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that my father and my grandfather were preachers, that my brother is a preacher,
and that I also preach. Iy grandfather lived the major part of his life in
the nineteenth century, and I think he must have been as orthodox as Calvin
himself. I have sometimes wondered what that ecenbtury with its growing skep-
tiecism must have thought of preachers like him, but I admire the strength that
kept him from being influenced by the unbelief which gradually darkened the
nineteenth eentury like an evening shadow that is small at first but finally
turns‘all into blackness. ¥We are living in that blackness today, and I am
interested in studying Americals ecclesiastical history in order to under-
stand the origin of skepticism and to know what the religious leaders were
doing while all which they believed was being rejected by their peosle.

I am also interested in America's local color literature. Last summer
I took a course in that literature under Dr. Gécil B. Williams, and I was
convinced that it is an important part of America's culture. I was also con-
vinced that a great deal of it has real intrinsic merit. A4 reader can get
close to the life of a people by reading about thelr folklore, their methods
of making a living, and their customs of worghip; and he can at the same
time thoroughly enjoy these quiet realistic pictures of real people doing
real things and facing real problems.

¥hen it became necessary for me to choose a subject for my thesis, I
decided to combine these two interests. I wanted to do my research in a
field where I would come in conbtact with preachers and with America's reli-
gious history, and at the same time I wanted to work with this graphic loeal
color literature.

At Pirst I thought I would write on the preacher characterizaiions



in‘all of America's loczl color literature, bub finding that I iust limit that
subject, I considered the local color writers of New ingland. But even this
limitation would not suffice, and faced with the necessity of limiting my sub-
ject further, I chose the two authors whose works conbvain the greatest number
of preacher characterizations.

lirs. Stowe and Mys. Deland make good representatives of their cenbury
as far as their characterizations are concerned because lrs. Stowe knew the
first half of the century and Mré. Deland knew the last half. Hrs. Stowe
was more interested in religion and has more preacher characterizations in
her works than does Mrs. Deland. For that reason I have given slightly more
space Lo her.

I do not want to give the impression that 211 of the fiction by these
two authors can be classed as loecal color literaturs or that even the major
part of it falls in thalt category. lirs. Stowe was much more interested in
writing propaganda or regional novels than she was in writing local color
short stories. Lven Mrs. Deland, though her major contribution to American
literature is in the field of local color literature, wrote novels that were

regional. Her John Hard, Preacher could very well be classed as a humanistic

novel,
Pinding that secondary sources on this subject were almost nonexistent,

g

I have relied almost entirely on the primary sourees. I have, however,; bene-

The

fited somewhat from reading such related materials as Alexander Cowie's The

Rige of the American Novel and Evelyn Mas Debenning's thesis on "The Literary

fareer of Margaret Deland.”
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CHAPTER ONE
Introductory: The Preacher in Nineteenth Century America

For more than a hundred years after ite founding New England was largely
a theocracy much like its mother country. Between 1620 and 1638 the Congre-
gétionai eolonies of Plymouth, Wassachusetbs Bay, Connecticut, and New Haven
established Gongregationalism by law., In Connecticut this law remained eifec~
tive till 1818, and in Massachusetts till 1833.%

With this type of government the social position of preachers is very
different from that in a true demoeracy. It is of necessity very high, and
the preachers very often find that their social position depends less upon
their own merit than on gusrantee by the government. Freachers started out
in America, then, with a position in society much like that accorded their
profession in sevenbeenth century ¥ngland where ounly three occupations were
0pén to gentlemen, the army, a place in parliament, or the ministry.

But when the theocracy began to yield to the growing demand for reli-
glous freedom, some of the prestige of the ministry was lest. It was the
Revolutionary War, however, that fillsd every man with patriotism and a
desire for liberty and doomed the theocracy forever, leaving a new basis
for the position of a preacher in socisty. HNow the ministers cams to be
judged according to the amount of active patriotism shown by their denoming-
tion during the war. In this respect the Congregational Church was much more
influential than any of the others. This was partly because the Puriian
(Congregational and Presbyterian) clergy had been entrusted with politiecal

leadership as well as with moral and spiritual guidance. After 1750, Puritan

1 Lars P. Gualben, A History of the Christian Church, p. 420.
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sermons were used more frequently for political instruction.” Standing
sguarely on their rights as Englishmen, the Purifan ministers defended the
rights of resistance, urging their flocks to refuse submission to royal power
when arbitrarily exerted. UYhen war brolbs out, many Congregational ministers
became "fighting parsons." OCthers helped by enlisting volunteers and by
giving pecuniery end material support. The Congregationalists proved to be
staunch friende of the Ceclonies.

4 gimilar testimony must be gilven to the Presbyterians whe were never

backward in their support of the war. One of thelr preachers, John Witherspoon,

(

wag elected a member of the Continental Congress and became the only clergyman
gigner of the Declaration of ¢n(enend°nce.3 The Lubhmrans and many minor
denominations also ranged themselves firmly on the side of the Colonies.

A1l of this support given by the churches wae to prove instrumental
in securing the bigh social position of their przachers during the last pard
of the eighteenth century and the beginning of the nincteenth. But the
Episcopalians end ths Methodigts failed to czome in for thely share of these
advantages. The Episcopalians represented the oppression that drove the
Pilgrim fathers {rom England. Furthermore, their ministry had come from

&

England, and their congregations were largely sympatbebtic with the mother

country. The Methodists were under constant suspicion during the war because

they were stlll a part of the Church of Englind and, conseguently, identified

with the Tory Causs. 4ll the native Hethodist prewchers, lncluding Philip

tters, however, were in sywpathy

with the causs of liberty, although noncombatents from prineiple. But their

Gatch, Freeborn Garrettson, and William

2 Ibides; o 442,

3 Ibides, De Ldhs

4 v o s
“ Ibid., pe 448.



patriotic sympathies fuiled to clear sway the stigma of being & part of the
English Church, and they, along with the piscopsliuns, lost lavor with the
general publie during the war. The new nation, however, scomn forgot any
sympathies that these churches might have had for England, and the post-umar
yeaxrs saw an immediate retura of thedr pOpularity‘E

¥hen the parit plaved in the war began to have less and less influence
on America's opinion of its religious leaders, two factors became the social
eriteria wpon which they were judged, the attitude of the publie toward the
religion they represented and their own personal merit.

Shortly after the revolution, a paralyszing wave of :nglish Deism, French
naturalism, and atheisnm cane to place a dampsr on the religlous ardor of
America. Jacobin clubs and spcisties of "Illuminism* or illuxinati were

, . . b s &
organized throughoul the land for the purpese of destroying Christianity.

students and educalod men. JAmong the middle and lower clussses of the people
an appalling religious and meral indlfferecnce prevailed, and atheistic literam
ture was girculated among them frecly. Although rovivals csme to awaken the
relicions spivit in 4meries, the ehild-like falth in Christianity wes gone,
never to be completely revived among the people as a thl&‘7 The nincteonth
eenbury Ls generally characterized as a perled in whleh historical Christianity
suffered a gradual decline. Darwin's theory of evolutien same along about the
middle of the century to inerease the growing skepticlsm toward the Bible's
anthority and to place thoge who skill held to thet authority in a lowsr goeial

and intellsetuzl bracked.

7 Floyd . Bamdlton, The Bagls of Christian Paith, p. xis
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Such a situation as the one déécribed could not fail to have a powerful
effect on America’s attitude toward her préachers. Neteriallstic professions
that offered the people new and better pleasures came into social ascendanecy,
The ministry, in the minds of thousands, became &n cutmoded and almost degraded
profession. Many men of outstanding minds who formerly would have chosen this
’prqfeésion now turned to industry and to science. As a result, by the end of
the eentury the pedple no longer éceepted the preacher as the éommunity leader
for the sole reagon that he was a preacher.

Thé other factor upon which the'sﬁcial reputation of the preacher rested,
persbnal merity, still served to raise men to great heighis of popularity.

Such men as Phillips Brooks and Henry Ward Beecher wers, becausé of their

s social

izl

outstanding personalities, at the top rung of the ladder as far
positidn was cohcerned. Somewhat spart from these personal qualities, these
preachers were revered because of their excellent educational backgrounds.
Since Colonial times ministers had generally been recognized for their éuperi~
ority in this respect, and they were still so recognized far up into the
nineteenth century, especially in New Zngland where tlie shouting emotionalists
failed to gain the powerful foothold that they were able to secure in the West.
But in the more highly developed seetions of Zmerica, especially the New
Ingland states, it is clear that preachers who were becoming great communiby
leaders were not doing so because of the people's confidence in the religion
that‘they espoused but rather because of the reliance upon the men themselves.
It was not, then, as advocates of any doctrine or cree& that men could become
popular as preachers; orthodoxy was neither expected nor required. Uen such.
aé Henry Ward Beecher became the personal advisers and idols of thousands of
- men ané women in trouble and out of trouble, but hearing them speak an audience
would not always kncwlwhether they were Eplscopalian or Presbyterian. The

truth was that they cared little for any creed but were anxious only to preach



a kind of soecial gospel that would aid people to live better meral lives.
It was not so much that these men were skeptical of the Bible {exeert in the
Unitarian Church) as that they saw ne point in upholding historical Christianity
when their awliences were becoming largely indifferent to that matter.

ﬁhilg this decline in orthodoxy was going on, the position of ithe preacher
as a romantic lgver remained firm. The reckless, carcfrse man-absut-town has
- no monopoly on the affections of the fairer sex. There is a certain aloof
and mysterious quality about a preacher that atpeals to women of alaost
every class. It is alsc rocognisable that moral virtue and clean living

LR 3
g

never fail to gain admiration because of the will power te overcoms temptations
that they represent. Bven the sickly pallor which was ths resuli of the
minister's long hours of study could not dampen the ardor of the spinster
parighioners, who idolized their religious leadsr and waited patlenily for
gigns of his preference for them. Actually a fair propovriion of uinlsterial
students endured the rigors of Greek 2nd Latin and graduvated from college
with a fair amount of robust heslihiness and manly vigor, and though the
girls adored nursing the weak onss, they were not averse to the churns of

these stronrser ones. Hothers were still educabing davghlers to believe that

a prescher was the pafest possible nominee for thelr futurs affections.

v

4 new preacher, then, whether he be weak or strong, continued to be the

prospects for the preacher's atlentions. Leading gossips wmere sent ahead
o Find is pa mances, his likes, and his dlslikes, and to seout
to find out his past romances, bis likes, and his diglikes, and to seout
around in gemeral in order to ascertain the possibilities of sseuring him
e m 1 o
for & son-in-law.

Thus it is seen that the social position of the American preacher,

which was very high at the beginning of the nineteenth century, graduvally

declined because of the rapid growth of skepticism, leaviag only those



lovers pemined




CHAPTER THO

Orthodoxy

A4 study of the characterizatiocns of preachers in the works of Harriet

xe)

Jjeecher Stowe and Margsret Deland covers the whole of the nineteenth century.

(g

irs, Stowe, though born in 1811, wrote of preachers who lived in the last
part of the eiphteenth and the first part of the nineteenth centuries. firs.
Deland, who waz born in 1857 and died in 1946, wrote of preachers who lived
during the last half of the nineteenth century. These women had an oppor=
tunity to sss the gradual decline of orthodoxy and religious intoleransces
that characterigzed their century and to create fictional preachers to mirror
this decline.

Mrs. Stows more nearly represents the attitude toward the orthodoxy of
the first part of the century. THer conservatism and her liberalism both
were taken from the mind of her grest father, Lyman Beecher, who inherited
his theology indirectly from Jonathan bdwards. 'When Lyman attended Yale
University, he came in conbtact with its Calvinist Prasident, Timoﬁhy Dwight,
who became his herc and exercised a great deal of influence over his life.t
Daight was the nephew of Hdwards and was also the man who recelved the mantle
of Ldwards after that great Calvinist was gone.2 Lyman Beecher absorbed
enough of Edwards' influence through Dwight that he never completsly departed
fron somes of the basie beliefs.

Harriet Beecher, then, inherited a certain amount of orthodexzy which kept

alive within her the Christian hope for immortality. She exhibits this

1 Lyman B. Stowe, Saints Sinners and Beechers, p. 27.

2

Gualben, op. cit., p. 471.



orénodoxy in ons of her lasgt letters

I have thought mueh lutely of the possiblility o
you &ll ond going home. 1 am come o the sbage of
that ig within sight of the river of death, an& I fe
maeh have all ia recdines: E,t and night for the mess
Hnressnnzt I have, th absolute gﬁrtai
in el ﬂwn aive of ia thi

it is difi‘ seult to wut it into s

Bud Yrse Stowe's fatber with all o7 pis orthodoxy was tried by the
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{Unlvinists for heresy, and though he was

that he was not averse to the acceplance of new and radical idess concorne

.l. et

ing religion. From him, then, Mrs. Stowe received her attitude towerd

Calvinism which made her quesbion much of its teachings later. it secmed

that she could not harmonise the Calwvinistiec coneepbion of God with the
God that she thought of as o loving Being; therefore, when her bLrothers

and sisters began to teach her that God is only love, they found her an
apt pupils. Her atiitude toward eternal punishment remasined a puzzisd one,
and later in life when her son Henry was drowned vhile he was ztill weon-
verted, she wrote to Lady Byron:

I think 1ﬂcrwﬂsﬁﬁ¢ly on the subject on wileb you cone
varaad with ne once = 3 *L+l"* state of rebribution, I% is
evident %to me th‘t tb* ¢ Christianity bhzs produced in
wﬂhwmrfmrﬁ;“i&; love which wholly revolits g
the old docirine of tu and yet it was Christ whe sald,
Foor dvﬁ that is abls t stroy soul s ks

;..5
wh

[ D Aom e 1Y 7
¥l body ia Hell.

But of one thing 1 &lﬂdﬁs foed o probation doss not end
with this life and the mu wrerefore be Infinitely

greater than the worldts ;Astory leaéds uﬂ to suppose.s
But Yrs. Stove was further removed from Calvinism than was her father,
and when in later lif'e she knew a yearning for slegunce, permanence, ira-

dition, mystery, and especlallv authority, she turned to the liberal

2 Charles E. Stowe, The Life of Harriet Beecher Stowe, p. 513.

4 Catherine Gilbertson, Harriet Beecher Stowe, ppe 237=8.
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Episcopalian charch.”

lrs. Stowe always believed in subordinating doctrine to Christian
living and pure love of God. JShe was able to see the danger of man’s
finally coming to love his ereed more than his God, She expresses this

opinion in one of her comments in the second volume of Dred, (1856).

As the Idolater worships the infinile and unseen under a
visible symbol till it effaces the memory of whal is signified,
so men begin by loving institutions for God's sake, which come at
last wo stand with them in the place of God.® '

A11 of Hys. Stowe's ideals and ideas concerning orithodoxy are personie-

fied in the preacher characberizations of her novels and short stories.

&

4ne

br. H,, the minister in one of her sarlier novels, Egg,ﬁinistar‘s Hoolng
(1859), is conservative enough, bub he places no emphasis on docirines or
creeds. He is pietured in a Hew England village shortly after the Revolu-
tiqﬁary War. Though trained in the Idwards school of theology like lirs.
Stowe's father, he is primarily interested in Christian living. He is
_ﬂescribéd'as "e metaphysician, a philanthropist, and in the highest and'
most earnest sense a minister of good on carth.?’ "His theolegy," says
| Hrs. Stowe, "was, in faét, the turaing te an invisible Sovereign of thaf.
spirit of loyalty and unquestioning subjugation which is one of %he noblest
capabilities of our nature."?
Dr. H. is presented as a man who is not afraid to.advmcate»something
N X

new and different, but like Lyman Doecher he was ready o risk a trial for

heregy in order to advance his religious ideas. He had a System of Theology

? Tbid., p. 252.
P

Harriet Beecher Stowe, Dred, II, 182.

