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HTRODUCT IOW

"Our wills and fates do so conbrary mun

That our devices still are overthrown,

Cur thoughts are ours, their ends none of
our own,"

- ~ Shakespeare

P

Much has been written about the influence of Thomas Carlyvle's phi-

p

logophy. Hach world crisis brings him back into the news. He is un-
doubtedly good world copy. In 1924, Joim Kelman wrobe:

XI5 has boen sadld of labe years that this [barlyle's dominating in~
fluence] is on the wane, and those who love him not have shown signs
of prepering baked meabs for his funersl. To them I would ssy one
word quoting it from the excellent advice of The Letters of a Mer-
chant to His Son: 'The first requisite for 2 gsuccessful funeral is
a willing corpse.! How Carlyle is anything but willing. The mes-
sage which he preached with such persistency in his lifetine wmay
indeed have its ebb and flow of public interest, like 21l other
mnessages. JYet it has so grest and vital 2 hold upon bhe essential
things, that it bears a2ll the appearance of making itself inevi-
table as an integral part of the world's fubture thought.

]

ir. Belmon is justified in making such 2 statement, for with the rise

L%

bl

of Pagelsm and Wazism Thomag Carlyle's philosophy once more became 2
subject for controversy.

The Nazis, recognizing Carlyle as a kindred spirit whose ideas had
antedated theirs, used selections from his writings to authenticate

their doctrine., Zeiischrift fur Franzosischen und BEnglischen (1934)

carried an article, "Carlyle und der Puhrergendanke" by W. Keller, in

1 John Kelman, Prophets of Yesterday and Their Messase for To-day,
ppe 3940,




which he praised Carlyle and Hitler. In 1935, more Nazi commendabion

was accorded Carlyle by W. Vollrath in his Thomas Carlyle und H. St.

Chamberlain, Zwei Freunde Deutschlands, A Nazi party-line bock, Car-

lyvle und der Habionalsozialismug by Theodor Deimel, was published in

1936. Deimel lauded Carlyle as a grest prophet of national sosialisn
although Carlyle lived too early to understand racial science. Ur,
Joseph Goebbels held Carlyle up for universal adoration ewblematic of
the Hagzl soul and the Nazi state.

Mot only were the Germans applauding Carlyle for the social and

political doctrine he preached, bubt the English-speaking people were

I 25 3

alse nobicing him 2gain and assalling him with mighty accusations.
Williaw Lyon Phelps declared:
Carlyle had always exalted Germany and the Strong Hanj so such
so that one book, which I reviewed recently in these columms held
Garlyle responsivle for the warl
Joseph Ellis Bsker in hisn arbicle, "Carlvle Rules the Reich® (1933), ad-

vancad the idea that comprehension of the Hitler philesophy by the finglo-

Saxon mind liss through Carlylets essays. He claimed that Hibler's Mein

Ragpf '"might be treated in a footnote to our reading of one of ths best-
knowm writers of IFnglish »rose,” b Thomas Carlyle, Baker liksned every

point of Hitler's doctrine to Carlyle's and stated that only in his hos-

1ility to the Jews did Hitler go far heyond Carlyle, Cubhbert Wrizght

2 s
Cuthbert Wright, "Carlyle and the Present Crisis,'" The Commonweal,
5y

Vol. 38, (June 18, 1943), p. 221~

5 william Lyon Phelps, "As I Like Tt," Seribner,
1933), p. 61,

Jo

Joseph Ellis Baker, "Carlyle Rules the Reich," 3ab
Literature, Vol. 10, (Wovember 25, 1933), p. 201,
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forcefully cribileized Thomas Carlylets philosopiny:

&
".&

AfYer the personally chapuing and wp*:wrmu Ly blame
cones bthe man of achion, Lhe :n,m}_am nerhaps the
laboes the philosophy inbo derms of blood and lron ¢
Afber Robespierre came Bonapirte. afber N:Le‘r.&aa,m ax
douston Chapberloin and, i:s5t bub nob leosbt, Oarlyle bog ooums u;;at
to which thely whole crsazr-.,g.an moved - the agd

3

»

;
W

3

ortl.

Odin, and a great hereslarcl, Fohamned, ond who cauged the resders %
rub bhelr eyes wpon finding that Lhe ddecl priest as Zarlyle saw hin was
nok 3aint Leo, who turned back the sy nor Secket, whio dlzd

churchy but Luthery who bore down bhe chureh in SDermany, and ¥nox, who

¢id the same in 3Scobtland. He showed that Carlvle preache:

right and ended his article by stating that Tarlyle's "fave
of the Skrong Man, the hero as natursl king becanse he can and o st act
in a sphere f2r removed lrom soft effusive tesching, oughit Lo suthrone
im forsyer apong the contemporsiyy Gemman gods.h 6 Exie Hussell Bez,,tley
declared, "Gar},;gxle‘s preseyiption of silence, pyeyer, obedience, and eni-
grabion sounds like the progrem for the Cestape,? 7

It iz readily admitted that Carlylets nhilosophy dozs smerge as
rather startling in significance when viowed in the 1ight of thsse Vaszi
agelamations and Bnglish abtacks. The fach that this ninstemthecentury
Scobtchman apparently came so near in his soecial-political views to the

twentiebh~century national socialism of Germany sesms bo have blinded

? Uright, op. gibes pe 219

———

{) Ib ig’ ?Jt ?21&

75 Ex ac Hussell BE‘TL}.E}:Y, "The Premzbure Jeath of Thomase Carlyle,?
Americon Scholar, Veols 15, {(danusz = 1946), pw 69«




I

the modern reader to his moral and religious appezl, Such a separation
was of definite advantage for the propaganda agents in the totaliterian
state of Gefmany} There seems, however, to be ne advantage in the Ing-
lish-speaking veorle's branding one of their most effective and intel-
1ectuaily vigorous essayists as a Wazl before re-evaluating his writings
in the light of the Nazi interpretation. Perhaps the thoughts of Nazism
are Cariyle's, bub the ends are none of his own,

Therefore, the main purpese of this study is to determine in how
Tar the WNazis either used Carlyle fairly or misinterpreted him. This
involves three major problems: (1) to discover what selections from
Carlylets writings were printed and sold in Germany since 19343 (2) to
discover what interpretation was made of these selectionsy and (3) to
determine whether the interpretation made by the Nazls was truly repre-

sentative of Carlyle's philosophy.
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SELECTIONS PRINTED AND SOLD L GARMANY SINCE 1934

Thomag Mamm states that “"long before the Hazl regime, Carlyle en-

. R , . 1 .
Joyed great populsrity among educated German cireles,” This popular-

ity spreng from the fact that his philosophy in general was "so closely

, . ‘s 2 .
related to a certain type of German mentality." Mr, Mann writes:

In my youth already, there existed numerous and popular Germen
editions of his works. I neme in particular his book about the
French revolution, his blography ederick the Grest, and his
French revolution, his blograph; %f Frederick the Grezt, and h
work on heroes and here~worship.

Thns at the beginning of the Fazi rise to power, Carlyle held a place of

importance as an essayist in Germany, 2 fortunate one for nronaganda

hnigues Wazi propagandists
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purposes, sinee ong of the tec

was Lo search out repubable authorities, statistics, and mouthnieces to

b

. I . . .
mine. "t It follows naturally that they

Pl

give respectability to their doct
would make much of the possibilibies in the writings of a2 man already
ioved and revered by the German public; and the great Victorian,

o

Carlyle, seems on first consideration to be ready made for their purposes,

His French Revolubion, Frederick the Great, and On Heroes, Hero-

Worship and the Heroic in History, popular on the Hazi reading list,

homas fann, Letter to the writer, (August 2, 19.8).

