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This thesis is an examination of the founding and historical devel

opment of certain selected aspects of the Oklahoma Agricult'l,lral and 

Mechanical College from 1890 to 1908. The maturat:i,.on o:I; the institution 

--which is now one of the leading land-grant universities in the United 

States--has long been of concern. This interest has resulted throtlgh 

the years in the collection of an extensive number of documents and mem

oirs, both published and unpublished, arid the steady production of short 

articles and specialized studies for the consumption of the general pub

lic. To date, however, the task of organizing known information and 

integrating it with new data has not been undertaken. It is hoped that 

the following narrative will accomplish this objective for the specified 

time period and provide a formula by which the remainder of the history 

may be compiled at some future date. 

The particular time span of the project was chosen for several rea

sons. First, since the college was established in 1890, in spite of the 

fact that classes were not convened for nearly a year aft;erwa:i:-d, it 

seemed logical to record the political activity that led to the actual 

creation of the institution, In addition, the selection of the first 

board of regents, president, and fac\llty, as well as the almost futile 

effort to locate qualified students, also occurred in the time that 

elapsed between the chartering of the college and the beginning of class

room work. Secondly, it will be immediately obvious to students of local 

history that these eighteen years nearly correspond to the time Oklahoma 
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served in a territorial stat;us. From 1890 to l\908, the legislative as

semblies and high appointive officials retained essentially :the same type 

of regulatory and administrative structure for the operation of the col

lege. Once, however, statehood became a reality, t;he predominant polit

ical party, which claimed it had in the past been denied a proportionate 

share of the patronage, appointed members of the Oklahoma Board of Agri

culture as regents. This act resulted in a significant narrowing of the 

goals of the institution. By using these datei;, then, the writer was 

able to trace the initial effort to create a college patterned after the 

educational concepts of Justin Morrill. Lastly, the author thought it 

advisable to carry the history of the college through the term of Angelo 

Cyrus Scott, the president who was able to hold his position long enough 

for the institution to become firmly established in Stillwater. 

The critical inspection and analysis of the development of a region-

al land-grant college or university transcends the scope of local inter

est. The symbolic passage of the First Morrill Act of 1862, coupled 

with the implementation of many of the ideas gleaned from the tongues 

and pens of land-grant reformers, greatly as~isted in the modernization 

of higher education in the United States. At the very least, the suc

cess of these institutions proved to some skeptics that more than one 

road could lead to an adequate education and could prepare a productive 

class of people, thereby heralding the validity of a pluralistic educa

tional philosophy. In this context, the development of educational 

practice and thought on individual agricultural and mechanical college 

campuses merits the attention of both regional and national historical 

scholars. 
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The land-grant colleges and universities established under the aus-

pices of the Morrill Act of 1862 and the Second Morrill Act of 1890 were 

primarily service organizations geared to certain needs of the American 

people and therefore constituted a considerable departure from the class-

ical orientation.of European and early American institutions. This 

designation meant that agricultural and mechanical colleges were by and 

large without a historical precedent; thus they had to pioneer their own 

educational philosophy. In the case of Oklahoma State University a 

three-fold mission was eventually adopted which included transmitting, 

developing, and extending knowledge to the general public and the govern-

ment of the United States. 

The purpose of this study is to present a detailed narrative of the 

evolution of the agricultural and mechanical college during the period 

of time when the present state of Oklahoma was in territorial status, 

and to ascertain the relationship between the institutional organism 

and its ecological environment. Particular attention has been focused 

on the educational practice and thought of the college presidents, the 

faculties, and the students, but the project .has not been limited to 

them. The emphasis on these individuals reflects the writer's belief 

that they were the ones who had to interpret and implement the land-

grant and related national and state legislation on a day~to~day basis. 

Thus they faced the problems that had to be overcome if the local agri-

cultural and mechanical college was to survive and contribute to the 

success of the national experiment. 

The author gratefully acknowledges the assistance and encouragement 

· received from many persons: Dr. Berlin .Chapman, who during his academic 

lifetime gathered the present collection of college and university 
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historical documents, for many hints concerning.source materials and 

constant encouragement; Dr. Angie Debo for wise counsel and the gift of 

many personal documents pertaining·to the early faculty and 1:1tudents; 

Mr. Robert Cunningham for passing along yaluable insights that.he has 

gained from his close .associati.pn with the 1,mive:rsity for over a thirty 

year period;·Dr. Tom Sexton and Dr. Dart Hobbs of the office of the State 

Regents for Higher Education,who took time from their busy schedules to 

offer timely gis.td.ance and co~vsel to the writer on several unannounced 

visits; Dr. Joe Hurt and Mr. M. C. ColltUn of the State Board of Educa-

tion for assistance in locating pertinent docuinent1:3 and sharing their 

extensive kn0wledge of the development of higher ed~cation in Oklahoma; 

Dr. Kenneth Browne of the Maryland State Board of Education for guidance 

during the early days of the study; Mr. James Ballinger, and his .. able . 

secretary, Miss Clara Behnke, for assista.nce in locati.ng several vital 

public and private document collections; Mrs. Louise Cook of the Okla~, 

homa Historical Society for her patience and asdstance in locating, 

furnishing, and p'ilrchasing variousmicro{ilm reproductions of territori-

al newspapers; Mr. Eug.ene Decker of the Kan~as State Histqrical Society 

for additional as'Sistance in the .same area; Messrs. R,alph Hudson and 

Claude Hartzell of the State.Library of Oklah~, ~nd their respective 

office staffs, for assistance in locating documents and microfilm re-

lated to the early history of Oklahoma and the college; Mt:s. Cecil 

Howland, Mr. Guy Logsdon, and Mr. Richard King of the Oklahoma State 

University Library for their encouragement and assistance and for pur-

chase of microfilm from the National Archives; the employees of the 

first, second, and fourth floors of the Oklahoma State University Library 

for their assi$tance in locating certain materials; Mrs. Charles Penfold 
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and Mr. Alan C. Bullen of the Stillwater Public Library for assistance 

in using local records stored there, as well as for making the Payne 

County Historical Collection available to the author; Mrs. Edna Spauld

ing, Clerk of the City of Stillwater, for similar courtesies; various 

individuals who took time to answer letters and questionnaires. Special 

appreciation is extended to members of the doctoral advisory committee 

for comments and suggestions: Dr. LeRoy Fischer, who noted to the writ

er that the seventy-fifth anniversary of the institution had passed 

without an adequate history available, and who therefore deserves credit 

for suggesting the project itself; Dr. Daniel Selakovich for his many 

valuable suggestions on all matters pertaining to the field of education 

and its history; Dr. Homer Knight, who generously made time available to 

offer a variety of helpful information; Dr. Theodore Agnew, Jr., who 

criticized the construction of the thesis design and extended patient 

and wise counsel in every stage of the project from beginning to comple

tion. Lastly, my wife and our sons cheerfully made the sacrifices. which 

make graduate study possible for married students. Their confidence and 

encouragement provided a source of continued strength. 
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'Cf{AJ?TER I 

INTRODUCTION 
".{· 

Many of our ~merican colonial forefathers, especially thof;ie of the 

~nglish and Sc.ottish variety, brought with them on their journey to the 

Ne't111' World the concept that higher edqcation was a necessary ingredient 

for establishing. an enlightened and productive ,ociety. · While men in the 

early seventeenth century did not often trouble to record their motlva-

tions, except in the areas of theology and church government, they did 

occasionally leave·a few fragments ·Of thought to which interpreters can 

give meaning. '])he chronicler of New England-.':11, First. Fruits declared in ' 

1643 that after Massachusetts Bay Pur:i,tans had provided for the basic 

necessities of life, "One of the next things we longed for, and looked 

f d ' i d i . Ill a ter was to a vance Learn ng an perpetuate t to Posterity •••• 
I 

In 

the case of Harvard College, the first operational institution of higher 

learning, it was summarized in 1721,. "that the great end for which the 

College was. founded,, was a Learned,. an~ a pious Ed1,1cation of Youth, their. 

instruction, on Languages, Arts, and Sciences,. and having , their µiilids · and 

manners form'd aright. 112 The majority of the other eight pre .. Revolution• 

11 f d d • h . ·1 i · d 3 ary co eges: were oun e · w:i.1t . simi ar purposes n min .• 

1 
Quoted frG>IIl·Samuel Eliot :Morison, '.!!:!! Fou~ding of Harvard College 

(Cambridge, 1935), p •. 432. 
2 . ' 
Quoted from· Samuel Eliot Maris on,. Three Centuries of. Harvard 

,(Cambridge, 1936), pp. 22-23. 

. 3A list of the nine colonial colJ,eges and a brief history of their' 
state·and religious.affiliations is contained in Edwin Grant Dexter, 
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The frontier conditions under which the colleges of the colonial 

era .struggled caused them to be significantly different from their 

4 European predecessors. .Among the most noteworthy changes were: 

(1) the executives of the colonial institutions were not called by 

5 the traditional European titles of rector or chancellor, but instead 

were.called presidents, a p0sition placing them somewhere among the 

board of overseers, the fac;:ulty, and the later state legislatures; 6 

the American colleges assumed a much greater responsibility in pro-

2 

viding for the moral training of the youth c;:ommitted to their care than 

did their ancestral institutional models; 7 (3) and finally, the colonial 

colleges were constructed as regional and denomin~tional educational 

centers as contrasted to the national European establishments. 8 In 

regard to the latter difference, it is therefore not surprising to note 

k_ History .£f Education in the United States (New York, 1911), pp. 223-
265. 

4Frederick Rudolph, The American College ~ vniversity: k, History 
(New York, 1965), p. 19-20. The heritage of the American colleges from 
the oldest universities may be found in Charles Homer Haskins, The Rise 
of the Universities (Ithaca, ~etv York, 1923)" pp. 21-25. Also,see-
Richard McCormick, Rutgers: .JJ. Bicentennial History (New Brunswick, 
1966), pp. 5-12. 

5Hastings Rashdall, The Universities of Europe..!..!!, the Middle Ages 
(London,. 1936), pp. 327-334. 

6 Lynn w. Turner: An Address entitles "llalf-Way to Parnassus," 
Delivered before the International Phi Alpha Theta Convention held in 
New York City on January 30, 1966, pp. 5 ... 7. 

7 Bernard Bailyn,. Education and ili Forming .2f American Society 
(Chapel Hill, 1960), pp. 39-41. · 

8 
Allan Nevins, The Origins of ~ Land-Grant ,Colleges and State 

Universities: A Brief Account of the Morrill Act of 1862 and Its Re-
sults (Washington., 1962), p. 2~ - -. -. ·- -·-.·-- --
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. that af;ter .American politj.cal independence was achieved from Great 

. Britain, the number of regional and denominational institutions grew 

. r1:1pidly. By 1869, for example, there were over 560 colleges and univer

sities in the United States. 9 ·This number pt'obably.exceeded the sum 

,total of higher educational institutions in England and Europe. 

The colonial institutions of higher learning. and the 1ilumerous 

state. and sectarian colleges that developed later were neither popular 

nor democratic. 10 ·For the most part they were $haped to transplant, 

as best they could, 11 the curricular concepts which had .. long prevailed 

. h E l" h U . . . . !Ill l.n t e ng l.S .n1vers1t1es. It is t.rue that some, of these colleges 

proclaimed .an open .achnissic,ms. policy, but the type of entrance exam

ination given to incoming students/bften prevented the product of a 

common school from gaining a seat where he could learn from,one of the 

masters of the day~ 12 On the other hand, if such a student did gain 

admittance, he frequently. found the curriculum was so designed t~at. 

it was of little value in preparing for a practical vocatim;11 . It re

mailfi.ed for a hithertofore undistinguished New Englander, Justin Smith 

Morrill, to sponsor legislation that op.ened the door of colleges and 

universities to the masses. 

9 
Hugh S. Br·own and Lewis B. Mayhew, ·_American. Higher Education 

(New ybrk, 1955), p. 12. 

10 Rudolph, p. 18. 

llFrederick Rudolph, Mark.Hopkins and the Log (New Haven, 1956), 
p. 42. 

12John S, Brubacher and Willis Rudy, ,Higher Education in Tranaii· 
tion: . !!!, American History (New York, 1958), p. 12. · · 
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· The Land-Grant Act of 1862 

The land-grant colleges and universities of the United States are 

13 the result of a partnf;lrship of the states and the federal government. 

As early as 1785,.the Continental Congress passed legislation that later 

·served as a pattern for the representat'ive from Vermont •. It sought iri. 

that year to encourage the development of public education by reserving 

' 
"one section .of land in each surveyed township of the PV'olic domain for 

the use of cOillillon schools. 1114 Two years·later, the same Congress 

granted land to the Ohio Company for the endowment of a "literary 

institution. 1115 Subsequent stat~s fashioned from the Old Northwest 

Territory received similar grants. The'se generous donations not only 

assisted in the financial maturation of ·public educaUon, but they also 

reminded writers of state constitutions that adequate provi~ion needed 

to be made for higher education. 

In 1857 Morrill,, who was serving. his second term in the United 

States House of B,epresentatives, drafted a bill which urged his col-

leagues to use again the rich land resources of the federal government 

for the cause of American education. This time, however, the grants 

were to be for the construction of agricultural and mechanical colleges 

in each of the nation's states. A close friend sunnnarized Morrill's 

arguments in the following words: 

His argument was based upon the broadest grounds of pub;. 
lie policy, .maintaining that the public land, being a common 

13tand.-~rant Colleges and Universities: fil!.!! They Are and the~
. lations of ~ Federal Government .te, Them' (Washington, 1951), p. ii. 

14vernon Carstensen, "A Century of the Land-Grant Colleges," The 
Journal of Higher Education,,)O{XIII (1962), p. 30. 

15Ibid. 



fund for the benefit of all parts of the country, should be so 
utilized as to promote the welfare of all sections in due pro
portion; that the Congress had used a portion of the first 
public lands that came under its control in the Northwest Ter
ritory for the promotion of primary and university education, 
and had repeated similar legislation in favor of every state 
afterward admitted to the Union; that this policy was too well 
established to admit of opposition on constitutional grounds, 
and that no legislation could more directly advance the inter
ests of the great masses of the people by providing means for 
bringing the new discoveries of science to the aid of agri
culture and the other industries of life.16 

5 

The initial land-grant proposal was reported on unfavorably by the'House 

committee considering it; however, the Vermonter's persuasive speeches 

caused it to be passed anyway. The Senate added its approval on Febru-

ary 1, 1859. President James Buchanan pondered the measure, but chose 

17 to veto it on constitutional and financial grounds. 

Representative Morrill now decided to wait until President Buchanan 

left office before reintroducing his bill. In 1862, with the political 

climate favorable, the new measure passed, and on July 2 Abraham 

L• 1 I . • d: • 1 18 inco n s signature ma e it a aw. The Act provided the states with 

a grant of land or land script in the amount of 30,000 acres for each 

senator and for- the representative 

endowment, supper~ and maintenance of at least one college 
where the leading object shall be, without excluding other 

16united States Department of Agriculture, Office of Experiment 
Stations, Miscellaneous Bulletin No. 115, Proceedings of the Fifteenth 
Annual Convention of the Asso~iation 2.f American Agricultural Colleges 
and Experiment Stations (Washington, 1901), p. 65. Henceforth the term 
"United States Department of Agriculture, Office of Experiment Stations" 
in footnote citations shall be abbreviated to read "USDA, OES." The de
bate surrounding Merrill's bill may be read in the Congressional Globe, 
35th Congress, 2nd Session, pp. 1414 ~ ses.·.· 

17 John Bassett Moore (ed.), The Works of James Buchanan (New York, 
1960), pp. 300-309. Seealso, Phili,p S. Klein, President James 
Buchanan: !:_ Biography (University Park, Pennsylvania, 1962), p. 338. 

18 John Y. Simon, ''The Politics of the Morrill Act," Agricultural 
History, XXXVII (1963), p. 106. 



scientific and classical studies, and including military tac
tics, to teach such branches of learning as are related to 
agriculture and the mechanic arts, in such manner as the leg
islatures of the States may respe~tively prescribe, in order 
to promote the literary and practical education of the indus
trial classes in the several pursuits and professions of life.19 

The proceeds from the sale or lease of the lands were to form a perma-

nent endowment for the various institutions. The total grants of land 

under this act amounted to 17,430,000 acres, an i~perial domain. 20 

6 

A number of reasons account for the legislative passage of the Mor-

rill Act in 1862. The raging Civil War enhanced the need for modern 

technology. It also served to point out that a large corps of reserve 

officers might increase the efficiency of the army in future military 

engagements. Then, too, some people feared the rapidly increasing pop-

ulation of the United States might eventually lead to civil disorder; 

thus they thought it a good idea to have a substantial state militia 

ready to meet all emergencies that might arise. Finally, the Republican 

Party, which now controlled the presidency, was more disposed to use the 

federal government to grant lands to companies and individuals for pub-

lie improvements than the major opposition party. These items, however, 

do not account for the immediate acceptance of land-grant colleges by 

the populace. George Atherton, a prominent American educator of the 

period, has provided a perceptive answer. He said: 

Two powerful influences were working for a change. The 
first was the fact that scientific inquiry was beginning to 
reveal to the world its marvelous possibilities, and the other 

19 
Q, i· Statutes at Large, Vol. XXVI, pp. 417-418 (1862). 

20 '··· Th h Nevins,-----!:. Origins of~ Land-Grant Colleges and State Univer-
sities, p. 3. The amount of lands received by the individual states 
varied greatly. The largest amount of land was claimed by the state of 
New York. It received 999,000 acres. The smallest grant, 90,000 acres, 
went to the state of Kansas. 



was a kind of blind groping instinct in the popular mind lead
ing to the conviction that scientific knowledge ought in some 
way to be made more useful to the daily occupations of life 
than had previouely been thought possible, and that the educa
tional system of the country ought to contribute more directly 
to that end than it was doing.21 

Thirty-seven states accepted the provisions of the Land-Grant Act of 

22 1862 before the decade was over. ~ut this acceptance did not mean 

· that the colleges were accomplishing the goals that Justin Morrill had 

envisioned for them. Thus the father of the land-grant movement again 

turned his attention toward additional legislation. 

The MoJ;"rU 1 Act of 1890 

For the majority of his forty-four years in Congress, the distin-

guished Vermonter had some type of educational pl;'oposal before his col-

leagues in the United States House of Representatives and Senate. 

7 

Nevertheless it was ten years after the passage of the Land-Grant Act of 

1862 before he thought there was a real chance for a major supplement to 

the initial bill. A new measure failed in 1873, but of the next eight-

een years only six passed without a supplement being offered by the New 

21usDA, OES, Miscellaneous Bulletin No. 115, Proceedings of the Fif
teenth Annual Convention of the Association of American Agric1,1ltural Col
leges and Experiment Stations (Washington, 1901), p. 65. In this regard, 
it is significant to note that in the time which elapsed between Buchan
an's veto and Lincoln's assent, Charles Darwin's The Origin of Species 
had been published and widely reviewed in the United States. The out
break of the Civil War prevented immediate public recognition of the 
work, but in intellectual circles it was a frequent topic of conversa
tion. Richard Hofstadter, Social Darwinism,!.!!, American Thought (Boeton, 
1967), pp. 1-30. 

22Allan Nevins, The State Universities and Democracy (Urbana, 1962), 
p. 26. 

/ 
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23 England lawmaker. Finally in 1890, his eightieth year, a second bill 

received favorable consideration. 

The Second Morrill Act was written by the senior senator from Ver-

mont, but it was guided th~ough the chambers of Congress by the Execu-

tive Conunittee of the American Association of Agricultural Colleges and 

E . ts . . 24 xperimen tations. Henry Alvord, the conunittee chairman, in partic-

ular worked toward its passage by conversing with the national leadership 

of various agricultural interest groups who favored the measure but were 

afraid the funds alloted to it might be frittered away on classical edu-

cational studies. Major Alvord gained whole-hearted support from the 

officials of the Farmers' Alliance. However, the National Grange leaders 

"appeared distrustful, [arldJ feared the phraseology of the bill was 

25 
to[o] general." To appease this group a special amendment was written 

which limited any funds provided by the bill to be used for only 

instruction in agriculture, the mechanic arts, the English lang
uage and the various branches of mathematical, physical, natural, 
and economic science, with special reference to their applica
tions in the industries of life, and to the facilities for such 
instruction .... 26 · 

23Edward Danforth Eddy, Colleges!.£!: Q!!!. Land and Time: · The Land
Grant Idea in American Education (New York, 1956), pp. 100-101-.- -:--

24 '1 
.~Prle D. Ross, Democracy's College: The Land-Grant Movement in 

the Formative Stage (Ames, 1942), p. ·118. 

25usDA, OES, Miscellaneous Bulletin No. 30, Proceedings .£!. ~ 
r·-._N;i;:11J;:b:.;Al,\m.tal:. OonvejitJ,on c::,f the Association ~of -Amet'ican A$ttif;!l tyI'al:,ec;,l".' -
_ · leges~_-anc:f ~pe,"'t:t¥:ie'iif PS'fations (Washington,' 1'8~6), p ... 24. , ... ' ·' ..... 1 .. ,~--4,,,.~.~-

26.Q. §.· Statutes!,! Large, Vol. XXVI, p. 417 (1890). The remainder 
of this act simply detailed the manner in which the funds would be dis

·tribµteq. There were, however, two important differences from the organ;_ 
-ic act. First, the monies were not an endowment, but an o~tright cash 
gift. Second, territorial land-grant colleges were eligibl:e to receive 
funds whereas the prior act sub~idi:zed'fn.sttt~!.~OJ:J:S in organJ,~ed $tates 
only;· · · 



The additional plank did not satisfy the leadership of the National 

Grange. Henry Alvord, then President of the Maryland Agricultural and 

Mechanical College, later concluded that the unreasonable suspicion of 

these officials delayed the passage of the bill. 27 

9 

The passage of the Second Morrill Act was an important milestone in 

the development of land-grant colleges. Edward Danforth Eddy, a his to,"' 
'1 

rian who has paid considerable attention to the evolution of Morrill 

institutions in the two decades prior to the enactment of the 1890 law, 

has concluded in this regard: "The institutions which had struggled to 

survive were now ready, with this financial aid, to become permanent and 

progressive segments of American higher education. 1128 The financial sup-

port extended under the auspices of the new act was somewhat different 

from the aid previously given to agricultural and mechanical colleges. 

The measure stated that.fifteen thousand dollars in cash would be made 

available to each college in 1890, and thereafter the sum of $1,000.00 

27Alvord's statement slightly contradicts certain conclusions drawn 
by Earle Dudley Ross. In his book Democracy's College, Ross concluded 
that the so-called Granger Amendment was written "at the request of these 
organizations [National Grange and Farmers' Alliance]." (p. 178). In his 
presidential address to the Association of American Agricultural Colleges 
and Experiment Stations in 1895, Alvord stated: "I have the original 
draft of that amendment in my possession; it was written by one college 
president who cared more for object than for form; was carefully trimmed 
and punctuated by another college president, and cordially adopted by the 
others on the committee, none of these being grangers although entirely 
friendly to that order and its general work. The Association Committee 
did not believe the amendment_ necessary, _but willingly proposed it and 
supported it until adopted ..•. ,, -'.l?hetefore~;.1:ilnste·ad of this limiting 
amendment being of Grange origin ... the plain facts are that it originated· 
with college men and had their honest support from the first to last .•.. " 
USDA, OES, Miscellaneous Bulletin No, 30, Proceedings of the Ninth Annual 
Convention of the Association of American Agricultural Colleges and 
Experiment Stations (Washington, 1896), pp. 14-25. 

28Eddy, pp, 103-104. 
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would be added each succeeding year until the sum of $25,000.00had been 

29 reached. Since the funds were not an endowment, the federal govern-

ment recommended that the entire amount be spent each year ~n order to 

bring immediate benefits to the recipient institution. 30 

The Relationship of Land-Grant Colleges to 

Agricultural Experiment Stations 

On July 8, 1885, the Commissioner of Agricµlture met with a number 

of prominent American agriculturalists in Washington, D. C. in order to 

solicit support for the pending Cullen Bill (House Resolution No. 7498, 

Forty-eighth Congress), which was a measure designed to fund the estab-

lishment of agricultural experiment stations.in each of the nation's 

31 states. Insufficient political strength was recruited to save the 

bill, but two important developments in the history of land-grant educa-

tion evolved from this gathering. First, the agriculturalists decided 

to meet again in 1887, and at that time the influential Association of 

American Agricultural Colleges and Experiment Stations was organized. 32 

Secondly, the next Congress passed the Hatch Act, a bill that contained 

the essence of House Resolution No. 7498. 

29 !! . .§., Statutes at Large, Vol. XXVI, p. 417 (1890). 

30oecision of the Attorney General, June 20, 1899. [Reproduced in] 
Land-Grant Colleges ~ Universities: What They ~ and the Relation .2f 
the Federal Government to Them, p. 15. 

31usDA, OES, Miscellaneous Bulletin No. 30, Proceedings of the Ninth 
Arinual Convention of~ Association of American Agricultural Colleges 
and Experiment Stations (Washington,· 1896), p. 20. 

32Proceedings of the First Annual Convention of the Association of 
American Agricultural Colleges and Experiment Stations(Washington, -
1887), [n. p .] . 
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The state experiment stations created under the aus'pices of the 

Hatch Act of ·1887 were not envisioned as independent organizations. The 

legislation provided: 

That in order to aid in the acquiring and diffusing among 
the people of the United States useful and practical in~orma
tion on subjects connected with agriculture, and to promote 
scienti~ic investigations and experiments respecting the prin
ciples and applications of agricultural science, there shall be 
established under the direction of the college or colleges or 
agricultural departments of colleges in each state or territory 
established or which may hereafter be established .. ,a depart
ment to be known and designated as ail 'agricultural e~periment 
station.' 33 

The fusion of "experiment" or "research" stations to the :t,iorrill colleges 

was destined to have far-reaching effects. F;i.rst, it multiplied the 

resident number of trained scientists on agricultural college campuses. 34 

Second, it improved the general character of agricultural instruction, 

for men who spent part of their time experimenting made abler teachers. 35 

Third, it broadened the scientific curriculum of the colleges, 36 ,;ind 

"lifted research from local and irilmediate tasks to great fundamental 

37 problems--that is, from applied science to p1,1re science." Lastly, it 

brought the stations and the colleges into closer relationships with the 

bl . 38 pU ic, In all of these areas, the experiment stations were very 'close 

to the organic land-grant act. 

33 · Q. ~· Statutes at Large. Vol. XXIV, p. 440 (1887). 

34Nevins, The State Universities and Democracy, p. 102. 

3Srbid. 

36Francis Richard Gilmore, "A Historical Study of the Oklahoma 
Agri,cultural Experiment Station," (Unpublished Ed. D. Dissertation, 
Oklahoma State University, 1967), p; 10. 

37Nevins, .!!!! State Universities and Democracy, p. i02. 

38c·1 10. 1 more, p. . 
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Conclusion 

The Oklahoma Agricultural anq Mechanical College came into existence 

almost three decades after the passage of the Morrill Act of 1862. While 

it was never funded under the organic; ctct, it did have the advantage of 

receiving financial benefits simultaneously from the Second Morrill and 

Hatch Acts. In addition, the founders of the institution had the added 

opportunity of drawing upon the individual and collective experiences of 

the older and better established land-grant colleges and universities. 

There was also, of course, guidance available from the conferences of 

the Association of American Agricultural Colleges and Experiment Sta

tions as well as from the numerous publications of the newly-created 

office of the Secretary of Agriculture. Finally, the Territory of Okla

homa was still composed of v;i.rgin lands; thus it was a rich area for 

experimentation and the application of scientific agricultural and 

mechanical knowledge. But with all of these l;>enefi.ts, the institution

alization of the Stillwater College did not occur for many years. The 

following chapters of this !:itudy are designed to trace the major factors 

that affected its historical deve~opment. 



/ . 

CHAPTER II 

. 
BONDS, B.l}:L~TS, AND POLI'l'ICIANS 

The Agricultural and Mechanical College of Oklahoma was founded 

amidst an unstable e~onomic and political environment that existed on a 

recently opened midwestern frontier. The white settlement of the terri~ 

tory in 1890, which numbertd 56,496 people, was concentrated on the two 

f 
million acre tract now kripwn as the Panhandle but then cailed No Man's 

Land, ..a.nd a four tntllion acre tract in the middle of present day Okla~ 

1 homa. With the possible e:x:ception of sollle earlier mineral rushes and· 

refigious..;J\ilgrimagel across the Great Plains, the earl,.y Oklahomans had 
:. 

arrived in the most unusual manner of any American frontier migration. 
. . ,, 

On April 21, 1889, as a result of a: proclamation issued by Presidet;1.t 

Benjamin Harrison, teQ. thousand pioneers gathered to the north of Arkan-

sas City, Kansas, to await word that a portion of India1;1 Tei:ritory lands 

were officia:lly open f9r colonization. The follGwing day at high noon 

an officer of the United States Army rode to a point "where he could be 

seen _for miles each way, with .<itne hand raised a bugle to his lips and 

. . 2 
gave .the signal, while' wi:th the other hand he waved· ·a flag .II The satne 

~- ' 
day the great rush began. 

1u. s. Department of ~he Interior, Census Division, Abstract of-~ 
Eleventh Census: 1890 (Washington, 1896), p, 27, . _,,._......_. . 

2Portrait and Biographical Record of Oklahoma (Chicago, 1901), p. 1. -
13 
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The "Run of 1889" contained a:i;-tisans, farmers, home-seekers, mecll.an-

ics, 
. . . 3 

and a large number of professional men. All were eager to embark 

on the inauguration of a new commonwealth within the continental borders 

of the United States at a time when the nation's eyes were being cast 

across the oceans. The factors influencing this migration were almost 

innumerable; they varied with each individual or family, The enactment 

of the Homestead Law in 1862, the westward advance of the railroads, the 

placing of western.tribes of Indians on reservations, and the ever-

growing pressures of population in regions further east spurred settle

ment of the second tier of states west of the Mississippi River. 4 By 

1893, as farmers filled the land, the Superintendent of the Census re-

ported that, at last, no man could draw any frontier line between·set

tled America and the wilclerness. 5 Thus the region which has been called 

the last west was about to be tamed, 

When the migrants who were fortunate enough to locate unclaimed 

land settled, they found cond;i.tions were as bad as, or worse than, those 

they had recently forsaken. One early resident of Stillwater remarked: 

''Times were hard, the entire community being made up of poor people who 

3oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, "Memories of Okla
homa," (Payne County Historical Society), p. 9; Dan w. Peery, "The First 
Two Years," The Chronicles of Oklahoma, VlI (1929), p. 294. When used 
preceding a ~a:tion for a manuscript, manuscript collection, or a pub
lic document, the·term "Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College" 
shall henceforth read "OAMC." The second citation of the terms "Terri
tory of Oklahoma" and "Stillwater, Oklahoma" shall also be shortened to 
read "OT" and "SO." 

4Edward Everett Dale, "Teaching on the Prairie. Plains, 1890-1900," 
The Mississippi Valley Historical Review, XXXIII (1946), p. 293. 

5Fredetick Jackson Turner, The Frontier in American History (New 
York, 1920), p. 1; Theodore H, Whtte, "Action-i-ntellectuals: Scholarly 
Impact on The Nation's Past;'.~, LXII (1967), p. 56. 
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had made the 'run' ... from. other states, Few had any worthwhile prop

erty.116 While this statement is not totall;>7 accurate, the primitive con-

ditions that pre~ailed partially explain the great hope that the masses 

generally placed in education. A noted historian holds that one of the 

most pressing anxieties of the plainsmen was the "fear that on the new 

frontier their ·children would have little opportunity for schooling and 

might grow up in ignorance. 117 The earlier frontiers did contai1,1 some ._ 

hostility toward education, but as the nineteenth century closed school

ing "was compulsory in nearly all states outside of the South .... 118 

Since a large number of Oklahomans came from the older states which bor-

dered, or were located above, the Mason .. Db::on line, they brought their 

9 educational values along with them. In Stillwater, for example, one of 

the first projects initiated by the local citizens was to work for the 

construction of an agriculturd and mechan;i.cal college to educate their 

youth and to bring federal revenues into their conu:nunity. It was a dif-

ficult effort, and the battles which ensued left deep scars that affected 

the history of the college for years to come. 

6oAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of Oklahoma Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State University Library), 
p. 75. 

· 7nale, p. 293. 

8 . 
James Mulhern,~ H;istoryof Education (New York, 1946), p. 492. 

It should be remembered in studying the frontier that its population was 
composed not only of cattlemen, dirt-farmers, and miners. There was, in 
addition, an abundance of lawYers, medical doctors, newspapermen, and 
other educated people. 'l'hese classes often provided the leadership for 
the develop1nent of educational institutions. 

9Biographical sketches, including some information on ethnic back
grounds of Oklahomans, may be found in the work Portrait and Biographi
cal Record of Oklahoma, passim. : 
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The Origin of the A. and M. Idea in Stillwater 

While the educational age of the residents of Oklahoma may have been 

10 low on the average, the inhabitants of Stillwater, whether by design or 

by accident, included an unusual number of the well-educated. For in-

stance Edward Clark, John Clark, Frank Hutto, and Charles McGraw .. -to name 

a few--had all at one time or another in their respective careers been· 

public school teacl:lers.ll Frank Wikoff, a local banker, Robert Lowry, a 

lawyer, and William Knipe, a businessman from nearby Perkin~, had actual-

ly attended agricultural and mechanical colleges in states where they·had 

. ' 1 'd d 12 previous y resi e . In addition, the frequent attempts at claim-

13 jumping in the community attracted a wide variety of legal talent, 
' 

many of whom had been trained in college or had had a college education 

before their legal apprenticeships. Finally, the city counted at least 

ten clergymen in her midst, and several of them such as Simon Myers and 

William Davies were well enough educated to qualify for work in a vari-

ety of local educational projects, which included secular and religious 

14 training for young adults. For the most part it was these members of 

· lOEldon Clemence, "A History of the Democratic Party in Oklahoma 
Territory," (Unpublished M.A. Thesis, Oklaho'ma State University, 1966), 
pp. 15-16; also, see James Albert Barnett, "A History of the Empire of 
Greer," (Unpublished M. A, Thesis, Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical 
College, 1938), pp. 120-121. 

llPortrait and Biographical Record of Oldahoma, pp. 758-759, 844-
847, 867. 

12rbid., pp. 889, 1053, 1210-1211. 

13For a brief survey of the extent of claim-jumping in Stillwater; 
see Berlin Chapman, The Founding .2! Stillwater: ! Case Study.~ Okla
~ History (Oklahoma City, 1948), pp. 136-140. 

14The Stillwater Gazette, January 22, 1892, p. 1. *Yers and Davis 
were both Presbyterian ministers. Brief accounts of their educational 
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the professional class who first became interested in securing the agri-

cultural and mechanical college. 

With the organization of Oklahoma into a territory during the sum-

mer of 1890, the six original counties took an increasing interest in 

politics, with each speculating on its chances of obtaining the capital 

1 . h 1 1 · · · · · l5 p or some s 1.g t y ess prest1.g1.ous state 1.nst1.tut1.on, ayne county, 

and particularly Stillwater; was no exception. In mid-July a mass meet-

ing was held at Swope Hall on the corner of Ninth and Main streets "to 

advise the one who was to represent Payne county in the coming Territo~ 

rial Assembly ... in getting some territorial plum. i• 16 The participants 

cou_ld choose among the capitol building, state university, normal school, 

17 insane asylum, penitentiary, or the agricultural and mechanical college. 

There is some indication that the assemblage at first discussed the pas-

sibility of acquiring the site for the state capital, but they very 

roles -~re contained in James K. Hastings, ''First Presbyterian Church, 
Stillwater Oklahoma," (Stillwater Public Library Historical Collection), 
p. 2; Stillwater, Oklahoma, "Stillwater's First School Boar9, Minutes," 
(Payne County Historical Society), p. 72. 

Apparently Oklahoma clergymen differed somewhat in their support for 
public education. Since the territory for eighteen months had only sub
scriptio"n schools, one clergyman believed a "few thousand dollars at 
this critical time would erect a school building which would be a great 
factor in promoting the Church in this field.'' The Oklahoma Churchman 
(Guthrie), February, 1892, [n.p.]. Contrasted to this was a resolution 
of the Episcopal Church convention in 1899 urging an "intelligent 
interest in schools and colleges of Oklahoma and Indian Territories." 
Quoted from Alvin Hock, "Religious and Cultural Efforts of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Early Oklahoma," (Unpublished M, A. Thesis, Oklahoma 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1926), p. 51. 

15 For example, see Gerald Forbes, Guthrie: Oklahoma's First Capital 
(Norman, 1938), p. 11. 

16James K. Hastings, "Oklahoma Agricultural 1;1nd Mechanical College 
and Qld Central," !h.!:, Chronicle:; of Oklahoma, XXVII (1950), p. 81. 

17oAMC, "Historical Pageant--Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical 
College," (Oklahoma State University Library), p. 20. 



18 

likely would have settled for the penitentiary. 18 Although they did not 

connnit themselves to any one particular institution, the meeting did 

stimulate the~~ portion of the town council known as the "San-

19 hedrin" to make the attempt. A concerted effort followed. 

A second meeting of the townspeople, including frank Duck, Robert 

Lowry, Charles McGraw~ J.B. Murphy, William Swiler, and Frank Wickoff 

was held in the local post-office soon after the territorial elections. 

At this gathering several who hacj. attended or were acq\lainted with the 

nature of land-grant colleges, suggested that the county seriously con-

sider such institutions as could be financed by federal funds under the 

Hatch and Morrill Acts. 20 Later George Gardenhire, Robert Lowry, and 

James Matthews met at the office of Frank Wikoff to marshal arguments 

t d th 1 . h' f h b' . 21 owar e accomp is,ment o sue an o Jective. Meap.while, other 

forces were working for the realization of th~ same goal. 

18Gene Aldrich, "Pioneer and Pionee.r Life in Payne County," (Unpub
lished M. A. Thesis, Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1938) ,. 
p. 8; Bee Guthrey, "Early Days in Payne County," The Chronicles of 
Oklahoma, III (1925), p. 76. ~ . . ~ 

19 Houston Overby, "The Story of Aggieland The Nineteenth Century," 
Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College Yesterday~ Today 
(Guthrie, 1938~, L n.p.j. 

20wikoff later wrote: "All the other county seats had announced 
their intentions to go after the various prospective institutions. None 
had mentioned the A. and M, college .... Lowry had lived in Ames, Iowa, 
and knew what such a college was; I had attended the state university at 
Champaign and Urbana .... I knew it had the Morrill and Hatch fund, and we 
knew [ where] there was a !;lection of ... lap.d close to Stillwater .... " 
OAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of Oklahoma Agricultural and 
Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State University Library), 
p. 104. 

21 Ibid. 
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The Legislative Battle Begins in Guthrie 

The First L~gislative Assembly of the Territory of Oklahoma con-

vened in the McKennon Opera House in Guthrie on August 27, 1890, and was 

composed of a Council of thi'rteen meu,ibers and a House of Representatives 

of twice that number. Their election had been called by Governor George 

W. Steele, who had been appointed by President Benjamin Harrison. 22 At 

some point before the Oklahoma chief executive drafted his initial mes-

sage to the Legislature, he had been in correspondence with a person he 

had known in Washington, D, C., or. James Clinton Neal, then of the 

Florida Experiment Station. Professor Neal brought to the attention of 

the-governor the Morrill and Hatch Acts, which he thought would be of 

paramount import~nce in converting a frontier prairie into an agricul-

tural kingdom. Neal in 1895 thus remembered it: 

Still, few knew what a bonanza it was, and in my corre".' -
spqndence wtth the first governor, in 1890, his ideas were so 
very hazy as to its value and importance that I gave him line 
upon line, ietter after letter, even to the extent of outlin
ing the law, embracing the results of some years of experience 
of one of the oldest, and best conducted, and stable colleges 

-. in the United States. 23 

Obviously moved by thh correspondence as well as by the extensive 

drought on the Great Plains, the governor incorporated in his message.to 

the Legislature on the evening of August 28th, 1890, a plea ;for the 

24 establishment of an agricultural experiment station in Ok.Jahoma. Less 

22Gaston Litton,_History of Oklahoma.!!~ Golden Anniversary of 
Statehood, VoL I (New York, 1957), p. 460. 

23 The Oklahoma A. and M, Collee;e Mir_ror (Stillwater), May 15, 1895, 
[n.p.J.- - --

24 . . 
Territory of Oklahoma, Journal of the First Session of the Legis-

lative Assembly, (1890), p. 19. 
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than a month later, Steele also brought the newly passed Second Morrill 

Act to the attention of the legislators: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith certified copy of an 
act approved August 30, 1890, providing for the more complete 
endowment and support of the colleges for the benefit of agri
culture and the mechanic arts established under the provisions 
of an act of Congress apl'roved July 2, 1862, and I recommend 
early legislation with a view of having the advantage of the 
liberal donation provided for in said act .,25 

In this executive message to the lawmakers the governor encouraged 

the Legislature to consider petitioning Congre~s for permission to use 

the initial grant of monies under the Second Morrill Act for building 

purposes. He justified the request by citing the recent organization of 

the territory, the crippled condition of the predominant agricultural 

economy, and the fact that the majority of the homestead farms would not 

be subject to taxation for at least four years. The following day a 

memorial asking the Washington salons to permit "ten to fifteen thousand 

dollars ... to be applied by this Territory for the use of said college 

26 
,,o, 11 was passed. aou!'le Resolution No. 14, accepting the provisions 

of the Morrill Act of July 2, 1862, was read, forwarded to the Chairmari 

of the Committee on the Location of the Capital and other Public Insti-

27 tutions, and subsequently gained approval. Senator George Gardenhire 

was a member of the committee. He probably had much to do with the quick 

passage of the resolution, and no doubt was relaying such information 

periodically to his constituents. The interests of Stillwater and Payne 

25Ibid., p. 127. 

26rbid., p. 1330 A similar request was made earlier in connection 
with Hatch Act funds. 

27 Ibid., pp. 151-152. 



·<.:., s 

21 

county were therefore being effectively pursued even during the opening 

days of the first Legislature. 

While the Legislature quickly accepted responsibility for imple-

menting the Morrill Act of 1862, it.did not designate where such an in-

stitution should be·located. Governor Steele suggested that the six 

counties should compete vigorously to have the sites on which the agri-

cultural and mechanical college-.,.and the other institt1,t:ions that would 

soon be established in the territory--should be situat~d. He 

reconnnended: 

As the location of several necessary institutions for the Terri
tory will be confined to only a few of the counties ... I would 
earnestly impress upon you the importance of so legislating as 
to invite competition for locating them, according to the bene
fits the people of the several counties may place upon them, 
which may go far in the direction of relieving the Territory 
of expense, but will especially relieve counties receiving no 
direct benefits where it may be found impracticable to esta~. 
lish any of the institutions.28 

Gardenhire, a Populist, had been elected president of the Council because 

it was evenly. divided between Democrats and Republicans. Now he decided 

to discuss with his colleagues the possibility of a further political 

compromise. Meeting them in a caucus room, he promised to support the 

Democrats' bid for the capitol building, if, in return, they would vote 

. · 29 
to give the agricultural and mechanical college to Stillwater. Gain-

ing this concession, he returned to his home county to seek additional 

advice from his supporters. 

Gardenhire found, however, that the temper of the Stillwater popu-

lace had changed. Overestimating his actual political strength, they 

281bid., pp. 127-128. 

29otis Wile, "Sixth Founders' Day Celebration is Best Yet," The!· 
~ 11· College Magazine, V (1934), p. 3. 
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held another town meeting in which they decided to seek the capital it-

30 self .. Gardenhire returned to Guthrie to carry out the new aim. The 

same evening Hays Hamilton, a Stillwater resident who had attended the 

meeting, reflected that the tawn had a$ked £ormorethan it could real-

istically hope to keep bec.ause the cotmnuni,ty was not served by a rail-

road. The following morning he arose at dawn, hastily headed for the 

business district, and persuaded several of his friends to reconsider, 

instructing Senator Gardenhire to continue his efforts to obtain the A. 

and M. college. Word .was quickly conveyed to Guthrie that "the voice of 

. · • 31 
the people clamored for the College .. " From that instant the inhabit-

ants:of Stillwater and its elected officials sought the.institutiort, ac-

cording to an early faculty member, with the ''unfaltering patience which 

'.' 1isp1fed I{ti.ights· ··af. old tn 7 tlieiti.,,q~ls_ti,n:g_f. ·for J~-e lfolY; Gr?il. t1 32 :. 
'..... . ; . 

A College for Payne County 

The process of implementing the decision of Payne county residents 

proved more difficult than the early townspeople anticipated. The first 

problem that was encountered occurred shortly after Senator Gardenhire 

returned to Guthrie, when the projected "combine" failed to form. In-

stead, Governor Steele initiated his own institutiortal horse-trading. Ih. 

the case of the college, Payne county legislators introduced four·sep&-

rate bills, to spearhead a simultaneous attack irt both h~us.es. Gardert

hire sponsored Council Bill No. 14, Ira .Terrill initiated House Bills 

30 b" [ J Over y, n.p ... 

31Ibid. 

32Freeman E. Miller, ~ Founding .£f the Oklahoma Agricultural-~ 
Mechanical College (Stillwater, 1928), p. 2. 
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No. 30 and 31, and James Matthews added House Bill No. 32. 33 Each of 

these measures concerned the location and governance of the proposed 

agricultural institution. 

The bills were subject to prolonged and stormy debate in the legis-

lative halls in Guthrie. The political maneuvering was intense. The 

debate concerning the location of the college which began .on September 24 

was somewhat typical. Arthur Daniel$, Fourth Representative District, 

opened the action on House Bill No. 30 by resolving to amend the loca-

tion to read "Oklahoma Territory" instead of "Payne County"; Thomas Wag-

goner, Third Representative Pistrict, offered a clause to permit the 

governor to form a board of commissioners to select a suitable location; 

John Wimberley, Fourth Representative District, moved quickly to have the 

words "Payne County" stricken and "Canadian County" inserted instead; 

and finally, Edward C. Tritt, Fifth Representative District, favored Dan

iels' amendment. 34 All of these amendments were voted on, and all failed 

to gain a majority. Eventually William Merton arose to move that the 

rules be suspended and the bill be adopted and engrossed as originally 

written. 35 This was done. The fo11owing October 2, J. L. Brown, the 

Chairman of the Committee on the Location of the Capital and other Public 

Institutions, brought the bill to the floor of the Senate, where it was 

36 
also approved. At last it appeared as if Payne county would get her 

college. 

33oT, Journal of the First Session of the Legislative Assembly, 
(1890), pp. 118, 12-Z: 130. - ·-. 

34Ibid., pp. 169-170. 

35rbid., p. 171. 

36Ibid., pp. 221-222. 
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An unforeseen event, however, came to light on October 14, temporar-

ily dashing the hopes of the county for the institution. On that day 

Governor Stee!e returned House Bill No. 30 to the Assembly without his 

approval. ln.~ note to Representative Daniels, Steele in an embarrassed 

fashion noted tl:iat the Legislature had adopted his earlier suggestj.on in 

reg~rd to the Second Morrill Act, and then stated that he had been in

formed by William Stone, the Assistant Commissioner of the Oklahoma Land 

Office, that the bilL_was unconstitutional, Since Oklahoma was still a 

territory, it did not qualify for federal benefits under either the Hatch 

37 or ~orrill Acts. While the chi,ef executive hoped that either the fed-

eral Congress or the Secretary of the Interior would ultimately give 

some assistance, he would not assent to the proposal until the matter 

1 . f. d 38 was c ari ie . 

Undismayed by what amounted to a veto of the bill, Senator Garden-

hire determined to continue moving in the same direction. Less than two 

i 
weeks later, he introduced Council Bill No. 52. It was similar to the 

previous bill but soon was sidetracked into a number of minor committees, 

where it died. 39 Representative Darius Farnsworth of Kingfisher intro

duced a companion measure in the House. It also met a similar fate. 40 

37Ibid., p. 301. 

38Ibid.; William Stone provided Governor Steele with incorrect in
formation. Agricultural and mechanical colleges established in terri
tories were eligible for fl.mds under the Morrill Act of 1890. For 
further information, see Q, ~- Statutes ,!! Large, Vol. XXVI, (J.890) ~-/pp~ .. 

. 417--4i8. 

39or, Journal of the First Session£! the Legislative Assembly 
(1890), 380,-·-590-593-, .663.°' 

40 . 
Ibid,, pp. 411-412. 
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On November 20th, 1890, Representative Matthews introduced House 

Bill No. 82, entitled "An Act to locate and establish an agricultural 

college in Payne county, Oklahoma Territory. 1141 The bill was patterned 

after North Dakota Territory's law, passed in 1887. 42 Twenty-three days 

later Ira Terrill introduced a companion measure in the House concerning 

governance of the college, and on the next to last day of the session 

Senator Leander Pittman offered~ method for bonding future members of 

43 the board of regents. The bills spom1ored by Pittman and Terrill were 

passed as written. The Matthews proposal was less fortunate. 

Shortly after introduction Matthews' bill was sent to the Connnittee 

on Public Lands and Bu;i.ldings, where it lay dormant for:. nearly a month. 

Presumably .the delay was related to the governor's earlier disapproval. 

On December 17th, D. W. Talbot brought the measure to the floor of the 

House of Representatives and recommended its adoption. A lengthy debate 

ensued, but late in the evening it received legislative assent by a mar

gin of 14 to 2. 44 Two days later the bill was guided through the upper 

chamber by George Gardenhire. 45 As in the case of the House, the vote 

was not close. The governor, now convinced of the legality of the bill, 

added his signature on Christmas Eve, the last day of the session. 

In spite of the lopsided margin in both bodies, the bill did not 

escape violent criticism from opponents. Senator Brown decided to 

41Ibid., pp. 564-565. 

42Ibid., pp. 1000-1001. 

43Ibid,, PP· 850, 920-921, 1000-1001, 1084, 1087, 1093, 1104, 1112-
1113. 

44Ibid., pp. 992-995. 

45Ibid., pp. 1013-1015. 



explain his negative vote, and probably spoke what was in the minds of 

several of the legislators when he commented: 

This legislature has been charged with bribery and corrup .. 
tion, and rumors in this regard have pointed to no delegation, 
as it has to that of Payne County, Under such circulllstances 
to see the best institution in the Territory, go to that coun .. 
ty is the reason why one should hesitate and I therefore vote 
'No, t46 

26 

These words cast a dark shadow over the institution and thwarted its de .. 

velopment .for many years. In addition, the law itself came under criti .. 

cism. The first hundred days of the initial session concerned the 

capital location !:ind the large number of bills vitally needed for immed .. 

iate territorial government. The subsequent haste added little credit to 

the work of the body. Professor Neal later commented that the law estab .. 

li.shing the college was a queer medley of "bad·Ertglish, uncertain phrase, 

and indirectness that makes it one of the c~riosities of the legisla .. 
' 
' ture." 47 On the other hand, the kindly teacher also gave credit where 

it was due. "The members of the stormy first session of the territorial 

legi~lature," he said, "especially those of Payne county, bui,lded much 

wiser than they knew when they asked for the Agricultural College, and 

'through thick and thin' worked, schellled, intrigued, and nobody knows 

what else ... to get tt. 1148 

The amendments added to the bill during the last week of the session 

enumerated several provisions for locating and financing the proposed 

college. First, since no specific location had been designated, the 

governor was instructed to appoint three commissioners to investigate and 

46Ibid., p. 1015. 

47 · [ ] 1'.!!! Oklahoma!!.· and~· College Mirror, May 15, 1895, n.p .• 

48Ibid. 

) 
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reconunend the best possible site. 49 Generally speaking, the conununities 

of Perkins, Payne Center, Cimarron City, Forest City, Clayton, Ingalls, 

Windom, and Stillwater were c.onsidered the most logical choices. Each 

had a post,·office and the other minimum services needed to sustain a 

small institution. 50 Secondly, the county or municipality receiving the 

college was required to donate no less than eighty acres of land "suit• . 

!. ·51 
able and fit for use as an agricultural college and exper.iment station;" 

thitdly, the county or municipality closest to the location of the. col-

lege was to be responsible for issuing bonds in the amount of ten thou-

sand dollars 

and deliver the same to the Secretary of the Territory of Okla"'." 
homa to be by him sold for said Territory at not less than their 
par value, the.proceeds thereof~ to be placed to the credit of 
such institution, such bonds to run twenty years after the date 
of t~eir issuance and. draw five percent: interest, payable semi-/ 
annually, and to be issued in the denominations of one thousand' 
dollars each.52 

A further provhion stipulated that the money was to be used for the 

constructipn of a college building. Lastly, if the county did not pro-

vide the bonds in a r.easonable length of time, the college co1,1ld be 
' 
. 53 

located elsewhere. 

A College for Stillwater 

After waiting six months for t;.he various communities of Payne county 

to get ready, Governor Steele complied with the wishes of the Legislature 

49The Statutes of Oklahoma (1890), p. 82. 

SOMiller, pp. 6-7. 

51 
~ Statutes of Oklahoma, (1890), p. 82, 

52Ibid. 

531bid., pp. 82-83. 
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by appointing three commissioners to begin the search for the exact site 

54 of the college. The three nominees, W. Merton, G. W. Campbell, and 

55 J.M. Stovall, were well qualified to carry out their assigned duties, 

since each had been reared on a farm, had been associated in one way or 

another with the educational field before coming to Oklahoma, had be~ 

· 56 
longed to the First Territorial Legislature and the Masonic Lodge, and, 

perhaps more important to the chief executive, had served in the Civil 

War. Steele, like the man who appointed him to office, trusted ex-

military men to carry out governmental duties efficiently and with 

ingegrity. 

Back in Stillwater the preparations for the impending visit of the 

three commissioners were largely, but not exclusively, made by the "San-

hedrin." These men had assisted in the Payne county elections of 1 

February 3, 1891, which had been called to vote on the bonds required by 

the Legislature. The haste in holding the election was due to the fact 

that, if the college was not located before June 30th, the state would 

not be eligible for the Hatch and Morrill appropriations for the fiscal 

57 year ending on the same date. Unfortunately, however, the county had 

recently voted favorably on some railroad bonds, and therefore rejected 

54 John Alley, City Beginnings in Oklahoma Territory (Norman, 1939), 
p. 94. 

55oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1894 .... 95, pp. 8-9. 

56Portrait ~ Biographical Record of Oklahoma, pp. 202-205, 890-
891, 1197; Berlin Chapman, "The Men Who Selected Stillwater as the Site 
for the College," ~ !· .~ ~- College Magazine, IT (December, 1930), 
p. 108. 

57 Amos Ewing, "The First Board of Regents," The!· and~· College 
Magazine, I (1929), p. 4. 



29 

58 the college bonds by a vote of 776 to 375. Thus, if Stillwater was to 

obtain the agricultural college, she alone had to bear the entire respon-

sibility for approving the bond issue and donating the land for the col-

59 lege. Other interested communities, of course, possessed a similar 

opportunity. 

The first necessary step for the Stillwater Town Council was to in-

corporate. On March 23, 1891, accordingly, a petition was presented to 

the county Board of Connnissioners requesting iln electionifor thilt pur-

60 pose, The commission authorized ballots to be cast on April 7 at the 

courthouse in Stillwater ''to elect three commissioners for town offi-

61 cers." J. E. Sater, T. J. Lester, and Johri Caldwell, the town's com-

missioners, divided the city into the required districts and called for 

another election for April 20, to fill various community offices. 

Charles Knoblock, W. F. Ramsey, and R, L. Hester were~ chosen trustees, 

and J. B. Murphy, J. H. Swope, O. M, Eyler, and T. J. Hueston were 

1 d h . ff" 62 e ecte tote minor o ices. 

With Stillwater now legally incorporated as a municipality, the new 

town officials set May 4th for the annual election of officers and a 

vote on the bond issue previously rejected by the county residents. In 

part, the official resolution read: 

Resolved: That at the regular annual election for offi
cers of said town of Stillwater ... the proposition for the 

58oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1894-1895, pp, 8-9. 

59Miller, p. 8. 

60rbid. 

61 rbid. 

62rbid. 
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said town of Stillwater to issue its bonds in the sum of 
$10,000 to aid _in the cqnstruction of the Agricultural and 
Mechanical College of. Oklahoma ... be submitt;¢d.to the qual-
ified voters of said town .... 63 · 

30 

,, Notice of the election was to be published _in the Oklahoma Hawk and the .....,....-,-

S '11 G l d bf h f.f.i . 1 b·. 11 . 64 t1 water azette at · east ten · ays e ore t e o. c1a . a ot1ng, 

At a subsequent meeting held on April 28th, it was moved to accept the 

offer of the Wichita Eagle to provide the bonds~ at a cost of $75.00, if 
. . . . 

the election was favorable. . The design of aaid · bonds was fo be an ''Indian 

and Buffalo passing out and a Boomer wagon coming in and a body of Still-

65 water citizl!!ns" in the background~. 

In spite· of a spirited campaign and divided vote for the c:it;y offi- .· 

ces, the May 4th election indicated that residents of the city unanimqus

ly favored the issuance of the.college bonds. 66 A month later the city 

officials accepted the blank bonds which had been engraved i.n Kansas and 

asked the Honorable George Gardenhire to convei them to Robe;rt Martin, 

Secretary of Oklahoma Territory. No immed:i,.ate effort was made to sell 

them, because, as a city resident later remembered, buyers of bonds 

were as scarce as was money in those aspiring days; and money 
was the scarcest article in the whole country . . at the· time .... 
Just remember. that was in 1891 and 1892; and the panic of. 1893. 
had been incubating over Kansas and the great West for two 
years already, and.Coxey's army was even then dreaming of 
visiting the capitol steps in Washington.67 . 

63so, "Record of Minutes of the Boa;rd of Trustees of the Town of 
Stillwater," (Stillwater Municipal Building, OU-ice of the City Clerk), 
p. 33. 

64Ibid. 

65Ibid. , p. 38; Berlin Cha pm.an, · "Founding the College," ~ ! ... ~ 
_M. College Magazine, I (1929), p. 7, 

66 · . 
Ibid., p. 47. 

67Miller, p. 18. 



31 

With the date nearing for the special ad hoc committee appointed by 

the governor to visit Stillwater, the local residents gave attention to 

locating a suitable tract of land to offer as a proposed site for the 

college. A committee consisting of John R, Clark, George Gardenhire, 

James Matthews, and frank Wikoff hoped to obtain a 200 acre tract which 

lay to the north and west of the city. This property was owned by Alfred 

Newton Jarrell, Charles A. Vreeland, Oscar M. Morse, and a young man by 

tb,e name of Frank Duck. 68 Of the four pieces of property, Duck's loca-

tion was the most valuable as it linked together the proposed college 

site and the city of Stillwater. The local committee investigated these 

homesteads as two of the property owners, Duck. and Jarrell, had already 

offered to donate portions of their claims in order for the city to meet 

the land requirements of House Bill No. 82. 69 With these two farmers 

leading the way, the others quickly followed in their footsteps. 