7 Harriet Beecher Stowe, The Minister's Wocing, p. 59.

5 Ibid., p. 18.
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that he was planning to publish which held that man should be able to give

2
'u@ avery%hinﬂ that he had hoped for even to his soul for the grea%er good
of &oé, and though some of toe people found this teaching very difficult, he
.’igtill continued to presch it.
| Though one of the characters in this story wlains that "he'éan‘%
v under5tan0 all the bang of predestination,; and moral ability, and God's
' e fficiency, and man's agency, which Dr. H. is so'engagad abouﬁ,”g.and
théugh Dr. H. is vitally concerned with theology, he, like Hrs. Stowe,
recognizes truth to be more important than creed. ¥%hen he is accused of
being an Arminian he sayss
Supposing I do interpret some bexts like the Arminians. Can't

Arminians have anything right about them? Who wouldn't rather go

with the Arminigns when they are right, than with the Calvinists when

they are wrong? 0

Dr. H. also embodies another one of Harrietls favorite beliefs, that of
being willing to sacrifice doctrine to philanthropy. Thus, when this
preacher finds that be can no longer belleve in slavery, he decides to go to
one of his richest parishiohers to enlist his support in freeing the negroes.
Now, this rich man happens to be a slave trader, and ¥rs. Scudder, a worthy
church member with whom Dr. H. is residing, twows that he will only be
offended and refuse to help te pay for the Doctor's publishing of his Jystem

¢

f Theolozvs When she argues this noind with the Doctor, he answerss
. ks ]

pm.

I'd sooner my system should be sunk in the sea than it should
be a millgtons round my neck to keep me from my duily. Let God take
eare of my theolov'; I must do my duty.

In DPred Hrs. Stowe creates a number of clergymen who help to illustrate

0D
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p. 101.
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this prineiple very clearly. She had been dismayed to see the majority

of the southern ministers either keeping quiet about slévery or trying

to harmonize it with the Bible, not because they believed in it but be=

cause to Tight it required‘too much of a sacrifice. They were more imter-
~ested in discussing the fine points ef theology than in aiding the cause of
freedom by working against slavery. This wealmess in them she attempts to
prﬂﬁe by allowing her roader to sit in on”abminister's conference where

slavery and theologicél doctrines are both being discussed. Firsi, we are
introduced to the preachers, each of whom represents some common weakneas,
with Dickéon an exeeption. Dr. Cushing, a man of warm feelings and humane
impulses, was prompt with his stand against slavery, but "he was known‘

as a peacemaker, a modifier, and a harmonizer. Nor didvhe serupulously ex-
amine_how'guch of the credit of this was due to a fastidious softness of nature,
| BE

which made conbtroversy disagreeable and wearisonme. These gualitiss caused

him to take the side of least resistance whether it was right or wrong.

Dr. Packthread was another good man whose piety and ortrodoxy could
not be guestioned, but "he worshipped Ghristianvprudence{ and the whole
category of accomplishments which we have described he considered as the
fruits of it."lB This worship of prudence and his goiag.on year ziter year
"doing deeds which even a politicel candidate would Llush at; violating
the most ordinary principlss of morality and honor; while he svng hymns,
made prayers, and administered sacrameﬁﬁs"lA placed this preacher on the side
of the prudent hypocrite who will gladly talk against evil but will seldon

act.

iz ,
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Dred, 11, 176.

3 4., p. 179.

14 ;ﬂ' citﬂ
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Dr~ Calker is includéd in the nmovel bto represent the preacher whose
ﬂevotlon to creods blinds him to all other values. Nrs., Stowe describes
him thuss

He was earnestly and sincerely devout, as he understood devotion.

He began with loving the chureh for God's salke, and ended with

loving her better then God. And, by the Church, he meant the

oagaalzatlen of the Presbyterizn Church in the United States of

America. Her cause, in his eyes, was God's cause; her glory, Godls

glorys her success, the znd¢spensab1e condition of the mllleahzgm,

her defeat, the defeat of all that was good for the human race.

S0, as a result of his great devotion to his creed, another preacher
was kept from fighting the evils of slavery. But now Mrs. Stowe redeems the
race of preachers and shows her readers what she expects of a preacher by
presenting the ehild~like Dickson ab the conference. This man, who had at
times not even the price of a stamp with which to mail his letters, was
regarded by his brethren "with great affection and veneration, though wholly

. 16 . ;
dcvold of any ecelesinstical wisdom.® In the middle of the conference,

he becomes dis gusted with the theological wranglings and p repares L0 go,

sayiy g,¢“8rﬁﬁh®f Calker here, talks of the Presbyterian Church. dlasl in
her skirts is found the blood of poor inncecents, and she ig willing, for the
gake of union, ﬁa degtroy them for whom Chrisy died. L7
No, Harriet Beecher Stowe's preacher would wol Torget the sufferings
of mankind for ths docirine of the FPresbyterian Chureh nor for any other
ehurch. HNeither would he sacrifice thalt which he believed for coufort or
safety for himself or for his family. then Dickson is approached by the
leaders of a wealbhy church to prezch for them with the condition that he
must leave off presching about slavery, his answer is a final negative. He

chose rather to suffer physical deprivation, and when the evil Tom Gordon

15 1pig., p. 182.
16 roid', p. 18();
17 psa., p. 198.



foreed him away from the meebing where slave-holders were not allowed and
ésk@d'him if he would promige to stop preaching against slavery to prevent
.a‘ﬁbyswcal beating, Dickson's answer is another brave no. There tied %o

tfee by.the side of hig poor little ecabin 1hile his sickly wife looks om, this
weak and fainting old man endures & beating rather than_givg up his fight

for the f eedcm of the Hegroes. It should be noted that this man was neot
suffering as a martyr because of his Catholicism or Protestantlsi as so many
have done in ages past, bul as & demoeratic American of ithe nineleenth century
he was suffering for the right to preach the Christian standard found in the
New Testament.

Further proof that lilrs. Stowe characterized her preachers as tolerant
men who rise above their wan-made creeds is found in the Reverend kir. Sewsll
from The Pearl of Orr's Island {1862). Though a Calvinist he is glad to
recommend to the Catholic Dolores that "the Romish Church, amid many corrup-

tions, preserves all of the essentisl beliefs nocessary for cur salvation,
18

E

and that many holy sculs have gone to heaven through its doors.” He

excugeg thig adviece in the folleowiug manner

Hany of wmy persuasion would not have felt free to do thisg,

but my liberty of conscience in this respect was perfect. I

have seen that if you break the cup ocut of which a soul has

been used to take the wine of the gespel, you often spill the

very wine itself. 4nd afler all, these foras are but shadows

of which the substance is Christ.l

So far all the preachers discussed have been Calvinists of one group
or anether, Attention is now directed to one of Hrs. Stowels Episcopalian

ministers, the Reverend Arthur St. John from He and our Neighbors (1875).

FPogsibly because he represents a religlous body that Hrs. Stowe did not

18 Harriet Beocher Jtowe, The Pearl of Orr's Island, p. 2063.

1% .
Loc. cit.
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sympathize with, he is pletursd as being rather intolerant. His education
and birth were those of a Hew England Puritan, with all those habits of
reticence and self~control which a New England education enforces. His

pa

,religicus experiences, being those of reaction from a sterile and severe
gystem of intellectual dogmatism, still esrried with them a tinge of tﬁe
precision and narrowness of his early life. '"His was & nature like some of
the stfeams of his native mountains, inclining to cut for iﬁself straight,
deep, narrow currents; and all his religious reading andé thinking had run
in one channel.”® One member of his congregatibn, a Nrs, fBva Henderson,
gays, "He is a natural school-master, and likes to control people, and,
aithough he is so wery gentle, I always Tfeel that he is very stringent, and
that if I once allowed hin ascendancy he would make no allcwances;ﬁzl' When
the Quaker preacher, Sibyl Selwyn, made an applieation to hin to hold a
maeting'in his little chapel, he sternly refused., A1l these things imply
that the Reverend Arthur St. John is hopelessly intelerant., He so appears
until & new and liveral influence starts working in his life, that of his
ﬂride, the beautiful and lovable Angie. Angie is able to make him see a
lo£ of things in a different light”so_ﬁhat when the Methodisis ask for con-
tributions for their orphan homes he sends fifty dollars wiih the following
note: "From a fellow-worker."2?

Thus it is alwost with_one accord that Mrs. Stowe's ministers concur

on the point of tolerance and liberalism. From Poganuc Peonle (1878) comes

Pr. Gushing, a man who had forbidden his little daughter to atiend the Epis-

e and our Neighbors, p. 173.

|

Harriet Beecher Steve,
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copalian Christmas services. DUr. Dushing expresses his real aviitude toward
the hpiscopalian church as Delly is leaving for a vacation with her #p
maternal grandparents:

0f course, while with them you will attend the services

plscopal Church; for that you have my cordial consent
ingness. The lltawwv of the churech is full of devoutb

and wil

Teclings, and the Thlruy-nlne irticles (with some few slighit
exceptions) are a very execellent sta ues@nt of truth. In adepting
the spirit and languace of the prayers in the servicv‘you cannot

go amiss; very excellent Christians have b sen nourished and
brought vp upon them., So have no hesitation about unltins in all
Christien exercises with your relatives in Boston. 23

But, with all of their tolerance, hrs. Stowe's preachers never exhibib
the least sign of the skeptical indifference that marks the heroes of modern
fictions neither de they over give hope for immortality where historical
Christianity gave none. Uhen the father of James Marvyn in The finigter's
Wooing mourns that his son is dead without any sure hope of salvation, Dr. H.
says, "There ig no healing for such troubles except in nnconditicnal submission
to Infinite VWisdom and Goodness. The Lord reigneth, and will at last bring

.

infinite good cub of evil, vhetner our small portion of esxistence be included

24

or not.n

The whole attitude of Urs. Stosels preachers is summed up in one passage

of her novel, Poganuc Feowle. Dr. Cushing soothes the funeral nourners

confidently with this message:

«osliow that we have come to pay the last tribute to her memory,
ghall it be with tears alone? 1If we love onr sisgter, shall ue
net rejoice bescause she hag gone to the Father? She has gone

where there is no more sickness, no more pain, no nove sorroy,

no more death, and she shall be ever with the Lord.R

23 Harriet Beesher Stowe, Pozanuc People, ppe. 351-2.
2 Harriet Beecher Stowe, The iiinister's Woolnz, p. 218.
25 |

Harriet Bescher Stowe, Popanuc People, p. 284
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Born forty-six years later than lres. Stowe, largaret Deland more
nearly represents the atiitude toward orthodoxy of the last half of the
ninsteenth century when a growing skepticism began te charasterize society
as a whole‘ She was born inte a Ffemily of Presbyterians and early became
a confirmed Galvinist, but liveralizing infiuences soon beggn t0 come
hef Way. In the first place her Grandparents on the Wade side were
 Episcopalian, and her frequent visits with them during her youth gave
«ihgr a tolerant attitude toward that liberal church.

But,another ahd_much more powerful influence toward 1ibéralism1waa
hewr marriage‘inﬁa the Unitarian Deland family of Boston. Tor a longitime
she had inteﬂtiqﬁs of converting her husband to Calvinism, bul gradually
all hervéesire along that line died away, leaving her ready to lollow
instead of lead him¢26 Therefore, when a friené‘recomm@nded the Hpiscopalian
Phillips Brooks as a good preacher, Lorin and Hargaret both decided to hear
him. Lorin was immedistely influenced by the powerful personality of this
'préacher and decided Lo continue his attendance at the Boston fpiscopalian
- Church. Hargaret follcﬁeﬁ, thinking all the time that as she hadn't as
yet done much to convert her Hnitafian husband to Ga;vinism, the Scarliet
Woman might keep’a halfway house betuween Infidelily and Presbytérianism.27
It was not long until Lorin was ready to be confirmed, and right here
ﬁargar@t‘leafned something about intolerance that had a powerful influence
upon her orthodoxy. U¢hen Lorints Unitarian mother found that he waé to
ally himself with the Trinitarians, she was very much upset.  Hargareti
expresses her own reaction to her mother-in-iaw's intolerance in the

following manner:

i)
o

fiargaret Deland, Golden Yesterdays, p.20i.

Fe)
~1

Ibid .y Pp. 106-7-



17

The gight, however, of the distress of his mother and sister,
because of hiag confirmatieon, was the beginning for me cof a new
lmowledge, namelys Intolerance, in the various faiths, differs
in degree~-not in kind. The Presbyterian, Catholic, Unitarian,
Wohammedan, or, for that matter, the man who heweth him down a
cedar tree, burneth part thereof, and with part thereof b4 coth bread,
roagteth roast, warmeth himgell’, and saiths %"iha, I am warml® And
with the residue maketh a god, worshipeth it, and ualtbs “TEOL art
my godlf-~this man, and all the other religious folk, arve prob
rmueh the same under the sking of their creeds. Bach knows he ig
right and all the obthers are wrongl<f

'3

Thig exhibition of intolerance along with other influsnces worked on

cHdrgaret's mind until she found one day while she was writing John Hard,

£

x

- Preacher that sne ne longer believed the Trinitys sh@ f%li'aﬁ 4if she bed

q-.

 bﬁtgrown it as a child oubgrows Santa Claus. When she admitted this unbelief
o herseif, it didn't trouble her, and for a whole year doubt crept cleser

and eloser; then, one day, while in church with Lorin, she realizmed that the
whole structurs of her belief was slipping. Here is her account of its

Sitting there that Sunday morning beside Lorin, one

uncertainty after another, marshaling itself in my mind, becume
a clear and positive negation. If the docurine 0& the Trinity
was untenable, so vas fhs Divinity of Christ, Well, then, what
about the Apestletls Creed? There were two or Lhre wnings in that
I could not take literally....One was the "resurrsction of the

body=~that was absurd! And what about immortality?9

Yos, what aboul immortality? Margaret found that one belief was

1 o

gupported in her wmind by another, and when one of them was lost the rest

followed until a general landslide was initiated. Bub one who bhas believed

.

'l
il

in immortality for a long time finds it one of the most difficult beliefs
of all to give up, and Hargaret did not give it up. Hour after hour she

thought over the subject until at last she made wp her mind to visit Phillips

Brooks and hear his explunation. When she arrived at his study, she found

herzelf becoming more and more anxious. Her agoniging "Do you bslieve that

Ibid.s p. 118.

29 Tpid., p. 201.
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er death--really live, and know each other? Is it true?"

1lence, brought much wallkdng back and forth across the floor, and

{T
3
IS
&
&
t."’-
4]

then brought an answer. " 'It must be true,' he said; 'Life would be too

terrible if it were notl!t w3l 44 first this answer was not enough, and the

33

terribls burden still weighed on her mind, but when she read that lir. Brooks
had written to someons else thal every man and women should say that they
are a part of God, and that they have CGod'fs immortality in them, ashe was

satisfisd to bagin her research inte all of the writings on the subject with

a basic premise that God is an "biernal Eﬂergy."32 2h h her ressarch finally

ES

Jﬂra ne have her conclusion that remained with her the rest of her life

The hypothesis of survival is thinkable!  ifler a long
time, I even found 1t onavoldable. Some psople eall this
deduction intuition, which is oceasionally pillared and but-
tregssed by reason. Others name it Faith...but whatever it
iz ecalled - Intuition, or Falth, or...reason...all these names
are bhased on the assumption that we iive, aud move, and have
our being, in a Conscious Universe...We are only motes in
the light of stupendous suns, only srecks of gelvss, in the
Everlasting Self -~ which 'mows Beauty, Love, Genius, Calvary!
And as the Great Self eoniains our small selves, 1t is think-
able that it will econbinue them for, as Phillips Brooks said,
"ie have the Immortaliby of God in ubf"33

de

Thus Hargsrst lLeland came back to a wind of orthodoxy that susbained
her but one that could never have satisfied ths more conservative llrs.
Stove.

