , . , . <. I 'i: ~:rf'.:::tJ: 

; (having .. to ;d~p~~~d .~pon hotel ·ser.vices.; The htJ~irand, '. whq: ·co1;1:~f;::,;::}f' 
·;, \/ .J :·be a:·: mig~at~rt';o:;ker finding' ··conV'~ntlonai· bou:1~~:'.li~/ ::·,.,- · _·: :?:(i}\)f 

l ', I • • ; '·Jr:.·-::."! ·: • .:·f.~: , :•,;·-,.; • '· 

i· ;:?· expensive for>]!:a: couple, bought a used mobile home, his :first·, 
.':.~ . ~-· .. : :l/< ·_ . . ·. ·.~ 
,, .. •. honie,.which w~~s·about 6 feet Wide and 25 fe~t,·l~ng. The 

. :_>·_,,, ·r·-·· .. · - ........ :·. . -./.:: .... : :. . ... 
furnishings .:cqnsisted of a stove, an icebox,.· two beds :with 

one ·:·at eac·~)~··Jt:·t:r: the trai.,l~r, ;,~::\~ble and.:\;eve,ral .. frild:i.ng ·1 

i.··... ¥'0:~.t\t\' ' . .. :: ', ' . . ' / 
:· ]·, .1.' ••• 

' ' ' ' : ' '" ll" ', 
"' • \ i,ic> 

' :· •, 'I;'" 

·I 

·, :·.' . ~ ,' ., . 



chairs. · Marty }.r these models lacked bathing and toilet.\;. 
!!' . . ' . ,. ' 

· ,. facilities, with the space being used for needed storage. 

ca:inps had laundry and bathroom facilities Which 
j' • . 
JC . . . t . . . 

,Were \;enerally(Used in 1n·Q£orenco to A l)t'iVUte onc:t. 

;:. the. social life : took place when the laundry was being done ·t·/ ·. ,'._-_ . ' ·:' . t :. ' ·" 

when the me:h stood in line.for a shave., 

·. Before family ties had l>een broken, each 

livi:ng in a very small house which had little floor 
.. . 

space and very little privacy was obtainable.· As a consequence 

. mobile living 1was not as disorganizing as it was sometimes ( 

thought to be,:and little adjustment had to be made. 

both members of the family worked, not too much time 

spent in the trailer, end it.was not difficult under 

circumstances for the two people to become adjusted to~the 

situation. However, when they were 

alo~e at times. Some personalities require 

frequently.than others. Since the trailers: 

not divided into rooms in those days, two people would 

little privacy:. The saving of money is an important 

as the family should be prepared to meet later obligati'ons 

resul tin.g from ·trying to satisfy its dreams and 
. . . ' \- ···," . 

:. as well as· wants and demands~.· CowgilLreported 
J ' ' • • 

: : living C!)st~ dt;ll'ing ':the 1937-,38 period,.ran'ged 'from $65 to· 
' i ' ~ ' ' :. ,( 

$100 per month i with an avera·ge of·' $90 ~ while 't.he ·average. 
: . : ' 

income was app.1:-oximately $250 per' month. The owning .of, a··· 

trailer'. had a atr'ong. psychological appeal,· but . this ·was 
ij . . . . . ' . 

powerful enough for purchasers to,pay.the pri~e ·for.the 

product { · · Thir1;een percent did not want to paf more than 



... . 

.. ·;; · · ·.·· .. · 33 . :,. 'i f!1'.-•,;•_.' ,·;-' , • .. ··,·,_ 

:.·Dr• .Co:::::ri ::~::::i ::::n :h::n :a:a::. :::i;::::\;rl ::{ (·")1(1}I\ii 
be· :1ivirig,i"i.n · mobile homes, did not ct,me true · '(17;..pp ::··:33.:43 

., . . i i ·, • ' ' ·: • ' • . • • .• : • ~\l/':.(>:,;: 
.. , ...... · __ :The present--day attitudes of ft"amily A .would probably·,'./ . .('\ · ,.::·t 
lr·tt.{;J.,, ; ;' 'f: 1 ':, ·.' ,,, '°i:. ,; r-,.,. : . . · . ·. : . . . ' .. · .·:: :/'.fr\,1t?( 
:'~·'./(}''differ in needs,. wants and expectations concerning housing'','·:':'.''•:.:,-:, 

'/if(i:..:,. . . . . . . ; : . . ··'.. . ... • \!:},:'.:.;;,\ii)';; 
':;;. '.'.i),\\Tl~u,'~obile home would not just aerve merely ·as a shelteras't·"i')''/?, .. \ 
.,, ··,"'~t·i\. ·. ·i : .. •;. : : . : ' .•. · . .· . '·· .·'/iJ;,tt 

~-: _ ... in (ormer days and would have to be longer and wide·~/ '.'Al~r:\i;?J}\r{t 

.. more· conveniences. would be demanded for the comfort of:· the '.:.·:i'::•:r'.'),;, 

occupants. Malstering the household tasks.with the least· 
:.·:. •' 

amount o.t enez:'.gy would be a necessity • 

. needed, depending upon the individual. As an 

young student .:husband of one· of my trailerite .friends can.·,::\/ .. ;·r:>It 
• !·, . • • . ': ..... ·:-.· .. ·:~)·-,:\\?{~.}/t-: 

barely wait u11itil he graduates from college and is fiiuµ1ciallY,;.)/t'.: 

..• ::l:r::l:;v:i :::: :s c::::n::::l i:o::·pl::: :i:e?~:;ti::~~~1, i 
·.shop, and the· walls are too li'ght for hanging up· his tools;.·::;i/':'.ti'.:);,;:: 

. . .. : ·<\i:;;·!·<./";,',{~ 

.. Privacy ~;o maintain individual integrity and mental · , ·}:!:.'.'.:{itf1f;: 
· .. heal th would niot ordinarily be a problem for a young couple;:\i<:.:/f'}: 

::::: ::t: ::::1::::ew:::a::11:h::i::::}a~ i::;:r;~;:jjji1 
a hallway lead.s to · each bedroom, and the bath ;is as · fully j;:>,;f)it}·,J~: 

... · · · :.·· .··. ··.• - · · ·. . ..,· ·: · · ·· <. ,·;-i·.·._.:;r/': . .._./ .. ~tj~~.:):~\~:;. 
equipped a~ in; conventional homes., ,The young couple of··today.\\;?;;); 

; · · · · · · , ;-; : ·.: : >' ·; • < )·:,,: ·it>\;%:;r:\3~~ 
·',;;·could have. the; same ·satisfactiori'.in owning,l!l· comfortable .. ::;,,¥ .:·:\C:t;;f/ 

j '·:··: ..• : · ... ·. ' .• }' ':, • "\!'• ', '~.1t>:\.~J •,.;; -~:-~ '• • • '•, ::· •. 1 •• ,<'.:~ .\:::'.~~::;::df·\·~ 
. trailer as th~:t,-'c,t the ear1y .trailer . .tamt1Y:rwhich has been:)':iJr}A1{( 

.::_ • . i.' ·• . . .. t ·. '. _· .·. '.. ·, . . . ,' ·<".: . ' .- 1.··: •• ··: •• : ••· '.'. ,, :·:._:~/\\)~/i.t~1~!/\ 
. ·.-,discussed ea~l:ler: in. the paper concern.,ing: the present. ~obileJf\' :r,'.{, 
: . . . . . ' 1; . ' . ,; . . . . . . . ' .... ·:\> ·-::-}'"'\:.~·:1\~t.·::1 

:home· trend •. >T.he .. standard of living c:fou:1-d::be raised ·as;·thE{.\i\?/~\{ 
. . . . ··: .. ;:. :··' ·.... . ·. . .. ·.<· :_ .. ,(: : : .- . ' . , . . :•' ~ \~_)·,>,:.::(~:.)::{ 

family take-home' ,pa'y increased, and the' image of owning·.· a;, . · <::/(t 
,, . . .. )' ,• ... ' '.·.. . . ·.:, . . .:,.·::/();) 

. ·,:it'·.'• .. :: :· '\·. . '·. ~:.p\\~. 
~. ·~~­

. ..·. ll, ' 
• . .... l '• ,' : .·• ... •· ·. ~.:.. . l . '~.· ·-)i:.~-·. . 