Je Te Gullahorn, "Propaganda Technicues on German Documents during
% ¥ - x . s a LS
Horld War II," Sociology and Social Research, Vol. 30 (Merch, 19L6), 292.




were reprinted and sold in Germwny since 1934. Specisl attention, how-
ever, was given by the Nazis to partdecvlar selections frem his works,

becougse many of his politiesl and social points of visw when divested of

0

their moral appesal and isolated from the whole of his writings apneay as

A =

nOET

stabilizing forerwmers of MNazmism, Suech sclections from his works were

published wnder the title of Heldenbum und Mackb, at Leipzig, in 1941,

This publication is o translation of selections from Thomes Carlylets

and the Hereole in Histeory, and a translation in full of his Shocting

The selections are not printed as & whole in the oxder in which
Carlyle arranged them for publica ation but arve rearranged according to
the methods used by the Hazl Propaganda Ageney in ibs battls of indoce

trination, The first selection used i1s Chapter XVIT, Dook IT from Past

and Preseant, "The Begimmings," which advocates man's throwing off dead
untder the same titlse in the German version., TFol-

scloctbion from Past and Present, Chapter I, Book

3

the double 4itle of "Seeming Powar and Aparchyh

‘he next section, "The Revolt of the Laborer o ermbreces nine of the
pen chapters from Chartisme "Conditlon of Ingland," "Hew Poor-iaw,"

v

"Tinesh Peasentry in the World," "R'wa' and Might," "Iaissez-Faire,”

z;:
P
E
&1

seez-Faire," "Hew Eras,® "Parliamentary Hadicalism,™ and "Ig-
possible,"

The next selection is the first of the latter-Day Pamphlets., In

the fnglish, the title is "The Present Time," bubt in the German it is
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divided into two parts. The first part is published wnder the bitle
"The Democracy: The Present Time." The second part 3s called "Speech of
the Prime Minister,"

"The New Formatblon of Might" is used as an over—all title for the

next three selectlons. The first of the three is from Past and Present,

"The One Institubion," Book IV, Chapter III, and is published in the Cer

men 28 "Soldierism~—The One Institubtion.” The second selection in this

group is "The New Downing-Streeb," from Latber-Doy Pamphlels, called in
the German "The Stabe~~The Yew Doming-Streeh." The third Gerssn title

is "Nobility and Guidance: The Niagars Down and Afterwards" and is a

translation in full of Shooting Niagara: and After.

Two selecbions ars published under the title ”wirﬁ yndey the Ashes:

The Heroism.," They are "The Sphinx," Chapter II, Book I, from Past and

"U

esent and "Morrison's Pill," Chapter IV, Book I, also from Past and

v

resent .  In the German translation "Horrison's Pill" is pgiven the title
"The Universalmedicine.”
Under the last section entitled "Hero and Leadership” another selec-

tion from Past and Present, "Hero-Worship," Chepter VI, Book I, and "The

Hlero as King—Cromwell and Napoleon™ from Heroes, Hero-Worship and the

Hercic in History are found.




INTERPRETATION MADE OF SELRCTIONS

Te gain a full understanding of the interpretation placed on Thomas
Carlyvle’s philosoohy it is necessary to note briefly that as propaganda
minister, Dr. Goebbels, in 1934, seized all copies of Nazi~disapproved
hooks and burned them. Translations of Thomas Carlyle's works in
publication at that time were not on that list. Under the control of
Dr. Goebbels the Heich Chamber of Culture was set up by the Hazisz to
develop all literature, art, and musie for the glorification of national
socialism. Litefature came directly under the Reich Literary Chamber.
One of the striking features of its plan was, after the destruction of
all works not complimentary to the Nazi doctrine, to encourage the vogue
for translating foreign literature which might be interpreted in such a

1 The

manner that it would strenghten the national socialistic idea.
selections from Carlyle printed and sold in Gemmany since 1934 must,
therefore, have received the complete approbation of the Reich Literary

Chamber as a confirmmation of the Nazi doebrine.

Theodor Deimel in his Carlyle und der Nationalsozialismus writes

that Carlyle and national socialism show

the sbrong as bringing forth the fullness of mankind, Both desire
to restore the life to right living of which the intellect had robbed
it. They want once more to restore to the soul its strong germinat-
ing powers which were surpressed by the ruling power or 'the Reason.?!
The stability of society Carlyle suw, just as national socialism, not
through forced constitution and laws but only by a strong band of
united thought. Both know that the inclination toward a leader
devotion and the true sacrifice toward a leader cast deeper roots

1 Stephen H. Roberts, The House That Hitler Built, pp. 244-245.
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» men than that requived by a theorebicel right to fyeedom, In the
ield of escononmy, Carlyle won over in union with nabional socialism
he lamenbed theory of the ebernity of monmw brought sbout by Lhe
;.eﬂ iaf in the full strength of the will of man, The system of wn-
timindshed wage 1s pub forth ag a measwre of orderly livinrz., To _
tﬂeﬂ the worth of man is more than the accomplishment of the machine
and higher than the worth of money stands the welfare of the people,
Instead of doubtful worth of civilization they bring forth the con-
siceration of the natural shtrengbth of bleod and seoil, 2

¢ o g
»

This stateoment malies clear the fact that the Maz is nsed Carlrlets
writing to substantiate the idea that a feuw per wersa superior, that
such persons should be designated as the leaders, and that the righ
freedom should be replaced by leader devotion and spcrifice, These ldeas

all fownd expression in The French Revolubioen, F‘Pe,derlci' the Great, and

i

Leroas, z,cwo»ffersbita 1l tsie Perom 3n History.

In Heldentwn wnd lacht, which was published five ysars afher Deimells

Cazrly ’e und der ”31,.1') alsozialisimusg, the Wazmls had a collechion of idsas

mublications,
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Heldentum mnd Maebht states that "peo-~

vle in the mental revolution of the

311 true, ¥He is a

td
el
@
o
(%

post-wor time. What good is said about hin
meral power in Burope.,” 3
Each selection used in this book lends itsclf readily to an inter-

pretotion complimentary to the Nazil doctrine. This doctrine mey be sum-

mrized in the following menner: national soelalism emphasizes notional-

!

ilsm, socialism, Germanism, and the working class; it combines an appeal
to exbreme and emelusive nationolism and chauvinistic expensionism with

a revolutionary call to the masses; it proclaims itself an implacable

2. . ‘ . .
“ Theodor Deimel, Carlvle und der Hationalsozialismus, p. 142,

3 Thomas Carlyle, Heldentum und Macht, Michael Freund, foreword, p. VII.
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the individual to the state, the ineguality of men and
races, Lhe right of the strong Lo rule the weaalk, and The necessity of
the principle of dlind and unswerving cbedisnce to leaders appointed

fron above; 1t praises military virbues;
fron above; 1t praises m 7 virbuess

Ph

fism, humsnitarianism, and chariby; it glorifies hatred and conguesst;
and it aims at the transformation of the whole natlion into an arxmed comp,
an instrument of perpsiuel readiness for warfore,

It will be noted not only that the selections of Heldentum und

Hecht may be interpreted as sbtebilizers of Nazism, but also that the.
_ \

style in which they are written is peculiarly sulted to Nazl propaganda.

Cazamien describes this style well

To an agstounding degree Carlyle had the facultv for colining memo-
ravle formulae, formulae which impress upon & reader's mind the
general bendency, bhe profile so to spsak, of new idsass; and along
with his faeculty went a penchant, early developed, to rep@at his
formulae with some obstinacy. With his imaginative and bistorliecal
talent and his prophetic genius he was able to draw from what was,

Lor,

aiver all, & very simple process, effechbs of remarkeble power, ™
Certainly this style would measure up to Hitler's demands that propa-
ganda force 2 doctrinz upon an entire people 5 and to the over-all
national socialistic requirement that propaganda should say very little
but repeat this very little forever.

"The Beginnings" 1s used as the [irst selection in Heldentun und

Louls Cazamian, Carlyle, p. 183.

> Adolph Hitler, Mein Kampf, p. 849.

Incyvclopaedia Britannica, Vol. 16, p. 1624,
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Macht because it satisfies many of Hitler's demands: the untiring pre-
sentation of an idea designed to win followers, the destruction of ex-
isting conditions, and the permeation of this condition with & new doc-

7

trine., "The Beginnings" gives startling expression to the key of the
Nazi propaganda: to tear down and rid the world of deed formulas so that
naticnalities may clothe the mans to honor the forgotten brave men; and
to work for the glory of the natien.

"Midas," besides being used as a criticism of England's form of gov-
ernment, can be interpreted as a support for the Germen autarchf, 2Co~
nomwy of self-sufficiency. Under the autarchy there would be no hundred
thousand sitting in workhouses and other hundred thousands with not vet
even worlkhouses to sit in. Thére would be no human faces glooming dis-
cordantly, disloyally on one another.