These spiritual struggles found their way intd the fietional person~

R o

alities of Mrs. Deland's preacher characterizatic

-~

ome of them reflected

her earlier orthodoxy; some of them were much more skeptical; but ail of

Tbid., p. 202.

Loc. cit.

Loge. cite

33 ipid., ¢63.




them either suberdinated doctrine and smiled upon unorbhodox conceplbions
P
of Christianity or were ridiculed by their creator for doing otherwise.

Sinee the theme of Nrs. Deland's novel, John Hard, Preacher (1838), is

N 2

clogely related to the crithodoxy of preachers, bthis novel is the most

O
3

important document to be consgidered in a study of the orthodoxy of her
preacher characterizations. The theme of the novel, as stated by Hrs.
Deland, is "to show that the doctrine of eternal dammaibion -~ not often
each 7 i ngland...was a ¢ ction of e n th
preached now in New England...was a contradiction of a belief in the
justice; and mercy, and love of God."34
. With such a theme in mind ¥rs. Deland cersated 2 preacher who held

2

to the theory of eternal damnation and attempbted to show the res tlts

of that belief in hig life and in the lives of the people associabed

with him. John is pictured asg the embodiment of all that is ortnodox.

Te him the Bible was the last word in auvthority. ¥r. Dale, a friend
of John's, says, "Ward would believe in a party onlyv so long as it agreed

with his conscience, ...l can faney he would leave any parts, if he thought

0

its teachings were not supported by the Blble.“35 In a disoussion of

-

people who practiced slavery because they believed 1t wae authorized by
the Bible, Jokn savys
o

Bubseeolf they did believe the Bible pefm;ttnﬁ slavery,
what else could they do? Mnowing that it ig the inspired
word of Geod, and that every action of life is to be decided
by it, they had to fight for an institution which they believed
sacred, ever 1f their own judgment and inclination d4id not concede
that it was rig&t¢36

The pleture that Mrs. Deland wanbs her resders to see of John is that

<)

of & man whose intellect could not hold a belief subject to the changes of

35 1p1d., p. 217.

35
36

wargaret Deland, John Ward, Preacher, p. 58.

Ivid., p. 10.
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time or circumstances. Onece he acknowledged hls belief to his sdul, its
growbth wés ended; it hardened into a creed, in which he rested in complete
‘satisfaction. It wasn't that he did not desire more light; it was simply
that he ecould not conceive that there might be more lighit. "ind granting
hig premise that the Bible. was directly inspired by God,"says lirs. Deland,
Mhe was'hét*illOgieal in holding with a pathetic and patient faith to the
doctrines of the Prosbyterian Church.n37

But with all his orthodoxy, John Ward married a girl who was an
agnostic. = Knowing that Helen Jeffrey had been reared by an Episcopalian
preacher, John pretended to himself that he was safle in marrying her,
but he was actually allowing his love for her to work against his better
Judgment, for Helen made no attempt to deceive him eoncerning her bellefs.
Before they weré married‘she told him that she believed it would be unright-
eous énd unjust for God to send a soul to hell forever. When John attempted
to explain to her that the Bible upholds the belief in Hell, she said that
she did not believe in the,inspiration‘ofjthe Bible. Torn between his
love for Helen and his desire to present to his congregation a wife who
would help him in his labors among them, John finally compromisesdj He
decides that it is a sacred right and duly to win her heart and marry her,
"that‘he might take her away from the atmosphere of religious indifferehce
in which éhe lived, and guide her to light and lii‘e."B%

After he was marfied, John found himself continually putting off any
‘attempt to convert Helen.tb orthoéoxy. They were o happy just as tﬁey

were that he hesitated to introduce a subject that might destroy their

37

2 Inid., p. 43.

Ibidn’ po; 41-
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happinesé."“':

They had not been married long when a'tr&geﬂy‘occuréd:in,t%eir 
parish. The whole purpose of this tragedy's introduction into the story
‘Seems to be to show John's orthodoxzy and the disastrous results of it.

- T§m Davis, one of John's parishioners who is a drunkard, is kilieﬂ by
“':deliberaﬁely—gming into a fire while he ié drunk to save a c¢hild. Vhen
i John goes to comfort the drunkard's ﬂidéw, her first desire is to hear

:b dJohn, though

the preacher say that her husband has gone to Heaven,
he is too kind to state in plain words that be believes her husband to
, ' be,in bell,‘shows what he believes by the'passioﬁate pity in his eyes.

‘iﬁe widow is heart~broken and says that she doesn't want the love of

God if He wouldn't give her Tom another chance. Here Nrs. Deland pauses
to say that "the presence of that dead man asserted the hopelessnsss of
| Johﬁ’s creed; no human pity could dim his faith, and he had no words of
comfort for the distracted woman who clung to him, 132

When John's wife goes tc the g:ieving widow and convineces her that

‘her husband is not in Hell, the widow's love for God is resﬁoreﬂ, and
she ‘is comforted but wonders why the preacher decesn't believe that way
th; Helen says that he will yeb come to helieve that God is too mer-
ciful ﬁo send one of His children to Hell, bult she is wrong. Johnfs
belief is too deep and too much a part of him to ever be given up. The
faet is that John's belief is so powerful that when he realizes that
he can't convert his wife any other way, he decides %o sepérate himself
from her until she is converted. Hs firmly believes that the distress
~caused by the separation will in time bring Helen to her senses, but

Helen is not- the kind of woman to change her belief easily, and the

39 Ibid. p. 163.



separation lengthens fron days into wmonbbs. It is useless to specu-
late aboub what Helen's finul decision would have been if Jokw ha& ﬁot'
died while tmeg were still separated, but ihe rsader suspects that w1t
all her firmmess she would not have relented, |
By thus showlng that Jobn Ward's orthodoxy haé’resnlteé in & pain=
ful sepsration, Yrs. Deland hoped that she had proved to the world the
faults of a belief in hell, but she reckoned without one fl ew in ber
cnarﬂgzerlsﬁtzaﬁ of John, When she sent the outline of her bock Lo her
peopla, wha were oprthodox Presbyterians plus a sprinkling of eqaa 1ly ore=
thoﬁox Eplscopalians, tﬁey were very much displeased and attempted to
convince her that she should nobt publish 14,49 Yargaret agzreed to submit
the auegtlom of its publication to the judgment of her Unele ¥illiam -
Campbell, whose orihodexy, all agreed, was sound, whose juﬁ emnt aas
ga@d, and whose gentle and patient wisdom would be irrnfatably wunvincingg
~When uar“arat read the book o her uncle, she was very'much surpri sed to
hear hin say, "There is no reason for not publishing it...I only wish
there were more John Wards in the Churches!™ Thnig attd bude left
ﬁafga?et speechless, Her Uncle noi only approved of the h&ok‘baﬁ hev
also appfo%@ﬂ of John YWard himself. 3he had ;ugyaséa that her hervols
characﬁarizatiéé w&s'&:libal upon justice and the eternal love, that it
gtenped the géé\ﬁalﬁiﬂ had areéﬁed as a‘davilg‘ Yetg here wag her 61&
Unele; one of the most orthodo \f men, Ceelariny that he llbad the book
ang aspeeially likaé John. Perhaps the reason for iir. Campbell's adpd e
ation for John waw that unconseiously lrs. Deland had given this orthodox

preacher an extremely svmaathetlc character. ¥From the beginning to ine

40 Yarparet Deland, Golden Yesteriays, p.. 216.




23

end of the novel, John shows a powerful courage to stay by that which he
believed, and this unwavering loyally to his creed becomes a kind of integ-
rity. Here was a man who was willing to give up all the pleasures of the
world in order to remain true to that which he believed. The final impres-
sion received by many readers is that this kind of man is needed in the
world and that it makes little difference whether or not his creed includes
a belief in eternal punishment.

HMrs. Deland's characterization of the liberal but shallow Episcopalian
rector in this same novel serves even more to throw a faveorable light on
John Ward and his orthodoxy., The Reverend Dr. Howe has been the only father
that Helen hag ever known, but he has not been able to make a believer oub
of her. ¥hen Helen shows how little she knows about orthodoxy, John Ward
asks Dr. Howe what orthodoxy means. The Doctor's angwer is "Why, what we
believe, boy ~ what we believe! The rest of my flock know better [than
Helen], Mr. Ward, I assure you."42 But Helen contradicis this statement
by saying that the rest of his flock do not krow what they believe. Actually
Dr, Howe is only pretending an orthodoxy that he does not have, for when the
dying Mr. Denner asks him about immortality, Dr. Howe says, "4dhl...I don't
know - I can't tell. I - I don't know, Dennerin3 Again vwhen he finds
that Helen and John have separated, he tries to prove to Helen that there
is a Hell, bub unconsciously veers to assertions that it makes no difference,
anyhowy Ythat of course the doctrine of eternal damnation was preposterous,
and thal she must persuade Mr. Ward to drop the subject."44

But Mrs. Deland was capable of creabing a minister who was both

42 Margaret Deland, John Hard, Preacher, p. 12.
43 Ibid'., po 337-

4 11id., p. 398.



admirable and liberal. Dr. Lavendar, who appears in the majority of her
stories and in many of her novels, is an Episcopalian who is not skeptical
about the inspiration of the Bible, but is alweye liberal in religiocus
matters. When in The Awskening of Helena Richie {1906), Sam Vright's parents
are grieving over hie sulcide, Dr. Lavendar couforts them with words contrary
to the ieachings of historical Christianity. "But remember," says Dr. Laven-
dar, "his Heavenly Father will do His best for him, 145 Again in VYAt the
Stuffed Animal House" (1937) when Dr. Lavendar is comforting the dying old
Hiss Harriet, who is an avowed infidel, he says "I want you %o remecmber thatb
death is a happy‘sleep.”Aé But when he finds that this dying woman is not
intereéteﬁ in religion and doesn't want to hear anything religious, he says,
HIf you can mention anything which ié not religious to a woman who is going
to die within é very few weeks, I will counsider sH1n47

Thus .it 1s certain that Dr. .Lavendar believed in a life after death, but
it ig not so certain that he did not believe in paradise for saint and sinner
alike. “The fact is that Dr. Lavendar wanted no emphssis placed on doctrines
at all, and especially wanted it understood that all churches and their min-

isters could be recommended by him. When John Fenn, the young Presbyterian

- minister in "The Voice" (1937), bescomes interested in Philippa, one of Dr.

Lavendar's people, the Doctor says that he hopes there will be a mateh between
the young "theolog" and Fhillipa.®
Another way in which Dr. Lavendar shows his disregard for creeds and

their forms is by his ubter disregard for the different kinds of uniforms

43 Margaret Deland, The iwakening of Helens Richie, p. 252.

46vMargaret Deland, 0ld Chester Days, p. 78.
47 1pid., p. 77.

48 1pid., p. 228.
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to be worn by the clergy. When the Reverend Mr. Spangler comes to take
his place for awhile, he wants to lnow what Dr. Lavendur thinks about

&

his wearing a cassock. It seems that Hr. Spangler hae ‘heard that br..
Lavendar's parish is a little old-fashioned in ‘regard to matters of ritual.
Dr. Lavendar's answer is filled with disgust: "Cassock? Bless your hv@rt,
Wedl & pea—jacket if it helps you to preach the Vlord, It will only be for
ten $unééys."49

In his liberality‘and in his cons efvuﬁism, lirs. Deland's sympat thies
seen alwsys to be with Dr. Lavendar, and are usually with his type, a type
which is eclearly patterned after the lifé of the Dr. Brooks that she knew
and loved. But with John Ward's Lype, Lhoavu she had unconsciously admired
Johﬁ himself, she was not so sympathetbic. Her other pictures of the narrow
Presbyterian dogmatist are not so pretﬁy. The Reverend Silas Baton, th ouoh
he is dead when'"The House of Rimmon" {1903) begins, leaves an evil influ-
ence on the lives of hig family because of his egobism. He is pictﬁred
in his coffin as one who hag "the face of the religious egotist, stamped
with inexorable sincefity, stern and col& and mean.“sg His wife's Epis~
copalian father had not liked Silas and had called him "this harsh, fiery,
narrow New England Minister, of another denomination, of ancther temperament

51

~=for that matter, of another class.” The old gentleman also said that

he wouldn'*t have "that hell-fire Presbylerian use any of his money for his
damned heathenl“52

Silas's fierce integrity had ruled his family's life. The withdrawal

49
50

Hargaret Deland, Dr. Lavendar's Psople, p. 1li,

Hargaret Deland, Wisdom of Fools, p. €7.

51 Ibid., p. 72.

2 .
Ibid., p. 89.
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of this dominant and righteous husband and father had nade an abrupd
gilence in hisg wife and children's lives. He had been so intent upon
saving his own soul that he had had no time to win his children's aflfection
or to malke love to his wife. The result was that ne r his wife nor his

children cared for him, and when he died, they grieved litile. Another

result of his meanness and also of hig orthodoxy wag the maldng of an

focy
3]
2]

unbeliever out of hig wife. Uhen the Reverend Dr. West approaches |
after her husband's death and wants Lo know what church she belongs to, she

is

j&h

says, "I'm not -=-anything...The Bible says people go to hell; bhut Go

=2

T
3

good, so I don't believe the Bible."53 This attitude was the result of a
married life with a "hell-fire Presbyterian.¥ The Reverend Dr. West couldn't
go 0 far as to say that he didn't believe in the Bible, but he evidently
didn't objeet too much to the widow's statement, for he admired her enough

to propose to her not long afterward; and when she accepted, they were mar-
ried.

But whether they are orthodox or skeptical, the majority of iirs. Deland's
sympathetic preachaer characterizations are tolerant of other religions and
other peoplefs beliefs. Though the Heverend John Fenn in "The Veise" (1037)
is contrasted with br. Lavendar when a friend ssys that Feon "mezsured every
man's chance of Qalvation by Iis own theological yardstick™ and Dr. Lavendar
tthought salvation unmeasureable,”54 John Fenn later says to himself thail

=4
_ - , . - if s . 23 . Cxpes
Dr. Lavendar iz a good old man even he is an Episcopalian. This attitude

o

is characteristic of almost all Mrs. Deland's preacher characterizations,

52 1pid., p. 78.

%3 Ipid., p. 9.

54 Hargaret Deland, 01d Chester Days, ». 225.

53 Ibid., p. 228.
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and is also the attitude of Krg. Deland herself.

With the exception of Jokhn Werd, the most important of ¥rs. Deland's
- preachers are not interested in doctrines. Their purpose is to satisfy

the demands of their time by forgeiting their creeds and emphasizing

-, Christian living.

The differences, then, in thelr inherited resligious concepts, the
" influences that touched their mature lives, and the ages in which they
. li#e& caused Nrs. Stowe and irs. UDeland to create fictional preachers
whose attitudeé toward adherence to the doetrines of historiecal Christi-
anity were not the same. Though lrs. Stone's ministers are never bigoted,
they exhibit no hint of the skepticism that Mrs. Deland's Dr. Howe in
John Ward, Preacher could not hide even from a dying man. But lrs.
Deland was the child of & new age. In her and in authors like her, much

of the twentieth century's audacious treatment of religion had its origin,



CHAPTER THREB

Preachers as Romantie Lovers -

9]

- When lirs. Stows was a very small girl, she had some aversion to a young
t'pfeaeher‘as avrqﬂantic prospect for herself despite the fact that so many
~of the men in her family were preachers. This aversion can be ﬁartly
explained by the trouble that young Theodore Weld caused in her father's
seminary. This young divinity student was a militsnt abolitionist, and

when Dr. Beeeher'refuseé,to allew the university to become active in the
fight againStbslévery, he organized an antislavery society consisting of
about three fourths of the student body and left the university taking all -
of his society members with him.l This was a disaster from ﬁhich the
seninary was slow to recover, and Harrist never forgot it. She shows the

effects of it in her characterization of Dolly Cushing in Posanue People.