' .. :· . ' :· <.:;~ . 
_·,:,; ·:'': :}_-~~ .. -•.. ;·J,1l\t{/,'. 

... ''; .-· ./ \' ,. 

jt • •• ; ~ ..• ' ".·:/ ••• •• . i(;:'. • 

·1.: 



larger home e1uipped with the latest technological develop­

·ments cbuld ultimately be fulfilled. Among these latest 

developments is the proper selection of colors for ~he 
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interiors, f ijictures, .furni tu.re, and accessories by interior · ·• · 
' 

designers. This should add to the comfort and satisfaction 

of the occupants. A study by N.L. Mintz revealed that people 

are affected by color and the appearance of their surroundings. 

· In an experiment to test this phenomenon, a person 

confined in an "ugly" room of cold and drab colors became,·· · 

tired and listless, but when placed in a "beaut~ful" room 

with warm and vibrant colors the reaction was of happiriess 

of showing a great deal of ·energy. (49-pp.459-466) 

Increased. sales in the market may have in part resulted . • · 

from manufact1L1rers making use of interior designers •. The 

.. change in the economic system of paying for a product by 

installments ~nstead of by one sum at the time of purchase 

has also contributed to the rise in the use of 

Cowgill found that the cost of the trailer was a 

factor associated with the income level of those living 

.· trailers. Th1ere was found to be a definite correlation 

between the cbst of the mobile home and the income of the 
'.·' . 

. occup'ilnts. This factor would undoubtedly exist today, 

though buying a trailer has been made easier for the 

purchaser. (l', ... pp •. 41-43) 
;i 

. '.!'he Expainding Fami],;t: Family Il in the expanding phase 
;i 

the family lif• cycle will be considered as consisting of 
'·,, \ . 

four father who is 40 years. old and is a · 



,: · .. , )•: 

'' ' 

; : .... t ;~· 

·.· f,··: 

':::,-;,. ,· 
~~ .. :·' ~. ', '. . .. 

.·, 
~.. ; . ! 

'l. 

' 

,,. migratory·· construction· worket'; the mother who is 36 ·years -~ld'. :<i 
~: \i 

· and ·interest;ed in ·organiz.ations connected ·with children' s)~~ti~( 
vi.ties; a: s:o:~ of 7 who is enrolled in primary s~hool ·~nd· a<}!}/.\/(J 

· daughter of .14 attending high school. · ·For ·this famlly· the '\i ·:/ 
'period of major adjustments have been made' and ·.th'ey ,are' ~ow:.,. ' 

. • 1 .. :, . . r. _. r , ..... , ~- ··:· ; 

.. concerned wi:th the co1nparatively minor 8:djust.~ep.ts_:.w_hic~ :·· 

affect the h,ll.ppiness and 

.needs, such ~s space and 

expansion and maturity of 

well-being o'f. the family.(., Housing> ... 
. . · .. · .· . . · . _· ·.··· '_· ... :.· +· -:.,:\ .. )?;-}~ -~·ii.L·:: 

privacy, . ·have increased with the'.Ji;'·i:) t/::·: 

the family. ·group,:. and have_'.now:\iJt:?))//}} 

reached the most critical stage. However~·· the impo~t~ncEf .(:):{-> · 
.. .,.: .. ·'. 

privacy was .. found by Montgomery, Sutker, and Nygren .to be :(lm<>il:gi 

the least important of six housing values to: .Oklahoma rural."'' 
. ,·'·:"·.:,,. ,•' 

peopie. It was noted by these investigatol's that there. was 'an, .. '. 
·" ' ~· : '{ . /' .. ·.. '·. ·' . . .... , ; ... · •. . . ',"' ... · ... :: :· /.~·~\ 

effort made by this· rural group to satisfy :only the ·ha.sic µeeds:;; 
. ,,_ ': :- ·: .. · .. ·.· '.·.><:·~_-;;:··t.~ 

of comfort, economy and f amily-centeredness' with little .·~.ht~~e:i 
• . . ! . . 

.: ,'' ·,. /. 

being given •to. privacy, social prestigf.3,·or beauty. '~hey ·\.' .. ,:·,:.r 

confirmed Hazel Kyrk' s observations that• American families ari/t 

not too concerned with pJ'iYacy as haii. been shown. by \~f i•~t~?:1(!~ 
larity of open, unwalled room areas i.n. modern homes. ·.(53-})p~:.: ":'.:.:. 

. . ' ' " .. ' .• . . . . : , . . . . . ;_ .: ; ~ .· '. ... ' . . \: ·;.' .. · , .... ; ~<.: : 
4.J"."46) From the .au:thor' s observation of present day._mobile, :''.·;\( 

' . . • . .. j • , ·, ~·:: 

. ~ "•t-

·.: :< home plans,.: 'privacy would be more .att~inable for those wh~· 'nee4:, 

·.· '• 6/ p;.,, er,} 1: tb~,/f ht~ :~t"f ·· 11 v1~.g/~~/f c·on~~~t1ona\ i;J'J~{Jit] 
which. had vety few· walls. In contrast to. the beginning faniily}': 

·. ' the maturing:i·'familyt has a· larger. acqtlaiidtan·ceship _with\,:t~-e~.,\/})\}; 
"· • .: • • ·\ '··' : 1' / , ·: ·' •• ·,~~-- ·, ' ' . •. · - ~- 1·,,-' ;:a .··· · <, · ;: ... · ··:':;:> ·.,:)d; 

pebple), both: through the sotial actiV1tie~ .of_·the · pa:r:ents;.,and ::·:;:\· 

those; .6f .the'ir cb:t'ldren •. The 1probl~ms: .. 6:i.':. entertilinm~nt : · , 
. ~ :·. ·.·,:· .·\·;.·.•::.· .. <·,:··: ... ~ '.· ., ... '. ' .. : ·:.·· ,.·• :, 

increase ir( .propgrtio'h to the ::si'ze 
';., :·-:,·:.1. ,'.:,. :· 

,/ 

.. I'.· .. 
•:1 ,. ' 

.. :·· .. ;,····,·; 
• / •. l, --~· :.: 
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. ".\/I' 

.• ,• .I • • • • • 11·· . 
, ·:'.•family group of different ages 

. . '.... ' \ : . ' : . . . ''.: . ·~; . 

, ·. living~ . When the children had homework to do, they could \;:. ., .. ,,.;::.:,} 
. . . . . ·. : .·.·. _ · ,iJ:://?\/'.F 

either· sit at the kitchen table or on· their beds. Generally ·' ... ···,;,/t: 
. . . . :·, ,' . J:, .'/'): Y\} 

''. the. bedroom sections were partitioned off, 'by curtains·{ but:. stilf.·:r 

}; this atmosphere was not conducive to good work. 't)'.t{c//(\!/i,j~ 
The entertainment of friends by the boy and girl . ill .,\'.: .. 

·. ;the early ·mobile home would have been almost. an fmpossibili\t}}\I/f.{ 
... . .. ,,.'·',\ 

: ···: ,r.. 

>,,B.oys are inclined to be boisterous, and girls. _uf:;·ually want: · ,:,//:., 

;., to be more by themselves.. In spite of these shortcomings t '·}ft\ 
.,·.·.. Dr. Cowgill' s s,'u'Vey o.f 1938 indicated that 67% ()t the p~~p~f';tl;!(t~ 
\\ , interviewed felt that the trailers were large enough, 29% .i,;·,:.,:.:,,)::(·t!-;( 
.·.~ ... :, ·, ., ).: ' . .· :· '' ., . . : •.: .. · ..... ··. . · ... ·.·,· .. '. ::'/ </;:":'f' .. ,~'.~.:~/~\. 

