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M. Berrigen, and as o foreiga student I was especially interested in
this aspsct of Willa Cather. My purpose has been to study Willa Catherts
portraiture of non-Baglish charachters with emphasis on her recognition
of hou verious national characteristics and cultures helped to make
American life richer and more colorful.

The malin sources of this study are all the mejor novels and =ome
1la Cather and the biography of B, K. Browm,
the bilogrephical sourcss.

which proved the most helpiful o

I gratefully acluowledre indebtedness to Dr. Cecil B, Williams for
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his mogt generous and helpfvl guldance and to Dr. Agnes M. Berrigon for
her valuable suggestions end encoursgement, both of whom made allouances

and inadequacy in hondling the language. I should glso like to express

wy sppreciation to Dr. Hans H. fAndersen, Head of the Deparitment of
English end Toreign Lenguages, and the Staff of the Department for their
congtant materinl ond moral support which made ny & ?dy in the United

LY e

States possible and meaningfuls end to Mres. Millard Scherich for typ-

ing my thesis in its final form.
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CHAPTER I
SOURCES OF WILLA CATHER'S THTEREST IN NON-ENGLISH CHARACTERS

In 1923 Willa Cather wrote sn essay on Nebraske, where she had spent
the most formative years of her life wntll she wmoved to Pittsburgh in
1896. This essay is the most explicit statement of her interest in
cultures and people from various counﬁries, and at the same time it

shows her recognition that those people from foreign lands have had much
to do with adding color and richmess to American life. She says "thay
brought with them something thot this neutrsl new world needed sven more

nl

thon the imuigrants needed land. By "something that this neubtral new

world needed" Wills Cather means not only culture in the materisl sense
but above sverything else certain gualities of mind and personality which
make humen 1life richer and more endurable.

In the age of growing materisl progress Willa Cather vegrets that

t snug success and sasy woney sre the resl aimg of humen
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life" is beconing dominant and that those things that "develop taste and

enrich personality ore not encouraged.! Taste and rich personaliby sre
the two things which Willa Cather wes always concerned with. Shes tells

in the same essay a story that her professor told about a student at the

University of Nebrasks who had uwnusual taste in classics and remerkable

Liilia Cather, "Nebraska," The Nation, CXVII (Septembzr 1923), 237.



intuition and perception in literature though his parents had no such inter-
est at all. She says, "I knew what the professor did not; that though this
boy had an American name, his grandfather was a Norwegian, a musician of
high attainmant."B This is one of the accounts which suggest to the readers
what she was trying to do in her creation of the characters. She saw among
the people from other countries not only "sturdy traits of character" but
"elasticity of mind," "honest attitude towards life," and "ecertain quality
of feeling and imagination" which, she hopes, may help to break up Mmerican
provincialism" and "conventional optimism" of art and thought.4

In Willa Cather's art one can see an unusual degree of unity of two
factors-~her innate artistic sensitiveness, a passion for something fine,
and the variety of experiences in her life. Over and over again readers
can see in her novels and essays glimpses of her cherishing hope or desire
to pursue something excellent and beautiful. She was deeply interested in
fineness of personality. For this reason the reader of Willa Cather gets
the impression that for her art meant almost a flowering of fine person-
alities and the play of one personality on the other. In E. K. Brown's
Biography one finds numerous accounts which show this appreciation of people.

In choosing the publisher for her books, for instance, she went to
Alfred A. Knopf because she felt that he was an artistic perfectionist in
everything he did, and she liked the blend of "a fiery temperamental" with
"a rather severe taste" this man had.’ Another instance shows her sensi-

tiveness to fine quality in others. In 1916 she met a young violinist whom

31bhid.
b1bia.

5E. K. Brown, Willa Cather, A Critical Biography, New York, 1953,
Pe 213,



she saw only four times, but she Telt much delizht in knowing in because
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she found "pwoetic bt and o mixture of reticence and sincsrity" in

him;é It is cagy for the reader to assoclate this young violinist with

the cheracter of David Gerhardt in QOne of Qurs. Moreover, one can well

the author's feeling when the hero of the same book says about

o

3
fes

the Erlicus, rman family whose interests and the way they spend their

Y

money are so different from those of the ordinary Americen toun people,

"they really know how to live." In the seme wey in The Drofessor's Houge

s

the pergonallty of Tom Oubtland is significant in relation to the theme of

the book because Tom Oubtland is the only person in 5t. Peterts rather

worldly life whose personalily can impress him and influence his whole

.

view of life. Willa Cather seems to suggest that Tom Oubtland's personality

It was impossible, therefore, for Willa Cather, with such sensitive-

ness and imsgination, not to notice anything remarkable and unususl about

the people {rom many different couvntries with their infinite variety of

cultural heritage and tralts when she became acquainted with them in a

B a3}

suall commmity wnear Jed Cloud. She says:

Yo

Pey of our neighbours were ;c:icau;——mo t of them were mnos, Swedss,
. .

No*wub‘@ns, and Bohemians. I grew fond of some of these immigrants. . . .

This was, with me, the initial impulsc. I did not know any wiriting
people. I had an entna lasm for a kind of country and & kind of people,

rothsr than ambition.

Bhe took every advantape to saltisfy her exbtraocrdinary curiosity concerning

immigrant families. She visited the Lmmigrant familics and was fascinated
Opid. . 515
Ibid., p. 215.
"atrobe Car roll, "Willa Sibert Cather," The Bookman, LIII (ifay 1921),

p. 212.



by listéning to their stories about their cowntries and life. BShe sven
voluntarily delivered the mail on hovseback in order to see the inside of
[43
immigrent farmhouse 8.° There were nearly all Buropesn nationalities in
her neighborhood--Gerwans, Pohemians, Swedes, and French Canadiens. This
was her Tirst importent experience frowm which she colleclted materials for
her future literary works.
Persons were the most important aspect of Willa Catherts childhood.

From the gifted and culiivated people whom she came across she 1eérned

more than any lteachers co offer to teach.

nated by an extremely brilliant French woman,

For instance she wag fasei-~

Hrs. Wiener, who married one

of the merchants in Hed Cloud. She spoke French and German and had a
large collection of excellent books. Willa Cather found infinite delight
in visiting her house, which revealed rich cultural heritages. The memory

of this French woman wmight have bzen in Wills
created the Rosens in 0ld Mrs. Harris.
was another source of stimulating her interes

told her abowt the

A Germsn music

Cather's mind when she

teacher she had

. . 10
t in Buropean culture.” He
artists, and great music,

7

and above all his keen insight appreciated vhal was remarkable in Willa
Cather's mind. Among Bohemians there were some who impressed her profound-
1y with high Buropean culture. For most of them had coms to the United
s » - A s ll o 4.9,

States for political and ethical ressons. It wss smong them that she
met an old man who later suggested to her Anton Rosicky. Of course in
Anton Rosicky's character one does not f£ind any cultural sophistication.

vr.g .

“Brown, pP. 25.

Nvid., p. 33.

107p14.
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He is rather simple, but one can recognize how Willa Cather crystallized
some Bohemian strains and projected them into the delineation of the char-
acter, OShe also became acquainted with an extraordinary Bohemian girl,
Anna Pavelka, whose personality and appearance were integrated into that
of Antonia Shimerda. Willa Cather writes:
She was one of the truest artists I ever knew in the keenness and sensi-
tiveness of her enjoyment, in her love of people and in her willingness to
take pains. I did not realize all this as a child but Annie fascinated
me and I always had it in mind to write a story about her.l2
A long time afterwards in 1916 when Willa Cather vigited this woman she
found that "what was vigorous, sound and beautiful in a region where these
qualities so often seemed to suffer repregssion or defeat" was still the
quality which distinguished this Bohemian woman from the others.13

The early experiences in a small community in Nebraska, from 1883
until she went to Lincoln to study at the state university in 1891, offered
notable materials for her works. Especially, her three early novels,
0 Pioneers! (1913), The Song of the Lark (1915), and My Antonia (1918)
are almost entirely based on her interest and immediate knowledge of
immigrents and their families. She wrote:
Q Pioneers! interested me tremendously, because it had to do with a kind
of country I loved, because it was sbout old neighbours, once very dear.
« » o O Pioneers! was not only about Nebraska farmers; the farmers were
Swedas

After her graduation from the University of Nebraska she spent a
year in Red Cloud and then took advantage of the opportunity to go to

Pittsburgh, where she worked for a magazine and a newspaper for the first

pp. 46-7.
lBBrown, p. 199.

lacather, On Writing, New York, 1949, pp. 93=4.
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hen taught school for five years, As she motured, in
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addition to the people from foreign countries, the older culbures becams

important tc her. It was while her home was in Pittesburgh that she traveled

g5

o

tc Burope, cepecially to Englend and France. This is significant in con-
nection with her interest and consequently her literary activity. In the
summer of 1902 vhen she was twenby-eight, she left for Burope. ler bock
on Durcpe-=actually a collection of small arbdicles written to £ill a

* m
4

weekly column or two of the local neuspaper--is full of impressions of

jo.n

the tour seen with fresh eyes and peculiar sengitiveness. One can see

the definite influence of this travel wpon the setbtings of her later
novels, Also this book shows whal btypes of people ghe would choose to

write aboub and where her main interest was fixed. Though she fell a

strong affection and gense of kinship for English people, the stimulation
L e 1 2 o l':b * e L4

she zot from French culture is greater, Hearly twenlty years laber Willae

Cather wanted Claude Wheeler, the hero of One oi

Hebraska, to loarn the neaning of France, just as she

his trip.

In the chapter which describes the journey from Marseilles to Hyeres,

there is a beautiful passage on the olive trees aleng the coasts
Tt struggles so hard snd patiently against circumstances the most agvuwse,
and yet, like the pecple who love it, nanages alwavs to preserve in ite

"1

@
conbour, no mabbor how gtony the soll, or qow b taa white dust hangse

o
onn its l eaves, something of grace and bsautydmé

Thig is an gllegorical passege so that one can see what k

rgith Lewis, Willa Cother Living, lew York, 1953, p. 56.

léCatLﬁ“, Willa Cather in Burope, Mew York, 1956, p. 146,




he says "everyone here sings, and sings musically and turefully.” She

saw 2 painter who was singing elirg from Rigoletto all day, o group of the
1 oil buycrs who sang Trovalore, and a beg sang the most beau-
LA s N . R, > -'7 [} P [P P -~ Ey Y S FR . K -5
tiful minor airs. These humble people impressed Willa Cather profoundly.

Bhe fell they knew what is true art almost intuitively.

During three years follouing the Buropean tour Willa Cathert's liter-

ary activity wos limited. She published o small volume of poems, April

Twyilioht, her first book, in 1903, and a book of short stories based on

her Pittsburgh expericnces, The Troll Garden, in 1905. During these

years she wasg aassociated with Isabelle HeClung and her family, and, through

m
by

-

them with cultiveted Burcpean-born people like Jan Hambourg, musician of

18

zed Russian-Jewish-Bnglish background.

x

in 1906 she wenbt to Hew York to join MeClure's magazine, for whic!

ghe worked until 1912, While she was reading various mamuscripts ag the

BN

and traveled to

managing editor, she took a long and carefres vacation

o

Burope again, this fime mainly in Italy and France.

frenstad was born in Swveden and came

The begimnlng of thelr friendship was

ju]

for the srticle called "Three American Singers' in MceClure's in 1913,

The qualities that Willa Cather Tound in Hadewe Premstad were qualities

171vid., p. 150.

18prown, p. 112.
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one might hope to find in a grest artist A9 as Eaith Lewis points outb,

2 ay s
Thea Kronborg is not the dirsct portrait of Frematad??d However, it is

1,

most likely that Willa Cather found the unique gquality of the greatb

artist in Fremstad, which came from her Swedish parentage, and subsequently

projected 1t into the creation of the complex character of Thea Kronhorg.

In 1912 Willa Gather resimed frow Mellure?s and for the first time
took a trip to ths Southwest to visit her brother in Winslow, Arizona.
Here sgain another importent phase of Willa Cather comes--new materials

for stories, settings, and above all the people. Her brother lived with

gl
¢

2 group of people enbtirsly new to her. He traveled in Mexico and spoke
many Mexicans and liked them very well. Willa Cother's
tive understanding of the people to whom she did not belong

.

sed her to rogard them as immensely charming people in

3 2
ir occasional weaknesses and follies.<l Awong them she came
to know a young handgome Hexican nemed Julio, who took her to Mexlea dances

and sang Spanish songs to the guitar for her. In The Song of the Lark the

characters of "Spapnish Johmny® and his group represent these experiences.

t of Indian

Another disenvery of importance in the Southwest wes tha
culture in the CLliff-Duellerg ruins in a lew Mexican canyon.2? Al though

ordinarily Willa Cather was prinerily ix

a

terested in people, the place

and people had equal importance there because the peoople were dead. She

o

found Trom ©

o]

he ruins somebhing exbtremely simple yet besutiful. It was a

fume)

remorkable higtory of creation done by the people vhose civilization was

191wid., p. 187.

20Lewis, p. 92.



pure and beautiful. They knew how to live in 2 landscape so spectacular
that it evoked a grealt emobtion and imagination, which are the sources of
great achiesvement.

After the publication of The Song of the Lork in 1915 the important
years to supply new materiale followed. In the sumer of 1916 she asain
went to the Southuwest to spend a longer time than befo She visited
Taos, whers the main population, Santa Pe,
and other places Haltermann, a Belglan oriest in

it
=1
o

L Spanish

issionary activity in

Cather with the history of

£
(734354

Any small

gtory she heard conveyed in some way or other the mentality of wmen who
had the intuition and iate something fine. The

[
1P CA

w

treasured in Santa

rom Mexice City across tho
mogt difficult wild land, They took
¥mew that in the Scuthuwest there were a

silvery tone.:

of the bell 2 Comes

keen sense to aporec
e

usands of miles by hunen haon

Obviously

is one cxample. It

de through
labor they

such paing and

group of people who would really
£ peo; ¥

this story susgests the episecde

for the Archbichop.

In 1925 she went back to th

century. Especislly the story sbout

her deeply. ©She

never pasgsd the life-size bronze of

before the cathedral in Santa Fe uwitl

about a ploneer churchman who locked

his pictures one felt the same thing,

22Ibid., p. 198. Also, Cather,

Soubhwes

niggionaries in the ninete

gt again., This t

nthn

the first Archbichop, Lamy, intereste

him which utanhw under a locust tre
hwout wishin a ST
a0 wa11—hrﬁﬂ ( In

something

On Writing, I

time her interecst
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very, very wWell=hrodw-son
aboul was thn daily life
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vethis
of such a man in a
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During thisg stay in the Southwest she cawms

e

VRS 10n

yes
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teen fore, about the French mi

Reverend Jogeph P. lachebes

cfade

across a b

ries, btit

f

b

aul, Pioneer Priest of Ohio, Pionser

What
Tro

fut

{

J
i

elt curious

y i
nbier society.<k

ock, printed seven-

o

led Life

a
]
L

Priest of Colorado, Vic

ar Avostold

ic of Colorado and

shop of Denver. 23 Willa

work which revealed ithe

she had been interested in.