For the most part, the land in question was of the homestead variety 

which had not been claimed long enough :l;or final proof tobe made. Yet 

the site had to be acquired by giving such proof, after which the prop-

erty could be turned over to the city. Frank Duck converted his entry to 

cash on June 13, 1891; A. N. Jarrell and Charles Vreeland gave final 

68chapman, The Founding of Stillwater, p. 145. 

69A. E. Jarrell, in his declining years, reported his father as say
ing the following to Frank Duck: "If you will give your northwest forty, 
I will give my northeast forty, which adjoins your land on the west, this 
will make the minimum 80 acres and we will locate the Oklahoma A. and M, 
College and Experiment Station, so none of the politicians can ever move 
it, and we will have a school capable of giving our children all theed
ucation they are capable of holding." OAMC, A. E. Jarrell to B. B. 
Chapman, June 25, 1956, "The Jarrell Collection," (Oklahoma State Uni
versity Library); A. E, Jarrell, "I Remembel;' When ... ," Oklahoma State 
University Magazine, Il (July, 1958), p. 7. For a farmer's appl;'aisal of 
the anticipated value of the stat;i.on, see James K. Hastings, "Log Cabin 
Days in Oklahoma," ~ Chronicles of Oklahoma, XXVII (1950), p. 153. 
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proof on November 3rd; and Oscar Morse did the same two days later. Ap-

parently Duck and Vreeland gave their forty acres without charge, Jarrell 

was paid enough to pay his filing fee, and Morse, who offered twice as 

· 70 many acres as the rest, was compensated at the rate of $15,00 per acre. 

Such acts of generosity are clear eyidence that some Stillwaterites saw 

the advantages of having the college and experiment station in their midst. 

While these negotiations seemed forthright and honest, tt:is .not sur ... · 

prising that real estate speculators, who were numerous in the territor-

ial period, entered the scene seeking to secure personal gain. Certain 

members of the local committee returned to see Frank Duck several days 

after the initial meeting. They now told l;tim that in order to consum-

mate the deal for the college land he must also sell his south eighty 

acres to the ci.ty. No contemporary records of this second meeting re-

main; however, in later years it has been suggested that the property 

owner was offered either $2,500.00 or $25,000.00 for the additional 

71 acreage. Whatever the amount offered, the land didchartgeihands,. but; 

it went to:reaLestate speculators; not to the c;:ommunity of Stillwater. 

According to Frank Wikoff, the land was purchased by a Guthrie real 

es;ate syndicate headed by Joseph W. McNeal, a cousin to Dr. James C. 

Neal of the Oklahoma Experiment Station. McNeal gave the task of 

70oAMC, "Selections ;Erom the Record Book of Oklahoma Agri.cultural1 
and Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State University Library); 
pp. 315-316. The market value of this land was approximately $70.00 per 
acre. ln addition, it should be remembered that by proving-up early, 
the remainder of the land was subjec;:t to taxation,· 

71 Chapman, ~ Founding .2.f Stillwater, p. 146; Overby, [ n.p.j. In 
a letter to Dr. Berlin Chapman, Frank Wikoff stated that $2,500.00 had 
been offered to Duck. Houston Overby, a historian of the early days of 
the college, stated that an offer of $25,000.00 was tendered. The truth 
is dif;Eicult to determine; however, the former source -.seems more reli ... 
able. Frank Duck maintained that only $800.00 was ever paid to him. 
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subdividing the land to Wikoff, but the Stillwater man maintained that 

the McNeal-Duck contract was made without his knowledge, assistance, "or 

',;r,·,.," s 1.· re to benef 1.' t by 1.' t. " 7 2 It th f · d t · · '-¥F ere ore remains an un~i:iswere · ques 1.on, 

since Wikoff was a member of the committee who visited Duck a second 

time, whether he was involved in a financial scandal at this early date 

in the institution's history. 

On the evening of June 24, 1891, the connnissioners appointed by 

Governor Steele arrived in Stillwater to discuss the location of the col-

lege with the city fathers. To assist them in every manner possible, 

Senator Gardenhire registered next to them at the Stillwater City Hote1? 3 

After ascertaining the legality of the recent bond election and viewing 

the 200 acre site that had been set aside for the construction of a col-

lege campus and experiment station, the committee departed to nearby 

Perkins to COJnplete the remainder of their inspection trip. On July 11 

their official report to Governor Steele stated: 

We were of the op1.n1.on, that the tract for the site should 
embrace up'land and bottom land, and selected a body of land 
containing two hundred acres, that contained the various quan
tities.of soil as we thought would be the most suitable for the 
purposes for which the college is to be established, and asked 
the citizens of Stillwater ... to make a formal tender of deeds 
conveying the same to the Territoryf The land so selected by 
us is located northwest of the t.own of Stillwater .••. 74 

72 Chapman, The Foundin~ of Stillwater, p. 183. 

73so, "Register of the Stillwater City Hotel," (Payne County Histor
ical Society), [n.p.]. 

74oklahoma Agricultural Experiment Station, Bulletin No . .1 (1891), 
p. 7. It remains a question as to what criterion the board of connnis
sioners used to determine where the college should be located. Warren 
Chantry of Perkins believed that the soil in the fertile Cinnnaron Valley, 
which had rich loam and grew six foot bluestem grass, was much better 
than the hard pan bunch g'rass and buffalo wallows typical of the Still
water area. This same man later t;evealed that, after the commissioners 
had visited Perkins, they were again invited to Stillwater. In a 
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'l'he report was.accepted by the governor, and the deeds to the property 

were transferred to the newly-appointed board cif regents of the A. and M. 

college on November 25, 1891. 75 

The Sale of the College Bonds 

By January 1, 1892, Stillwater's inhabitants had sufficient reasons 

to believe that their move to Oklahoma Territory was going to bring sue-

cess. The city was the county seat, it was in the process of building a 

new courthouse, and the borders of Payne couptywere so arranged that; the 

designation appeared permaqent, Besides this, the. Agricultural and Mech-:. 

anical College was operating, and .a tax levy of six mills had been as-

sessed to pay tl:le interest on t;he college bonds once they were sold. 

Finally, the city could boast of several public l!!Chools and chµrches. 

It is no wonder, with these credentials, that the editpr of the Still- · 

I water Gazette could proudly exclaim: "If you desire your child to reap 

the benefits of a christian [sic]; re'inov.e'-to and rear him in Stillwater. 1176 

In reality, however, things we:i::e not quite that secure. The most 

immediate problem in the early months of i892 was to see that a sale of 

newspaper article he described the festivities that evening as follows: 
"Back at the end of the room sat our senatori;; surrounded by all the old-· 
timers of the town. Banqt,1et tables spread before them. ; There were 
speeches, red and glowing eyes, champagne corks popping. That was the 
picture that met our eyes. · Knipe said to me, "We are sunk. 'l'hese Still
water. fellows are just a damned· shrewd bunch of horse traders.' We were 
seated and after a helping of wild turkey, prairie chicken, and a few 
highballs we were just one happy family and promised support for the best 
school in Oklal\oma Territory." The Stillwater Daily Press, December 14, 
1938, p. 1. - . . . 

Henceforth the words "Oklahoma Agricultuz:al Experiment; Station" will 
bE!' abJi~evtat14.;tif~e~4-i~J~&;w~~W.J:.:i,jfl,Et~·a···foo'frii&te citation. 

75.chapm~n~ . The. F~;diri&: of! Sti llwaFer -~· ·P .'· 147. 
76 . · 

The Stillwater Gazette, January 22, 1892, p. 1. 
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the coliege bonds was effected. True, they were already in _the posses-

sion of Acting Governor Robert Martin, but no effort had been made to 

move them. In view of the political jealousies which had developed dur-

ing the initial legidative session, it seemed imperative to comply with 

every letter of the hw establishing the college before it could be 

wrested away on a technicality. An intensive-effort was therefore insti .. 

tuted in hopes of negotiating an immediate sale . 

. On March 3, f892, the first President of Oklahoma Agricultural and 

Mechanical College, Robert J. Barker, met with the· Stillwater Board of 

. 77 Trustees. This meeting was the first indication that a prospective 

buyer had been located. Shortly afterward; Charles McGraw announced 

that he was in the process of gathering records pertaining to the elec-. 

tion that had approved the college bond issue, and was also making a 

transcript of the last property assessment "showing the .,. valuation of 

all the real estate within the boundaries of the city. 1178 These materi-

als were then forwarded to a man named Vandergraff, who expressed to 

Robert Martin an interest in buying such bonds. No doubt this news 

aroused a good deal of excited anticipation in the community, but it 

proved to be short-lived. A communication was soon received stating that 

the bond issue was invalid, for according to a federal law a territorial 

municipality could not assume a bonded indebtedness that exceeded 4% of 

its assessed real estate valuation. 79 

77 SO, "Record of Minutes of the Board of Trustees of the Town of 
Stillwater," (Stillwater Municipal Building, Office of the City Clerk), 
p. 64, 

78The Stillwater Daily Press, January 1, 1939, p. 1. 
79 . 

. · Supelement .!£ lli Revised Statlltes of ~ United. States, ~-
1891. Vol. I,'·(1891L p. 50~. 
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Following this startling revelation, the board of trustees requested 

Charles Donart, the Stillwater Township Assessor, to make a special re ... 

port to them on his last city assessment. Dbnart indicated that the 

valuation he had made the past year had increased $60,000.00, which 

80 brought the total for the community to $110,000.00, The figure was less 

than the $250,000.00 needed to support an issue of $10,000.00 of college 

bonds. The board, however, decided that ~<;>nart's :f;igures were too low. 

A special assessor was elected to make a new survey. When the second 

canvass was completed, the Stillwater property value was listed as 

$263,000.00, which was more than enough to.permit the new bonds to be 

. d 81 issue . 

At the next meeting of the trustees Charles Knoblock moved that a 

special election be held on July 26 to vote new bonds and ''to levy a 

tax to pay the interest on said bonds .... 1182 The balloting was held as 

scheduled, the results certified, and an announcement made stating the 

measure had passed by a margin of 167 to 6. 83 In August, the new set of 

bonds, which had been engraved this time for only thirty-seven dollars, 

was forwarded to the territorial secretary. 84 In the same month an 

effort was made to sell the securities. 85 

BOThe Stillwater Gazette, July 29, 1892, p. 1; Miller p. 18. 

81In later years, Charles McGraw remembered the incident as follows: 
"I appointed Van Martin as special assessor to make the assessments. The 
council confirmed the appointment and he proceeded to make the assessment 
and made his return which W8:S :rntisfactory and the requirement of the fed
eral statute was fully complied with." The Stillwater Daily Press, 
January 1, 1939, p. 1. 

82so, "Record of the Board of Minutes of the Town of Stillwater," 
(Stillwater Municipal Building, Office of the City Clerk), p. 83. 

83Ibid. , p. 88. 

84Ibid., p. 89. 

85The Stillwater Gazette, August 26, 1892, p. 3. 
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On September 23, 1892, a date nearly coinciding with the opening of 

the first full-length academic year of the college, the Stillwater Gaz-

ette carried a small news item proclaiming that the college bonds had 

been sold and that work on the initial college building would begin in 

86 
the near future. In reality the statement was premature, although the 

city officials did have a plan of action in mind. For the past several 

months Eli Reed, Treasurer of Payne county, had been engaged in negotiat-

ing the sale of $50,000.00 of county bonds to the St. Joseph Loan and 

Trust Company through its agent George Theiss. 87 Reed, a resident of 

Stillwater, promised the towq council that he would attempt to sell the 

city and coµnty bonds to the Missouri firm in a package deal. This ar-

rangement would eliminate the prospect of selling separately bonds for a 

college which did not physically exist. 

When the offer by Reed to sell the college bonds became public, com-

plications developed. Other Payne county officials feared that combining 

the two bonding ventureswould jeopardize the sale of the county bonds. 

They therefore\ obtained a court injunction to prevent the two sets of 

. 88 
securities from being lumped together. But·before the legd notice 

could be served on Reed, and at a time when it was known that representa-

tives of the St. Joseph firm were OQ. their way to Oklahoma, the count;y 

. 89 
treasurer was mysteriously kidnapped. .He remained in captivity Just 

86 · . . .· . 
The Stillwater Gazette, September 23, 1893, p. 8. 

87 Hays Cross, "Memories to be Revived, 11 The !:.• and ~· College Mag
azine, XI. (1939), p. 4. 

8811we Get· the College, 11 The t:,. and ~· College Magazine, I (1929) , 
p. 31, 

89 Cross, p. 4. 
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long enough for the Stillwater Board of Trustees to convince the out-of .. 

town visitors that they should also purchase the A. and M. bonds. When 

a verbal agreement to this effect was reached Eli Reed appeared with the 

county bonds, looking no worse physically frotn his recent ordeal. On 

November 2, 1892, the preddent; and clerk of the tpWJ;l council were auth

orized to sign the college bonds and close the pro~osed deai. 90 
I 

While the Missouri firm promised to purchase the Stillwater college 

bonds, they had not offered a specific amount of money. It had been as-

sumed that, due to thefinancial condiUons in Oklahoma, the bonds could 

not .be peddled at face value. In order to sustain the interest of the 

buyers, the board offered to give a bonus of $381.00·to.the St. Joseph 

. . 91 
concern if they would pay seventy-eight cents. on the dollar. Apparent-

ly the offer was accepted, for on January 5th, 1893 the initial set of 

. bonds wei:-e recalled from the secretary of the. t;erritocy, and the First. 

District U, S. Court ol;'dered them to be "wholly consumed by fire. 1192 The 

Legislature was info.rmed of this action, beipg asked afso to approve the 

proposed sale to the Mi~souri firm. Shortly thereafter, Pl;'ofessor 

AleJtander Magruder of the college and a gi:-·oup. of Stillwater citizens 

rode to Orlando to receive word from frienda in the legislature as to 
. . 93 

whether their efforts for the college had been successful.· 

Although the news received by Magruder was favorable to the college 

cause, the StUlw~terites were not to be spared more an~ious momente. 

90so, "Record of Minutes of the :Soard of Trustees of the Town o:I: 
Stillwater," (Stillwater Municipal Building, Office of the City Clerk), p. 89. 

91Ibid., p. 98. 

92Ibid, 

9311we Get the College," p. 31. 
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The sale of bonds did not materialize, leading to the distinct possibili-

ty that the Legislature might move the college. Nevertheless, Charles 

McGraw and several other members of the board of trustees immediately 

began to implement another course of action, contacting the Guthrie finan-

cial syndicate that had purchased a portion of Frank Duck's land for real 

estate speculation. McGr.!lw succeieded in selling the bonds to McNeal and 

his wi:f;e for $7,825.00, which was $75.00 more than George Theiss had 

94 offered. Returning to Stillwater by stagecoach, McGraw was greeted by 

chattering and ebullient voices, later recalling: 

Coming out of the darkness was w. A. Swiler, W. E. Hodges, 
Frank Wikoff, Harry Swope and }{ays Hamilton - all demanding 
proof that the bonds were sold .. When I offered the deposit 
slip they lighted a match, read th,e slip and rushed to town, 
got out the band and 'blew the glad news' to the people. We 
celebrated that night.95 

These eivents occurred in the week prior to the beginning of May, 1893. 

Now only one more hurdle needed to be cleared. The bonds were sold 

for approximately $2,175.00 below par, and this sum needed to be raised 

and deposited with the territorial treasurer at; Guthrie. TQ. accomplish 

this final requirement fifty-five citizens, including a large number of 

farmers and members of the college faculty, purchased city warrants in 

the amount of $33.35 each to make up the majority of the deficit. 96 

Several members of the board of trade secured the last $352,00 by giving 

their personal note to "Uncle Alex" Campbell o;f the Farmers and Merchants 

94The Oklahoma }{awk (Stillwater), April 27, 1893, p. 1. 

95The Stillwater Daily Press, January 1, 1939, p. 1. 

96The Stillwater Gazette, January 22, 1892, p. 2; so,· "Record of 
Minutes of the Board of Trustees of the Town of Stillwater," (Stillwater 
Murlicipal Building, Office of the City Clerk), p. 127; Miller, pp. 20~ 
21. 
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97 Bank. With the required signatures on the note, the city was able to 

forward a guarantee for $10 ,000. 00 to Guthrie the foUowing day. 

The repayment of the city warrants, the personal note for $352.00, 

and the biennial interest payments of $250.00 placed a heavy financial 

burden on the Stillwater community; yet they carried it without com-

plaint. The personal note to the bank was eventually redeemed by using 

funds collected from the sale of saloon licenses, and the warrants were 

retired periodically as funds became available. 98 But the interest pay-

ments were another matter. At various intervals special warrants had to 

be issued, money was borrowed from other accounts such as the Road and 

Bridge fund, and finally a levy of three mills was placed on certain 

types of real estate to take care of the matter until the bonds were 

99 redeemed. Remembering the long but frui tf4l effort to obtain and fi-. 

nance the A. and M, college, an early member of the board of trustees 

once summarized the ordeal in these terms: "These things were not jokes 

... they were life and death to us. We practically fought, bled, and 

d . d f h 11 11100 ie or t e co ege .... 

The sale of the college bonds did not reach completion without 

criticism from certain quarters in Stillwater. The Oklahoma Hawk news-
__,_ -

paper, an organ of the Democratic party, fired an editorial barrage .on 

April 27, 1893 aimed at the Republican-oriented group that had handled 

97 · .'.f!!z Stillwater Daily ~· January 1, 1939, p. L 

98rbid. 

99so, "Record of Minutes of the Board of Trustees of the Town of 
Stillwat,er," (Stillwater Municipal Building, Office pf the City Clerk), 
pp. 206/ 252~ 314. 

100 · OAMC, Frank Wikoff to Tom Hartman, November 30, 1940, "The Hart-
man Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 
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most financial matters concerned with the founding of the college.· This 

particular column began: "We have this week made it our business to 

interview the knowing ones and found out what we could about the [bond] 

transaction and below we give the whole affair. 11lOl Then in an authori--

tative manner, the writer enumerated the expenses that had been incurred 

by the board of trustees in negotiating especially the proposed sale of 

bonds to the St, Joseph Loan and Trust Company. The editor revealed that 

over $530.00 in vouchers had been paid to F. c. Hunt, J. J, Shaffer, 

Charles McGraw, Charles Knoblock, and the St. Joseph firm itself. 102 In 

additioq, a competitive bid submitted by M. L. Turner was rejected with-

out consideration. The article concluded that politics had played a role 

103 
in deciding who got the bonds, and how much money was paid for them. 

In spite of such charges, the majority of the residents of the com-

munity were relieved that at last the ponds had been sold. Instead of 

rehashing the past, they channeled their energy into persuading the ter-

ritorial legislature to provid~ the financial assistance needed to build 

an instructional edifice. On March 13, 1893, at about the time the bond 

deal was completed, the state Assembly approved a $15,000,00 bond issue 

for a college builcUng. 104 A contract was let on June 20, 1893 to H. 

Ryan of Fort Smith, Arkansas, and the ground was broken shortly there-

after for one of the first permanent college b'l,lildi,ngs in the Terri-

105 
tory. Old Central, as it would be called in later years, symbolized 

101The Oklahoma ~. April 27, 1893, p. 1. 

l02Ibid. 

l03Ibid. 

104oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1894-1895, pp. 13-14, 

lOSMiller, p. 22. 
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the end of the difficult struggle to bring agricultural education·to the 

state, and. thus it has gained a peculiar affection from persons associ--· 

ated with the college, particularly those who lived in the territorial 

period. 

Professor Freeman E, :Miller, an eye 00witness .to many of the events 

that comprise the nucleus of this chapter, explained the historical im-
·. ~ . 

portance of the first A. and M;. coilege building in a speech given at the 
. . 

Founder's Day celebration ·in. 1929. Ta.11,(ing · at a tim~ when: the future of· 

the building was somewhat in dou.bt 1 he said: 
. . . . . : . 

I hail with profound sympathy and approval the movement now 
underway for its restoration. May. it stand for decadeJto come' 

' as a .rema'i.ner: <>f the days when men dared muc.h and accomplished 
more - when out of povet:1,';y they beheld great.vbions and adven
tured forth with brave hearts to achieve victories they coveted. 
They had few things of this world; but they were rich.in faith 
.... It was their prayer and dauntless hear.ts, that laid th~ 
foundati,on of this great institutipn .... To them be the homage 
of good men artd women .forever.106 · 

While the means etnpfoyed to obtain the college were sometimes both ethi.:. 

cally and legally questionable, the ultimate success of the endeavor was 
' . 

accomplished with a good deal of patience and personal·sacrifice. Dur-

ing the territorial period the residents of Oklahoma were competitively 

pitted against one another, To stake a claim or to locate an institution, 

one had to be prepared to meet the challenge ·Of· his neighbor. The v;Lsion-

ary people of Stillwater realistically assessed the nature of. the· envi~: ,,._ 

ronment they lived i~ and rose to the demands. of the occasion. 107 

lOGibid., pp .. 23-24, 

107Although it has not been noted, the manner in which t;he Territory 
of okiaboma wa§ §ettled: qouJd-,=p~ 1:1eem as a logiea{ oµt;growttt of" the "sur
vival of the.fittest 11 philosophy espoused by ;uch individuals as Charles 
pa~j,,:q, Herbert Spencer, and'William Graham Sumner. In staking.a claim, 
locating a territorial institution, and vying for legislativepatronage, 
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Conclusion 

With the exception of a significant portion of the populace of 

Stillwater and Payne county, the founding of the Agricultural and Mech~ 

anical College of Oklahoma Territory evidences no deep commitment to 

either land-grant or democratic educational ideals. On the territorial 

level, it is clear that the institution was visualized simply as a po

lit.ical plum generously endowed with federal funds, 108 It therefore was 

sought by the elected representatives of the various counties as a means 

of bringing hard cash into localities that were economically depressed. 

At no point in the recorded legislative debates were the merits of, or 

the best means to implement, the land-grc;1,nt idea discussed. In fact, as 

the correspondence between James Neal and George Steele suggests, it is 

likely that few if any members of the Oklahoma political hierarchy had 

any significant understanding of the purpose and intent of the Morrill 

or the-Hatch Acts. The Stillwater local lights, of course, were an 

exception. 

J:,iuch of the difficulty experienced in acquiring and implementing the 

legislation that chartered and located the A. and M.-college must be 

attributed to the uninspired leadership of Governor Steele and a local 

reflection'of the national attitude that government was simply an instru-

ment for achieving selfish aims. The governor's policy of encouraging 

the emphasis was on being quic).<er and more skillful than one's neighbor. 
For an assessment of the influence of "social Darwi)lism" during this era, 
see Richard Hofstadter, Social Da~inism ..!:.!! American Thought (Boston, 
1967), pp. 1-7. 

lOSThis was not a unique development-in the history of land-grant 
colleges and universities. For example, see Thomas Cochran, The. Ameri-
can Business System (New York, 1957), p. 172. --
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the six counties to compete for state institutions was perhaps sound in 

view of the fact that there were no substantial sources of revenue avail-

able, but on the other hand, it created political jealousies that lasted 

far beyond the territorial period. 109 Not only were the other counties 

disappointed because they did not receive the land-grant institution, but 

several afterward worked in later legislative sessions until they had a 

f h ' h '1 . . . h · · d·. llO seat o · 1.g er earning 1.n t ei.r own mi. st. While this process may 

have augmented.democratic education in the state, it also led to the 

construction of colleges and t,miversities that were permanently under-

staffed and inadequately funded. In this regard, Gaston Litton, a 

competent regional historiap, has correctly conjectured that the educa-

tional history of Oklahoma would read differently today had the Normal 

School, the University, and the A. and M, college been incorporated into 

'i 1 d · · 1 · · · ... 111 as ng e e ucati.ona 1.pst1.tut1on. Guthrie politicians had offered 

such a deal to Oklahoma.City officials in exchange for their support in 

locating the capital at the former. 

A further undesirable by..;product of the educ:ational pork barrelling 

in Oklahoma was that many of the twenty-three private institutions of 

higher learning that existed inthe territory before statehood eventualfy' 

discovered that they could not obtain enough students to Justify their 

109 . 
OAMC, Emma G. Dent to :B, B. Chapman, November 14, 1965, "Early 

Studen,t; Correspondence Collection;" (Oklahoma Sta.te University Library). 

llOBy 1901, the Territory of Oklahoma had seven institutions of 
higher learning. They were spaced geographically so that nearly every 
one of the original counties had one. For a listing of such institutions, 
see E. T. DUnlap, "The History of Legal Controls of Public Higher Educa
tion in Oklahoma," (Unpublished Ed. D. Thesis, Oklahoma State University, 
1956), pp. 23-24 .. 

1111•tt 1. on, p. 458. 
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. d . 112 continue existence. As these gradually closed their doors, the 

Legislature had to assume more complete responsibility for educating the 

state's youth. This situation might have bean partially prevented if 

the land-grant funds had been given to an existing private institution, 

or if public institutions had not been established in places already 

serviced by private organizations. 

In Stillwater, the businessmen were also interested in obtaining the 

coveted funds; yet there is little doubt that some of the people such as 

Frank Duck, Jafes K. Hastings, A. N. Jarrell, Oscar Morse, and Charles 

Vreeland, all men of the farmer class, possessed an understanding of how 

such an institution could aid the community to develop more fully their 

agricultural and human resources. It was largely folk of this social 

level who consistently approved expensive bonding ventures and allocated 

funds for the college's operating expenses for over four years. The un-

usual ,number of the well educated, and especially those professional and 

semi-professional men who h~d previously attended land-grant institu-

tions, also contributed significantly to the success of the effort. 

Their leadership constitutes the first distinct legacy of the older and 

better established colleges patterned after the ideas of Justin Morrill. 

On the locaLlevel, therefore, since people of nearly all economic, 

political, and social classifications supported the acquisition of the 

college, it may be concluded that the institution was born with a degree 

of grassroots support. 

llZA 1· f h · d d . . 1 . . . f h. h 1st o t e private an enom1nat1ona institutions o ig er 
learning may be found by consulting Oscar William Davison, "Education 
at Statehood," The Chronicles of Oklahoma, XXVIII (1950), p. 79. 
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Finally, the four year struggle to locate permanently the agricul

tural and mechanical college in Stillwater had one more profo1,md effect. 

Whether the inhabitants of the city initially sought the college out of 

greed or enlightenment, they gradually came to realize the importance of 

the institution and decided that whatever the cost they would never per

mit it to be relocated. Strengthened with the courage of their ever

increasing convictions, they worked incessantly to accomplish their goal, 



CHAPTER III 

THE ITINERANT YEARS 

While the townspeople of Stillwater waged the economic and politi-

cal struggle from 1890 to 1894 to retain the agricultural college in 

their locality, the first board of regents, the first president, and the 

first faculty attempted to implement the diffuse law that established 

the institution. · This task was made even more dif;fi,cult by the fact 

that nearly all of the early leaders were inexperienced in the field of 

higher education, possessed inadequate funds and facilities with which 

to carry Otlr their research interests, and had to deal with students who 
.,, 

were not scholastically prepared fo.r ~~llege-level work. Such conditions 

existed throughout the entire territorial period and could be therefore 

eventually classified as routine problems. Much more noteworthy, how-

ever, are the initial efforts of the faculty, and to a degree of the 

administration, to formulate educational objectives for the institution. 

A college needed to have goals, to stand for certain principles, and to 

have amissfon clearly recognizable by the general pubUc. But what 

should these be?· }lerein was the most perplexi,ng problem associated with 

the founding of the college. 

The purpose of this chapter is to trace the academic and occupation-

al backgrounds and to develop the conflicting patterns of educational 

practice and thought of individuals who were associated with:':the college 

before Old Central was constructed. It was the period of" time when 

47 
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classes were conducted in Stillwater churches, the offices of local news-

papers, the county courthouse, and the homes of professors. This.era 

may thus be most adequately described as the "itinerant years," for the 

college had-no permanent home. 

The Organization of the First Board of Regents 

Most of the statute entitled "An Act to locate and establish an 

agricultural college in Payne County, Oklahoma Territory" concerned the 

composition, the method of appointment, and the duties of the board of 

regents. Generally speaking, the members of the board were given dicta-

torial powers. Nevertheless, if more stable political circumstances had 

prevailed pei:-haps a spirit of cooperation between the board and other · 

members of the academic community could have brought about an equitable 

sharing of the authority vested in the board. But in the early years, 

with no one to check their activities, the board reserved a large number 

of administrative powers exclusively for themselves. 

According to law, the board of regents was to be composed of five 

members, with the governor of the territory serving as a sixth and ex

officio member. 1 The chief execµtive of the state was granted the power 

to submit a list of names for vacancies as they occurred, and the Legis-

lature was to add periodic confirmation. 'l'wo regents were to be ap-

pointed for two years and three for four years, thereby insuring some 

continuity of administrative policy.2 The most notable exception to this 

original design was the proviso that if a Territorial Board of 

1 The Statutes of Oklahoma, (1890), p. 83. 

2Ibid. 
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Agriculture was created, it would have the privilege of sending two 

names to the governor that he was obliged to appoint. The executive was 

also empowered .to. "fill all vacancies in said board, which occur when 

the Legislatur¢ ·is not in session and they shall hold their offices until 
I 

h · i • d d 1·· f · d 113 t eir successors are appointe an qua i ie ...• The coordination be-

tween the boari:l and the college was to be accomplished by having the 

secretary of the board and the president of the college be one and the 

same man.· 

In general, the board of regents were given supervisory.powers in 

all areas related to the college. The members collectively hi:l.d .the right 

to "hire" and terminate the services of all personnel from the president 

to student labor.ers, direct the disposition of federal and territorial 

funds, audit the.expenditures of the college, prepare reports to be for

warded to officials in Guthrie and Washington, affix the salaries of all 

employees of the institution, and have the authority with the faculty to 

confer degrees on persons passing required examinations and who were 

nknown to possess a good moral character. 114 Finally, the iaw l;imited 

the number of times that the regents could meet and the am~mnt of finan-

cial compeilsation that they could draw for their i;;ervices . 

. While these duties should not have proved difficult to an already 

established institution, th~y were onerous at a time when the college 

physically existed only on paper. To add to this burden, the regents 

also ~ere given the responsibility of supervising the affairs of the 

Oklahoma Experiment Station, which was considered merely as a subsidiary 

3rbid. 

4rbid. 



so 

of the coUege. 5 It was especially in the latter area that the law was 

6 vague and no clear lines of authority were drawn. Thus the regents 

often took advantage of this portion of the bill to appoint persons of 

the right political persuasion to lucrative and prestigious positions. 

The first board of regents were appointed by Governor George Steele 

on December 24, 1890,7 the last day that the First Territorial Legisla-

ture sat in session. Steele proposed five names. Since Oklahoma w&s 

only recently settled, and the names and background of many of its in-

habitants were not known, four of the five names submitted were members 

of the legislative body itself. Robert Barker, Logan county, forty-one 

years old, a farmer and member of the Republican party; the Reverend J, 

P. Lane, Cleveland county, thirty-eight years of age, a clergyman and 

member of the Republican party; Arthur Daniels, Canadian county, a Popu-

list serving as speaker of the house of representatives; and John 

Wimberley, Kingfisher county, twenty-four years of age, a farmer and 

member of the Democratic party, were the members of the Legislature nom

inated.8 Amos Ewing, Kingfisher county, twenty-nine years old, an em-

ployee of the Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf Railroad Company and a lifelong 

Republican, was the final appointee. 9 All were confirmed with the 

Srbid. 

6A revision of the 1890 statute clarified this situation somewhat. 
In addition, ·:ct h'.e: name of the institution was changed from the Agricul
tural and Mechanical College of the Territory of Oklahoma to the Agricul
tural and Mechanical College of Oklahoma. For a complete text of the new 
law, see The Statutes of Oklahoma, (1893), pp. 79-83. 

7oT, Journal of the First Session of the Legislative Assembly, 
(1890), p. 1094. - --

8Portrait .~ Biographical Record of Oklahoma (Chicago, 1901), p. 
535; Freeman E. Miller, The Founding of Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechan
ical College (Stillwater, 1928), p. 11; OT, Council Journal, (1895), pp. 
668-783. The criteria that Steele used'.to choose these men are not known. 

9Portrait and Biographical Record of Oklahoma, p. 173. 



exception of Daniels. On May 10, 1892, Governor A. J. Seay, successor 

to Steele, appointed M. T. Little to fill the fifth position. 10· 

The Positive Accomplishments of the First Board of Regents 

The first formal meeting of the board of regents occurred in the 
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Old Herriott Building in Guthrie on June 25, 189~ six months after their 

11 initial appointment. It is likely, however, that some of the indj.vidu-

als had been in contact with each other before this meeting, for Barker, 

Ewing, and Lane, the Republican members of the board, were the only per-

sons present. ·. Since a simple majority was all that was needed to con-

duct business, the meeting was held as scheduled. The most important 

item on the agenda was the selection of a president for the college and 

a secretary for the board. Later Robert Barker, who was testifying be-

fore a special legislative investigating connnittee, revealed what had 
: . . . . . . . . 

taken place. He said: "The Board of Regents of the A. and,M. college 

was organized ... by electing R. J; Barker, President and Secretary: 

A. A. Ewing, l'reasurer. 1112 · It was also decided that Ewing should comply 

with territorial law and post a $25,000.00 bond. 13 

With the regents now organized, the remainder of the year seemed a 

profitable and productive one for the college.· At the second meeting, 

lOMiller, p. 11. 

11 .· . 
Amos Ewing, "The First Board of Regent1;1," The h_. and ~< College 

Magazine, I (1929); p. 4. 

12or, House Journal, (1893), p. 347. It should be.noted at this 
point that the minutes of .the meetings of the board of regents.for the 
"itinerant years" are not available. Frequent changes of administration, 
fires' and the fact that early officials were not'cbnsefetttfous about keeping 
record$ .have reduced the number of primary sources available for analysis. 

13oAMC, 'Annual Catalog, Sessio~ of 1891-1892, [ n.p.]. 
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held in August, Dr. James c. Neal of the Florida Experiment Station was 

elected Director of the Oklahoma Station. 14 On November 25th, the board 

met agairi. and some historic decisions were made. First, it'was decided 

to begin classes on December 14th of the same year in the Congregational 

church. 15 The residents of Stillwater agreed to pay the rent on .the 

building, purchase the supplies needed to convert the church into a class-

room, and provide money for janitorial services and utility fees, as the 

16 Second Morrill Act prohibited using federal funds for such purposes. 

Secondly, Alexander Covington Magruder, a graduate of the Mississippi A. 

and M. College, agreed to become professor of agriculture arid horticul-

17 ture. In addition, Regent Wimberley was designated as superintendent 

of buildings and authorized to make plans for "the erection of a 

14 OAES, Bulletin No. l, (1891), p. 8. 

15 Miller, pp. 11-12. 

1611we Get the College,"~!.· . .!.!!2.M-College Magazine, I (1929), 
p. 31. The expenditure of federal funds under the Second Morrill Act was 
in theory carefuU:y re~ulat;ed; however, in practice the ''illegalll use of 
such monies was sometimes sanctioned under certain conditions. During 
these years William Torrey Harris, the U. S. Connnissioner of Education, 
worked with the Executive Committee of the Association of American Land
Grant Colleges to ascertain what expenditures were just, and the nature 
of reports that land-grant colleges should submit to the secretary of the 
interior. Harris expressed his personal views on this matter to Profes
sor E. F. Ladd. He wrote: "Under this interpretation of the law the 
following are a few of the items which are held as not properly charge
able to the funds granted by the act of August; 30, 1890: Salaries of 
pr~sident, treasurer, secretary, librarian, bookeepers, accountants, 
janitors, watchmen; salaries of professors of ancient and modern lang
uages, of pedagogics, of mental and moral philosophy, of music; also 

. furniture, ca_ses, shelving, musical instruments, fuel for heating pur
poses, lighting, tableware, and cook{ng utensils ..•• " North Dakota Agri
cultural and Mechanical College., Third Biennial Report £! the Board of 
Trustees of.~~ Dakota Agricultural College, Session of 1895-1896, 
(Bismarck, 1896), p. 14. 

17Horace J. Harper, "Magruder Field," The!.· and~· College Maga .. 
zine, VIII (1942), p. 6. 
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residence for the director [of the Experiment Station] not to exceed 

$1,300.00; a laboratory not to exceed $700.00; a house for the superin-

tendent of the farm, not to exceed $400.00 and barns and sheds not to 

18 exceed $600.00." The next day, Captain L. J, Darnell received designa-

19 
tion as temporary Commandant and Tactician of the college. Edward 

Clark, a Stillwater public school teacher, agreed to take charge of the 

A. and M. sub-collegiate school, The following evening a banquet and 

reception was given for the newly-appointed regents in recognition of 

their rapid start toward making the agricultural college a reality. Dr. 

Neal served as master of ceremonies, and speeches and toasts were ten~ 

dered by R, J. Barker, John Lane, George Gardenhire, J. R. Keaton, A. A. 

Ewing, John Wimberley, Colonel 'l', S. Jones, A, N. Daniels, and John 

20 Clark. Afterward the local postmaster invited the guests to spend the 

18oT, ~ Journal, (18g3), pp. 347-348. 

19Alfred Edwin Jar;ell, "The Founding of Oklahoma A. and M. College: 
A Memoir," The Chronicles of Oklahoma, :XXXIV (1956), pp. 323-324. The 
officials of the college h~ed to be eligible in the near future for a 
military officer to be detailed from West Point to take over the position 
of Commandant and Tactician, and therefore _Darnell's appointment was only 
temporary. Major Henry Alvord, who was the first officer detailed by 
West Point to train students enrolled in Morrill colleges, and C. w. 
Dabney, the President of Tennessee University, carried the fight in the 
Association of Land-Grant Colleges for continuance of such appointments. 
Some of the older land-grant institutions, such as the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, also endeavored to ~aintain similar relations 
with the Naval Academy at Annapolis. For further information, see USDA, 
OES, Miscellaneous Bulletin No. 3, Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Con
vention of the Association of Agricultural Colleges~ Experiment Sta
tions (Washington, 1890), pp. 68-69; Miscellaneous Bulletin No,, __ 65, 
Proceedings.£! the l'l,_ve_lft.h,Annual Convention of the A1;1sociation of~
ican Agricuitural Colleges and Experiment Stations (Washington, 18~~), 
pp. 64765; Miscellaneous Bulletin No .. ·20., . Proceeding$ df the Sevehth -An-.· _ 
rlua-1 Convention of the Association:~.-Americ;:an Agricultural Colleges and 
Experiment Stations (Washington, 1894), p. 25; Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, Annual Report of~ President and Treasurer, Session of 
1898 (Boston, 1899), p. 16. · 

20Miller, pp. 12-13. 
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21 evening at his home instead of the Wagon Yards. An aura of excitement 

permeated the village, and harmony prevailed for perhaps the last time 

during the "itinerant years" among the regents, the personnel more di-

rectly associated with the college, and the citizens of Stillwater. 

The rem1;1.inder of the "yeai;-"--whether academic, calendar,. or fiscal 

~-was anti-climactic. Contracts for the previously enumerated buildings 

were signed at Guthrie on December 12th, and a month later A. v. McDowell 

of Kingfisher was hired as farm superintendent. 22 George Holter, a 

recent chemistry graduate of the Kansas State Agricultural and Mechanical 

College, received appointment to the faculty on February 12, 1892. 23 

From this date until the end of the first academic year only routine 

business was transacted. Toward the end of June, the regents met in 

24 
Stillwater to close the fiscal records. and review the year's work. . 

Much had been accomplished, particularly in the area of recruiting teach-

ing and research personnel, and a beginning had been made in constructing 

crude physical facilities for the station. No public report was made of 

the college's financial situation, but it was generally assumed that A. 

and M. was the most generously endowed institution in the territory. 

Meanwhile, the first president and faculty of the fledgling college be-

gan the task of molding an institution of excellence. 

21Gale Wallin, "I Remember When--," The!, and~· College Magazine, 
I (1930), p. 5. 

22The Stillwater Gazette, January 15, 1892, p. 2. 

23Miller, p. 15. 

24The Stillwater Gazette, July 1, 1892, p. 4. 
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The First College President 

Throughout the territorial period the Oklahoma Agricultural and Me-

chanical College had more than its share of outstanding presidents. 

Henry E. Alvord, George Espy Morrow, and J. H. Connell all had national 

reputations in the field of agricultural education. In addition, the 

engaging Edward Dandridge Murdaugh added color to the campus and brought 

his wealth of experience concerning instruction in the mechanical arts 

to Stillwater. The administration of Angelo C. Scott remains the high 

point of the territorial college. On the other hand, Robert J. Barker, 

the first president and the man who succeeded in getting the college 

started, has remained largely a mystery, for he was a colorless and quiet 

diplomatist. 

Robert Barker came to Oklahoma Territory in the land rush of 1889. 

Born near Hinton, Virginia on April 28, 1848, he received his secondary 

education from the Cheshire Academy in Ohio and later returned to the 

South to attend Hale Normal College in West Virginia where he graduated 

in 1869, having taken a special course in civil engineering. 25 Shortly 

thereafter, he taught school in Jumping Branch, West Virginia and Sulphur 

Springs and Kokomo, Indiana, 26 In 1880 the young teacher abandoned the 

educational field and entered the furniture business in Pomeroy, Kansas 

and Jeffriesville, Missouri. The move to Oklahoma Territory was to 

establish a land claim and to raise shorthorn cattle. In most of these 

endeavors th.e native Virginian had some degree of success, and it was fpr 

this reason that his neighbors in Crescent City and the surrounding 

25Portrait and Biographical Record of Oklahoma, p. 535, 

26Ibid. 



area elected him to represent them in .the First Territorial Legisla-

27 ture. 
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Representative Barker had many favorable personal characteristics. 

Coming fr.om the ante-bellum South, he evidencec!Lt;~: llis .. friends ~~h of 

the charm and poise that is sometimes attributed to men of the planter 

class. Harry E. Thompson, who worked with him closely for over three 

years, described him as a "congenial, companionable, intelligent citizen 

. . . . a warm friend to those he liked. 1128 He had his critics, too. For 

example, some associates did not like the manner in which he became 

president of the college. Barker had helped to draft the law establish

ing the institution, 29 and.then appointed himself president after being 

30 elected the executive of .the board of regents. He also retained hi.s 

complete identification with the Republican party in Oklahoma. Never-

theless, Professor Thompson thought that even his "bitterest political 
', . 31 

rivals ... never dared accuse hiin of the slightest trickery." Horti-

culturalist Frank Waugh·:agreed. "He was strictly honest," he said, "and 

though in his political relations, surrounded by malfeasance and pecula-

tion·, he never appropriG1ted so much as a po.stage stamp nor stooped to 

27 Ibid,.; intervieW! with J;)r. Angie Debo, Marshall,. Oklahoma, August 3, 
1967. . 

28oAMC, H. E. '!ho~pson to B .. B. Chapman, June 3, 1954, "The Thompson 
Collection,'' (Oklahoma State. University Library). 

29 . ', 
· Ewing, p.· 4. 

30Harry E .. 'l'hompson, 11The Territorial Ptesidents of Oklahoma A. and 
M. College,".TheChronicles of Oklahoma, XXXII (1955)., p. 364· . 

. ~ .. -. . ·. ·. 

31 b'' d' ·, 365 I 1 , , p. . 
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h f · d · h 1132 · b . · . f h 11 b t e aintest is onesty. ,, Su sequent investigations o t e co ege y 

the territorial legislatures corroborated the accuracy of these evalua~ 

tions. 

In spite of the fact that President Barker had a college education 

and had served a ten year apprenticeship in the common school classroom, 

he came to Stillwater with major educational disadvantages. He was not 

a scientist by nature or training, nor had he a clear idea of the intent 

of the land-grant acts. As late as 1892, for example, he wrote to John 

Noble, the Secretary of the Interior, a letter indicating that he had 

not spent much time in studying either land-grant legislation or the 

various information circulars that were distributed by the United States 

Department of Agriculture and the American Association of Land-Grant 

Colleges. He wrote: 

We understand by Act of Congress of July 2, 1862 - Sec. 1 -
that the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Oklahoma Terri
tory is entitl.ed to 90,000 acres of public land as a permanent 
endowment. How to proceed to have it set apart to our college 
is what we do not know. We would like if practicable to get33 
our land in the Outlet. Awaiting your advice, we remain .... 

Representative Barker had been a member of the Legislature when the 

whole question of federal aid to the Oklahoma college had been discussed. 

Therefore, he should have been well aware that the institution was not 

eligible for such support .. If he had missed those discussions, it is 

32oAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of Oklahoma Agricultural 
and"0Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State University Library), 
p. 86. 

33 
OAMC, Robert Barker to John Noble, March 18, 1892, "The OSU Col-

lection, 1891-1899," (Oklahoma State University Library). George Holter, 
a colleague, believed that President Barker did not understand the Sec
ond Morrill Act either. OAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of 
Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma 
State University Library), p. 39. 
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somewhat amazing that he would wait nearly a whole year before making 
... -·-. 

inquiries. 

The very title that President ;Barker assumed indicates also some 

:'hostility toward the new sciences, especially those that were closely 

associated with land-grant coll~ges. The initial catalog of the insti-

tution, which he wrote himself, listed him as "President of the Faculty 

and Professor of Moral and Mental Science. 1134 Whereas such titles were 

once used by college presidents to guard the religious orthodoxy from 

theological heresies, in the late nineteenth century it is much more 

likely that the term indicated that the executive was attempting to pre-

pare students "to discover the.distinction bet~een science and philosophy 

and to detect the fallacy of identifying science with a metaphysic,of 

. 35 positivism or naturalism." Holter; Magruder, Neal, and Waugh, who were 

all graduates of colleges pnd universities that some clergymen called 

"godless," probably did not have a high opinion of such a .tittle and the 

course that was offered under its auspices. 

In addition, President Barker had another liability that affected 

his administration adversely. Having come to Oklahoma to acquire 

34 . [ ] OAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1891-1892, n.p .. 

35sherman B. Barnes, "The Entry of Science and History in the Col .. 
lege Curricul'11ll, 1865-1914," :!'.!!:.! History .2.f Edt.ication Quarterly, IV _ . 
(1964), p. 46. Apparently President Barker took this side of his teach
ing responsibilities very seriously. An early student recorded these 
words of his in her scrapbook: "In entering upon the duties of president 
at this institution I felt that the destinies of these students were en
trusted to my care. I recognized that whatever is retained is not neces
s1:1rily the idea in its entirety, but the effect of the idea upon the mind 
and ad infiriit:um. Dark and evil sentiments produce like effects, render-. 
ing turbid and vicious, the mind impressed by them, while good ._!-]1wes .. 
sions U.ke sparkling water tends to purify all with which they come into 
contact." OAMC, [Willa Adams, "Scrapbook of Willa Adams," n.p.J in "1;he 
Dusch Collection," (Oklahoma State Universtty Library). 
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government-owned land, he made~ homestead settlement on a tract of 160 

acres on April 24, 1889, and on May 18th he made homestead entry at the 

K1'ngfisher la.nd offi'ce. 36 Th' f'li t th t 'f B k · t d t is 1 ng mean a 1 ar er wane o 

keep possession of the claim, he would have to fulfill the residency re-
. · . 37 

quirements of the Homestead Act of 1862. When the genial man became the 

head of the A. and M. college, he chose to maintain his permanent resi• 

dence in Crescent City so that he could eventually receive a clear title 

to his homestead. He therefore left his wife and children on it, 38 and 

took every possible opportunity to go back and supervise what land he had 

under cultivation. Consequently, Barker was often away from his college 

post when crises developed. This si'tuat.ion caused ill-feelings between 

the president and the remainder of the faculty. 

The president's lack of knowledge of the land-grant idea, his fre-

quent absences from the campus, and the slowness of adequate physical 

facilities to develop soon led to clasheij with the younger and more en-

thusiastic members of the faculty, The first signs of an internal strug-

gle within the college occurred shortly after the opening of the first 

full-length academic year. 

A Brief Evaluation of the Barker Administration 

With President Barker preoccupied with his land holdings, teaching 

classes, and the effort to sell the college bonds, as well as 

~6Berlin B. Chapman, A manuscript entitled "President Robert Barker," 
in "The Angie Debo C(')llege Collection," (Author's Li'~rary), [n.p.J. 

37For the requirements to establish residency under the Homestead 
i\c t of· 1862, see Henry Steele Commager (ed. ) , Documents of American 
History (7th ed,) (New York, 196;3), pp. 410-411. 

38oAMC, H. E. Thompson to Angie Debo, March 14, 1957, ·"The Angie 
Debo College Collection," (Author's Library). 
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administrative duties, it is highly doubtful that he had, or took, the 

time to create a set of educational objectives specifically designed for 

the Oklahoma agricultural college. Instead, he continued to operate 

under the ideas that guided him while he taught common school. Thus he 

seemingly was content to view the college as an agricultural preparatory 

school. It is true that on one occasion he told a group of legislators 

' 1in this institution we consider that we have but a reflection of the 

39 Agricultural and Mechanical College of Kansas." This statement, how.-

ever., must be considered as an exaggeration. The Kansas State Agricul-

tural College by this time was permanently established, had in excess of 

a thousand students, and had a collegiate type management. The Oklahoma 

college was not yet permanently located and had fewer than a hundred 

students, and Barker•s dealings with his faculty smacked of a principal-

teacher relationship rather than a president-professor relationship. 

Spending the summer of 1892 in Crescent City, President Barker re-

turned briefly to the campus in September. After a stay of only a couple 

of weeks, he then spent the majority of the next three months with his 

f · 1 40 ami y. By late October issues of such importance were cropping up in 

faculty meetings that it often appeared an academic mutiny was afoot. 

On the 24th, with Dr. Neal chairing the session, George Holter moved 

that a committee of the faculty be appointed to submit a plan for dis-

ciplining students who were not satisfactorily performing classroom 
I 

39oT, House Journal, (1893), p, 351. 

40 Barker's absences from the campus may most easily be calculated· 
by checking the register of the hotel where he stayed. For exact dates, 
see SO, "Register of the Stillwater City Hotel," (Payne County Histori
cal Society), passim. 



41 work. This motion referred not only to a discipline problem, but it 

also called attention to the fact th•t the presiderit had failed to or-

ganize the faculty into standing committees. Moreover, Professor : 

Magruder moved that a: commi.ttee of the faculty be appointed to confer 

with the board of regents about a proposed division of the preparatory 

42 
class. His action constituted, of course, a break in the regular 

academic chain of connnand. · The motion was tabled a.nd at the following 

meeting withdrawn, 43 but it still indicated.a growing dissatisfaction 

61 

with the Barker administration. At the latter meeting it was also pro-

posed that a set of parlic1,mentary rule.s be adopted. This motion perhaps 

reflected upon the manner in which Magruder's proposal was handled. 

During the months of November and Dec~ber the academic disp~tes 

became more intense. On November 14th, Magruder move.d "everything af-

fecting students or Faculty shall be discussed, voted upon and carried, 

ordered published by tl;i.e Faculty, prioJ;" to any announcement to that ef..: 

· · 44 feet by the president or any member of the Faculty."·· At the next 

regularly scheduled meeting a motion by Professor Clark indicated that 

the college badly needed its executive on campus .. He moved a committee 
. . ·. 

be appointed to "confer innnediately with the City Council in regard to 
.·. ·. · . 45 

wood to supply the present need of the college.II. Furtl).ermore, the· 
.· . . . 

twin insurgents of the faculty--Holter and Magruder--were appointed to' 

41oAMC, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Libt;;~ry), p. 113. 

42Ibid. 

43rbid., P· 114. 

44Ibid., P· 116. The motion was defeated, 

45rbid., P· 119. 
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conununicate to President Barker that he had been selected to chair the 

wood conunittee, The next month student disci,pline on the campus fell to 

a new low. A significant number of young men were involved in incidents 

46 of drunkenness, stealing, and illegal meetings. After punishments were 

meted out to the guilty parties, the executive declared that the work of 

the special committee to revise the college disciplinary code was not 

l 'd 47 
Vl;l l. ' He did, however, acquiesce in the matter of appointing stand-

ing faculty committees, and on January 16, 1893 six were established. 

In subsequent meetings Barker listened with more sympathy to the requests 

of the faculty for additional instructors to be appointed the following 

48 year. Nevertheless, no noteworthy action was taken. 

The following year, as surviving academic records suggest, some 

progress was made in improving the quality of instruction offered at the 

A. and M. college. The farmer-president also took an increasing inter-

est in other institutional affairs. He was particularly active in work-

ing with the state legislature, detailing the financial requirements of 

h 11 ' h . d' f . 49 t e co ege 1.n t e 1.mme 1.ate uture, Here his experience as a terri-

tori al politician worked to the benefit of the college. It does, how-

ever, remain a fact that on Barker's last recorded meeting with the 

faculty no formal expressions of gratitude were extended. Neither did 

local newspapers or student publications lament his academic passing. 

Nevertheless, in later years some people who knew him personally took a 

46Ibid., pp. 127-129. 

47Ibid., p. 130. 

48Ibid., p. 140. 

lt9 OT, House Journal, (1893), p. 349. 



more charitable view of the first president. In 1965 an early student 

wrote: 

I looked over the 1President's pictures in the 50 year book 
--and think other Pre~idents [sic] may have had greater gift 
and ability. President R. J. Barker and not leave OtJ.t the 
first faculty made a great beginning--with what they had to 
work with.so 

Barker's troubles with the faculty did not all stem from personal 

63 

ineptness. The professors by and large were fresh from land-grant col

leges just beginning to acquire national reputations, 51 and were anxious 

to shape the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Oklahoma into the 

mold of their almes matres. President Barker realized that in the 

1890's the Stillwater institution was not yet in a position to implement 

many of the bold ideas being discussed elsewhere and was often forced 

into the unpopular position of having to hold the enthusiasm of the 

young professors in check. 

An Analysis of the Faculty of the .. OklahoJna Station 

There were many exciting things connected with land-grant colleges 

and universities in the decade before the turn of the twentieth century. 

Nothing, however, supersedes the contributions made by the experiment 

stations that were attached to them by the Hatch Act of 1887. This piece 

of legislation charged the station personnel to conduct original research 

52 and to verify experiments in certain scientific areas. Theoretically, 

50 OAMC, Ennna Dent to B. B. Chapman, November 14, 1965, "Early Stu-
dent Correspondence Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

51 
A good review of the transition of land-grant colleges into uni-

versities is contained in Frederick Rudolph, The American College and 
University: A History (New York, 1965), pp. 265-286. 

52u. S. Statutes at Large, Vol. XXIV, p. 440 (1887). 
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it may have been the intention of the framers of the law to use the fac-

ulty of experiment stations purely to perform investigative functions, 

but it was not long until prominent members of the government such as 

Edwin Willets, the Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, 53 and land-grant 

academicians were urging scientists to step into the classrooms and 

before the:public to publicize the. results of their research. Louis L. 

Mcinnis, Chairman of the Faculty of.the Agricultural and Mechanical Col-

lege of Texas, along with George Atherton of Pennsylvania State College, 

' in particular stressed this view. Mcinnis vigorously put it thus: 

In my opinion, .the practical relation. between the agri
cultural experiment stations and the colleges is that the sta .. 
tions are to occupy a coordinate position with the college 
departments having instruttion for their purpose. Their pur
pose is investigation, but the.final use of investigation is 
instruction; not necessarily the instruction of youth, but 
the instnuction of all studies and teachable minds.54 

Such statements cleared the way fbr land-grant colleges and universities 

to become ce"Qters for. research and t.he popularization of knowledge, as 

well as being institutions to transmit classical subject matter. 

The Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College.had no debate con-

cerning whether station personnel should perform in the classroom. Both 

shortages of funds and of instructional faculty made it a necessity. In 

fact, the station sc:i;entists probably had often to teach to the virtual 

exclusion of their research interests. But by working long hours and 

performing a variety of duties; such personnel contributed greatly to 

53usDA, OES, Miscellaneous Bulletin No. 2, Proceedings of the Third 
Annual Convention of the Association of American Agricultural Colleges 
and Experiment Stations (Washington, 1891), pp. 86-87. 

54Ibid., p. 78. 
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· 55 
the development of the institution and the territory. An exam,p,le of a 

man who worked in this vein was· th.e first <Urector · of· the experiment 

station. 

Dr. James Clinton Neal, the oldest and mQst experienced member of 

. •. · 56 
the academic staff, was employed .in August, 1891 as station director. 

In reality, however, he was much more .. · A student publication conunented 

upon his premature death in 1~96 in the following terms: 

To these who think Dr. Neal's place. can be easily filled 
by any one man, we will name the branches which he taught. 
They are as follQws: Geometriei;tl Drawing, Physical Geography, 
Physiology and Hygiene, Botany, Entom.ology, Zoolagy, Meteor
ology, Biology and Geology, besides his Station work.57 

To these duties should be added others- .. t;hat he personally answered 

large volumes of daily correspondence, $erved often as chairman of fac-

ulty meetings, wrote station bulletins, hdd the position of acting 

president 
. · .· 58 . 

during the early college's darkest hour, and served as a 

friend to 59 all who needed one. Frank Waugh, his brilliant colleague, 

sununarized the feelings of most of Neal's subordinates when he once 

5_5Francis Richard Gilmore, "A Historical Study. of the Okhhoma Ag
ricultural .Experiment Station," (Unpublished Ed. D. Dissertation, 
Oklahoma State University, 1967), pp. 74~78. 

560. c. Mcintosh, Don M. Orr, and C. White, "The Story of Agricul
ture of Less than College Gtadein the Oklahoma Agricultural and Meehan .. 
ical College from DeceJ;I1ber 25, 1890 to June 1, 1940;" (Oklahoma State 
University Library), p. 3. 

57The Oklahoma !_. ~ ~· Coll'ege :Mi,rror (Stillwater), January 16, 
1896, p. 6. 

58During this period Neal wrote to his sister: "I have been' Presi
dent for the last three weeks .... ! have two ciasses each day now, and 
besides am writing two bulletins, reports and a cort''espondence that is 
quite large, often 50 letters per week. I am up till 10 each night." 
OAMC, James Neal to Jennie Neal,.Nov~mber 22, 1894, "'l'he James Clinton 
Neal· and Fam;i.ly Collection, 1' (Oklahoma State University Library) • 

. 59oA.MC, Ainie Neal Jamison to E, A. Jarrell, [n.d.], "'l'he Jam~s Clin
ton Neal and Family Collection,". (Oklahoma State, University Library); 
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said:- "Dr. J. C, Neal, director of the experiment station, was the best 

known, best loved, most re)spected and most influential man on the. 