Dolly, who was certainly meant to be a thumb-nail sketch of Harriet herself,2
knew that "the man she might love was not in the least like a blushing
young theological student in a black coat, with a hymn-ﬁook under his arm."3
Nevertheless Harriel Bsecher married a preacher, which seems réther
strange until one congiders that preachers and theological students made up
almost all of the young men that she knew. It should also be noted that
Harrioct was twenty-five years old and still single. This seems not unusual
in modern times; but in 1836, when most women depended on a husband for sub-

gistence, it was a dangerous position,

1 catherine Gilbertson, Harriet Beecher Stowe, p. 84.
2 Ibid., pe 3.

3 Harriet Beecher Stowe, Poganuc Feople, ps« 324



Calvin Stowe was nine years older than Harriet, and there was
nothing in his burly, well-fed figure or gis booming voice to remind
one of Lord Byron, who bhad been Harriet's ideal lover since early child-
hood.'!l But he had a rich emotional nature and a postic temperament, and
what may have been more important, he was grieving for his first wife
and needed Harriet to comfort him. In any case, on January 6, 18306,
Harriet Beecher found herself marrying Calvin Stowe.5 The whole thing
~came off very quietly. She was pumzled by her lack of emotion. On the
threshold of & momentous change she felt nothing at all. This was hardly
what she expected from love and marriage, but no doubt her own fancy, hsr
own dreams of happiness,; had led her astray quite as much as sentimental
fiction could have done,

A1l of this lack of emotion does not mean that Harriet was not
happy with her husband. After she had been married several ysars she
wrote to Calvin, "If you were not already ny dearly beloved husband, I
should certainly fall in love with you,"6 which was language more vigor-

™7

ous than she permit#ed her heroines to employ, With the years their mu-
tual affection strengthened. When Calvin grew too old to travel, Harriet
willingly gave up her winter home in Florids, the greatest pleasure her
money ever bought for her. She remained steadfastly at his side during
the long months of his dying, and when he was gone she mourned him as a

bride.7 Bub the lack of emotion during the wedding does give an indica=-

tion that their love story was nobt a romantic one and furnishes some clue to

&~

Gilbertson, op. cit., p. 90.

Tbid., pe 9l.

Forrest Wilson, Crusader in Crinoline, p. 162.

“J o Uy

Tbide, p. 163.
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: thevfacﬁ that she never wrote a passionate love scene. She elther didn't
know how Qr.the festrictions of the times or her hereditary TFuritanism
caused her l&ﬂgugge of love to be conservative.

But despite llrs. Stowe's early aversian to preachers as romsntie
-lévefs and despite the fast that there was iittle romance in‘her later
marriage to a préacher, the fact remains that she told the ldée stoéies
:6f @anylpreaehers, Certainly more than half of her heroes werc preachers,
R aﬁé their holy lives detract little from their abilities as lovers.

- The Minister's Wooing was one of lMrs. 3towe's first stories with a
'preacher as a romanblc lover. In this novel she takes up a problem that
hag always presented itself to a young girl when she considers marrying
her ministers &oeé she love him as a wife should or does she only respect
hig for his preswminence in spiritunal matters? Nary Scuvdder found this
problem even more puzzling than the average girl because of her unusual
geal in religious matters. The Reverend Dr. H., who is probably patterned
afber Calvin Stowe, is about forty years old and very scholarly, but is
too absorbed in his studies and in his theology %o rate very high as a
romantic lover. But his almoest perfect spiritual character makes him an
idol to his whole congiegation, especially to Mary Scudder. He resides
in the home with her and her mother, and when he wakes it known that he
desires Mary's hand in marriage, she agrees to give it; bubt the reader
fmows that she wouldn't have if she had not thought that James lNarvyn, her
childhood sweethsart, had been drowned.

Vedding plans are in progress wilh poor Mary, like ﬁarriet when she
was married, feeling no emotion. But Mrs. Stowe remembers her own yearning
fprgé Byron-like lover and brings James back safe and sound. Now Mary
must decide whetiher to keep her promise and marry Dr. H. or fulfili her

childhood dreams and marry her younger lover, The problem is solved by



Pr. He himself when he is informed by a helpful parishioner that Hary is
in love with James. Nagnanimously, the Doctor calls the young couple
together and wishes them all of the happiness possitle.

But all of Mary's trouble and Dr. A's heartbreak could have been
Bvéided if Hrs. Scudder had not found him so attractive as a poltendial
husbamé-for her daughter. It was lrs. Scudder who arranged the whole
thing after Dr. #. had made known his desires. There was no dsclaration
6f'love by the Doetor to Hary, only a formal request to her mother and a
formal answer returned after the mother had ﬁalkeé with her daughier.

Such endesvors of mothers to secure a preachzr for & son-in-law were
very common. Sailors and soldiers were unsafe; they might merry a girl
and live with her only a short time, but preachers could afford no such
blight on their moral reputation even if they might desire a divore

But preachsrs were not always sc sagy bo marry, for some of them,

3

like Arthur 3t. John in fe and Qur HNeighbors, had the {atbolic idea that

a preacher should not merry. He {elt that a wife wonld take too much of
that time which should belong to his work and had even gone so far as to
publish a tracﬁ on holy virginity.

When later he finds hlm self falling in love, St. John fights with all
the power ia his b scing agalinat it. If it hadn't been for the fact that
Angie was such a good and humble Christian worker, he might havé escaned,
but her kindness to the poverty-stricken childrsen brought "a gtrange new
throb under his sufplice."s This throb alarmed him to the degree that he
did not look at Angie for some time.

St. John did not belong to that class of clergymen wheo, on belng as-

sured of s sebilement and a salary, resolve in a gensral way to marry and

8 Harriet Beecher Stowe, He and our Neighbors, p. 107.
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look up a8 wife snd a cooking-stove at the same tive. In fact, he had some
sort of poetical ideas of a diviner life of priestly self-davoiion and
 gelf-consecration in wiich wosmsn cam have no part. He had been fascinated
by cortain strains of writing in some of the deveub iAnglicans whose works
furnished most of the studies of his librery; so that far from settins it
down in a general way that he must somebise mwrry, be had, up to this time,
shaped his ideal of life in a conbrary direction. He was a true protestant,
a member of the Spiscopalian Church, but he had allowed vaguely to flost
throush his head
the ides of a celibate guild - a brotherhood who should revive,
in dusty modern Hew Yorlk, some of the devoubd comventual fervors
of the Niddie Ages. 4 soclety of vrobhers, living im a roound of
dally devotions and holy ministration, had Leen one of the distant
dreams of his future eloudland.*d
There was anobber obstacle that stood in the way of this particular
yﬂﬂﬂg@ﬁeﬁch&?*s-m&rri&ga~which alac gtood in the way of many enother preach=
erls matrimonial plans. The Reverend St. Johu's consregation, especially
- the female part of it, believed thal he would be much more sascred if he
would remain single. When Jin Fellows suggests to Alice Van drsdel the
possibility of St. John's mareying her sister, alice says
‘ I don't think 80...00r my part, I think if a man, for
the sake of devotlng himself to the church, gives up family
caresy I reverence hime I like to feel that my rector is
something saered to the altar. The very ides of 3 clergy~
man in any other bhan ssered relabions is disagrsezbls to me. 12
The majority of the congregation were in agreement with Alice. 4 holy
father, in & long black gown, with & cord sround his waist, snd with a skull
and hour-glags in his cell, is somehow thought to be nearer to heaven than

a fanily man with a market-basket on his arm, but Mrs. Stows quesstions the

9 ’&L@" Fie 373-
l@ ib—";i", pt 1010
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validity of thie theory. 3he ssys, "Theve may be as holy and unselfish a

g-. o

spirit in the way a market-basket is filled as in a week of fasbing; and

the oil of gladness way make the heavenward wheels run rore smoothly than
) cost e . 11

the spirit of heaviness."

When St. John rather triumphantly remembers the free assertion of the

ef“lz and

great apestle, Y"Have we not power to lead about a sister or a wif
besomes engaged; some of the women of his congregation are furicus. One
lady says #that her idol is brokenj that she never again shall reverence a

cl@rgyman,"13

and when 8t. John and Angle take a drive in the park, this

same lady hides her head so that she will not have to witness the degradation
of her 1601.14 But the reader suspects that the idol would have retained

his preeminence if he had been marrying the offended lady instead of Angie
Van Arsdel,

Degpite all of the obs tacles in his way, St. John proves that he, like
all men, has a powerful need for a helpmate. It sesms to be Mrs. Stowe's
purpose in this characterization and in many others to show that preachers
nead wives as rmuach as or more than other men. She has St. John represent
his profession in being completely helpless as far as domestic dutles are
concerned, a characteristic of Krs. Stowe's own husband, Calvin Stowe. But
St. John, it seems, doesn't even have sense enough to take care of his health.
He is said to be "as ignorant as a child in such matbters. He ignores hisg

J

body entirely, and seems debtermined to work as if he were a spirit and could

O

3
live on prayer and fasting.td

il 1pid., p. 373.
12

Ihide, pe 372
43 1id., p. 365.

15 1bid., p. 147.
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But St. John's domestic ignorance and his need for a wife can't
compare with Parson Carryl's in "The Minister's Housekeeper®(1369), the
short story that Mrs. Stowe puts into the mouth of Sam Lawson, the village
do=notiing, This preacher did not even know that a "tom-turkey" wasn't
- supposed to sit on eggs, and when he finds that his "heh-turLey“ ﬁas
been killed, he attempts to force the old male bird to sit on the eggs.,’
The resulﬁ, of course, is disastrous, and the eggs are finally broken
after various attempts to force the turkey to sit, such as placing a
corn-basket over him. 411 the time, Huldy, the young housekee@ér; ﬁhc
has probably been'considéring the minister as a potential husband, was
ﬁatching his attempt, trylng desperately to suppress a smile. iomen,
lirs. Stowe.implies, knew all about such things, and'preachers were pretty
helpless without a woman around to work for them while they spent their
time leisurely with their books,

But Parson Carryl did not want a wife any worsze than the women of
his parish wanted him. . The qualities that make him so desirable as a
husban? are never satisfactorily explained, but the fact remains that
several women wanted him. One spinster in particular, had "sort of sot
her eyé on the Parson for h@rself,"lé but she was an unatiractive old
meid, and any reader can see that he belongs to the young and energetic
Buldy.

It isn't long before Parson Carryl sees that marrying Huldy is the
very best plan for him, especially after he hears tﬁat some of his people
are gdssiping about him and Huldy. %Yhen Huldy hears some of the gossip
too and is in a rather bad mood about it, Parson Carryl solves every-

thing in a rather romantic way by saying, "Ill-natured folks will talk;

16 parriet Beecher Stowe, Oldtown Folks and Sam Lawson, II, 280.
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bub there is one way we can stop it, Huldy -if you will marry me. You'll
make me very happy, and 'l do all T can to make you happy. Will you?"l7
Yell, she does and they are very happy, for Huldy had all of ths "fac-
ulty® that he lacked, and though he was never aware of all of the uork
involved, his shirt-bosoms wore pleated finer than they ever had been, and

>

ground his wrists were kept like the driven snow.

Riad

There wasntt

a hole in his silk stockings, and his shoe-buckles were always polished,
and "then there wa'n't no bread and biscuit like Huldy's; and her butber
- 1 $A p . 1 3718
was like solid Iumps o' gold.
If Parson Carryl isn't as romantic as a lover should be, it isn't

that Ers. Stowe couldn't ereate a romantic preacher. Theophilus Sewell,

in The Pearl of Orr's Island, is as romantie as any pirate who ever wooed

and won a fair maiden. He is presented at first as a bachelor living
guietly with his sister, snd nobody suspects any romance in hisg life, but
the most romentic thing possible soon develops in connection witk his past
life. A strange and very beautiful dead woman is cne day washed upon a
neighboring shore with a living child attached to her body. Mo identifi-
cation is found upon her execept a bracelet of h;lr studded thickly with
emeralds and rubies. Bub when Mr. Sewell sees this bracelet, an expression
of blank surprise and gtartled recognition suddenly comes Lo his face, and

Y

though few people sver find it oubt, the reader is Informsd that this dead

womon is Dolores, & Spanish girl with whom Mr. Sewell hos been at one time

very much in love.

It seems that when this minister was younger he had been the tutor

in the family of a Spaniard called Don Jose Mendoza. Dolores, Don Jose's
17 1oia. 292,
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oldes t daughter, wag one of lir, Jowell's stvdente, She respectsd her
tubor very much, snd thed vespect soon Leeczne love. No wabter bow much

the goung Ir, Sewell fought against it, he soon realiszed thdt be returned
her love, bgt, being & man of honor, he felt that he could net takevaﬂvanej
,3%&53 of hiz position in the house end make love to Bis younz studeit.
f;@s'&ng render would know, his resolve to refrain from making love to
_‘Lmler‘% 4id not take inbte consideration the prest powers of the tender
passion. Fe i soon so far gone that he is willing to declare his love
in some of the most passionste words that Mrs. Stowe ever puts into the
month of & lover. "Dolores,™ he says %I do esre for you more than I do
for any one in the world; I love you more than my own soul."l9

But the péth of their love wag not to run smoothly. Dolorss was
promised by her father to a rich older man, and when she plans to elope
with #r. 3ewell, the plans are discovered, and Don Jose vrepares to kill
the young tuter. Dolores warns him in a note; and he escapes in a ghip,
never Lo see his love again until she iz vashed wp on his own shors, there
to sleep her final sleep near the only man she has ever loved. [fr. Sewell,
true to the patiern ofva mourning lover, never marries and go bezcomess &
self'm=gacrifieing preacher with a deeply urded sorrow that is never revealed
to anyone but the young son of Dolores.

A1l of the eslemenis of pure romonce are in this love story; a sailor
or an army captain would not be eapable of more.

A much ealmer and smoothor rocance ig that of young Harry Fercival,
a young winister pictured in the sccond volume of Oldtown Folks. - But if
guieter, it’ig‘na»la&s fervent, for Harry is capable of as much passion

as ever dweld in the hsart of a man. He is deseribed as "a poet soul - one

15 Harriet Beecher Stowe, The Pearl of Orr's Island, p. 256.
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e,

of that rare order to whom the love of vomsn is a veligiont = 2 bapbispl -
GK?I?.SGCI%'@,&}E!"w His lowe wog poweriul encugh to chonge his beloved

fran a 103)01&&5 .Skép'-hicsfl sbube to one of ealn sssurance. YThe hour of

£ mr:c”‘ wrlon ¥het mode then one placed hor mind ¢ wmder the combrol

of hig. iis siuple fpith in CGodls love wae an antidote To her despondertt

Prope.et  His affeetion is compared to a "winged spdrit, that 1ilts gre»i

heovenvard by its Caith and love .,“22

‘But, with 231 of [¥s. Stowe's sevious love sbtorieg inwvolving preachers,
she wes capable alego of wribing hwnorous 1ittle tales sbout parcons as

cponaniie lovors. ?’““%Q Jeduthur Bondall, pictured in Glatom Folke, had

logt his wifley nnd he thoughv it was zbout time he had another; 8o he cane
and consulied Parson Lothrop. He said ‘aﬂvﬂt ¢ wanbed *a good, smard,

ne: 7t ceonond.cal, wroman, with a good property

she vas protby or nobts in fact he soid that he didn't eare abeub anybhing

glee. Parson Lothrop soid that he knew jush the woman who had all of
these gualities and directed the roventicslly-inclined prexcher %o her
house. The wonan was Mes ﬂmnym_a Smith, the voudhest, boughest womsn

in the comnwnity. Then the meek 1little Parson knocked at her doory sho

ol

was just gf;oin» out to help in her hey. Che had on o pair of covhide boots
aud 2 pivehfork in her hand. ©She cane just as ghe was bo the door, and

when she saw ""h{; Pareson ‘Ei“’f of swilin' snd genbeel, lickin® his lips and

nriL
K

lockin® so agrecable, che agled hin in a very bardh tone what he wanbtede
He agked for Miss Acphyxla Saith ard fo that he was talldng o her.