The nine chapters from Chartism provided the Nazis with a revolu-
tionary‘call to the masses just as the German section entitled “The
Revolt of the Laborer" shows., And what an emphatic call these chapters
are when they fall inmte the hands of a resader who does not have ths ing-

lish historical background which caused Thomas Carlyle to write Chartism!

k)

Here is found ample support for the destruction of liberalism and demo=-
cracy. In "Condition of England™ Carlyle defines chartism as a bitter
discontent grown fierce and mad, as a wrong condition and therefore the
- wpong disposition of the working classes. It could not be left to the
collective folly of the nation. He expresses in "Wew Poor-Law" his
desire for the supervisal by the central government as an assurance of

justice for the poor man who is struggling for a just wage not only in

7

Hitler, .O.‘BO &0, pp. 8:!-{..9"51.
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bue in o wanlike place and relation. Afher the sbruggle
: worst sicge of ory, "Hinost

Pessentry in the Werld" is a per

Wisdssen-Falre” shows that Carlyls advocated the right of the

strong bo rule the weaxz just as Derman nabtlonald gocializu did. e de-
clored the right of the ignorant man to be gulded by the wiser, to

be, gently or foreibly, held in the true course by the wiser, is the

most, indisy L&bl@ of all frights of man.!

socialism, is bhe meaning of freedom, and it is a sacred 3 rig bt and duby

on bobh sides. He saw the mulbitudes clamouring for demscracy, yot he
declared bhat all men of good sight can see that in dewmocracy can lie no

finality. It can exist novhere except where no govermmient is wanbed save

o
that of the parish-constable as in imerics. Deomocracy, Carlyis believed,

nevey you was able to accomplish much work bayond the canceling of its

[

ownn accomplichments.  Hapoleon and Cromrell had 4o beoeome despobs over

~

democracy before they could work oubt the obseure purposce of democracy

.

Self'

i%

Both Carlyle and tie Hasis declared Individual freedon to be a
mybh. The only real freecdom recognized in Nazi Germany was the fres-
dor to serve &5 a umzoei of a comamivy adhering to the btheory of Blood
and Seoil and Follk, upon which the strength of Nazi Germany depended. 8
Cariyle writess.

It is for 3 manlike place and relation, in this world where he sees
himself a man, thot he s‘c.vuggl@e. At bottom, may we nob say, it is

8 RHoberts, op. ¢it., p. 57.



even for this, that guidance and government, which he cannot give
himself, which in our camplex world he can no longer do without,
might be afforded him?

-5
"Righbs and lMights" may be interpreted to emphasize the idea much
used by the Nazls that real injustice was the hurt inflicted on the moral
self, and that revenge must be had, Here also they found ubterence of
their formula that it is not what a man outwardly has or wants that cone-

t is the injustice that is insup-

%3

titutes his happiness or misery, buh
portable. This is the beliefl that enabled the German people to suffer

restrictions of their liberties and a lowered standard of living because

shey thought the result would be the restoration of Germany!s national

1les,

etn

ride and the revenge of the injustices she had suffered ab Versal
4
WhRights end Mights® may also be used as a sanction of conguest. The
Wazls were doing all in their power to glorify hatred and conouest.
bl

The ideas that the rights of man are of little worth ascertaining

2l

in comparison to the mights of man and that man's notion of rights varies

according to place and time are found in YRights and Mights." "New Erag!
lends itself, however, more resadily to the Nazl idea of mights and rights.

Carlyle, in this chapbter, points oub that new eras do come and that with

o 3 H

a change of ers there had to be a change of practice and cutward relations
brought ebout, if not peacably, then by violence. Rights, as Carlyle

saw them, were mights correctly-srticulated. These statements are al-

most identical with Dr. Goebbels'!s idea that "the end justifies any

means .,

Carlvlv, Chartism, p. 268,

10
Roberts, op. cit., p. 362.
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#Parliamentary-Radicalism" furnishes & basis for criticisa of the
ballot-box. Carlyle showed that extended suffrage is the English pan-
acea for all thabt goes wrong end that so far, through it the poor discon=-
tented worker had gained only shadows of things., This chapber also
contains two other ideas poovular with the Hazig: that each man has his
superiors whether he recognize them or not and that obedience is the
primery duty of man.

The last chapter of Chartism calls for 2 girding up for actual do-
ing, universal education, and emigration. Aecording to Deimel, Nazi
Germany did gird up and actually put into practice the philosophy vre-
sented by Carlyle., '"He had the idea which, brought into action, laid
the groundwork for a new Germany." 11 Hitler stressed along with Car-
lyle the importance of education

It is precisely our German people, that today, broken dewm, lies
dafenseless against the kicks of the rest of the world, who need
that suggestive force that lies in self-confidence. But this self-
confidence has to be instilled into the young fellow citlzen from
childhood on. His entire education and development has to be di-

rected at nigAnr him the conviection of being absolntely superior
to others.

migsration was used by the Germans through their Blood, Soil, and Folk
te) o > s 2 2

i3

which demanded recognition of German racial borders.

The Present Time" from lLatter-Day Pamphlets was used to tear down

old formulss, to call attention to the new eras, to criticige democracy

with its universal suffrage as being impossible. Carlvle urged that the

11
Deimel, op. cit., p. 143.

2
. Hitler, op. ¢it., p. 618.

13 Roberts, op. cit., p. 50.
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confused ambroilments of human clamor and folly be deciphered. Here he
reasoned that as soon as fmerica used up her waste land, democracy would
not be successful, and that then America'’s battle would have to be fought.
In Carlyle’s sight, America had accomplished nothing except to double its
population every twenty years and beget eighteen millions of the greatest
hores ever seen in this world before. Such statements as these wéuld
naturally rate high in the propaganda program so effectively carried

out for the purpose of belittling the accomplishments of all democra-

tic nations. Carlyle also stressed the inequality of man and the organ-
ization of labor in "The Present Time,"

"Speech of the British Prime-Minister" helped the Fazis poke fun
at enfranchisement, emasncipation, freedom, suffrage, and civil and re~
ligious liberties. It alsoc furnished arguments for industrial régiments
and the organization of labor. , '

"The One Institution" also advocated the organization of labor in
accordance with military regulations, It furnished effective propaganda
in developing a sense of the imporbance of the army and praise for any
military virtue in govermment, For who can despalr of governments when
he passes a soldier's guardhouse? The German Labor Ffront's emphasis on
co—operation between the employers and the ewmployees through legislation
is expressed by Carlyle in this chapter.

"The New Downing—Street"‘condemns the deficit in the ruling class
and the lethargy of gévernments. Here the Nazis found expressed their
idea that the gifted souls who direct all the energies upon the real
and living interests of the nation should be the rulers without regard

to rank. Both Carlvle and the Nazis believed that the kind of ruler
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is more important than all the constitutions, forms of government, and
political methods among men. HNo ballot-baxes, according to them, could
select a worthy ruler, for only the man of worth can recognize worth in
men. They both advocated finding skilled leaders for the new era and
loyally following the leaders wheresoever they led,
A sscond philosophy held in commnon by the Nazis and Carlyle and
expressed in "The New Downing~Street® is that governments have somebhing
to do besides keep the peace, To Goering who advocated 2 policy of guns
instead of butter the following statement by Carlyle would certainly be
guite satisfyving:
Foreign wars are sometimes unavoidable. ‘e ourselves, in the course
of natural merchandising and laudable business, have now and then
got into ambiguocus situatilons; into guarrels which needed to be
settled, and without fighting would not settle. Sugar Islards,
Spice Islands, Indias, Canadas,---these, by the real decree of
Heaven, were ours; and nobody would or could believe it, till it
was tried by cannon law, and so proved. BSuch cases happen. %

In Mein Kampf, Hitler wrote:
He who wants %o live should fight, therefore, and he who does not
want to battli in this world of eternal struggle does not deserve

o be allive. 5
In "fhe Hew Downing~Strest," Thomas Carlyle expresses the same idea much

more affectively:

Or indeed, all citizens of the Commonwealth, as is the right and the
interest of every free man in this world, will have themsclves train-
ed to arms; each ecitizen ready to defend his country with his owg

body and soul,-—-he is not worthy to have a country otherwise.

A government rushing its people headlong into a war less than a quarter

L Carlyle, Latbter-Day Pamphiets, pp. 392-3.
15

Hitler, op. git., p. 397.