Fa P
LENY

Although she tock some trips to

wrote Shadows

oh the Rock not only

-
o s

nowledepe and intere

b

but also fron

means to bs

strong French traits seer.

-

Dorothy Canfield Fisher, who waes bora in Pa

1)

have shown to YWille Csther French traits m

he publicabion of the book she wrote:

A

the

nuas, I caught something new to me; a k&

@

As has been seen, her initisl interest
97

2hGpther, On Uelting, p. 7.

h’“ﬂounp p. 252,
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2611pid., pp. G0=4; 260.
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her,

Yribing,
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she had previously accumnloted.

HAmong ©

ind

Cather fou
1ife of th

L)

of tra

in peoople, lite

He
rench.
One of Wi
rig, and h
ore immedia

of fee

.
Wag Li

her

nd this book

e bwo French

wd Hanen and Quebsc, she

vel

to the place,

L

¥ preocupavinn

Bvern in the 1little

lla Cathse

er family, «

untey pecple and

iing sbout life and

uld not accepl, wholly, bub which I counld not but
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vere not Anglo~Saxon, and every foreign clement she could find. A4s she

K -

1

watured, she became more aware of older culture and human life, With her

Fad

discovery of the Soubthwest of her oun country and experienc

2

Q@
fods
¢k
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French culture she was ahzgolutely saturated

out thot Willa Cather was dissppointed with
and turned her heck on Americs and feund reconcilistion, 1T not vefus:
in the past and Burcpe. However, her attlituvde sesms sore posits

mnerely fron Americe--the bolief that Anerica is "hedter than

¥
it is, ond Franece better than eny country can ever be."zu Her attachment

for what is Tine and bveautiful was never lost throu

not an esecape to the past, bubl the endeavor to recreate vwhat she recogrized

as fina.
In the Jollowing chapters I
ability to recognize and poriray

ities vhich she felt may heln to

coloriul.

I\
o

SCather, One of Ours, p. 45%.



CIAPTER IT

SCANDINAVIANS

A, Swedish Characters

m characters that dominate Willa Cather's novels

Among the foreig
Scandinavians play an important role. Tuwo of her early novels are the

[
L]

51

1
&

stories cf Swedish girlg--Alexandra Bergson in O Plomeers! and

Thea Kroumborg in The Song of The Lark. WNone of the Scandinavian

characters in her novels present stronger strains associoted with their

arbicular race than these two

o)

neroines. They are both daughters of
immigrant families on the frontisr, but their lives are different in

the vocations they pursue. Alexandra Bergson never leaves her farm,

and her attachment is always to the land. On the other hand Thea Kronberg

has to leave the place she originally btelongs to because of her purpose

in life.

. . ek R g s
of them have in the Tinal analysie very similar mentality snd a cuality

vhich distinguishes then from ordinary people. Sone of their striking

4,

gensitivencss and imagination,
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creative artisbs, one in music snd the other in the creation of a better

land-=the projecition of opnels idesl through the land. In both the

tenacity of will someiimes appears to be a strange k
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but it actually represents a desire to be true to oneself, and a passion
to pursue something fine, Moreover, it is true with both of them that
the presence of imaginative quality, together with sensitiveness to the
essential things in matbers and situations, distinguishes their characters.
Their beauty is different from the beauty usually associated with the fair
sex--delicate, sensuous, or sometimes sentimental. It is a heavily out-
lined beauty, full of witality and freshness, in that sense Scandinavian,
and as a whole an expression of personality. Professor Wunsch in describ-
ing Thea Kronborg expressed this feeling well, "She was like the yellow
prickly-pear blossoms that open there in the desert; thornier and sturdier
than the maiden flowers he remembered; not so sweet, but wonderful, "

Alexandra Bergson is first seen on a dreary winter day in a small
town of Nebraska:

A tall, strong girl, and she walked rapidly and resolutely, as if she knew
exactly where she was going and what she was going to do next. . . . She
had a serious, thoughtful face, and her clear, deep blue eyes were fixed
intently on the distance.?

This is an expression of her personality. Throughout her life we see the
same personality growing up.

Alexandra's father, John Bergson, knew before she became twelve years
cld, that she was very different from his other children. His sons worked
well; they did not mind hard labor, but he could never teach them how to
use their brains about their work. On the other hand Alexandra was "like
her grandfather," by which he meant she was intelligent and essentially

Swedigh--with "strength of will and the simple direct way of thinking

lcather, The Song of the Lark, New York, 1937, p. 122.

2Cather, O Pioneers!, New York, 1933, p. 6.



things out."’ Therefo r¢, he wanted Alexandra to continue to keep his land
during her 1iiu. After their father’s death Alexandra's two brothers, by
far less Interesting characters, wanted to give up the land to make wore
money out of an casier life. But Alexandra insisted on holding it, and
ghe » bought new land. It was not only becausge she wanted to {fulfill
her fetherls will, but because she knew exactly what she wanbed to do.

1 o~

The lend was the medium of art for her. Had she not had imaginstion she
would have given up the land ss her brothers wanted to when she experienced
three yerrs of complete drought and failure with the wild lend. Willse
Cather says, Y4 ploneer should have imagination; should be able to enjoy

o oags . A .
the idea of things more than the things themselves,® and Alewandra does

have Imagination and idea.

When she wenbt to see the neighboring -
high land has fulere father than pres
"a 1little certainby,” for she has a passio

explaing Lo her youngest brother, who

that "we

must have

is

faith in the high land,

different Trom her

Emil. .

° “

I want

land she recognizes her own
t prosperity. She does not need
n for the "big chanee." She

other brothers,

1o hold on

harder than ever, Her brother notices that her face becomes radisnt:
Por the first btime, perhaps, since that land emerged from the waters of
gaoclogic agﬁs,'a human face was 32t toward it witn love and yearning.
Tt seemed beautiful to her, rich and strong and gloricus. Her eyes drank
in the oPa@dtI of it, until her tears blinded her,6

3114 a2

- Ibld. 9 }:).\ ;)lfau

4Tbid., p. 48.

5 L 13

:)Ibldab, Pe 612'.;”

brrs 1 -

Thid., p. 65.



That night she had a new consciousness of the cauntry, felt almost & new
relation to it. . . . She had never known before how much the country
meant to her. . . . She felt the fubure stirring.

It is this kind of sensitivencss and imagination that alvays sustained

her snd made her dream come true.,

Another striking quality of Alexandrs is a peculiar kind of indiffer-

@
—
Is

ence toward conventionalities. B8he is living in a community where everybody,

espacially her immediate family, is convention-minded. Her brothers do

not like to do "anything different from their neighbours,” and find fault

L=

»

vivth Alexandro for everything she does. However, Llexandrs says '"we still

. A ) E . 'y » . -
go on living as we think best. n While all the neighbours despise Horuwegian
Ivar and call him "erazy," she feels Ivar's real goodness and recognizes

that he has something that ordinary people do not. 3She goss to Iver to
ask how to protect her pige from disease. She knows he is aluays right
about the animals becavse he loves animals with his whele heart. Hew

brothers thought Ivar's idea wasg crazy; so they did not approve of Alexandra's

“l

Listening to him. She did not say anything to them, bul made up her mind
to take Ivar's advice. When this queer old character lost his land and

-

ve in, she took him intoc her house in spite of the objections

fda

place to 1

s}

of her whole family, and prepared z spescial place for the old man so thal

o

he would be comfortable, Her brother insisted that Ivar should be sand to
=y

an agylun for fear of neighbor's gossip. Alexendra lsughed and sald, "Ivaris

gqueer, certsinly, but he has more sense thsn half the hands I hire. "9 Her

7Ibid., p. 71.
@
“Ibid., p. %4.

)Ibigc, p. 100,
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epinion is "Ivar has just as moch right to hia own vay of dressing and

510 . . .
a8 uwe have, The same thing is true with her rather umatural

A
_., e

thinki

relationshlp with Carl Linstrum. When he cams back Lo visit her farm and

;..,

~Ls

stayed with her, the neighborhocd started gossiping about them. Her
brothers agaln accuged her of improper conduct for o women nearly forty
yearg of age., She was exbtremely divect in saying that she wanted Carl

to stay, "Well, suppose I want to Gake care of him? Whose business is

it but my own?"ll

Her sensitiveness could understand that BEmil, the youngest brother,
weg different from his brothers, and had some guality that should be

develoned. S0 ghe sent hinm to the wmiversity and let him do what

1

wented to. WIL is curious . . . on the oubside

‘
55
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1,

Ansrican boy,~-but underneath he is more Swedish than any of uss”l“ she
thinks., This shows the largeness of her capazity. She never left her
land, but she could see the world outside of her. 'We grow hard and
heovy here . . . and cur minds get stiff., I the world were no wider
than my cornfield, i bthere wera not something
feel that 1t was much worth while to work.”

ba attitude towards Frank Shabats after he killed

Bmil her quslity mors clearly. The tragedy of the two

o

young people was an 2axtremely severe blow for Alexandra because they were

the only persons whon she reslly cared for and loved., Alexandra wanted

e

]

to do somsthing for Frank because she fell that she herself had been

101big., p. 102.
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Marie and Emil did. Once she is convinced of this, she decides to

vigit Frani in the Jall, Her heart grisved for him deeply because "heiy

'Y

What Willa Cather seems Lo convey to us is that though Aleoxandra’s
"1ife had not been of the kind te sharpen her vision," her innabte guality

1£111 the purpoes in 110

0]

had ull besn toward the end of msking her proficient in whe
aken to do. Hor personal life, her own realization of her-

’lgogt a subeonscloug exigbence; like an underground river that
» surface only here and there, at intervals monthe apart, and

2 0 Jislds. N@V@ftﬂml@ap, the vnder-
3 shs had so much personality
mbting it into than 80
an those of her nelighbors,

W PO TR o
nLo ner s8ny

to puu

14

et
;_t

In the Bergsons Mrs. Bergson, though she plays only a small role in

.

the carly part of the story, exhibitls a more or less charming character,
As John Bergson said "she has been a good mother® and "aluays missed the
old country." She doss not have Alexandra's persistence or strength, but

k]

in o way she is interestis She is a kind of person for vhom heblts arse

very important. If she were cast upon a desert island, she would thank

k2

God for her deliverance, o garden, and find scmething to preserve.

s

She unremittingly trisd to oressrve the roubine of her old 1ifs anid new
surroundings, Tor this reason she was always unhappy, bub her endesevor

indaeed helped to kesp the Bergseng from "disintegrating morally and getbing

*  8he could not stand her neighbor's "slovenly

e

careless in their ways.

o

hougekeeping.” OUnce an old woman in the neighborhood hid in the haymow

a

beeause she was afraid to be seen by irs. BDergson with barefeet, She




2.0

always wanted "*o be lel alone® to reconstruet her old life in so

that was posgible. She is not important as e ploneer women, bub ir

o]
o))
s
H
=y
¥
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&

ent aurround

(I.!
1
b
Ay
fs
b

wve been able Ho Lind pleasure in the

which co

Thea Krox bgrg5 too, exhibits Swedish tralts. Some of these are her
tenacity of will--sometines appearing as a curicus stubborinnesg--her Wi

o)

compronising pursuit of whal she wants
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sengitiveness and imagination. They 211l contributed to make her personality
richer, and because her personalilty is richer she, like Alexandra, suffers
in her cuvirormenbe-wiich consists largely of counvernbtional-ninded psople.

At Tirst Thea Xronborg is only a lititle heppy girl sleven years of

age, with soft, fine halr and a silky skin which Mmust have come from her

2

e U R P . o o R P IS N » e €@t gmay om
mother.” Even abl o very sarly age she exhibits some passionate sensitive-

ness and Ilnnate Tluneness which Dr. Archie calls '"something very different

about her." She had a "flushed face, {reckled nose, fisrce little mouth,

and her delicate tender chin—-one soflt btoueh in her hard 1ittle Scandi-

navian face." Gertainly she uwas different from other children in the

commmunity. Thea'ts pood friends--lrs. Kronborg, Docltor Archie, Professor

Wunsch, Spenish Johmny, Ray Kennedy-~sll could receognize thet Thea has
spontaneity, energy, and, above all, =& z combination of gifts:

imaginetion, will, and passion. 5She shows very early her passion and
gsensibiveness for gomething fine. One day she noticed Doctor Archis's

gsgarf-pin: "That's the pretiisst one you ever had. I wish you'd stay
a long while and let me look at i1t." Actually it wes o specisl opal from
Chibuahuz, "Thea had o curious passion for jewelry" and she collected
avery shiny stone she saw and wandered to the sand hill to hunt for

crystals, sgates and others.



Frofessor Wunsch, who showed keen ins

19

ight in recognizing Thea's tal-

ent, wonders:

What was it about the child that one believed in? Wag it her dogned
industry so unusuval in this free-ond-sasgy country? Was it her 1m gina~
Lion? More likely it was because she had both imagination and stuboorn

will, curiously

gomething
She had 2
She hated
She

Thea Kronborg?ls 1life wa

had ?he power to make a great
herself .~

balancing and irterpsnetrating each other., There wvas
unconscious and un-awakened about her, that tempted curlosity.
kind of serious that he had not met with in a pupil before.
difficult things, and yet she could never pass one by. « « .
eiffort to 1ift a welight heavier than

nNess

8 nothing but the flowering of the qualities

Profes Wunsch had discovered in her at an sarly age. Yeara later

when she was studying wnder Harsanyil, he was impressed by the same thing
about her, "an unusual power of work." And vhen she matured an srtist
Harsanyi said that her secret was ". . . passion. That is all. t is

an open gecret, and perfectly safe. Like hevoism, it ig inimitable in
chesp materials.™’ Thea has something which intensely atbracts people who

have artistic sensibility. That is why Harsanyl really carced Tor teaching
her, and tried so hard to bring out all the poseibilities in her. She
could never find herself by playing the planc, though she worked despsr-

ately, mo

her

st of the time unsatisfied.

L.