- 60 
staff." This evaluatien came from a man who later taught at the 

Massachusetts Agricultural College and wrote twenty-two books on agri-

culture and hundreds of arti-cles for professional journds. 

Personally, Dr. Neal was an unusually kincl man. This fact reflected 

itself in his dealings with his students and family. As a young man he 

served two enlistments in the Civil War.· He first saw action with the 

138th Regiment, Indiana Infantry, where his name was associated with 

William Mershon "who won fame as 'the drummer boy at the battle of 

Shiloh 1 • 1161 Neal's second enlistment began on March 10, 1865. 62 The 

tender-hearted man, however, was not suited for military life. Besides 

being near-sighted~ he abhorred the destruction of war. While travel-

ing on a train shortly before the second enlistment, he wrote: 

War is stern, savage, awful in the huge cannon, the long 
lines of earthworks, the hordes of glistening and gleaming 
bayonets. Nature is beautiful, shady groves, springs, and 
rivers. War is cruel, gloomy, when the patients come in from 
the front;, mangled, bruised, torn, lame, and crippled for 
life. I have seen all this and more. 63 · · 

While the Civil War loosed in some men a spirit of adventure and a con-

tinuing lust for an active and wandering life, it worked just the oppo-

site in James Neal. Deeply moved by his combat experiences, he decided 

to devote the remainder of his life to the cause of humanity. 

60oAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of the Oklahoma Agricul
tural and Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), p. 86. 

61 
The Tulsa~' November 28, 1965, p. 6. 

62Ibid, 

63oAMC, James Neal to Jennie Neal, January 28, 1864, "The James Clin
ton Neal and Family Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 
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In 1869 the ex:-soldier received two degl;'ees from the.land-grant 

11 A Ab Mi. h" 64 Th 1 . f h d . h" h co ege at nn r o.r, c 1gan. e atter o t ese egrees, w,~1c 

was awarded for a ceurse of study consisting of medical, scientific, and 

pharmaceutical classes, enti,tled him to·be called Dr .. Neal, Following 

graduation, he gained employment at the .Smithsonian Institution ill 

Washington, D. c. 65 Later he became affiliated .with.the Florida Agri-

66 cultural CoUege. As a :result of his fdendship with Governor George 

Steele,- Professor Neal was offered the Directorship 6f the Oklahoma 

. . 67 Exper1ment St~t1on, 

By 1890 Neal held a conservative view of what the purpose and func-

tions of an experiment stat ion should be. He believed, for example,. 

that the Oklahoma institution should provide farmers with.information 
. 68 

about soil 1 temperature, rainfall, and crops. .. Since the territory had 

only recently been settled, this type of activity was quite .natural, Yet 

to be in line with the thinking of many of the national leaders in this 
· . ·. 69 

area, he should have also stressed more abstract investigations. On 

the other hand, however, Dr. Neal was not content to see the station 

develop into a model farm. Secondly, the director bel:i,"eved that his 

64 OAMC, Nancy B. Kremkus to B. B. Cllapman, September 29, 1965, "The 
James Clinton Neal and Family Collection, 11 (O}tla:homa State University 
Library) .. 

65oAMC, [Willa Ada1;11s, !'Scrapbook of Willa Adams," n.p.] in "The 
Dusch Collection, 11 (Oklahoma St-ate U11-iversity Library). 

66Ibid. 
67 . · 

The Stillwater News .. Press, December 7, 1952, p. 10. 

68 · 
. . OAES, Bulletin ~· !, p. 8. 

69For example·, see USDA, OES ~·Miscellaneous ·Bulletin No. 3, Proceed
ings .2! ~ Fourth Annual Convention .,2£ the Association of American Agri
cultural Colleges .~.Experiment Stations (Washington, 1892), p. 55. 
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staff of scientists shoµld perform largely a teaching function, but in 

this area too, he was not an absolutist. His annual report for the year 

1894 included the remark that the ideal situation was one where both re-
1 

70 search and instruction.were combined to the tI!Utual advantage of each. 

In implementing his educational position, Professor Neal had two 

sources of constant irritation. The board of regents, including Presi~ 

dent Barker, and the territorial legislature were lax in providing funds 

and moral support for scientific research. A somewhat typical attitude 

was expressed by one of the regents who was a Guthrie grain and cotton 

dealer. He stated he could get a good stenographer for his office for 

seventy-five dollars per month and therefore could not see why a faculty 

71 member of the college should ask for more. · Secondly, the law that 

established the experiment station was badly written and consequently 

made it impossible to know whether the station director or the college 

farmer had the most authority. Frank Northup, a reporter for the Still-

water Gazette, thought the farmer often hindered Neal, Magr~der, and 

Waugh in their efforts to make scientific investigations, To illustrate, 

the farmer once told Northup: ''I'll show these young squirts where to 

72 get off. When it comes. to farming I know my stuff." This man was a 

philosophical cousin to those "practical" farmers who believed they 

knew all about agriculture because they had worn out several farms prior 

to migrating to Oklahoma. 

70G'l 1. more, p. 31. 

71James K. Hastings, "Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College 
and Old Central," The Chronicles of Oklahoma, XXVIII (1950), p. 83. 

72oAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of the Oklahoma Agricul
tural and Mechanical College, 1.~91-1941," (Oklahoma State Univers;i.ty 
Library), p. 49. 
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After several years of fighting financial problems, attempting to 

get along with inept politica~ appointee~ on the farm, and seeing his 

family live in q1,1art;:ers where his daughters had to place an umbrella 

73 
over their bed in the winter to prevent snow-from dampening blankets, 

74 Dr. Neal aspired for the presidency of the college. The added monetary 

rewards and increased prestige would have partially alleviated many of 

his personal difficulties. Failing health, lack of positive accomplish-

ments at the experiment station, and.other factors, made this objective 

impossible to attain. In 1895, he was relieved as station director but 

retained as a member of the faculty. His replacement, Colonel Henry 

Glazier, was not an academic man. Instead he sat on the board of regents 

and considered himself a "practical" farmer. Home, Field,~ Forum, an 

Oklahoma agricultural magazine, protested the change by publishing edi-

torials ridiculing the new appointee, stating among other things that: 

Several of the students at the Agr:i,.cultural college at 
Stillwater are far better qualifiedto act in the capacity of 
Horticulturist than Colonel Glazier. They at least know 
Johnson grass from toesits and will not advocate the driving 
of nails into or the hanging of horseshoes onto fruit trees 
in order that they might have an abundant supply of iron.75 

The practical man at Stillwater prunes vines and fruit 
trees during th,e middle of August, while the sap is in full 
flow. We naturally wonder if.he seriously intends this as a 
'practical' experiment. While such unseasonable pruning is 
of itself almost enough to kill the trees and vines, this pre
sumptuous, self-styled 'practical' man .even attacks the roots 
and tears them asunder with the turning plow; and that too, 
right in the midst of the growing season. This is, indeed, 

73oAMC, Amie Neal Jamison to B._B. Chapman, May 31, 1962, "The 
James Clintqn Neal and Family Collection," (Oklahoma State University 
Library). .• 

74 . . · . 
~ Stillwater Gazette, July 4, 1895, p. 2. 

75 Quoted from The Payne County Populist (Stillwater), August 21, 
1895, p. 8. 



experimenting with a vengeancy, and we must insist is a very 
impractical kind of 'practical. ,76 

70 

During his tenure at the Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechaqi,cal Col-

lege, Dr. Neal represented a transitional scientific figure. His train.,. 

ing at the University of Michigan was completed before the teachings of 

Darwinism had thoroughly penetrated the sciences.77 Being of the old 

school, he largely.thought of science as the instrument for the accumula-

tion of a la:i;-ge number of helpful facts, but he did.not reach the point 

of incorporating these data into structured forms that attempted to ex-

plain cause and effect relationships. Nevertheless, he was the man who 

held the institution together during the early uncertain years. Herein 

lies his major contribution to the development of·the college. Some of 

the younger members of the experiment station faculty, however, were 

products of modern universities, held different scientific views, an<;l. 

76 .. 
Quoted from~ Payne Co1,1nty Pop-ulist, September 26, 1895, p. 6. 

77 In 1909, John Dewey made the following observation concerning the 
influence of Charles Darwin's book, The Origin .£f Species. "No wonder, 
then, that.the publication of Darwin's book, a half century ago, precip
itated a crisis. The true nature of the controversy is easily concealed 
from us, hm'.,ever, by the theological clamor that attended it. The vivid 
and popular features of the anti-Darwinism row tended to leave the im
pression that the issue was between science on one side and theology on 
the other. Such was not the case - the.issue lay primarily with science 
itself, as Darwin clearly recognized." John Dewey, "The·Influence of 
Darwin on Philosophy," in Bert James Loewenberg (ed.), Darwinism: Reac
tion or Reform? (New York, 1966), p. 52. 
·--. By roughly 1900, the conflict in the sciences :was, nearing resolu
tion. The idea of taking factual data and formulating all-encompassing 
natural laws was passing from vogue. Instead, modern scientists were 
looking for causal i;-e\lationships. It1 addition, a significant number of 
professors in land-grant colleges br'oadened the areas in which they did 
research. · In other words, they believed the farmer ''had other problems 
besides insects, hail, frost, and the sterility of his prize boar." 
Theodore H, White, "Action Intelle.ctuals: Scholarly Impact on the Na
tion's Past," Life, LXII (1967), p. 56. See also Thorstein Veblen, 
"Why Is Economics Not an Evolutionary Science?" The Quarterly Journal 
of Economics, XII (1898), passim. 
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were more serious about pressing their newly discovered knowledge into 

the minds of the rough-edged sons and daughters of the O~lahoma prairie. 

Thus the real core of the teaching and researching personnel of the co1::.._ 

lege during this period was an agricultural trit,m1.virate composed of 

George J:!olter, Alexander Maijrud1g, and Frank Waugh. 

The first of these three men, .George Holter, was recogn:i.zed by his 
.... ,· 

colleagues as the best trained man on the sta:l;f, After graduating from 

Pennsylvania State College and studying in several.German universities, 
. 78 

he came to Stillwater to be station chemist and to t'each chel!listry, 

which subject was regar,ded as "th~ first real science of the new age,1179 

An early student recalled Halter's abilities in the following words: 

He could read German textbooks and had quite a large li
brary of scientific books. The first aggies [sic] could not 
speak or write much without mentioning Holter, He gave us 
vision and inspiration and did all that a great teacher could 
do - he led us to the fountain of science where it was up to 
us to drink.BO . 

In addition to being a superb teacher, Professor Holter also recognized 

that the students of A. and M, needed some.one .. both to discipline them 

and to explain what higher education was all about.. After all, the stu-

dents had no upperclassmen to imitate or to query about their new en-

virbnment. In a stern a11d uncomprom:i.slJtg manner, the former Pennsylvan

ian assumed this task. 81 While he got away wit~ being blunt and abrupt 
,· 

with students, these atfributes did not always please the president and 

78 . 
Hastings, p; 83. 

79 Edward Danforth Eddy, Colleges for our Land and Time: The Land-
Grant ~ in American Education' (New York:-'I956), ~9:--

BO . 11 324 Jarre , p. . 

81 George L. Holter, ''When the School Was Young," The!_. and!!· Col .. 
lege Magazine, I (1929), p. 12. 
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board of regents. · These people tended to tolerate him, since he was one 

of the better ,chemists in the nation, but in spite of his subject matter 

abilities hewas never seriously considered for the p:residency of the 

82 
institution,.because. of his frankness. Holter trained a large number 

of young men in chemistry who later went onto distinguished careers in 

·: 

academic and government circliils~. 

The second mejnber of the station teaching force was Alexander 

Magruder, the son of a prominent professor of the English language. Col-

orful, well-tailored, a military veteran, and a man who turned many a 

young lady's eye as he rode his horse "Damit" along Stillwater streets, 

Magruder had a good working knowledge of the mission of land-grant col-

leges and strove. during his years in Oklahoma to make it a scientific 

institution in the modern sense. Buttressed with his degree from 

. 83 Mississippi A. and M., post-graduate work in Germany, and two years 

experience at the West Virginia ExperimeJ;J.t Station, he set about to do 

two things. First, he attempted to build an academic tradition of ex-

cellence by awarding the Magruder medal to students showing outstanding 

ability in agriculture. 84 Secondly, he established the Magruder Plot, 

82 OAMC, Frank Northup to B. B. Chapman, December 22, 1962, "The 
Northup Collection," (Oklahoma State University Libra:i;-y). 

83 
Harper, p~ 6. 

84since the college had no graduation exercises until 1896 Magruder 
believed that the students needed something visible to work for. Three 
medals constructed of solid gold were presented to Katie Neal, George 

. Bowers, and Arthur Adams, respectively.. Berlin Chapman, "Medal Collec-.:-· 
tion Complete," The t±.· and M, College Magazine, XV (1943), p. 7; The 
Stillwater News,Press, August 26, 1956, p. 15. Portions of the ad
dresses that wdnmedals may be read in The Stillwater (;azette, June 23, 
1893, p. 1; The Eagle-Gazette (Stillwater), June 21, 1894, p. 1; The 
Stillwater Gazette,· June 13, 1895, p. 1. 



which is the second oldest continuous plot of ground in the United 

States for conducting agricultural experiments.SS 

During the summer of 1895 Professor Magruder was rewarded by the 

board of regents by being abruptly dismissed. Returning from a brief 
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vacation, he was told that his services the ne:ict year would no longer be 

needed, When Governor William Renfrow heard this news, he pl;'omptly of-

fered MagJ;"uder the position of State Superintendent of Public Schools 

for Oklahoma, but the latter declined, choosing instead to attend Tulane 

University, where he received a medical degree in 1900. 86 Before leav-

ing the college, however, the twenty-six year old teacher and scientist 

left an indelible imprint on the institution. ije fathered the emphasis 

on academic excellence that has late);' characterized the scientific 

schools of the university for many years. 

The last member of the agricultural trio was Frank Waugh. He 

joined the faculty on February 28, 1893, shortly after receiving his 

87 Master's degree from the Kansas State Agricultural College. A short 

plain-appearing man of twenty-three, Waugh was the most popular teacher 

on the campus and the chief means.of communication between the students 

and the faculty. His contribution, however, to the college, and to the 

nation as well, came in the scientific area. Professor Waugh was one 

of the leading American scholars who de..-emphasized the teachings of a 

Frenchman named Antoine Poiteau, and pioneered the offering of science 

subjects as both technical and liberal arts courses, 

85 · 
Harper, pp. 6, 15. 

861bid. 

87 · 11 . 15 M+ er, p, . 



74 

The French horticulturalist Antoine J>oiteau constrµcted a model for 

teaching his specialty as a vocational subject that:: was widely imitated 

in the United States. Frank Waugh believ.ed it was 'permissible to use 

this instrument if one were teaching a horticultutal course in a techni .. 

cal school, but in college he thought the subject should be taught "as a 

disciplinary study in the scheme of Uberal education. 1188 Horticulture 

should teach a student to ol>serve, to reaso11 accur1:1tely, to present his 

thoughts cogently, and tc;, c.ultivate the aesthetic tastes .. -these items to 

89 teach the development of the whole man. 

To illustrate this premhe, Pi;ofesso;r Waugh wrote an article en-

titled "Ideals of Horticultural Instruction" wherein he maintained that 

there were three aspects of horticulture, each la;i.d in a different. field 

of knowledge: (1) a science, a 'bran.ch of l>otanJcal science; (2) a phil-

osophy, based on the science and typified in the evolution course; (3) an 

• 9Q,. 
art, illustrated in landscape gardening. He also concluded in this 

same article that a college course embodying such principles could teach 

a vocation and provide a liberal education as well. He completed his 

thoughts by comparing the advantages of this apprpach to that espoused 

by the Frenchmaµ. He wrote tha.t those who follow the lead of the latter 

individual 

cultivate the practical side of the ~ubject, in preference to , 
the liberal aspect; their ideal is an institute of horticultur .. 
al technology. The followers of Professor [Liber~yJ Bailey 
bring into the foreground the requirements of .a liberal educa
tion; and while they teach technology, treat it as of secondary 

88 
· Quoted from The Oklahoma!!.· and~· College.Mirror, February, 

1898, p. 2, 

89rbid. 

90rbid. 



importance. Horticulture is a required study in agricultural 
colleges generally. For students,.who do not follow that oc
cupation in after years, the techno).ogy is of comparatively 
little value; while the student who pursues a course shaped 
according to the second ideal develops in a manner to increase 
his satisfaction in life, whatever his s:urroundings may prove 
to be,91 · 

75 

Waugh's concept of horticultural instruction was not appreciated by some 

people associated with A. and M. College. A newspaper writer reported 

he was "fired to make a place for an auctioneer-farmer near Orlando who 

· 92 
was prominent in politics and he had 'planted an orchard."' Leaving 

Stillwater, the. engaging young man traveled to Europe and studied in 

French and Gepnan universities. 93 iater he achieved national prominence 

at Cornell University and the Massachusetts Agricultural College. 

In the final analyds, a college or univers;i.ty is no better than 

94 its faculty. In the case of the Oklahoma Morrill college, the combina-

tiqn of Neal, Holter, Magruder, an.d Waugh gave the institution an 

91 · · · 
The article "Ideah cif Hortic1,1ltural Instr\,lction" was written af-

ter Frank Waugh left the Oklahoma A. and M. College. Many of the stu
dents! essays, however, that were wr;i.tten while Waugh was in Stillwater 
evidence the same type of indoctrination. For example, see the oration 
entitled. "Landscape Gardening" given by J. H. Adam.s in June, 1895 at the 
annual closing exercises. It may be read in part by con$ulting The 
Stillwater Gazette, June 13, 1895, p. 1. 

· Wh$,le such changes in agricultural courses have been widely publi-. 
cized, it should not be forgotten that the same was also true in the me~f 
chanic arts. Speaking on th;i.s subject, President Francis A. Walker of · 
M. I. T. said: "Our shops are not factoriei;, but laboratories. It is 
not the thing made, but the training, the discipline, the practice, which 
the student obtains in the making, which forms the object in view.". 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Annual Report .2£. ~ President 
and Treasure.r, Session of 1896 (Cambridge, 1897), p. 39. 

92oAMC, Frank Northup to B. B. Cllapmari, December 22, 1962, "The 
Northup Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

93oAMC, [Willa Adams, "Scrapbook of Willa Adams," n.p.}i,.n "The 
Dusch Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

94 Vernon Carstensen, "A Century of Land-Grant Colleges," The 
Journal £!.' Higher Educati~m, XXXIII (1962), p. 31. 
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extremely capable faculty for a college of its size and endowment;:. But 

these men were soon relieved of their duties, at\d "the college was badly 

crippled by the appointment of political neer-do-weUs ••. , 1195 This· situ-

ation cost the fledgling institution preatige, and the qu~lity of re-

search and instruction.degenerated. Yet it would pe incorrect to assume 

that the faculty of the stati:on were fired e~clusively to make, room for 

political appoin,tees. There was in some quarters antagon,ism to the edu-

cational practices and objectives of these m~m. The demotion of Director 

Neal, the replacement of Magruder and Waugh, and the eventual loss of 

Professor Holter represented during the early years the demise of modern 

scientific thought on the campus. 
\ 

An Analysis of the faculty of the Preparatory School 

· The ear1iest classes conducted at the college were not collegiate, 

but-instead were of the.high school variety. The facµlty could find no 

~ualified students to enter the freshman class. Therefore, President 

Barker appointed individuals to scour the locality for bright students 

who could qualify for college work after a year or two of preparatory 

d . 96 stu 1.es. During the "itinerant years," two men, Edward Clark and 

Harry Thompson, secured and taught studen.ts enrolled in such a school. 

Each man made an important contribution to the success of the land .. grant 

experiment in Oklahoma. 

The first faculty member appointed to organize and supervise the 

activities of the preparatory department was Edward F. Clark, who was 

95oAMC, A. E, Jarrell to B, B. Chapman, September 22, 1957, "The 
Jarrell Collectiop.," (Oklab.oma State Univer~ity Library). 

96 I 

Jarrell, pp. 316-317. 
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currently serving as the principal of the common schools in the local-

"t 97 1 y. A graduate of an unidentified normal school, he had in previous 

years taught classes in the Swope Building, the Congregational Church, 

and now the Methodist Church. 98 In 1891 he experienced difficulty with 

a high school student in one of his classes; after being exonerated from 

certain charges by an investigation conducted by Simon Myers, a Presby;. 

terian clergyman sent to Oklahoma the year before by the Board of aome 

Missions, Clark decided to resign and accept the position offered to him 

· 99 by Robert Barker. Clark. was a popular teacher, and he secured approxi-

mately fifty of his former pupils to enroll for the first classes offered 

100 
by the college. 

Professor Clark proved to be an excellent choice to give beginning 

instruction to the early student.a. An environmentalist, he believed 

that those things which a person learns in 'his youth will set the pattern 

for future conduct. Thus he attempted to instill. in his studepts a sense 

of responsibility and give them a code to live by. HiEI speech, "Honor 

and Integrity," delivered early in the history of the college, found him 

emp~asizing the value of choosing certain people as models. He spok~: 

Early training, early associations, early reading when the men
tal .faculties are unusually active and impressions are readily 
made, has much to do with the moral cu;J.ture of the mind. His
tory with its various unfoldings of the human character and its 
record of greatness and failings of men and nations, furnishes 
an abundant source wherein the true seeker may find mental food 

97so, "Stillwater's First School Board Minutes," (:Payne County 
Historical Society), p. 81. 

98Ibid,; .UleStillwater Daily Press·, September 18, 1934, p, 1. 

99 Jarrell, pp. 316-317. 

· lOO J. H. Adams , "When the Col l.ege Was Young, " ~ !, . ~ !!· College 
Magazine, XII (1942), p. 9. 



essential to the development of a noble mankind or a pure woman
hood. Bible history furnishes the reflective mind many char
acters imbued with many virtues. The history of the Old World 
is made to read with fascinatirig charms.by virtue of the noble
ness of its numerous martyrs to faith, government, and justice. 
Yet I am too patriotic to believe that it is strictly necessary 
for an American youth to go without the limits of our own beau
tiful domain to seek an ideal worthy of his admiration. The 
pages of our history with which every youth should be familiar, 
are resplendent with renowned and illustrious characters which, 
for their nobility of purpose in the establishment of liberty 
and the nurturing of free institutions of learning have re
ceived the plaudits of the civilized world.101-

78 

The students so enjoyed such speeches that they often forgot the humble 

physical surroundings of the college. 

In 1892 Professor Clark accepted an appointment to teach college 

mathematics courses. He stayed at the Stillwater institutiori until 1898, 

departing··· then,. for greener pastures. An early college verse states 

that he died of lymphatics, but no concrete record of this allegation 

remains. 102 His preparatc;,ry school replacement was destined to be one 

of the most colorful and inspiring individuals to grace a college class-

room. 

Harry Thompson, the son of a Princeton-educated clergyman, received 

his early education from his father, attended the Catawba County, 

Kentucky, schools, and then took a normal training course at the South-

103 
ern Normal School (Western Kentucky State College), He afterward 

taught connnon school at Irving, Kentucky, and Little River, Texas, and 

101 The Oklahoma!· and N· College Mirror, June 1~, 1895, [n.p.J. 

102Jarrell, p. 317; B. B. Chapman, "First Faculty Set Standards," 
The!· and N· College Magazine, XV (1943), p .. 3. 

103B. B. Chapman, "I Remember the University When,"~ Oklahoma 
State Alumnus, II (1961), p. 13. 
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then became Principal o:I; th,e high school located at.Rogers,.Texas. 104 

Thus Thompson came to Stillwater as a teacher of some consi.derable 

experience. 

At Stillwatel;'., Professor .Thompson took it upon himself to impress 

upon the students what higher education was .all about. He could be tough 

on his pupils, bu.t he also· disliked seeing them get into serious trouble 

and miss t.he golden opportunity which he. thought lay before thein. Th0tn8s 

Hartman here );'.ecalls the nature of Thc;,inpson's duties, and how he could 

bend when necessary: 

Thompson looked after the preparatory department. He was a boy 
who got most of the rough st1,1ff~ It was necessary for him to . 
tame all the wild animds anc:i get them started in the right di'.. 
·rection. You must remember that some of us were worse than 
others. H;is job required a: real .'beman.' Thompson was the man 
for the job. A tdl ~lender, aiert chap, who could take one of 
those wild boys.from the plains and have him 'saddle broke' and 
'saddle wise'--headed for the particular. pasture where he could 
find what; wa~ _best for him. · I am grateful to lhompson for help
ing me out_of a heap-o ... trouble one night in Old Central when a 
free for all fight occurred in the Sigma Literary Society. I· 
got cracked on the conk and bled like a stuck pig. Thompson 
cleared me before ~he fac~lty~ }!_e had th7m beHevi-g.g I was a 
hero--struck down 1.n my line ofJlut;y, as 1t were.105 

. ' 

Besides taming t;he preparatory students to the point where they could 

appreciate the advanced instruction off~red by Holter, Magruder, Neal 

and Waugh, Profess~r'TQompson dso deserves.the distinction of being one. 
.. . . 

of the e.atliest. persons to sugg.est to students . that black and oran,ge 
. . . 

would be good colors for the college.. Thh. was ~ndoubtedly a tribute to 

his father. 

104. 
"Last of the A. and M. Faculty," The A. and M, Colldge Magazine, 

XX! (1949), p. lL Thompson bro1,.1ght excellent letters of reference. from 
these institutions. 

105oAMC, ["Biographical Sketch of Harry Thompson,11 n.p.] in "The 
Hartman Collecti.on, ..- (Oklahoma State University Library). · 
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Neither Edward Clark nor Harry Thompson was as well trained as were 

their more scientifically.-minded colleagues attached to the experiment 

station. They did, however, contribute measurably to the educational 

history of the early college. Botl!. of·these tQ.en believed in the posi

tive value of a higher ed\}cation for the masses. Thus they constantly 

strived to add, enough academic luster to sons and daughters of midwest

ern farmers so that they could eventually enter college and better pre

pare for the challenges of the future. As such, they were as close to 

the mission of the Morrill acts as the;ir fellow instr1,1ctors. 

Conclusion 

The foremost aspect of the A. and M. college during the "itinerant 

years" was its diversity. At least three distinct forces were working 

to shape and color tts current and future mhsion. The first of these, 

the board of regents, may best be visualized as an extension of the Okla

homa Territorial Legislature, These men played a somewhat passive, but 

impor:tant, role in the development of the ins ti tut ion in that they simply 

attempted to implement the founding law. With the possible exception of 

President Robert J. Barker, the regents were primarily of the business 

class and viewed the supervision of a college as being comparable·to the 

running of a market place. The board worked to build a physical plant, 

appointed personnel to tend the store, and spent whatever money was 

available for equipment. But for being so close to the institt,1tion, 

they had a remarkable lack of education11l vision. There were no dre11ms 

of building a Cornell, Mic:higan, Whconsin, or a "Princeton of the 

Prairie." They were rather ordinary men, and truly products of their 

own times. In this regard, too, the college was often conceived of 
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as an organization which cou~d.be 1;1sed to further their own personal 

ambition1;1. 

The second force which gave guidance.to the college through this 

period was the administration, headed byRobert Barker and James Neal. 

The former, possessing an adequate knowledge pf the common schools,' 

attempted to build. a college that would serve as a substitute for the ·, 
missing high schools of Oklahoma. As with the regents, it was difficult 

for him to envision the coUege as SQDle~hing more than a humble frontier 
' 

institution. Of hh integrity and ability there is no doubt. He, .too, 

however, was curiously unaffected by.the importance of the position he 

held. Also his close attachment to his family and his deaire to be a 

landholder, which is und~rstandable since he was a product of the ante-

bellum South, ro'!>bed pim of much of tlie time othet'.·presidents spent in 

pursuing more lofty educational aims and objectives. On the other hand, 

James Neal would very likely have been a better choice to head the insti-

tution initially. He showed a willingnesE;J and desire to devote the long 

hours needed to construct an educational institution of merit and excel-

lence. A man with a sound ac~demic bac~ground,profi~able contacts, and 

broad experience, he done of the first faculty possessed the kp.owledge 

and skill to build a mul~i~purpose educational establishment. If he had 

a major·fault,.it was that he, lilte Grover Cleveland, became too deeply 

involved in his paperwork.. . While leadership requires dedicat;i.on and 

perspiration, it also needs leisure for ideological fermentation. The 

latter Neal did. not have. 
__ .,, ~ 

The· most illlportant force in the early history of the un~versi.ty was 

the.faculty. Possessing differing academic aq.d geographical backgrounds, 

these individuals became the idea men of the college, They previously 
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had sampled the exhilaration of being a part of an established and thriv-

ing land-grant institutiop.and des;i.red to reconstruct this type of en

vironment at the Stillwatei:: college and station. But in addition, they 

were also able to work effectively with the quality of students.;Qklahoma . . 

had to of fer. · Th,ey were a combination· of progressive anc;l practical men, 

in touch with their times, but with hopes for somet;hing better .. To them 

belongs the credit for planting the seeds.of a moderp university, 



CHAPTER IV 

DEMOCRACY'S SCHOOL 

The Territory of Oklahoma was opell,ed for settlement in 1.889 without 

adequate provisions being made for c:ivil government, For example, the .only 

officials in the early· period who possessed any real authority were a 

handful of deputy marshals, an4 thetr jurisdiction was limited to 

breaches of federal law. This overall lack of planning had several im-

portant social consequences, not the least.of which was the fact that 

"there were no provisions for public schools and the only schools for 

the first eighteen months were subscription schoa.l-s, 111 The community of 

Stillwater was one of the first in the territory to establish elementary 

and high schools, but without property tax revenues the institutions 

turned out to be very crude affairs. The Reverend Simon Myers, who 

agreed to serve as president of the local school board, reported on the 

state of the high school in 1890: 

The room is very small for the num'ber of pupils; the seats 
are not fastened to the floor :and placed .too close to pass be
tween. them. .Not being fastened to the floor the seats fr~quent
ly work and shove from their place. The room.is cold. There is 
no room for recitation seats. Th\lS depriving the Teacher from 
having his class separate froi,n the School during recita.tions. 
During windy days the noise and dui;t caused by the wind are 
very annoying. The room being so near to the business part of 
town is also of much annoyance.2 

lnan W, Peery, "The F:irst Two Years," The Chronicles£!. Oklahoma, 
III (1929), p. 289. 

2so, ''Stillwater's First School Board Mip,utes," (Payp,e County 
Historical Society), P• 88. 

83 
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Besides adverse physical conditions, the Stillwater high school suffered 

major disciplinary problems. 
. j, . 

Inexperi~nced teachers, such as a certain 

Miss Dunn, found it difficult to control the rowdy prairie youth,3 In 

addition, absenteeism, a C:ODDJlon educatioqal malady, con1:1tituted a prob-

lem. As late as 1897.-1898, an annual announcement of the college stated 

"it is not possible to maintain good schools for.more.than a few months 

in each year in some parts o( the Territory. 114 In view of the numerous 

problems ~ncountered in the effort to develop a complete sequence of pub-

lie education, the residents of the Stillwater area welcomed the disclos-

ure by President l3arker that a preparatory department wo-uld be established 

at the college. As a result, the majority of high school age students 

received their training at the A. and M. institution. The scheme proved 

popular, and until 1904 a question existed as to whether the city should 

maintain a separate high school. 5 

The preparatory department created at tpe college, however, was de-

signed to be much more than simply an educational instrUlllent to correct 

deficiencies in the local school system. The purpose of .this cha.pter is 

to examine the major r'.~sons for founding such a department and to assess 

its effectiveness durin~ the early years. 

The F1;1nction of the Preparatory School 

The preparatory department inaugurated at the Stillwater A. and,M. 

College was a direct response to certain educational conditions of the 

3so, Stillwater High School Journalism Class of 1935-1936, "Still
water Public Schools, 1889-1938," (Stillwater Public Library Historical 
Collection), p. 3, 

4 OAMC, Annud Announcement, Session of 1897-1898, p. 8. 

5 . 
· The Stillwater News-Press, September 3, 1963, p. 4. 
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period. A signifj.cant factor in the creation of sub-collegiate schools 

concerned the lack of good high schools, One of the curiosities of Amer-

ican educational development in the post.:c:1,vil War era was ·that no effec-

tive link connected the common schools and the state colleges and · 

universities. Hence,.a general purpose of all land-grant preparatory 

departments involved the creation of a bridge between "the·public·eie~ 

mentary school and.the public universit;y. 116 -'l'he Stillwater,instit1,1tion 

fell partially into this category. It provided traitl,ing in arithmetic, 

grammar, geography, and United States history, subjects which prepared 

st"Qdents to pass the oral and wri_tten examinations needed to obtain ad

mittance into tpe collegiate departme~ts. 7 Secondly, the department in

cluded a function designed to serve students who would not be' able to 

attend college classes, for example, agricultural instruction was pre-

sented to such individuals in.order to enable a preliminary .acquaintance-
. 8 

ship with modern .farming methods. A third mhsion of the school was to 

assist potential teachers in passing the territorial e]!;aminations needed 

to obtain teaching certificates. 9 The service$ of the department were 

also titili;rz:ed. by mature students who believed it would be embarrassing 

to attend the regular high schools. 

6Frederick Rudolph,.'.!!!! American College~ University: ! History 
(New York, 1965), p~ .281. 

70AMC, Annual Announcement, Session of 1896-189~, p. 8. 

8oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session o~ 1893-1894; p, 34, 

9Harry E. Thompson, "The Territorial Presidents of the A. and M; 
College," The Chronicles of Oklahoma, XXXII (1955), p. 364. -The teacher 
training courses were taught by Harry Thompson. They were usually o.f
fered during the summer months. One of the first teachers to receive 
her certificate as a re.sult of these classes was Miss Gertie Diem. The 
Stillwater Ga~ette, August 26, 1892~ p, 5, __. 
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A last purpose of the A. ancl M. preparatory d:epartment was to pro-

vide an opportunity for the masses to attend college: thus it had a 

conscious democratic function.. Th.e law establishing the institution 

stated: "Males and females shall be admitted .•• and all citizens of 

the Territory of Oklahoma between the ages of twelve and thirty years 

shall be admitted to instruction therein, if they apply as st•udent~: ... 1110 
/.-

After two years, however, the fac1,1lty of the college cooperated with the 

state legislature in making several not~w~:d:hy changes. Nevertheless, 

the new law was not particularly stringent. It stated: 

Citizens of Oklahoma between the ages of fourteen and 
thirty years, who shall pass a satisfactory examination in. 
reading, arithmetic, geography, English grammar, · and United 
States history, and who are known to possess a good moral 
character, may be. admitted to all the privileges of the in-
stitution.11 · 

Furthermore, the school was geared financially so that the greatest ma-

jority of the populace could afford to attend it. At the turn of the 

century, the costs of attending older colleges were often prohibitory. 

To illustrate, the expenses of Yale students were estimated as follows: 

(1) freshmen year, $912.00; (2) .sophomore year, $943.00; (3) Junior year, 

· . 12 
$943.00; (4) and senior year, $1,034.00. Fees at the Lawrence Scien-

tific School of Harvard were slightly lower. Not including travel, it 

lOThe Statutes of Oklahoma, (1890), p. 85. 

111'.!:!!:, Statutes .2!. Oklahoma, (1893), p. 83. While the entrance pol
icies of the law seems very clear, there were notable exceptions. An 
early student, Emma Dent, recalled that a young Negro girl was refused 
admissiop during the academic year 1893-1894:. Under territorial laws, 
segregation in the public schools was subject to county option. Miss 
Dent revealed that in Stillwater if more than five Negroes were present 
then separa·te facilities were provided. In spite of this policy, a 
young Negro woman named Jackson, who had an acceptable academic back
ground, was denied permission to enroll. OAMC, Berlin Cha~n to Edward 
Morrison, June 28, 1951, "The Angie Debo College Collection," (Ailtmr's Librm:y). 

12 
The!!· !!!2. ~· College Mirror (Stillwater), October 15, 1895, p. 8. 
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was estimated that yearly expenses would range from $372.00 to:. 

13 $1,303.00. By contrast, the students of A7 and M, could attend classes 

for less than $150.00 per year, The. amount was divided as follows: 

(1) room and board, $100.00; (2) textbooks, $10.00; (3) military uniform, 

$12.,00; and (4) incidentals, $28.Qo. 14 Lastly, the majority, if not all, 

of a student's expenses could be earQ.ed by working on tqe station farm 

15 at the rate of ten cents per hour .. 

The democratic function of the early school.was apt;ly stated in an 

address delivered by the Reverend R, B, Foster, the pastor of the local 

Congregational church. "In the p~st," he summarized, "society has been 

divided into privileged classes and the llla:ssei,J, The classes were ex-

pected to be educated; the lJl,;:lsaes, to inherit a life of toil and be con

tent with the minimum of intellectuality. 1116 In addition, the speaker 

believed land-grant colleges were capable pf breaking down this rigid 

social barrier. Concluding his preaentation, ~qe minister admonished the 

working men in the audience to take up .the challenge of democracy. He 

said: 

In conclusion, I would say to working men: Put your re
ligion in your hearts, education in your.· heads, and money in 
your pockets, and take your rightful place-~the world cannot 
keep you from it. When that ;i.s generally done, there will 
cease to be privileged classes,17 

13 The !· ~ _t!. College Mirror; May, 1898, p. 3. 

14oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1894-1895, p. 33, 

15oAMC, Prospectus of~!·~~· College, Session of 1894-1895, 
P· 5. 

16a. B. Foster: An untitled address given at the dedication of Old 
Central on June 15, 1894. [Located in] OAMC, "The Chapman Clipping and 
Letter Collection, II (Oklahoma State University Library). . 

17 ;[bid. 
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The Earliest Physical Facilities 

Because of the lack of territorial revenue most of the colleges in 

Oklahoma in the 1890s did not possess instructional builqings. Instead 

they used whatever public and private structures were available. For 

instance, the initial classes of the Oklahoma Normal School of Edmond 

met in the Methodist Church. 18 Likewise, the first cla13ses of the Still-

water college and preparatory school assembled in the locd churches. 

During the 1891-1892 academic year, the students gathered regularly in 

the Congregational Church. 19 The next year the facilities of the 

Presbytet;"ian Church were 13ecured, and while Old Central was being built, 

the city fathers procured the structure 1,1sed by the congregation of the 

20 Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Various offices in the Payne 

county courthouse and local newspapers, in addition to the homes of pro-

fessors, were used as the occasion demanded. 

The churches of territorial Oklahoma were not the modern structures 

of today. Generally speaking, they were frame bt;iildings with little or 

no ornamentation. The first colleg~ printer, Frank Northup, who came to 

Oklahoma in 1893, recaptured the nature of the local religious edifices 

in the picturesq1,1e words: 

In the winter they were uncomfortable, heated by a wood
burning stove near the.center. In summer the winds sifted 
fine dust over students, seats and books with indiscriminate 

l8oT, Report of Oklahoma Educational Institutions (Guthrie, 1902), 
p. 28. 

19 Harry Thompson, "1892--A. and M. College--1930," The A. and M. 
College Magazine, I (1930), p. 4. ~- - .......- -

203 H. Adams, "In Retrospect and Prospect," The!:_. and!!· College 
Magazine, XII (1942), p. 8; SO, Church Directory£!~ First Methodist 
Church, [n.c;, n. d.], [n.p.]. 



regularity. Outside sanitation, inside discomfort, dust, the 
muddy streets, the few board sidewalks limited to the fronts 
of the buildings. 21 · 

The interiors of the churches were also very plain, consisting usually 

89 

of one room; thus all classes were conducted in the same building. This 

was accomplished by using partitions with rollers to separate students 

preparing for assignments and those offering recitations ... Professor 

George Holter recalled that the arrangement was less than satisfactory. 

"The partitions," he stated, "were the pest conductors of sound I think 

I have ever seen. Frequently, ability to hold a recitation became a 

· · 22 
question of ears, lungs, capacity, and endurance." The students' eval-

uation of the classrooms was, of a similar nat;ute. A. E. Jarrell 

remembered: 

There were four or Uve movable wooden partitions, abc;,ut 
eight feet high and twelve feet long, mounted on rollers. 'J'he 
partitions set apart the instructor's desk and the corner 
seats, thus making a small room with a blackboard or two. Per
sons in the improvised recitation room were not visible from 
the main room. The small room ~!slighted by windows, and some 
light came over the part;it;i.ons, · · 

Such physical surroundings were not of the type to inspire students to 

utilize all their energies in the pursuit of knowledge. Therefore, the 

structures of the churches oft;en suffered datp.age. James Hastings, a 

Stillwater resident, believed a different building was sought each year 

because "one year or term was about all any one church could stand the 

21oAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of Ok,lahoma Agricultutal 
and Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Ok,lahoma State Uq.iversity Library), 
p. SO. 

22 
George Holter,·"When the School Was Young," The!.·~~· College 

Magazine; I (1929), p. 31. 

23 Alfred Edwin Jarrell, ''The Founding of Oklahoma A. and M. College: 
A Memoir," The Chronicles of Oklahoma, XXX.lV (1956), p. 317. - - ' . 
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wild birds among them. 1124 But in spite of these meager facilities, the 

educational process did begin, and a new land-grant institution was born. 

The Development of Student Responsibility 

The first group of students. to enroll in the preparatory department 

of the Oklahoma Agricultural College were not quite sure what to expect 

from this new experience. Neither they, nor many of their parents, were 

familiar with the nature of higher education, but there was general feel-

ing that the college presentl;!d a unique opportunity. Alfred Jarrdl's 

parents, who had not attenqed college, urged their son to enroll because 

they believed he would have bet;ter instructors.than would st1,1dents in the 

25 · public school system. James Homer Adams, another initial enrolle~, 

thought the very fact college instrui;:tors were called professor was suf-

. · 26 
ficient incentive to become· a part of the institution. · Tom Hartman 

chose to register for classes as he disliked getting up early in the 

morning to do farm chores. 27 Showing up in ragged clothing, penniless, 

and with little conception of what "college" was all about, he still 

convinced Professor George Holter he had the fortitude to pursue his 

goal. The chemist took Hartman to a local restaurant~ secured him em-
28. 

ployment as a dishwasher, and enrolled him in the preparatory school. 

24James K .. Hastings, "Oklahoma Agricultural College and Old Central," 
The Chronicles of_Oklahoma, XXVIII (1950), p. 83. 

25 Jarrell, p. 316. 

26oAMC, "Selections from the Re~ord Book of Oklahoma Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State University Library), 
p. 41. 

27 Ibid., p. 87. 

28Ibid. 
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Students such as Jarrell, Adams, and Hartman needed to be informed of 

the functions of land-grant institutions·if they were to become effective 

learners. President Barker began this indoctrination on the first day of 

the school year. 

Almost fifty students appeared at the Congregational Church in 

Stillwater on Decembe:t;' 14 to enroll for classes. If a reminis~ence of 

James Adams is representative, each was youthful and frightened. Leav-

ing his brother Arthur at home because of an illness, James walked to 

the church, took a seat in the rear of the building, listened to a Bible 

reading and several lengthy announcements, joined in a prayer, and then 

gave his complete attention to an inspirational talk given by the presi-

29 dent of the college. The heavy dark-haired man was followed by 

another, who looked even more imposing than the first speaker, The lat-

ter gentleman, Dr. James Neal, proceeded to explain the nature and pur-

pose of the institution, defined the obligations and responsibilities of 

the students, and then asked tl).ose attending to step forward and sign a 

mysterious document called the Matriculat~on Pledge, which signi:f;ied 

that the prospective students understood his or her future role at the 

institution. 30 Young James Adams' name was called first. At thirteen, 

he needed courage to approach the desk in the front of the room; but he 

falteringly moved forward. When President Barker asked him if he compre-

hended the nature of the paper he was to sign, James replied in the nega-

tive. After another lecture, Adams decided to sign the Pledge and make 

the attempt to understand it later. 31 

29rbid., p. 66. 

30rbid. 

31 Ibid. 
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This experiE;mce of James Adams, and presumably many of the other 

students, represents one of the major problems that the faculty faced in 

regard to the preparatory school. The youthfulness of the bays and gipls, , 

the lack of a home educational env;i.rc;mment, and the absence of college 

studenti; to point theway caused the enrollees to m:i,sunderstand the role 

that the professors had in mind for them. Somehow an educational system 

needed to be devised which wol,lld teach discipline, encourage persenal de-

velopment, and keep students in harmony with the objectives of the school 

until they were mature enough to grasp the meaning and potential of a 

higher education, The instrument chosen for.this important task was a 

system of military discipline. 

The Morrill Act of 1862 was passed, in part, because northern Con-

gressmen surmised that the emphasis on military education in the southern 

states had measurably incre~sed Contederate capacity to prolong the Civil 

War. c. w. Dabney, the President of Tennessee University, in a speech 

presented to the Association of American Agricultural College and Experi-

ment Stations, estimated that almost all of the one thousand graduates 

of the Virginia Military Institute, the West Point of the Confederacy-, 

32 had held a position of leadership.in the southernArmy. · Thus the sus .... 

picions of the legislators proved correct. After the conclusion of the 

war, the military institutio.n cooperated with the eastern land grant col· 

leges to turn out civilian and.military engineers. 33 In many c:,f the 

· 32USDA, OES, Miscellaneous Bulletin No. 65; Proceedings of~· 
Twelfth Annual Convention of the Association of American Agricultural 
Colleges and Experiment St~i~ {Washington,1899), p. 65. 

. . ' . 

33 For example, see Ma.ssuchetts ,Institute of Technology, Annual 
Report .2f the President ~ Treasurer, Session of 1898 (Boston, -1899), 
p. 96. 
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Morrill establishments located in the midwest, however, the rationale for 

maintaining a department of military instruction was altogether different;:. 

The oldest agricultural and mechanical college in the midwest was 

the institution located at Manhattan, Kansas,·which was founded the same 

year the Morrill Act of 1862 passed. Its idea of military instruction 

was of a twofold nature: First, it was a method to impart "manliness, 

alertness, respect for authority and considerat;ion of Qthers;" secondly, 

in a day when the harmful effects of.the rigorous academic training of 

students in Germany were widely public;i.zed, the officials of the college 

believed training in physical culture would promote "health, body

building, and correction of unnatural positions. 1134 To these two con-

cepts, which were eventually also adopted at the Oklahoma Agricultural 

35 College, the Stillwater institution added one more. Military instruc-

tion and drill were needed to combat "the indolence and indisposition 
.. ,.. 3o· · 

always found to exist in a warm climate."· 

Captain Lewis J. Darnell and Professor Alexander.Magruder insti-

tuted the first military instructional program at the college. Lewis 

Darnell, who had had a distinguished service career in the Union Army, 

took the position of drill instructor reluctantly; but President Barker 

played upon his local loyalties by explaining the city might lose the 

institution if every letter of national and state land-grant legislation 

34Kansas State Agricultural Co~lege, Sixteenth Biennial Report of 
the Board of Regents and. Facult:;y, Se'ssioq of 1907-1908, (Topeka, 1908), 
p. 82. While this document came off the press two decades after the 
Oklahoma A. and M. College was founded, the ideas expressed in the re
port were not new. They were simply an explanation of past policy. 

35oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1893-1894, p. 42. 

36oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1894-1895, p. 93. 
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were not complied with, 37 Thus he accepted. For perhaps the same rea-

son, Alexander Magruder agreed to present twenty-four lectures on mili-

. d h . . f. f . . 38 tary tactics an t e composition o ore1gn armies. Together these 

two men attempted to instill discipline into the sub-collegiate students. 

Their earliest efforts were upon occasion more humorous than educational. 

One reason C.aptain Darnell did not want to associate himself with 

the school's military.program concerned the fact that the president, 

through a misunderstanding of the Morrill Act of 1862, wanted females as 

well as males to participate in drills. The Captain's premonitions of 

disaster came true on the first day of practice. Commandant Darnell ap-

peared wearing his "Civil War uniform wit:harmy belt, cap, and huge 

39 square-toed shoes .• " Acquainting the mixed gathering of students with 

military commands proved frustrating. He first tried to explain the 

position of; attention. "Eyes front, chins in, shoulders back, chests 

out, stomachs in, toes out," and as the old soldier warmed to his task, 

40 "the second finger of your hand on the seam of your pants.'' Then 

silence, a snort, a giggle, and finally pandemonium. Regaining his dig

nity,. the Captain dismissed the company. Turning to a nearby ~emper of 

the faculty, he shouted: 41 "This is a hell of an army.II 

After adjustments, the character of future drills took on a more 

orderly appearance. By and large the male students liked the sessions 

37oAMc; "Selections from the ._Record Book of Oklahoma Agriculturd and 
Mechanical ~ollege, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State University Library), p. 306. 

38rbid., p. 125, 

39Jarrell, p. 24. 

40oAMC, "Selections from the .. Record Book of Oklahoma Agricultural and 
Mechanical College, U391-1941," (Oklahoma State University Library), p. 306. 

4lrbid. 
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and took pride in learning proper military bearing. They were a ragged 

group at first with long and short coats, high and low heeled shoes, and 

hats of all varieties; 42 but when the handsome cadet apparel became the 

order of the day, the students became eager to display their talents. 43 

bn one occasion, the drununer beat his inl:itrument · so hard''.tlutt the head 

fell out of it. 44 Such enthusiasm indicated a means of communication 

had been successfully achieved. 

The effect of m:ili.tary drill on the female students of the prepara-

tory department was not unlike the experience of the males. Professor 

George Holter has preserved a picturesque description of how an April 

1892 drill session appeared to a new member of the faculty. He recorded: 

The first sight of this cadet corps a co1:1ple of·days lat
er burned a hole in my memory, and the hole is there yet. You 
have possibly seen a cartoon of an Irish bdgade, but if you 
have, it certainly does not give you much li,ght on the subject 
for a dght of this cadet corps beggars description. Picture 
if you can, a lot of girls in long dres.ses, in new dresses, 
having on their heads all shapes and sizes ofl\ats and sun
bonnet$, and you have an ildea, possibly of the general appear
ance .of the uniforms. • . . Not<i ti;tke this . battalion . • . of girls, 
form them into a company, and drill them in an average Okla
homa wind, and if the sight does not leave an impres$ion in 
your memory, you are certainly puncture proof to all sights.45 

Eventually a greater degree of dignity was added to the drills. On 

October 8, 1894, the wives of Henry Alvord, Freeman Miller, James Neal, 

and Frank Waugh were asked by the faculty to design an appropriate dress 

42 b'd . 39 I i • ' p. • 

43 George w. Bowers, ''Early Military Training," The A. !,E& ~· Col-
lege Magazine, I (1930), p. 4. 

44 The Eagle-Gazette (Stillwi;tter), December 13, 1894, p. 1. 
45 . 

Holter, p. 12. 
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f th d t I • 1 46 or e epar ment s gir s. The ladies accepted the assignment, and 

several weeks later a pattern of a sailor dress with a blouse waist, 

47 plain full skirt, and seaman's cap was adopted, Before, however, the 

new uniforms were made mandatory apparel, the females were excused from 

military drill. Nevertheless, the connnon dress and the ability to per-

form ceremonial formations in unison must have facilitated the develop-

ment of a casteless student body, for the school's charijes did become a 
' 

close and harmonious group. 

The other effective asp~ct of militarism on the campus was the sys-

tern of military discipline devised by the faculty. The Matriculation 

Pledge placed the students firmly under the control of the faculty. It 

stated: 

Being now about to enter as a student of the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College of Oklahoma I do hereby acknowledge my 
obligation and bind myself to obey all its laws and regulations 
and I pledge myself on honor that so long as I am a student of 
the College during the term or while I remain at the College 
during vacation I will not h,ave in my possession any deadly 
weapons without the consent of the President or Faculty. And 
I do further pledge myself on honor that I will not join or 
form any connection with, either directly or indirectly, any 
secret club, society, fraternity, or other organization com
posed in whole or in pa-,:-t ef students of the College, or at
tend the meetings or wear the badge of any such secret 
organization. And I do further pledge myself, ori honor, that 
I will not treat with disrespect by shouting or otherwise any 
applicant for admission to the College. Andi will not en
gage in' 'hazing' or any other maltreatment of a student lately 
admitted to the institution.48 

With this document signed, the students were then informed of other 

rules which they were expected to honor. They were threatened with, 

46oAMC, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma St~te University 
Library), p. 171. 

47 rbid., p. 180. 

48Ibid,, p. 101. 
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dismissal for violating the oath, using alcoholic beverages, or inter-

rupting classes, and were generally acquainted wit;h the demerit system 

of assessing punishments for minor infractions of the institution's 

1 . 49 regu at1.ons. 

The demerit system, which did not reach full bloom until the second 

academic year, was used to encourage student responsibility in a variety 

of ways. The accumulation of a certain number of points led to instant 

dismissal. For example, tardiness carried two demerits, an unexcused· 

absence from chapel three demerits, and a willful violation of any col--

1 1 f . d . 50 ege rue twenty- 1.ve emer1.ts, A total of twenty-five demerits re-

sulted in a warning to the student's family; the assessment of forty in 

one term or one hundred in an academic year brought; automatic expulsion.51 

The rules wer~ generally enforced. The faculty minutes remaining 

for the 1895-1896 school year revea,l that nearly fifty students of the 

· 52 
preparatory and collegiate departments were expelled. Often such 

stringent disciplinary measures served to bind the students together. 

On two occasions, the faculty preferred charges against a. total of 

twenty-seven students accused of drunkenness, petty thievery, and fist-

fighting. In neither instance could the faculty find witnesses who would 

help them to set the :record straight. 53 Professor George Holter, who in 

later years found time to :reflect upon the early disciplinary procedures, 

49 rbid., pp. 101-106. 

50rbid., p. 210. 

51 rbid. 

52rbid. , passim, 

53rbid., pp. 127-128, 269-275. 
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has provided a good evaluation of the system of military punishments. 

"We had peculiar ideas in those days and as I look back upon some of our 

disciplinary measures," he said, "I think a great many were crude ... but 

they had one point of merit; they worked to perfection and with little 

friction. 1154 

Occasional aspects of the military disciplinary system, however, 

some educators would lament. The numerous rules often prohibited indi-

viduality and non-conformity. On September 23, 1895, for instance, two 

Quaker brothers named Oldham requested permission to be excused from 

SS military drill on account of religious scruples, The request was 

temporarily granted, but a week later an entry in the minutes of the 

faculty revealed the two boys and their sister had withdrawn from college. 

The next year, a male student recently admitted to the freshman class ad-

dressed a similar request to the faculty by letter. He asked to be ex-

cused from attending compulsory chapel el!,'.ercises on account of religious 

56 scruples. Two reasons were presented to support the request. First, 

the student believed that the founders of the American nation had in-

tended that religious freedom be granted to all. Secondly, he thought 

that a land-grant institution should be "free to all citizens of the 

United States and Oklahoma, without regard to their religious views. 1157 

The request was refused. Shortly afterward, the inquiring young student 

54oAMC, "Selections from t;he Record Book of Oklal)oma Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State University Library), 
p. 40. 

55oAMC, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), p. 217. 

56rbid., p. 215. 

57rbid. 



left the campus to look presumably for more liberal educational 

pastures. 
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While such instances are to be regretted, a: defense for the actions 

of college officials may be made, The faculty recognized that the stu-, 

dents were still at the high school level and therefore subject to the 

concept of in loco parentis. On the other hand, the college officials 

hoped for something more than moral training. 'l'hey hoped to instill in 

each student a sense of responsibility and an understanding of the mis

sion of the institution. This could come about only by regulation of the 

environment so that a change could occur. As collegiate classes were 

formed, the faculty relied more and more on upperclassmen to set proper 

behavioral standards. Therefore,.the system of military discipline as· 

an academic punishment was not envisioned as a permanent part of the 

institution. It was a transitional state that a frontier college had to 

pass through in order to accomplish higher objectives. 

The Curriculum of the Preparat;ory School 

The students who entered the preparatory schpol were expected to 

complete their studies in one or two years. Generally speaking, the cur

riculum was divided into two broad areas. First, the morning classes 

were conducted in the church classrooms and devoted for the most part to 

studying traditional academic subjects. Secondly, .the afternoons were 

largely devoted to practicums:· that is, working on the college farm and 

experiment station in order to apply some of the information obtained in 

the classroom. In addition, practicumswere also sometimes construed as 

military drill or simple practice in reading and writing. Thus•the fac.,. 

ulty attempted to create a curriculum which was composed of pure and 

applied subject matter. 
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During the first yea:i;- of operation, the.student$ received training 

in English grammar and composit;ion, aritluJietic, history, and geography 

· 58 in the mornings. The afternoons were devoted to military drill, agri-

cultural lectures, and practice in reading andwriting. 59 Those students 

who were permitted to take an advanced course the first year concentrated 

on physics, algebra, physical geoijraphy, a~d civics.(,O Th.eir afternoons 

were quite similar to the lower group,.with lectures in horticulture 

b . d f . ·1 ; 61 su stitute or agricu ture. About two hours a day were reserved in 

both programs for practicum on the farm, but when this.obligation was 

completed the students were permitted to continue working in order to 

. 62 earn money to apply toward their colleije e~penses. 

The teaching methodology employed by the faculty of the college was 

a combination of time-honored and more modern techniques. The professors 

adopted a textbook sequence of instruction before the school opened, but 

the lack of a bookstore in Stillwater mad~ published works difficult to 

obtain, . Students were encouraged to brin~ their high schooi texts to 

the college, and a simultaneous effort was instituted to locate other 

reading matter in the city. 63 Enough materials were available to hold 

classes. Finally, the provisions of the Second Morrill Act generously 

'58'!·'. ·., ; . 
OAMe·, ·Annual Catalog,. Session of 1891-1892, [n.p,;]. 

59rbid, 

GOibid. 

61rbid. 

62oAMC, "Selections from the RecQrd Book of Oklahoma Agricult1;1ral 
and Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State l,Jniversity Library),. 
p. 40. 

63 Jarrell, p, 317. 
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provided funds to purchase teaching aids. In .1894, :Professor Thompson 

evaluated the school's items as follows. 

This department is well and thoroughly equipped with all 
apparatus necessary, Sl.lch as: globe, outline and relief maps; 
charts of various kinds, historical physical and geographical; 
a manikin; new materials, etc, etc, etc.64 

The combination of these itellls, in addition to the agricultural and horti-

cultural work on the farllt, gave the students a varied informational diet. 

Some specific information is evailable con~erning course content. 

In arithmetic a standard text was used, Fractions, their laws and opera-

tions through decimals, elementary banking, square and cube roots in 

their application to lllensuration, and the metric system of weights were 

covered. 65 History classes used Edward Eggleston's History .2!, ~ United 

66 States (New York: Appleton and Company, 1888).. The explorations of 

the Norsemen, the Spanish, the English, the French, and the Dutch were 

reviewed. Then a stress was place4 on their American settlements. The 

course concluded with a segment on political history in the seventeenth-, 

eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries, including the administrations of 

American presidents. The classes in physiology touched upon the struc-

f h h bod . h . 1 h . h • 67 h ff ture o t e uman . y w1.t a spec1.a emp as1.s on ~,yg1.ene. Te.e ects 

of alcohol and tobacco .on the nervous system were also included. English 

studies were geared toward rhetoric, not literature. An advanced text 

was used for instruction in Englhh grammar. 68 Finally, physical 

64oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1894-1895, p. 99. 