16 Carlyle, lLatter-Day Pamphlets, p. 395.
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ushing defeat had need of such a

W
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of 2 century afhber they had suf
scaboment.
Two obher policies which may be inberpreted as complimentary to the

Nazil doctrine are expressed in this selection. Carlylets demand that

he minister of education he free of "the wreck of moribund 'religionstt

and Yelear shead of all that; steering free and plously towards his
divine goal under eternal starsi" 17 is exactly as the Hazl government

planned its educational program. In accordance with his polLPU, the
Hazis also sought oub, cducated, and bred for lsadership,
The German propagandist could wish for no better condemnation of

democracy than Thomas Carlyle's Shooling Hiarara: and After. It i3 2

torrential depreciatory outburst againsv bthe equality of mern and gov—
ermmenibs operated on such 2 basis,

Following this condemmnation is "The Sphinx," which supports the Nazi
program for rebuilding Cermany. Bobh Carlyle and the Famis likened life
to the sphinx who asks each nation to answer the riddle of destiny., Fool-
ish men cannot answer it right; therefore, nations perish. In all bat-
tles each man prospers according to his rights. Fazi Germany believed
that she was planning carefully and that the Third Reich would never

perish, At this writing it seems rather ironic that "The Sphinx® sheuwld

have heen included in Heldentum und Macht since history has proved that

Nazi Germany did not answer the riddle.
YThe Universalmedicine® may be interpreted as encouragement to the

people during the radical changes being made in the Nazi regims. GCar-

17 Ibid., p. 396.
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lvle declared that there was no Horrison's pill whieh could be swallowed
to cure the ills of the world, Only radical wniversal alteration of ro-
gimen and the way of 1life could effect the cure. The world would of
necasselby have to be riddsd of guacks and sham-heroes.

Both "Hero-Worship" from Past and Praesent and "The Hero as King—-—-

Cromrell and Napoleon' it the Nagl pattern in that ther advocabe blind
mswerving obedience to the herc-kings. Once the horo comss forward, he
should merit leader devotion and true sacrifice from the peopla. The Nazi

aim in selecting Cromwell and Napcleon from Heroes, Hero-Worship and the

Herciec in History is obvious. The following svabement alonc wouwld war-

rapt Nazi publication:

Find in any country the Ablest Man thai exists thare; raise him to
the supreme place, and loyally reverence him: you have a periect gove
arrment for that countrys no ballob-box, parliamentary eloguonce,
vctlng, constibution~-building, or other machinery whatsoever can im-
prove it a whit, It is in the perfeect states and idesl eountry.

The Ablest han, he means also the truest hearted, justest, the No-
blest Mans what he tells vs to do miust be precisely the wisest, fit-
test, that we could unvwhare or anvhow loarn-—~ the thing which it
will in all ways behove us, with right loyal thﬁﬂffdlﬂGSGQ and no-
thing doubting, to dol Our doing and life were then, so far as gov-
ernment could regulate if woll regulated; that werc the idesl of

constitutions.

The very evident purpose in publishing Heldentum und Macht is

threefold: (1) to tear down old formulas; (2) to issue anew the revolu~
tionary call to the masses; and (3) to present new formulas. Thus it
meets the regulations of the Nazi method of propagenda and presents for-
rmulas in accordance with the German national soclalistic party.

To sum up, the Nazi formuls interpretations found in thelr own selec-

18

Carlyle, Heroes, Hero-worship and the Heroic in History, pp.
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tion, which are indublitably Thomas Carlyle!s ideas, are the following:
> J : 3 _ g

Z

1o oppese liberalism and democracy; to praise military virtuc and de~

velop a2 sense of the importance of the army; to justify concuest and

perpetual readiness of the whole natlon for warfare; to interpret right
and might synonymously; to favor restricted individual libcrtiSS; to
sducate towards the nationts goal; to prove that not constitubions and
laws, bubt the strong man ruler could stabilize socieby; and to advocate

3

blind unswerving obedience to leaders appointed {rom above.



THE NAZI INTERPRETATION OF CARLYLE IS NOT THRULY REPRESENTATIVE

" In view of the Wazi interpretations, all of which contain truth, it
would be useless to protest thal Carlyle did not advocate principles
which beecame a part of German national socialism, Yet, to say that his
wriking as a whole sanctioned the Nazi form of natienzl socialism would
brand hin as the noisiest of hypécrites‘ It would disregard both his
real worality and uprightness, It would give the lie to his perscnal

gualities reflected over and over again in his writing: his sincerity,

his ea:mestmass, his inte

’C,J

grity, his independence, his huvmanitarianism,
his hatred of sham, cant, and affectation.,

Furthermore, Frederick the Creat and The French Revolution can hard-

1y be ealled representative of Thomas Corlylels moral and social philoso-
phy, since, one the biography of 2 man, carries the philosophy of that
man, and the other, the history of a social upheaval, although merred
somewhat with pérsonzl bias, still gives expression Lo the history of

the retributien France actually paid for her social ills rather then

the writer's philosophy. Chartism and Shooting Nisgera: and Afber were

writton under conditions not conducive to bruly representative ideas.

However, Past and Present, Latter-Day Pamphlets, and Heroes, [Hero-ior-

ship and the Heroic in History, all used exbensively by the Hazis, will

furnish ample basis for the re-evaluation of Carlyle's views on moral,
social ,and political problems in the light of the present interpreta-
tions.

When one takes into consideration the indignation expresssd by the
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Englisirspeaking peoples toward Carlyle's doctrine, he is sgrprised that
in their condemnation of him as a philosopher whose ideas g;ve rise to
the Nazi blood, iron, fire, and sword, they made little attempt to under-
stand Carlyle. Even so great a scholar as Herbert Grierson in a book en-

titled Carlvle and Hitler made no attempt to show the difference in

Carlyle's philosophy and the use the Nazis made of it. Just as it is
possible to fix with approximate stability some of Carlyle's views as
supporting 2ll out national socialism, it is possible, also, to find those
which condemn the Nazi execution of the national socialistic program %o
the utmost degree, thus proving that the KNazi interpretation is nol truly
representative.

The first, and perhaps the most oubstanding, difference between Car-
lylets doctrine and that of national socialism is their views 5n religion,
Despite Hitler's statement made in Hein Kampf that the two religious dé-
nominations were egually valuable pillars for the existence of the Ger-
man people, 1 everybhing within the power of the Nazis was brought into
play in their effort to stifle the church's opposition to their program.
They battled diligently to place the worship, not of a divine God, but
of a centraliged state, race, and party leader above all else,

Carlyle might have upheld the leaders! rights to tear down the
chureh's opposition to Nazism for the same reasons that he criticized
the religions of his own day. Bven a cursory reading of any of his
works, however, will testify that at the mention of the idea that state,
race, or party leader was to supersede God in importance, he would have

1 mitler, op. cit., pp. A79-485.
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gone into a tirade of condemmation heretofore undreamed of. A man who
lamented at France's casting "oub its banighted hlind Priesthood into
e 2
destruetion’ and who wWrote:
That one whole generasion of thinkers should be without & reli~
gion to believe, or even to contradict; that Christianity, in
thinking France, should as it were fade away so long inbo & remote
extraneous tradition, was ong of the saddest facts connected with
the fubure of that counbry.
eould never be truly interpreted as a forerunner of ths Fazil doctrine,
ne nabtter how many Nazl points of view could be Tound in hig social phi-
losophy.

o

In his Sartor Resartus, Thomas Carlyle enunciabed his God~inspired

doctrine,; and nothing, even when he had recached the despair of 3hooting

Niagara , ever supplanted ib. His moral philosophy hinges wholly on his
early religious training and his continued study of the Bible., Even his-
tory to Garlyle was o part of the Living God. MNo one can fail to note
this difference in Carlyle and Hazism,

Theodor Deimel in his Carlvle und der Hatlionalsogzialismus readily

admits that Carlyle's religious philoscphy has no place in German na=-
ticnal socialisms

Carlyle stressed most in everything his religiocus ideas, Tn hin
are bound up in a personal tug of war the German idealism with the
3cottish Puriten methed of thought. In this lash element, which
always remained in him even after his change from the religion of
his youbh, is he foreisit to national socialism. Tn spite of his-
fight against Western Jewish formula and the old Jewish clothes
from whieh Carlyle would have Christiority freed, the dusty idea of

Calvinistic old testament, of the terrible wrath of God and his

B

2 Garlyle, Chartism, p. 29L.

2
~ Ibid., p. 291.



adversary, the devil, rules him, b

K}

Here 1s proof thabt the Hazis thenselves, in meking full use of larlyle's

<>
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philosophy, rejected his religious teachings as foreisn s their pro-
grani,

