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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Although a major function of the public high school is that of pro-

viding an educational program for youth, it makes other contributions to 

the life of the community. In many communities, particularly the small 

communities, the high school participates with other institutions in the 

implementation of several kinds of services and activities. Among such 

services and activities are those that are planned for adult members of 

the community. These programs consist of education classes, recreational 

and civic activities, health services, and cultural opportunities. In 

addition to the planned programs and activities for the development of 

adults are the various types of informal influence exerted by profes-

sional education leaders of the school. These services and activities 

are representative of the endeavors of the high school to participate in 

meeting the educational and social needs of the entire community. 

Concerning the school as a community institution, the authors of 

The American Secondary School Curriculum state that: 

More and more the secondary school is tending to become a 
community institution. In addition to providing schooling 
for boys and girls in the classroom, the modern secondary 
school takes the pupils into the community and brings the 
community into the classroom •••• In many communities much, 
if not most, of young people's social life is centered in 
the school. Moreover, the schools' program is not limited 
to boys andgirls. Many secondary schools are expanding their 
programs to give adults both cultural and social experiences. 
Anderson and Gruhn list six practices by which secondary 
schools have been becoming community educational, cultural 
and recreational centers. They are (1) cooperation 

1 
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between school and community agencies in developing activities 
for youth and adults; (2) increased parent participation in 
the program of secondary schools; (3) recreational and enrich
ment programs during vacation and out of school hours for 
youth and adults; (4) upward extension of education for all 
youth beyond the twelfth grade; (5) the development of adult 
education programs; and (6) the development of the schools as 
a cultural center for the community.l 

The importance of the school as a relevant social institution in 

the community is also supported by Ronald Warren, a contemporary social-

ogist. Professor Warren views the school as one of th~ main social 

units which performs the "locality-relevant function 09 of socialization 

in the community. In his view, there is an essential interdependency 

of school and local community which is basic to the adequate function-

ing of both institutions of society. Professor Warren defines sociali-

zation as the process whereby individuals acquire knowledge, values, 

skills~ attitudes, and behavior patterns of society and learn behavior 

appropriate to the different roles defined and sanctioned by society. 2 

He takes the position that the school's part in socialization is not 

confined to the child at school, nor is it limited to children and 

youth, but is a process continuing through the lives of individuals.3 

Moreover, when the process is not continued, there is a falling away 

from culturally sanctioned participation in society.4 

If indeed, the public high school is the center of educational, 

cultural and recreational activities, and if it performs the 

l Leonard H. Clark et. al.~ The American Secondary School Curricu-
lum (New York~ 1965)~ pp. 410-411. 

I 
2 Ronald L. Warren~ The Community in America (Chicago~ 1963)_~ 

pp. 13-14. 
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uv1ocality-relevant function' 0 of socialization, then a public high 

school with its many functions and designs is closely involved with the 

several important facets of society and is related to the total stabil~ 

ity of community life. Hence, it seems reasonable to assume that when 

a public high school closes in a small community, there are changes in 

the community 0 s educational and social life. 

The Problem 

The problem of this study was brought clearly into focus on 

May 17~ 1954, when the United 

.f·,y'· 

z/· 
States Supreme Court decided that racial 

segregation in public schools was unconstitutional.5 This set in 

motion the processes of public school desegregation. On May 31, 1955, 

the Court again stated the unconstitutionality of segregation in public 

schools and ruled that all d:l.stricts must proceed to integrate their 

6 schools 'with all deliberate speed'. In compliance with the desegre-

gation rulings, West Virginia, Delaware, Missouri, Kentucky, Maryland, 

Oklahoma, and Washington, D. c., began the process of desegregating 

their schools.7 The school sysit~ms of other states were to follow. 

The effects of certain changes brought on by the desegregation 

of public schools have posed several problems, Among the problems 

which were posed by such changes were various known fears which 

5°0Brown et. al. vs. Board of' Educa't.ion of' Top~ka et. aL 11 , United 
States R_~or~~ 348 (Washington 9 D. c., 1954), pp. 483, 495-496. 

6 
11 Brown et. alo vs. Board of Education. of Topeka ".et. al.", United 

State~ Reports, 349 (Washington, D. c., 1955), pp. :294;\301. 

? J. Milton ·nnger~ ! Minari t;y grou;e !!! American Soc:tet,1 (New York, 
1965), p. 60. ' 
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seemed to be present in both Negro and white groups. J. Kenneth 

Morland~ Professor of Sociology at Randolph-Macon Women's College at 

8 Lynchburg~ Virginia~ has delineated several of such fears. One fear 

was that the strains of integration would be too great for young people 

of both races. It was also feared that academic standards would be 

lowered under desegregation. There was also concern that moral stand-

ards of white students would be lowered by interracial contact. George 

Eaton Simpson and J. Milton Yinger pointed up two problems which Negroes 

might face. These included possible feelings of inferiority on the part 

of Negro students brought about by the fear that they could not meet 

standards required by the white schools, and the fear of Negro adminis

trators and teachers that they might lose their positions.9 

A major concern of this study was to determine whether these fears 

and others were genuinely felt by the residents of certain small commu-

nities in which the public high schools have been closed, or are faced 

with this prospect. 

Because the public high schools have served a wide diversity of 

social as well as educational functions, some residents of small commu-

nities seemed to fear that social and educational changes brought about 

by the closing of the local high school might be disastrous to community 

stability. Because these fears seemed genuinely held and are discussed 

8 J. Kenneth Morland, "Token Desegregation and Beyond II in Arnold M. 
and Carolyn B. Rose~ Minorit;y: Problems. (New York, 1965)~ pp. 236-238. 

9George Eaton Simpson and J. Milton Yinger, Racial and 
Cult.ural !ii£.ori ties: An Analysis £.! Prejudice ~ Ri_scrimination. 
(New York~ 1965"\ p. 4-29. 
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in the significant literature dealing with the problems of desegrega-

tion since 1954j the major task of this study was to make educational 

and social changes brought on by the closing of public high schools in 

two small communities an in-depth study to determine their nature and 

extent.10 

Purposes of the Study 

The first purpose of the present study was to identify the possi-

'ble educational and social changes in small communities brought on by 

the closing of the public high schools. It appeared to the writer that 

if the closing of public high schools in small communities effected such 

changes, they should be identified in order to ascertain to what extent 

the communities utilized the programs associated with the educational 

and social. aspects of the schools. Such information could be used to 

faoil.itah the reorganization of oomm·unities in the areas in which such 

changes have occurred. 

The second purpose of the study WSLS to discover the possible areas 

10 For further information on this aspect of the study, see the 
f'ol.lowi.:ng research studies,. 

J" W. Atkinson, 91 Theory of Moti vationa.1 Determinants o:f' Risk
Taking Performance 00 i.n J. W. Atkinson (ed..), Motives !u Fantasy, .Action 
.fill\! Sociel'ty (P:dnceton, New Jersey, 1958) 9 pp. 322-340. 

Carl F. Hansen, °'The Scholastic Performances o:f' Negro and White 
Pupils :i.n the Integrated Public Schools of the District of Columbia, 11 

.!!£~ Educational Review (Summer, 1960) 9 pp. 216-224. 

Irwin Katz and C. Greenbaum, "Effects of Anxiety, Threat, and 
Racial Environment on Task Performance of Negro College Students," 
Journal£!. Abnormal Psychology, 66 (1963), pp. 562-567. 

R. L. Plaut,! Blueprint !2!:, Talent Searching. New York National 
Scholarship Service and Fund for Negro Students, 1957. 
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in which school-related activities, programs and services could be sub-
.,· 

stitutedfor by the implementation of similar programs by other agencies. 

It was also felt by the writer that the present study would make avail-

able data, in specific educational and social areas, which might be 

used in implementing programs of services and activities similar to 

those previously sponsored by the high schools. 

The third purpose of the study was to ascertain the opinions of 

residents of the communities on the present educational and social needs 

of adults and the impact of the closing of the schools. The writer 

believed that such opinions would provide needed information on the 

former school programs for the adults of the communities. Further, 

such information would have important consequences in the development 

of recommendations for substitute programs. 

The final purpose of the present study was to make recommendations 

for programs which would be comparable to the former programs offered 

for adults by the high schools. Since the review of related literature 

did not seem to reveal that existing community action and community 

development programs are based on research focused specifically on the 

areas of this study, the-writer felt that the effort should be made to 

provide such basis. 

Definition of Terms 

Several terms relate to this study and are vitally involved in the 

solution of the problem. A list and definitions of the several term9 . 



follows. 

Q~mmunity. Specifically~ 

A. community is a territorially organized system co
extensive with a settlement pattern in which (1) an 
effective community network operates, (2) people 
share common facilities and services distributed 
within the settlement pattern, and (3) people develop 
a psychological identification with the 'locality 
symbol' (the name).11 

Small Communit.;y. Those particular areas of populations in the 

State of Oklahoma which have been identified as not sufficiently popu-

7 

lated~ or that are otherwise disqualified to meet the minimum requisites 

to maintain legally the separate public high schools for Negro inhabit-

ants. More specifically, the term refers to those population areas 

that have experienced the loss of their public high schools due to 

racial desegregation. 

Desegregation. With respect to communities refers to a process 

resulting in the change from segregated to bi-racial or multi-racial 

status either in practice or principle.12 

~nt~~regation. The absence of all racial distinctions in the 

public schools.13 

Compliance. With respect to segregation~ desegregation refers to 

the obedience of a school or school district to the laws of the 

'1 -
·-1·rrwin T. Sanders~ The Community: An Introduction to a Social 

System (New York~ 1966)~ p. 26. 

12Robert F. Campbell et. al.?! Statistical Summary of School 
Segregation-Desegr~_gation in~ Southern and Border Statesa 
(Nashv"ille~ Tennessee~ 1965=66) o 

l3Ibid. 
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Supreme Court in desegregating public schools in Americao 

8 

Adult Education Courseso Generally refers to all classes, activi~ 

ties and experiences designed to serve the educational needs of adults 

and out-of-school youth beyond the compulsory school ageso15 However, 

for the purposes of this study, adult education also referred to the 

classes held under the sponsorship of the public high schools for 

adults and out-of-school youths. 

Recreational Activities. Activities planned and sponsored by the 

school for pleasure and enjoyment. 

Civic Activities. Activities planned by the school which lead to 

participation in, and the understanding and practice of good citizen-

ship on the levels of city, county, state, national, and international 

affairs. 

Health Services and Activities. Those services and activities 

planned and sponsored by the school to foster health education and 

better health among adults as.well as youth of the community. 

Cultur_&'Activities. School planned activities engaged in by 

persons for enjoyment and enrichment, activities which embody a high 

standard of excellence and refinement such as art, music, and drama. 

fpform~ Influence of Professional Education Leaders. Those con-

tributions of school leaders which are made outside their regular and 

assigned duties at school. 

14~bid. 

15Homer Kempfer, Adult Education Activities of~ Public Schools: 
:Report of 5 :.Survey~ Pamphl_E!:t; Number 107 (Washington, D. c., 1948), 
Po lo i.) 
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Scope and Limitations of the Study 

The study involved two small Oklahoma communities. The communi-

ties were Red Bird~ located in Wagoner County, and Chandler, located in 

Lincoln County. The study was not made of all of the manifold aspects 

of the two localities. Rather, it was confined specifically to certain 

areas of community relationships which were related to community social 

and educational changes which resulted from the closing of the public 

Negro high schools as a result of The Supreme Court's ruling. These 

areas were adult education classes, adult recreational, civic, health 

and cultural services and activities, and the informal influence of 

professional education leaders. 

The study also sought to ascertain the existing programs of serv-

ices and activities offered for adults of the two communities which are 

sponsored 'by other institutions and organizations. Also considered 

were the felt needs of adults in the communities with regard to these 

activities and services and the opinions of adults on educational and 

sodal. changes 'brought about by desegregation of public high schools. 

Evaluation of the responses of the residents of the two comrnuni-

ties under investigation, or of the attitudes and opinions of the 

respondents') was comple·tely beyond the scope of this study. Further, 

this study in no sense implied that either inadequate schools or 

segregation should have continued. 

Need for the Study 

The 1954 ruling of the Supreme Court on the desegregation of 

public schools in America indicated that school segregation was psycho-

logically harmful to Negro young people. It, therefore, insisted that 
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public sc.hools must integrate without delay. While the court's urgency 

to provide Negro children and youth adequate· access to educational 

opportunityj it did not make preparation for the consequences which 

were to follow the decision of the court. It failed to make provisions 

for the parents and other adults (in communities in which public schools 

closed) who must contribute to the growth and development of young 

people. Thus, one may conclude not only that provisions were not made, 

but apparently no one in position to act seemed to have foreseen the 

consequences that occurred as a result of the decision. 

Thus~ within the context of the nation's efforts to integrate 

public schools over the past thirteen years, there seemed to be several 

definite needs which this study would serve. The following is a dis

cussion of some of these needs. 

First;~ this study was designed to serve the needs of those communi

ties that have already taken measures toward desegregation and are 

desirous of programs of readjustment, programs which will continue the 

serv:i.ces and activities related to those of the former high schools. 

These communities include those that have already complied with desegre

gation laws by closing their high sohools and sending their children to 

the integrated schools. 

Second~ this study was designed to serve the needs of social 

workers and others who from time-to-time must devote their skills; 

efforts and positions to the planning of services and activities :for 

communities that have accepted the recourse of public school 

desegregation. 

Third~ this ·study was designed to serve the needs of communities which 

seek to prepare themselves for similar changes experienced by the pilot 
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communities that have sought to comply with the school laws and their 

consequences" As shown by statistics on school segregation-

desegregation') the 1954 decision on school integregation is yet to com

plete its course. 16 Thus'I the problem of school integregation continues 

to be a serious problem in the United States. 

Fourth, this study was designed to serve the needs of persons who 

seek increased knowledge about the desegregation aspects of community 

life which will eventuate in a broader and deeper understanding of the 

larger society. The local community is not only one of the most impor

t.ant subcultures of society') it is the "key to society 11 • 17 It is with-

in each community that the concerns of individuals for the well-being 

of each other and their willingness to participate in the cooperative 

st1lving of vital problems give significance to the democratic process. 

The :r'ifth need which this study was designed to serve was to pro-

vide insight i.nto certain social and educational problems which 

resulted from the closing of public high schools in small communities. 

A careful and thorough survey of literature disclosed that an inquiry 

designed to obtain information on the changes which resulted from the 

closing of public high schools in small communities had not been pre-

viously undertakeno 

Summary 

Although a primary function of the public high school is that of 

teaching the subject matter of a rather specific curriculum~ it makes 

16campbellj Pa 290 

17 Conrad Ca Arensberg and Solon T. Kimball, Culture and Communiti 
(New York 1 1965\ Po 132 a 
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other contributions to the life of the communityo Among the contribu

tions which it makes are those in adult education classes, recreational, 

civic, health and cultural activities, and informal influence of pro

fessional leaders. Hence, when a public high school closes in a small 

community, there are changes in the community's educational and social 

life. 

The problem defined for the study, therefore, was to determine the 

educational and social changes brought on by the closing of the public 

high schools in small communities. The purposes of the study were as 

follows: (1) to identify some of the educational and social changes in 

communities brought on by the closing of the public high schools; (2) 

to discover the possible areas in which school activities, programs, and 

services could be substituted for by the implementation of similar pro

grams by other agencies; (3) to ascertain the opinions of residents of 

the communities on the impact of the closing of the public high schools; 

and (4) to make recommendations for programs which would be comparable 

to the former programs offered for adults by the former public high 

schools. 

The study involved two small Oklahoma communities, Red Bird and 

Chandler. The study sought to ascertain if the closing of the high 

schools effected change in the following areas: adult education courses, 

recreational, civic, health" and cultural activities, and informal in

fluence of professional education leaders. Also, felt needs of resi-

. dents in regard to the six areas studied were sought as well as their 

perceptions of the closing of the high schools and what desegregation 

of schools means to Negroes. 



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

Recognizing the need for quality research on community life and 

development, there has been an abundance of research literature 

published in recent years. Several studies proved to be very 

beneficial in the various aspects of this work. The literature in-

eludes studies pertaining to social change, locality and community 

participation, community power structure and decision-making, community 

influence and adult education. The objective of the present chapter 

which surveys the related literature is to bring into focus earlier 

research efforts which were found to be related to the problem of this 

study. 

On the inevitability of social change in the United States, Daniel 

Bell states., vv The United States is the first large society to have 

change and innovation 'built into' its culture.'~ If change is inevi-

table~ it seems reasonable to suppose that community residents should 

understand, analyze, and overcome resistances to desirable change. 

Thus, studies on social change proved to be of significant worth to 

this study. A study of social change which is related to this work is 

the investigation of Donald Vosburg. Made in 1958, the study was 

1 
.~Daniel Bell., .!!!.2 End .9f Ideolog;y: (New York~ 1966), p. 37. 
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entitled, vvA Community Study of Industrial Transition and Social 

Change. 102 Professor Vosburg 1 s study reflects- several significant 

issues involved in a study of social change. The Vosburg study was 

undertaken to investigate changes in Gloversvillej New York, as they 

14 

related t.o changes in industry. Gloversville is the larger of two vil-

lages in Fulton County, and is the center of the American glove industry. 

The industry, since World War II, has experienced some severe economic 

problems. In recent years, labor costs have been greater than the 

demands for gloves and increased competition from foreign companies 

has x·es·fllted from more liberal tax laws. 

The methodology of the study consisted of a comparison of 

Gloversville and the glove factory in terms of what obtained in 1930, 

the beginning of the depression, with conditions from 1940 to 1958. 

Among the sources from which data were gathered were history, census 

records, newspapers~ business statistics, and inter·views with selected 

persons of the community, The hypothesis was that there has been a 

signi.fican.t correlation between economic a:nd/or indust.rial changes in 

sele·cted aspects of the community. The findings of the Vosburg study 

revealed that the most significant changes in the community resulted 

from: (1) a progressive decline of consumer demand for gloves, (2) 

high cost of' production in comparison with the volume of sales and a 

marked increase of competition from foreign producers which resulted 

from the Trade Agreement Act of 1934, and (3) liberalizing policies of 

tariff. The data disclosed further that the greatest changes in 

2 Donald Ralph Vosburg~ 19 A Community Study of Industrial Transition 
and Social Change ou ( unpub. Ph.D. dissertation 1 Syracuse University, 
Syracuse:'I New York, 1958). 
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Gloversville since 1930 have been: (1) an increase in unemployment, 

(2) an increase in the number of commuters to oth.~.r cities for employ

ment~ (3) an increase in the migration of young people, to other places 

upon higl:). school graduation. 9 and (4) an increase in feelings of insecu

rity which resulted from the inability to bring about industrial diver

sif:i..cation to compensate for the decrease in the glmre industry. 

The study is illustrative of what might happen to a community when 

an institution declines in output, or is removed from a community. It 

also shows that this type of change might have a tendency to create 

frustrations. In order to supplement the services offered by the in

stitution in former times, citizens must either commute to other places 

for the services, or develop in their community something which will 

substitute in providing similar services of the lost institution. The 

study seems to raise serious questions as to how dysfunctional effects 

of' social. change may be curtailed or eliminated in small communities in 

which social institutions have been lost. 

The Vosburg study was pertinent to this investigation in that 

Dr. Vosburg 0s interests for industrial concerns were related to concern 

for educational, social, civic, and cultural problems and issues, and 

gave a broader orientation of the problem under study. The study proved 

helpful~ further, in the search for and selection of methods to employ 

in the gathering of the various types of data needed in the present 

study. Also~ the study proved helpful in the establishment of theoret

ical backgrounds of this study, and the understanding of the impact of 

social change on small communities. 

Other problems related to this study are those of social stratifi

cation and social mobility which have been problems in America 
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throughout the nation 9 s history. Studies which follow provide a clear 

and sharp insight into the nature of these problems~ not only as they 

relate to other social institutions~ but to the school as well. 

In the 1950°s, Professor Alvin W. Schaff made a study entitled, 

00 The Effects of Commuting on Participation in Community Organizations."3 

The study endeavored to show the degree of participation of commuters 

in the town of Claremont, California, a rapidly growing small town in 

a.n outlying metropolitan district. The problem was stated in the form 

of the following four questions: 

1. To what extent is Claremont becoming a commuter town? 

2. What are some of the differences between the commuter 

and the non-commuter groups? 

3. Is participation in community organizations affected 

by commuting? 

4. What is the effect of factors other than commuting 

upon community participation? 

The major findings of Professor Schaff 9s study werE,~ (1) the town 

of Claremont is a community with a rapidly increasing commuter popula-

tion 1 and that a great number of young adults commute to other places 

for employment~ (2) the commuter's interest is likely to be divided 

between his community of residence and his place of employment, (3) as 

a rulei the commuter participates very little in community affairs~ 

(4) the presence of a large number of commuters is helpful, but it also 

poses additional problems such as increasing the child population, and 

3Alvin Ho Schaff 9 °0 The Effects of Commuting on Participation in 
Comrnuni.ty Organizations 9 10 ~ Sociological Review~ l? (Apri1 9 1952) ~ 
pp. 215-220. 
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providing schooling for them, and an increased pressure for parking 

space, and (5) the organizations in the community are highly selective 

of the commuters for membership. 

A similar study was made in 1963,l>y Frank Q~ Sessions who 

made an investigation of the relationships between geographic mobility 

and social participation.4 The center of the study was Richfield, Utah, 

a small town located about 160 miles from Salt Lake City. The subjects 

represented 114 households which were randomly chosen from the town 

water census roll, involving 196 persons. Response from the subjects 

was about 93 per cent. 

The Sessions study disclosed that women who had to migrate from 

longer distances did not contribute financially to the church. There 

was a positive relationship between men who traveled casually and par-

ticipation in fraternal groups. Civic participation was found to be 

po,sitively related to the geographically mobile men, but not for women. 

For women, the size of the community of birth, youth, and the distances 

traveled were positively related to participation in fraternal groups. 

The Schaff and Sessions studies seem to be consistent in demon-

strating how members of communities and commuters are affected by the 

problems of stratification and mobility. The implications of these 

studies may be transferable to commuters for educational purposes, both 

at the high school and adult levels. From the data, one may learn that 

commuters from communities in which high schools have been closed are 

not immune to the effects of social stratification and mobility. For 

4 Frank Q. Sessions, 91 Relationships Between Geographical Mobility 
and Social Participation in a Stable Community 00 (unpub. dissertation, 
University of Utah, Salt Lake Cityj Utah, 1963). 
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example~ deprj_ved students from small commm,iity schools, who commute to 
' 

other community schools may not be able to ~aintain their status~ and 

as a result~ lose motivation and become dropoutso5 The studies might 

prove useful to community planners and leaders in the development of 

programs which are oriented to assisting the upward mobility of students 

who may be exposed to circumstances similar to those presented in the 

Schaff and Sessions studieso The results of the studies may also be of 

use to community planners and leaders in the understanding and removal 

of socially imposed barriers to opportunities of upward mobilityo 

The studies were very useful to the present investigation in the 

following ways: by giving insight into the problems of commuting, one 

of the results of public school desegregation; in sampling procedures 

and the selection of. respondents; in the analyzing of data on opinions 

and attitudes of respondents on the effects of desegregation of public 

high sc.1hools; and in the developing of recommendations o 

Another type of research related to the problem of this thesis is 

the resear(::h on community power structure and decision-making. These 

.. ~. J,. 

'<1 

studies seem to ir1dicate that in every community, large or small, the v' 
factors of commun.ity power structure and decision-ma.king are present, 

and ·t.hat the school leaders play significant roles in such efforts. 

Ralph Kimbrough I s study, 11 The Development of a Cone ept of Social 

Powe1:,11 involved two school districts which had the same boundary limits 

as the counties, and were designated by the fictitious names, 11 River 

r.· 
=>Edgar Zo F1•iedenbe:rg'I 11 An Ideology o'f School Withdrawal, 00 in 

Jona.the.n C. McLendo:n, ed., Social !£.yp.d~t,ion,!! .2.;! Ed·uc~: ~.:r..en~ 
E~ ,E.ro~ ~h! Behavioral Scienaes CNew York~ l§"b65~ p. 80. 
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6 County 00 and 00 Beach County 10 • The two counties were chosen for investi-

gation on the basis that they were similar in the area of social climate, 

but varied significantly in local financial, effort for educational 

purposes. 

The team of researchers used the same methodology in comparing the 

two counties. They gathl;!red historical data through interviews with 

inhabitants of both areas. 

The investigation disclosed that the power structure in the two 

counties were significantly different. It was found that the power 

structure in °0Beach County'' (referred to as the 19 low effort countyn 

because of its limited local financial efforts for education) was of 

tight monopolistic control by individuals who were economically power-

ful. In this county, school officials were not high in decision

making power; whereas, in °0River County 00 (refer:r.ed to as the 00 high 

effort county 91 because of' its high achievements in local financial 

effort for educational purposes) the superintendent of' schools was high 

in power rmd prominent irA decision-making politics. Findings of the 

:i.nvestigation indicated, also, that "River County", unlike "Beach 

County 09, was characterized by a competitive power structure in which no 

single group could control. decisior1-maldng for all. governmental sectors. 

A :r.ela:ted study was made by Arthur J. Vidich and Joseph Bensman in 

the 1950° s called ~ ~ ill Mass Socie·t;y:o 7 The investigators 

made a desc:r•ipti ve study of a small r-ural community in New York called 

6 Ralph B. Kimbrough, 10 The Development of a Concept of Social 
Power~ 00 in Robert s. Cahill and Stephen C. Henchley, ~Politics £!. 
,Ed.uca.tion (Danville, 1.964), pp. 93-94. 

7Arthur J. Vidich and Joseph Bensman,~ Town !a Mass Society: 
£~,Power,~ Religion!.!:},~~ Comm1.:ffi.itx (Princeton, 19§8). 
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'°Springdale 00 • The community is inhabited by approximately 3,000 people, 

1~000 of whom lived in the village of Springdale, and the other 2,000 

lived in the open country and five hamlets. The study included only 

those inhabitants who were socially and commercially oriented to the 

village. 

Although the investigation is designed to show certain relation

ships of the local community and larger society and the manner in which 

both social systems operate to meet the needs of persons who belong to 

both systems, its findings have relevance for the present study. The 

study disclosed that the main mechanism of the community's coordina

tion and integration was leadership. The study also revealed that the 

school was the strongest institution in the community, its budget was 

the largestj and that the school board stood at the center of decision

making. Further, the school principal,who was accorded some power in 

decision-making, was the community's chief leader and administrator. 

The study by Vidich and Bensman emphasized the coordinating 

ef.:f."ec:ts of leadership in a small comrnuni ty. It also seemed to support 

the idea that school leaders play influential roles in small communi

ties and that what was found to be true of Springdale community might 

also be true in other small communities similarly situated. 

The two studies concerning power structure and decision-making in 

the local community were of special benefit in developing items for the 

questionnaires and interview schedule used in the present study, par

ticularly the items dealing with the informal influence of professional 

education leaders. The Vidich and Bensman study also proved helpful in 

the selection of elements used to describe the communities under study. 

The last two studies summarized pointed up the fact that school 
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leaders are influential in small communities. The next related study 

seemed to support this contention and also to tell how this type of 

influence is obtained. 

An exploratory study was done by Robert K. Merton entitled 

00 Patterns of Influence: A Study of Interpersonal Influence and 

8 Communications Behavior in a Local Community'1• The study was based 

primarily upon interviews with eighty-six men and women from diverse 

economic strata of "Rovere", a small town on the Eastern seaboard. The 

st.udywas essentially a case study rather than a statistical analysis of 

influence patterns. The major purposes of the study were fourfold: 

(1) to identify types of people regarded as variously influential by 

their fellows, (2) to relate patterns of communications behavior to 

their roles as influential persons~ (3) to gain clues to the chief 

a"ll'enues through which they came to gain in.fluence, and (4) to set out 

hypotheses for more systematic study of the workings of interpersonal 

influence in the local commun:1 ty. Merton's analysis was based on two 

types of people =- the 00 locals 10 and the 00 cosmopolitans 11o 09 Locals 90 and 

00 cosmopolitans" referred to types of influentials rather than geographic 

areas or regions. Methods of approach involved holding interviews with 

the eighty-six men and women from the two levels. 

Findings of the Merton study revealed that vv1.ocals 91 confined their 

interests to the local community, were preoccupied with local problems 

to the exclusion of the national and international events, were inter-

ested in knowing many individuals in the local community, and 

8 Robert K. Merton, "Patterns of Influence: A Study of Inter-
personal and Communications Behavior in a Local Community,n in Matilda 
White Riley 9 ed.~ Sociological Research: ! Case Approach (New York, 
1963) 9 PP o 153-163. . 
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were parochial in that "Rovere vv was their world. 90 Cosmopolitans", on the 

other hand, are concerned with the local community, but their interests 

were not confined thereo The study revealed also that the approaches 

to the interpersonal influence of the two levels of influentials were 

shown to be different. For example, the local influentials were reared 

in the town, received some degree of education and training there, 

and left only temporarily for college and professional training; whereas, 

the cosmopolitan influential was more or less a new arrival in the area. 

Therefore, the cosmopolitan influential could not use personal ties as 

his major claim to influentiality and attention. Instead, he ordi-

narily possessed the distinction or reputation associated with his 

vocation when he entered the community. Another finding of the study 

was that the rise of the "local" to influentia:lity was relatively slow 

because he had to establish himself by working his way to success; 

whereas, the rise of the "cosmopolitan'° to influentiality was at a 

relatively high level. The local influential had .to establish his 

influentiali ty ~ but the cosmopolitan's influence arose from association 

with other individuals in the community. The different approaches to 

influence made by the "locals" and the "cosmopolitans" helped account 

for their different orientations toward the community, according to 

the study. Another distinction between the two types of influence was 

found in the pattern of utilizing social status. "Locals" used their 

personal relations and were influential because of services based on 

such relations. On the other hand, "cosmopolitan" influentials' serv

ice was based upon the expertness or specialized skill and knowledge 

which they possessed. According to the findings~ they were sought out 

for advice and help because they had certain knowledge and skills 
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needed by the residents of the community. 

If the v9cosmopolitan 1v (this includes educators) are sought out for 

what they know and because of skills? the finding by Merton lends sup-

por't to the contention that educators seem to exert informal influence 

in the local community. The study by Merton has relevance to this work 

in two specific ways. First, it is similar in methodology and approacho 

It :is a descriptive oase st"udy and was very helpful in developing a 

framework for describing and analyzing data. Secondly, Merton's base 

' for classification of influentials in small communities was applicable 

to the areas in the instruments which dealt with the informal influ-

ence of professional leaders in the small community. It proved helpful 

to the investigator in the construction of the instruments. 

The f'inal group of studies related to the present work is focused 

on adult education. There are three of such studies. One is a na-

tionaJ. study 9 and the other two a.re concerned with adult education at 

the state level. 

An. i.r.nlestigat;ion was made by Homer Kempfer'.1 Specialist on General 

Education and Post High School Education, under the auspices of' the 

Of'fice of Education, Washington, D. C., on °1 Adult Education A.ctivi ties 

of the Public Schools" in the late 1940 9s. 9 The instrument with which 

the data were gathered was an inquiry blank consisting of twenty-two 

categories. The blanks were mailed to all school districts located 

in or around communities of the nation of 2,500 population or above, 

according to the 1940 census. In the states which contained separate 

elementary and secondary school districts or separate public school and 

9Kempfer~ pp. 1=21. 



junior college districts serving the same community~ blanks were sent 

to both. The investigator requested that respondents check any of the 

items on the list sponsored by the Board of Education for adults and 

out=of-school youth since July 1, 1947. The state directors were asked 

to mail the forms with their own cover letters to school administrators. 

Findings of the Kempfer survey revealed that approximately three-

fourths of the districts in communities of 2,500 people or above had 

some .form of adult education in the public schools. It was concluded 

that approximately 3~000,000 adults and post~high school youths were 

being served each year by the public schools. Findings also revealed 

that among the educational experiences offered under the sponsorship of 

the public school for adults and out-of-school youth were both formal and 

informal types. They included classes, guidance services, theater, clubs, 

and ern:crnrsione. Also~ special experiences were provided for persons 

past. retirement age. Oklahoma was one of the states reporting programs 

in adult education, and ranked number twenty-eight of the forty-eight. 

£:ttate·so Rank was based on the :percentage of population involved in 

adult education activities in 19L~8. 

A study on adult education was made, in 1951, to determine the 
.. 

adequacy of three Oklahoma public school adult education programs. 

Made by Joseph Ellis Timken, the study was entitled~ ov A Study to Deter-

mine the Adequacy of Three Selected Oklahoma Public School Adult 

Education Programs. n lO The three programs evaluated were as follows: 

Junior College at Miami~ Tulsa City Schools, and Stillwater Public 

10Joseph Ellis Timken 9 °0 A Study to Determine the Adequacy of 
Three Selected Oklahoma Public School Adult Education Programsvo ( unpub. 
Ed" D. dissertation, Oklahoma State Universtiy, Stillwater, Oklahoma, 
1951) 0 
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Schools. The study analyzed the goals of the programs, the different 

types of adult education activities offered (in the light of the activ

ities in existence in the United States), and evaluated the three pro

grams on the basis of goals and adequacy of programs in terms of 

meeting the needs and interests of the adults enrolled in the programs. 

Questionnaires were sent to four hundred and seven persons who were 

enrolled in the three selected public school adult education p.rograms. 

Findings of the Timken investigation revealed that none of the 

adult education programs studied made full use of the available educa

tional centers for adult learning activities. The evaluation of course 

activities which lead adult learners to future enrollment and contin.u

ance of learning was not adequate. The study indicated that from the 

standpoint of channels used to pass on information to adults, the pro

grams could be investigated with great profit. Inadequacy was found 

in the area of encouraging the adults to become cooperative beings, in 

community group planning and implementation. The study revealed that 

all three of the programs had some degree of' adequacy with respect to 

the comparison between program emphasis and adult interest in the 

general areas of adult problems. The author drew several conclusions 

from the findings. They were as follows: (1) the adequacy of public 

school adult education programs can be determined, (2) it is possible 

to establish appropriate goals for adult education, and (3) adequacy of 

the program is best measured in terms of how well the program meets 

the needs of the adults enrolled. • Finally~ the author recommended that 

public adult education program directors and teachers base their pro

gram emphasis on the expressed interests and needs of adults growing 

out of problem concern. 



26 

In 1952~ another investigation on adult education was made by 

Samuel Eo Fuhr. The title of the study was~ ''Adult Education. Programs 

in Negro Departments of Vocational Agriculture in Oklahoma. n 11 The 

purposes of the study were as follows: To determine the nature and 

scope of adult education programs in Negro departments of vocational 

agriculture in Oklahoma~ to ascertain the methods and practices used in 

organi.zing the programs~ to discover methods and procedures used in 

conducting the programs to ascertain the problems and difficulties 

encountered by :inst.ructors of vocational agriculture in organizing and 

conducting the programs and to offer recommendations for improving the 

programs. Methods used to gather data were interview, observation, and 

questionnaire. The study involved twenty-six schools which were 

located in twenty-six leading counties of the State of Oklahoma. One 

of the cour.ttie,s involved in the study was Lincoln.~ in which one of the 

schoo1.s investigated in this work is located. The school was centered 

at.: Douglas High School, Chandler, Oklahoma. 

Findings of the Fuhr study revealed that among the courses and 

other experiences offered adults in the twenty-six state high schools 

were food product.Jon and preservation, marketing, family health., shop, 

soil,and water conservation, a~imal disease and parasite control, 

poultry production 9 record keeping and home budgeting, handicraft, and 

home beauti:ficationo The study disclosed that recreational activities 

included playing organized games, programs, movies, picnics, tours, 

athletic e1.rents 9 banquets, and light refreshments served after the 

11samuel Eo Fuhr~ uo Adult Education Programs ::i.n Negro Departments 
of Vocational Agriculture in Oklahomauu (unpub. Master's thesis 9 

Oklahoma State University~ Stillwater 9 Oklahoma~ 1952). 
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educational phases of the class meetings. The study also disclosed 

that, although Negro vocational agriculture teachers were taking an 

interest in their adult education programs, there were certain aspects 

in which improvements needed to be made. 

The three studies on adult education were useful to the present 

investigator in the construction of the instruments employed in the 

study. Many of the items used in the questionnaires and the interview 

schedule~ particularly in the areas of adult education classes, recrea

tional activities~ and health services and activities were suggested by 

the three studies. The study by Fuhr was especially beneficial to the 

:investigator in the analysis of data on the instrument concerned with 

courses which were offered one year prior to the school's closing. The 

study was made in 1952, and the school closed in 1954. The study con

firmed the responses made by respondents of that particular phase of 

the :i.nvestigat:ion. 

Several groups of studies related to various aspects of the present 

study have been presented. The study on social change directed atten

tion to the impact of social change upon small communities. Changes in 

a network of social systems produce subsequent changes and adjustments. 

The study was relevant to the present investigation in that it raised 

serious questions as to how dysfunctional effects of social change 

hrought on by the closing of a social system may be eliminated. The 

study provided insight to the investigator on the problem of social 

change~ suggested several of the methods used in the study'l undergirded 

· the theoretical background of the dissertation, and aided in the state

ment of the problem. 

Studies on locality and community participation, which dealt with 
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social stratification and mobility, were useful to the present study by 

providing insight into the problems of commuting, in sampling procedures 

and selection of respondents, in analyzing data on opinions and atti

tudes of respondents on the effects of desegregation, and in developing 

recommendations. 

Studies on community power structure and decision-making which 

threw light upon the significant roles which school leaders play in 

community decision-making were of benefit in developing items for the 

questionnaires and the interview schedule used in the investigation. 

They were used in the development of items concerned with the informal 

influence of professional education leaders in the community. The 

studies were also helpful in describing the two localities under study. 

The study on patterns of influence in small communities, which 

suggested the fact that school leaders are influentials in the commu

nity~ was releYa.nt to the present study in that its similarity in 

methodology and approach provided assistance in the choice of methods 

and procedures. The study also proved helpful in the construction of 

instruments~ par'l;icularly in the area on influence of professional educa

tion leaders in the small community. 

The three studies on adult education, one a national survey study, 

and the other two evaluative studies dealing with adult education pro

grams in the State of Oklahoma, were very helpful. They were benefi

cial to the investigator in the developing of some of the items on the 

questionnaires and the interview schedule used in the study. Items in 

areas on adult education classes, recreational activities, and health 

services and activities were drawn from these three studies. The Fuhr 

study confirmed data gathered in one of the phases of the study. 



CHAPTER III 

THE TECHNIQUES OF THE STUDY 

The research techniques used in this study follow the general 

pattern of similar research on community studies. These techniques in

clude: (l) the development of hypotheses and underlying assumptions, 

(2) the construction of instruments to test the hypotheses, (3) the 

selection of the communities studied, (4) sampling procedures, and (5) 

the collection and treatment of the data. 

Statement of the Hypotheses and Assumptions 

In an attempt to determine the nature of educational and social 

changes brought a.bout by the closing of the Negro high schools in two 

small communities in Oklahoma., this study proceeds on the basis of the 

following hypotheses and assumptions: 

H-1. The closing of Negro high schools in small communi

ties has brought a.bout educational and social changes 

in community life -- changes which are per.cei ved by 

residents, specifically, in the following activities 

and services: 

a. adult education 

b. recreation 

c. civic activities 

d. health services and activities 

29 
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e. cultural activities 

f. informal influence of professional 

education leaders. 

H-2. These perceived changes will be affected by: 

a. the extent of former high school-community 

centered activities and services. 

b. the existing programs which substitute for 

former high school~related programs of 

services and activities. 

c. the increase in distance to be traveled in 

order to participate in similar activities 

and to obtain similar services. 

The hypotheses are based upon the following underlying assumptions: 

A-1. When a public high school closes in a small community, 

changes occur in community life. 
) 

A-2. These changes can be, to some degree, perceived by 

adult residents of the community. 

A-3. The impact of these changes, as perceived by the 

adult members of the comm"UD.ity, can be identified, 

measured, and used in the developing of community 

action programs. 

The Construction of Instruments Used and 

Sources of Information 

Two questionnaires were developed for this study. The purpose of 

the first questionnaire was to determine the extent and nature of 

school-related services and activities available to adults of the 
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communities one year prior to their closing.1 This instrument was 

designed to be submitted to professional and official school personnel 

who were in position to be knowledgeable on such services. The bases 

11pon which the selection of the respondents for the questionnaires were 

made included the following: 

l. Tenure in the community at least one year prior to the 

schools' closing. 

2. Official professional position in the schools as 

teacher, principal, superintendent, counselor, or 

supervisor. 

3. Official representative of a local, district, county, 

or state educational or governmental agency such as 

county home demonstration or vocational agriculture 

agent; school board chairman, member or secretary; and 

social welfare worker. 

It was assumed that adults meeting these criteria would.most 

likely be in a position to provide the desired information concerning 

the services and activities made available to the community by the 

former public high schools in the areas of adult education, recreation, 

civic activities, health services and activities; cultural activities, 

and the informal influence of professional education leaders. The 

responses of such persons on these matters were requested and expressed 

in the questionnaire. 

Since responses were desired concerning aspects of each of the six 

areas of the school-related programs, the first questionnaire consisted 

1 An exhibit of the first questionnaire appears in Appendix B of 
the thesis. 
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of six parts corresponding to the six areas of the study. These parts 

and the respective number of items in each were as follows: Part I, 

Adult Education Classes, fourteen items; Part II, Recreational Activi-

ties~ ten items; Part III, Civic Activities, thirteen items; Part IV, 

Health Services and Activities, thirteen items; Part V, Cultural Activ ... 

ities~ sixteen items; and Part VI, Informal Influence of Professional 

Educational Leaders, nine items. Space was provided for the respondents 

to wr1te in additional items which seemed to them to be related to the 

respective parts of the instrument. 

The items of the first questionnaire were selected on the basis of 

lists of courses and programs from the Handbook 2f. ~ Education in 

~ United States,2 two unpublished theses,3 a survey and examination 

of related literature, 4 and interviews with teachers, school adminis

trators~ county agents, and state educational officials.5 

The second questionnaire used in this study was constructed and 

developed to obtain information concerning the adult education classes, 

recreational activities, civic activities~ health services and 

? -Malcolm S. Knowles, Handbook 2f. ~ Education 
Statee (Washington, D. C., 1960), pp. 393=542. 

in the United ---
3 Joseph Ellis Timkenj 01 A Study to Determine the Adequacy of Three 

Selected Oklahoma Public Adult Education Programs 11 ( unpub. Doctoral 
Dissertation 9 Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma, 1951). 

Samuel E. Fuhr, 11 Adult Education Programs in Negro Departments of 
Vocational Agriculture in Oklahoma" (unpub. Master's Thesis, Oklahoma 
State University~ Stillwater, Oklahoma, 1952). 

4 Kempfer~ pp. 1=21. 

5A list of consultants appears in Appendix I of the Dtssertation. 
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activities, cultural act~vities, and the informal influence of profes-

sional education leaders o.ffered in the communities since the closing 
I· 

I 6 
of the Negro pu'blic high schools. This instrument was designed to be 

submitted to persons who were knowledgeable on such services and activ-

ities. The bases upon which the selection of the respondents for the 

questionnaires were made -::Lnclud,ed,· .. ·the following: 
I '\ 

1. Tenure in the communities at least five years since 

the schools' closingo 

2. Official professional position in the community as 

teacher, principal, superintendent, counselor or 

supervisor. 

3. Retired teachers, principals, superintendents and 

past board members. 

4. Officers of clubs,frat~rnal and civic organizations 

of the communities. 

5. Pastors and other officers of religious organiza-

tions of the communities. 

6. Official representatives of loca.1 9 district, county, 

or state educational or governmental agencies such 

as county home demonstration and vocational agents, 

school board c.hairmen or members, and soc'Jial welfare 

workers. 

It was assumed that adults meeting these criteria would most 

likely be in positions to provide information concerning the existing 

services and activities currently available for adults in the areas o! 

6An exhibit of the second questionnaire appears in Appendix C of 
the thesis. 



adult education classes, recreational activities, civic activities, 

health services and activities, cultural activities, and informal in

fluence of professional education leaders. The responses of such per

sons were requested and expressed in the questionnaire. 

Since responses were desired concerning aspects of each of the six 

areas of services and activities currently existing in the communities 

for adults, the second questionnaire also consisted of six parts corre

sponding to the six areas of the study. The parts and the respective 

number of items in each were as follows: Part I, Adult Education 

Classes, fourteen items; Part II, Recreational Activities, ten items; 

Part III, Civic Activities, thirteen items; Part IV, Health Services 

and Activities, thirteen items; Part V, Cultural Activities, sixtee~ 

items; and Part VI, Informal Influence of Professional Education 

Leaders, nine items. Space was provided for the respondents to- write 

in additional items which seemed to them to be related to the respec

tive parts of the instrument. 

To be noted is the fact that the several parts and the respective 

items of the second questionnaire corresponded to the items of the 

questionnaire constructed and submitted to professional and official 

personnel who were in positions to know the services and activities 

made available to adults of the communities throUgh the coope:r-a.tion 

of the Negro high schools one year prior to their closing. 

In addition to the questionnaire concerned with school-related 

ser·li'fces and .activities for adults prior to the closing of the high 

schoole, and to the questionnaire on currently existing prog:r-ams and 

activities for adults of the communities under studyj one other instru ... 

ment was constructed and employed. This instrument was in the form of 
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an interview schedule. The interview schedule was designed to be used 

with a sample of the general public who were qualified to make the fol

lowing contributions: (1) respond to research items concerning the 

felt needs for services and activities comparable to those usually made 

available to adults through and/or with the cooperation of the public 

high schools, (2) suggest substitute programs and how they may be 

sponsored, and (3) express opinions representative of the Negro popula-

tion on changes in the communities resulting from the closing of the 

Negro high schools and opinions on what desegregation has meant to 

Negroeso 7 

The assumption was made in preparing the schedule that persons 

with the qualifications stated above could and would provide the' 

desired information concerning the services and activities made avail-

able through and/or with the cooperation of the former Negro high 

school in the areas of adult education, recreational activities, civic 

activities, health services and activities, cultural activities and the 

informal. influences of professional education leader·s. The responses 

of such persons on these matters were requested, expressed, and 

recorded. 

Since responses were desired concerning aspects of each of the six 

areas of school-related programs, the interview schedule included six 

parts corresponding to the first six areas of the study. These six 

parts of the schedule and the respective number of items in each were 

as follows: Part I, Adult Education Classes, fourteen items; Part II, 

Recreational Activities, ten items; Part II!, Civic Activities, 

7An exhibition of the interview scheduJ,e appears in Appendix D of 
the dissertation. 



thirteen i.tems; Part IV~ Health Services and Activities, thirteen 

items; Part V~ Cultural Activitiesj sixteen items; Part VI, Informal 

Influence of Professional Education leaders~ nine items. The schedule 

also provided for the interviewees to state additional items which 

seemed to them to be related to the respective parts of the instrument. 

To be noted is that the six parts of the interview schedule, 

together with their respective i terns, -:.orresponded generally to the six 

parts and the respective items of the first questionnaire constructed 

and submitted to professional and official personnel who were in posi

tions to be knowledgeable on the services and activities made available 

to adults of the communities through and/or with the cooperation of the 

Negro high schools one year prior to their closing. The schedule corre~ 

sponded generally to the parts and respective items of the second 

questionnaire constructed and submitted to persons of the population 

who were in a position to be knowledgeable on the services and actiV'i

Ues for adult.a of the commµnities since the closing of the Negro high 

Part VII of the interview schedule was desj_gned to ascertain the 

opinions of the interviewees as to school desegregation and the changes 

which resulted" Part VII consisted, first, of twelve questions for 

structured responses. In order for the interviewees to express to sotne 

degree the intensity of their opinions, provision was tnade for five 

possible responses; namely, (1) Strongly Agree, (2) Agree, (3) Disagree, 

(4) Strongly Disagree, and (5) No Comment. 

Part VII consisted, secondly, of three open=ended questions. The 

questions were: (1) In your opinion~ how did the closing of the Negro 

high school affect this community? (2) Now that the Negro high school 
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is closed, what other organizations and institutions could sponsor pro-
." I 

i \ 

grams and activities which it once sponsored for Negro adults in your 

community7 and (3) What do you think desegregation of public schools has 

meant to Negroes? The three questions were designed to secure, more in 

depth, the opinions of the respondents. The responses were requested, 

expressed, and recorded. 

The data gained through the three instruments described above were 

immeasurably augmented and substantiated by information gained through 

informal interviews with res:i.dents on programs of services and activi-

ties.in which they participated, and in which they presently partici-

pate. This information was gathered as a follow-up of the first and 

second questionnaires, and to validate the hypotheses formulated for 

the investigation. 

The data obtained through the three instruments described above 

were also augmented and substantiated by conferences and visits with 

key persons who gave pertinent information, historical in nature, but 

also of value in a g.rasp of the ciommu:ni'ties from the points c)f view of' 

education~ economics, polit~cs, and social life. The key p~irsons who 

granted conferences and who were visited included the following: City 

and county officials; professional, business~ and newspaper persons; 

social welfare workers; veteran residents; and members of the general 

public who had significant information to contribute to the study. 

Twenty-three such persons were interviewed for Red Bird and twenty-

eight for Chandler. 

To reflect the broad context of the communities 1 total l.ife and 

development, the information from the key persons may be categorized 

under the following headings: historical and geographical setting, 



population trends, economic bases of the communities, social contacts 

with other communities, transportation and highways, public facilities, 

recreational facilities, and community institutions. The data obtained 

in this way were such that would be yielded only by face-to-face rela-

tionships with the key persons. Hence, the reason for employing this 

8 technique in the study. 

Further information concerning the two communities of' Red Bird and 

Chandler was obtained from census reports, historical documents, news-

pape1·s, and other wr•itten sources. Therefore, the prime substance of 

the chapter of the thesis, ovnescriptions of the Two Communities," was 

made possi'ble 'by the conferences and visits with key persons and the 

information from the census, documents, papers, and related written 

sources. 9 

The Selection of the Communities Studied 

The two communities selected for the study were chosen on the 

bases of the foll.owing criteria: 

L Communities must be ,judged as being small communities. 

2. Communities must be ones in which the public high 

schools for Negroes wel"e closed as a result of' the 

process of the desegregation act. 

3. Communities must be similar with respect to the size 

of the Negro populations: of no fewer than three 

8 . . 
This procedure is described in Pauline V. Young, Scientific 

§,Q_cial Sur·veys and Research (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, 1966), 
pp. Il+B-160; 514=551. 

9Ibid. 
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hundred inhabitants; of no more than four hundred 

and fifty; and of a difference of no more than 

fifty between the two. 

4. Communities must be one of all Negro inhabitants, 

and the other of both races. 

The Oklahoma communities selected for the study were Red Bird and 

Chandler. On the basis of the 1960 census report, the communities of 

Red BirdlO and Chandler11 met the above criteria. First, each con-

· formed to the definition used in the study to delineate "small 

communities~ 11 ·the definition being as follows: The term small ---
commur1ity refers to those particular areas of population in the State 

of Oklahoma which have been identified as not sufficiently populated, 

or that are otherwise disqualified to meet the minimum requisites to 

maintain legally the separate public high schools for Negro inhabit-

ants. More specifically, the term refers to those communities that 

have experienced the loss of their public high schools due to racial 

desegregation. Secondly? both communities have lost their public 

12 high schools formerly established for Negro persons only. Thirdly, 

both commt.ini ties were similar with regard to the sizes of their Negro 

populations. Red Bird has a Negro population of three hundred and ten13 

lOUnited.·States Department of Commerce, Bureau of Cens~. .Census 
Popul.at~on: 12§.Q'.I Washington: United States Government Printing 
Office~ 1962. 

1 1 
-'-Ibido 

12Information regarding the closing of public high schools in 
these communities was obtained from the State Office of Education, 
Oklahoma City~ Oklahoma. 

13United States Census. 
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and Chandler of three hundred and nineteen; 14 a difference of only nine 

separates the two populations related to the criteria. Fourthly, Red 

Bird is an all Negro community; 15 whereas Chandler is made up largely 

of Negro and white people.16 

Sampling Procedures 

IJ:'he sampli.ng procedures used for selecting respondents for the 

i.nterview sc:hedule was simple random. This procedure was employed in 

order to eliminate bias in the selection of the respondents. 17 

Sizes of the samples for Red Bird and Chandler were computed on 

the basis of the number of Negro households in each community. A.s 

respondents were to be adults, it was assumed that there was at least 

one adult in each household. There are eighty-nine households18 in 

Red Bird and ninety-seiten19 in Chandler. The populations were esti-

mated on the basis of the number of households in each community. It 

was dec:i.ded that a sample of one-half of each population would be a 

reliable and representative cross-section of each community. This 

would yield a sample of approximately forty-five for Red Bird and 

approximately forty-eight for the Negro community of Chandler. 

The process of selecting the adult populations of the two 

14Ibid. 
1 c; 
-"Ibid. 

16I, "d D1 • 

·1 '7 
~-Young 9 pp. 330-331. 

18ur.:.ited States Census. 

19Ibid. 
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communities consisted of securing the names of adults in the eighty-

nine hou5.eholds inRediBird and the ninety-seven Negro households in 

Chandler. To secure such information required consulting a variety of 

sources. The following sources supplied the lists of adult names for 

the populations: electric companies, gas companies, telephone direc-

tories, water companies, tax assessors' offices, city clerks' offices, 

newspapers, chambers of commerce, automobile tag agencies, busines~ 

establishments, church records, and individuals who live in the 

communities. 

When the lists of names were compiled, duplications were eliminated 

and the names were listed randomly (not alphabetically listed), each 

respondent selected for the sample was made in accordance with the 

listing of random numbers. 20 The Rand Tables of Random Numbers were 

employed in the process of selecting respondents. 

General Procedure and Treatment of Data 

The first questionnaire, concerned with community school-related 

services and activities was mailed to thirteen persons who are or were 

related to the.Red Bird community and in position to be knowledgeable 

on the subject of the questionnaire. Ten persons responded by com-

pleting and returning the questionnaire. The responses of the ten 

respondents were presented in tabulated form in the tables and/or 

reports in Chapter V. 

Data gained from interviews on programs of services and activities 

"'.:lQ 
c. The Rand Corporation, '' A Million Random Digits, " Hubert M. 

Blalock, Social Statistics (New York, 1960), pp. 430-440. 
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in which interviewees participated one year prior to the closing of the 

high school were also reported in tabulated form in tables and/or 

reports in Chapter V. 

The second questionnaire, concerned with community services and 

activities presently available for adults of the Red Bird community 

was mailed to fifteen persons in/or related to the community and in 

position to be knowledgeable on the subject of the questionnaire. 

Thirteen persons responded by completing and returning the question

naire. The responses of the thirteen respondents were presented in 

tabulated form in the tables and/or reports of Chapter V. 

Data gained from interviews on programs of services and activities 

in which interviewees are presently_1:1,ble to participate were reported 

in tabulated form in tables and/or reports in Chapter V. 

The interview schedule, also described above, on felt needs of 

adults for services and activities comparable to the former high school's 

progrwn for adults, and on adult opinions on desegregation and the 

consequential changes was used to interview one adult member of forty

five of the eighty-nine families of the Red Bird community. The 

responses of the forty-five interviewees were presented in tabulated 

form in Chapter V. 