65Ibid. 

66Ibid. 

67Ibid., p. 100. 

68Ibid. 
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geography, a cour$e particularly pertinei:it to Oklahoma;ns, included cli-

mate and geographical patterns as well as laying a foundation for further 

study in physics, geology, and other related subjecl;:s. 99 

'.(.'he preparatory school remained essentially the same from 1891 to 

1902. During the latter year, President Angelo C. Scott appointed Pro .. 

fessor G.D. Hancock to the position of principal. Proudly sporting a 

new master's degree from William Jewell· College, he and the president 

70 reorganized the department. They raised the minimum age limit from 

f . d. dh · f d 0 
• 7l ourteen to sixteen an· increase t e requirements· or a mission. In 

addition, the mis$ion and name of the institution was altered. 

In 1903, the preparatory department became the School of Agriculture 

72 and Domestic Economy. The college agricultural course had prove!l un-

popular; the sons of farmers did not want to attend college to learn how 

to fa:,;m. Therefore, the new department was designed to reduce elemen-

tary agriculture from the college level to the high school level, a two 

year course embodying both theory and practice. 73 In reality, the new 

school became simply a sho:,;t course in agriculture and domestic economy 

offered on the campus for the convenience of interested students. The 

term extended from October to March 15th, about one-half of the regular 

academic year, Those persons who desired to begin college classes were 

permitted further training in non-agricultural subjects. This course 

convened on March 15th •and extended into the e~ntly summer months. As 

69Ibid. 

70 The College Paper (Stillwater), October, 1902, p. 84. 

71 Ibid. 

72 · The College Paper, October 15, 1903, p. 1. 

73rbid. 
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with the preparatory department, the School of Agriculture and Domestic 

Economy proved only moderately successful. Its lasting· contribution to 

the history of the.college is that it paved theway for formal extension 

courses to be offered. 

The merits of the preparatory school in relation tp the land-grant 
,·,,, . . . . . . 

mission are difficult to assess. Approximately one. thousand students 

· 74 were enrolled in the first decade· of the school's history, but a few 

of these students went on: to attend cqllege in Stillwater. There were, 

for example, about eighty young men and wo1,11en enrolled in the preparatory 

department during the opening.academic year. Only six remainiad at the 
.75 

college long enough to obtain a diploma in 1896. The high attrition 

rate was not peculiar ~o the Stillwater college. Professor H. w. McArdle, 

of the NorthDakota'Agricultqral College, wrc;,te: 

The large number of $tudents enrotled in the preparatory 
course as compared with the num.1,er in the·college shows the 
need of such a department. It is.a lamentable fact that so 
few continue their work beyond the pr.eparatory classes. 76 

In spite of these discouraging statistics, the preparatoey school c,Ud ad

vance the cause of land-grant educati,on. 'l'he sons and daughters of fa-I1il-

ers were familiarized with the work of experiment stations,· acquired a 

better knowledge of local agricultural conditions, and wex-e exposed to 

the benefits of a liberal education. · 1n a day when farm. families were 

still economically and soci.ally isolated from their city cousins, the 

74This is a rough estimate. The Ugure was obtai"Qedby taking what 
I seemed to be a proportionate percentage of · the student enrollment statis.

tics in Ruth Howard, ''The Development. of the Oklah,oma Agricultural and 
Mechanical College," (UnpubU.shed M; S. Thesis, OklahQma. Agricultural 
and Mechanical College,. 1926), pp,· 40-41. . .··· .· · . . . 

75The !'. ~ 11· Cc;llege Mirrbt (Stillwater), May 15,. 1695,, ,C.n.p;J. 

76~orth Dakota A~ricultural CoUege, Sixth-Biennial Report.£!~ 
Board of Trustees,. Session of 1901.-1902, p. 65, · 
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preparatory schools were a transitional link which prepared the way for 

the colleges ~o assist farmers further in .substantially decreasing this 

growing cultural lag. 77 

An E.ducational Monument for the Masses 

A very real aspiration of the early day students of the preparatory 

school was to have their own instructional and recreational building lo-

cated on college-awned grounds. Furthermore, the faculty and the resi-

dents of Stillwater were also amd.ous_ for the college to have a campus. 

All were excited, no doubt, wh~n on A:ugust 4, 1893, .!h!Stillwater 

Gazette publicly announced: "Work is being pushed fo'f our Oklahoma Ter-

ritorial Agricultural College building. The campus, heretofore, sod, 

78 has been broken .and seeded to cowpeas preparatory to making the lawn." 

The article could have add@.d· that m1. ·:N~al l>;ad ·a:lready:s k:, t.~ h:e d a._ 

landscaptng plan, and that the students were prepared to assist volun

' 79 
tarily with the laying of brick. But the operiing of the third academ-

ic year br,ought only gloom. Again, it looked as if the inatitution was 

doomed to failure. 

The initial obstacle blocking the pJ;i:ysical development of the in-

stitution concerned the replaeement ot the entire board ef regents by 

Gov e r no r William Renfrow the month before classes we r e to 

77While preparatory schoeh generally contributed to the populariza
tion of the land-grant mission, they were not withoqt critica. Henry 
Alvord believed they were illegal and often served as simply a substitute 
for state supported high schools. USDA, OES, Miscellaneous ~ulletin No. 
30, Proceedings of the Ninth Annllal Convention of the Association of &.er- . 
ican Agricultural Colleges andExpedment Stat:ions~hington, 1896)~0. 

78 The Stillwater Gazette, August 4, 1893, p. 4. 

79oAMC, A. E. Jarrell to Berlip Chapman, [n.d .. ~iJ, "The Jarrell Col
lection," (Oklahoma St~te University Library). 
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80 · 
convene. The fopner regents contested thts action by refusing to turn 

. . 

over college.funcls and by taking c()urt action against the new board cQtn-

posed of J, C, Caldwell, Frank Caruthers, John Clark, Henry Glazier, and 

J; w. Howard. 81 Secondly, the next .P1onth the lands.of the Cherokee Strip 

were opened to homestead filings by the federal gQverlllllent, 82 Both stu-

dents and faculty were influenced by tales .of over"Qight riches, and many 

temporarily des1:1rted thetr posts in Stillwater to seek claims. 83 lhird

ly, the location of the coiiege building became ~he in,ibJect of a dispute 

between the inst:i,.tution 's .adminis.tration and the ;residents of the sur

rounding community. 84 FinaUy, the college'bpnds voted. by the Guthrie 

lawmakers in 1893 had not been sold. All of these situations combined 

to make the prospects for the coming year very blElak i"Qdeed. 

Of these various problemi:;, the manipuhtion of the board of regeri.ts 

of the college caused the most repercussions. in the Tetrttory. Charles 

Bec;:ker, the editor of the Stillwater .Gazette, attempted to keep·local 

people informed of comment throughout the state by reprinting .articles 

that had appeared in other newi:;papen. On Aug\,lst 18th, three interest-

ing excerpts indicated the differ~nt viewpoints. 

80 . . . 
Freeman E. Miller, The founding 2t the Oklahoma Agricultural and 

Mechanical College (Sti,llwater, 1928), p. 14. Renfrow took off;(.ce on 
May 7, 189~. He was appointed by President Grover Cleveland. Gaston 
Litton, History of.Oklahoma at the Golden Anniversary of Statehood, VoL 
I (New York, 1957), p. 464 • .,..._ _,...,... · · · · · - · .· 

81 rbid. 

82or, Council Journal. (1895), pp. 74-75. 
83 . 

OAMC, '.'Selections :f;rom the Record Book of Oklahoma Agricult:ur,d 
and Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Okhhoma State University Library), 
p. 60. 

84 . '1 . 

The Stillwater Gaz,ette, March 31, ie93, [ n.p.j. 

·...;·· .· 



106 

The first article reprinted in the Gazette was from the Edmond §1!.u, 

It suggested that the change in the regents occurred because the gover-

nor owned a bank in Norman and wanted a board of regents who would let 

him use the funds of the college as capital for his bank. 85 As might be 

expected, a Guthrie Democratic newspaper defended the governor. A writ-

er covering the story for the Guthrie News believed the chief executive 

had tried to force the former board of regents into activity, but they 

left town rather than risk a face to face encounter with the governor. 

Specifically, the paper reported: 

They did not dare to look an honest man in, the face. They 
had not the courage to meet the governor of Oklahoma, though he 
had taken the trouble to invade them on their own dunghill. It 
would have been a meeting of honesty and rascality. Of courage 
and cowardice. These men have robbed the territorial treasury 
and they felt that they were thieves.and criminals, and so feel
ing did not dare await the coming of Oklahoma's executive.86 

After more general abuse, the regents' individual accomplishments, back-

grounds, and characteristics were examined in an equally colorful 

fashion. 

A third article reprinted from the Guthrie Ca:pita!, presentec;l the 

substance of an alleged interview which had previously taken place be-

tween the editor of the paper and Amos Ewing, the former treasurer of 

the board of regents. According t6 this article, the current trouble 

was precipitated by the rascality of M. L. Turner, a Guthrie man who had 

purchased an option on the college bonds, but could not find a buyl=!r 

which would give Turner's business firm a handsome profit. Judge Ewing 

85The Stillwater Gazette, August 18, 1893, p. 4. 

861bid, 
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believed this option should be cancelled and the $2,500.00 earnest money 

87 
used to rent a college building until the situation could be untangled. 

Charles Becker added his acute political insight to the situation. 

He believed the former regents·should be kept in office unless malfea-

sauce could be proven. If the governor had evidence of wrongdoing, it 

shcmld be presented in a court of law and not tried in territorial news-

papers. He conctµded by comments wil;h a probable explanation for the 

vitriolic reprints. 

The Gazette is not disposed to uphold the regents or any
body else in rascality. No one can say we are doing it now .... 
The facts are that the governor concluded to appoint democratic 
successors for tlJ,em and then someone probably some democratic 
editor at Guthrie, anxious to gain a little cheap notoriety, 
started a rumor going that their work had been crooked, and 
without stopping to investigate or wait for the proper parties 
to make charges before a proper officer that gaseous members 
of the democratic party over the territory swelled up, and 
proceeded to gloat over the crime alleged to have been conunit
ted by republicans.88 

Becker's coverage of the alleged college scandals stirr~d comments, 

rebuffs, and rebuttals from several sources. About two weeks later an 

anonymous letter writer defended the governor and stated that he was 

holding up the final sale of bonds until the new treasurer of the board 

of regents, Frank Caruthers, could be installed in office, The writer 

concluded: "That the governor of a commonwealth would use his influence 

to defeat the best interests of his wards in a charge too unreasonable 

1 . . . . .. 89 to c aim even passing notice. 

with stiil another communication. 

87 rbid, 

881bi~. 

A little later, Amos Ewing countered 

He said that the governor had 

89The Stillwater Gazette, pecember 1, 1893, p~ 4. 
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promised to have the bond money available to the regents by the time the 

college building was under construction. The money, however, was not 

forthcoming when needed, and consequently the building was having to 

withstand the Oklahoma winter unroofed, Ewing, as had the Edmond Sun 

earlier, believed the governor was "dragging-his'-feet i:p. order to use 

90 the money for his bank at Norman." About the same time, Ewing wrote 

to the college faculty and asked them to petition the governor for an 

immediate release of the money. 91 Meanwhile, events were occurring that 

were to precipitate a settlement. 

The end of the 1893 calendar year meant that another i~stallment 

was due to the Territory of Oklahoma from the Second Morrill Act. Sub-

sequently a check for $19,000.00 was deposited with the territorial 

treasurer. Ewing tried to bring court action in order to receive the 

money; however, jurisdiction was not accepted, because the particular 

court in question ruled that money was not the issue. The real problem 

92 was who was the treasurer of the board of regents. In March, the gov-

ernor decided to attempt an out of court settlement. The editor of the-

Gazette earlier charged the governor had misappropriated some $21,000.00 

related to land sales in the Cherokee Strip. 93 In order to give full 

attention to this matter, Governor Renfrow commissioned C. A. Galbraith, 

the Oklahoma Attorney General, to drop the unfiled charges against Ewing, 

90 The Eagle-Gazette, January 26, 1894, p,l. 

9lOAMC, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), p. 151. 

92The Oklahoma State Sentinel (Stillwater), ~ebruary 1, 1894, p. 1; 
The Eagie:'Gazette, February 9, 1894, p. 4. 

93 The Eagle-Gazette, March 30, 1894, p.l. 
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if the latter man would resign. 94 Ewing did so. But he failed to turn 

over all the money that had been entrusted to his care by the first board 

of regents. Later, he was persuaded to do this also. The new board of 

regents were by then officially installed, and construction on the col~. 

lege building completed. 

The dedication services for the building eventually to be callecf 

Old Central were held on the evening of June 15, 18.94. 95 Its completion 

marked a major turning point in the evolution of Oklahoma State Univer-

sity. First, of course, the structure meant that the institution now 

had its own campus and could operate independently of community pres-

sures. Secondly, June 15 signaled the end of the Barker administration. 

Thirdly, the secretary of agriculture, who by now was acquainted with 

the precarious state of the Stillwater college, decided to intervene di-

rectly in the affairs of the institution, an(:! at his s1,.1ggestj.on Henry 

Elijah Alvord replaced the first president. The college now s.eemed ready 

to forge ahead. 

The importance of the completion of Old Central has previously been 

discussed in relation to the residents of Stillwater, It meant, however, 

as much or more to the faculty and students of the institution. To these 

people, it indicated that classrooms, laboratories, offices, and meeting 

and recreati'onal rooms were now available. Many of the personnel asso-

ciated with the early college have taken time to express.their affection 

for this frontier building, but one of the most moving tributes is a 

94oT, Council Journal, (1895), p. 713. 

95Berlin Chapman, .Q!!!. Central~~ Crises 2.f ~ (Oklahoma City, 
1965), pp. 76-93. 
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poem penned by Vingie Roe. At the request of her mentor, Angelo Scott, 

she verbalized the emotions of thousands of Aggies when she wrote: 

The autumn twilight hangs ·abroad o'er all' 
The land, cool, dark~ and beautiful., One star 

Glides up the reach of silent,.mystic sky, 
And from the plains steals in a southern breeze 

A faint glow fires the west and 'gainst its light 
Ta 11, black,, and sp.adowy, the Co11ege stands. 

And sitting here upon the steps which make 
A dim, white bulk allli.d the darker gloom, 

A dream, born of twilight, fills my heart -
A dream of all the faces which have passed 

In at these portals, and come forth again 
In armor strong, invincible, to meet 

The world.96 

Conclusion 

The preparatory department of the Oklah_oma A. and M. College, 

"Democracy's School," is a good e:x;ample of the strength and versatil-

ity of American land-grant co11eges and universities. W hi 1 e the 

majority of the faculty of the 1 o ca 1 agricuitural college were 

clearly in favor of offering a quality education, they were a 1 so 

"action intellectuals" who thougq.t it would be wrong to turn a deaf 

ear to the immediate pleas of the youth of the area for an education. 

Therefore, the faculty reached down to grasp hands that could not reach 

up to the college. Allan Nevins in his perceptive study of the state 

universities has cited such phenomena as an illustration of the "fact 

that although democracy is supposed to begin at the bottom and grow 

u p w a r d, it can begin at the top and pull the °Qottom t o i t. 1197 

96 The College Paper, November 28, 1902, p. 113. 

97A11an Nevins, The State Universities and Democracy (Urbana, 1962), 
p. 66. Also, see Richard Hofstadter and C. DeWitt Hardy, The Develop
ment and Scope of Higher Education in~ United States (New York, 
1952), pp. 42-43. 
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Herein is the basis for th.e "democratic" characterization of the prepar-

atory school. 

A second significant contribution of the preparatory school concerns 

its function as a model high school apd as an institution to train sec-

ondary teachers. In 1862, the United States, outside of the state of 

Massachusetts, had only 243 high schools or "about 16 for each million 

98 people." In the next thirty years the number of 1;1uch institutions in-

creased rapidly, but in Oklahoma due to a lack of planning before the 

territory was opened only a very few such schools existed. Thus the sub-

collegiate department of the local land-grant college provided a standard 

for public schools to emulate. 

Thirdly, the preparatory school at Stillwater cleared the path for 

college classes to be of collegiate quality. While the institution 

stooped down to provide an opportunity for thema1;1ses, it still required 

the masses to rise to the in1;1ti,tution's standards. Therefore, the cob. 

lege curriculum was of better quality than if it$ entrance examinations 

had been lowered to permit elementary students to enter directly. 

Lastly, the preparatory school was a good 1;1(mrce of advertisement for 

the land-grant college, The thousand students who attended the depart-

ment lived in nearly every county in Oklahoma. Certainly the experience 

of being a part of the institution for even a short time must not have 

been an altogether distasteful encounter, and it may be surmised that 

brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and neighbors must have 

heard of the ideas behind the foundii.ng,oLthe Payne ceunty college. This 

worp-of-mouth good will, combined with speeches by faculty members and 

98N . ev1.ns, p. SO. 
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publications of the Okla}i.oma Experiment Station, paved the way for in

creased future enrollments. 



CHAPTER V 

THE INVESTIGATION 

The board of r.egen.ts appointed by Governor William Renfrow were 

firmly. in. control of. the Oklahoma Agric.ultura 1 and Mechanical College 

by April, 1894. Near the end of this month the board discussed a num-

her of impor.tant .. personnel.changes, John.Clark, ·the president, led a 

. 
. movement to reorganize the faculty and staff of the college and station. 

The first notable· substitution occurred when :a •. J. Conley, of Kingfish-

er county, became superi~tendent of the college farm, replacing.A. V, 

.. McDowell •1 . The latter man had gener.ated considerable friction between 

the stati.on staff and faculty; thus. his removal was not seriously pro-

tested. On the same day Conley was hired, T. M. Upshaw agreed to take 

over the dQties.of college secret_ary, 2 a new position that some people 

charged was created specifically for him. Since a· secretary was needed, 

this appointment was also accepted without undue criticism •. In May, 

however, the reorganization touched a popular member of the faculty. 

W. W. Hutto, whose brother Frank was a well-known territorial Republi.-

can., .. palitical le~der, was released as an instructor of the.English lan

guage and literature,. 3 The Eagle'."'Gazette lamented the Hutto remova 1, 

lFreeman E. Mill.er, The Founding of ~Okl~homa Agricultural and 
MechanicalCollege .. (Stillwater, 1928), p. 2 .. 

2rbid. 

3oAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of Oklaho1Jl8 Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State University Library), 
p. 86. 

113 
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stating he had gained "the love and esteem of the students and respect 

and confidence of patrons of the college. 11 4 Nevertheless, he was sue-

ceeded by a capable man, 

Professor Freeman Miller, the replace~ent, was a native son of In-

diana in addition to being recently the recipient of Bachelor and Master 

of Arts degrees from DePauw University,5 While he had migrated to Still-

water to practice law, he was a man soundly trained in history and lit-

erature, having graduated valedictorian of his undergraduate class. 

But. in spite of his academic background, the Gazette still charged his 

appointment to the faculty resulted from right political thinking. 6 

The Sentinel disagr~ed. 7 One member of the faculty who was never at a 

loss for something to say had another explanation to offer. He believed 

Professor Miller received the appointment because he had been making 

deep inroads into the law practice of Regent Clark. 8 Regardless, how-

ever, of the 4ivided local feelings, the new teacher performed well at 

the college. He became the first resident member of the faculty. to pub-

lish widely in his field and eventually received from local newspapers 

. the title of llpoet laureate of Oklahoma." 

It is important to note that these changes took place while the 

institution did.not have a president. 
! 

Robert Bc;1rker had ear).ier retired 

4rhe Eagle-Gazette (Stillwater), June 28, 1894, p. 1. 

5Ibid. 

6The Eagle-Gazette, May 4, 1894, p. 3. 

7rhe Oklahoma State Sentinel (Stillwater), May 10, 1894, p. 4 .. 

BoAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of Oklahoma Agricultura 1 
and Mechanica 1 College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State University Library), 
p. 64. 
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to Crescent City to tend his farm and furniture store, and Henry Alvord 

was. in Washington, D. C. serving as a deputy assistant to the secretary 

of agriculture, When the latter man arrived in Stillwater, he was im-

mediately embroiled in the political controversy accompanying several 

of the aforementioned changes. The purpose of this chapter is to exam-

ine Alvord's qualifications for the office he was to hold, and to trace 

the conflict Yihich developed between him and the board of regents, 

Meet Henry Elijah Alvord 

When Norman J, Colman became the first secretary of agriculture 

in 1889,9 .he stated that the depa\:tment under his juri;-!iidiction should be 

revitalized, and among his many. innovations was the effort to create a 

closer working relationship with the increasing number of agricultural 

colleges •10 The third secre1tary of agriculture, J. S. Morton, believed 

much the same way. It was at his request.that Henry.Alvord received,the 

nomination to fill the vacancy at the Oklahoma Morri11 institution. 11 

Because this suggestion came from a figure high in. the nationa 1 govern-

ment, and because the former Major Henry Alvord had had a distinguished 

career in other land-grant institutions, the board of regents thought 

they had no choice but to confirm him as the second president of the 

agricultural college located in Stillwater. 

9For information on the agricultural cornrnissionership, see Earle 
D. Ross, ''The United States Department of Agriculture During the Commis
sionership: A Study in Politics, Administration, and Technology, 1862-
1889," Agricultural History, XX (1946), pp. 129-142. 

lOvernon Carstensen, "A Century of the Land-Grant Colleges," Jour
nal~ Higher Education, XXXIII (1963), p. 34. 

11oAMC, H. E, Thompson to B. B. Chapman, June 3, 1954, "The Thomp
son Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 
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Henry Alvord, the son of a prominent Massachusetts lawyer, received 

his early education in the public schools of Greenfield and then entered 

.the .famous .Norwich Academy in Vermont, whe.re Justin Morrill was a member 

of the board of regents • 12 Leaving the institution in his .junior year, 

he enlisted as a non-conunissioned officer in the Rhode Is~and Ca.va lry. 

Subsequently, he served in the Second Massachusetts Cavalry, the Tenth 

Cavalry, and theNinth Infantry Division. 13 By 1871, he had acquired 

the rank of major, possessed a Ster\ing war record, had worked under 

Philip Sheridan in the Freedman's Bureau, and had assisted in quelling 

>upris.ing.s in the Iowa, Comanche, and Apache in the so1,Jthwest, 14 including 

Oklahoma. .In addition, he found time to pen an article entitled "Ameri-

can Beef for Briti·sh.Mat:kets." The latter earned him the Grand Medal of 

the Roya 1 Agricultura 1 Society of England •15 · He completed his service 

car.eer by being .. appointed the first army officer detailed from West Point 

t b . t t . ' 1 · t t t . t 1 d t · · .. J .... ti.. · .• l6 o. · ecome an ins rue or in mi i ary, a c ics. a a an -,gran ms .......... · en. . 

While stationed at the Massachusetts Agricultural College, the rest-

less young major studied agriculture under Charles A. Goessman, a highly 

competent German who had received.his degree in analytical and organic 

h . f G• . 17 c emistry rom ottingen. At his point, Alvord developed an intense 

12Alfred C. True, "Henry Elijah Alvord," Dictionary of American Bio
graphy, I, ed, Allen Johnson (New York, 1928), p. 238. 

13caroline B. Sherman, "A Young .Army Officer's Experiences in Incii
an Territor,y,11 TheChronicles of Oklahoma, XIII (1935), p. 146. 

14The Eagle-Gazette, December 20,. 1894, p. 1. 

15 True, p. 238. 

· 16Harold. Whiting Cary, '.!.!:!!:.. Uni.,versity of Massachusetts: ~ History 
__ of One Hundred Years (New York, 1962), p. 43. 

_l7Ib .. "d 42 i • ' p. • 
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interest in scientific agricultural investigations. Shedding_his un:ifuin, 

he :became a member of the faculty of the Massachusetts Agricultural Col-

lege, lectured.regularly at the nearby Williston Seminary, conducted 

µairy experiments at his farm in Virginia, pioneered cooperatLve creamer-

i'es, managed the Chautauqua "School of Farming," and wrote what was prob

ably. the first 19gricultural extension course in the nation. 18 Moreover, 

· he also .served on the board which created the Carlisle School for Indians. 

_Beginning.in 1880, the young professor began to achieve national fame • 

. He agreed to direct the Houghton Farin at Cornwa 11,. New York, which was 

patterned after the Rothamsted Station in England. The complete plan 

for experim~nt:ation included investi&ations in soil physics, plant phy

siology, and pa.tho logy,. animal breeding, and nutr .. ition. 19 In 1887,, the 

presidency of M~ryland Agricultural. College was offered and accepted. 

Besides administrative duties, he sponsored the development of the state 

expe.riment station. 20 . Through this same period, he was also closely 

connected with the. As~ociation of American Agricultural Colleges and Ex-

_periment Stations, apd became a leaqing figure in the passage of the 

.•... ·. . . 21 
Second Morrill Act. · · 

18 .. · 
. True, p. 238. 

. 19Earle D. Ross, Democracy's College: The Land.;Grant Movement in 
.the Formative Stage (Ames, 1942), p. 139 • .. ,...__ .. ·-

20True, p. 238. Although Henry Alvord stayed only five years at the 
Maryland Agricultural College, he apparently ''learp,ed a great deal about 
collegiate administration •. After the ex .. ruajor left Oklahoma, James Nea 1 
wrote "there are few men his equal as a·college President, and none in 
the UI!,ited. States hi~ - eftiperior." OAMC, Jiames Nea 1 to; Robert Lowry, Janu
ary 16,. 1895,, "The Cunningham Manuscript Collection," (Oklahoma State 
University Libra~y). · 

2lusDA, OES, Miscellaneous Bulletin No. ~' Proceedings £!_ ~ ~-
. ond Annual Convention £!.the Association ~American Agricultural Coileges 
~ ExpE!riment Stations (Washington, 1899), pp. 23-25, 68-71; Kansas 
State Agricultural College, Eighth Biennial Report £!.~Regents and 

. Faculty, Session of 1891-]~92, (Topeka, 1893), p. 55. · 



118 

The Alvord Administration 

The fourth academic year of the Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical. 

College sta,rted on September 12·, 1894.22 The se.ssion commenced with 120 

students, half of whom were scheduled to take courses on the collegiate 

·1 1 23 . eve • Only. a senior class remained to be formed. The handsome brick 

building which now adorned the campus was superbly eq.uipped with refer .. 

ence books, maps, charts, models,. apparatus, and technical and office 

furnishings. 24 The teaching faculty consisted of eight members, the 

largest in the institution's history •. Two of these professors were un-

doubtedly. acquainted with the new executive who was on his way to Still-

water. Both James Neal and Alexander Magruder had occasi,onally attended 

mee'tings of the Association of American Agricultural Colleges and Exper-. 

iment Stations, 25 and since Henry Alvord chaired the executive connnittee, 

it is likely that each man had. at least been introduced to him. 

Arriving .after the semester began, President .Alvord threw himself 

immediately into the many tasks which confronted hiin •. His first major 

duty was to prepare the annual report of the college president. It 

should have been written by Robert Barker by June 30th, but when the 

former .administrator resigned from the board of regents in 1893 cooL· 
' 

22or, Council Journal, (1894), p. 73. 

23oT, Council Journal, (1895), pp. 75-76. 

24rbid. 

. 25usDA, OES, Miscellaneous·BulletinNo. 16, Proceedings.of the~ 
Annual Convention _of~ Association of American Agricultural Colleges · 
and Experiment Stations (Washington, 1893), p. 15; Miscellaneous Bulletin 
No, 20, Proceedings of the Seventh Annual Convention of.the Association 
.2.i)American .Agricultura; Colleges ~. Experiment Stations (Washington, 
1894), p. 14. · . · . 
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relations developed between him and the board. Nevertheless, President 

Barker gathered all the necessary data for the report and left them in 

his desk· for the incoming man to assemble. The task of preparing the 

lengthy document, while tedious, afforded an opportunity for the new ex-· 

ecutive further to acquaint himself with the current status of the col-

lege and to offer recommendations to the board o~ regents. In the 

completed account, the administrative officer's ability to locate trouble 

spots was clearly evident. 

The first item which drew the attention of President Alvord con-

cerned the problem of fluctuating enrollments. He repeate~ an already 

too familiar story when he wrote: 

The students do not seem to appreciate the necessity for per
sistent application in their work, thiir needs and opportuni
ties now offered to them. And parents are too prone to per;:
mit, or even to encourage, absences for very insufficient r~~ 
sons. The full strength of the College and its teaching force 
is exerted to im~ress ••• the importance of punctual and reg-
ular attendance. 6 · 

Secondly, the ex-major commented on the organization of the military 

department. He believed morale was low, and suggested that a request 

be sent to West Point for an officer to be detailed to the college. 27 

Thirdly, attention was directed toward several pressing faculty pi::oblems. 

While Alvord had somewhat adjusted teaching loads, he thought additional 

instructors and teaching assistants were required immediately. The pro-

fessors of chemistry and physics were unable to find time to perform 

their research functions, and the agricultural and horticultural instruc-

tors were compelled to turn down "calls to various parts of the Territory 

26oT, Council Journal, (1895), p. 9. 

27 rbid. 
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where .they could be of great service to the people and to the inStitu

tion,1128 Furtherinore, · the ;alaries of the faculty were inequitably 

d .. d d 29 l.Vl. e • 

A fourth item of comment concerned .the need .for reorganization of 

the collegiate departments. The president believed that the departments 

of botany and horticulture were so closely alignedthatthey should 

come under one head, with enough assistants provided as needed for re

search,:,and instruction, In Oklahoma, he would havE! placed bo~at\r under 

horticulture, as the latter seemed most essential to t.he future develop-

ment of the state.. In addition, Alvord believed a female instructor 

was necessary ''to give proper advice as to study, health:and conduct to 

girls and young womenwho·are for the first time removed from home in

fluences, and at a critical age, 1130 

The last portion of the t'~port dealt. with the new departments and 

additiona 1 buildings which were needed. The legislators were reminded 

that, when they a:ccepted the provisions of the land-grant acts, they 

had in essence contracted to suppc:>rt the future development of the in,. 

stitution. The two departments most urgently needed were domestic eccn-

. . . 

omy and mechanical arts. The former should be constructed before the 

latter, since almost one-half of the student population was compo.sed 

of females. As·far as buildings were concerned, at least two were re

quired in the immediate future. .. A hortit:ultural edifice should include 

plant· houses, propagating pits; a boiler house,. and work rooms for at-

tend8nts, Office space for the staff must not be neglected either. 

28Ibid., pp. 10-11, 

29Ibid, 

30rbid ~, p. 12. · 
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. . 

A. second building should care for the needs of. the departments of chem-· 

istty and physics~ This structure m.ight also include laboratories and 

lecture rooms for zoology and copiparative anatomy, The existing facili

ties for chemistry and physics were inadequate, for as was expected the 

chemical laboratory in the basement of the College Building was causing 

trouble, In this respect, the president stated; "The ddors, fumes, and 

gases cannot be fully controlled and reach every part of the building at 

times. Occasionally classes in upper rooms have to be dismissed. 11 31 

When the report was completed, the executive began to implement 

many of his suggestions •. First, he reduced the t11,1mber of administrative 

items.the faculty had been forced to assume due to the frequent absences 

of the former president, Secondly, the teaching s,:taff were formed into 
. . 

standing academic committees, Alexander Magruder and Henry Alvord'took 

charge of the military department; ]i'rank Waugh, Edward Clark,. and Free

man Miller studied. questions relating to room and board for students; 

and ProfessorMiller accepted.the responsibility of setting up a college 

library.32 Besides this, the rules for admission of students were also 

·Screened, Entrance examinations were henceforth to be written or oral, 

depending on the discretion of the instructor in charge. 33 · Also, the 
. . 

.. . 

wearing of mili1t,ary uniforms by students during class hours would now be 

mandatory. 

Next, Lthe "fa cfalty turned their enEirgies toward reviewing the ,i:iumer-
. . 

ous college laws and regulations.. Professors Clark and Magruder became 

31 .· ; .· .. · . Ibid., p, 13. 
. . . . 

. 32oAMC, l'Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), p. 175. 

33Ibid., p. 176. 
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a committee .to codify the "rules and reg~lati~ns governing the college.11 ~ 4 

New methods. of turning in written reports, .the standardizations of daily 

forms, and more stringent supervisions of the student literary societies 

were other topics coming under discussion. 35 By the middle of October, .. 
the instructors implemented a plan to coordinate the work student's were 

required to do for their c'laS$es. On the 15th, it :was decided to have 

"five public exercises •••. during tl;le course of study. 1136 Ai:':.,the close 

of the spring quarter of the sophombre yea~ a declamation, es:ay', or 
\ '. 

oration was to be gi~11;, with the latter coming from the rostrum in the 

auditorium. Lastly, each senior was directed to defer an oration during 

· each of the quarters, in addition to prepai:ir;is :EJP. address for gradtiati.ai.37 

Near the end of Octobe:r, the f1:1culty scrutinized the thorny prob

le~ ;of p'rac.ticums~ It was decided that aU SUQh endeavors sho1,1ld in the 
'. 

future be consider.ed independently of other ex.ercise1:1 of the. college. 

Grades for such courses would be reported s,parately •. The same rules 

which applied to regulat' classes were to be also applied to practictims. 

Lastly, two hours of work on the farm henceforth counted the.same as one 

· hour in the classroom. 38 

With a new building operational, the faculty reorganized, the rules 

governing students revised, and provisions made for tl;le s~ientists to 

have more time to devote to experimentation~ the president decided an 

34Ibid., p • 178. 

. 35Ibid., p. 171. 

36Ibid., p. 180. 

37Ibid. 

38tbid., p .. 183. 
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effort $hould be made to recruit more students. :Besides making numerous 

c speeches. throughout the state, 39 he began to write promotion.a L brochures • 

. A typical one began with a brief statement on the purpose and mission of 

the college •. It read: 
\ 

This college provides for a broad and thorough/education 
.. in Ertglish, the mechanic arts, the· ~ence.s, agriculture and 
. horticulture.,,. The course is of a general scientific charadl:!C';: 

special attention, being given to such brtf,nches as chemistry,_ 
physics, mathematics;. botany, geology,.and entomology in co~-
nection with agriculture, · · 

The object is to give a thorough and general edu~t,i;on 
and one at the same time of pract;Lcal use in the arts and in

. dustries in life. Special emphi5is is· laid on practical work 
i~ the fields. and laboratorie.s. 

Subsequent pages enumerated the vast :.amount of scientific equipment "'."·t;-" ,, . . : 

housed in the college building, oppot:tunitiet for student employment, 
-:i' 

and the desire to.model the institution after West Point •. Inadditioa,, 

the writer stated the desi:gn of the college included pu'blic service. 

The members. of the faculty would be made available to give speeches and 

read papers to farmer's institutes and horticult.uttl .. :.sathetihg~. \'The 

last page of the pamphlet urged parents, boys, girls, school teachers, 

farmer:,,, lawyers,. d~c~rs,. merchants, mechanics, and politicians to 

. acquaint prospective students with the facflities of the inst;i.tution. 41 

As might. be expected, the.strong leadership exerted by President 

Alvord did not receive the enthusiastic approva 1 of the board of ~ts~· 
. ' 

• ~-. ~ 0?:Pt',sident Alvord po~sessed 1:1 t;epl,ltiltion as. an. excellent speaker. 
He was ··especially popular in Oklahoma since' he had been stationed there 
in the 1860' s and knew many stories of Indian Territory. . For e:x:aaples 
of his addresses, see ~ Eagle-Gazette; OctoberiJi.~, 1894, p, 1; D6eem"'. 
beip, ·.:?.0 />tsq4; ' P t)J1t};. . . . . . . 

46oAMC, Prospectus £!.. ~ ~·. arip ~~_:;_College~. Session of 1s94.:.1st5', 
pp. 2-3 •. 

41tbid., pp, 3-8. 



124 

A.conflict soon developed. The initial problem involve.cl a questiort'of 

. authority r.ather. than a quarrel over a' specific. incident. 

The Clash with the Board of Regen~s 

The first antagonism between the board of regents and Henry Alvord 
. . . . ·. 
. . . . .· 

concerned the manner in which the ia tt~r handJe<l the reporting of co·1-

lege fiscal matters. At a meeti_ng of the two factions occurring. early 

in the academic year, the regents requested thi president to swear to 

the validity of each voucher passing through his hands. 42 Of course; 

the president resented such a treatment •. Hepromptlr retorted he would 

not comply with such a proc::Jadure, and the battle was on. 

Instead of wasting energy arguing the matter, the chief executive 

decided to write t&,. his friend Alfred True -in order to obtain an offi-

cia l poHcy statement from the secretary, of agriculture,: On November 

· 9, the bibliographer replied by, means of a iengthy; let~er to thEf Okl~-
. . 

homan detailing the proper procedure for handling college and station 

.. accountartts. 43 True indicated the governiq.gboard should have a voice 

in determining which specific object.ives should be pursued, . b1.,1t then 
. : . . . . 

an executive officer must be·appointed who would administer whatever 
. .. ...· : . ,' .·· . :i .. 

funds were necessary to carry the project· to completion. Expenses were 
.· .. · 

to be i.ncurred only by the consent of the. d;i.rector' with vouchers being 
. . . . 

written at.reglllar intervals. These checks were them to be audited 
·. . . . . . . . . . . . 

·periodically, by the. gov~rning board~ ... 'l'he only items which. required 
. . . . ' . . . . . . . . 

sworn affidavits, w~re those "in which proper ~:p~ch~:r;s could not be 

.·. -. . . . . . . 

42oT, CouncilJciurnal, .(1895),. p. 692 .• 

. 430AMC, A. C. True to:Hertry ~lvord, November. 9, 1894, ''The Cunning
. ham Manuscript Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library)~ 
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. . . . ·. . 
. . .· . 

.. obtained and notaria 1 fees are nOt a necess~ry or proper charge against 

station funds received from the United States except in such cases. 11 44 

.The president had.won his point an:d probi:ibly did not wa~te a ininute in 

conveying. such information. to the regents • 

. But befo:i;-e the president and the board could settle their differ-

· ences,. Henry Alvord. received a call ,,to Washington.· The. next annual con-
. . . _. . . ~ 

vention of the Associatiol\ of American Agricultural Colleges and Experi

ment Stations was to. convene toward the end of November •. As chairman·· 

of the exe.cut'ive committee, the Oklahoma· agricult'l,lrist had little choice 

but to be present •. During the course of the. convention,.Chairman.Alvord 

performed his duties in the same efficient manner ,SO characterist:l..c of 

him, but. realizing the magnitude of the responsibilit,ie1;1 a,waiting him 

. in Stillwater, he. decided to resign. his position. He then asked the del

egates to rel:teve him.of E:lny future duties. Hts wishes were respected; 

however' the assembly honored his faithfui'set'vice to the organization 

by electing< him president of the b<:>dy:.45 Since his p~sition was latgely 

, honorary, entailing. his presenting the next annual presiden.tia 1 address., 

Alvord:graciously. accepted the appointment,46 

Also. while in Washington,. Alvord attempted t<:>• locate items which 
. . 

would enhance th¢ 111eager Oklahoma A. and M~ College library. Learning 
. . . . . . 

from a friend· that. a complete set of Harper' .s Maga~ine would s~on 1:>e 

s,old, President Alvord checked 1die price of the items and pe~n~d a note 

44Ibid. 

45The Eagl~-G~zette, November 2.2, 1894, p. 5. 

46usDA, OES, .Miscellaneous Bulletin· No. 24, Pro~eedine;s of ~~· 
Annual Convention of the Association of.American. Agricultural. Colleges 
and.Exper.iment Statio~(Washington, Tif95), .. p, 62 •. ·.· 
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concerning the collection to Freeman Miller. Shortly thereafter, the 

volumes adorned the shelves of the college library in the central build-

ing.47 This purchase indicates that the executive had not forgotten his 
t 

primary responsibility and still had ah interest in t;he welfare of the 

institution he headed. On his return to Stillwater, nevertheless, smol-

dering. animosity between him and the board of regents erupted into flames. 

The Resignation of the Second President 

Although no documentary evidence to this effect has been uncovered, 

it is. likely. that President Alvord conferred with officials of· the de-

partment of agriculture while in Washington. ·. At any rate, upon returning 

to Stillwater,. he no longer possessed a willingness to arbitrate or com-

promise differences of opinion. A list of proposed reforms was presented 

to, his antagonists, and when the document was refused,the executive 

verbally tendered his resignation.48 

From.all appearances, the resignation of the preside11t was tendered 

. in. a. moment of haste •. But he gave the regents an oppo:i:tun_ity to consid

er his action, for late in the month of December the board journeyed to 

Stillwater in order to make their final decision •. The Gazette announced 

.their choice somewhat later. A writer for the paper reported the board 

accepted "the resignation of Major Alvord ••• and then proceeded to 

.elect a. successor, a.man of whom they knew nothing and cared less. 1149 

Four days later, President Alvord produced a written resignation. 

4:7Freeman Miller, "Founding the College Library, 11 '.!'.!!:: ~· .~ [. 
College Magazine, I (1929), p. 18. 

48~Eagle~Gazette, January 17, 1895, p. 1. 

49Ibid. 



He explained: 

The government of the United States and the public gener
ally consider me in a large mea~ure responsible for the con
duct of affairs of this institution. I cannot afford to main
tain ,relations by which I may. appear to be, in_ any, degree, a 
consenting party.to the payment of large salaries to positions 
at this College and Station, which are unnecessary, and where 
the duties performed do not justify the e:i<:penditure. The re
sult is nothing less than diversion of public funds from the 
objects. for which they are spe~i,f~ca lly provided. 

As. your Board has seen fit to decline action notwitl'ftand;.. .. 
ing my. presentation and protest on this subject, I hereby te11.::. · 
der my resignation as president of this college.... ., 

I shall consider it my duty to furnish ~optes.'of this letter 
to the secretary of the intet"±o·r,.and the secretary of agricul
ture .. _with some .further explaitation of the circumstances. 50 

50Quoted from. The Eagle"."Gazette, January 17, · 1895, p. 1. While 
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· President Alvord stated that he resigned because the board of regents 
would not accept his salary proposals, persons close to the scene ha.:ve 
offered a multitude of other reasons for his actions. For example, 
Harry E. Thompson.believed there was a.personality clash between the 
ex-major and John.Clark. This conjecture may have had a degree of truth, 
because the president of the board of regents did not get along well 
with Alvord's successor. The-two college presidents were much alike. 
Both were meticulous dressers, came from the east, were authoritative, 
and believed the faculty,. not the regents,. should operate the institu
tion. ·OAMC, H. E. Th~mpson to B. B. Chapman, June 3, 1954, (Oklahoma 
State University Library). A local Democratic newspaper attributed 
the dispute to a :'discussion with the governor." ~ Dai_ly Democrat 
(Stillwater), October 3, 1904, p. 1. Robert Cunningham, a college his .. 
torian, believed the president left "vowing he did not have to endure 
the_ bickering of petty politicia,:is of the Territory." The .Stillwater 
News .. Press, March 18, 1963, p. 4. A writer for the Gazette stated the 
gentleman was "charged with being. somewhat old maidish in his ideas ••• ," 
The,Eagle:..Gazette, January 17, 1895, p. 4. T<;>m Hartman, a student, 

. wrote Alvord "didn't like Oklahoma, its dust storms, the people, or 
the college." .OAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of Oklahoma Agri

. cultural and Mechanical College, 1*391-1941," (Oklahoma State University 
,, Library), p •. 87. The college printer believed the president left be

cause Stillwater "had no bathtubs." · OAMC, "Selections from the Record 
Book of Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1891-1941,'"" (Okla
homa State University Library), p. 50. Finally, Tazewell Upshaw rela
ted: "It was. the common talk around Sti.l.lwater that his wife would not 
come to this country anyway, and that was one of his reasons for wanting 

. to leave." OT, Council Journa 1, ( 189 5), p. 699. 
,. 
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The formal. letter of resignati~n was followed by a public letter of ap

precia.tion printed in the Stillwater Messenger.51 Other copies of the 

same letter were published in the Oklahoma State Sentinel, the Ea.gle-

Gazette, and in the territorial legislative records. These letters, 

addressed to the "good people of Okla.homa ," appealed for pubiic spirited 

citizens to insist through their legislators that the "collegenot be 

used for selfish, personal, or political ends, but that it shall be con-

. 11 52 . 
ducted solely for the public good.: In addif;l,qn, Alvord ut:_ged that 

several reforms-be impleml:!nted. First, he believed a new board of re-

.g.ents needed to be constituted. Secondly, a resident treasurer of the 

college should be .appointed. ·. And finally, he stated that the regent 

from Stillwater had dbne ·1;1n .excellent Job and was one of those who de-

d · t 53 Th 1· tt t .. t . . kabl f serve . reappointmen • . e a er commen was qui e remar e, or 

the regent from Stillwater was John. Clark. 

The editor of the Messenger appended an editorial to,Alvordis let-

ter •. He believed that Alvord would not r~sign.and send a "stinging" re-

port to Washington if the- college president were not able to substanti-
,, 

ate his charges •. Thus he asked for an investigation ~Y. tpe Territoria 1 

· Legislat:ure,. which was now in session. 54 The day following the printing 

_of the newspaper, Dr, James Neal wrote to Representative Robert Lowry 

stating that real t;:rouble was afoot. He informed the state legislator 

that Alvord was on his way to Washington:to become, he conjectured, as-

sistant secretary of agriculture. Next, he reported that. he had been 

5lrhe·Stillwate~ Messe
1
nger,.January 11, 1895, [-n.p.J • 

52Ibid. 

5hbid. 

54rbid. 
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apprised of two pla.ns: concerning the possible relocation of the college 

and the experiment station. The first idea was to move.the college and 

station to some other locality in Oklahoma. The second idea involved 

moving just the station to an area which had better soil. Neal, of 

course, opposed both plans. Speaking against the latter suggestion ini

tia.Uy, the director said the two institutions should remain together • 

. The college needed. the faculty of the station to teach courses, and the 

students.benefited from the same organization, for it provided employ-

ment •. In relation to the college, Neal warned the state representative: 

As soon as a College get1:1 .on whee ls, its value is gone, 
and it then is as a football for successive Legislators to use 
as a. plaything, and possibly a means .of ge.tting 'rake .. offs' 
• • • • No matter what the arguments as. to suitability of loca
tion,. poor soil,.out of wayness and that Payne County got it by 
'finesse and trading' • The facts are that Payne County has 
worked for a U she was worth, and sacrificed both time and money 
to hold it, and here it should stay. Some of these days a Rail-

. road will make this place as accessible a!;! Guthrie or Oklahoma. 
City, and all the Qther objections can·be overcome.SS 

On January. 15, 1895, Hays Hamilton sent a note to his friend Robert 

Lowry •. He believed the majority of the. Stillwater populace supported 

an immediate investigation of the charges.of ex-President Alvord, and 

he thought it would beto the city's advantage if Lowry were the one 

to present such a motion. 56 , The next day, 'Neal further corresponded 

with .the loca 1 lawmaker •. He stated he had asked Alvord to withdraw his 

resignation if another board of regents could be appointed. But almost 

as an afterthought, l:),e concluded: "I think it doubtful if he would 

serve except on his own terms. 11 57 The next day, the Oklahoma.State 

550AMC, J. C::, Neal to Robert Lowry, January 12, 1895, ''The Cunning
. ham Manuscript Collection," (Oklahoma State University Libra.ry). 

56oAMC, Hays ,Jlamilton to Robert Lowry, Janua~y 16, 1895, "The Cun
ningham Manuscript Collection," · (Oklahoma State University Library).· · 

57oAMC, J. c .. Neal to Robert Lowry,.January 16,. 1895, "The Cunning
ham Manuscript Collection," .(Oklahoma State University Library). 
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Sentinel, following· the lead of the Oklaho~ City Times .. Journal, re

quested that the board of regelJs>,not accept th~ president's resignation 

until an investigation had been conducted. 58 The suggestion, however, 

ca.me too late. On the same day Hays Hamilton informed Lowry that the 
I 

major's resignation had been: filed, and Edmond Murdaugh was the new ex-

'eiutive of the college. 59 · 

Meanwhile, pther developments were taking place in Guthrie. Repre-

sentative Angelo C. Scott, a newspaperman, former candidate for governor, 

hosteler, and member of the Territorial Council, introduced a motion in 

the Legislature asking that Alvord withdraw his resignation until an in

vestigation had been completed. 60 . His motion passed, the lawmakers being 

unaware of events in Stillwater •. In addition, a Joint Council Resolu-

tion received consideration; It read: 

That the conunittees on agriculture of the council and 
house are hereby constituted a special committee to inves ... 
tigate the affairs of the Territorial agricultural and mech
anical college at Stillwater •. Said committee shall hold its 
sessions at Guthrie: Provided, That if it becomes necessary, 
it may send a sub-committee, not exceeding three of its mem
bers,. to the seat of the said colleg~, at Stillwater, for 
such times as it deems proper, within the time hereinafter 
limited for the report of said conunittee. Said conunittee , 
shall have the power to issue process for witnesses and pa
pers, and to enforce the same; and shall have access of said 
institution. The subjects of investigation contemplated in 
this resolution, are the financia 1 management of lthe insti
tution, including the disposition oLgovernment funds belong
ing thereto; the appointment and dis~i~sal of instructors, 
employees and officers; the matters covered by the last re
port of the president of said college, and of the director 

58th~·Oklahom~ State Sentinel,. January 17, 1895, p. 1. - . ----- ------
59oAMC, Hays Hamilton to Robert Lowry, Jan1,.11;3ry 17, 1895, "The Cun-· 

-:.ningham Manuscript Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library).· 

60or, c~~~~j_l,.Jou~~~i, (1895), p. 318. 
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conduct and management of said institution., •. 
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Three hundred dollars were appropriated to pay the expenses of the in,

vestigating committee.62 

Before the special conunittee aould convene, a plan to reorganize 

the board of regent!:! came in Robert Lowry's mail. Dr. Neal,.acting 

ptesident, drew upon his previous experience with the college and sugges-

ted that the number of regents should be increased to nine. The pro-

posed board would be divided politically, three Democrats, three Popu

lists, and three Republicans. 63 Furthermore, a number of significant 

administrative vicissitudes at the college were contemplated. Besides 

Neal's letter, the Stillwater lawmaker received correspondence from 

other constituents offering a variety of assistance. J. A. Stephenson 

reported he had shown a ptevious letter of the representative to local· 

bankers and busine'ssmen} who offered to help in any manner possible. 64 

C. D. Shaffer extended his talents in handling the Populists if needed. 65 

Other citizens extended offers, too. 

The Investigation 

The ad hoc investigating conunittee of the Oklahoma Legislature con-

vened in Guthrie, Oklahoma, on February 5, 1895. The report of its 

61The Statutes.of Oklahoma, (1895), pp. 271-272. 

62Ibid., p. 51. 

63oAMC, J, C. Neal to Robert Lowry, January 16, 1895, "The Cunning
ham Manuscript Collection,!' (Oklahoma State University library). 

640AMC, J. A. Stephenson to Robert Lowry, January 31, 1895, · "The 
Cunningham Manuscript Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

65oAMC, c. D. Shaffer to Robert Lowry,. January 31, 1895, "The Cun
ningham Manuscript Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 



132 

findings came off the press February 26th. During the three week inter

val fifteen witnesses were called to testify, including the current gov

ernor of Oklahoma, an ex-governor, a former college president, several 

key members of the board of regents, both past and present, and a number 

of the faculty and staff of the college and station. s. H. Kelsey, an 

expert accounttartt, agreed to audit the fiscal accounts of the institu

tion. As might be expected, the territorial newspapers capitalized on 

the situation and reported a weekly blow-by-blow account of the entire 

proceedings. 

To guide the committee in their investigations, the lengthy report 

Henry Alvord had recently mailed to the secretary of agriculture and 

secretary of the interior in connection with his resignation was used. 

In this document, the ex-president identified what he considered the 

worst trouble spots in the college and experiment station and made sug

gestions for changes. The most noteworthy items included: (1) the ex

periment station was being run as a model farm, and the regents were 

trying to have it make a profit; (2) the legislature had been negligent 

in providing funds and allocations for buildings; (3) the "Farm Super

intendent" was a political appointee, ignorant of scientific princi.,. 

ples, and paid an excessive salary in proportion to those of the facul

ty; (4) the c:\o11ege secretary was a political appointee, negligent in 

doing his duties, and incompetent; (5) the board of regents had spent 

federa 1 funds foolishly and paid themselves abnormally high salaries; 

(6) the past treasurers of the board of regents had not kept proper 

bo~ks; (7) the salaries of the faculty were unequally divided; (8) the 
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board of regents needed to be reorganized; (9) and a larger faculty was 

required properly to carry out the mission of the institution.66 

The first witness called by the commi,ttee was A,. V. McDowell, who 

had served as superintendent of farming from April, 1892 to June, 1894. 

He told investigators he quit "when the democrat board of regents met 

the time after they got possession of the books and seal. 1167 The super-

intendent had been employed as a time·keeper and labor supervisor at a 

salary of $75.00 per month, which was as mu.ch as some of the faculty were 

earning. McDowell was not charged with wrongdoing, but he did freely 

admit he had not worked in harmony with the faculty of the experiment 

station. His atti.tude was reflected in this statement: "I think if they 

.[.the faculty] would use a little bit more of good common sense and a 

little less science that our farmers would appreciate the station more 

68 than they do." 

The Same day, the committee held an extended session with the Direc-

tor of the Oklahoma Experiment Station. While Neal was quizzed on the 

use of Hatch and Morrill funds, payment of professor's salaries, expendi-

tures of the board of regents, the recommendations of President Alvord,. 

and the status of the soil and water supply of the college, his most re-

vealing testimony concerned the ma1:mer in which the regents purchased 

supplies for the college, The agriculturalist acknowledged that regents 

Wimberley, Lane, and Little were paid substantial amounts of expense 

66oAMC, Report of the President, December 31, 1894, pp. 1-20. 
newspaper editorial comment on the report may be read by consulting 

.Oklahoma. State Sentinel, January 17, 1895, p. 4; ~· Eagle-Gazette, 
January 17, 1895, p, 1. 

67oT, Council Journal, (1895), p. 669. 

681bid., p. 670. 

Local 
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money for acting as purchasing agents for the institution when the fac-

ulty did most of the work; that almost all of the Hatch Act funds had 

been spent for instruction and payment of faculty salaries; and that 

$5,516,06 had been spent on building a road at the experiment station. 69 

The latter expenditure, which had been au.thorized by the regents,. had 

seriously embarrassed the college the following year,.as barely enough 

cash remained to pay monthly earnings. 

To conclude the first day's testimony, Amos Ewing was called to the 

witness chair ... The committee interrogated the former regent about .cer-

tain travel expenses charged to the college's accounts, £acuity appoint-

ments, funds he might still have in his possession that belonged to the 

institution, and the location of banks where he had deposited federal 

funds provided. by the Hatch and Morrill acts. All of Ewing's answers 

were interesting; howeverJ those in ~egard to the latter category were 

most damaging. to his repµtation, The treasurer stated institutional 

funds were deposited in Guthrie and Kingfisher.banks. The books of these 

establishments revealed that no .interest .on unpaid daily balances had 

been credited to the college. When quizzed as to whether he personally 

received interest payments, he admitted: 

When the peremptory writ of mandamus was sued out, some 
of the parties with whom I had deposited, as I understand it, 
agreed to pay counsel when the qu,estion arose as to whether 
or not the governor of this territory of his own motion could 
remove the board .of regents.70 

Ewing forgot to-mention that Joseph McNeal was president of the Guthrie 

• bank where funds were deposited,. and that he himself had an interest in 

69 Ib"d . 1 • ' pp. 67Q .. 679. 

· 70ibid., p, 682. 
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the Kingfisher establishment. Nevertheless, no charges were filed 

against him when the proceedings were finished, 

. The next person called has been identified by a colle$e historian 

· . 71 
as "the chief trouble maker of the college." This was, of course, the 

arrogant Tazewell Upshaw, :who was serving as secretary of the Stillwater 

cellege, His qualifications for the job included clerking in a drug-

store, serving as deputy register of deeds, and E;Jales experience in 

wholesale drug and fire insuranc.e lines, . Upshaw testified that he had 

been hired by the board of regents. Afterward, Dr. Neal presented him 

with a list of duties he should perform at the college .. The secretary, 

however, thought the list too numerous and took it to Regent Caruthers, 

who promptly scratched off .all the items except one. On the bottom of 

the paper, the same man scribbled the notation: "Prescribed by the 

board of regents, 11 72 Upshaw retained thi$ slip of paper in his pocket 

at all t.imes. If he was requested to perform a certain task,.he lost no 

.time in producing the paper. 

According to testimony brought out by various members of the com-

mittee, Upshaw' s conduct at the college became increasingly more diffi-

cult for the faculty to overlook, He was asked whether he had hired 

. Emma Smith,. a student, for $4 .. 00 per month to perform his duties while 

· he was absent. 73 In addition, the committee inquired if he used alco-

holic beverages to excess and if he had bragged that his job had been 

awarded for political reasons, Lastly, a member of the committee asked 

71The Stillwater News.Press, April 1, 1963, p •. 4. 

72oT,.Council Journal, (1895), p, 669. 

73Ibid,, p. 694. 



