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CHAPTER I 

THE REASONS FOR THIS STUDY 

'lhere are several reasons for having conducted such o. study as this. 

Mostly they are involved with the sweeping soci_ological changes taking 

place in our country todo.y. It is certainly no secret that America is 

experiencing a vast reorientation from a rural to a.n urbanized culture. 

Most notable is the disappearance of the on-the-farm farmer and the rap

idly growing phase of agriculture known as 11Agribusiness 11 • Yet, tJ1e lat

ter has not begun to absorb into its ranks of employed the number of those 

previously earning a livelihood on the farm. In addition, we are experi

encing today an appreciable drop in the number of those training in ag

riculture on the higher educational level. 

For instance, in 1950 as a freshman entering Oklahoma. State Univer

sity as a Dairy Production Ma.jor, there was a total enrollment of 1,710 

students in the School of Agriculture. But when returning fourteen years 

later to complete the work for the M. s. Degree in Agricultural Education, 

there were only 1,168 students enrolled in Agriculture. Meanwhile, dur

ing thj_a span of time, 1950 to 1964, the total Un:tvcrsi ty enrollment rose 

from 8,517 to over 1~,ooo.1 

Another reason for this study is to determine the extent to which 

graduates from Oklo.homa High School Vocational Agriculture Departments 

1Figurea obtained from the Office of the Doan of' Agrioul ture, o. s. u. 

1 
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are taking up farming as an occupation or are entering the rapidly expand

ing field of "Agribusiness. 11 In brief, to what extent are these gradu

ates using their vocational agricultural training? 

Third, an attempt was made to determine the relationship between the 

degree a boy attained in F. F. A. work and his present occupational status 

and the relationship between a student's location of residence--on the 

farm or in town--and his present occupational involvement? 

THE SCOPE OF THIS STUDY 

This study involves one-third of all Oklahoma high schools having a 

program in Vocational Agriculture and includes every graduate in voca

tional agriculture of those high schools over the past five years-

classes 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963. 

THE METHODOLOGY 

As a means of conducting this investigation, it was decided that a 

study of one-third of all Oklahoma high schools with vocational agricul

ture departments would be sufficient to.produce conclusive or sufficiente 

ly indicative results. Such a sample was chosen on a rc1ndom basis deter

mined by the indiscriminate· drawing of a number from one to three. The 

number "three" being drawn, every third school thus listed on the alpha

betical list of high schools with vocational agriculture in Oklahoma, 

was chosen. Thus, from the total of 383 schools, 127 were selected. Of 

this number, however, four were found to be new departments in operation 

for only one to four years. Resultingly, these were removed and four 

other schools randomly chosen to complete the total of 127. 



TABLE I 

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS .Ml""D STUDENTS INCLUDED IN THIS STUDY BY DISTRICTS 

Nm:BER OF NO. OF SCHOOLS .% OF TOTAL NO. OF STUDENTS % OF TarAL DISTRICT SCHOOLS JN % OF IN THIS STUDY SCHOOLS BEING srUDIED STUDENTS EACH DIST. TOTAL BY DISTRICT :rn STUDY BY DISTRICT IN STUDY 

1~0?.T:-~AST 85 22.19 33 25.98 1.,285 27.75 

NORTE-TEST 75 19.58 18 14.17 679 ]4.,-+5 

SOUTHWEST 92 24002 34 26.77 1.,188 25065 

SOUT:IBAST 89 23.24 26 20.)-+7 956 20.64 

CSli'i'RAL 42 10.97 16 12.60 523 11.36 

TOTAL 383 100.0 127 100.0 4,631 100.0 

\..,J 
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Table I shows the results of this random sampling procedure. 11:1.e 

data indicate the number of: schools chosen for this study and their dis

tribution over the State by Districts. Also included in the Table is 

the total number of' graduates involved in this study and their distri

bution among the five districts. 

A questionnaire was created (See Appendix) to obtain the following 

information: What ea.ch graduate is now doing occupationally, when each 

individual was graduated, to what extent the student participated in 

F. F. A. work (the F. F. A. degree he attained) and the location of 

ea.ch individua.1 1 s home - on the farm proper or in toi-m. 

The names of ea.ch school 1 s graduates over the past five years were 

subsequently obtained from the State Office o-J: Vocational Agriculture and 

typed on the questionnaire by classes. '!his information a.long with a 

concise list of instructions was then mailed to the Vocational Agricul

ture instructors by name. 

The questionnaire was so constructed as to require only the simple 

checking of the appropriate box to indicate the infonnation being sought. 

This was an attempt not only o.t facilitating the processing of this ques

tionnaire but also to help keep it as objective as possible. 

A letter from Mr. J. B. Perley, State Supervisor of Vocutiona.l Agri

culture, explaining the nature and importance of this study wo.s included 

with each questionnaire. Ninety.;.two percent of the questionnaires woro 

returnod. 

1ho students were studied on the ho.sis of four different classifi

co.tiona1 Vocational Agriculture District, Your of Graduation, F. F. A. 

Degree Attained a.nd fypo of Student. This latter classification involved 

the location of the student's home and whether or not he or his fnmily 

wua i'o.rming any land. 'lhia oa.togory was further broken down into four 
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subdivisions: Country Fa.rmer, Town Farmer, Country Nonfarmer, and Town 

;J.o!.:,, Nonf'o.rme r. 

A "Country Fa.rmeril includes those graduates who had lived on a f'a:rm 

and farmed the land while a "Town Farmer11 includes those who lived in 

town but were actively engaged in farming. The other two cla.ssif'ications 

were just the opposite. A "Country Nonfarmer11 graduate was one who ha.d 

.,.JLC lived on a :f'arm but did not f'arm the land; and, the 11 Town Nonfarmer11 in-

eludes those who lived in town and did not farm. 

The five Vocational Agriculture Districts are designated: North-

east, Northwest, Southwest, Southeast and Central. The f'ive years in-

elude those graduating classes of' 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962 and 196;. Arid, 

the three F. F. A. Degrees are: Chapter Farmer, Junior Master Farmer 

ov•'Jro 
\.., and American Farmer. 

Jf 

T 

'.) 
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CHAPTER II 

SURVEY OF LITERA1URE 

On the subject of the ,Occupational Status of Former High School Vo-

cational Agriculture Students, there is a wealth of material from several 

states. However, the great majority of work done in this area in Oklahoma 

was found to be conducted either before 1959 or not specific and applicable 

enough to be considered in this study. In addition and of notable im-

portance, of all the studies consulted, not one involved a total popu-

lation even approaching the number of students included in this survey. 

As a result, it seemed wise to refer to a few studies from other states 

as well as the ones most applicable from Oklahoma. 

According to Grimes 1 in a study of 104 Virginia high school graduates 

over the ten year period, 1951 to 1960, 26% were in the Armed Forces, 

12.5% in farming, 51% in non-agricultural occupations and 8% working 

as day laborers. A study conducted by Nelson 2 caverning 453 Minnesota 

graduates six years after graduation indicated 75% of them in non-farm 

occupations including military and educational programs. He further 

isolated the fact that the majority of those leaving the farm left 

within three years of graduation. Less than 33% attended any kind 

1Melvin W. Grimes, "Occupational Status of Former Students of Voca
tional Agriculture of the Russell Grove School, Amelia, Virginia, from 
1951 Through 1960." (Paper, The Pennsylvania State University, 1961). 

2Theodore M. Nelson, ••The Occupational Status of Minnesota Farm 
Male High School Gracluates, 11 (Thesis, University of Minnesota, l':.161). 