To facilitate study, comparisons and contrasts, the total number 

of responses to each item was expressed in per cent. The writer felt 

that the use of per cent to compare the responses would provide the 

clearest insight into the factors studied. 

These three instruments, Questionnaire One 3 on community services 

and activities for adults one year prior to the closing of the high 

school~ and Questionnaire Two, on community services and activities 



which are presently available; and the interview schedule, on felt 

needs and opinions, were used among the respective counterparts of the 

Chandler Negro community, as was done in Red Bird. 

Questionnaire One, on community services and activities for adults 

one year prior to the closing of the high school,reached fourteen per-

sons of the Chandler community. Thirteen persons responded by complet-

ing and returning the questionnaire. Questionnaire Two, on community 

services and activities presently available in the community,reached 
) 

nineteen persons. Thirteen persons responded by completing and return-

ing the questionnaire. The responses of the Chandler respondents to 

the items of the questionnaires were presented in tabulated form in 

Chapter V. The respective number of responses to the items of both 

questionnaires were computed and expressed in the identical manner as 

was done for the responses to the :l.tems of the questionnaires used for 

the Red Bird communityo 

The interview schedule was used to interview one adult member of 

forty-eight of the ninety-seven families of Chandler. The responses of 

the interviewees were presented in tabulated form in the tables and/or 

reports of Chapter V. The totals of the respecti.ve number of responses 

to the questions were computed; expressed, and treated in the identical 

manne:r as was done for the responses to the interview questions in the 

Red Bird c9mmunity. 

Summary of Techniques Used in the Study 

TM hypotheses of the study were: (1) the closing of high schools 

in small communities has hrought about educational and social 

changes in commooi ty life -- changes which are perceived by residents, 

specifically, in the areas of adult education classes, recreational 
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activities, civic activities, health services and activities, cultural 

activities, and informal influence of professional education leaders; 

and (2) these perceived changes will be affected by Ca) the extent of 

the former high school community centered activities and services, (b) 

existing programs which substitute for former school-related programs, and 

(c) the increase in distance to be traveled in order to participate in 

similar activities and obtain similar services. 

The hypotheses were based upon the underlying assumptions: (1) 

when a public high school closes in a small community, changes occur in 

community life; (2) these changes can be, to some degree, perceived by 

residents of the community; and (3) the impact of these changes, as 

perceived by members of a community can be identified, measured, and 

used in the development of community action programs. 

Three research instruments were developed for the study: A ques

tionnaire on programs of services and activities available to Negro 

adults of the communities one year prior to the closing of the high 

schools; a questionnaire on programs of services and activities pres

ently available in the communities for Negro adults; and an interview 

schedule on Negro adult felt needs for services and activities compa

rable to those offered prior to the closing high schools and conse

quential changes. Also, interviews were conducted to follow-up 

responses to the two questionnaires of the study. 

Criteria for the selection of the two communities were as follows: 

Communities small in population; communities in which the Negro high 

schools were closed because of desegregation; communities similar with 

respect to the size of the Negro population; and dissimilar in that one 

community was all Negro and the other made up of several ethnic groups. 
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Sampling procedures for the interview were simple random. Sizes 

of the samples were computed on the basis of one-half of the number of 

households in each community. Out of the eighty-nine households in 

Red Bird 1 forty-five sample households were selected and one adult out 

of each household was chosen. Out of the ninety-seven households of 

Chandler, forty-eight Negro households were selected, and one adult out 

of each of the forty-eight households was chosen. 

The general procedure and treatment of data comprised: '. (1) the 

administration of the three instruments of the study and informal 

interviews; (2) the compilation and recording of the responses received; 

and (3) the computation and tabulation of the data yielded through the 

several inquiries. 



CHAPTER IV 

DESCRIPTIONS OF THE COMMUNITIES 

The present chapter of the thesis was designed to present brief 

descript:i.ons of Red Bird, located in Wagoner County, Oklahoma, and 

Chandler 9 located in Lincoln County, Oklahoma. 

1 Red Bird, Oklahoma 

Historical and geographical setting. Red Bird is one of five all 

Negro towns in the State of Oklahoma. It is situated between the Chaska 

Bottom and Po:der in the southwestern part of Wagoner County. The near-

'by towns are Porter, Coweta, Tullahassee, Muskogee and Wagoner, the 

CJ()Unty seat o:f Wagoner County. 2 

Red Bird crune into existence in 1899 and was charhred as a town 

in l.9083. Founded by the Renrend E. L. Bll.rber, who became :ita fir~t 

mi,lyor~ the town covers about four-hundred and eighty acre~ of' land. 

l . . . 
· 'Inforrni,tion for the descn;,:iption of the Red Bird community was ob-

tai:ned largely th:rough interviews with the mayor of the town, the city 
clerk~ the president andthe secretary of the Pioneer and Historical 
Club, the Wagoner County A.gent, the president and the secretary of' the 
Board of Education (for the elementary school), and other citizens who 
had pertinent information to offer about the town. Information ob
tai.ned otherwise is indicated in the footnot;es. 

20fficial State Highway Map of Oklahoma~ 1966. 

3A map of Red Bird is exhibited in Appendix E of the thesis. 

46 
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The ci t;y· limits extend from highway 51-B to the Arkansas River Basin. 

The town is split in two parts by Main Street. The street is dotted 

with the few small business establishments of the town. 

According to several interviewees, the earliest. settlers of Red 

Bird came from various southern states including Arkansas, Tennessee'! 

Texas~ Mississippi 9 and Louisiana. However~ some of the early inhabit-

ants were Oklahomans. 4 

The earliest industries of the town included a cement block 

factory~ a lumber yard, a grain elevator, two cotton gins, a grist mill, 

a soda water plant'J and a telephone exchange. However, most of the 

early inhabitants made their living by farming. The chief agricultural 

products were cotton, hay, corn, alfalfa, and spinach.5 

PoE_u.Lation Trends. In 1940, the population of Red Bird community 

was 393. From 19L~o to 1950 9 the population was increa$ed to 41.l'J an 

add:i tion of 18 :l.nhab:t tan ts or 4.6 per cent. However, from 1950 to 

19609 the population of the town decreased by a total of 101 persons or 

;?1+.6 per" cenL The United States CensuG of 1960 reported that the 

population of the commw.1.ity in that year was 310. 6 

'rhe 1960 census also reported that there were 89 households in 

Red Bird. In 1.960, there were 81 males 14 years old and over, 20 of 

whom were single~ 51 were married, and 10 were widowed and/or divorced. 

According to census data in 1960, there were 107 females 14 years old 

or over~ 29 of whom were single, 54 were married and 24 were widowed 

4rnterview with the President of the Pioneer and Historical Club 
and with the town clerk. 

r::; 
.,,Ibido 
r· 
0 United States Census. 



and/or divorced. The 1960 census also listed 122 persons under 14 

years of age in the Red Bird community. 7 

48 

Several reasons were offered by those interviewed for the decline 

in population of the town. The most prominent of these reasons were: 

1. There were no industries in the area, necessitating 

the finding of jobs in other places. 

2. There had been a decline in farming and :fa.rm people 

were becoming a smaller and smaller part of the total 

population of the town. 

3. Industrial occupations and other off-the-farm employ-

ment for salary, wages, or economic profits attracted 

citizens from Red Bird to other comrnunities. 8 

Economic base of the community. The citizens of Red Bird derive 

most of their income from agriculture, the principal crops being cotton, 

soybeans, corn, alfalfa., other row crops and some beef cattle production. 

Other sources of income include pensions, social security, and social 

welfare. Presently, the total labor force of the town is approximately 

seventy-five, about fifty of whom are gainfully employed, and about 

twenty-five who are not gainfully employed. For the most part, those 

who are gainfully employed commute to other towns and cities in the 

State to their jobs. Work centers include Tulsa, Broken Arrow, Coweta, 

Porter, Muskogee, and farms and industries located near Red Bird in 

Chaska Bottom.9 

7Ibid. 

8rnterview with the Wagoner County Agricultural Agent and resi
dents of the town. 
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About ninety per cent of the residences have vegetable gardens 

where lettuce, cabbage~ squash~ potatoes, tomatoes, peppers, carrots~ 

10 and other root crops are grown for family consumptiono 

As the town consists of only two modest grocery stores to supply 

the needs of its residents, they do much of their shopping outside the 

towno Interviewees indicated that the trade centers to which the resi-

dents most frequently go for certain necessities are Muskogee, Wagoner, 

11 Tulsa~ Porter, Broken Arrow~ and Coweta" 

Social contacts with other communities. From the standpoint of 

social contacts with other comm~mities~ it may be assumed that the 

community of Red Bird is typical of any other Oklahoma community of its 

size. While all Negro, the community is not socially isolated from 

other communities. There is much social interaction among people of 

the community through church visitation, trading, commuting of high 

school students to other towns for educational purposes, and visiting 

of members from other races (both adults and adolescents)o Thus, the 

d . '",, 1 t • th . ,. 1· i. 12 :resi e:n.t:s tn1':u<\.e regu a:r contao .,s w1 ot.1er commurr ·,.:ies,, Neither i.s 

the town phys:lcally isolated, as was previously mentioned • 

.'.E!ansportation and highwa;y_§.. The community of Red Bird is ser'ITed 

by two blacktop roads, one mile in length, which lead into the town. 

The two roads intersect Highway 51-B from the south to the west. The 

community is likewise served by the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad. 

which provides freight services. In addition, several truck lines 

lOibid. 

11 Interview with Red Bird residents. 
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which originate in Muskogee, Tulsa, and Okmulgee, serve the area. Also, 

no trains or other public vehicles which pick up and discharge passen-

gers serve the community. The only passenger conveyance in and out of 

the t?wn is pri!ate. By private automobile, Coweta, Porter, Broken 

Arrow, Muskogee, and Okmulgee can be reached within thirty minutes. 

Likewise, Tulsa can be reached within an hour. The intersection of 

Highway 51 ... B, from the south to the west skirting the city limits, 

facilitates travei.13 

Public h.c:tli ties.14 The town o:f' Red Bird has sev·e:.ral pu'blic f'a .. 

cilities which provide some of the needs of its citizens. They include 

the following: 

l. A city water supply. Since the water supply is owned 

and operated by the town of Red Bird, the water util.i ... 

ties come under the adm:inietration of' the local city 

government. 

2. Southwestern Bell Tel.phone service. Approximately 

sixty~five per cent of the residents of the community 

h~ve telephone service. 

3* Eleot~io service. 

4. ~ut~ne !~i ~ervio~. 

;. City H1ill. The City H~ll ii; ii !!iirll!jj.ll b:riok 11 ene .... itt:a•;y' 

buildini. Meetifl!i or the town'~ eouneil ~nd @th,~ 

oity meetings are held in thio f~oility. 

Reoent planning by the Tow.n Boru:id ha~ ~ttempted to provide better 

1'Interview with the Mayor of the town of R~d Bird. 

14Ib:Ld. 

. 



facilities for its residents, according to the Lowrie and Relph Engi-
' 

neering Company of Oklahoma City. 15 In a recent report, the company 

makes the following statement: 

In an effort to provide residents with better service~ 
Red Bird's Town Board successfully promoted and has just 
completed a water system which has been enthusiastically 
subscribed to by residences, churches, and businesses of 
the community. 

This water system cost the town $80~000.00 and was paid 
for by a loan from the Housing and Loan Finance Agency 
the system has been well recei'lred and appears to have 
every chance for successful operation. This type of 
planning and effort on the part of the Town Board to 
provide essential services and utilities for its ci.tizens 
has placed the town of Red Bird in a position ••• to at 
least maintain its present popula t:ion by attracting 
retired and semi-retired people to take up residence ••• 

In a further effort to provide needed public service, 
greater comfort and safety for school children and other 
members of the community, the Town Board, through its 
president, contacted the Oklahoma Natural Gas Company 
requesting service for the town. In answer, the Town 
Board was informed that Oklahoma fatura.l Gas Company 
could not economically sell Red Bird wholesale gas 
through a border station for distribution through a 
municipally owned and operated system. In orde:r. to takli1 
advantage of this o:f'fe:r. and to proceed with acquisi tio:n 
of the necessary tran>"Jmission and dil\'ltri'butiori. systems 9 

the Town Board created a Red Bird Gas Au·bho:r:•i ty which 
h,11s th1::l powe:t' to issue firr~rt;; mo:rtgt:i.g® rev(1mue bondi:l 
against the proposed ga.s systems e.nd use the px•oceeds 
from the sale of such b(.mds to pay for the construction 
of the systems ••• the voters of Red Bird favored 
lea.sing the proposed systems to the Authority for oper
&tion and further giving the Autho:r:··.it:y power to use t.hr:"i 
net revenue derived f':rom operatior1 of' the i'Ily~1tems to 
retire the bonds. 

that at that time the town was without rJ.a:tu:ra.l gas, and was still 

l5Lowrie Relph Engineering Company, ~peliminar,1: .Engineering 
Repgrt for :R,ed Bird Gas System, Oklahoma. City~ Oklahoma (June, 1966), 
pp .. 3-4. 
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utilizing butane gas. 

Recreational facilities. The town has very few recreational facil-

ities for adults and young people. With the exception of a baseball 

diamond for the two ball teams~ made up of Red Bird boys and young men~ 

the community has no recreational facilities. 16 However, the community 

is in relatively close proximity to recreational facilities of neighbor-

ing towns, namely Muskogee, Okmulgee~ Wagon.er, Tulsa, Porter, Coweta, 

Broken Arrow'! and Tullahassee.17 Also, the community is near Taylor 

Ferry Resort Area, which is located on United States Highway 69; and 

Sequoyah State Park, one of the StateQs newest and most modern recrea-

tional area. Dotted with trees, the 19,500 acres of the park 0 s facili

ties include 104 rooms, a swimming pool, boat docks, rental boats, and 

18 camp and picnic areas. While Negroes were once barred from these 

facilities, they are now free to utilize themo According to the inter

viewee, Negroes of Red Bird sometimes use these facilities. 19 

Social institutions. 20 Several types of social institutions pro-

vide some of the services and a.cM.viti.es for t:he community t~f' Red Bird. 

The fol.lowing are such :in.st;i tut:ions: 

1. Civic organizations. 

a. American Legion Post Number 21+9. Acco!•ding t,o a 

report from the city <Jle:rk, this orgarlii,at:l.o:rl 

16Interview with the ci'ty clei~k and other :r.esiden.ts. 

17 Ibi.d. 

18Ruth Kent, et ~1., A Ch.1.icl~ 1£ 1rh~ ~0~1er ~ (Norman~ Oklruwmei., 
1957), p. 398. 

l9Interview with the mayor of Red Bi.rd. 

20Interview with the city clerk and other residents. 



frequently sends a representative to Boys' State, 

and presents a certificate of award to the most 

outstanding high school student of the town. 

b. An American Legion Auxiliary which is composed 

of the wives, mothers, sisters, and daughters of 

war veterans of the town. The Auxiliary exerts 

considerable influence in the town, particularly 

in the area of civic activities. 

c. A Masonic Lodge which is the only fraternal or

ganization in the community. Lodge members (who 

were interviewed) appeared to have a deep sense 

of loyalty to the organization. 

d. A Home Demonstration Club which provides some 

experiences in homemaking for adult women of the 

town. The women of the community seemed to take 

a considerable amount of pride in maintaining 

membership in the club. 

e. Parent Tea(.:he:rsv Ai:woc:!ation which is designed to 

help parents and teacihers of the elementary s1~hool 

provide better educat.i.onal p:r.ograms. 

f. Pioneer and Historical Club. This club has for its 

major purposes the collection and preser·ll'a·tion of 

significant historical data about the town. Data 

include pictures, old newspaper clippings, and 

other items of information which will help preserve 

the history of Red Bird. 

2. Religious institutions. According to reports from the 
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interviewees on this aspect of the community, religion 

plays a significant role in the lives of the residents 

of Red Bird, both young and old. The churches of the 

town serve as one of the instruments of social control. 

Also, there is very little, if any~ conflict between 

the three denominations represented in the town. The 

total number of church memberships was not available, 

however there are four churches in the area. They are 

as follows: 

a. Two Baptist churches. 

b. One Methodist church. 

c. One Church of God in Christ. 

3. Businesses. As was previously mentioned, there are very 

few business establishments in Red Bird. They a.re as 

follows~ 

a. Two grocery stores. 

b • One t.ave:t'n. 

c" One r~crea.tion 01° pc,,:il hall. 

L~. The:r·e are two political p1:1.rtiet:i (Republican and 

Democrat) represented in Red Bi:r·d. The total rn:unber 

of regist@:r.ed Republ:icM~ and D~m100:r·ats WllS not avail

able to the writer.. 

5. 'J'.lhe City Government. The city government of Red Bird 

consists of the mayor-council type. All officials are 

Negroes~ elected by the resi.dents of the town every two 

years. The officers a.re as f'ollowsi three councilmen, 

a city clerk, and a city treasurer. The three elected 
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councilmen elect a chairman of the Council who is given 

the title of mayor. 

6. Newspapers and Periodicals. Red Bird has no newspapers 

nor periodicals. The residents subscribe to the Wagoner 

Democrat and the Wagoner Tribune (both bi-weeklies); the 

Muskogeean Phoenix and the~~ (both dailies); 

and the Oklahoma Eagle (a weekly). Some of the period-

icals subscribed to are: Ebony, Look,~, l2i, Readers' 

Digest,~, and Newsweek. 

?. Health. There are no hospital or medical facilities 'in 

the town. Persons who need hospitalization, dentist or 

physicians' care must commute to Tulsa, Muskogee, 

Okmulgee, Wagoner, or other towns or cities in which 

such services may be obtained. 

8. Public housing. There are no public housing acoommoda-

tions such as hotels, motels, lodging houses, etc. The 

neares·t hotels and motels to the area are in Muskogee 

and Wagoner, both about fifteen miles away. 

9. Education. Although the high school has closed, educa~ 

tion continues to play a significant :role in Red Bi~d 

oommun.i ty. The fol.lowing is a b:rie.f' discussion of the 

educational aspects of the area. 

In the year of 1912, the elementary school was 

:21 organized in the community. The school is still in 
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21Interviews with the president and the secretary of the Board of 
Education~ and with the president and the secretary of the Pioneer and 
Historical Club. 



existence a.nd has approximately sixty-nine students. 

Responsibility for operating the school system resides 

in the ha.nds of the Board of Education whose members are 

· 22 elected by the residents of the town. The high school 

came into existence in 1921,23 and in keeping with the 

24 processes of desegregation, was closed in May of 1959. 

Students on the high school level receive their training 

in Coweta and Porter. 25 Coweta, a town in Wagoner 

26 County, has a population of about 1,858, and is approx-

imately seven miles northwest of Red Bird. Porter, also 

a town in Wagoner County, has a population of about 

697, 27 and is approximately five miles east of Red Bird. 

The high school students from Red Bird commute to both 

. . 28 
high schools by bus. 

Other educational opportunities available in the 

community of Red Bi:i;-d includeex:tension workshops which 

offer courses in family living, general practical health 

22Ibid. 

~3Ibid. 

~4,Ibid. 

25Ibid. 
~6 United States Census, 1960 

27Ibid. 

28Interview with the Red Bird city clerk. 
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problems, conservation practices, livestock, agronomy, 
' 

and gardening. These activities are offered periodi-

cally in workshops and conferences under the sponsor

ship of the Wagoner County Agricultural Agent. 29 

Likewise, periodic workshops and conference in various 

aspects of homemaking are offered by the Wagoner 

County Home Demonstration Agent.30 

The town seems to be in favorable proximity to 

institutions of higher learning in the State. About 

thirty-five miles north of Red Bird are the University 

of Tulsa and the recently established Oral Roberts 

University, Fifty miles east of the town is Northwestern 

College at Tallequah, and approximately twenty-five miles 

southwest of the community is Okmulgee Technological 

Institute, a branch of the Oklahoma State University at 

Stillwater, Oklahoma. Also, approximately sixteen miles 

from Red Bird is Bacone College (Indian) in Muskogee. 

Further, the Oklahoma Military Academy at Claremore is 

approximately forty miles from the town.31 

29Interview with Wagoner County Agent. 

30ibid. 

31Interviews with Wagoner County Agent and the Red Bird city. 
clerk. 

57 



32 Ch~dler, Oklahoma 

Historical and geographi.cal setting. Chandler, Oklahoma, the 

county seat of Lincoln County, was founded in September, 1891. The 

58 

town was named for George Chandler of Kansas, the first Assistant 

Secretary of the Interior under President Benjamin Harrison.33 Located 

in the center of a rich oil-producing area,34 the community is in close 

proximity to the two largest cities of the State of Oklahoma, Oklahoma 

City and Tulsa.35 The largest city in Lincoln County, the community 

has developed from a "busy frontier town of frame houses and buildings 11 36 

to the only urban center of the county.37 

In 1887, when Chandler was about six years old, a dreadful cyclone 

struck the town and every building was destroyed with the exception of 

32Much of the information for the description of Chandler was ob
tained through interviews with the mayor of the town, the director of 
the Historical Society, the secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, the 
school superintendent, the director of Logan County Welfare Agency, the 
director of the secretary of the Lincoln County Office of Economic Op
portunity, and several other citizens who had significant information 
about the town. Information obtained otherwise is indicated in the 
footnotes. 

330klahoma Employment Security Commission, Economic~ Report: 
Lincoln County (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 1966), p. 4. 

34oklahoma Gas and Electric Company, 11 A Factual Analysis and 
Report on Industrial and Commercial Location Advantages in Chandler, 
Oklahoma" ( Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 1965) , p. 3. 

35oklahoma Official State Highway Map, 1966. 

360klahoma Employment Security Commission, Economic~ Report, 
p. 4. 

3? An exhibit of a map of Chandler appears in Appendix F of this 
thesis. Use of the term "urban" here is based upon the 1960 U. s. 
C'eneus definition of the term. It olasa:t.f'ies as urban those places o:f' 
2,500 inhabitants and over. 
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the Presbyterian church. Sixteen persons were reported to have been 

killed and twenty-six injured, The citizens took shelter in the 

Presbyterian church which was used as a hospital for the injured. When 

they- emerged from the church'! they discovered that the whole town had 

been razed by the storm. Among the injured was the town's only doctor, 

who administered to the other injured until assistance arrived from 

Guthrie 9 Oklahoma. Immediately .following the storm'I Chandler, 11 a town 

that refused to die'', began to rebuild, and was, therefore, publicized 

as a progressive city.38 

The earliest industries of Chandler included cotton, which was the 

principal crop, and oil, which still plays a significant part in the 

economy of the whole of Lincoln County.39 

!_)oE.}Q~!Jon trends. In the past twenty years, Chandler, like many 

other small communities, has experience,d a decrease in population. The 

1960 Un:ited States CensuEl shows that in. 1940~ the population of the 

town was :2;;38. Also, in 1950, the populatfon was 2,724, a. change of 

0.5 per cent" Further,1 in 1960~ the populat:1.on was 2~52L1-~ a change of 

?o3 per cent" Of' the p:reserd; 2,5?4 i.nhab:ltants of: Chandler, 319 are 

N<l!g:rc,es, 2~199 a.:r.e white and only 6 t:u•e of other ethnic orgin. The 

total n:umber of households in the town in 1.960 was 927 and 97 of these 

i+o 
houi:rnhol.d~ w~re Nliig:r·oe~. 

nantly an 11.1.gricultural community~ :i.t i,s known ·today as one of the 

·380klahoma Employment Secu:ri t;y CommisE:1ion~ §9o.~ 12.!§!! ~!.'!, 
pp. 4·~5. 

39 Ibid., p. 8. 
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largest pecan shipping points in the nation. It was given the title 

II The Pecan Capital of the World II by the Oklahoma State Legislature, 

41 
according to a public relations publication of the town. Chandler is 

also well-known for its honey packing plant which produces and distrib

utes honey to grocery markets throughout the State of Oklahoma. 42 

There are several other industries which provide sources of income for 

Chandler residents. They are as follows: A motor re-building factory, 

feed mill, ready mix concrete plant') peanut press') monument company, 

bakery') printing press, meat processing plant') and a fertilizer mixing 

plant. 43 In addition to the industries listed above, the town has a 

new knit goods plant which was established in 1965. 44 

Another major source of income for the people of Chandler, as well 

as for the residents of other towns of Lincoln County, consists of 

wages earned by persons who commute to work outside the town. Among 

the cities and towns to which residents commute for employment are 

Tulsa') Oklahoma City, Stillwater, and Shawnee. 45 

Data gained from interviews revealed that many of the town's 

residents plant vegetable gardens where corn, potatoes, tomatoes~ 

4~ 'Welcome to Chandler 1 Oklahoma, The Pecan Capital of the World 11 

(A souvenir program issued by the City of Chandler). 

42Ibid., p. L 

430klahoma Gas and Electric Company, n A Factual Analysis and 
Report, 11 Po 3~ 

44 
Oklahoma Employment Security Commission, Economic Base Report, 

p. 46. 

45Ibid., p. 35. 



61 

lettuce, onions, carrots, cucumbers, peppers, cabbage, and squash are 

46 grown for sale and for family consumption. 

Data obtained from interviews also revealed that other sources of 

income for Chandler residents include the following: social security, 

pensions, and social welfare. 47 

Social contacts with other communities. As there are four courts 

in Chandler, Judicial District Court 23, the County Court, the Police 

48 Court, and two Justice of the Peace Courts, government activities 

form a significant social function in the town. Also, since it is nee-

essary for people of the surrounding areas to frequent the court house 

to pay taxes, register property deeds, secure marriage licenses, dis-

cuss local road building programs, and to conduct business of various 

types, the town is far from being socially isolated. These persons 

who come into the town for such business and other purposes are mainly 

from surrounding towns within Lincoln County. 49 Centrally located in 

the State of Oklahoma and easily accessible through highways, rail-

roads, a.11d air tra"V"el~ neither is the town physically isolated from 

other communities. 

Transportationan\i highways. Chandler is served by three major 

highways: Interstate Highway 44, United States Highway 66, and State 

46! . nterviews With residents. 

47rnterview with Lincoln County Director of Social Welfare and 
other residents of the town. 

48 
Oklahoma Gas and Electric Company, '°A Factual Analysis and 

Report, 11 p. 2. 

49rnterviews with the city mayor and several other residents. 



Highway 18.50 The town is also served by the St. Louis-San Francisco 

Railway Company with a truck line service which provides direct service 

to Texas~ Arkansas, Missouri, Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama with 

connections at all points. Also, four passeng(1r trains ser·•.re the town 

daily, two east and two west. 51 Further transport~tion services pro-

vided for Chandler are through the Greyhound Bus Lines, Magic Empire 

Express Company, and Mistletoe Express Company which have connections 

to all points in the State. Other bus and motor freight services for 

Chandler are by Frisco Transportation Company, Lee Way Motor Freight, 

Inc.~ and Santa Fe Trail Transportation Company which maintain direct 

connections to Nebraska, Missourij Arkansas and Kansas. 52 The town has 

no commercial airline service of its own. However, it has easy access 

to the Central Airlines which serve Stillwater, Oklahoma, located only 

38 miles away. The ser·vice makes connections to major airlines. 

Further, five major airlines are available to the people of Chandler at 

Oklahoma City which is only 49 miles away. The airlines are American, 

Braniff, Central 1 Continental, and Trans World •. 53 

Public facilities. Public :f"aoili ties of the t,owx1 of Chandler are 

too numerous to discuss in the space provided :i.n this work. Only a few 

will be listed. However, several of the public facilities will be 

listed and discussed under the topic II social institutions voo The public 

500klahoma Gas and Electric Company, 00 A Factual Analysis and 
Report 1 ov Po 3. 

51I'bid. 

520klahoma Gas and Electric~ 00 .A. Factual Analysis and Report~ 19 



facilities of Chandler include postal services, a city police depart-

ment, a fire department, a street department, a sewer and garbage dis

posal~ gas and water services, and health and medical facilities.54 

Recreational facilities. Recreational facilities of Chandler in-

elude several parks and camps. Tilghman Park, consisting of 112 acres, 

is situated west of the town and provides football and baseball areas, 

a rodeo field~ playground equipment, tennis courts and a 9-i.nch hole 

sand green golf course. The park facilities are open to all ethnic 

groups. Also, North Park~ consisting of 10 acres, is situated in town 

and provides a swimming pool, two lighted baseball fields and playground 

equipment. For fishing facilities, the people of Chandler are in close 

proximity to several lakes including the Chandler Lake. The other 

lakes are Lake Carl Blackwell at St:i.llwater, Lake Heyburn, Deep Fork 

River, and Shawnee Lake. 55 Further, Chandler has a large baseball 

training camp program for boys from eight to eighteen. The boys are 

coached ·by a ten-man staff. Now in its eighth year, the camp holds 

fou:r· sessions each summe:r:", and has en.:c•olled boys from thirty-seven 

sh.te·s. 56 The capacit::y of' the camp is n:ine,t:y boys per summer. In t:hEi1 
C;'r''.11 

summei• of 1962, the camp trained 382 boys. 71 It1 June of 196~·, Unive:r.-

sal films of Hollywood~ C!uiforn:ta recognized the irnport.imce and i.nter-

est; of the boys' baseball camp and sent a group of technical pe:rsonnel 

54Ibid. 

55Ibido ~ p. 4. 

·56Ibid. 

57county Planning and Resource Development Council~ p. 34. 
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from Hollywood to Chandler, where~ during two weeks this company made 

and produced a color and sound film on the Chandler Baseball Camp. 

The film was entitled~ 11 Peewee Leaguers. 01 The world premiere of the 

film was showri on April 1, 1965.58 Other recreational facilities made 

available to the people of Chandler include the Lincoln County Mu.seurn, 59 

the Lincoln County Library~ a movie thE.:ater and Ind.iEill Springs~ a rest 

area and roadside pa:ck for tourists. 

§2.::iial instit:u.t.:l~. Many o:f' the physical, social, economic, 

intellectual~ and spiritual needs of the .residents of Chandler are 

provided through the sffveral social institutions of the city. They 

include the fol.lowingi 

1. Ci vie organizations. According to data obtained on this 

aspect of Chandler~ the:re are thi:t·;ty active civic and 

:i:':r·at.e.rnal orga.n:i.zat::i.c..ms :in. the town which offer oppc.xr:•--

turd ties :t'or ci tfaens to u:ridet•,stand and to develop 

60 loyalty to the community 9 State and Na.Hon. 

2. Religious :ltnstitut.io:ru::o U was indicated by intervieweei;; 

that religion plays a ,significant role in the lhres o:f 

the town° s residents. There ar("I elev·en denominations 

with a membership of' approximately two thousand~ and about 

eighteen churches in the community. 61 The denominations 

and churches are as follows~ 

58±he Daily Oklahoman~ Aprill~ 1965~ P~ 13. 

59Lincoln County Historical Society~ 09 Howdy vu. 

60oklahoma Gas and Electric Company 9 19 A Factual Analysis and 
Report, 09 Po 2., 

61Ministerial Alliance~ 00 Directory to Chandler Churches" 11 
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a. Three Methodist churches. 

b. One Assembly of God. 

c. Three Baptist churches. 

d. One Bible Mi.ssionary church. 

e. One Catholic church. 

f. One Christian church. 

g. One Church of Jesus Ch:!'ist. 

h. One Friends church. 

i. One Nazarene church. 

j. One Presbyterian church. 

k. One Sev·enth Day Adventist church. 

1. One House of Prayer. 

3. Businesses. Businesses of Chandler include the following: 

four general merchandise stores, three lumber and building 

materials stores~ three hardware and farm equipment stores') 

ten food stores~ six automobile dealers, eleven gasoline 

stations'l three apparel accessory stores~ six furnit;ure 

stores, thirteen eating and drinking places~ two drug and 

. t t d 1 tl:: t ·1 t 62 proprie ory s ores, an e .. even o . ier re a.i s ores. 

4. The city government. The form of city government in 

Chandler is the council-mayor type. This form of govern= 

ment was inaugurated July 2~ 1925, thirty=eight years 

after the founding of the town. 63 

65 

62county Program Planning and Resource Development Council~ Po 65. 

630klahoma Gas and Electric Company, ''Factual Analysis and Report~vv 



5. Newspapers and Periodicals. The town has one newspaper, 

The Lincoln Countl News, which serves all of Lincoln 

County. At the time of this investigation, the paper 

had a circulation of 3,057 subscribers. 64 Several other 

newspapers from various cities and towns are also read 

by the Chandler residents. The town produces no period-

icals of its own, but the residents read a large variety 

of periodicals from other publishers. 65 

6. Welfare and Health. At the time of this investigation, 

relatively few Negroes in Chandler were receiving old 

age assistance, according to the Lincoln County Director 

of Public Welfare. 66 Only ninety Negroes in the entire 

county were receiving these benefits. Among the ninety 

who were receiving the benefits were the Negroes of 

Chandler. Also, only a few were receiving aid for 

dependent children. There were fifty-sev-en Negro 

families receiv-ing this benefit in the entire county, 

and the Negro families of Chandler were included in the 

fifty-seven. Only two Negroes in Lincoln County were 

receiving aid to the blind. 'Phere were twenty-eight 

Negroes receiving aid to the disabled in Lincoln 

County. Those Negroes in Chandler who were receiving 

this aid were among this number. 67 The exact number of 

64Ibid. 

65rnterviews with residents. 

66rnterview with the Lincoln County Director of Public Welfare. 

67Ibid. 

66 



Negro persons of Chandler receiving welfare was not 

available to the writer. 

The town has several hospitals, clinics, nursing 

68 homes, and doctors. They are: 

The Mileham Hospital 14 beds 

Medical Clinic No overnight patients 

Paul J. Smith, D. O. Overnight patients 

c. W. Robertson, M. D. No overnight patients 

Jenkins-Seeling Clinic No overnight patients 

Two nursing homes 100 beds. 

In Chandler, there are four licensed medical 

doctors and surgeons,,one osteopath, one optometrist, 

and three dentists.69 

7 ., Public Housing. There are several types of public 

housing in Chandler. The town has two hotels, three 

motels, and several available meeting and banquet 

rooms at the American Legion Hut 9 the Methodist Church, 

the First National Bank, and the Christian Church.70 

8. The School System. The school system of Chandler in~ 

eludes three public grade schools, one juuior high 

school, and one public high school. The approximate 

enrollment during the year of 1965 was 780 students. 

68 . 
Oklahoma Gas and Electric Company., 11 A Fae t ual Analysis and 

Report,'' p. 2. 

69Ibid. 

?Oibid. 

·,;'. . 
. ~-' i· 
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There are 32 teachers in the four schools.71 The town 

is in favorable proximity to institutions of higher 

learning in the state. The following are listed as 

being near the town: Eastern Oklahoma Agricultural 

and Mechanical College, Wilburton; Connors State 

Agricultural College, Warner; Bacone College ( Indian\ 

Muskogee; Agricultural and Mechanical College Exten-

sion Division, Okmulgee; Tulsa University~ Oral Roberts 

University and Benedictine Heights College~ Tulsa; 

Oklahoma Military Academy, Claremore; Oklahoma. State 

University, Stillwater; Central State College, Edmond; 

East Central State College, Ada; Oklahoma City Univer-

sity and Oklahoma Chrfatian College, Oklahoma City; 

University of Oklahoma~ Norman; and Oklahoma Baptist 

University and St. Gregory's College, Shawnee. 72 The 

town is also within forty-five miles of Langston 

Urti versi ·ty, Le.ngs ton~ Oklahoma 9 

68 

!ha~. Negro Community _of Chandlei:. The Negro community of' Char1dler 

consists of 319 :persons and 97 households. '?3 There are four Negro 

churches in the area, two Methodist and two Baptist. There are two 

small Negro business establishments in the town, consisting of one 

710klahoma Employment Security Commission, Econom..i<::. B~se R,e;eort, 
Po 48., 

720klahoma. Gas and Electric Company, 01 A Factual Analysis and 
Report, 90 p. 4. 

?3United States Census 1 1960. 
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barber shop and one small cafe. 74 Because jobs are scarce in Chandler, 

seve~al of the Negroes commute to nearby cities and towns for employ-

mento Others who work engage in day work and services at the various 

factories of the town. A relatively small number (as was previously 

mentioned) receive welfare checks,75 

In the early 1950's, there were two Negro public schools in 

Chandler, one elementary and one high schoo1.76 The high school was 

closed in 195477 and the elementary school closed in 1964,78 both in 

compliance with the desegregation law of the United States Supreme 

Court. The Negro children and youth of Chandler attend the desegre-

gated schools of the town. According to reports from knowledgeable 

persons (including school officials and Negro parents), the record of 

integregation has been peaceful in Chandler. There have been no riots 

or demonstrations by Negroes nor whites relating to the problem of 

school desegregation.79 

Summary 

This chapter has presented a general description of the two com-

mu.nities under investigation. Red Bil"d, an all Negro community 

74rn.terview with Negro residents. 

75Inter.view with Lincoln County Director of Social Welfare. 

76Data were obtained from the Oklahoma State Department of 
Education. 

??Ibid. 

'/BI'bid. 

79In t:erviews with Super:tn tenden t, Counselor, School Secretary, and 
with several Negro parents of Chandler. 
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in Wagoner County, Oklahoma, came into existence in 1899 and was char

tered as a town in 1908. The town has decreased in population since 

1940 and presently has a population of 310. There are 89 households in 

the town. As the area consists of only two grocery stores, residents 

do much of their shopping in nearby towns. The economic base of the 

community is agriculture. The town has no public passenger coveyances, 

no newspapers, no hospital facilities, and no public housing facili

ties. The public facilities include a water supply, telephone service, 

electric and butane gas service. Civic, religious and social organiza

tions of the town include an American Legion Post, a Masonic Lodge, a 

Home Demonstration Club, a Parent Teachers' Association (for the 

elementary school).,, a Pioneer and Historical Club, two political 

parties, and four churches. Repreational facilities of the town are 

limited. The elementary school which began in 1912 is still in opera

tion, but the high school which began in 1921 was closed in 1959 in 

compliance with the processes of desegregation. High school students 

from Red Bird attend the high schools of Coweta and Porter, both in 

Wagoner County. fhe town is in close proximity to several institutions 

of higher learning in the State. 

Chandler, a town made up largely of Negroes and whites, came into 

existence in 1891, and was named for George Chandler, the first assist

ant of the Interior under President Benjamin Harrison. The town has 

decreased in population since 1940 and presently has a population of 

2,524. There are 319 Negroes and 97 Negro households in the town. The 

economic base of the community is agriculture. The town has several 

industries, including pecan shipping and peanut pressing. The town is 

served by three major highways, four passenger trains and truck line 
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serv-ice. There is no commercial airline service in the town, but sev

eral major airline services are available in nearby cities and towns. 

Recreational activities of the town consist o! p!:lrks, camps, a movie 

theater~ a tourist rest stop, a museum, and a library. There are 

thirty active civic and fraternal organizations in the town, approx

imately eighteen churches, and several business establishments of 

various types. The town has one newspaper, with a circulation of 3,067 

subscribers. There are four Negro churches in the town, and two Negro 

'business establishments. In 1954, the Negro high school of Chandler 

was closed. In 1964, the Negro elementary school was closed. Negro 

children and youth attend the desegregated schools of the town. The 

record of integration of the schools has been peaceful. 



CHAPTER V 

REPORT OF FINDINGS 

One hypothesis of this study was that the closing of Negro high 

schools in small communities has brought educational and social changes 

in community life and that these changes are perceived by residents, 

specifically, in the following services and a.ctivities: adult educa-

tion courses, recreational activities, civic activities, health serv-

ices and activities, cultural activities, and informa:J,. influence of 

professional education leaders. Another hypothesis~1 of this study was 

that these perceived changes will be affected by the extent of former 

community centered activities and services, the existing programs which 

substitute for former high school-related services and activites, and 

the increase in distance required for residents to participate in simi-

lar activities and to obtain similar services. 

Answers were sought to the following questions: (l) What were 

the school-related services and activities available to adults of the 

communities under study one year prior to the closing of the Negro 

high schools? (2) What services and activities are presently made 

available to adults of the communities under study that are similar 

to the ones offered under the sponsorship of the Negro high schools? 

(3) What are the felt needs for services and.activities comparable 

to those usually made available to adults through and/or with the 

pooperation of the public high schools? and (4) What are the opinions 
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of adults of the communities under study regarding the effects of 

desegregation and the closing of the Negro high schools in their 

communities? 
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In seeking answers to these questions and to test the hypotheses 

set forth, an investigation was conducted using several instruments 

with several different groups of respondents. The first instrument was 

a questionnaire designed to be submitted to professional and official 

school personnel who were in position to be knowledgeable on the school

related services and activities made available to adults of the commun

ities one year prior to the closing of the Negro high schools. Thirteen 

of these questionnaires were sent to former professional educational 

leaders of Red Bird to be filled out and returned. Ten of the respond

ents returned the instrument. Fourteen of the questionnaires were sent 

to former educational leaders of Chandler high school to be filled out 

and returned, and thirteen were returned. 

The second questionnaire was mailed to persons who are now living 

in the communities and who are knowledgeable on present services and 

activities comparable to the former school related services and activi

ties sponsored prior to the closing of the Negro high schools. The 

nQmber of persons in Red Bird to whom the second questionnaire was sent 

was fifteen, and the number that filled out the questionnaire and 

mailed it back was thirteen. The number to which the questionnaire was 

mailed in Chandler was nirie'teen and the number of respondents who 

mailed it back was also thirteen. 

The interview was used in this study both as a follow-up device of 

the two questionnaires and to obtain information on the interviewees' 

perceptions of felt needs for services and activities similar to those 



sponsored by the schools, and on the effects of desegregation. 

Reports of the responses to .the three instruments and informal 

interviews used in this study were organized under six major areas of 

services and activities found on the instruments. They were adult 

education courses, recreational activities, civic activities, health 

services and activities, cultural activities, and informal influence of 

professional education leaders. 

The reports of the responses to the two questionnaires and to the 

interviews used for the inquiries into the Red Bird community follow. 

Report of Findings on School-Related Services and Activities 

Offered in Red Bird Prior to the Closing of 

the High School 

Adult Education Courses 

Several of the services and activities listed in the literature on 

community programs for adults were found to be available in the Red Bird 

community one year prior to the closing of the high school. One such 

area of services and activities was that of adult education 

courses.1 It was also found that several intervieweees had participated 

in some of the adult ed~cation courses offered at the time. Table I 

indicates the nTu~ber of respondents who stated that they were able to 

participate in these courses. Information presented in the table was 

obtained through interviews with residents of Red Bird. This aspect of 

the interview was done as a follow-up of responses secured through the 

l A complete report of data on the availability of adult education 
courses prior to the closing of the high school of Red Bird appears on 
Table XXV. 
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first questionnaire. 

TABLE I 

INTERVIEWEES' PARTICIPATION IN .ADULT EDUCATION COURSES O~E YEAR 
PRIOR TO THE CLOSING OF THE RED BIRD HIGH SCHOOL 

Adult Education Courses Number Per Cent 

Sewing 3 6.67 
Cooking 1 2.22 
Canning 1 2.22 
Shop Training 3 6.67 
Vocational Guidance l 2.22 
Home Improvement 1 2.22 
Dairying 2 4.44 
Food Production l 2.22 

The table shows that courses in sewing, cooking, canning, shop 

training, 'V'ooationa.l guidance, home improvement, dairying and food pro-

duction were available prior to the closing of the school. Courses 

listed in the literature which were not available were in mathematics, 

English, history, health, arts and crafts, and government. 

Recreational Activities 

Recreational activities were found to comprise a second area of 

services and activities available to adults of Red Bird prior to the 

2 Information for this aspect of the study was obtained through 
interviews with residents. 
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closing of the high school.3 As in the area of adult education courses, 

it was found that several interviewees had participated in some of the 

school related recreational activities one year prior to the closing of 

the high schoolg The following table indicates the types of activities 

and the number and per cent of interviewees who participated. 

TABLE II 
/ 

INTERVIEWEES' PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL-RELATED RECREATIONAL ACT~VITIES 
ONE YEAR PRIOR TO THE CLOSING OF THE RED BIRD HIGH SCHOOL 

Recreational Activities Number Per Cent 

Engage in physical play such as baseball, etc. 3 6.67 
Learn to develop hobbies such as knitting, 

leather work and other crafts 4 8.89 
Learn to take advantage of recreational activities 

in nearby areas such as parks, etc. 4 8.89 
Learn about the importance of play in the home 5 10.42 
Engage in indoor socials such as teas, banquets, 

etc. 3 6.67 
Learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials such 

as pi.cnics, parties, etc. 3 6.67 
Learn how to organize various types of clubs 2 4.44 

Information presented in the above table was obtained through 

interviews with residents of Red Bird. This aspect of the interview 

was used as a follow-up of the first questionnaire. 

3Table XXV. 

4rnterviews with residents. 
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The table indicates that the following recreational activities 

were available to adults of Red Bird one year prior to the closing of 

the high scho°-1: Opportunities to engage in physical play such as 

baseball, etc., learn to develop hobbies such as knitting, etc., take 

advantage of recreational activities in nearby areas such as parks, 

etc., and about the importance of play in the home, engage in indoor 

socials such as teas, banquets, etc., learn to plan and carry out out

door socials such as picnics, parties, etc., and how to organize various 

types of clubs. These activities were prov:td'ed1i:a~,oonnection with 

adult education courses and by county agents. 

Recreational activities listed in the literature which were not 

available were as follows: Opportunities to learn and play games which 

are of interest to adults and young people, to take advantage of seeing 

good movies and other types of commercialized entertainment and how to 

play paper and pencil games. 

Civic Activities 

Just as was observed in the areas of adult education and recrea-

tional activities, some civic activities were found to be available to 

adults of Red Bird one year prior to the closing of the school.5 It 

should be stated that these activities were not formally organized, but 

were of an informal nature such as a school would make available to 

citizens of a community. 

The folloWing table indicates several of the school related civic 

activities in which interviewees indicated that they participated. 

5Table XXV. 



TABLE III 

INTERVIEWEES' 'PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL-RELATED CIVIC ACTIVITIES 
ONE YEAR PRIOR TO THE CLOSING OF THE RED BIRD HIGH SCHOOL6 

Civic Activities 

Learn how to register to vote 
Learn why one should vote 
Learn how to vote 
Learn about issues on which to vote 
Learn the basic rights of citizens 
Learn about the benefits of government 
Learn the importance of being good, loyal 

American citizens 
Learn the privileges of being citizens of a 

democratic country 
Learn about the serious problems facing the 

community, state, nation, and the world 
Learn about national holidays and what they 

mean to the American people 
Learn how to save the land and other natural 

resources 
Learn how to use clubs and other organizations 

to which one belongs to meet community needs 

Number 

1 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 

2 

2 

4 

1 

4 

2 

Per Cent 

2.22 
6.67 
6.67 
6.67 
4.44 
4.44 

4 .. 44 

L~.44 

8.89 

2.22 

8.89 

4.44 

Information presented in the above table was secured through 

interviews with residents of Red Bird community. This part of the 

interview was done as a follow-up of the first questionnaire. 

The table indicates that the following school related civic activ-

ities were available to Red Bird adults one year prior to the closing 

of the high school: Opportunities to learn how to register to vote, 

why one should vote, how to vote, about issues on which to vote, the 

basic rights of citizens, about the benefits of government, the 

6 Interviews with residents. 



importance of being good, loyal American citizens, the privileges of 

being citizens of a democratic country, about the serious problems 

facing the community, state, nation and the world, about national 

holidays and what they mean to the American people~ how to save the 
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land and other natural resources and how to use clubs and other organi

zations to which one belongs to meet community needs. The only school 

related civic activity not available to adults of Red Bird community 

one year prior to the closing of the high school was the opportunity to 

learn how to keep up with the latest news on community, state, national, 

and world affairs. 

Health Services and Activities 

Another area of school related services and activities found to be 

available to adults of Red Bird one year prior to the closing of the 

high school was that of health services and activities.7 Some of these 

services and activities were offered in formal courses through the 

county agents and instructors of vocational agriculture and home 

economics, and others were offered informally by county agencies under 

the auspices of the high school, according to interviewees. 

The following tab~e indicates the school related health services 

and activities in which interviewees stated that they participated one 

year prior to the closing of the high school. 

Data exhi'bi ted in Table IV were obtained through interviews with 

Red Bird residents. This aspect of the interview was employed to 

follow-up the responses to the items in the first questionnaire. 

7Table XXV, 



TABLE IV 

INTERVIEWEES' PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL-RELATED HEALTH SERVICES 
AND ACTIVITIES ONE YEAR PRIOR TO THE CLOSING OF THE 

RED BIRD HIGH SCHOOL8 
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Health Services and Activities Number Per Cent 

Learn how to plan meals 
Learn basic rules of cleanliness 
Receive shots for communicable diseases 
Learn first aid treatments 
Learn how to report emergencies 
Learn safety rules 
Learn how to prevent fires and other 

home accidents 
Learn how to prepare for storms, tornadoes, 

and other community threats 

5 
5 
2 
5 
1 
2 

1 

2 

11.11 
11.11 
4.44 

11.11 
2.22 
4.44 

2.22 

4.44 

The table indicates that the following school related health serv-

ices and activities were available one year prior to the closing of 

Red Bird High School: Opportunities to learn how to plan meals and 

basic rules of cleanliness, receive shots for communicable diseaees, 

learn first aid treatments, how to report emergencies, safety rules, 

how to prevent accidents and fires in the home, and how to prepare for 

storms, tornadoes, and other community threats. 

Health services and activities which were indicated as not being 

available were opportunities to discuss problems of health with 

knowledgeable people, learn symptoms of mental and physical illnesses, 

basic rules for driving automobiles and for pedestrians to prevent 

accidents. 

8 Interviews with residents. 
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Cultural Activities 

Another area of services and activities listed in the literature 

on school-related programs for adults was found to be available in the 

Red Bird community one year prior to the closing of the high school. 

This area of services and activities was that of cultural activities.9 

It was also found that several interviewees had participated in some of 

the cultural activities available at the time. The following table 

reveals the number of interviewees who indicated that they were able to 

participate in these activities. 

TABLE V 

INTERVIEWEES' PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL-RELATED CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
ONE YEAR PRIOR TO THE CLOSING OF THE RED BIRD HIGH SCHOOLlO 

Cultural Activities Number Per Cent 

Attend Musicals 3 6.67 
Learn to appreciate various types of music l 2.22 
Learn about great musicians 1 2.22 
Attend plays (dramas) 5 11.11 
Attend book talks and reviews 1 2.22 
Learn about sources from which to get free 

reading materials for the community 1 2.22 
Learn how to use a library 1 2.22 
Learn about great thinkers 2 4.44 
Attend lectures on different issues 3 6.67 
Learn to appreciate different types of folk 

dances 1 2.22 

9Table XXV. 

10Interviews with residents. 
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Facts shown on Table V were gathered through interviews with 

Red Bird residents. This aspect of the interview was used as a follow

up of responses to the items in the first questionnaire. 

The table indicates that the following cultural activities were 

available to adults of Red Bird one year prior to the closing of the 

high school: Opportunities to attend musicals, learn to appreciate 

various types of music, and about great musicians, attend plays, and 

book talks and reviews, learn about sources from which to get free 

reading materials for the community, how to use a library, and about 

great thinkers, attend lectures on different issues and how to appre

ciate different types of folk dances. 

The only school-related cultural activities not available to 

adults of Red Bird community one year prior to the closing of the high 

school were opportunities to belong to music clubs, learn how to select 

good television shows, belong to reading clubs, learn how to select 

and read the best newspapers, how to speak correctly, and about art 

such as paintings, sculpture, etc. 

~rmal Influence of Professional Education Leaders 

The final area of services and activities related to the high 

school found to be available in Red Bird community one year prior to 

the closing of the high school was that of informal influence of 

professional education leaders.11 It was found also that some inter

viewees had benefited from these services. The following table indi

cates the number of intervie:es who stated that they had benefited from 

11Table XXV. 



such services. 

TAELE VI 

INTERVIEWEES BENEFITING FROM SERVICES AND ACTIVITJBS RELATED TO 
INFORMAL INFLUENCE OF PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION LEADERS1~NE 

YEAR PRIOR TO THE CLOSING OF RED BIRD HI~~.~C~OOL 

Informal Influence of Professional Leaders Number Per Cent 

Assistance in understanding the law or courts 5 11.11 
Help in explaining important issues (problems) 

facing the community, state, and nation 6 13.33 
Assistance in making difficult community 

decisions 10 22.22 
Help to parents in the.understanding of their 

duties (roles) as parents 10 22.22 
Guidance in understanding behavior problems 

of young people 6 13.33 
Guidance in solving personal problems 11 24.44 
Guidance in how to get and keep jobs 1 2.22 
Help in reading directions such as labels on 

medicine l 2.22 
Leadership in the church S).lch as teaching 

Sunday School classes 11 24.44 

Information shown on Table VI was obtained through interviews with 

adults of Red Bird. This part of the interview was employed as a 

follow-up for the first questionnaire. 

The table indicates that the following services and activities 

related to informal influence of professional education leaders were 

available to Red Bird adults one year prior to the closing of the high 

school~ Assistance in understanding the law or cour·ts, help in 

12Interviews With residents, 
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explaining important issues (problems) facing the community, state and 

nation, assistance in making difficult community decisions, help to 

parents in the understanding of their duties (roles) as parents, guid

ance in understanding behavior problems of young people, guidance in 

solving personal problems, guidance in how to get and keep jobs, help 

in reading directions such as labels on medicine, and leadership in the 

church such as teaching Sunday School classes. It should be noted that 

all of the items listed in the literature on informal influence of pro

fessional education leaders were available to adults of Red Bird prior 

to the closing of the high school (see Table XXV). 

In summary, adult education courses found to be available to 

adults of Red Bird community one year prior to the closing of the high 

school were in sewing, cooking, canning, shop training, vocational 

guidance, home improvement, dairying, and food production. 

Recreational activities found to be available to adults of Red 

Bird one year prior to the closing of the high school were as follows: 

Opportunities to engage in physical play such as baseball, etc., learn 

to develop hobbies such as knitting, etc., learn to take advantage of 

recreational activities in nearby areas such as parks, etc., learn 

about the importance of play in the home, engage in indo0r socials such 

as teas, banquets, etc., learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials 

such as picnics, parties, etc., and learn how to organize various types 

of clubs. 

Civic activities found to be available to adults of Red Bird one 

year prior to the closing of the high school were as follows: Oppor

tunities to learn how to register to vote, why one should vote, how to 

vote, about issues on which to vote, the basic rights of citizens, 



about the benefits of government, the importance of being good, loyal 

American citizens, the privileges of being citizens of a democratic 

country, about the serious problems facing the community, state, nation 

and the world, about national holidays and what they mean to American 

people, how to save the land and other natural resources, and how to 

use clubs and other organizations to which one belongs to meet commun~ 

ity needs. 

It was found that the following health services and activities 

were available to adults of Red Bird community one year prior to the 

closing of the high school: Opportunities to learn how to plan meals, 

and basic rules of cleanliness, to receive shots for communicable 

diseases, to learn first aid treatments, how to report emergencies, 

safety rules, how to prevent accidents and fires in the home, and how 

to prepare for storms, tornadoes and other community threats. 

Cultural activities found to be available to adults of Red Bird 

one year prior to the closing of the high school were opportunities to 

attend musicals, to lear~ to appreciate various types of music and 

about great musicians, to attend plays (dramas) and book talks and 

reviews, to learn about sources from which to obtain free reading mate

rials for the community, how to use a library and about great thinkers, 

to attend lectures on different issues, to learn how to speak correctly, 

and to appreciate different types of folk dances. 