20 Hoyriet Beechor Suowe, Cldbown Folls and Sem Lewson, II, 86.
A

ij.dln 13: 8?.
R ol

fovriet Deecher Stowe, CAdtom Folks and Sem Lewson, I, 201.

2h Dide, pe 203,
R
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This inforne tlon frlght&n@u him so much that he ran down the steps like
:t llghtn1ng; it made him very angry z2lso, and he never.would:SO'much as
jspeak to Parson Lothrop again. ’ |

Another preacher in Qldtown Folks whose love affair nd one took geri=-
ﬂﬁf&ﬁély ﬁas‘the Heverend Mordecai Rossiter. He was tutor of ﬁhenieen-agg
“;;?i;é; and being a very serious young man, he tcok his work very much to
ifhééft;a He accepted his charge "in sacred simplicity, and took a prayerful
'l‘yiéw of his young catechumén, whom. .. he hoped to lead thréugh avgradual :
- gfocess te the best of all results."2?
| ot long afterward, it is diécovereé:that Parson Rossiter is an altered
ﬁ:.ﬁan.' He hes reformed many of his little negligences in reéard to his toilet
3ﬁhich Wlss Tina hed pointed out to him with the noncnalant freedom of a child.
‘boon he was overheard telling Miss Tina 'that she was an anﬁel, and that ‘he
asked nothing more of Heaven than to be allowed to follow her lead through
f  1ife.?26‘ Mlqs Tina's attitude toward this declaration shows the'opinion
fﬁahlsﬁmg young glrls had about preachers as romantic lovers.r |

How Migs Tina accepted this, as she did all other incensa,

with great satisfaction. Not that she had the slightest idea

- of taking this clumsy-footed theclogical follower round the
“world with heri but having il highest possible respeect for
him, «.. she had felt it her duty to v%$a 16 hlm,- had tax%d

her powers of pleasing to the utmost.

. Aﬁether young preacher whose bopes for marriage are blasted by the

object of his affections is Abner Higgins in Poganuc People. Dolly Cushing
shows sc much friendlinecs to him and such interest in his suceess that he

is beguiled intc asking for more than she can give. There didn't secem to

25 Harriet Beecher Stowe, 0ldtown Folks and Sam Lawson, II, 12.

26 Tpid.; pe 14.
27
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be any real objecltions to the young man, bub he Just w

= Ty ey ) v st e I L £ e} Yal a"cQ !“1\‘“‘ - 5
16 hed dresmed shout. The Totherts stevemacnbs Ut "Higgins

zoing to nake one of the lesding miwisters of the & and thet the

alerte® 3

o
W
i

mind. She finglly morries s boy fron ingland who is not o member of the
church that che belongs to and vho is nol so very interested in velipion
toall,
Buy as & vhole lirs. Sbtowve's preachers are sucecssful vwhen they woo
ﬁi’iz.cnr&, and thonsh she hes sone that are not t ken seriously in thelr
love ai Tairs, the majority are as enrnest and Tervent in their love
mairing as auy vomrivic lover could be., &g far s decirability is cone-
cerned, there are fow professions that can out—rark them, and if some

of then are weak and, hls.e Calvin Stowe, helpless in domestic affaive,

the wemen love them all “he more for wenbing to help then.

=,

Unlike Hrs. Stovo, ~garet Deland exporicnced all of the romarce

g

that is suppesed Lo go with love and merrisge. Her first meebing with the

"

hendeone young Lorin Delsnd produced love. he gz records the incident

in her subobiopreplyy, ihe meebing teok place at 5500 P. il. and they £e11 in

N 50 ‘ : . o a . o
love at 9:30.%7 lHargareb was balding a vacation =zt the tine, =nd one of
her friends, Bmily Lielond, hed invited Her brother %o jJoin then. largaret

attitude towerd ks avrriwval ot the p‘i easre resort in Grafion, Vernond,

-

was expressed to her friend thus: "idssiel it's the Delund mouvisyd How

stupid in hin to ccme.“Bo Bubt ofter thelr firgt evening together, he was

»

no longer o mownkey. His stay with his sister and her frienfs lengthened,

28 1pid., p. 326.

29 Margoret Dels and, Golden Yesterdoys, p. 68.

BG Ibidn, B ()?'

is not enough to change Lollyts

's
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and each day found him and Hargaret a little more in love, bul always as

o detain

[

he was aboult to express his love in words, something happened
him, and his vacation was over and he was gone back to Boston before he had
told Hargarelt of his love.

But words, it seemed, were not necessary; for when Lorin and Hargaret
separated, they realized even more that they were in love; they weren't
engagea; they just called it Yan understanding." Then one day Lorin canme
to Hew York where Margaret was working and brought & diamond ring, and the
engagement was announced.

The wedding took place at Margaret's home in Fairfield, Pennslyvania,
and there was no scarcity of romance or emotion as there had been in the
case of Harriet Beecher's wedding. The magic spell of romance was so
powerfully present in her life at this time that the eighty~yesar-old lirs.
Deland in writing about it shows that she has not forgoiten it.

I remember that ths evening before the day, we wandered

out to walk in the fragrant dusk by the river - the bread,

brown, whispering Allegheny, on the bank of which were the

woods and meadows of Fairfield and the big, hospitable house. Ve

didn't talk very much, just walked silently hand in hand, lis=-

tening to the lisp of the river and waiching the shadows deepen

under the great trees along the patk. Then Lorin said, suddenly:

Miargaret, 1 would like to die, mnow, because I have touched the

sommit of life3l

But Mrs, Deland says that they didn't lmow the summit until they had
gone, together, not only through green pastures of joy, but through valleys

. . 2 : . .
of pain and fear.3 And in going through these experiencss together, they
lost none of that love that they had found that first evening together.

Lorin lived to be sizty-two years of apge with lMargaret always by his side.

When it was discovered that his death was imminent, Yargaret realized that

3L 1pi4., p. 6.

32 Ibid., ppe. 967,
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all of her life was wrapped up in him and in their marriage. She expresses
her emotion poignantly in her autobiopgraphy when she says, "I knew that the
] S e o3
end of my world was not far off.
411 of Margaret Deland's own love story is mirrored in that of Helen

Jeffrey and John Ward in the novel, John ¥Yard, Preacher. Though these young

people are engaged at the beginning of the story, lirs. Deland takes the
reader back to their days of courtship briefly. Despite the great barrier
that their differences in religious belisfs kad erected between them, their
love was great enough to surmount it. At the very moment when John realizes
that Helen is an unbelisver, he alsc realizes with sudden, passionate tender-
ness that he loves her. It was several months,; however, before he told
her because he wasz struggling with his conscience, but lrs. Deland evidently
believes that love will find 2 way, for she allows John to discover = way
- to satiafy his conscisnce. He decided to marry her with the inteﬁtion of
converting her; so love won the day. When he made his decision, he went
immediately to her home where his first words to her were #Itye come to tell
you I love you.“34 During their engagement his letters were so filled with
love that there was no room for theology; but he looked forsard to their
little home which would be sacred because it would be the gateway to
hegven for Helexn.

| But, though Helen did not give up her unbelief, their love was always
the purest and tenderest possible, and when John sent her home because he
wanted to convert her by their separation, she refused to allow any of her
falké to say énything sgainst him in her presencs. At his death bed and

after his death, her love remained¢ as deep as it had ever been.

33 Ibid., p. 350.

34 Margaret Deland, Jonn Ward, Preacgher, p. 44.
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But #irs. Daland's‘mast important preacher characisrization, Dr. Lavendar,
 is_pic£ured *with never & romanes or a love affair that anybody ever heard
,of;ﬂgs_ That didn't, however, prevent lirs. Deland from ineluﬁing the love
affairg of several preachers in these stories in which Dr. Lavendar is
preéent,

_ ;ﬁ'”The Apotheosis of the Rev. Hir. Spangler" a preacher experiences
. gll the pangs of a remantie love aifair. This preacher, who is the ﬁitlé
 character, isn't really the type for a romantic hero. In the fifﬁﬁ place
be is over forty and he i laszy. Even worse than that, he is deserited by
Dr. Lavendar &o a man who would never embarrass his suployers with &n
original idea. He also lived, instead of & hazardous life on the sea or

ood cook, bhis old friends

g

the frontier, a tranguil life in Moercer where his
and hisrfréedom from sernon~writing were snough to make hin happy.

But Miss Ellen, the village schoolteacher, wasn't younz either, and
when the Reverend kr. Spangler came to visit her school, she was so interested
in him that one of her students "skippsd to the bobtom of the page in 'Catiline's

- | .36

Raplyy Yess and she never knew itl¥

Despite ¥r. Spangler's small income and love of ease witbout domestic
troubles, and despite his doubts whether the celibacy of the clergy might
not be & sgerament of grace, his sffection for liss Ellen grew contirually.
“Reagon and sentiment wrestled togetier in his lazy bub affectionates heart;
and then, with a mighty effori, senbiment coﬁquered.“37

Now, this minisier vas ready f{or his decluration of love. He invited

Giss Ellen out for a walk, which in 014 Chester always meant a proposal of

35 Eargéret Deland, Dr. Lavendar's “eople, p. 45.
3% 4., Pe 324
37

Ibid., ppe 34+5.
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marriégé. But ¥iss £llen had to refuse the proposal because;she had a
Teeble~minded brother who was dependent on her. Her refusal was a blow to
the winister's pride, and he wanted to leave 0ld Chester and forget about
.'bher,-but he couldn't. He finally decided to take the feeble-minded David
‘into his‘home though it would mean undeniable "pinching." War@ed with this
 “;selffrighteous but tender thought, he sat down, then and there; at nearly
 f midnight,band wrote to Miss Ellen. It was a»"beautiful lettér,'fﬁll of
vmoSt beantiful sentiments expressed wiﬁh'elegance and gentiliﬁy."Bg It
was a hercic letter that offersd marriage to Viss Zllen, and a home to her
brother, and Miss Bllen read it, thrilling with happiness and love s0 great
that she began her note of acceptance at cnee and forgot to ring the school
bell,

But soﬁething happened that almost caused the story to end unhappily
after all., Miss Dllen's brother came home with a wife who was incapable of
supporting herself. .This meani that Miss Zllen must now support both her
brother and his wifs., Then lMr. Spangler received this blow, his lip
trembled, but he held himself very straight and resolved to forget all ahout
i ss Ellén. Ané be would have succeeded, perhaps, if Dr. Lavendar had not
stepped in to remind him that he was a man, ¥ith his usual ingenuity Dr.
Lavendar figured out a way for them to be married. He sscured a job for
Mr. Spangler in a religious publication house with a saiary large enough
to Suppdft four people, and when Mr. Spangier hesitated to take the job,
Dr. Lavendar said, "Perhaps,...Zllen's affections are not very deeply
engaped? It will be better so." "But they arel® savs Mr. Spanglér. I

a39

asspre you that they are! 4nd I - I was so happy. Sniffling and trying

; o »
2% Ibid., p. 41
-39

Ibid., pe 57.



to find the pocket in his coattails, the love-sick minister made his
decision to take the new job and marry Miss Bllen. "It means giving up
ny house and my very congenial surroundings," he said, "and I fear lary
. . kO
Ann will feel too eold to accompany me; bubt withe--with Elleni"

Unfortunately, not all of Mrs. Deland's preachers could find a job
thét would pay them enough to support a wife. But perhaps Paul Phillips
in "Where the Laborers are Few" didn't really want a wife. Nevertheless,
it is certain that poor colorless Jane Jay wanted him, for he was the only
interesting personality ever to enter her life. Jane had big plans for
this combination of a one-legged acrobatic performer and preacher of the
Gospel. ©She wanted Dr. Lavendar to sducate him so that he could be the
mlnister of one of the churches in her community, and then perhaps he
would need her. But Dr. Lavendar said that Paul's place was oxn the roadv
preaching to the poor sinners who wouldn't listen to an educated preacher,
and so Jane was left out. Very soon she watched this man, who had been
able to make her so religious that she repented of sins she had never
committed, disappear down the road. Haybe Paul had never loved her, but
he had been capable of inspiring in her a poweriul emotion that eould only
be called love.

But Paul Phillips was not Mrs. Deland's only preacher who inspired
love in the heart of a maiden and then had to be wooed. John Fenn in
"The Voice" is a young Presbyterian preacher who is deeply ignorant about
love. Perhaps it is his ignorance that causes Phillipa Roberts to fall in
love with him as she looks up av his pale, ascetic face while listening to
him preach. But it is more probazble that it was the knowledgs that he

was shabby and caresworn and needed a wife to look after him.

O 1pid., p. 58.



Tt wasn't that John Fe@g couldn't have had almost any of the single
women in his congregation. For others of Phillipa's sex "watched the rapt
face there in the pulplt."’ When Phillipa thought of that, she blushed,
for she was ashamed of her sex. "They think they are religious," she said,
Tbut they are just‘in love."2 This was a problem that John, like all
m;;ministers, had to face, and when the women thenselves dida't know whether
their,affecﬁioﬁ was romantic or spiritual, how could he know?

' Another problen t&at John had in connection with his romance was
‘his interest in Phillipa's soul. Like Helen Jeffrey, the gifl whom John
Werd loved, Phillipa was rather skeptical in religious matters, and when
’John Fenn ask her when she waslgoing to start attending his éhurch, she said,

43

“ﬂfter you stop ecaring for my soul.™ Phillipa was tired of John's
showing more interest in her soul than he did in her love; she, the:efore,
found a recipe forla love potion, maéebit, and fed it to the youﬁg minister.
But it turned out to be poisonoué; and John barely escaped with ﬁis life.
fﬁhile ﬁe was recovering, Phillipa visited him regularly, feeding and éaring
for him. Her kindness cawsed his honest artificiality to drop from him,
and he knew that he was in love, He knew it when he realized that he wasg
not in the‘least.tfoubled sbout her séul. But when he asked her to marry
him, she refused becaﬁse she felt that ske had poisouned him. With the aid
of Dr. Lavendar and Dr. Willie King, John Ferm was able to convince Phillipa
that they should marry.

But if John Fenn was able to solve all his problems and have a happy

1

marriage, the heverend Willlam West in "'Tis Folly to be Wise" was not so

41

Margaret Deland, 01d Chester Days, p. 230.
42 ' |

Log. git.

43 1pid., p. 245.

Pty
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1.

ra some of those that John Fenn faced.

successful. His prdbiéms were 11
He was conbtinvally recelving lstters from ladles in his congregation about
their souls; the unmarried and interesiing clergyman knows the type. Then
there was the inevitable gossip that gets around about a preacher and
never serves any good purpose.

Bﬁt'the most formidable problem that the Besverend William West faced
~and the one that was disastrous to nis romance was one that John Fenn

never had to faee at sll., It geemed that about twenty years before,

Williem had forged a check, and though this forgory had never been discovered,

Q3

he felt ag if he sghould confess his crims to Amy; the girl he was going to
marry. The story invelved his desire to pleasz a woman who faseinated
him. As he told it to dmy, it all sounded far away as if it could never
have happened to him.
I was possessed to marry her. Of courss, she would not look

at me ~ a penniless, charity student. But I strained every nerve

to win her, It was the old story. ©She took my flowers, or .

theatre tickets, or anything I could give her...Il thousht, at last,

that if I had money I couvld give her scme jswels...That was how

it came about. She took the diamonds, and eloped with a married

man two days afterwards.44 '
To Amy this seemed like too much to forgive; she, therefore, broke with
William and could never be persuaded to consider marrying him again.
Someone who saw the Reverend Willism Yest's face when he first recaived
word from Amy that she would not marry him said that he looked "as though
he died, then and there,"AS Perhaps he did almost die as far as rowmance
wag concerned, bub not guite. In "The House of Rimmon" he is pictured

again as a lover., This time the lady is the widow of a preacher and is

a woman whom he admires for her abundant integrity, bulb perhaps does not

4 Wargaret Deland, Wigdom of Fools, p. 46.

45 1p1d., p. 53.



love as he had loved Amy. then he decided to ask the widow for her hand
in marriage, he resolved to put all thoughts of Amy out of his miné. He
tock a key from his wateh chain, and opened a little closet in the side
of the chimney and took out a box. Fron the box, he took scme leiters,
‘a plcture, and a crumbling bunch of flowers that looked as though they
had once been pansies. After looking at the photograph for a long while,
he bent it in his hand and broke it across the middle; then, together
with all of the other trophies, he placed it in the fire.