136 

whether he had been spying on President Henry Alvord and reporting his 

activities to the board of regents, Upshaw's replies indicated there 

was a degree of truth in each allegation, In regard to the latter query, 

the college secretary's answer indicated that a major portion of his job 

was tQ keep the re~ents posted on Alvord's activities. For instance, he 

reported that he had overheard the president say that the "first duty of 

the faculty was to educate the board of regents, and that when they were 

properly educated they could run things to suit themselves." While the 

committee finished with the clerk in one day, the remainder of the in·~ 

vestigation referred to Upshaw's conduct many times, 

The next gentleman to appear before the legislators was Frank 

Caruthers, a .. member of the successful Norman law .firm of Ross and 

Caruthers. 74 This man refused to answer almost every question that the 

committee directed to him, insisting that he could not recall or remem-

· ber the exact circumstances of a situation, Nevertheless, two important 

questions were asked which were bombshells in themselves, First, the 

committee inquired if he know that Tazewell Upshaw was wanted on a mur--
der charge in Texas. Of course not, he replied. Next, he was queried 

as to the banks where college funds were currently deposited, Caruthers 

explained that there was on hand about $23,000,00, · About one-fourth of 

these funds were deposited inMcNeal's bank in Guthrie, and the remain-

der in the Norman State Bank,. The institution in the capital was: the 

account used to. pay daily expenses; . the monies in· N.orman were not used 

except in case of an emergency, Then the regent was asked who owned the 

74The College Mirror, May 15, 1895, [ n.p.J, 
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Renfrow,. the Governor of the Territory of Oklahoma. 75 

After the sensational testimony of Frank C_aruthers, .J,. E. Quien 
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took the stand. He was followed by John. Wimberley, .. Both men had form

erly been members of the board of regents, .The latter man, in particulat; 

was quizzed concerning his activities as a regent. and as purchasing 

. agent and superintendent of buildings for the college. . It was eventua 1-

-ly brought out that he had received pay simultaneously for both posi~ 

.tions, Also, . several of his financia 1 transactions in relation to the 

experiment station were explored, In relation to the latter point, he 

admitted he had supervised the purchase of three horses from a neigh .. 

bor of his for use at the Stillwater station. A .handsome price of 

$275.00 was paid for the animals, The horses proved incapable of work 

in the fields. One ,turned out to have lung trouble and another was 

· blind, To top off the deal, Wimber.ley' s brother received .a total of 

$27 ,00 for br·ing·ing the horses to the college. The regent ·tri-ed to ex

plain away the charges,. but on the whole was unsuccessfui; 76 The com-

mittee soon dismissed him, 

William Campbell, who. had been a member of the committee appointed 

by Governor George Steele to locate the A .. and M; college,. was the next 

major witness called. After his brief and unenlightening testimony, ex".' 

· president Barker took the chair .. Th~ committee pressed him for lil<hii-

tional. information on the activities of the first board of regents. His 

firm and calculated answers soon made it increasingly clear that much of 

the blame for the 11 failµre" of his administration was due to the unwise 

75oT, Council,Jo~rnal, (1895), pp .. 700-7ll. 

76 .· . 
. Ibid., pp, 717-739. 
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. .. . .·. ·: 
. -~ . . 

• actions. 6£ the initial board of regents. They had spent college funds 
. . . 

foolishly, had taken junkets .which res~lted in no ~slue.to the coliege, 
. ·. . . . . 

. . . . 

and had refused to consult the fsculty.on.theimmediate needs of the in-

stitution;77 In relation to the lack of positive accomplishments at the 

experiment station, the CrQscerit City busin¢ssman assumed co111plete. re.;. 

sponsibility. He refused. to slander the character or ability of Neal. 

In fact, he sai": . "J. C. Neal, who is also director of the station, is 

one of the be.st me~ t ever met in my life; honest, upright, sensible and 

unassuming;. he ·takes great pleasure in his work, nothing passing him 

-that is not right, .or any duty ever neglected. 1178 .It was clear at the 

end of the lengthy session that Barker had not approved of the actions 
. . ' . 

. · . . .. 

of the board of regents~ but he was relatively incapable of taking.any 

positive. correctional.measures. As wilf be seen; the governors of the 

Territory of Oklahoma were deeply involved. in. many of the shady deal

ings. Therefore, . i:f; Barker had. wanted t.o ·inaugurate· reforms, . he would 

have·had to go to Washington for assistance;· 
. . 

The last witnesses.brought·beforethe legi.slative investigating 

committee were the Reverend .J; P. ·Lane, ex-governor A, · J. Seay, John 

Clark,GovernorWilliamiRenfrpw, and H~nry Glazier,79 · The Reverend Mr, 

Lane admitted receiving double salaries; Governor Seay could not recall 
. . : 

whether while he was in:office.he had been simply a stockholder or a 
. ·... ·. . : 

director of the bank in which colleg·e funds we~e depo$ited; John Clark 

provided a sterling character· reference .for Tazewell Upshaw; Governor 

771:bid., p. 736. 

78Ibid., p. tss. 
79Ibid., pp. 7:SS.;.783. 
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William Renfrow plE!aded, innocent to a~y wrongdoing and· claimed he had 
. . . . . ' . . . 

been hoodwinked by the regents in some of their personnel manipulations; 

and finally, Henry Galzier acknowledg.ed the general accuracy of the·re-

port Henry Alvord sent to Washington. N9ne of the testimony giveri re~ 

fleeted credit on these individu~ls' reputations;'' 

In addition to the statements of the fifteen witnesses, the invesU

gat:i.ng committee also had the benefit of the audit of the college prepared 
. . . . . ·. . .: 

by Captain Kelsey before transcribing their findings and recomm~ndations. 
. : . . . 

While :Kelsey's report was abbt;'eviated, it generally corroborated the 

testimony previously supplied; He generalized: (1) an. inefficient sys

tem of bookeeping had prevailed for the first three years of· the col-
. . . . ·. . . .·' 

lege's history; (2) a complete and accurate :report was impossible to 

· obtain, because. a. number of important documents were missing; (3) the. 

vouchers .he had were so over-simplified that it was difficult· to deter.,; 

mine why, how, and by whom nioney was e~pended. Lastly,·· t~e audit()r 

commended the system of bookeeping inaugurated during the Alvord admin

istration. It was clear, concise, and free from error~ 80 

The final report of the investigating committee was brolcen into 
. ·, ... .· 

eleven sub..;divisioils. The writers believed much. of the. tr.ouble during 

the first three years stemmed from the fact tha.t·the foundiilg law was 

loosely drawn and few, if any, safeguards we:r:e woven into it, This 

. situation permitted less than s.crupulous regents to. use the college to 

their own personaLadvantage. For instance, several. trips that the 

regents took to Kansas, Ohib,. and Texas were supposedly to g,gther infor..; · 
' ' 

' ' ' 
·, 

mation on the educat.ional practices of other la11d-grant colleges. In 

80rbid., pp.· .. 788-79 L. 
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reality,. however, the committ~e suggested the junkets were to "visit 

friends and relations living in the different states,, .. 1181 No reports 

were made to the faculty or the president of the Stillwater college con-

cerning what useful information was collected on .. the trips. 

Specifically, the committee made these general observations. First, 

the lands selected for the college and station were not well chosen, The 

top soil was extremely poor, and a total of thirteen water wells had 

been drilled without. an adequate. sµpply of the vita 1 liquid uncovered. 

Secondly, the posit.ions of farm superintendent and college secretary 

should be aboli1:1hed. Thirdly, complete and accurate college records must 

be kept. And lastly, the majority of stud~mts enrolled at the institu.-

tion were from the Stillwater locality, It was the.refore recommended 

that the institutionial leaders should.attempt.to broaden.the geographi-

ca 1 area from which students were recrutt;ed, They, hoped this- effort 

WCi>Uld combat the charge that favoritism was exhibited to local students~2 

In.conclusion, the report of the investigating committee generally 

commented on the current status of·the college in the following manner: 

In our examination into the financial management of thi.s 
. institution we have found little to commend and a great deal 
to condemn, Where public officers rendered for every day. in 

. the month, including Sundays,. and then in addition collect pay 
in the territory for the.same time that they have charged the 
institution for service as an agent in some other capacity, it 
is time such officials in charge of educational institutions 
should be taught to obse.rve a, law which. is older than colleges 
and nations .83 

While these words imply that correctional measures should be taken, the 

Territorial Legislature took no positive correctional action. Instead··· 

8loT,. House Journal, (1895), p, 721. 

82Ibid,, pp, 722-724, 

83Ibid,, p, 725. 
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the body took the view that, since a new board had already been in-

stalled, there was no rieed for further recriminat;i.ons. Then, too, the 

majority of the reforms suggested by Renry Alvord and James Neal were 

left in a dormant state. Finally; the investigation of the college in-

ten1:1ified the ill-feelings exi13ting between the two major politica 1 

parties in Oklahoma. This situation developed into a contest to ·move 

the institution away from Stillwater. 

The Effort to Relocate the College 

As the legislative committee attempted to untangle the financial 

status of the college, a.battle was conducted by Payne county political 

officials to retain the institution in S.tillwater. On February Uth, 

Dr. Neal wrote to Representative Lowry urging him to sponsor a bill to 

,increase the m1mber of the college ·regents •. Re feared if the old board 

were held over "no Republican stands a ghost of a chance in the faculty 

after June, and that all the abuses that are now in the work, as to 

Upshaw, will be continued ..•. 11 84 Three days later, the Gazette reported 

that a bill had been.introduced in the Council to move the college to 

El Reno. 85 The prospects. of retaining the institution seemed bleak •.. To 

add to Stillwater' s troubles, the county courth.ouse had recently burned 

down. Shortly thereafter, Representative w.·A., Knipe, of Perkins, began 

implementing a plan to "move the ~ounty U,ne ni.ne ·miles into Lincoln 

dpunt;y and .to move the county seat to ferkins. 11 86 

84oAMC, J. C. Nea 1 to Robert Lowry, February 11,. 189 5,. "The Cunning
ham Manuscript Collection," {Oklahoma State University Library). 

85'.!h! EaE1ile-Gazette, February 14, 1895, p. 4. 

86~oaily Democrat, August 27, 1904, p. 1, 
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'.The business and political leaders of Stillwater, however, were 

· determined to.keep the city's possessions. The Sentinel warned: "When 

you tackle Stillwater and.her institutionsrou will befadng Spartans.''~7 
. - . 

The board of trade.took .the lead.in fomenting action to.keep the court-

house.· Charles·McGraw wrote·to Representative Lowry: 

If you get the. connnon gobbler started an .as$ertiori is soon 
tnade a positiv~ .fact and. conti.nues to get larger.· l<ill the 

.·Knipes Bill in. the Committee we will send money to do so. 88 
' ' ' 

By ~a:rly Mar~h, Lowry indfta.ted that the. cp~nty seat would remain. in 

Stillwater.·· ,In retµrn/F. c .. Hunt wrot.e .to Lowry thanking hi.Ill and stat~ 
.. •·. ' . -.. - . . ; 

ing a reception was b~ing prepared in his honoi" ~ 8.9 , 

The exact manner in whic~. the Representative was able to save the 
. . ·.. .· .... · . '· ... · ... · .. ·' ··. 

'college for bis cqnnnunity is not known; but, th~re is .. evidence that sug-

gests the situation ,wa.s not a.s g~ave •. as: had 'been origins lly thought. 

When the lb,cal ~oloti ran for ~lection in 1894, his popubrity was such 

that it was. rumored .he would be ~de speaker of the house of representa -

tives. In addition, tiia'ny people believed the man who held this office 

would be appointed governor after the next national elections were 

·over.90. Lowry was qpposed for .the speakership by CassiusM. Barnes, who 

had· came· .to Oklahoma Territory to work as a· clerk in the Guthrie land 

office. ln spite of the politica 1 support of s.uch stalwarts as Henry 

Asp, John Dil~e, and Frank Greer,. the Stillwaterite decided to support 

his .opponent. In return,.Bob Lowry received an important pledge from 

87The Oklahoma State Sentinel, February 14, 1895., p. 1, _,..,... .·.. . . . . 

88oAMC, C::::harles McGraw to Robert Lowry, February 24, 1895, "The Cun
ningham Manuscript Collection,'' (Oklahoma State University Library), 

... ·. 89oAMC, F. C .. Hunt. to Rob~rt Lowry,. March 6, 1895, ''The Cunningham 
Manuscript CollectiOn," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

90The Stillwater News-Press, March 18, 1963, p, 3. 
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Barnes. The former wrote: 

Now Bob, I want to be speaker,.and you are in a position to be 
of muchassistance to me, If you do help youmay be as1;1ured I 
will appreciate and remember your friendly aid in a time of 
need, and shall reciprocate in any way within my power.91 
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As it turned out, Barn.es was made speaker of the house, and later he be-

came terri toria 1 governor. A~parently the promise made to Lowry was 

. kept, for the college remained in its original .location. In addition, 

newspapers for this period do not indicate that any other serious ef-

forts to relocate the college occurred, 

Conclusion 

. . . 

The investigation of the college by the. Territorial Legislature 

illustrates the effects of Oklahoma politics on the Stillwater institu

tion of higher education. The co11(ilge was regarded as a political foot-

ball. Partisan regents were appointed who readily cooperated in divid-

·ing the spoils of office with high state.officials. On the other hand, 

the performance of the faculty during this difficult period was e~empla-

r_y. Not a single charge was levied against a member of this group. 

Moreover,. the degree of professionality ~hey exhibited during the crises 
. . 

•kept the college steadily mov:i.ng in the d:i.rection of fulfi1ling the 

institution's stated goals. 

Henry Alvord came to Okl.ahoma cognizant of the fact that the land

grant mission of the Stillwater college was not being properly imple-

mented. The nature of the criticisms and recoamendations contained in 

his report to Washington suggest that he, too, thought the faculty was 

doing a commendable job, considering the circumstances-under which they 

91Ibid. 
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had to labor. Thus he sought to decrease the power of the board of 

regents and to turn the college over to the faculty. As such, Preside.nt 

Alvord was the first individual associated wil;:h the institution to at

tempt to reward the faculty for services rendered. He·hoped to adjuat 

the salary scale, provide teaching assistants to make more time avail

able for scientific research~ and to enable the researchers to spend 

more energy in facilitating the development of local agricultural and 

horticultural societies. 

Also Alvord did not neglect the best interests of the students. He 

made an effort to upgrade instruction, to increase the number of students 

doing college-level work, and to impress upon parents the necessity of 

keeping students in classes the entire academic year. Finally, the 

president was a man to whom the students could look up. · He 'was a na':" 

tional figure,.a colorful personality, and a ded;i.cated scholar. Unlike 

his predecessor, Henry Alvord envisioned the college eventually becoming 

a "Princeton of the prairie." Although his· sojourn in Oklaho'Jll.a as presi ... 

dent was brief, he did implant the idea that academic excellence could 

be obtained even on the frontier. 

The investigating committee established by the Oklahoma Legislature 

did a remarkable job of indicating the nature of the problems which had 

slowed down progress at the institution in Stillwater. Nevertheless, the 

old political rivalries existing in the Territory prevented far-reaehing 

reforms from being obtained. The administratioq and friends of the col

lege were forced to use their energy to prevent the institution from 

being relocated instead of working for continued improvements. This 

attitude was not entirely selfish, for James Neal pointed out what could 

happen when a college got wheels. Subsequently, the collective strength 



145 

of Stillwater businessmen and college officials resulted in a victory 

for the faction supporting the present loca~ion of the college. But 

when the effort reached completion, the subject of reform was not 

broached,. as it was feared further publicity might create another un .. 

pleasant situation, Being ignorant of the institution's past hisl::ory, 

the incoming president elected to cat'ry on the work instituted by Henry 

Alvord, The battle among the board of regents, the college adminis~ra

tor, and the indigenous political parties resumed. 



. CHAPTE;R. VI. ·. 

MURDAUGH·. AND· MORROW 

The legi-slative investigation of the-·Oklah~ma. Agricultural and M~-

chanical College was sensational, but it initiated. few pelmtanent policy 
,. •; 

reforms. One reason it did not is that.most of the urgent problems had 

been solved before the cominittee convened. The revision of the founding 
. . . . 

. . 

law by the Second Territorial. Legislature occ\lrred well be.fore the inves-

.. tigation, the l>ookkeeping system set up under· the Alvorcl admi,.nistration 

received the approval of Captaini.S. H. Kelaey, .and the college se~retary 
11 . , ' 

resigned in order to accept employment in 'ah~.Oklahol.lla City judicial of~ 
I • ,,', • • 

f . . 1 · ice. The youthful . .son of a current. regent.· repla~-ecl the latter man at 

2 
the college. 

' 
Meanwhile, President Henry Alvqr.d. departed tlie camp"Qs in time to.be 

an his way to Virginia be~ore the 1895 New Year's celebration.. A subse

quent announcement in the Eagle-Gazett~_revealed the ex-president soon 
.. ·· . 3 

would join the faculty of the Vermont Agricultural CoUege. . The next. 
. . . 

year, he took charge of the newly..;created Bureau of Animal Husb.andry, a 
. •. •· •·. ·.. 4 

division of the United States Department of Agriculture. 1 · Iinmediately 

. . . . . 

1The Oklahoma: State Sentinel (Stillwater); December 5,. 18!i4., p. 1. 

·. . .. · . .·. . . . 
. . . . . , . . 3 . . . . . 

The Ea.gle·Gazette, (Stillwater), January 31, 1895, p. 4; 
. ~ . . . . 

4The .Payne County Populist (Stillwater), Al)gust l, 1895, p. l. 
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after·the Virginian's exit, a number of derogatory rumors began to cir

culate de1:1'igned to harm his public image. One of the ,,most ·:persistent 

concerned an allegation of the board.of regents that he had spent 

$5, 000. 00 of college funds without their approval. He was also accused 

of taking some books whicn. belonged to the institution's library that ha~ 

a value of $65.90. But since no formal charges were ever filed, it may 

be _assumed that the board simply wanted to emb,11rrass publicly the presi-
. :, 

dent as he had them by calling for an investigation. Then too, it is 

possible that some people in Oklahoma resented the interference of the 

secretary of agriculture in selecting the man to replace Rober.t Barker. 

The college in 1895 still remained under the direct supervision of 

the board of regents,.who were continuing their "special" relationship 

with territorial officials in high places. The next two presidents of 

the institution would have to deal with.essentially the same type of 

problems faced by Alvord. "I:he p1,1rpose of thi13 chapter is to examine the 

administrations of Edmond Dandridge Murdaugh and Ge9rge Espy Morrow in 

order to identify the methods they used to cope with tn.e situ~tion, Each 

man attempted to handle the academic dilemma differently, one meeting 

with failure and the other attaining a remarkable· degree of success. 

The Administration of Edmond Murdaugh 

The next president, Edmond Dandridge Murdaugh, the third administra-

tor of the college in four years, also c,11me to Stillwater in the midst of 

. controversy. While he stayed in the community only five months, he still 

qualifies as one of the most colorful educators to serve the Oklahoma 

populace. Dr. Murdaugh.dressed impeccably, possessed abundant charm and 

polish, and was irmn.ensely proud of the wavy steel-gray hair which adorned 
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5 his handsome head. Furthermore, he was probably the best orator in the 

Territq,ry. 

Murdaugh, the son of a Marengo county, Alabama, Episcopal clergyman, 

was descended from one of the most illustrious families of Virginia. 

Shortly after Edmond's birth, the father returned to the clan's native 

state to become bishop for the d'.i.ocese. 6 While there, the son studied 

at William and Mary College and the University of Virginia, where he pre-

pared for the teaching profession. Later, he earned a Master of Laws 

~i~gree from National University -and received a Doctor of Pedagogy certi-, 

ficate from the Maryland Board of Educat,ion.7 According to an Oklahoma 

teaching colleague, the aristocratic family background combined with a 

splendid education made Murdaugh a princ~dy character 

l:\lwc;tys ranking above his environment. .A disciplinarian of the 
old 1school, he never faltered from the position. That the, edu
cation process worked best under strict tutehge was his q1hrth
right and treasured inheritance." A southerner to the manor born, 
he never betrayed his Virginia antecedents!8 

It has often been rumored that Dr. Murdaugh received his appointment 

to head the Oklahoma Morrill college because he was the personal choice 

of Henry Alvord. But this statement may be questioned. It is doubtful 

that the ex-president had any influence left with the board. More likely 

is the possibility that Murdaugh received the position qecause of his 

eighteen years of experience in heading the institutioll of mechanic arts 

5 . 
OAMC, Frank Wikoff to Tom Hartman, November 30, 1940, "The 

Hartman Collection\," (Oklahoma State Unive~sity Library). 

6oAMC, H. E. Thompson to B. B. Chapman, June 3, 1954, "The Thompson 
Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

7Francis Coram Oakes, "Edmond Dandridge Murdaugh, 1895-1901," ((Okla
homa State University Library), p. 27. 

8 Ibid., p. 25. 
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in Eaton, Maryland, a city located on the eastern shoreo:I: Chesapeake 

Bay. 9 This school was generally regarded as .the.leading one of its kind 

in the state. In addition, the principal was widely' known for his lee-

tures on pedagogi.c and psychological topic1:1. 
I . 

A Cleveland Democrat who was appoint;ed by .a board of rege~ts having 

the same political persuasion, President Edmond Murdaugh gained immediate 

acceptance in the conununity. Upon his arrival, the editor of the.Gazette 

stated: 

President Murdaugh is a gentleman easily to be recognized 
by his polite and dignified manner .and bearings. While the. in
stitution needs sympathy in its lbi;s of Major Alvord, it should 
at the same time, be ~ongratulated on its procural of so able 
a gentlemen: as Mr. Murdaugh t;o fill his plac·e. Talents he has 
many, a prominent one of which ·~s hatµtal oratory as is shqwn 
by the master manner in which he.handles subjects which daily 
arise.10 · 

The~students concurred. The college newspaper reported that everything 

was so orderly that faculty meetings lasted only. a few minutes. _'.I'he writ
l 

er of this article continued: "It ls talked on the streets that Presi~.:: ... 

dent Murdaugh is the right man in the right pl.1:J.ce. He is always polite, 

gentlemanly, and easy on all occasions. 1111 Towatd the end of the ?C~dem-

ic year, he proved quite popular w:f.th the co11ege gitls as a numbe.r of 

. 12 
Maybaskets were deposited on the door of his home. 

The first faculty meeting conducted by the new president.occurred on 
. . . 

February 4, 18-95. Only routine problei;nswerediscussed. At'Lthe 

. :·::1 

?The Stillwater N.ews~_Pres_s,_'April·.1s, .1963,_._p·.-.3. 

lOThe Stillwater Gazette, February 28, 1895, p. l, 

· .. '.1 /ll~ !· a~d ~· College Mirror (Stillwater); .. May-- 15, 1895, Lr1.p;J . 

12Ibid. 
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subsequent weekly sessions in March, a problem in the area of student 

discipline evolved. Thirteen students were temporarily or permanently 

d . . d 13 1.sm1.sse . The single innovation in these .months was the establish-

ment of a press bureau, to be headed by Freeman Miller. The president 

undoubtedly suggested this position in order to counteract some of the 

unfavorable publicity received during the rij~ent legislative inve~tiga

. 14 ti.on. 

Near the end of the academic year some friction did occur between 

the president ~nd several members of the faculty. While the exact man-

ne:i:-.in which it arose is not knowi;t, it is logical to assume that the 

trouble again centered on the experiment station. Dr. Neal, it sµould 

be remembered, had not fared well in the report sent by Henry Alvord to 

the secretary of agricultt,1re. The station has been criticized for not 

conducting experiments in animal breeding, for giving away free seed, and 

for spending too much time on variety testing. 15 Moreover, it has been 

previously suggested that Neal aspired for the presidency of the insti-

tution. Perhaps these two considerations combined to drive a wedge be-

tween the director and the president, thereby causing members of the 

faculty to side with one or the other man. The Gazette got wind of the 

strife, bqj:.was in error in ascertaining the reason for the disagreement, 

A writer noted: 

There is something rather peculiar about the college at this 
place, which is hard for the average man to understand. There are 

13oAMC, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), pp. 201-208. 

14rbid., p. 202, 

15 O~C, Reeort of the Pref;!ident, December 31, 1894, pp. 10-12, 



presumably a dozen men employeq there who draw good salari~s. 
Their duties are not cmn~rsome, and, to the outside world~. · 
it appears' that as soon a.s a man has been duly e'hcted and 
installed in that institution his head begins to swell, and 
not satisfied with a good thing when he has it, seeks to 
breed discord in the prem:J.ses and it1- ~onsequence has the 
entir_e instit;:ution in a turmoil. 16 
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The board of regents had about as much understanding of the situa-

tion as the uni~entified newspaper writer. Captain S. H. Kelsey, who , 
i . . . 

replaced John Clark as president of the .board.in Marcµ, was a former 

businessman and now a member of the Legi.slature. 17. He thought. there was 

perhaps jealousy between the new and old faculty ip.embers. His business 

background dictated a simple and practical soluti-0n. Kelsey proposed_to 

fire the higher paid senior professors and restaff the institution with 

18 · less expensive personnel. In a short period of tiine, the following 

changes ,.were discussed and implemented: 0,) P:r:esa.dent Murdaugh was in-

formed ha would not be r:ehired; (2) James Neal was relieved of his duties 

as director of the experiment station and made a professor-of natural 

science, receiving a $500.00 cut in s~_lary; (3) Frank Waugh and Alexander ,. 

Magruder were released; (4) and finally, the college farmer was notified 

· 19 
that hi-s services were no longer needed. 

The initial reaction concerning these measure~ came from the faculty. 

Professor H. E, Thompson, whQ was absent from the campus, heard the news 

of the reorganization from his friend Freeman Miller by letter. He 

replied:· 

16The Stillwater Gazette, July 4, 1895, p. 2. 

17~ Payne County Populist, August 1, 1895, p. 1. 

18The Stillwater· Gazette, July 4, 1895, p.2. 

1~ The Payne County Populist, July 18, 1895, p .. 1; ~ Payne County 
Populist, July 4, 1895, p. 1; ~ Stillwater . Gazette, J1,1ly 4, 1895, p.1. 



\ 

152 

Heavans and Dante! What an avdanche has swept down upon 
the faculty. Are our feet on the rock or are we on the sinking 
sand? . The mi 11 of the gocls grind' slow, but they grind to powder. 20 

Even vacationing students were di-sturbed. Several wrote to friends on 
. I 

- , 21 
the faculty requesting an explanaUon of the recent events.· 

The local newspapers also reacted to the changes. Many of them re-

g:rett.ed the fact that with.both Waugh ~nd Magruder gone, the experiments 
' ' . 

in progress at the station wou~d l)e lo:st; but the· -r.eal contrqversy fo~ 

cused on the_ release of Dr. -_ Murdaugq.. The Guthrd.-e Leader began the 
~' .. 

que·stio-ping. - A writer of editorials that were publ:i,.shed in late June and 

2arl:y·. July charged that an unholy alliance had turned out the executive, 

He bdieved that Governor Renfrow desired t9 keep Murdaugh, but that Cap-

tain Kelsey, backed by James Neal and Tazewe,l~ Upshaw, obt;iined the 
. ~· .. 

d .. - l 22 1sm1-ssa .. Kelsey decided_ he must refute t~ese charges in order to 

maintain the- integrity of the-board of .regen,ts. In a communication to 

.·the editor of the ·Gazette, he gave his side -of the af£B.ir1 

Captain Kelsey suggested first that Preside.nt Murda~gh or a close 

friend of his had wriften th~ article in the L.eader,, He asserted 'next 

that it was the -regents who w~~e charged wi.th r\lnning the ·stillwater\~n-

stituti.on. Hence, they were the. ,ones to judge the actions ,of subordi-

nates. _At the same time, however~ he ass·erted that politics had nothing 

to do wi.th the aforementioned changes. The legi.slato:r also be·lieved that 

20oAMC, H. E. Thompson t:o Freeman Miller., July 2., 1895, "The Cun
ningham Manuscript Collection," (Oklahoma State Universi-ty Library). 

21 -
For example, see OAMC, c;:,. _ E. _ Regnier to Freeman Miller, July 7, 

1895, "The Cunningl:tam Manuscript Collection," (Oklahoma State Unive'.rsity 
Library). 

22rhe Guthrie Leader, July 30, l895, ,[n.p.J; ~ -Guthrie Leade,r, 
July 2,1895, [n.p.J. 



had Govrt:'nor Jlenfrow attended the meeting ·Of the regen-t~ when the·re

organization had taken pla'ce, the Oklahoma chief executive would have 

concur.red in the ,actfon. ~a·s t: ly, the ex- furni i:ure ·'dealer got to the 

crucial point, 
. • .• ' 23: 

Murdaugh had been.fired for i~ral conduct. 

This was a serious char.g~; . thus an attempt was made to prove it. 
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It was ·common kno'\N'ledge in 'the 'S.tillt,,ater c!)lillnun.i.ty J;hat s·ome' of. ~r

daugh' s pe·rsona.l · activities wei·e not within the normal realm of conduct. 

F9r ins,tance, two months after he ar.rived in tl;le locali.ty, he had been 

invited by the ·forme.r pre,sident uf the -board of regen_t-s to go .along with 

the ''boys" on a camping trtp en Stillwater -Cteelt. The party took along 

.a generous ,supply of the f~vbrit~ ;frontier refreshment. TheJl, according. 

to an early resident,· the.· trolible begal;l,~- .. Thb man wrote: 

..• the Doctor was not a strict abstainer. · During the festive 
hours of the night someone took shears and cropped his wavy 
locks, leaviJlg abundant evidence of l:iow it was done. Next 

· morning h~-. got the barber up early and had his head smoothly 
clipped~25 · 

The Sentinel had reported this incident in the paper inMay. 25 Now 
·:,; · ... 

Captain Kelsey revealed that other such incidents existed. He wrote; 

Reports came to members of the.board from sources which 
we had to accept as true that Professor Murdaugh had on several 
occasions since being president of the college had been under 
the influence of H4uor and especially on one occasion he was 
so 1f1UCh that he attracted atteJltion of the people of a neigh
boring city in such a way as to bring comments on his actions 
from a Sunday School superint;:endent before his school as an 
illustration of the disgrace and effects of int~mperance; that 
he had appeared in his hotel on several occasions under the 

23Th 1 . · __;:. Sti.l !fate~: <;;azette, July 18, 1895, pp .. 1-2. 

24 . . · 
. OAMC, Frank W:i..koH to Tom Hartman, November 30, 1940, "The 

Hartman Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

25 .. · · 
· The Okl1;Lhoma_\State,Sen.l;:inet;· May 9,.l~95L_.[n.p .• J. 



influence of liquor; tht he was in the habit of sending out 
and buying liquor, and keeping it in his room.26 
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The former Kansan concluded his ~pnnnents by saying if the evidence of the 

bpard had been insufficient before the president's release, they were vin-

dicated by his actions on the evening he learned of their decision. The 

e:itilcutiye, was charged with appearing on the streets of Stillwater, in the 

saloons, and at his hotel in "a ma4~lin condition from the effects of 

liquor. 1127 

There are very few remaining documents which pertain to the admini-

stration of Edmond Murdaugh. It is therefore difficult to ascertain if 

the charges levied against the colorful Virginian were entirely true. 28 

Nevertheless, there are circumstances which. suggest that the accusations 

may have been slightly exaggerated in order to make a desired political 

change. First, it will be remembered that Ciptain s. H. Kelsey, a veter-

an of the Union Army, was a prominent member of the Republican party in 

Oklahoma when he replaced Democrat John Clark as head of the board of 

regents two months after Murdaugh assumed office. It was not unusual in 

the midwest for such vicissitudes to signal sweeping academic changes. 

For example~in 1896, when Populists and Democrats succeeded ;in capturing 

control of the Kansas State Agricultural and Mechanical College, the con-

tracts for all the faculty as well as the president of the institution 

26The Stillwater Gazette, July 18, 1895, pp. 1-2·. 

27Ibid., p. 2. 

28Two acquaintances of Edmond Murdaugh, Robert Cunningham and Joe 
Hurt, indicated to the writer in personal interviews that Murdaugh in la
ter life did not use alcoholic beverages to excess. They maintain that 
he was merely a social drinker. In addition, both men testified to the 
fact that the president was a staunch Democrat. Personal interview with 
Robert Cunningham, April 15, 1967; personal interview with Joe Uurt, 
March 29, 1967. 
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29 were cancelled. The political turmoil surrounding the Morrill college 

in Stillwater was not altogether unlike the situation in Manhattan. Sec-

ond, President Murdaugh, after being relieved of his duties at Stillwater, 

did not leave the territory but remained in Oklahoma to render yeoman ed-

ucational service to his adopted state. At the suggestion of Harry 

Thompson, he immediately assumed the presidency of the Central State 

Normal College, which institution boasted the largest student enrollment 

30 in the state. In later years, he organized the Northwestern Normal 

School at Alva, became superintendent of the Woodward school system, re-

turned to Maryland to head the Frostburg Normal School, returned to Okla-

homa to head the Oklahbma Military Academy at Claremore, was elected 

chief executive of the Southeastern State College, and finally ended his 

31 
long career as professor of psychology at Central State. If Murdaugh 

had possessed an iIUiru?ral character, as the regents charged, he probably 

would not have been able to secure such prestigious academic positions. 

At no other point in the records pertaining to his academic career was 

the pres,ident accused of improper conduct. 

The treatment accorded President Edmond Murdaugh, Experiment Station 

Director James Neal, and Professors Alexander Magruder and Frank Waugh 

was not unlike the experiences of many other individuals involved in 

land-grant education at the time. 'l'hese institutions were born of 

29Richard Hofstadter and Walter Metzger,~ Development of 
Academ~c Freedom~ the United States (New York, 1955), p.424. 

30Harry Thompson, "The Territorial Presidents of Oklahoma A. and M. 
College,"~ Chronicles£!. Oklahoma, XXXII (1955), pp. 355-356. 

31Francis Coram Oakes, "Edmond Dandridge Murdaugh, 1895-1901," , 
(Oklahoma State University Library), pp. 25-26, Professor Oakes attri
butes Murdaugh's frequent moves to the throes of Oklahoma politics, not 
misconduct. 
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political compromise and existed in an environment dominated by the some-

times ruthless men of the business world; thus the often dedicated lead~: 

ers were frequently treated badly. President David Boyd of the Louisiana 

Agricultural College wrote in his diary that one year his institution had 

no appropriations, was in debt, and had no credit. Furthermore, he was 

reduced to wearing his Confederate overcoat to shield his body from the 

cold wintry winds. 
32 

Yet he stayed, hoping for brighter tomorrows. At 

more prominent agricultural colleges and universities, such as Cornell, 

the members of the administration and faculty were treated somewhat bet-

ter. Andrew White, for instance, once remarked it was better to have a 

33 splendid faculty in a barn than an insufficient faculty in a palace. 

In spite of the fact that Edmond Murdaugh met an untimely academic 

death in Stillwater, his administration may have had some lastinghist;or-

ical importance. Dt, Murdaugh was not an agriculturalist, and his immed-

iate quarrel with the faculty was against those who were. It seems likely, 

in view of the president's eighteen years at the mechanical institute in 

Eaton, Maryland, that he hoped to upgrade the po~ti9n of the land-grant 

mission which had been slighted in the past. It is interesting to note 

that such courses were offered by the next administration. George Espy 

Morrow, Murdaugh's successor, was known as a man who leaned toward the 

agricultural side of the A. and M. mission. Hence, it is logical to 

assume that the handsome Virginian laid the groundwork for instruction 

in the mechaµic arts. If so, the Murdaugh administration marked the end 

of the agricultural college and the beginning Qf a multi_.purpose institution. 

32Allan Nevin$, The State Universities and Democracy (Urbana, 1962), 
p. 81. 

33Ibid., p. 48. 
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Meet George Morrow 

Professor George Morrow, along with Liberty Hyde Bailey and Eugene 

Hilgard, was one of the American academicians who struggled to make agri-

1 d d · 34 Wh'l h f i d cu ture accepte as a mo ern science. 1 et e ormer man rece ve a 

classical education at the Maineville Academy, from which he graduated in 

35 1856, and a law degree from the Vniversity of Michigan ten years later, 

Morrow early in his career evidenced a deep interest in empirical scienca 

He first gained his vast agricultural knowledge by editing such distin-

guished publications as:-Western Fartner, Western Rural, and American Agri-

1 1 .. 36 cu tura.ist~ He decided to enter the teaching profession in 1876, 

accepting an invitation to become associated with the lowa Agricultural 

37 
College. 

At Ames. Professor Morrow began an academic .career which would make 

him in the next quarter of a century one of the leading agriculturalists 

in the nation. After he agreed to fill the chair of agriculture, the 

Progressive Farmer. reported Morrow had been chosen with singular unanim:-e .: 

ity and further stated that no one "ever embarked in a difficult enter-

prise with so universal a confidence on the part of the public that he 

38 would achieve success." The professor, however, did not fulfill the 

writer's expectations, for he left the same year to occupy a sitnilar 

34rbid., p. 64. 

35Thompson, pp. 364-368. 

36rbid.; OAMC, H, E, Thompson to B. B. Chapman, June 3,. 1954, "The 
Thompson Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

37 
Thompson,, p .. 364. ... ·. ·:,. . ., (" .,-. 

38quoted from Earle Dudley Ross, A History of the Iowa State Colle~e 
of Agriculture and~ Mechanic~ (Ames,. 1942"5"7 ~1~ 
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position at the state industrial school in Illinois. 39 This institution 

would be his~home for the next two decades. 

At Urbana Morrc;,w developed an international reputation,, subsequently 

serving as professor -of agriculture, dean of: agriculture, and director of 

h · · 4o H h · d h f f d . . . t e experiment station. · e c ampione t e cause o arm e ucation in 

~i~ .state. Nevertheless, the number of agricultural,students in his 

classes steadily declined. Industrial courses were becoming more popular 

than agriculturally-oriented courses. He therefore decided to stump.l the.: .,,, 

state to popularize scientific agriculture and to search for students. 

His travels eventually absorbed so m1,1ch of his t:i,me that a teaching 

assistant . was: provided to cover his classes at the university. 41 In 

the end, however, he met defeat. Thus.when the inv;i..tation to head the 

Oklahoma land-grant college arrived, h,e accepted, thinking the chances 

for increasing agricultural instruction there would be more favorable. 

Therefore he proceeded to Stillwater. 

President Morrow brought with him to Oklahoma many years of valuable 

experience in the academic· and :journalistic worlds, an exceptional abil-

ity to work with the public, the results -of his tl;'avels in Denmark, Eng-

land, and Holland, and in addition one more important item, his family. 

Morrow became the first pl;'esident of the _Oklahoma land-grant ins:titution 

to bring his wife and childl;'en, thereby indicating he regarded the 

39usDA, OES, Miscellane,ous Bulletin No. 99, Pro·ce,edings of the 
Fourteenth Annual Convention of the Association £.!.American Agricultural 

·colleges·a.nd Experiment Stations (Washington, 1902); p. 94. 

~OWinton Solberg, "The University of Illinois Struggles for Public 
Recognition, Journal of the Illinois State Histo.rical Society, LIX 
(1966), p •. 21, 24. -. -

41 Ibid. 
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position as a permanent one. At last, the college was to have a fir.st 

lady. His only apparent disadvantage was advanced age.42 

The Educational Philosophy of George Morrow 

George Morrow brought a definite philosophy of agricultural educa-

tion to Oklahoma. His presidential address to the Association of Ameri-

can Agricultural College and Experiment Stations in 1894, one year before 

he came to Stillwater, was regarded by Alfred True as "the beginning of 

43 
a deeper interest in the method of teaching agriculture." ln this 

speech, he presented a current analysis o{ the status of. agriculture:in 

the nation and reconnnended a program designed to cure persistent irrita-

ting proble:ins. 

The widely-acclaimed professor from Illinois believed that agricul
. 44 

ture constituted the basic industry of the world. · At that time iri the 

United States, the extent and rapidity of agricultural changes were 

threatening the primacy of industry. Morrow, as would any modern rural 

sociologist, recognized in the 1890's the drain from the country to the 

city, and the drain from older lands to newer lands in the west;· farmers 

who were hurt by the depression, or were past their prime, were moving to 

•t• 45 ci ies. In his opinion, such trends were a mistake. Therefore, a 

vital function of the agricultural and mechanical colleges was to 

42oAMC, H. E. Thompson to B. B. Chapman, June 3, 1954,."The 
Thompson Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

43Quoted from~ College Paper (Stillwater), October 1, 1900, p .. 7.0. 

44usDA, OES, Miscellaneous Bulletin No. 24~ Proceedings of the 
Eighth Annual €onvention2f ~he Association .2f American Agricuitural 
Colleges and Experiment Stations (Washington, 1895), p. 26~ 

45Ibid.,. p .. 27. 
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alleviate the problems of the&e peoples. To do this important task, 

agriculturalists needed better methods of technical instruction. To ac-

complish this objective, Morrow suggested that the secretary of agricul-
; 

ture help sy&tematize and coordinate technical agricl.lltural instruction. 

In the future, land-grant colleges should introduce new crops in order 

to increase the variety of agricultural prodllcts and to find new uses for 

the crops that were already being produced. 46 

Upon arriving to assume the duties of hi,.s new position, President 

Morrow explained to Oklahomans more specifically what the functions of a 

land-grant institution should be. First, the colleges were ''founded and 

endowed for the undertaking·and the performance of limited and specified 

47 labors." These labors were not in the common ordinary sense general 

education. Second, the Morrill institutions were not so much "for the 

accommodation of the individual, as for the ultimate benefit of the 

public. 1148 Third, the new president classified higher educational estab-

l.ishments into three categories: (1) the general; (2) the professional; 

(3) the industrial. 49 According to th;is scheme, the agricultural col-

leges would necessarily take the;ir place under the last division. In 

this regard, he stated: 

The work of the Agricultural College has to do in the larg
est sense with the earth as a producer; as a. fruit and grain
grower; as a nourisher; upon which man and the animals that 
serve him and the flowers and grasses that delight him, feed 
and floui;-ish .... the Industrial institution has as its paramount 
purpose to give its students the largest use of their brains 

46Ibid. ,;, p. 32 . 

47The ~· and~· College Mirror, September 16, 1895, p. 6. 

·48Ibid. 

49 Ibid .. 



and bodies in the actual industrie$; to enable them to use 
every power whose possibilities nature has bequeathed to them; 
to join the trained mind and the trdned hand. together for the 
conquering of the world, for t!he subjugat;ion of the hostile 
forces of nature. This special purpose; which may be ca.Ued 
the 'manu-mentd,' may well be termed the highest. 50 
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While the executive thought agric~ltural education was the highest of 

the three forms of enlightenment, he believed the other two categories 

should not be excluded. On the contrary, the three togethel;' formed an 

1 h h h .b i d 51 educationa trinity w ic oug t to e cont nue. 

In a speech delivered to one of the first meetings of the Associa-

tion of American Agricultural Colleges and.Experiment Stations, :Profes .. 

sor Morrow espoused his idea of t;he relationship between.the agricultural 

colleges and the experiment stations. He thought the chief function of 

the colhge was to teach that which was known rather than to invest;:i.gate. 

By the same token, then, the experiment station was to conduct agricul-

tural investigations instead of teaching, Thus, in Morrow's mind, these 

two organizations could give a uniqueness to land .. grant colleges which 

would be difficult for other institutions to duplicate, 52 Tq.ree 'years 

later, in a paper entitled "The Relation of Teaching to Experimental 

Work," Morrow explained how the work .of these two uniti;i could, be coordi-

nated. He said: 

Keep the college and station side by side in intimate and cor
dial relations, as two helps to one end. Let the teacher care
fully study the experiments now in progress as well as those 
grown venerable with age, and make use of them as object les
lons. Let there be the freest con~ultation between the teacher 

50rbid., PP· 6-7. 

Sllbid., p. 7. 

52usDA, OES, Miscellaneous Bulletin No. 1, Proceedings£!~ Second 
Annual Convent:i,.on of the Association ££. .American Agricultural Colleges 
and Experiment Stations (Washingto11, 1889), p. 44. · '· 
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and experimenter, and so far as it is practicable without in
jury to his assigned work, let each help and work in the 
other's field. 53 

In order to implement his ideas in Oklahoma, the agriculturalist decided 

to assume the directorship of the experiment st.ation as well ,i;1s the 

presidency of the college. 

The Administration of George Morrow 

George Espy Morrow served as president of the Oklahoma Agricultural 

and Mechanical College from July, 1895 to June, 1899, He was the first 

college executive at Stillwater to serve as lopg as he wanted to. 54 

There are some.occasional hints·from.some of his associates that he would 

have liked to continue for another year, but an active U.fe had sapped 

his vigor and enthusiasm. His presidency, therefore, was to mark the 

end of a distinguished career in agriculture. Tq.e m,llllerous accomplish-

ments and professional prestige he acquired du,ring his adult life en-, 

titled him to be called the nation's "first gentleman of agriculture." 

An initial contribution of President Morrow was his incessant travel 

on behalf of the college to overcome the stigma of the legislative in-

vestigation, to procure students of good quality, and to establish formal 

extension courses which served to strengthen the ties betwerin the inst;i.-

tution and the public. During his first month in office, he.spoke in 

Oklahoma City, delivered in Stillwater a public lecture entitled "Some 

Privileges of College Students," and addressed teacher's meetings in 

53usnA, OES, Miscellaneous aulletin No. 7, Proceedings of the Fifth 
Annual Convention of~ Association~ American Agric~ltura-r-c~eges 
~ Experiment Stations (Washington~ 1892), p. 68. · 

54 Thompson, p. 368. 
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Perry, Oklahoma City, El Reno, and Pond Creek. In addition, he attended 

a farmer's institute in Guthrie and i:ipp~at;"ed at a meeting of the local 

horticultural society in OkiahomaCity. 55 · In October, the president 

gave a brief press rele8seto the.editor of the Gazette stating that he 

wanted Oklahoma residents to feel the college had a mission of public 

service.· Specifically, he said: "It is the desire of; college author-

ities to make the college a helpfui influence to tlle conununity as a 

whole. Citizens will always be welcome as visitors to all pl,iblic exer-

56 cises .. " Just befpre the annual Christmas .vacation, the chief .executive 

and his wife met with more farmers'· gatherings in Guthrie, Oklahoma City, 

and El Reno. 57 .such activities were continued throughout the remainder 

of the academic year. 

The college gadfly, Harry Thompson, attended most of the.se· meetings 

as the personal secretary of the,president. Besides admiring his super

ior's warm personality, Professor Thompson was quite impressed with 

Morrow's speaking abilities. He called.his·lectures "epics of science," 

and ~ndicated that when he spoke "he. showed his superiority over the 

heads of the other i.n:stitutions. 1158 Eventually these speeches paid off, 

for by the end of the first year of his presidency :M:orrow had .obtained 
. . . 

. . . . . . . 

widespread public support and recognition fo:r the Stillwater agricultur-

al institution. 

55 . .. ·.· . · 
The Stillwater Gazette, August 22, 1895, p. 6; The Stillwater 

Gazette~ptember 26,. 1895, p. l; The A .. and?!· CoUe°ieMirror, Septem-
ber 16, 1895, p. 13. . ~ .... 

56The Stillwater Gazette, Octob,et 17, 1895, p. 3. 

57The Stillwater Gazette, December, 12, 189.5, p. 3; 

58 · 
· OAMC, H, E. Thompson to B. B. Chapman, June 3, 1954, "The 

Thompson Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 
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The following year Morrow reduced the number of his personal appear-

ances throughout the state and encouraged his fac1,1lty. to assume more re-

sponsibilities of this type. Som¢ citizens, such as a Stillwater 

newspaper editorial wdter, had charged tha.t the .bulletins published by 

the local experiment station were too technical and that the average 

. 59 far1Der could not understand them; ·The president thought that extended 
. . 

personal contacts could eliminate su~h criticisms and were .also desirable 

because "in a country with so many important andµnsettled problems as 
. . . 60 

has Oklahoma, such meetings should be of.great value." The last year 

of the Morrow administration provided many illustrations of the fruits 
. . . . . . 

of these efforts. For example, fo~l agricultural extension courses 
. . .·. 

were regularly scheduled in Shawnee, Newk,:l.rk, Hennessey, Perkins, and 

Perry. 61 For the first time in the history of the institution, th.e pub-
. . 

lie service concept o.f the land-grant mission was impleI!lented. 

In order to.continue offering such $ervices,. President Morrow needed 

to impress upon the board of regents the need of e gooci faculty; In this 

regard, he was fortunate to have two board presidents who had known him 
. . 

at other.institutions. Robert Lowry, the colorful Payne couµty lawyer, 

became acquainted with him whUe Morrow was ..it the Iowa Agricultural .Col-

62 lege. · When Lowry left to fight in the Spanish-American War, Frank 

Wikoff replaced him as head of the board of.regents. Wikoff first struck 

an acquaintanceship with Morrow while the latter was on the faculty of 

59The. Stillwater Gazette, June 17, 1897, P· 2. 

60The Stillwater Gazette, October 24, 1896, p. 2. 

61 The Stillwater Gazette, November 24, 1898, p. 1 ... 

62 h 
.~M· College Mirror, April, 1898, 7. Te A. P· --
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h U . . f 111 · . 63 t e n1vers1ty o 1no1s. Having a great deal of confidence in the 

college executive's abilities, these two men permitted him a relatively 

free rein. 

The faculty members who were recruited by these new administrators 

were selected for their academic backgrounds, not their pol'itical alle-

giances. In fact, Morrow made a concerted effort to take the ini=ititution 

completely out of territorial politics. On October 26, 1896, for in-

stance, a connnunication was issued to Hays Hamilton, the Secretary of 

the Democratic Free Silver Committee, stating that the faculty would not 

endorse the candidacy of a fromer A. and M. graduate, Arthur Adams, for 

1 . · 1 ff" 64 po 1t1ca o ice, The new academic appointees were most often selected 

from out of the state, and such favorable employment conditions prevailed 

that the majority of them stayed until statehood. These were the men who 

ushered in the "Golden Age," as many of the local people called the later 

65 successful administration of Angelo C. Scott. 

The incoming faculty members were chiefly drawn from the older and 

better established land-grant colleges. Some of the more outstanding 

were: (1) E. E. Bogue, botany and entomology, a graduate of Ohio State. 

University; (2) J. W. Fields, chemistry and physics, a graduate of Penn-

sylvania State College; (3) J. F. Bone, agriculturalist, a graduate of 

Ohio State University; (4) L. L. Lewis, veterinary medicine, a graduate 

of Iowa Agricultural College; and (5) R. E. Chandler, m.echanical 

63oAMC, Frank Wikoff to Tom Hartman, November 30, 1940, "The Hartman 
Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

64oAMC, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), p. 264. 

65 
OAMC, Frank Wikoff to Tom Hartman, November 30, 1940, "The Hart-

man Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 
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engineering, a graduate of S.tevens Insti.tute of l'echnology and Cornell 

U . . . .66 
m.versity. Shortly after Morrow's retirement, and before the incom-

ing president was installed, a graduate of William and Mary College and 

a man highly reconnnended by Alfred.True were also appointed to the fac-

67 ulty. The most important academic appointment of this period, however, 

was that of Dr. Angelo Scott, a graduate of the University of Kansas and 

68 
the Columbian School of Law. These new men, with the president's ap-

proval, gradually assumed more and more the responsibility for rtinnin~ 

the institution. It eventually came to the point where they delegated 

69 
power to the president, not the reverse. The climax of therecruitment 

and retention program occurred during the first week of June, 1898. The 

Stillwater Gazette reported that "the entire faculty was.re-elected.for 

h .. 70 anot er·year .•.. This marked the first time such an incident had hap-

pened at the college, and the action must be regarded as a. high tribute 

to the leadership of the fourth president of the Oklahoma Agricultural 

and Mechanical College. 

The most difficult. problem the new ·president S:nd ~aculty had to face 

concerned the matter of financing the growing college. In 1895, Governor 

66 The!·~~· College Mirror, March 16; 1896, pp, 5-6; The Still-
water Democrat, September 2, 1898, Cn,p.J; ~ !¢.· and~· College Mirror, 
June 15; 1896, p. 12. 

67 11!! College Paper, October 1,· 1899, p. 59. 

68 · 1 h i. 1 ) Portrait~ Biographical Record .2.f Oka oma (Ch cago, 901 , 
p. 817. 

69The delegation of power to the president usually involved only 
routine disciplinary.actions, but it.still symbolized the increasing im~ 
portance of the faculty. For specific instances, see OAMC, "Minutes of 
the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University Library), pp. 201, 207, 
216 , . 2 66 , 2 7 6 . 

70The Stillwater Gazette, June 8, 1898, p. 3. 
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C. M. Barnes reported to the secretary of the interior that the Still. 

water institution had received for that year approximately $20,000.00 
. . 

from the federal government, of which.$14,701.00 belonged to the experi-

ment station. 71 These funds were hardly sufficient to support an1
: insti-

tution that had nearly two hundred students and carried on an e:ktensive 

adult; education.program. Besides the federal funds, the college obtained 

a small amount of money from the sale of crops grown on the station lands 

in addition to the funds sporadically provided by the territorial legis-

latures. 

Under the Morrow administration another source of money was ob-

tained, but the amount fltictuated so much it was nearly impossible to 

plan in advance for its expenditure. These funds came from the leased 

lands of the Cherokee Strip. 72 In 1893, the Congress empowered the presi-

dent of the United States to reserve certain lands in _the Oklahoma Pan-

handle for such pur~oses as the territorial legislature might designate. 

Consequently, sections thirteen and thirty-three in each township were 

leased with the proceeds reserved for public improvements. 73 A year 

later, the same national body created a committee consisting.of the 

governor, the secretary of the territory, and the superintendent of pub

lic instruction to supervise the leasing of th_is land, 74 A pcirtion of 

71oT, Report£! tpe Governor .2f Oklahoma!£~ Secretary of the 
Interior for ~ ~ 1895 (Washington, 1896), p. 9; · 

72s4th Congress, 2nd Session, U. S. House of Representatives, Docu
xnent No. 5. Report o-f the Secretary of the Interior, Vol. III (Washing-
ton, 1896)~ p. 4Z9, · . . · · 

73oT, Bienni_al Report of. the Secretary of the Board for Leasing 
School Lands!£ ili, Governor.£! Oklahoma Territory _!.2!:. the Year EL 1898 
_(Guthrie, 1898), p, 3~ · · · 

74Ibid., p. 4. The committee·.natned was only temporary. They were 
to act until the Oklahoma_ Legislature had passed _laws concerning the use 
of the leased.lands. 
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this revenue was divided between the Oklahoma institutions of higher 

education. 

In 1897, the funds received by the Stillwater college from leased 

lands amounted to about $7,500.00. 75 Tl).e next two years the figure 

· 76 77 dropped to $5,038.90 and $900.00, respectively. The extreme decrease 

the third year brought an immediate reaction from the president and the 

board of regents. The annual report at ·the end of the fiscal year con-

tained this statement: "The opinion .·that this institution is well pro

vided with funds rests on a false assumption .... 1178 · Then the report con-

eluded with questioning whether Oklahoma Territory was fulfilling its 

pledge made to the federal government in 1890. 

Some progress was made in the next year in securing a larger part 

of the leased land revenues, but simultaneously another serious financial 

reversal occurred. The segregation issue, which had been receiving con-

siderable attention in the deep south, now came to the conversational 

surface in QklahoJ!lS. As early as 1895, a student of the A. and M. in-

stitution reported members of the Negro race had requested admittance to 

Central State No;rm.al School, Then the student stated: "This disturbing 

question has not yet arisen here, but it is coming up for solution 

75oT, Exhibit "B", Third.Annual Report£! the Territorial Treasurer 
!£ the Governor of Oklahoma for~ Years .!.§21 and~ (Guthrie, 1897), 
p. 9. 

76oT, 8iennial Reports of~ Board . .£.!. Regents, Clerk and Treasurer 
of~ Territorial Agricultural and Mechanical College, Session of 1897-
1898 (Guthrie, 1898), p. 50, 

77 
~ !· and M;, College Mirror, January, 1898, p. 5. 

78oT, Biennial.Reports of~ Board££, llegents, Clerk~ Treasurer 
of~ Territorial Agricultural and Mechanical College, Session of 1897-
1898 (Guthrie, 1898), p. 39. 
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79 soon." Two years later, the Okl~homa Legislature responded to the 

situation. 

T~king advantage o.f the provision of the Se.cond Morrill Act which 

permitted segregation in land,...grant institutions, the lawmakers decided 

to create a secop.d agricultural college for persons of the colored race. 

l'ben, too, the institution was also to combine instruction in teacher 

tra:i.p.:i.ng. Ip.stead, however, of providing separate funds for the Colored 

Agricultural and Normal University of the Territory of Oklahoma at 

Langston, as it was called, the Legislat'Qre decided the Stillwater col-

lege should immediately give Langston the sum of $15,000.00,and hence-

forth the federal land-grant funds would be shared on a percentage basis 

wj.th the new educational establishment. 80 

The Stillwater populace generally supported the creation of Langston 

University.·. The Gazette piously announced: "Won't it be a benefit to 

the farmers of the Territory to have two experiment stations, one at 

81 Stillwater. and one at Langston, twenty miles from each otheJ;'," The 

college stµdents were more realistic. A reporter for the campus news-

~paper questioned if it were possible to combine agricultural and normal 

instruction under the same roof, but he wished the new institution good 

82 
luck. Twp months later another Aggie penned a connnent published short-

ly after the cornerstone was laid for the initial Langston University 

79The College Mirror, May 15, 1895, [n.p.J. This student did not 
realize, as has been stated in Chapter IV, that a Negro girl named Jack
son had applied for admittance to the college during the 1893-1894 
academic year. 

SOOT, Session Laws of Oklahoma, (1897), pp. 67-68. 

81rhe Stillwater Gazette, April 1, 1897, p. 2. 

82The A· and!!· College Mirror, January, 1898, p. 9. 
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building. He said: "Abstractly considered, colored people have a right 

to attend the schools for the whites, but, in view of existing feeling or 

83 
prejudice, it seems better to provide separate schools." 

The loss of federal revenues, in addition to the general inadequate 

attention given to the institution in the past, relegated the Stillwater 

college to a low place in statistical land-grant ratings, both those 

prepared by the federal government and those by private institutions. 

For instance, according to Alfred True's calculations there were sixty-

four land-grant colleges and universities in the United States in 1898, 

84 
of which fourteen were exclusively for Negroes. The college in Payne 

county, using figures provided by the department of agriculture, ranked 

in the lowest five percent of the statistical ratings in number of stu-

dents, in value of permanent funds and equipment, in general revenue, 

85 
and in equipment additions for the year. These measurements were also 

borne out by charts and graphs prepared by the administration of the 

Pennsylvania State College. Its study placed the Stillwater institution 

forty-eighth in assessed valuation of property, forty-second in fixed 

appropriations, the same in total yearly appropriations, fortieth in 

fixed state appropriations, and twenty-eighth in equipment owned. 86 If 

these sets of statistics were correct, the Oklahoma Agricultural and 

Mechanical College ranked lower than many of the all-Negro colleges. 

83The ~· and!!· College Mirror, April, 1898, p. 9. 

84Ibid. 

85usDA, OES, Bulletin No. 51, Statistics£!. the Land-Grant Colleges 
and Agricultural Experiment Stations in~ United States for~ Year 
Ended June; 1897 (Washington, 1898), pp. 10-27. 

86p 1 · S 11 A 1 f 1897 ennsy vam .. a tate Co ege, nnua Report, Session o · 
(Harrisburg, 1898), pp. 8-11. 
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Herein lies the true tragedy of the creation of Langston University. The 
,, ' 

Stillwater college lost valuable revenue which could have assisted Presi-

dent Morrow to continue to upgrad~ the institution. This is to say noth-

ing of the lower level of instruction offered at the colored center of 

higher education in.Oklahoma. 