Services and activities related to informal influence of profes~ 

sional education leaders found to be available to adult res:t~ents of 

Red Bird one year prior to the closing of the high school were as 

folows: Assistance in understanding the law or courts, help in ex

plaining important issues (problems) facing the community, state, and 



86 

nation~ assistance in making difficult community decisions, help to 

parents in the understanding of their duties (roles) as parents, guid-

ance in understanding behavior problems of young people, solving 

personal problems and in how to get and keep jobs, help in reading 

directions such as labels on medicine and leadership in the church such 

as teaching Sunday School classes. 

Report of Responses on Programs of Services and Activities 

Presently Available to Adults of Red Bird 

The solution of the problem in-valved a consideration of certain 

community programs for adults. These particular programs are those 

which relate to services and activities which continue to be available 

in the community since the closing of th~ schools. The ps.rt of the 

chapter which :follows reports the responses to the inquir:hs on the 

schools for Negroes olo~ed in the Red Bird and Chandler communities. 

First reported are the responses concerning Red Bird. 

Adult Education Courses 

Several courses in adult education were found to be presently 

available to adults of Red Bird.13 It was also found that several 

interviewees are presently participating in some of the courses. The 

following table shows the number of respondents who indicated that they 

were presently taking such courses. 

l3A complete report of data on the present availability of adult 
education courses in Red Bird appears on Table XXVI. 



TABLE VII 

INTERVIEWEES PRESENTLY PARTICIPATING IN ADULT EDUCATION 
COURSES IN RED BIRD14 
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Adult Education Courses Number Per Cent 

Sewing 2 4.44 
Cooking 2 4.44 
Canning 1 2.22 
Home Improvement 3 6.67 
Food Production 2 4.44 

Information presented in the above table was obtained through 

interviews with residents of Red Bird. This aspect of the interview 

was done as a follow-up of responses secured through the second 

questionnaire. 

The ta'ble indicates that courses in sewing, cooking, canning, .home 

improvement,and food production are presently available. These 

co·i;ire,eis 9 according to interviewees, have been offered inte:rmi ttently in 

workshops and conferences through the Wagoner County Agents and the 

Home Demonstration Club for about twenty-two years, and not in formal 

courses as were offered under the high school program. Courses which 

were found not presently available were in shop training, vocational 

guidance, dairying, mathematics, English, history, health, arts and 

crafts, and government. 

14Information for this aspect of the study was obtained through 
interviews with residents. 
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Recreational Activities 

Recreational activities were found to comprise an area of services 

and activities presently available to adults of Red Bird.15 Further~ 

it was found that several of the residents are presently participating 

in such activities. The following table shows the number of inter-

viewees who indicated that they are presently participating in such 

activities. 

TABLE VIII 

INTERVIEWEES PRESENTLY PARTICIPATING IN RECREATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES IN RED BIRD16 

Recreational Activities Nurnbe:r· Per Cent 

Engage in physical play such as baseball, etc. 
Learn to develop hobbies such as knitting, 

l.eatherwork, and other cra.f'ts 
Learn a.bout the importance of play in the home 
En.gage in indoor socials such as t1:Hi.s, 

be.nquerts, etc. 
Le~irn ·to plan and oarx·y out outdoo:r. sMials 

such ae picnics, parties 1 eto. 

3 6.67 

2 4.44 
3 6.67 

)4. 8.89 

2 4. 4l+, 

As in the area of adult education, information presented in the 

above table was obtained through interviews with residents of the 

l.5Table XXVI. 

16Interv:wws with residents. 
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communityo 

The table indicates that the following recreational activities are 

presently available to adults of Red Bird: Opportunities to engage in 

physical play such as baseball, etc., learn to develop hobbies such as 

knitting, leatherwork and other crafts, learn about the importance of 

play in the home, engage in indoor socials such as teas, banquets, etc., 

and learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials such as picnics, 

parties, etc. According to interviewees, the activities have been 

offered intermittently under the sponsorship of County Agents, the Demon-

stration Club, and the American Legion for over twelve years. 

Recreational activities listed in the literature which are not 

available are opportunities to learn and play games which are of inter-

est to adults and young people, take advantage of recreational activi-

ties in nearby areas such as parks, etc., how to organize various types 

of clubs, take advantage of seeing good movies and other kinds of com

mercialized entertainment, and how to play paper and pencil games. 

Civic: A.ct::tvi'bies 

Civic activities were found to comprise another area of services 

and acM.vitie~ which are prese:mtly available to adults of Red Bird.17 

Al5o, several interviewees reported that they are presently ab~e to 

partio:tpah in some of theeie ~oM.vitbs. The :f.'ollowing table 1:nd:tcaate,s 

·the number of civic aotivit:Le~ in which interviewees stated. they 

presently participate. 

l7Table XXVI. 



TABLE IX 

INTERVIEWEES PRESENTLY PARTICIPATING IN CIVIC ACTIVITIES 
IN RED BIRD18 . 

Civic Activities 

Learn how to register to vote 
Learn why one should vote 
Learn how to vote 
Learn the basic rights of citizens 
Learn about the benefits of government 
Learn how to save the land and other natural 

resources 

Number 

4 
4 
4 
3 
2 

6 

90 

Per Cent 

8089 
8.89 
8.89 
6.67 
4.44 

13.33 

Data depicted in the above table were secured through interviews 

with residents of the community. According to the table, the following 

civic activities are participated in by residents: Opportunities to 

learn how to register to vote, why one should vote, how to vote, the 

basic rights of citizens, about the benefits of government and how to 

save the land and other natural resources. These activities have been 

offered intermittently by County A.gents and the American Legion Post·or 

the community for more than twelve years. 

Civic activities which were found not to be presently available 

were as follows: Opportunities to learn about issues on which to vote, 

the importance of being good, loyal American citizens, the privileges 

of being citizens of a democratic country, about the serious ~roblems 

facing the community? state, nation, and the world, about national 

holi.days and what they mean to the American people, how to keep up with 

18rnterviews with residents. 



the latest news on community, state, national, and world affairs, and 

how to use clubs and other organizations to which one belongs to meet 

community needs. 

Health Services and Activities 

Several health services and activities were also found to be 

presently available to adults of Red Bird.19 Likewise, interv-iews 

revealed that some of the residents of the area are presently able to 

9i 

participate in several of these activities. The activities are listed 

in the table below. 

TABLE X 

INTERVIEWEES PRESENTLY PARTICIPATING IN HEALTH SERVICES 
AND ACTIVITIES IN RED BIRD20 

Health Services and Activities Number Per Cent 

Learn how to plan meals 
Learn basic rules of cleanliness 
Receive shots for communicable diseases 

5 
5 
3 

11.11 
11.11 
6.67 

Information shown on the above table was gathered through inter-

views with residents of the community. This part of the interview was 

done as a follow-up of the second questionnaire. 

19Table XXVI. 

20 Interviews with residents. 
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Items shown in the table to be presently available are opportuni-

ties to learn how to plan meals, learn basic rules of cleanliness, and 

receive shots for communicable diseases. The services and activities 

have been offered by Wagoner County through County Agents and the Health 

Association, and the Home Demonstration Club of Red Bird for more than 

twenty-two years. 

Items listed in the literature which are not presently available 

to adults of Red Bird are opportunities to discuss the problems of 

health with knowledgeable people, learn symptoms of mental and physical 

illnesses, first aid treatments, how to report emergencies, safety 

rules, how to prevent accidents and fires in the home, how to prepare 

for storms, tornadoes and other community threats, and basic rules for 

driving automobiles and for pedestrians to prevent accidents. 

Cultural Activities 

Another area of services and activities listed in the literature 

as being presently available to adults of Red Bird is that of cultural 

activities. 21 It was also found that several interviewees are presently 

participatj_ng in some of these activities. Data on the following table 

reveal the cultural activities in which interviewees indicated that they 

are presently participating. 

The report listed in Table XI was obtained through interviews with 

adults of Red Bird. This aspect of the interview was employed as a 

follow-up of the second questionnaire. 

21•r· b. J XXVI a .e • 
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INTERVIEWEES PRESENTLY PARTICIPATING IN CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
IN RED BIRD22 
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Cultural Activities Number Per Cent 

Attend plays (dramas) 
Attend lectures on different issues 

2 
2 

The table indicates that only two of the cultural activities 

listed in the literature are presently available to adults of the areao 

These activities are opportunities to attend plays (dramas) and lectures 

on different issues. The activities are offered under the elementary 

school's program. The number of years that these activities have been 

available was not establishedo 

The following cultural activities were reported not to be pres-

ently available to adults: Opportunities to attend musicals, learn to 

appreciate various types of music and about great musicians, belong to 

music clubs, learn how to select good television shows, belong to read-

ing clubs, attend book talks and reviews, learn about sources from 

which to obtain free reading materials for the community, how to select 

and read the best newspapers, how to use a library, about great thinkers, 

how to speak: correctly, to appreciate various types of folk dances and 

about art such as paintings, sculpture, etc. 

22 Interviews with residents. 
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Informal Influence of Professional 

Education Leaders 

It was disclosed that informal influence of professional education 

leaders was another area of services and activities presently available 

to adults of Red Bird. 23 It was also disclosed that some adults of the 

the (;;ommunit;y indicated that they are presently benefiting from some of 

these activities and services. Data concerned with such services and 

activities are listed in the following table. 

TABLE XII 

INTERVIEWEES PRESENTLY BENEFITING FROM SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 
RELATED TO INFORMAL INFLUENCE OF PROFESSIONAL 

EDUCATION LEADERS IN RED BIRD2li. 

Informal Influence of Professional 
Education Leaders 

Help in reading directions such as labels 
on medicine 

Leadership in the church such as teaching 
Sunday School classes 

Number 

1 

5 

Per Cent 

2.22 

11.11 

As in the several other areas of this aspect of the study, infor-

ma.tion presented in the above table was gained through interviews with 

23 · Table XXVIo 

24 Inter'lriews with :residents. 
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residents of Red Bird. This part of the interview was used as a follow

up of the second questionnaire. 

Only two items related to informal influence of professional edu

cation leaders are listed on the table as being presently available to 

adults of Red Bird. They are help in reading directions such as labels 

on medicine and leadership in the church such as teaching Sunday School 

classes. The services and activities are offered by teachers and admin

istrators of the elementary school of the town. The number of years 

that such services and activities have been available was not 

established. 

Seven of the nine items are not presently available to adults of' 

the community. They are as follows: Assistance in understanding the 

law or courts, help in explaining important issues (problems) facing 

the community, state, and nation, assistance in making difficult com

munity decisions, help to parents in the understanding of their duties 

(roles) as parents, guidance in understanding behavior problems of 

young people, solving personal problems, and in how to get and keep 

jobs. 

In summary, the following courses were found to be presently 

available to adults of Red Bird: Sewing, cooking, canning, home 

improvement and food production. The courses are offered intermit

tently through workshops and conferences under county agents. 

Recreational activities found to be presently available to adults 

of Red Bird were opportunities to engage in physical play such as base

ball, etc., to develop hobbies such as knitting, leatherwork, etc., to 

learn about the importance of play in the home, to engage in indoor 

socials such as teas, b~nquets, etc., and to learn to plan and carry 
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out outdoor socials such as picnics, parties, etc. The activities are 

sponsored by the County Agents, Home Demonstration Club, and the 

American Legiono 

Civic activities presently available to adults of ~ed Bird are op

portunities to learn how to register to vote, why one should vote, how to vote, 

the basic rights of citizens, about the benefits of government, and how 

to save the land and other natural resources. The activities are spon

sored by the American Legion and County Agents. 

The following heal th services and activities were found to be presently 

available to Red Bird adults: Opportunities to learn how to plan meals, 

basic rules of cleanliness, and to receive shots for communicable 

diseases. The activities and services are offered by the Home Demon

stration Club, and Wagoner County Agents. 

Cultural activities presently available to adults of Red Bird are 

opportunities to attend plays (dramas) and lectures on different issues. 

These activities are offered by the elementary school of the town. 

Services and activities related to informal influence of profes

sional education leaders available to adults of Red Bird are help in 

reading directions such as labels on medicine and leadership in the 

church such as teaching Sunday School classes. The services are offered 

by the teachers and administrators of the elementary school of Red Bird. 
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Report of Findings on Opinions of Interviewees on 

Needed Programs of Services and Activities 

for Adults of Red Bird 

Adult Education Courses25 

All items on services and activities listed in the literature on 

community programs for adults were expressed by the interviewees to be 

needed in the town. One such area of service,s and activities was that 

of courses in adult education. 

Some of the courses in adult education received a majority of 

95.56 per cent of the responses of the interviewees as being needed. 

These courses were in sewing and cooking. Other such courses that 

received a majority of the responses as being of need were in home 

improvement and English which received a majority of 93.33 per cent of 

the responses. A majority of 88.89 per cent of the responses were 

expressed for the need of courses in food production, mathematics, and 

health. 

Other courses, together with thepercentage, perceived to be needed 

for adults of Red Bird were in history, 86.67 per cent; vocational 

guidance, 80.00 per cent; shop training, 77.78 per cent; canning, 75.56 

per cent; arts and crafts, 57.78 per cent; government, 71.11 per cent; 

and dairying, 53.33 per cent. 

It should be noted that all of the adult education courses listed 

in the literature of this study were perceived by residents of the area 

to be needed. 

25A complete report of data on adult education courses felt to be 
needed in Red Bird is found on Table XXVII. 
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Recreational activities were found to comprise a second area of 

services and activities expressed by the interviewees to be needed for 

adults in the Red Bird community. 

All of the recreational activities concerning which inquiries were 

made were expressed by the interviewees to be needed for adults. A 

majority of 97,78 per cent of the respondents felt that opportunities 

to learn and play games which are of interest to adults, children~ and 

youth were needed. In reply to the inquiry on the need for opportuni-

ties to learn the importance of play in the home, a majority of 93,33 

per cent of the interviewees indicated that they were needed in the 

area. The need to learn to take advantage of recreational activities 

in nearby park areas received a majority of 91.11 per cent of the 

responses, and a majority of 88 .89 pez• cent were expressed in support 

of the need of opportunities to engage in indoor socials such as teas, 

banquets, etc. The need to learn how to develop hobbies such as 

knitting, leatherwork, and other cra . .fts and to learn how to plan and 

carry out outdoor socials such as picnics, parties, etc., received a 

majority of 86.67 per cent of the responses. 

Additional recreational activities thought and expressed to be 

needed for adults of Red Bird were opportunit:i..es to learn to take 

advantage of seeing good movies and other kinds of commercialized 

entertainment, a majority of 77.78 per cent; to engage in physi.cal play 

such as baseball, etc., a majority of 73.33 per cent, and to learn how 

26A complete report of data on recreational activities felt to be 
needed for adults of Red Bird is found on Table XXVIII. 
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to organize various types of clubs, a majority of 62.22 per cent. 

Civic Activities27 

Just as was observed in the areas of adult education courses and 

recreational activities, certain aspects pertaining to the improvement 

of civic life were felt by the interviewees to be needed for adults of 

the Red Bird community. Some of these types of activities were ex-

pressed by a majority of one hundred per cent of the responses. These 

particular activities were opportunities to learn the importance of 

being good, loyal American citizens and the privilege of being citizens 

of a democratic country. 

Two of the civic activities about which inquiries were made 

received a majority of 97.78 per cent of the responses as being of 

need. These activities were concerned with opportunities to learn the 

benefits of government and the most serious problems facing the commun-

ity~ state, nation, and the world. Felt to be needed for adults were 

three civic activities which received a majority of 95.56 per cent of 

the responses. They were opportunities to learn why one should vote, 

the basic rights of citizens, and how to keep up with the latest news 

on community, state, national, and world affairs. Receiving a majority 

of 93.33 per cent of the responses as being of need for adults in 

Red Bird were opportunities to learn about issues on which to vote. 

Further, the civic activities concerned with opportunities to 

learn how to meet certain community needs through clubs and other 

organizations to which one belongs were expressed to be needed by a 

27 A complete report of data on civic activities felt to be needed 
for adults of Red Bird is found on Table XXIX. 
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majority of 86.67 per cent of the respondents. Items on learning how 

to vote, how to save the land and other natural resources, and about 

the national holidays and what they mean to the American people received 

a majority of 88.89 per cent of the responses. Also, the opportunity 

to learn how to register to vote was felt to be needed, as was expressed 

by a majority of 55.56 per cent of the interviewees. 

Health Services and Activities28 

In the area of health services and activities for adults of Red 

Bird community., a majority of one hundred per cent of .the interviewees 

indicated that opportunities to learn the symptoms of physical illness 

were needed. Thus, health services and activities were expressed to be 

a fourth area of community programs that should be maintained for the 

adults of the town. 

Health services and activities that received a majority of 97.78 

per cent of the responses were opportunities to learn symptoms of _ 

mental illness~ how to prevent fires and other home accidents, and how 

to prepare for storms, tornadoes, and other community threats. Items 

on opportunities to learn first aid treatments and safety rules 

receiv·ed a majority of 95.56 per cent of the responses. Four of the 

health services and activities listed in the literature received a 

majority of 93.33 per cent of the responses. These services and activ-

ities were opportunities to learn basic rules of cleanliness, receive 

shots for communicable diseases~ learn how to report em~rgertcies and 

28A complete report of data on health services and activities felt 
to 'be needed for adults of Red Bird is found on Table XX:X:. 
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basic rules for pedestrians to prevent accidents. 

Other health services and activities that received a majority of 

the responses were opportunities to learn to plan meals and basic rules 

for driving automobiles to prevent accidents, 91.11 per cent; and to 

discuss problems of health with knowledgeable people, 82.22 per cent. 

It should be noted that all of the items dealing with health serv-

ices and activities were felt to be needed for adults of Red Bird. 

Cultural Activities29 

A fifth area of the services and activities listed in the litera-

ture on community programs for adults was expressed by the interviewees 

to be needed for adults in Red Bird community. This area was that of 

cultural activities. 

A majority of 93.33 per cent of the responses were expressed for 

the opportunities to learn how to speak correctly. Opportunities to 

learn how to select good 'television shows, how to read and select the 

best newspapers; and to attend lectures on important issues received a 

majority of 91.11 per cent of the responses as being needed for the 

adults. A majority of 88.89 per cent of the responses indicated a need 

for opportunities to attend book talks and reviews; 86.,67 per cent to 

learn about sources from which to obtain free reading materials for the 

community; 84.44 per cent to attend plays (dramas), 82.22 per cent to 

learn about great thinkers; and 80.00 per cent to belong to ~eading 

clubs. 

29A complete report of data on cultural activites felt to be 
needed for adults of Red Bird is found on Table XXXI. 
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Additional cultural activities that received a majority of the 

responses as being of need for adults of Red Bird were opportunities to 

belong to music clubs, 77.78 per cent; attend musicals, 75.56 per cent; 

learn how to use a library, 73.33 per cent; learn about great musicians, 

62.22 per cent; learn to appreciate various types of music, 57.78 per 

cent; learn about art, such as paintings, sculpture, etc., 55.56 per 

cent; and learn to appreciate different types of folk dances, 51.11 

per cent. 

It should be observed that all of the cultural activities listed 

in the literature were felt to be needed for the adults of Red Bird 

community. 

Informal Influence of Professional 

Education Leaders30 

The inquiry made into the Red Bird community on the need for serv-

ices and activities related to influence of professional education 

leaders disclosed a sixth area listed in the literature on needed pro-

grams for the town's adults. 

The interviewees expressed themselves with a majority of 95.56 

per cent that the following services and activities were needed for the 

adults of the community: Help in explaining important issues (problems) 

facing the community, state, and nation, guidance in solving personal 

problems and in understanding the behavior problems of children, help 

in reading directions such as labels on medicin~ and leadership in the 

30A complete report of data on needed services and activities 
related to informal influence of professional education leaders is 
found on Table XXXII. 
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church such as teaching Sunday School classes. The matter of help in 

understanding their duties as parents received a majority of 93.33 per 

cent of the responses as being needed in the community. 

Two of the services and activities related to the informal influ-

ence of professional education leaders were given a majority of 91.11 

per cent of the responses as being of need. They were assistance in 

understanding the law or the courts and assistance to leaders in making 

difficult community decisions. A majority of 86.67 per cent of the 

responses were expressed for the need of guidance in how to get and 

keep jobs. 

In summary, each of the items of the six areas of services and 

activities was perceived by interviewees of Red Bird to be needed for 

the adults of the town. The six areas were as follows: Adult educa-

tion courses, recreational activities, civic activities, health services 

and activities, cultural activities and informal influence of profes-

sional education leaders. 

Report of Perceptions of Interviewees on Changes 

Effected by the Closing of the 

Red Bird Righ School 

As was referred to in the techniques of the thesis, responsible 

citizens were thought to be knowledgeable about affairs of the commu-

nity related to the study and could and would give valuable information 

which would prove helpful in the solution of the problem. This was 

3lA complete report of data on interviewees' opinions on the 
changes e.ffected by the closing of the Red Bird High School is found 
on Table XXXIII. 
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~,-
observed to be true with respect to opinions on school desegregation and 

its consequences. To be reported now is information on the inquiries 

disclosed regarding matters of school desegregation and its conse-

quences. An account of the structured responses to statements on con-

sequences of school desegregation in the Red Bird community will be 

presented first. 

The interv"iewees were of the opinion that in some areas of commu-

nity life school desegregation had effected certain changes. What 

follows are opinions of agreement concerning areas in which changes 

have occurred. The percentage of the interviewees who were of this 

opinion and the intensity of their agreement are also reported. 

To the statement that young people get into more trouble since the 

high school closed, 51.11 per cent of the interviewees strongly agreed 

and 35.56 per cent agreed. The interviewees were of the opinion 

that the high school should not have been closed. This was the response 

of 48.89 per cent of the interviewees who strongly agreed and 35.56 

per ce:n.t. who agreed. 

To the statement, "Since the high school closed, more boys and 

girls drop out of school, 11 48 .89 per cent strongly agreed and 37. 78 

per cent agreed. Since this aspect of the study .was to asc·e:t-tain 

the opinions of the adults on the affects of closing the school, the 

writer did not check school records to prove or to disprove their state-

ments on the drop out problem. 

A majority of 55.56 per cent strongly agreed and 37.78 per cent 

agreed that closing the high school cut down on educational oppor-

tunities for adults. To the opinion that the community should find 

means to continue adult educational opportunities once offered by the 



high school, 64.44 per cent strongly agreed and 35.56 per cent 

agreed.32 

To the statement, "The high school program was adequat·e, 11 11.11 

per cent of the interviewees strongly agreed and 68.89 per cent 
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agreed. Closing of the high school gave Negro youth greater educational 

opportunities was the opinion of 33.33 per cent of the interviewees who 

were in strong agreement and of 46.67 per cent who were in disagreement. 

To the statement, "Since the Negro high school closed fewer social 

activities are available for adults of the community," 57.78 per cent 

strongly agreed and 42.22 per cent agreed. 

As the interviewees held opinions.of agreement that in some areas 

of community life school desegregation had effected certain 

changes, they held other opinions of disagreement. The following is a 

report of interviewees' opinions of disagreement, together with the 

per cent of the interviewees and the intensity of their disagreement. 

Responses showed that 37. 78 per cent of the interviewees disagreed 

and 37.78 per cent strongly disagreed that closing the high school 

caused no serious changes in community life. The statement that 

closing the high school was the right thing to do received responses 

of disagreement by 35.56 per cent of the interviewees and strong dis

agreement by 48.89 per cent. Concerning the disposition of physical 

facilities of the former school, 68.89 per cent of the interviewees 

disagreed and 8.89 per cent strongly disagreed that the high school 

building should be used as a community center. To the statement, "The 

32see Table I and Table XXV. 
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high school program was inadequate, 11 68.89 per cent of the interviewees 

disagreed, and strongly disagreeing were 11.11 per cent of the inter-

vie wees. 

Opinions of Interviewees on the Effects of 

Closing the High School in Red Bird33 

The first hypothesis of the thesis stated that the closing of high 

schools in small communities has brought about educational and social 

changes in community life and that these changes are perceived by 

residents of the communities. In order to test the part of the hypoth-

esis stating that changes can be perceived by residents, several open-

ended questions were included in the interview schedule. These 

questions helped to ascertain the opinions of residents as to the 

impact of the closing of the high schools in the5.r communities. It 

was felt that such perceptions would either prove or disprove the 

hypothesis. Therefore, essential to the solution of the problem were 

the unrestrained statements made by certain interviewees of the two 

communities to the open-ended questions on the interview schedule. 

One category of responses was made to the question, "In your 

opinion~ how did the closing of the Negro high school affect this 

communi t.y? 11 A discussion of representative replies of' interviewees 

from the Red Bird community follows. 

Fifteen~ or 33.33 per cent, of the interviewees felt that the 

closing of the high school in Red Bird decreased the unity and 

3.3 A complete report of opinions of interviewees on the effects of 
closing the high school in Red Bird is found in Appendix G, PPo 354-357 
of the thesis. 
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togetherness of the town. The following are statements which show 

their opinions on this matter: 

Closing our high school decreased the unity of our commu-

nity. Parents and children are divided. The children 

are divided. Some of them go to one school and some to 

another. Children and community are divided. They are 

citizens of two communities; there by day and here by 

night, which isn't much. 

The only institution to provide unity for this community 

was the school. When it was here, everybody was inter-

ested.-and proud. Now, there is nothing, I mean nothing, 

to hold us together. 

This is a sad, sad, divided town now. 

The closing of the school caused less civic pride among 
'··,, 

the citizens of the town. We are far apart now. 

Eleven, or 24.45 per cent, of the interviewees of Red Bird believed 

that the closing of the high school decreased the population of the 

town. The following are excerpts from quotations illustrative of state-

ments made to this effect • 

••• Several families moved out of this town so that their 

children would be close to school 

Children don't want to live here any more Many of them 

just up and leave • 

••• If this keeps up nobody will be here but those too old 

to go. 

At least three, or 6.67 per cent, of the interviewees' perceptions 

of the impact of the closing of the high school of Red Bird are that it 
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caused no serious changes in the life of the community. The following 

are examples of such statements: 

No changes. If there are they are for a better community. 

I don 1 t see very much difference. 

It had no affects on the community. 

It was the opinion of nine, or 20.00 per cent, of the interviewees 

that the closing of the high school in Red Bird increased the behavior 

problems of their young people. Several excerpts from typical responses 

expressing these opinions follow: 

caused the school drop-out rate to increase. 

juvenile delinquency has increased since the school 

closed. 

young people act up more ••• 

It is just like they were in another world. We can't 

reach them at all, now. 

Children ••• leave town and get into trouble. 

Around 35 9 or 77.78 per centj of the interviewees shared the views 

that the closing of the high school in Red Bird decreased services and 

activities of professional education leaders in community affairs. 

Following are several responses indicating these opinions: 

We miss the good of the high school teachers. 

If we just had all of the teachers back in our commu

nity, I v,ould say that closing the school didn I t affect us 

as much. 

Took many good leaders from us. Teachers, I mean. 

They helped us handle the kids. They understood them. 

I didn 1 t realize how much teachers helped until they left. 
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In statements of opinions on the impact of the closing of the 

high school in their community, about 40, or 88.89 per cent, of the 

interviewees specified that the social and educational opportunities 

for adults were decreased. Representative responses indicating their 

,riews follow; 

It cut down on educational opportunities for adults. 

Decreased opportunities for adults to participate in proj

ects like sewing, etc. 

It limited the social activities for adults. 

Adults have.nowhere to go now but to church. That's bad. 

It cut down on opportunities for parents to participate 

in the P.T.A •••• 

Made it harder for parents to talk with the Board of 

Education about certain school problems. 

Ten, or 22.22 per cent, of the interviewees expressed the view 

that closing the high school in Red Bird affected the relationships 

between parents and children. Examples of statements indicating these 

views follow: 

It took the kids from us. We can't know • • • whether or 

not they are going to school. 

Young people are not with us any more ••• just like they are 

in another world. 

Moved kids out of observational reach of parents. 
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Opinions on Organizations and Institutions That Could 

Sponsor Needed Programs of Services and 

Activities in Red Bird 

One of the basic assumptions upon which the hypotheses rested was 

that the impact of the changes that resulted from the closing of the 

high schools in small communities, as perceived by adult residents of 

those communities, can be identified and used in the planning of commu-

nity development programs. The replies to the previous open-ended 

question on the interview schedule identified the perceptions of adult 

residents concerned with the impact of the closing of the high school 

in Red Bird. Thus, it was believed that responses to the second open-

ended question would be vital to the application of these perceptions 

in the development of recommendations for community programs. There-

fore, essential to the solution of the problem were the unrestrained 

statements in answer to the following question: "Now that the Negro 

high school is closed, what other organ:i.zations and institutions could 

sponsor programs and ac ti v:l. ties which it once sponsored for Negro 

adults in your community? 11 The interviewees were asked to make their 

statements in relation to the six broad areas of the study. A report 

of the responses of Red Bird interviewees follows. 

Adult Education Courses34 

The largest per cent of the interviewees felt that the local clubs 

of the Red Bird community could sponsor the needed adult education 

34A report of data on institutions and organizations which could 
sponsor needed adult education courses in Red Bird is found on Table 
xxxrv and Appendix G, p. 359. 
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courses for the community. Ten of the interviewees, or 22.22 per cent, 

of the forty-five persons interviewed gave this indication. The second 

highest number and per cent of the responses indicated that Wagoner 

County, Red Bird town, and State agencies could sponsor such programs. 

The number of persons who held this opinion was nine, and the per cent 

was 20.00. 

Eight of the forty-five interviewees, or 17.78 per cent, indicated 

that the several churches of the community could sponsor adult educa-

tion courses. The town of Red Bird was listed by seven of the inter-

viewees as a possible sponsor of educational courses to meet the needs 

of its adults. The per cent was 15.56. Another possible sponsor of 

the needed adult education classes for the community was listed by six, 

or 13.33 per cent, of the interviewees. This group indicated that 

federal aid programs could give sponsorship for the program. Five 1 or 

11.11 per cent, of the interviewees stated that they did not know what 

other institutions or organizations could sponsor classes in adult 

education for their community. 

Recreational Activities35 

Most of the agencies suggested by interviewees for the development 

and sponsorship of programs of adult education courses were also sug-

gested for the recreation area. Receiving the highest per cent of 

responses of interviewees for the sponsorship of recreational acti vi-

ties were the community clubs a:nd fraternal brganizations of the town" 

35 A report of data btl. institutions and organization$ which could 
sponsor needed recreational activities for adults of Red Bird is found 
on TableXXXVand Appendix G, p. 359 of the thesis. 
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Fifteen, or 33.33 per cent, of the respondents felt that these organi-

zations could sponsor recreational activities to meet the needs of 

adults of their community. Churches of the c~mmunity received the 

second highest number and per cent of opinions as being a possible 

sponsor of recreational activities. Ten~ or 22,22 per cent, of the 

interviewees indicated that the churches could sponsor such activities. 

Nine, or 20.00 per cent, of the interviewees suggested that county and 

state working cooperatively could sponsor programs to meet the recrea-

tional needs of adult residents of Red Bird. Federal programs were 

suggested by eight, or 17.78 per cent of the interviewees as a possible 

sponsor for recreational programs. Only three, or 6.67 per cent, of 

the interviewees indicated that they did riot know. 

Civic Activities36 

Several of the organizations and institutions listed as possible 

sponsors of adult education and recreational activities were also sug-

gested as possible sponsors of civic activities. 

County and state cooperatively, and city and county cooperatively, 

were each suggested as possible sponsors of civic activities by ten, or 

22.22 per cent, of the interviewees. Federal programs and local clubs 

were, each indicated by eight, or 17.78 per cent, of the interviewees 

as being possible sponsors of such programs. Receiving seven, or 15.56 

per cent, of the replies as institutions which could sponsor civic 

activities for adults of Red Bird were the churches of the community, 

36A report of data on institutions and organizations which could 
sponsor needed civic activities for adults in Red Bi.rd is found on 
Table XXXVI and Appendix G, p. 359 o! the thesis. 
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Two~ or 4o44 per cent, of the interviewees indicated that they did not 

knowo 

Health Services and Activities37 

On needed programs of services and activities in Red Bird concerned 

with healthj several institutions and organizations were listed as 

sponsors. As in other areas, several of the agencies were repeated. 

Nine~ or 20.00 per cent, of the interviewees listed the town as a pos-

si'ble sponsor. It was felt by seven~ or 15.56 per cent, of the inter-

viewees that doctors and hospitals of the Wagoner County and city 

organizations could develop programs of health education and services 

for persons in Red Bird community as well as in other communities of 

the area. The federal government was suggested by eight, or 17.78 per 

cent~ of the interviewees as an agency which could sponsor programs of 

health services and activities in the community. Churches of the town 

and the elementary school were listed by five, or 11.11 per cent, of 

the interviewees as organizations which could sponsor such services. 

Four~ or 8.89 per centj of the interviewees stated that they did not 

know. 

Cultural Activi ties38 

The opinions of interviewees on how cultural activities could be 

3?A report of data on institutions and organizations which could 
sponsor needed health services and activities for adults in Red Bird is 
found on Table XXXVII and Appendix F, p. 360. 

3BA report of data on institutions and organizations which could 
sponsor cult:u:.r·al activities for adults in Red Bird is found on Table 
XXXVIII and Appendix G, p. 360. 
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sponsored since the high school closed in Red Bird were similar to 

those given in the previous areas. However, one other type of institu

tion for possible sponsorship was added. 

The added institutions were the integrated schools of Porter and 

Coweta which the young people of Red Bird attend. Five, or lloll per 

cent, of the interviewees indicated that they felt that these schools 

could sponsor some of the needed cultural activities for Red Bird 

adults. Two other types of institutions received five~ or 11.11 per 

cent, of the opinions, each, as being possible sponsors of cultural 

activities for the community. They were federal and county governments, 

and the various churches of the city. 

Receiving ten, or 22.22 per cent, of the opinions of interviewees 

as a sponsor of cultural activities was the city of Red Bird. The pre

vailing opinion of these interviewees was that the town should develop 

special programs to meet the cultural needs of its adults. It was 

believed by eight, or 17.78 per cent, of the interviewees that the 

elementary school should sponsor some of the cultural activities which 

were sponsored by the former high school. It was the opinion of nine~ 

or 20.00 per cent, of the interviewees that the local clubs of the town 

could sponsor such activities. In this area only three, or 6.67, of 

the interviewees stated that they did not know. 
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Informal Influence of Professional Education 

Leaders39 

Opinions on the sponsorship of this area were not as varied as 

those of the other five areas discussed above. Practically all of the 

interviewees believed that services in this area should be provided by 

·educational institutions and personnel. Eleven, or 24.45 per cent, of 

the interviewees expressed the opinion that educators and other profes-

sional persons who live in the area could provide such services. 

Fifteen, or 33.33 per cent, of the respondents believed that leaders of 

the integrated schools which the children attend could provide some of 

the services needed in the areas listed. Ten, or 22.22 per cent, of 

the interviewees felt that the elementary school faculty of Red Bird 

could provide some of the needed services. Nine, or 20.00 per cent, of 

the interviewees stated that they did not knowo 

Opinions of Red Bird Interviewees on What 

Desegregation of Public Schools 

40 
has Meant to Negroes 

In order to gain a broader perspective of the interviewees' per-

ceptions on desegregation, particularly as they relate to the impact of 

the closing of the high school in their community, the following open-

ended question was asked: "What do you think desegregation has meant to 

39A report of data on institutions and organizations which could 
sponsor services and activities related to informal influence of pro
fessional education leaders is found on Table XXXIX and Appendix G, 
p. 361. 

40A report of opinions of Red Bird interviewees on what desegrega
tion has meant to Negroes is found in Appendix G,pp. 362-365 of the thesiso 
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Negroes? 1v Responses to this question were essential to the analysis 

and interpretation of data gathered through other parts of the interview 

schedule. A discussion of representative responses of interviewees 

from the Red Bird community follows. 

Interviewees who perceived desegregation as offering greater edu

cational opportunities to high school students were signi.ficantly 

greater in number than those who felt otherwise. More than 35 7 or 77. 78 per 

cent of the interviewees expressed that, in general, desegregation has 

meant progress for Negroes. The following are typical statements rep

resenting these perceptions: 

Good idea. Children get better facilities. Opportunities 

are better. 

Good. It means e~ucational opportunity for Negro kids. 

Better chance for Negro girls and boys. 

Good. Ought to have happened forty years ago. 

Generally, it means betterment for Negro kids. 

It brought an end to years and years of cuUural deprivation. 

Progress. 

I think that this is the most wonderful chance for betterment, 

in every way that we ever had. 

Education is a key to life. Now our children have a chance 

to get that key. 

About 5, or 11.11 per cent, of the interviewees did not have the 

opinion that desegregation meant progress forNegroes. Their views are 

represented below: 

It was a good intention. But integration, you got to have it 

in your heart and not just say it. Maybe some good will come 



of it, but I doubt it. 

Less opportunity. 

Not the best thing for Negroes ••• 

It has not meant progress nor help. Rather, it has hurt the 

Negroes. 

Nothing 0 0 0 
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In some ways Negroes have been hurt instead of being helped. 

Now, other schools have better facilities and prepared teachers, 

but not the interest in Negro children. Remember, this means 

something too. 

Eight, or 17.78 per cent, of the interviewees expressed opinions 

on what "desegregation has meant to Negroes," which could not be classi

fied with either polar group of opinions previously mentioned. Several 

representative statements expressing their views follow: 

Good for us, if carried out right. 

Fine, if done right and if we are not discriminated against. 

In a way, all right, if done right. 

In some ways good~ and in some ways bad. 

If all of the problems were solved, it would be much better. 

Help for Negro students. Harm for Negro teachers. 

At least 41, or 91.11 per cent of the opinions of interviewees on 

the question of what desegregation means to Negroes, as opinions on the 

impact of the closing of the high school in Red Bird, tended to express 

feelings of disapproval that Negro teachers were not integrated with 

the Negro students. Many of the interviewees were quite outspoken on 

the issue. The following responses are indicative of their views: 

Deprived children of teachers who understood them. 



If they just had taken the Negro teachers too, I wouldn't 

have a single criticism about desegregation and what it 

means to Negroes. That's the only thing lacking. 

Do you think they just didn't think our teachers were good 

enough? All that is wrong with the whole thing is that 

Ne~ro teachers were put out. 

Harm for Negro teachers. 

Miscellaneous Items for Red Bird 

41 Interviewees 
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Several miscellaneous items were included in the interview schedule 

for Red Bird respondents as being of sufficient importance to the 

hypotheses of the study. Such items were included to ascertain the 

extent to which adults of the community availed themselves of oppor-

tunities made available by the high school. These items consisted of 

three questions. They were: "Prior to the closing of the high school 

in your community, were you enrolled in any of the adult education 

classes offered by the school? 0' 11 What are the names of the courses in 

which you were enrolled?H "Suppose a young adult of your community 

asked your advice on what would be the most beneficial or helpful course 

for adults in your community~ what single course would you advise him 

or her to take?" A report of the findings follows. 

In answer to the question concerned with whether or not inter-

viewees were enrolled in courses prior to the closing of the high 

41 The purposes of this aspect of the study were to create an 
environment for interviewee participation in the interview and to pro
vide more insight into the problem under study. 
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schoolj eleven, or 24.44 per cent, answered "yesui and thirty-four, or 

42 75.56, answered °'no"· 

In answer to the second question, which was concerned with the 

titles of the courses taken, three, or 6.67 per cent, of the respond-

ents replied that they had taken courses in sewing; one, or 2.22 per 

cent, had taken courses in cooking, canning, shop training, vocational 

guidance, home improvement, and food production; two, or 4.44 per cent, 

indicated that they had taken courses in dairying. 43 

The courses in which respondents were enrolled consisted of sewing, 

cooking, canning, shop training, vocational guidance, home improvement, 

dairying, and food production. Follow-up questions to those requesting 

the number and name of courses in which residents were enrolled 

revealed that interviewees valued the courses which they had taken. 

Also~ the fact that they were enrolled may suggest that they valued 

them. Data on Table I and Table XXV suppoft the conclusion that these 

courses were available prior to the closing of the school. And data on 

Table XXVI reveal that courses ·in sewing, cooking, canning~ home improve-

ment 9 dairying, and food production are presently available. However, 

information f:.rom intervtews revealed that the cou.rsEHs are not offered 

under an adult educat:lon program of a s,1hool, but are made possible 

through the county in intermittent workl'lhops under the direction of 

42Replies to the question concerned with whether or not interviewees 
enrolled in courses prior to the closing of the high school in Red Bird 
are exhibited on Table XL. 

43Replies to the question which asked interviewees to name the 
courses in which they were enrolled prior to the closing of the Red Bird 
High School are exhibited in T~ble XLI. 
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County Agents. Interviewees who stated that they took the courses 

under the high school program prior to its closing also stated that 

they.attend the workshops when they are held. 

Responses to the third question, which was concerned with courses 

that interviewees would advise young adults to take'I revealed that 

five, or 11.11 per cent, of the respondents would advise the following 

courses: Cosmetology, vocational guidance, English, health, and 

cooking. Four, or 8.89 per cent, of the respondents stated that they 

would advise young adults to take courses in mathematics. Three, or 

6.67 per cent, of the respondents stated that they would advise young 

adults to take courses in food production, sewing, and home improvement. 

Courses in shop training received the highest number of responses. 

Seven, or 15.55 per cent, of the respondents answered that they would 

advise young adults to take courses in shop training. The listing of 

these courses by the interviewees could suggest that the courses have 

44 
relevance for the adult population of Red Bird. 

Report of Findings on School Related Services and Activities 

Offered in Chandler One Year Prior to the Closing of 

the Negro High School 

As was found .in Red Bird, several of the items in the six areas of 

the study were fouri~ 'to be available to adults of the Negro community 

of Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro high school. 

The reports of the responses to the two questionnaires, the in-

formal interviews, and the interview schedule used for the inquiries 

44Replies to the question on courses interviewees would advise 
young adults to take are listed on Table XLII. 
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into the services and activities available in the Negro community of 

Chandler one year prior to the closing of the school follow. 

Adult Education 

One area of services and activities found to be available in the 

Negro community of Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro 

l1-5 
high school was that of adult education. It was also found that 

several of the interviewees participated in some of the adult education 

courses offered at the time. The following table indicates the number. 

of adults who stated that they were able to participate in such courses. 

TABLE XIII 

INTERVIEWEES' PARTICIPATION IN ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 
ONE YEAR PRIOR TO THE CLOSING OF THE NEGRO HIGH 

SCHOOL IN CHANDLER46 

Adult Education Courses 

Sewing 
Cooking 
Canning 
Shop Training 
Vocational Guidance 
Home Improvement 
Dairying 
Food Production 

Number 

2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 

Per Cent 

4.17 
4.17 
6.25 
2.08 
2.08 
6.25 
2.08 
2.08 

45A complete report of data on the availability of adult education 
courses prior to the closing of the Negro high school in Chandler 
appears on Table XLIII. 

46Information for this aspect of the study was obtained through 
interviews with residents. 
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Information presented in the above table was obtained through 

interviews with Negro residents of Chandler. This aspect of the inter-

view was done as a follow-up of responses secured through the first 

questionnaire. The information obtained through interviews shows that 

several courses were available to Negroes of Chandler one year prior 

to the closing of the Negro high schoolo 

The table indicates that courses in sewing, cooking, canning, shop 

training, vocational guidance, home improvement, dairying and food pro-

duction were available. Courses which were not available were in math-

ematics, English, history, health, arts and crafts, and government. 

Recreational Activities 

Recreational activities were found to comprise a second area of 

services and activities available to Negro adults of Chandler one year 

prior to the closing of the high schooi. 47 As in the area of adult 

education courses, it was found that several interviewees participated 

in some of the activities which·were available at the time. The follow-

ing table indicates the activities and the number and percentage of 

interviewees who said they participated. 

Information found on Table XIV was secured through interviews with 

residents of Chandler. This aspect of the interview was used as a 

follow-up of the second questionnaire. 

Table XIV indicates that the following recreational activities 

were available at the time: Opportunities to engage in physical play 

47Table XLIII. 
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such as baseball, etc., learn to develop hobbies such as knitting, 

leatherwork and other crafts, learn to take advantage of recreational 

activities in nearby areas such as parks, etc., learn about the impor-

tance of play in the home, engage in indoor socials such as teas, 

banquets, etc., learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials such as 

picnics, parties, etc., and learn how to organize various types of 

clubs. The activities which were not available were opportunities to 

learn and play games which are of interest to adults and young people, 

learn to take advantage of seeing good movies and other kinds of com-

mercialized entertainment and learn how to play paper and pencil games. 

TABLE XIV 

INTERVIEWEES' PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL-RELATED RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
ONE YEAR PRIOR TO THE CLOSING OF SHE NEGRO HIGH SCHOOL 

IN CHANDLER4 

Recreational Activities 

"Engage in physical play such as baseball, etc. 
Learn to develop hobbies such as knitting, 

leatherwork, and other cratts 
Learn to take advantage of recreational activi~ 

ties in nearby areas such as parks, etc. 
Learn about the importance of play in the home 
Engage in indoor socials such as teas, banquets, 

etc. 
Learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials such 

as picnics, parties, etc. 
Learn how to organize various types of clubs 

48 Interviews with residents. 

Number Per Cent 

1 2.08 

2 4.17 

2 4.17 
5 10.42 

3 6.25 

5 10.42 
3 6.25 
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Civic Activities 

Just as was observed in the areas of adult education and recrea-

tional activities, some civic activities were found to be available to 

Negro adults of Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro 

high schoo1. 49 It should be mentioned that these activities were not 

formally organized, but were of an informal nature such as a school 

would make available to citizens of a community. Also, it was found 

that some of the interviewees indicated that they were able to partici-

pate in several of the civic activities which were available at the 

time. The following table indicates such activities. 

Table XV indicates that the following school related civic activi-

ties were available to Negro adults of Chandler one year prior to the 

closing of the Negro high school: Opportunities to learn how to 

register to vote, why one should vote, how to vote, about issues on 

which to vote, the basic rights of citizens, about the benefits of 

government, the importance of being good, loyal American citizens, the 

privileges of being citizens of a democratic country, about the serious 

problems facing the community, state, nation, and the world, about 

national holidays and what they mean to the American people, how to 

save the land and other natural resources and how to use clubs and 

other organizations to which one belongs to meet community needs. The 

only school related civic activity not available to Negro adults of 

Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro high school was the 

opportunity to learn how to keep up with the latest news on community, 

state, national, and world affairs. 

49Table, XLIII. 
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TABLE XV 

INTERVIEWEES' PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL-RELATED CIVIC ACTIVITIES 
ONE YEAR PRIOR TO THE CLOSING OF THE 

NEGRO HIGH SCHOOL IN CHANDLER50 

Civic Activities 

Learn how to register to vote 
Learn why one should vote 
Learn how to vote 
Learn about issues on which to vote 
Learn the basic rights of citizens 
Learn about the benefits of government 
Learn the importance of being good, loyal 

American citizens 
Learn the privileges of being citizens of a 

democratic country 
Learn about the serious problems facing the 

community, state, nation, and the world 
Learn about national holidays and what they mean 

to the American people 
Learn how to save the land and other natural 

resources 
Learn how to use clubs and other organizations 

to which one belongs to meet community needs 

Health Services and Activities 

Number Per Cent 

2 4.17 
3 6.25 
3 6.25 

10 20.83 
10 20.83 

7 14.58 

3 6.25 

5 10.42 

5 10.42 

3 6.25 

6 12.50 

5 10.42 

Another area of school related services and activities found to be 

available to Negro adults of Ch~ndler one year prior to the closing of 

the Negro high school was that of health services and activities. 51 

Some of these services and activities were offered in formal courses 

through the county agents and instructors of vocational agriculture and 

50interviews with residents. 

51Table XLIII. 
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home economics, and others were offered informally by county agencies 

under the auspices of the high school, according to interviewees. The 

following table indicates the school related services and activities in 

which interviewees stated that they were able to participate one year 

prior to the closing of the Negro high school. 

TABLE XVI 

INTERVIEWEES' PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL RELATED HEALTH ,t3ERVICES 
AND .A.CTIVITES ONE YEAR PRIOR TO THE CLOSING 

OF THE NEGRO HIGH SCHOOL IN CHANDLER52 

Health Services and Activities 

Learn how to plan meals 
Discuss problems of health with knowledgeable 

people 
Learn basic rules of cleanliness 
Receive shots for communicable diseases 
Learn first aid treatments 
Learn how to report emergencies 
Learn safety rules 
Learn how to prevent fires and other home 

accidents 
Learn how to prepare for storms, tornadoes, 

and other community threats 

Number 

5 

2 
3 
2 
2 
1 
2 

2 

1 

Per Cent 

10.42 

4.17 
6.25 
4.17 
4.17 
2.08 
4.17 

4.17 

2.08 

Data depicted on the above table were obtained through interviews 

with residents. This part of the interview was used as a follow-up of 

the second questionnaire. 

52Interviews with residents. 
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The table indicates that the following school related services and 

activities were available at the time: Opportunities to learn how to 

plan meals, discuss problems of health with knowledgeable people, learn 

basic rules of cleanliness, receive shots for communicable diseases, 

learn first aid treatments, how to report emergencies, safety rules, 

how to prevent fires and other home accidents, and how to prepare for 

storms, tornadoes and other community threats. 

Four of the school related health services and activities listed 

in the literature were found not to be available. They were opportuni

ties to learn symptoms of mental and physical illnesses, and basic rules 

for driving automobiles and for pedestrians to prevent accidents. 

Cultural Activities 

Another area of services and activities listed in the literature 

on school related programs for Negro adults of Chandler was found to be 

available one year prior to the closing of the Negro high school. This 

area was that of cultural activities.·53 It was also found that several 

interviewees participated in some of these cultural activities which 

were available at the time. Table XVII reveals the number of inter

viewees of Chandler who indicated that they were a'ble to participate in 

these activities. 

Information shown on Table XVII was secured through interviews 

with residents. This part of the interview was used to follow-up the 

second questionnaire • 

.53Table XLIII. 



TABLE XVII 

INTERVIEWEES' PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOI.r-RELATED CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
ONE YEAR PRIOR TO THE CLOSING OF THE 

NEGRO HIGH SCHOOL IN CHANDLER54 
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Cultural Activities Number Per Cent 

Attend musicals 
Learn to appreciate various types of music 
Learn about great musicians 
Attend plays (dramas) 
Learn about sources from which to obtain 

free reading materials for the community 
Learn how to use a library 
Learn about great thinkers 
Attend lectures on different issues 
Learn to appreciate different types of folk dances 

18 37.50 
2 4.17 
1 2.08 

21 43.75 

l 2.08 
1 2.08 
5 w.~ 
7 14.58 
1 2.08 

The above table indicates that the following school related cul-

tural activities were available to Negro adults of Chandler orie year 

prior to the closing of the Negro high school: Opportunities to attend 

musicals~ learn to appreciate various types of music and about great 

musicians, attend plays (dramas), learn about sources from which to 
' 

obtain free reading materials for the community, how to use a library 

and about great thinkers, attend lectures on different issues and learn 

to appreciate different types of folk dances. 

Several school related cultural activities were indicated as not 

being available for Negro adults one year prior to the closing of the 

Negro high school of Chandler. These activities consisted of opportuni-

ties to belong to music clubs, learn how to select good television 

54Interviews with residents. 
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shows, belong to reading clubs, attend book talks and reviews, learn 

how to select and read the best newspapers, how to speak correctly and 

about art such as paintings, sculpture, etc. 

Informal Influence of Professional Education Leaders 

The final area of services and activities related to the Negro 

high school found to be available to Negro adults of Chandler one year 

prior to the closing of the school was that of informal influence of 

professional education leaders. 55 It was also found that several inter

viewees had benefited from these services. Table XVIII indicates the 

number of interviewees who stated that they had benefited from such 

services. 

Information shown on Table XVIII was obtained through interviews 

with residents of the town. This aspect of the interview was employed 

to follow-up the second questionnaire. 

The table reveals that the following services related to informal 

influence of professional. education leaders were available to Negro 

adults of Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro high 

school: Assistance in understanding the law or courts, help in 

explaining important issues (problems) facing the community, state, and 

nation, assistance in making difficult community decisions, help to 

parents in the understanding of their duties (roles) as parents~ guid

ance in understanding behavior problems of young people, in solving 

personal problems and in how to get and keep jobs, help in reading 

directions such as labels on medicine, and leadership in the church 

55Tab1.e XL!!! 0 
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such as teaching Sunday School classes. It should be noted that all of 

the items listed in the literature regarding the informal influence of 

professional education leaders were available to Negro adults of Chandler 

one year prior to the closing of the Negro high school (see Table XLIII). 

TABLE XVIII 

INTERVIEWEES BENEFITING FROM SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES RELATED 
TO INFORMAL INFLUENCE OF PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 

LEADERS ONE YEAR PRIOR TO THE CLOSING OF THE 
NEGRO HIGH SCHOOL IN CHANDLER56 

Informal Influence of Professional 
Education Leaders 

Assistance in understanding the law or courts 
Help in explaining important issues (problems) 

facing the community, state, and nation 
Assistance in making difficult community decisions 
Help to parents in the understanding of their 

duties (roles) as parents 
Guidance in understanding the behavior problems of 

young people 
Guidance in solving personal problems 
Guidance in how to get and keep jobs 
Help in reading directions such as labels on 

medicine 
Leadership in the church such as teaching Sunday 

School classes 

Number 

1 

3 
2 

5 

5 
3 
1 

2 

13 

Per Cent 

2.08 

6.25 
4.17 

10.42 

10.42 
6.25 
2.08 

4.17 

27.08 

In summary, the following adult education courses were found to be 

available to Negro adults of Chandler one year prior to the closing of 

the Negro high school: Sewing, cooking, canning, shop training~ 

56Interviews with residents. 



vocational guidance, home improvement, dairying and food production. 

Recreational activities found to be available to Negro adults of 

Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro high school were 

opportunities to engag.~ in physical play such as baseball~ etc., learn 
. \ \ 

to develop hobbies such as knitting, leatherwork and other crafts, take 

advantage of recreatiorlal activities in nearby areas such as parks, 

etc., and about the importance of play in the home, engage in indoor 

socials such as teas, banquets, etc., learn to plan and carry out out-

door socials such as picnics, parties, etc., and how to organize vari-

ous types of clubs. 

The following civic activities were found to be available to Negro 

adults of Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro high 

school: Opportunities to learn how to register to vote, why, one should 

vote, how to vote, about issues on which to vote, the basic rights of 

citizens, about the benefits of government, the importance of. being 

good, loyal American citizens, the privileges of being citizens of a 

democratic country, about the serious problems facing the community, 

state, nation,and the world, about national holidays and what they mean 

to the American people, how to save the land and other natural re-

sources, and how to use clubs and other organizations to which one 

belongs to meet community needs. 

Health services and activities found to be available to Negro 

adults of Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro high 

school were opportunities to learn how to plan meals, discuss problems 

of health with knowledgeable people, basic rules of cleanliness, re-

ceive shots for communicable diseases, learn first aid treatments, how 

to report emergencies, safety rules, how to prevent accidents and fires 
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in the home and how to prepare for storms, tornadoes, and other commu

nity threats. 