In no other period of her life werc

strong will and stubborn passion mors keenly seen than in thoss days
struggle with herself.
In the pursuit of her art she wncompromisingly follows her artistic

congcience and

her voice

tion, but

gsomatimes her intuition. After Harsanyils discovery of

she studied wnder Bower, who was excellent in techunical instruc-
lackad the quality of Harsanyl, with whowm she felt congeniality.

16,
17

ather,

The Song e Lark, p. 122,
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She is never happy tnder Bower., Sh

1. »1

nass, and materisiism of Bowert!s prof

oy
p.u

ssatisfied

2

to Hoonstone in the sanme

senge. Thea's siglter ap are Just like the Dergson boys, who
do not have any imegination and asre joalous of Thea's larger experience.

In her home town she was expeschted to sing

Y

vhich her sister, for instance, thought

instinctive appreciation of beauty, her

conventions, directed her actions, She

ghe lnew these respocloble-locking people on the whole

appreciate wusic., On the other hand she was willipg to visit Spsnish

Johnny and the Mexicens., She danced with them, enjoyed thelr musle, and
gsang Tor them in cne of the most beawtiful sceres in Willa Cother'!s novels.
Thare wers ¢ sensitive exchange of owoblion and overwvhelming Joy of appre-

ciation of good music between Thea and the Mexieans, Her associstion

with the disreputable Mexicans shocked her brother and her sister. But

» -

are sxtracrdinsry musicians and ave able to

Thea could not help wondering Uhutﬂor the Mexiecans had no jealousies or
neighbourly grudgss as bﬂ@ peoch in Hoongtone had, There was ne consbraint

of any kind there . . . , but a kind of natural harmony aboubt_ltheir move-
ments, their greetings, their low conversation, thelr sniles.t

e

Thea sang for them and "this wes the first time she had ever [elt ths

NRTAP - mo
Ibid., p. 289,
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reaponse ths

3
t
b

t such o people can give." This kind of experience is coapLat Ly
alien to her sister Ann.
‘o ,

The subtlest ecxample of her sensitiveness to Tinesse is seen in her

responge and appreciation of the Cliff-Dwellers' ruins, ". . . from the

ancient dwelling there came sluays a dignified, umobtrusive sadness; nowu

stronger, now fainter . . . bub always present, a part of the air one
T nl9 oy 1 medant neot t & b et
breathed. Thea felt the ancient people's perception of the mysterious

power which resides in lhe grandeur of nature, and which conveys the
"gsadness of history" and the "hardness of human 1ife." She thought "all
these things made one feel that one ought to do one's best, and help to
fulfiil some desire of the dust that slept there. "0 Years after she
sald, reflecting this experience, "They teught me the inevitabls hardness

. 1, 1
ar who dossn't know theb. nl

of humen 1ife. No artist gets
Thesa Kronborg is a complex figure; besides all those qualities ébmve
secn there is a strange absence of weal intellectuality or sentinmentelity.
Perhaps it is Scondinaviean doggedness. Once Obtenburg sald, "I've decidad
that you wnever do a single thing without ulterior motive. %% Her love for
Dttenburg is typically Thesa Kronborg!s oun. Thea gave her love because
of gratitude, and agreed to merry bim. But after she knew he wag marvied,
she did not hesitate to leave for Germémy to sbudy. She refused to accept

(e

finaneial gsupport from Ottenburg, bubt she did not hesitate to ask fov

-

help from Doctor Archie. 8he knew that Doctor Archie was the only person

EQIbid.p Je

.
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During her stoy in Germany Thea's mother, to whom she was greatly
indebted for her excellent qualitiss, died. Her mother wasg the only

b 1,

she heard that her mothsr

3

percon in the family who understood Thea., When
wag on ner death bed, she would have gone bz ck to see her if she had not

felt a still stronger obligation to her art. She knew that she absolutely

L)
had to stay or lose everything.
o
We have o direct stetement of what Wills Cather wanted to counwvey:

What I cared aboubt, and sbill care about, was the girl's escape; the
play of blind gﬂmpce the way in which commonplace cecurrences fell to-
er bto liberate hﬂw from commonness., She seemed wholly at the mercy
of accident; but o persons of her vitality and honesty, fortunste acci-~
s will nlwavv happer. <3

Mrs. Kronborg has larger capacity than her husband, though in her

whole life she aluays admired her husband's honesty and goodness. 3She

”

was "active, practical, unruffled; good=humoured, but determined." More-

fy

‘s

over she had a "singularly wprejudiced point of view.® One of ths

e

largest enjoymente in her 1life was to watch Thea's unfolding. In this
regspact she 18 by far betbter than her hushand., "ir. Krorborg coasidered
Thea a remarkable child, but so were all his childrern remarkable. 24 Hege
ever, Mrs. Kronborg found Thea "more interesgliing than her other children,
and she toolk her more seriocusly." She always told the other children

"ou ought to lnow enough to let Thea alone." This is where Mrs. Kronborg

differs from her busband. She understood Thea in the best sanse., When
Prefessor Wunsch said Thea had a "talent," Mrs. Kronborg wos the only per-

gson who could understand what Professor Wunsch exactly meant, "To any other

ZBIbid., pe vii,

*bIbid., p. 8

L¥¥]
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wonan thers, it would have meant that a child must have her hair curled

every day and must play in public. Urs. Kronborg knew it meant that Thes

. R \ g PP -
must practise four hours a doy."<? In her disposition there was a complete

absance of littlsness and sham~-she would even encourasze Thea to wvisit the
Mexican gathering because she know Thea would really enjoy Indeed if

Thea has something admirable in her disposition, it must have come from
her mother., Willa Cather %&fo of this naturally understanding and kind
woman that she would have wade a good chess player, for she had a head

for moves and vositions.

B, HYorwegisn Characters

Willa Cather presents another rather chamning member of the Kronborg
Tamily, Thea's Aunt Tillie, who is "wore like the Horwegian" than Swedish.

1

he had intulition and Yronmantic

U)

She was an sager admirer of Thes because
imagination™ to find possibilities in her niece. She was an exaunple of
Ba belief that people vho are foclish aboul the more obvious things of
life are apt to have peculior insighl into what lies beyond the obvious,”
in "older countries, where dress and opinions and manners are aot s
thoroughly standard “ed,"L6 She always made some sunemies by advocating
Thzats "wonderfulness everyvhers, in a church group and a drama club
elonged to., "By one anazing indiscretion Tillis very nesarly lost
her held vpon the MHoongtone Drama Club.m?7 Once they choge Thea to take

the leading role in a very ambitious play they were pubbing on. When

[ o s
20Tbhid., p. 30.



they amncunced it to Tillie, they expscted her to bz overcome with Joy,

Thea ha Her time to show off ain't

come ye , & : mals Al 8it vp when it does. Ho use ask-

ing her y the ] ' up ab it. Iﬁguess they td
~ s

they could.=<5

o4

With this queer aunt, Thea is always very pabient, although she is ashamed
of her bshavior very often. It is strange hscause Thea usually does not
have enough patience with other people.

Horwegian Ivar in Q Ploneers! is one of Willa Cather's striking

characters, Usually Horwegiang are considered religious psople, but Ivar

[}

#73

is more then that. His religious fervor is sometimes beyond ordinary

(\

comprehension so that the neighbors decided that he was crazy and vielent.
He becomes irritable only when people disburb his belief or solitude, Tor
this reason bhe hates people. He has a sirange senss which enables him to
communicate with animals, which comes from his extreme love for them. At
the bobtom of his heart is a truly simple, childlike guality. He reads
the Norwegian Bible in hils dugout and gets comfort from it. He puls on

a clean shirt on Sundays, though he never belongs o any church. He

zetion

[

sinply does nolt like civil the litter of human dwellings: the

5
broken food, the bits of broken china, the old wash~boilers and tea-lketiles
thrown into mosmﬁhw”rmthﬁ

However, Ivar hag his own pecnliar tastes. He likes cleanness and
tidiness in his simple life. His bellef was that his simple way of living,
his closeness to the wilderness, is truer to the teaching of his Bible.

el

He did not like the nmanners of the kitchen girls in Alexsndra's household

&

3
“Ibid., p. 87.

~y

t\)

(o]

0 Pl oneefs., P. 37.




terms of the despest respect to set them a goo

You bhelieve that eve¢y one should worship God in the WRJ revealed to hin.
hat no ’ T tr: country. The way here is for all to do
alike, T an dusniged bacause I do not wear shoes, because I do not cut
my hair and becauge I have viglons. AU home, in the old country, there
Wera ke wme, who had been touched by qu or who had seen things in
the g:m, re yard al night and were dlff'er’ont af tnrwz"/’d e thought nothin
But here, If a man is different in his feet

L]
sut hinm in the asylum,30
vis character ig from Horwegisn strains

or not, ot some peculiar quality, perhaps the lack of intellectual quality

derived from intulitive imsgination, conveys a feeling of an old country.
One can feel this coming from his extreme honesty and goodness which noeb
innocent creatures on carth understand. It is not oltogebther strange,

therefore, thal he was the most understanding and sympathetic heliper when

Alexsndra wag troubled and depre;S’”- Willa Cether seems to mean that in
Ivarts guality so different Trom others, even if that difference does not

nean superior gifbs ag in the heroine, there ismmething betier than con-

venbiongl petty-minded pecple.
Willa Cather prescnts furthermore some othar iHorwegian characters

mportonce in Iy Antonia. Norwegian girls whe are hired

in Black Hawhk are always seen In conbrast with American girls, being

superior in their charm and sometimes sparkling liveliness. BEepecially
Lepa Liugard is one of Willa Cather's mopt innocently seasuous beaubieg
Mre. Harling, another interesting Horweglan character, has enthusiasm




an interesting

(o

above ohazrvation on th

suifice to show Wiila Cother's




{APTER ITI

BOHEMTIANS

In Q Ploneers ! Willa Cather juxtaposes Alexandra Bergson znd a

[
-

(S

inter—

Lole
4

oriz Shabata. The resuliing contrash
egbing. When we turn our eves from Alexandrats ‘%%mﬁngﬁdadmwaﬁem"
to this Bohemian girl, we observe some kind of gprightliness in her all

the time. It

bds

s perhapes the difference between Scandinavian gravity and

I

Slavonic impulsivensss. Both Thea Kronborg and Marle Shabata are pasaion-

ate girls, but the former's 1s persistent passion and the labter's is

Tl

oo

like a flame of fire. Alezandra compares Swedish and Bohemian girls:

Moot of ny girls have married men they were afraild of. I believe there

is a good deal of the cow in most Swedish girls. You high-strung Bohemlans

can't undergbtand ug. Welre a terribly p Here "highe
strung” seems to mean intensity of feeling or passlon.

+

rie Shabata repressuts some of the Bohemian characteristicge-
impulsiveness, gaiety, and warm-heartedness. She is always vividly alive
and the incarnaticn of passion, beauty, and lovelliness. "She was incapable
lvkewarm about anything that pleased her, She simply did not

\ - - -) >
know how to give a half=hearted response."™ Nobody coul help loving

her, snd hsr lovely figure and lutensity of exyression eanslaved and

lCather, Q Pioneers!, pp. 2R&9.

S -
~Ibid., p. 217.
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1

wr warie-hesrtedness always sympathized with Frovk Shabata., Sha

but she also knew It wag not the right

.

thing for ner o do. She geems to resent herself when she gays, looking
at the tress in the fipld, ¥I Like treoes because they seem more resigned

i

o the way they have to live than olhoer things That is why in spite
of her passionate love for Emil Bergson she could not run sway with hin.

Marie's omprehension of common sense and

s

morality. Even Alexandra could not understand completely her insistenc

,..h

on delight in 1ife. lMarle gave away everything to live. "Shel'll work
all dey and go Lo o Dohenian wedding and dance all nignt, and drive the
hay wagon for a cross man [Frank/ newt moraing. Emil always wondered
"why bad she ever run avay with Frank Shababe, and how could she go on

laughing and working and *taking sn interest in things? Why did she

like so meny people?"  Bub this wag the way that she, by her naturs,

EOTEHS Ner

5

must

e

Moreover, she once sald thal she would net like to live heyond

-

thirty. She should be alvays young, lovable, and full of 1life. The

whole bragedy of Marie and Emil was caused by her lovableness and pession.
It was not ¥ fault; she could not help being herself. Alexandra Bergsen

only chserved the sitwabion superficially with her conception that both

Emil only bad boys ran after "merried women,¥
and after all M ks T ed woman." UHowewer, after the tragedy

Willa Cather mekes 1t clear through Alexandra’s recognition that "Marie




30

. . e -
was, after all, Marie; not merely a "married woman.'™ ” Her happy and
affectionate nature had hrought destruction and sorrow to all who had
ioved her. Was there snything wrong in being warm-hearited and impulsive

ike Marie Shabata? Willa Cather scems te give her answer to thls ques-

i_‘_l

ot

ion when Carl Linstrum says:

There are women who spread ruln around them throuvgh no fauld of theire,

Just by being boo beantiful, btoo full of 1ife and love. They cannot he

it. PTeopls come to then as people 35 to o warm fire in winter. I us

to foel 5 dn her when she was a 1ittle girl., Do vyou remember hou &1]

the Bohemi crowded round her in the gtore . . .7 Tou remembsr those
1low in har eyes?lO

Willa Cather guggests that although Marle caused a destruction by her
pergonality was, by far, richer and more colorful than
and that her intense passion and incapacity for "bsing

athy and understanding.

improssion of My Antonia is, above anything else, of a

~

gh persopality named Antonis—~az girl with sburdy charqcter
Thvbenia had alwsys heen one Ho leave images in the

4id not fade.™L Antonials versonality is a happy blend of

those sensitive qualities Marie Shababa has--ployfulness, impulsive fire

)

of passion, warm-heartedness, and sturdiness. She never loses her honest

b

attitude towards 1ife, vhich is inherent in her.

b
In the very begimming a man who saw this Behemian girl among the
immigrent family on the train noted that she was "as bright as a neu
dollar." Later, though she spoke very little Daglish and was ia humble

ter beecouse she was a kind

circumgtances, she wag the

Thid., p. 285.
01hid., pp. 304-5.

Moather, My Antoniz (Wew York, 1954), p. 352.




of person whose inner strengbh ensbled her to live a richer life. There-
fore her attitude toward life was always eager, passionste, and tenacious,
When she had only fragmeantory English, she had copinions about everythimg.lg
In spite of adverse circumstances=-hard work and scarcity of foodw-sghe

<

instinctively knew how to live on the open prairie. We see her eagerness
to know how to say "blue sky" in Bnglish, and her intense pleasure when
ghe lesrns it. She could zluays forgelt about the troubles at home or
difficulties in life in rumiing away over the prairie, scuring rebbits

Fi)

or shbarting up flocks of quail.lB This is the picture of her first period
in the new country. Years laber vhen she was over forty and the mo*Hcr
of ten children, this same kind of "fire of 1ife" had not been lost.