· 'thought th.ey were rather, small, and only 4% ·thought they wei:•e\;,t·'-',.IJ:'.'\ 
. ' -· . ' . . . . ·:;, . . .. ' : ·, ·. '.:' ···i .. . . ' .. ·_:: • .. '"' .-\'.\';\i~/.~{'..\1{:\'1..-t\f ~f 

-· too small.. Perhaps·_ the. 33% registering other• than· compl.ete.-'.(:::?J!:':::\{i 

. > . satis:::t:::i:1eo)\::: ::::::;;:~:::/:::\ppatent~r}(~~f i!tl 
:. highly detrimen;~al to happy family ·'relationships . as C:owgil'i •.s\t ?.r>) 

· •. ::::y c::::d~::t::::: ·.::a:5:i::. ::: ~:::::::e:n:e~:tn::} ·•·· ') J\~~ 
·. the,, cause0

~
1ot' :;~j~~uent disagreement~;;' .. furth~rm~re i . 93% 'ot . . ·c::·:.'.?:.'.': 

I the traii~ri1t·;;_j!(:.~~,~·; the sam~ '. 'number I o_r/ite~,~' <lisagreem~hts 'tha~ )\(/ 

; : ... \)![];(:,?:···.·· ... . ... h 

; ·f ''. , .. '''. ,' ;',.\·,· .. -:,,. 
'~t'. .: . 



1: ', .~.... . . .,, : 1 . - ,.- -~ . :' .. 
.,-,,., 

,. -., 
,•. , ·~, .. ·. :, . : . I . . - I ·. 

·.. . : :·:,. 3r:},x·i:: 

b~f.?,r·~ changing their mode of living, and this is reflect.ed..?(\>: 

' 
. in ·the :iow divorce rate of trailer couples.·_· (17-p.98F·. Oite ,: 

. ' . ... ' .. - . 

reasori ·-r~r;}~'.ts; is\ that the traile~ becomes :a 'sym~ol .t~r ,::, 
' the famiiy ~· 'ahd' has the tendency of ' uniting it int'~ ' a : mpr~ '·.:. -'; 
' . •,' . ' i!: '' ,. . ·. ' - .· - : .. ' - : • . ' -·, >·~)')··:/·,':·{fi. 

·;,l'(/,~lQsely-kni~ '\init •. When children of schoo,I:age.·~ere·invol\i'edp;:f: 
·' !'.:~,·,/,\.itt~\.1• . ~ .• : .. ·~J -: .... , ·: ·, ,1·.i. \ . . . . ' ... '. ,: .. > ···<. ·_.-· :_··~ ... ·(i'_\(·; .;:i. :.>'·/.~'\:-';\:<:,.'.~·.;· 

<,{('i,},:rrthe £aniily·.generally remained in one location until, thei.:school1 -/i 
.. :·~·/··:~,:~}i~,>1.\:·; 't · ·_:. : .. : .. =. ··-·~ . !/.. .· .. · . · · ,':-:.'./ (_~.·; r·;!·.·· .. ··:': f~. ':, <--~_}f.(\})t 

.\).}/3'.'',,Yeat' ..+as. over;'. In .fact, the ·cowgill survey showed >that' ,83%'H,'(:F 
~·~j\.:.,. ·\/ .. ·:. : ··~: · · · r · · · · ., · .. j -··. •

1:?'.~:'.;·1)?f,{~1~) 
\ )_/ff.'. of the people\ interviewed felt that trailer life either ... was,'.;-.:'\.',._ 
}>t,:,;/.-;:\ _: ·: · , . C . · · · · ·· · ··. . . '. · : .. ·· _· ., :. · ·. ~:.:,/':.'\'.··.;.".,';. 
;::('.'.;:\.:.J:,-f:not· a· detrime:nt or actually helped in· the education of 1· the·1r-;~,::\>t\i 
·~i·r:·.:/\\>··/.·:.:..... .·_. ··. -:'.' . - . ·- - . . . :~ -. -. - .. _.-_.k, ··:: /· ... ~. ·: .. ;.·~ .. -: .. (:._·\:;~'/\)( 

t;tt·;:· · children. In: Family. H the children could probably take·· p~t ·;'>,::,,\\, 

tii~?l in' school actl vi ties with t'lte securef eeung , that thet wo.;'1f i:?!~l: 

. ::::; ·::o:::I. ::::e a::n:h:n::::l t:h::~:r::::::·ie:::: [f Jtrr~tt 

:·, 
:-r'" 

. ''· 

I .. 

either friendly· or .very. friendly toward trailer children~:/·and '.)i?) 

none ::::u ::d::.f :::n::c:n:: i::::: :: .. ::: t::::i;r.·• trai:J}0tJ11Jll 
.· homes, many customs handed down from tradition had to be ·gi\i'~b 1)~.\; 

: ... ' ';,' . .-.::>:·_.:·:::./.~.( .. ,<~;/ 

;:~ • ::., m::e::::s o:.,::g::::\:::::~: :::::n:::n:: ::::t\'~iil~~i 
When the wtiter' s .family· was transferred from Gulfport,:,,\ \\./?;'.};/;/ 

Mi s's i ss ippi j tf • a~noi;tli~ ; J1m~~ii j her sott -l~oked . wist fu11Y/)!;jtf i 
at the toys· ai~d · other treasure being :·t1cast: by the waysidei:•~j}/\'.'\{j 

. '' .. -~- '-. ,· l~ - ' :;\ . . ~~ . ; . ! . ,t ~-" ... , .i;i .: \: :< 'r • '·, ,- . :~··_\t:f,\t!:'~::~::?r~: 
The_ ·adv:antages of. trailer: living_;foi-.'ithe _ e'.xpanding: ( -.. : ::.:.,;\;,:}:}::~-

~ ·.~':: ': . ,.:":!}, ' ·: .;.: ~- :-- ·,,: / i ·.: '. .. ' ·,.; ~: ·'.:-, ,, . ~/\' .:·: .• -i . .-:~/· .::< ·~: . .:-:/i·: ~.:.. .. ·:; . ::. . '~· '\:'/:~ ;:;:j :/\;( :, ;;, 

fami~;y ~n the fearly. days of trailers. would; be measured in :':-· :.;.::,\);.:,f;': 
· · .. ,; - · - . , .. ; · ·. , ,., · .. : ,_ · ···f!/Wtf;;:Yf:t 

·. termsofecon<>mical'living, being able.to,·-see .parts of the"\\'-i.(:'.' .. .'.: 
.. · .. !l.·.· ', ,• :·' ,', ,.:.·,:·- .. :/·:'5 . .-·.:.<~.::. ·. ~ .. /.~:·,( .. ~:.;,:;.~: 

countryj maki1ig'"numerous and. often ·1asting\triendships:and~·: ';(:/,>\ 

as to 
'.,\.:: ·. 

,. :· , . : ·~ ·. : I 
' : ·:. }'·\-'. . '. \ 

"t" 

. ~ '. ' 

·.;· .. <il' ' :- ~ .. '. 
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.The increase in size and the added convenience in 

,/day mobile .hom'es has greatly changed this picture; :.:::. ·.::_ .. 

Would pl4obablyii: have a three bedroom mobile home in order <to,·.,. 

·"·. 

' .... h: .•.. · ,::·.''.:· .. ':\\· .. 

have individual privacy or a place to entertain .friends •. : T~e: ., : 
, ., I.•' 
... ·:(.j 

,.. . · .. living area, often equipped with TV, makes an excellent· 'placi~~,:_j:':/,,,;: 

:·:(,{:U '. £()~: \this; 11urp~se. Many of the modern. trailers have 'exi~ri.or\;;,'.;.;~t~JJ 

. ; \ · · . :::::::t:::h c:::::b::t c:::;n:::n::t h::e;:p::::o::\::\;e·'/i{f 

. . ,·: .... 
,, :·· t 

. ,'.!'-'. 

' ' 
. ·t.·· 

typical mobil~ homes. 

The living and storage space in modern trailers is 
. . J~ '._ ,.. .. .. , .. ,. ;·. 

planned, and they of'ten have about every convenience and even ·'· · 

better planning than most modern homes~ Little wonder, ,then; .. ,.,a,/ 
. . :· •,,;,b·:: :,:·,:,.1:· 

· that .1,209poo mobile homes are in use today, housing. 3,480.,000i./;\\j 

peopl:f w:::i: ::::a::::::m:b::t $:~:5::1:F:: • a:: the familJ}J~ 
had children urder 18 years .. There is llll a~erage of abo~t)t;IJJ;t/,; 
one child.· of pre-school age to each two mobile homes and.· . ;,,o:,,. ::.·, ,:>:: 

. about one child to every four. mobile homes.:jn.~he ju~ior.- .· ~.\'i\;;/I)/? 