This matter over and forgotten, he sat down and wrote to the Widow
Baton that his profound respect for her honor and courage was inspiring
him to ask her to be his wife. There was not a word of romantic love in
ity only a lot of practical sense like the following

lly sinesre regurd and appreciation have been yours ever siace

I firgt knew you, and if you will consent Lo make a home for

yourself and the children in my bouae, it will be a home for
ne, and you know what that will be for a lonely man. 46

Despite the fact that there was no romance in this letter, the answer was
said to be all that the most ardent lover could desgire.

But, successful or unsuccessful, they were good men and romantic, btoo,

2

if they did have problems in their love affairs., The desire of the women

parishioners to marry their purson or to keep others frow marrylng hin,

2

and. the lack of financiel means were among the things that alsmost an
sometimes did drive romance from thelir lives.

rt their romancs,

D

However, 1f no bllghting influencs came to tlms
Mrg. Deland's preachers, as a whole, exhibiied morse fervency in their love
and more pasgion in their avonals of love than did the quieter and nmore

domestic ministers found in the pages of lirs. Stowe's fiction.
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/
The tender and self-sacrificing love that John Ward exhibitis is not found
in any of Mrs. Stowe's preachers, but the reason for its absence should be
obvious. As has already been pointed out, Mrs. Stowe never found the

thrill in her romance that was always present in that of Margaret and Lorin
Deland.



CHAFTzR FOUR

Preachers in Soclety
Probably no woman in ninsteenth century americe was in a beuter
position to understand the place of the preacher in society than was

Harriet Beecher Stowe. BShe was the daughter of a preacher, the sisler

v

Y

of six preachers, the wife of a preacher; and the mother of a preacher.

All of her early social contacts were with the families of preachers.

7

She knew the 1ife in a parsonage so well that she hasg been able to give
some of the meost realistic pictures of the nineteenih century parsonsge
that have ever Dbeen written. Her deep interest in life at the parsonage
is shown by the fact that it is rather difficult to find one of her
works of fiection that does not have a preacher for one of the prineipal
charascters and a parsonage as the center of the social life.

For one who is living in modern times when a preacher is treated
like any other man, it is difficult to understand the placs thai the
preachers in the Beecher family occupied in the communitiss where they
served, Lyman Beecher, Harriet's father, wasg one of the most cuistanding
preachers of his day and was looked up to and respected by all of america.
As president of Lane Theological Seminary in Cincinnati, his house was
as crowded and bustling as possible, with the coming and going of stu-
dents, trustees, ministers, and parishioners. zven the grove of ocaks
and beeches behind his house became a favorite picnicking plase for

1

3, L L3 L3 A " . - 2
the young people of the town. There is little doubt that this home was

the center of socieby, and there is no reason to believe that its pop-

1 Catherine Gilbertson, Harriet Beecher Stowe, p. 63.
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1la i qhealé be attributed entirely to the fact that Lyman was prege

idént of a college, for his home wss always a social centers

o

One of the things that helped the prsachers in the Beecher family
bo their hi; i place in society wae thelr educational accom@liShments.
- Lyman Beecher was a graduate of Yale Divinity School and was a lovef of
éléssical'li%erature. He could translate Tirgil with an enthusiasm that
’@@ﬂe passages, lifeless before, sublinme forever;2 and he loved to read the
works ofrByron'and Scoft; ¥hen Lane Theological Seminary wés'established
in Cihciﬁnati, its board chose Dr. pe«ncher as presldent beecause they be-
liéﬁ@d hé was the most prominent, popuiar and powerful preacﬁer iﬁ the
nation.B |
4s president of a college and as one of América’s moét outatanding
nr@achgrs, it was natural thét Lyman Beecher should give his sons good
educations. Eaéh one of them in turn was sent to a eollege chosen for its
educétional and réligious standing. Henry Ward Beecher, who was probably
Harristls favorite brother, was educated first at Amherst and later at
Lane iieelogi al Seminary. He was éesﬁineﬁ to become even more famous

then his father, As minister of the Boston Church, he was the idol of

thousands of religious Amerieans. It ig doubtful whether any preacher in

4.

the history of America has gained and held as much popularity as he did.
There wag also Calvin Stove, hushand of Harriet, to influence

her attitude toward preachers. As one of the teachers at Lane Seminary

-

and lauer at Bowdoin College in Maine, he was well recognized among his

associates, and though never endewed with a etronﬂ personality like Harriet's

£

- father and brothers, he was very learned in both Greek and Hebrew and

2 Ibid., p. 19.

3 Lyman Stowe, Saints, Sinpers and Beechers, p. 56.



could read his Bible as well in these langvages as in English,

With all their educabticnal and soclisl merits, these preachers that
Yre. Stows knew and loved were nobt very well off financislly., Lyman's
first church paid him three hundred dellars a year, later raised to four
hundred, ané his firﬂ-—wooo.4 Even in those times this salary was inadse
quate for the expenses of a large family. By 1206 he had found it impos-

sible to supporit his femily on this salary and served notics on his church

D

-

that unless they wonld pay his debls amounting to five hundrsd dollars
and raisge his salary to five hundred dollars he must le avc.5 A1l this
time hisg family was trying to exlst on the meager salary, delng without
necessities and making over old clothes. This lack of corresponiencs
bebween sociél status and financial position is diffiecult to understand.
It must have been a curious survival of the sanctified poverty of the
mendicant monks of the Middle iAges.

Though the principal function of the preachers in lrs. Stowe'ls
family and of the ones in her environment was still to save souls, the
secondary function‘of noral communityrleader and edviser was rapidly

aking its place. The revival meeting was still a big event, but it
was more a revival of meral character than of spiritual. Lyman Beecher

a__#

was particularly fitted for a place as conlidential adviser to

£

£
e
W

o

people because he pospesgsed thabt elusive quality knmown as the ab oility
"o get over with people." Descended from a line of blacksmiths, he
was a man among men. When fishermen wanted a comrade or children wanted
a playmate, Lyman was on hand, always bringing into his associations

his admonitions on the moral and spiritual v_rbues.

4 Inid., p. 32.

5 Ibid., p. 37.
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“hen we conslider the hish place that these preachers so well lmown
to lrg. Stowe held in their cosmunities, il is nobt surpricsing to find
that she has endowed her flctional preachers with an egually high place.

- Bven in her old age when the place of preschers bad declined conslcerably,

- she pletured Dr. Cushing in Foganuc People as the first gen ldmﬁn oi the

o eowmranity. It is probeble that she was showing o little of the syuaasfnv
ness that is natural to the old by refuszing to mubzll Yo ibe changliag

tines.

s blegrazher, 1s probauly right

ron gkabeh of Haryiast's
- father, Lyman Heecher.™ The similarities bolwsen the two men are bobh
vnﬁz&rs:. sud remarkable. Dr. Cusiing is a parsoan of Poganuo Cenber with
‘a8 limited salary. Like Lywman he i1s the father of iem children axd is
afflictad with all tha endless harzsswents of making bobth ends meet which
~pertain Lo the lot of a poor connbry minister.
But Dr. Cushing, lilke llrs. Ztowze's fatber, did not lebt finapsial

&

rog becoming o community lesder. He, too, was o

9

di?‘”cnlti es keep binm

nan amony men and knew how to handle all clas

58, Sven the Tarmers

respocted this preacher and acespted kilw asg one of them, as ig shomm by this

_ Pavson fushing's & good farmer himeclf, He can turn in and
pl@w or hoe or mow, and do as good a day's work as I can,
£ be doek lomw Laiin and «Yt%k} and he and Fils' Cushing
tbev ccme ower and visit ‘raugd 'mong us quite as sociable
as with them town-bill Folke.’

Fal

But v, Custing's eongregation was not cozposed of farmers only. There

-wﬂ

ware & mumbar of arllica whieh had long borne

Gilbertson, op. gibs, pe 7o

7 Harriet Beecher Stowe, Poganuc Zsople, p. 67,



undisgputed sway in the vieinity. Such digritaries as the Governor of
the State, the High Sheriff of Poganuc County, and a retired New York
merchant found themselves seated in the pews of the Doetor's church on
Sunday morniég. It was rather a delicate role to maintain in holding
Cin unity the aristocracy and the democracy of this parish; "for in those
days people of we;lbborn, well-bred families had a certain traditional
-statélinessvand punctiliousness which were apt to be considered ag pride
by the laboring democracy.”g But Dr, Cushing was able to act as a media-
tor between the two groups, and his Louse became the seocial center for the
high and the low alike.

Being a social center, this psrsonagze was never quiet or lonescme.
It is referred %o as a "sort of anthoriged hotel, not only for %the min-
igterial brotherhoed but for all even remobely connected with the same,
and all that miscellaneous drift-wood of hospitality that the eddies of
life cast ashore.“9 It was always a nicely~kept place where 1t was pleasant
to abide, and the guest chamber was seldom empty. Visitors came unannounced
and stayed sometines for weeks, meking the 1life of the minister's wife one
of uncertalnty and hard work.

But not all of Mrs. Stowe’s preachers had social lives patterned
after the life at her father's house, where young children were always
nunercus and chaos was élways striving with order., Theophilus Sewell,

from The Pearl of Orr's Island, is 2 bachelor who lives guietly with his

adoring sister, a woman who keeps every article of his clothing in per-

feet order at all times. The home of the Reverend iir. Sewell was sbill’

a community center but not for boisterous children; it was a meeting place

8 Thid., pp. 6S=70.

5 Ibide; p. 270.
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for quiet dignified New England couples to discuss theology with the
minister over a cup of tea. -

But if the children didn't come to Hr. Sewell's parsonage to romp
and play, they found their way there 40 study lLatin. It seéms that this
preacher "had a certain something of mesmeric power in his eyes which
ghildren seldom resisted, and when little Mara came to visit him, it was
not long before she was upon his Knee."lo While she was there, he ex-
plained to her his theory of the importance of educuation.

The way to be great lies through books, now, and nob

throvugh battles... There is more done with pens than swords;

so, if you want to do anything, you must read and study.ll

With such a theory‘as this, it is not surprising that Nr. Sewell de-
cidedwto glve little Moses Pennel Latin lessons. Later when Hara Pennel
becomes interested, Mr. Sewell shows that he believes in educating women
too, and promptly begins to teach the litile girl to read Latin in spite
of his sister!s statement that #it is far betier for women to be accom-
plished than learnea."lz By his own cholce this parson becomes a tulor,
a profession which he had practiced before going into the ministry.

Wiih:all his education and his good Boston socizl background, Mr.
Sewell is able to bring himself down to the level of his parishioners
and become one of them socially in spite of the barrier which country con=
gregations often erect between themselves and their educated preacher.
When the rough old ex-sailor, Captain Kittridge, suddenly meets this preache-
er, hé‘begins to apologize for his clothes, but Mr. Sewell eases his mind

quickly by saying, #Never mind, Captain, I'm in my fishing clothes, so

10 Harriet Beecher Stowe, The FPearl of Orr's Island, p. 152.

H Loc. cit.

12 ig., p. 169.
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» thelyr minds. Hzrry Henderson,

and s

imzelf; bub while be ig in college

he hears flattering words sueh as "You can make your way snyshere; you oun
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be anything you vlease.™” Thesze flatbtering words lesd o voless bhat

speak in bis hearl, saying thut he may have wealth and with it the neans

of pouery of

culiure, of taste, and of luxury.

contrast he sees

the 1ife of his father in iis grand enthusiagtic sincerity,
and in itz exulting sense of Joy in what he was doing, and wisbesn thald he
had the will power %o be like his father. His decizion not Lo besgore a
preacnsr is partially the result of the skepiicish aecgoired in collspe, bub

13 1pic., p. 145.

4 VIbiﬁﬁ.’ Pe 86,

15 ¥ ’ T T b bt <] ” [

Harrielt Heecher Stowe, [y UWife and I, p. 24



it ean 2lso be brased Yo ihe hesibancy of the new géneralicn to sacrifice
financial end aaterdal gain for the sacrifiedal 1ife of 2 wminister.

But, if Herry Henderson in Fy Uife and I is uowillisg to sacrifice
worldly pleasures in order to become a preacher, Arbthur Ste Jonu in the

E@ﬂuvl to that n oves that some young men are

and Cur deirhbo

ghill willing to fast on Friﬁﬂy and stay 4
followine bit of descripticn places the Heverend arthuwr St. John in that
elags of men, nov almost oxbtinet znd never really numerons, who ingich

upon indulgl

o

He could not thivk of retainming for himsell an indulgence

or & Inmury...aml his study, conseguently, wes furnighesd

in the sacetic rather than the esthetie style. Iis only orha~
mants were devotional plctures of a severe mediseval dype and
the books of 2 well-assorted Myrary. Theore wag no carpsis
there were no lounging chairs o sofas of case.16

Then some of his friends want to enzage him in their social porties, they
decide that they will not ask him Yo come asg an indulgence teo bhimsslf, {eor

they arve aware thal he would never engage in any such thing, but they
J £ ]
‘ Y. 2 . o » ® N - 1 T l?
make him see bis soeial perticipation as a good hard duty.™’

The {act that all this contriving was necessary to geb 5t. John to
take part in the soeial life of the communlty shows that he was deficient
in the socisl graces. This elergyman, like many another avdent and sinecere
young proscher, had undertalsn to be a shepherd of souls with more
lmowledge on every possibls sobject than the nature of the men and women
he was to gulde. He might bave been a8 social leader, but Ya fastidious
tagte, scholarly hablits, snd great sensitivoness, hed kept him out of

&

\ . 5 . 5 s q1e
society during all of his cellegpiate ﬂays."l Hig life had been much like

16 maprist Bescher Stowe, e snd Our Heighbors, pe 103.
17 .
sy Ty 141.
3o
¥ thig., p. 109
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that of a devout monk, and he knew little of mankind, sxeept the sick and
decrepit cld women, whowm he freely visited. Une of bis parishioners, one
Hrs. &va Henderson, says,

I don't believe he has ever been into genersl society at all;

he cught to hesr lbu tdlk of his day ~ he talks and fesls and

thinks more in the past than the present; he's all the while

trying te restore an ideal age of reverence and deVQthﬂ, but

he ought to know the real age he lives in,19 ‘
Knowing that St. John needs some social 1ife, this enterprising woman decides
to have a regular weekly party and insigt upon his regular attendance.
When she approaches him with a request for him to attend, he says, "indeed,
lUrs. Henderson, I have not the lsast social tact. Hy sphere dossn't lie
at all in that direction...I have no taste for gensral society."™

After lirs, Henderson convinees him that it is 5e1f15u to consider
his own tastes, Ste. John decides that he must start attending the parties.
Bub belng a New England Puritan, with all those habits of reticence which

of a

fex)

go along with Puritanism, he was hesitant about engaging in the life
part. In bhis role of authoritative teacher and divinely appointed naster,
he seemed to feel surrounded by & certain sacred atmosphere th at shielded
him from criticism. DBut to come out in soclebty as modern pre aehcrn do now
and mingle in SOC;ety as man with man, to lay aside the priest and be only
the gentleman, appeared on near approach a severs undertaking. But when he
foreed himself to participate in the social life, he found that he had an
abundance of social talent. His gift for conversation and his talent for
S*ﬂﬁlﬂé soon came into play, snd he was the life of the party in a short
time. But he did not reach the top in social life until he was married to

the bright little ﬁngie Van Arsdel, After that step was taken, Mrs. Henderson

19 mig.; p. 141.