After her fatherts death she began to exhibit the strength and tenac-
ity of will toward the life she must confront. She worked in the field
like a man, barefooted and regged. "But she has such fine brown legs
and arms, and splendid colour in her cheeks-~like those big dark red

plums."l4 Her honest attitude towards life was sesn sgain vwhen she cane

back to her farm alter her lmprudent and unfortunabe Her world~

ly brother and anbibious mother had no sympathy with her at all. They
grunbled over the vhole situsation. Antonie took her destiny calmly and
started to work as hard as she could. "There was a nevw kind of strength
gravity of her face, and her colour still gave her that lock of

. ,
deep~saated hsalth and ardour, nlo Mg e Antonials attitude towards

121pid,, p. 30,



1ife, She never cried over what had been done already, but her sturdy

)

character pushsd her forward to pay for her fgult. She did not ftake her
pretty clothes she had mede when she went away to marry Larry Donovan oub
of the trunis again. She took @ man's work on the farm quietly and stead-
ily so that no neighbors could make unsympathebic remarks about her, and
they respected her industry and tried to treat her as if nothing had
happened.lé

While she was working in town as g "hired girl," Antonia began to be

tind of talent. She picked

P

more Teminine ag well as te show a certain

»

up all the housshold tasks as quickly as che had lsarned how to speak
English., She exhibited unusual talent for dressing up charnhngly imitating
the very fashionable ladies in town. The same thing wes true with her

By
b

danca. As soon 28 she learncd some dance steps, she became the best dancer

on the floor, Her tslent for dancing made one think if “old Mr.: Shimerds
had stayed in Hew York and picked up a living with his fiddle, how differ-

o o s R . l‘? P ! - 3 e § 1
ent Antonial's life might have been ¥ Although she never itried mugic
training by herself nor studled any books, she aluays appreciated good
music and had an admiration for books. This kind of
had inherited from her fathsr.

Antonia is, like Marie Shabata, capable of intense passion, bubl some-
tines completely incapable of recognizing anything ouilside of her impulas,
This tendency was seen even when she was a child. VUhen she was working
at the Harlings, Mrs. Harling observed that her greatest fault was that

s . 418
tghe mo often stopped her work and fell to playing with the children.”

)

léLLlw.g Pe 314,
171pid., p. 223,

(&’ > 1
187pig., p. 155.



When she was told to stop going to dsnces, she just could not imazine her-

self withoult dancing and the gay crowd of boys svound her, and did not

3

hesitete to leave that most understanding wowmen, Mrs. Hurling, and go to

the Cubtters, who had a very bad reputation. She declared

"4 girl like

s

me hasg gob to take her good timss when she can. Maybhe there won't he any

- . . . ) . . 7o nl9
tent next year. I guess I want to have wy fling, like the other girls. "™
She is incapable, here, of recognizing how she has been happy at the
Harlings, or the moral obligation she has toward many pecple. With the
seme imprudence she ran after a man like Larry Donovan, who was so much
inferior to Antonia's goodness and capacity. He was a welle-dressed gallant
and nothing else. As Antonia herself reflected later, the trouble with

her wag she could never bhelieve harm of anybody she j.(;rv'edf“)'O

This occasional lack of prudence in her behavior disappointed people
who loved her.  Howsver, everyone realized how much better Anbtoniats
personality was thon that of the cther girls who made no mistake and
succeaded in thelr careers. After Antonia left, Mrs. Harling bitterly
gaid that she "wished she had never let herself get fond of Antonia."zl
The widow Steavens felt despair that Antonia, who
had so much good in her, had come home disgraced. And that Lena Lingard,
that was always a bad one . . . had turned out so well, . . . there is a
great difference in the principles of those two girls. And here it was

the good one that had come to grief K<

Those readers who had known Antonls as always ambitious and vivid




night have difficulty in recognizing her when she was married to an obscure

<

Bohemian and the mother of ten., However, it ias not the picture of the
failure of the girl who used to he so ambitious. Antonia was essentially
genial and warm-hearted with sound mind and body, and, as Mrs. Harling
had noticed her love for children and animels, Antonis had the natural
capacity to be a good housewife and mother, Antonia®s husband was, by no
means, happy in the new world. The life they established was a fine life,
but it was not certainly the kind of life he wanted to live. Like Mr.
Shimerda he missed the gay compsny he had always bsen associated with.
However, he did say "at first I near go crasy with lonesomeness . . .
but my woman got such a2 warm heart. She always make it as good for me as
23 $o 4
she could,"™” This is the secret of her success.

Willia Cather says through Jim Burden's comment that Antonia, in the
full vigor of her personality, is "a rich mine of life, like the founders
: o)
of early races."“4
She lent hersslf to immemorial human attitudes which we recognize by
instinet as wniversal and true. . . . She was a battered womasn now, not
a lovely girl; but she still had that something which fires the imagina-
tion, could still stop ona's breath for a moment by a2 look or gesture
thal somehou revealed the meaning in common things. She had only to
stand in the orchard, to put her hend on a lithle crab tree and look up
at the apples, <To make you feel the goodness of planting and tending

and harvesting at last. ALl the strong things of her heart came oul in
- L3 I3 <>
her body, that had bsen so tireless in serving generocus emotions.23

Gt

i, Shimerda in iy Antonia is an uwnforiunate Bohemlan immigremt. He is

an intelligent, werm-hearted, and cultured man., "There was not a man

in Black Hauk who had the intelligence or cultivation, much less the

231bid., p. 367.
Rh1pid., p. 353.

)
&5Ibid.



personal distinction,
him from grumbling over his miserable life.

the zame quiet j as Anton Rosicky has

Me, Shimerde was

lonely and mson 1ife he had te cenfront. If he

honest attitude toward 1life, he night have been

the new rough cowntry, if not to adjust to it.

to America, but his wife, less refined, coarser

persuaded him,

@

4

1is 0ld country and

the memory and nostalgils overcame any embibtion

glimpse of an older, mellower, and soberer
I the world my

ug the impression raterious.

that

One can

t adjust himss

Anbonia told that her father had grieved
friends with whon he used to play
and desirve.

world, and his

of 2 cultured man.

71

)

£
of Antonial's inther."20 His temperzment prevented

see the glimpse of
in Mr. Shimerda. However,
1f to the
had had & strong and
able to endure life in
He did not want to come
and mare covetous, had
eeply on leaving
music.
He glves &

gsuleide leaves

He had wuch

education and knew so many things that even "Bohemisn priestes came to
talk to him," and he had skill in playing the violin and horn. However

after he came to the new comtry,
daughter begged him to. "Somedays he taokes his
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fingers on the strings" bu

violin symbolized his good old days that were lost.

o=

Mrs. Burden, the kind :

beggars in the old country,

had some sevings left so that when the spring

2

bit better off and able to build a néw house.

he never played music,

T ne

and helpful neighbor, to lmow that
that his family were respected,
comes

However, hig des

aven though his

-

violin oul of his box

ver made music. His

My, Shinmerda wanted
they were not
and that he

he couvld be a litils

D

ire was

Within himself
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The manner of his speaking was kindly. Though he never spoke much

Pyl
aL

he conveyed much affectlon when he spoks to Antonia. One day vwhen bhe came
back from hunting, he brought back a grecn inssct and put it in Antoniats
hair tenderly, and when the Insect startsd to chirp faintly
s . 2 . e g o p
as if it were beaunbtiful msic.” This sensitive man found that it was
impossible to endure life in the mean environment, withoul sny culture
or beauby, in the crowded clutter of bhis cave, with his coarse grumbling
wife. "The old men had come to believe that peaceé had vanished from the
. . y — R8s
carth, or existed only in the world he had left sc far bhehind.™™ Only
vhen he was in a warm and peaceful atmosphere did he look rested and
confortable.

He was always nestly dressed, "Bverything asboulb this old man was
in keeping with his dignifisd mancer." Bwven in the miserable uinter in
hig cave "he was clean and neat asg usual, with the green neckeloth and
s gRD

1is coral pin. Bven to the moment of his death he carried himself thus.

He done evervthing natural., You knew he was alwaye sort of fixy, and
dinner, and washed himself all

fixy he wes to the last. He shaved after
over after the girls had done the dishes
shirt and clean socks, and after he was dressed he
the 1ittle ¢ne, took his gun and said he was Oilé

When e P Vo i . 0
+ o « When we f

- o
-2
. » » » Then he pub_on a clesy
kissed /Antonia/ and

out to hunt rabbits,

[.

ound him, everything was decent.”
A though he was completely incapable of adjusting to the new life
25 i 4
and supporbing his family, his mewory has baen alwsys in Anbtonia's mind,
When she became the mother of ten, she told that her father had been "dead

21l these years® and "yat he ig more resl than almost ahybody sles.® His

>
g
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&
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qualities were something precious for Jim Purdents 1ife too, Jim Burden
remembered Mr, Shimerda when he was meking the valedictorisn spesch and

he, in bis mind, dedicated it to that unfortmwmate cultured man., Mrs.

When é&ntoni§7 first came to this country . . . and had that genbeal ald
man to watch over her, she was as pretily a girl as ever I saw. But, dea
me, what a life uhe'd led, . « . Things wpuld have been v*ﬂj dJLf°LO“t

with poor Antonia if her father had llved.

Mr. Shimerda would have been the kind of person who can keep human I1ife

from losing beauty and becoming mean. Bul he uwas too sensitive and weak

te continue the hard life. Again, Willae Cather seems to demend sympathy

toward this kind of people.

oz

Very different from Mr. Shimerds, Anton Rosicky is an ddesal portrait
of a Bohemion immigrent favmer. Perhaps he ig one of the most genuine

and serens persons Willa Gather ever creatsd. His

EéJ
W
o
2
by
&
m
(R
)
@
@
e
w
@
b
=
0
o

o

of what such a life stands for in terms of a satisfactory adjustment in
the nevw farming environment, and all thal was significant in the man's
wnole 1life.

His life is well established and stable, with a good-naltvred and
simple wife and five handsome boys, all of whom have "natural good manners.”
As Doctor Burleigh says Rosicky!s house is the most comfortable place to
vigit. Howsever, his life story is by ne means without hardship and mean-
ness. The hardship and msanness did not aifect his personality becouse
he never lost his tashte for a ceritain kind of 1ife he liked and his
warmest love for his fellowmen, His face suggested "a contertod disposi-

tion and a reflective quality that was gay ranhar than grave. This zave

. s . 5 32
him a certain detachment, the sasy manner of an onlooker and observer.!’

?1£.>ia., pp. 153=4.
32 Cather, Qbscure Destinies (New Vork, 1932), pp. 4~5.




He was a quiet and reserved men, yet as the above guotation suggests he

knew the dslight of life which is one of the Bohemian traits.
As Mrs., Rosicky often realizes, Anton Rosicky is gentle and '"elty-

bred.” Though bhe had married a "rough farm girl, he had never touchad

her without gentlen@ss."BE Although he has those qualitiss that only a

°

cultivated man can atiain, he is a very simple men "like a tres that has

oy
many roots, bubt one tap-root that goss down deep."™™ By saying the root

gy

"

goes doun deep, Willa Cather seems to mean that this man had something by
which his whole 1life was directed snd sustained. As we observe Rosicky's

life, we see that it is an unusual degree of good taste which directed it.

'm

-

That is why his life is extremely sersne. He could not stand a certain

ct

kind of coarsenecs in life and pecople. His life was gomebimes hard, but
at the same time "soft," becsuse Rosicky could nesver be brutal and coarse.
When he reflects upon his youth, he feels much satigfaction and gratitvde
about his present life. He remembers that he had to take awsy monsy fron
a poor hungry child who "let it go so wistfully because it was nonsy due

his bosss;" and that he had to see "the face of a woman hecome like a

Tt

wolf's from struggle and famine." It was thoge kinds of things that

Rosicky hated with his whols heart. He wanted to live on the farm bscauge

he was disgusted with the situation in which he could not keep his distence

be}
the "depraved and poisonous specimens of man,"JS

)
5

Another remarkable quality of Anton Rosicky is his extraordinary

love and warm sympathy toward people. He could not feel sasy so long as




g
O

he knew somebody was suffering. Once he even did begging which he had
never dons before or siance, because by his fault he had eaten a duck which

his poor landlady had prepared for her hungry family for Christmas dinner.

His sympathy toward his daughter-in-law, the only native American in the
family, is the warmest one. He understood perfectly how this girl felt

)

lonely and uncongenial with the different kind of people. He gave his car
for her to use on a2 weekend although he knew quite well that his other
sons had been waiting for a whole week to have fun. It was important for
him that "either & woman had that sweetness at her heart or she hadn't.
You couldu't always Tell by the look of them; but if they had that, svery-
n36

thing came out right in the end.! His davghter-in-lew felt that Rosicky

wag really & warm person,that "anobody in the world, not her mother, nor
- 37
[ner husbang7, or anyons, really loved her as much as old Rosicky did."

He never cared for o 1life which was rich in a material or a monetary

sense. He loved 1ife itself and knew how to live. Again his innate taste

5

determined his lifse. The neighbors of Rosicky sometimes wondered why
Rosicky "did not get on fast.” When most of the neighbors bought new

land to make move profit Rosicky was indifferent.

He was indus triowu, and so wers his boys, but they were rather free and
easy, weren't pushers, and they did not aluays show good judgment. They
were comxortable, they were out of debt, but they did not get much
ahead,’®

Doctor Burleigh is right when he says: "People as generous and varm




hearted and affectionate ag the Rosickys never got shead wuch; meybe

rhable guelity of
mind==hiz atbitude boward life-=very clearly. On the Fourth of July a

terribie hot wind attacked their farm and all the crops wers burnt out

»

He actually lost all the crops of that

corn when the hot wind came, snd after

gquietly came home and proposed to have
He killed the best chickens o prepare special fried chickens, and washed

After he refreshed from the sweabt of the day,

the corn he

?

"Corn," he says, "there ain't no cora.
Mhat you talkind asboutin his wife as b@d "Ain't we got forty acres?!