:::::r o:i::e st::i::e w:::u::H:e:8 :a::8:h::.~: :::: . :::n ?fiI(;iJf.[j 
one age group. l · ~n int~resting fact to be noted is that the ··•'<'.:'!.:a·'·:.>:; 

'· 1; ," ; .· ·" . ,• I: .,i · .. • . , .. ,:'·•.: . . ·.,. 

·· '. ·, ,.,, ;-.~ t·'· ! • • ~I·:·.. ·; .- . • i ·-._ ·:, ,· ;, .; ~: • ' •. ·:~~),·(\j:~·rr>\ 
number. of .chil,r:lr.en per'. family; is lower: than · the national;, · ;:,;,i.~,;}i:J.:/l.; . • ~.''·., .. ;-'_'. ·', ,:·. t.' ,· ·. > :,, · .. ' ·,, ' • r,,. '. :---< .''. .. < .; '. :··:, '., . . :·{\·.··;< ~~-.:\.>;~ \~:\,/·' '.l ···.,/ •\.'~,1·:·):fi>>{'.(J) 
average ·.,·and 'Varied ··in geographical divisions· of·;the United.''·.C:~},J\i,r, States. (3~p.s).• .••...•.. :t! , T .j\;i: • f':') · .;/)/'%/}) 

l, .· . 

.. ·· In spite 10.f the .increased size, areas for priv:11cy~ ,'··> ~ :,:<.:; 
. ;r··. . , , . 

attracitiv~. li.V!ing quarters and modef_n conveniences, the . . . . .. Ui'. : . . . ., ., .. '· 
trailetites hf:'te' the same pro~lems i~.):'amily living 'that :are ... r ·; .•... 

) 

, .. 
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, familiar to o:~cupants of apartments and small conventional 

~homes. Wherevet people live in confinement, problem~ are 

bound to arise. the solution lies in the conduct of the 

, f'amilies involved and governed to a large extent . by the 
. . . ' . ' . ' . . ' 

···:temperament, :intelligence, education and past 

the . family gr«?UP, particularly with :r~egard ~o the :parents .• ·, 

The ability to live in .close quarters where 

space is bound to occur, is infinitely more 

in larger homc~s where the occupants may choose the 

of privacy that suits their mood. 

In a study by Hobert Blood of two child families 

a housing development, permissive parents reported that· 

significantly _more of their activities. were disturbed by.··.· 

. ·•·noise, and that the privacy 
. . . 

than for restrictive parents. Al though more lenient, the_ 

permissive parents experienced more difficulty in 
' 

conformity even with the few limits they cho~e to 
. . 

In general, pe:1rmissive handling of 
. 'i . 

affected the.· lives of the parents •. 
. ,, 

. ' . ;f . ' . 

... _, . ' 

children,drastically 

Peace,and·quiet, 

less homes and obedient children wete sa~rificed by 
,! . . 

parents and cdfnversely gained by restrictive parents 
j•· • 

l! '.' 

. through, str'i~~( control of their children'.,.·, Ea,~h family 
. . 

individua,l pro;hlem, but these studie·s point to the need 
,. ' < < ' '. ' ib . • •. . ·, '·· .. , ',' C. e • • .• '·' •.. ··' • . • 

speCJal tec.hn~ques fOl" the handling Of parent:...child 

40 

in mobile home_s where living. space .. is necess-arily con.fined; 
·, '.:I, 

The degree of \>ermissiveness pra~ticed by' the. parents ha~ 

· much to cib wit1h:the ability of a famil.y' \o\'Iive in 
.,, .. ;(·~ty~>::·'·· 

·.· ;{tf B• 
•. ,,l,:.,;, 

.. ···•1[:'{<> 
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quarters successfully. The amount of time children ure 

allowed to play indoors aff ccts the use of the home by. other .. 

members, namely, the parents. In snlall apartments, play 
. . 

~ . . 

activities tend to spread from the children's bedroom to the 

liVing area. The extent to which parents permit this to 

· · happen pr.ovid<~s an indication of their permissiveness •. 

extent to whic:h children ;;u~e allowed to clutter the living 

room with their toys is another measure of parental permis~ 

siveness. Family interaction is increased when the total 

floor space is limited in relation to the number of 

members. Parents with a developmental idealogy are 

permissive with their children than are parents holding 

traditional concepts of what constitutes a "good child.tt 

Older childrerl are handled less permissively than younger 

Vulnerability 1of fixtures to damage i~ another situation 

~ariable infltiencing permissibility. ca~pp.84-87) 

The Contractiq.g Famil;y:: l<'amily C, representing the,'.·· 

contractin'g family group, can be thoug;ht of as consisting of 
·, 

a husband and .. wife who are both retired--the husband from 

his professiori and the wife from the ·child-bearing and'child- · 

rearing phases of married ltfe. Now that their children are· 

, '; grown and ha~~~· established' homes of their own, fewer 

occupants must be provided for in their mobile home. 
-. . ··' •li ·. '. 

· The use, elf the trailer home enables the. retired couple 

, to have the .. fr~eedom and independence of their own home, 

which would n~1t be the' case if they were · 11 Ying With their 
. . . 

chiidren~ . always been the case,'' h6wev:er ,· as/ 



.. , . '.JioYt stated. ttolder persons have characteristically been 

/;;::<: least mobile group: in _our·. population.ff Two .s-tudi~s have. 
',' ·.)/ ', : 

·· · : focused :att~nti<>n on their increasin·g mobility·. · Hit~;····· 

:> , found a· substaAtial increase in the migrat'.ion of 
',',. . .. •: .. 

. .. ).\ ;. ··~ • !: i·· \: \· : . ::f:/~-.: {·. : ·.: . 
-- . .c: ·.in thtf. decade '1940..:.1950 over that of 

,. , , . l . ' i.1 .. ,' d ' 

:i. 1· i· ,• ; : ' ·, '. ·1:. . 

.; ': - ' in 1950 over: 01'.le fourth of Florida's older people. were_ 

· 42 · 

:: 1~.'_:.,. \. ' :. !, .. ·" i. .. ··:' ii . ,r·,' \. :· l 

.. ·i:-· \_,:·; ':immigrants' '·intd. )the\ state·;-. {32-pp •. 361-370). T. Lynn Smi.th\ : 

"'.'?>:::~\'~n his. a~~lysi~- o·f._the problem, reports that the areas_'.,to:/ -

·.;·:\>.which the larg~st numbers of older people migrate are 
... :: 

\!.:', 'southern Calif()rnia, Florida and eastern Texas. (74-pp.15-18) '/ · 
' ,J - • 

' . ' . : . ' '. .. : . ,·\:\..:'./.· .. ~:~. 
old people leave friends., ) .:.:'.:,"' . , ,, v•.' ,,, There ar'e<several reasons why 

: relatives and other. associations. Among these are the ·follo~i''.>\::- .. 

transition from the economic dependence of '_:aged parents up~~_\/\:·,)\'.,}t 

· ::::::: :d e:::::t ot::::::::: ::::::: ;::::::m::;::~::~·~Jltlli:t1 
_ .. _,,.,, 39) .·._ < . ..:':::·?!:t/?Y?}~ 

". The reasoris given for preferring to 1iv~ iil a ret~r~\,jI;t;') 

'':' community are:: ·{(l) less disturbance from ,children. going ,to:, .~~;t~}::<i 

:::::: :::P:::p::i::::\:o 0::r:: ::: ;1;:t;p:~!::::t;~*f ?~f1!i:I~! 
in emergencies such as fire. .The advantage\of mobile home.·;;,:;-... t.~t(;}::.' 