In an attempt to counteract such conditions,. President Morrow began 

an intensive effort to increase the physical facilities. of the college. 

At the end of the 1894-1895 academic year; Dr. James Neal had pointed out 

that the "present college building was too small to acconunodate the 

87 classes." At the same time, he urged the construction of a chemical 

laboratory, which should be.separate from.the classrooms, a building for 

mechanic arts, a library, a museum, a biological room and an insectory 

for the natural sciences, and a greenhouse for the·horticultural depart-

88 
ment. Ayear later, with Morrow at the helm., the student college news-

paper reissued a similar plea. The pertinent article concluded: "The 

time has now arrived in the history of this institution when its further 

expansion 'must be seriously crippled unless more ample provision is made 

for buildings and other necessary equipment. 1189 

Similar statements were also issu~d frequently during the academic 

year 1897-1898. In September, a lengthy campus paper article, which was 

composed from information provided by George Morrow, again detailed the 

needs of the institution. The new list requested (1) quarters for the 

department of domestic econQmy; (2) a building and equipment for the 

87The !!:_.~~-College Mirror~ May 15, 1895, [n.p.J. 

88Ibid. 

89The !!:_. and~· College Mirror, June 15, 1896, p. 8. 
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department of mechanical arts; (3) a botanical and entomological labora-

tory for the station; (4) an additional chemical and physical science 

laboratory for the college; (5) a study room adjacent to the library; 

(7) a dairy building, laboratory, and experiment room for the college 

and station; (8) increased recreational facilities; (9) a museum; (10) a 

printing shop; (11) and additional library space. 90 Seven months later, 

the regents took constructive action. On March 21, 1898, plans were 

discussed for the erection of a mechanical arts building. 91 On April 

13th, it was also decided to add instruction in stenography, typewriting, 

bookkeeping, foreign languages, and music. 92 This expansion implied a 

willingness to provide extra space. 

The actual plans for the mechanical arts building were approved in 

May, 1898. The structure was to be a two story building 80' x 32' with 

an annex for a boiler and engine room. The lower story, it was further 

projected, would be occupied by wood and iron working shops, with the 

upper story divided into two class and two apparatus rooms. 93 The build

ing was constructed at a cost of $3,500.00. 94 A year later, the contract 

was let to build a new chemistry laboratory and to expand library facil

ities.95 These accomplishments serve as a tribute to the leadership of 

George Espy Morrow. By taking the college out of politics and appealing 

90The !· and M· College Mirror, September 15, 1897, p. 5. 

91 • 
The Stillwater Gazette, March 24, 1898, p. l, 

92The !· and M· College Mirror, April, 1898, p. 5. 

93The !· and M· College Mirror, May, 1898, p. 3. 

94oT, Council Journal, (1899), p. 31. 

95 
The College Paper, May 15, 1899, p. 7. 
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to regents with patience and reason, he was able to bring the first ex-

pansion of the college since Old Central was constructed in 1894. 

The First Graduation 

President Morrow presided over the first graduation ceremonies held 

on the Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College campus. In Septem-

her, 1892, a freshman class had been organized from former preparatory 

students. Each succeeding year a new academic step was added until a 

senior class came into being. The students were not as academically ad-

vanced as present day freshmen, but an early faculty member "believed 

their standard of excellence was above much later standards, based on 

96 the percentages of failures for .a given term, For the most part, the 

first students to receive diploma::i were from Payne county and had limited 

finances. It should be remembered, however, that these students were not 

entirely provincial in background. For example, Tom Hartman, who orig-

inally hailed from ~ennsylvania, came to Stillwater via the state of 

Kansas. He had actually assisted his father in bringing the family pos-

97 sessions in a covered wagon; thus he possessed a maturity the average 

college student of today often does not have. Nevertheless, humble 

origins did not necessarily mean a young man or woman lacked an inquiring 

and supple mind. George Stiles, who enrolled a little later than Hart-

man, "came in from the sticks in abbreviated pants, and a long Prince 

98 Albert coat he had inherited from some of his preacher ancestors." 

96oAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of the Oklahoma Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, L891-1941, 11 (Oklahoma State.University Library~, p. 39. 

97oAMC, ,J;Willa Adams, "Scrapbook of Willa Adams," n~p.J in "The 
Dusch Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

98oAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of the Oklahoma Agricultural and 
Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State University Library), p. 61. 
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He graduated from the college and then continued his education else-

where, eventually acquiring a Doctor of Philosophy degree from the Johns 

Hopkins University. 

A senior class was formed the first year of the Morrow administra-

tion. Professor George Holter by this time could remark that the col
. 99 

lege was no longer an experiment, but an established fact. In addition, 

about this same period, a writer for a Stillwater newspaper noted a dif-

ference in attitude on the part of the students enrolled in the institu-

tion. A Populist news item stated that the "students are usually tobe 

found pursuing their studies after 7 o'clock p.m."lOO 

It was a proud moment when the facuH:y on June 9, 1896, certified 

that Arthur Wesley Adams, James Homer Adams, Frank Ellsworth Duck, 

Alfred Edwin Jarrell, Ervin Gibson Lewis, and Oscar Matison Morris, had 

passed their final examinations and were therefore entitled to receive 

101 the Bachelor of Science degree. In addition to possessing good moral 

characters, and having passed their final examinations, the graduates 

were also required to write and deliver a senior thesis. This year 

these were entitled: (1) "The Esthetics of Emotion;" (2) "The Study of 

Nature;" (3) "Sir Humphrey Davy;" (4)· "Abraham Lincoln;" (5) "Man, the 

Master;" (6) and "Pictures in the Fire. 11102 These projects, which do 

not indicate a preoccupation with agriculture, may well suggest that the 

college president constructed a well-rounded academic program. 

99ceorge Holter, "When the School Was Young,"~!:_. and~· College 
Magazine, I (192~), p. 31. 

100 · 
The Payne County Populist, September 19, 1896, p. 4. 

101oAMC, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), p. 256. 

102oAMC, The First Conunencement Program (Stillwater, 1896), [n.p.J. 
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The graduation ceremonies in 1896 were elaborate, connnemorative, 

devotional, and sentimental. Several. significant speeches were made, 

but one of the most touching and symbolic came from the lips of·Repre-

sentative Robert Lowry a week before the actual graduatioQ ceremonies 

were held. Speaking at a reunion of Old Settlers in Stillwater, he 

paused to reflect upon the accomplishments made in Oklahoma i~ the last 

six years. The iI\creased population, the smoke-crowned factory tops, 

the towering spires of schools and churches, and the development of 

cities where once Mother Nature had i:-eigned supreme were a monument to 

those pioneers who had gone before. He concluded his moving address by 

giving an answer to future generations who might ask who .had made this 

land. He said, let the answer be 

I cannot tell. t only know 
He heard God's voice and came 
In the white caravan across the prairie sea, 
To work for country, God and me. 
The soil he broke, felled the huge oak, 
And from the soil, with horrid toll, 
Dragged forth its gnarled, .and twi.s ted foot. 
No granite monument, is chiseled with his name, 
No brazen trumpet blazons forth his fame. 
A city there, a school, a church spire tall, 
The farms, the homes, the villagers, - all -
These be his monuments and these alone 103 
He needs no urn of bronze and no memorial stone. 

The students of the first graduating class also realized that they 

were pioneers. Surviving the lean years in the Stillwater churches, 

painfully enduring the embarrassment of the various political squabbles, 

suffering patiently as favorite professors left for more stable academic 

homes, they pressed with vigor their desire for knowledge. Leaving the 

institution in 1896, they migrated to various parts of the country. But 

103Quoted from ~ Stillwater Gazette, May 28 ~· 1896, . p. 1. 
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a fondness always remained for the prairie college. One .is .reminded of 

the words Daniel Webster once spoke to the Supreme Court. Of his own 

alma mater, he said:- "It is a small college, yet there 1;1re those who 

love it. 11104 Completing these words, he wiped away an affectionate tear 

which bleared his eyes as he recalled the halls of Hanover. Such also 

could be the case with many early "·Plowboys and Blacksmiths." 

Three years after the fi,rst college class graduated, George Morrow 

left Stillwater. He was in ill health and.beginning·to feel the awkward-

ness of advanced age. In June, 1899, the respected agriculturalist 

introduced his successor Angelo Scott to the students assembled for 

graduation exercises. His last official duty was to present diplomas to 

the class of 1898-1899. Then he prepared to return to his former home in 

P Ill .. 105 axton, 1no1s. 
· 106 Less than a year later he expired. 

Numerous obituaries laqded the agricultural accomplishments of the 

former editor, teacher, and administrator. Alfred True·called him the 

father of modern agi;icultural instruction. 107 His fernier colleagues of 

the Association of American ,Agricultural Colleges and Experiment Sta-

108 tions praised his leadership in the land-grant movement, In Still-

water, the faculty of the institution paid him a large compliment. They 

regarded him as the man who had given respectability and permanence to 

104Quoted from Nevins, p. 104. 

105 
June 15, 1899, 40. ~ College Pa:eer, p. 

106 
April 1, 1900, The College Pa:eer, p, z. 

107 
April 1, 1900, 2. The College Pa:eer, p. 

108usDA, OES, Miscellaneous Bulletin No. 99, Proceedings of the 
Thirteenth Annual Convention of the Association of ,American Agricultural 
Colleges 1;1nd Ex:eeriment Statioos (Washington, 190i), p. 94. 
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their academic home. A college resolution, which probably was penned by 

President Scott, described the attitude of many of the faculty and stu-

dents toward Morrow. It read: 

Resolved, That we, the faculty and students of the Okla
homa Agricultural and Mechanical College have heard with pro
found regret of the death of Professor George Morrow .... As a 
scholar the range of his learning was wonderful; as a special
ist in his chosen pursuit his services were of consptcuous and 
enduring value; as a teacher he was suggesti~e and inspiring; 
as an administrator he was honorable and faithful; as a man 
his life was stainless and beyond reproach; and he was a 
Christian citizen, doing his full duty by the State. Through 
all the future history of this institution his . .name will be 
honorably associated with its early struggles and triumphs.109 

This tribute marked the first time the loss of a president of the insti-

tution was mourned. 

Conclusion 

The tenure of George Espy Morrow at the Oklahoma Agricultural and 

Mechanical College is an example of what a dedicated academic leader can 

do for an educational institution. Coming to Stillwater at a time when 

the previous two executives had lasted for only six months each, he 

patiently endeavored to create good relations among the faculty, the 

board of regents, the Legislature, and the general public. Not only was 

he a respected scientist in the eyes of the world, but he was also a 

superb salesman for higher education. In the 1890's the.day was passing 

when an institution could simply wait for students voluntarily to apply 

for admission. Federal, state, and private funds often depended on in-

creased student enrollments and the ability to build prestigious academ-

ic programs. In this regard, President Morrow became a champion in the 

109Quoted from The College Paper, April 1, 1900, p. 3. 
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cause of making agriculture a respected science,. To popularize his 

ideas, he strengthened.the institu1;ion academically and then proceeded 

to educate the public on the aims and purposes of a land-grant college. 

As such, President MorrQW was the first man to implement the concept long 

associated with Morrill institutions:.· that is, teaching, research, and 

extension. 



CHAPTERLVIl, . 

TE:ACRING :AND LEARNING 

•By 1890, the :American land-grant colleges were beginning to acquire 

much! of the promise that their intellectual architects had earlier 

ascribed to them. 'Snaee, s~ppott'.,haq bean µiegger· mn::bhe::sixUe~, 

sev~pties, and eighties because many of the local legislatures believed 

Morrill colleges were national instituions and therefore refused to 

appropriate revenues for them. 1 :At the same time, private and denom-

inatiqnal administrators, as the land-grant institutions began to shed 

their purely agricultural image, claimed that the practical colleges 

were enroaching on the study of the classics,.a domain which they·be-

lieved belonged exclusively to them. Princeton President James Mccosh 

·even went so far as to suggest that federal land-grant endowments should 

be discontinued and given ,to the struggling high schools of the nation. 2 

President Warren Candler of Emory College, later a Southern Methodist 

Bishop, .addressed the Georgia legislature in 1889 in an attempt to 

lEdward Danforth Eddy, Colleges for Our~ and Time: The Land
Grant Idea in :American Education (New York, 1956), p. 103. 

2Earle Dudley Ros,s, Dempcracy' s College: The. Land-"Grant Movement 
in the Formative Stage' (:Ames, 1942), pp. 173-174. ·.Wellford :Addis, the 
statistician for the Department of :Agriculture, estimated in 1896 that 
land-grant colleges were receiving $617,506.00 annually. US Congress, 
House of Representatives, Report .of.the Secretary~· the Interior, 
Document No. 5, 54th Congress, 2nd, Session (Washington, 1897),, pp.1243-" 
1244. 
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3 
prove that "higher education was no function of the state." Neverthe-

less, the additional income from the Second furrill Act, the increased 

number:of scientifically trained professors, and larger state appropria-

tions catapulted the land-grant colleges into national educational prom-

inence by the dawn of the twentieth century. 

The changing functions of the Morrill institutions were reflected 

in their curricula. 4 A lack of student interest in the old-syle agri· 

cultural courses, advanced technological improvements, and the desire to 

offer a liberal education were major reasons for curricular adjustments. 5 

Liberty'Hyde Bailey outlined what these emendations meant in his own area 

of speciality in his 1904 report to President J. G. Schurman of Cornell 

University. He wrote: 

In the epoch just closing colleges of agriculture have 
concerned themselves mostly with technical farming, largely 
with the increasing of the productiveness of the farm. In 
the epoch just opening great emphasis.is aho to be laid on 
the farm home and family. We are to reach the farmer as 
well as the farm. Certain great public questions touch the 
farmer very closely; these lllUSt be considered in the College 
of Agricultural at ·.Cornell University, both in its regular 
academic courses, and in its extension work. Some of these 
questions are farm labor, rural organizations, good roads, 
m:eans of communication in the country, sanitation, architecture 

3 Allan Nevins, The State Universities and Democracy (,Urbana, 1962), 
p. 53. 

4 Eddy: , p . 7 6 . 

5The !:_. and~· College Mitrror (Stillwater, March, 1898, p. 3) .. : The 
A, and ~· College Mirror, April·, 1898, p. 6; USDA, OES, Miscellaneous 
Bulletin No. 2, Proceedings.£f the Third i).nnua:1 Convention . ..2.f the~
ciation of American Agricultural Colleges.and Experiment Stations (Wash
ington, 1890), p. 67. A list of nineteelith century agricultural ··: 
technological improvements may be found!'.in Otis Durant Duncan: An Ad;:,,~ 
dress entitled "Economic Changes in American Rural Life," Delivered 
before the National Conference on Rural Education held in Washington, D. 
C, on October 4, 1954 (Oklahoma State Univer$ity Library), p. 9. 
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0£:iarm buildings, cooperationwith churches·and societies 
in introducing better ideals of farming and citizenship .••. 6 

Increased responsibilities meant that methods of instruction had to be 

improved, too. As early as 1891-1892 Charles Kendall Adams of Cornell 

stated that in "no university in the country have greater pains been 

7 
taken:.tb, provide all the facilities for advanced instruction." 

Numerous·speeches and reports presented at the gatherings of the Asso-

ciation of American Agricultural Colleges' and Experiment Stations indi-

cate that Adams' opinion was by no means unique. 

The Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, which was found-

ed during the flowering of the land-grant movement, moved slowly but 

surely in adopting a modern curriculum and incorporating the new teach-

ing techniques pioneered by the older academic ihstitut1ons.. But for 

better or worse, the college was colored by local environmental condit-

ions. The purpose of this chapter is to trace th~ history of teaching 

and learning at the frontier college from its birth to the turn of the 

century. 

General Educational Objectives of the Early College· 

The land-grant colleges and universities did not develop along a 

single pattern. No·super-structure had been created to insure that a 

particular evoluntionary path would be followed; therefore, each 

institutions's story constitutes a separate and unique chapter in the 

6 
Connell University, Annual Report .£f the President, Session of 

1903-1904 (New York, 1904), p. liv, appendix. 

7 Cornell University, Annual Report of the President, Session of 
1891-1892 (New York, 1892), p. 5. - -·-



182 

history of agricultural and mechanical education.8 A collegiate depart-

ment was formed at Stillwater in September, 1892. Every succeeding year 

until 1897 the administration instituted a higher class, thereby indicat-

ing that four years were thought sufficient to attain an undergraduate 

education. To accommodate the students, both male and female, who 

frequently had to return home to work on the farm, the administration 

divided the nine month academic year into three equal quarters. The 

initial collegiate terms began on October 4, 1892; January 4, 1893; and 

April 5, 1893. 9 Those students desiring an education ;rnd who could per-

form at an acceptable scholastic level could expect.to receive the 

10 
Bachelor of Science degree, the only one offered. 

The First Territorial Legislature of Oklahoma was a major force in 

shaping the educational objectives of the Stillwater college. The law 

which founded the institution charged the administration to design a 

collegiate program which would offer practical instruction in agricul

ture and the mechanic arts.ll As in the preparatory school, the admis-

sions policies were democratic. In order to insure that the faculty 

followed the Second Morrill Act to the letter, the lawmakers enumerated 

the subjects which could be taught. The legislation stated: 

The course of instruction sha 11 embrace the English language 
and literature, mathematics, civil engineering, agricultural 

8us Congress, House of Representatives, Annual Report for the De
partment of the Interior for the Fiscal~ Ended June 30, 1897, Report 
of the Connnissioner of Education, I, Document No. 5, 55th Congress, 2nd 
Session (Washington,1898), p. 427. 

9oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1890-1891, [n.p.]. 

10Ibid. 

11The Statutes.£!. Oklahoma (1890), p. 84. 



chemistry, animal and vegetable anatomy and physiology, the 
veterinary art, entomology, geology and such other natural 
sciences as may b~ prescribed; political, rural, and house
hold economy, horticulture, moral philosophy, history, book
keeping, and especially the application of science and the 
mechanic arts to practical agriculture in the field.12 
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The organic law was both specific and general, making it most dif-

ficult for the faculty to interpret and to implement the instructions 

contained therein. A conscientious attempt, however, was made to fol-

low the educational path laid out by the territorial forefathers. In 

line with these directives, an early college catalog stated that the 

f h ' • ' II ff d ' ' d • II 13 purpose o t e institution was not to a · or a university e ucation. 

Instead, it was to give a thorough training in the arts and sciences 

f . 1 d . ' h · · d · f 1 · f 14 necessary to a irst-c· ass e ucation int e various in ustries o i e. 

Students were warned that pursuance of an education took hard work. A 

writer declared: 

It is not expected that students enter upon a course of 
study for the purpose of passing a few years in pleasantry, 
but on the contrary it is presumed that the attainment of 
useful knowledge and skill is the dominant motive, which 
prompts young men and women to enter the institution.15 

The exact process by which students were to receive their education 

often became the subject of a good deal of dispute, but the majority of 

the faculty seemed to believe that instruction should be composed of 

learning and doing. Classroom recitations and lectures were integrated 

12Ibid. 

13oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1893-1894, p. 30. 

15oAMCj Annual Catalog, 1894-1895, p. 30. 
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with scientific experimentation and practical labor. A catalog suggested 

that students "study the principles of chemistry in the classroom and 

16 handle the chemicals in the laboratory." Practicums were required on 

the college farm, for the faculty believed: 

Four years of study without labor, wholly removed from 
the sympathy of the laboring world, during the period of life 
when tastes are so rapidly formed, will almost invariably 
produce disintlinati6n:;1· .{f:i.nob·'.iilability to perform the work 
and duties of the farm. To accomplish the objects of the 
institution, it is evident that a student must not, in 
acquiring a scientific education, 1£,e either the ability or 
the disposition to labor on a farm. 

Two hours per day in such educational pursuits were thought sufficient 

to preserve such skills. 

Generally speaking, it was the faculty who assumed the respori~ 

sibi li ty for setting academic standards. '.''rhe instructors used the 100 

point system for assessing grades, with a mark being recorded at least 

18 once a month. To pass a particular subject, a student needed to 

maintain an average of at least seventy percent and had to have a final 

examination mark of fifty percent. JPrracticum grades:,were k~p1::.s!;!parate 

from classroom work. Graduating seniors were required to write a 3,000 

19 
to 5,000 worU thesis. 

In spite of the fact that the founding law outlined the general 

16 
Ibid. , p. 31. 

17oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1893~1894, p. 31. 

18oAMC, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), p. 220. 

19 
Ibid., p. 218. 
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procedures for admission into the collegiate program, it was up to the 

faculty to devise a system which detailed the specific requirements. 

Two methods were used. Students could be accepted on the basis of 

possession of a first grade certificate, county diploma, or state or 
20 

life certificate or diploma from a reputable educational institution. 

Or in lieu of this procedure, an individual could request that he be 

given oral and/or written eritrance examinations at the time he signed 

21 
the Matricular Pledge. 

The students to a limited degree participated in setting the 

general academic standards of the college. For example, an honor 

system received the assent of the ~acul:ty in 1895 after a student 

22 
petition signed by "practically the entire student body" requested it. 

The professors favored the i.dea as it relieved the1t1, in their own words, 

of being "watch-dogs." An instructor handed out the examination, but 

did not make an especial attempt to observe the conduct of the students. 

When the examination period was over, the persons taking the t~~t wrote 

at the end of his .a paper: "I hereby c;:ertify on my honor that I have 

. h . d . . h" . t" 1123 neit er receive nor given assistance on tis examina ion. 

The College Curriculum 

Of all the educational topi~which were discussed in the late 

nineteen:th' century, it was the curriculum that undoubtedly received the 

20Ibid., p. 109. 

21 
Ibid., pp. 117-118. 

22 
OAMC,,Annual Catalog, Session of 1906~1907, p. 75. 

23 
Ibid. 
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most :attention. The first college to move in making. a major change· was 

Harvard. Under President Charles w. ·Eliot, the elective system. became 

popular, .thereby permitting a·student to select a few of the courses 

· which he wanted to take. To young Th~odore Roosevelt, however, who 

was enrolled at Harvard in the late seventies, the new freedom did not 

• bl ha h • • i f h • 1 24 f li I apprecia yen nee. is opin on o t e curricu um. Many o. ~ · ot s 

· colleagues did not believe that the · addition of new courses, in order 

to provide.a wider selection for students, was wise. A somewhat typical 

attitude of presidents of older institutions is portrayed by a fictional 

dialogue carried on betwe,en Peter Finley Dunne's· Mr. Dooley and Mr. 

Hennessey. The Irish bartender Dooley related to Hennessey the problems 

· encountered by an Irish lad who was discussing which college courses he 

should take with a college president; .Mr. Dooley said: 

·rf he's not sthrong .enough to look f'r high honors as a 
middle-weight pugilist he goes into th' thought departmint. 
Th' prisidint takes him into a Turkish room, gives him a cig
areet an' says: 'Me dear boy,, what specia 1 branch iv larning 
wud ye like to have studied f'r ye by o.ur compitint profissors? 

:We have a chair iv Beauty an' wan iv Puns an' wan if Pothry on 
th' Changin'· Hues iv th' Settin' Sun, an' wan on Platonic Love, 
an' wan on How Green Grows th' Grass, an' wan on th' relation 
iv Ice to th' Greek Idee iv God', he says. 'This is all Ye' 11 
need to equip ye f'r th' perfect life, nless,' he says, 'ye 
intind being a dintist, in which case,' he says, 'we won't think 
much iv ye, but we have a good school where ye can larn that 
disgraceful thrade, ' he says. 25 

The curriculum was also the subject of much discussion in the land-

grant colleges and universities of the United States •. In the early days 

24 
Henry F •. Pringle, Theodore Roosevelt: ! Biography (New York, 

p. 36. 

25Finley Peter Dunne, Mr. Dooley !! fil:! Best (New York, 1938), 
p •. 218. 
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of these institutions, educators disagreed as tp.:tbe ,ditecti6n~lA. and 

M. colleges should take. Utopian idealists envisioned "quiet rural 

settings where students might study the great books and ponder the 

h h h 1 . d . 1 b 1126 great t oug ts w i e engaging in pro uctive a or .•.. Practical 

vocationalists wanted boys and girls instructed in the development of 

the model farms. Sectarian classicists often wanted a portion of land-

grant funds and were willing to give only lip service to vocational 

training to get it. And finally, military enthusiasts would have liked 

to transform Morrill campuses into miniature West Points. 27 These 

various viewpoints, of course, were reflected in the curricula-of' 

fledgling land-grant schools. 

National organizations of various kinds exhibited an interest in 

the educational endeavors of agricultural and mechanical colleges. For 

example, the Grange expressed deep concern over the status of public 

and higher education in the South. 28 The Association of American 

Agricultural Colleges and Experiment Stations c;:ontinually worked to 

establish a basic agricultural curriculum whic;:h would serve as a model 

for land-grant instituti6ns~ 29 In addition, the Darwinian war between 

scientific and theological organizations, as well as the less publicized 

26Earle D. Ross, "The Great Triumvirate of Land-Grant Educators,n 
The Journal of Higher Education, XXXII (1961), p. 480. 

27 
Ibid. 

28 
Solon Justus Buck, The Granger Movement:..!! Study of Agricultural 

Organization and Its. Politfca:l., Economic and Social Manifestations, 1870-
1880 (Lincoln, 1913), pp •. 290'.""292. 

29 
The !· and ~· College Mirror, April, 1898, p. 6. 



188 

one between the classics-and English, modern languages, and history, 30 

precipitated innumerable discussions among the nation's educated elite. 

The Stillwater student newspaper, in an article based on the life and 

works of Louis Pasteur, indicated that this debate had reached the col-

lege. A writer stated: 

Pasteur obtained some of his best ideas from other men 
who had the facts before them but who ,were wanting. in reasoq.:- · 
ing power to follow the subject to a logical conclusion. 
Interest in science must go beyond a mere curiosity to know a 
fact, but when you study science for the sake of science as 
such, when the enjoyment of completeness and accuracy are 
more desirable than the indolence of ignorance, when the de
sire for originality is great enough to stimulate work then 
the mind has passed the stage of a blind intellectual 
instinct.31 

Moving from taxonomical studies to the seminar, the laboratory, and the 

research library, the new scientific thought was destiQ!:!d to have far-

reaching effects on land-grant institution curriculums. 

Oklahomans·also expressed a specific interest in the Stillwater 

college curriculum. As has been previously stated, the ·Guthrie law-

makers formulated the initial group of courses which were listed in the 

college catalog. .secondly, clergymen were often quite vocal in suggest-

ing what items should be included in the collegiate course of study. A 

30sherman B. Barnes, "The Entry of Science '.and History in the Col
lege Curriculum, 1865-1914," The History . .2.f Education Quarterly, IV 
(1964), p. 44. -Also, see J. p. Powell, "Some Nineteenth Century Views 
on the University Curriculum," The History of Education Quarterly, V 
(1965), pp. 97-109. 

31Th d 1 898 ~ !· !.!!..... ~· Col ege Mirror, May, 1 , p. 1. 
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dob.tiiiual drftic of the Oklahoma A. and M, College was Robert Brooke, 

the Episcopa 1 bishop of the territory. :·rn 1893, · he · sa icl: 

Specialization in science or history or literature 
that gives no chance nor scope for a large view and a 
thorough knowledge of the whole field, that is to blame 
for much if not most of the knowledge that is not godly 
and God Fearing ..•• Let us look to it dear friends, that 
as we use our microscopes, and our chemical tests, and 
analytic methods with that accuracy and patience which 
is the distinguishing glory of physical scientists that 
we do not forget that there are more things in heaven 
and earth than are dreamed o:j: in that philosophy, or 
that can be found in it or deduced from it. 32 

Perhaps the most outspoken grou~, outside the faculty, were the 

students. Countless articles on teaching and learning were included in 

their newspaper. Some pertinent titles read: "The Department of Chemis-

try;" "The Mechanical Engineering Department;" "Should Examinations Be 

.Abolished?" "Am I Educated?" "The Department of .Agriculture;" "After 

Graduation;" "The Benefits of a College Education;" "College Influence;" 

"Specialization in Education;lt "Brain Culture and .Agriculture;" and 

".Agriculture. 1133 Students also chartered clubs which related to the 

subjects taught at the college. The Chemistry Club came first, 34 

32The Stillwater Gazette, June 23, 1898, p. 6. 

33 
The College Paper, November 16, 1903, p. 112; February [n;d.], 

1905, p. 73; October l, 1899, p. 54; May 1, 1900, p. 17; March [n.d.J , 
1903, pp. 34-40; December 20, 1902, p. 145; March [n.d.J, 1904, p. 
211; November 28,. 1902, pp. 120-122; December 20, 1902, p. 159; The A. 
and.&_ College Mirror, .April[n.d.J, 1898, p. 1, March [n.d.J, 1898~5-;-

34 
The College Paper, January 1, 1900, p. 106. 
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. . . . . 

followed by the Biol.pgy, Ag~icult4re' and Me~.h~riic. Arts clubs. 35 .. One 

organization wa's especially ~esj.gne<i to dis·c~s~ teachi~g and .. learning. 

Created .. in Novemb.~r·,, 1895\ the Oollege Club i~ th~ suc~eeding months .· 
:· ·.: . ·.· 

had papers read entitled: IIThe ll~~ and Abuse of Text:books;i' "}low to. 
. .. : 

. . 

Teach Scfence;'' "Physical C~lture;"• "The .. New Education;'• "Electives;" 

and "Textbooks, Lectures Jnd ~aborator:y.~nstr~cdon. 1136 
. . . . . . . . . 

.·. President Ri:>bert J~-rker wrote· the first.· coilege curriculum· just a .·· 

faw weeks before the college·opened. 37 . Since no copegiate classes were 

offered the first year, · this. particular s¢quence .of courses was noteJed,:. 

used.,Genera11y speaking; the effort i~cluded: a11· the .cour~es pteacttbed 
·.: ::,.,~: . . ' . . . 

h Y lh,.e:;:, Legislature, and they we:i:'e aqueez~d into one c.ourse .of s;ti.idy · 

that had no electives. . Regular classes were conducted in the morning, 

with drill, practicums, and laho~atory' e~perinie~ts: held ln the 'after

noon. '~:'.Chen.mOSt;:,.nOtalll-.e?cQurse.:".in: B.a'i:kei:.!s~C.Ut".tic~lutm.,hbt;;•~µggeSted:py 

the lawmakers w~s Lat ill, but the':re is no, evid~nce 'that . in.st~ucti.ort '1n 

this subje~t was g:i.ven .. 1 Agticuiour,/:.:-se:jiend°e 'co~rses, ~~d_v~cational' 
· · · ··3a-·· 
. subjects doriifnate(). the: program •. _·.· ,' 

. .-·'. 

. . 

35the Colleae'.,-Eaper ~·-· Decembe~· ·2 ~ -.19q1., p ~ 146; . The ·Cdllege Paeer, 
N.ov.ember. l, 19'00, p. '88; ~ The Collese:_Paper, M~;v,,>~:~e-~~: p. i3. >. 
' .. , 36'. '· __ ·. :/ .. ,'. '~·: .. ,:- ·./.. r:j~ -

· ·· :The· .Stillwater Gazette~-. December · t9; 1895, p; 1; The A. and M. 
CollegeTitror,: tfov_emher. 15, .189,5, p.12; The !·· -~ ~k lioftiae Mirror, 
January 16, U:396, p, 6. ·.. . ·· ·· · · ·· .· · 

··. ·37oAMC;. A~n~a{'catalog,' '1891~];892, tn.p>5 

• · .. lS!t "{; difficlllt··· t() deter~ine ~}(~Ct ly. whi~h :COUr~es composed" the 
first co:llege curriculum~ .Several: change~. in the printed .pr()gran1 were 

.·made .. in pen and inf.< When .these •modifications ·-w~re .. tna'de is 1mpossilile. 
to determine~ Fc>r thE! inftiai. C\irriculufu~ see OAMC, Annual Catalog,U~91-
l892'i;.r;(~rf·,;;;._. :;11. · · - · 

.·. ':-:- ,•, ·.~r. . .-.JJ.• 
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The curriculum that served as a basic model for the college through-

out the territorial period received the assent of the faculty in May, 

1893. 39 One year later, Professors Edward Clark and Frank Waugh were 

appointed to gather opinions on it from the faculty and then to make re-

connnendations for changes. These men requested each department head to 

turn in to them a report detailing.the exact title of their courses, 

when they were to be offered, flow they were to be taught, what textbook 

. 40 
would be used, and what major points would be covered. It was on the 

basis of this information that a new curriculum came into be;ing .. Most 

of the courses appear· to have retained the same title, but many of the 

textbooks and objectives were changed. 

To graduate, a student needed to complete successfully: :fl(• quarter 

term credits. If the suggested sequence was followed, the young men and 

women took 74 hours of work the freshman year, 82 the sophomore year, 

90 hours the junior year, and 68 hours the senior year. 41 Practicums, 

laboratory work, and time spend on the college farm carried less credit 

than regular courses. 

39 
OAMC, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 

Liberary), p. 142. 
40 

Ibid., p. 170. 
41complied from OAMC, Annual Catalog,Session of 1894-1895,p.33. The 

freshman year 16 courses were taken in :mathematics, agriculture, English, 
military subjects,sciences, and bookkeeping. The sophomore. year 18 .. 
courses were taken in mathematics, agriculture, science, and mechanical 
drawing. The J'un1or year 18 courses were taken in in~thematics, English, 
science,history, and mechanica1 drawing. The senior year 14 courses were 
taken in mathematics, agriculture, English, sc:Lence, philosophy, law,( 
military subjects, psychology, and surveying. 
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The Content of the Collegiate Curriculum 

In order to gain an understanding of.the content of the curriculum 

of the Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechani,cal College, it is necessary to 

look beyond course titles. The particular educational orientation of 

individual instructors, the pedagogical techniques employed to package 

the course content, the type of textbooks elected, and the general or-

ganization of the classes are more reliable guides to use in.assessing 

the intellectual level of the instruction offered to the students. Since 

· 42 
the territorial college ·.was divided into academic departments, a. sampl-

ing from each major area is given in order to.illustrate the nature of 

teaching and learning. 

Beginning in 1893, _the college contained four major departments. 

and seven smaller subdiv_isions. Agriculture, horticulture, chemistry, 

.arid physics had departmental status, whilE:! mathematics, logic, psychol-

ogy and ethics, natural sciences, mil:!, tary scieqce, English and English 

literature, and history formed the lesser ia.structional units. Each of 
. . ·. 43 

these divisions had specific objectives.·. Alexander Magruder headed 

the department of agriculture. He was a man the students learned to re-

spect because of his dedication to his profession •. Magruder believed 

that his charges should be exposed t.o both practical and theoretical 

instruction. In his own words, he thoµght "practicalmal'iua 1 work ••• 

as co-ordinate with; if not superi9r t;o classroom work; but to ••• 

accomplish the best end the two must be combined. 1144 

42rhe Sunday Oklahoman Supplement (Oklahoma City), October 17, .1965, 
p •. 2. . . 

43oAMC, Annual Catalog,. Session of 1893-1894, pp. 34"'.48. 

44oAMC, A •. c. -Magruder to Board of Regents, "Manuscript Letter 
Collection," (Oklahoma State 1Jni versi ty Library). 
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Instruction in agric~lture on the college level began during the 

sophomore year. The first course stressed dairy husbandry, centering 

upon the establishment of better methods of dairying. A.significant 

portion of the course also touched upon llfarm c;lrainage; surface and sub-

soil drain; hillside ditching; terracing; action of flowing water; 

45 irrigation, and the duty of water." 'l'he same year an advanced course, 

usually offered in the Spring, took students outside the classroom to 

learn the use of the level, leveling rod, and drainage-tools. In the 

senior year, the students continued their studies in this area. Fur-

ther attention was given to farm economy, natural and artificial manures, 

treatment of alkali soils, the work of the United States Department of 

Agriculture, state experiment stations, and foreign farm practices. 

Upperclassmen were. taken on inspection tours t.o visit some of the best 

farms in the Territory. Here attention focused on lithe crops, location 

of dwellings, barns, sheds 1 pastures,fields, and water supplies. 1146 

When a textbook was needed, the stude.nts relied on F, A. Gulleyis 

First Lessons in Agrd:.culture (College Station: Gulley Publishing Com-

pany, 1887). 

The initial studies in horticulture were supervised by Frank Waugh. 

Two terms of classwork and two terms of practicum were required. The 
··. . . 

freshman year gave students "a general knowledge of horticulture, its 

d f d 1 1.. ..4 7 · · -i:.. • d · 1· . ' lk A f . ld scope an un amenta princip es. · Li1:1erty Hy e Bai ey·,:s Ta s · 1e : 

About Plants (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 1885) provided 

45oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1893-1894, p. 35. 

46Ibid. 

47 Ibid~, p. 36. 



information on large and small fruits, viticulture, forestry, land

scaping, floriculture, and vegetable gardening. 48 During the junior 
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year, the men and women formed separate classes. The boys were trained 

in applying the principles of horticulture to the climate:, and geography 

of Oklahoma, while the girls studied such parts of fruit and vegetable 

cultures as seemed best to suit their needs. Professor Waugh offered 

to design special courses to give advanced students who were regularly 

matriculated. He gave encouragement in all of his classes for pupils 

"to plan and prosecute original work. 1150 

The instructional standards of George Holter, who headed the chem-

istry department, were of the highest caliber. His aim was to make this 

51 academic unit "second to none in the college." c. Remigius Fresenius's 

Manual of Qualitative Chemical Analysis (New York: Wiley Company, 1897) 

was the textbook used. ·professor Holter insisted upon the necessity of 

thought, frequent recitations and review, and periodic examinations in 

order for the facts learned to be firmly !LtiJ.planted into the students I 

52 heads. Holter also considered laboratory work especially important, 

for Oklahoma farmers did not have the equipment or knowledge to conduct 

ch!,!mical analyses. Be<:,ause of this belief, he admonished: 

The work accomplished must be work well done, 
ysis nearly right is an analysis not at all right. 
student is given a sample containingfour5~1ements 
elements must be found, no more, no less. 

48rbid. 
49 .· · 
. · Ibid; 

50:i:bid., p. 37 • 
. - . ' 

51Ibid., p. 43. 

S?~bid: • 
53 - .. 
_ Ibid., p. 45. 

LU. 

and anal
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these four 
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Apparently, these stern methods paid off for the students. Professor 

William English, a respected midwestern professor of chemistry, once 

54 said the disciplinarian Holter taught him all the chemistry he knew. 

The early day chemistry laboratory held unusual perils for the fac-

ulty and students. On one occasion a novice, who was working in the 

laboratory on an experiment, inhaled_some ammonia hydrate and "sank down 

55 exhausted." In another instance, Professor Holter breathed in too much 

hydrogen sulfide and passed out in front of the class. 56 The usual rem-

edy for such accidents was to carry the victim to an open window, hoping 

the fresh air would revive him. 

The department of physics also fell under the jurisdiction of 

George Holter. Using Joel Dorman Steele's New Popular Physics (New York: 

Barnes Publishing Company, 1887), the main physics course gave elementary 

. . . d . . f d 57 training in stu ying motion, orce an energy. Matter, changes in 

matter, sound, light, heat, electricity, and dynamics completed the 

course. Particular attention was given to practical work, and frequent 

demonstrations were conducted. 58 

Instruction in the natural sciences included classes in entomology, 

botany, geology, zoology, and meteorology. All of these courses were 

taught by James Neal. In entomology Alpheus Spring Packard's Entomology 

for Beginners: For Young Folks,. Fruitgrowers, Farmers,~ Gardeners 

(New York: Holt Publishing Company, 1888) provided general information 

54oAMC, w. L. English to B, B. Chapman, October 16, 1964, "Miscel-
laneous· Student Letter Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

55The College Paper, December 1, 1899, p. 92. 

56The College Paper, March 1, 1901, p. 14. 

57oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1893-1894, p. 45. 

58Ibid. 
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which was then directed toward local needs and problems. Dr. Neal be-

lieved: . "No science is of more value to the farmer than practical en-

tomology, since in most cases nis success depends upon the extent to 

which his crops suffer from insect ravages. 1159 The practicum in this 

area was almost wholly devoted to collecting, preserving, and devising 

f . . Okl h . · 60 means or exterminating a oma insects. Geology classes used J. 

Leconte' s Compend . .2!. Geology (New York: Appleton Publishing Company, 

1884). Lectures and recitations were the normal method of covering the 

61 subject, and special attention was devoted to Oklahoma rock strata. 

The aim of the zoology. course was to "make observers rather than mere 

book scientists. 1162 Packard's Elementary.Zoology (New York: Holt Pub-

lishing Company, 1886) served as the text. 

In Professor Neal's courses in botany, his favorite subject, less 

attention was paid to applying the discipline and more to teaching basic 

subject matter. Students began .with c. E. Bessey's Elements of Botany 

(New York: Holt Publishing Company, 1884) and then moved on to the ser-

ies 63 of books written by Asa Gray. Germination and decay, physiology, 

and the structure of plants comprised the main topics.considered. 64 

There were few courses offered in psychology, ethics, and logic. 

The inclusion of all these subjects under the same heading reminds the 

59Ibid., p. 46. 

60rbid. 

61Ibid., p. 47. 

62 rbid. 

63The Gray textbooks are analysed in Charles Ford, "Botany Texts: 
A Survey of Their Development in Higher Education, 1643-1906," The 
History of.Education Quarterly, IV (1964), pp. 62-65. 

64oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1893-1894, p. 47. 
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modern reader that a day existed when psychology was less a behavioral 

science than a philosophical discourse. President Robert Barker handled 

instruction in this area for the "itinerant college." He believed these 

subjects should be taught inductively, 

no theory or doctrine being urged for 
based upon a philosophical induction. 
to subject every statement of fact or 
his own experiences. A full and free 

.views is encouraged. Recent research 
cology receives special attention.65 

acceptance which is not 
The student is taught 

principle to the test of 
discussion of opposing 
in physiological psy• 

Students received detailed instruction in mathematics. During the 

freshman year Joseph Ray's series of bo0ks w,as used. Professor Clark, 

who later specialized in teaching mathematics, provided direction for 

the students. Inequalities, indeterminate equations, series, and loga-

rithms, all algebraic subjects, composed the nucleus of the first 

coutse. 66 The sophomore year, E. Wentworth's New Plane~ Solid~,.. 

etry (Boston: Ginn Publishing Company, 1888) provided the basis for a 

67 study of geometry. Much attention was given to applying the principles 

of the subject to undemonstrated propositions and an attempt to make 

. 68 
students aware of the application and utility of the science. During 

the senior year, the students were introduced to trigonometry and the 

principles of surveying. In Clark's own words, the general aim of 

mathematics instruction was to "secure full possession of the leading 

principles and methods, to exhibit practical applications, and to lead 

65 Ibid. 

66Ibid., p. 39. 

67Ibid. 

68Ibid. 
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the student to form,accurate- and precise methods of thinking. 1169 These 

remarks give, of course, evidence that the college's- mathematics course 

had not disregarded the views of classicists on the subject. 

Professor w. w. Hutto, a popular instructor with the students, 

handled the teaching of English, English literature, history, _and con-
i 

stitutional law •. In English, a variety of textbooks was used including 

T.- W. Harvey's Elementary Grammar and Composition (Cincinnati: Van 

Antwerp Publishing Company, 1880), Adams Sherman Hill's Principles_.£!. 

.Rhetoric and _Their Application (New York: Harper Publishing Company, 

1885), William· Swinton's New Word Analysis (New York: Ivison Publishing 

Comp~ny, 1888), and v. Waddy's Elements of Composition and Rhetoric 

(Cincinnati: Van Antwerp Publishing Company, 1890).70 During the fresh-

-man year, . students concentrated on the construction of sentences and the 

history of the English language. The junior year brought direction inthe 

area of explanation, .a:t;"gument, laws of mind and languages, and literary 

criticism. -English literature, considered a c-apstone course, came in the 

senior year. The classics were read •. Practicum for English consisted 

of public orations, usually held in connection with chapel exercises. 

Hutto used textbooks in history courses, but the emphasis was on 

student research. M. E. Thalheimer's New Eclectic History of~ United 

States (Cincinnati: Van Antwerp Publishing Company, 1890) and w. Swin-

ton's Condensed History of the United States (New York: .Ivison Publish-

ing Company, 1878) were the books read in connnon •. Usually, however, ; 

students were assigned a topic for investigation. They then proceeded to 

the library, where they were to support their conclusions with facts. 71 

69rbid., p. 40. 

70rbid., pp. 40-41. 

71Ibid., pp. 42-43. 
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Constitutional law, which was regarded as the practical aspect of his-

tory, pr0vided an acquaintance with federal and state laws governing the 

Territory of Oklahoma. 

· An annual announcement of the college printed in 1898 summarized 

the methods by which students were exposed to the curriculum. It stated: 

Varying in detail with the nature of the subject, there is a 
combination of the use of text and reference books, lectu~es, 
laboratory work, library. research, with oral and written re
views •. It is the attempt, while avoiding educational fads, to 
make use of the best methods of teaching, a leading feature 0f 
which is an insistence on the student's seeing, handling, work
ing with things and subjects rather than simply reading or be
ing lectured to about thein. Greate:,:, importance is attached to 
securing in the future, and acquiring the knowledge of where 
and how to find information than to the accumulation of a m~ss 
of facts.72 

A complete and pro11er evaluation of the college curriculum is a 

project of such importance.that it warrants a separate study. Neverthe-

less, it can be said at this point that the teaching offered at the in-

stitution was of respectable quality. The textbooks were of recent 

vintage, the educational philosophy agreed in principle with ideas being 

expressed by young John Dewey, and the variety of pedagogical techniques 

employed by the faculty served up subject matter in a.palatable form. 

In addition; the fact that some of the A. and 11. students were able to 

do advanced work·at leading American universities suggests that the 

Stillwater program possessed quality. 

A large number of ~he early Aggies went on to distinguished.careers, 

including one who became a college president, as well as many lawyers, 

73 school teachers, and businessmen. Several students continued their 

72oAMC, OES, Annual:Announcement of fu College, Session of 1897-
1898, p. 8. 

73A list of the early alumni may be found in~ College Paper, 
February 1, 1901, pp. 131-132. 
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educational endeavors at prominent institutions. Andrew Caudell, an 

74 
Indian, 'enrolled at the Massachusetts Agricultural College; Oscar 

75 
Morris studied at Cornell University and later joined its faculty~ and 

76 Frank Greiner stood at the head of his class at Pennsylvania State. 

Lewis Miller entered the Yale School of Forestry, and George Stiles, a 

boy whom George Holter felt did not have any real academic ability, re-

ceived the coveted doctor of philosophy degree from Johns Hopkins Uni-

77 versity soon after the turn of the century. Finally, Miss Cora 

Miltimore took a special course at the University of Kansas after leav-

. S ·11 78 i.ng ti water. She later came back to become the Aggie librarian. 

Another indicator of the quality of the institution's students is the 

fact that several of them were able to secure the "scientific aid" 

scholarships sponsored by the federal government. These scholarships, 

supervised by the United States Departwent of Agriculture, were designed 

to employ outstanding students, especially of land-grant colleges, to 

work in Washington while they earned their graduate degrees. George 

Stiles obtained his.advanced degree in this manner. 

College Curriculum Supplements 

The early college faculty and students found many ways to supple-

ment the prescribed curriculum detailed by the founding. law. Student 

74The !· and~· College Mirror, October 15, 1897, p. 8. 

75The !· and M. Cellege Mirror, ·-.-- January, 1898, p. 9. 

76 The College Paper, March 1, 1900, p. 136. 

77George M. Stiles, "Reminiscences of the Class of 1900," The!· 
and~- College Magazine, XVII (1945), pp. 3-4, 6. 

78 
The College Paper, May 1, 1900, [n.P.·l· 
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organizations, a growing library, guest lecturers, chapel services, and 

a variety of teaching aids permitted the teacher and learner to sample a 

wide range of knowledg~. Neither the faculty nor students qualify as 

midwestern provincials. 

Next in importance to the student subject matter clubs and literary 

societies, which are discussed elsewhere in the study, the li~rary was 

the major curricular supplement. Located at first in a cubby-hole in 

the College Building, 79 it soon became, under the watchful eye of Freeman 

Miller, an important part of the college's physical facilities. During 

the presidency of Henry Alvord, Miller ordered.a "copy of nearly every 

newspaper in the Territory. 1180 By May o;f this same year, ·the student 

81 
Mirror reported that the library contained 1,650 volumes. Three years 

later, the library had grown in possessions and in use to the point where 

Miss Jessie Thatcher had to be employed as an assistant. The library 

then contained approximately 4,000 volumes. 82 In 1907, a college cata-

log writer estimated that there were 43,000 items housed in the struq:-··· 

ture, 13,000 bound volumes and 30,000 unbound publications. The writer 

concluded his conunents by stating that the 

books are kept in fire-proof stack rooms, and the general read
ing room of the college is innnediately adjoining •. In this room 
are kept all of the chief cur:t:ent magazines, representative 
metropolitan newspapers, and the leading and: many of the local 
newspapers of Oklahoma, dictionaries, encyclopedias, and 

79Alfred E. Jarrell, "I Remember When ••• ", Oklahoma State University 
Magazine, II (1958), p. 7; Freeman E. Miller, "Founding.the College Li
brary," The&· and~· College Magazine, I (1929), p. 18. 

80 ) The Eagle""'.Gazette (Stillwater , December 13, 1894, p. 1. 

81The &· and~· College Mirror, May 15, 1895, [n.p.J. 

82The .Stillwater Gazette, August 19, 1897, p. 1. 



other books of ready reference, historical, lite·rary, and 
scientific. 83 
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The library then, as later, has received excellent value from the meager 

84 dollars invested by Oklahomans. 

While only a limited in..!.£££ parentis concept existed on the campus, 

this situation did not prevent the college officials from offering moral 

instruction. During the life of the "itinerant college," since classes 

were held in local churches, chapel services were conducted for and by 

the faculty and students. Customarily this activity began the academic 

day. With the construction of the College Building in 1894, the insti-

tutiontook on a more secular atmosphere, and the prestige which once 

had been associated with chapel services declined. 

The students sometimes used the morning chapel hour as a time to 

implement mischievous pranks. One morning the college president found 

the physiology department's human skeleton sitting in his chair. -An-

other time a cow,'tilrlch had been tied in the auditorium all night, greeted 

the students as they arrived for worship •. Then too, a young man prob-

ably majoring in chemistry placed some chemicals in an air•shaft of the 

auditorium which when combined with warm,air caused an extreme~y of-

85 
· fensive odor. That day, chapel services were not held. The fac;:ulty 

were not immune to using-_this time to serve their own interests. James 

'Hastings related: 

83oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1906-1907, p. 13. 

84 Many of the titles of bound library books kept during the early 
territorial period are recorded in OAMC, "Charging Book of the!:,. and M. 
Library, 1895," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

85oAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of the Oklahoma Agricul
tural and Mechanical College, 189b·l941," (Oklahoma State University 
.Library). 



There were some fine men on the faculty in the old days 
as there are now but there was one purely political appointee 
who aspired to shine all the time. He thought that he should 
be permitted to lead convocation and did but he did not know 
the Lord's Prayer. So one of the good sort would sit behind 
him and coach him quietly when he came to a halt. Finally, 
at the end of the term, the politician was assured that he had 
better taken time out and learn that prayer for he could get 
no more help on it.86 
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During the administration of President George Morrow, chapel began 

to assume the identity of a high school assembly. Dr. Scott, for ex-

ample, used five minutes of the time set aside for devotions to give 

. 87 lectures on English grannnar. Visiting lecturets were also given an 

opportunity to present their wares. This custom began in 1894, when 

Henry Alvord instituted the first scheduled lecture series on the campus. 

The Reverend R. B. Foster, Bishop Robert Brooke, Mary E. Lease, Alfred 

True, Champ Clark, Dr. Robert Mcintyre, and others presented a variety 

f 1 h d . 88 o ectures tote stu ents. 

Music played an important part in the life of the students during 

the early territorial period. · Since it was not initially included in 

the curriculum, the students themselves were responsible for inaugurating 

these studies. The Sigma Literary Society catered to students who pos-

89 sessed a musical background. They even purchased from their own funds 

an organ, the only one on campus, in order to provide better 

86James K. Hastings, "Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College 
and Old Central," The Chronicles 2£. Oklahoma, XX:VIII (1950), pp. 83-84. 

87 
The College Paper, February 1, 1900, p. 118. 

88The Stillwater Gazette, Octob~r 6, 1893, p. l; The Eagle-Gazette; 
March 30, 1894, p. 5; OAMC, ''Minutes Of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma 
State University Library), p. 219; The&· and~· College Mirror, November 
15, 1895, p. 13; The!· ~ ~· Collee;e Mirror, May 15, 1895, [n.p.J. 

89willa Adams Dusch, The Sigma Literary Society 1893-1897: ! Chapter 
in the History of Oklahoma&· and~· College (Stillwater, 1951), p. 14. 
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90 entertainment for their members and the public-at-large. The Webster 

Debating Society followed suit by buying several French horns. Collect-

iv.ely, these instruments were used to play such popular melodies as 

"After the Ball is Over;" "Sweet Bunch of Daisies;" and "Pride of the 

Ball. 1191 Students used their own funds also to purchase music. 92 While 

no formal instruction in this area was offered, the societies .did create 

an interest in music, and under the Scott administration the subject was 

added to the curriculum. 

One of the brightest phases of early college instruction concerned 

the large number of teaching aids which were made available through the 

funds provided by the Morrill Act of 1890, The so-called Granger Amend-

ment permitted the purchase of the books, charts, and maps one would 

naturally expect to find on a college campus. But in addition, the in~ 

stitution acquired a goodly number of pieces of expensive technical 

equipment, in. 1894 obtaining a·;,mode 1 of a grain of wheat and another of a 

93 horse's leg. The next year a papier-mache model of a complete horse 

arrived.from Paris, the figure costing approximately $500.0o. 94 Five 

years later a sturdier plaster of paris replica was purchased for 

$920.00. 95 Fifteen microscopes valued at $1,100.00 were included in the 

90oAMC, "Minutes of the Sigma Literary Society," (Oklahoma State 
University Library), p. 5. 

91 Dusch, p. 18:. 

92oAMC, "Minutes of the Sigma Literary Society," (Oklahoma State 
University Library), p. 46. 

93 
The Eagle-Gazette, December 13,. 1894, p. 1. 

94The &· and ~· College Mirror,. May 15, 1895, Cn.pJ. 

95 
The College Paper, November 1, 1900, p. 25. 
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96 d shipment. During his tenure as president, Angelo Scott constructe 

special buildings to hold the technical apparatus. 

The college library, the series of lectures by local and national 

personalities, the informative chapel services, the student music pro-

grams, and the instructional aids all enhanced the prescribed curriculum. 

The funds provided by the federal government combined with faculty and 

student initiative made the Stillwater college the best equipped insti-

t~tion of higher learning in the territory. 

The Elective System 

T~e Oklahoma Morrill institution joined its sister colleges and 

universities in developing.a curriculum which included electives. While 

the administration did not possess the staff or the funds to offer de-

grees which did not have a common core, it still was possible during the 

later territorial years to come up with a system of majors and minors. 

Both students and faculty welcomed this change. The former could now 

tailor their courses to meet their interests; the faculty members could 

teach more subjects in their respective specialties. 

During the administration of Henry Alvord, the faculty took the 

first steps toward instituting an elective system. A student was per-

mitted to substitute if he could obtain the consent of the instructor 

who would teach the desired course. In addition, the collective permis-

sion of the faculty was needed. A motion, for example, passed on 

September 25, 1894 stated that A. C, Adams could choose "a study in 

96 The College Paper, May 1, 1900, p. 25. These microscopes were in 
addition to the six purchased in 1895. At that time, the college news
paper reported that the institution owned $6,000 worth of technical 
equipment. The~· and~· College Mirror, May 15, 1895, [n.p.J. 
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97 place of Agriculture which he passed that year." Two years later such 

occurrences were becoming connnonplace. The student newspaper reported: 

"It is about certain that in future years elective·courses will be pro-

98 
vided for the students of the ,:runior and Senior classes." Only five 

days later, the faculty issued an announcement which said that college 

juniors could now select their own programs of study. During the first 

term, the student could take either analytical chemistry, general 

history, chemistry, or botany; the second term.electives included de-

scriptive chemistry, general hfstory, chemistry or botany; the third .· 

term choices were among horticulture, vet~rinary science, mechanics, 

99 botany, comparative anatomy and zoology. 

Along with the adoption of the elective system, the faculty decided 

to create a standardized policy to govern the innovation. On May 18, 

1896, President G~brge Morrow, George Holter, and Freeman Miller were 

·appointed a connnittee to consider what should be done and make reconune~..;; 

100 dations to the faculty as a whole. A week later the report was sub-

mitted and approved. The academicians suggested that·: (1) a student 

not be permitted.to take an elective unless he had the necessary pre-

requisite courses; (2) a student could not enroll in an elective unless 

his classwork.and practicum totaled more than 12 hours per week; (3) 

students choosing an elective had to carry the subject to its logical 

conclusion; (4) students were authorized to s~lect their own elective 

97oAMC, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), p. 148. 

98The !· and~· College:t,firror, April 15, 1896, p. 4. 

99oAMC, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), p. 248. 

lOOibid., p. 254. 



207 

studies, but the choices had to be approved by the faculty; (5) a student 

had his choice of any subject which could reasonably be offered by the 

teaching force; (6) .when a course was not included in the reg~l~r cur-

riculum, the student should work in advance with the instructor to find 

out when it could profitably be offered.lOl 

In 1897, the faculty decided to coordinate the senior year with the 

junior year. Thereafter, if a student decided to specialize in chem-

istry, he would have to choose electives in this same field his senior 

102 year. This decision met with the whole-hearted approval of the stu-

103 dent body. The next year, some additional controls were added. Stu-

dents were no longer permitted to take typewriting, stenography, music, 

or connnercial work as electives. 104 By 1900, the college student publi-

cation revealed that "courses of study are so arranged that the work of 

105 the freshman year was the same for all." This statement indirectly 

indicated, of course, that the elective system had now penetrated into 

the upper three classes. The a~e of specialization had arrived. 

Conclusion 

The Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College lagged behind 

some of the more prestigious land-grant. and private schools, but this 

situation did not mean that i.t: was out of touch with reality. Quite the 

lOlibid •• 

l02Ibid., p. 284. 

103The A·~~· College Mirror, October 15, 1897, p. 8. 

104oAMC, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), p. 321. 