20 Ibid., ps 155.
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writes to a friend that "he is so gracious, so genial, and so entertaining,
he is like a rock in June, all bursting out with anemones and columbines
in every rift.”ZI

Thus it is shown that St. John was capable of being successtul as
a social figure when he was convineed that it was his duty to do so; but
:it is.also'shown that he could sacrifiée all of the pleasures of social
1ifse if ne ecnsidered then self—indulggnca. It isv J:'coablfa that lirs.
Stowe admires most in her preaschers this willingness to sacrifice worldly
things for spiritual ones, for a life of case and a social position held
by compromising rather than sacrifieing is always frowned upon by this
daunghter oeryman Beecher.

The book in which she contrasts uhe wcalthv comfortable preacher and

the poverty-stricken one in the most striking manner is Dred. The poer

one, known as Father Dickson, has retained his uncompromising integriiy
at the price of worldly comfort. He is pictured as he rides along the

forest path as one whe 1ls praying for his daily bread because he and his
wife and children are on the verge of starvation. Then the scene shifts

R2 in the abundant

immediately to the weak and compromising Dr. Cushing
comforts.af his home. Bul here kirs. Stowe says that Dr. Cushing aight
have envied father Dickson in his desertion and poverty for peace seldom
visited him, e was struggling wearily worried by eonfusing accusations
of couscience,<d

- 1.8

Along with their selfe-sacrifice, preachers should be old-fashioned,

2L 1hid., p. 463.

b I _ . o .

2 fira. Stowe showed an unusual preference for the name, Dr. Cushing.
She gives it to three differently characterized preachers in three separate
novels.

23 Harriet Beccher Stowe, Dred, II, 253.



shought Mrs. Stowe. She believed that it was best for them to retain the
social position that had prevailed during her younger years, but she real-
ized that her belief could not prevent tbe inevitable change that was turn-
ing the preacher with his long black froclk, his tall hat, and his white

v

wig into a man that could not be distinguished from the common man on the
streets. She wes not one to place obstacles in the path of progress; she

3

therefore recognized the change and created in 0l1d Town Folks several

preachers to embody the change. Logically she began with the old«fashioned
preacher that she had Imown and loved in her youth. The Heverend Wr.
Lothrop is of that class and is described thus:
Our minister...was cne of the cleanest, most gentlemanly,

most well bred of men, - never appearing without the decorums

of silk stockings, shining kuee and shoe buckles, well-brushed

shoes, immaculately powdered wig, out of which shone his _clear,

calm, serious faes, like the wmoon oub of a fleecy cloud.
4 man such as this was the most vivid image of respectability and majesty

o

which a person in a Hassachusetts village in the sarly cdays could imagine.
The Reverend Mr. Lothrop had come of a good ministerial bvlood for gensra-
tions back. His destination had always been for the pulpit, and when he
found that the minister's salary was rather low, he married a wealthy widow,
The Reverend and Mrs. Lothrop were consgidered the temporal and spirit-
ual superiors of everybody in the parish. '"Parson Lobhrop," says Urs.
Stowe, "was so calmly awful in his sense of his ovn position and suthority,
that it would have been a sight worth seeing to witness any of his parish com~
ing to him... with suggestions and admonitions. "%

This parson must have felt within his veins the traditional promptingé

of a far-off ancestry of church and Kking, for he "relished with a calm

24 Harriet Beecher Stowe, (ldtown Folks, I, 3.

23 1pid., p. 9.



. delight & solemn trot to the meeting-house behind a pair of Tat, decorous
old family horses, with a black coachman in livery on the box,’ and when
one of his people knecked at his door, 1t was opened by a stately black
servani, who "had aboul him an indistinet and yebt perceptible altuospheres
of ministerial gravity and dignity, looking like a black doctor of divin-

. )
ityat

But this high place in society was destined %o melt away, leaving
the preacher to rise or fall according to his own merit. MNrs. Stowe
pictures one more old-fashioned minister in Qldiown Folks and calls him
the last of his race. The Heverend Dr. Stern, who was all that his nape
implies, lived to an extreme old age and “was the last of the New Ingland
ministers who preserved the old clerical dress of the Eueob“ncv.“gs Long
after the socked hat and swmall-clothes, silk stockings and shoebuckles
had eessed to appear in modern life, his vensrable {igure, thus appareled,

wallked the ways of modern men,

He wags alsc the last of the New England ministers to claim for him-
self that pecullar position as God's ambassador which was a reality in
the minds of the whole early Puritan community. To extreme old age, his
word was law in his parish, and he calily and positively felt that it
should be so. In time, his gray hairs, his fine figure, and his quaint
costume came to be regarded with the sort of apprecistion that every one

gives to monuments of the pasi.

With the passing of Dr. Lothrop and Dr. Stern, a new type of preacher
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came to guide the flocks of New England. Iir. avery, in the second volume
of Oldtown Folks, is one of this type. He is pictured as ¥a cheeriul,
busgy, manly man, who passed himself among men as a companion and fellow-
citizen, whose word on any subject was to go only as far as ils owa weight
rj(.;' il . k3 = 3
and momentum should carry it."”” His preaching is said to be "a strildng
, e A - v =0
contrast to the elegant iAddisonian essays of Parson Lothrop.® it vas a
vehement address to the intelligence and reasoning powers of the congrega-
tion, an addregs made powerful by a back force of burning enthusiasm.
lir. Avery was also powerful in another way. Like Dr. Cushing of
Poganve People and like Mrs. Stowe's father, hc was able to associate with
his people as one of them. His extraordinary abilities along this line ave
carefully explained.
{ith boys he was a hoy, = a boy in the vigor of his
animal 1ife, his keen delight in riding, hmnting, fishing.
With farmers he was a farmer, Brought up on a farm, familiar
during all hig early days with its wholesome teoils, he still

had a farmor'° eye and a farmer's estimates, and the working 3
people felt him bone of thelr bore, and flesh of their flesh.”

The above description revrcesents the ideal preacher that becane pop-
wlar in rs. Stove's time, one that left his pedestal and came down to
associate with the men and wowen that he wanted to save.

But, though the social position of preachers had changed, lfirs. Stowe
has portrayed both the old and the new type and has pictured the passing
of the older type. Uld or new, howsver, she has given all of her preachers
a high place in society because she yatuer ed then after the men in her

family vwhe were at the top rung of the social ladder and whose personalities

\Q

" Herriet Beechsr Stows, Oldtown Folks, II, 58.
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were such that féw preéchers even up to modern times have gained the
popularity: that they did.

’;:ﬁfé.AEélana‘s preachers also had a high place in society, but férﬂg
élightly different reason than lrs, Stowe's. Though Mrs. Stowe was aware
.v.bf the trend toward judging a preacher by his personal merit only,
some of her preachérs were still respected for their "hell-fire® preachinge.
.Mrs; Deland's preachers are never respected for anything except their
,aﬁi;ity to better the community in which they live. Dr. Lavgndar, the old
Episcopalian miﬁistgrvwhq appears in the majority of lNrs. Deland's ﬁales,
~is a good exaﬁple of a preacher whose popularity depends on his ability.

4vIn.réading lrs. Deland's autoblography, it is easy to discover the
men from whom she deriveﬁ the characterization of Dr. Lavendar. lLorin
Deland, her husband, is the most important one, and though he was not a
minister, he had many of the characteristics of a preacher, and was inﬁer—
ested in doing the tasks thét are usually assizned to & preachsr. For
example, when he noticed painﬁeé women in the slums beekoning to strange
' men as they passed by, he was interested in what sent these women down to
the gutter'and‘in:a way of preventing others from going to the same placs.
He believed'“that when it comes to holding a woman back from the gutter,

" a baby's hand might be the strongest thing on earth.™< This idea was )
later developed by Margaret and him, and many unmarried girls with babies
in their arms found their way to the old suuny house that largaret and
Lorin had rented for the purpose of helping £hese;girls;' The girls stayed
there until a job Wés secured for them such that they could earn'enoﬁgh'
to keep their bables with them. Securing this job was a difficult task.

Lorin believed that the people who hirved these girls should be the right

32

Margaret Deland, Golden Yesterdays, p. 136.
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- ldnds he, therefore, demanded that they give references. He said that
for their references they should give the name of their minister and
#if they don't have eny, they are not the sorb you wamb.t>s

Thus Lorin Deland, who was a highly successful business mem, ook
time to do the work of e minister. He also realized the value of a
mirister »w socieby. One of his most dmportant works wes the gathering v
of the lower class of men together in Boston and hé;vizﬁg Philling Brooks
spesk to them. These were the men who never darkened the doors of the |
fashionable Trinity Church vhere li. Brooks preached regilarly. Fhillips
Brooks, who is probably Mes. Deland's other most imporbtamt sowree for
O, Lmemgm, Was Bosian" s nogt beloved preschier.  He haéd on his heard
the vburden of wasted 1ive3,n.31; and vhen Lorin asked him to give cone
of hie time o wforbuwite pecple, he did not hesitate. The Yscw of
Boston® were very nmuch Irpressced by Phillips Brooks. Then e spole,
151t seemed...bhat they sat on the odges of their chairs, lesning fore
werd and looking up at the mon op the platfornm, as if to catch every
word that ceme rushing from his lips.s3”

Thus through largaret and Lorin Deland, the "scwn of Boston" and the
elite in their fine clothes, all learned to love Fhillips Brooks, and 2%
his funeral they were =11 thore, thousands of then. Nps. Delend describes
then as they waited for his eoffin Yo be earried inte the cimwel, as "a
great concourse, waiting for the man whe had helped t&aeu o i?g‘ﬂ%

These two nen vere the patterns for almost all of lvs. Delandig

33 dbide, p. 155,
3h Ibid., p. i?é.- ,
35 Ibide, p. 199.

36 iygaret Deland, "Phillips Brooks," Ablantic Lomthly, CLAVI
(July, 1940), 37. : Somdh iy
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~preacher characterizations but had especlally the characteristics which she
gave to Dr. lovendar. However, into Dr. Lavendar's character went also
other elements. Ilrs. Deland says of him

A clergyman came into many of these stories, whom I thought

of as looking like Old Dr. Preston, of St. &ndrew's Church in

Pittsburgh. And, as the personality developed, he displayed

traits of Unecle Campbell, the old Dutch Reformed minister of

 KHew Brunswick, who had approved of John Ward. Occasionally I
. borrowed a little of Lorin's salt and pepper wit, to put inte
- -his mouth. In the story called "Good for the Soul,Y¥ he made

' me think of Fhillips Brooks.37 '

' Q“But_ﬁcctor’Lavenéar, though he originated from the men Frs. Deland
'-knew;'came to have a personality of his own, a powerful persomaliﬁy that
j .had'érea£ed for him a dominant place in 0ld Chester, the village where he
lived and served. ﬁisvposition there was made up of many respansibilitieé,
the least of which was his Sunday morning sermom.

To young and old lovers alike, he was the man who always had a solution
for thelr problems and who was always willing to pave the way for a happy
m&rriage;_ In "The Promises of Dorothea? (1898) he shocked everyboedy in
the neighborhood by aiding the poor timid Dorothea Ferris to-elope with
>:OSéar King. ‘In fact, it was he who had suggesited that somebody should
frun off with her" because her old-maid aunts were "sucking the life out
of her,3 |

0ld lovers, too, found Dr. Lavendar helpful. In "An Encore® (1937)
0ld Alfred Frice wants to marry Krs. Letty Horth, with whom he had attempted
0 elope when they were young. Being stopped by their parents, they had
separated and had sach married someone else; now that their respective

“helpmates had died, they wanted to get married, bul each of them had

37 Margaret Deland, Golden Yesterdays, p. 316,

38 Margaret Peland, 0ld Chester Tales, p. 12.
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children who thought thét marriage for old people was foolish. UDr.
Lavendar didnit agree with the,children, and when'heVS'w tﬁe 0ld couple
riding along in a carriage, he suggested that they get out right there
and go into a nearby park_where he would marry them. They did as he
suggested; Dr. La&éndar had halped golve another of the numerous love
problems with which he came in contact.

Besides.his aid to puzzled lovérs, Dr. Lavendar was a friend to sinners,
egpecially those who had a sin in their past and wanted ﬁé forget it and
begin a new life. In The Awakening of Heléna Richie, he deals with the
problem of a woman who has lived with a married man; and as a resuit has
disillusioned young Sam‘Wrighﬁ, who loved her, causing him to commit
sulcide. This woman, Helena Richle, now wanted to adopt little Tavid
Allison whom she had grown to love while he stsyed with her in her home.
Buﬁvﬁr. Lavendar thought she needed to learn a lesson first; he therefore
made her admiﬁ that she was a sinner and not worthy of David and convinced
her that she would have to give him up. Uhen she isvcompletely humbled,
:he allows her to take David, and remarks.to Dr. ®illie Eing, "There are
séme good folks who don't begin to know their Heavenly Father, as the
sinner does who clinbed up to Him out of the gutter.'>”

Elizabeth Day in %Good for the Soul® (1893) was another sinner who
came to Dre. Lavendar for advice, She had sinned in her past 1ife and
ﬁas-werrieﬁ now aboutb Wﬁether she should tell her husband about it. Dr.
Lavendar adﬁises her to ksep her sscret because her desire to tell her
husband 1s the result of hex selfish intersst in unburdening her soul at
the expense of her husband'é sufTering. Blizabeth goes back to her hus-

band ready to suffer for her own ain end anxious to withold the knowledge

e
[

39 grgaret Deland, awakening of Helena Richie, e 347
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of her sin frlehér husband in order to prevent his suffering.

But, if the siﬁner was not making an obvious attempt to change his
life, Dr. Lavendar was nod so helpful. The unmarried Nary Deén in "The
Child's Mother® (1898) had left her baby with Dr. Lavendar and had asked
him tb find it a home. After Dr. Lavendar had given the baby tD Rachel
King and she had become attached to it, llary Dean returned with a husband

.to elaim her daughter. Dr. Lavendar dida't want Mary to havs}the child,
vand when he found that she had lied to her husband, telling him that the
child belonged to her sister, he knew that he would not give her the child
even though she was its real mother.

fiven more important than his aid to lovers and sinners is Dr. Laven-
dar's aid to sufferers. In "The Stuffed-snimal House" he is called to
the home of the dying Miss Harriet, who is sufferiﬁg a gre&t deal and
who is proving a difficult case because of her intense impatience with
suffering. UWhen she tells Dr. Lavendar that she has nothing more to do
in life, he says that she does have something to do and that something
is to "make it as easy as possible for those that stand by."AO The old
woman is convinced, and from that moment endures her suffering in silence.

With all of Dr. Lavendar's good advice, he gometines seens 1o be
recomuending things that are not ebhical. When liiss Harriet's suffering
becomes worse, and her feeble-minded sister gives her an overdose of
sleeping powder to end her suffering, Dr. Lavendar shields the poor girl
from the law by warning her not to tell anyone what she has done. sgain
in "The Note" (1903) Dr. Lavendar burns a note left in his possession by
his dying friend, John Gordon, because he kiows that Jobn Gorden's son,

Alexander, will use the note to persecute the one who owes the debit.

40 Margaret Deland, Dr. Lavendar's People, p. 361.



Then Dr. Lavendar writes a letter to Alezander, itelling him that he owes
is father's estate & certaln amount and encloses the amount of money
mentioned on the note that has bean burned. It is evident that Dr.

Lavendar believes in lying when it will keep someone from suffering, for

.. he didn't really owe any money to John Gordon's estate, but it is also

  e§ideﬁt tﬁat his conselence was strong enough to force him to send the
money to Alexander Gordon.