6 
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of post high school educational institution. 

Reid3 conducted a study in 1960 of' 159 Colorado graduates of the 

y~a.rs 1945 to 1954. He f'ound only 10.7 % fanning, 53.4 % in noni'arming 

occupations o.nd the remaining 55.9 % in military service, college or 

4 
other miscellaneous a.cti vi ties. A 1961 study by Wyatt of Iowa Former 

F. F. A. 11 Chapter 11 and 11 State 11 Farmers (100 of' each) indicated that 

roughly 55 % more 11 State" Farmers entered post high school education than 

did the 11 Chapter 11 Farmers while 71 % of' the former group attended agri-

cultural colleges as compared with only 53 % of the latter group. 

A much more favorable report agriculturally was conducted in Ohio 

by Bender5 who found that out of 1,335 graduates 66 % were engaged in 

farming and farm related occupations during their first year out of 

school. 'Ihis figure dropped to 60 % at the end of five years out of 

school. Of this nwnber 25 % were farming full time and almost that many 

were farming part time. This drop indicates that in some instances part 

time farming is an interim engagement pending the entrance into full 

time employment. 

Finally, in an Oklahoma conducted survey, Best6 found 19.o6 % of a 

study of 42 boys to be engaged in farming. These results compare most 

7 

;,,Hicho.rd A. Reid, IIOccupn tiono.l Status And Vnlues In Vocational Ag-
ricul turo Truining. 11 (Ma.oter 1 s Report, Colora.do Sto. te Univorsi ty, 1960 ). 

\rindol Lee Wyatt, 11 0ccupa.tionu.l Status Of Former 11 Chuptor11 and 
11 Sta.te Parmors 11 in the Iowa. Associo.tion, li\tture li'o.rmors Of' Alllorica.. 11 

( 'lhesia, Iowa State University or Science o.nd '.l'ochnology, 1961 ). 

5ria1ph Edward Dender, 11 '\·lho.t I s Ilo.ppening 'l'o Ohio I a Voco.tiona.l Agl'i
cul turo Gro.duo.tos. 11 (Nonthesis study, 'lho Ohio Stu te Univorsi ty, 1961 ). 

6 
Harvin G. Best, 11 A Study of' li'ormor Vocn tional Agriculture Stu-

dents of the Whitaker State Home. 11 (Report, Oklo.hoina State University, 
1959 ). 
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favorably with studies done by former Oklahoma State University students. 

Hamburger? in 11.A. Study of Occupational Distribution of Agriculture 

Graduates of Chilocco Indian Agricultural School" found 26. 7 )6 of the 

former graduates farming. 

Lefors8 found that 21.0 % of the former students of Checotah High 

School were farming. 

Adams9 studying four eastern Oklahoma High Schools found 19.5 % of 

the former agriculture students farming. 

Joyner10 in a study of the Mountain View High School determined 

that 16.J.i. % of that school's agricultural graduates were farming. 

Gaines11, in a study of four western Oklahoma high schools, found 

20.1 % of their former agriculture students farming. 

?John James Hamburger, "A Survey of Occupational Distribution of 
Agriculture Graduates of Chilocco Indian School." (Problem report, 
Oklahoma State University, 1954). 

8Neill Lefors, "A Study of 322 Former Vocational Agriculture Pu
pils Relative to Marks Received, Supervised Farm Training and Leader
ship, Present Occupation and Income Received.n (Master's Thesis, Okla
homa State University, 1952). 

9otis Steele Adams, "A Study of Former Students 
culture in Four East Central Oklahoma High Schools." 
Oklahoma State University, 1942). 

of Vocational Agri
(Thesis report, 

1001en Joyner, 11A Study of Former Students of Vocational Agricul
ture." (Thesis report, Oklahoma State University, 194.2). 

11a. E. Gaines, "A Study of the Activities of Former Students of 
Vocatio'lal A13riculture in Four West Oklahoma High Schools. 11 (Thesis 
report, Oklahoma State University, 1942). 



CHAPTER III 

THE RESULTS OF THIS STUDY 

In the State of Oklahoma there are a total of .?83 senior high 

schools with 'V'ocational agriculture departments of which one-third or 

127 were used for this study. During this five year period a total of 

13,658 students was graduated from Oklahoma's Vocational Agriculture De-

partments of which 4,631 or 55.91 % are involved in this study. 

YEAR 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

196; 

TO'l'ALS 

TABLE II 

NUMBER OF HIGH SCffOOL VOCA Tl ONAL 
AGRICUL'.LU:RE GRADUATES BY YEAR 

2,200 
2 

2,621 

2,914 

2,949 

2,974 

13,658 

GRADUATES IN 
'.I'H IS S 'ruDY 

BY YEAR 

895 

875 

961 

952 

950 

4,631 

% 01'' TOTAL 
BEING STUDIED 

1Figurea provided by the State Office of Vocational Agriculture, 
Still wa tor, Oklahoma.. 

2'Ihis figure is an estimate only. 

9 
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The figures presented in Table II would tend to indicate that some-

'where along the line we are losing our young men f'rom the realm of agri-

culture. For while the number of fourth year vocational agriculture stu-

dents has been increasing year by year, the agricultural enrollment at 

Qclahoma State University, for instance, has been decreasing. Certainly 

this can not be considered due to any extent wha. tsoever to an academic 

inadequacy of this Institution. 

TABLE III 

OCCUPA'l'IONAL STATUS OF GRADUATES OF HIGH SCHOOL VOCATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE IN OKLAHOMA FROM 1959 - 1963 

STATUS OF STUDENTS NUMBER % YES_; 
NO YES 

FAPJ,lING 3,790 841 18.16 

AG. OCCUPATION 4,126 505 10.90 

AG. COLLEGE 4,062 569 12.29 

OTHER COLLEGE 4,012 619 13.;7 

OT.HER SPECIAL ED. 4,422 209 4.51 

AHMED PORCES 3,870 761 16.43 

NONAG. OCCUPATION 3,108 1,523 32.89 

UlIBI,:PLOYED 4,1184 147 3.17 

STA TE RESIDENCE 4 1,226 2,926 63.18 

DECEASED 4,609 22 .118 

;Thia does not add to 100 % because many students are in more than 
one category. 

4 
Those "Out of State" o.ro reprooentod in tho 11 No 11 colunm und those 

11 In Sta.to" in tho 11 Yea 11 column. Also, o.11 thooo listed us being in tho 
Armed F'orcoa whooe residential location was not indicated, wore plucod 
in the "Out of State" group - which would tend to keep this reh\tively 
high peroento.ge from boing qui to oo oignificunt. 
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The data in Table III are the complete results of this study of 

4,6;1 graduates with regard to their present occupational status, loca

tion of residence (in State or out of State) and those deceased. TI1is 

information will be considered in the following sections of this chapter 

in each of the four classifications of this study including a specific 

study of those employed in off-farm agricultural occupations. 