105The College Paper, April 1, 1900, p. 4. 
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contrary. The faculty and students ·were fully aware of the immense 

changes taking place in the academic world, .as well as.in the country in 

general. A particularly significant illustration of the validity of 

this·statement came in the commencement oration of Jessie 'rhatcher, the 

first woman graduate of the institut;ion. In a speech entitled "'rhe 

Dawn of the Twentieth Century" she said: "If you and I could have chosen 

when to exist, I think there could have been no more inspiring time than 

now. 11106 Continuing, the pert young lady enumerated many of the revolu-

tionary changes taking place in the communication and transportation 

industries,. and the new role of women in society, and then she turned .to 

the topic of education. It was, she believed, the "one all important 

thing, paramount to everything else. 11107 .'She added prophetically: 

· The future race will, perhaps, be one of specialists. 
This· will be neces·sary, on account of the vast amount of 
knowledge involved, but in all probability, the whole volume 
of human knowledge will be gradually rewritten and condensed • 
• • • 'rhe sciences themselves will be scientifically systema
tized, .and by the aid of that process it will be possible for 
the future specialist to be better versed in all departments 
than the specialist of today in his own.108 

Finally, she pointed out what seemed to her to be the g:r;,eatest contri-

bution of the nineteenth century to American life. Slavery had been 

abolished. This fact established the reign of liberty •. Now education 

could spin its·magic, and a truly democr-at;ic nation could fulfill its 

oft-repeated promise of liberty and freedom to au. 109 

106Quoted from Berlin Chapman, Old Central in~ Crisis of 1955 
(Oklahoma City, 1966), p. 96. 

l07Ihid., p. 99. 

lOSibid., p. 100. 

109Ibid. 
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The land-grant colleges and universities played a large part in 

popularizing and implementing the concept of democracy • .A central idea 

behind the land-grant movement was that liberty and equality could not 

survive unless all men possessed the opportunity to pursue an occupation 

at the highest practicable level. The curricula of the Morrill colleges 

and universities assisted the public to do this very thing. Men and 

women were given the chance to obtain as much education as their minds 

and tastes could hold •. They were then turned over to the nation to 

travel in any direction that seemed worth pursuing. 



CHAPTER VI II 

"PLOWBOYSAND BLACKSMITHS" 

In the United States the college student has not been the object of 

intensive historical research. This situation seems strange in view of 

the fact that so many American leaders, especially political figures, 1 

even from colonial times have been college and university graduates. 

Many reasons could be cited in order to account for the low esteem of 

students held by collegiate personnel and the public, but the major one 

. bbl 1 d h f . 1 . 2 t h" h . 1.s · pro a y re ate to t e .concep~ .o 2:.!l -2£2,' parent1.s, . a erm w 1.c 1.m-

plies intellectual immaturity, the need for paternalistic supervision, 

and the belief that higher education should teach more than vocational 

skills. Largely because of this concept, the student has not been 

.granted Lernfreiheit or been permitted a significant voice in the govern-

ance of colleges and universities. One historian of higher education, 

Richard Hofstadter, believes that the lack of freedom to learn has harmed 

the intellectual development of centers of advanced studies .. He said: 

"The college in America could not become a market place of ideas so long 

1Theodore H. White, "Action Intellectuals: Scholarly Impact on the 
Nation's Past,11 Life, LXII (1967), pp. 45-56. 

2The concept of in loco parentis in America seems to have been 
closely associated with the decline of the institutions of the family, 
the church, and the apprenticeship system .. See Bernard Bailyn, Education 
in~ Forming of American Societ;>:: (Chapet Hill, 1960), pp. 3-52. 

210 
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3 as it regarded its students as both gullible and perverse." But with 

few exceptions, the early state and religious colleges did not identify 

students with the term scholar. 

The land~grant universities of the United States were a significant 

force in attacking the merits of in loco pa:rentis. Since these organiza-

tions came into being to train young men and women in the industries of 

life, patterned themselves after German university models, emphasized 

empirical science, and usually lacked schools of law and theology, their . 
faculties were less concerned with moral training than were their clas-

sical cousins .. In the case of the Oklahoma Agricultural p.nd Mechanical 

College, the first students, particularly those of the preparatory depart-

ment, received instruction in the area of Christian ethics and proper 

public conducto But when scientific scholars gained control of the in~ 

stitution, the stress in this area decreased. Students were gradually 

given more intellectual freedom and permitted a larger voice in shaping 

the aims and objectives of the college. The purpose of this chapter, 

therefore, is to ascertain the relationship of the students to the insti-

tution, to the faculty, and to each other. 

Student Life 

The student life of the young men and women enrolled at the agri-

cultural college in Stillwater, Oklahoma, reflected the frontier environ-

ment from which they had so recently emerged. The young men and women 

were poor in terms of dollars and cents, often employed physical violence 

to settle personal disputes, fervently sought any type of entertainment, 

3Richard Hofstadter and Walter P. Metzger,~ Development.of Aca
demic Freedom in the United States (New York, 1955), p. 283, 
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feared the twin pestilences of smallpox and typhoid, and possessed a 

high degree of courage and self-reliance. While the negative aspects of 

frontier life were perhaps.;stronge,r .than the positive influences, the 

students were able to overcome those handicaps and continued to improve 

their minds and bodies. 

The majority of the early students were recruited from Payne county 

and were on the average less than fifteen years of age. 4 As most of 

their parents, such as those of Alfred Edwin Jarrell, were quite poor, 

the young adults had to earn money with which to pay college expenses. 

Besides working in the experiment station program, students were fi!mployed 

as dishwashers,· maintenance men, clerks i~ Stillw,ter stores, and inde~d 

5 almost anything else that canie along. One somewhat typical student, 

Lewis .Miller, assisted his widowed mother to run a hand laundry, worked 

as a janitor at the college, and as a handyman for a local church .. When 

he graduated, he stated.in his senior oration: "And now, we go out to 

face the stern realities of life. 116 This comment amused a local citizen 

who believed the lad had faced realities as stern as any he would en-

counter .. Furthermore, the students did not seem to mind the strenuous 

4Amos Ewing, "The First Board of Regents," !h£ !· ~ :M· College 
Magazine, I (1929), p. 30. The chronological age of the students in
creased later in the territorial.period. In 1898, the college newspaper 
revealed: "The average age of students at time of entrance to the col
lege and preparatory classes during.the last three years has been 17 3/5; 
thirty-three percent were below and forty-three percent above seventeen 
years of age." The !· ~ tl· College Mirror (Stillwater), May; 1898, 
p. 4. . 

5 OAMC, E. A. Jarrell to B. B .. Chapman, September 22, 1957, "The 
· Jarrell Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library); Tom Hartman, 

"1898 Class History," The _!. !ill2 ~· College Magazine,. XIV (1943), R?· 3-8. 

6oAMc, ''Selections from the Record Book of Oklahoma Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State University Library), 
p. 50. 
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conditions under which they got their education. A contemporary of 

Miller's, Frank Rector, has written that "to those of us who were priv-

ileged to get our first taste of higher education in the new institutions 

in the raw territories there was implanted a restlessness and zeal for 

the acquiring of knowledge that has persisted throughout our lives. 117 

The majority of the early students earned money to apply toward 

their college expenses by working on the experiment station farm .. With 

board and room being estimated by a writer of a college catalog at three 

dollars. per week, 8 this meant a student, who was· paid at the rate of ten 

cents per hour, had to work a minimum of thirty hours each week in order 

to pay for his food and lodging. During the "itinerant.years" plenty of 

employment was available for everyone. Consequently, the young agricul-

turalists were sometimes not too concerned about the quality or quantity 

-of their labors .. Later, however,. the $3,200.00 allocated for student 

work projects was awarded on a competitive basis, and slackers were not 

hired. 9 

A major method of saving n;ioney utilized by the students during the 

territorial period was to form boarding. clubs. The institution had bare-

ly enough space for classes and equipment, much less excess funds with 

which to· provide dormitories and cafeterias. Students therefore had to 

locate their own accommodations. A few lived at home, some rented rooms 

from-local residents, and one ingenious and hardy young soul occupied 

the bell tower of the Assembly Building. 10 The boarding. clubs served to 

7rbid., p. 58. 

8oAMC, Annual Catalog, Session of 1894-1895, p. 33. 

9rhe College Paper (Stillwater), November 1, 1899, p. 66. 

lOFern Hurley, ''That Which They Built," ~- !· ~ !:!· College 
Magazine, I (1930), pp. 10, 27, 29. 
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alleviate such extreme living conditions as well as to offer food and 

lodging below the standard rate. The College Boarding Club, which was 

simply a large plain structure owned by a local citizen, contained 

twenty-two,rooms. 11 -A group of students collectively rented the build-

ing, hired a cook to prepare food, and paid classmates to serve as 

waiters. In this manner as much as one dollar per week could be shaved 

f h . . d. 12 rom t e1r previous expen 1tures. The college maintained no control 

over such organizations. 

Discipline at the college level varied somewhat with each presi-

dent. The faculty, however,. played a strong intermediate role. The 

institution, of course, was much too young and too poorly endowed to af-

ford the luxury of a non-teaching administrative.officer to handle such 

··problems. Under Robert Barker, the military. system of discipline used 

for. preparatory students applied also to collegians .. During this:· per-

.iod so many rules were adopted that at times it must have appeared to 

the students that every phase of their college existence was regulated. 

As has.been previously stated, one of Henry Alvord's first tasks was to 

appoint a committee to codify the rules and regulations. Demerits were 

used to,punish automatically various minor infractions •. More serious 

cases seem to have been handled individually by the faculty, with the 

president often executing their decisions .. Offenses ranged through 

drunkenness, improper behavior between the sexes, chicken stealing, eat-

ing.peanuts in class, insubordinati<;>n, pranks turned sour, and other 

such items. Generally speaking, the faculty's bark was worse than its 

bite in meting out punishments. 

llThe College Paper, October 1, 1899, p. 61. 

12Ibid. 



215 

With a large number of the students living near the subsistence 

mark, it was not unusual for them to drop out for a portion of the aca-

demic year. In addition, homesickness, scholastic failures, discourage

ment, and disciplinary measures took their toll, 13 One contrite student, 

who had been temporarily expelled for violating a college regulation, 

realized he had not made the most of a valuable opportunity and wrote 

Freeman Miller asking to be reinstated. He said: "Well, Prof, I'll 

treat you professors right and you do me the same. Trust me with a 

loose rein, but if I try to bust the si,nch •. Sock the rall to me rights." 

Then, perhaps to show he was becoming more serious about his studies, he 

added: 

I should like to talk with you on some certain subject 
that is on some ancient religion and the Bible .. I don't want 
to become a peddler of the Gospel, but I want to study lan,
guages and don't know the meaning of some whole chapters. 
They seem to me like a myth. I pay you for the trouble as it 
would be as good a lesson as I want,14 

Because of their austere surroundings and their youthful enthusi-

asm, the students cultivated a sense of humor to break the monotony of 

campus routine. The attempts to add spice to the hum-drum existence 

often got them into trouble. One of the pranks related to George 1• 

Holtervs weHding is a good example. Holter and Mable Hodges were mar

ried in November, 1894, at St. Andrew's Episcopal Church. 15 The bride 

was the daughter of w. J. Hodges, the recognized social leader of Still-

16 
water. Nearly a week after the ceremony several male students wheeled 

13The Payne County Populist (Stillwater), September 26,1895, p. 4. 

14oAMC, John Slack to Freeman Miller, August 10, 1897, "The Cun
ningham Manuscript Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

15The Eagle-Gazette (Stillwater), November 8, 1894, p. 1. 

l61bid. 
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an old cannon to the front of the Holter home, loaded it to the muzzle, 

and then discharged the vintage weapon. 17 The concussion which resulted 

was so great that it not only aroused the young couple from slumber, but 

it also shattered every window in the house, In class the next morning, 

the bridegroom demanded that the guilty students dig deeply into their 

pockets and produce enough cash to restore the broken window panes. 18 

The frontier students of yesterday lived close to death. Both via-

lence and disease took tragic tolls, In 1900, a young man returned from 

his Christmas vacation with smallpox .. Although he recovered, classes 

had to be discontinued from January. 23 to February 6 in order to prevent 

the infection of the remainder of the students. Earlier, a boy's bout 

with typhoid ended more sadly. Ross V. Taylor, one of the most popular 

individuals on campus, came down with the dreaded fever while he was 

visiting his parents in Ohio. Losing a heroic fight to live, he uttered 

a last wish, that he be 11 b1104ght back to his fellow students, and for 

11 h . h d f h. . 1119 a to meet im at teen o is Journey. The parents granted the 

request. The students of the military department met the incoming train 

and provided Taylor with an escort to the local ~emetery. 20 

Not all the early students' deaths were attributable to natural 

causes. Just prior to the cannon escapade, Max Stubblefield, who lived 

at the James Bruce residence in the College Addition, was shot above the 

right eye. His roommate had acquired a rusty pistol which projected a 

17 
The Eagle-Gazette, November 15, 1894, p. 1. 

18James K. Hastings, "Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College 
and Old Central," The Chronicles of Oklahoma, XXVII (1950), p. 83, 

19The ~· and~· College Mirror, January 16, 1896, p. 5. 

20Ibid. 
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bullet by accident while it was pointed in Stubblefield's direction. 21 

The lead missile lodged in the brain, where a local physician said it 

would have to remain. After a recuperative period, the boy's parents 

took him with them back to Lincoln county. For a while it appeared he 

. h 22 m1g t recover, Gaining strength, he clerked in a Chandler store and 

subsequently returned to college at Central State Normal School. But a 

h 1 h . d 23 mont ater, e expire . The president of the Edmond institution, 

Edmond Murdaugh, accompanied the lifeless remains back to his parents' 

24 home. 

Violence also formed a portion of the relationships between the col-

lege students and their local age-group counterparts, The specific items 

which provoked trouble were a shortage of girls, poorly lighted streets, 

band concerts on the corner of Ninth and Main streets, a lack of spending 

25 money, and the absence of recreational facilities for teen-aged youths. 

Several severe skirmishes took place bet-ween the two factions. Finally, 

the Stillwater boys found a champion in a large muscular Negro lad. Not 

being able to distinguish between Stillwaterites and college boys, he 

would ask a male in this age classification if he was a "boomerah." An 

affirmative answer brought an immediate physical:.response .. Therefore, 

the ill-feelings mounted until a college youth was knocked through the 

21 
The Eagle-Gazette, November 15, 1894, p. 1. 

22 . The Eagle-Gazette, December 3, 1895, p. 1; January 3, 1895~ p. 5. 

23rhe!_. and~· College Mirror, May 15, 1895,ln.p.J. 

24The Stillwater Gazette, October 31,. 1895, p. 1. 

25The Stillwater News-Press (Oklahoma), October 19, 1964, p. 3. 
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26 window of a Main Street butcher shop. More sensible feelings then 

prevailed. 

The experience of living on the Oklahoma frontier produced a spirit 

of camaraderie among the young men a~d women •. First day classes of each 

new academic- year brought joy, as well as sorrow, because some old 

friends were found and others were not. 27 In addition, the students of,;.. 

ten attempted to lessen the ideological elements which separated them, 

For example, a writer f?r the college newspaper believed churches should 

discard their narrow sectarianism and unite in an organization that might 

be titled: 
· 28 

''The United Brethren Church.'' A final illustration of the 

type of bond which often developed between students is exhibited in a 

beautiful wish expressed toWilla,Adams by Norris "Gib" Gilbert. He 

wrote in her autograph book: 

May the names of those who love you 
Whose hearts are true and kind, 
When you are in· life' s twilight 
Rest gently on your mind.29 

Gradually, the student life of the campus developed into a collegi-,. 

ate way .. A community was molded which matured outside of the classroom, 

the laboratory, the faculty office, and other i;tandard academic environ-

mental surroundings. The campus of the Oklahoma Agricultural .. and Meehan-

ical College was a world unto itself. The students realized this fact; 

thus they learned to make their way both individually and collectively. 

The importance of this aspect of the institution should not· be 

26Ibid, 

27 The College Paper, February 1, 1900, p. 109. 

28The &· and~· College Mirror, February, 1898, p. 9. 

29oAMC, [ "Autograph Book of Willa Adams," n.p.J in ''The Dusch Col
lection," (Oklahoma State. Urtiversity 1;..ibrary). 
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underestimated, for it is possible that more behavioral changes occurred 

as a result of student interrelationships than from the formal instruc-

tion presented by the teaching staff. 

The Student Literary Societies 

The origins of the literary society has been lost in the mists of 

antiquity, but in the·prairie West the organization of such clubs seems 

to have been suggested by the Friday afternoon exercises of the rural 

30 schools. The parents frequently visited school on this day. But to 

the teacher's dismay, chaos and tension often developed. A historian of 

the frontier has conjectured in this regard: 

During this period the children eagerly anticipating two entire 
days of freedom seemed to be possessed of the devil, and the 
teacher with nerves worn to a frazzle by the week's hard work 
was nearly certain to be jumpy, over-critical, and acutely 
sensitive.31 · 

To soothe the nerves of the teacher, to provide entertainment for the 

waiting parents, and to interest the children, the Friday afternoon 

classes were cancelled and a "literary" held instead. 32 

Since many of the students of the Oklahoma Agricultural and Meehan-

ical College attended frontier elementary schools in the midwest, it is 

not surprising. that a literary society was established at A. and M. dur

ing. the first academic year. 33 In January, 1892 the faculty and students 

_30Edward Everett Dale, "The Frontier Literary Society," Nebraska 
History, XXXI (1950), p. 168. 

31Edward Everett Dale, "Teaching on the·Prairie Plains, 1890-1900," 
The Mississippi Valley Historical Review, XXXIII (1946), p. 303. 

321bid. 

33rt is also possible that the society originated as a heritage of 
the older colleges and universities. For the legacy of such institu·~ · 
tions, see Frederick Rudolph, The American College~ University: :! 
History (New York, 1962), pp. 137-146, 270-271, 451. 
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organized the Star-Crescent Literary Society. 34 The organization was 

designed to provide information and entertainment for students and citi-

zens of the local community. It was so popular that almost every member 

f h h 1 .. d 35 o t e preparatory sc oo Joine. 

· The name of the society may have been derived from one of several 

sources. President Barker, it will be remembered, lived in Crescent 

City, Oklahoma .. Therefore, a portion of the name may have been selected 

indirectly to honor him. In addition, a student motto was: "Ad Astra 

36 per Aspera. 11 The word "star" could possibly have been taken from the 

motto in order to make the name of the organization include something 

. from the faculty (Crescent) and something from the students (star) .. On 

the other hand, a land-grant college formed in 1862 possessed a literary 

37 society called the Crescents. Consequently, the students and faculty 

may have wanted to borrow a historical name. 

No original records of the Star-Crescent Society remain, but a few 

of its activities have been preserved in local newspapers. The meetings 

were held in the evenings on Friday with both faculty and students as 

well as townspeople attending. In the month of January, a debate oc.., 

curred among Earl Myers, Phede Shearer, Julian Murphy, and Lillie 

38 
Emmons. A similar meeting occurred in April, featuring a debate on 

34The Stillwater Gazette, January 22, 1892, p. 2. 

35 J, H. Adams, ''When the College Was Young," The _!. and .!:!· College 
· Magazine, I .(1929), p. 9. 

36 
. The !· and ,!:!, College Mirror, May 15, 1895, [ n. p. J. 

37 
Earle D. Ross,! History of the Iowa State College of Agriculture 

and the Mechanic Arts '(Ames, 1942), p. 177. 

38rhe Stillwater Gazette, January 22, 1892, p. 2. 
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39 the topic of woman suffrage. In·June the boys planned a surprise box 

supper for the girls, and the group at large provided the entertainment 

for the first closing exercises •.. The club was .reorganized the next year, 

but met with little success. The reasons for its demise are not now 

clear . 

. The student literary societies which were founded from 1893 to,1902 

after the death of the Star-Crescent Society should not be associated 

with· Greek letter fraternities or sororif;:'ies •. A student newspaper arti•·· 

cle suggested that such organizations were undemocratic and should be 

banned from land-grant college campuses. 40 Instead the literary soci-

eties were created to fill curricular gaps, stimulate.physical and intel-

lectual growth, promote contact between the sexes, and give practice in 

41 
debate and oratory. The organizations were popular with the students, 

42 
who anxiously sought new members. 

On the evening of October 16,:1893,.a small number of male college 

students met at the Methodist Episcopal Church, South to discuss the 

organization of a 1 . . 43 iterary society. Ervin G. Lewis and Alfred E. 

·d· ff" 44 presi ing o icers. Jarrell served as . . . . ~ ·' . . ' . .. ., . . - .· After a lengthy session, the 

39The Stillwater Gazette, April .15,. 1892, [n.p.J • 

40 
The College Paper, December-January, 1905-1906, p. 45. 

41oAMC, [Willa Adams, ''The Scrapbook of Willa Adams," n. p .J in "The 
Dusch Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library); OAMC, Annual Cat
alog, Session of 1894-1895, pp. 114-115;. The !: ~ ~· College Mirror-,
June 15, 1895, [n.p] ; ~ Payne County Populist, January 18, 1900, p. 8. 

42The Stillwater Gazette, September 26, 1895, p. 1. 

43oAMc, Constitution of the Webster Debating:Society (Stillwater, 
1896), p. i. 

440AMC, "Minutes of the Webster Literary Society," October 16, 1893, 
(Oklahoma State University J,.ibrary), Cn. p.]. 
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participants decided to seek permission from the faculty to organize the 

Webster Debating Society. 45 ·Gaining approval, fourteen males met again 

the following week to elect officers and write a constitution. 46 The 

personable Frank Waugh, the youthful agriculturalist, gained a majority 

of the presidential votes. 47 

According to the constitution of the Webster Society, as it was us-

ually called, the purpose of the organization was to improve its members 

48 in debating, general literature,. and "social development." The weekly 

meetings were to consist of roll call, a reading of the previous minutes, 

the initiation of new members, a ~usiftess session, a debete, the report 

of the critic, and the formulation of plans for the following meeting. 49 

Such systematic procedure had been demanded by George Holter. He did 

not completely trust the students; thus, to him, the constitution was 

50 the same as a college regulation and must be scrupulously heeded. 

The all-male member Webster Literary Society remained essentially a 

debating club for the majority of its life. There is some indication 

. 51 that the faculty considered approving the weekly debate in advance, 

45oAMC, ''Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
· Library), p. 150. 

46 OAMC, A. E. Jarrell to B .. B •. Chapman, September 1, 1958, ''The 
Jarrell Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

47oAMC, "Minutes of the Webster Literary Society," October 20, 1893, 
(Oklahoma State University Library), .[n. p.J • 

48oAMC, Constitution of the Webster Literary:society, p. 1. 

49lbid., p. 10. 

50oAMC, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
· Library), p. 161. 

51Ibid., p. 157. 
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but no intensified effort seems to have been made in that direction. The 

debate resolutions covered a broad range of subjects, with popular ones 

being frequently repeated. Generally speaking, the topics fell into five 

major categories, namely: educational, historical, political, philosoph-

icai, and social. . A listing of some of the representative titles follows: 

Educational 

1. November 18, 1893: Resolved that a student should choose 
his profession before entering college. Negative decision. 
2. February 10, 1894: Resolved that the study of mathematics 
is of more use than the study of English. Affirmative deci
sion. 
3. January. 12, 1895: Resolved that the studies of the classes 
of the college should be set back one year .. Affirmative deci
. sion. 
4. September 28, 1895: Resolved that training is more the 
object of education than information. Affirmative decision. 

Historical 

1. November 25, 1893: Resolved that Washington deserves 
more credit for defending his country than does Columbus 
for discovering it. Affirmative decision. 
2. January 6, 1894: Resolved that Arnold should not have 
been deprived of his command at the time he was. Affirma
tive decision. 
3. January 19, 1895: Resolved that the character of 
Napoleon should be admired. No decision recorded. 
4. February 29,. 1896: Resolved that the warrior has done 
more for civilization than the statesman. Affirmative deci
sion. 
5 .. April 7, 1896: Resolved that the feudal system was favor
able to civilization. Affirmative decision. 

Philosophical 

1. October 28, 1893: Resolved that there is more pleasure in 
pursuit:than in possession. No decision recorded. 
2. January 20, 1894: Resolved that curiosity will lead a man 
further than necessity will drive him. Negative decision. 
3. February 24, 1894: Resolved that country life is better 
than town life. Decision for the affirmative. 
4. November 2, 1895: Resolved that there is more happiness in 
the savage than in the civilized state •. Affirmative decision. 

Political 

1. January 13, 1894: Resolved that Oklahoma now should be 
admitted as a state. Affirmativ~ decision. 



2. January 27,. 1894: Resolved that the Queen of Hawaii should 
be returned to her throne. Negative decision. 
3. March 10, 1894: · Resolved that the Chinese laborer should 
be excluded from the United States. Affirmative decision. 
4. November 3, 1894: Resolved that the Government should own 
and control the railroads of the United States. Affirmative 
decision. 
5. Febru~ry 15, 1896: Resolved that the natiqnal banking sys
tem of the United States should be abolished. Affirmative 
decision. 

Social 

1. May 26, 1894: Resolved that poverty causies more crime than 
ignorance .. Affirmative decision. 
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2. October 13, 1894: Resolved that capital punishment is justi
fiable. Affirmative decision. 
3. January 5, 1895: Resolved that Indians have received worse 
treatment by the whites than the Negro. Affirmative decision. 
4. November 4, 1895: Resolved that the lqwyers have proven a 
curse on the country, and are not necessary under our present 
state of civilization. Affirmative decision.52 

A student critic judged the debates and rendered a verdict. The 

various judgments which are listed at the end of the debate·topics should 

not be taken as representative of the thinking of the entire student 

body. Willa Adams, who served as a critic, has written years later: "I 

see by the [Sigma] minutes I was appointed a judge a few times, and now 

I am wondering just upon what I based my decision, whether on the 

strength of the arguments,. or on my personal preference or feeling toward 

53 debators." V. Williams, another early student, in a college newspaper 

article entitled, "An Unloved Friend," added that critics were accused 

of having personal biases and sometimes were unpopular as the result of 

52These debate topics have been compiled from the "Minutes of the 
Webster Literary Society," from October 28, 1893 to October 3, 1896. 
The resolutions used by the Sigma Literary Society formed later in the 
same month are similar. Precedent for listing debate topics in the text 
is Edward Everett Dale, "The Frontier Literary Society," Nebraska HistorY,, 
XXXI (1950), p. 168. 

53willa Adams Dusch, The Sigma Literary Society (Stillwater, 1951), 
p. 17. 
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their decisions. The writer reminded his readers that everyone could 

benefit from criticism, whether it came from a professor, literary crit-

ic, 54 or student friend. In conclusion, the reporter said that while 

the debate itself was important as far as judging was concerned, incor-

rect speech, rude manners, imperfections in morals, unclutivated tastes, 

and general ignorance were other items that needed to be considered in 

55 rendering a verdict and "better things suggested in their place." 

The next literary group to receive a charter from the faculty was 

the Sigma Literary Society. Maggie Hutto and Elsie Parker, perhaps feel-

ing. left out because the Websters' organization excluded females, ap-

proached President B~rker in October, 1893 about the possibility of 

· 56 
beginning another club. · The executive did not appear sympathetic to 

the idea, but Professor Frank Waugh, who was also in the room, assisted 

the·girls in their endeavor by asking the kind of questions which helped 

57 the girls to present a convincing case. Finally, the president gave 

his permission. 

The Sigma Literary Society held its first meeting on the evening of 

October 20, 1893. Nine male and female students embarked upon the task 

f . . . . 58 o writing a constitution. Three days later George Holter announced in 

59 the weekly faculty meeting that the project had been completed. Then 

54The College Paper, November,. 1902, p: 86~ 

55rbid. 

56 Dusch, p. 3. 

57Ibid., p. 5. 

, . 

58The !· and~· College Mirror,. May 15, 1895, [n .• p.]. 

59oAMc, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
· Library), p. 150. 
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he asked for approval of the document. Evidently some objections were 

60 raised as it was three weeks later before the body granted the request. 

·The delay probably involved the redrafting of the instrument so that it 

more closely coincided with the one previously approved for the Websters. 

When completed, the final draft stated that the objectives of the organi-

zation were to ''improve oratory, general literature, and to· promote 

friends. 1161 

In spite of the constitutional similarities, the two· societies were 

markedly different. First, the· Sigma Society. contained both males and 

females, thus providing more opportunity for dating, an activity which 

1 . h f . 1 · . . 62 was popu ar wit rontier iterary organizations. Second, the pro-

grams of the co-educational group included literature and music. In 

fact, Miss Katie Neal composed an official song for the body entitled: 

63 ''The SigmaWaltz." Third, the Sigmas' meetings includedmore·variety 

than the activities of its campus counterpart. A typical program con-

tained: (1) opening music, usually a vocal solo; (2) a call of the roll; 

(3). a declamation; (4) a dramatic reading; (5) more music, probably 

instrumental; (6) a debate; (7) practice in extemporaneous speaking; 

(8) drill in parliamentary. procedure; (9) a reading of the minutes of 

the previous meeting: (10) the report of the critic; (11) general criti-

cisms from the audience on the debate; and (12)· the assignment of duties 

and responsibilities for the coming meeting. 64 

GOibid., p. 152. 

61oAMc, Constitution of the Sigma Literarx; Society (Stillwater, 
n.d.), {n.p. J. ·-·-

62For example, see James· Whitcomb Riley, "At the Literary," ~ Com
·. plete Works tl James Whitcomb. Riley (New York, 191,6), pp. 1292-1295. 

63nusch, p. 17. 
64compiled.from the "Minutes of the Sigma Literary· Society,"'Febru

ary 8, 1895 to November 28, 1896. 
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With two societies competing for new members and campus and comlllun-

ity prestige, it was not long until hostility occurred between the organ-

izations. The first instance of inter-group rivalry took place in late 

1893 •. A joint debate ended in victory for the Sigmas, but the Websters 

walked away from the affair complaining that they had not properly under-

stood the ground rules. James H. Adams explained: "The Webster speak-

ers had prepared for long arguments, and, when, the chairman limited 

them to ten minutes each, they were not prepared to concentrate their 

65 remarks and consequently lost the debate.'' To evidence their resent-

ment, the all-male group passed a motion in a subsequent meeting request-

ing their secretary "to inform the Sigmas that they did not desire to 

h ld . . . 1166 o any more Joint meetings. 

In 1896 the occasional bickering turned into serious trouble. At 

the beginning of the academic year, the members of both societies voted 

67 to purchase and wear different distinctive badges. Then, just preced-

ing the Thanksgiving vacation, the faculty received requests from each 

literary society seeking permission to hold a meeting on the holiday eve 

at the Methodist Church. The Sigmas, who at the request of the faculty 

had cancelled a previous meeting in order for the faculty to hold a re

ception, were given approval to hold a social. 68 The application of the 

65oAMc, "Selections from the Record Book of Oklahoma Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State University Library), 
p. 42. 

66oAMc, ''Minutes of the Webster Literary Society," December 9, 1893, 
(Oklahoma State University Library), [n.p.]. 

67 OAMC, "Minutes of the Sigma Literary Society," (Oklahoma State Uni
versity Library), p. 37; OAMC, "Minutes of the Webster Literary Society," 
October 26,. 1895, (Oklahoma State University Library), [n.p.]. 

68 Dusch, p. 23. 
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Websters Was deni.ed. 69 0 th d . t d . h N . G"lb t n e esigna e evening, wen orris· i er 

attempted to announce the debate topic, the bells began to ring continu-

ously. Someone had wired the contacts together. The entertainment was 

finally held, but the Sigmas blamed the Websters for the interruption. 

The hostilities continued. At the request of the faculty a joint 

meeting of the two societies was ·scheduled for Friday, December 4th. 

Before the evening's entertainment could get under way a f:i,st-fight de

veloped. Several young men suffered lacera.tions and bruises. 70 The news 

of the dispute spread to the community. After the Christmas vacation, 

the. Eagle-Gazette reported: "There is quite an ill .feeling. between the 

two college literary societies, that has cuased quite a disturbance for 

the past few weeks, we hope that this will be overcome, and that the 

71 societies will work in harmony.with each other." The hoped-for recon-

ciliation did not come .about. Jus.t a short time later the· Sigma.s stole 

some refreshments of the ·,Websters; in turn the Websters "spiked" a bush

el of Sigma apples with quinine and cayenne peppers. 72 

The faculty investigated the fist-fight •. Altogether nine boys were 

'd d f 1 f h k · d 73 suspen e rom c ass or at ree wee perio. Particularly dis\:ullbing 

to the faculty was the fact that the students refused-to inform on each 

other. The ties of the collegiate way held strong. To punish the cul-

prits, both those involved in the fight and those who maintained silence, 

69oAMC, ''~inutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), p. 267. 

70 Dusch, p. 25. 

71 The Eagle-Gazette, January 17, 1895, p. 5. 

72 
. The A· ~ ~· College Mirror, January· 16, 1896, p. 5. 

73oAMC, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), p. 270. 
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the faculty ordered the college secretary to announce that the existing 

literary societies were officially abolished. 74 At least in the case of 

75 the Sigmas, the members met again to divide the funds in the treasury. 

This last parting must have been sad, for as long as fifty years in the 

future· the organization held fond memories f<:n · its members. 

The next year the students challenged the faculty's authority to 

ban student societies •. A secret meeting. was held in the upstairs room 

of the Payne County Bank. After another investigation, the faculty pub-

lished a policy letter detailing the relation of the students to the c0l-

lege. In part, the communication read: 

It is the sense of the Faculty that the students of this insti
tution are under the control of the Faculty from the time they 
enter College until their connec'tion therewith is severed by 

. withdrawal, suspension, expulsion, or graduation.7 6 

But in spite of the stern tone of the letter, the faculty decided to· per-

mit their charges to charter newliterary organizations •. The first to 

form was the Omega Society, which had a continuous life until 1905. 77 

The College Legislature, the Alpha Society, the Young. Ladies's Society, 

the Philomathian Society, and the Social Club were organized later. 78 

Nevertheless, the death of the Websters and Sigmas marked the end of the 

debating literary societies' heyday on the campus. 

74Ibid., p. 276. 

75 OAMC, "Treasurer's Book of. the .Sigma Literary Society,"· (Oklahoma 
·State University ~ibrary), p. 21. 

76oAMC, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), p. 300. 

77 The A •. and~. College:t1irror, December 15, 1897, p, 8; ~College 
_Paper, January, 1905, p. 67. 

78 · 
~· College Paper, April 1, 1900, p. 9; April,. 1905, p. 95; 

March 1, 1902, p. 214; October, 1906, p. 11; February, 1906, p. 61; 
October, 1902, p. 82; February, 1904, p. 195. 
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. The two major literary organizations served an extremely important 

function on the campus. With no elective system, and with the rote 

learning.techniques still popular during the "itinerant years," the 

Websters and Sigmas provided students with the opportunity to discuss 

.current educational and intellectual topics. As the elective system came 

into vogue in Stillwater, and as teaching methodologies improved, the 

debates of the new societies lost much of their glamor. Clubs related 

to subject matter disciplines became the new rage. 

The Student Newspapers 

An important heritage of the student literary societies,.particular

ly the Sigmas, whose membership included a.large number of the imagina

tive gentle sex, was the introduction of a college newspaper to the 

campus. Because of a.lack of money, and since there were no printing 

facilities at the college, the ;initial editions of the papers were not 

published. Instead, they were written in longhand and passed among the 

members of the student body in manuscript form .. In 1895, using literary 

club dues, subscriptions, fa~ulty contributions, and advertising. reve~ 

nues, the students succeeded in publishing a paper entitled~!_.~ 

· !'!· College Mirror. The initiative for the project came exclusively from 

the students. 

The first evidence of student interest in newspapers were the "col

lege notes" sent to the editors of Stillwater weeklies. At irregular 

intervals, such men as Charles Becker of the Gazette received campus news 

items signed: "No Man;" "Mirza;" "Vanquished;" "The Populist;" "G.A.S.;" 
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'' d . f ·1 . d . f · bl · · · 1 79 "Pagoda; an a variety o. persona uni enti ia e initia s. After 

publication of $everal barbed comments about students and faculty, the 

editor of the Gazette, who received most of the "college note" items, 

decided that henceforth all future submissions had to be signed if they 

80 
were to be published in his paper. 

The manuscript campus newspapers were ,quite often read. as a portion 

of the proceedings of the literary society meetings. An example of such 

a paper was the "Riverside Review," which was jointly written by Willa 

Adams and some other unknown college student. The news items were neat-

ly written on r'uled tablet paper and covered ten pages. While the paper 

did not have a date,it was numbered volume ten, number five, thereby in

dicating it was part of a series. 81 The content of the make-shift week-

ly contained stories about the faculty and students. For example, an 

engagement was announced, the results of a chemistry test were discussed, 

a chapel address by President Barker was summarized,. and it was noted 

_that I,.ieutenant Norris Gilbert had given an improper command during 

drill and his company "ran right into him, knocked his cap off and ran 

h . 1182 over im .. 

In 1895, the year that the literary societies were at their zenith, 

the members of these organizations made plans to issue a published edi-

tion of their hitherto manuscript newspaper. Under the business 

79 . These names were compiled from The Stillwater Gazette and The 
Payne County Populist newspapers from January 1, 1892 to January 1, 1895. 

80 . 
The Stillwater Gazette, February 28, 1895, p. 1. 

81oAMc, ["The Riverside Review," n.p.J in ''The Dusch Collection," 
(Oklahoma State University Library). 

82Ibid. 
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leadership of Jessie Thatcher, 83 the content of the initial printed ef-

fort was gathered and written during the month of April. . Shortly after-

ward, The Stillwater-Gazette proclaimed: "The first issue of the 

. 84 
10klahoma A. and M. Mirror' will be out about May 13." The: paper came 

out on schedule. It contained sixteen pages, which included advertising, 

85 
news stories, educational information, and items of local interest • 

. A major .·factor in moving the Aggies to publish their own newspaper 

at this time was the custom of student newspaper exchange, a national 

, phenomenon paralleling the rise of sensational urban publications. Stu-

dents of high schools, colleges,. and universities, all anxious to publi-

cize the merits of their institutions, printed newspapers and then 

mailed them to everyone willing to return the courtesy. The College 

Mirror exchanged with over one hundred high schools and colleges scat-

tered throughout the length and breadth of the nation, including the 

states of Arkansas, California, Massachusetts, Michigan, Nebraska, New 

Y k d P 1 . 86 or , an ennsy vania. When the first issue of theMirror came off 

the press, the students sent ·a large number of copies to other institu-

tions and to newspaper editors located within the territory of Oklahoma. 

They then anxiously awaited the verdict of their colleagues. Generally 

87 speaking, the reviews were good. 

83oAMC, "Minutes of the Sigma I,.iterary· Society," (Oklahoma· State 
University Library), p. 77. 

84The Stillwater Gazette, May 9, 1895, p, 1. 

85 -
. The !_. and !:!· _College Mirror, May 15, 1895, _[n.pJ'. 

86Many of the institutions with which the Aggies exchanged news
·papers are listed in, The College Paper, February 1, 1902, pp. 192-193; 
. The College Paper,, April, 1902, p. 1. 

87Thirteen·reviews of the first edition of the College Mirror may 
be read in the.!_. _and !:!· College _Mirror, June 15, 1895, [ n.p.J. 
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The newspaper of the Stillwater college students was designed, 

among.other things, to advance the cause of education and their own in-. 

stitution. An early editorial writer explained the goal of the paper in 

these words: 

While our first purpose is to advance the best interests of 
our own institution, both.at home and abroad, we want the teach
ers of the common and high schools to feel that in our columns 
they may find assistance and encouragement •. To this end we cor
dially invite teachers and all other interested in educational 
matters to contribute .their bes§8 thoughts, and aid us in making 
our paper more and more useful. 

In addition to reprinting popular lectures, educational essays, and sta-

tistics related to land-grant colleges, the paper published a Large num-

her of biographical sketches of prominent literary and scientific : 

figures. In less than one year's time, for exEµUple, verbal portraits 

were printed of John Randolph, Louis Agassiz, William Cullen Bryant, 

Charles Darwin, Robert Fulton,. Asa Gray, Karl Wilhelm von Humboldt, 

Thomas H. Huxley,. Nathaniel Hawthorne, Washington Irving, James Russell 

Lowell, Charles Lyell, Isaac Newton, Edgar Allan Poe, John Tyndale, and 

John Greenleaf Whittier. 89 These items were undoubtedly included for 

the benefit of public school. teachers who did not have access to a 

modern library . 

. The College Mirror met its first demise at the end of the 1895-1896 

academic year. The editor, sensing that the outlook for the paper was 

not bright, attempted to summarize what he had hoped to accomplish dur-

ing his term of office. He wrote: 

We have done the best we could with the means at our com
mand. If we have done even a little to direct attention toward 

88The !· and.~. College Mirror, September 16, 1895, p. 81. 

89These names were compiled from ~ !· ~ ~· College Mirror, 
June 15, 1895 to June 15, 1896. 



the institution, to educate people to a proper understanding 
of what the institution is and of what our work is, to bring 
students to the institution and to increase its influence and 
power, we are satisfied. Whether the pa~er shall have a fu
ture is a question yet to be determined. 0 
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The paper was not published the following year, but in September, 1897 

it came out again. This time, howev~r, the venture was edited jointly 

by the faculty and students of the department of English. 91 Neverthe-

less, the reorganization did not solve some basic financial problems. A 

member of the faculty, E. E .. Bogue, became a committee of one to appor-

tion the indebtedness amon.gthe professors in proportion to.the salaries 

h . d 92 t ey receive. 

Dr. Angelo·Scott found an answer to·the perplexing dilemma the sub-

sequent year. He correct.ly surmised that the· high costs of printing the 

93 paper could be substantially reduced if the college had its own press. 

· Then, too, the cost of reproducing experiment station bulletins had risen 

sharply in the past due to "the unreasonably high prices charged for work 

done under the contract for printing made by the Territorial Legislature 

in 1897. 1194 Therefore, a department of printing was created in order to 

.give assistance to both organizations. This step successfully elimi-

nated the majority of the printing. problems of both groups. 

90The !· and~· College Mirror, June 15, 1896, p. 8. 

91The !:_. and ~- College Mirror,, September 15, 1897, p. 2. 

9201\Mc, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), p. 318. 

93The College Paper, May 15, 1899, p. 2. President Scott had had 
experience with student newspapers before coming. t6 Stillwater. He and 
two of his classmates at the University of Kansas wrote and printed the 
first student newspaper at Lawrence. In addition, he was an ex-newspaper 
publisher himself. The College Paper, Qctober, 1906; p •. 8 •. 

94Francis Richard Gilmore, "A Historical Study of the Oklahoma 
Agricultural Experiment.Station," (Unpublished Ed. D. Dissertation, 
Oklahoma State University, 1967), p. 63. 
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EarlyAthletic Activities 

During the· "itinerant years" little attention was given by the fac-

ulty to collegiate athletics, either intramural or extramural. With no 

campus, a meager budget, a lack of nearby institutions with which to 

compete, and the absence of a railroad to provide transportation to 

"away" games, the omission is .understandable. James· Homer· Adams, a mem-

her of the first graduating class, des~ribed the athletic activities of 

the ea:r.ly students in these words: 

The athletic sports, outside of an occasional game of foot
ball and some talk about baseball, were all concentrated and 
merged into one day--Washington's birthday. The sports cQn
sisted of a game of football, a foot race, sack race, three
legged race, potatoe race, pie-ea.ting.contest, running, jumping, 
high jumping, and tug-of-war.95 

Nevertheless, the interest of the students in this area increased each 

year. In 1895 the boys became quite vocal about the fact that no organ~· 

ized athletic program existed on the campus. A student newspaper item 

related: "The continued talk about athletic sports iii our college is be-

' 96 
coming tiresome in the extreme." While the work on the college farm 

.. provided physical exercise and thus negated the need for an intramural 

program, the students' interest in extramural sports activities grew 

more intense. 

Those students who agitated for inter-collegiate athletic teams 

found a variety of arguments to support their position. They believed 

the day was past when the scholar could be conceived of as qne who "wore 

glasses or had a scholarly hump on his back. 1197 Instead, they pointed 

95oAMc, "Selections from the Record Book of Oklahoma Agricultural am 
Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (CklahomaStateUniversity ~ibrar,y), p. 41. 

96rhe !· ~ ~· College Mirror, September 16, 1895; [n.p.J. 

97 ·c J ·The!· and :t!· College Mirror, May 15, 1895,· n,p,, • 
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out, as did the author of an article entitled "The Value of Athletics," 

that the ancient Greeks believed "a strong and symmetrical body was 

necessary to perfect the development of the mind. 1198 Finally, another 

student rationalized: 

There seems to exist an intimate relation between the vigor
ous athletics and the receptive powers of the mind; and that 
institution which leads in excellence of its games turns out 
the best prepared men mentally and physically.99 

The students in favor of athletics found what at first seemed to be 

an unlikely champion to further their cause. This man was Angelo-Scott, 

an individual who,represented the traditional-picture of what a scholar 

should look like. He, with the approval of the board of regents, con-

structed for the students an athletic field which some called the finest 

such facility in the Territory.lOO Furthermore, he paved the way for the 

admission of the Stillwater institution into the·Oklahoma Intercollegiate 

Athletic Conference and the Oklahoma Intercollegiate Oratorical Associa

tion. lOl These two organizations held the·ir contests simultaneously. . In 

both respects the A. and M. students fared exceptionally well and probab-

ly did not deserve the"plowboy and blacksmith" nickname attached to 

102 them by their opponents. 

The first athletic teams were self-supporting, but their activities 

were supervised by a committee of the faculty. On Feb'ruary2, 1904, the 

98~ College Paper, November l, 1901, p. 104. 

99The College Paper, October 1, 1899, .p. 51. 

lOOThe College Paper, April 1, 1900, p. 9; The College Paper, 
January 1, 1900, pp. 1-2. 

101 
The Tulsa (Oklahoma)'World, April 3, 1966, p. 4; The Payne County 

Populist, January 18, 1900, p. 8. 

102 
The Stillwater Gazette, May 10, 1900, p. 1. 
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athletic committee codified the institution's rules concerning student 

participation in intercollegiate sports. the completed report stated 

that athletic contests had to be approved in advance, students who lived 

off campus had to register with college officials when traveling with 

the team to an "away" game, a successful grade needed to be made in 

seventy-five per cent of the last semester's courses, work missed on the 

college work program needed to be made up, ineligible students had to be 

suspended from the team, and no one sport was to have a monopoly on 

games held away from Stillwater. 103 Inaddition, the socials and sup-

·pers sponsored by·the student body to finance the teams had to be ap-

104 proved in advance by, the faculty. 

The sport _which aroused the most enthusiasm on the part of the stu

dents was football. lOS It wat:; also. Dr. Scott who cleared the way for 

the Aggies to form a team and compete interc0lle.giately. in this area. 

His opinions on the subject were voiced to F. L. Shallabargar, a Guthrie 

stationed newspaper reporter for the. Kansas City Journal. He wrote: 

In answer to your inquiry of the 24th instant, respect
ing the attitude of this institution toward the game of foot
ball, I have to say that it is distinctly favorable. We 
encourage the game .without reserve, except that the partici
pants in it must preserve their standing in classes. 

Occasional accidents on the field are to be depl.ored, 
certainly; but even the elements of risk and danger I do not 
regard as an unmixed evil. Besides giving health and strength, 
the game develops self-reliance and courage. We expect to 

103 
TheCollege Paper, February, 1904, p. 195. 

104oAMc, "Minutes of the First Faculty," (Oklahoma State University 
Library), p. 330. 

lOSThis enthusiasm corresponded with an increased national interest 
in the sport. For a good analysis 0f the reasons for its rising p0pu
larity, see Rudolph,, pp. 371-393. 
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have a strong team the coming season, and shall give our full~ : 
est encouragement.106 

The first intercollegiate football game played by the Orange and Black 

came a month later with the Kingfisher College. The latter team went 

down by a score of 220-o. 107 The students and local citizens took an 

immediate interest in the football contests, and special trains were 

h d · d h A · i· 108 B "d h · f. "d c artere in or er to see t e ggies pay. . esi es aving a ormi a-

ble team, the campus newspaper believed the Aggies had a reputation for 

II 1 1 1 11109 gent emart y p ay. " 

During the Scott years, the athletic teams were of consistently 

high quality .. One of the proudest moments in the athletic history of 

the institution occurred on May 23, 1900, when the literary and track 

llO team brought the prized Douglas Cup to Stillwater permanently. Miss 

Alice Jenkins placed first in the·Oklahoma Intercollegiate Oratorical 

Association· contest with a spe1ech entitled "Ideals •11111 The Orange and 

Black team defeated the Edmond Normal School, the Kingfisher College, 

and the University of Oklahoma for the track championship. 112 Since this 

106 · 
Quoted from The College Paper, October 1,. 1899, p. 56. 

107sam Barnes, ''Early Day Football Reviewed," The A. and M. College 
Magazine, VI (1934), p. 6. The Aggies chose their scho';;°l colo-;s in one 
of Professor George Holter's classes. The selection of the Princeton 
combination was most likely a tribute to Harry E. Thompson as his father 
was a graduate of that institution. OAMC, A. E. Jarrell to B. B. Chap
man, September 1, 1958, "The Jarrell Collection," (Oklahoma State Uni
versity ~ibrary). 

108The Stillwater Gazette, April 26, 1900, p. 4, 

109The College Paper, January 1, 1900, p. 104. 

110 The College Paper, July, 1902, p. 59 . 

. 111 rbid. 

112Ibid. 
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victory was the second in a row for A. and M., the college was permitted 

k h 11 b ' d db. h ' . 1 113 . to eep t e sma , · ut precious, cup onate y a Gut r1.e Jewe er. 

The increasing emphasis on athletics, especially football, generated 

a number of reactions from college students during the 1901'.'"1902 academ-

ic year. In November, Miss Lila Nelson forwarded an article headlined 

114 
''One View of Football" to the editors of the college newspaper. In 

the communication she maintained the game should be banned on the campus 

because it endangered life and limb, was too violent to be healthful, was 

brutal and degrading, and in addition cultivated a rough and unsympathet~ 

ic spirit among the students. Such a challenge, of course, could not go 

long unheeded. R. H. Kerr submitted a counte;rposition to the paper in 

the form of an essay entitled "A Defense of Football. 11115 He admitted 

that serious injuries had occurred, but he believed that Americans by 

nature were a competitive people and enjoyed such activity. This spirit 

of competition was what had made America great. Because of it, the flag 

of the United States currently stretched half-way around the world, and 

the nation had never suffered defeat in time of war. Because of our im-

mense strength we were good architects of peace. He concluded his de-

fense by stating that Chancellor Otto van Bismarck had said that 

two-thirds of the students of German universities "die young as a direct 

· 116 
result of their college course." Therefore, football was no worse. 

113Ibid. 

114 The College Paper, November 28,. 1902, pp. 125-127. 

115 
The College Paper, January 28, 1903, pp. 176-179. 

116Ibid. 
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In conclusion, it is important to note that the A. and M. athletic 

programs, with the exception of the track facilities provided by the 

f 
board of regents at the direction of Angelo·Scott, were self-supporting. 

Valuable federal and state funds were not used to finance such endeavors, 

thereby preserving what revenues existed for extension, instruction, and 

research. As better equipment was perfected in order to protect the 

health of combatants in athletic contests, and as more scientific meth-

ods of physical conditioning.were developed, the opposition to intercol-

legiate sports, especially football, faded. In the end, the teams of 

the Aggies helped to, instill a deep-seated school spirit. A variety of 

chants and cheers reflected the interest of the students in their insti-

tution. , A favorite, the first school song, came from the pen of Presi-

dent Angelo Scott. It went: 

Oh, we are students of the A. M. C. 
Ki Yi! Ki Ye! 

The wearers of the black and the orange, we, 
Rip Zip! · Hooray! 

· We haven't any great excess of cash, 
Yell A. M. C! 

And that's why we don't do.anything rash, 
0. K. L., A! 

Chorus, 
Ki Yi! Ki Ke! Rip Zip! Hooray! 

Hooray! Hooray! 
Yell A. M. G! 0, K. L. A117 

0. K. L. A! 

Conclusion 

The early students of the Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical Col-

lege contributed measurably to the institutionalization process. They, 

ll?A d ' f h A d 11 b 1 d . repro uction o t e . an· M. Co ege Song may e ocate in 
the Stillwater Public Library Historical Collectio~. 
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like som~ of their leaders, envisioned the territorial college as a step

ping stone to the construction of a major university, While their stu,-, _ 

dent organizations were undoubtedly geared toward self-fulfillment, they 

were also consciously oriented toward enhancing the prestige of their 

alma mater. The performances of the literary societies evidenced to the 

townspeople that the faculty was successful in polishing some of the 

rough frontier edges, The newspapers told the A, and M, story to young 

people all over the nation, and, in addition, gave educational informa,

tion to isolated public school teachers. TheOrange and Black athletic 

teams, through their accomplishments, turned the attention of Oklahomans 

more and more to the higher educational institution located in Payne 

county. Finally, the pride that the early Aggies had in their college 

was responsible in no small degree for the ever increasing enrollments 

during the administration of Dr. Angelo Cyrus Scott. 



. CHAPTER IX .. 

ANGELO CYRUS SCOTT 

Shortly before the Christmas·vacation of the 1898-1899 academic 

year, Angelo Scott, a founder and leading citizen of Oklahoma City, re-

ce:i.ved an invitation to deliver a public lecture to the students of the 

agricultural college located in Stillwater. 1 While Dr. Scott did not 

know it at the time, the faculty extended this invitation in order to 

scout at close range the talents of a man many people in Oklahoma con~ 

2 ·sidered to be the cultural leader of the Terri.tory. About the same 

time, President George M.orrow penned a note to the Chancellor of the 

University of K~nsas, Frartcis H:untington Snow, to check on the Citian's 

academic credentials. The reply clescribed.the candidate in glowing 

. terms. ,In part, it read: 

P.• 3. 

Mr. Scott is one of the most highly respected and talented grad-. 
uates of the University of Kan$as. He has remarkahlE:! qualities 
of a literary character. He was at one.time invited to become 
a member of the faculty at this University, but at the time, 
much to our disappointment, had otl;leJ;' plans that coµld not.be 
lightly set aside. I am thoroughly· acquainted with him .•••. I 
should consider your institution exceedingly fortunate to be 
able to secure his se~vices.3 

1 
Angelo c. Scott, The Story.of~ Administration (Stillwater, 1929), 

2oAMC, Fayette Copeland to Mrs.A. c. Scott, March 31, 1949, "The 
Scott Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library); The.Stillwater 
Gazette, .June [no day], 1,908, p. 4. · -- · 

3Quoted from The A· ~ tl,;,College Mirror (Stillwater), January, 
1899,.p. 8. 
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On the basis of this favorable reconnnendation, an outstanding record of 

past accomplishments in Oklahoma, a~d the inspiring lecture presented in 

the college auditorium, A. c. Scott was appointed chairman of the depart-

ment of English, being selected over a number of other candidates who 

had applied from.all parts of the nation. 4 

The former Oklahoma City lawyer remained as chairman from Januaryl, 

1898 to June 30, 1899. He acquired at Stillwater a reputation as an ex-

ceptional teacher and lecturer, which on one occasion prompted the alum-

ni magazine of his alma mater to describe him with near divine powers, 

calling him.a man who spoke "with the tongues 0£ men and angels. 115 When 

George Morrow retired, Angelo Scott became the unanimous choice.of the 

board of regents for the college presidency. 6 Bidding. his friend and 

former superior a fond farewell, Dr. Scott used his varied talents to 

carry on the spirit of his predecessor's administration. The purpose of 

this chapter is to trace the administra.tion of the fifth president of the 

Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College and to assess the effect of 

his term of office on the institution he served. 

The Scott Family Combine 

A key to understanding the successful administration of President 

Angelo Scott concerns the fact that he possessed an illustrious academic, 

family, and occupational background. He constantly drew upon these 

4tbid. 

5oAMC, [An unidentified newsclipping of the Kansas University Grad
~ Magazine, n. p.] in "The Scot't Collection," (Oklahoma State Univer'=' 
sity Library). 

6 The College Paper (Stillwater), June 15, 1899, p. 40. 
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resources to augment his own slender and diminuitive physical frame. 

Born in FrankUn.,, Indiana on September 25, 1857, the son of Dr. John and· 

Maria Scott, 7 Angelo developed a keen se~se of public responsibility and 

a unique respect for higher education. His physician father, who mi-

grated to Olathe, Kansas in 1858 to start a medical practice, retired at 

an early age due to poor health. While this situation had adverse finan-

cial affects on the f~mily" it permitted the elder Scott to spend more 

time with his three sons. As a result the clan became exceptionally 

close •.. Special pains were taken by the parents to make Angelo a prac-

8 
ticing Christian and a man of letters. 

At the time Professor Scott became associated with the Stillwater 

agricultural college hls father and two brothers held prestigious state 

and national positions, giving him a firm·base to work from. Dr. John 

--who·by this time was advanced in age--.sat in the Oklahoma IJouse.of 

Representatives, 9 having run on a platform of promoting education in the 

7 Portrait and Biographical Record · . .2!. Oklahoma (Chapman, 1901), p. 817. 

8oAMC, CMrs. A. C. Scott, "Biographical Notebook of Angelo C. Scott," 
pp. 9-10.] in "The Scott Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

9In spite of ill health, Dr. John Scott held a number of distin
guished positions in Kansas and Oklahoma. In the former state he served 
in both the territorial and state legislatures, including.selection as 
speaker of the house of representatives and president pro~ of the sen
ate. Moreover, he was~ farmer, a representative for the Leavenworth, 
Lawrence and Galveston Railroad, a druggist, a regent for the University 
of Kansas, and a member of.the federal government livestock inspectors in 
Kansas City. In Oklahoma,.now a retired physician, he was appointed In.: 
dian Agent of the Ponca, Pawnee, and Otoe tribes, and was a farmer and a 
member of the Oklahoma Legislature. He died in 1899 soon after his son 
assumed the administrative :re'ins· of the college, becoming the first law-
maker in the Territory to expire in office. Portrait~ Biographical 
Record of Oklahoma, pp. 817-818; The National Cyclopedia of American 
Biography, XXXVII (New York, 1951), p. 337; OT, House Journal, (1899), 
pp. 348-355. 
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state. Because of his experience in Kansas government, he was highly 

esteemed in the eyes of his colleagues. Only an untimely death prevent-

ed him from rendering yeoman service to his college president son. 

William, a brother, also resided in Oklahoma Territory and published the 

influential Oklahoma City Times newspaper, which he and Angelo had 

started on May 9, 1889. 10 In addition, the·brother was at one time a 

member of the Legislature and owned considerable farm land in the western 
. 11 

portion of the state. Both of these men were in a position to further 

the ambitions of their relative and quite often did so, 

The third son of Dr. John Scott, Charles, was also in a position to 

offer concrete assistance to his brother. As a regent of the University 

of Kansas, he was able to secure invitations for Angelo to speak at 

h ' 12 ' d S R ' Lawrence on notewort y occasions; · as a Unite tates. epresentative 

from Kansas, he had been appointed to the chairmanship of the connnittee 

13 
on agriculture by the untidy but colorful Speaker "Uncle Joe" Cannon. 