. ·· .. , . . -. · .... · · . · • · · .::' ·. ·· . ·.;'.-.>~;- · '., · -:· _. .. · ... ·· ·. ··.·;\-:}(/ti.i)\~\t'.e 
living mentioned by 'retired people wefe e<!t>nomy (25<]6)": : .'(·::''/<'.J,\\' 

' •• ,: !'I• ' ' . ~ • ':, • • :' • , ,; ;,':>• ·, • ', ,.'{:;;'.~~·:~/./:./: 

. sociability and' activ-~ties (52%), l~ss ·wor.k·. in upkeep·. (13%), . / .. '.:' 
- . • ' . •,i ~ ' 

(100;6) • 
. :, .' 1'·· 



., . 
The contracting family group has fewer social problems 

. . :, 
than the othet two categories. The space.requiremerits ar~. 

l' 

, ·a minimum, .. an~~ their desires and requirements are £ewer,.: > .. ·· ... •··· 

. Furthermol"e, i~hose of'o otton hctndJ.od on a. cc:nnmunit,Y basis, 'as :. : 
:i' 

people in thi~~: category tend to congregate where they may, . 
. : ~ : ' ' : { . •:• { ~/. :···~, '. jf.j"'', : '' : 

•\as's;oc;i,~t,g' With, ot.h~U'Q .. gf i;;imilo:r O({;Q Qt" 4'-* they pUt it 

are in thE~ Same boat. 11 (32-pp.361-370) 
., 

. Accordin~~ to Talcott Parsons the social. isolation 

older people ~s more of a problem than financial hardship~· 
J~ '1 

.Solution to the problem is to develop communities composed> 

mainly or entirely of retired people, preferab~y in a suitabl;,J 
L 0' 

. climate. (61) · Mobile home communities are now well established.· 

in the Florida peninsula and·they enjoy popularity among 

: older retired :persons. · An outstanding example is the Bradenton 

· '!'railer Park .f'ounded in 1936 by the Bradenton Kiwanis 

and now the oldest.· and largest trailer park"· in Florida. 

p.32) 

This park has 1,118 trailer spaces_ arid all are kept,·· 

rented each year. Rental charges vary from $3.00 t~; $4.50 

per week, and each rental entitles the family to full'part 

cipation in thle · recreat.ional program,' a bas·ic :amount of ., · :··. ::.< .. 

• electricity, wiater, and! laundry and:·: ironing 1f'ac~lities\, :T}1~iy(;}\) 
' ' .: ,. ' ,i· ·. . . . ·'. ... i', . l i .' ;' '.' ».· '• ,1,,i' ... ' ' {J . • ,,·'.. ~ ' ',' ii .... ·.',., 

are located in: 9 utility buildings. distributed throughout the;.:{\;\, 
; . . ) . ·. . . . .. ··. . .. : •. ' '·. 'i' . ,,:. .. 'i? ,.:',,,;';; 

community.: All·. of these: prov~,de lavatory j.: toilet\ and, $howe~\f i!l.,/i 

/.'),;_facili t.i,es, an:d 4 have ·laundry and ironing 'rooms~ No ·residen~.'r,;;}; 

, 11 may b_e emplo;yed in M~natee County and the adjacent 
'.·', ·, . ·:·:' . 

to prevent competition o.nthe labor market. 



,,;o,·-·':'.";•·,. 

· ...• ;44·:: •. ·.:· 

·, / ~ . 
. . . ~1 .. 

; of .. the group J3pend 10 months or more .each .ye0 r at Bradent,ori 

The resi.dence .period varies with individuals, but_,' 12%. •:. 

. . ' ·, ~~ . . . 

}) .. > . .'and· -~t1.% or ·t11e· trailers have some permanent structure·'~d.de·d.C/ 
··:·· .. Jf<?~,r,\· · : .-: .: ..... : ..... x · · , · .·· · · ·I , 

·'.,· .,;;· .' .. : Which w_ould ~fevent .them from being mov.ed. The med~-~~-·-niori{~l)f 

' ,• . ~ ' . . 
. ~~· ·. 

· . 
. .,: . 

. ,,, ' 

..• , ~,.r - : 

is a recreational hall where 

events are. he;,J.d regula..rly. Leadership'in all cases comes·~ 

from residents of the community. Activities incluu.e :"po·t ·.-·,. <.\ 
luck" · dinners.: and shuffleboard. Most residents interv,iewedi'/ 

reported that .. they got all <>.X:, most of their .. recreatiort with~_r(> 
. \ ' 

the park. (32~pp.361~370) 

. As can.be seen from this analysis, the 

coritracting family types would probably be more satisfied · 

mobile home l_'iving · than would the expanding; .family. 
. . ,• ~l .• 

requirements. for space' .privacy an°d the sociability 
. . . ' . . . 

'j··· 

the children .in the latter familr group 'wo~ld st~ain tiie :_ 
~ ' '. :' ~ ·,: ). '; •, ' .. 

capa.ci ty '.of a,: mobile home. 

•· .; ,, 
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CHAP'l'l~1~ IV 

SOCIAL EF~fCTS OF MOBILE LIVING ON THE NEIGHBORHOOJ) .. 
AND THK COMMUNITY . · . >·: \ t,,:: L( ·' :\ 

i\. 

From: thJ: beginning of its populari({,·. the use· of. trailer.a::)'; 
. .-,:··., 

for housing. caused much discussion. by ;~sidents .. , a,nd'_c&.mm\uii!f rr 
. . . . ' . . . . ·. ·' . . { : '~- - .. 

off'icials~ · Some ·of the assumed problems concerned. taxation,· ;, ·::' 
·:,. . . 

education~ citizenship, sanitation, relief' and morality •. 
•'. ' ::: :,1·.:, 

Most o:f thes.ei problems were ."thought to be comm.on , to all: ·. ,.: 
:, . : ·~ ' 

transients, rather than only to trai.leri tes. 

From a s~rvey in 1937-1938 traileri tes were found to))~<:.\\ 
. . ·, .. ,• .. . . >'?~~/' 

a. representative: group of people who were' fairly well 'educated·:.,:\ 
,· :.· ··{\!.;\ 

and who place'd a high value on the education. of their.' ch{i~:eni(' 



·. · police protection, heal th protection, street .maintenance 
. . 

the operation(or parks and public buildings. They did not 

· .• ': app~eciate the?. hidden taxes that · the traileri tes were paying 

on rent, which_helped to cover the fees and licenses paid· 

by tl~e camps. , .. Really, communities should have welcomed thes~r<< 
, . , ·, . , , . I - ' ·, - ·, "·- ·' i· ;:,._. :>~ 

·people wba earned their· money elsewhere and spont·it·i~ 1thdir~"~ 

temporary· pla<!e of residence. The survey showed that the ... ·· 
\ , 

··'average yearly expenditure by a trailer family was $1056, some 

o:f which went for hidden taxes, and all of which was 

imported into th, community. (17-pp.80-87) 

·Sanitation was a problem in the early days of 

Many camps hadlfew facilities as the managers tried ,, 

" 
from spending much for improvements which decreased their.·· 

profits. Tra~;1erites liked orderly, neat camps with good_ 

facilities for: sanitation, and were willing to pay for these 

services. The: patronization of the better. camps brought).· 

ahout competi t,ion and caused the owners to improve. 

the majority o,f people were found, the most sanitary 
• . ,I 

were located, ;as the owners felt their responsibility. 
. . ' ' . . 

. ;,· .. 

· :Municipal inspection would have been a ·means for bringing 

about improvements~ · . In .fact,·• the· Trailer Manufacturer_f3 . 

· Association in: 1957 Rroposed a· municipal ordinance to 

and inspect cri1mps. (17-p.85) 

. Morality ;fualh"tehance was not a problem, .as the 
' ' /'··.·. . . . . . ' 

;i(' ·. 

of traile:rite-~f:\vere older, stable and well-adjusted pe~ple •. ·· 
. · · . iL····. - . 

The public had,'.li,ttle factual/ foundation for considering ':the 
··'·}··. : 

trailer\. a. liabJlity to most communities in the early 
•. • :1! 'f.'• ·-~·< _-·,_-)!/'~:,; . 



trailering. U~ducation of the trailer children was not a 

burden since t:hey were few in number'. The trailer people 

were treated hnjustly because they were mistaken for transients. 

irt every resp~ct. 

During the war period when housinit shortl.le;os occurred 

around defense1 plants, sanitation and overcrowded. condi t:i'.ons · . 