A STUDY BY DISTRICTS 

TABLE IV 

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS BY DISTRICT 

STATUS OF STUDENTS DISTRICTS 

N.E. N.W. s.w. S.E. CENTRAL 

FARMING 168 174 260 128 111 

AG. OCCUPATION 112 65 155 128 65 

AG. COLLEGE 147 110 166 87 59 

O'l'HER COLLEGE 157 140 205 95 44 

OTHER SPECIAL ED. 52 49 50 59 19 

ARMED FORCES 21~0 79 184 174 84 

NOHAG. OCCUPATION 454 195 551 527 198 

UNEMPLOYED 69 21 17 25 15 

STA'I'E RESIDENCE T59 470 8;>1 555 551 

DECEASED 4 5 4 4 5 
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TABLE V 
;: ~ ,;, 

NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN FARMING BY DISTRICTS 
:,,_£ :1' 

:rx.t DISTRICT TOTALS NO YES % YES 

r:/ 
NORTHEAST 1,285 1,117 168 13.07 

+ ~", -,, 

NORTHWEST 679 505 174 25.63 

SOUTHWEST 1,188 928 260 21.89 

SOUTHEAST 956 828 128 13.;59 

CENTRAL 52; 412 111 21.22 

TOTALS 4,6;1 3,790 841 

The data in Table V reveal the.t the areas of Oklahoma. with the larg-

est and most profitable farms are also those that have the largest per-

centage of graduates returning to the farm. The ea.stern pa.rt of the 

State has smaller farms and a larger number of the fa.rm boys fail to 

find the units economically large enough for them to return. This has 

helped increase the unemployment in this area of the State. 

Table VI indicates that slightly over thirty percent of all the 

graduates aro presently in sonio type of post high school education. 'l'ho 

western and central parts of the Sta. te hnd a higher portion of tho::io in 

college enrolled in Colleges of Agr:l.cul turo while tho wostorn o.rens had 

e. lo.rr;er number in other typoa of oollegoa. The wostorn nreus also hnd 

a. oubsta.ntitllly larger numbor onrollod in higher oduct\ tion. 



TABLE VI 

N1.J1·IBER OF GRADUATES CONTDrnING IN HIGHER EDUCATION BY DISTRICTS 

TOTAL% IN 
EDUCATIONAL 

DISTRICTS IH AG. COLLEGES Li OTHER COLIEGES ___Ill~ INSTITUTIONS 
NO TBS ... %".YES NO ri:;s~fEs NO YES ;o Y""ES 

NO?..Th"'EAST 1,138 147 11.44 1,148 137 10.66 1,233 52 4.05 26.15 

IWRTRWEST 569 no 16020 539 140 20.62 630 49 7.22 44.04 

S0UTril\1EST 1,022 166 13.97 985 203 17.09 1,138 50 4.21 35.27 

SOUT:iEAST 869 87 9.10 861 95 9.94 917 39 4.08 24.12 

CENTRAL 464 59 11.28 479 44 8.41 504 19 3.63 23.32 

TOTALS 4,062 569 12.29 4,012 619 13.37 4,Li22 209 4.51 30.17 

~ 



TABLE VII 

lfJ.MBER OF GRADUATES Ili 1'1ILITARY SERVICE Al\l) STATE RESIDENCE BY DISTRICTS 

DISTRICTS IN .APl.fED FORCES LCCATION OF RESIDENCE 
NO YES %""iES . OUT OF IN UiiKN. 

STATE % OUT STATE % IN 

IWRTHE..ti..ST 1,045 240 18.68 162 384 29.88 739 57.51 

NORTE·:EST 600 79 11.63 89 120 17.67 470 69.22 

SOUTI-ElEST 1,004 184 15.49 69 288 24.24 831 69.9S 

SOUTHEAST 782 174 18.20 92 329 34.41 535 55.96 

CE.;TP.AL 439 84 16.o6 67 105 20.08 351 ·,67.11 

TO'l'AI.S 3,870 761 16.43 479 1,226 26.65 2,926 63.18 

.~ 
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Table VII indicates that larger numbers of graduates from the east

ern portion of the State are in the Armed Forces than the western area.. 

'.[his is also true with the numbers whose residence is out of Oklahoma. 

T'nis is probably due to the smaller number o:f:' employment opporttmities 

iti eastern 0.dahoma. 

There was little difference, as indicated by tho datn in Table VIII, 

in those in nonagricultural occupations throughout the State. However, 

the eastern portion of the State was somewhat higher. The northeast 

was slightly higher in unemployment with the northwest next. 
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TABLE VIII 

lZ-1..11::3~ OF GRADDATES IN NONAGRICULTlJRAL CCCUPATIONS., UNEl,lPLOYED .PJID DECEASED BY DISTRICTS 

DISTRICTS lfftIAS.. CCCUPATION tfoIEl:LPJ.&Y.EJl,,...,,_ DEC~..S.EJl..... :m - YES )'6 YES HO YES % YES HO YES % TBS 

NORTHEAST 831 454 35.33 1,216 69 5.37 1,281 4 .31 

HORTh"WEST 486 193 28.42 658 21 3.09 674 5 .74 

SOUTHWEST 837 351 29.55 1,171 17 1.)-i3 1,184 4 .34 

SOUTHEAST 629 327 34.21 931 25 2.62 952 4 .1+2 

CEHTrtAL 325 198 37.86 508 15 2.87 518 5 · .96 

Tar.t.LS 3,108 1,523 32.89 4,h84 11i7 3o17 4,609 22 .48 

~ 
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A STUDY DY YEAR OF GRADUATION 

TABLE IX 

OCCUPATIONAL STA1US BY YEARS 

STATUS OF STUDEJ.~TS YEARS 
1959 1960 

FAP.MING 145 164 166 17; 19; 

AG. OCCUPATION 119 110 84 11; 79 

AG. COLLEGE 74. 80 105 146 164 

OTHER COLLEGE 96 101 124 156 142 

OTHER SPECIAL ED. 19 ;o 42 6;. 55 

ABMED FORCES 171 175 170 1;; 112 

NCNAG. OCCUPATION 

UNEMPLOYED 16 15 40 29 47 

STATE RESIDENCE 298 267 261 21; 187 

DECEASED 8 4 6 1 

As indicated by Table IX, tho results of looking at this group of 

graduates on the basis of their year of graduation is primo.rily one of 

a comparison of extremes di.vided between the first and last years - 1959 
1 • 

and :196;. 

Agriculturally, as shown by Table X, the lowest ratio in fanning is 

16.24 % in 1959 and the higheot - 20.;2 % - in 196;. 'l11io wotild tend to 



18 

ilidicate that the further out of school a graduate becomes, the less he 

i~ involved specifically in :f'arming. '!his item of' inf'~rmation is coupled 

with 196; having the highest percent enrolled in agricultural colleges -
' ' ,, 
6 / 

17.26 %, which descends to 8.29 % in 1959, appears to suggest that while 
t 

in post high·school education, a graduate continues farming as a side 

line occupation. 
i 

Presumi~g the class. of' 1959 to have graduated from 

c6llege prior to this study, it is to be expected that, 1959 would have 
y; 

tli~ lowest percentage in agricultural colleges. In further support of 

tll:is are the figures of those ihvolved in of'f-farm agriculture occupa-

tionss 1;.;; % - the highest - in 1959 as opposed to only 8.55 1& - the 

lowest - in 196;. Also, it is reasonable that employers would be reluc-

tant to hire a boy just out of high school, hence, the low percenta6e of 

those 196; graduates employed in off-farm agricultural occupations and 

the high percent attending agricultural colleges. 