It was found that the following cultural activities were available 

to Negro adults of Chandler at the time: Opportunities to attend 

musicals, learn to appreciate various types of music and about great 

musicians, attend plays (dramas), learn about sources from which to get 

free reading materials for the community, how to use a library and 

about great thinkers, attend lectures on different issues, and learn to 

appreciate different types of folk dances. 

Services and activities related to informal influence of profes

sional education leaders found to be available to Negro adults of 

Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro high school are as 

follows: Assistance in understanding the law or courts, help in ex

plaining important issues (problems) facing the community, state, and 

nation, assistance in making difficult community decisions, help to 

parents in the understanding of their duties (roles) as parents, guid

ance in understanding behavior problems of young people, in solving 

personal problems and in how to get and keep jobs, help in reading 

directions such as labels on medicine and leadership in the church such 

as teaching Sunday School classes. 

Report of Responses on Programs of Services and Activities 

Presently Available to Negro Adults of Chandler 

Adult Education Courses 

As was found in Red Bird, several courses in adult education were 
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found to be presently available to Negro adults of Chandler. 57 It was 

also found that several interviewees are presently participating in 

some of these courses. 

TABLE XIX 

INTERVIEWEES PRESENTLY PARTICIPAT~NG IN ADULT EDUCATION 
COURSES IN CHANDLER58 

Adult Education Courses 

Sewing 
Cooking 
Canning 
Shop Training . 
Vocational Guidance 
Home Improvement 
Dairying 
Food Production 

•Business Administration (general) 
*Human Resource Development 
*General Agriculture 

Number 

5 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
1 
5 
3 
1 
4 

*Courses which were not listed on the interview schedule. 

Per Cent 

10.42 
6.2; 
6.25 
6.25 
4.17 
6.25 
2.08 

10.42 
6.25 
2.08 
8.34 

Information presented in the above table was obtained through 

interviews with residents, including the Superintendent of Schools and 

the Oklahoma State University Extension Service Director and Vocational 

Agent of Lincoln County. The interview was done as a follow-up of 

responses secured through the second questionnaire. 

The chart indicates that courses in sewing, cooking, canning, shop 

training, vocational guidance, home improvement, dairying, food 

57Table XLIV. 

58Interviews with residents. 



production, business administration (general), human resource develop-· ,. 

ment and general agriculture are presently available to Negro adults of 

Chandler. The courses are sponsored by Lincoln County and the Office 

of :Economic Opportunity and are directed by the County Extension Agent. 

Courses in sewing, cooking, canning, shop, vocational guidance, home 

improvement, dairying, and food production have been sponsored by the 

county for over twenty years. Courses in business administration, 

human resource development have been sponsored by the Office of Economic 

Opportunity for less than about two years. 

Courses which were not found to be presently available to Negro 

adults of Chandler were mathematics, English, history, health, arts and 

crafts and government. However, several basic courses in adult educa-

tion were offered (beginning the second semester of 1966-1967) but were 

discontinued at the end of the semester because of the lack of .. . 

attendance.59 

Recreational Activities 

Recreational activities were found to compri~e an area of services 
;,. , 60 

and activities :presently available to Negro adults'of Chandler. 

Further, it was found that several of the residents are presently par-

ticipating in suoh activities. Table XX reveals the number of inter-

viewees who indicated that they are able to participate in these 

activities. 

59Interview with the Superintendent of Schools and the County 
Agent. 

60Table XLIV. 
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TABLE XX 

INTERVIEWEES PRESENTLY PARTICIPATING6IN RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
IN CHANPLER 1 

Recreational Activities 

Engage in physical play such as baseball, etc. 
Learn to take advantage of recreational activities 

in nearby areas such as parksj etc. 
Learn about the importance of play in the home 
Engage in indoor socials such as teas, banquets, 

etc. 
Learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials such 

as picnics, parties, etc. 

Number 

1 

3 
2 

3 

1 

Per Cent 

2.08 

6.25 
4.17 

6.25 

2.08 

As in the area of adult education courses, information presented 

in the above table was obtained through interviews with residents of 

the community. This aspect of the interview was done as a follow-up of 

the second questionnaire. 

The table indicates that the following recreational activities are 

presently available to Negro adults of Chandler: Opportunities to 

engage in physical play such as baseball 9 etc., learn to take advantage 

of recreational activities in nearby areas such as parks, etc., and 

about the importance of play in the home, engage in indoor socials such 

as teas 9 banquets, etc., and learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials 

such as picnics, parties, etc. The activities have been sponsored by 

the various clubs of the Negro community and by the several schools of 

the city for about twelve years. 

Five recreational activities listed in the literature were 

61Interviews with residents. 



indicated by interviewees as not being presently available. They were 

opportunities to learn and play games which are of interest to adults 

and young people, learn to develop hobbies such as knitting, leather-

work and other crafts, how to organize various types of clubs, take 

advantage of seeing good movies and other kinds of commercialized 

entertainment and how to play paper and pencil games. 

Qivic Activities 

Civic activities were found to comprise another area of services 

and activities which are presently available to Negro adults of 

62 Chandler. Also, several of the interviewees reported that they are 

presently able to participate in some of these activities. The follow-

ing table indicates the number of civic activities in which interviewees 

stated that they presently participate. 

Information presented in Table XXI was secured through interviews 

with residents of the area. This part of the interview was employed as 

a follow-up .of the second questionnaire. 

According to the data shown in the table, the following ci vie activities 

are participated in by Negro residents: Opportunities to learn how to register 

to vote, why one should vote, how to vote, about the benefits of govern-

ment, about the importance of being good, loyal American citizens, the 

privileges of being citizens of a democratic country, about national 

holidays and what they mean to American people and how to save the land 

and other natural resources. The services and activities are sponsored 

by the political parties (Democratic and Republican), and Lincoln County 

62 Table XLIV. 
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through extension agents. The number of years these activities have 

been available was not established. However, interviewees indicated 

that most of these (especially those involved with voting) are available 

during election seasons and are not offered regularly. 

TABLE XXI 

INTERVIEWEES PRESENTLY PARTICIPATING IN CIVIC ACTIVITIES 
IN CHANDLER63 

Civic Activities Number Per Cent 

Learn how to register to vote 
Learn why one should vote 
Learn how to vote 
Learn about the benefits of government 
Learn about the importance of being good, 

loyal American citizens 
Learn the privileges of being citizens of 

a democratic country 
Learn about national holidays and what they 

mean to the American people 
Learn how to save the land and other natural 

resources 

5 10.42 
5 10.42 
4 8.34 
3 6.25 

2 4.17 

3 6.25 

3 6.25 

6 12.50 

Civic activities which are not presently available are opportuni-

ties to learn about issues on which to vote, the basic rights of 

citizens, about the serious problems facing the community, state, 

nation, and the world, how to keep up with the latest news on community, 

state, national, and world affairs, and how to use clubs and other or-

ganizations to which one belongstomeet community needs. 

63rnterviews with residents. 



Health Services and Activities 

Some of the health services and activities listed in the litera

ture were found to be presently available to Negro adults of Chandler. 64 

It was likewise found that several interviewees indicated that they 

participate in these services and activities. The services and activi-

ties are listed in the table which appears below. 

TABLE XXII 

INTERVIEWEES PRESENTLY PARTICIPATING IN6HEALTH SERVICES AND 
ACTIVITIES IN CHANDLER 5 

Health Services and Activities 

Learn how to plan meals 
Discuss the problems of health with knowledgeable 

people 
Learn basic rules of cleanliness 
Learn symptoms of physical illness 
Receive shots for communicable diseases 
Learn first aid treatments 
Learn how to report emergencies 
Learn safety rules 
Learn how to prevent fires and other home 

accidents 
Learn how to prepare for storms, tornadoes, and 

other community threats 

Number Per Cent 

6 12 • .50 

2 4.17 
.5 10.42 
1 2.08 
4 8.34 
2 4.17 
l 2.08 
2 4.17 

2 4.17 

l 2.08 

Information presented on the above table was obtained through 

interviews with residents. This aspect of the interview was used as a 

64Table XLIV. 

65Interviews with residents. 
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follow-up to the second questionnaire. 

Items shown by the table to be presently available to Negro adults 

of Chandler are opportunities to learn how to plan meals, discuss the 

problems of health with knowledgeable people, learn basic rules of 

cleanliness and symptoms of physical illness, receive shots for commu-

nicable diseases, learn first aid treatments, how to report emergencies, 

safety rules, how to prevent accidents and fires at home, and how to pre

pare for storms, tornadoes, and other community threats. The services 

and activities are sponsored by the various institutions and facilities 

of the town and Lincoln County. The services and activities have been 

available for more than twenty years. 

Health services and activities which were not found to be presently 

available to Negro adults of Chandler were opportunities to learn 

symptoms of mental 1llness9 basic rules of driving automobiles, and 

basic rules for pedestrians to prevent accidents. 

Cultural Activities 

Another area of services and activities listed in the literature 

as being presently available to Negro adults of Chandler is that of 

cultural aotivities, 66 It was found, also, that several interviewees 

are presently participating in some of these activities. Data on the 

following table reveal the cultural activities in which interviewees 

indicated that they are presently participating. 

Information presented on Table XXIII was obtained through inter

views with residents. This aspect of the interview was used to 

66Table XI.,IV. 
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follow-up the second questionnaire. 

TABLE XXIII 

INTERVIEWEES PRESENTLY PARTICIPATING IN CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
IN CHANDLER67 

Cultural Activities 

Attend musicals 
Learn to appreciate various types of music 
Attend plays (dramas) 
Attend book talks and reviews 
Learn about sources from which to obtain 

free reading material for the community 
Learn how to use a library 
Learn about great thinkers 
Attend lectures on different issues 
Learn how to appreciate different types of 

folk dances 

Number 

5 
2 
4 
3 

1 
3 
2 
4 

1 

Per Cent 

10.42 
4.17 
8.34 
6.25 

2.08 
6.25 
4.17 
8.34 

2.08 

The table indicates that the following cultural activities are 

presently available to Negro adults of Chandler: Opportunities to 

attend musicals, learn to appreciate various types of music, attend 

plays (dramas) book talks and reviews, learn about sources from which 

to obtain free reading materials for the community, learn how to use a 

library and about great thinkers, attend lectures on different issues, 

and learn how to appreciate different types of folk dances. The activ-

ities are offered by the schools, and the County Library, and have been 

available for more than twelve years. 

67Interviews with residents. 
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Several of the cultural activities are not presently available to 

Negro adults of Chandler, according to interviewees. They are oppor-

tunities to learn about great musicians, belong to music clubs, learn 

how to select good television shows, belong to reading clubs, learn 

how to select and read the best newspapers, how to speak correctly and 

about art such as paintings, sculpturej etc. 

Informal Influence of Professional 

Education Leaders 

It was disclosed that informal influence of professional education 

leaders was another area of services and activities presently available 

68 to Negro adults of Chandler. It was also disclosed that some Negro 

adults of the community indicated that they are presently benefiting 

from some of these services and activities. Data concerned with such 

services and activities are listed in Table XXIV. 

Information found on Table XXIV was secured through interviews 

with residents. This part of the interview was employed as a follow-up 

of the second questionnaire. 

The table indicates that the services and activities (listed in 

the literature) related to informal influence of professional education 

leaders that are presently available to Negro adults of Chandler are as 
' 

follows: Assistance in understanding the law or courts, assistance in 

making difficult community decisions, guidance in how to get and keep 

jobs and leadership in the church such as teaching Sunday School classes. 

The services and activities are sponsored by the various institutions 

68 Table XLIV. 



of the county through county agents, retired school teachers and other 

professional persons of the town, and the Office of Economic Opportunity 

staff of workerso Services in this area concerned with assistance in 

understanding the law or courts are contributed by lawyers, etc., and 

have been available for more than twenty years; assistance in making 

difficult community decisions by Negro clubs have been avai.lable for 

more than twelve years; guidance in how to get and keep jobs by various 

staff members under the Office of Economic Opportunity such as the 

county agent; and leadership in the church by retired school teachers 

for which the number of years was not given. 

TABLE XXIV 

INTERVIEWEES PRESENTLY BENEFITING FROM SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 
RELATED TO INFORMAL INFLUENCE OF PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 

LEADERS IN CHANDLER69 

Informal Influence of Professional 
Education Leaders 

Assistance in understanding the law or courts 
Assistance in making difficult community 

decisions 
Guidance in how to get and keep jobs 
Leadership in the church such as teaching 

Sunday School classes 

Number 

1 

1 
1 

5 

Per Cent 

2.08 

2.08 
2o08 

10.42 

Several items listed in the literature related to the area of 

informal influence of professional education leaders were indicated as 

69Interviews with residents. 



not being presently available to Negro adults of the town. These items 

consisted of help in explaining important issues (problems) facing the 

community, state, and nation, help to parents in the understanding of 

their duties (roles) as parents, guidance in understanding the behavior 

problems of yourig people and in solving personal problems, and help in 

reading directions such as labels on medicine. 

In summary, the following courses were found to be presently avail

able to Negro adults of Chandler: Sewing, cooking, canning, shop 

training, vocational guidance, home improvement, dairying, food produc

tion, business administration, human resource development, and general 

agriculture. The courses are offered by the county through agents and 

by the Office of Economic Opportunity. 

Recreational activities found to be presently available to Negro 

adults of Chandler are opportunities to learn and play games which are 

of interest to adults and young people, engage in physical play such as 

baseball, etc., learn to take advantage of recreational activities in 

nearby areas such as parks, etc., and about the importance of play in 

the home, engage in indoor socials such as teas, banquets, etc., and 

learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials such as picnics, parties, 

etc. 

The following civic activities were found to be presently available 

to Negro adults of Chandler: Opportunities to learn how to register to 

vote, why one should vote, how to vote, about the benefits of govern

ment, about the importance of being good, loyal American citizens, the 

privileges of being citizens of a democratic country, about national 

holidays and what they mean to American people, and how to save the 

land and other natural resources. 
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Health services and activities found to be presently available to 

Negro adults of the Chandler community are as follows: Opportunities 

to learn how to plan meals, discuss the problems of health with 

knowledgeable people, learn basic rules of cleanliness and symptoms of 

physical illness, receive shots for communicable diseases, learn first 

aid treatments, how to report emergencies, safety rules, how to prevent 

accidents and fires at home, basic rules for driving automobiles to 

prevent accidents and basic rules for pedestrians to prevent accidents. 

Presently available to Negro adults of Chandler are the following 

cultural activities: Opportunities to attend musicals, learn to appre

ciate various types of music, attend plays (dramas) and book talks and 

reviews, learn about sources from which to obtain free reading materials 

for the community, learn how to use a library and about great thinkers, 

attend lectures on different issues and learn how to appreciate differ

ent types of (folk) dances. 

Services and activities related to informal influence of profes

sional education leaders found to be presently available to Negro 

adults of Chandler are assistance in understanding the law or courts, 

assistance in making difficult community decisions, guidance in how to 

get and keep jobs,and leadership in the church such as teaching Sun.day 

School classes. 

··~ 
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Report of Findings on Needed Programs of Services 

Activities for Negro Adults of Chandler 

Adult Education70 

Several of the services and activities listed in the literature on 
........... 

community programs for adults were expres'sed by the interviewees to be 

needed for adults in the Chandler Negro community. One such area of 

services and activities was adult education courses. 

Two courses in the area of adult education received a majority of 

66.67 per cent of the responses of the interviewees as being needed for 

adults. These courses were English and health. Three courses were 

accorded a majority of 64.58 per cent. Such were the courses in sewing, 

cooking~ and mathematics. Courses in home improvement and food produc-

tion were given a majority of 62Q50 per cent of the responses. 

The courses which follow continue those in adult education which 

were accorded a majority of the responses of the interviewees as needed 

for adults: Courses in vocational guidance and in government, 58.33 

per cent of the responses; and courses in shop training, 52.08 per cent. 

Receiving a plurality, not a majority, of exactly fifty per cent of the 

responses as needed for adults were courses in history. 

Also, responses were received concerning courses in adult educa-

tion which were expressed by the interviewees as not needed in the 

Chandler Negro community. These particular courses and the responses 

accorded to them were arts and crafts and canning. A majority of 56.26 

70A complete report of data on opinions of interviewees concerning 
needed adult education courses for Negro adults of Chandler is found on 
Table XLV. 
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per cent of the interviewees indicated that arts and crafts were not 

needed in the community, and 52008 per cent of the interviewees indi-
;., 

cated that courses in canning were not needed. 

Recreational Activities71 

Recreational activities comprised a second area of services and 

activities expressed by the interviewees to be of benefit and needed 

for adults in the Chandler Negro community. 

However, not all of the recreational activities concerning which 

inquiries were made were expressed by the interviewees to be needed for 

adults in that community.· Nevertheless, the following recreational 

activities received a majority of responses as being of need: Oppor-

tunities to learn and play games which are of ·interest to adults, 

ch:!.ldren~ and yo1,1th, 60.42 per cent; -.and .to :l;earn .about-.. the importance 

of play in the home, 58,33 per cent. 

Receiving a plurality, not a majority, of the responses as being 

of benefit and needed were opportunities to learn to take advantage of 

recreational activities in nearby areas such as parks, etc., exactly 

50 per cent; to engage in physical games such as baseball, etc., 45.83 

per cent; to learn to develop hobbies such as knitting, leatherwork, 

and other craft work, 43.75 per cent; and to learn how to take advan-

tage of seeing good movies and other kinds of commercialized entertain-

ment, 41.6? per cent. 

Recreational activities concerning which inquiries were made and 

71A complete report of data on opinions of interviewees concerning 
needed recreational activities for Negro adults of Chandler is found on 
Table XLVI. 
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which were expressed by interviewees asnot needed for Negro adults of 

Chandler included opportunities to learn how- to:- plan and ca,::ry out 

outdoor socials such as picnics, parties, etc. 60.42 per cent; how 

to organize various types of clubs, 58.33 per cent; engage in indoor 

socials such as teas, banquets, etc., also 58.33 per cent; and learn 

how to play paper and pencil games, 56.25 per cent. 

Civic Activities72 

Just as was observed in the areas of adult education and recrea-

tional activities, certain aspects pertaining to the improvement of 

civic life were expressed by the interviewees to be needed for adults 

in the Chandler Negro community. Some of these types of activities 

were expressed by a majority of 100 per cent of the responses. These 

particular ones were opportunities to learn the importance of being 

good and loyal American citizens and the privileges of being citizens 

of a democratic country. 

A majority of 97.92 per cent was given to the matter of opportuni-

ties to learn about the most serious problems facing the community,. 

state, nation, and the world; about issues on which to vote; the basic 

rights of citizens and how to keep up with the latest news on community, 

state, national, and world affairs received a majority of 87.50 per 

cent of the responses. Further, opportunities to learn the benefits 

of government,and about the national holidays and what they mean to the 

American people received the majority of 83.33 per cent of the responses. 

72A complete report of data on opinions of interviewees concerning 
needed civic activities for Negro adults of Chandler is found on Table 
XLVII. 
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Other civic activities which were expressed by the interviewees to 

be needed for adults in the Chandler Negro community were opportunities 

to learn how to save the land and other natural resources, 79.17 per 

cent of the responses; how to meet certain community needs through 

clubs ta which one belongs, 72.92 per cent; why one should vote, 70.83 

per cent; and how to vote, 58.33 per cent. 

The one area of civic activities which was expressed by the inter-

viewees as not needed for adults in the Chandler Negro community was 

opportunities to learn how to register to vote. This area received a 

majority of 60.42 per cent of the responses. 

Health Services and .A.ctivities73 

On the need of health services and activities for the adults of 

the Chandler Negro community, a majority of 100.00 per cent of the 

interviewees indicated that opportunities to learn safety rules, how to 

prevent fires and other home accidents, to prepare for storms, torna-

does, and other community threats, and to learn symptoms of physical 

illness were judged to be needed for adults. Thus, health services and 

.. activities were expressed to be a fourth area of community programs for 

adults that should be maintained for adults of the Chandler Negro 

community. 

Two services and activities were accorded a majority of 97.92 

per cent of the responses. These activities were to learn symptoms of 

mental illness and first aid treatments. A majority of 93.76 per cent 

73A complete report of data on opinions of interviewees concerning 
needed health services and activities for Negro adults of Chandler is 
found on Table XLVIII. 
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of the responses waa expressed for opportunities to learn how to report 
~\ 

emergencies. Other(\ll.ealth services that received a majority of the 
~\ t 

responses as being rieeded for adults of the Chandler Negro community 
\ 

were opportunities to learn the basic rules of cleanliness, 83.33 per 

cent; how to plan meals, 79.17 per cent; basic rules for driving auto-

mobiles to prevent accidents, 79.17 per cent; basic rules for pedes-

trians to prevent accidents, 77.08 per cent; and to discuss with 

knowledgeable people problems of health, 72.92 per cent. 

Cultural Activities74 

A fifth area of the services and activities listed in the litera-

ture on community programs for adults was expressed by the interviewees 

to be needed for adults of the Chandler Negro community. This fifth 

area was that of cultural activities. 

A majority of the responses were expressed for the following cul-

tural activities: Opprotunities to learn to speak correctly, 62.50 

per cent; how to select good television shows, 56.26 per cent; to appre

ciate various types of music, 52.08 per cent; and how to read and 

select the best newspapers, 52.08 per cent. 

Although not all of the cultural activities upon which inquiries 

were made were supported by majority responses as being needed, others 

were accorded a plurality of the responses as being of need. These 

were opportunities to attend book talks and reviews, exactly 50.00 

per cent of the responses, to learn about sources from which to obtain 

74A complete report of data on opinions of interviewees concerning 
needed cultural activities for Negro adults of Chandler is found on 
Table XLIX. 
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free reading materials for the community, 47.92 per cent; to belong 

to reading clubs, 43.75 per cent; to learn about great musicians, 41.67 

per cent; and to belong to music clubs, 37.50 per cent. 

The interviewees indicated by their responses that several of the 

cultural activities listed in the literature were not needed for adults 

of the town. These particular activities included opportunities to 

attend lectures on different issues, a majority of 52.08 per cent. 

The other cultural activities expressed as not needed were accorded a 

plurality of the responses. Among which were opportunities to attend 

plays, 43.75 per cent; to learn about art such as paintings, sculpture, 

etc., 39.58 per cent; to learn how to use the library, 37.50 per cent; 

and to learn to appreciate different types of folk dances, 35.42 

per cent. 

Influence of Professi.onal Educational Leaders75 

The inquiry made into the Chandler Negro community on the need of 

services and activities related to certain community leaders disclosed 

a sixth area listed in the literature on community programs for adults 

that was expressed by the interviewees to be of need for Negro adults 

of Chandler. The area was disclosed to be the informal influence of 

professional education leaders. 

The interviewees expressed themselves with a majority of 100.00 

per cent of the responses that the following services and activities 

were needed for adults in the Chandler Negro community: Help in 

75A complete report of data on opinions of interviewees concerning 
needed services and activities related to informal influence of profes
sional education leaders for Negro adults of Chandler is found on 
Table L. 
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explaining important issues (problems) facing the community, state, 

and nation; help to parents in the understanding of their duties (roles) 

as parents; guidance in solving personal problems and in understanding 

the behavior problems of children. 

Two services and activities into which inquiries were made con

cerning the contributions of professional education leaders received a 

majority of 83.33 per cent of the responses. They were assistance in 

understanding the law and courts and leadership in the church such as 

teaching Sunday School classes. A majority of 72.92 per cent was given 

to assistance of Negro leaders in making difficult community decisions. 

Responses from interviewees indicated that two other services of 

professional education leaders were needed in the community. These 

services were guidance on how to get and keep jobs and help in reading 

directions such as labels on medicine. A majority of 70.83 per cent of 

the responses indicated that these services were needed. 

In summary, adult education courses felt to be needed for Negroes 

of Chandler were sewing, cooking, shop training, vocational guidance, 

home improvement, food production, mathematics, English, health and 

government. 

The following recreational activities were perceived to be needed 

for Negro adults of the area: Opportunities to learn and play games 

which are of interest to adults, children,and youth and about the 

importance of play in the home. 

Further, civic activities felt to be needed for Negro adults of 

Chandler consisted of opportunities to learn why and how one should 

vote, about issues on which to vote, the basic rights of citizens, the 

benefits of government, the importance of being good, loyal A.merica,n 
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citizens, the privileges of being citizens of a democratic country, 

about the most serious problems facing the community, state, nation, 

and the world, about national holidays and what they mean to the 

American people, how to save the land and other natural resources, how 

to keep up with the latest news on community, state, national, and 

world affairs, and how to use clubs and other organizations to which 

one belongs to meet community needs. 

Likewise, the following health services and activities were per

ceived to be needed for Negro adults of Chandler: Opportunities to 

learn how to plan meals, discuss problems of health with knowledgeable 

people, basic rules of cleanliness, symptoms of mental and physical 

illnesses, first aid treatments, how to report emergencies, safety 

rules, how to prevent fires and other home accidents, how to prepare 

for storms, tornadoes, and other community threats, and basic rules 

for driving automobiles and for pedestrians to prevent accidents. 

Also, in the area of cultural activities, opportunities to learn 

to appreciate various types of music, how to select good television 

shows, how to read and select the best newspapers and how to speak 

correctly were thought to be needed for Negro adults of the town. 

In addition to the perceived n.eeds reported in the a'bove areas, 

services and activities related to the informal influence of profes

sional education leaders felt to be needed for Chandler Negro adults 

consisted of the following: Assistance in understanding the law or 

the courts, help in explaining important issues (problems) facing the 

community, state, and nation, assistance in making difficult community 

decisions and to parents in the understanding of their duties (roles) 

as parents, guidance in understanding behavior problems of children, in 



solving personal problems and in how to get and keep jobs, help in 

reading directions such as labels on medicine, and leadership in the 

church such as teaching Sunday School classes. 

Report of Perceptions of Interviewees on Changes 

Effected by the Closing of the Negro 

High School of Chandler76 

As was referred to in the techniques of the study, responsible 
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citizens were thought to be knowledgeable about affairs of the commu

nity related to the study and could and would give valuable information 

that would prove helpful in the solution of the problem. This was ob-

served to be true with respect to opinions on school desegregation and 

its consequences. To be reported now is information on the inquiries 

disclosed regarding matters of school desegregation and its conse-

quences. An account of the structured responses to statements on con-

sequences of school desegregation in the community will be presented 

next. 

As was found in Red Bird, interviewees of Chandler were of the 

opinion that in some areas of community life school desegregation had 

effected certain changes. What follows are opinions of agreement 

concerning areasinwhich changes have occurred. The percentage of the 

interviewees who were of this opinion and the intensity of their 

agreement are also reported. 

To the statement that the Negro high school should not have been 

76A Complete report of data on interviewees' opinions on changes 
effected by the closing of the Negro high school in Chandler is found 
on Table LI. 
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closed, a majority of 58033 per cent of the respondents agreed and 

20083 per cent strongly agreed. It seems that the prevailing opinion 

of Chandler adults was that the Negro high school should not have been 

closed. 

On the question "Since the Negro high school closed more boys and 

girls dropout of schoo1,n there was no majority of opinion. Rather, 

45.83 per cent of interviewees agreede Since this aspect of the study 

was to ascertain the opinions of adults on the effects of closing the 

school, the writer did not check school records to prove or disprove 

their opinions on the dropout problem. 

Interviewees strongly agreed one hundred per cent that closing the 

Negro high school in Chandler cut down on educational opportunities for 

Negro adultse 

The second item to receive a one hundred per cent majority of the 

strongly agreed responses was the statement that the community should 

find means to continue adult educational opportunities once offered by 

the Negro high school.77 

Two questions received the same per cent majority on the agree-

disagree continuum. The statements were 11 The Negro high school was 

adequate°' and 90 The Negro high school was inadequate.vu To the statement 

that the school was adequate (good), 29.17 per cent of the respondents 

strongly agreed, and 41.67 agreed. The interviewees, therefore, felt 

that the school was adequate. To the statement that the school was 

inadequate (poor), 29.17 per cent of the interviewees strongly 

77see Table XIII, p. 121 and Table XLIII, p. 297 regarding the adult 
education courses found to be available one year prior to the closing 
of the Negro high school in Chandler. 
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disagreed, and 41.67 per cent disagreed. 

One hundred per cent of the interviewees agreed that the Negro 

high school building should be used for a community center. 

To the statement that closing the Negro high school gave Negro 

youth greater educational opportunities, a majority of 62.50 per cent 

of the interviewees strongly agreed and 22.92 agreed. The responses 

indicate that Negro adults of Chandler were of the opinion that closing 

the Negro high school increased educational opportunities for high 

school students. 

Interviewees strongly agreed one hundred per cent that since the 

Negro high school closed, fewer social activities are available for 

adults of the community.78 

To the statement 0°Closing the Negro high school caused no serious 

changes in the community's life~ 01 a majority of 83.33 per cent of the 

respondents disagreed, and 8.33 per cent strongly disagreed. A major-

ity of the interviewees indicated that the closing of the school caused 

serious changes in the life of the community. 

A majority of the interviewees were of the opinion that young 

people do not get into trouble more since the Negro high school closed. 

Opinions were indicated by the 50.00 per cent who disagreed and the 

10.42 per cent who strongly disagreed. A majority of 60.42 per cent 

of the respondents indicated this opinion. 

Receiving a majority of 58.33 per cent of the responses in the 

disagree column, and 20.83 per cent in the strongly disagree column~ was 

78see Tables XIVj XV, and XVII~ pp. 123j 125~ and 128j respectively~ 
and Table XLIII, pp. 297-299 regarding social activities available for 
Negro adults of Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro 
high schoolo 
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the statement 1°Closing the Negro high school was the right thing to do." 

The majority of the interviewees felt that the school should not have 

been closed. 

Opinions of Interviewees on the Effects of the 

Closing of the Negro High School in 

Chandler79 

In the hypotheses of the study~ it was proposed that the closing 

of high schools in small community results in educational and social 

changes in the life of the community, and that these changes can be 

perceived by adult residents of the community. The purpose of this 

aspect of the study is to ascertain the perceptions of Negro adult 

residents on the changes which resulted from the closing of the Negro 

high school of Chandlero It was believed that such perceptions would 

be instrumental in either proving or disproving the hypotheses and in 

the analysis and interpretation of data. In order to ascertain these 

perceptions., the following open=ended question was asked the Negro 

adults of Chandler: 00 In your opinionj how did the closing of the Negro 

Bo high school affect this community? 00 A discussion of exemplary re-

sponses of the interviewees from the Negro community of Chandler 

follows. 

In reply to the question °0 In your opinionj how did the closing of 

79A complete report of interviewees' statements concerning the 
effects of closing of the Negro high school in Chandler is found in 
Appendix H~ pp. 367-370. 

Bo Because this part of the study was unstructured., responses had 
to be reported in approximations rather than in exact numbers and 
percentageso 
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the Negro high school affect this community?", about 36, or 75.00 per 

cent of the interviewees expressed the general opinion that the commu

nity has been greatly benefited. Typical replies indicating this opin

ion are listed below: 

Started the community on a new path. It slowed up for awhile, 

but now it 's gaining ground. 

Something swell happened in Chandler, we v re together. 

I didn't want the school to closej but since it did, I am 

able to see some of the good results. The community is 

really a part of the town now. We feel like we are ac

cepted as Chandler citizens, not just Negroes. 

Closing the Negro school here caused both races to be 

exposed to each other. This was good for the Negro 

community and the whole town ••• 

••• helped the community to learn the meaning of togeth

erness in education and in other things. It developed 

mutuality among the races. 

It affected the community to the point that the people 

realize that they will have to provide a whole lot more 

in order to keep the kids from leaving the town as soon 

as they finish high school. 

It figures that better chances were given to our kids, 

but not to our teachers and other grown ups. 

It helped the community to see its needs and where it 

was weak. 

I see great improvement in the whole town. At first 

didn 1 t. 
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The only seemingly adverse criticisms of Chandler's interviewees 

to the consequences of the closing of the Negro high school, and which 

were similar to those of the Red Bird interviewees, were on the issue 

regarding the integration of Negro teachers. As in Red Bird, the crit

icisms came from both educated and non-educated respondents, thereby 

indicating the depth of the feeling, and perhaps the seriousness of 

the issue. Nearly 4o, or 80.33 per cent, of the interviewees felt that 

the Negro teachers should have been integrated along with the Negro 

students. Representative responses relating to this feeling follow: 

The teachers were neglected. This hurt the community. 

It affected the Negro teachers in this community. It caused 

them to leave town for jobs, and the community is without 

their help. 

It took the colored teachers out of the town ••• This is the 

only thing that is wrong ••• 

Negro faculty members were not integrated ••• You could carry 

any problem to them ••• They understood us. Now they are 

gone. 

Only two, or 4.17 per cent, of the interviewees expressed the 

opinion that the closing of the Negro high school had no affect on the 

community. The two responses representing this view are listed below: 

It had no affect on the community. 

It is the same community, only a little slower. 

Approximately 13, or 27.08 per cent, of the interviewees felt that 

the closing of the Negro school limited the functions of some of the 

other local organizations and institutions. The following responses 

are indicative of this view: 



It is bad for the Negro church. You can't get much coopera

tion from the Negro kids now. 

The Negro school building was the only center for recreation. 

The closing of the school reduced that. 

The school building was very useful to the community in help

ing to serve as a meeting place for overflow crowds for 

churches, clubs, and other organizations. Now we don°t have 

a central building that is large enough for such purposes ••• 

We miss the school's cooperation in community programs ••• 

159 

It was the opinion of nearly all, or about 95.83 per cent, of the 

interviewees that the closing of the Negro high school affected the 

social and educational advantages of adults. Typical responses ex

pressing the opinion are as follows: 

Lessened social activities for adults. 

We miss the programs that the school had 

It took away advantages of Negro adults to learn and engage 

in social and cultural activities. However, we are begin

ning to get some of these back now~ 

It sure cut out night classes and somewhere to .go. 

• • 0 we grown ups lost • 



Opinions on Organizations and Institutions That Could 

Sponsor Needed Programs of Services and Activities 

in Chandler81 
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It was stated earlier that the impact of the changes which resulted 

from the closing of high schools in small communities, as perceived by 

adults, can be identified and used in the development of community 

development programs. The responses to the previous open-ended ques-

tion on the interview schedule identified the perceptions of adult 

residents in relation to the impact of the closing of the Negro high 

school in Chandler, Oklahoma. It was felt that responses to the second 

open-ended question were essential to the application of these percep-

tions in the development of recommendations for community programs. 

Therefore, essential to the·solution of the problem were the unre-

strained statements made by certain interviewees to the question "Now 

that the Negro high school is closed, what other organizations and in-

stitutions could sponsor programs and activities which it once spon-

sored for adults in your community?" The interviewees were asked to 

make their statements according to the six broad areas of the study. A 

summarized report of the responses in each area follows. 

Adult Education Courses 

Some of the interviewees stated that the community action programs 

through the Office of Economic Opportunity whichwere already sponsoring 

81 A complete report of interviewees' opinions on institutions and 
organizations which could sponsor needed adult education courses for 
Negro adults of Chandler is found on Table LII, p. 310 of the thesis, 
and Appendix H , p. 371. · · ·· 
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several of the basic education courses could be broadened to include 

the other needed courses. Twenty-five, or 52.08 per cent, of the re-

spondents indicated that programs under this agency could sponsor the 

courses. 

Twelve, or 25.00 per cent, of the interviewees expressed the opin-

ion that the several schools of the city, both elementary and secondary, 

could sponsor the courses. The four Negro churches of Chandler were 

suggested by eleven, or 22.92 per cent, of the interviewees as possible 

sponsors of the classes. In this area, none of the interviewees stated 

that he did not know. 

Recreational Activities82 

Opinions of interviewees on recreational activities varied, as 

they did on the area of adult education courses, on possible sponsor-

ship. Twenty, or 41.67 per cent, of the interviewees, indicated that 

the various clubs of the community could expand their programs to offer 

additional recreational services and activities for Negro adults of the 

town. 

The churches of the Negro community were listed by fifteen, or 

31.25 per cent, of the interviewees as institutions which could sponsor 

recreational activities needed for Negro adults. The interviewees 

seemed to feel that sponsoring some of the recreational activities for 

the community was a responsibility of the churches. 

Also, thirteen, or 27.08 per cent, of the respondents offered the 

82 A complete report of interviewees' opinions on institutions and 
organizations which could sponsor needed recreational activities for 
Negro adults of Chandler is found on Table LIII, p. 311, and Appendix 
H, pp. 371-372. 
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opinion that the several schools of the city, both elementary and sec-

ondary, could sponsor some of the needed recreational activities for 

adults of the Negro community. 

Civic Activities83 

For organizations and institutions which could sponsor civic activ-

ities for the Negro residents of Chandler, the interviewees listed sev-

eral of those which they had previously listed for the other areas. 

Thirteen, or 27.08 per cent, of the responses indicated that the 

schools of the city, both elementary and secondary, could sponsor 

needed civic activities for Negro adults of the area. 

The clubs of the city were suggested by ten, or 20.83 per cent, of 

the interviewees as organizations which could sponsor needed civic ac-

tivities for Negro residents of the town. The City of Chandler and 

community action programs under the Office of Economic Opportunity 

were, each, indicated by eight, or 16.67 per cent, of the interviewees 

as institutions which could sponsor needed civic activities. 

Five, or 10.42 per cent, of the interviewees indicated that Lincoln 

County and the State of Oklahoma (through county and state agents) could 

offer some of the needed civic activities for Negro adults of Chandler. 

Again, the Negro churches were suggested as possible sponsors of serv-

ices and activities for Negro residents. Three, or 6.25 per cent, of 

the interviewees were of the opinion that the Negro churches of Chandler 

could sponsor some of the civic activities needed by the Negro adult 

83A complete report of interviewees' opinions on institutions and 
organizations which could sponsor needed civic activities for Negro 
adults in Chandler is found on Table LIV, p. 311, and in Appendix H, 
p. 372. 



residents. Only one, or 2.08 per cent, of the interviewees stated that 

he did not know what institutions and organizations could sponsor such 

activities. 

84 Health Services and Activities 

On sponsoring needed services and activities relating to health~ 

several organizations and institutions listed previously for other 

areas were repeated. Thirteen, or 27.08 per cent, of the interviewees 

indicated that the hospitals and clinics of Chandler and Lincoln County 

could sponsor needed health services and activities for Negro adults of 

the community. 

The Lincoln County Health Association was listed by ten, or 20.83 

per cent, of the interviewees as an institution which could assume the 

sponsorship of needed health services and activities for the Negro 

residents of Chandler. Likewise~ ten~ or 20.83 per cent, of the inter-

viewees offered the opinion that the social action programs under the 

Office of Economic Opportunity could sponsor some of the needed health 

services for Negro adults of the town. 

Six, or 12.50 per cent, of the respondents suggested that the 

schools of the city (both elementary and secondary) could offer some of 

the needed health services and activities for the Negroes of Chandler. 

The Negro community clubs were listed by five, or 10.42 per cent, of 

the respondents as institutions which could assume the responsibility 

of sponsorship for needed health services and activities for Negro 

84A complete report of interviewees' opinions on institutions and 
organizations which could sponsor needed health services and activities 
for Negro adults of Chandler is found on Table LV~ p. 312, and in 
Appendix H, pp. 372-373, of the thesis. 
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adults of the area. 

Receiving two, or 4.17 per cent, of the interviewees' opinions as 

being some of the institutions and organizations,which could sponsor 

needed health services and activities for Negro adult residents of 

Chandlerj were the several Negro churches of the town. Likewise, two, 

or 4.17 per cent, of the respondents stated that they did not know what 

institutions and organizations could sponsor health services and activ-

ities for Negro adults of the area. 

Cultural Activities85 

The opinions of the interviewees on how cultural activities could 

be sponsored for Negro adults of Chandler varied and overlapped as they 

did on the other five areas. The following were expressed by inter-

viewees as being institutions and organizations which could sponsor 

such activities. 

Sixteen, or 33.33 per cent, of the interviewees expressed the 

opinion that the schools of the city (both elementary and secondary) 

could assume some of the responsibility of sponsorship of the activi-

ties. Two additional institutions were added to the list of sponsors 

of needed cultural activities. They were the Lincoln County Museum and 

the Lincoln County Library, both located in the town. Each of these 

institutions received ten, or 20.83 per cent, of the opinions of the 

interviewees as possible sponsors of needed cultural activities. 

Seven, or 14.58 per cent, of the interviewees felt that the Negro 

85A complete report of interviewees' opinions on institutions and 
organizations which could sponsor needed cultural activities for adults 
of Chandler is found on Table LVI~ p. 313, and in Appendix H, p. 373, 
of the thesis. 
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churches of the town could sponsor some of the needed cultural activi-

ties for Negro adult residents, and ~ive, or l0.42 per cent, listed 

community clubs as possible sponsors. 

Informal Influence of Professional 

. Education Leaders86 

Similar to those of Red Bird, Chandler interviewees expressed 

the opinion that the offering of informal services of professional 

education leaders could be provided by professional persons of the 

town. Twenty-five, or 52.08 per cent, of the interviewees stated that 

professional persons of the town (including those in all of the profes-

sions) could offer such services. Twenty, or 41.67 per cent, of the 

respondents offered the opinion that teachers of the schools of 

Chandler could offer such needed services. 

Opinions of Chandler Interviewees on What Desegregation 

of Public Schools has Meant to Negroes87 

In order to gain a broader perspective of the perceptions of the 

interviewees of Chandler on desegregation, the following open-ended 

question was asked: "What do you think desegregation of public schools 

86 A complete report of interviewees opinions on institutions and 
organizations which could sponsor needed services and activities re
lated to informal influence of professional leaders is found in 
Table LVII, p. 313, and Appendix H, pp. 373-374 • 

..... 
87A complete report of statements of opinions of interviewees on 

what desegregation of public schools has meant to Negroes is found in 
Appendix H, pp. 375-378. 
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has meant to Negroes?" It was felt that replies to this question would 

be vital to the analysis and interpretation of data gathered through 

other parts of the interview schedule. The following is a discussion 

of typical replies of interviewees from the Chandler Negro community. 

On the question, "What do you think desegregation has meant to 

Negroes?", approximately 40, or 83033 per cent, of the Chandler inter-

viewees expressed the opinion that it has provided greater opportuni-

88 ties for advancement for Negroeso The following are representative 

statements of interviewees expressing this opinion: 

More extra-curricula opportunities. Youth can participate 

in more things and can have more chances to grow. 

Better educational opportunities for Negro children all 

over America. 

Best luck Negroes have had since slavery ended. Now they 

can grow up. 

In every way that I can think of, it is better for Negroes, 

old and young. I don 9 t see how we have come this far with-

out these opportunities, but we did make some progress. 

Now we can make more. 

Good, good, good. 

Something swell happened in America and to the Negro. 

Progress. 

Advancements. Cultural development. 

It means decent jobs, decent housing, and decent living. 
I 

88Because this part of the study was unstructured, responses had 
to be reported in approximations rather than in exact numbers and 
percentages. 
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It was the opinion of approximately ten, or 20.83 per cent, of the 

interviewees of Chandler that desegregation exacts greater responsibili

ties on the part of Negroes. The following statements are examples of 

such views: 

It puts us on the spot. Now we got to make good. No excuses. 

Exposes Negro children and adults who will take it, to greater 

opportunities to be somebody. Means harder work, but its 

good. 

A chance to get ahead if we take it. 

Helps Negro children become better qualified. If they make 

use of the opportunities and get ready, they can get better 

jobs. 

About twelve, or 25.00 per cent, of the interviewees assessed the 

results of desegregation by describing it in relation to American 

citizenship. The following are excerpts of typical statements express

ing these opinions: 

Now Negroes can participate fully in American life. Now we 

are real citizens of the country. This is what desegregation 

has done. 

This right to a good education, equal opportunities for 

employment and public accommodations, and the right to vote 

are essential to American citizenship. Desegregation pro

vides opportunities to a race of people who never had them 

before ••• 

Negroes can be men and women with dignity and worth ••• 

can be respected 

To know that my country accepts me, and my other dark 



brothers, as citizens gives me peace •. You know what I 

mean? I mean dignity. I feel like a citizen. That's 

what the whole thing means to me. 

This is what was needed to help us be real Americans. 

A wonderful feeling to be a citizen. 

Approximately seventeen, or 35.41 per cent, of the interviewees 

stated their opinions co~cerning the status of Negro teachers in the 

process of desegregation. Several exemplary statements follow: 

It helped the young people, but not the teachers. This 

happened all over the South and in some other states too. 

It means much, but it will mean more to the Negro kids when 

they put some Negro teachers there. They understand the 

kids and the kids understand them. 

When teachers are completely integrated, then, desegrega

tion will be a reality. 

Without Negro teachers it is not complete integration. 

Big deal for kids but not for Negro teachers. 

Miscellaneous Items for Chandler 

Interviewees 
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As was done for interviewees of Red Bird, several miscellaneous 

items were included in the interview schedule for interviewees of 

Chandler. These items were considered to be of sufficient relevance to 

the hypotheses of the study to be included. The items were included to 

find out the extent to which adults of Chandler took advantage of the 

opportunities made available to them by the Negro high school. The 

items consisted of three questions. They were: "Prior to the closing 



of the Negro high school in your community, were you enrolled in any of 

the adult education classes offered by the school?", "What are the 

names of the courses in which you were enrolled?", and II Suppose a young 

adult of your community asked your advice on what would be the most 

beneficial or helpful course for adults in your community~ what single 

course would you advise him or her to take?tu A report of the findings 

follow. 

In answer to the first question, which was concerned with whether 

or not the interviewees were enrolled in courses prior to the closing 

of the Negro high school, fourteen, or 29.17 per cent, of the inter-

viewees answered ''yes 00 and thirty-four, or 70.83 per cent, answered 

oono" • 89 

In answer to the second question, which was concerned with the 

titles of the courses taken, two~ or 4.17 per cent, of the interviewees 

replied that they were enrolled in courses in sewing and cooking. 

Three, or 6.25 per cent, stated that they were enrolled in courses in 

canning, and home improvement. One, or 2.08 per cent, of the inter-

viewees indicated that he was enrolled in shop training, vocational 

guidance, dairying, and food production. 90 

Responses to the third question, which was concerned with courses 

which interviewees would advise young adults to take, revealed that six, 

89Replies to the question concerned with courses in which inter
viewees enrolled prior to the closing of the Negro high school in 
Chandler are shown in Table LVIII. 

90Replies to the question which asked interviewees to name the 
courses in which they were enrolled prior to the closing of the Negro 
high school in Chandler are exhibited in Table LIX. 
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or 12050 per cent, of the interviewees would advise young adults to 

take courses in health and vocational guidance. Five, or 10.42 per 

cent, of the interviewees indicated that they would advise young adults 

to take courses in home management, sewing, food production, and shop 

training. Courses in English and cosmetology received four, or 8033 

per cent, of the responses as being courses advised for young adults. 

Three, or 6.25 per cent, of the interviewees stated that they would ad-

vise courses in dairying. Courses in history and government were named 

by two, or 4.17 per cent, of the interviewees as courses which they 

would advise young adults to take. One interviewee, or 2.08 per cent, 

indicated that he would suggest courses in mathematics for young 

adults.91 

Summary of Findings 

Three instruments were used in the investigation, two question-

naires and an interview schedule. The first questionnaire was employed 

to gather information on school related services and activities avail-

able to adults of the communities under study one year prior to the 

closing of the Negro high schoolso The second questionnaire was used 

to obtain information on services and activities which are presently 

available to adults in the communities. The interview schedule,which 

consisted of structured and unstructured questions and statements, was 

used to gather information on felt needs of adults of the communities, 

to ascertain the perceptions of adults of the communities on the changes 

91 Replies to the question on courses interviewees would advise 
young adults to take are listed on Table LX. 
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which resulted from the closing of the high schools, effects of closing 

the high schools, how service~ and activities which are similar to 

those once offfered by the high schools could be sponsored, and what 

desegregation of public high schools has meant to Negroeso Further, 

follow-up questions were included in the interviews to ascertain the 

extent to which the interviewees made use of the opportunities offered 

by the former schools. The following is a summary of findings. 

Red Bird. Adult education courses found to be available to adults 

of Red Bird one year prior to the closing of the high school were 

sewing, cooking, canning, shop training, vocational guidance, home 

improvement, dairying and food production. Further, it was found that 

courses in sewing, cooking, canning, home improvement, dairying, and 

food production are presently available to adults of the town but are 

offered in workshops rather than in regular courses. Interviewees 

expressed a felt need for all of the courses listed in the literature 

concerned with adult education courses. 

Recreational activities found to be available to adults of Red 

Bird one year prior to the closing of the high school were opportuni

ties to engage in physical play, learn to develop hobbies, take advan

tage of recreational activities in nearby areas such as parks, etc., 

about the importance of play in the home, engage in indoor socials, 

plan and carry out outdoor socials, and how to organize various types 

of clubs. Recreational activities found to be presently available were 

opportunities to engage in physical play, learn to develop hobbies, and 

about the importance of play in the home, engage in indoor socials, and 

learn to plan and carry out outdoor aocials. · .A.11 of the' ·recreational ac

tivities listed in the area were felt to be needed for adults of the 
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community. 

The following civic activities were found to be available to adults 

of Red Bird prior to the closing of the high school: Opportunities to 

learn how to register to vote, why one should vote, how to vote, about 

issues on which to vote, the basic rights of citizens, about the bene

fits of government, the importance of being good, loyal American citi

zens, the privileges of being citizens of a democratic country, about 

the serious problems facing the community, state, nation, and the world, 

about national holidays and what they mean to American people, how to 

save the land and other natural resources and how to use clubs and 

other organizations to which one belongs to meet community needs. Civic 

activities found to be presently available to adults of the community 

were opportunities to learn how to vote, why one should vote, how to 

vote, the basic rights of citizens, about the benefits of government, 

and how to save the land and other natural resources. Interviewees 

also expressed a felt need for all of the civic activities listed in 

the literatureo 

Health services and activities expressed to be available to adults 

of Red Bird one year prior to the closing of the high school were as 

follows: Opportunities to learn how to plan meals, discuss problems of 

health with knowledgeable people, learn basic rules of cleanliness and 

symptoms of physical illness, receive shots for communicable diseases, 

learn first aid treatments, how to report emergencies, safety rules, 

how to prevent accidents and fires in the home and how to prepare for 

storms, tornadoes and other community threats. It was found, also, 

that the following health services and activities were presently avail

able in the town: Opportunities to learn how to plan meals, basic 
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rules of cleanliness, and to receive shots for communicable diseases. 

The interviewees expressed felt needs for all of the items listed in 

the literature on health services and activities. 

Cultural activities found to be available to adults of Red Bird 

one year prior to the closing of the high school were opportunities to 

attend musicals, learn to appreciate various types of music and about 

great musicians, attend plays (dramas) and book talks and reviews, 

learn about sources from which to obtain free reading materials for the 

community, how to use a library and about great thinkers, attend lee-

tures on different issues, learn how to speak correctly and appreciate 

different types of folk dances. The following cultural activities 

were found to be presently available to adults of Red Bird: Opportu

nities to attend plays (dramas) and lectures on different issues. As 

was done in previous areas, interviewees expressed felt needs for each 

of the items concerned with cultural activities listed in the literature. 

Services and activities (listed in the literature) related to in-

formal influence of professional education leaders found to be avail-

able to adults of Red Bird prior to the closing of the high school were 

as follows: Assistance in understanding the law or courts, help in ex-

plaining important issues (problems) facing the community, state and 

nation, assistance in making difficult community decisions, help to 
~ 

parents in the understanding of their duties (roles) as parents, guid-

ance in understanding behavior problems of young people, solving per-

sonal problems and in how to get and keep jobs, help in reading 

directions such as labels on medicine and leadership in the church such 

as teaching Sunday School classes. Two of the services and activities 

related to informal influence of professional education leaders were 



expressed to be presently available in Red Bird. They are help in 

reading directions such as lab~ls on medicine and leadership in the 
\' ; 
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church such as teaching Sunday School classes. Interviewees expressed 

felt needs for each of the listed services and activities related to 

the informal influence of professional education leaders. 

Interviewees viewed the closing of the high school as affecting 

educational and social changes in the community. It was their feeling 

that closing the high school limited educational and social opportuni-

ties for the adults of the town. However, the interviewees perceived 

the desegregation of public high schools as providing greater educa-

tional advantages for Negro youth. 

Chandler. The following adult education courses were found to be 

available to Negro adults of Chandler one year prior to the closing of 

the Negro high school: Sewing, cooking, canning, shop training, voca-

tional guidance, home improvement, dairying and food production. The 

courses found to be presently available were sewing, cooking, canning, 

shop training, vocational guidance, home improvement, dairying, food 

production, business administration, human resource development, dairy-

ing, and general agriculture. Adult education courses felt to be 

needed by Chandler Negro adults were sewing, cooking, shop training, 

vocational guidance, home improvement, food production, mathematics, 

English, health and government. 

Recreational activities found to be available to Negro adults of 

Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro high school were 

opportunities to engage in physical play, learn to develop hobbies, 

to take advantage of recreational activities in nearby areas such as 

parks, and about the importance of play in the home, engage in indoor 
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socials, learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials such as picnics, 

parties, etc., and how to organize various types of clubs. Recreational 

activities found to be presently available to Negro adults of Chandler 

were opportunities to engage in physical play such as baseball, learn 

to take advantage of recreational activities in nearby areas such as 

parks and about the importance of play in the home, engage in indoor 

socials and learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials. Perceived to 

be needed for Negro adults of Chandler were opportunities to learn how 

to play games which are of interest to adults, children, and youth and 

about .the importance of play in the home. 

The following civic activities were found to be available to Negro 

adults of Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro high 

school: Opportunities to learn how to register to vote, why one should 

vote, how to vote, about issues on which to vote, the basic rights of 

citizens, about the benefits of government, the importance of being 

good, loyal American citizens, the privileges of being citizens of a 

democratic country, about serious problems facing the community, state, 

nation, and the world, about national holidays and what they mean to 

the American people, ho·w to save the land and other natural resources, 

and how to use clubs and other organizations to which one belongs to 

meet community needs. Civic activities found to be presently available 

to Negro adults of the town were opportunities to learn how to register 

to vote, why one should vote, how to vote, about the benefits of govern

ment, about the importance of being good, loyal American citizens, the 

privileges of being citizens of a democratic country~ about national 

holidays and what they mean to the American people and how to save the 

land and other natural resources. Civic activities found to be needed 
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for Negro adults of Chandler were opportunities to learn why and how 

one should vote,.about issues on which to vote, the basic rights ot 

citizens, the benefits of government, the importance of being good, 

loyal American citizens, the pri!ileges of being citizens of a demo

cratic country, about the most serious problems facing the community, 

state, nation, and the world~ how to keep up with the latest news on 

community, state, national, and world affairs, how to save the land and 

other natural resources and how to use clubs and other organizations to 

which one belongs to meet community needs. 

Found to be available to Negro adults of Chandler one year prior 

to the closing of the Negro ~igh school were the following health serv

ices and activities: Opportunities to learn how to plan meals, discuss 

problems of health with knowledgeable people, basic rules of cleanli

ness, receive shots for communicable diseases, learn first aid treat

ments, how to report emergencies, safety rules, how to prevent 

accidents and fires in the home,and how to prepare for storms, 

tornadoes and other community threats. It was found that opportunities 

to learn how to plan meals, discuss problems of health with knowledge

able people, learn basic rules of cleanliness and symptoms of physical 

illness, receive shots for communicable diseases, learn first aid 

treatments, how to report emergencies, safety rules, how to prevent 

accidents and fires at home, and how to prepare for storms, tornadoes, 

and other community threats are presently available to Negro adults of 

the town. The following health services and activities were perceived 

as needed for adults of the area: Opportunities to learn how to plan 

meals, discuss with knowledgeable people problems of health, basic 

rules of cleanliness, symptoms of physical and mental illnesses, first 
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aid treatments, how to report emergencies, safety rules, how to prevent 

fires and other accidents in the home, how to prepare for storms, tor

nadoes,and other community threats, basic rules for driving automobiles 

and for pedestrians to prevent accidents. 