These are only examples of a great many storiss wherein Dr. Lavendar
gives advice and helps‘his people in every possible way. These people
in 01d Chester found themselves loving Dr. Lavendar just as blrs. Deland
hzd learned to love Philiips Brooks. Dr. Lavendar was the winister who
had married them, and baptized some of them; they liked to "have him
rejoice with them, and advise them, and weep with them bési&e their
open graves,"Al ané_Br. Lavendar was always willing.

Near Dr. Lavendar's little village of 0ld Chester, there was &
thriving business town ealled Hercer. The fpiscopalian minister there,
one william‘ﬁest, is the hero of twoe congecutive stbries, #ilis Folly to
be Wise" and "The House of Rimmon." The Reverend William Vest is described
as a gentleman znd & scholar, and a friend says of him thalt "there is no

i Ry ‘

man in Hercer who has the influence that he has." Some of hig importance

»

is shown by the piles of

-L

presents that pour in when his engagenrcnt is
announced. Again his popularity is shown when he desires to be alone and
can't empty his library of people until midnight. It is also shownrby
Mercer's unusual amount o? interegt in his broken engagement:; it was said

that the town Ys oehned and bubbled, and made itseli wildly ludlcrouSHA)

41 Yargaret Deland, 014 Chester Tales, p. 3.

a

42 Hargaret Deland, ¥Wisdom of Fools, p. 12.

43 1pid., p. 59.

67



68

over the news.

APter Mr. West's plans for marriage are ruined, he takes a dsep and
passionate hold upon affairs such sg "the conditions of labor, the hideous
problems of vice; the reformetion of the sordid polities of the sunall city
in which he livaé."44 These mere the tasks that kept a preacher busy in |
those days. In "The House of Rimmon" the particular thing that occupies

the mest of the RBoverend Yilllam %estls time is relliel socleties for the

catrikers.:

H-

The etrike sitnation, which is a disagreewent betwsen clasces, makes
Mr. West wonder just what class he should favor. Freachers were usually
’thoubﬂt of as belonging to the upper classes, bub Christ consorted with the
lowly. The lecelion of the Reverend William ¥West's home shows the middle
positioh that he wanted to take in the disagreement. He didn’t live in the
new part of Mercer, with its expensive homes, nor yet in the old part,
which was charming and dignifiied, but "in the middle seetion, near the rows
of rotten and tumbling tenements, and within a stone's throw of bleak and

k>

hideous brick blocks, known as company boardinghouses. %hen the quegtion
of the strike is brought te¢ him, Hr. West at first tries to avoid Lydia
Eaton's question of who is to blame. He says, "It isn't any one mén’s
fault. It seems strange, but the weather in India may be»the'reason ve are

g 6 . . .
all so wrebched in Mex’cer."4 The reader may believe for a tiwe that Ur.

West is compromising his beliefs in order to stay on the side of the wealthy,

but he shows that hs can preserve bis integrily when he refuses the rich

Mrs. Blair's request that he persuade Lydia REaton to quit her job and go

4 1pia., p. 60.
45 Ib]'_d., p-t 1220
4 mid., p. 101
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“truth was that Dr. Howe was more interested in politics than he wss in
~religion., He had a political candidate that he worked for, and hs read
the acéounts of this man's acticns in the newspapers with inten&g interest
and with many exclamations 6? pleasure or diggust. He had no respect for
anyone who could think other than the way he did about pelitics,
didn't mind at all if Helen Jeffrey, whom he had reared, married the Pres-
byterian John Ward.

But John Ward was not like the man who had reared his wife. His
fierce intezrity eontrolled all his actlons and earned for him the respect
of his whole neighborhood. lirs. Deland says "Ail Lockhaven loved and
. feared John War&,"50 and proceeds to prove it by showing the attitude of
drunkards whén they caw John coming. They attempted to hide the bottle,
and when John rebuked then, they were humbled and resolved never te drink
any more. The attitude of Jabn's community toward him ig shown sggain
‘Whéﬁ the children walk with:him in the field to pick flowers and learn
to love him.

The majority of Mrs. Deland's other preachkers are in the stories with
Dr. Lavendar whoge place in society has already been discussed. The case
of Faul Phillips, however, should be mentioned since it is guite unusual
and does bring to light one of the problems faced by preachers because of
their high plece in society. Paul was a erippled circus performer who alseo
preached to his awdiences, which were made up of every class of people;
even the saloon keepers in the saloons where Paul performed listened to bis
sermong. But Paul was not satisfied with hig humble 1life. FHe wanted an

. . : . 1
education so that he ecould have a ehurch "with nilee red cushlans,"S g0

50 Ibid" p'o 14‘6‘.

1 Margaret Deland, 0ld Chester Tales, p. 246.
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that he could dress in a surplice, and so that he could talk diffsrently
and not say "ain't." But when he ask Dr. Lavendar to help him with an
education, the kind old men informed him that all he needed o kuow was
his Master. He told Panl that he he” = congregation which most ministers
'f'would zive anything to have, & congregetion made ub of the people who
would not attend churches. "Fho would listen to me if I went into Van
',fﬁqyﬁ’s,[salooﬂj and talked to them?! ask Dr. Lavendar. *"Not one! They'd
slink out the back door. And I can't geb 'em inte my church though Itve
got the red cushiﬁns.“ﬁz Paul recognizes this handicap that the preacher
who has a high place in society must face, and starts out on the road to
preach to the humble of the earth. |

But Paul is the only ome of all ¥Mrs. Delandts preachers whose place in
society is not high. The others h&ﬁe almest inevitably won their place with
their unusval personalities which nalke them, like Phillips Brooks, able to
show men how to live.

Thus Mrs. Deland's ministers have become regigned to the task of making
their oun place in society and not depending uvpon the public interest in re=
ligion to make it for them. Many of HMrs. Stowe's preachers also exhibit

he same resignztion, bul Mrs. Stowe could still remember the days when the
'_10ng~frocked minister was both spiritual and social leader of the commnity,
~and her characterizatioﬁs of Dr. Cushing in Pogenuc People and Dr. Lothrop
in Qldtown Folks show the résult of her memories, for these men scarcelj
had & parishioner whose social status equalled their own. - Actually Mrs.
Stowe created both the old and the new type of preacher, and in these men

she embodied the change that was taking place in the social position of the

Americun preacher, a change that Mrs. Deland, writing in the last fourth of

5 Ibid., p. 261.






CHAPTER FIVE
Slenificance of the Preacher Characterisations

Although lirs sowe is best known toeday for her propaganda novel,

Bnele Tom's | - .8 this stuly 1s concerned, sie should

. be identified, along with Margseret Deland, as a member of the local=color

ifévement in America. "Local color is one itype of realism, i¥ realism be
defined as a graphic delineation of actual life.“l It is a literature
which porirays life true to the native scene in varions sections of the
country; therefore, an accurate setting becomes a very ilmportant part

of all local colﬁr stories, and characters who are convincing even if
somewhat typical are a necessity. Local color writers usually do their
work in the field of the short story, but since lirs. Stowe and Hrs.
Leland were both interested in writing novels, they produced a kind of
regionai novel which, as the descendant of the local color short story,
rotaing much of the loecal flavor but broadens oubt to include the realm of
human values.

Being thus a part of these movemenbds which emphasized authenticity
in their portrayals of lif'e and realizing the public's demand for this
type of literature, Hrs. Stowe and Mrs. Deland could not afford to injeet
into their preacher characterizations anything that they did not know to
bes perfectly trve. They were faced with the task of observing life and
painting with words that which they had observed. In her preface to
Oldtown Tolks, lirs. Stowe says, "ily object is to interpret to the world

the Hew Bngland life and character in that particular time of its history

1 Harry Warfel and Harrison Orians, American Local Color Stories,
"introduction, " p. x.



73

which moy be ealled the seninsl peyicd." Again in the sewe avbtisle she says

bhat you should aae ubu eAL* “b@rl t? pErstng

i heay thow his

Jeet v been ¢?e-natfayl*be, - taven 1raw raul c*&raeumru,
rasl imcimgﬁts, snd gome of those th atory whieh
poy appesy moel romantic and like fiction are simple renderings
antt applications of facts.d

That Hargarst Deland followed the szame procedure is shown by her stalement
in the foreword wrdithten Tor her volume of sbert stories called §l1d Chester
Days, (1937) where she speaks of Dr. Luvendar as "a composite of Fhillips
Brooks, Dr. William Gampbell of Hubgers Collese, and ny oun young husband., ™
‘Sines the lives of these two noveliste, taken togethsr, span almost

the whols of the nineteenth century and sinece they wers so faithful in their
raproductions of that cenbury's culture, the student of svelal 1ife can
find in thelr works an accuruie ploture of life in the ninebsenth century.
ﬁrs: Stowe, especially, knew llew England. Ghe lnew the sights and sounds

of the New Lngland seaw-cosst village, the uwell-ordered household kept tidy
by the mistress's own hands, the domestle ritual of tea-drinking, the oecca-

gsional guiltinge-party, the sobrisbty of the daily lifec of people uho regs
ed svervthing in reference to siternity. OShe knew, too, the constant dise
eusslon of religion in & region where devotion was doctrinal and not ritual,
and the respest accerded the minister as loor ss he made no attempt to show
4 connection between a man's soul and bls business practiess. Nr. dlexandsy
Covie vizhtly sums up her achisvement in the soeizl field by saying that

she left a record of a wuy of life of the Yirst importancs to the soeizl

histariaﬂw5
2 parriet Becchor Stowe, Uldtown Foll s I, “huthor's Prefaese,® xxi.
~3,Ih;é., Phe X - xxid,
4

Hargaret Deland, 814 Chester DRays, “"Foreword,® p. X.
dlexander Cowie, The HRise of the dmerican Hovel, p. 457.
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firs, Deland's contribution to social history is her picture of the
typical Pennsylvanmia town in the nineteenth century. Hanchester, where she
lived with bef aunt for sixteen years, becomes 01d Chester in her fiction.
It is situated neaf Pittsburgh, the Mercer of the stories. In the days
of which Mrs. Deland writes, Manchester was a village of conmfortable houses,
old fashioned gardens and green hills that slope down to the Chio River.

As 014 Chester this village will endure. It will be remembered as the
refloction of a conservative West Fennsylvania town of pure British
inhabitants; its men and women will not soon be forgotiten because they |
are portrayed with large comprehension and loving detail.

The student of theology, too; can find abundant material for thoughi
in the characterizations of preachars in the fietion of these two authors.
firs. Stowe knew the history of the Hew England church from the days when
ministers were more statesmen than theologians. She knéw; also, the hard-
headed individualistic characters which were emerging from decades of the
peculiar discipline of New England existence. Pictures of all these types
she has drawn with the sure hand of one whose material did not have %o be
found in town archives or even in publie libraries. She knew the history
of Wew England theology because she was a member of a family who helped
make that history. Mrs. Deland, though she was not so saturated with reli-
gious history as was Mrs. Stowe, nevertheless found her dominant themes in
the £leld of theology. In her integration of religion and art she has been
compared to the English post, William chper.6

Aside from their social and religious significance, these characteriza-
tionsvaré interesting from a purely literary standpoint. HNrs. Stowe's

grealt number of fictional preachers are so clearly the result of her wide

6 ,
Blanche C. Williams, Qur Short Story friters, p. 129.



acquaintance with preachors that they illustrute a literary truth; namely,
that an author's works are the result of his envirounment and his acguaint-
ances and that his field of interest is chosen primariily because he has
specific knowledre aboubt that field. The important placé that Margareb
Deland gives Dr. Lavendar is also a natural oubeome of her acguaintance
with the type of men who malte up his character.
Again these characteriszations are interesting from a llterary stand-

point because they have r~"l merit. Vida Scudder in her intreduction %o

Mrs. Deland's 018 Chester Tales (1298) says of Dr. Lavendar

The portrait should live with Chaucer's Poore Fersoun,

with Goldemith's pastor in "The Deserted Village'; it is the

portrait of a true shepherd of souls, free from any touch

of professional or sacerdotal dignity, quaint and blessedly

human, but instinet with enderpqu wisdon bestowed by naturs

and by graee, in dealing with the perplexities of his flock

and in comforting their sorrovs.
lrs. Stowe's preacher characterizations are egually good. The awnthor who
gave the world Little Eva and Simon Legree did not fail when she chose to
pileture realistically the New England preacher.

Another importance that must be attached to these characterizations
is the light that they throw upon the personalities of these two important
American authors. One of the basic sources that every author must drawg
upon in creating fictional characiers is his own persconality, which is made
up of his experiences, his ideals, and his ideas. Consciously or uncon~
sciocusly Hrs. Stove and Mrs. Deland have incorporated into thelr character-
izations large vortions of their own personalities. 3ince these women were
benevolent, broad-minded, and religious, their sympathetic portraits of

preachers are likewise, and since they detested bigotry, selfishness, and

skepticism, they heve provided detestable charactsrs with these gqualities.

~
5

Vida Scudder, "Introduction,” Uld Chester fales, p. xix.
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Thus & study of these authors! characterizations is an insight into the

authors' own personalities, but a stuldy of their preacher ereabtions is

»

" more than that; it is an insight into their souls.

The religious prejudices of these authors are also reflscbed in

their preacher characterizations no matter how much they may have at-

“tempted to conceal them. Iirs. Stowe could say in her preface to Uldbomn

Folls that "Calvinist, Arminian, High-Church Episcopalian, skeptic, amd

- simple believef all speak in their turn, I merely listen,“g but she could
not carry out that plan. iihen she wanted a villain for‘O;dtowﬁ Folks, she
chose the skeptical Ellery Davenport, and agein when she needed & willain
for The Hinister's Wooing, she selected daron Burr, who was lmown to be an
" agnostic. lirs. Deland, too, found her religious prejudices creeping into
her novels. It was while whe was creating the skeptical heroine of John
Ward, Preacher that she decided she had oubgrown the doctrine of the Trin-
ity as a child outgrows Santa Claus. dctwally, religion is a subject which
few writers ever treat withoubt injeeting into their treabtment large portions
of their religious prejudices.

Finally, it seems rather significant that with all of imsrica'’s decline
in religious orthodoxy, there was no decline in the reading public's inter-

s o

est in religion as a literary motil and in preuschers as romantic heroes.

&

Though the title of John Hard, Preacher plainly announced the profesgion

ot
!

of its hero, Luther Mott lists it in his Golden Multitudes (1947) as one

of the better selling books of its t.ime.9 In 2ngland ite great popularity

was shown by the fact that six firms immediately pirated the hook and pub-~

8 Harriet Beecher Stowe, 0ldtown Folks and Sawm Lavson, I, WAubhor's
Preface, " xxiv.

o o ; ‘o .
7 Prank L. Mott, Golden Mulbtitudes, p. 323.




lished it thers. The larze saleg that The ¥inister's Woolng enjoyed proved
g 8 40 ¥

that skepticism had not been able vo diminish America’s belief that & min-
ister's wooing is worth resading about.

These novels should be considered as a part of a great number of reli-
gious-centered books written during the last quarter of the ninsteenth

century. lirs. Humphry Ward's Gobert Llsmere, which has a theme similsr to

that of lirs. Deland's John ¥ard, Ureacher, was published in dngland just
gix weeks before lirs. Deland's book was published in America. uaLold

r +

of Theron Hare, published in 1896, is another

Fre der c's The Das

novel with religion as its dominant theme; it should be considered along
with Hobert Hlsmere and John Ward, Proacher as books that are eritical of

religion. But there were others such as Lew Vallace's Ren Hur, published

in 1880, that treated religion sympathetically. It is apparent that, al-

snough by the end of the nineteenth century the ministerial profession had

2

lost much of its socilal prestige and its immunidty from lay cribicism, public

A

interest in religion and the role of preachers in religion continued to
run high. It was the attitude rather than the interest that had changed.
lrs. Stows and ¥rs. Deland were prominent voices in interpreting the nore

modern views.
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