. were the worst in the history of trailer living. 

which was close to Ypsilanti and Detroit, Michigan was an 

excellent example. Professors Carr and Sterner emphasized .. 

the deleterious effects on family living and questioned 

whether or not satisfactory substitutes could be found for 

privacy, cleanliness and space in which children could 

He~lth of both children and adults was sub-standard;. with· 

.the prevalence of colds resulting from poor ventilation, 

over-crowding.and lack of proper sleep. (12-pp.154-160) · 

·• The above example of a war plant was not typical of 

averai~e situation existing during that period. 

was recognized that trailer populations were not relief 

problems, nor ~id ~hey bring immorality to 

In 1953 n~arly 2,000,000 people lived in trailer housesi 

but.people in the communities complained of 

···.··· .. ·as· in 1937 ~ . Richard Duke of l\lichigan State. C.ollege made··· 

· the 'statement 'in his. essay that communities should take steps· · " 

to· correct the.ir cliff icul ties ai'ter a study had been made of 

· ... irtheir specific: problems. '!'railer parks should be placed 
,. . ' 

where they would be to the advantage of all.; If parks had· 

good com~unity btlilQings; laundry, and re~r~ritlonal faciliti~s, 



;; .._'I ·i: 

"t. ~ ,-:, 

•,". 

···:i( 
,\;• 

·. · the residents'.1 would not encroach on those· of the_ 

(31-p.9) :~ 
,;/'. 
"i 

The escape of· traileri tes irom paying taxes and 
.. . ;;r . . . . 

·· assessments · Yras, . st.ill being discussed in 1953.. At. a 

meeting of Assessors·of the Association of Towns in 
; \.r ·. ·•' ....... : 

"i-". 

• ~ 't.'. I , I'., 

''.it was agreed:::'that the real property of, the' camp shou'id be\ ,!· 

·_ liable to assessment. The camp tax could. be .charged tO \h.e/): · 

trailer owner 1
: who' would then be paying some·': of. the cost·. of'.' . 

,,_ , ' . ·.,·. ; . 

gove~nment. (~l~p~9) 

The social pr()blems brought about by trailer livi,ng· ··ar\e. .,/Dt:Y 
not aS critic;.1 as .rormerly although much progress has. )'et':\i)kf: 

· to be. made. ~l'he .1a'ck of enough well pl_anned mobile home,'.· , 

parks with adrquate .facilitfos is strn a problem. ifo)Y~V~r,Jii:;f:; 
F .H.A' •. Mortgal~e Insurance was made available fo.r financing ;,)'.:\.:'.;:/,\ 

' ·.. .· ·, '-~~ 

mobile .home a11d travel trailer parks ._ in 1~55, thereby· g~".'1,11g;'.f/?;if: 
.' . • 1; . .. '' ' . ' , ' . , ··. _-.' . . · . . : , . '._:I·, ..... :<_·( ,_:;·: <·:-t(~.\/ 

·, .. : ·_ a great impetiis to park construction. At, present there 'are:,:./:-/:.:>;:: 

... well over. 13,?00 trailer parks, as compal'edwi~h almo~(,:i\.;).J;:if~ij 

2,000 in l938I (Fig. 9) Many communities realize· that mollile.··<</ 
.'· J::·. . . . .· .·. ~. . . .-: ·._ \ ··:· '~ ... ·' .. _:, .. ·.: '; . . . -_i<. i_· ._.._,. <~/:.:;.;~ ... /\?·',{\ 

homes are an asset to the.community .by bringing _in outsid~;)/':f.\?t/) 
. .. . t ·. . -. - · · ·- . ·.·- ·· · .. - · . •·· · , \> · .. ·· .: . ' ::: i .. ··::YiYiF:·~;~: 

· capital, and ~1re considering ,trailer parks. j.n ~heir overa,il.>i},:'_.i<i,;i, . · ·: ·f .. , . ·. ·. -·· · . · .. · - · . . : · ... · · · : :· · . >·_ · .. ::· '··: . . ; : ·. · . .-··.:;:··~· .. /~·~Y\.\\)'~f,'.:I: 
_ planning·. -•.. An;; example ··of this is 'Newton;: Kansas, where, i'n'.· ;:-r.:.:y·,}(: 

;·· 1-·, ·. ,·-~·': , ,,, .'. ·'/!; i /"r' /lfr . ~ . ._.,'., ... ;'', '} ,, · \J ~~/' . ···.·:-;-- ~ ~··-~i'\,.,:.··~; ~ ·.,·::·:~;·/·:· ,···.\,:··-:/ff>:.(/.'.·}.{ 
· ·. ··, - · 1958 an ·ordinanc·e was ,passed· to pr·<;>vide a·:.residential . .. :._; ·.' .)'.: 

'. ::·-··. ', ., . ' •.' ' ' ', '• ·':[ . . ' ' . ' ' '.. ' ' ' '·, .· .· : ·'. •,. ,,_.,. ' ... ·::\::,::,:)/, 
... ·environment with definite standards for ·mobiie ·parks·~:, .. ·In /J; 

• •. .'··.'.- < .... ...1~~.:. --~;- ~ . _· .' ,··'-'•·,; .' . ,; ·- •'' :· ..... ~:- · .. •,··~··,,· ·.~ . ··,.ft·.': .. :. ·.·· .. :.:: ....... : . :_- .. . ..,::.':} (/ . 

. this way, their .. 'ctevelopment wou1a:ue arit--as~ei-·to·t11e··,~<>mmunitY/:·x: 
' ' \ . ': .- ' '!!. : .': . ' ' . ' '' ' . '. ' ·· .. ': ' ' . '. ';.: ' . ·,. ' ' '. . _,:; 

Sinc.e evc~ry. tenth;,,·new home in the United States ··is a 
., .. · ,·,: II • • •. 

'·, 

~-. : , ,: 

,·, .. ·. ;, :i,' .· 
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Figure 9.--A, Distribution of 'Lrnl1cr 1.HrrkM :ln 10;~7 L U, 
distribution of trailer parks in 19G8 •. 

·. Source: A,_ Mobile Homes: A Study of Trtlilcr Life, Cowgill. 
B.,_ t-Woodall Is Mobile Home_ I?'arlt Director_y, 1959 . , ._ 

: '.(. 
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THAILEU CAMPS BY REGIONS 

., : ,···) ',. ~ 'l 

·• 1 :•,!,! 11 Re~ion 

New England 

:Middle Atlantic 

South Atlantic 

East North Centra1· 

West North Central· 

East South Cehtral 

West South Central 

Hoclcy Mountain.· 

Pacific 

Total ·:t·. 

ii· 

Number .. 

.1 94 

·.152 

401 20~.~ 

404 20 •. 4 

203 10 •. 2 

76 3 •. 8 

188 9 •. 5 

176 8 •. 9 

281 13 •. 2 

1,975 

1.· . :Jr 
:, . FIGURE 10 

Distribution]: of. trailer camps in the 
t - · 1937,;..38 and 1958 

' . ]\.>:·'· ' . ' . ' 
,;;·· ,:.;:> 

. ~-'. _: ijf ~?Y{/) \: -... 

,;;;iit},?'" ' 

1058 
Number 

398 

, l.,242 

_2,194 

2,.042 

972 

392 

1,392 

1-,697 

2,915 

.13 ,244 

United·states 

50 

...... ' . 

% 
_>3.,0 

9 •. 4 
.. 

1.6.6' 

1.5 •. 4 
·, .7 .. 3.' 

. a.o 
10 •. 5 -: •'d ... 

12.'.8 ,. 

22!'.o 
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.,,1:,,· ;.·;·;.:::'.'· 
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.the. landscape by early trailer parks could have caused the 

. · ·end of the in.dustry, but, surprisingly, prosperity has 
/. 

cont~nued_ in )the. selling of bigger and better p1•oducts. 

"··'\''.<:)>·l'iai.t'\~£' tlie p:flrks are still inuuequate, and some eominuniti~s:· · 
. ' ; 

· .. ·,· .. ~ .... have been abl1e to ignore .their trailer camps. Some towns 
': •~·;,,J.·:· '~;\.•.,,· : _(.-~·: ,·i. / ~- 0 ,.!." ··,. ,\ ;:,,I .• 

i '.f ··: ;·< ana· cities have "excluded trait er courts from their boundarie$ ··.;-'ti.V-. •.!1i;•ttl•"i.•, , • •., • • • 

· .. ' , :·.··:· or put them i:n industrial or commercial .zones where ~they· 
.·,;·,~/> ' 1·'. , .~, :.·. • .;~ \ . , , 

·'•,. 