TABLE X 

NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN FABMING BY YEAR OF GRADUATION 

YEAR TOTALS NO YES % YES 

1959 89; 748 145 16.24 

1960 875 711 164 18.74 

1961 961 795 166 17.27 

1962 952 779 173 18.17 

196; 950 757 19; 20.52 

TOTALS 4,6;1 ;,790 841 18.16 



TABU: XI 

NID::BER OF GRADUATES CONTINUING IN HIGHER EDUCATION BY YEAR OF GRADUATION 

TOTAL% IN 
EDUCATIONAL 

YEAR AG. COLLEGE OTHER COLIEGE OTHER SPECH.L ED. INSTITUTIONS 
NO YF....S cJ YES NO YES % YES NO YES % YES /0 

1959 819 74 8.29 791 96 10.15 874 19 2.13 · 21.17 

1960 795 80 9.14 774 101 11.54 845 30 3.43 24.ll 

1961 856 105 10.93 837 124 12.90 919 42 4.37 28.20 

1962 806 :ili6 15.34 796 156 16.39 889 63 6.62 38.35 

1963 786 164 17.26 808 142 14095 895 55 5.19 38.00 

TQ'i'-.ALS 4,062 569 12.29 4,012 619 13.37 4,422 209 4.51 30.17 

~ 
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Educationally, from Table XI, it is easily understandable that the 

ll~west percentage in each of' the three academic categories would be 

f~und in the year 1959; and conversely, that the highest rates would be 

found in the last one or two years. The highest percent in agricultural 

clplleges is 1963 - 17 .26 % - with 1962 having the higliest rate o-t: those 
t• 

i~ other colleges and other specialized education. 

From Table XII there are two further facts that would tend to sup-

pbrt this conclusion. The class with the lowest nonagricul tura.lly re-

lated occupation group is 1963 - 27.;7 % - while 1959 has the highest -

41.77 %. The year with the highest rate of those living in the State 

is 1963 with 68.84 % while 1959 1 s class had only 55.54 % living in res-

idence. This indicates that the graduates may tend to move out of state 

after they have been out o:f' school for a few years. 

The data in Table XIII shows that the class with the highest per-

cent in the Armed Forces t.ra.e 1960 with 20.00 % while 1963 had only 11.79 % 

serving, probably due to the 1965 graduates being too young to be dra:f'ted. 

The latter is also in keeping with the classes of 1962 e.nd 1963 having 

the largest ratios in higher education. 

Otherwise, the remaining statistics are incidental. 'lhe lowest 

percentage of unemployment was 1960 with 1. 71 % while 1963 had the high-

eat percent - 4.95 1~ - which may be due to two or three years being re-

quired for som:, students just out of high school to locate employment. 
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TABLE XII 

NUI,ffiER OF GRADUATES IN NONAGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS AND 
STATE RESIDEI\iCE BY YEAR OF GRADUATION 

YEAR NONAG. OCCUPATION LCCATION OF RESIDENCE 

NO YES % YES UNKN~ OUT mi· % OUT 1N <f/ 
STATE STATE . ,.~-IN 

1959 520 373 41.77 99 298 33.37 496 55.54 

1960 591 284 32.46 77 267 30.51 531 60.68 

1961 628 333 34.65 97 261 21.16 603 62.75 

1962 679 273 28.68 97 213 22.37 642 67.44 

1963 690 260 27037 109 187 19068 654 68.84 

TCfI'ALS 3,108 1,523 J2.89 479 1,226 26.47 2,926 63.18 

N 
I-' 



TABLE XIII 

HUMBER OF GRADUATES IN MILITARY SERVICE, UNEMPLOYED 
AJID DECEASED BY YEA. .. "ll OF GRADUATION 

YEAR Ilf PJl.ESD FORCES U}j'E;lPLOYED 
NO YES % YES NO YES % TES NO 

1959 722 171 19.15 877 16 1.79 885 

1960 700 175 20.00 860 15 1. 71 871 

1961 791 170 17.69 921 40 4.16 955 

1962 819 133 13.97 923 29 3.05 951 

1963 838 112 11.79 903 47 4.95 947 

TOTAIS 3,870 761 16.43 4,484 :Ll.+7 3.17 4,609 

DECEASED 
YES 

8 

4 

6 

1 

3 

22 

% YES 

.90 

.46 

.62 

.ll 

.32 

.48 

I'\) 
i\) 



A S'l'UDY BY F.F.A. DEGREE 

TABLE XIV 

OCCUPATIONAL STA'l'US ON THE BASIS OF F.F.A. DEGREE 

STATUS OF STUDENT 
CHAPTER 

FARl-lER 

FARMING 641 

AG. OCCUPATION 474 

AG. COLLEGE ;56 

OTHER COLLEGE 5;5 

OTHER SPECIAL ED. 188 

ARMED FORCES 742 

NONAG. OCCUPATION 1,462 

UNEMPLOYED 140 

STATE RESIDENCE 2,550 

DECEASED 22 

F.F .A. DEGREE 
JU1UOR 
MASTER 
Fl1.RI,;ER 

192 

;o 

207 

82 

20 

18 

60 

7 

;68 

AlvlERICAN 
FARl,ffiR 

8 

1 

6 

2 

l 

l 

1 

8 

2; 

From Table XIV it can be seen that the consideration of the rela-

tionship between the present occupational status and the F. F. A. De-

gree received requires an approach somewhat different i'rom the other 

tl1ree points of investigation. To begin with, the percentages presented 

here mus~ be understood in light of the fact that there is only a total 

of 455 who achieved the level of F. F. A. 11 Junior Master Fa:nner 11 and only 

ten who became "American Farmers". The most obvious indications of this 

category of the study are to be :f'ou.nd with re go.rd to the ten men who 

a~tained the "American Fanner" Degree. In virtually every co.se, thooa 
l 

attaining only the F. F. A. 11 Cha.pter Fo.nner 11 Degree wcl'e at the low end 

of the scale of agricultural desirability. 
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TABLE XV 

NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN FARMING BY F.F.A. DEGREE 

DEGREE TOTALS NO YES 1~ YES 

CHAPTER 4,166 ;,525 641 15.39 

JR. MASTER 455 263 192 42.20 

AMERICAN 10 2 n 80.00 0 

TOTA.LS 4,6;1 ;, 790 841 18.16 

It is significant that eight of the ten "American Farmers 11 are en-

gaged in farming as shom,. in Table XV. Apparently they continue to 

farm while they are attending college. This seems only reasonable in 

light of the background and capital they must have accrued to attain 

the "American Farmer 11 Degree. 

TABLE XVI 

:NUMBER OF GRADUA'l'ES WITH STATE RESIDENCE BY F. F .A. DEGREE 

DEGREE RESIDENCE. 

UNYJ1. 
OUT 01', 

% OUT 
lN % IN STATE STATE 

CHAPTER 444 1,172 28.1; 2,550 61.21 

JR. MASTER :>5 52 11.4; 568 80.88 

AMEIUCAN 2 20.00 8 80.00 

TOTALS 479 1,226 26.1~7 2,926 65.18 

Table XVI indicates, as might be expectod, that the vast majority 

of thooe receiving the two highor degrees are still Sta.te rei;;idents. 

'Ihia is probably due to their having to meet the certain amount of 



DEG.-::raE 

CF.APTER 

JR. MASTER 

.AM:ERIC.AN 

TOTALS 

...-.. ---.-----·---:--·------- ~--......,_ . .,...._ .. _.,,._,~ ..... ,.....,.......---~~-

TABLE XVII 

NU}!BER OF GRADUATES CONTINUilm IN HIGHER EDUCATION BY F .F .A. DEGREE. 

AG. COLLEGE OTHER COLLEGE 
NO YES % TES NO YES % YES 

3,810 356 8.55 3,631 535 12.48 

248 207 45.49 373 82 18.02 

4 6 60.00 8 2 20.00 

4,052 569 12.29 4,012 619 13.37 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
NO YES % YES 

3,Sl78 188 4.51 

435 20 4.40 

9 1 10.00 . 