Cultural activities found to be available to Negro adults of 

Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro high school con

sisted of the following: Opportunities to attend musicals, learn to 

appreciate various types of music and about great musicians, attend 

plays (dramas) and book talks and reviews, learn about sources from 

which to get free reading materials for the community, how to use a 

library and about great thinkers, attend lectures on different issues, 

learn how to speak correctly and to appreciate different types of folk 

dances. Presently available to Negro adults of Chandler are opportuni

ties to attend musicals, learn to appreciate various types of music, 

attend plays (dramas) and book talks and reviews, learn how to use a 

library and about great thinkers, learn about sources from which to ob

tain free reading materials for the community, attend lectures on dif

ferent issues, and learn to appreciate different types of folk dances. 

Needed for Negro adults of Chandler are opportunities to learn how to 

appreciate various types of music, how to select good television shows, 

how to read and select the best newspapers and how to speak correctly. 

Prior to the closing of the Negro high school in Chandler, the 

following services and activities related to the informal influence of 

professional education leaders were available: Assistance in under

standing the law or courts, help in explaining important issues 

(problems) facing the community, state, and nation, assistance in 

making difficult community decisions, help to parents in the 
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understanding of their duties (roles) as parents, guidance in under

standing behavior problems of young people, in solving personal prob

lems and in how to get and keep jobs, help in reading directions such 

as labels on medicine and leadership in the church such as teaching 

Sunday School classes. Found to be presently available to Negro adults 

of Chandler in this area were assistance in understanding the law or 

courts, assistance in making difficult community decisions, guidance in 

how to get and keep jobs and leadership in the church such as teaching 

Sunday School classes. Services and activities related to informal 

influence of professional education leaders expressed to be needed for 

Negro adults of Chandler consisted of the following: Assistance in 

understanding the law or courts, help in explaining important issues 

(problems) facing the community, state, and nation, assistance in making 

difficult community decisions, help to parents in the understanding of 

their duties (roles) as parents, guidance in understanding the behavior 

problems of young people in solving personal problems, and in how to 

get and keep jobs, help in reading directions such as labels on medi

cine and leadership in the church such as teaching Sunday School 

classes. 

Chandler interviewees perceived the closing of the Negro high 

school as effecting changes in the educational and social life of the 

community. These changes consisted in limiting the educational and 

social advantages of Negro adults, but providing greater educational 

advantages for Negro youth. 



CHAPTER VI 

SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS OF FINDINGS 

The preceding chapter presented a detailed report of the responses 

elicited from the several inquiries into the communities under study on 

programs of school-related services and activities available to adults 

one year prior to the closing of the Negro high schools in the commu-

nities, the programs of services and activities presently available to 

adults of the communities, the programs of services and activities which 

interviewees perceived to be presently needed in the communities and 

their opinions on the desegregation of public schools and its 

consequenceso 

The present chapter is a presentation of the summary and analysis 

of findings, conclusions~ recommendations 9 the general summary and the 

implications of the findings for educational practiceo The summ~ry and 

analysis were presented in consideration of the majority and plurality 

of responses received on the items and/or questions in the several 

inquiries into the communities studied. 

The information secured through Questionnaires One and Two were 

reported in tables and analyzed objectively. Also, the information 

gathered through the structured .. semistructured interview schedule an.din-

formal. interviews was repo:r"ti~d objectiV'ely and the data were analyzed accord-

ingly. The writer felt that objectiv:i'ty, both in reporting and a.nalyz-

ing findings, would increase the val:i.di ty of the study. 
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The following is a summary and analysis of the findings on Red 

Bird and Chandler in the several areas listed in the literature. 

A Summary and Analysis of Data on School-Related Services and 

Activities Available to Adults Prior to the Closing 

of the Red Bird High School 

180 

The findings of the study seemed to indicate, quite conclusively, 

that some of the services and activities that were listed in the liter

ature on programs customarily available through and/or with the cooper

ation of the public high school were available for adults prior to the 

closing of the Red Bird high school. Also, findings seemed to indicate, 

just as conclusively, that some of the services and activities for 

adults of Red Bird that were listed in the literature on programs cus

tomarily available through and/or with the cooperation of the public 

- high school were not available one year prior to the closing of the 

high school. The following discussion presents a summary and an analy

sis of the findings concerning the availability of such services and 

activities in the areas of adult education courses, recreational, civic, 

health and cultural services and activities, and informal influence of 

professional education leaders. 

Adult Education Courses 

A study of data summarized in Table I and Table XXV reveals that 

the following; adult education courses were available to residents of 

the Red Bird community one year prior to the closing of the high 

school: Sewing, cooking, oanning 1 shop tr~ining, vocational guidance, 

home improvement, dairying, and food production. On the 'basis of data 
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presented, it was assumed that the courses listed above were available 

at the time. 

Likewise, a study of information summarized on Table XXV will 

show that the following courses were not available to adults of Red 

Bird one year prior to the closing of the high school: Mathematics, 

English, history, health, arts and crafts, and government. It should 

also be mentioned that statements from interviewees regarding the non

availability of these courses support data on Table XXV. On the basis 

of evidence presented, it was assumed that the courses were not avail

able at the time. 

Recreational Activities 

From the summarization of data shown in Table II and Table XXV, it 

appears safe to assume that the following school related recreational 

activities were available to adults of Red Bird community one year prior 

to the closing of the high school: Opportunities to engage in physical 

play such as baseball~ etc.j learn to develop hobbies such as knitting, 

leatherwork and other crafts, take advantage of recreational activities 

in nearby areas such as parks~ etc., and about the importance of play 

in the home, engage in indoor socials such as teas~ banquets, etc., 

learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials such as picnics, parties, 

etc., and how to organize various types of clubs. 

Also, on the basis of evidence presented in Table XXV and gained 

through interviews, it seems justifiable to conclude that the following 

recreational activities were not available at the time: Opportunities 

to learn and play games which are of interest to adults and young people, 

how to take advantage of seeing good movies and other types of 



commercialized entertainment and how to play paper and pencil games. 

Civic Activities 

It seems evident from data contained in Table III and Table XXV 

that the following school-relatedj civic activities were available to 

adults of Red Bird one year prior to the closing of the high school: 

Opportunities to learn how to register to vote, why one should vote, 

how to votej about issues on which to vote, the basic rights of citi

zens9 about the benefits of government~ the importance of being goodj 

loyal American citizens, the privileges of being citizens of a demo

cratic countryi about the serious problems facing the community, state, 

nation, and the world 9 about national holidays and what they mean to the 

American peoplej how to save the land and other natural resources~ and 

how to use clubs and other organizations to which one belongs to meet 

community needs. On the basis of such data, it must be assumed that 

the civic activities listed above were available at the time. 

Table XXV also pre sen ts data showing t:he ci.vfo activities which 

we:r.•e :n.ot available at the time. These activities a:re opportunities to 

learn how to keep up with the later.rt news on communit;y 9 state, national, 

and world affa:1.rs. On the basis o:f' dat;a presented in Table XXV, and 

responses from interviewees, who sta'ted that they were not able to 

participate in such aotiv:t.ties beca·ur..-1e of their e.'bsence, it seems jus

'bifiable to conclude that. they we.re not av·ailable a.t the time. 

Health Services and Activities 

A study of the data recorded in Table IV and Table XXV discloses 

that several school related health services and activities were 



available to adults of Red Bird one year prior to the closing of the 

high school. They are opportunities to learn how to plan meals and 

basic rules of cleanliness, receive shots for communicable diseases, 

learn first aid treatments, how to report emergencies, safety rules, 

how to prevent accidents and fires in the homej and how to prepare for 

storms, tornadoes, and other community threats. Conclusions drawn from 

such data are that these health services and activities were available 

at the time. 

Further, on the basis of the findingsj it must be assumed that op

portunities to discuss problems of health .with knowledgeable people, to 

learn basic rules of mental and physical illnesses~ for driving auto

mobiles, and pedestrians were not available at the time. 

Cultural Activities 

It seems evident from data shown in Table V and Table XXV that the 

following school-related cultural activities were available to adults 

of the Red Bi:rd commun:i'ty one year prior to the closing of the high 

school.: Opportunities to attend musicals, learn to app:rec::d.ate various 

types of music and a'bout great musicians, attend plays (dramas) and 

book talks and reviews, learn about sources from which to obtain free 

:r.eading materials for the community, how to use a li'brary and about 

great thinkers, attend leoturea on different ie.HilUH and to appreciate 

diff'0rent tyiws of folk dances. From the dah. presented, there eeems 

to be adequate grounds ·to at!!ll3ume that the act:i vi t:ies were available. 

Further, data on Table XXV and information gained from interviewees 

who indicated that the activities were not available seem to provide 

adequate grounds to suppose that the following cultural activities were 
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not available: Opportunities to belong to music and reading clubs, 

learn how to select good television shows, how to read and select the 

best newspapers, how to speak correctly and about art such as paintings, 

sculpture, etc o 

Informal Influence of Professional Education Leaders 

Consensus of responses as to the informal influence of professional 

education leaders as revealed in Table VI and Table XXV seems to pro

vide sufficient evidence to draw the conclusion that the services were 

available to adults of Red Bird community one year prior to the closing 

of the high school. It is interesting to note that in the six areas of 

school-related services and activities prior to the closing of the high 

school in Red Bird, the area concerned with the informal influence of 

professional education leaders was the only one on which all of the 

items were indicated by resp~nses to the questionnaire and the inter

viewees to be available at the time. It was indicated by respondents 

to the first questionnaire and by interviewees who stated that they 

benefited from such services and activities, that they were available. 

The services and activities are as follows: Assistance in understanding 

t,he law or courts, help :tn explaining impo:i:•te.nt issues (problems) facing 

the community, state, and mition, aasi.stanoe in making di:f'f'icult commu ... 

nity decisions, help to parents in the understanding of their duties 

(roles) as parents, guidance in understanding behavior problems of 

young people, in solving personal problems and in how to get and keep 

jobs, help in reading directions such as labels on medicine, and leader~ 

ship in the church such as teaching Sunday School classes. Therefore, 

on the basis of findings, there appears to be sufficient evidence to 



assume the availability of these items. 

It was stated previously that answers were sought to four ques

tions. The answer to the first question was the primary concern of 

this aspect of the analysis. The question was 11 What were the school

related services and activities available to adults of the community 

under study one year prior to the closing of the high school?" An 

analysis of data on Tables I-VI and Table XXV shows the school-related 

services and activities available to adults of Red Bird community one 

year prior to the closing of the high school. Thus, it has been clearly 

established that school-related services and activities were available 

for adults of Red Bird prior to the closing of the high school. These 

services and activities were in the following areas: Adult education 

courses, recreationalj civicj health, and cultural services and activi

ties, and informal influence of professional education leaders. 

Summar·y and Analysis of Data on Services and 

Activities Presently Available for Adults 

in Red Bird 

The problem of the study focused on the social and educational 

effects of the closing of a public high school in a small community. 

The solving of the problem posed several questions, the first of which 

was answered in the analysis of data in the previous discussion. It 

was felt that if' de.ta answering this question were to be of benefit in 

the solving of the problem of the study, it must be compared with oer

tlltin other data germane to tlH, f!;olving of the problem. Thel!!le data wttre 

oonoe:rn11Hi with li'iervioegi iand IY.Otiviti~@l which €!lr"e p:r't,@itmt.ly ~vdl"" 

l:lble to adults of' Red Bird tl:ui t ~e dmilllll' to th® se:rvieH.1~ and 
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activities offered under the sponsorship of the Negro high school. By 

examining what was offered prior to the closing of the high school 

against what is presently offered, certain educational and social 

changes which resulted from the closing of the high school could be 

ascertained. The summary and analysis which follow were focused on 

services and activities presently available in the Red Bird community. 

A study of the data shown in Table VII and XXVI reveals that the 

following courses are presently available for the adults of the Red 

Bird community: Sewing, cooking, canning, home improvement, and food 

production. The courses are now offered under the sponsorship of 

Wagoner County through County Agents, according to interviewees. The 

courses were previously made available through 'both the county and 

through the school 0s vocational agriculture and home economics teachers. 

In a follow-up interview with the vocational agriculture agent and 

residents of Red Bird~ it was disclosed that the courses are offered on 

a county basis and are carried on through institutes held intermit

tently for adults of Wagoner County in which Red Bird is included. 

It should be noted that courses in shop training, vocational 

guidance and dairying~ which were available prior to the closing of the 

hi.gh school, are not presently available to adults of the area. Closing 

the school seems to have effected change in these three areas. Also, 

courses in mathematics~ English~ history~ health, arts and crafts and 

government were not available prior to the closing of the high school 

and are not presently available. In these areas, closing the high 

school effected no changes. 

On the basis of data reported in Table VII and Table XXVI, it must 

be assumed that the closing of the high school in Red Bird effected 



changes in the number of courses offered and in the amount of time 

which residents spend in the courses that are presently offered. Data, 

therefore, seem to support the assumption that the closing of high 

schools in small communities effects changes in the area of adult edu

cation courseso 

Recreational Activities 

From the data shown in Tables VIII and XXVI~ it was revealed that: 

recreational activities in the following areas are presently available 

to adults of Red Bird: Opportunities to engage in physical play such 

as baseball, etco~ learn to develop hobbies such as knitting~ leather

work and other crafts, and about the importance of play in the home, 

engage in indoor socials such as teas 1 banquets, etc.~ and learn how to 

plan and carry out outdoor socials such as picnics~ parties~ etco 

Evidence presented in Tables VIII and XXVI seems to be a defensible rea

son to conclude that the activities are presently available for adults 

of the towno 

It should be noted that recreational activities that are presently 

available were also available prior to the school's closingo They are 

opportunities to engage :in physical play~ learn to develop hobbies and 

the importance of play in the home~ and engage in indoor and outdoor 

socials" These activities were ca:cried on under the leadership of adult 

education teachers. Since these activities did not cease with the 

closing of the school~ it does not seem reasonable to suppose that the 

closing of the high school effected changes in these particular areas of 

recreational activities. 

Furthermore, data on Table II and Table XXV present evidence that 
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several recreational activities were not availa.ble"prior to the 

closing of the high school in Red Bird and Table VIII and Table XXVI show 

that they are not presently available. These activities are opportuni

ties to learn to play games which are of interest to adults and young 

people, how to take the advantage of seeing good movies and other types 

of commercialized entertainment and how to play paper and pencil games. 

On the basis of evidence, it must be assumed that the closing of the 

high school in Red Bird did not effect change in these areas. 

However, several recreation.al activities,which were shown to be 

available prior to the closing of the high school, were not shown to be 

presently available to adults of the town. These activities are con

cerned with opportunities to learn to take advantage of recreational 

activities in nearby areas such as parks, etc., and how to organize 

various types of clubs. Data seem to present sufficient evidence to 

assume that the closing of the high school e.ffected change in the two 

areas of recreation mentioned above. Again, the hypothesis that 

closing high schools in small communities effects change in those com

munities seems to be supported. 

Civic Activities 

Data represented in Table IX and Table XXVI indicate that civic 

activities in the areas of opportunities to learn how to register to 

vote, why one should vote, how to vote~ the 'basio rights of' citizens, 

about the benefits of go·v-ernment, and how to save the land and other 

natural resources are presently available to adults of Red Bird. On 

the basis of evidence presented~. it must be assumed that these activiw 

ties are presently available. 



Likewise, data represented in Table III and Table XXV reveal that 

each of these activities listed above as presently available were also 

available one year prior to the closing of the high schoola Therefore, 

it must be concluded that the closing of the high school effected no 

change in these particular areas. 

One area of civic activities was indicated on Table III and Table 

XXV as having not been available one yea:r prior to the closing of the 

high schoolj and was also indicated on Table IX and XXVI as not being 

presently available. The activity was concerned with opportunities to 

learn how to keep up with the latest news on community, state, national, 

and world affairs. Therefore, it must be concluded that the closing of 

Red Bird high school effected no change in this area. 

Howeverj data on Tables III, IX, XXV and XXVI indicate several 

civic activities which were available prior to the closing of the high 

school, but are not presently available. These activities are oppor

tunities to learn about issues on which to vote, the importance of being 

good, loyal American citizens, the privileges of being citizens of a 

democr·a tic country, the serious pro bl ems facing the community, state, 

nation, and the world, about national holidays and what they mean to 

the American people,and how to use clubs and other organizations to 

which one belongs to meet community needs. One the basis of data, it 

seems reasonable to conclude that closing the high school in Red Bird 

effected change in these particular areas of civic activities. 

Health Services and Activities 

An analysis of data on Table X and Table XXVI reveals that health 

services and activities concerned with opportunities to learn how to 
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plan meals, basic rules of cleanliness and to receive shots for communi

cable diseases are presently available to adults of Red Bird community. 

In fact, these were the only health services and activities listed as 

being available at the present time. On the basis of data presented, 

it seems reasonable to conclude that they are available. 

Also~ data represented in Table IV and Table XXV show that each of 

the three health services and activities presently available was avail

able one year prior to the closing of the high school. Thus, it must 

be assumed that the closing of the high school effected no change in 

these particular areas. 

Several items in the area of health services and activities were 

indicated in Table IV and Table XXV as not being available one year 

prior to the closing of the high school, and were also indicated on 

Table X and Table XXVI as not being presently available. The activities 

are as follows: Opportunities to discuss the problems of health with 

knowledgeable people, learn symptoms of mental and physical illnesses, 

basic rules for driving automobiles and for pedestrians to prevent 

accidents. Thereforej it must be concluded that the closing of the 

high school effected no change in these particular areas. 

Nevertheless, data on Tables IV~ X~ XXV1 and XXVI reveal several 

health services and activities which were available prior to the closing 

of the high school, but are not presently available. These activities 

are opportunities to learn first aid treatments, how to report emergen

cies, safety rules, how to prevent accidents and fires in the home and 

how to prepare for storms, tornadoes, and other community threats. 

Since data show that these activities were available under the sponsor

ship of the high school, but are not available at the present, it can 
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be concluded that the closing of the school effected a change in these 

areas. 

Cultural Activities 

It seems clearly evident from the data accumulated on Table XI and 

Table XXVI that only two of the cultural activities which were formerly 

offered by the high school are presenl::ly available for adults of Red 

Bird. These are opportunities to attend plays (dramas) and lectures on 

different issues. On the basis of evidence, there seems to be suffi

cient reason to assume that these activities are presently available. 

Moreover, data on Table V and Table XXV reveal that these two ac

tivities were offered one year prior to the closing of the high school. 

Cor1sequently ~ it can be concluded that the closing of the high school 

caused no change in these particular areas. 

Also 9 in the light of data presented on Table XI and 'fable XXVI, 

it may be assumed that the following cultural activities are not pres

ently available to the adults of the commun.i ty: Opporturd. ties to 

attend musicals, learn to appreciate various types of music~ about 

great musicians, belong to music clubs'l learn how to select good tele

vision shows, belong to reading clubs~ attend book talks and reviews, 

learn about sources from which to obtain free reading materials for the 

community, how to use a library~ about great thinkers, how to speak 

correctly, to appreciate different types of folk dances and a.bout art 

such as paintings, sculpture 9 etc. 

Several cultural activities were indicated in Table V and Table 

XXV as having been available one year prior to the closing of the high 

schooL Likewise, Table XI and Table XXVI ind:icated that these 
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activities are not presently available. These activities are as 

follows: Opportunities to attend musicals, learn to appreciate various 

types of music and about great musicians, attend book talks and 

reviews~ learn about sources from which to obtain free reading materials 

for the community, how to use a library, about great thinkers, and 

appreciate different types of folk dances. Inasmuch as these activities 

were available prior to the closing of the high school in Red Bird, 

there seems to be adequate justification to assume that the closing of 

the high school effected change in these particular areas. 

Informal Influence of Professional 

Education Leaders 

An examination of Table XII and Table XXVI reveals that two 

areas of services and activities related to the informal influence of 

professional education leaders are presently available. These services 

and activities are concerned with help in reading directions such as 

labels on medicine and leadership in the church such as teaching Sunday 

School classes. On the basis of e·vidence, one could assume that these 

services and activities are available. 

It should be pointed out here that the elementary school is still 

in operation in the town, and has se·veral teachers. It was expressed 

by interviewees in answer to the question concerned with the effects of 

closing the high school in the community, that the elementary school 

teachers offer some of the services which were once offered by former 

high school teachers. However, the number of leaders is much smaller 

and must be limited in the amount of assistance they can render to 

adults of the community. 
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The two items which were revealed to be presently available were 

also available prior to the closing of the high school (see Table VI 

and Table XXV). It must be assumed, therefore, that the closing of the 

high school effected no change in these areas. 

A significant factor relating to the informal influence of profes

sional education leaders is that all of the areas of activities related 

to this aspect were found to be available prior to the closing of the 

high school. Only two of these areas are presently available. Those 

which are not presently available are assistance in understanding the 

law or courts, help in explaining important issues (problems) facing 

the community, state and nation, assistance in making difficult commu

nity decisions, help to parents in the understanding of.their duties 

(roles) as parents, guidance in understanding behavior problems of 

young people, guidance in solving personal problems, and guidance in 

how to get and keep jobs. The interpretation made, on the basis of 

evidence presented, is that the closing of the high school effected 

change in the particular areas mentioned above. 

Data from Tables I-VI and Table XXV established what school-related 

services and activities were available to adults of the Red Bird commu

nity one year prior to the closing of the high school. Data from 

Tables VII-XII and Table XXVI have established what services and activi

ties are presently made available to adults of the Red Bird community 

that are comparable to those offered under the sponsorship of the high 

school. From the establishment of the services and activities which 

were offered and are offered, certain educational and social changes 

wHich resulted from the closing of the high school have been ascer

tained. These proofs of educational and social changes which resulted 
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from the closing of the high school seem t,o;,,support tthe hypot~e.sis ;.tnat the 

closing of'high schoolsi.in·i'this sma.l!l commun::i;;ty;has;b.rougnt about educational 

and social changes in the life of the community from the standpoint of 

adult education, recreation, civic, health, and cultural activities and 

the informal influence of professional education leaders. Data also 

support the hypothesis ·that the changes in these areas are perceived by 

the residents of the communityo 

Summary and Analysis of Data on Opinions of Needed 

Programs of Services and Activities 

for Adults in Red Bird 

This part of the study was designed to ascertain the opinions of 

interviewees on services and activities needed for adults of Red Bird. 

It was felt that such information would be helpful in the interpreta

tion of data from other measures and in the development of recommenda

tions for programs of services and activities which are similar to 

those of the high school. The following is an analysis of the responses 

of interviewees on needed services and activities. 

Adult Education 

Data relevant to needed courses in adult education in Red Bird are 

depicted in Table XXVII. Data show that it was the opinion of the 

interviewees that all of the courses listed on the interview schedule 

are needed for adults in Red Bird. The courses are as follows: Sewing, 

cooking, canning, shop training, vocational guidance, home improvement, 

food production, dairying, mathematics, English, history, health, arts 

and crafts, and government. 
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A factor of significance was that respondents to Questionnaire Two 

indicated that courses in sewing, cooking, canning, home improvement, 

and food production are presently offered in Red Bird (see Table VII 

and Table XXVI)o It was also mentioned that these courses are offered 

intermittently through workshops, institutes, and conferences by 

county agents on a county basis and not in regular class offerings. 

Thus, it seems reasonable to conclude that the courses are felt to be 

needed for the adults of Red Birdo 

Another factor of significance was that the basic courses 

(including English, mathematics, history, health, and government) were 

felt to be needed. The basic courses were not offered prior to the 

closing of the school, are nqt presently offered, but are felt to be 
I 

needed according to adults of.this community. 

Recreational Activities 

As in the area of adult education courses, interviewees expressed 

the opinion that all of the recreational activities were needed for the 

adults of Red Birdo A study of Table XXVIII will show that the majority 

per cent of each response was above sixty. This could imply that the 

interviewees felt strongly that these activities were needed. The 

activities are opportunities to learn how to organize various types of 

clubs, develop hobbies, take advantage of recreational activities in 

nearby parks, etc., engage in physical play, learn about the importance 

of play in the home, engage in indoor socials, learn how to plan and 

carry out outdoor socials, learn and play games which are of interest 

to adults, children, and youth, to take advantage of seeing good movies 

and other kinds of commercialized entertainment and how to play paper 
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and pencil games. 

It should be noted here that several of the recreational activities 

for which interviewees expressed a need were not available prior to the 

closing of the high school (TableII and Table XXV). These activities 

were opportunities to learn and play games which are of interest to 

adults and young people, to take advantage of seeing good movies and 

other kinds of commercialized entertainment, and how to play paper and 

pencil games. It should be further noted that opportunities to learn 

and play games which are of interest to adults and young people, take 

advantage of recreational activities in nearby areas such as parks, 

etc., how to organize various types of clubs, take advantage of seeing 

good movies and other kinds of commercialized entertainment, and how to 

play paper and pencil games are not presently available (Table VIII and 

Table XXVI). 

Also, several recreational activities which interviewees said are 

presently available were perceived as being needed. It should be re

membered that interviewees stated that such activities are offered 

intermittently and not regularly. Therefore, on the basis of data pre

sented, it seems reasonable to assume that the recreational activities 

specified by the interviewees are felt to be needed for adults of 

Red Bird community. 

Civic Activities 

Data on Table XXIX indicate that interviewees held the opinion 

that the following civic activities were needed for adults in Red Bird: 

Opportunities to learn how to register to vote, why one should vote, 

how to vote, about issues on which to vote, basic rights of citizens, 



197 

the benefits of government, the importance of being good, loyal 

American citizens, the privileges of being citizens of a democratic 

country, about the most serious problems facing the community, state, 

nation, and the world, about the national holidays and what they mean 

to American people, how to save the land and other natural resources, 

how to keep up with the latest news on community, state, national, and 

world affairs, and how to meet certain community needs through clubs 

and other organizations to which one belongs. In the area of civic 

activities, as in the areasofadult education courses and recreational 

activities, a majority of the interviewees expressed felt needs for all 

of the items concerned with civic activities. 

It should be observed that all except one of the items listed 

above were available prior to the closing of the high school in Red 

Bird (Table III and Table XXV). The one item not available prior to 

the closing of,the high school in Red Bird dealt with learning how to 

keep up with the latest news on community, state, national, and world 

affairso It should also be observed that several civic activities 

were indicated by the respondents of Questionnaire Two as being pres

ently available (Table IX and Table XXVI). These activities consist of 

opportunities to learn how to register to vote, why one should vote, 

how to vote, basic rights of citiziens, about the benefits of government 

and how to save the land and other natural resources. These activities, 

like those in the area of recreation and adult education courses, are 

offered intermittently and not regularly. Thus, it seems reasonable to 

suppose that the specified civic activities are felt to be needed by 

adults of Red Bird. 
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Health Services and Activities 

Evidence accumulated from data on Table XXX shows that health 

services and activities which received the majority opinions of the 

interviewees as being of benefit and needed by adults in Red Bird were 

opportunities to learn how to plan meals, discuss with knowledgeable 

people problems of health~ learn basic rules of cleanliness, learn symp

toms of mental and physical illnesses, receive shots for communicable 

diseases., learn first aid treatments 9 how to report emergencies, safety 

rules, how to prevent fires and other home accidents, how to prepare 

for storms, tornadoes, and other community threats, basic rules for 

driving automobiles, and for pedestrians. 

The majority in number and per cent were overwhelming. The lowest 

per cent was 820220 All of the other responses ranged from 91.11 per 

cent to one hundred per cent. Also~ each item listed in the area of 

health services and activities was felt to be needed for the adults of 

Red Birdo 

Relating data from this measure to health services and activities 

prior to the closing of the school show that eight of the services 

listed on Table IV and Table XXV were available prior to the closing of the 

schooL Also., relating data from this measure to health services and 

activities which are presently available (Table XXVI) will show that 

only three of the services and activities are presently offeredo They 

are opportunities to learn how to plan meals, basic rules of cleanli

ness, and receive shots for communicable diseases. The services and 

activities, like the several areas previously mentioned., are intermit

tent rather than regular. Therefore., the conclusion which emerged from 

this aspect of the study is that the health services and activities 
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listed above are felt to be needed by adults of the community. 

Cultural Activities 

Although the items on cultural activities did not receive as high 

a majority of the responses as did health services and activities, they 

were perceived by interviewees as being needed for the adults of Red 

Bird. Table XXXI consists of data showing that the cultural activities 

which were felt to be needed were opportunities to attend musicals, 

learn to appreciate various types of music and about great musicians, belong 

to music clubs, attend plays (dramas), learn how to select good tele

vision shows, belong to reading clubs, attend book talks and reviews, 

learn about sources from which to obtain free reading materials for the 

community, how to read and select the best newspapers, how to use a 

library and about great thinkers, attend lectures on different issues, 

learn how to speak correctly, to appreciate different types of (folk) 

dances, and about art such as paintings, sculpture, etc. 

A significant observation is that data on Table V and Table XXV 

show that ten of the sixteen cultural activities listed in the litera

ture were found to be available prior to the closing of the high school, 

while data on Table XI and Table XXVI show that only two of these activ

ities are presently available. The two activities found to be 

currently available are opportunities to attend plays (dramas) and 

lectures on different issues. According to interviewees, the activities 

are offered by the elementary school but not as regularly as they were 

offered under the high school program. 

The data presented appear to provide adequate justification for 

the assumption that the cultural activities named by the interviewees 
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Informal Influence of Professional 

Education Leaders 
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In the area of informal influence of professional education 

leaders, as in the five areas just discussed, interviewees listed needed 

services and activities for the adults of Red Bird. 

Data on Table XXXII exhibit the services and activities in this 

area which interviewees felt were needed. They are assistance in under

standing the law and courts, help in explaining important issues 

(problems) facing the community, state, and nation, assistance to Negro 

leaders in making difficult community decisions, help to parents in the 

understanding of their duties (roles) as parents, guidance in solving 

personal problems, understanding the behavior problems of children and 

in how to get and keep jobs, and help in reading directions and leader

ship in the church. 

A factor of significance is that data on Table VI and Table XXV 

disclose that all of the services and activities listed in the litera

ture concerning informal influence of professional education leaders 

were found to be available to adults of Red Bird one year prior to the 

closing of the high school. Furthe~ Table XII and Table XXVI reveal 

that only two of these services and activities are presently avail

able. They are help in reading directions and leadership in the 

church, such as teaching Sunday School classeso However, interviewees 

indicated that these services and activities are limited because of the 

smallness of the elementary school faculty, and, therefore, expressed 

felt needs for these as well as for those items of services not available. 
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According to data obtained by the several measures, it was assumed 

that Red Bird adults have felt needs for services of professional .. edu

cation leaders. 

An Analysis of Perceptions of Interv~ewees on Changes 

Effected by the Closing of the 

Red Bird High School 

Data from questions on programs of services and activities offered 

by the high school for adults in Red Bird prior to its closing, and 

from questions on programs of services and activities which are pres

ently available established the belief that social and educational 

changes did occur in the community as a result of the closing of the 

high school. Thus, the aspect of the hypotheses asserting that when a 

high school closes in a small community, educational and social changes 

occur in the life of the community was supported. 

It was also proposed that educational and social changes which 

result from the closing of the high school could be perceived by the 

residents of the community. The purpose of this aspect of the investi

gation is to present a summary and an analysis of the interviewees' 

opinions on the consequences of the closing of the high school in Red 

Bird. The data from this aspect of the study were gathered in order to 

prove or disprove the aspect of the hypotheses which asserts that edu

cational and social change in small communities which result from the 

closing of the high school can be perceived by their residents. 

The data were obtained from a structured measure which required 

the interviewees to strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree, 

or to express no comment on twelve questions or statements pertaining 
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school in their community. An analysis of data from the interviews 

follows. 

An Analysis of Opinions of Red Bird 

Interviewees on the Closing of 

the High School 
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On the question vvc1osing of the Negro high school caused no serious 

changes in the communityvs life'\ 37.78 per cent of the interviewees 

disagreed and 37.78 per cent strongly disagreed. Data seem to provide 

evidence that residents of Red Bird perceiv·ed the closing of the Negro 

high school as effecting serious changes in their community (Table 

XXXIII). 

Also, responses to the open-ended question "In your opinion~ how 

did the closing of the Negro high school affect this community?" (see 

Appendix F1 pp. 354-357) an overriding majority of the interviewees' 

responses (about 75.00 per cent) indicated that there had been ~hanges 

in the community which resulted :f'rom the closing of the high schoolo 

Data from the two measures seemed to present sufficient evidence that 

the residents' perceptions were that changes did take place. 

To the question 10 Young people get into trouble more since the Negro 

high school closed 0\ a majority of 51.11 per cent of the respondents 

strongly agreed and 35.56 per cent agreed (see Table XXXIII). Also, an 

examination of replies to the question concerning the effects of the 

closing of the high school in Red Bird (see Appendix G1 pp. 354.357) 

will show that at least fifteen of the respondents felt that the closing 

of the high school increased problems with their young people. The 
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conclusion which emerged from this aspect of the study was that adults 

of Red Bird perceived the closing of the high school as a possible 

cause of their youngsters getting into trouble. 

There was also an overwhelming majority of 48.89 per cent in the 

strongly agree and 35.56 per cent agree columns on the question u1The 

Negro high school should not have been closed. n A majority of the 

interviewees strongly agreed and agreed to this statement. Also, in 

comparison to responses of this question, and question number six, 

(Table XXXIII), it was found that there was a convergence in responses. 

Que:stion six stated that closing the Negro high school was the right 

thing to do. To this, a majority of 48.89 per cent of the respondents 

strongly disagreed and 35.56 per cent disagreed, On the basis of such 

evidence~ one may assume that the adults of Red Bird felt that the 

school of their community should not have been closed. 

On the question concerned with the high school dropout rate in 

relation to the closing of the high school, there was high agreement. A 

majority of 48.89 per cent of the interviewees strongly agreed and 37.78 

per cent agreed that since the Negro high school closed, more boys and 

girls drop out of school (Table XXXIII). Again, replies to the ques

tion on the effects of the closing of the high school in the community 

support the data on this aspect of the study. An examination of data 

in Appendix G'j pp. 39+-357 will reveal statements made by interviewees 

of the community which strongly support data yielded by responses to 

the above question. 

It should be noted that i.t was not the purpose of this research to 

determine the dropout rate of Red Bird high school students. It remains 

for further research to determine the high school dropout rate in this 



204 

community as it relates to the closing of the Negro school and desegre-

gation. The evidence here points to the fact that adult respondents of 

the town perceived the closing of the school as increasing the dropout 

rate. In this respect~ adults perceived the closing of the high school 

as effecting changes in the community 1s life. 

Data resulting from responses to the question "Closing the Negro 

high school cut down on educational opportunities for adults 11 (Table 

XXXIII)~ established the conclusion that respondents perceived this to 

be true. A majority of 55056 per cent who strongly agreed and 37.78 

per cent who agreed shared this opinion. Also, opinions of respondents 

in answer to the question concerning the effects of closing the school 

(Appendix G, pp. 354-357)strongly support the above conclusion. It was 

the opinion of all of the interviewees that educational advantages for 

adults were limited with the closing of the high school. 

All, or 100 per cent, of the responses to the question concerning 

the community 9s finding means to continue adult educational opportuni-

ties once offered by the high school were in the strongly agree and 

l 
agree columns. To the statement~ 64.44 per cent strongly agreed and 

35056 per cent agreed. Unanimity of interviewees 0 opinions seems to 

have provided adequate evidence that the adults of Red Bird felt that 

their community should find means to develop such programs. Their 

beliefs on this question were confirmed in their answers to question 

number two on the unstructured part of the measure (see Appendix G, 

pp. 358-361 ). For example, to the question 11 Now that the Negro high 

school is closed, what other organizations ~nd institutions could 

1see Table I and Table XXV for educational opportunities offered 
for Red Bird adults prior to the closing of the high schoolQ 
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sponsor programs and activities which it once sponsored for adults of 

your community? 1' It is interesting to note that a substantial number 

of the respondents felt that the community, including its various or

ganizations, should assume the lead in providing such experiences for 

its adults (see Tables XXXIV-XXXIX). However, the repondents indi

cated that they realized the financial and leadership limitations of the 

towno In this they expressed a need for help from other agencies. 

In reply to the two questions (one stated positively, and the other 

stated negatively), 10 The Negro high school was adequate (goad)", and 

00 The Negro high school was inadequate (poor)", the replies were in 

perfect agreement. A majority of 68.89 per cent agreed and 11.11 per 

cent strongly agreed that the school was adequate. Also, a majority of 

68089 per cent disagreed and 11.11 per cent strongly disagreed that the 

school was inadequate" On the basis of evidence, it seems reasonable 

·t;o conclude that the adult residents of Red Bird perceived the program 

of the high school as having been adequate. 

Data presented on Table XXXIII on the question "Closing the Negro 

high school gave Negro youth greater educational opportunities", show 

that 33.33 per cent of the interviewees strongly agreed and 46.67 per 

cent agreed. Thus, it seems safe to assume that residents of Red Bird 

perceived the closing of the high school as offering greater educational 

advantages to Negro youth. Opinions on this question were confirmed in 

the measure concerned with the question "What do you think desegrega

tion has meant to Negroes? 00 An examination of replies to this question 

in Appendix G~ pp. 362-365 will rev·eal that the respondents believed 

that desegregation has meant great.er educational advantages for Negro 

young people. 
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There seemed to be a divergence between responses given to the 

two questions discussed above and questions three and six (Table XXXIII) 

which stated QV The Negro high school should not have been closed", and 

''Closing the school was the right thing to do iv. It would seem that if 

the closing of the high school and desegregation provided greater educa

tional opportunities for youth, the answers to the two questions just 

stated would be to the effect that the school should have been closed. 

This seeming conflict of opinion caused the interviewer to ask several 

follow-up questions. When asked the follow-up question on why they 

felt, on the one hand, that the school should not have been closed, and 

on the other hand, that closing the school offered better educational 

opportunities for the youth of the community, about 78.90 per cent of 

the interviewees indicated that they felt that the school should have 

remained in the community, that it was not perfect but it was meeting 

some of the needs of adults and youth, that it should have been improved, 

and its student body and faculty should have been integrated. 

Further~ it was expressed by about 75.00 per cent of the inter

viewees that special efforts have been made by the school boards of the 

integrated schools, the county, state, and federal government through 

various types of aid to improve educational conditions in the integrated 

schools which their young people attend" It was their opinion that this 

could very well have happened in their own community" Several other 

explanations were offered for the divergence of opinions on the ques

tions, but the ones just stated seemed to be the most prevalent. 

Most of the interviewees, 68.89 per cent who disagreed and 8.89 

who strongly disagreed, indicated that the Negro high school building 

should not be used as a community center (Table XXXIII)o These 
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opinions can be explained by data gained from follow-up questions on 

why they held this opinion. All of the interviewees who objected to 

such use of the building explained that the school building previously 

used for high school purposes is now being used for the elementary 

schoolj and that if they seek to convert it into a community center, 

they might lose their elementary school. 

Interviewees expressed 100.00 per cent agreement on the question 

11 Since the Negro high school closed 9 fewer social activities are avail

able for adults of the community. 00 Table XXXIII shows that 57.78 per 

cent of the interviewees strongly agreed and 42.22 per cent agreed to 

the statement. These responses were interpreted to mean that Red Bird 

residents were of the opinion that closing the Negro high school 

limited the social activities of the community. Further, an examina

tion of the responses to the open-ended questions (see Appendix G~ 

pp. 354-357) will show that there is a convergence of opinions on the 

open-ended questions and the question just cited. Replies to these 

questions indicated that there he:1;-e been limitations in the area of 

social activities for adults of the community as a result of the closing 

of the high school. 

In summary, the opinions of in·terviewees regarding the changes 

which resulted from the closing of the high school a:re that closing the 

high school effected serious cha.r1ges in the life of the community. 

Interview materials indicated that since the school. closed, young people 

get into trouble more; more boys and girls drop out of school; and 

social and educational opportunities fo:r adults were limited. In spe

cific terms, this means that adults of' Red Bird. perceived the social 
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schoolo 

An Analysis of Interviewees' Opinions on the 

Effects of the Closing of the High 

School in Red Bird 
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The hypotheses stated that the closing of high schools in small 

communities has brought about educational and social changes in the 

life of the communities, and that these changes are perceived by the 

residents of the communitieso Both aspects of the hypotheses stated 

above have been proved by previously reported and analyzed data. The 

part of the hypotheses which asserted that the closing of high schools 

in small communities effects educational and social changes in the 

communities was supported by data from Questionnaires One and Two. The 

part of the hypotheses which contended that certain educational and 

social changes in the life of small communities were caused by the 

closing of the high schools was supported by the structured part of the 

interview schedule and the data were tabulated on Table XXXIII. 

The hypotheses asserted also that the residents' perceptions of 

the educational and social changes in the life of their communities 

caused by the closing of the high schools would'be affected by the 

extent of former community centered services and activities; the ex

isting programs and activities which substitute former high school 

related services and activities and the increase in distaxioe to be 

traveled in order to participate in similar activities axid to obtain 

similar services. The folloWing summary and analysis of interviewees' 

opinions on the effects of the closing of the high school in Red Bird 
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will show how their perceptions were affected by the extent of former 

school-related programs, existing programs of services and distance 

traveled in order to participate in similar acti'lri ties and to obtain 

similar services. 

An examination of data in Appendix G, pp. 354-357, reveals that 

interviewees were of the opinion that the school provided unity for the 

town, social and educational opportunities for adults, and services and 

activities related to the informal influence of professional education 

leaders. Services and activities indicated in this aspect of the study 

are supported by data presented in Ta'ble I-VI and Table XXV which pre

sented lists of services and activities available to adults prior to 

the closing of the high school. Also, Table VII-XII and Table XXVI 

presented lists of programs and activities which are presently avail

able. Data on services and activities which were offered prior to the 

closing of the high school and those which are presently available sup

port the data in this measure. Thus~ it seems reasonable to assume 

that the perceptions of interviewees .regarding educational and social 

changes which resulted from the closing of the high school were af

fected by the extent of former community centered activities and 

services. 

It has been mentioned earlier that some of the activities listed 

'by respondents as being present.ly available are offered by the county 

on an intermittent basis, and by several organizations of the town. 

However, an examination of responses in Appendix G, pp. 354-357, will 

reveal that interviewees perceived the closing of the high school as 

limiting the social and educational advantages of the residents of the 

community. Further, an examination of' Tables VII-XII and Ta'ble XXVI 
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will show that existing services and activities for adults are not 

adequately substitutionary for the school-related services and activi

ties prior to its closing. From the evidence presented in this aspect 

of the study, it seems reasonable to suppose that the existing programs 

of services and activities affected the perceptions of the interviewees 

regarding the educational and social changes resulting from the closing 

of the high school. 

It should be remembered that Red Bird is an all Negro town with 

310 inhabitants, and a limited number of organizations for social and 

intellectual development. The high school students must commute to 

Coweta or Porter for their education. The distances are from five to 

seven miles (see Chapter IV of the thesis). It should be noted also 

that parents who attend social affairs of the schools involving their 

children must also travel to one or the other of the towns in which 

their children°s schools are located. Thus, distance traveled in order 

to participate in similar activities and to obtain similar services was 

hypothesized as a factor which would affec·t the perceptions of respond

ents concerning the changes which took place as a relult of the closing 

of the high school. 

Several elements seem to be of significance in showing the effect 

of distance on perceptions of interviewees in regard to changes caused 

by the closing of the high school. One element is the perceived in ... 

crease of problems with youngsters (see Appendix G, pp. 354~357). The 

perceptions of interviewees obtained from this measure are supported by 

data presented on Table XX.XIII, which state that problems with young

sters were increased with the closing of the school. 

Another element to be considered in presenting evidence that 
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distance to be traveled for services and activities similar to those of 

the high school affected the interviewees' opinions on social and edu

cational changes which resulted from the closing of the school is the 

dropout rate" Answers to follow-up questions in interviews with re

spondents revealed that because the students had to commute, some of 

them did not follow through on transportation to school and finally 

became school dropoutso Again, data from this measure were supported 

by data on Table XXXIII" 

Still another element to be considered in presenting evidence that 

distance affected interviewees 0 perceptions of change caused by the 

closing of the high school was the limitations of social and educational 

advantages for adults, who must commute to nearby towns for social and 

educational services and activities commensurate with those offered by 

the former high schoolo Data from this measure were again supported by 

data presented in Table XXXIIIo Data seem to present adequate proof 

that distance to be traveled in order to participate in activities and 

obtain services similar to those offered by the high school prior to 

its closing affected the interviewees 9 perceptions of changes which 

resulted from its closing" 

An Analysis of Interviewees 0 Opinions on Organizations 

and Institutions That Could Sponsor Needed Programs, 

Services, and Activities in Red Bird 

A study of Table XXXIV will reveal that interviewees of Red Bird 

were of the opinion that the town, federal aid programs, community 

churches, the county, city, and state agencies cooperatively and local 

clubs could sponsor adult education courses. It is significant that 
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the largest per cent of the interviewees felt that the responsibility 

should rest with the local clubs and other organizations of the town. 

Responses seem to indicate that the adults of the town are willing to 

assume their responsibilities in the development of adult education 

classes. However, answers to follow-up questions in the interviews 

indicated the lack of funds among the local organizations, but that 

they would welcome outside assistance from the federal government. 

Similar to opinions on sponsorship of adult education classes are 

opinions on possible sponsors of recreational activities. An examina

tion of Table XXXV will show that community clubs and fraternal organ

izations and churches of the town received the highest per cent of 

interviewees' opinions for sponsorship of recreational activities. 

Again, it appears that residents of the town have a sense of responsi

bility for developing programs to meet their needs. Follow-up questions 

also revealed that the interviewees welcome outside aid in the areas of 

leadership and finances. 

In the area of civic activities,interviewees felt that the county 

and state cooperatively, city,and county cooperatively, federal programs, 

churches and local clubs should assume the sponsorship. Table XXXVI 

reveals that the highest per cent indicated that county and state co

operatively and city and county cooperatively should sponsor the pro

grams. It is also significant that local organizations of the 

community were listed as possible sponsors. 

Table XXXVII presents data showing that two other areas are sug

gested as possible sponsors of health services and activities, including 

those suggested for adult education courses, recreational and civic 

activities. These two areas are doctors and hospitals nearby and 
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elementary schools. 

Data presented on Table XXXVIII presents interviewees' opinions on 

possible organizatj_ons and institutions which could sponsor cultural 

activities. Including the organizations and institutions suggested for 

the areas discussed above, the interviewees added the elementary school 

and the integrated schools which their children attend. Again, local 

organizations and institutions were suggested by the majority of the 

interviewees. This indicates that the residents feel responsible for 

initiating and sponsoring cultural activities for their community. When 

asked how local agencies would finance such programs and activities, 

most of the interviewees suggested aid from the federal and county 

governments. 

Data showing suggested sponsors for services and activities related 

to the informal influence of professional education leaders are listed 

on Table XXXIX. Most of the interviewees indicated that the integ.rated 

schools which their children attend should assume some responsibility 

of providing such services. However, some felt that the elementary 

school faculty of Red Bird, and others felt that educators and other 

professional persons who live in the areas, should offer services. 

On the basis of data presented on Tables XXXIV-XXXIX, several 

generalizations were drawn. First, the adults of Red Bird hold the 

opinions that their city and its various local organizations are will

ing to participate in the organizing and developing of programs which 

will provide social and educational experiences. Second, the adults of 

Red Bird recognize their financial and leadership limitations and wel

come outside assistance in these two areas. Third, the adults of Red 
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needed for their development. 

An Analysis of Opinions of Red Bird Interviewees on 

What Desegregation of Public Schools 

has Meant to Negroes 
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Statements listed in Appendix G, pp. 362-365, will reveal that 

opinions of Red Bird interviewees on what desegregation of public 

schools has meant to Negroes were varied. Some of the interviewees 

perceived desegregation of public schools as limiting opportunities of 

Negro teachers in the pursuance of their professions. Interviewees felt 

that the closing of Negro high schools deprived the Negro teachers of 

their teaching positions and forced them to leave the community or the 

state for other teaching positions or to pursue other types of work. 

Other interviewees expressed the view that desegregation of public high 

schools means progress for the Negro students but disadvantages for the 

Negro teachers. Again~ the feeling that the Negro teachers were 

deprived by the closing of the Negro schools was expressed. It was indi

cated by some of the interviewees that desegregation of schools means 

progress for Negroes 00 if carried out right". This was interpreted to 

mean that if the rules governing the Desegregation Acts were applied in 

all instances and that if the Negro teachers were also integrated, 

desegregation of schools means progress for Negro people. However, most 

of the interviewees viewed desegregation of public schools as offering 

greater educational advantages for Negro children and youth. 

In the light of evidence indicated by the responses to the ques

tion relating to the desegregation of public schools, it may be assumed 
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greater educational opportunities for Negroes. 

Summary and Analysis of Data on School Related Services 

and Activities Available to Negro Adults Prior 

to the Closing of the Negro 

High School in Chandler 
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As was true of Red Bird, the findings of the study seemed to indi

cate~ quite conclusively, that some of the services and activities that 

were listed in the literature on programs customarily available for 

Negro adults prior to the closing of the Negro high school of Chandler 

were available at the time. Also, findings seemed to indicate, just as 

conclusively~ that some of the services and activities for Negro adults 

of Chandler that were listed in the literature on programs customarily 

availa'ble:1 through and/or W'i th the cooperation of the Negro high school 

were not available one year prior to the closing of the school. 

The following discussion presents a summary and an analysis of the 

findings concerning the availability of such services and activities in 

the areas of adult education coursesj recreational, civic, health and 

cultural services and activities, and informal influence of' professional 

education leaders. 

Adult; Education Courses 

A study of data presented on Table XIII and Table XLIII shows 

there were adult education courses available to adults of Chandler 

prior to the closing of the Negro high school. Courses which were 

found to be available were sewing, cooking, canning, shop training, 
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vocational guidance, home improvement, dairying, and food production. 

Because several interviewees indicated that they were enrolled in 

the courses and professional persons connected with the school one year 

prior to its closing indicated that the courses were available, the 

writer assumed that they were available. 

Further, a study of data summarized on Table XIII and Table XLIII 

will disclose that the following courses were not available to Negro 

adults of Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro high 

school~ Mathematics~ English, history~ health, arts and crafts and 

goYernmento Likewise, evidence seems to be conclusive enough to assume 

that the courses were not available to Negro adults of Chandler at the 

time. 

Recreational Activities 

From the summarization of data shown on Table XIV and Table XLIII~ 

it appears safe to assume that the following school-related recreational 

activities were available to adults of Chandler Negro community one year 

prior to the closing of the Negro high school: Opportunities to engage 

in physical play such as baseball~ etc., learn to develop hobbies such 

as knitting~ .leatherwork and other crafts, take advantage of recreation

al activities in nearby areas such as parks~ etc.~ learn about the im

portance of play in the home, engage in indoor socials such as teas, 

banquets 9 etc.~ learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials such as 

picnics, partiesi etc.~ and how to organize various types of clubs. 

Since interviewees indicated that they participated in such 

sc:hool-t'elated rec:reation.al a.ctivities and pro±'essional person.a who 

we:r'e employed at the school indicated that they were available, it 
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seems justifiable to assume that they were available at the timeo 

Likewise, data seem to indicate just as conclusively that the fol

lowing recreational activities were not available to Negro adults of 

Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro high school~ 

Opportunities to learn and play games which are of interest to adults 

and young people, learn to take advantage of seeing good movies and 

other kinds of commercialized entertainment and learn how to play paper 

and pencil games. 

Ci vie Act.i vi ties 

A study of data summarized on Table XV and Table XLIII reveals that 

the following school related civic activities were available to Negro 

adults of Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro high 

school~ Opportunities to learn how to registe_r to vote~ why one should 

vote~ how to vote, about issues on which to vote, the basic rights of 

citizens 9 about the benefits of government, the importance of being 

good~ loyal American citizens 9 the privileges of being citizens of a 

democratic country~ about the serious problems facing the community, 

state, nation. 9 and the world') about national holidays and what they 

mean to the American people, how to save the land and other natural 

resources and how to use clubs and other organizations to which one 

belongs to meet community needs. 

Since interviewees indicated (Table XV) that they participated in 

civic activities found to be available one year prior to the closing of 

the Negro high school in Chandler~ and professional persons who were 

employed in the school indicated that they existed~ it seems reasonable 

to a.ssume thei.t these acti'ldties were available at the time. 
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Moreover~ data seem to indicate quite conclusively that the follow

ing civic activity was not available at the time: Opportunity to learn 

how to keep up with the latest news on community, state, national, and 

world affairso 

Health Services and Activities 

Data presented on Table XVI and Table XLIII show that school 

related health services and activities were available to Negro adults 

of Chandler one year prior to the closing of the Negro high schoolo 

They are opportunities to learn how to plan meals, discuss problems of 

health with knowledgeable people, learn basic rules of cleanliness, 

receive shots for communicable diseases, learn first aid treatments, 

how to report emergencies, safety rules, how to prevent accidents and 

fires in the home, and how to prepare for storms, tornadoes, and other 

community threats. 

In the light of data showing that some interviewees indicated that 

they benefited from such services and activities and professional per= 

sons who were employed in the school indicated that they were available, 

it must, therefore, be assumed that they were available at the time. 

Furthermore~ data seem to indicate just as conclusively that the 

following school=related health services and activities were not avail

able to Negro adults of Chandler at the time: Opportunities to learn 

symptoms of mental and physical illnesses~ and basic rules for driving 

automobiles and for pedestrians to prevent accidents. 

Cultural Activities 

Information summarized on Table XVII and Table XLIII discloses 
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that the following cultural activities listed in the literature were 

available to Negro adults of Chandler one year prior to the closing of 

the Negro high school: Opportunities to attend musicals, learn to 

appreciate various types of music and about great musicians, attend 

plays (dramas), learn about sources from which to get free reading 

materials for the community, how to use a library and about great 

thinkers, attend lectures on different issues, and to appreciate dif

ferent types of folk danceso 

Data obtained from interviewees who said they participated in cul

tural activities 9 and from professional persons who were employed in the 

school at the time who stated that they were available, seem to present 

sufficient evidence that the activities were available. 

Also, information seems to indicate just as conclusively that the 

following school related cultural activities were not available at the 

time: Opportunities to belong to music clubs, learn how to select good 

television shows, attend book talks and reviews, belong to reading 

clubs, learn how to select and read the best newspapers, how to speak 

correctly and about art such as paintings, sculpture, etc. 

Informal Influence of Professional 

Education Leaders 

A study of data reflected in Table XVIII and Table XLIII shows 

that all of the services and activities listed in the literature con

cerned with the informal influence of professional education leaders 

were available to Negro adults of Chandler one year prior to the 

closing of the Negro high school. These services and activities con

sisted of the following: Assistance in understanding the law or courts 
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help :i.n explaining important issues (problems) facing the community, 

state, and nation~ assistance (to Negroes) in making difficult Negro 

community decisions, help to parents in the understanding of their 

duties (roles) as parents, guidance in understanding behavior problems 

of' young people, in solving personal problems, and in how to get and 

keep jobs, help in reading directions, and leadership in the church 

such as teaching Sunday School classes. 