Mie ain't got an ear," he says, "nor nobody else ain't got no: e. ﬁll
the corn in this country was cooked by thres otelock tod lay, like you'd
roasted it in the oven. ., . . Ho crop this year," he says, "That's vhy
we'rs havin'! a plenic., Ve might as well enjoy what we got."AO

ke £
IS E ¥ ==}

- A, . TR SO ) " ey o Lo
Mre. Rosicky told her sons years later:

That's how your father behaved, when all the neighbours was so discouraged

they couldn't look you in | ace. And we enjo"ed ourﬂn 2

pooT as we was, en' our nel )

niserable., *oma of lem gri
sh vhat they did have %

g

wasn b 2 bit better off for bein'
eved Lill 11 v gob poor digestions and

Rosicky knew how to live and what was the precious thing in 1ife. dJust

as his wife preferred pulting some color into their children's Taces to
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endurebla, After Rosgickyls death Doche
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Yoomplete snd boeutiful.?  And so
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which meke 1ife richer
or Burleigh feld Rosicky's
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1lla Cather shows definite appreciation of German people for their
characteristics and way of life. Although she does not present many
German characters who play important roles in her fiction, in various
places we sse her recognition of Germen qualities—-exbtraordinary industry
and thoroughness in doing things, love for rich and ecolorful family life,
and love and talent for music. In O Ploneers! Alexandra Bergson always
admires Germans for their exitraordinary industry in vatering their orcherds,
She says, "that's one thing I like aboul Germons; they meke an orchard

coos , s 1 . R
grow if they can't make anything else.™ In One of Qurs we find a line

such as "Germen neighbours, the Yoeders, who hated to stop work for a

e
~

quarter of an hour on any accoimt,!

In many placeg Willa Cather portrays German Tomilies who are partice
wlarly remarkable for their beautiful and colorful gardens and abundance
of planted treeg, This was a very important aspect of their contribubion
to 1life on the newly opened prairie, for, "Trees were so rare in that

country, and they had to meke such a hard fight to grow, thal we used <o

feel sanxious about them, and visit them as if bthey vere persons. The
German neighbors whom Jim Purden visited had admirshle calalpa groves
]

“Coather, 0 Pionecers), p. 133.
ZOataq“ One of Qurs, p. 6.

BCather, My Antonia, p. 29.



and big elm trees. It is apparent that the German people's effort and

'?J

love of growing planis added wmueh color to life on the lend where there

were no gardens except Mihe big yellow pumpkins that lay akout unprotected
oS L '!;‘ T, T "c
by their withering vines.’ Furthermore, Willa Cather says,

ALy

There ig hardly o German family in the most arid part:
), but nas its olsander trees. However lout

A Hexico,
or Arigzona,
the family may be, there was never
. .
1

~born
gsons of
nuscle Lo the Oﬂ"knhﬁoaulhﬂ task of getb

e ol
the cellar in the fall and wp into the sunl in t Ny
gtrive to avert the day, b they grapple m,u% the Lum at last.”

Mrg., Kohler in The Jong of the Lark is a remarkable example of this

el

German leove of maintensnce of culbured home 1ife in terms of making a

@

beautiful garden. Her ambition was Lo reproduce "a bit of her own village
. B e T . 6

in the Rhine Valley" in her garden.  She had tamerisk hedges, Buropean
lindens, many kinds of flowers, and fruil trees.

She hid herself behind the ~“owfh uhe had fostered, lived under the shade
of what she had planted and waterad =2nd pruned. In the blaze of the open
plain she wasz stupid gnd blind "ife#an oul, Shade, shade; that wss what
an

she was alwaye planning and making.

1 ] 1
kY

Professor Vunsch's ouly hope was to and his life with her and to be burled
in her garden, under the linden trees. TFor Thea Kronborg it was a precious
{hen she became a great singer in New Yorlk, she reflescted wpon
it and said that "the old things, things like Zohler's gorden" were very

- . N ' 2
precious for her becauss they sustained her art.

3.

Gather, Tne Song of the Lark, p. 32.



Another remarkable characteristic

She always took pleasure in listening

. her permanent guest, Professor Wunsch.

going to a concert or 1

el

of Mra. Kohler

to Thea nronbor

Although she

bl

ig her love for music,
g talking lessons from

had never had the

opportunity of istening to any sSinging, she had

5 natursl camacwtj for enjoying good music, Thea usually sang especially
for Hrs. Kohler, vhose {ace was relaxed and perfectly happy listening to
Thea. She was one of a few people in the town who could enjoy the music
heard from the Mexican selttlement. The night vhen Thea sang with the
Mexicans, unile the whole neighborhood was asleep, Mrs. Kohler d not
stay in bed when she heard their music. It 1 one of the beauliful scenes

in the novel That she, with her hu
to the music across the gulch:

sband, opened the window and lisbened

The soprano volce, like a fountaein jet, shob wup into the light. . . . Hou
it lesaped from amonﬂ t’ ose dusky male volees! How it played in and about
and around and over Ihen, like a goldfish dorting among croew minnows,
1liks & yellow Dubba‘f’” gozring above a swarm of dark ﬁnou.)
Her husband, Fritz Kohler, is an exiremely quielt person. Willa Cather
does not dencte nuch character drawing to him. However, in his wvork as
a marvelous work

way in order to pro-

Thip kind of artistic conscience mey be derived
A German family, the Erlichs, in Ong of Ouprg is significant in connec-
tion with Willa Cather's eppreciation of the German way of life., Claude
Wheeler, = sensitive young boy from 2 small town in Hebraska, found their
mily life was very different from that of those people to whom he he-

longed. This recognition of the quali

9. Yy
i _;.\-. r\-(/‘u.

bid.

ty of a German

familyts life



nf neced Claude Wheeler!s whole oubtlook, Life for him came 1o have a

;_u
-._I

richer mean(mg after he knew the Erlichs. There uwas nothing wonderful

about the rooms of the Eriliche! houge except a large munbsr of hooks which
locksd "interssting and hard-used. ™0 The boys in the family were mentally

o zlert thal they took interest in many fields and discussed togebher in

extrenely interssting ways.

z
The center of this family, Mrs, Briich, had a rich and coloriul

culture, "Her face, . . . suggested a daguerreo-type; there was something

nll She

old=-fashioned and picturesque aboub it. wa.s most understanding

invitad him to

abeut Clavdel's uanfortunate state of nind and git her

nouse often, When she talked teo Claude, she taught much about 1ife and

he felt from her full warmth znd kindaess. She had somebhing which made
one think "Yoechwoods and walled howns, or about Carl Schurs and the

12 s A s
Romantic revolution." Her Christmas coke was very elaborate. It had

B S

tradition she inherited from her own old culture Peside

t-L

ingredients, there were things which were not named; "the fragrance of

o

old friendships, the glow of early memcrlesn, belief in wonder~working

3 Lz

rhivmes and 20nNgs.

L

Willa uALnﬂﬂ conveys threough Claude Wheeler's percep-
tion the stmosrhere of German culture.

* ] Ty s . 4 |y o s P PN
J111a Cather seems to the Germang knew the wt;et of

avolding monobony in family Life:r simpls practicss and cugboms, smwall

things in themselves, contributed a precicus elemant unecessary Uto make
daily 1life move colorfunl and stiractive. This kind of 1life was absolutely

*Ocather, Oune of Qurs, p. 40,
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necessary for the young people like Claude Wheeler who came from the place

where most people did not have anything like taste. OClaude first thought

the Brlichs were rich, bubt soon discovered they were rathsr poor psople
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fzchineg . . . couvld not pleasure, whatever else they could do.

\ . - . s
Thay could net make agrseable psople elther. W™

. 3

Proflessor Wongeh in [he Song of the Lark is a marvelous o

a German character, Nobody knew aboult his past, VWhen he drifted from

Q

Sty

somevhere inte Moonstorns, he was a drunken and rapged musician. His

eptire worldly property consisted of two shirts., The whels toun was

surprised when the Kohlers took him to live with them. People belisved

1

he wag merely one of the wandering nmusicians whe were incepsbls of beilng
better off by any means and were scandalized by him. Howewvaer, he proved
a real artist and a beltier muglcilan than any other music teacher in town.
Frowm bime to time he showed glimpses which revealsd that he had once been

R IO B . » SR P | s hyens .
musician and teachsr. Benesth nisg idlensss there was &,

zf in hig theory of art and the

artist--a thorcughness of menlol ne, and a great capacity for

g . T e " o N P s - .
Though Thea Kronborz was only tuelve years old when she bozan o
- . ' 3 I A avam o e am o T Now 2L,
study under Professor Wuanseh, she reeognized hls grestuness. 4And the
K1 3 m™m gy e o x> Thy s S S L FUYP, - 1 2o
Professor recognized Thea's graat promise. When people asked Thea il

. o 2 N 2o Trdan e e e
he acted Juring the lessons ag il had been drinking, she angrily

answersd, "He knows a lot., More than anybedy. I don't care 1f hs does

hyvia., p. 43.



drink. ™0 s, EKronborg also recognized his quality as an artist. '"He's
a good teacher" she said; "Itl's good for us he does drink. He'd never

be in a little place like this if ke didn't have gome veskness. . « «
He's careful with his scholars; he don't use bad langusge.

xr

In teaching Thea, Professor Wunsch expressed hig passion because he
N2 £

Y

n Thea someons to whom he could conmunicate some of his ideals of

”
o
E!
[oNy
L

art. It is hard to tell what was the conflict within Proffesscr Wunsech
which broke him down and caused him to become a failure-~to sesk refuge

sintegration

s

in alcohol. However, one of the causes of his progressive d

waes tne fact

fa)

that he had been emblttered by the necessity of iteaching
provincial American girle. It was impossible to fteach the mellow tradi-

tion of srt snd the tremendous demends of artistic integrity to thosae

s

girls whooe greatest interest was to play something showy in a pretiy drecs
at a church concert. They had no idea about the intelligence and emotion

E I )

bitterly that music was never an art for thew,

3

[

L

needed Yor music, lHe fe
and was naddened by the shallowness and complacency of the people. From
that most pathebic scene when the Prolfessor repsatedly sang a pasgage

frow Qzpheug,

o * - © a » - e - '_1’!’ - L]
TRymand 3 . Tanmad A& Ly
Buridice, Buridiecs.™'

we know he had lost hisz Euridics onece go dear %o him, Ve do not know

exactly whom and whalt he had lost, DTut he must have lost much of his

ather, The Song of the Lark, p. 20.
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Professor Wunsch taught only one pupil seriously. He was uncompro-

he mashed her fingers and was unable

o]
2

to practice he let her work with her left hand only.”~ The

wy was in the developrent of hﬁ“ FARYS

He did not glve

Ty TEn e
3, The result was as

T o o PRI I Y o 3 . -
hed one more inbelligert, and he bad never had

must play a "Dallade™ by Rednecke gt the Sunday School Christmas concerd
if ghe anything at all, DBven Mrs. Kronborg sald that the "Ballade?

the Mbonstone audience." However

w20

wounld n , The Professor sald
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v thot they learn something,

His enthusiasn, perfectionism, and passion for art were shown uhen

21 . ,
Ornhegg,“l He t01d Thea aboubt the great woman singsr

rman mentality,

an knouw the secret of the

o & . - o Lo < gmon : A . LI B |
universe, Professor Wunsch says. "It iz necessary to know 1€ you know
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Plumbers and brewera and bank clerkg and dressmakers, they wouldn't
be there unless it meant some*hing.zé

And he often made engagements with those kinds of people, althouvgh mogt
musicians of his distinction do unot. Jacob Gayheart, a watchmaker in a
gmall town, was a German vwho played the clarinet and the flute. IHe often
forgot about his necessity to earn a living in order to give lessons to
the town band, WNo furthsr detoiled obgervation will be needed to prove
that Willa Cather was deeply interested in the Germen character and had

a profound appreciation of

font)

.t.

of

ZGCather, Lucy Gayheart, p. 68,




CHAPTER ¥V
SPANISH-IMEXICANS AND IWDIANS

The main source of the character study of HMexicens ond Indiszng is

L

Death COomes for the Archbishop, in which Willa Cather presents wvarious

o

native Hexican and Indian characters who, as the French missionarie

discover, represent sirong traite of their own cultures, Therefore Loth

=

the two groups of people will be treated in this chapter.
A. Spanish-iexicans

Willa Cather shows a warm syvrpsthy and appreciation of the Hexican

people in her delineabion of thelr characters., Her portraitures of the

Mexicans are rich in variety, and exbremely charming.

ing one or two major characters, she shows us many minor, yet, in each

Biaess

ies which seldom receive appropriate attention. Hexicans

ae

have & mixed culbural heritage of Indian and Spanish, but with the Hexicans

y Willa Catherts fiction Spanish traits are often dominant, The native

priests who appear in Death Comes for the Archbishop have strong Spenish

characterisbice including Spanish passion. Spanish Johnny and his neigh-

0]
fats
(=3

bor Mexlcan he Song of the Lark are gay, carefree, and naturalls

indolent. Howaver their easy-goling way of life has a strange mixture of

that enthusiassm vhich 1s characteristic of the Spenish.

The Mexican people in the Mexican settlement 1




Ut
L]

are simple people toward whom the people in Moonstone have a contenptuous
attitude; to them they are low=born Toreigners and do not have "respect-
ability." However, in spite of their simple way of living, their ability
to enjoy the small pleasure of life--music or dancing--and the spontaneity
of their emotions make their life warm and colorful.

-

Their ardent yet sewnsitive sppreciation of music is particularly

R

lay School concert Thea Kronborg played the "Ballade!

e ¥

renarkable. At a Sund
of Reinecke to on audience for vhom a pretty little piecs played by a

lovely girl would have been enough. The audience was bored and fell to
whispering. DBul a grouﬁ of Mewicans in the sudience really appreciated

3.

the wpusic, ard when Thea finished her performance, unusually enthusiastic

'3

applavse came from them, Thedr appreciation and enjoyment of music and
dancing were spontansous and sensitive too. As Thea Zronborg observed,
their life was very muach a femily effair, BEverybody--young and oldm—
danced well and genuinely enjoved it. Even krs. Tellamantaz, who "always
held her‘*h ulders so stiffly," danced better then Thea. The alwosphere
of thelir gathering was entirely spontaneous; the musicisns did not keep

their part only, bub whenever they felt like dsncing, they called some of

the boys to take their ingtruments and went on the floor. It was very

ity

di

l

"ferent from the dance known to Thes in which "the boys played rough
jokes and thought it smart to be clumsy and to run into each other on the
floor. TFor the saquare dances there was always the bawling volice of ths

caller, who was also the county auctionesr, 2

e

i

n the MYexican dance, how
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The rhythm of the music was smooth and engaging, the men were craceful and

courteous. . . . There was an atmosphere of ease and friendly pleasure in
the low, dimly 11t To0m. « . . There was no constraint of any kind . .
bubt a kind of natural harmony m%@dh thelir movements, thelr greebings, t
low conversation, their smiles.