4,422 209 4.53 

Tar.At% m 
EDUCATIONAL 
Il~STITUTIONS 

25.54 

67.91 

90.00 

30.19 

I\) 

\J1. 
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capital required for their degrees, thus, more prone to stay with their 

investment. 

From Table. XVII it can be seen that the 11.Americo.n F!:!-rmers 11 had the 

high~st percent attending each of the three categories of high~r educa

tion~l institutions while the 11 Junior Master Farmers" were lowest in 

the category of specialized education - 4.4 %. 

TABLE XVIII 

NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN MILITARY SERVICE AND NONAGRICULTURAL 
OCCUPATIONS BY F.F.A. DEGREE 

DEGREE AFJvJ.ED FORCES NONAG. OCCUl)ATIONS 
NO YES % YES NO YES tb YES 

CHAPTER ;,424 742 17.81 2,7o4 1,462 ;5.09 

JB. MAS'.LER 4;7 18 ;.96 ;95 60 15.19 

AMERICAN 9 l 10.00 9 1 10.00 

TOTALS ;,870 761 16.4; 5,108 1,52; ;2.89 

'lhe data in Table XVIII show that only one 11 .Americe.n Farmer" is in 

a nonagricultural occupation as well as only one in the Armed Forces. 

TABLE XIX 

NUMBER OF GRADUATES UNEMPLOYED AND DECEASED BY F.F.A. DEGREE 

DEGREE 

CHAP'IER 

JR. MASTER 

·AMElUCAH 

'1'01'ALS 

UNEMPLOYED 
HO YES ~, YES 

4,026 11~0 

448 7 

10 

4,1184 147 ;.17 

DECEASED 
NO YES 5i YES 

4,144 22 

455 

10 

l~, 609 22 .01 
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Easily anticipated is the data in Table XIX indicating that none 

of•the ttAmerican Fa.rmers 11 are uhemployed or deceased and that only 

l.;4 % of the "Junior ?,laster Farmers" a.re unemployed a.nd none deceased. 

A STUDY BY TYPE OF STUDENT 

TABLE XX 

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS ON THE BASIS OF RESIDENCE WHILE S'IUDENTS 

STATUS OF STUDENT RESIDENCE LOCATION 
FARM TO\'IN FARM NON- TOi"li~ NOH-

FARNER FARI,IBR FARl•iER FARNER 

FARMING 748 49 16 1; 

AG. OCCUPATION 815 10; 165 407 

AG. COLLEGE 41; 56 28 50 

OTHER COLLEGE ;;8 59 4; 159 

OTHER SPECIAL ED. 11; ;5 20 58 

ARMED FORCES . ";7';; 60 79 212 

?lOl{AG. OCCUPATION 815 10; 165 407 

mmMPLOYED ;8 2 ;; 49 

STA TE RESIDENCE 1,871 211 247 564 

DECEASED 11 ; ; ; 

FTom the study of these students on the basis of the type of resi-

dence they had, it would appear that the extent to which they were asso

ciated with f'o.rming greatly determinoo their future relationship with 

it occupationally. 

From tho do.ta in Tnble XXI it oan be aeon that tho boys who have 

come from a bo.clcgroWld of on-tho-i'o.rrn :Cunning show by far the grentovt 

rato - 27.5} % - of those entering fo.rming aa an oooupation. At the 
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other extreme was the town-non-farming category which had only 1.29 7; 

inv9lved in farming. However, this is the second largest number enrolled. 
Ce 

TABLE XXI 

Ni,Jl>IBER OF GRADUA'!ES IN FAPMING BY TYPE OF STUDENT 

TYPE OF STUDENT TOTALS NO YES % YES 

COUNTRY FARMER 2,717 1,969 748 27.55 

TOWN FARMER ;41 292 49 14.57 

COUNTRY NONFARMER 420 404 16 5.81 

TOWN NONFAIU,'1ER 1,004 991 1; 1.29 

UNREPORTED 149 134 15 10.07 

TOTALS 4,6;1 3,790 841 18.16 

TABLE XXII 

NUMBER OF GRADUATES WITH STATE P.ESIDENCE 

TYPE OF S WDENT RESIDENCE 
UNKN. OUT 01<' ~;;, OUT lN ~o IN 

STATE STA'l'E 

COUNTRY FARMER 234 612 22.52 1,871 68.86 

TOWN FAiiMER ;58 92 26.98 211 61.88 

COUI~TRY ll"ONFARMER 42 131 ;1.19 247 53.61 

T011/N NOHFAHMER 101 359 ;;.76 564 56.1D 

UNilEPOHTED 64 52 ;4.90 35 22.15 

TOTALS 479 1,226 26.47 2,926 6;,.18 

From Table XXII it can be seen that the on-the-farm fanning group 

had the highest ratio of those yet located within the Sta. to - 68.86 7~ -
(, 

while the to>tm-non-farming group wna nt the oppooi to end of the ooalo • 

• 
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TABLE XXIII 

Nm,IBER OF GRADUATES IN MILITARY SERVICE AND NOMAG. OCCUPATIONS 

t 
BY '.l.'YPE OJ? S'.l'UDENT 

TYFE OF STUDENT ARMED FORCES NONAG~ OCCUPATIONS 
NO YES % YES NO YES ~1 YES 

COUNTRY FARMER 2,~4 '5T5 1;.7; 1,902 815 ;$0.00 

TO\·,'N FARMER 281 60 17.60 2,38 10,? ,0.21 

COUNTRY NONFAmlER ;41 79 18.81 255 165 ;9.29 

TOWN NONFAfillER 792 212 21.12 597 407 40.54 

UNREPORTED 112 ;1 24.8; 116 .?.? 22.15 

TOTALS 3,870 761 16.4; .?, 108 1,52; ;2.89 

From Table XXIII the data indicate that the on-the-farm farming 

group had the lowest percent serving in the Armed Forces - 1;. T;, % -

while the town-non-farming group was again at the opposite end of the 

scale with 21.12 %. It is surprising, however, that while the on-the

farm farming group had the highest ratio - 11.82 % - of men in agricul-

tu.rally related occupations, the second highest was this latter group. 

TABLE XXIV 

lWMBER OF GRADUATES UNEMPLOYED AND DECEASED BY TYPE OF STUDENT 

TYPE OF STUDENT UNEI,lPLOYED DECEASED 
NO YES % YES NO YES ~~ YES 

COUNTRY FARMER 2,659 58 2.1; 2,706 11 .4o 

TOWN FARMER ;;9 2 .59 ;~ ; .88 

COUNTRY NONFAF!MER ";137 ;; 7.86 417 5 • 71 

TOWN lIONFARMER 955 49 4.88 1,001 ; .;o 
UUREPORTED 144 5 ;.;6 1117 2 1.;4 

WTALS 4,484 147 ;.17 li,609 22 .48 



;SO 

The town-farming group, as shown by the data. in Table XXIV, ho.d by 

the lowest rate ... 59 % - W1employed (quite possibly due in pa.rt to 

high rate ih institutions of highe\r learning), while also ranki'ng 

1est - .88 %, - in the number of tho,.se deceased. 
i~ 

l . 
As can be ;seen from Table YJrv, this group a.l so rated highest in each 

~he three categories of higher education. The group with the poorest 

ra.11 showing was the coW1try-non-fa.rm group. It had the lowest total 

:entage of those seeking education beyond high school as well as the 

1est level - 7 .68 % - of those Wlemployed. 