Other than that of religion the widest breach between Carl ylels
philosophy and the Hazi doctrine is found in their different views on
mmanitarianism, At the outset, Cerman natlonal soclalism rejocted any

fora of humanitarienism. The execution of the program proved that the

Wari leaders considered the human race as so many anbs bto be managed or

ci"

stanmped on and humanenass ag a mixture of stupidity and cowardice, dJust

haw for this rejection was carried has boen wibnessed in the mass exber-

Ly

Thonas Carlyle wroted

£ shade more rational is that of Lhosc obher bencfactors of the
species, who counsel that in each parish, in some central loecality,
instead of the Parish Clergyman, there might be established sonme
Parish Bxterminator; or say a Reservoir of Arsenic, kept up at the
public expense, fres to all perishioners; for which Church the rates
probably would not be grudged.--—-Ah, it is bitter jesting on such a
subject, One's heart is sick Lo look at. the dreary chaos, and val-
ley of Jehosaphat, scattered with the limbs and souls of one's fel-
lowmens and no divine voice, only cresking of hungry vultures, in-
articulate bodeful ravens, horn~§yed parrots that do articulate pro-
claiming, Let theese bones livel

A man who venned such opposition Lo & proposal for oxtermination as a
remeody for over-populatlon as thal would never have brooked the Hazi

killings. Wot once bubl repeatedly does Cariyle proclaim his broad hu-

men sympathy,

4 Deimel, op. Cite, Do 1436

5 Carlyle, Chartism, p. 325.
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This fact must not be forgotten in saying that Carlyle and the Nazis

-

the Pelch

Tt must he vemembered t)

result was objectiocnable injustice to all
whe did not £ind favor in thelr sight. Carlyle alter declaring men un-
gqual domended Justics znd recognition of the value of ezch mortal wvheth-

er in favor or not. He wrote of the Irish, "There abides he, in his

made nusleus of degradation and disorder.” 6 Such marsons corld command

vory Littls equalibty, yet Carlyle called ouf for society Lo help them.

“

[~

T PO s 2. e S e Yyl A Sy 2 x SPRUS 3
He presenbed vividly neoof of his bellef in justice to all mnrtals in

his storry of the poor Irish widow, who proved her
conbractbed typhus-fevaer, died, and infested her lane, thus causing sev~

7

enbeen other persong Lo die there in conseguances. He ecited the fact
that even in Black Dahomey sisterhecd 1s nobt forgotten to thes LHrphus-
fever length. The black woman ond her doughter ministered to the hor-

rible white object which had sunk dowm to die uvndser the Negreo Villace-

Trec. He demandsed justice for the starving mill workers, and admone-

> vich wil) owner thab cash-payment is not the sole relation of
humar beings. With the scathing cormment, "What & committee of wnys and

means!" he condermed o society wherein a father and mothsr of nacessity

wers driven ho k11l pnoor 1ibtle sharveling Tem for the three pounds

Ibid.’ po 2’?2-

Carlyle, Past and Present, p. 203.
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arvl eight shillings.
It would be hard indeed to reconcile the Lozl treatment of rone

P PR, ST Ty . de ol ~ oyl Ty T
Aryans with these stabements of Carlyle:

1 men, we must cepeat, vers made by God, and have Imiortal soul
in them. The Sanspotato is of the selfsame stuff &g the super-fin—

st Lovd Lieubenant. Wob an indivlduel Senspobato humsn so:
but had a Life given him out of Heaven, with Eternities depending
cn its for cnce and no ssecoend time,

evem ot
Cab LA

fvery mortal can do somebhing: this let him Taitbfully do, and
leave with assured heart the issue to a Higher Power! i1

If Carlyle were truly.in harmony with German hational socialism, the
Sanspotato's misery would never have been noticed, The individual had
meaning only as a member of the Volk in Nazi Germany. Poor Sanspotato,
poor non-Aryan, these among the Nazis had no value whatsoever,

In one sense the whole of Chartism may be called a plsa for the
betterment of degraded humanity. Here a definite argument in favor of
the statement that the Nazi interpretation is not truly representative
of Cariyle's philosophy may be gained by noting that nine of the twen—

ty-two selectlions in Heldentum und Macht are from Chartism. As has been

stated before, Chartism with no historieal background takes on quite a
different and startling significance. As it is read, one should under-
stand that Thomzs Carlyle wrote it because he fsared thalb agitation to

get the People's Charter through Parliament might lead to a workingman's

revolt, which would completely destroy his beloved Ingland, TFrom first-

9 Ibid., Ppe 3-4.

10 6ariyle, Chartism, p. 270.

. mia., p. 271,
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hand sbtudy he was thoroughly familiar with England's laissez-{aire policy,
and in his vielent, extravagant style of writing he abtempted to awaken
the Inglish people to the dangers. Just as thoroughly was he familiar
with the injustices against the working man occasilongd by the sole cash-
nexus, and he cried oul against these injustices not just for the English-
man bub for the Irishman, the Scotchman, and all men who lived under the
rule of “ngland. Yet this plea for betber wages, better working condi-
tions, bebtter understanding and therefore bebter relations behtween the
emplover and the employee from a humanitarian point of view would not

be that to which the Mozl ear would be tuned. "Idberty when it boecomes
. ctmrratdan! da 1ol soa gy 1R
the 'Liberty to die by starvation' is not so divinel would have an

enbirely different interpretation in the Wazi mind to that for which it

was intended. Thomas Carlyle as the hwmsnitarian was as foreisn to Ger—
men national soc¢3l s as his religious teachings were admitted to be.

Without considering any other difference & contrast droym between

arlylets dldec " righ 3 might d that of {the Wazi O1LLC Tinite-
Carlyle's idea of right and might and that o e hazis would def
1y necessitate a correcticn of the statement that his whole creation

moved tomard the Nazi state. His Freach RcvolLtlop was written to warn

Ingland that accumulated wrongs brought on their own retributions which

Carlyle recognized as divine might no matter how human the agents of ree
tribution might be, Hight for Carlyle meant right; might for the Hazis

made right. His clearest definition of mights and rights may be found

in Past and Present, While discussing fighting he wrote:

Mighte which do in the long-run, and forever will in this just

12
Carlyle, Past and Present, p. 204,
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Universe in the long-run, mean lighbs
and

Victory is the aim of each., Bul deep in the heart of the noble
man it lies forever legible, that as an Invisible Just God made
him, so will and must CGod's justlice and vhis only, were it never
so invisible, ultimately prospe¥ in 31l controversies and anter-
prises and battles whslsocver.

o

His is a simple faith. I7 a thing is right, in the long-run, might

%

‘

proves it right; if it is ot vight, no might in the aniverss can moke
:Lt :f'.i..gh\b -

P

Note this incident which 1s recorded in Past and Presenths

o

"v‘

The case was Lhis., sdanm de uokefibld, on2 of the chilel feudatories
of 5t. Edmund, and a principal man in the Hastern Countlms, died,
leaving lawrge possessions, and for heiress 2 dau aiber of thres
months; who by clear law, &3 all men know becane th us Abbot Samson's
ward; whom accordingly he proceeded to dispose of to such person

as seemed fittest. DBut now King Richard has another person in view,
to wnom the little ward and her greal possesslons ware a suitable
thing., He, by letter, requested that Abbot Samson will have the
gocdness to give asr to this person. Abbot Samscn, with dsep hum~
ility, replies that she is already given. UNew letters from Richard,
of severer tenor; answered with new deep humilities, with w,*ts

and entreaties, with nc promise of obedience. Xing Richard's ire

is kindled; messengers arrive at St. Bdmundsbury, with emphati
sage to obey or tremble! Abbct Samson, wisely silent &s to the
King's threabts, makes answer: 'The {ing can send 17 Fe will, and
seize the ward: force and power he has to do his ple asure, and abol-
ish the whole ~bbey, DBub I, for my part, never can bie beni to wish

CT e

(9]

this he seeks, nor shall it by me be ever done, For there i3z danger
3
ST S iAviEs & Mad X SLen .L t the pre \JJ.\.L o1 MV
les ch things be made recedent of, to the prejudice of m

successors. videat ALﬁlSSlHua, Let the Yost High loox on it, UWhat-
soever thing shall befall I will patiently sndured!