"

-t ®

elir

No other scemne gives more beautifully their enthusiastic appreciation of
mugic than that when Thea sang for them after the donce.

She had sung for churches and funerals and teachers, but she had never be-
fore gung for a really musical people, and this was the first time she had
ever felt the response that such a people can give. They turnsd themselves

ey had over to her. T3‘01" the moment they cared about nothing in
the world bub what she was doing., Thelr faces confronted her--upen,; eager,
wprotected. She felt asz if all these warm-blooded people debauched into
her,

After Thea {inished one of the Mexicans said, "If you sing like that once
in the City of Mexico, they Just-a go crazy . . . When they like, they

£
ust-a give you the towa, "’

s

It i9 this kind of quelily in the Mexicans, Wills Cather emphasizes

.

tely warmer and more colorful,

3 o

over snd over again, that makes 1ife infin]
a quality which provincial American communities represenmted hy Moonstone
so often f2il to recognirze.

Spesnish Johuny is the most interesting ond colorful exampls of the

Mexican character. He came to Hoonsgtone as a painter and decorator. As

5

thful, Because of his warm=hearted, gay,

L‘e

a worker ne was clever and fai
and carefres disposition his "popularity would have besen unusual for a

° r ey » W) * 5 2. 3
white man; for a Mexican it wos unprecedented. n6 He was gifted in nmusice——

a tenor woice, the mandolin, and the guitar. The trouble with him wes

3Ibid.
4Ipid., . 292.

5Ivia. .

61vid., p. 5h.
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that he, as people said, "periodically went crazy."? Once that kind of
spell attocked him he would play the mandolin furiously snd drivk until
he passed out. Tinally he ran away from the lown, wendering from one
saloon to the other playing music until he was completely exhausted and
becane sick in heart znd body. He entirely forgot about Mrs, Tellamantes
and his obligation to work until he nesded to come back to her to be taken
care of. His conflict was that he had In his mind some inexplicable long-
ing which he wanted to satisfy. His musical instinct and emotion some-
tines grew up so intense that he needed some means to express them. Therew

fore, he wanted more excitement, a be

4

tter and more receptive audience, and,

above all, to burn up his emotion by losing himeself in ecstacy. Becouse

of this impulse he forgot all respo

=

18ibility and Judgment. Hobody could

check his behavior, for, as HMrs. Tellsmantez said, "a little thing is big
%

to him." Here Willa Cath

4]

(L

r suggests that Spanigh Johnuy is more capable
of emotion and sensitivensss than most of the people who have common sense
and behave accordingly. After Mrs. Tellamantesz died, he decided to take

the mandoliv ag a way of Living and bisg life then became more regular.

Years later in an opera house in Hew York Spanish Johnmny was the most
enthusiastic and perhaps one of the best listeners to Theals performance.
Spanish Johnny came out of the Opera House, and Willa Cather gives a

He welkeod down Broadway with his hands in his overcoatbt pockets, wearing
o 9 ]
a smile which embraced sll the stream of life that passed him and the light-

i
ed towers that rose into the limpid blue f he evening sky. If the sinpger,

going home exhausted in her car, wes wonder what was the geood of it all,
that smile, could she havg seen it, would ha ahgwered her. It is the
only commensurate snsusr,

TTpid.
=3
“Ibid., p. 57.

Ibid., p. 573.



55

Thé Mexicans in Death Comes for the Archbishoo often exhibit o combi-

nation of cunning, indolence, and generosity. They are on the whole simple,

deveut, and warmehearted. When Bishop Latour lost his way in the degert

Y 2

omewhere in central New Mexico, he found a 1little Mexican dwelling and

.

was racelived abt one of the homes there,

from the moment he ent@red thisg roow with its thick whitewas]

walls, Father Latour had felt a kind of peace aboul it. In its bareress
and simplicity there was so vethlmc comely, . He found hin £

much at home with the four dark-headed men who sat beside him %u the candle
Jight. Thelr manners were gentle, their vo o and agres

el
Q
©
0

o

1
This is & picture of typical MHexican people in Death Comes for the Avch-

bighop.

Thers are the Mexican priests, who have developed authorities of
their own according to thelr oun intersst and the local need. Padres
Gallegos and Martinez arc the exbreme examples. They were,as prissis,

morally lax and corrupted. However, there was something very powsrful

nificent about them. Padre Gelleges was a drunkard and a profes-

[

and ma

oo

gional gambler. Yet, "there was somebthing very engaging about Gallegos

)
(S hy &

.a
]
£,

as a man. As a priest, he was impossible; he was too self-gatisfied ax
LI . nll 1. 2 1.

popular ever Lo change his ways. Padre Martinez had, also, many scan-

dals in hisg personal 1ife and a very arrogant personality, bub he was nod

only well learned in the Lstin and Spanish classics but knew about his

country so well that no one could give betler accounts on the history and

situation of Nevw Mexico. He kept his church in good condition and had a
large and devout congregation.
The delicate lace, snouy linen, and burnished brass on the alt&r told of

a devobted Albtar uurlw. The hwy who perved at the altar wore rich smocks

lOCather, Death Comes for the Archbishop, pp. 25-6.

L1pid., v. 8.



of hand-made lace over their scarlel cassccks, The Bighop had never heard
the Mass more imprecsively sung than by Father Marbinez., The man had a
beantiful baritone volce, and he drew from some deep uell of emotional
power. Hothing in the gervice was slighled, every phrese and gesture had
its full value.b

Bishop Latour thought this Mexican priest might have been e great nan, if

he had been rightly guided., "He had an altogether compelling personality,
a disturbing, mysterdiouns, magnetic power. #d3

Antonio Olivares uwas one of the progperous Mexlcan rancheros. He
had married a girl from Kentucky, who was educated at a French convent
and had excepbional refinement and bezuty. However, we can well in

o0

ably to keep

his
and manners, and
audience for his
ssoriss

acce

regt of

.4
g

CeNnerous

sengitivity to pe
band aluays gave

Father Letour something good for the eye. Horeove
of person who cherished friendship. Olivares uas

and gracious

way of living of Olivare

s halped consider=’

wife's charm and be 3Uty He had reflinement of dress
good taste about everything.  He offered the warmssd

wifels music. The silver basin,

nleased Bishop Laltour, the man of

were the present frowm Olivares, He

oplets tagbe that once his wife rems
Father Vaillisot someihing good for

f,

severe

the meost underston

pitcher, and toilet

taste, 2ll the

had also such

rked thalt "her hus-
the palate, and

r, he wag the kind

B o S
Sl

ng

and clever advigor for Bighop Lalour's asmbition to build a cathedral in
Santa Fe, It wes not only hieg deep alfection for his native Lown that
mede him wish to assist the Bishop's plan, bub he liked "to help a friend

121bi8., pp. 149-50.

L1pid., ». 150.

14Ibid., P. 179,



57

. 15 '
accomplish the desive of hig heart." Willa Cather ssems 1o mean that

it is the people like hin that, among simple and sometimes savage natives,
pave great comfort to the life of the French priests with generouvs and

gracioug personality.

The Mexicen womesn in Death Comes for the Archbishop have gquist beautby

and delicate charm. They are not obtrusive bubt always calm and nodest.

They have extremely delicate s sesed in
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terms of small everydey things and life. They have also sponbaneous ineli-
nation to find pleasure in small things,., The totality of these qualities
make their life, while their way of living is simple and limited, color-
ful and attractive. For instance they exhibit artistey in needlework and
drawnwork with which they decorate houses and churches. There was a charm—
ing account about a wooden figure of the Virgin Mary in the church of
Bishep Latour, It was taken care of by the devollt Mexican women uno

loved to sew for this Virgin., Il had sveh a rich wardrobe--a chest full
of robes and laces, and gold and silver diadems-—that Father Latour thought

sven the Quzen of England or the Empress of France did not have so many

costumes.16

¥

The wife of Kit Carson is one of the bhegt examples of the guiet and
beaubifvl Mexican women. BEven the most refined person like Pather Latour

admired her quality. She received the guests with "quiet but unabashed

hogpitallty which is a common grace in Mexlcan houvscholds."™ Though she

did not have any education and could not read, her eyes, face, and

1vid., pp. 175-80.
161bid., p. 257.

171vid., p. 154.



conversation showed intellipence. She had & chesrd
pleasant sense of humor, bul was always modest, which Bishop Letour called
the "discipline of life.®

Magdalena is another example. When ghe wos saved Irom the horrible
life with her brutal husband who murdeved many travelers, and even his own
children, she looked Y"half-witted." However, after she went to the church
to serve the nuns and Llived in the peaceiul place, she soon recovered her

natural serenity and beauty. Her beauty and serenity became a great

There is still another touching story of a simple bul devout iexican
woman, Sada is an elderly slave in an American family. For ninsteen years
she had been cherishing but one hope thal she could visit the church and
oray and receive blessings. However, her American Protestant family did
not allow her to go out, and she had been closely watched days and nights,
One winter night Father Latour found this poor old woman crying in the
'garden of the church. Though she was worn out by miserable 1ife and soir-
row, '"pure goodness" shone out of her countenance. Father lLatour, as he
prayed with her, found she remembered all the words of prayer surprisingly.
The woman said, "Ah, Padre, every nignt I say my Rosary fo my Holy & er,

no matter where Sleep.”ls Hor face was sghining in the ecstacy of Joy

hope had coms trus.

o
i)
~
k¥
o
>

old Father Vaillent, had it been permitted him te
ce of the holy jov of religion as on that pale




December night. He wag able to Teel, kneeling bzside her, the preciousness
of bLb thlngs of the altar to her ULO was without podsess siong.1Y

b a

Sada is a humble slaove woman, but Willa Cather shows how it makes one's
1life more beautiful to cherish a noble concept, znd not to lose it how-
ever hard one's life may be.

Mrs. Tellamantez, the wife of Spanisgh Johmny, loolks strong and proud
and does not have the delicate sensitiveness of Magdalena or Senor Carson,

at the first glance.

Mras. Tellamantez was always censidered 2 very homely woman. Her face uwas
of a gtrongly maorked type not pjﬂg?bhb+iu to Americans., Such long, oval
faces, with a full chin, a large, mobile mouth, a high nose 3 are aon ure-

.

common in 8pain. . « « Her strong nature lived upon itself.

However, she has also, under her proud appearance, delicale understanding

In Moonstone she was known for her "forbearance with her incorrigible
hasband." Peoples overlooked Spanish Johany's idleness and irresponsibility
becanze of his exceptionally lovable personslibty, bub they accused Mes.

.’) -
llamantes of "putting up with him,"ﬁl and she received all the blame

=3
[

or her hugbandts conduch. Her patlence and resignalion were regarded
as the abgence of selferespect, and it was felt that they accelerasted
Johmny s craziness, However, she uas ; the only person who could really

undergband and sympothisze with what was the matter with her husbande=

lcd*»auie Mexican woman spolte rapldly and tremvlously,
ip quivering, ‘He ig good at heart, bul he has no head.
. You do not understand in this country, you are

a0 + 1
20Cather, The Seng of the Lark, p. 54.
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. , , S 22
orogresgive. Butb he has no judgement, and he is fooled,.!~

She tock up one of the white conch

and yeb sea is very far from here., You have judgement, snd you knou
that., But he is fooled. To him, it is the ses itselfl. & 1ittle thing

There was something M"ewe-inspiring® about iire., Tellamsntez and her
seashell, Thea Kronborg fell. Thea vaguely reslized, then, why Spanish

e

Johmy somebines would run sway. Through this psreeption of Thea, Willas

Cather means thalt within this Mexican woman there was a certain

cause she undersiocod wsll that "a litile thing 1s big to hin" she was
gympsbhetic and encroug about hig fault,

It is a suggestion of Willa Cather, through these people, that there

are soms things to admire and appreciate within thess low-born and simple
people.
B. Indiasns
Willa Catner shovws a profound interest in the Indian culture. Her
interest 1s almost admiration., She appreciastes the Indian culture in

terms of thelir way of livipg in which they respescted tradition, and cer-

»

tain agpecteg of thelr attitude toward life which shows disecipline and

training of life. 1In The Song of the Lark although Willa Cather does not




create any Indian character, hor admiration of their cullbure 1s apparent.
Tn Thea Kronborgts whole 1ile the visit of the Cliff-Dwellsr's cave was
significant, because by that experience she strengbhened her energy to
pursue 2réisgtic embition, and, moreover, learned much about iife, Thelir
way of living was oxupressed through the place itsell, M. . . o certain
understanding of those people came up _Eh@@? out of the rock~ghell

o o » 5 suggestions that were simple, insistent, and monotonous, like

the beabting of Indian drums.

expressed their desire and aspiration throu

and they did it beautifully. Willa Cather

made one feel that one ought to do one's be
. e . w25

desire of ths dust that slept there,

In The Profes House Tom Outland,

A28 by the gneient Indi

gquality,

They were not expressible

in words. n2h They

gh everything they produced,

suggests:  "ALL these things
st, and help to fulfil some
g youth of distinguished

an culturs, Wnat he 1ound from

the excavatior was the beauty of thelr way of living. Thelir ancient city
was beautifully proportioned. "There was something sympebtrical and
powerful about the swell of the masonry. 26 Everything proved their

"patience and deliberation." One
bhecause it conveyed the hardest experience
the city without "the Influsnce of exomple

tive bult some

Indian charescters

could not help admiring their place,

of human history. They built
or emulation, with no incen-

n27

atural yearning for order and seuurltJ.

in Death Comes for the Archbishon are the embodi-

241bid., p. 376.

25Tbid., p. 380,
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ment of whal Willa Cabther thought besutiful in Indian gualltiss. Although

there is no way bto communicate the Burcopean civilization to them, from
some of the Indiawn characters one feels there is a long tredition of thed

own. This fact lesves some mystical and shodowy impression about the
Indians. However, what Willz Cather emphasizes about the Indisn characters

the personsal qualities which only highly cultured men could equal,

e
w

Jocinto was the first Indian who personslly worked for Father Latour

a helper and guide of his missionary journeys. Whabt disbinguished this

I
w

young Indian wag his wmfailing good mapners and reserve which was never

taken by surprise under any circumslances.

One felt that his trai g, whatever it had been, had prepared him to
meet any situation wvh zig1t confront him. He was as much at home in
the Bishop's stgdy ag in his own pueblo--and he was never too much at
home anyuhere.~“

inin
ich
He was only twenty-six, and people called him "boy," but his behavior
was by no mea bQJ?bn, The kind of courtesy he had wasg that of a highly
culturad man.