TABLE XX.V 

NUMBER OF GRADUATES CONTINUING IN HIGHER EDUCATION BY TYPE OF STUDENT 

TYPE OF STUDENT AG. COLIEGE Grh'ER COLLIDE OTHER SPECIAL ED. 
NO YES % YES NO YES % YES NO YES % YES 

FARM FAFl{ER 2.,304 413 15.20 2.,359 358 13.18 2.,604 113 4.16 

TOW11 F A."i.HER 285 56 16.42 282 59 17.30 306 35 10.26 

C OUNTR.Y N Oll? .AFJ·IER 392 28 16.67 377 43 10.24 400 20 4.76 

TOWH XOlJFARHER 954 50 4.98 865 139 13.84 966 38 3.78 

TJXREPORTED 127 22 14.77 129 20 13.42 146 3 2.01 

TOTALS 4,o62 569 12.29 4,012 619 13.37 4,422 209 4.51 

TOTAL% IN 
EDUCATimrAL 
INSTITUTIONS 

32.,54 

43.89 

31 .. 67 

22.60 

30.20 

30.17 

\.,.J 

I-' 
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A STUDY OF OFF-FA.RN AGRICUL'l'URAL OCCUPATIONS 

Of the 4,631 students involved, 505 or 10.9 % were listed as being 

eng~ged in some off farm agricultural occupation on either a part time 
) ~ 

or full scale basis. Included with the questionnaire w~s a list (See 

App$ndix) of sixty-three suggested occupations for identifying the stu~ 
; ' 

denf 1s type of "Agribusiness". 'l'able XXVI shows the distribution of the 

505>graduates among the major areas of off-farm agricultural occupations. 

TABLE XXVI 

THE DISTRIBUTION AND NID{B&lt OF GRADUATES IN THE :MAJOR 
AREAS OF OFF-FARM AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS 

AREA AREA NUI-:iBER 

ANil1A.L SCIENCE 95 FARM MECH.AIUCS J.54 

PLANT SCIENCE AG. SERVICES 24 

SOIL SCIENCE AG. LABORERS 66 

The data included in Tables XXVII and XXVIII give the distribution 

of these 505 graduates by each of the four major classifications of this 

study. Nine of the occupational choices were checked twenty or more 

times: Feed and hammer mill employee, Farm machinery mechanic, Welder, 

general repairman, blacksmith, Farm implement agency employee, Farm hard

ware/equipment store employee, Farm "Co-op" employee, Lumberman/sawmill 

employee, Farm laborer and the miscellaneous group of "Other". Because 

they were not used, thirteen of the choices are not listed in Tables 

XX.Vi! and XXVIII but may be found in Table XXXIV in the Appendi."{. 

Surpr1.singly, not one of the h,631 graduates is employed in the fer-

tili~er business or the field of insecticides/pesticides though four were 

! . placed in the "Crop duster, sprayer11 group. 'l'his soems rat.her tmusual 
! 
i I in light of the emphasis and extensive use bejng made of these todny • 
I 

l 
' I 
l 
l 

' i· 
t: 



DISTRICTS OCCUPATION NUMBER 
1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 - lb ~·. 18 20 ···.·<>·•=,._.,..., .• ,-. 