Since interviewees indicated that they benefited from services and 

activities related to informal influence of professional education 

leaders and professional persons employed in the school one year prior 

to its closing also indicated their availability, the data must be in

terpreted to mean that the services and activities were available. 

In summary~ it seems that data from Tables XIII-XVIII and Table 

XLIII ha.ve clearly shown that certain school-related services and activi

ties were available to Negro adults of Chandler one year prior to the 

closing of the Negro high school and certain ones were not. These serv

ices and activities were the following areas: Adult education classes, 

recreational, civic, health, and cultural services and activities, and 

informal influence of professional education leaders. Therefore, on 

the basis of data presented, it must be concluded that certain services 

and activities related to informal influence of professional education 

leaders were available, and certain ones were not available to Negro 

adults of the community one year prior to the closing of the Negro high 

school. 
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The problem of the study focused on the social and educational 

effects of the closing of the public high school in a small community. 

The solving of the problem posed several questions~ the first of which 

was answered in the analysis of data in the previous discussion. The 

writer felt that if data answering this question were to be of benefit 

in the solving of the problem of the study, it must be related to cer

tain other data necessary to the solving of the problemo These data 

were concerned with what services and activities are presently made 

available to Negro adults of Chandler that are similar to the services 

and activities offered under the sponsorship of the Negro high school. 

By examining what was offered prior to the closing of the Negro high 

school against what is presently offered in the Negro community~ certain 

educational and social changes which resulted from the closing of the 

Negro high school could be ascertained. The summary and analysis which 

follow were focused on services and activities presently available to 

Negro adults of Chandlero 

Adult Education Courses 

From the data shown on Table XIX and Table XLIV~ it was revealed 

that the following adult education courses are presently available to 

Negro adults of Chandler: Sewing 5 cooking, canning~ shop training~ 

vocational guidance 5 home improvement~ dairying~ food production~ busi

ness administration~ human resource development and general agricultureo 

It should be noted that several of the courses listed above were not 
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listed in the literature. These courses are business administration, 

human resource development 1 and general agriculture. These courses 

have been added since 19660 Other courses listed as being presently 

available are offered through intermittent workshops, institutes and 

conferences under the Office of Economic Opportunity through its several 

aspects of community action programs and Lincoln County and are not 

formal courses as they were prior to the closing of the Negro high 

schoolo 

However~ on the basis of data presented by interviewees who said 

that they are presently participating in these courses and professional 

persons who are presently employed by the sponsoring agencies who said 

that the opportunities are available, it must be assumed that they are. 

Data also reveal that the fol.lowing courses are not presently 

available to Negro adults of Chandler: Mathematics, English, history, 

health~ arts and crafts'land government. Since these courses were not 

available prior to the closing of the high school and are not presently 

available 9 it can be assumed that the closing of the Negro high school 

effected no change in these particular areas. 

It was mentioned earlier that basic courses in mathematics, English, 

and science adult education were offered the second semester of 1966-

1967~ but were discontinued at the end of the semester because of the 

lack of attendanceo At the time when this investigation was made, the 

semester had just ended. 

According to professional education leaders of Chandler, about 40 

persons enrolled for the courses (mostly Negroes) but only four finished. 

As a follow-up to this information~ the writer asked several interviewees 

if they took the courses. Two indicated that they enrolled, but had to 
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drop out because they had problems which demanded that they do so, five 

stated that they were not knowledgeable of the availability of the 

courses~ four indicated that they were aware of the availability of the 

courses but were not able to enroll because of physical or other per~ 

sonal reasons~and three indicated that they were aware of the availabil

ity of the courses but that they just did not take advantage of the 

opportunity. 

Recreational Activities 

It seems evident from data summarized in Table XX and Table XLIV 

that the following recreational activities are presently available to 

Negro adults of Chandler: Opportunities to engage in physical play such 

as baseball, etc., learn to take advantage of recreational activities in 

nearby areas such as parks, etc., and about the importance of play in 

the home~ engage in indoor socials such as teas, banquets, etc., and 

learn how to plan and carry out outdoor socials such as picnics, 

parties, etc. 

Since interviewees indicated that they are presently participating 

in the recreational activities listed above, and certain leaders of the 

community stated that they are availablej the assumption that they are 

presently available seems to be well-founded. 

All of the school-related recreational activities listed above as 

presently available were also available prior to the closing of the 

Negro high school. Therefore, in these particular areas, it seems 

logical to conclude that the closing of the Negro high school effected 

no change in these particular areas. 

However~ two areas of school-related recreational activities found 
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to be available one year prior to the closing of the Negro high school 

(Table XIV and Table XLIII) were not found to be presently available 

(Table XX and Table XLIV)o These activities are opportunities to 

learn to develop hobbies such as knitting~ leatherwork and other crafts~ 

and how to organize various types of clubs. On the basis of evidence 

presented in this aspect of the study~ it seems logical to conclude that 

the closing of the Negro high school might have effected change in these 

particular areas. 

Furthermore, data on Table XIV and Table XLIII indicate recrea= 

tional activities which were not available to Negro adults of Chandler 

one year prior to the closing of the Negro high school, and data on 

Table XX and Table XLIV disclose those which are not presently avail

able. These activities include opportunities to learn and play games 

which are of interest to adults and young people, learn to take advantage 

of seeing good movies and other kinds of commercialized entertainment and 

how to play paper and pencil games. Since findings show that these ac= 

tivities were not offered prior to the closing of the Negro high school 

and are not presently available~ it seems logical to assume that the 

closing of the school effected no change in these particular areaso 

Civic Activities 

An analysis of data on Table XXI and Table XLIV discloses that 

civic activities presently available to Negro adults of Chandler are 

opportunities to learn how to register to vote, why one should vote~ 

how to vote~ about the benefits of government 1 about the importance of 

being good~ loyal American citizens~ the privileges of being citizens of 

a democratic country., about national holidays and what they mean to the 
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American people and how to save the land and other natural resources. 

Since some of the residents indicated that they are presently par

ticipating in such activities, and certain community leaders are 

knowledgeable on their existence, it seems reasonable to suppose that 

the activities are presently available. 

A factor of significance is that all except four of the activities 

listed in the literature which were found to be presently available were 

also found to be available one year prior to the closing of the Negro 

high school. Activities which were found to be available prior to the 

closing of the Negro school consist of the following: Opportunities to 

learn how to register to vote, why one should vote, how to vote, about 

issues on which to vote, the basic rights of citizens, about the bene

fits of government, the importance of being good, loyal American citi

zens, the privileges of being citizens of a democratic country, about 

the serious problems facing the community, state, nation" and the 

world, about national holidays and what they mean to the American 

people" how to save the land and other natural resources,and how to use 

clubs and other organizations to which one belongs to meet community 

needs. 

Civic activities that were available prior to the closing of the 

school" but are not presently available are shown on Tables XV, XXI, 

and XLIII. The activities are opportunities to learn about issues on 

which to vote, the basic rights of citizens, a.bout the serious problems 

facing the community, state, nation, and the world, how to keep up with 

the latest news on community, state, and national affairs, and how to use clubs 

a.11.d other organizations to meet community needs. Sinc:e these civic activities 

were available prior to the school Os closing and are not presently available, it 
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seems justifiable to assume that the closing of the Negro high school 

effected change in these particular areas. 

Health Services and Activities 

It was established by data on Table XXII and Table XLIV that the 

following health services are presently available to Negro adults of 

Chandler: Opportunities to learn how to plan meals, discuss the prob

lems of health with knowledgeable people, learn basic rules of cleanli

ness and symptoms of physical illnessj receive shots for communicable 

diseases, learn first aid treatments~ how to report emergencies, safety 

rules, how to prevent accidents and fires in the home and how to prepare 

for storms, to~nadoes, and other community threats. 

Since some of the interviewees indicated that they are presently 

able to participate in such services and activities and several commu

nity leaders who are knowledgeable of the availability of such services 

and activities stated that they are offered, it seems reasonable to 

conclude that they are available. 

Further, on the basis of data, it seems justifiable to conclude 

that the following health services and activities are not presently 

available for Negro adults of Chandler: Opportunities to learn symp= 

toms of mental illness, basic rules for driving automobiles, and for 

pedestrians to prevent accidents. 

An important factor in this area is that all of the health serv

ices and activities listed in the literature which were available prior 

to the closing of the Negro high school are also presently available 

(see Tables XVI, XXII, XLIII, and XLIVt In these particular areas, 

therefore, it may be assumed that the closing of the high school 
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effected no change. 

Another important factor in this area is that one of the items on 

health services and activities which was found not to be available prior 

to the closing of the Negro high school was found to be presently avail

able. This particular item deals with learning symptoms of physical 

illness. 

Cultural Activities 

It seems evident from data presented on Table XXIII and Table 

XLIV that certain cultural ,,ac-ti:Tities listed in the literature are 

presently available to Negro adults of Chandler. These activities are 

as follows: Opportunities to attend musicals, learn to appreciate var

ious types of music, attend plays (dramas) and book talks and reviews, 

learn about sources from which to obtain free reading materials for the 

community, how to use a library and about great thinkers, attend lec

tures on different issues and learn how to appreciate different types 

of folk dances. 

On the basis that some of the interviewees indicated that they 

are presently able to participate in these activities and that several 

community leaders indicated that they are presently available, a justi

fiable conclusion to be drawn is that these services and activities are 

presently available. 

Data also seem to support the conclusion that the following cul

tural activities are not presently available to Negro adults of 

Chandler: Opportunities to learn about great musicians, belong to 

music clubs, learn how to select good television shows, belong to 

reading clubs, how to select and read the best newspapers, how to speak 



228 

correctly and about art such as paintings, sculpture, etc. 

It should be mentioned that findings revealed several cultural ac~ 

tivities which were available to Negro adults prior to the closing of 

the school which are also presently available (Tables XVII, XXIII, 

XLIII, and XLIVL These activities include: Opportunities to 

attend musicals, learn to appreciate various types of music, attend 

plays (dramas), learn about sources from which to obtain free reading 

materials for the community, how to use a library and about great 

thinkers, attend lectures on different issues and to appreciated dif

ferent types of folk dances. According to data presented, the closing 

of the Negro high school effected no changes in these particular areas. 

It should also be mentioned that one.item on·cultural activities 

which was found to be presently available was not found to be available 

prior to the closing of the school. This item was concerned with oppor

tunities to attend book talks and reviews. Likewise, one item in the 

area of cultural activities which was found to be available prior to 

the closing of the school was not found to be presently available. 

This item is concerned with opportunities to learn about great musi

cians. Therefore, on the basis of data presented, it must be assumed 

that the closing of the Negro high school effected change in these two 

areas of cultural activities. 

Informal Influence of Professional Education Leaders 

An examination of Table XXIV and Table XLIV discloses that serv

ices and activities listed for informal influence of professional edu

cation leaders consist of the following: Assistance in understanding 

the law or courts, assistance in making difficult community decisions, 
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guidance in how to get and keep jobs, and leadership in the church such 

as teaching Sunday School classes. On the basis of data on Table XXIV 

which show that some interviewees are benefiting from such services 

and activities and Table XLIV which reveal responses of certain 

community leaders who also indicated that they are available, it must 

be assumed that they are. 

It is interesting to note that all of the nine items listed in the 

literature concerned with this aspect of the study were found to be 

available prior to the closing of the Negro high school (Table XVIII and 

Table XXIV); · whereas~ . only four are presently available, and five 

are not. The following are those which were found to be available prior 

to the closing of the Negro high school but are not presently available: 

Help in explaining important issues (problems) facing the community, 

state, and nation, help to parents in the understanding of their duties 

(roles) as parents, guidance in understanding behavior problems of 

young people and in solving personal problems and help in reading di

rections such as labels on medicineo 

Since the services and activities were available prior to the 

closing of the Negro high school but are not presently available, these 

data are interpreted to mean that when the Negro high school existed in 

the Negro community of Chandler, services and activities concerned with 

the informal influence of professional education leaders were available. 

Further, when the Negro high school closed, these services and activi

ties ceased to exist and are not presently available. Therefore, a 

comparison of data from the several measures seems to provide evidence 

that there is adequate ground for the inference that when a high school 

closes in a small community~ there are social and educational changes 
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professional education leaders, as in other areas of the study, the 

first hypothesis seems to have been confirmed. 

In summary, it appears that data from Tables XIX-XXIV and Table 
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. XLIII have clearly revealed that certain services and activities simi

lar to those offered by the Negro school are presently available to 

Negro adults of Chanqler and that certain ones are not. These services 

and activities are in the following areas: Adult education courses, 

recreational, civic, health, and cultural activities and informal in

fluence of professional education leaders. Further, the hypothesis 

that when a high school closes in a small community there are changes 

in the social and educational life of the community has been supported. 

Summary and Analysis of Data on Opinions of Needed 

Programs of Services and Activities for 

Negro Adults of Chandler 

This aspect of the study was designed to ascertain the opinions of 

the interviewees on services and activities needed for Negro adults of 

Chandler. The writer felt that such information would be beneficial in 

the interpreting of data from other measures of the study and in the 

development of recommendations for programs of services and activities 

which might be helpful to planners of community programs. The follow

ing is a summary and an analysis of the responses of interviewees on 

needed services and activities for Negro adults of Chandler. 

Adult Education 

Data relevant to needed courses in adult education for Negroes of 
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Chandler are shown in Table XLV. A study of the data shows that the 

interviewees viewed the following courses as needed: Sewing, cooking, 

shop training, vocational guidance, home improvement, food production, 

mathematics, English, history, health, and government. 

A factor of significance here is that several basic adult education 

courses were being offered. At the time of this investigation, the courses in 

mathematics, English, and science were available under the Office of 

Economic Opportunity and were taught by the school 1 s faculty. Having 

established that they were available at the time, the interviewer in-

quired as to why interviewees perceived such courses to be needed. 

About 4.17 per cent of the respondents said that they were enrolled in 

the courses but later had to drop out, 10.42 per cent said that they 

were not knowledgeable of the availability of the courses, 8.33 per cent 

stated that they were aware of the availability of the courses but be-

cause of physical or other reasons could not enroll, and 6.25 per cent 

indicated that they were aware of the availability of the courses but 

failed to take advantage of the opportunity.2 

Another factor of significance was that the other courses which 

were felt to be needed (including sewing, cooking, shop training, 

vocational guidance, home improvement, and food production) were listed 

on Table XIX as being presently available. Data from interviews dis-

closed that these are not formal courses as would be offered in an 

adult education program of the school, but are courses offered in peri-

odical workshops, institutes, and conferences held by the county agents 

2Basic courses offered by the Office of Economic Opportunity 
during the last semester of 1966-1967 are no longer offered but have 
been replaced by other courses (see Table XIX). 
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on a county basiso 

Therefore~ in the light of data presented on Table XLV, it must 

be assumed that there is a felt need for the courses which were speci

fied by the interviewees. 

Recreational Activities 

As in the area of adult education courses, interviewees expressed 

the opinion that several recreational activities were needed for the 

Negro adults of Chandler. An examination of Table XLVI will reveal 

that the following were viewed to be needed: Opportunities to learn 

about the importance of play in the home, and opportunities to learn 

how to play games which are of interest to adults, children, and youth. 

Several follow-up questions were asked by the interviewer concern

ing the interviewees' seeming interest in the items concerned with play 

in relation to family members and the home. At least two-thirds of the 

respondents expressed the opinion that learning to play games 

which would be of interest to all age groups would help to build family 

solidarity. While Chandler respondents did not see closing the Negro 

school as a serious factor in causing problems with youth (as did Red 

Bird interviewees), they did express having such problems. 

It should be mentioned that one of the items concerned with recrea

tional activities for which interviewees expressed felt needs was found 

to be available prior to the closing of the Negro high school (Table 

XIV and Table XLIII), and was also found to be presently available 

(Table XX and Table XLIII). It should also be mentioned that one 

area of recreational activities which interviewees did not perceive as 

needed was not available prior to the closing of the Negro high school, 
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nor is it presently available. This area consisted of opportunities to 

learn to take advantage of seeing good movies and other types of com

mercialized entertainment" Many reasons were offered for not feeling 

the need to learn how to take advantage of seeing good movies. Some 

of the interviewees stated that it was against their religious beliefs. 

However~ most of the interviewees expressed the idea that this was not 

a major interest, and that their preferences were television shows. 

They felt that young people should have opportunities to learn how to 

take advantage of seeing good movies as they have a special appeal for 

them. 

On the basis of data presented, it seems reasonable to conclude 

that there is a felt need for the recreational activities specified by 

Chandler residents. 

Civic Activities 

An examination of the data presented on TableXLVII will reveal 

that several civic activities were perceived by interviewees to be 

needed for the Negro adults of Chandler. They are opportunities to 

learn why one should vote, how to vote, about issues on which to vote, 

the basic rights of citizens, the benefits of government, the impor

tance of being good and loyal American citizens, the privileges of 

being citizens of a democratic country, about the most serious problems 

facing the community, state, nation, and the world, how to save the 

land and other natural resources, how to keep up with the latest news 

on community, state, national, and world affairs, and how to meet cer

tain community needs through clubs to which one belongs. 

It is significant that all of the civic activities listed in the 



literature (except one) were offered for Negro adults of the area prior 

to the closing of the Negro high school (see Table XV and Table XLIII). 

Also, it was found that this activity is not presently available (see 

Table XXI and Table XLIV). The activity is concerned with opportuni

ties to learn how to keep UP. with the latest news on community, state, 

national, and world affairs. 

Another significant factor is that five civic activities found to 

be available pr~or to the school's closing were found not to be pres

ently available. These activities are opportunities to learn about 

issues on which to vote, the basic rights of citizens, about the serious 

problems facing the community, state, nation, and the world, how to keep 

up with the latest news on community, state, national, and world affairs, 

and how to use clubs and other organizations to meet community needs. 

Still another significant factor is the seeming amount of 

eagerness for the civic activiti~s expressed to be needed. The follow

ing are several relevant remarks which interviewees made that are typi

cal answers to follow-up questions on why they felt the need for 

certain civic experiences. 

When I go to vote, I want to know something about why a 

thing is necessary to be voted on and how it will help 

the world to be better. 

If I could just get someone to take time and teach me 

what it all means. I want to be a real citizen. I 

want to vote right for the right person, I mean. But 

how do you find out? 

While the conclusion that the civic activities perceived to be 

needed for Negro adults of Chandler is not based upon the above 
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statements, it is supported by such statements. Therefore, on the 

basis of data presentedj it seems reasonable to assume that the civic 

activities specified are felt to be needed for Negro adults of Chandler. 

Health Services and Activities 

Evidence accumulated from data on Table XLVIII shows that cer

tain health services and activities are perceived to be needed for 

Negro adults of Chandler. They are as follows: Opportunities to learn 

how to plan meals, discuss problems of health with knowledgeable people, 

learn basic rules of cleanliness, symptoms of mental and physical ill

nesses, first aid treatments, how to report emergencies, safety rules, 

how to prevent fires and other home 'acc+d,e1+t~, how t9 prepare for storms, 

tornadoes, and other community threats, and basic rules for driving 

automobiles and for pedestrians to prevent accidents. 

Relating data from this measure to data presented on Table XVI and 

Table XLIII will clearly reveal that several of the items concerned 

with health services and activities expressed to be needed were avail

able to Negro adults of Chandler prior to the closing of the Negro high 

schoolo These activities are opportunities to learn how to plan meals, 

discuss problems of health with knowledgeable people, learn basic rules 

of cleanliness, first aid treatments, how to report emergencies, safety 

rules~ how to prevent accidents and fires in the home and how to pre

pare for storms, tornadoes, and other community threats. 

Moreover, a comparison of data from this measure to data on Table 

XXII and Table XLIV shows that all except three of the health serv

ices felt to be needed were found not to be presently available. These 

activities are opportunities to learn symptoms of mental illness, 



basic rules for driving automobiles, and for pedestrians to prevent 

accidents. 

A possible explanation of interviewees' felt needs for services 

and activities which are already available could be, as was noted in 

other areas~ that they are offered through city and county agencies on 

an intermittent basis rather than on regular schedule. 

It should be remembered that Chandler, unlike Red Bird, has sev

eral hospitals, clinics, and doctors from which residents can readily 

receive certain health services listed in the literature (see Chapter 

IV, p. 67). 

However, data gathered from the several measures seem to present 

adequate evidence for the justifiable conclusion that health services 

and activities specified by interviewees are felt to be needed for 

Negro adults of Chandler. 

Cultural Activities 

Data relevant to needed cultural activities for Negro adults of 

Chandler are shown in Table XLIX. A study of the data reveals that 

the interviewees were of the opinion that the following activities are 

neededg Opportunities to learn to appreciate various types of music, 

how to select good television shows, how to select and read the best 

newspapers, and how to speak correctly. 

A comparison of data on Table XLIX and those of Tables XVII and 

XLIII will show that one of the cultural activities perceived to be 

needed for Negro adults of Chandler was available prior to the closing 

of the Negro high school. This activity was concerned with opportuni

ties to learn to appreciate various types of music. Further, a 
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compa.rison of data on Table XLIX and those .of Tables XXIII and 

XLIV will show that this activity was found to be presently available. 

A possible explanation for interviewees' felt needs for this activ

ity which is presently available is that they might have felt the need 

for such experiences in greater depth. 

The other three cultural activities for which there was an ex

pressed need were not available prior to the closing of the Negro high 

school (Table XVII and XLIII), nor are they presently available (Table 

XXIII and XLIV). These activities are opportunities to learn how to 

select good television shows, how to read and select the best news

papers, and how to speak correctly. 

It should be mentioned that Chandler, unlike Red Bird, has several 

sources of cultural services and activities. For example, the county 

museum and library are located in Chandler. Also, Chandler has one 

senior high school, one junior high school, and three element(U'y grade 

schools in which cultural activities listed in the literature might be 

experienced (see Chapter IV, pp. 65~ 68). These facilities are made 

available to all residents of Chandler. In connection with this, it 

may be mentioned that many of the Negro residents are not aware of the 

cultural activities made available by the city and county facilities. 

Therefore, on the basis of data presented, it is supposed that the 

cultural activities perceived to be needed for Negro adults of Chandler 

are needed. 

Informal Influence of Professional Education Leaders 

All of the services and activities relative to the informal in

fluence of professional education leaders found in the literature are 



perceived as being needed for Negro adults of Chandler. An examination 

of Table L will reveal that the i terns are as follows: Assistance 

in understanding the law or courts, help in explaining important issues 

(problems) facing the community, state, and nation, assistance in making 

difficult community decisions, help to parents in the understanding of 

their duties (roles) as parents, guidance in solving personal problems, 

understanding the behavior problems of children and in how to get and 

keep jobs, help in reading directions, and leadership in the church. 

A factor of importance is that each of the areas of services and 

activities related to informal influence of professional leaders was 

found to be available prior to the closing of the Negro high school in 

Chandler ( Table XVIII and Table XL III), but only four were found to 

be presently available (Table XXIV and Table XLIV). These activities 

are assistance in understanding the law or courts, assistance in making 

difficult community decisions, guidance in how to get and keep jobs, 

and leadership in the church. 

A possible explanation for interviewees' felt needs for the four 

activities listed above when they are presently available is that they 

might have felt that the services and activities should be broadened. 

Five, of the nine items dealing with services and activities 

related to informal influence of professional education leaders were 

found not to be presently available (Table XXIV and Table XLIV). 

These services and activities are as follows: Help in explaining im

portant issues (problems) facing the community, state, and nation, 

help to parents in understanding the behavior problems of children and 

in solving personal problems and help in reading directions. 

In the light of evidence presented by data, it seems reasonable 
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to assume that Chandler Negro adults felt that they need the services 

and activities listed on Table L. 

In summary, it seems that data from Tables XLV-L have 

clearly shown that certain services and activities were felt to be 

needed for the Negro adults of Chandler. The areas in which such serv

ices were felt to be needed were adult education courses, recreational, 

civic~ health and cultural services and activities, and informal in

fluence of professional education leaders. On the basis of data pre

sented in this aspect of the investigation, there seems to be a 

defensible reason to conclude that the items specified by respondents 

are felt to be needed for Negro adults in Chandler. 

An Analysis of Opinions of Interviewees on the 

Consequences of the Closing of the 

Negro High School in Chandler 

It was established by data obtained from Questionnaires One and Two 

that social and educational changes occurred in Chandler as a result of 

the closing of the Negro high schoolo Data from these two measures 

supported Hypothesis-I of the study. Hypothesis=2 stated that social 

and educational changes which ~esulted from the closing of the Negro 

high school could be perceived by adult residents of the community. 

The purpose of this part of the investigation is to present an 

analysis of the opinions of the interviewees on the consequences of 

the closing of the Negro high school in Chandler. Data from this 

aspect of the study were gathered to prove or disprove Hypothesis 2. 

The data were obtained from a structured measure which required inter

viewees to strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree, or to 
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express no comment on twelve statements concerning various consequences 

of the closing of the Negro high school in the community. An analysis 

of the data from the interview follows. 

An Analysis of Opinions of Chandler Interviewees 

on the Closing of the Negro High School 

Respondents of Chandlerj as did those of Red Bird, perceived the 

closing of the Negro high school as causing changes in the life of the 

community. To the statement that closing the Negro high school caused 

no serious changes in the life of the community, a substantial majority 

of 83.33 per cent disagreed and 8.33 per cent strongly disagreed (see 

Table LI). Also, responses to the open-ended question "In your 

opinion, how did the closing of the Negro high school affect this 

community? 00, a majority of the interviewees indicated that the closing 

of the Negro high school did effect changes in the Negro community. 

(See Appendix G, pp. 354-357.) In the judgment of the writer, these 

data imply that the Negro residents of Chandler perceive the changes in 
' 

their community which resulted from the closing of the Negro high 

school. 

An examination of responses to the statement that young people get 

into trouble more since the Negro high school closed (Table LI) will 

reveal that Chandler interviewees, unlike those of Red Bird, did not 

perceive the closing of the Negro high school as a cause for youth to 

get into trouble more. Data show that 50.00 per cent disagreed and 

10.42 per cent strongly disagreed to the statement. 

Also, Chandler respondents, like those of Red Bird, expressed the 

opinion that the Negro high school should not have been closed. A 
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comparison of responses to questions three and six (see Table LI) 

revealed that there was a correlation of opinions. To the statement 

that the Negro high school should not have been closed, a majority of 

58-33per cent agreed and 20.83 per cent strongly agreed. To the state

ment that closing the Negro high school was the right thing to do, a 

comparative majority disagreed. Data revealed that 58.33 per cent 

disagreed and 20.83 per cent strongly disagreed. On the basis of such 

evidence~ it seems reasonable to assume that the adults of Chandler held 

the opinion that the Negro high school should not have been closed. 

Responses to the statement 'gSince the Negro high school closed 

more boys and girls drop out of school 9\ were equal along the agree

disagree continuum. The opinion was expressed by 45.83 per cent who 

agreed~ and 45.83 per cent who disagreed. Evidence from these data 

neither confirms nor denies that adults of Chandler perceive the closing 

of the Negro high school as increasing or decreasing the high school 

dropout rate. Since the study was not concerned with the dropout rate, 

but with opinions of adults on the results of the closing of the school, 

efforts were not made to ascertain the dropout rate. It remains for 

further research to determine the relation of the dropout problem to the 

closing of the school. 

An examination of data on Table LI will disclose that Chandler 

adults perceive the closing of the Negro high school as limiting the 

educational advantages for the Negro adult population. There was a 

one hundred per cent majority who strongly agreed to the statement that 

closing the Negro school effected such a change. 

A comparison of responses of the above question to responses to 

the open=ended question concerned with the effects which closing the 



Negro high school had on the community, revealed that there was a close 

correlation of opinions (see Appendix H, pp. 367-370). It was expressed 

by several of the respondents that educational advantages for adults 

were limited by the closing of the Negro high school. The conclusion 

drawn from these data is that Chandler adult residents perceive the 

closing of the Negro high school as limiting the educational opportuni-

ties of adults. 

All, or one hundred per centj of the responses expressed strong 

agreement to the question concerning the community's finding means to 

continue adult educational opportunities once offered by the Negro high 

school. Unanimity of opinions of the respondents on this statement 

seems to provide adequate evidence that the adults of Chandler felt 

that their community should find means to develop adult educational 

programs similar to the previous school related programs.3 

It is interesting to note that Chandler residents 9 responses, like 

those of Red Bird, were supported by their responses to the open-ended 

question 1 °1 Now that the Negro high school is closed, what other organi= 

zations and institutions could sponsor programs and activities which it 

once sponsored for adults in your community?vv More than three-fourths 

of the Chandler interviewees indicated that the community should take 

the lead in providing such experiences for its adults. 

Another correlation was shown in questions eight and eleven. Data 

on Table LI show that to the statements 1vThe Negro high school pro-

gram was adequate (good)vo and VVThe Negro high school was inadequate 

3see Table XIII and Table XLIII for adult education courses 
offered for Negro adults of Chandler one year prior to the closing of 
the Negro high school. 



(poor)~\ 4L67 per cent agreed, and 29.17 per cent strongly agreed that 

the school was adequate. Likewise, 41.67 per cent of the respondents 

disagreed, and 29.17 per cent strongly disagreed that the school was 

inadequate. Thus, on the basis cf findings, it could be assumed that 

the Negro adults of Chandler perceived the Negro high school as having 

been adequate. 

Respondents expressed strong agreement,one hundred per cent,that 

the Negro high school building should be used as a community center. 

Unanimity of agreement on the statement presented evidence that the 

opinions of adults was that this building should be utilized for the 

purpose stated in the question. 

Also, there seemed to be sufficient evidence that interviewees 

believed that closing the Negro high school gave Negro youth greater 

educational opportunities. A majority of 62.50 per cent strongly 

agreed, and 22.92 per cent agreed that this was true. Also, an examina

tion of responses to the unstructured question °0 What do you think de

segregation has meant to Negroes? 0u (Appendix H, pp. 375=378) will reveal 

that a majority of about 98.00 per cent of the interviewees expressed 

the opinion that it has meant greater opportunities for educational 

advancement. 

There seemed to be a divergence between responses given to the two 

statements (three and four) of Table LI concerned with whether or 

not the school should have been closed and responses on the above state

ment. This seeming conflict caused the interviewer to ask several 

follow-up questions. When asked the follow-up question on why they 

believed, on the one hand 9 that the school should not have been closed, 

and on the other hand~ that closing the school offered greater 
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educational advantages for their high school students, the majority 

stated that they felt that the Negro school should have remained in the 

community, and that it should have been improved and integratedo It 

should be noted that opinions of Chandler interviewees and Red Bird 

interviewees are similar in this aspect of the studyo 

An examination of evidence presented in Table LI will reveal 

that one hundred per cent of the interviewees expressed strong agreement 

to the statement 91 Since the Negro high school closed, fewer social ac

tivities are available for adults of the community." Responses to this 

statement are also confirmed by responses relating to the effects of the 

closing of the Negro high school (see Appendix H, pp. 367-370). About 

twenty of the interviewees (in this measure) indicated that there have 

been limitations in the area of social activities for adults of the 

Negro community as a result of the closing of the Negro school. 

In summary, the opinions of interviewees regarding the changes 

which resulted from the closing of the Negro high school in Chandler are 

that closing the school effected serious changes in the life of the 

community •. Results of interviews indicated that since the school closed, 

educational and social activities for adults were limited. Therefore, a 

major conclusion that can be drawn from the measure is that adults of 

Chandler perceived the social and educational changes which resulted 

from the closing of the Negro high school. It should be pointed out here 

that information from this aspect of the investigation supported the 

part of the hypotheses which asserted that the educational and social 

changes which resulted from the closing of Negro high schools in small 

communities can be perceived by the resident of the communities. 



An Analysis of Interviewees 1 Opinions on the Effects 

of the Closing of the Negro High School 

in Chandler 

The parts of the hypotheses which state that the closing of the 

high schools in small communitieshavebrought about educational and 

social changes in the communities, and that these changes are perceived 

by the residents have been established by data from Questionnaires One 

and Two, informal interviews, and the interview schedule. The follow

ing discussion will seek to show how the interviewees' perceptions of 

educational and social changes caused by the closing of the Negro high 

school in Chandler have been affected by the extent of former school 

related programs, existing programs of services and activities and the 

distance to be traveled in order to participate in similar activities 

and to obtain similar services. 

An examination of data in Appendix H, pp. 367-370 will show that 

the interviewees of Chandler, unlike those of Red Bird, who felt that 

the closing of the high school destroyed the unity of the town, held 

the opinion that the closing of the Negro high school brought about 

unity and togetherness of the various groups of the town. There may be 

several explanations for this situation. First, unlike Red Bird which 

is populated by one ethnic group~ Chandler is populated by several 

ethnic groups with a majority of Negro and white people. Integrating 

the schools brought these several groups together in a common educa

tional system to which they learned to adjust. Second, Chandler high 

school students do not have to commute to other towns for their educa

tion as do the students of Red Bird, but receive their education in the 

high school of Chandler. Third, Chandler Negro adults do not have to 



c~m~ute to other towns in order to participate in similar activities 

and to obtain similar services to those presented by the Negro high 

school prior to its closing. Fourth, the Lincoln County Library, 
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· Lincoln County Museum'I a movie theater and several other social and 

educational institutions and organizations are situated in Chandler 

(Chapter IV, pp. 65-68). Fifth, several new courses have been added 

to presently existing programs for adults. Therefore, it seems that 

existing programs and distance to be traveled in order to participate 

in similar activities and to obtain similar services are factors which 

affected the perceptions of interviewees of Chandler in regard to the 

changes caused by the closing of the high school. 

Like the Red Bird interviewees~ Chandler interviewees felt that 

the educational and social advantages for adults were limited by the 

closing of the Negro high school (see Appendix H'I pp. 367-370). It was 

stated earlier that several services and activities were available to 

Negro adults of Chandler prior to the closing of the high school. 

Data on Tables XIII-XVIII and Table XLIII show the extent of such serv

ices and activities. Further, data on Table LI support the data 

in Appendix H 9· relative to limitations on educational. and social oppor

tunities by the closing of the high school. However, a factor of sig

nificance which may have bearing on this aspect of the study is that 

some of the social and educational advantages which are presently 

available to Negro adults of Chandler were not available at the time 

that the Negro high school closed. For instance, some of the courses 

which are now offered under the Office of Economic Opportunity were not 

available at the time. Also~ interviews with residents revealed that, 

at the time that the Negro high school closed (1954), they did not feel 
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a part of the social and educational activities of the town. The data, 

therefore~ reveal that there is a relationship between the extent of 

former community centered activities under the Negro high school and 

the perceptions of interviewees on the changes which resulted from its 

closing. There seems to be a defensible reason to conclude that the 

extent of former community centered activities and services affected 

the perceptions of interviewees on the closing of the Negro high school. 

Also, similar to Red Bird interviewees, Chandler interviewees felt 

that the closing of the high school caused the loss of services and 

activities related to the informal influence of professional education 

leaders. A study of data in Appendix H, pp. 367-370, will reveal that 

respondents were of the opinion that the closing of the high school 

resulted in the loss of such services and activities. Table XVIII and 

Table XLIII support,the interviewees 1 statements that leaders of the 

Negro high school contributed to the Negro community through several 

services and activities. Again 9 the conclusion that perceptions of 

interviewees concerning the changes which resulted from the closing of 

the Negro high school seem to be justified. 

An Analysis of Interviewees' Opinions on Organizations and 

Institutions That Could Sponsor Needed Programs of 

Services and Activities for Negro Adults of 

Chandler 

It should be pointed out that some of the services and activities 

listed in the literature are presently being sponsored by the Office of 

Economic Opportunity and other agencies of the town. However, the 

Chandler interviewees 9 as Red Bird interviewees, felt that the Negro 
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organizations and institutions should assume some of the responsibility 

in developing programs of services and activities to provide for the 

social and educational development of Negro adults. Tables LII- LVII 

reveal that the interviewees were of the opinion that local 

Negro clubs and churches 9 as well as city, county, and federal agencies 

could sponsor needed services and activities. It is significant that 

Chandler interviewees, like the Red Bird interviewees, listed the 

teachers of the integrated schools and other professional persons of 

the area as possible sources of services and activities related to in= 

formal influence of professional education leaders. 

A major generalization which could be drawn from data presented 

above is that Chandler Negro adults feel the responsibility to partici

pate in the development of programs for their social and educational 

growth~ and that they also feel the need of leadership and financial 

assistance from other than Negro organizations and institutions. 

A Summary and Analysis of Opinions of Chandler 

Interyiewees on What Desegregation of 

Public Schools Has Meant to Negroes 

Data presented in Appendix H~ pp. 375-378~ will reveal that the 

opinions of Chandler interviewees 9 like those of Red Bird, viewed de

segregation of public schools as offering greater educational advan

tages for Negroeso 

An aspect of significance is that Chandler interviewees~ like 

those of Red Bird, felt that Negro teachers were placed at a disadvan

tage in the process of desegregation of public schools. However, data 

compiled on this aspect of the investigation seem to suggest that most 



of the Negro adult residents of Chandler viewed desegregation of public 

schools as offering greater educational advantages for Negroes. Data 

supporting this aspect of the analysis are found on Table LI of the 

thesis. 

In summary, on the basis of data gained from expressions of 

Chandler interviewees several assumptions emerged. First, it may be 

assumed that perceptions of interviewees regarding the changes which 

obtained by the closing of the Negro high school were affected by the 

extent of former school related programs, existing programs of services 

and activities and distance to be traveled in order to participate in 

similar activities and to obtain similar services. Second, it may be 

assumed that Chandler interviewees felt that they should participate in 

the community development programs for Negro adults. Third, it may be 

assumed that Chandler interviewees viewed the desegregation of public 

schools as offering greater educational advantages to Negroes. 

Conclusions 

In the light of the findings of the investigation, several con

clusions were drawn. The following is a discussion of such conclusionst 

1. It was concluded that the closing of high schools in 

small communities effected changes in the communities' 

life. Several of these changes were shown to produce 

dysfunctional results. The generalization drawn from 

such findings is that educational and social advantages 

for adults were reduced by the closing of the schools. 

2. It was also concluded that social and educational changes 

as consequences of the closing of the high schools were 
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perceived by the Negro adult residents of the communities, 

and that their perceptions were influenced, to some degree, 

by the extent of the former community centered activities 

and services; existing programs which substitute for school

related programs; and the increase in distance to be 

traveled to participate in similar activities and to 

obtain similar serviceso 

3o It was further concluded that several programs similar to 

those offered by the Negro high schools now closed are 

available to Negro adults of the communities studied, but 

some Negro adult residents are not knowledgeable of their 

availabilityo 

4o It was concluded, also~ that even though several programs 

have been instituted to meet certain needs of Negro adults 

of the communities, there remains several other felt needs 

in the areas of adult education, recreation~ civic, health 

and cultural activities~ and informal influence of profes

sional education leaderso 

5. Another conclusion which emerged from the study was that 

community resources~ such as local clubs~ fraternities, 

churches, and other organizations and institutions, which 

could and should be tapped in the development of programs 

and activities to meet existing needs of Negro adults with 

leadership and financial assistance programs from the out

side~ can be developed. 

60 The final conclusion which emerged from the investigation 

was that the loss of the high schools effected the loss 



of the informal influence of school leaders, a major 

factor of community developmento 

Recommendations 
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In consideration of the conclusions drawn from the evidence of the 

investigation~ the following recommendations are offered: 

1. It was learned from the study that the closing of the 

high schools in small communities effected certain 

changes in those communities. Although the closing of 

the schools provided greater educational opportunities 

for young people~ it decreased educational and social 

advantages for Negro adults. It should :be.recognized that 

there are opposite circumstances involved in the process. 

The high school student whose advantages for growth and 

development are increased during the day, but must re

turn to a community~ parents~ and other adult leaders 

who are lacking in social and educational advantages 

commensurate with their responsibilities to facilitate 

his growth and development, evidently encounter·s a 

dichotomous situation" Such students are enmeshed be

tween extended educational opportunities on th_e one 

hand, and the counterworking forces to which they must 

return on the other hand. The fundamental principles 

of any adequate educational program for the growth and 

development of youth must realize the central and 

tenable reality that their parents and other adults o:f' 

the community are not replaceableo As potent factors 



in influencing the growth of children and youth, adults 

cannot be educationally and socially neglected while such 

opportunities are broadened for their childreno During 

the period of educational transition in this country 

brought about by the desegregation and civil rights acts, 

programs of services and activities must be developed for 

parents of children who must face present conditions of 

advancement on the one hand~ and limitations on the other. 

Therefore, it is recommended that every effort be made to 

implement educational and social programs of services and 

activities for adults of communities in which the high 

schools have been closedo It is further recommended that 

these programs be more than comparable to former school

relatedprograms~ but that they be programs which are commen

surate with the needs of young people and adults of the 

communities in the light of social changeo 

2o Also in the study 9 attention was called to the signifi

cance of the interdependency of the school and the net= 

work of other social systems designed to serve a wide 

variety of community needs, and that its closing caused 

disruptions in the meeting of certain needs in the 

community. It should be remembered that the public school 

shares with all other community orgaiiizations in the respon

sibility of meeting the needs of its residents. In order that 

the over-all program of community services and activities 

not be disrupted with the closing of the high schools, 

it is strongly recommended that special provisions be 
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made for such transitionso These special provisions 

would begin at least three years prior to the closing 

of the schools. Unless such provisions are made, dis

ruptions similar to those found in this study will be 

repeated in small communities in which the closing of 

Negro high schools and consolidation have been effected. 

It should be noted here that consolidation (like deseg

regation) is a major trend in education from which sim

ilar consequences may accrue. Presumably, provisions 

for desegregation and consolidation of schools would 

include research on how to prepare for such transitions 

and the substitution of organizations and institutions 

to plan and develop programs to meet educational and 

social needs of community residents. 

Recommendations for Further Research 
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The conclusions of the present study suggest that more refined 

and intensive investigations should consider several factors related 

to the closing of high schools in small communities. Such research 

could be an instrument to provide factual knowledge and understanding 

of the various problems involved in the processo On the basis of 

knowledge and understanding of problems yielded by research, planners 

of community programs could analyze conditions which existed prior to 

the closing of the schools and prepare to provide programs to meet the 

needs of adults. The following discussion will delineate several of 

the areas recommended for further studyo 

It was discovered that several services and activities are 
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sponsored (in the communities under study) by the Office of Economic 

Opportunityo Feedback of research to evaluate such programs should be 

of great significance in the utilization of planning future programs of 

services and activities for adultso Therefore, the writer of this 

study highly recommends that further research be done to evaluate the 

effectiveness of existing programs offered under the Office of Economic 

Opportunity for adults. 

One of the most important aspects brought out in the study was 

that the residents of the communities under study felt that increasingly 

churches should be included to cooperate with other social institutions 

of the community in the fostering of social and educational programs of 

services and activities to meet the needs of adults, and that this in

volvement should cut across denominational lines. Judging from the 

seeming lack of research on this factor~ this is a highly vital area 

that remains largely unexplored" The writer) therefore, recommends 

that research be conducted on the extent to which the church is pres

ently meeting adults 0 social and educational needs and to what extent 

it is equipped and willing to extend itself toward this objective in 

the futureo 

While the economic factor was not included in the present study, 

the idea emerged that the closing of the high school in small commu

nities posed economic problems for the communities. It is recommended 

that studies be conducted to ascertain the degree of dysfunctional 

effects which the closing of high schools might have on small 

communities. 

It would also be useful in replication studies of the closing of 

high schools in small communities to further explore and amplify the 
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relationship between commuting high school students and their partici

pation in the community, in school activities, and their relationships 

with their parents. The studies should examine the extent to which 

commuting limits school participation and the possibilities of the 

schools' developing special extra activities for students who commute. 

Although a comparative study was not made of the communities in

volved in the investigation, one could not fail to ascertain certain 

differences of opinion on desegregation, changes produced by the 

closing of the schools~ and the felt needs of the communities. Com

parative studies of small communities in which high schools have been 

closed or consolidated would provide useful generalizations for commu

nity planning and development. Therefore, it is recommended that "in 

depth 10 comparative studies be made on the effects of the closing of 

high schools in small communities. 

The findings of the study raised several questions concerning a 

more complete knowledge on the number of adults enrolled in courses and 

who avail themselves of opportunities to engage in various educational 

and social activities currently offered in the communities. The study 

indicated that a comparatively small number of adults were enrolled in 

courses offered by the high school. Research to establish causes of 

failure to enroll in the courses might disclose valuable data on the 

effectiveness of the programs as well as of the existing community 

action programs. Little justified or sound attention can be given to 

internal improvement until such studies are available. 

The present investigation revealed some of the needs of the commu

nities under study. However~ no valid judgments concerning the extent 

or nature of small communities 0 needs can be made until more studies of 
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the specific needs of residents are made known. These needs will in

clude those which emerged because of other social changes, along with 

those which resulted from the closing of schools. It is, therefore, 

recommended that new needs studies be conducted in small communities. 

It is recommended also that research studies be made to ascertain 

to what extent the integrated high schools include the small commu

nities in the development of their curriculums. The studies would 

include programs of services and activities for adults. Such studies 

would be useful in curriculum improvement and development. 

Another area of possible research which grew out of the findings 

was concerned with sponsorship of adult programs and activities. 

Respondents of both communities expressed, overwhelmingly, the opinion 

that community resources could and should take the responsibility in 

bringing about necessary program planning and development commensurate 

with present needs of adults in the communities in which high schools 

have closed. The writer recommends that intensive research studies be 

made of small communities in which schools have closed and that the 

research effort include residents in the gathering of data. The stud

ies would include needs which are being met and those which are not 

being met, On such research findings~ generalizations can be made on 

how change has affected the community and how best to meet the change. 

This research would be utilized in getting residents of small commu

nities to adopt goals which would serve the needs of the areas in 

transitional periods such as those posed by the desegregation and 

consolidation of public schools. 

Since the process of desegregation is national in scope and origin, 

subsequent problems which accrue therefrom are also national. It is 
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highly recommended that national studies on the changes brought about 

in small communities as a consequence of the closing of high schools be 

made. An investigation tour of sixty or more communities to gather nec

essary data~ and the analysis of these data should lead to a most sig

nificant national publication in the area of the community in which 

scientific research information is still scarce. It is possible that 

wide variations in such effects will appear. However, the results will 

be useful in setting up valid generalizations regarding such transitions 

which may be instrumental in future community planning. 

More detailed and intensive research studies are needed in specific 

communities in which public high schools have been closed. The author 

believes that longitudinal studies in the area should be attempted which 

would extend over a period of years in small communities in which high 

schools have closed or consolidated. If the closing of the school 

affects small communities dysfunctionally, then studies should be made 

to ascertain a more detailed report of the various areas in which it is 

felt. 

Moreover~ studies of specific organizations and institutions in 

small communities should be made. The studies should seek to ascertain 

the potential strengths of such organizations and the willingness of 

their members for broadened participation in meeting community needs 

through services and activities for adults. 

A final recommendation for further research in the area of small 

communities in which high schools have closed involves attitudes and 

opinions of high school students regarding desegregation and its subse

quent changes. Areas in which these studies might be of most benefit 

are attitudes and opinions on their inclusion in extra curricula 



activities in the integrated schools, their participation in local 

community activities and opinions regarding educational and social 

activities which would substitute for those once offered by the high 

school. Information from such research could be utilized by integrated 

schools in the development of programs to meet the needs of commuting 

students, and by the community leaders in the planning of activities 

for such young people in their immediate communities. 

Implications 

The changed and still changing patterns of small communities 

brought about by the desegregation acts of the 1950's have been af

fected. Programs of social and educational activities for adults in 

some communities were decreased. Young people who once were citizens 

of the small local communities are now citizens of two communities, 

the local communities and the communities in which the integrated 

schools are located. Professional education leaders who once exerted 

informal influence on the small~ local communities have been forced to 

take up residence elsewhere in order to find employment. These transi

tions indicate the following educational implications: 

1. The integrated high schools are challenged to broaden 

their curricula to include the small communities of 

their commuting students. It is only through the 

development of such programs that the commuting stu

dents can receive the best educational advantages 

that society desires and can afford. This type of 

curriculum organization will necessarily provide many 

of the needed social and educational experiences for 



adults who must contribute to the growth and develop

ment of their children~ Otherwise, gaps will remain 

in the learning experiences of commuting students. 

2. Integrated high schools have a responsibility to know 

the social and economic problems which affect the 

commuting students in order to provide help in the 

solving of related educational problems. These ele

ments are functionally interdependent. 

3. A significant complement to the scientific research 

studies on small communities in which public high 

schools have closed would be community survey stud

ies made by administrators, teachers, and students 

of integrated schools for the improvement of the 

curriculum. Information obtained from such surveys 

would be of great benefit to integrated schools in 

making learning more effective for its commuting 

students and their parents. It appears to the writer 

of this study that this is not optional, but is 

O)terminous with other curriculum development if edu

cation is to achieve its objectives. 

Summary 

~59 

The problem of the study was concerned with the social and educa

tional changes effected by the closing of public high schools in small 

communities. Four purposes underlay the study. They were: (1) to 

identify the educational and social changes in small communitiesbrought 

on by the closing of the high schools, (2) to discover the possible 
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areas in which school activities, programs, and services could be sub

stituted for by the implementation of similar programs by other agen

cies, (3) to ascertain the opinions of residents of the communities on 

the impact of the closing of the high schools, and (4) to make recom

mendations for programs which would be comparable to the former pro

grams offered by the high schools. 

Several research studies were included to bring into focus some of 

the related problems of the study. They included a study on social 

change, studies on locality and community participation, studies on 

community power structure and decision-making, a study on patterns of 

influence in small communities and studies on adult education. The 

studies undergirded the theoretical background of the thesis and aided 

in the statement of the problem, provided insight into the problems of 

social change and commuting, provided help in sampling procedures, 

the selection of respondents and the analyzing of data, and were helpful 

in the development of the several instruments used in the study. 

The hypotheses of the study were: (1) the closing of high schools 

in small communities has brought about educational and social changes 

in community life, changes which are perceived by residents, specifi

cally, in adult education courses, recreational, civic, health, and 

cultural services and activities, and in the informal influence of edu

cation leaders and (2) these perceived changes will be affected by: 

(a) the extent of the former schoql-related activities and services, 

(b) existing programs which substitute for former school-related pro

grams, and (c) the increase in distance to be traveled in order to 

participate in similar activities and to obtain similiar services. 

The hypotheses were based upon the underlying assumptions: (1) 
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when a public high school closes in a small community, changes occur in 

community life, (2) these changes can be, to some degree, perceived by 

residents of the community, and (3) the impact of these changes, as 

perceived by members of a community can be identified, measured, and 

used in the development of community action programso 

Three research instruments were developed for the study: A ques

tionnaire on adult education courses, recreational, civic, health, and 

cultural activities, and informal influence of professional education 

leaders in the communities prior to the closing of the high schools; a 

questionnaire on programs and activities presently available in the 

communities for adults; and an interview schedule on adult felt needs 

for services and activities comparable to those offered prior to the 

schools' closing and adult opinions on the desegregation of the schools 

and consequential changeso Also, informal interviews were employed as 

a follow-up device for gathering needed datao 

The general procedure and treatment of data comprised: (1) the 

administration of the three instruments of the study, (2) compilation 

and recording of the responses recieved, and (3) the computation and 

tabulation of the data yielded through the several inquiries. 

Answers were sought to the following questions: (1) What were the 

school related services and activities available to adults of the commu

nities under study one year prior to the closing of the Negro high 

schools? (2) What services and activities are presently available to 

Negro adults of the communities under study that are similar to the 

ones offered undei• the sponsorship of the Negro high schools? (3) What 

are the felt needs for services and activities comparable to those 

usually made available to adults through and/or with the cooperation of 



the public high schools? and (4) What are the opinions of adults of 

the communities under study regarding the effects of desegregation and 

the closing of the Negro high schools in their communities? 

In order to secure answers to the above questions and to test the 

hypotheses set forth, the three instruments were administered to several 

groups of respondents of Red Bird, an all Negro community, and Chandler, 

a town made up largely of Negroes and whites. 

It was found that several of the services and activities listed on 

the first questionnaire were available prior to the closing of the high 

school in Red Bird (see Tables I-VI and Table XXV) o It was also found that 

several of the services listed on the second questionnaire are presently 

available (see Tables VII-XII and Table XXVI). Further, it was found 

that all of the services and activities listed in the interview schedule 

were felt to be needed in Red Bird (see Tables XXVII-XXXII). Inter

viewees viewed the closing of the high school as effecting changes in 

the life of the community, limiting educational and social opportuni

ties for adults, and desegregation of public schools as providing 

greater educational advantages for Negro youth. 

It was found that several of the services and activities listed 

on the first questionnaire were available prior to the closing of the 

Negro high school of Chandler (see Tables XIII-XVIII and Table XLIII). 

Several of the services and activities listed on the second question

naire were found to be presently available for Negro adults of Chandler 

(see Tables XIX-XXIV and Table XLIV) o Also, data indicated that 

several services and activities listed in the interview schedule were 

felt to be needed by Negro adults of Chandler (see Tables XLV-L). 

Interviewees of Chandler, as did those of Red Bird, viewed the closing 



of the Negro high school as effecting changes in the l~fe of the commu

nity, limiting educational and social opportunities for adults, and 

desegregation of public schools as providing greater educational advan

tages for Negro youth. 

On the basis of data compiled from the investigation, it was con

cluded that the closing of Negro high schools in small communities has 

brought about educati~nal and social changes in community life, changes 

which are perceived by residents, specifically, in the following activ

ities and services: Adult education, recreation, civic, health, and 

cultural activities, and informal influence of professional educational 

leaderso It was further concluded that these perceived changes were 

affected by the extent of former community centered activities and 

services, the existi~g programs which substitute for former high school

related programs of services and activities, and the increase in dis

tance to be traveled in order to participate in similar activities and 

to obtain similar services. 

On the basis of conclusions drawn from the investigation, it was 

recommended that programs which are commensurate with the needs of 

young people and adults be implemented in communities in which public 

high schools have been closed. It was further recommended that special 

provisions be made for the closing of public high schools in small 

communities, and that these special provisions would begin at least 

three years prior to the closing of the school. 