Such was Abbot Samson's deliberate decision., “hy not? Coeur-
de-Lion 1s very dreadful, bal not the dresdfulest, VYideal Altlissi-
mus. 41 reverence Coeur-de~Lion to the marrow of myv bones, and will
in all right things be hamo suus; bub it is nct, properly speaking
with terror, with any‘fear at mll On the whole, havé I not looked
on the face of 'Satan with ocubspread wings; steadily into Hell-fire

b=

13 mide, p. 184,

U mhid., p. 1%,
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these seven-and-forty;--—and was not melted into terror even
at that, such the Lord's goodness to me? Coeur-de-~Lionl

Richard swore tornado oaths, worse than our armies in Flanders,
To be revenged on that proud Priest. But in the end he discoverasd
that the Priest was right; and forgave him, and even loved him. 15

It is admitts Qarlylefs plain statement that right means might
comes perilously near the Nazi dictum that might makes right, ‘/hen Car-
lyle pits Abbot Samson armed with right against Coeur-de-bLion with all
his might and the result is not only absolube victory of right over might
but forgiveness granted the representative of right by the mighty king,
no room is left for doubt concerning Carlyle's philesophy that might
without right avails nothing,

There is even a diffsrence in the method of compelling obedience
to the leader as Carlyle advocated it and as the Nagis practiced it.
Both began with the question: What if the masses did not recognize the
hero-leader and therefore refused to obey him? Both ceded that the
hero was justified in using force to compel obedience. Here, however,

a radical difference emerges bebween the Nazi idea of forece and Carlyle's
idea,

When Hitler became leader of the National Socialistic German YWork-
ars party, he organigzed, with the help of Captain Ernst Roehm, the Storm
Troops. Their physical attacks on the political opronents of the Nazi
program aided unquestionably in Hitler's rise to power., When Hitler was
ready to foree from the Heilchstag authority to rule by decres through
the iZnabling Act of March 23, 1933, he put thirty Reichstag members in
prison., Before the end of 1933, he organized the sscret police force,

which became known to the world as the Gestapo. Members of the CGestapo

151bid., pp. 110-111.



were chosen for their overbearing:manners and their capacity for cruelty.
Their favorite methods of compelling obedience were flogging, torture,
and mutilation. Any person having or suspected of having anti-Nazi
political ideas was arrested and cohdemned sometimes without a chance

to say a word in his own defense. - The Gestapo power, sescret actions,

and bruiality terrified the Cerman people into obedience.

When Hitler became absolute dictator in 193, he destroyed radical
opposition within his partyiby conducting his "blood purge." Hore than
one thousand persons were execubed, among them Capbain Roehm of the Storm
Troops. Hany were thrown into concentration camps, the Jews were brutal-—
1y robbed of their property and civil rights, and as the program gained
in power many hundreds of thousands were murdered. 16 With such a methed,
opposition within Germany was coupletely suppressed, and all were com-
pelled to obey the leader,

Iﬁ Carlyle's case the force to be used in compelling ocbedience was
not brutal violence but spiritual power to establish the rule of the

divine., Again an incident from Past and Present, "The Abbot's Troubles,®

@2

furnishes an insight to Carlyle!s idea of the kind of force that should
be used to exact obedience to the leader, Samson's lazy monks had de=
clared themselves against his economic program and had struck work; they
had esven . refused to do the regular chenting of the day. Abbot Samson
did not ride rough-shod with brutal force over this situation. He withe
drew to another residence and acted only by messengers. HNot through fear

had he gone but for the purpose of cooling his temper so that he would

1é

The World DBook Eneyclopedia, pp. 2979, 3433-3436.
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not take vengeanée on them in his anger. ¥When it was noised about that
the Abbot was in danger of being murdered by the monks; howsver, he re-
turned te 5t. Edmundsbury, hurled out a bolt or two of excommunication,
foot—shackled one, and gave lesser sentences to three more. On the mor-
row when the monks came in to humble themselves, the Abbot on his side
replied with much humility. Although he alleged his justice and blamed
the monks, when he saw them conquered, he burst inte tears and embraced
each with the kiss of peace. Samson with his love of truth and justice
~would never have stooped to using a secret police. He wouldn't even per-
@it eavesdropping: |
He intimated, openly in chapter to us all, that he would have no
cavesdropping: 'Lebt none,' said he, ‘come to me secrstly accusing
another, unless he will publicly stand to the same; if he come
otherwise, I will openly proclaim the name of him. I wish, too,
that every gonk of you haveafr?e agisss to me, to speak of vour
needs or grievances when you will.?

Nowhere in the history of the Nazi party can be found any record of
such actions as these of Abbot Samson. The "kiss of peéce“ had no place
in the Storm Troops, the Gestapo, or the Nazi plan for compelling obe-
dience to the leaders. Certainly Samson's condemnation of savesdropping
would have met with ill-favor since this was one of the Nazis' favorite
devices for uncovering opposition to their program,

The Nazi party sprang up, fed, and grew on the belief of the German
people that they had suffered unjustly from the Treaty of Versailles.

After the Nazis gained considerable power, however, there was no pre-

tense towards justice in tieir program. Carlyle, who in all his works

Y7 1pid., p. 9.
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rroved himself to be a crusader for social justice, could hardly be said
to be In accord with the Nazi program in this instance. He begped the
industrialists to transfer their magnificent energies from the conguest
of mabber to the quest of ideal jusiice. He declared:
Foolish men imagine that because Judgment for an evil thing is
delayed, there is no justice, but an accidental one, here balow.
Judgment for an evil thing is many times delayed some day or two,
some century or two, but it is sure as life, it is sure as deathl!
In the centre of the world-whirlwind, verily now as in the oldest
days, dwells and speaks a God. The great soul of the world is
just:

The value that he placed on trubth along with justice was 2lso an
element of his philosophy which could never be fitted into the Nagi doec-
trines

Truth and Justice alone are capable of being 'conserved' and pre-
servedl The thing which is wnjust, which is not according to God's
Law, will you, in a Cod's Universe, try to conserve that? -

-

Carlylets advocacy of justice is as much a part of his philosophy
as his condemnstion of democracy. Certainly it would not be just, be-
cause Carlyle and the Nazis condemned democracy, to say that Carlvle
was a prophet for the razi doctrine., A man who closed a book with the
piea to the workers who are already at work to "Subdue mutiny, discord,

. ‘ . NS . g 2
wide-spread despair, by manfulness, justice, mercy and wisdom! 0 would
not become a very efficient Nazi.

Both Hazi Germany and Thomas Carlyle valued education as a factor

contributing to the advancement of their respective nations. As in

18 1pid., p. 8.
19 1bid., p. 158.

20 1pid., p. 286.



other instances, however, after the initilal shbatement the difference ve-
tween thelir views becomes apparent., Rduealtlon as one of the two remedies

sdvocated by Carlyle for the ills of Bngland was te be used as a weapon

against ignorence, stupidity, and brute-mindedness:
But above all, where thuu findest Ignorance, Stupidity, Brute-
mindedness,~~ves there, with or without Church-tithes and Shovel-
hat, with or without Talfourd-Mahon Copyrights, or were it with
mere dungeons and gibbebs and crosses, attack it, I say; smite it
wisely, unweariedly, and rest not whils thou livest and it livess
but smite, smite, in the name of God!l 1
Education in Germony was used as a weapon in the battle for Hazism.
In the German schools, history was not taught to erase ignorance and
brute-mindedness. It was taught for purely political reasons., All
rights of other nations were forgotten, and Germany was put in the very
best light possible. Not only history, but other subjects were used in
this same manner. Stephen H. Roberts wrote:
The Nazis have laid s heavy hand on education, They know that the
text-books of to-day are shaping the political realities of the de~
cades to come, and accordingly have made every part of education——-
curiously enough, even mathematics—--a training ground in Nazi ide-
ology. As soon as the child enters an elementary school at the age
of six, his days are given over to the idealizing of the Hazis. 2
Hitler made clear the fact that education was the one means by which
the confidence of the German people could be restored by declaring that
ther were the super-race. His educational aim was to teach the Nazi
doctrine to millions of individuals and inculcate loyalty, willingness

to sacrifice, and silence, He valued the physical far greater than the

intellectual education. The ultimate aim of education, as Hitler saw

2L 1id., pe 194

2 Roberbs, _(m’ Cit .y ,p’ 25[}11-..
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. . sy . 23 . \ f e .
it, was to build military might. 3 That is why eight million boys and

girls between the age of ten and eighteen were compelled to join the
[iitler Youth movement.
Carlyle urged an ZEducation Bill which of itself would be the sure

arent of innumerable wise bills. Understanding awakened in the indi-
(et}

vidual million heads, he believed, would bring order:

To irrvadiate with intelligence, that is to say, with ordsr, ar-
rangement and all bl ssedness, the Chaotie, p%ﬂtell izent: how,
excent by educabting, can you accomplish this?

Carlvle's immediate objeftive was to teach every fmglishman to read.