,--

NORTHEAST 3 1 5 0 7 1 5 17 2 3 1 1 ~5 2 1 0 8 

NORT1UEST 0 0 2 0 7 0 6 5 5 3 7 0 1 0 0 0 1 

SOUTE·IBST 0 0 5 2 7 0 9 13 6 7 17 0 3 0 1 1 5 

SOUTHEAST 1 0 3 2 11 0 7 19 5 7 1 0 3· 0 1 0 3 

CENTRAL 1 0 1 0 0 0 11 7 5 8 2 0 6 0 1 0 1 

YEA.llS 

1959 0 0 2 2 8 1 12 14 7 12 7 1 2 0 0 1 5 

1960 0 0 .5 2 9 0 9 11 6 4 10 0 9 0 2 0 1 

1961 1 0 5 0 6 0 3 11 4 5 4 0 2 0 1 0 4 

1962 1 0 3 0 6 0 8 12 2 4 4 0 5 2 0 0 7 

1963 3 1 1 0 3 0 6 13 4 3 3 0 0 0 1 0 1 

TOTALS 5 1 16 4 32 l 38 61 23 28 28 1 18 2 4 1 18 
\.N 
\.N 



DIST?.ICTS 

~~~!RT ~A.ST 

1-:0?.T::W?.ST 

SO'JTEWEST 

SJv"I'EEAST 

CE?!RAL 

YEARS 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

TOTALS 

OCCGPATION NUMBER 
21 22 23 24 25 2b 27 -zg~--~9 30 33 34 3b 37 38 39 40 

6 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

2 

1 

2 

10 

s 
0 

2 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

4 

4 

1.3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

4 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

2 

1 

4 

0 

2 

0 

1 

4 

3 

1 

9 

0 

l 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

11 

1 

2 

26 

3 

8 

5 

10 

14 

6 

43 

1 

3 

7 

l 

3 

2. 

2 

2 

6 

3 

15 

0 0 

l 0 

0 0 

4 2 

1 O 

2 1 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 

3 1 

6 2 

2 0 1 oc--~·o·············,o 

0 0 0 _ _, ,,Q 0 
, ,,....._ - ,. _ ..... ~ .,.y 

1 

1 0 0 0 

2 l 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 "''O 

l 1 0 

1 0 0 

0 0 1 

2 0 0 

4 1 1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

o·. 

1 

1 

2 

0 

4 

0 

0 

o· 

0 

1 

0 

0 
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J.Ji;..) J..i\...L\,,,J.;.,J 

41 43 44 45 46 47 50 55 

!:OR:fS.A.ST 0 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 1 3 1 0 0 0 9 0 

t~ORT:H+{~~ 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 8 l ... 0 .~ 0 1 .. , 2 .. 0, 

SOtJTS11.~ST 1 "' 2 1 1 3 1 1 2 12 1 4 1 3 2 l ) 

S0D?3..;BT 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 1 0 10 0 

C3:lITRAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 3 4 0 

lL.-4..P.S 

1959 1 4 1 0 1 2 1 1 1 6 1 0 ·o 0 7· 0 

1960 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 1 2 2 1 11 0 

1961 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 1 0 2 3 0 

1962 0 1 2 0 0 2 0 0 2 10 1 1 0 3 2 0 

1963 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 1 5 0 

TOTt.LS 1 5 4 2 1 5 1 1 4 31 3 4 2 7 29 1 

\..'I 
\:.,'1 . 



TEE DISBTRIBUTION OF AGRICULTURAL OCCUPA'l'IOIJ;;, HY LJ.l:,;liti~.i:; AMJ Trt'.i:; u.t<· :::i'l'UlJt:;N'l.' 

DZ~i:zEES OCCUPATION NUr-iBER 
1 " 3 4 5 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 1.5 .. -lb 18 G 

- 4 C -·•"f' . CH.l?I'SR 5 1 16 4 32 1 36 60 21 27 25 0 18 2 

ST.?.;.TE 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 l 2 1 3 1 0 0 0 0 

fu.z.qICAl~ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TYPE S TUDElIT 

UNKl:Ch1iN 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

FARE FA.~·2:R 4 0 7 2 15 0 30 42 14 24 22 0 12 0 3 1 

To· .. ;1-r F.4..~1.ZR 0 0 0 1 3 1 0 3 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 

FAR:-: NO!·i-FA.~ZR 0 0 2 0 2 0 4 4 2 1 2 1 1 1 0 0 

'TCJ:l!··: i'!O:T-F.A.PJ·3R 1 1 7 0 12 0 2 12 4 3 3 0 4 1 1 0 

TOTALS 5 1 16 4 32 1 38 61 23 28 28 1 18 2 4 1 

20 

17 .. 

1 

0 

0 

8 

0 

3 

7 

18 

"'vi 

°" 



DEGREE 
. 21 .. 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

CFJlPTER 10 13 2 4 3 9 2 42 
.• .-.-~.r,• 

ST.ATE 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 -1 

A}:ZRICAN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TYPE STUDENT 

umrna·m 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

FA.ru.f FAR1':ER 6 6 3 3 3 4 2 19 

TCf.ll{ FAPJ·:E:R 0 1 l 0 0 2 0 3 

F.il..Rl{ l~bl:-F.A..J.PJ··IBR. 1 2 0 1 0 l 0 8 

TCftl!f !\01':-F~~~ZR 3 4 0 0 0 2 0 13 

TOT.ALS 10 13 4 4 3 9 2 43 

OCCUPATIOH NUHBER 
29 30 33 34 36 

11 6 2 4 1 

4 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 b 0 0 0 

12 4 2 1 1 

0 0 0 l 0 

0 1 0 2 0 

3 1 0 0 0 -

15 6 2 4 1 

37_ •. , Ja ... -,. 3SL.,-_ 49,. 

l 1 4 2 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 1 2 0 

0 0 0 0 

1 0 0 0 

0 0 2 2 

1 1 4 2 

.J 

\..N 
-..J 



DEGREE OCCUPATIOrJ NUHB2R 
4:1 43 44 45 46 47 50 5.5 56 57 .58 .59 

.-·<' 
60 61 b2 63 

CHAPTER 1 2 2 2 l 3 1 l 3 29 3 4 2 6 27 1 

ST.4.TE 0 '3 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 ~ ·1 ··y· o·· 

.4 •. }ZR.IC~.U~ 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tl?t STtJDE:1r 

U!~K1W,>i1J 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 

F.A?J·I FARl-3R 0 ·3 3 2 0 4 0 1 3 21 2 3 0 6 16 1 

TO>m FARJ:ZR 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 l l 1 0 0 0 3 0 

F.A~-q}f }J01'7-F.AR1·3R 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0- 0 l 0 

TCJ::!{ l·ZO!,J-FAPJ·3R l 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 6 0 1 2 l 6 0 

TOTA1~5 1 .5 4 2 l 5 1 1 4 31 3 4 2 7 28 1 

~ 



TABLE XXIX 

NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN OFF-FARM AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS· 
BY BRANCHES OF AGRICULTURE 

BRANCH 1, NUMBER BRANCH NUMBER 

DAIRYING 19 BEES , 1 

B~EF CATTLE 47 SOILS 18 

MACHINERY 154 FORESTRY 51 
\1 

84 CROPS HORTICULTURE 13 

POULTRY 12 AG. SERVICES 29 

VE1ERINARY 11 AG·. LABORERS 66 

le data in Table XXIX are a bree.kdo'Wn of these sixty-three off-

:cupations into the various branches of agriculture. 

TABLE XXX 

:R OF GRADUATES IN OFF-FARM AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS BY DISTRICTS 

DISTRICT TOTALS NO YES % YES 

NORTHEAST 1,285 1,17; 112 8.72 

IWRTHWEST 679 614 65 9.57 

SOUTHWEST 1,188 1,05; 1;5 11.56 

SOUTHEAST 956 828 128 13.59 

CENTRAL 52; 458 65 12.4; 

TOTALS 4,6;1 4,126 505 10.90 

study of occupations by districts quickly shows, as indicated by 

a in Table XXX, three diotricte, Southeast, Central and South-

.ave slightly more employment in off-farm agricul turnl occupo. tions 

i: 

t 
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tlujn the Northwest and Northeast. '!he Southeast District has the high-
t 

es1t, rate,.whieh is possibly due in part to the State's large concentration 
J ' 

:~: :, I 

of commetcially and recreationally valuable forests in that area. Exact-

ly 25 % ~fall those employed.agriculturally in that district are engaged 
V 

in lumbe~ing, forestry or wildlife management • 

. TABLE XXXI 
( 

NUMBE1" OF GRADUATES IN OFF-FARM AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS BY YEARS 
Ji :. 
,'.1 

YEAR TOTALS NO YES % YES 

r 1959 89; 774 119 1;.;; 

1960 874 765 110 12.59 

1961 961 877 84 8.74 

1962 952 8;9 11; 11.87 

•196; 950 871 79 8.;; 

TOTALS 4,6;1 4,126 505 10.90 

A very similar breakdown occurs when looking at those in 11 Agribusi-

ness1 on the basis of the year of graduation as sho,'lll in Table XXXI. 

'Ihree of the five years, 1959, 1960 and 1962, are slightly higher. 

A comparison on the basis of F. F. A. Degree achieved shows a aur-

prisingly high 11.;8 % of the 4,166 "Chapter Farmers 11 in o:f'f'-fe.rm agri-

cultural occupations as shown in Table XXXII. On the other hand is the 

11 Junior 1-beter Farmer" group with only 6.59 % in o:f'f'-f'arm agricultural 
( 

occupations. Further conclusions are difficult to make since there wore 
.: 

only ten "American Farmers" in this entire group of 4,6;1 graduates in-

v9lved in this study • 
. ; 



I 

~ 
i. 
J 

-~ ., 
{~ 

·, 
X 

\: 
~; 

' ~ 
> ;r 
' 

'l'l¥3LE XXXI I 

NlJl,IBER OF GRADUATES IN OFF-FARM AGRICULTURAL 
OCCUPATIONS BY F .• F.A. DEGREE 

,. 
rl 
l 

1
: DEG:REE TOTALS 

( 
· NO YES 1~ YE:S 

\' 
f ' i CHAPTER 4,166 :;,692 474 11.;s 
· JR. MASTER 455 425 ,o 6.59 

i AMERICAN 10 9 l 10.00 

· TOTALS 4,6;1 4,126 505 10.90 

TABLE XXXIII 

NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN OFF-FAR?4 AGRICULTURAL 
OOOUPATl01'IS BY TYPE OF STUDENT 

TYPE OF S TtJDENT TOTALS 

COUN'l'RY FAP.MER 2,717 

TOWN FARMER ~l 

COUNTRY NONFAP.MER 420 

TOWN NONFARMER 1,oo4 

UNREPORTED 149 

TOTALS 4,6;1 

NO 

2,;96 

;12 

'576 

899 

14; 

4,126 

YES 

;21 

29 

44 

105 

6 

505 

% YES 

11.82 

8.80 

10.24 

10.46 

41 