Recommendations for further research included the following: 

That research be done to evaluate the effectiveness of existing pro

grams offered under the Office of Economic Opportunity for adults; that 

research be conducted on the extent to which the church is presently 



meeting adults' social and educational needs and the extent to which 

it is equipped and willing to extend itself toward this objective in 

the future; that studies be done to ascertain other dysfunctional 

affects which the closing of high schools might have on small commu

nities; that studies be done to explore the relationship between 

commuting high school students and their participation in the commu

nity, in school activities, and their relationships with their parents; 

that comparative studies be made on the effects of the closing of high 

schools in small communities; that studies be conducted on the extent 

to which adults of small communities avail themselves of opportunities 

to participate in programs designed for their development; that new 

needs studies, which would include needs brought on by recent commu

nity changes, be done; that investigations be undertaken to ascertain 

to what extent the integrated high schools include the small communi

ties in the development of their curricula; that national studies (in 

scope and origin) be conducted to ascertain the changes brought about 

by the closing of high schools in small communities; that more 

longitudinal studies which would cover a period of years be conducted 

to determine a more detailed report of aspects involved in the closing 

of schools in small communities; that studies of specific organizations 

and institutions in small communities be made; and that more research 

be done to ascertain the attitudes and opinions of high school stu

dents regarding the desegregation of schools and its subsequent 

changeso 

The implications of the present investigation are that integrated 

high schools are challenged to broaden their curricula to include the 

small communities of their commuting students; to know the social and 



economic problems which affect the commuting students in order to pro

vide assistance in the solving of related educational problems; and to 

engage in surveys of communities of their commuting students with the 

purpose of developing a curriculum which would make learning more ef

fective for both students and their parents. 
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TABLE XXV 

SUMMARY OF COURSES, SERVICES, AND ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE 
TO ADULTS OF RED BIRD PRIOR TO THE CLOSING OF 

THE HIGH SCHOOL 

279 

A NA 

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 

Sewing .•••.•••• 
Cooking • • • • • • • 
Canning. • ••• 
Shop Training. • • • • • • • • • ••• 
Vocational Guidance ••••••••••••••••• 
Home Improvement •••• 
Dairying . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Food Production • • • • • • • . 
Mathematics. • • ••• 
English • • • • • • • • • 
History. • • • • • • • • • • 
Health •••• 
Arts and Crafts • • • • • • • 
Government . . . 

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Learn and play games of interest to adults and 
young people • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Engage in physical play such as baseball, etc. 
Learn to develop hobbies, such as knitting, 

leatherwork and other crafts ••••••••• 
Learn to take advantage of recreational activities 

in nearby areas such as parks, etc ••••••••• 
Learn about the importance of play in the home ••• 
Engage in indoor socials such as teas, banquets, 

etc o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials such 
as picnics, parties, etc •••••••••• 

Learn how to organize various types of clubs •••• 
Learn to take advantage of seeing good movies and 

other types of commercialized entertainment 
Learn how to play paper and pencil games 

CIVIC ACTIVITIES 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 

x 
x 

Learn how to register to vote. x 
Learn why one should vote • • • • x 
Learn how to vote • • • • • • • • • • • • • • x 
Learn about issues on which to vote. • x 
Learn the basic rights of citizens • • • • • • • • • x 
Learn about the benefits of government • • • x 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 

x 
x 
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TABLE XXV (CONTINUED) 

A NA 

Learn the importance of being good, loyal American 
citizens • • • • • • • • • • • • x 

Learn the privileges of being citizens of a 
democratic country • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • x 

Learn about the serious problems facing the 
community, state, nation, and the world x 

Learn about national holidays and what they mean 
to the American people • • • • • • . • • x 

Learn how to save the land and other natural 
resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Learn how to keep up with the latest news on 
community, state, national, and world 
affairs •••••••••• . . . . . . 

Learn how to use clubs and other organizations 
to which one belongs to meet community needs 

HEALTH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

Learn how to plan meals ••••••••••• 
Discuss problems of health with knowledgeable 

people • o ••••••• o • 

Learn basic rules of cleanliness 
Learn symptoms of mental illness •••• 

. . 

. . 
Learn symptoms of physical illness •••• 
Receive shots for communicable diseases. 
Learn first aid treatments . . . . 
Learn how to report emergencies .•••• 
Learn safety rules •••••••••••••• 
Learn how to prevent fires and other home 

accidents •••••••••••••••• 
Learn how to prepare for storms, tornadoes, and 

other community threats •••••••••• 
Learn basic rules for driving automobiles to 

prevent accidents ••••••••.•••••••• 
Learn basic rules for pedestrians to prevent 

accidents • • ••••o••••••••• 

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

Attend musicals 
Learn to appreciate various types of music 
Learn about great musicians 
Belong to music clubs ••••••• 
Attend plays (dramas) ••••••••.•. 
Learn how to select good television shows. 
Belong to reading clubs ••. 
Attend book talks and reviews ••• 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 



TABLE XXV (CONTINUED) 

Learn about sources from which to obtain free 
reading materials for community . . . . 

Learri how to select and read the best newspapers 
Learn how to use a library . . . . . 
Learn about great thinkers . . . . . . 
Attend lectures on different issues . . . . . . . 
Learn how to speak correctly . • • . • • . 
Learn to appreciate different types of folk 

dances • . . • • . • • . . . • • • . • . . • • . • 
Learn about art, such as paintings, sculpture, 

etc. • . . • • • • • • • • . . • . • . . . • • . • 

INFORMAL INFLUENCE OF PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION LEADERS 

Assistance in understanding the law or courts. 
Help in explaining important issues (problems) 

facing community, state, and nation ••••• 
Assistance in making difficult community 

. . . 

decisions • .•.••••.•••••• . . . . 
Help to parents in the understanding of their 

duties (roles) as parents • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Guidance in understanding behavior problems of 

young people • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Guidance in solving personal problems •••••• 
Guidance in how to get and keep jobs • • • ••• 
Help in reading directions such as labels on 

medicine . o o • • • o • • • • • • • • • . . 
Leadership in the church such as teaching 

· Sunday School classes • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • 

A = Available 
NA= Not Available 

A 

x 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 
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NA 

x 

x 

x 



TABLE XXVI 

SUMMARY OF COURSES, SERVICES, AND ACTIVITIES 
PRESENTLY AVAILABLE TO ADULTS OF RED BIRD 

Courses, Services, and Activities 

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 

Sewing o o • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . • • 
Cooking • • • • • • • . . 
Canning • • • • • • . . . • . . . . 
Shop Training •••••••• 
Vocational Guidance. 

. . . . 
Home Improvement 
Dairying 
Food Production 
Mathematics. 
English. 
History • • • 

. . . . . . . . . . . 

Health . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Arts and Crafts ••••••• . . 
Government . . . . . 

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Learn and play games of interest to adults and 

. . 

. . 

. . 

young people ••••••••••••••••••• 
Engage in physical play, such as baseball, etc •• 
Learn to develop hobbies, such as knitting, 

leatherwork, and other crafts ••••••••••• 
Learn to take advantage of recreational activi-

ties in nearby areas such as parks, etc. . . . 
Learn about the importance of play in the home 
Engage in indoor socials, such as teas, banquets, 

etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials, such 

as picnics., parties, etc •••••••••••••• 
Learn how to organize various types of clubs 
Learn to take advantage of seeing good movies 

and other types of commercialized entertainment 
Learn how to play paper and pencil games •••••• 

CIVIC ACTIVITIES 

Learn how to register to vote . . . . . 
Learn why one should vote . . 
Learn how to vote . . . . . . . ~ . . 
Learn about issues on which to vote 0 . 
Learn the basic rights of citizens 
Learn about the benefits of government . . . . 

A 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 
x 

x 
x 

NA 

x 
x 

x 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 



TABLE XXVI (CONTINUED) 

Courses, Services, and Activities A NA 

Learn the importance of being good, loyal 
American citizens. • • • • • • • x 

Learn the privileges of being citizens of a 
democratic country • • • • • • • • • • x 

Learn about the serious problems facing the 
community, state, nation, and the world. • • x 

Learn about national holidays and what they 
mean to the American people • • • • • • • • • • • • x 

Learn how to save the land and other natural 
resources . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • 

Learn how to keep up with the latest news on 
community, state, national, and world affairs. 

Learn how to use clubs and other organizations 
to which one belongs to meet community needs ••• 

HEALTH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

Learn how to plan meals • • • • • • •. • • • • • • • • 
Discuss problems of health with knowledgeable 

people • . . . • . . . • • . . . . • . . . . . . • 
Learn basic rules of cleanliness •••••••••• 
Learn symptoms of mental illness •••••••••• 
Learn symptoms of physical illness.. .. .... • • • • • • • • 
Receive shots for communicable diseases ••••••• 
Learn first aid treatments • • • • • • • • • 
Learn how to report emergencies ••••••••••• 
Learn safety rules ••• , • • • • • • • • • • • 
Learn how to prevent fires and other 

home accidents •••••••••••••••••• 
Learn how to prepare for storms, tornadoes, and 

other community threats •••••••••••••• 
Learn basic rules for driving automobiles to 

prevent accidents • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Learn basic rules for pedestrians to prevent 

accidents • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

Attend musicals . . . . . . 
Learn to appreciate various types of music ••••• 
Learn about great musicians •••• 
Belong to music clubs. • • • ••• 
Attend plays (dramas) •••.••• , ••• 
Learn how to select good t.elevision shows 
Belong to reading clubs , • • • • • • • • • • • 
Attend book talks and reviews ••••••• 
Learn about sources from which to obtain 

free reading materia:is for community • • • 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
x 
x 

x 



TABLE XXVI (CONTINUED) 

Courses, Services, and Activities 

Learn how to select and read the best newspapers 
Learn how to use a library • • • • • ••• 
Learn about great thinkers ••••••••••• 
Attend lectures on different issues •••• 
Learn how to speak correctly 
Learn to.appreciate different types of 

folk dances ••••••••••• . . . 
Learn about art, such as paintings, sculpture, 

etc. • 0 • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . 
INFORMAL INFLUENCE OF PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION LEADERS 

Assistance in understanding the law or courts •• 
Help in explaining important issues (problems) 

facing community, state, and nation •• 
Assistance in making difficult community 

decisions . ••.•••••••••.•. . . . 
Help to parents in the understanding of their 

. . 

. . 
duties (roles) as parents ••••••••••••• 

Guidance in understanding behavior problems of 
young people . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 

Guidance in solving personal problems ••• 
Guidance in how to get and keep jobs ••• 
Help in reading directions such as labels on 

medicine ••••••••••••••• 
Leadership in the church such as teaching 

Sunday School classes ••••••••• 

A = Available 
NA= Not Available 

. . . . 

A 

x 

x 

x 
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NA 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 
x 



TABLE XXVII 

OPINIONS ON ADUEi EDUCATION COURSES NEEDED FOR RED BIRD 

Sewing 

Cooking 

Canning 

Shop Training 

Vocational Guidance 

Home Improvement 

Food Production 

Dairying 

Mathematics 

English 

History 

Health 

Arts and Crafts 

Government 

CODE: 

Y = Yes 
N:::: No 

U = Undecided 
NC= No Comment 

y 

95.56 

95.56 

75.56 

77.78 

80.00 

93.33 

88.89 

53.33 

88.89 

93.33 

86.67 

88.89 

57.78 

71.11 

N u 

0 4.44 

0 4.44 

20.00 :?.22 

15.56 2.22 

2.:?2 13.33 

0 2 .2:? 

6.67 4.44 

31.11 6.67 

6.67 2. 22 

0 4.44 

4.44 6.67 

4.44 2.22 

22.22 8.89 

11.11 13.33 

NC 

0 

0 

2.22 

4.44 

4.44 

4.44 

0 

8.89 

2. 2:? 

2.2:?. 

2.:22 

4.44 

11.11 

4.45 
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TABLE XXVIII. 

OPINIONS ON RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES NEEDED FOR ADULTS OF RED BIRD 

Learn and play games which are of 
interest to adults, children, and 
youth 

Engage in physical games such as 
baseball, etc. 

Learn to develop hobbies such as 
knitting, leatherwork, and other 
crafts 

Learn to talce advantage of recreational 
activities in nearby areas such as 
parks, etc. 

Learn about the importance of play in 
the home 

Engage in indoor socials such as teas, 
banquets, etc. 

Learn how to plan and carry out out-
door socials such as picnics, 
parties, etc. 

Learn how to organize various types of 
clubs 

Learn to talce advantage of seeing good 
movies and other kinds of commer-
cialized entertainment 

Learn how to 
games 

CODE: 

Y = Yes 
N::: No 

play paper and 

U = Undecided 
NC= No comment 

pencil 

y N u NC 

97.78 0 2.22 0 

73.33 17.78 4.45 4.45 

86.67 6.67 4.45 2.22 

91.11 2.22 4.45 2.22 

93.33 4.45 2.22 0 

88.89 2.22 4.45 4.45 

86.68 8.89 2.22 2.22 

62.22 22.22 11.11 4.45 

77.78 8.89 8.89 4.45 

75.56 13.33 8.89 2.22 



TABLE XXIX 

OPINIONS ON CIVIC ACTIVITIES NEEDED FOR ADULTS OF RED BIRD 

Learn how to register to vote 

Learn why one should vote 

Learn how to vote 

Learn about issues on which to vote 

Learn the basic rights of citizens 

Learn the benefits of government 

Learn the importance of being good 
and loyal American citizens 

Learn the privileges of being 
citizens of a democratic country 

Learn about the most serious prob
lems facing the community, state, 
nation, and the world 

Learn how to save the land and other 
natural resources 

Learn about national holidays 
and what they mean to the American 
people 

Learn how to keep up with the latest 
news on community, state 9 national, 
and world affairs 

Learn how to use clubs and other or
ganizations to which one belongs to 
meet community needs 

CODE: 

Y = Yes 
N = No 

U = Undecided 
NC= No comment 

y N 

55.56 33.33 

95.56 4.45 

88.89 6.67 

93.33 2.22 

95.56 o 

97.78 o 

100.00 0 

100.00 0 

97.78 o 

88.89 0 

88.89 2.22 

95.56 0 

86.67 0 

u 

4.45 

0 

2.22 

2.22 

2.22 

2.22 

0 

0 

2.22 

8.89 

4.45 

4.44 

13.33 

NC 

6.67 

0 

2.22 

2.22 

2.22 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2.22 

4.45 

0 

0 



TABLE XXX 

OPINIONS ON HEALTH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES NEEDED FOR ADULTS 
OF RED BIRD 

Learn how to plan meals 

Discuss problems of health with 
knowledgeable people 

Learn basic rules of cleanliness 

Learn symptoms of mental illness 

Learn symptoms of physical illness 

Receive shots for communicable 
diseases 

Learn first aid treatments 

Learn how to report emergencies 

Learn safety rules 

Learn how to prevent fires and 
other home accidents 

Learn how to prepare for storms, 
tornadoes, and other community 
threats 

Learn basic rules for driving 
automobiles to prevent accidents 

Learn basic rules for pedestrians 
to prevent accidents 

CODE: 

Y = Yes 
N - No 

U = Undecided 
NC= No comment 

y N 

91.11 2 .22 

82 .22 11.11 

93.33 2.22 

97.78 o 

100.00 0 

93.33 

95.56 

93.33 

95.56 

97.78 

97.78 

91.11 

93.33 

0 

0 

2.22 

0 

2.22 

2.22 

2.22 

0 

u 

2.22 

4.45 

4.45 

2.22 

0 

6.67 

4.45 

4.45 

4.45 

0 

0 

4.45 

2.22 
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NC 

4.45 

2.22 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2.22 

4.45 



TABLE XXXI 

OPINIONS ON CULTURAL ACTIVITIES NEEDED FOR ADULTS OF RED BIRD 

Attend musicals 

Learn to appreciate various types 
of music 

Learn about great musicians 

Belong to music clubs 

Attend plays (dramas) 

Learn how to select good television 
shows 

Belong to reading clubs 

Attend book talks and reviews 

Learn about sources from which to 
obtain free reading materials 
for the community 

Learn how to read and select the 
best newspapers 

Learn how to use a library 

Learn about great thinkers 

Attend lectures on different issues 

Learn how to speak correctly 

Learn to appreciate different types 
of folk dances 

Learn about art such as paintings, 
sculpture, etc. 

CODE: 

Y = Yes 
N = No 

U = Undecided 
NC= No comment 

y N u 

57.78 20.00 13.33 

62.22 13.33 24.45 

77.78 11.11 8.89 

84.44 8.89 6.67 

91.11 2 .22 

80.00 11.11 

88.89 6.67 

86.67 4.45 

4.45 

8.89 

2.22 

8.89 

NC 

2.22 

8.89 

0 

0 

2.22 

0 

2.22 

0 

91.11 4.45 O 4.45 

73.33 20.00 6.67 O 

82.22 11.11 4.45 2.22 

91.11 6.67 2.22 0 

93.33 4.45 2.22 O 

51.11 42.22 4.45 2.22 
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TABLE XXXII 

OPINIONS ON INFORMAL INFLUENCE OF PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION LEADERS 
NEEDED FOR ADULTS OF RED BIRD 

Assistance in understanding the 
law or courts 

Help in explaining important issues 
(problems) facing the community, 
state~ and nation 

Assistance in making difficult 
community decisions 

Help to parents in the understanding 
of their duties (roles) as parents 

Guidance in solving personal problems 

Guidance in understanding the behavior 
problems of children 

Guidance in how to get and keep jobs 

Help in reading directions such as 
labels on medicine 

Leadership in the church such as 
teaching Sunday School classes 

CODE: 

Y - Yes 
N = No 

U = Undecided 
NC= No comment 

y 

91.11 

95.56 

91.11 

93.33 

95.56 

95.56 

86.67 

95.56 

95.56 

N u NC 

4.45 0 4.45 

0 4.45 0 

4.45 0 4.45 

2.22 2.22 2.22 

0 2.22 2.22 

2.22 0 

4.45 0 8.89 

2.22 2.22 0 

0 2.22 
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TABLE XXXIII 

OPINIONS ON THE CONSEQUENCES OF CLOSING THE RED BIRD HIGH SCHOOL 

Closing the Negro high school caused 
no serious changes in the commu
nity's life 

Young people get into trouble more 

SA A D SD NC 

8.89 4.45. 37.78 37.78 11.11 

since the Negro high school closed 51.11 35.56 8.89 0 4.45 

The Negro high school should not have 
been closed 48.89 35.56 8.89 2.22 4.45 

Since the Negro high school closed 
more boys and girls drop out of 
school 

Closing the Negro high school cut 
down on educational opportunities 
for adults 

Closing the Negro high school was 
the right thing to do 

The community should find means to 
continue adult educational 
opportunities once offered by the 
Negro high school 

The Negro high school program was 

55.56 37.78 4.45 O 2.22 

2.22 8.89 35.56 48.89 4.44 

64.44 35.56 O 0 0 

adequate (good) 11.11 68.89 13.33 0 6.67 

The Negro high school building should 
be used as a community center 8.89 8.89 68.89 8.89 4.45 

Closing the Negro high school gave 
Negro youth greater educational 
opportunities 33.33 46.67 11.11 4.45 4.45 

The Negro high school program was 
inadequate (poor) 

Since the Negro high school closed, 
fewer social activities are avail-

0 13.33 68.89 11.11 6.67 

able for adults of the community 57.78 42.22 0 0 0 

CODE: SA means "Strongly Agree"i A means ti.Agree", D means "Disagree"; 
SD means "Strongly Disagree 11 ; and NC means "No Comment 11 • 



TABLE XXXIV 

OPINIONS ON ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT COULD 
SPONSOR NEEDED PROGRAMS OF SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

IN RED BIRD COMMUNITY: ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES 

Suggested Sponsors for Needed 
Activities and Services 

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 

The city of Red Bird 
Federal aid programs 
Community churches 
Wagoner County, city and state 

agencies cooperating 
Local clubs 
Don't know 
TOTAL 

TABLE XXXV 

Number 

7 
6 
8 

9 
10 
-2 
45 

OPINIONS ON ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT COULD 
SPONSOR NEEDED PROGRAMS OF SERVICES AND 

ACTIVITIES IN RED BIRD COMMUNITY: 
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Suggested Sponsors for Needed 
Activities and Services 

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Community clubs and fraternal 
organizations 

Churches of the community 
Federal Programs 
County and state cooperatively 
Don't know 
TOTAL 

Number 

15 
10 

8 
9 

~ 

292 

Per Cent 

15056 
13.33 
17.78 

20000 
22022 
11.11 

100.00 

Per Cent 

33.33 
22.22 
17.78 
20.00 
6.6z 

100.00 



TABLE XXXVI 

OPINIONS ON ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT COULD 
SPONSOR NEEDED PROGRAMS OF SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

IN RED BIRD COMMUNITY: CIVIC ACTIVITIES 

Suggested Sponsors for Needed 
Activities and Services 

CIVIC ACTIVITIES 

County and state cooperatively 
City and county cooperatively 
Federal Programs 
Churches 
Local clubs 
Don't know 
TOTAL 

TABLE XXXVII 

Number 

10 
10 
8 
7 
8 
2 
~ 

OPINIONS ON ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT COULD 
SPONSOR NEEDED PROGRAMS OF SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

IN RED BIRD COMMUNITY: HEALTH SERVICES 
AND ACTIVITIES 

Suggested Sponsors for Needed 
Activities and Services 

HEALTH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

Doctors and hospitals nearby 
Federal government 
County and city organizations 
Churches of the city 
The city of Red Bird 
Elementary school 
Don 1 t know 
TOTAL 

Number 

7 
8 
7 
5 
9 
5 
4 

45 

293 

Per Cent 

-22.22 
22.22 
17.78 
15,56 
17.78 
4.44 

100.00 

Per Cent 

15.56 
17.78 
15.56 
11.11 
20.00 
11.11 

8.89 
100.01 



TABLE XXXVIII 

OPINIONS ON ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT COULD 
SPONSOR NEEDED PROGRAMS OF SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

IN RED BIRD COMMUNITY: CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

Suggested Sponsors for Needed 
Activities and Services 

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

Elementary School 
Local Clubs 
The city of Red Bird 
Churches of the city 
Integrated schools which children attend 
Federal and county governments 
Don't know 
TOTAL 

TABLE XXXIX 

Number 

8 
9 

10 
5 
5 
5 

..2 
45 

OPINIONS ON ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT COULD 
SPONSOR NEEDED PROGRAMS OF SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

IN RED BIRD COMMUNITY: INFORMAL INFLUENCE 
OF PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION LEADERS 

Suggested Sponsors for Needed 
Activities and Services 

INFORMAL INFLUENCE OF PROFESSIONAL 
EDUCATION LEADERS 

The elementary school faculty 
Educators and other professional 

persons who live in the area 
Integrated schools which children attend 
Don't know 
TOTAL 

Number 

10 

11 
15 

~ 

294 

Per Cent 

17.78 
20.00 
22.22 
11.11 
11.11 
11 .. 11 
6 .. 67 

100.00 

Per Cent 

22022 

24.45 
33.33 
20.00 

100.00 



TABLE XL 

INTERVIEWEES ENROLLED IN ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 
PRIOR TO THE CLOSING OF THE 

RED BIRD HIGH SCHOOL 

Yes No 

Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 

11 

24.44 75.56 

TABLE XLI 

COURSES TAKEN BY INTERVIEWEES PRIOR TO THE CLOSING 
OF THE RED BIRD HIGH SCHOOL 

Courses Number 

Sewing 
Cooking 
Canning 
Shop Training 
Vocational Guidance 
Home Improvement 
Dairying 
Food Production 
TOTAL 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

11 

295 

Total 

100.00 

Per Cent 

6.67 
2.22 
2.22 
2.22 
2.22 
2.22 
4.44 
2.22 

24.44 



Course 

Cosmetology 
Mathematics 

TABLE XLII .. 

COURSES RED BIRD INTERVIEWEES WOULD 
ADVISE YOUNG ADULTS TO TAKE 

Number 

5 
4 

Vocational Guidance 5 
English 5 
Food Production 3 
Health 5 
Shop Training 7 
Cooking 5 
Sewing 3 
Home Improvement 

~ TOTAL 

296 

Per Cent 

11.11 
8.89 

11.11 
11.11 
6.67 

11.11 
15.55 
11.11 
6.67 
6.67 

100.00 



TABLE XLIII 

SUMMARY OF COURSES, SERVICES, AND ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE TO NEGRO 
ADULTS OF CHANDLER PRIOR TO THE CLOSING OF THE 

NEGRO HIGH SCHOOL 
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A NA 

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 

Sewing 
Cooking 
Canning •••. 
Shop Training •• 
Vocational Guidance. 
Home Improvement 
Dairying •••• 
Food Production 
Mathematics • 

. . . . . . 

. . . . . . 

English • • • • • • • 
History •• 

. . . . . • • • If 

Health . . . . 
Arts and Crafts 
Government 

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Learn and play games of interest to adults and 
young people ••••••••••••••••••• 

Engage in physical play such as baseball, etc •••• 
Learn to develop hobbies such as knitting, 

leatherwork,and other crafts ••••••••••• 
Learn to take advantage of recreational activities 

in nearby areas such as parks, etc ••••••••• 
Learn about the importance of play in the home 
Engage in indoor socials such as teas, banquets, 

etc. . . . . . . . . • . • • • • · 
Learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials such 

as picnics, parties, etc. • • • • • • • •• 
Learn how to organize various types of clubs 
Learn to take advantage of seeing good movies and 

other types of commercialized entertainment • 
Learn how to play paper and pencil games 

CIVIC ACTIVITIES 

Learn how to register to vote 
Learn why one should vote •• 
Learn how to vote •••••• 
Learn about issues on which to vote • 
Learn the basic rights of citizens 
Learn about the benefits of government 

. . . 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 

x 
x 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 

x 
x 



TABLE XLIII (CONTINUED) 

Learn the importance of being good, loyal 
American citizens. • • .••••• 

Learn the privileges of being citizens of 
a democratic country •••••••••• 

Learn about the serious problems facing the 
community, state, nation, and the world. 

Learn about national holidays and what they 
mean to the American people ••••••• 

Learn how to save the land and other natural 
resources • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . 

Learn how to keep up with the latest news on 
community, state, national, and world affairs. 

Learn how to use clubs and other organizations 

298 

A NA 

x 

. • x 

x 

x 

x 

. • ,X 

to which one belongs to meet community needs • • • x 

HEALTH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

Learn how to plan meals ••.••••••••• 
Discuss problems of health with knowledgeable 

people . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Learn basic rules of cleanliness 
Learn symptoms of mental illness •••••••• 
Learn symptoms of physical illness •• 
Receive shots for communicable diseases •••• 
Learn first aid treatments •••••••• 

. . 

Learn how to report emergencies. • • ••••• 
Learn safety rules ••• 
Learn how to prevent fire and other home 

accidents . o • • • , • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Learn how to prepare for storms, tornadoes, 
and other community threats ••••••• 

Learn basic rules for driving automobiles 
to prevent accidents • • • • • • • • • • 

Learn basic rules for pedestrians to prevent 
accidents • ••.••.••••••••.• 

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

Attend musicals • • • • • • • •••• 
Learn to appreciate various types of music 
Learn about great musicians ••••• 
Belong to music clubs ••• 
Attend plays (dramas) ••••• 

. . . 

. . 

x 

x 
x 

x 
x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x 



TABLm XLIII (CONTINUED) 

Learn how to select good television shows. 
Belong to reading clubs •••••• 
Attend book talks and reviews ••••••• 
Learn about sources from which to obtain 

free reading ma teriaJs !or community • • • 
Learn how to select and read the best newspapers 
Learn how to use a library ••.••• 
Learn about great thinkers •••• 
Attend lectures on different issues. 
Learn how to speak correctly •••• 
Learn to appreciate different types of folk 

dances • • • • • • • • . . • . . • 
Learn about art such as paintings, sculpture, 

etc. 

INFORMAL INFLUENCE OF PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION LEADERS 

. 

. 

Assistance in understanding the law or courts •• 
Help in explaining important issues (problems) 

facing community, state, and nation •• 
Assistance in making difficult community 

decisions a •••••••••••••• 

Help to parents in the understanding of their 
duties (roles) as parents •••••••• 

Guidance in understanding behavior problems of 
young people ••••••••••• 

Guidance in solving personal problems ••• 
Guidance in how to get and keep jobs 
Help in reading directions such as lables on 

medicine . • . . . • . . . . . . " 
Leadership in the church such as teaching Sunday 

School classes •••••••••••••••• 

A = Available 
NA= Not Available 

. • 

. • 

. . 

. . 

. . 

A 

x 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 
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NA 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 



'TABLE .XLIV., 

SUMMARY OF COURSES, SERVICES, AND ACTIVITIES PRESENTLY 
AVAILABLE TO NEGRO ADULTS OF CHANDLER 

300 

A NA 

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 

Sewing 
Cooking •• 
Canning • 
Shop Training 
Vocational Guidance 
Home Improvement 
Dairying •••• 
Food Production. 
Mathematics • • 
English ••• 
History •• 
Health 
Arts and Crafts •• 
Government 

*Business Administration ••• 
*Human Resource Development 
*General Agriculture ••••• 

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Learn and play games of interest to adults 
and young people • • • • • • • • • • 

. . . 

. . . 

Engage in physical play such as baseball, etc. 
Learn to develop hobbies such as knitting, 

leatherwork,and other crafts •••••.•• 
Learn to take advantage of recreational activities 

in nearby areas such as parks, etc ••••••• 
Learn about the importance of play in the home 
Engage in indoor socials such as teas, banquets, 

etc a • • • lit • • • • • • • • • • • 

Learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials such 
as picnics, parties, etc •••••••••• 

Learn how to organize various types of clubs 
Learn to .. take advantage of seeing good movies and 

other types of commercialized entertainment • 
Learn how to play paper and pencil games 

CIVIC ACTIVITIES 

Learn how to register to vote 
Learn why one should vote. 
Learn how to vote •••••• 
Learn about issues on which to vote. 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x 
x 
x 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 



TABLE XLIV (CONTINUED) 

Learn the basic rights of citizens •••• 
Learn about the benefits of government 
Learn the importance of being good, loyal 

O O O 

American citizens • • • • • • • • 
Learn the privileges of being citizens of 

a democratic country • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Learn about the serious problems facing the 

community, state, nation, and the world •• 
Learn about national holidays and what they 

mean to the American people ••••••••• 
Learn how to save the land and other natural 

resources o ••• o ~ • ••••••••••• 

Learn how to keep up with the latest news on 
community, state, national, and world affairs ••• 

Learn how to use clubs and other organizations 
to which one belongs to meet community needs ••• 

HEALTH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

Learn how to plan meals ••••••••••• 
Discuss problems of health with knowledgeable 

people • . • . . . . . . o • • 

Learn basic rules of cleanliness •••• 
Learn symptoms of mental illness ••• 
Learn symptoms of physical illness ••••• 
Receive shots for communicable diseases. 
Learn first aid treatments ••• 
Learn how to report emergencies ••••••••• 
Learn safety rules ••••••••••• 
Learn how to prevent fires and other home 

accidents • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Learn how to prepare for storms, tornadoes, 

and other community threats •••••• 
Learn basic rules for driving automobiles to 

prevent accidents • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Learn basic rules for pedestrians to prevent 

accidents o • • • • • o • • • • • • • • • • 

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

. . 

Attend musicals • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Learn to appreciate various types of music ••••• 
Learn about great musicians. 
Belong to music clubs ••••••• 
Attend plays (dramas) • • • • ••• . . . 
Learn how to select good television shows •• 
Belong to reading clubs. • • • ••••••••• 
Attend book talks and reviews ••••••• 
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A NA 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 
x 



TABLE XLIV (CONTINUED) 

Learn about sources from which to obtain 
free reading materials for community • 

Learn how to select and read the best 
. . . 

newspapers • • . • • . . . •..••••. 
Learn how to use a library ••••••••••• 
Learn about great thinkers ••••• 
Attend lectures on different issues 
Learn how to speak correctly 
Learn to appreciate different types of 

. . 

. . 
folk dan.ces • • • . . . . . . • . . . . . • . • 

Learn about art such as music, paintings, 
sculpture, etc ••••••••••••• 

INFORMAL INFLUENCE OF PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION LEADERS 

Assistance in understanding the law or courts •• 
Help in explaining important issues (problems) 

facing community, state, and nation ••• 
Assistance in making difficult community 

decisions o ••••••••••••• 

Help to parents in the understanding of their 
duties (roles) as parents •••••••• 

Guidance in understanding behavior problems of 
young people • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Guidance in solving personal problems ••• 
Guidance in how to get and keep jobs 
Help in reading directions such as labels on 

medicine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Leadership in the church such as teaching Sunday 

School classes •••••••••••••••• 

A = Available 
NA= Not Available 
* = Courses which were not listed in the literature 

. . 

. . 

. . 
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A NA 

x 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 



TABLE XLV 

OPINIONS ON ADULT EDUCATION COURSES NEEDED FOR NEGROES OF CHANDLER 

y N u NC 

Sewing 64.58 14.58 10.42 10.42 

Cooking _ 64.58 10.42 14.58 10.42 

Canning 29.16 52.08 8.33 10.42 

Shop Training 52.08 27.08 10.42 10.42 

Vocational Guidance 58.33 20.83 10.42 10.42 

Home Improvement 62.50 14.58 14.58 8.33 

Food Production 62.50 20.83 12.50 4.17 

Dairying 37.50 20.83 20.83 20.83 

Mathematics 64.58 20.83 14.58 0 

English 66.67 18.75 10.42 4.17 

History 50.00 25.00 20.83 4.17 

Health 66.67 29.17 4.17 0 

Arts and Crafts 22.92 56.25 18.75 2.08 

Government 58.33 20.83 10.42 10.42 

CODE: 

Y = Yes u = Undecided 
N = No NC= No comment 
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TABLE XLVI 

OPINIONS ON RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES NEEDED FOR ADULTS OF CHANDLER 

Learn and play g8.!lles which are of 
interest to adults, children, 

y N u NC 

and youth 60.42 29.17 10.42 0 

Engage in physical games such as 
baseball, etc. 45.83 43.75 10.42 0 

Learn to develop hobbies such as 
knitting, leatherwork, and 
other crafts 43075 39.58 14.58 2.08 

Learn to take advantage of recreational 
activities in nearby areas such as 
parks, etc. 50.00 25.00 25.00 0 

Learn about the importance of play in 
the home 

Engage in indoor socials such as teas, 
banquets, etc. 

Learn how to plan and carry out out
door socials such as picnics, 
parties, etc. 

Learn how to organize various types 
o( clubs 

Learn to take advantage of seeing 
good movies and other kinds of 
commercialized entertainment 

Learn how to play paper and pencil 
games 

CODE: 

Y = Yes 
N = No 

U = Undecided 
NC= No comment 

6 .. 25 

37.50 58.33 4.17 0 

39.58 60.42 O 0 

25.00 58.33 8.33 

41.67 37.50 14.58 6 .. 25 

37.50 56.25 4.17 2.08 



TABLE XLVII 

OPINIONS ON CIVIC ACTIVITIES NEEDED FOR ADULTS OF CHANDLER 

Learn how to register to vote 

Learn why one should vote 

Learn how to vote 

Learn about issues on which to vote 

Learn the basic rights of citizens 

Learn the benefits of government 

Learn the importance of being good, 
loyal American citizens 

Learn the privileges of being 
citizens of a democratic country 

Learn about the most serious prob
lems facing the community, 
state, nation, and the world 

Learn how to save the land and other 
natural resources 

Learn about national holidays 
and what they mean to the American 
people 

Learn how to keep up with the latest 
news on community, state, national, 
and world affairs 

Learn how to use clubs and other 
organizations to which one belongs 
to meet community needs 

CODE: 

Y = Yes 
N = No 

U = Undecided 
NC= No comment 

y N u 

31.25 60.42 8.33 

70.83 20.83 4.17 

58.33 33.33 8.33 

87.50 8.33 4.17 

87.50 4.17 4.17 

83.33 O 10.42 

100.00 0 0 

100.00 0 0 

97.92 O 2.08 

79.17 O 14.58 

83.33 O 16.67 

72.92 20.83 6.25 

305 

NC 

0 

4.17 

0 

0 

4.17 

6.25 

0 

0 

0 

6.25 

0 

0 

0 
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TABLE XLVIII 

OPINIONS ON HEALTH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES NEEDED 
FOR NEGRO ADULTS OF CHANDLER 

Learn how to plan meals 

Discuss problems o! health with 
knowledgeable people 

Learn basic rules o! cleanliness 

Learn symptoms of mental illness 

Learn symptoms o! physical illness 

Receive shots for communicable 
diseases 

Learn first aid treatments 

Learn how to report emergencies 

Learn safety rules 

Learn how to prevent fires and 
other home accidents 

Learn how to prepare for storms, 
tornadoes, and other community 
threats 

Learn basic rules for driving 
automobiles to prevent accidents 

Learn basic rules for pedestrians 
to prevent accidents 

CODE: 

Y = Yes 
N = No 

U = Undecided 
NC= No comment 

y N u 

79.17 8.33 4.17 

72.92 O 20.83 

83.33 10.42 6.25 

97.92 0 2.08 

100.00 0 0 

NC 

6.25 

0 

0 

0 

29.17 29.17 20.83 20.83 

97.92 O 2.08 O 

93.76 O 6.25 O 

100.00 0 0 0 

100.00 0 0 0 

100.00 0 0 0 

79.17 0 10.42 10.42 

77.08 0 12.50 10.42 



'l'ABLE XLIX 

OPINIONS ON CULTURAL ACTIVITIES NEEDED FOR NEGRO ADULTS OF CHANDLER 

y N u NC 

Attend musicals 39058 37050 16.67 6.25 

Learn to appreciate various types 
of music 52.08 29.17 10.42 8.33 

Learn about great musicians 41.67 31.25 20.83 6.25 

Belong to music clubs 37.50 33.33 16.67 12.50 

Attend plays (dramas) 20.83 43.75 18.75 16.67 

Learn how to select good television 
shows 56.25 22.92 16067 4.17 

Belong to reading clubs 43075 18.75 20.83 16.67 

Attend book talks and reviews 50.00 20.83 29.17 0 

Learn about sources from which to 
obtain free reading materials for 
the community 47.92 20.83 22.92 8.33 

Learn how to read newspapers and how 
to select the best newspapers 52.08 18.75 22.92 6.25 

Learn how to use a library 31.25 37.50 25.00 6.25 

Learn about great thinkers 33.33 31.25 20.83 14.58 

Attend lectures on different issues 22.92 52.08 18.75 6.25 

Learn how to speak correctly 62.50 16.67 12.50 8.33 

Learn to appreciate different types 
of folk dances 33.33 35.42 20.83 10.42 

Learn about art such as painting, 
sculpture, etc. 35.42 39.58 16.68 8.33 

CODE: 

Y = Yes u = Undecided 
N = No NC= No comment 



TABLE L 

OPINIONS ON INFORMAL INFLUENCE OF PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION LEADERS 
NEEDED FOR ADULTS OF CHANDLER 

y N 

Assistance in understanding the law 
or courts 83.33 8.33 

Help in explaining important issues 
or problems facing the community, 
state, and nation 100.00 0 

Assistance to Negro leaders in making 
difficult community decisions 72.92 20.83 

Help to parents in the understanding 
of their duties (roles) as parents 100.00 0 

Guidance in solving personal problems 100.00 0 

Guidance in understanding the behavior 
problems of children 100.00 0 

Guidance in how to get and keep jobs 70.83 16.67 

u 

0 

6.25 

0 

0 

0 

8.33 

Help in reading directions such as 
labels on medicine 70.83 18.75 10.42 

Leadership in the church such as 
teaching Sunday School classes 

CODE: 

Y = Yes 
N = No 

U - Undecided 
NC= No comment 

83.33 10.42 
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NC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4.17 

0 

0 



TABLE LI 

OPINIONS ON THE CONSEQUENCES OF CLOSING THE NEGRO HIGH SCHOOL 
IN CHANDLER 

SA A D SD 

Closing the Negro high school caused 
no serious changes in the commu-
nity's life 2 .. 08 6.25 83.33 8.33 

Young people get into trouble more 
since the Negro high school 
closed 10.42 20.83 50.00 10 .. 42 

The Negro high school should not 
have been closed 20.83 58.33 12.50 8 .. 33 

Since the Negro high school closed 
more boys and girls drop out of 
school 0 45.83 45.83 0 

Closing the Negro high school cut 
down on educational opportuni-
ties for adults 100.00 0 0 0 

Closing the Negro high school was 
the right thing to do 8.33 12.50 58.33 20.83 

The community should find means to 
continue adult educational op-
portu,.~ities once offered by the 
Negro high school 100.00 0 0 0 

The Negro high school building 
should be used as a community 
center 100.00 0 0 0 

The Negro high school program was 
adequate (good) 29.17 41.67 10.42 1:0.42 

Closing the Negro high school gave 
Negro youth greater educational 
opportunities 62.50 22 .. 92 6.25 6.25 

The Negro high school program was 
inadequate (poor) 10.42 10 .. 42 41.67 29.17 

Since the Negro high school closed, 
fewer social activities are avail-
able for adults of the community 100.00 0 0 0 
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NC 

0 

8 .. 33 

0 

8.33 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8.33 

2.08 

8.33 

0 



TABLE LI (CONTINUED) 

CODE: 

SA means 00 Strongly Agree 1\ A means II Agree'\ D means II Disagree 'V, SD 
means "Strongly Disagree 09, and NC means "No Comment 110 

310 



TABLE LII 

OPINIONS ON ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT COULD 
SPONSOR NEEDED PROGRAMS OF SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

IN CHANDLER COMMUNITY: ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES 

Suggested Sponsors for Needed 
Activities and Services 

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 

Community Action Programs under OEO 
Negro churches of community 
Schools of the city 
Don't know 
TOTAL 

Number 

25 
11. 
12 

0 
48 

.311 

Per Cent 

52.08 
22.92 
25.00 
00.0Q 

100.00 

---------------------·------------

TABLE LUI 

OPINIONS ON ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT COULD 
SPONSOR NEEDED PROGRAMS OF SERVICES AND 

ACTIVITIES IN CHANDLER COMMUNITY: 
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Suggested Sponsors for Needed 
Activities and Services 

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Community clubs 
Churches of the community 
The schools of the city (both 

elementary and seconda:r·y) 
Don't know 
TOTAL 

Number 

20 
1.5 

13 
0 

48 

Per Cent 

4·L6'7 
31.25 

2?.08 
00.00 

100.00 



TABLE LIV 

OPINIONS ON ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT COULD 
SPONSOR NEEDED PROGRAMS OF SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

IN CHANDLER COMMUNITY: CIVIC ACTIVITIES 

Suggested Sponsors for Needed 
Acti v--i ties and Services 

CIVIC ACTIVITIES 

The city of Chandler 
Community Action Programs (OEO) 
Lincoln County and State (through agents) 
Schools of the city 
Negro churches of the city 
Clubs of the city 
Donvt know 
TOTAL 

TABLE LV 

Number 

8 
8 
5 

13 
3 

10 
1 

48 

OPINIONS ON ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT COULD 
SPONSOR NEEDED PROGRAMS OF SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

IN CHANDLER COMMUNITY: HEALTH SERVICES 
AND ACTIVITIES 

Suggested Sponsors for Needed 
ActiYities and Services 

HEALTH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

Hospitals and Cl:l'..rlics of City and County 
County Health Association 
Schools of the city 
Social Action Programs (OEO) 
Churches of the ci t;y 
Comrrmnity Clubs and Organizations of the city 
Donvt know 
TOTAL 

Number 

13 
10 
6 

10 
2 
.5 
2 

48 

312 

Per Cent 

16.67 
16.67 
10.42 
27.08 
6.25 

20.83 
2.08 

100.00 

Per Cent 

27.08 
20.83 
12.50 
20.83 
4.17 

10.42 
4.17 

100.00 



TABLE LVI 

OPINIONS ON ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT COULD 
SPONSOR-NEEDED PROGRAMS OF SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

IN CHANDLER COMMUNITY: CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

Suggested Sponsors for Needed 
Activities and Services 

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

The schools of the city 
The Lincoln County Museum 
The Lincoln County Library 
Commllllity Clubs 
Churches of the city (Negro) 
Don't know 
TOTAL 

TABLE LVII 

Number 

16 
10 
10 
5 
7 
0 

I;B 

OPINIONS ON ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT COULD 
SPONSOR NEEDED PROGRAMS OF SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

IN CHANDLER COMMUNITY: INFORMAL INFLUENCE 
OF PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION LEADERS 

Suggested Sponsors for Needed 
Activities and Services 

INFORMAL INFLUENCE OF PROFESSIONAL 
EDUCATION LEADERS 

Teachers in the schools of city 
Professional persons of the town 

(including all professional persons) 
Don't know 
TOTAL 

Number 

20 

25 

~ 
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Per Cent 

33.33 
20.83 
20.83 
10.42 
14.58 
00.00 
99.99 

Per Cent 

4L67 

52.08 
6.25 

100.00 



Yes 

TABLE LVIII 

INTERVIEWEES ENROLLED IN ADULT EDUCATION 
COURSES PRIOR TO THE CLOSING OF THE 

CHANDLER NEGRO HIGH SCHOOL 

No 

Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 

14 

29.17 

TABLE LIX 

COURSES TAKEN BY INTERVIEWEES PRIOR TO THE CLOSING 
OF THE CHANDLER NEGRO HIGH SCHOOL 

Courses Number 

Sewing 
Cooking; 
Canning 
Shop Training 
Vocational Guidance 
Home Improvement 
Dairying 
Food Production 
TOTAL 

2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
3 
1 
l 

14 

314 

Total 

48 

100.00 

Per Cent 

4.17 
4.17 
6.25 
2.08 
2.08 
6.25 
2.08 
2.08 

29.17 



Course 

Home Management 
Sewing 
Food Production 
English 
Health 
Cosmetology 
Shop Training 
Mathematics 
History 
Dairying 

TABLE LX 

COURSES CHANDLER INTERVIEWEES WOULD 
ADVISE YOUNG ADULTS TO .TAKE 

Number 

5 
5 
5 
4 
6 
4 
5 
l 
2 
3 

Vocational Guidance 6 
Government 2 

TOTAL 48" 
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Per Cent 

10.42 
10.42 
10.42 
8.33 

12.50 
8.33 

10.42 
2.08 
4.1? 
6.25 

12.50 
4.1? 

100.00 



APPENDIX B 

QUESTIONNAIRE ONE: SCHOOL-RELATED SERVICES 

AND ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE TO ADULTS 

PRIOR TO CLOSING OF HIGH SCHOOL 
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Dear Friend: 

Langston, Oklahoma 
Box 517 
May 18, 1967 

In partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Doctor of 
Education degree at Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, 
Oklahoma, I am collecting information on the changes brought 
about in small communities by the removal of the public high 
school as a result of the desegregation law of 1954. In 
order to find out what the changes are, I will need informa
tion on what the high school offered to the community in the 
areas of adult education classes, recreational activities, 
civic activities, health services and activities, cultural 
activities, and informal influence of the professional edu
cation leaders of the community. 

You have been recommended as a person who is knowledgeable on 
the Negro public high school offerings of your community, the 
year prior to the closing of the school. You would be of 
great help to me in the study by responding to the enclosed 
questionnaire which was prepared as a vital part of my work. 

Also, your assistance in this effort is greatly needed for 
a different reason. By contributing information to this 
questionnaire, you will be helping community leaders and 
planners to obtain information for the further development of 
community programs. 

A formal reply to this letter will not be necessary. Merely 
fill in the form and return it in the enclosed self-addressed 
envelope. However, your suggestions, comments, and criticisms 
will be most welcome. I will be happy to inform you concerning 
the results of the study. 

Very truly yours, 

Annie Laurie Coleman 
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DIRECTIONS: This questionnaire is divided into six parts: 
Part I, Adult Education; Part II, Recreational Activities; 
Part III, Civic Activities; Part IV, Health Services and 
Activities; Part V, Cultural Activities; and Part VI, In
formal Influence of Professional Education Leaderso There 
are several items under each part of the questionnaireo 
These items are on adult education classes, services, 
activities, and contributions made possible through the 
help of the Negro public high school before it closedo 

Your replies are requested concerning adult classes, serv
ices, activities, and contributions in the community 
(under study) through the cooperation of the Negro public 
high school one year before it was closed. Spaces are 
provided for two possible responses. 

If your response to an item is "YES", please place a check 
mark (v') in the space provided/. for "YES"· If your response 
is "NO", place a check mark (v) in the space provided for 
"NO n • 

At the end of each Part of the questionnaire, space is 
provided for related classes, services, activities, and 
contributions which might have been available to adults 
of the community - but not included on the questionnaire. 
Please list the same. 

At the beginning of each Part of the questionnaire, there 
is a brief explanation of the terms to identify that 
part. This is done to clarify the use of the terms of the 
questionnaire. 

Please respond to all items. The last pages of the ques
tionnaire are for including whatever suggestions, comments, 
and criticisms you have to make. 
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3. 

Part I: Adult Education Courses refer 
to those courses or classes b.eld -under 
the sponsorship of the public higl:i,_, school 
for adults and out-of-school youths. 
One -year prior to its closing, the high school 
ing courses in adult education: 

1. Sewing 
2. Cookinll 
'3. Cannin.e: 
4. Shop (such as care, repair and operation of 

farm eauipment) 
5. Vocational Guidance (such as helping people 

plan and receive training for occupations, 
especiallv farmin~) 
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Form No. I-A 
Town: 
Date: 

offered the follow-

Yes No 

6. Home Improvement (such as interior decorating, 
naintinQ'. landscaninQ'. growing lawns. etc.) 

7. Dairying (such as selecting and caring for 
dairy cattle, improving pasture, treating 
ailments and diseases of cattle. etc.) 

8. Food Production (such as gardening, growing 
fruits, vegetables, animals, and fowls-for 
food) 

9. Mathematics (General arithmetic) 
10. English (remedial English such as how to 

write letters. speak correctlv. and read) 
11. Historv (2eneral history) 
12. Health (such as first-aid, child care, 

home-nursin.e:. and pre-natal care) 
13. Arts and Crafts (such as ceramics, pottery, 

carvin.e:. leather craft. etc.) 
14. Government {such as basic laws of town, 

state, and nation, and how to be a good 
citizen) 
Other:. 
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Part II: Recreational Activities refer to those Form No. I-B 
kinds of activities that are planned and spon- Town: 
sored b the school for leasure and en·o ent. Date: 
One year prior to its closing 1 the high school offered adults the 
opportunity to: 

Yes No 
1. Learn and play games which are of interest 

to adults and young people 
2. Engage in physical play such as baseball, 

etc. 
3. Learn to develop hobbies such as knitting, 

leatherworkl and other crafts 
4. Learn to take advantage of recreational 

activities in nearby areas such as parks, 
etc. 

5. Learn about the importance of play in the 
home 

6. Engage in indoor socials such as teas, 
banauets. etc. 

7., Learn to plan and carry out outdoor socials 
such as picnics. parties. etc. 

($. Learn how to organize various types of 
clubs 

9. Learn to take advantage of seeing good 
movies and other kinds of (commercialized) 
entertainment 

10. Learn how to Play Paper and Pencil games 
Other: 
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Part III: Civic Activities refer to those Form No. I-C 
activities planned by the school which lead 
to the participation in, and the understand- Town: 
ing and practice of good citizenship on the 
levels of city, county, state, national, Date: 
and international affairs. 
One year prior to its closing, the high school offered adults the 
opportunity to: 

Yes 
1. Learn how to register to vote 
2. Learn why one should vote 
3. Learn how to vote 
4. Learn about issues on which to vote 
5. Learn the basic rights of citizens 
6. Learn about the benefits of government 
?. Learn the importance of being good, loyal 

American citizens 
8. Learn the privileges of being citizens of 

a democratic country 
9. Learn about the serious problems facing 

the community, state, nation, and the 
world 

10. Learn about national holidays and what 
they mean to the American People 

11. Learn how to save the land and other 
natural resources 

12. Learn how to keep up with the latest 
news on community, statej national, 
and world affairs 

13. Learn how to use clubs and other organ-
izations to which one belongs to meet 
community needs 
Other: 

No 
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Part IV: Health Services~ Activities refer 
to those services and activities planned and 
sponsored by the school to foster health 
education and better health among adults as 
well as outh of the communit. 
One year prior to its closing, the Negro high 
the opportunity to: 

1. Learn how to plan meals 
2. Discuss the problems of health with 

knowled.11:eable people 
'3. Learn basic rules of cleanliness 
4. Learn symptoms (signs) of mental 

illness 
5. Learn symptoms (signs) of physical 

illness 
6. Receive shots for communicable 

diseases 
7. Learn first aid treatments 
8. Learn how to report emer.11:encies 
9. Learn safety rules 
10. Learn how to prevent accidents and 

fires at home 
11. Learn how to prepare for storms, 

tornadoes, and other community 
threats 

12. Learn basic rules for driving auto-
mobiles to :erevent accidents 

13 0 Learn basic rules for pedestrians 
(people walking) to prevent accidents 
Other: 
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Form No. I-D 

Town: 

Date: 
school offered adults 

Yes No 

I 

I. 

t 
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Part V: Cultural Activities refer to school 
planned activities engaged in for enjoyment 
and enrichment,activities which embody a 
high standard of excellence and refinement 
such as art music drama etc. 
One year prior to its closing, the high school 
portunities to: 

1. Attend musicals 
2. Learn to appreciate various types of 

music ,. Learn about great musicians 
4. Belone: to music clubs 
5. Attend nlaYs (dramas) 
6. Learn how to select good television 

shows 
7. Belorur to reading clubs 
8. Attend book talks and reviews 
9. Learn about sources from which to 

obtain free reading materials for 
the community 

10. Learn how to select and read the 
best newspauers 

11. Learn how to use a library 
l~. Learn about great thinkers 
B. Attend lectures on different issues 
14. Learn how to speak correctly 
15. Learn to appreciate different types 

of (folk) dances 
16. Learn about art (such 

sculpture. etc.) 
as paintings, 

Other: 

323 

Form No. I-E 

Town: 

Date: 
offered adults op-

Yes No 
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Part VI: Informal Influence of Profes- Form No. I-F 
sional Education Leaders refers to those 
contributions of school leaders which are Town: 
made outside their assigned duties at the 
school. Date: 
One year prior to its closing, the high school leaders offered: 

Yes No 
1. Assistance in understanding the law or 

courts 
2. Help in explaining important issues 

(problems) facing the community, state, 
and nation 

3. Assistance in making difficult community 
decisions 

4. Help to parents in the understanding of 
their duties (roles) as parents 

5. Guidance in understanding behavior prob-
lems of youn9: people 

6. Guidance in solvirur personal problems 
7. Guidance in how to get and keep .iobs ~. Help in reading directions such as 

labels on medicine 
9. Leadership in the church such as teaching 

Sunday School classes 
Other: 



1. Name of person: 

9 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

2. Sex: Male Female • --~--------- -------------
3. Marital Status: Married Single ------- -----~ 

Divorced Widow(er) ------
4. Age Level: 24-34 35-45 46 and above --~- --- ---------
5. Name of Town: 

6. Address: 

7. Occupation: 

8. Length of time lived in present community-----------

9. Length of time lived in community under study -------

10. Former position in community under study -------------
11. Name of high school now closed-----------------

NAMES OF RESPONDENTS WILL NOT BE REVEALED 

THANK YOU VERY KINDLY FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 
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APPENDIX C 

QUESTIONNAIRE TWO: CURRENTLY EXISTING PROGRAMS 

AND ACTIVITIES FOR ADULTS OF 

COMMUNITIES STUDIED 
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Dear Friend: 

Langston, Oklahoma 
Box 517 
May 18, 1967 

In partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Doctor 
of Education degree at Oklahoma State Universtiy, Stillwater, 
Oklahoma, I am collecting information on changes brought 
about in small communities by the removal of the Negro 
high schools as a result of the desegregation law of 1954. 
In order to find out what the changes are, I will need 
information on what is being offered in the community (at 
the present time) in the areas of adult education classes, 
recreational activities, civic activities, health services 
and activities, cultural activities, and informal influence 
of professional education leaders of the community. 

You have been recommended as a person who is knowledgeable on 
the programs, activities, and services which are now being 
made available to the adults in the Negro community of your 
town. You would be of great help to me in the study by 
responding to the enclosed questionnaire which was prepared 
as a vital part of my work. 