His ultimate aim was to incrs=ase the capacity to battle the complicated
industrial chaos and to develop intelligence in all classzes which would
contribute to social cfficiency. Then the nation would have no "facully
m1=d¢rected strength that has not vet found way™ ¢ 25 to cause human
misery. This aim is guite remote from that cf the Nazis,

Perhaps the most contradictory statement found in Carlyle's writings
are those concerning the army, war, and concquest. Obher than his con-
demnation of democracy and hiz strong-man~leadership idea, more support
for the Ragi doctrine can be based on his "One Institubion® than any
other of his ideas. In the last analysis, however, thig part of his
philesophy proves to be synonymeus with the modern democracy's idea of
war instead of with thst of Nezi Germany.

Carlyle sebs the army up as the one institublion afber which a suc=

23 Hitler, op. ¢ib., pp. 618-632,
2L

Carlyle, Past and Present, p. 255.
oy

“? Ibid., p. 279.
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cessful govermment could be modeled on the presuupbion thab

Ho Working VWorld, any wmore than a Fighting World, can be led on
without a noble Chivalry of Work, and laws and fixed rules which
follow out of that, — far nobler than any Chivalry of Fighting

Was»

Yet, his army-modeled govermment with its "Industry Fighters and Cap-
tains" is to battle the industrial ills of the nablon rather than other

nations:

Hot on Ilion's or Latium's plains; on far other plains and places
henceforth can noble deeds be now done. Mot on Ilion's plains; how
munch less on Mayfair's drawing-roomsi Not in vietory over poor bro-

ther French or Phrygians; but in victory over Frost-jotuns, Marsh—
glants, over demong, of Dlscord, Idleness, Injustice, Unrcason, and

Jhacs come again,

This babttle of industrial ills he calls the one true war and She workers

the werriors.
The Nazi party with the foremost aim of strength:ning German mili-

tary might and bringing as much of the world as possible under German

military caonbrol would have no place in their translation of Thomas CGar-

vle for the following statement:

Captains of Industry are the true Fighters, henceforth recognisable
as the only true ones: Fighters against Chaos, Necessity and Devils
and Jotuns; and lead on Mankind in that great, ond a¥%ne true, and
all Heaven and all Barth saying audibly, Well done!

Nazi Germany maintained its army for the sole purpose of condquest,

and war always meant the war of conquest, In "The One Institubion? Car~

lvlie noves as easily from his lenghbty praise of the army and the soldier,

that had to be realized in order that govprnment¢ might exist, to his

Tbid., p. 263.

21 Tvid., pp. 285-286.

.
% Ihid., p. 261.



conecise idea of true warfare and back agéin to his praise of the "drilled
forty ageinst the ten~thougand" as he doss from the Bngland of his own
day to medieval Ingland and back again to his fngland. Decsusge of this
wusually smooth manner of transition from one age to another or one

train of thovght to ancther this statement may very casily escape the

»

notice of the reader:

0 heavens, if we saw an army of Minety— thousand strong, maintained
and fully eguipt, in continuval real action and battle asainst Human
Starvation, against Chaos, Necessiby, Stupidity, and our rcal 'nat-
ural enemies? what a business were it! Fighting and molesting not
Lhe French, ! who, poor men, have a hard enocugh battle of their own
in the Llike kind, and need no additional molesting from us; bub

fichting and incessandly spearing down and destroving Tolsehoed,

iz

Hesclence, Delusion, Disorder, and the Devil and his Angelsl

This plainly shows that war, for fariyle, was nobt aggressive conquest of
a nation's neighbors, but a battle against the gonuine enemics of all na-
tions. There is no hint that Carlyle would favor the use the Vazis made
of their army. Yet, this is a very important part of Uarlyle's philoso-
phy and can not be overlooked.
Because to Carlyle the divine influence of jod's Justice was "trace~
able even in the horror of Battlefields and garments rolled in blood,” he
gaw right in armies marching against one another:
Fighting, for example, as I often say to myself, Fighbting with steel
murder-tools is surely a much uglicr operation than ‘lorking, take
how you will, Yet even of Fighting, in religious Abbot Sauson's days
see what Feudalism there had grown, -—-- 2 'glorious Chivalry,' much
beswng downt to the present day. 30

and
I vamark, for the present, only two things: first, that the Fighting

P

27 Ibid., pp. 252-253.

30 Thid., p. 183,
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itsell was not, as we vroshly suppose it, & Fighting without causs,
but more or less with cause, Han is created to flpht' he is perhaps
best of all definable &z a born soldier; Lis 1ife 'a batile

warch,! under the right General. It is forever indispons
man to fight: now with Necessity, and Berremnmess, Searcit
dles, Bogs, tangled Forests, unkempt Cobtonj ~~— now als
hnllueinations of hils poor fellow Hen, Hallucinatory wisions rise
in the head of my poor fellow manjy make him claim over ue rights
which are not his,

[

his description of man as a born soldier one notes the minor impor-

tance given the actual warfare as the Nazie understood iht, TFurthermors,

between the two statewnents he sandwiched & question which could not

T

be

interpreted as Hazism, for it takes all the glory oub of any war:

Under the sky is no uglier spectacle then two men with clenched
Lﬁet”, and hell-fire eyeus hacking one anothers flesh; converting
preciovs liviag bodies, and ‘Mlccla s living souls, into nzze 288
masses of putvebcencc, Lsoful only for turn¢b~manare, How did &
Chivalry ever come cubt_of that; how anything that was not hideous
scandalous, infsrnal? 2

As so many othsr ideas of Carlyle Tound utterance first in Sartor

ssarbus, so did his nobion of conquest. He expleins himsclf cuite

2Ly

What, uﬂealfiiw in quite uwnofficial ‘Lu.lcwan, is the

upshot of war? To my own knowledge, for example 2%
toil, in the me.c-h vmllafm of Dudrdge, Ufs*la_l i “Wd'ﬂﬂd
souls. From these, by certain "Natural IFnemlesg! of the Pren ch there
ave successively sel oc,m,d s du ing the Trench war, say thirts able—

X
bodied men: Dumdrudge, ab her own expense, has suckled end nursed

Lhem: she has, not without d fficulty and sorrow, fod ti up to
marhood, and even trained Ltham ho crafts, so theh ons can weave,
anobher bulld, snother ﬂ""lm”l‘, znd the weakest can stz mder thir-—
Ly stone avoirdupois. Hev f*rtnolm*a, arxid rmch wmpim»‘ and swearing,

ey are selechoed; all dressed in red; and shipned awar, abt the

public charge, ,o,sao two~thousand mllw, or say only bo tho south of

Snaing and fed there till wanted, And now to that same spobt, in the
¥ r

seuth of Opain, are thirty similar French artisans, from the F

id., op. 183-184.
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Dumdrudge, in like menner wending: till at lengbh, after infinite
effort, the two parties come into actual juxtaposition; and Thirty
stands fronting Thirty, each with & gun in his hand., Stralghbway
the word "Firel" is given: and they blow the souls out of one an~
gbher: and in place of sixby brisk useful craftumﬂn, the world has
sixty dead carcasses, which it must bury, and anew shed tears for.
Had these men any quarrel? Busy as the Devil iz, not the smallest!
They lived far enough apart; were the entirest straqgcr ; nay, in so
wide a Universe, there was even, unconsciously, by Commsres, some .
mutual helpfulness between them, How then? Simpleton! their Cove
ernors had fallen-out; and, instead of shooting one ancther, had the
cuniiing to make these poor blockheads shoob, —— Alas, g0 is it in
Ueuuvhland, and hitherto in all other lands; still as of old, "what
devilry soever Kings do, the Greeks must pay the nlp—fl” ——-~ In that
fiction of the English Smellet, it is true, the final Cessation of
War is pﬁrhaps prophetically shadowed forth; where the two Hatural
Fnemies, in person, take each a Tobacco-pips, filled with Brimstone;
light the same, and smoke in one another's faces, t111l the weaker
gives in: but from such predicted Peace~Era, what blood~filled
trenches, and contentions centuries, may still divide us!

\n

This passage can hardly be used to develop a sense of tho impor—
& Mo

tence of the army. There is no praise in it for military virtue or the

o

glory of cononest. There is nothing axcept stark psalism of horror and

hideous waste in elther %hi

0

passage or in this description of a whole
Kaprchiield:

Strewed with shell-splinters, cennen-shot, ruined tumbrils snd dead
men aid horses; stragglers still remaining not so much as buried.
And those red mould heaps; ay, there lie tle Shells of ¥en, oulb of
which all the Life and Virtue has been blown; and now are they swept
together, and crammed-down out of sight, like blown Bgg-shells! '

Rather the utter futility of war is presented by Carlyle:

Hevertheless, Hature is =zt work; neither shall these Powder-Devil-
king with thelr unmost devilry gainsay her; but all that gore and
carnage will be shrouded-~in, absorbed into manure and next year
the Harchfisld will be green, nay grecner. Thrifty unwear ~ied Yature 4

R — T a2 DY
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Carlyle, Sartor Hesartus, pp. 119-~120.