As revealed by the data in Table XXXIII, an interesting set of close 

percentages turned up when these 505 men in off-farm agrioulturai occupa-

tio'na were studied on the basis of the location of' their homo while they 

wezie students. Those in the category of on-the-farm f'a.rmer hnd the high

oat percent in agricultural occupations. But surprisingly, the men in 

thei; two groups of' country-nonfarm and town-nonfo.rm followed by less than 
{t 

two percentage points. 
l 
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l but .. five of those listed e.s e.gricul ture laborers went only as 
l 'i 

'.r: . 

the 11 phapte;r Farmer0 Degree in F. F. A. work with the ma.jori~y 

. being loca~ed in the Southwest Distriot - possibly due to the 
'• 

't . 

type~labor\employed in that area. This majority also had an 

farm farm btckground. 
J "· 

I 
'( 
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(OI-IAPTER IV 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

; 

This study involves one-third or 127 of the ;a; high sdhools in 
I !~l 

t1: i 

Clc},ahome: with vocational agriculture departments. Every graduate over 
' ' ti \ 

the past few years, Classes 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962 and 196;, is included. 
t ~ 

A(questfbnnaire was mailed to each vocational agriculture instructor of 
•, ' 

these schools to determine the following informations What each gradu-

ate is now doing occupationally, when each individual was graduated, to 

what extent the student participated in F. F. A. work (the F. F. A. de

gree he attained) and the location of each graduate 1s home - on the farm . 
proper or in town. Ninety-two percent of the questionnaires were re-

turned providing a study of a total of 4,6;1 graduates. 

The 18.16 % of the graduates found to be farming is in keeping with 

the information derived from past surveys. However, it appears to fall 

on the low side of previously determined percentages (See Survey of Lit-· 

erature, pages 5 and 6) which tends to indicate a gradualJdownward trend 

over a period of several years •. 

There is a point of possible concern with regard to those remaining 

or leaving the State following graduation. Inasmuch as a boy, listed ns 

s~:rving in the Armed Forces and whose residential location was not marked, 
! 

wno placed in the 11 Q.\t of State 11 group, the ;6.82 % given as living out-

o.f-Sto.te might be reduced somewhat in eignif'icnnce. Nevertheless, it is 

r~thor apparent that a minimum of 25 % are leaving tho State for employ

JUe.nt elsewhere following high school graduation. 
1 
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t The !Northwest District appears to be the district with the largest 
·~i 

pe~bentage of graduates farming and in continuing their education.· This 
-;: ,/i 

is 1rery f~kely due to the larger farms and greater incomes for farmers 
·l 
~:/ 

in /,itesterh Oklahoma when compared to the Eastern half' of' the State~ ,: •/ 

l 

'lhe percent of those in fariuing in 1963, 20.32 %, drops ,to 16.21~ % 

for1 those: graduating in 1959 whi1bh indicates that some of' the graduates 
' ( 
\ . 

stay at h:,ome on the farm for a few years before entering the Armed Forces 
'! 

' or ~eekin'g employment elsewhere. This is further illustrated by the fact 
0; 

that as the graduates became older a larger number of them were found in 
,· 

of'f'~farm agricultural occupations. 
. I ; 

'lhe higher the F. F. A. Degree achieved, the greater chance there is 

of the graduate entering farming as well as a post high school education-

al institution. Also, it seems to be as well that the higher the F. F. A. 

Degree achieved, the more likely a graduate is to remain a S::tate resident 

and be employed. 

'lhe type of residence background a graduate had is apparently quite 

determinative of his future agricultural relationship. 'lhose with a back-

ground of a country farmer had by far the highest percentage not only of 

those entering farming but those in agriculturally related occupations 

as well. Opposite to this was the group with the town nonfarming be.ck-

ground. 'lhe Country nonfarm category was the weakest group agriculturally. 

'!his study indicates that with 29 % of the graduates of vocational 

agriculture either £arming or employed in off-farm agricultural occupa

tions and 12 % enrolled in colleges of agriculture, with the total being 

41 %, that our present type of progrrun is serving the neods of this group. 

It also indicates that we are not meoting the needs of e. larger group of 

the , students. O....r pre sent day programs in voca tiona.l educu tion for tho 

rural youth need to be strengthened in order that they may bo better 
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.~ !'i 
trained. \~1ore studies need to be undertaken in the areas of of'f'-farm 

·,, ,: 
agrfcultutal occupations to determine the needs for persons employed in 

ti 

~ 1 
these occupations. 

' 
i: l 

: Diff'brent types of programs of vocational agriculture are needed in 
l 

the 'ivario~s areas of the State to meet the specific needs of :the individ
~i ,, (\ •; 

• ., ·1 ,\ 

uals concdrned. Many of these are due to economical and geographical 
fi 

,:~ ~I 

differences in the areas. 

The~ is also an indication of a special need for that rural stu-

.dent without the farm background. Our present day programs have failed 
\ 

to train him in occupations which are available. 
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A,?PENDIX 

J LIST OF OFF-FARM AhRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS 

F'.arnt Service Occupations' 
li~ Artificial inseminator 
211. Auctioneer 
3:~ Butcherer 
!J. Crop duster, spra:yer 
5i:e Feed and hrunmer mill employee 
61• Field supervisor (A.s.c.) 
1. County agent 

Fam Machinery:. Sales~ Service Occupations 
U:--Farm machinery mechanic 
9. Welder, general repairman, blacksmith 
10. Farm implement agency employee 

Farm Supplies~ E ui ment Occupations 
11~ Farm Hardware equipment store employee 
12. Farm "Co-op" employee 

Livestock Industry:. Occupations 
13. Apiary inspector 
Jli. Dairy plant employee 
15. Egg grader, inspector 
16. Livestock auction employee 
17. Disease control worker 
18. Milk sanitarian/inspector 
19. Poultry and eeg broker 
20. Packing pL-'l!lt employee 
21. Poultry processing plant employee 
22. Stockyard employee 
23. Veterinarian 

Crops, F'orestcy;, ~~Occupations 
2!i. Field crop, fruit, vegetable inspector 
25. Fruit and vecetnble produce broker 
26. Grain elevator employee 
27. Irrigation mnnar;oment employee 
28. Lumberman/sawmill employee 
29. Soil conservationist/specialist 
30. City/State/National forest employee 
Jl. li'ertllizer export/ salesman 
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Orna..~ental Horticulture, Wildlife~ Recreation Occupations 
32. Florist 
33. Grune management employee 
34. Garden center employee 
35. Goll center employee 
~6. Greenhouse employee 
~7. Grounds maintenance employee 
)8. Landscape gardener, 
.;39. Nursery employee r. 

40. Tree pruner, surgeon 
,: 

G. ~rofessional Agricu1tur'a1 Occupations 
lo Agricultural chemist • 

.'j ;42. Agricultural economist 
1i ih3. Agricultural teacher/educator 

i!-i.4. Agricultural engineer 
:Ji5. Azricultural journalist and communications 
16. Agronomist ' 
:1+7. Ani.mal scientist 
48. Bacteriologist 
49. Botanist 
50. Entomologist 
51. Plant pathologist 
52. Rural sociologist 
53. Zoologist 
54. Insecticide/pesticide expert/salesman 
55. Agricultural insurance agent 
56. Agricultural banker 
57. Farm, ranch worker/laborer 

H. Occupati~ Suggested~ The Questionees 
58. Rural Electric Co-op 
59. Cotton gin employee 
60. Veterinarian helper 
61. Agricultural truck operator 
62. :Miscella.."leous 
63. ,custom Combine fleet operator 

TABLE XXXIV 

CHOICES OF AGRICULTURII.L OCCUPATIONS NO'r LISTED 
IN TABLES XXVII AND XXVIII 

A. s. c. field supervisor 
Disease control worker 
Poultry and egG broker 
Fertilizer expert/salesman 
Florist 
Golf center employee 
Agricultural economist 

Bacteriologist 
Botanist 
Plant patholoe;ist 
H.ural sociolo;;ist 
Zooloeist 
Insccticide/festicide 

e..xpert/ salesman 
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