Also, your assistance in this effort is greatly needed for 
a different reason. By contributing information to this 
questionnaire, you will be helping community leaders and 
planners to obtain information for the further development 
of community programs. 

A formal reply to this letter will not be necessary. Merely 
fill in the form and return it in the enclosed self-addressed 
envelope. However, your suggestions, comments, and criticisms 
will be most welcome. I will be happy to inform you concern
ing the results of this study. 

Very truly yours, 

Annie Laurie Coleman 
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Directions: This questionnaire is divided into six parts: 
Part I, Adult Education; Part II, Recreational Activities; 
Part III, Civic Activities; Part IV, Health Services and 
Activities; Part V, Cultural Activities; and Part VI, Infor
mal Influence of Professional Education Leaders. There are 
several items under each part of the questionnaire. These 
items are on adult education classes, services, activities, 
and contributions made possible through the help of the 
public high school before it was closed. 

Although the high school is closed, perhaps some or all of 
these adult classes, services, activities, and contributions 
set forth in the items are still made possible in your 
community. You are asked to respond to the items. Spaces 
are provided for four possible responses. 

If your response to any item is "YES", please place a check 
mark~ in the space provided for "YES" and in the other 
spaces provided, name the organization(s) or agency(ies) 
sponsoring the adult classes, services, activities, or 
contributionso Howev~, if your response to an item is "NO", 
place a check mark (v) in the space provided for "NO", and 
disregard the other spaces opposite the item. 

At the end of each Part of the questionnaire, space is pro
vided for related classes, services, activities, and contri
butions available in your community - but not on the ques
tionnaireo Please list the same, together with the sponsor(s), 
and for how many years available. 

At the beginning of each Part of the questionnaire there is 
a brief explanation of the terms used to identify that par
ticular part. This is done to clarify the use of the terms 
of the questionnaire. Please repond to all items. The last 
pages of the questionnaire are for including any suggestions, 
comments, and criticisms you have to make. 
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Part I: Adult Education Courses refer 
to those courses or classes held under 
the sponsorship of the public high 
school for adults and out-of-school 
youths. 
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Form No. II-A 

Town: 

Date: 
The following adult education courses are offere d in my commun it ::v: 

Sponsoring No. Yrs. 
Yes No Organization Available 

1. Sewirur 
2. Cooking ~. Cannin!l 
4. Shop (such as care, repair, 

and operation of farm 
eouipment) 

5. Vocational Guidance (such as 
helping people plan and re-
ceive training for occupa-
tions. esneciall:v farmin~) 

6. Home Improvement (such as 
interior decorating, paint-
ing, landscaping, growing 
lawns. etc.) 

7. Dairying (such as selecting 
and caring for dairy cattle, 
improving pasture, treating 
ailments, and diseases of 
cattle. etc.) 

8. Food Production (such as 
gardening, growing fruits, 
vegetables, animals and 
fowls for food 

9. Mathematics (general 
arithmetic) 

10. English (remedial English 
such as how to write letters, 
sneak correctly. and read 

11. Historv (general history) 
12. Health (such as first-aid, 

child care, home-nursing, 
and pre-natal care) 

13. Arts and Crafts (such as 
ceramics, pottery, carving, 
leather craft. etc.) 

14. Government (such as basic 
laws of town, state, and 
nation, and how to be a 
good citizen) 
Other: 



Part II: Recreational Activities refer to 
those kinds of activities that are planned 
and sponsored by the school for pleasure 
and en·o ent. 
Ad lt i it h t it t u s n my commun .;y ave oppor un T o: 

.. , ... ,. '. ~ . 

Yes No 
1. Learn and play games which 

a.re of interest to adults 
and young people 

2. Engage in physical play 
such as baseball. etc. 

3. - Learn to develop hobbies 
such as knitting, leather-
workQ and other crafts 

4. Learn to take advantage of 
recreational activities in 
nearby areas such as parks, 
etc. 

5. Learn about the importance 
of Play in the home 

6. Engage in indoor socials 
such as teas, banquets, 
etc. 

7. Learn to plan and carry out 
outdoor socials such as 
Eicnics 2 Earties2 etc. 

8. Learn how to organize 
various types of clubs 

9. Learn to take advantage of 
seeing good movies and 
other kinds of (commer-
cialized) entertainment 

10. Learn how to play paper and 
pencil games 
Other: 
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Form No. II-B 
Town: 
Date: 

Sponsoring No. Yrs, 
Organization Available 

' 
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Part III: Civic Activities refer to those 
activities planned by the school which lead 
to the participation in, and the understand
ing and practice of good citizenship on the 
levels of city, county, state, national, 
and international affairs. 
Ad lt i it h t it t u s n my commun :y ave oppor un ;y o: 

Yes No 
1. Learn how to register to vote 
2. Learn why one should vote 
"3 0 Learn how to vote 
4. Learn about issues on which 

to vote 
5. Learn the basic rights of 

citizens 
6. Learn about the benefits 

of government 
7. Learn. the importance of being 

goodQ loyal American citizens 
8. Learn the privileges of being 

citizens of a democratic 
country 

9. Learn about the serious prob-
lems facing the community, 
state. nation. and the world 

10. Learn about national holidays 
and what they mean to the 
American ·peovle 

lL Learn how to save the land 
and other natural resources 

12. Learn how to keep up with 
the latest news on community, 
state, national, and world 
affairs 

13. Learn how to use clubs and 
other organizations to which 
one belongs to meet commu-
nity needs 
Other: 
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Form No. II-C 

Town: 

Date: 

Sponsoring No. Yrs. 
Organization Available 
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Part IV: Health Services and Activities 
refer to those services and activities 
planned and sponsored by the school to 
foster health education and better health 
among adults as well as youth in the 
communit. 
Ad lt i t it t u s n my community have onnor un ;y o: 

Yes No 
1. Learn how to nlan meals 
2. Discuss the problems of 

health with knowledgeable 
people 

3. Learn basic rules of 
cleanliness 

4. Learn symptoms (signs) of 
mental illness 

5. Learn symptoms (signs) of 
physical illness 

6. Receive shots for communi-
cable diseases 

7. Learn first aid treatments 
8. Learn how to report 

emergencies 
9. Learn safety rules 
10. Learn how to prevent acci-

dents and fires at home 
11. Learn how to prepare for 

storms, tornadoes~ and 
other community threats 

12. Learn basic rules for 
driving automobiles to 
nrevent accidents 

13. Learn basic rules for 
pedestrians (people 
walking) to prevent 
accidents 
Other: 

I 
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Form No. II-D 

Town: 

Date: 

Sponsoring No. Yrs. 
Organization Available 
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Part V: Cultural Activities refer to school 
planned activities engaged in for enjoyment 
and enrichment, activities which embody a 
high standard of excellence and refinement 
such as art music drama etc. 
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Form No. II-E 

Town: 

Date: 
Ad lt i it h t iti t u s n my commun ;y ave oPPor un es o: 

Sponsoring No. Yrs. 
Yes No Organization Available 

1 • .Attend musicals 
2. Learn to appreciate various 

types of music 
3. Learn about great musicians 
4. Belong to music clubs 
5. Attend plays (dramas) 
6. Learn how to select good 

television shows 
?. Belong to reading clubs ~. Attend book talks and reviews 
9. Learn about sourqes from 

which to obtain free reading 
materials for the community 

10. Learn how to select and read 
the best newspapers 

11. Learn how to use a library 
12. Learn about great thinkers 
13. Attend lectures on different 

issues 
14. Learn how to speak correctly 
15. Learn to appreciate different 

types of (folk) dances 
16. Learn about art (such as 

paintings, sculpture. etc.) 
Other: 
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Part VI: Informal Influence of Professional 
Education Leaders refers to those contribu
tions of school leaders which are made out
side their assi ned duties at the school. 
Ad lt i it ff d u s n my commun ;y are o ere : 

Yes No 
1. Assistance in understanding 

the law or courts 
2. Help in explaining important 

issues (problems) facing the 
communitYa statea and nation 

3. Assistance in making diffi-
cult community decisions 

4. Help to parents in the under-
standing of their duties 
(roles) as parents 

5. Guidance in understanding 
behavior problems of young 
ueoule 

6. Guidance in solving personal 
problems 

7. Guidance in how to get and 
keen jobs 

8. Help in reading directions 
such as labels on medicine 

9. Leadership in the church such 
as teaching Sunday School 
classes 
Other: 

Form No. II-F 
Town: 
Date: 

Sponsoring No. Yrs. 
Ora:anization Available 
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PERSONAL INFORMATION 

1. Name of person: --------------------------------------------~ 
2. Sex: Male Female --------------~--~ 
3. Marital Status: Married Single ~------------ ------------~ 

Divorced Widow(er) 

4. Age Level: 24-34 35-45 46 and above --~--- ---~--
5. Name of Town: 

6. Address: 

7. Occupation: 

8. Length of time lived in present community-------------------

9. Length of time lived in community under study----------------

10. Former position in community under study ------------------~ 

11. Name of high school now closed -----------------------~------

NAMES OF RESPONDENTS WILL NOT BE REVEALED 

THANK YOU VERY KINDLY FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 



APPENDIX D 

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE: OPINIONS ON NEEDS OF 

ADULTS IN THE COMMUNITIES UNDER STUDY 

AND THE EFFECTS OF DESEGREGATION 



SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 

Section I - Adult Education Classes, Services, Activities, and 
Contributions Needed in the Community Since the 
Closing of the Negro Public High School. 
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Section II - Adult Opinions Regarding Desegregation, Related Changes 
and Their Consequences. 

Section III - Demographic Data on Respondents 



DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION IB-G: 

This interview schedule is divided into six parts: Part I, Adult 

Education Classes; Part II, Recreational Activities; Part III, Civic Ac

tivities; Part IV, Health Services and ActJvities; PartV, C,ultural Activi

ties; and Part VI, Informal Influence of Professional Education Leaders. 

There are several items under each part of the interview. The items 

are on adult education classes, services, activities, and contributions 

made possible through the help of the Negro public high school before 

it closed. 

Since the Negro high school in your community is closed, perhaps 

some adult education classes, services, activities, and contributions 

(which were made possible through the school) are needed. I am going 

to read a list of several types of classes, services, activities, and 

contributions. I would like for you to tell me whether or not you 

think they are needed in your community. If you feel that they are 

needed, answer "Yes". If you feel that they are not needed, answer 

"No 11 • If you are not sure, answer II Undecided"· If you do not wish 

to say how you feel, answer "No Comment 11• Also, you may add other 

classes, services, activities, and contributions which you feel are 

needed but are not included in this interview schedule. 

Code: Y = Yes; N = No; U = Undecided; NC= No Comment 



INTERVIEW SOHEDUtE·SIDTION.I 

Identification 
Form No•. ; I;.;;A 
Topic: 
Town: 
Date: 

. Interviewer: 
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1. In the year prior to the cloaing of the.high school in your commu ... 

nity, were you enrolle.ci in ari.y of the adult education classes 

· offered? Yes 

2. What are the narnes of the <;:la.sees in .which you were enroll~d? 

(Plea.se list.) 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e~ . 

. 3. Suppose a young adult of your commun:i.ty asked your advfoe on what 
. :' ' ··.· . : . . .. 

would be thet most benefic:t:13Lor helpful class for .adults in ypur 

community. What i;;ingJe clasa wot1id you advise him or her to :take? 
. . . 

I .· . ' . '.· .•• : .. ' •. .':·_·:_', .'. :. . ·-,- .·,:.:::. ' .. · ' '. • .. 

4. r wish you would tell me something about the adult education · 
. . 

classes, ·services, and activities you !eel are needed in yo~ 

corrunun:i.ty. Will you answer a few questioni;; for me? 



EXPLANATION: Adult Education Courses 
refer to classes or courses held under 
under the sponsorship of the public 
school for adults and out-of-school 
youths. 

Identification 
Form No.: I-B 
Topic: Adult Education 
Town: 
Date: 
Interviewer: 

Do you feel that the adults of your community need to take the follow
ing courses? 

y N u NC 

1. Sewing 
:? • Cookinii: 
'3. Canning 
4. Shop (such as care, repair, and 

operation of farm eauipment) 
5. Vocational Guidance (such as helping 

people plan and receive training for 
occupations. especially farmin~) 

6. Home Improvement (such as interior 
decorating, painting, landscaping, 
growing lawns. etc. 

7. Dairying (such as selecting and 
caring for dairy cattle, improving 
pasture, treating ailments and 
diseases of cattle. etc.) 

8. Food Production (such as gardening, 
growing fruits, vegetables, animals, 
and fowls for food) 

9. Mathematics (General arithmetic) 
10. English (remedial English such as 

how to write letters, speak 
correctly. and read) 

11. History (General history) t 
t 

12. Health (such as first-aid, child ! 
care,home-nursing, and pre-natal I 

' care) ; 
,; 

13. Arts and Crafts (such as ceramics, l 
pottery, carving, leather crafts, I 

!i 

etc.) 
14. Government (such as basic law, town, ! 

state, and nation, and how to be a 
i:i:ood citizen) i 

Other: ·, 
f 'I 

l ·I I 



EXPLANATION: Recreational Activities 
· refer to those kinds of act:.Lvi ties that 

are planned and sponsored by the school 
fo.v pleasure and enjoyment 

Identification 
Form No.:· l-C 
Topi,c: Recreation 
Date: 
Interviewer: 

Do you feel that adults in your community need opportunities to: 

y N I 
1. Learn and·play games which are o:f 

interest to adult.s and younJ;!: people 
2. ·· Engage in physical play such as 

baseba11 2 etc. 
3. Learn to develop hobbies suc;:h as knitting, 

leatherwork. and other crafts 
4. . Learn to take advantage of !'ecreational 

I activities in .nearby areas such as parks, 
etc. ·. 

5. Learn about the importance of play in .·· 

the home 
6. Engage in indoor socials such as teas, 

banquets. etc. ·. 

7. Learn to plan and carry out outdoor 
socials such as picnics. parties. etc. · 

8. Learn how to organize variol).s types of 
. 

clubs 
9. Learn to take advantage of seeing good 

movies and other kinds of commercialized 
entertainment 

10. Learri how to play paper and pencil games ! 
Other: I I 

' l Th 

1J I 

. 

NC 



Identification 
Form No. : I-D 
Topic: Civic Activities 
Town: 
Date: 

EXPLANATION: Civic Activities refer to 
those activities planned by the school 
which lead to the participation in, and 
the understanding and practice of good 
citizenship on the levels of city, 
county, state, national, and interna
tional affairs. 

1 Interviewer: 

Do you feel that adults in your community need opportunities to: 

1. Learn how to register to vote 
2. Learn why one should vote 
'3. Learn how to vote 
4. Learn about issues on which to vote 
5. Learn the basic rights of citizens 
6. Learn the benefits of government 
?. Learn the importance of being good, 

loyal American citizens 
(S. Learn the privileges of being citizens 

of a democratic country 
9. Learn about the most serious problems 

facing the community, state, nation, 
and the world 

10. Learn how to save the land and other 
natural resources 

11. Learn about the national holidays and 
what they mean to the American people 

12. Learn how to keep up with the latest 
news on community, state, national, 
and world affairs 

13. Learn how to meet certain community 
needs through clubs and other organiza
tions to which one belongs 
Other: 

I 
y I N 

I 
I 

I I 

' 1 

I 
I 

! 
! I 

I 
I 

i i i 

I 
: ' 

I 
! 

! I 
I 

' ' 

u NC 



EXPLANATION: Health Services and 
Activities refer to those services 

. and activities planned and spon
sored by the school to foster health 
education and better health among 
adults as well as youth of the 
communit • 

Identification 
Form No.: I-E 
Topic: Health Serv. ~d 

Activ. 
Town: 
Date: 
Interviewer: 

Do you feel that adults in your community need opportup.ities to: 

y N u 

1. Learn how to ulan·meals 
2. Discuss the problems of health 

with knowledgeable ueanle 
3. Learn basic rules of cleanliness 
4. Learn symptoms (signs) of mental 

illness 
5. Learn symptoms (signs) of physical 

illness 
6. Receive shots for communicable 

diseases 
7. Learn first aid treatments 
8. Learn how to report emergencies 
9. Learn safety rules 
10. Learn how to prevent accidents and 

fires at home 
11. Learn how to prepare for storms, 

tornadoes, and other community I. 

I threats· 
12. Learn basic rules for driving 

automobiles to prevent accidents 
13. Learn basic rules for pedestrians 

(people walking) to prevent accidents 
Other: 

NC 



EXPLAl"\TATION: Cultural Activities refer 
to school planned activities engaged in 
for enjoyment and enrichment, activities 
which embody a high standard of excel
lence and refinement such as art, music, 
drama etc. 

Identification 
Form No.: I-F 
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Topic: Cultural Activities 
Town: 
Date: 
Interviewer: 

Do you feel that adults in your community need opportunities to: 

I y N u NC 

1. Attend musicals I 
I 

2. Learn to appreciate various types of 
I music 

t Learn about great musicians I 

Belong to music clubs ! 
5. Attend plays (dramas) i 
6. Learn how to select good television I shows j 

7. Belong.to reading clubs 
8. Attend book talks and reviews 
9. Learn about sources from which to 

obtain free reading materials for I 
r, 

the community ! 

10. Learn how to select and read the I 

best newsEa:eers 
11. Learn how to use a library i 
12. Learn about great thinkers ! 

n. Attend lectures on different issues 
14. Learn how to speak correctly I 

!1 

! 
15. Learn to appreciate different ty;pes ! i I of (folk) dances ' I I 

16. Learn about art (such as paintings, ' ~ I 

I ' ~ scul;eturei etc.) I 
l I 

Other: I ~ I 
t 
., 



EXPLANATION: Informal Influence of 
Professional Education Leaders refers 
to those contributions to the commu
nity of educated persons which are out
side their assigned dut1. es of scnool, 

Identification 
Form No.: I-G 
Topic: Informal Infl. 
Town: 
Date: 
Interviewer: 

Do you feel that adults in your community need: 

y N u 

1. Assistance in understanding the law or 
courts 

2. Help in explaining important issues 
(nroblems) facing the communitv 

3. Assistance in making difficult community 
decisions 

4. Help to parents in the understanding of I their duties (roles) as parents 
5. Guidance in understanding behavior ! 

I 

Eroblems of young people I 
6. Guidance in solving Personal Problems 
?. Guidance in how to get and keep .io bs 
1:$. Help in reading directions such as I I labels on medicine l 
9. Leadership in the church such as teaching I ! Sunda;y School classes I ! -- ,, 

Other~ 1 I 1 
! 

" i ! 

NC 

I 

I 



SECTION II - OPINIONS ON DESEGREGATION 

DIRECTIONS: On this form you are asked to state Identification 
your opinions on school desegregation and its Form No.: II-A 
consequences (results) in your community. As I Topic: Opinions 
read the questions on this form 9 I would like Town: 
for you to tell me whether or not you strongly Date: 
agree. agree. disagree, or strongly disagree. Interviewer: 
CODE: SA means II Strongly Agree'°, A means ! 
lfAgree 11 ~ D means 11 Disagree 1\ SD means 
II Strongly Disagree QI~ and NC means 11 No Comment''· SA A D SD NC 
1. Closing the Negro high school caused no 

serious changes in the community's life 
2. Young people get into trouble more since 

the Negro high school closed I ! 

3. The Negro high school should not have I I 
been closed I I 

7.i7'since the Negro high school closed, more ! 
boys and 12:irls drop out of school I ! 

5. Closing the Negro high school cut down on ! 

educational opportunities for adults I 
6. Closing the Negro high school was the ,, I 

:r_:ight thing to do ~. t1 

7. The community should find means to con- i 

I 
~ l, 

tinue adult educational opportunities i i 
~ 

offered by the Negro high school \! I once ! !: 

8. 'l'he Negro high school program was 'i ! I 

adeguate (good) !J 
t I 

9. The Negro high school building should be 11- ! 1 

I I 
used as a community center it I !, i 

10. Closing the Negro high school gave .[ li 
'j ' Negro youth greater educational ! fi E 11 

opportunities I .il 
Ii ·.\\ : q 

lL The Negro high school program was ' 

inadequate (poor) 
12. Since the Negro high school closed? fewer d fj I ~. 

N F social ac U vi ties are available for ~ 
,i; r i adults of the comm1mit;y " r.1 ' li 

-- ' 



SECTION II - OPINIONS CONTINUED 

DIRECTIONS: On this form you are asked to state 
in your own words what you think about some par
ticular changes that took place in your commu
nity related to the closing of the Negro high 
school. 

As I read the questions below, please express 
your own thoughts concerning these changes. 

Identification 
Form No. : II-B 
Topic: Opinion 
Town: 
Date: 
Interviewer: 

1. In your op1n1on 9 how did the closing of the Negro high school affect 
this community? 

a. 

b. 

c. 

2. Now that the Negro high school is closed, what other organizations 
and i.nsti tu tions could sponsor programs and activities which it 
once sponsored for adults in your community? 

a. Adult education courses? ~~--------------------...... ..,...;.-------"--..... .,... b. Recreational activities? 
c. Civic activities? ~----------------------....... -,. ............................ __. ..... 

~------.............. -------------------------.---------~ d. Health services and activities?~-----------------------------~ 
e. Cultural activities? ~~-----------------------,-----....... ---------f. Contributions of informal influence of professional 

education leaders?~--~---------------------------------------

3. What do you think desegregation of public schools has meant to 
Negroes? 

a. 

c. 



SECTION III 

Demographic Data on Respondents 

1. Name of Person: 

2. Sex: Male 

3. Marital .Status: Married Widow(er) Divorced -· 
4. 46 and above Age Level: 24-34 

Single 

--- 35-45 ----~- -----------
5. Name of Home Town: 

6. Address: 

7. Occupation: 

8. Length of time lived in community: 

9. Name of high school now closed: 
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Figure 1. Map of Red Bird, Oklahoma 
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APPENDIX G. 

·OPINIONS: UNSTRUCTURED RESPONSES 

OF REDBIRD lNTERVIEWQS 
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OPINIONS: UNSTRUCTURED RESPONSES OF 

RED BIRD. INTERVIE.WEES 

Essential to the solution of the problem were the unrestrained 

statements made by certain interviewees of Red Bird in reply to the 

354 

open-ended questions on the interview schedule. One category of such 

replies was made to the question: . "In your opinion, how did the 

1 
closing of the Negro high scho.ol affect this community?" Responses o:f 

interviewees follow: 

It decreased the population. Several families moved out 
of this town so that thei.r children would be close to the 
school. They just didn't like it here any more. 

It caus.ed more problems with young$ters. Juvenile delin
quency has inc:reased since the high school closed. 

I just don't see very much.difference. 

·It affected the young people. Youth drift away to other 
towns and get into·trouble. 

It is bad eriough now, and i.t is going to get w0rse. 

We had a pretty good community. Now, we hav.e nothing, 
nowhere to go. 

We were so unprepared. If they had let us know, say about 
two or three years in advance, we could have made prepara
tion for closing the school. 

It seems that only tv10 or three of our kids graduate from 
high school now. Before, there were many more finishing 
high school. 

This is just a ghost town now and I admit. that I am 
scared, scared, scared. 

It limited the social activities for adults and youth. 

1Because of duplications in responses, some of the statements made 
by interviewees in this area have been omitted. 



It cut down on the educational advantages for the adults 
of the town. 

When the school closed, it took our kids from us. We can't 
know what they are doing or whether or not they are really 
going to school when they leave home. 

What makes the whole thing so bad is that when young people 
act up, we parents can't check on them. They do act up 
more now. 

Young ;people are not with µs any more. It is just like they 
were in another world. We can't reach them at all, now. 

It upset this community, kind of shook us up. None of the 
o.ther organizations q.o as well now. They don't seem to 
have anything to cooperate .for since the school is gone. 

· It decreased religious participation and progress. 

Closing the school cut down on opportunities for parents to 
participate in the PTA.· We really can't feel a part of the 
organization. 

It caused a decrease in opportun";i'..ties for cldults to par ... 
ticipate in projects Uke· sewing, etc. 

The school drop out rate increased when the high school 
closed. 

Since the school closed we do not have help from the 
teachers who were teaching the kids. They helped us handle 
our kids. They understood them. 

Every year we have less and less people. If this keeps up 
nobody will be here but those too old to go. 

I think that closing the high school helped the community. 
The community is broadened because we have interests in 
other communities. Our kids are there. This is growth. 

To me, it decreased the unity of the community. Parents 
and children are divided. The children are divided, Some 
of them.go to one school and some to another school. 
ChiJ,.dren and community a.re divided. They are citizens of 
two communities, there by day and here by night, which 
isn't much. 

It is harder for parents to talk with the Board of Educa
tion about certain school problems. 

The only institution to provide unity for this community 
was the school. When it was here, everybody was interested 
and prou\i and pulled tog;ether. Now there is nothing, and I 
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mean nothing, to hold us together. We have churches, I know 
that, but it seems like they pull apart because of denomina
tions. The. unity and togethernes$ of the community was af,... 
fected by the closing of the high school. 

It limited the participation of Negro youngsters in the 
activities of the school. Sometimes they can't go .back to 
practice a,nd can't stay late for practice. They have to 
get that bus. 

I just didn't realize how much teachers helped with the 
children until they left. School teachers also led in many 
organizc1.tions of the town. 'l.'hey are gone now and their help 
·is missed a lot. We still have. tl'].e teachers in the elemen"". 
tarY scl;l.061 and th.ey help a lot, but with the others we had 
additional help. This was good. 

Closing of the high school took many good leaders from us, 
teachers, I mean. 

It affected the economic conditions of the Negro teache:r;-s. 
They lost their jobs and had to move to other towns. We 
miss them and their econornic help. 

Wemiss tne good of.the high school teachers since they left. 

If we just had all of the teachers back in ou:r;- community,· I 
would say that closing the high school didn't affect it so. 
much. 

. . 

It is a sad, sad, divide¢! town since the high school closed. 

Caused less civic pride among the citizens of the town. We 
are. far apart,.now. 

All that 1 can say about it.ali is that it did not help 
young peop:tes' behavior • 

. . 

Children have nothing to do •. They leave town and get into 
·trouble and this upsets parents and them. The school ·sort 
of kept the111 straight. 

It moved the kids out of observational reach of the parents, 

Childre~ don't want to live here any more, and many Qf them 
don't. Many of them just up and leave. 

We used to be able to talk to the kids, but now we can't• 

The community is suffering, but when there is progresss, 
something and somebody have to suffer. This is what progress 
brings about. We will get over it though. 
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It decreased the postal services of the town. 

The economic resources of the town were damaged a lot. 

As I see it, it had no affects on the community. 

The community is ab<;>Ut the same as it was before the high 
school closed. All of this aQout being hurt is wrong. It 
is the same. 

No changes. If there .are changes, they are for the better
ment of the community. For awhile 1t might seem that we are 
not getting anywhere, but later on we might see that every~ 
one is better off. · 

We just didn't have time to get set for its closing. 

It affected this town in the baddest kind of way. 

We just did not know how much we depended on that school 
until they took it. 

I am with it now, but I was not .when they first closed it. 
I thihk everyQody feels this way. 

If this community overcome the echool's closing, it'll be a 
good one. 
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A second category of replies essential to the solution of the 

problem consisted of. the unrestrained etatements made by certain. 

interviewees to the question: ".Now .that the high school is cJ,osed;. 

what other organizations and institutions could sponsor programs and · 

2 activities which it once sponsored for adults in your community?" · 

Representative respon~es follow:· 

·· A •. · A,dul t Educaticin Clasees ··• 

P~op:J_e of the ·town. co1,1ld g.et .. togeth~r · and . l;)tdld · a h~ll 
forclasses and then. employ teachers to t~ach the adults. 

· This wpuld give .new life· to the· community. 

··. i feel: that it is t~e town• s resp~hsibility •. 

The community itself should plan it, finance it, and . 
work it. 

The community could organize.and meet its. needs with 
help from someone who knows how to do it. This is 
where the outside help should come in, The f'.eder~1 ·· 
government, maybe. · 

Churches of the community qould handle adult education 
courses and other activities for adults and I thin~ 
they should~ 

The local clubs of the community could be of great help 
in sponsoring such a program. 

Our county, a.long with our tq\Nn and state organizations; 
could organize and develop ~ program for the adults of .· 
Red Bird.. · 

The federal government. will. help .us if we i:i.sk, and ask 
right. 

: . . . . 

The chµrch used to do a .. lot of this. I don't see why it 
cannot do sorile.of it now.· We have to quit looking for. 
othe:i;> organizations to do what the church could and 
should do. 

2 . 
Because of duplication in responses, some of the etatements made 

by interviewees in this area have been omitted. 



B. Recreational Activities 

The various clubs of the community and other organiza
tions should take the lead in providing recreational 
activities for adults of our town. 

The churches should take the lead now that the school 
is gone. They can do a lot along these lines. 

With proper leadership from the county as.well as the 
state working together. we could have recreation. 

The county and state will have to finance it, we can't. 

Since the state tpok our school it should provide the 
money and leadership for an.ything that closing the 
school .caused us to lose. This includes recreation for 

· adu1 ts. 

Federal government programs can and ought to help us. 

We should all.sit down together and find out what we 
. need along these lines. Then, we should see how mucn 

of it we can do through our churches, clubs, city, and 
. other organizations. The. things we cannot do for 
ourselves, we.should not hesitate to ask the county, 

.state, and federal government for help. We can get it, 
too. 

C. Civic Activities 

County .and state organizations. For. instance, the 
county agents and other leaders could develop special 
programs to help. The state could have an extension 
program and send teachers to help us have more expe
rience in civic activities. 

The state should see to it that we learn along these 
lines. The county could help in this also. 

Our town in connection with the county cou,ld sponsor 
civic·activities. The town is not able to do a good 
job because.of the lack of financial backing, but in 
cooperation with the. county we could swing :i,t. 

It is about time that churches became more interested 
in the civic affairs of the town. They could plan 
activities that would be of help. 

The various local clubs of the town could be of great 
help in providing civic activities. There are several 
clubs that are already doing something, but they could 
do more. 
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The NAACP, the Historical Club, and the Masonic Lodge 
could plan programs of this kind. 

D. Health Services~ Activities 

Doc tors and hospitals in the area could heJ,p. They 
could sponsor clincis to teach health habits, etc. 
There are no doctors nor hospitals here, but there are 
some in the county. They could help. 

Through the poverty program, the federal government 
could set up some programs for better health. 

County health orgB11izations could work with our city 
organizations in trying to get health serv:i,ces started. 

Churches could be sponsors of some of the health 9erv
ices1 especially those which deal with the educational 
part of it. Churches also could sponsor giving certain 
types of aid to hospitals nearby. This would be volun~. 
teer work. 

The town could sponsor some of the services. I don't 
know how.far we could get in it though. We need out
side help. 

The teachers up at the elementary school could be of 
help. They already help some, but don't have enough 
time. 

E. Cultural Activities 

By the school that is here now, the elementary school. 

The teachers of the school. 

Local organizations could make special plans to sponsor 
cultural activities for the grown-ups. 

The town should plan a program that will help. We 
·could put on programs and raise money for sponsoring 
different types of programs that are cultural. The 
town could ev.en build a city library with government 
helpo 

The churches of the town could sponsor programs that 
are cultural. They could go together and sponsor an 
event. 

Integrated schools which the children attend could have 
some programs in this community with the children. 
This would help the kids, the community, and the 
adults. 



The federal government could help in this. 

F. Informal Inf1uence 2f. Professional Education Leaders 

Members of the faculty of the elementary school do help 
and could help more if they had more time. 

All of the educated people who l.ive in t;his area could 
help. 

The min"i,$ters and the other leaders in the community. 

Professional people who live in the county.and surround ... 
ing towns who.are interested could help us. This 
includes doctors, nurses, teachers, people in business, 
people in government jobs, and any one else that has 
something that will be of help. Maybe if we plan in 
some ways and ask these people to help us by giving 
advice to groups, they.would respond. 

The integrated schools. Teachers from these schools 
where our children go could help some. Maybe we should 
ask for it. 



In order to gain a proader p~rspective of the interviewees' per-. . ·· 
. ·. .· . . 

c·eptions on the impact :or the closing of the high school in the R~d B!rd 

community, the foliorlng question w~s asked; ''What do you think de- · 
' ' 

segregation, of public schools nae m~ant to Negroes'? u3 Responses of the .. 

interviewees ;f'ol:I.ow: 

Better for iis, though.~t times 11:i puts .us on the spot. If 
yc:ru don't know:it }::oni~s out, but .if you do know it is just · 

. alright> I.et Is faQe it, many o:t' US jU~t have not had a .· 
chance to know •. ·. This .condition :J_s .now erased. 

Good fo·r. ~s if it ·is carried out right. 
. . . . 

Fine, · if done right . and :U' we axe iiot ·• d:i.scrimina ted against • 

. ·· .. Good idea. Ch~ldren get: b~tter facilities. Opportunities 
are better. The:re ar~ some urifa:ir pr~ctices in .not inte.;.; 
e;rating the Negro teachers along with the. pupi,ls, but even· 
with that it 'is.l:>etter, ' ' 

. Hei:p for the N~gro studerttE;i. He,rm for the Negro teachers.· .. 

· It wasa good inteiition •... :B1,1t integration, you got to have· 
· it in yc,ur heart and.not Just say it: That won't do. You 
· g.ot to live it.··. Mey'be some good will come of it, but. I. 

daub t . it ; · · · · 
' ' 

', .. . 

Good~. }oteans educational· opportunity for youngsters. 

In a way, all right 1 if done right.· 

A better chance for the Negro' boys and girls of our country. 

In some ways good,and·in.otherways,not so good. 

Good. Ought to have happened over forty years ago. Some 
have suffered from it; but over-all it is best • 

. Les~· opportunity fof Negroes • 
. ·. . . . . •.. . 

. 'Depr:ived childr~n of teach~rs who understood them.· 

Brought the. Negr(!)es to·th;t:nk together on important things. 
' ' 

Not the be.st thing for Negroes as it is operated now. 

3Because·of duplica.tions in responses, some of the. statements made·. 
'by interviewees in this area have been omitted. 



Guess its alright for those who like it. No harm in it for 
the school. I would not have stqpped it if I coulc;i. 

If they just had taken the Negro teachers too, I wouldn't 
have a single criticism about desegregation. That is the 
only thing that is lacking. 

Better opportunit;tes for the Negro children and youth. 

Generally speaking, it has meant betterment for Negro kids. 
However, this is a slow, drawn out, nasty process. It has 
caused much· embarr.assment and heartache and m;i.sunderstandi;ng 
between the Negroes and white;people. This will pass over. 

Means nothing to me •. · Some might li.ke it but it means noth:ing 
to me. 

In one way it created problems, youth problems. It is hard 
to mix wlth others when they don't seem to want you. It's 
hard. 

· Progress. 

In a way it is very helpf1,1l. 
together.· It has meant great 
Negroes. It is tough though. 
many things. I guess they do 

Maybe progress. Maybe not. 

It riromotes learning and living 
advancement and progress for 

You have to swallow and take 
too. 

It has not meant any progress for Negroes, neither has it. 
been arty help. Rather it has hurt the Negroes. 

Progress. But closing .the school hurt the communities all 
over the nation._ I guess maybe betterment of childrens' 
chances to grow is more important. 

It has given the Negroea a; chance to evaluate themselves, 
to take stock of their limitations.and their strong 
points. Regardless of what caused our conditions, we now .. 
can see where we stand and what we need. Pesegregation 
give$ us <;t .. chance to get what we need. 

Over-all, it has meant progress. However, it will not be 
realized in its ertti:t'ety until after ten or fifteen years 
from now. 

For the time being.it is not profitable for Negroes. The 
Negro teachers have lost out and are discriminated against. 
I guess desegregation is better for the children. 

In some ways Negroes have been hurt instead of helped. Npw, 
other schools have better fac:i.lities and prepared teachers, 



but not the interest in Negro children. Remember, this· 
means something too. 

Advancement for Negroes. 

A good chance for kids to learn and grow. 

In.certain ways it is progress. Gives kids a better chance 
at an education. That's good. They deserve it. ln other 
ways it is harmful. Caused Negro t.eachers to lose their 
jobs, and the communities to lose,· and I do mean lose, the.ir 
children. · That's bad. · 

I think'. this is the most .wonderful chap.ca for ~ducationa], 
betterment, in every way, that Negroes have ever had. 

Education is the key to life. · Now our children have a . 
chance to get that key. That's what desegregation has done,. 

·Desegregation rrieans p~9gress for Negroes. Caused a few bumps 
and knocks. · You can e:icpect that.. Better to have that th,a,n 
to be ignorant. We can overcome bumps and knocks like.we. 
have always done, .but no.t ignorance. So! think th.iE.:i is the.· 
best chance Negroes have ever had. 

Means a better chance to suc;:ceed. People have to have educa;.. 
tion to succeed. Our kids ean have it. We didn't, 

We. had to suffer for years. to get it, but it finally got . 
here. · Desegregation. · I d:i;dn' t think I'd live to see.· it, . 
but I did. Thank God. 

Good,good, good. 

· If all the problems were .solve¢!., it would be much better. 

·A lot of good.folks got hurt, but it came. Progress, I mean. 

Noth;ing. Do you hear me? Nothing. 

All right, but ·Negro teachers w~re set back fifty y~ars. 

All that.is.wrong with desegregation is that teachers of our 
race were not hir~d along with ,the taking of the children. 
Do you.think that they just didn't tllink our teachers were 
good enough? 

We may never achieve, but desegregation gives us a ch,ance for 
us to try. I ho:pe all Negroes will try ~nd try hard. 

. . 

Desegregation is just another way of guaranteeing freedom and 
happiness for Negroes. 



We are still at a disadvantage because we are so many ye~rs 
behind the white man, But it iEi a chance to try to catch 
.up. 

An opportunity to outlaw :i,gnora.nce and poverty and.a better 
chance to serve. 

I'll just have to wait.and see. 

It woke us Negroes up bef9:re day, but we'll catch the worm~ 
.You believe that? 
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OPINIO~S: UNSTRUCTURED RESPONSES or 
CHANDLER INTERVIEWEES 

Essential to the solution of the problem were the unstructµred 
" . . 

statements made by certain interviewee~ of Chandler in.reply to the 

open-ended questions on the interview schedule. One pategory of such 

replies was made to tlle question:· "In your opinion, how did thei closing 

1 of the. Negro high school· affect this community'? 11 . Resl?onses were as 

follows: 

I did not want the school to close, but since it did, I am 
able to see some of .the results. The e;:ommunity is really 
a pa.rt of the town now. Before, it .seemed that it was an 

.. extra part of somet.hing. We feel like we i3,I'e accept~d as · 
a part of 'the whole town, not just Negroes. . 

It took away many advantages of Negro adults to learn anq 
to engage in social .and cultural activities. We are b~gin"". 
ning ·. to get some of these again now. 

Many more ·advantages.have come as a result o.f closing the 
·school and sending our children to the rili;x:ed.schools. 

The Negro community has gone down, ch1,i.rches and ·all. 

Decreased the Negro population.· 

It helped the community to see its needs and where it was 
weak. 

Made better relattonships.between the Negroes and the white 
people of the town •.. We have better understanding now. 

Gave Negro children a better opportunity to grow in an 
educational way. Chandler.kids,· both black a,nd white 
develop together now. 

Decreased.the unity between the adults a,nd their youngsters. 
Youngsters don I t· want to d.o · anything for the Negro community. 
They seem to be divided in their loyalties. They should go 
over there and learn and come back to help the community. 

1Because of duplications in resp~nses some of the statements mad~ 
by interviewees in this area have been omitted, 



It helped our community to appreciate better opportunities. 

It affected the Negro teachers in this cpmmunity. It caused 
them to have to leave town for jobs. This leaves our 
community without their help which is so much needed. 

Helped our community. 

Our community has suffered greatly from it. We don't have 
Negro teachers in the community like we once had. They 
helped us in many ways. 

It lessened social activities, especiall:y fov Negro adults. 

It eliminated some of the) girls and boys in sports. This 
causes them to be unhappy. The parents and kids are not 
pleased with this. 

Started the community on a new path. 
while, but now it is gaining ground. 

It slowed up for a 
It is growing. 

Closing the Negro high school here caused both races to be 
exposed to each other. This was good for the Negro commu .. 
nity and the whole town. This is much better for the 
children, I believe. 

It helped the community to learn the meaning of together .... 
ness in edµcation as well as in other things. It also 
developed more mutuality among the races. That is good. 

We have one big community now, no "white community" and 
"Negro community". We are all together. Closing the 
school and sending our school kids to the integrated 
schools of the town made this possible. 

Since the Negro school closed we don't have as many Negroes. 
That is one way in which the community was affected. I wish 
we could have kept the school and integrated it. 

It increased opportunities for places to go and things to 
do. 

Closing the Negro school was bad for the Negro church. You 
can't get much cooperation from the Negro kids now. 

It took the colored teachers out of the community. They were 
discriminated against. This is the only thing that seems to 
be wrong. Otherwise, the community is better off. 

The Negro school building was the only center for recreation 
and the closing of the school reduced the opportunities to 
use it for these purposes. 



We lost the teachers, the ltids and the building. 

The school building was very useful to the qommunity in help~ 
· ing to serve as a meeting place for overflow crowds for 
· churches, clubs and other o:rganizations. Now we don't l1.av,e a 
central bui,lding that is laI'ge enough for such purposes. We 
miss these opportunities very much. 

Closing the Negro school had no affect.on this comm~ity, 

It surely did cut out our night classes.and somewhere to go •. 

Decreased social activities for adults of the community. 

Caused the Negro community to go down. Now it is so dull. 

We miss the programs that the school had. We could see all 
of the children in action. ·It was close and easy to get to. 

Now there ii;; not much recreation that you can feel a part of, 
especially us adults. 

We miss the sewing classes and the cooki~ classes that the 
school had. 

Closing the Negro scho<;>l affected community interaction~ All 
of the Negro childreri.s' interests.are in the school over there.· 

. and not in the Negro part of town. This isn't right and. 
i;;h.ouldn' t be. 

. . . 
The Negro children seem to be separated from the Negro. 
community now. 

The teachers in the Negro school understood us~ .Now they 
are gone to other towns. They left after t):J.e school closed.· 

Negro fa.ctilty members were not integrated. This affected 
the community in that it.is without their help. You could 
carry any problem to them without being ashamed and trust 
them to help you work it out.. They understood and ·sympa_.;.; 
th.izeq with us without any pay. · 

It is really the same community, only a·little bit slower. 

Nothing has re1;1lly changed as a result of the closing pf 
Negro· school. 

We don't feel cut off fvom the ctn.er part of town now. It is 
one big community rather than two. It brought the races to 
a better understanding and cooperative spirit.,. It is going 
to be better as time goes on.· 



The community was not prepared for the losses of the kids 
and the Negro teachers as it happened. The school maybe 
should have been closed, but we should have had time to 
prepare better for the loss of it. Maybe we should have 
been notified about five years before it closed so that 
we could have been prepared. 

People have a lot of love tied up in a school that their 
kids attend. They never wa.nt it closed. This is what we 
felt. If we had been notified early, we would not have 
hqd such a shock. 

The community is blessed, I think. Its boys and girls can 
learn and then come back and help to build it the way it 
should be built. 

It affected the community to the point that the people 
realize that they will have to provide a whole lot more 
in order to keep the kids from leaving town when they 
finish high school. 

No affects. 

We miss the school's cooperation in community programs and 
betterment. 

Slowed up activities in all of the churches, decreased eo;u
cational advantages for adults and cut out social life in 
the Negro community. 

If there were any bad effects, I am not able to see them. 

Something swell happened in Chandler •••• 

I see a great improvement in the whole town •• ,. 

It figures that better chances were given to kids, but not 
to teachers and other grown-ups. 

Teachers were neglected, this hurt the community. 

o O O We grown-ups lost ••• socially. 

Made it real dull for us. We have no social life like we had 
when we had the school. However, kids are much better off. 

It did slow us down socially for a while, then, things got; 
better. 
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A second category of replies essential to the solution of the 

problem consisted of the unrestra:i.ned statements made by certain inter-

viewees of Chandler to the question: "Now that the Negro high school 

is closed, what other organizations and institutions could sponsor 

programs and activities which it once sponsored for Negro adults in 

2 your community'?" Representative responses follow: 

A. Adult Education Classes 

The Community Action Program sponsors some of the courses 
once offered by the school. More courses could be added. 
I hope they will. 

Several of the classes offered by the Negro school could 
be offered by the schools of our town. The high school 
could have some and the grade school could have some. 
For instances, courses in the department of housekeeping 
and homemaking could be offered by the schools. I think 
the Negro ladies would be interested. 

'l'bJs could be sponsored in some ways by the Negro 
churches of the town. They could cooperate and have a 
program to take care of some of the simple things we 
need to know. 

Each church could plan and carry out a program for its 
members. The program could include the classes that, 
people need. Many would even pay for the courses. 

The federal government along with our county could 
sponsor this kind of educational opportunity for 
Negroes of Chandler. 

B. Recreational Activities 

We have several community clubs which could sponsor 
recreational activities for Negro adults of our commu
nity. I believe that if these clubs would cooperate and 
plan a program of activities together, the problem would 
be solved. 

If the churches would pool their resources, they could 
come up with some pretty good recreational activities. 

2Because of duplications in responses, some of the statements 
made by interviewees in this area have been.omitted. 



The Community Action Programs also sponsor some recrea
tional activities now. There could be some more. 

The city has a number of parks, and other recreational 
spots. It could advertise and make Negroes feel that 
they are really wanted. I think that we are wanted. 
We have been without these things so long that we would 
be a little hesitant about taking the advantage of them. 
This is where our city could come in. It could help us 
feel free in using these things. Maybe they think that 
we already feel free. I tell you we don't. Not be
cause of them, but because it is a habit by now. We 
already have more recreation areas than we use. 

C. Civic Activities ---
It seems to me that our city should take the lead in 
developing civic act1.vities. This does not mean that 
we would sit back and do nothing. I mean that the 
city could take the lead and gain our cooperation. In 
this way, the Negroes would learn and the city would be 
helped. 

The Community Action Programs could include more civic 
activities to the programs it already has. It could 
develop more civic pride and other things that make 
good citizens. We need to know about the best persons 
to vote for and the problems that we need to vote on. 
I think that we have to really be taught these things. 
You can't pick up enough information from television 
and newspapers. 

The county and the state through the various agents 
could offer civic activities for the Negroes of our 
community. 

The schools of the city teach our children courses in 
government~ etc. They could also plan some civic activ
ities for the adults. This could be done by all of the 
schools. 
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Negro churches ought to play a part in civic development 
of people. We have churches and they all should be 
concerned about the christian side of civic responsibility. 

Community clubs from the Negro part of town could sponsor 
civic activities. Each one could take a special part and 
work it out to fit the needs of the Negroes of the 
community. 

D. Health Services and Activities 

Lincoln County has a number of hospitals and clinics. 
The city of Chandler has several also. These hospitals 



and clinics could, under the direction of someone who 
knows, develop spot clinics. I mean by spot clinics, 
some kinds of special classes for special groups on 
special health problems. For example, a doctor could 
really give adults some information about what alcohol 
will do to their youngsters. 

The County Health Association already does something. 
But it could get more Negroes to participate in its 
programs. In this way Negroes would be learning and 
the whole town would benefit. 

Schools of the town could offer special courses on the 
subject to adults. They could hold clinics also. 

Social Action Programs could sponsor programs of this 
natureo 

Churches of the town could offer some activities that 
would help. 

The clubs of the community would be very helpful if they 
added the health services to their other duties. 

The Chamber of Commerce could help a lot. 

E. Cultural Activities 

The elementary and the high schools already sponsor many 
of the cultural activities for Negroes that were once 
sponsored by the Negro high school. We are so far away 
that it is harder to get there. However, they could 
advertise the programs more, as the Negro school did. 

The Lincoln County Museum. 

The Lincoln County Library could sponsor cultural activi
ties once sponsored by the Negro high school. 

Many of the cultural activities once sponsored by the 
Negro high school could be sponsored by the clubs of the 
community. There are several clubs in the Negro commu
nity of Chandler. They could sponsor plays, musicals, 
and other types of cultural programs. 

Some of the cultural activities that the school spon
sored before it closed could be sponsored by the churches 
of the community. There are several churches in the 
Negro part of town. They could put on programs that 
would develop us in a cultural way. 

F. Informal Influence of Professional Education Leaders 

The teachers in the elementary and the high schools of 
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Chandler could provide this type of help. 

All of the educated people who know the answers to the 
many different problems of life. I mean tb.e educated· 
people of Chandler, both black and white. 

Anyone who is a professional person. 

The ministers of the town's churches. 

Leaders in every field represented in the town. 

The teachers who teach our children. 

All school leaders. 

Retired teachers along With other teachers of the town, 
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In order to gain a broader perspective of the interviewees' per~ 

ceptions on the impact of the closing of the Negro high school in 

Chandler, the following question was asked: "What do you think desegre

gation of public schools has meant to Negroes? 11 3 Responses pf the 

interviewees follow: 

More extra-curricula opportunities. Youth from the Negro 
race can participate in more things and can have more chances 
for growth. 

Better educational opportunities for all Negro children all 
over this land. 

It offers better opportunities for the Negro boys and girls 
to prepare themselves for more and better jobs. 

Progress. Progress. 

A great advancement in every respect. I like it. 

In a way~ it has given better opportunities for education. 

Helps Negro children to become better qualified. If they 
make use of the opportunities and get ready, they can get 
better jobs and can be better men and women. 

A4vancement. 

Cultural advantages which the youth need very much, and 
which they could never get as things were. 

Equalization of citizens. 

A wonderful opportunity for progress. 

Help. 

Shelter in time of storm. 

When teachers are completely integrated, then desegregation 
will be a reality. 

Makes us feel like we are human beings, real citizens. 

3Because of duplications in responses, some of the statements made 
by interviewees in this area have been omitted. 



Educational growth and development. Nothing should hold us 
back now. 

A chance to get ahead, if we take it. 

A good opportunity for children and also adults if they will 
take the opportunities offered to them. 

It is just a wonderful feeling to be a real citizen. 

It gives the kids more of what they need. The Negro kids 
need plenty. Our schools were good, but we did not have 
enough backing. 

It helped the young people, but not the Negro teachers. This 
happened everywhere in America where discrimination was 
practiced. 

Cultural development. 

I'm in love with the whole wide world, now. 

It means much, but it will mean more to the Negro children 
when they put some of the Negro teachers there. They 
l,Ulderstand the kids and the kids understand them. It means 
a lot as it is, but will be better when that happens. 

Be.st luck Negroes have had since slavery ended. Now, the 
kids can grow up like men and women. 

Give us a feeling of dignity and that we are worth someth!ng •. 

It means decent jobs, decent housing, and .decent living. 

It really was a change for good. 

The answer to the whole idea of success seems to be. centered 
in education. Well the kids can get an education and maybe 
they will have success. 

Negroes can gain some groW1d now. 

Since Negroes make up a pretty large part of America, I would 
say that this is advancement for America. 

It exposes Negro children and grown people, who will take the. 
opportunities offered, to better ways of life. 

Now, Negroes can be men and women with dignity and worth, can 
be respected. This is what counts. 

It is better for Negroes, much better. 
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In every way that I can think of, it is better for the 
Negroes, old and young. I don't see how we have come this 
far without these opportunities. We did make some progress. 
Now we can make more. 

The burden of proof is on us now. We can't blame America 
anymore if we don't make good. No excuses. We have the 
chance. 

Development. 

Good, good, good. 

I can hardly believe it. It is just too good to be true, 
this wonderful chance to be somebody. 

Great opportunities for all Negroes. 

Gives some self respect. This is what the Negro needed. 
Without self respect a man isn't much and can never amount 
to much. 

It is helping us to go places, to climb to the top. 

It has meant harder work, and will be harder still, but it 
is good. 

Now, Negroes can participate fully in American life. Now, 
we are real citizens of the country. Russia nor any other 
country can beat this. This is what desegregation has done 
for Negroes and for the country itself. 

The right to a good education, equal opportunities for em
ployment and public accommodations, and the right to vote 
are essential to American citizenship. Desegregation of 
public schools is the thread that runs through all of the 
others. Better education will help to open all of the other 
doors. Desegregation provides greater opportunities for all 
of the privileges like employment, voting, accommodations, 
and education to a race of people who never had these things 
and privileges before. Thank God. 

To know that my country accepts me and my other dark brothers 
as citizens gives me a special feeling of peace within. You 
know what I mean? I mean dignity. I mean worth. I feel 
like a citizen. That's what the whole thing means to me. I 
don't care who knows that I thank God for that. 

Something swell happened in America and to the Negro. 

This is what was needed to help us to be real Americans. 

If I understand the word "integration" we don't really have 
it. Without Negro teachers cooperating in the school 
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systems one hundred per cent, it is not integration. 

Big deal for Negro kids, but not for the Negro teacher.s. 

Desegregation of public schools in America is the answer to 
the Negro's number one problem. You know what I mean? Do 
you know what that problem was? Slavery, that's what it 
was. A person is in a kind of slavery when he doesn't have 
certain rights. One of those rights is the right to learn, 

· to know, and to act on that which one learns and knows. 

Better schools, desegregation and nothing else 
deep sores cut in our hearts for being blac~. 
try. We have to try. America is trying. ~he 
must try. 

can heal the 
We have to 
black man 

Don't you just love America because of the chances she is 
providing through the laws on desegregation'? 
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APPENDIX I 

LIST OF CONSULTANTS WHO WERE INTERVIEWED FOR ITEMS 

ON QUESTIONNAIRES AND INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 
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NAMES, POSITIONS, AND ADDRESSES OF CONSULTANTS 

Dr. Jake Smart 
Assistant State Superintendent in Charge of Instruction 
State Department of Education 
Capitol Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Miss Blanche Portwood 
State FHA Supervisor 
Will Rogers Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Miss Hazel O. King 
Retired Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Agent 
420 North Second Street 
Kingfisher, Oklahoma 

Dr. Otis Dudley Duncan 
Retired Chairman of the Department of Sociology 
Oklahoma State University 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 

Dr. Joseph Ellis Timken 
State Supervisor of Adult Education 
Will Rogers Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Dr. Byrle Killian 
Assistant Director of Vocational Agriculture Education 

for The State of Oklahoma 
1515 West Sixth Street 
Stillwater~ Oklahoma 

Mrs. Zella Patterson 
Chairman of the Department of Home Economics 
Langston University 
Langston 9 Oklahoma 

Dr. Sara Sutker, Former Professor of Sociology 
Oklahoma State University 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 

Mr. Paul O. Brooks 
Retired Logan County Agricultural Agent (Special Programs) 
8 Elmwood Drive 
Guthrie, Oklahoma 

Mrs. Eva Redman 
Logan County Superintendent of Public Schools 
Court House Building 
Guthrie, Oklahoma 



CONSULTANTS CONTINUED 

Mrs. Ari.nie West 
Instructor of Home Economics at Langston University 
Langston, Oklahoma 

Mr. Lewis Burton, Former Vocational Agriculture Instructor, 
Booker T. Washington High School of Chandler prior to its 
closing 

1900 54th Street 
Oklahoma City~ Oklahoma 

Mr. H. E. Berry 
Wagoner County Vocational Agriculture Agent 
Porter~ Oklahoma 

Mrs. Inez Williams Porter 
Wagoner County Extension Home Economics Agent 
Porter, Oklahoma 

Mrs. Rosa Parker House 
Extension Home Economics Agent for Oklahoma and Logan Counties 
Federal Building, Room 305 
Guthrie, Oklahoma 
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