Ibid., p. 119.
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o

ever ocut of our greab W ste educing some 1ittle it oof thy owri,—-
how dost t.ho%5 from the very carcass of the Killer, bring Life for
the Livingl

hlthough Carlyle does praise the army as & model for povernment, he

does not mean that an army for invasion-purposes be maintained and held

ready to be unleashed on one's neighbors upon any small excuse. HNor does
he mean when he says that overy man is a born soldier that he is born to

make twrmnip-monure of his fellow man., Rather he is 2 born fighter against

o

all thess conditions which create disorder and misery in the 1life of
all manicind, The age of orued aggressicn is passed:

For we are to bethink us that the Iple verily is not Arms and th 86
Man, but Tools and ihe Han,-~-an infinitely wider kind of | Epic.

Finally there is the contrast of Cariyle?s ideal of leadership and
that of Nagi leadership as personified by idolph Hitler. Of all the
great leaders that Carlyle held in reverence there is only one who he
declares possesses the elements of true leadership. ZBaeh of the others
fails in some respect. This ideal leader is the Abbot Samson of whom
Carlyle says:

That the [it Governor could be met with under such disguise, could
be recognized and laid hold of under such? Here he is discoverad
with a maximum of two shillings in his peocket, and a leather scrip
round his neck; trudging lonﬂ M‘c highway, his frock-skirts looped

er his arm. Theyr think th 5 5 he nevertheless, the true Gover-
aor, and he proves to be so.

Samzon was a personable man with eyes that beamed into one in a really

Lrange way. He was possessed of

35 1pid., p. 119.
£
35 Carlyle, Past and Present, p. 24l.

37 1pid., p. 82.
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no exbroaordinary favour to the Honks who had been his familiars of old." 41
He was "ohs justest of judges; insisted on wnderstanding the case to the

bobtom, and then swiftly decided withoubt feud or favour.? He was pa-

¢ - L . . .
tient, loving, and forgiving. 3 When he had brouble with his mubinous
mﬁnkﬁ, he showed himself against violence as well as reaping revenge S
He subdued by manfulness, jusblce, mercy, and wisdom.

In contrast to these traits the Hazi lesdey was possessed of a belief

in viclence. He nob only desired revenge agsinst his enemles, bubt he took

it against 1

<

or as well as great. He could not show courage because he

}..a
E—

was never able to rid himself of his sense of insecurity. Pity and jus-
tice were entirely allen to his character.
. Tt is hard to believe that Jarlyle would ever have spproved of Hit-

zadersii if for no other reason than that Hitler failed, He

—
o
I.J

)
N
o
[tid

a

e
s

s
-

2

would be the sham leader who became known by his weslness and evenbual

o2

failure, Unless Carlyle's printed words are given the lie, it must be

.

reccgnized that the Nazi leader would have been classified as the "Chae-
taw' fighter with five hundred scalps hanged in his wigwanm,

To have ruled and fougnht not in a Memwonish bub in a Godlike spirit;
to have had the hearts of the people bless me, as a true ruler and
capbain of my people’ to have felt my own heart bless me, and that
God above 1fx§tead of Hammon below was blessing me,~--this had been
something. ’

could very well have been written of Hitler as he stood resdy to take

bl m44., p. oL,

3 1hid., pp. 93-98.

b poia., pe o8,
45
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his own life rather than surrender to the onrushing cenemy armies. Surely
his people in their present dejected state can hold no blessing in their
hearts for him,

Adolph Hitler's position in world histor is a verv convincing
argunent in favor of all world leaders heeding this advice given by
Thomas Carlylet

For Justice and Reverence are the everlasting central Law of this
Universe; and to forget them, and have all the Universe against ono,
God and One:s own ;?‘elf for enemies, and on}y the Deygl and the Dra-—
zons for friends, is not that 'lameness! like few? “

Carlvle's philosophy taken intact, comas to this: he wrote to point
out the evils of the inglish government during his dav and to awaken
modern socliebv to Lhe realization that unless it perform its true func-
tion, nameless death would be its fate; he believed in the spiritusl na-
ture of all existence, the indwelling of the Divine in the actunl, ond in
the outgrowth of finite forms from the Infinitej his social economy eme
phasized improved working conditions, housing and factory reforms, re=
gulat ed working hours, and a guarantee of a living wage for workers, all
brought about by .supervisal government. The only two remedies hoe actual-
1y offered for the ills of England were compulsory spiritval and intel-
lectual education and =migration.

The re-evaluation of Csrlyvle's philosonhy in the lisht of the inter-
pretation made of the selections used by the llazis and the interpretation
of his ropresentative works as o whole brings ont these facts: Carlvle

placed first in every wman's life the vorship of the divine Cod. Nazism

46 Ibid., p. 106.



would force all mankind to worship a centralized statz, ruler, and race.
Carlyvle emphasized the princivles of humanity as the responsibility and
duty of society. iHazism resorted to cruel, brutal subjugation.' Jarlyle
advocated right as correctly articulated might, but he never showed by
exanple that might made right. HMNazism ruled with the iron rod of might
and ca2lled it corredtly articulated right. Carlyvle would compel obedi-
ence through manfulness, justice, merey, and wisdom, Hazisi would cormpel
it through blood-purges, torture, and rutilation. Carlyle advocated edu-
cation s a neans of individual improvament; as a swreapon against igno=
rance, stupidity, and brubte-mindcdness. Nozism used it as a weapon to
indoctrinate the people with the superman theory. Carlyle glorified the
army as a2 means of fighting discord, idleness, injustice, unrsason, and
chaos. HNezism glorified it for agrrossive warfare against weaker nations,
Carlvle's strong manh carriad in his heart the love of the divine Cod. He
was possessed of inner peace, courage, émnplete poise, honest pitv, jus-—
tice, and understamding. The Nazi strong man carried in his heart a love
of the state, party, and race which completely pushed God out of the pro-
gram, ilis chief characteristics were a belief in violence, a dosire for
revenge, a lack of inner peace, and a sense of insecurity,

sthen German national socialism had its beginning, especiallv at the
time of the mental revolution, Carl:ile, according %o the whole of his phi-
losophy, might possibly have given the program complste approbation, but
as it progressed and as he saw his most cherished moral teachings concern—
ine religion, human svmpathy, justice, education, leadership, rights and
mights completely stifled, even mocked at, he would have been compelled

to "get to the other side" to find the silver lining "beshone by the



43

Heavenly lights." b7 For Carlvle was first of all a critic in search of
true religion, and through that search he developed a political philoso-
phy which combined the national socialistic idea with the teachings of
the Hew Testament, One cannot resist visuwalizing where the Third Reich
would stand todéy in world affairs if the Nazis, like Carlvle, had seen
fit to use the llew Testameht teachings along with their national sécial-
istic doctrine,

But the Nazi regime of the Third Reich has passed. "Conquest of
that kind does not endure," b8 Failure to answer correctly the ever new
social problem posed by the Sphinx means certain death., Perhaps Carlyle
would clagsify the Fazi regime as one of the experiments he speaks of in
"Néw Eras," Chartism, an experiment to see who has lhe '"might over whom,
the right over whomn," b9

Nevertheless, the acclamations and accusations accorded Carlvle dur-
ing Fazism's hey-day stand as testimony to his great personal influence
on the continent as well as in fnhglish-speaking countries. They show
that he reached the standards prescribed by him for all writers:

The writer of a Book, is not he a Preacher preaching not to this
parish or th%g, on this day or that, but to all men in all times

and places?

He has uttered forth "in such a way as he has, the inspired soul of him;

b7 Carlyle, Shooting lliagaras and After, p. 624.

48 Carlvle, Chartism, p. 279

9
4 Ibid., pe 301.
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all that a man, in any case, can do." 51

It is regrettable that any people would twist such a writer's thoughts
so that his motives are entirely lost. Perhaps the great rcading public
of a war-weary world will look for the whole of his philosophr, Then
Thonas Carlyle might sav as he did to the nglish listeners at the close

of his lectures, On Heroes, Hero-Worship and the Heroic in History:

With manr feelings, I heartily thank you all; and say,

ood be with you alll 52

1
L mhid., p. 128,
52

Ibid., De 200.
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