.· .. · -.~ •. 

) absorbed· ill' tJ~e unsightly surroundings. (24-pp~ 127-13i) 
li 

An example of· typical city zoning of whi.ch Foggarty. was ·y: 
. . . ··'·: : .. · .... '' 

: . 'speaking is· iin Stillwater, Oklahoma. 
(:, :·' . . . 

In a discussion~byih~~j 

author with tlhe mayor. of that city, it was learned that­
:[." 

_trailers can~· parked anywhe~e within. the city limits\·: 

'·· :::v::d w::a:(::~r::e::;. ::::1:. :::i::v:f,~:~:i:::: ,P:::;J~I}i~ 
petitions ~lvfrig. permission.' Only two t~al.lers may· be . ,: "':;/:".;i:>,lX 

parked on a T~t.' · City zoning requires ,that trailer ~~:~i~:.:;_'..'t(::;/J;,?} 
. .• it·. . • '' • I"• 

be located in![t~e' business district.. ?hi,s:,was though{'b:i'.~;t~~:?f\r 

mayor to be afinistake.:. He stated. that. :the~'..'.~,~dinance should::+?:f?i-

. be changed b.eJbause of the fire hazard.' .· . ·, ·. ·.' :/ft\,:fj\ 
. Ji . . - .~ :- < i ·;· ,:,-:.: 

California, Arizona and Florida, which•.:~laim one-third:;::_) ·.,-:-

::e ::1 p::t1:re p:::::r ~: ,:::::t ::::d:d:tr:'.:i~t;i~;::::··. :r.:. ~i .. :.:.~.·.:.;l;.'._
1~.;_\ 

. ·::. . .!\ . . \~,,, ,., ':-'····. ·. . . ' ' ,· -~ --."~ • 

example, a. gri~up of developers have propo~t?d a·· niul ti.;..1:evel · ·"/>ift:i 
ll t • ., ': ,.I , , "':. , .- • ~ ~ 1 ~ , • f -' ~ ,:'.;,, ·~ 

"apartment ho11se .. project for mobile homes ·,vhtc.hf.is 10;.become:--'i: j 

a reality wi{bln .. t,hree::years. · (65-pp .• 25~29)(~:i.g.'. i1)·. , ;'.;\:ft 
.. ' .··.,. •.f:·.:·:. •.'' ··· .. '' 
,. I£. commul/lities· would impose stringent· standards c;>n park · ?tf 

·- ..... - ;·- .. . - .. -· ·/.'.:.,.~~L..1 .. · ... ·, .. _· .. · ... :1~~ ·. . -· \.~ .. · .. :: ·: ... :·· .· .. ,_-_,: ::.-· .. ,., . 
, .:-' , ,,: .; .. co~structi~ft ~texcessiVe ·.·profits by owners: would. be ,intp<>Efsible ~-. 

.-,,. _; '.'·. 

I \"'l, 

1 _ ..... · 

... ·: .. ··, .···.·::· .··. 

I••, 
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··· .ir· ~-
. ~ ;; ;I .,, _ti 

··~L.·· 
Figure '1.i~.;..-~~oposed.{·m~'i-ti~ie~el 'hP,ilr~ment 

. · .. 'vr<>ject .;::: \., ... . ,' .. ' .... , . .., . '· 

S.o~~·~·e: :,.Mobi'ie. Homes' Ma~U:factures. Association', 
::_. 1~.fibi" , :;.'.;.i;.(.\. 
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Thi~ty states at present have statutes fot' licensing and .~ 

· regulating mobile home and trailer parks, Usually, regul~iions1 

·•.\.by the community are in regard to health and safety. As for 
.· taxation, both parks and trailers are taxed in most states.:<i.'·, 

.,:.\; .This may be· ,in the form of license fees in addi.tion t<> high~\ 
: ' '>\·; .·,\: ·: : ~'I ·, • ':;'J·. 

h way, personal or. real ··estate' licenses .• , . in this way' .. some 

. '' .. 
·. ",.I 

·,'. :., .·' 

revenue is collected .for the services that trailer· park .. . ·, 
,, 

families receive'.: ('56-p.25) One noticeable problem is.that: 

ordinances do not go far enough in regulating parks by. 
' . 

requiring higher standards •.. Many of them faii to meet 

minimum property reqll.irements set by FHA to determine the ·Y· 

eligibility of trailer parks for mortgage insurance •. ··. FHA · 

standards banned the gridirort plan of' parking~. and pres'crihed 

no specific requirements except that adequate spa~e· must ·~e~· 

set aside for recreation and buffering. If 

to accommodat·~ today's large trailers, 3000 .square feet per\} : 

··· lot . is thought to be necessary, excluding a 200·.foot 

for· play and irecreation. Architect George M~ramoto, a.,··.· 

consultant· foi~ Mobile Homes· Manufacturers ~ssociation, :is· 
,. 

· one of the f'ew architects who specializes in trailer park: • .; ,:, <~:.:~-. . ,·.: .. 
.· .. ; • .. design •. In 01:-.der. to have adequate space ,,fOf,: c.l~,se .lJy~n~ <;· 

. · ·· ······. ·•· · without a s!'aitered ~ook, Muramoto suggest:s\h~i.'~2~0· ~qJietJ.9/J 
feet should be' the maximum. Par-k design would be gr~atl;,.:': .,·};;/·': ::L: 

'improved if'. park owners used ,that amount of' space' in 'planning'·\-:,:.~~ 
. . . :-. (·.· ' . . ' .... 

angled lots o~ ones in clusters of' £our or 'more~ : ·Ten f'e~~ 
. . :f. i . . . . ' . - . . . :. 

of "iandsca11ed iarea around the par kin~. would. sep'.arate it from\ . 
. '. ' ·, ·,:' '· .. :[· -:.- . . . · .. 

' ' • .. I. • • 

the rest :~r:t.1e;:environment. ·. The.·utilities· shouldbeunder·:...':. 

·ti1: "' /( ; : •.. . ' 

,• ;,.,/: ,•:,,.:/ ':· :,'.:''. I. 

'' /• 
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. ground. ·. Conce.rn should be given to the width. of the streets.'·:.: : , .. 
,1 . ., ,· ,·,' 
Ii ' ,. ' '• 

and walk~, aml. 'to· the i'ighting i-:~'qti1pements within the park~··.: 

·· .: ,,:, .. '.·.:",Adequate: zonirig · ord~nances would aid in placing parks in ·mor; '.:: 
.. f 

·"', , 'suitable loca1\on~. (Fig. 12.) 
.. ~··., 'i . . l( . ' 

;,: ·· ··. ·As. a res~l t of the mobile home manufacturers' desire 

th~·· Mob:il(} HomJ. Corp~~at:{~:n:'.\ 
' ,, ; ', .,·' ·1..,.J~ '. • ·~· . ~;. .' • ' 

: '•i .-: 

. ,• 
•. · .J•i. . 

(· '.' : .. t.·> :('pr ltlOt'e and bett.er .. trailOl' parks~ 

of . :,'· \· i .. :;··';,,, w~s: .founded ... The group encourages the construction 
... \ ._.;,;. ·.·., 

i• bet.ter parks by offering blueprints and construction p~'Jcecih~:e}'<: 
. . - . 

~~ts to prospective ~ark operators. (47-p.34) 

Communities are also beginning to.see the 

,::>, :-'/::~aking plans ·r:or better trailer park· zoning, so that the 

··, · ,; \ .. trailer commun'i ties may become an asset to the env.ironinent ' 
.·- .-,,/ . ( .-···; 

. Strict zoning ;in many cases has made it 
. , .. 

. . . . :i ~ . .. . ··. 
0 operators to ·~[se ·desirable sections of land; therefore} ·.· 

. ~t 
zoning· laws a~:e having· to be altered. 

il . . .. 