This committee, of course, worked hand in hand with the land-grant col-

leges •. When circumstances warranted, Charles aided his .brother directly, 

introducing him to prominent Congressmen who assisted President Scott to 

make substantial gains for the college he headed. Of the three brothers, 

Charles and Angelo were the closest. They kept in touch with each other 

lO"Advice at Presidential Level," The!· and M· College Magazine, 
XXV (1954), pp. 20-21. 

11 . ( ) 0 The Daily Oklahoman Oklahoma City, Decemper 3, 1937, p. 1. 

12The J<ansas University Weekly (Lawrence.), September 17,. 1898, p. l. 

13The Iola Register (Kansas), June 6, 1910, p. 2. 
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14 by mail when they left home, and after their careers started to blos~. 
I 

som they spent the summers together either at the Sprague Ranch or at 

the ''Scottag~," both located in Estes Park, Colorado. 15 

Angelo Scott did not lag behind the other members of his family in 

impressive educational and occupa_tional achievements. As· a youth, he 

received tutoring from his father in music and the classics. ·A ret:i.red 

mathematics professor from Williams College, then residing in Iola, pre-

16 pared him for the same institution's entrance examinations. But the 

·week he was to leave for the East,.a hunting accident occurred, keeping 

17 him inactive for nearly a year.. By the next year, Dr. John Scott had 

been appointed a regent of the University of Kansas, and Angelo decided 

to begin his college career at Lawrence. He graduated in-1873, the 

valedict0rian of his class. 18 Continuing.his studies at the same insti-

19 tution, he earned a Master of Arts degree three years later. In 1884, 

the Columbian School of Law in Washington,,D. c. granted him the LL. B. 

20 and the LL, M. 

14 OAMC, {Charles:Scott, "The Journal of Charles F. Scott," n.p.] in 
''The Scott Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

15 [ . OAMC, Mrs. A. c. Scott, "Biographical Notebook of Angelo C. 
Scott," pp. 15-16] in "The Scott Collection," (Oklahoma State University 
Library). 

16oAMC, [A sgeech entitled "Response to Citation for Distinguished 
Service," pp. 4-5 J in "The Scott Collection,'' (Oklahoma State University 
Library). 

17Ibid. 

18Portrait_and Biograehical Record of Oklahoma, p. 818. 

19Ibid. 

20oAMC,. [An unidentified newsclipping in the Kansas University 
· Graduate Magazine, n.p. J in "The Scott Collection," (Oklahoma State Uni
versity Library). 
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Besides an excellent academic record, the young scholar gained a 

variety of occupational experiences which later enhanced his adminis-

trative abilities. He taught school in J:Ola,. worked as a legal clerk 

in the same locality, served on the school board, and then moved to 

Washington, D. c., where he became executive secretary to an ex~Kansas 

governor who was then a state school land conunissioner. 21 Coming to 

Oklahoma in the Run of 1889, Dr. Scott opened a law office, helped to 

found the city which is now the state capital,. started a newspaper in 

Oklahoma City, became a United States' Cgmmissioner, sat in the Legis-

lature, and served as Oklahoma executive commissioner for the World 

Columbian Exposition. 22 In·· 1892, he barely IIlissed being appointed 

governor of the state. 

The family background, the excellent academic credentials, and the 

wide variety of occupational experiences made Angelo Scott one of the 

most qualified .men in the Territory to .head the Oklahoma Agricultural 
:i 

and Mechanical College in Stillwater in 1899. In spite of numerous 

physical frailties, the educator possessed great imagination, ingenuity, 

and the perseverance to carry his dreams to a.successful conclusion. 23 

~1Th~ National Cycloeedia of American Biography, XXXVII (New York, 
~951), .. p. 338. · 

22Ibid; Scott, p. 6. 

23Physically, Dr. Scott was less than a giant. He weighed just 
a little over one hundred pounds, and, according to his wife, suffered 
from chronic insomnia. Any undue physical exertion, such as becoming 
too excited at a football game, would cause dizziness and fainting 
spells. Nevertheless, careful dieting and eietcise enabled him to live 
to be ninety-one years old. OAMC, [Mrs. A, C. Scott, "Biographical 
Notebook of Angelo c. Scott," p. 9] in "The Scott Collection," (Oklahom.a 
State University Library); 



The College Combine 

One of President Scott's strongest administrative attributes was his 

ability to select qualified men for professorships and to create a smooth-

ly functioning organization. In addition, he could charm a legislator 

out of large sums of money, effectively delegate authority, convince 

farmers that their children should attend a small frontier college, and 

inspire students to rise above the humble environment. Using such tal-

ents, the Stillwater educator was able to accomplish some remarkable 

things in a relatively short period of time. 

Dr. Scott cooperated with, and provided leadership for, the college 

board of regents. In this regard, he was most fortunate to have a board 

president who had attended a land-grant institution in his youth. This 

man, of course, was Frank Wikoff. Judge Wikoff received his undergradu-

ate training at the Illinois Industrial University and later studied law 

· c· · · oh· 24 in 1nc1nnat1, . 10. The regent, therefore, was well-educated himself 

and could see the advantages in preparing an academically strong insti-

tution in Stillwater. Furthermore, Wikoff, having served a legal appren-

ticeship before going into the banking business, brought a wide variety 

of practical training to his office. His knowledge of territorial law 

and his expert financial judgment were of inestimable value to the fifth 

chief executive of the agricultural college. 

John Fields, who replaced George Morrow as Director of the Oklahoma 

Experiment Station, was also a tower of strength to Angelo Scott. He 

came to Stillwater from New York City, but had gained his agricultural 

24The Southwestern State Banker (n.c.), December, 1902, p. 8. 
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25 
education at the Pennsylvania State College. There he had achieved 

considerable fame as the co-discoverer of tuberculosis in cattle, assist-

. d . 26 ing Leonar Pierson. His business partner in the printing and publish-

ing business, Frank Northup, ascribed a number of i;;ignificant aci4·:¢rements ·· 

to Fields. He stated that after leaving Oklahoma A. and M. the ex-

director edited a prominent farm journal, ran for governor twice, barely 

missed being appointed secretary of agriculture, was author of the Rural 

Consolidated School Law, the Parcel Post Law, the Federal Bank Law, and 

27 
originated the idea for the Federal Reserve Act. Fields, Scott, and 

Wikoff worked as a team, and in the president's own words became a "sort 

f b b d f k • b I • 1128 o su - oar o regents, ta ing over etween regents meetings. 

A major goal of the Stillwater agricultural trio was to expand and 

to strengthen the faculty of the college. President Scott used his con-

tacts in the educational world to.secure the names of outstanding young 

.scholars, and the board of regents provided the money with which tc: em-

ploy them. For example, the executive's friendship with David Starr 

Jordan, with whom he vacationed at Estes Park, Colorado, resulted in the 

acquisition of Dr. Walter Shaw, a graduate of Stanford and of an unidenti-

f . d E . . 29 ie uropean university. Dr. Edwin Mean Wilcox became the first hold-

er of the Doctor of Philosophy degree from Harvard .to join the faculty JO 

25oAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of Oklahoma Agricultural.and·. 
Mechanical College, 1891-194]," (Oklahoma State University Library), p. so:· 

26rbid. 

27Ibid. 

28 Scott, p. 10. 

29 
· The College Paper, November 1, 1901, p. 108. 

30 The College Paper, July 25, 1900, p. 48. 
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Lewis Cecil Gray, a graduate of William Jewell; John F. Nicholson, a 

graduate of Wisconsin; F. L. Wilson, a graduate of the State Normal 

School of Illinois and the University of Chicago; c. o. Foster, a grad-

uate of the Maryland Agricultural College; and E. H. Riley, a graduate 

of Minnesota, were the other additions to the teaching staff. 31 These 

men, combined with the professors recruited by George Morrow from land-

grant institutions, composeda body of scholars who rivaled the staff 

of any agricultural and mechanical college in the mid-,west. 

Dr. Scott not only attempted to secure qualified men, but he labored 

·incessantly to assist them to continue their studies. In the sununers Bfl 

. 32 
annual migration flowed eastward to Chicago and Boston. A few, like 

Professor Richard Tucker, even made it to Europe to study languages. A 

new age had dawned at Stillwater. 

The Educational Views of Angelo Scott 

In the 1890's, the experiment stations were often the segment of 

the land-grant colleges that inaugurated educational reforms. As the 

investigators brought freshly researched data into the classrooms, they 

had to devise new teaching techniques for relaying the information and 

hatl to create new course titles. 33 Visionary college presidents, how-

ever, could also aid in modernizing institutions of higher learning~ 

In the case of the Oklahoma A. and M. College Henry Alvord, in 

31 The College Paper, October 15, 1903, .p. 48. 

32 The College Paper, July 25, 1900, pp. 56-57. 

33 Russell Thackrey, "The Land-Grant Heritage," The!_. and :M· College 
Magazine, XXIV (1952), p. 9. 



251 

agriculture, and Edmond Murdaugh, in mechanic arts, publicized the need 

for sweeping· academic changes. George Espy Morrow succeeded in upgrad

ing the quality of instruction of agricultural education both on and 

off the campus. Following their tradition,.Angelo'Scott moved the 

college a major step, yet in a different direction. He hoped to create 

a multi-purpose state university. 

In spite of sOtll.e of.his later statements, it is questionable whether 

Justin Morrill knew specifically what he wanted to acdomplish in the 
\ \ . 

Land-Grant Act of 1862. If he did, many of his devotees did not. 34 

But by the turn of the century a general consensus was forming among 

educators as to what should be the proper goals of a land-grant college. 

Morrill himself .reflected this consensus· in a speech delivered before 

the students of the Massachusetts Agricultural College in 1887, the 

twenty-fifth anniversary of the organic act. The original intention of 

the legislature, he thought now,.was to open the doors of these insti~ 

tutions to the masses by being close at hand and to offer them a liberal 

education. He continued: 

It would be a mistake. to suppose that it was intended that 
every student should become either a farmer or mechanic, when 
the design comprehended not only instruction for those who hold 
a. plow or -follow a trade, but such instruction as any person · 
might need--without the exclusion of tnose who might adhere to 
the classics. 35 . 

Dr. Scott's concept of an A. and M. college agreed in principles 

with_ .the .a.J>.c~ve .. statement. His classical educational background, in 

34A variety of institutions provided precedent for l~nd-grant 
colleges. These may be reviewed in Earle D •. ·Ross, "On Writing the His
toiy- of_ Land:-Grant College and Universities ,11 Journal. of Higher Educa!.- · 

_tion, XXIV (1953), p. 412. . . \. 

35Quoted from Ruth Howard, IIThe Development of the Oklahoma Agri
cultural· and Mechanical College," (Unpublished M. S. Thesis, Oklahoma 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1926), p. 3. 
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.addition to his often futile attempts to recruit students who would en-

roll in the agricultural dourse~ reinforced this view. Farmers'·· sons did 

not want to go to college to learn how to plow or work on a farm. Nei~-

ther did parents desire them to. Farming was hard, demanding, and often 

unprofitable; thus they preferred their children to gain the type of 
i 

education which would increase the economic and social status of their 

ff . 36 o spring. 

In 1907, Angelo Scott was interviewed by Blanche Little, who subse-

quently became a close friend of the family. The results of this conver-

sational exchange received publication in the Teacher's College School 

Journal. Fully aware his administration would end when Oklahoma became 

37 a state, · Dr. Scott spoke frankly. Many people, he believed, thought of 

the Stillwater institution as a place where "they fanned some and carried 

38 
on high school work." This type of image made it difficult to imple-

ment properly the late nineteenth century concept of a agricultural and 

mechanical college. Therefore, the educator desired to change the name 

of the institution to the Oklahoma State College, thus broadening its 

39 public appeal. 

The revamped college should have a curriculum which would emphasize 

science and the libera 1 arts,. and shotild produce a probing mind. Speaking 

36For a good stirvey of Angelo Scott's analysis of the attitude of 
Oklahoma farmers toward agric.ultural education, see OT, Second Biennial 
Report of the Oklahoma Territorial Board of Ae;riculture !£E. ~ Year 
1905-1905 (Guthrie, 1906), pp. 262-271. 

37oAMC, W. c. Jamison to Edith Copeland, April 29, 1949, ''The Scott 
Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

38Blanche Little, "The Agricultural and Mechanical College," The 
School Journal, LXXIV (1907), p. 664. 

39rbid. 
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at the dedication of a Carnegie Library, the president repeated Thomas 

Carlyle's statement that a university was a collection of books. He 

felt, however, that' '!:;his definition was somewhat dated. He explained: 

..• we have moved away from the day of Carlyle. With the coming 
of Science into the Kingdom of learning, the preeminence of 
bpoks is chall~ng~d b:y tbe·nticrQs.cop~, the E!Pectroscope, the 
theodolite~ and the chemical reagent, arid the university which 
does not number these and a hundred other handmaids of Science 

. . d d 40 .•. is poor in ee • 

On the other hand, an institution also needed to guard against training 

students to be mere technicians of science. ''I believe," he said in 

another speech, "the narrowly trained mind is apt to remain narrow, 

while the broadly trained mind, if right used, is certain to grow and 

· d · .. 41 expan •••. The former skills could best be obtained in the labora-

tory, but the latter objective was to be derived from a study of ''.lit

erature, history, philosophy, religion, science, and law •••. 1142 

In view of these beliefs, it is not surprising that the college 

president significantly increased the number of areas in which a degree 

could be earned. In his biennial report for the academic year 1899-11900, 

Scott wrote that a Bach~lor of Science degree could be obtained in six 

areas. They were: (1) general science and literature; (2) agriculture, 

including horticulture and veterinary science; (3) mechanical and elec

trical engineering; (4) chemistry; (5) botany; (~) and biology. 43 Besides 

400.AMC, [A speech entitled ''.the Mission of Books,· n.p.J in "The 
Scott Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

410.AMC, [.A speech entitled "Which Way Education?", p. 2] in "The 
Scott Collection," (9klahoma State Univel;'sj.ty Library). 

42 Ibid. 

4301'; Biennial Reports of the Territorial &· and .M· College and 
Experiment Station of the Territory of Oklahoma for the Period .!J!22_-1900 
(Guthrie, 1900), p. 15. 
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this, the students could take a special course i1;1 other areas; however, 

44 
, a degree might not be granted for such endeavors. ·At the same time 

Dr. Scott announced that a number of supplementary courses, including 
. . 45 

modern languages, had been.added to the curriculum. 

Two years later the president and faculty cooperated in.raising 

entrance requirements·and reducing the practical agricultural cour1;1e 

to the sub-collegiate level. The preparatory department was discarded 

in 1902 and replaced with a two year high scho~l program-in agriculture 

46 and domestic economy. A twofold .result was expected. First, the 

agricultural course could be tailored to fit the. needs of tliose students 

who would actually return to the farm. Secondly, this move cleared the 

· way for agricultural i,natruction at the college level to be more sci

entific. New attention could be given toward training research personnel 

who would step into the classroom or assume positions in the rapidly ex-

panding federal government posts. 

,About the same time, the coilege entrsnce requirements were sub--

· 11 t"ff d·. 47 stantia y s 1 ene ~ The subjects in which .tests wer(;! administered 

remained the same, but were mad.e considerably .more difficult. The stu~ 

dent newspaper reported the faculty becallie so.jealous in preparing these 

examinations that the questions were submitted to the whole body for 

48 consultation and review. In. 1903, for the first time in the college·f,s 

44Ibid. 

45 Ibid. 

46 · The_College Paper, October, 1902, p. 65. 

47Ibid. 

481bid. 
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history, there were many students who were n.ot permitted to enroll be-

f d . d f' . . . 49 cause o aca emic e 1c1enc1es. In addition, ihe president reported 

that "a discriminative tuition fee of five dollars.a term or fifteen 

dollars a year, upon st~dents entering from other states ..•• " was 
50 

applied. 

The move, of course, had some dangers attache.d. With increasing 

enrollments, the college was having to degE\Ild more _and more on the state 

legislature for appropriations. If a decrease in enrollment occurred, 

the instiution might have suffered a. severe financial reversal. Never-

. 51 • 
theless, the opposite happened.· By 1908, the Sttpwater agricultural 

·11 b d h d .. d 52 co ege num ere over one t Ot.Jsan stu ents. 'l'he geographic areas 

from which students were recruited increased, too. In 1900, for ex-

ample, the president reported to the board of regents that scholars were 

enrolled from Illinois, Indian Territory,. Indiana, Iowa,.Kansas, Missouri, 

New Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania,, and several foreign 

countries. 53 

In·spite of the emphasis on increased standards, Dr. Scott firmly 

believed in education for the mai;ses. He thought that in a democ:racy all 

citizens needed to be educated in order for the democratic political 

49Ibid. 

50oT, Report £!Oklahoma Educational Institutions (Guthrie, 1902), 
P• 21. 

51 
OT, Report of ~ Governor £! Oklahoma _E,2· the Secretar:z of the 

Interior1~for the-~ .!2.QQ. (Washington, 1900). p. 16. In 1899,. the 
student · ody had numbered. approximately 200 students. 

52 . 
Scott, p. 9. 

53oAMC, [Frank Wikoff, "The Scrapbook of Frank Wikoff, President of 
the A. and M. Regents, 1899-1907," n.p.J iri "The Wikoff Collection," 
(Oklahoma State University Library). " 
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philosophy to work. Therefore, he stumped the state publicizing the 

mission of the land-grant college and seeking increased financial assist-

ance. He made literally thousands of speeches to farmer's gatherings of 

all types, women's clubs, and state and religious functions. Each 

success, small or large, inspired him to devote more of his precious 

energy toward enhancing the prestige of his adopted institution. Accord-

ing to an articl~fft the student newspaper, he declared in 1903 that he 
I 

was disposed to "work day and night for the upbuilding of the institution 

d f h lf f h d 1154 an or t ewe are o t e stu ents .... 

The President and His Students 

One of the many reasons Angelo ~cott lika:l his position of presi-

dent was his belief that living near a college campus gave him and the 

faculty a feeling of perpetual youthfulness. 55 In return for this mental 

exhilaration, he attempted to create a campus and community environment 

where students could live and learn in a wholesome atmosphere. President 

Scott was a Calvinist, but not necessarily a self-righteous one. 56 

Nevertheless, as a Presbyterian "tie believed that a morally upright life 

should be pursued by his students. After the educator's death, his wife 

57 stated that this area saw him contributing the most to the college. 

At the beginning of each academic year, the president expressed a 

personal interest in each student left in his care by anxious and often 

54The College Paper, October 15, 1903, p. 80. 

55The College Paper, October, 1902, p. 1. 

56oAMC,[Mrs. A. c. Scott, "Biographical Notebook of Angelo C. 
Scott," p. 1.5] in "The Scott Collection," (Oklahoma State University 
Library). · 

57rbid., p. 14. 
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weeping mothers. A typical admonition was given at the opening of the 

first 1902-1903 term. The president warned his youthful charges of two 

perils concerned with college life. "The first," he said, "is the 

1158 peril to achievement ...• the second is the peril to character, Expand-

ing on the first point, the speaker suggested that the students Study 

at least five evenings per week, for upon "no other plan of procedure 

. . 59 can you hope to accomplish what you are here to do." Referring to 

the second peril, the administrator encouraged the selection of the right 

kind of friends. "Above all, don't get the idea," he further cautioned,. 

"that it is an unmanly thing.to lead a straight, clean and decent life. 

It is the manliest thing in the world, and the best. 1160 

' Presfdent Scott also attempted to create a· suitable environment 

for students in the surrounding community~ He supported the establish-

· ment of a town band, direct.ed. several operettas, participated in the 

meetings of the local chapter of the YMCA, and. loaned college faculty 

members to the community in times of crisis. For example, Dr. L; L. 

Lewis worked closely with the county health department one year to 

61 assist in controlling a raging epidemic of smallpox. · Such activities ···· 

led the administrator to believe he had a vested interest in the commu:-· 

nity and could condemn the things he did not like. In 1903, armed with 

a manuscript speech over ninety pages long, he spoke to an assembled 

body. of the citizens on the evils of alcohol and gambling. These 

58 The College Paper, October, 1902, p. 66 .. 

59Ibid. 

601bid. 

61oT,. Report of the Superintendent .-2! the Territorial Board of 
Health for Oklahoma (Guthrie, 1902), p. SO. 
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conditions, he claimed, were especially prevalent in Stillwater, thereby 

creating tem~tations·for students. Then, perhaps.overstepping the bounds 

of propriety, he accused city officials of being in league with the 
\ 

unlawful element. To buttress his point, he urged them to sue him for 

slander if he had accused unjustly. 62 

The president was also concerned with the physical needs of his 

students. He related some of his own personal experiences in order to 

prove that an education was worth whatever sacrifices needed to be made 

to attain it. In one instance, he told how a collegague at the Univer-

sity of Kansas, William-Allen White, had worked and starved his way 

through the institution. Remembering. that he too earned his own money 

for board and room by serving as organist and cho_irmaster for nearby 

churches, Scott explained how he stretched his own food budget. He said: 

!·had the pleasure of cooking my own food and washing my 
own dishes through .a large part of my college course ...• and I 
tell you it is perfectly amazing how well.and cheaply one can 
live on oatmeal and soupbones. Why, the evolution of a soup
bone_is something wonderful - first,the .soup, and then the 
cold meat, and then the stew, and back to soup again. I tell 
you, there's food for reflection in a soupbone,63 

Knowing many of his students were attending college on borrowed 

money, the conscientious president attempted to help them-find jobs.to 

. 62oAMC, [An. untitled speech deliver_ed at Stillwater ,and ether places, 
p. 36] in "The Scott Collection 111 (Oklahoma State University Library). 
The extent of the drinking problem in Stillwater is e.videnced by this 
notation in the Gazette. "Some of the farmers .who occasionally get full 
of booze when in town have the idea that the city authorities take part
icular pains to run theni in on the least provocation and at the same 
time permit residents of the town to go unmolested no matter how drunk 
they get. This notion whould be dismissed now since the city marshal 
has been hauled up before. 'his honor' and treated as any other plain 
drunk." The Stillwater Gazette, March 25, 1897, p. 3. 

63 · . 
OAMG, [An untitled speech delivered on the opening of the 1901-

1902 academic year, pp. 14-15] in "The Scott Collection," (Oklahoma 
State University Library). 
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repay their benefactors and to save enough to embark on their careers. 

In 1905 Dr. Scqtt requested the Oklahoma Legislature to permit the 

Stillwater college to share the teacher-training function of the Edmond 

Normal School so that students could obtain territorial teaching certi-

ficates. A bill granting such a request was passed in the upper house, 

but the student newspaper reported the "Normal School combination jumped 

sideways in the House, tore its hair,. waved its arms, and killed the 

bill by a narrow margin. 1164 The college was successful, however, in 

obtaining a large number of the"scientific aid" scholarships estab-

lished by the United States Department of Agriculture for graduate 

65 study. 

Quite a number of stories could be related to indicate the close-

ness of Angelo Scott to his students. He stated upon leaving the presi-

dency that kindness won more with college students than severity, so 

h h d h f h . .d. 66 t at e ma e t e ormer is gui ing star. His relationship with 

Vingie Roe serves as .. an excellent example of this philosophy. While 

reading the Perkins Journal, Dr. Scott came across a poem entitled 

"The Flight of the Wolves. 1167 Thinking the writer had promise, the 

former English professor wrote to his friend Congressman Victor Murdock, 

editor of the Wichita Eagle, and ask~d him to give the piece wider cir-

64 The College Paper, April, 1905, p. 93. 

65 For ex amp le,. see The College Paper, June l, 1901, p. 3 6. 

66oAMC, [A chapel symposium on the subject of ''Honor," p. 10] in 
''The Scott Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

67 B. B. Chapman, ''Author Discovered by A. C. Scott," The A·~ Ji.· 
College Magazine, XVII (1945), p. 3. 
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68 culation by including it in an edition of his paper. He also sent a 

note to the Y.oung girl who had written it and invited her to the campus 

to study rhetoric under him personally. Vingie Roe accepted the invita-

tion, but the combination of her genius and shyness did not blend with 

the less mature student body. She soon left. 69 

Before her departure, however, the young girl spent many hours 

with her mentor. A large number of these conversations later turned 

up as plots of the thirty-one novels she would write. One of these, 

The Great Thrace, which is generally conceded to be her best, was dedi-

cated to Angelo Scott. Years later, she again publicly acknowledged 

the debt she owed this individual. ''Dear Man. He believed," she said, 

"in the lights,.which was, in all truth, to be the one great flame of 
. 70 
my life• II 

The Washington Affair 

Dr. Richard Henry Tucker, of Washington and Lee University, on the 

occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the Oklahoma A,. and M. College, 

.wrote a detailed description of the institution's appearance in 1899. 

He stated that the campus contained two hundred acres, possessed only 

one medium sized building and.several smaller less pretentious ones, and 

ha9- a faculty of fourteen or fifteen to teach the two hundred students 

68oAMC, [vingie E. Roe, ''The Scrapbook of Vingie E, Roe, p. 16J in 
"The Vingie Roe Collection," (Oklahoma State. University Library). 

69oAMC, Vingie E. Roe to B. B. Chapman,. September 19, 1929, "The 
Vingie Roe Collection," (Oklahoma State University Library). 

· 70rbid •. The Great Thrace was published in Philadelphia in 1948 by 
Macrae-Smith Co. 
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71 enrolled. When President Scott severed his relationship with the in-

stitution the campus contained over one thousand acres,.while funds were 

received from the Second Morrill Act, the Hatch Act, the Adams Act, a 

territorial tax levy, and the land lease fund. M~reover, the endowment 

gained from a 250,000 acre land-grant secured from the federal govern-

ment. In addition, the physical facilities increased, with the campus 

containing a new agricultural building, a separate library structure,.a 

chemistry building, .a dairy building,.and an engineering hall. Dr. 

Tucker, who was vice-president of A. and M. in 1908, attributed these 

gains to the "fine leadership of President A. C. Scott, assisted by an 

. f 1 .. 12 energetic acu ty •••. 

Soon after assuming the presidential office, Dr. Scott began work-

ing to secure funds for a building program. The first goal was to pro-

vi.de housing for the department of mechanical and electrical engineer

ing.73 Money for this project was gained through the efforts of 

Senator Freeman Miller and Representative "Uncle Jimmy" Matthews, 74 both 

long-standing friends of the college. They succeeded in introducing a 

legislative measure providing for a three-tenths mill levy in 1901 and 

four-tenths mill levy in 1902. The bill was passed as written. 75 In 

71oAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of Oklahoma Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State University Library), 
p. 55. 

72 rbid. 

73oT, Biennial Reports of the Territorial Board of Regents of the 
!· and~· College andExperiment Station of fu Territory of Oklahoma 
(Guthrie, 1900), p. 9. 

74 · The College Paper, March 1, 1901, p. 141. 

75 Ibid. 
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September, 1901, the board of regents let contracts for the expenditure 

76 of these funds. 

The next academic year saw an emphasis placed on remodeling exist-

ing structures. The basement of the library was transformed into a gym-

nasium, piping was laid from the heating plant to the gym so it could be 

heated during the winter, inside sanitation and sewage facilities were 

provided, brick sidewalks were constructed to connect the various .build-

ings, and the college was hooked up to the Stillwater city water sys-

77 
tern. But with all of these improvements,.· there were still existing 

problems. The students in agriculture and engineering were cramped for 

space,. and multiple sessions had to be scheduled, thereby adding to the 

already heavy teaching loads of the faculty. Furthermore, the college 

heating system remained on the whole inadequate. Caustic George Holter, 

who always was one to speak his mind, wrote a letter to Professor 

Richard Chandler and said: 

I am supposed to have a recitation at 8 o'clock., four days 
each week. In order to do this I must have heat. This morning 
my lecture room had the delightful temperature of 59 degrees. 
It is absolutely impossible for me to give chunks of wisdom at 
this temperature. I am religiously opposed to playing a game of 
1 freeze-out' with students. 

I do not know how the other fellows feel about this cold78 
propositionbut, as for me and my classes, we must have heat. 

Scott took notice of such qriticisms, but it was a lengthy and expensive 

task to revamp the antiquated physical facilities of the college overnight. 

76TheDaily Gazette (Stillwater), September 5, 1901, p. 3. 

77The College Paper, October, 1902, pp. 70-71; OT, Report of the 
President of the Board of Regents, OklahomaAgricultural and Mechanical 
College~ of the Territory of Oklahoma, Session of 1901-1902 (Guthrie, 
1902), pp. 1-15. 

78 
Quoted from. The College Paper, November 16, 1903, p. 127. 
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In 1903, the political parties of Oklahoma Territory began to squab-

ble again, and the building program in progress slowed down. The immedi-

ate source of dissention centered upon the fact that all members of the 

board of regents were known Republicans. This situation irritated mem-

hers of the major opposition party. On January ,6th,.a writer for the 

Stillwater Democrat accused the Scott administration of being politically 

partisan. The reporter stated: (1) no Democrats were on the board of 

regents; (2) members of the faculty who were of this political persua-

sion were being replaced as quickly as possible; (3) President Scott was 

campaigning for members of the Republican party; (4) members of the col-

lege faculty were encouraged to do the same; (5) and staff members of the 

college who belonged to the Democratic party.were·being forced from their 

79 
jobs. The article concluded: "It is time that this prostitution of 

a great institution, this debasement of the greatest educational estab-

80 I 
lishment of the territory, should forever cease." ·· The ~xt day, the 

81 
editor of the Gazette skillfully answered every charge. Nevertheless, 

the damage was done. The institution once again slipped back into 

rough-and-tumble Oklahoma politics~ 

President Scott's insistence on pushing for increased revenues for 

the college heightened political tensions. The next year, with the stu-

dent body approaching the five hundred mark, the administrator demanded 

that the territorial legislature provide addition~l funds. ·A.bill grant-

ing a special allocation cif ~54,000.00 received the assent of the 

79The Stillwater Democrat, January i6, 1903, [n.p,J. 

SOibid. 

81The Stillwater Gazette, January 17, 1903~ Ln~p.J. 
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lawmakers, but the governor vetoed the measure. In a brilliant legal 

maneuver Senator Freeman Miller took the matter to court on a technical-

82 ity and succeeded in gaining a partial restoration of the funds. It 

was a .costly victory, however. '.Che state's leading Democrats resented 

Miller's victory in the courts; thus it became nearly impossible for 

Scott to secure the cooperation of high appointive officials of the ma:-

jority party. 

Under the guise of attending the annual meeting of the Association 

of American Agricultural Colleges and Experiment Stations, President 

Scott in 1905 went to Washington to seek permission from the federal 

government to construct mote buildings and to obtain additional revei~ 

83 nues. Sometime earlier, Congressman Dennis Flynn of Oklahoma, in an 

effort to retain the territorial capital at Guthrie, had convinced the 

· Washin~ton solons .that Ii.o more _public buildings should be built until 

. 84 statehocid was achieved. The board of regents instructed the college 

president to seek passage of a bill which would eradicate this stumbling 

.block, to attempt to secure a.larger portion of the Jeased land revenues, 

and to ask that the section of school land which lay adjacent to the 

campus be ceded to the institution. 85 It was a large order, but one the 

president proved capable of fulfilling. 

82~_ Daily Democrat (Stillwater), August 27., 1904, p, 1. 

83TheCollegePaper, January,. 1905, p. 72; USDA, OES, Miscellaneous 
Bulletin No .. 153, Proceedings. of. the Eis;hteenth Annual Convention of the 

. Association•· of American Agricultura 1 Colleges and. Ex;eeriment Stations 
(Washington, 1905), p. 9. 

84oAMC, "Selections from the Record Book of Oklahoma Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, 1891-1941," (Oklahoma State University Library), 
p. 48. 

85Ibid. 
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President Scott was the logi~al representative to send on such an 

important mission. He had taken his law degrees at the Columbian School, 

had served as secretary to a.school land commissioner,. and, perhaps more 

important, had a brother who occupied a.s~rategic governmental position 

in the house of representatives. The initial move was to secure intro-

ductions from Charles Scott to Speaker Cannon and Senator Albert J. 

Beveridge. Enlisting their aid in the college cause, President Scott 

then systematically visited each congressional sub-committee that might 

be concerned with the three bills he wanted approved. After five weeks 

of such activities, it was decided that the measures should be presented 

86 
during the lllunanimous consent hour." The measures passecl. Joyously, 

the executive boarded a Baltimore and Ohio train to return to Stillwater. 

Meanwhile, John Fields, who had attended the meeting of the Associa-

tion of American Agricultural Colleges and Experiment Stations with his 

superior, returned e~rly to Guthrie in order to request the Legislature 

to provide revenues for the construction of a new college building and 

. 87 
to improve certain facilities at th,e station. Succeeding in getting 

the bills introduced, he then turned his attention toward getting.the 

support of the Oklahoma Territorial Board of Agriculture. Since·Scott 

and Fields had courted th~s group in the past, it was not difficult to 

secure a resolution in favor of the bills. The final draft read: 

Resolved that the earnest efforts for the development and 
dfssemination of accurate information concerning all lines of 
agriculture, on the part of the Oklahoma Agricultural and Me·-:".. 
chanical College and Experiment Station are of the greatest ' 
importance to the future of Agriculture in Oklahoma, and that 
the needs of this institution as incorporated in the bills now 

86 · Scott, pp. 13-16. 

87 The College Paper, February,. 1905, p. 84. 
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before the Legislature (1) approximately.$30,000.00 for the 
securing, improving, and stocking,. and equipping of the section 
of land recently granted by Congress to the College, (2) appro
priating $100,000.00 for the erecting of an Agricultural build
ing, .additional shops, and a gymnasium, and (3) amending the law 
for the free distribution of ••• vaccine .•. -. With more than three 
fourths of the people in Oklahoma engaged in Agricultural pur
suits, expenditures for higher education along these lines in 
the Territory, should in some measure bear a similar proportion 
to the total expenditure for higher education.88 

In later years a plea from this important board would have received the 

immediate attention of the lawmakers. In 1905, however, the board 

lacked power and was not well organized; thus Fields·and Scott had to 

resort to other measures in order to gain the legislation they desired. 

Next, the duo decided to hold an open house at the college and to 

invite members of the Legislature and friends of the institution per

, -sonally to inspect the physical plant. 89 On Friday, :J:i'ebruary 17th, 

.a chartered train brought four hundred people, including a large number 

of legislators, to Stillwater from Guthrie. The guests were treated to 

a colorful reception at the depot,.were served a luncheon prepared by 

the girls of the domestic economy department, and then were seated for 

d f . hm k" 90 a roun o speec a ing. Dr. Scott spoke last. "I don't like lobby-

ing. But when," he continued, "the mountain comes to Mahomet, it seems 

88oT, "Minutes of the State Board of Agriculture, March 8, 1901 to 
February 2, 1915,"' (Archives of the State Board of Agriculture), pp. 24-
25. 

89 The College Paper, February, 1905, p. 77. 

90The Stillwater Gazette, Febru~ry 21, 1905, p. 1 .. If a verse of a 
student rhyme published in the campus paper is correct, President Scott 
prompted students when to applaud. The verse in question:,reads: 

And when he raid gymnasium, 
My!. How the· boys did Y!;311! 

You know he tole em to do that, 
(But den you musti··'-'t te 11.) 

For a complete text, see The College Pap~r, April, 1905, p. 92. 
~~ 
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to me it is entirely fit and proper to place the claims of the Agricul-

1 d M h · 1 11 b f h 1 · 1 · 1191 tura an ec am.ca · Co ege e ore t e egis a ture •••• The needs 

of the institution were then detailed in an impassioned and lengthy 

speech. 

The speaker had chosen an appropriate time to request a large slice 

of territorial funds. He had the backing of his faculty, and the terri

toria 1 legislature was predominantly Republican. 92 Two months later the 

Fields-Scott proposals were adopted in their entirety. The annual ap-

propriations of the college were increased by $5,000.00, while twice 

that amount became available to pay the claims of those who had leases 

on the school land section adjoining the college, and $92,000.00 was 

released for the construction of an agricultural building. 93 On the 

surface, it appeared that a complete victory had been won. 

In reality, however, the victory united the Democratic party in 

their opposition to the Republican-oriented administrationof the 

Stillwater land-grant institution. The first sign of antagonism oc-

curred when,L. W. Baxter, the state auditor, .and J. c. Strong, the state 

attbrney-general, refused to approve a voucher for the expenses in-

d b . d S h. · W h · 94 curre y Presi ent .cotton is trip to as ington. Following this, 

the contract issued too. A. Campbell ands~ A. Layton by the board of 

regents to build the new agricultural college building, Morrill Hall, 

91rbid. 

92The Daily Democrat, February 27, 1905, p. 1. 

93 The College Paper, :April, 1905, p. 98; OT, Sessions Laws £f 
Oklahoma, (1905), pp. 49-51. 

94oAMC, [Frank, Wikoff, "The Scrapbook of Frank Wikoff,. President 
of the A. and M. Regents, 1899-1907," n.p.J in "The Wikoff Collection," 
(Oklahoma·state University·Library). 
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was contested by an Oklahoma contractor named Kruger.'95 The latter man 

related to the territorial governor that he had been the low bidder for 

the new structure, but the contract had been given to someone else. An 

i!=1,formal investigation revealed Kruger was correct; his bid had been 

nearly $5,000.00 lower than that of the Campbell-Layton firm. 96 The 

board of regents explained this development by stating that they had 

inspected some of Kruger's work and had found it µnsatisfactory. 97 The 

contract stood, but rumors persisted to the effect that $20,000.00 of 

98 "velvet" had been returned to the regents. 

In spite of the embarrassment these charges caused President Scott, 
~ . , 

he remained an effective instrument for the college. In 1907, the 
. , ... ,._ 

executive again returned to Washington in order to make sure that, when 

statehood replaced territorial status, the institution received the lands 

it was entitled to ·under the Morrill Act of 1862. 99 Upon arriving at 

his destination, Scott discovered that David Boyd and his attorney Henry 

Asp of the University of Oklahoma were there, too. These men had found 

an antiquated statute which would also provide their institution with a 

grant of land, if statehood became a reality. After talking to them, 

Dr. Scott had to make a momentous decision. Should he Join theJ?. or 

should he go it alon~? 

95~-·I>aily Democrat~.' 10ctober ·18,: 1_906, :p;,:}~ :· :: 

96The Da1."l ·· b 1905 1 .................. Y Democrat, Novem er, , p •. 

97 · .. · . .. · · · .. · .. · · ... 
The· c--0-Heie·-··P.ape·r,.,·. Nov~mber, 1905~ p ~ 31 

98Th~ Peopl~s-~·s· p·r·o·g·ress' (Stillwater), September 26, 1907, [ n. d .] . 
The cost of the new_· building was approximately $65,000.00. 

99scott, p~ 11:' 
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The decision was a difficult one to make. Under the provisions.of 

the Morrill Act, the Stillwater institution could certainly expect.to 

receive 210,000 acres of land. On the other hand, he could gamble, 

alongwithAsp and Boyd, and obtain 250,000 acres. Before making a 

final decision, the Oklahoman consulted with Senators Joseph foraker 

and Chester Long. They assured him of the validity of the Asp-Boyd 

plan and further pointed out that the A. and M. College, .~if it received 
.. 

an endowment under the. M:orrl.11 Act, woulct 14ndoubtedly have to share the 
I . 

. h h . . . i ·. . 100 grant wit t e Negro 1.nst1.tut on at Langston. Dr. Scott now made up 

his mind to seek the 250,000 acres. 

The decision. proved to be the correct one. A·.few weeks• later bills 

were introduced to grant 250,000 acres of land to both the Norman and 

101 
Stillwater colleges. In addition, the income from the leased lands 

. 102 l . in the Panhandle .was preserved. As wel he should; Scott regarded 

103 these measures an "important step in the history of the College." 

~arewell 

Upon returning to Stillwater, I>r. Scott sensed the winds of change. 

Little publtc adulation followed his latest accomplishment for the 

college. Instead, the local citizens were discu~sing the prospects for 

statehood. With such an exciting and long awaited event in sight, the 

populace temporarily lost interest in the·problems of the agricultural 

lOOibid. 

lOlibid. 

102Ibid. 

lOJibid., p. 18. 
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college. As a result, sweeping changes in the administrative structure 

of the institution were made with little criticism. Other territorial 

executives concerned with education also were to feel the political 

wrath of the incoming Democratic party, who now controlled the state. 

The first major ±nnovation, implemented by ~he members of the· 

territorial legislature, was to reorganize the personnel and structure 

of the board of regents. OQ June 6, 1907, the Oklahoma Board of Agricul-

ture assumed jurisdiction of all agricultural and mechanical colleges 

in the state. 104 On November 16, 1907, Governor Charles Haskell appoin.t .. 

ed J. P. Conners, J. Roetzel, R, F, Wilson, D, N. Robb, G. T, Bryan, 

E. White, D. Diehl, R, s. Burns, J. c. Elliot, R. w. Lindsay, and s. D. 

Dennis to replace the current board of regents. 105 The new board met 

five days later at the ·!loyal Hotel in Guthrie.and decided to go to 

106 Stillwater for an on-the,-spot inspection of the college. While the 

board did not unduly interfer~ with the daily operation of the institu-

tion, they did bring some financial changes. Unexpended college funds, 

with the exception of a few thousand dollars, were removed from ex-

regent Frank Wikoff's bank and transferred to Guthrie. What monies were 

1 f · S ·11 d h. · · .· · 1."n the future. 107 et 1.n ti water were to raw tree per cent interest 

The reorganization of the board of regents heralded a change of the 

collegiate administration, too. Not wanting to face the humiliation of 

104 
OT, "Minutes of the State Board of Agriculture, March 8, 1901 to 

February 2, 1915," (Archives of the State Board of Agriculture), p. 125. 

l05Ibid. 

106rbid., pp. '126~134~ 

l07Ibid. 
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being dismissed, Dr. Scott submitted his resignation to the members of: : . 

the new board, asking that it not take effect until June 30, 1908. The 

regents accepted the resignation with the date Scott wanted. On January 

22 9 1908, the Oklahoma Board of Agriculture interviewed three candidates 

to replace Scott. After several bdlots, J?r. J. H, ~dnnell, the Dallas, 

Texas editor of the Farm and Ranch Magazine, was elected president at an 

108 annual salary of $4,500.00. President Scott graciously congratulated 

his successor and suggested that when the state legislature met in 

Guthrie, the Texan should attend the meetings in order to safeguard the 

interests of the college. Sc0tt,, then, would remain in Stillwater until 

the senior class graduated, This procedure was followed. lQ~ 

During the months of May and June, 19Da;; Dr. Scott gave many fare-

well talks, each reviving memories of his administration. A curtain of 

gloom gradually settled over the campus in spite Of the fact that grad-

uation ceremonies would soon .be held. The speaking engagements began 

with the Junior-Senior Banquet, and address to the YMCA and the YWCA, 

and a chapel symposium on the subject of "Honor." Finally, the festi-

vities of commencement arrived. On the last Monday evening before 

diplomas were distributed, the students gathered~ masse outside a 

room where the regents were meeting. ''We want President Scott,11 they 

110 shouted. The slender man left the meeting and introduced the next 

administrator to the students. He closed his short talk by pointing to 

Connell and saying, "The King is dead, long live the King." The next 

lOSibid., p. 135. 

l09Ibid., p. 151. 

110 19. Scott, p. 
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evening, the outgoing president was carried on the shoulders of several 

young men to an athletic banquet. He attempted to speak, but the cheers 

d 1 d . . l 111 
an app ause ma e it use ess. 

At conunencement, Angelo Scott delive.red his last public address as 

president of the Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College. Anews-

paper reporter who had been assigned to cover the event, noted that a 

special atmosphere prevailed. 112 Dr. Scott briskly strode to the speak

et-!:s platform, introd·u~ed the presidep.t-elect, and then turned his 

attention characteristically to the assembled students. He said: 

Incomparably the choicest memory I take with ·ine in ... ,leaving 
the A. and M. College is that of the friendship and the affec
tionate.loyalty of.,its st:udents. Many ,puzzling problems con
front a college president in dealing with a student body, and 
I have had my share. The students of this college have not. 
always held meto be right, but they have.k,:iown, I think, that 
in all my dealings 'tl1ith them I have tried to follow the Biblical 
injunction, at once to 'do justly, and to. love mercy. 1 I shall 
never forget the co.c-casi·ons: without number when I have been made 
to feel their strong support. Sometimes· when I. was. least expect-. 
ing it •. It has gladdened my hour of triumph and it has lighted 
many an l;tbur of discouragement. Tli'ough this particular student 
body will soon pass beyond the walls of the institution, there 
is a certain symbolism about a college which one does not forget, 
and I am sure I shall never see your orange and black without 
also claiming it as mine, or hea11!our multitudinous yell with
out feeling moved to join in it. 

A week after Scott:':s departure from. the campus, the Stillwater Gazette 

predicted that a ,;n~jority of the faculty, either voluntarily or invol

untarily, would follow him.ll4 This forecast proved accurate. The 

"Golden Age" was over. The college returned to the Oklahoma political 

arena. 

lllibid. 

llZThe Stillwater Gazette, June 8, 1908, p. 4: 

113 [ · OAMC, A speech entitled "Farewell Address," pp. 6-7] in "The 
Scott Collection," (Oklahoma St.ate University Library). 

114The Stillwater Gazette, June 15, 1908, p. 4. 
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· Conclusion 

Leaving Stillwat.er, Angelo Cyrus Scott continued to render distin-

guished educational service to his adopted state, He immediately ac-

cepted an invitation to replace the sparkling Vernon Louis Parrington 

at the University of Oklahoma. Parrington had also felt the political 

wrath of the majority Oklahoma political party. 115 But before the next 

academic year began, Scott accepted a counter offer to become Graduate 

Dean of Epworth University. Later, however, he re-established his ties 

with the Norman institution. Throughout the remainder of his ninety-

one y~ars, Dr. Scott continued to promote higher education in the 

Sooner state. Many honors were accorded him ih tbe twilight of his 

long career. On one of these future occasions, the alumni magazine of 

the University of Kansas pictured him iR the way.he would most like to 

have been remembered. The journal stated: ·IIHe looks like an actor; he 

would like to have been a preacher; he hes been an editor, a lawyer, and 

1• . . h . h 11116 po 1t1c1an; e is a teac er. 

115Roy Gittinger, ~ University of Oklahoma 1892-1942 (Norman, 1942) · 
p, 25, 

1.1.~0AMC, [An unidentified newsclipping of t;he Kansas University 
Graduate'' Magazine, ~.p.J in "ThefScott Collection," (OklahOI11a State 
University Library)~ 



CHAPTER X 

CONCLUSION 

The Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College came into being 

almost three decades after the passage of the Morrill Act of 1862. Lo

cated in a frontier environment, it was subJec.t to many of the same ill

nesses which afflicted other territorial institutions. The quality of 

state leadership was generally poor, the large number of tax-exempt home

stead claims eliminated a popular source of revenue, and the national 

depression of the nineties combined with the drought on the Great Plains 

to negate the possibility of creating other major revenue measures. 

These insufficiencies played a large role in preventing the agricultural 

and mechanical college from moving ahead at a rapid pace. 

Yet, the Oklahoma frontier also had qualities which favorably in

fluenced the early development of the college. The Payne county leader

ship, especially those individuals from Stillwater, exhibited the 

individuality and resourcefulness which some historians have tradition

ally associated with the succeeding frontiers in America,n history. Both 

ingenuity and patience were evidenced by the 1oc{ll citizenry in snaring· 

the small college for their community. Furthermore, the surrounding 

geographical area provided the type of students who could best profit 

from the instruction offered. Young adults from the urban areas of the 

midwest might not have tolerated some of the more extreme conditions 

. which often prevailed. 

274 
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The frontier also possessed an egalitarian and competitive spirit. 

Those people migrating to Oklahoma in the territorial period often worked 

together for the realization of connnon goals. A case in point is the 

cooperative effort to found the college. · Businessmen, college profes

sors, farmers, lawyers, mechanics, and politicians were involved in the 

struggle to bring agricultural educition to the state. On the other 

hand, the manner in which Oklahoma was founded fostered the development 

of individualism. A man had to be quicker than his neighbor to stake a 

claim. Then, too, the policies that Governor George Steele suggested in 

order to locate state service institutions indicated that competition 

among counties would stimulate progress. Each individual, and in its 

turn each connnunity, had the opportunity to mature as ability dictated. 

The battle to secure the Stillwater college was exceeded only by 

the fight to obtain the territorial capital, with the intensity of the 

conflict destined to create a twofold heritage. The winners of the leg

islative skirmish for"the educational establishment resolved to retain 

the college in their midst regardless of cost; the vanquished elements 

increased their efforts to seize the federally endowed plum from their 

political adversaries. While the ensuing antagonisms cc:iused some unde

sirable side effects, the publicity which accompanied the quarrels did 

acquaint the majority of territorial citizens with the fact that such an 

institution existed. 

With the college founded, the question of what forces shaped the 

institution during the territorial period must be review.ed. First, of 

course, were the revolutionary ideas of Justin Morrill. Throughout his 

long and distinguished career in Congress, the father of the land-grant 

movement almost singlehandedly championed the cause of agricultural and 
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mechanical instruction in the nation. In the case of Oklahoma A. and M. 

College, the administration and faculty were forced for a good portion 

of the territorial period to depend wholly on the federal government for 

revenues. There is little evidence that such an organization would ever 

have been created in the state, if it had not been for the persistence 

and vision of Morrill and his successors. 

The national government of the United States played an,identifiable 

role in molding the Oklahoma agricultural and mechanical institution. 

The willingness of the federal branch to grant lands for public education 

was not new, for such practices were nearly as ol.d as .the nation. What 

was new, however, was the keen interest taken 1;>y certain individuals, 

such as the secretary of agriculture and the secretary of the interior, 

in superivsing the expenditure of federal funds. These services enabled 

each of the land-grant colleges and universities to become acquainted 

with the practices of over sixty similar institutions at the turn of the 

century. Direct intervention in the affairs of the Stillwater college 

came when it was apparent that progress evolved too slowly. The adoption 

of the suggestion that Henry Alvord be appointed collegiate president 

initiated the process of converting the institution into a legitimate 

center of agricultural ed4cation. Lastly, the "scientific aid" scholar

ships established by the department of agriculture provided the financial 

assistance for Stillwater students to do graduate work. 

The Association of American Agricultural Colleges and Experiment 

Stations also rendered valuable service to struggling land-grant col

leges, including the one in Oklahoma. This influential body encouraged 

the development of modern scientific courses and curricula, published 

statistical information, lobbied for further financial assistance, and 
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created a forum where agricultural and mechanical questions could be 

publicly debated. Both Henry Alvord and George Morrow had been guiding 

lights in this organization since its inception. They brought a wealth 

of information to Stillwater which sometimes was not appreciated by local 

elements. Nevertheless, each of these men made a significant contribu

tion to the college. Lastly, the Association promoted a spirit of coop

eration among the land-grant colleges and universities. For instance, 

President Robert Barker and the first board of regents traveled to Kan

sas, Ohio, and Texas to gain information about other institutional 

practices, 

The older and better establj_shed land-grant colleges measurably con

tributed to the agricultural instructional center at Stillwater. Besides 

providing general models after which younger institutions could pattern 

themselves, these organizations trained the faculty who staffed the 

fledgling colleges. Such men and women brought with them the latest 

educational practices being_employed in other parts of the nation. If 

professors could not have been secured from Kansas, Iowa, Massachusetts, 

and Pennsylvania, the process of institutionalization would certainly 

have been delayed longer than it was. 

The. successive territorial legislatures of Oklahoma prominently 

added to the development of the local A. and M. college. The organic 

law, though badly written, established the institution and provided safe

guards designed to preserve the integrity of the land-grant educational 

mission. It detailed administrative functions, specified the courses 

which could legally be taught, and sporadically provided supplementary 

funds. The blame for the appointment of unqualified regents, inept 

administrators, and sub-standard faculty lies primarily with other 
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individuals and groups. Furthermore, it was the legislatures which were 

moved in 1893 and 1895 to inaugurate the investigations which publicized 

wrongdoing. Finally, the legislatures created the democratic admissions 

policies which assured a college education to almost all the youth of 

Oklahoma who sought one. At times this body moved slowly, but it did 

eventually give concrete assistance in founding a viable institution. 

Until the administration of President George Morrow, the board of 

regents made few noteworthy contributions to the development of the 

Stillwater college. The early regents were mainly businessmen who at

tempted to operate the college as they would a farm, a furniture store, 

or a seed business. They thought the organization should operate at a 

profit. Not being men of educational vision, they neglected to assess 

the importance of training first-rate engineers, agricultural scientists, 

and teachers. At times, some regents even used the college for their 

own personal gain. Many of the early graduates soon sensed that the 

educational climate of Oklahoma was unfavoraba.e and lef;t the state rather 

than wait for the environment to change. The failure of the initial re

gents to publicize the work of the college, to secure private and state 

aid, and properly to inform the legislatures of the needs of the college 

seriously curtained the ability of the faculty to attain academic excel

lence during the period preceding statehood. 

The community of Stillwater deserves much credit for whatever suc

cess was achieved during the "itinerant years." They fought to secure 

the college, delved deeply into their pocketbooks to finance its opera

tions, and strived to build a city where students could pursue their 

studies without being exposed to the lawlessness often found in pre

territorial political entities. While a degree of selfishness is evident 
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in their efforts, the residents of the area correctly visualized what 

the institution had to offer the connnunity, 

Personalities associated with the college appreciably assisted in 

creating an identity for the agricultural and mechanical institution. 

The college presidents, each in his own way, guided the organization to 

maturity. President Barker, who was not thoroughly acquainted with the 

nature of the land-grant missio11, succeeded in keeping the masters and 

scholars together during one of the most difficult periods in the col

lege's history. Henry Alvord began the process by which the powers of 

the board of regents were reduced to a more realistic perspective.· 

Edmond. Murdaugh fell a victim to the elements who sought to keep the 

institution a small practical agricultural college. Yet his demise pain

fully revealed to citizens that reforms must take place. The latter two 

men, in spite of their brief tours of duty, prepared the way for George 

Morrow and Angelo Scott to build a multi-purpose service organization, 

one which would serve various segments of the state and union. 

The faculty of the Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College and 

Experiment: Station were primarily responsible for creating an institu

tion sensitive to the cause of land-grant education, Provided crud~ 

equipment and paid inadequate salaries, these dedicated instructors 

worked with what meager resources were available to train students in the 

various industries of life and to provide the scientific information 

needed to transform a virgin midwestern prairie into a modern state. 

Richard Chandler, George Holter, L. L. Lewis, Alexander Magruder, James 

Neal, and Frank Waugh deserve especial conunendation for their contribu~ 

tions to the development of the college. But with the exception of the 

name of the Magruder Plot, the pre~ent campus nowhere acknowledges·, their 
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plishments should not be ignored forever. 
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The collegiate students exhibited an exceptional interest in the 

welfare of the territorial college. Their societies evidenced to the 

Stillwater community that 'academic progress was being made. Their num

erous publications told the A. and M. story and directed further atten

tion to the college's contribution to classical and scientific education. 

Leaving the campus, they came back to serve on the board of regents, to 

proclaim the worth of their mentors, and to chastise administrators who, 

they felt did not respect the early heritage. Student correspondence, at 

least that which has been preserved, indicates a tender affection for 

the institution that so markedly changed their lives. 

The college obviously drew upon many different elem.ents in institu

tionalizing and maturing. It also, however, gave back to the surrounding 

environment. Generally speaking, the organization endeavored to carry 

on a threefold mission: (1) teaching; (2) research; and (3) extension. 

A major responsibility of the early college was to provide vocational 

training to the youth of the state and nation. A conscious by-product 

concerned the offering of instruction which would enrich the lives of 

those who came into contact with it. Secondly, the territorial institu

tion sought to provide information to Oklahomans about their physical 

environment. A few faculty members progressed beyond this stage, prob

ing the cause-and-effect relationships which alter the environment. By 

and large the latter men were not appreciated; thus they were frequently 

forced to locate other academic hbmes. Lastly, the personnel of the col

lege strove tb offer an education to the adult portions of the community. 

Public lectures, speeches to agricultural organizations, short-term 
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institutes, publications, and formal extension courses increasingly made 

citizens aware of the importance of the land-grant college in their 

midst. All of these services increased the proficiency and prbductivity 

of persons who came into contact with the otganization. 

It now may be seen that the institution in question was influenced 

by and contributed back to its environment. This continual inter-action 

created new conditions which modified the natural state and changed hu-

man evolution. This process, of course, is what Charles Darwin called 

evolution. -Change in itself, however, .is not necessarily progress. Edu-

cators have a solemn obligation to understand the cbmp1exities of envi-

ronment and to attempt t.o explain its operation to the public. The land-

grant institutions of the United States have, sm:::e ma:turity,.~tgnificantly ·· 

contributed to the understanding of environmental interaction . 

. In the case of the Oklahoma Morrill College, the institutionaliza-

tion occurred when the services it offered exceeded the need to borrow 

from other social structures. Gaining maturity, it provided teaching to 

a larger number of students, it intensified the research programs, and it 
f 

became more involved in educating the adult '(public. Thus increasingly 

the organization contributed to the well-being of the people, a goal 

which has been held to be the heart of American democracy. 

Were there alternate paths which would have enabled the college to 

reach maturity sooner? Certainly. If more Oklahomans had been willing 

to acquaint themselves with the purpose and potential of land-grant 

institutions, more cooperation would likely have·been secured in locat-

ing, financing, and thus securing for the college a higher talented 

staff. While more money might have been helpful, continued attention, 

encouragement, and recognition for services.,rendered would have 
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measurably added to the confidence of the college's administration and 

faculty. Apathy, political jealousies, and a luke-warm commitment to 

the ideals of agricultural and mechanical education decreased the effec

tiveness of the institution during the territorial period. An organiza

tion which so forcefully contributed to democracy should have received 

more attention from the democracy itself. 

A by-product of this dissertation has been to trace the influence 

of ideas in historical development by the case study method. An intel

lectual germ in the mind of Justin Morrill, which may or may not have 

been original with him, was immortalized by Congressional legislation to 

result in the creation of almost one hundred institutions of higher 

learning, or at least the grafting of land-grant educational ideals onto 

existing academic structures. The teaching offered in these universities 

has had much influence in elevating the status of science in the nation 

and world, 

In conclusion, the majority of the Stillwater land-grant college 

presidents, faculty members, and students have served their institution 

with respectability; thus their achievements ought to be preserved for 

posterity. If one accepts the general validity of the theory of evolu

tion, then it is helpful to know which factors have affected the develop

ment of an institution at any given point. This study has been compiled 

with the view that in order to underst;and the problems of the present 

and to prepare for the future, the heritage of the past must be revealed 

and understood. 
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