Busabio was another Iandian with whom Father Latour had long mutua
reverence. He was one of the wost influential men awmong the Mavajo Indi-~

ans, He was refined, intelligent, and much admired. Quick to perceive

the fine qualities of Father Lalour, he dedieated himself to helping the
Bighop from the first time they mebt each other, Willa Cather describes

beautifully the meeting of these two fine men:

i his lips, merely stood holding Father Latourts
very fim* white hand in his very T
bEY

)
i

ine dark one, and locked into his face

& £3
with & message of sorrvow and resi ionation in h;s deep-set eagle eyes. A
wave of feeling passed over hig bronze features as he said slowly:
Wiy friend has come,®

~

Death Gomss for the Arehbishop, p. 93.
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" wq , s y A 26
That wes all, bub it was everything; welcome, confidence, appreciation. ?
Like Jacinto he had mfailing good marners and a reserved personality.
Willae Cather emphasizes this Indian reserve-—the always Yunoblrusive
demeanourt--~ias if it were his business to pass unseen and unheard through

“ When the Bishop stayed at the village of
hospitality was never intrusive; after malking the Bishop understand that
he was glad to have him with them, he let the Bishop alone so that he
could teke enough rest and contemplation.

The Bishop felt that Busablo had a remarkable attitude toward naturs,

Travelling with Busabio was like travelling with the landscape nade human.
He accepled chance and weather as the country did, with a UOEb of gz ve

enjoyment, He tallked . ibbli, ate 1ittle, slept Qnywhe:e, pregserved g
countenance cpen and wa:m.j

This attitude was very different from the Western attitude toward nature.
The Wegterners had been trying to "master" nature and even to change it,

if possible, by human power, or at least they wanted to leave some mark

on the earth. Busabio, on the conbtrary, gave the most minute care not to

=

leave a trace of thelr camping when they left one place to go to another

It was "the Indian's way bto pass through a country without disburbing
o 132

anything,'

The absas

]

nee of desire to conguer nature was not due to the Indianst

£

r 3

indolence,for they exhibited tremendovs Industry and patience in doing

5
7
& " (<)

things. It wos mainly the result of their "inherited caubion and respect."

o]

"TL was as if the great country were asleep, and they wished to carry on

“1pid., p. 221.
BOIbid,, p. 235,
A1pid., p. 232.

RIpid., p. 233.
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or ag 1f the spirite of the sarth and

. . . ;
air and water were things not to antagonlze and arouse.

wers not civilized dn the Buropean sense, there
. o - Lo a7 I 0 0, Py " N 2L e gl A nIn - -
were, 58 has beern cobssrved alrsady, some qualitiss which struck ene.

The Bishop had obeerved in Tndian 1ife = teralness, often
shocking and disconcerting. The Acomas, who muqt Sbere the mniversa
buman yesrning Tor something pfr‘"moiu, enguring, without shadow cf
change ,-~they had their idea in substance.%

LNavajo§7 stirred Zﬁh@ Bishopts/ imagination. Though this nomad people

wera much slowsry to adopt white man's ways than bthe hnome-staying Indians
who dwelt in mueblog, and vere nmuch more indifferent to missionaries and
the white man's velizion, Father Latour felbt & sumeriO? stravgth in

them. There was gurposa and conviction bchlnd
omething active and guick, something with an e




CHAPTER VI

-

Adniration and interest in French culture appeared very early in
Wille Cather's novels. Iun Qne of Ours through the impact of France on
Claude Wheeler she exprassed her admiration for the French culiture and
people. Claude was saturated with the Church of Saint-Ouen at Rouen,
the besutiful green country, and the people who took such care of tress
and Tlowers, the waram and sympathetic French women, and above all, some-

;

thing enduring and strong which existed within the lives of the Individ-

uals. BAnd he {inally concluded that France ig "better than any country

can ever be,"t However, it 1s In Death Comeg for the Archbishon that we

gsee Willa Cather's fullest ond clearest presentation of French guaiities.

No characters in Willa Cather's fiction exhibit more exguisite

quality ond mind than Bishop Latour in Death Comes for the Archbishon.

He exemplifies the gualities and the eassence of the refined and cultured
38

heat and mest beantiiul

w
4

[as

o

Prenchman., Willa Cather's portrsysl of bim i

among 21l the characters she ever produced, A& of the bock a
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group of cardinsls were discussing the appointment of a new Vicar to New
Mexico, Father Ferrend, Irish-French, who had already Father Latour in
hie mind as the candidabe for the post, said:

The new Viecar nust be a young man, of strong constitution, full of zeal,
and above all, intelligewt. He will have to deal with savapgery and

1
Cather, One of Qurs, p. 458.
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Jgnoranoe, with dissolute Orlbgt
man to whom order 18 1ECOSSETwwms

He must be a

The Spanish Cardinal immediately realized that Father Ferrand was think—

ing of someone French, and agreed that the Preﬂcq are "the best misasion-
3
aries . . . They are the grest organizers.'” He proceeded to the more

definite stotement:

The Germans classify, bubt the Freunch arrange ! The French missionaries
have a sense proportion and rational adjustment. They are always try-
ing t? discover the logical relation of things. It is a passion with
them.%

As suggested in this introduction, sense of order, sense of propertion,

and beliel in the preeminence of ideas over material things are the

Ligw

qualities which the French people are famous for. IFather Latour is an

Ch

embodiment of those characteristics. However his qualitiss are not only

these, Father Ferrand continued, "I have noticed that he is a man of

severe and refined tastes, but he is very reserved,"5 and has intelligence,

4

not simpie intelligence, bubt "o versatile intelligence.t

We see this man of extraordinary qualities, Fatncr Lztour, in the
middle of the desert for the first tine. Willa Cather degcribes him thus:

v s e & priest in a thousand, one knew ot a glawce His bowed head was
not that of en ordinary man1~—1t was buillt for the seat of & fine intel-
ligence. His brow was open, generous, reflective, his features handsome
and somewhat severe., There was singular slegance about the hands below
the fringed cuffs of the buckskin jacket. Everything showed him to be a
man of gentle birth--brave, sensitive, courteocus. His manvers, sven when
he was alone in the desert, were distinguished. He had a kind of covrtesy
toward himself, ltoward his beasts, btoward the juniper tree before whi

4

he knelt, and God whom he was addressing.

RCather, Death Comes for the Archbishop, p. S.

3Ibid., p. 9.
L1nid.
5Tpbida.

61bid., p. 19.
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Faid

This cultured Frenchmen seems little fitted to the 1ife of an uneiv ilized
country. However, his thirty-seven years of devotion gave the country,
where "lawless personal power" had been the rule, order and a civilizing
and humanizing force,

His intelligence and logical mind clearly saw the nature of his neu
tagk. He Imew that he had to carry out his plan slowly and steadily be-

A

couse any impetuous relorm would ounly invite a chaos. He discovered many
native priests corrupt and scandalous. Padre Martines was an extreme

example.  His conduct was more thun the Bishop's fastidious teste could

bear, but cnce he saw that hig church had a strong organization and a

devout congregation he said, "I do not wish to lose the parigh of Tacs in

; 7 o . .
order to punish its priest,® wecking a hasty judgment of Father Vaillant.,
He lmew when to strike and when to temporize. Although it took a longer
time to put the recalelitrant priests into the right way, to establish
churches and to strengbhen the order and standards which already existed,
the result was great. It was the result of hig sense of order and intel-
ligence.

Perhaps his enjoyment of ideas and feelings over the material intercst

was from his French strain. This kind of mentality was seen in lMlle.de

Courcy in One of Qurs with whom Claude Wheeler enjoyed a brisf encounter

.

during the war. OShe loocked as if she uwere the essence of French culture.
The beauwtiful country had heen damasgad by the war and psople uwere suffer
ing from the shortage of things., She did not have any fancy things around
her, but Claude felt her unusuvelly beautifvl personality. OShe said:

They must love their country so much, don't you think, when they endure
g 3 -4 &
guoh poverty to come back to it? . . . Even the old ones do not often

7Ibid., p. 157.



complain about their deer things . . . If they have the ground, and hope,
2ll that they can make again. This war has Laumht us 2ll how llttle the
made things matier. Only the feeling matters. 8

in the new country without the devobion of Father Vaillant, Father Vaillant
was never capable of being clear-minded like Father Latour. He was always

very prac

o
O

wi

th Father Vaillant's frame of mind. For their first Christnas in

sical, vehement, and emotional. Therefore Father Labourfs ability

r;“"

think of matters in terms of idea and feeling is best seen in contrast

new country, Father Vaillent preparved dinner. The soup was excellent,

.

and Father Latour commented, apologizing that he was not deprecaving the

individoal talent, "A scoup like this is not the work of one man. It is

the result of & constantly refined tradition. There are nearly a thousand

years of history in this Boupg”g However,

‘J

for Father Vaillant the idea

of tradition did not mean much. For him & pracitical gquestion vas more
important: "How can man make a proper soup without lseks, that king of

Ve

getables? We can not go on eating onions for ever.® Another example

gseen in thelr concepbions of miraclzs. When they heard the story of

a miracle which happened in the sixteenth cenbury, the Holy Mothar's

ap

pearance to an obscurs, humble neophyte in the City of Mexico, Father

illant was deeply moved hy bthe story. He sald with a strong feeling,

t is o household word with them that their Blessed Mother revesled

regelf in thelr own country, to a poor convert. Doctrine is well enough
r the wise . . . , but the miracle ig something we can hold in our

g ‘ :
“Cather, One of Qurs, p. 386.

9Gather, Dezath Comes for the Archbishop, p. 39.




69

hands and loven"lg For him the miracle must be Mvery direclt and speschace
oot . ot g kL . o,

», not with ¥ature, but against 1t." Father Letour said:

One might almost say that an apparition is humen vision corrected by

divine love. I not see you as you really are, Josephy I see you

through ny affection for you. The %iracleﬂ of the Church seen to me %o

rest not so much upon faces or voices or healing pouer coming suddenly

near to us from afar off, bul vpon ouf Pb receptlions being made finer, so

that for a moment our eyes can sce and our ears can hear what is there

about us alvays.t2

So §d

Another example is seern in the interssts shown hy these two men in

the old Spanish bell found in the basement of an old church. Father
Vaillant tought a Mexicen boy To ring it properly. When Father Latour

heard the - dmagination:

+ « o he yeb heard my stroke of the Ave ialia bell, wervelling to hear
it rung corractTJ o « o and from g bell with beautiful tone. Full, clezr,
wi“h something bland end svave, each note ’10 2d tnrough the air like

a globe of cilver. Be fore tne nlne strokes were done, Rome faded, and
behind it he qmn;‘ed 80 Uhll" agbern t, with palm trc@a s—~dJerusalem; pore
haps, thoush he had never been tharu.¢J
He told Father Vsillant that the bell which contained a good deal of

T

silver must be Moorish. Father Vaillant impatiently retorted thalt Father

Latour was trying to make hisg bell an infidel. Father Latour said, "I am

trying to account for the fact that when I heard it this morning it struck
me at once s something oriental." - This kind of thinking was rather

annoying to Father Vaillant, but it meant much to Father Latour.
Bishop Latour is a man of extremely severe and refined tasle; and

cr s

his taste is altogether French. Hig festidiove taste gowmebimes could not

w

11Tpid., p. 29,
121pid., p. 50.

L1vid., p. 43,
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stand certain kinds of aspects of life among the uncivilized people. ”TN”
hideous houses and churches, the 1ll-kept farms and gardens, the slovenly,

un
o
5

did aspect of the towng and couniry-side
While he has the nost sensitive sense of appreclat
hunan qualities, he disliked a personality like Trinided, a student of
Padre Martinez, almost unendurably.

3

We sze the glimpse of hi

ot

sensitive taste of 1ife in his letter:

4]

study, dear brother, as I write, is full of the delicious fragrance
of the pinion 1or” burning lﬂ my fire-place. (We use this kind of cedar-
wood albogebher for fuel, and it i1s highly arometic, yet delicate., Ab
our meanest tasks we have a perpetual odour of incense aboubt us.) . . .
What a pleasure

o come home at night and pub on my old cassock! I feel
zore like a prie

j‘ N
nan M=and, for !

Wk W *"v.){

, thene~for go much of the day I must be a "business
ome reason, more like a Frenchman.

%]

He never lost this kind of sensitiveness while he underwent the dis-

comforts ps of frontier life, He sghowed delicalte appreciation

of the huwmes guality in everyday things too. TFor instonce he loves the

pleagant irregulerity of "the thick clay wells" of his study finished by
the deft palus of Indian wom@n.“lé Or he fournd the wooden Tigures of
sainte in the humble Mexican houses exceedinegly interesting. "They were

muen more to hieg taste than the factory-made plaster image
churchas in Ohip=-more like the homely stone carvings on the front of old

-
narish churches in Auverg nb.“l/

:J

Bishop Latour's severs taste--psrfechionigm--is best seen in his con~

Cu

gtruction of the ecathedral in Santa Fe. He had a definite ideal an
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Nothing gensational, simply honest building and good stons~cubling,--good
Midi Romanesque of the plainest . . . how it was of the South, th at church,
how it sounded the note of the South! . . . The stesp cernelian hills drew
un so close behind the church that the individusl pine treeg thinly wooding
thelir slopes were clearly visible . . . the tewny church seemsd to stard
directly out of those rose-colowred hills--with a purpose so gtrong that it
was like action,22

rible life with a brutal husband, and the wife of Kit Carson. Whenever
he visited the Church school, he entered by the kitchen-garden in order to
"l

see her Yserene and handsoms Face! devoted %o the nuns. Kit Carsonls wife

waeo, he thought, intelligent,; and her countenance showed that "discipline

gith Kit Carson, and some of the Indians. At the first meebing with Kit
1 3 Y

S P -

elt "e gquick glow of pleasure in lookins at the man,"

G
*)
o0
(o]
3
o
by
'i‘:.
o
tts
43
yF
9
T

becouse he scvw in this scoubt "standards, loyalties, a code which is not
ecasily put loto werds bub which is instantly felt when two men who live

< 23 . . .
by it cowe together by chance. "’ He also appreciated some qualities in

Indians. "Thelr veneration for old cusboms was a quality he likec

:2..
[
|
T
fd
et
=
@

S 4 . s 2 2L e
Indiang, and it pleyed a great part in his own religion.® % since he

had hiz oun memorics of mefilow European civillzatio

5

, he also respected

"a long tradition, a story of experience, which no language could trans-

late!" behind the Indians, Their way of living in which, the Bishop
thovght, they showed unfailing good mamers, and "trailning" of life.