Because o;f greater competition between park owners,. 
!\-

technological :;advancements in the construction' of: trailer.· 
1{-

homes, increas:ed income of trailer owners t and. efforts of 
'.'., .:,'. • i:-- ·. • '. · . ' • • ' • ·.··- ·. . : ._•. • ... );: I.", 

,· .. ,;.>, .. > .. various mobile: home associations;.the standards ·o.r trailer'·':, 
·.' \•' .;:,-·. ,:· • '• '' ' • •. . if. : • I : • ~ ' • '·: ... '•, ' ' • • ' • •: • . ~ ; ( ' '•' ·, • ·: ,"' .··., ,, j ·I, 

parks have r:i,s·en •. and .parks are bec_oming 
. > . •, . : ·: t/; , ; , I' .;.,: .. ;;. 

attractive.··.· ···i: ···• . · 

:; :.~ ·· ·> i ::: r · . ,J>.:1 · 

.. ,· 

···.,:\':\-

.. ,.·?. 

.'.,.,; 

' ,•·.· .. ' ... ' 
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a ltu::~:: ,;::s s::::~l conclusions that can be drawn ft):{/):'.fi.l 
;;'. _First:, there is evidence that at vresent mobile:·:,lfv;~n~?/:\,tJ: 

is. a permanent way of life in the. United States;·. Ther·~, ar.e {}/:J 
. . . . ' .. . ,· •' ... · .- '; . ::: .. /}~:~:~'.f~·.>?t·t-: 

three major groups of people· in particular who . find that.:,.>,':<:;;::::' 
. . . ;' '·. · .. ,· .... ·.· ~ ·· .. : :<;(·~'.: ("i·:··<~: 

trailer livirig suits their .needs. There ·are those who. :nee'd :.\'.' . ·\.>>~:: . 
... to move frequently. in the line of their job or profession/:-~ ,.,_ ,.\ 

. . . ·. . . ; .. :. ·.:: .:.::L·i: _ _., .. :/: 
These are classed as semi-:-p_ermanent or permanent residents:\{':::(:!\. 

, . . ' .·.-.. :.'.' .··· .. ·- ... ~- ,.'\·,:·\·· .. '..~/)~' 

such as .the i~etired, students, defense, construction: and.>::,/:;:,:, .. ::?) 
; . . . . . . :·;.-. ·,(:.r',:.<· .. ·:·.-.: 

other workerir, who make: up the largest number of mobi~~ h~m:t:j})\j} 

. owners. The·:: next group of people. of importance is temporary,,c,.;·:_:: . 
. . · . - . . · ' · ·.,.:·.>::·:·.'If); 

users or vac~:1.tionists. The ·third group uses trailers for . :·::):Jc:: 
. ' ::· : . . . ' . '... . ; : . . . . . . . :.>.; ,· ·.·:- ·:· :{?~~:·;'{((i\f 

purposes othc~r than residential--for business, :·profession~!\/}(;:· 
'·' .,.. . ·.;·· ' ,,, 

mobile dwellJlngs fill their..· needs ·since;:_tlley 
)!·' 

. where sheltet is 

· in an. economic type of housing is found., · Trailers hay~;arid.:.)/(.;.\·. 
' ., ' '' I' ' ., 

1 
: ' •r"' • ' •.'' •' , ' ' I •· : :,~~ '. '·;, • ,' ,• I· ,; • '• • , ',,:.\'. {~ :'.· ;~ t;-;';;):i·.},~~~~:{·j,::!;~(·.? 

will cnntim,H! to fill, tµe gap between· housing .shortag.~s, ;'\·:t':; ~.;:,:\:t 
• ... : .'. ·,' :. I '-·t:• ''.•,.i ·~. :. \ • / ;_.,·_,.·,; (: ... :,; ,'<, .. :! b ~., • • ",._'/ .';.;.: '.:}: i:,1./·.,:..../ .. ,": .. :::~[t'f 

·during: emergE:ncies such· as were found at immediately.;. ;.:,-. -:) · >/.}.: 

• expanded defense efforts·, constructibn p~ojects and ··disaster.~\'~.:}:: 

areas. •a~+s-on-wheeis" .. ;.;ll. a~so continue tO · sup~ly < '.t t}' 
people with a conf'ortable home when the cost of.conventional- · 

'.; . :· .;, ):' •• ••• •· .... ;; _; i' •. ·~ _:., ':·. • ' ' ' • ' • •• ' •' •. :. •. 

hottsil).g !~; t.~t<> ... h_ig~; .: This ~ontemporary, . up-to-date home 
... ,, . '.··)/:' 

'··. 'I. 

,·. ·., .. ,, . -, :·· , ;, . . . ~ 

·: · .. :,:·:-·:· ·. 

·1,;. ,.···,. : 
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will not only fill the need for shelter, but will also 

satisfy the ~emands of people who desire economical,' comfor­

table and spacious living quarters similar to that found i~ 
·. ' . . . ' ,;_ . 

a conventiori~l type house. 

Second, it has been shown that the manufacturers o.f,·, 

trailers hove been very cooperative in trying to better 

· conditions for people owning the dwellings by finally · 

adopting a code of standards in mobile home construction •. 

Manufacturers have revolutionized the trailer by making use · 

of. technological developments and adding partitions, doors;: 

and bathroonls like those in conventional homes.· These · 
"ii 

details wer~lacking in the early trailers, ~nd this 

development has given the members of the family more 
;i 

dual privaciland spaciousness . 
. ,. 

Third,. :~he. Park Division of the Mobile Homes Manufact'urers 

Association ·:~ave .al so supplied information, plans and. 

constructio~proeedures to prospective park operators 

encourage mo~e ~nd better mobile home ~arks. 

parks have r:ecreational areas, laundry and storage facilitie 

· and adequate(plumbing, electrical, and water sipplies •. 

mobile homesiand park construction are really big busines~ .''. 
1 • • > ' •• ; ~ ; •• ' •• 

be~lu,s~,:.~:f\ .. .ti~i; mo.~~y ::'.fnv.~lved ,· the f edera.l' governm~nt' h~~· 
, giv~n aid to:l park owners by F.H.A •. insurance. loans. To 

• . . 1' ,' .,, ., . 

f~i-th~~:th.e :frend. of popularity in· trai1er .buying 
l--·· 

pa~k·~onstrubtion, lenders of money, after"a lo~i 

scepticism, ~ave become mor~ lenie~t with loans. 

realize parks owners are.\not 
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... '. . . if . . .•. ' .58. 

, . people of th~: lower economic level· and are -substantial 
t .1~ 

citizens while· livi'ng fn the community. · 
. ···;i'.. . 

,;J· .. · '· '· Finally{ community officials are changing their . 
. : .. : . ..::~,. . ' ' .. " ' . ' . ' ', . t . .' . .' 
.i.11: attitudes toward trailerites. Future. City planner~ a:re 

.:.-~:t· . . .•\ 

;f>>(p.lacin.g ·mobile home parks in more desirable locat'ions .for::· 
·\'·::-~f.::· :'> .·~---.: · •. ·\ ·. ' ·. ' .• ··• '·,··>·; :. :!'t' 

:.,; '· petter family living. In the beginning, trailer people.: were:~ <);i1 

'4 
•, '; -

· ,· thought to be non-supporters of community· services arid· 

lacked leadership in· community affairs. After more hniform· 

. systems of t~:xation among the various states,:· zoning ancl ·:.:: . 

· .. coding ere initiated, these r.esidents will be more weicom~': 

in .the commun:ities where they go. This ~i11·· 1ead to·; 
. . . : 

better understanding.between permanent residents and.mobile 
>· 

home ownersj b,tit improvement • is being mode, especially s~~1ce ·:-;:::::~:,. 

· the trailerites hav;e proved to be no poorer or no less. 
. . . 

morally sound than the ~ermanent resident •. 

st~?nas of,owning trailers have more or less 
. . 

. mor.e _and· more' p,eople are taking to the roads.with 
'• .. '. 

0 houses-on-wh!,:!els."• 
_it. 

.·.·,,. 
··: 1;, 

.,r} 

;,/ . 
·,' 

\ .. f, 

' ~ \ ! 
···,,::·.:·,-.: 

•' • I ,~', ,' 
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