The most beautiful example of his appreciation ¢f human quality
that of Dona Isabella Olivares. She was a Kenbtucky woman and married to
a rich Mexican. ©Ohe was beaubiful and a woman of great accomplishment,

educated at a French convent. It wes naturally s great

Pather Latouvr, among uncivilized people and rough frontiersmen to be
welcome to this cultivalted woman's house ™o sit by that hospitable firee
ide, in rooms enriched bj oid mirrors and engravings . . . n@5 After

her husband died wexpectedly, his brothers contested his will by which

hig legacy was suppesed to go to his wife and daughier. The main point
of their atiack was that Isabella Oliveres was teco youing to be the mother
of Qliveres' daughter. She rafused to tell her real zge and proclaimed

L

that ghe did not care whether she lost all of her bhushandts preperty.
When the lawver asked the two prieshts to help to persuade this lady to

the court, Father Latouwr was reluchant ©

natter. He felt very sorry for Madame Olivares.
zar Madame Olivares, srd to the world. In heart
that. But to the law and the Church there

u[“

ko.ing. formal statement in court will not make
you any cldor bto yuur friends; it will nol 2dd one line to your face. A
@

woman, you know, is as old she

No other shatements would show more beauntifully the French idea of life

than Father Letour's final plea to this lad

UA
f\J

2 Lpe sou would find poverty
tl‘ 7l¢w3res'p charity, would
%ﬂ you to be always your charming
for us here. We have not much .

Looking merely at the temporsl asgpect of
You would have to live 1po

wi

e

th
hard to beax 0
you not? I have a selfish interest; I
gelf and to make a little poegic in 1if
.J(; 5 2 JZPL/:O & oL 3
of that.
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his way of thinking meokes one feel almost eunvioug, that 17 one could

)

think things in this way 1if
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Father Latour is also roserved and his courtesy is unfalling. He

never leost himself ner showed the expression of surprise on his counbe-

g
R85 1o 4

nance, Willa Caother called it "well-schooled.!t was "ab ease In

any society and alweys the flower of courtesy. It had aluays . bsen so.

w29

He was like that even as a boy; gracious to everyone, The reserve,

which awed Mexlcans, stirred the Indians' veneration and confidence in hin,

He never showed his surprise or disggust toward the disordered 1life of the

L}

noative priegts, nor did he guestion Jaciato, 2 young Indian, about hig

xJ’
thoughts and beliiefs because he did not think it would be polite., This
ig & renmsrkable characteristic for a migsionary priest which Father Vaillsnt

would never understand. One of the revealing statements was made through
this Indian youth's perception:

s

« « » he had the right tone with Padre Gallegos, the right tone with Padre

Jesus, and that he had good manner with the Io;ianu. In his vxaerieﬂuu,
white people, vhen Laew ﬁyé sed Indians, slways pub on a false face.
Thera were many kinds of false faces; Father Vaillant's for example, was
kindly bul too w heneﬂ . The Bishop put on none at all. He stood Gtraight

and turned to t}c Governor of Louuqnag and his face underwent no change.
Jacinto thought this remorkable,’O

#ille Cather seems to conclude, through Faother Vaillant's reflection,
what the 1life and personslity of this distinguished men meants

it would have seemed thaet 2 priest with Father Latour's

itics would have been better placed in some part of the

yorld vhere scholarship, s handsome person, and delicabe perzeptions sll
e ts and Lnau a man of much rougher type would have served

a plsased

=g the first Bichop of New Mexico. . . . Porhaps it g

ek . pu
R81pid., p. 143,
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Him to grace the begimning of & new era and a vast new diocese by a fine
personality. And perhaps, after all, something yould remain through the
years to come; some ideal, or memory, or legend,

Though Father Vaillant did not have the refinement of Bishop Latour,

he exhibited genius in practical thinges and huwen relationships, Hs did

not have any pretence or vanity of doing things. He learned English and

Spanish quickly, but incorrectly at first. HNHowever he had no vanity cbout
grammar or refinement of phrase so long a8 he was able to communicate with

peoplie., "lo communicate with peons, he was quite willing to speak like

! "32 R W ] L2 b} 1 1, 1, &+
a peon, Father latour alvays needed him becavse he had so much tact
with the natives and so much sympathy with all their shortecomings, though
he always curbed Father Vaillant's "hopeful rashness." While the Bishop

belonged to an uppsr and scholerly class, Father Vaillant was from a

Inmable station. The Bishop slways adnitbed himgelf that Father Veillant
excelled him in the fervor of his faith.

His personality ls compoged of many conbradictionz. He was oneg of
the most truly "spiritual men,” though he was "eo passionately atbtached
to many of the things of this world." Or though he was extremely fond of
good eating and drinking he "nobd only rigidly observed all the lasts of
he Church, bul he never complained aboui the hardness and scanbiness! of

» > » 33 - . L - T
the missionary Journeys. The Bishop was often embarrassed by Father

S it
.

tent begging for the parish, bub for himself he was

I

Vaillant's pergis

"scarcely acquisitive to the point of decency. However, none of those

1o .
3 Ibid., pp. 253-4.

321pid., p. 226.
B1pia.

341hid,



76

qualities explain Father Vaillant fully. "The man wse wmuch greater then
-3

the sum of his qumliﬁie;.")S The Bishop said "you are a better man than

I. TYou have been a greal harvester of souls, without pride ard without

sha

Thers are numerous
man of atitraction. FYor
there was the gpectacle

against the sdge of the
who bzeeme i1l i
Father Vaillantis death
died, "It wag one more

2

in the hospitel in Chie

episodes which illuminste Fether Veillanbt as a

ingtance alt the funeral service of Father Vaillaont

of a geriously sick man, his forehead resting
st Father Vaillant's Vicar,

and as soon as

ago, he knew of
he cams to the funeral, and affer threec days he
ingtance of the extraordinary personal devobion

t
Ja

thot Father Joseph had so often aronsed and reltained go long, in red men
O ¥
27
and yellow wen and white !
When Wills Cather says "He added o giou to vwhatever kind of human
socicty he was deropped down into--a Navaho hogan, some abjectly poor little
huddle of Mexican hubs, or o compeny of Monsignori and Caordinals al Rome~e

it was all the sams,

[ - . )
she conveys whal this

In Shadowg on the Bock Willa Cather depie

nants 1ife meant to humanity.

ts the Prench peopls during

a

ch colonization of Canadas

replica of the homs

the center of the action

228,

country.

senth century. Host of the pceople

"""" - Lo meke thelr 1ife in the new world

The househtld of Euclide Auclair, which ig

h

, is an example of French love of old wap of life

n o
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love of peace and order. In the new combry, vhere the ship from france

which comes only twice a year is the only contact with the civilized
world, they try to kesp "ihe mellow art of living."

Madame Auveclalir, who died soon after she came to Canada, wanted to
leave her daughter "something sgo precious, so intanglble; a fecling about
1ife that hod come down to her through so many centuries and that she had

brought with her across the wastes of obliterating, brutal ocean. The

..
4
"
=
3

0 She wag always sick in the new vorld, but as long
as she lived she endeaversd toc meke the new 1ife "as much as possible like

the 01d." For her evervthing must be carried on in a refined way and

she would say,

order. TFor Inatance,
The sheets must be changed every two weecks, but do not tey to have them
washed in the winter. I have brought Iinen enough to last the winter
through., Keep folding the soiled onee away in tae cold upstairs, snd
inAan,anTMesynmvnﬂﬂscm@zwdEfltm>wmm%anlSﬂm,1%¥
mber, have blg Jeasnette come in and do a great washing, 40

After she realized that che would never recover {rom her illness, she
trained her daughter Cecile so that she would carry on the 1ife she had

cherished with her whols heart. She told Cecile

=

=

s

thout order our lives would be disgusting, like those of the poor sav-
ages. AL home, in Fr,:cL, we have learnsd to do all these Things in the
beet way, and we are conscientious, and that is why we are called the most
civilized people in Europs .

Ag lMadame Avelair said, Buclide Auclairts "whole happiness depended
“ « !a- - 2 ) 03 . o
on order and regularmtV."*Z After kis wife's deoth he keplt his house with

his deughter as an example of neatness, orderliness, and beauty. The

-

3% nther, Shadous on the Rock (New York, 1937), p. 25.

401 Ihide, p. 2.

&

4lrnig, s PPa 24=5,

TIbide, pe 24
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interior of his houge uas "like home o the French~born.® In order
keep the French cooksry through the frozen months, he went to the market

by himself to buy encugh variothy

l-—l

tate at their breakfast, which he prepared himself very ecarvel

to dinner Aueclalr rogarded as very important-"ag the thing that kept hin

2 civilized man and o Frenchman, His 1ife was on the whole monotonous,
but keeping the routine in order he found life endurable. He decided

that troanquility was the important thing™ This attibude of 1ife made

his life something that sppealed to the nostalgia of all sorts of people
from the 0ld world.
Cecile Auclair was broughtto Canada when she was still smell and

did not remember the old world, and in many respects she belonged to Can-

sda,. UWhile her father always waited Tor the day when he would be able to

u
]
o
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go back to France, the idea of goi However, she was

te

definitely a product of Franch culture. She sxiiibi

bited when only a small

r-.J
ft

And above &
she knew whab hew mothsr called "a feeling sbout life.®

) DR )

She carried with loyalty to her mother 2ll the household affairs

almost meticulously. When she visited the Harmois farm o he Ile 4t
Orleans hor Tastidiouvs tazte suffered very much 9o often she rewninds one

of Fsther Latour's taste. She found people were dirty. "Jhen they showed
her the plgs and geege and tame rabbits, they kept telling her about pe-

culiarities of animel behaviour which she thought it hetter taste to

ignore. They called things by very unabiractive names, too."> The rooms




-

were so smelly and stuffy bthat she was horrified with the idea of sleeping

inside. The bed was so dirty that she felt she could neot possibly lie

-

down in that bed, ond she stayed up the whole night in 2 chair. The food

1591

g ofe 8 £

wag heavy with lard. Then she realized what clean and beautifil cooking,
eating, sleeping, and living in her home, which her mother had leit her,

neant in life.

These coppers, big and 1little, these brooms and clouts and brushes,

Pia

wers bools; a“d with them one made, not shoes or cabinet-work, but life
itself. One made a climate ”lbhlﬂ a climate; one made the days,--the
conplexion, he special ii@?ﬂdf tie special happiness of each day as

it pzesed; one made 1ife,

There are many other French people in Shadouws on the Rock who exhibit,

el

though each in a different way, some of the French characteristics already

Willa Cather writes: M"Among the country people and the nuns,

,..r_;

obse
I caught something new to me; 2 kind of feeling ahcut life and hunsn fate
o . T NP . L7
that I could not accept, wholly, but which I could not but admire,"
oing presentation makes it clear that Willa Cather recog-

nized that these people, vhile not changing the basic nature of American

culture, added to the texture of American life something rich and lasting.

&61pia,, ». 199,

4Ton VWpiting, p. 15.



CHAPTER VII

CONCLUS ION-=~3IGIIFICANCE OF WILLA CATHER'S PORTRATTURE

OF THE VARIOUS NATTOWAL CHARACTERS

In her early works Wills Csather drew vivid vicbtures of the immigrants
in the new gettlements on the frontier. With the Scandinavian and Bohe-
mian characters she ghows what she calls their "sturdy traits," "elasticity
of mind," and Mhonest atbitude towards 1lile" combined with sensitiveness
and imegination. She is concerned with the struggle of those personalities

A

with the environmments which so often for hardship, poverty, wvulgarity,

conventionality, and disillusionment. However, her emphasis is always on
the richness of personality of those foreign-born pecple. Willa Cather

geems to sugpest that the meanness of 1ife never changes those gualities
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ualities degerve
adequate attention. The essential thing to Willa Cather is that these
immigronts did not allow the difficult circumstances to mutilate their

lives, Willa Cather reveals the beauby and grace of little things, the

s

indestructible power of personslity, and the “immemorial human atbitude

which ve recoguize zs universal and truve." In presenting the wetter

are betlter than American people, nor does she say foreigners are ideal

Kecd

vub her love of Finencgs and the tenderness of her love cannot fall to

recognize their beaubtiful cuslities, vhich swmall provincial fAmevican
£y e 3 k

- s

commumnities often Fail to notice. What distingulshes her attitude
T

80
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toward them is her werm sympabhy and sensitivensss.

In introducing simple pecple like Mexicans end Indians she does not
change her attitude. IMexicans are poor for the most part in her fiction,

but they enjoy a colorful and rich 1ife of thelr own. Even from the very
humble psople whose grace of soul or cemplete self-abnegation is their only
distinction she draws gomething beautiful, Their sencitiveness and such
love of precious things as that felb by a poor Mexzican slave vhen she comes
into the church to pray, she describes wibth deep sympabthy and appreciastion.
In Indian qualities, which are so alien to the Burcpean culbture, ghe
recognizes, as few writers have done, somothing which stirs one's Imagina-
tion and sdmiration. She recognigzes in these people quallties which are
beagutiful and preciocus to have in humon 1ifs. Her descriptions are moving
bﬂcau se they spring from her deep sensitiveness in discernment of humen
value and warm sympathy.
With EBuropzan culture Willa Catherfs feeling for life reaches the

highest point. Her deep sppreciation of the German culture and way of

krnow how to 1ive., She creates
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not only personalities highly colored by cnliural heriltage and traitbs,
but conveys much of their feeling for life. The characters are endowed
with more sensitiveness and taste than are her earlier characters. Willa

Cather seems to comc closest to the French temperament. One of Qurg and

Pl

Shadows on the Rock convey the feeling of the French culture and people

more than anything else. And finally we have the information that Willa
Cather's final and wnfinished novel, which she had wanted to write for

years, was about the Avignon story.l In the delineation of guch a

1
“Brown, p. 269.
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distinguished character as Father Latour she conveys all the possible
intellectual and spiritusl grace of the cultivated TFrenchmen., Willa
Cather shouws that she has her roots deep in the authentic culture, and,
moreover, she has extraordinary sensitiveness to recognize the excellence
of the particular raclal guslities and the genius to express them beau-
tifully.

The love of color, the feeling for things, and the delight in fine-

i}

ness are all present in Wills Cather's portrayal of personalities. Tt

is a pgreat testimony of whal she believes in. It is her most precicus

legacy to the world that she shows exbtremely sensitive portraiture of

S

which have gone into the making of American

=

nany differsnt racial traits
life, Willa Cether is, of course, aware that the Anglo-Saxon heritage,
which is so often over-emphasized, hes been basic and at ites best a

valuable part of American culture., DBut she is also deeply aware of the
fact that the cruder elements in American society have not appreciated
these qualities brought by other races. The qualities she shows unmis—

takably in her novels are these from which America may learn much.
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